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Wangchuk’s fast, a
national cause

THIS is the week of the Passion of Jesus Christ —
the etymological roots of the word “passion’ lie in
the Latin term passio, which means suffering.
Prayerful submission to suffering and death that
enables resurrection and eternal life are leitmotifs
of all civilisations and ritually re-enacted as
spiritually cleansing acts. In politics, it gets re-
enacted as martyrdom, the ultimate act of
resistance. Mahatma Gandhi’s Satyagraha, for
many, was the most successful re-enactment of
this tapasya that inflicted maximum pain on the
Satyagrahis themselves, who sought to break the
shackles of slavery to walk into a new dawn of
freedom.Earlier this week, renowned Ladakhi
innovator, educationist and climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk completed a 21-day fast to
save the fragile Himalayas. The fast has immense
symbolic significance at various socio-political
and ritualistic levels. Gandhi’s longest fast went
on for 21 days, and Wangchuk is determined to
keep that as the benchmark to pursue this path of
resistance of the soul force against the Union
Government and its bureaucracy. His demands
need to be closely read, most importantly the one
about ‘nature representatives’in Parliament.

It might sound odd, but a ‘nature representative’
makes immense sense. For 60,000 square km of
Ladakh’s territory, there is just one Member of
Parliament, whose voice is obviously not heard.
Ladakh is being governed by bureaucrats since
the bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir on August
5,2019. The promise made by the BIP in its 2019
manifesto to include the Union Territory in the
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution remains a dead
letter. There is a democratic vacuum in the crown
of the Indian state; this is a sad and dangerous
situation.By fasting and also sleeping outdoors
with 300 other Satyagrahis in minus 12°C,
Wangchuk inflicted immense pain on himself to
make the rest of the country see the perilous path
of development without participation that the
government has undertaken in Ladakh. This is a
global hotspot. Two of the biggest nuclear-armed
armies of the world are in an eyeball-to-eyeball
confrontation there. But it is also a climate
flashpoint with its fragile ecology and the glaciers
that ought to be protected for all times to come.

The fight for political representation in Ladakh is
not for crumbs of power, but to protect the cold
desert and allay the fears in the minds of the
Ladakhis, who are the first line of defence against
any Chinese design. Thus, Wangchuk’s
Satyagraha is a national cause. He is demanding
full statehood and protection of the UT under the
umbrella of the Sixth Schedule.The district and
regional councils under the Schedule, obviously,
can pose impediments to speedy implementation
of decisions that need to be taken in the interests
of national security. But that does not mean that
the local population can be completely ignored by
rolling out the Ladakh Industrial Land Allotment
Policy 2023, which does not offer meaningful
local representation in the crucial committees
envisaged for single-window clearance for land
allotment. The three single-window clearance
committees at the district, department and state
levels do not instil confidence in the minds of the
local people that their concerns would be
addressed.Wangchuk is obviously being
romantic when he asks people of Mumbai and
Delhi to live simply and not overexploit nature.

What Michael Douglas’ character Gordon Gekko
says in the Hollywood movie Wall Street
—“greed is good” — is the basic mantra for
‘development’ as we understand it. But
Wangchuk wants us to rethink this mantra looking
at the glaciers, the valleys, the mountains, the
grazing lands and a way of life that would get
overwhelmed by investments, migrant workers
and new owners. In short, can India replicate the
Chinese model of infrastructure development on
the border by creating new villages?India’s
territorial integrity and the defence of its border
with China are non-negotiable, but so is the
democratic process of honouring the sentiments
of the local population. India, of course, will not
do to Ladakhis what China has done to Tibetans.
But this assurance needs to be given at the highest
levels of the Union Government, instead of
making Wangchuk lead another round of protest,
which will make the people more apprehensive

In January, the international court had

Bridge the skill gap

Despite affirmative measures taken by the government, there is scope for reconsideration of the public employment policy.

INITTATED over three decades ago, economic reforms are
still being implemented vigorously. A key promise of
these reforms was to free the manufacturing sector from
the shackles of regulation for achieving higher levels of
income and employment to fulfil the aspirations of the
growing working-age population. The reforms have
accelerated the pace of economic growth, raising the
stature of the Indian economy. But higher income
growth has not generated adequate employment
opportunities as the main driver of growth has been the
services sector rather than the manufacturing sector.

The India Employment Report 2024 has revealed a soaring
unemployment rate over the past two decades. The rate
has increased from 2.1 per cent in 2012 to 5.8 per cent in
2019, with a marginal decline to 4.1 per cent in 2022.
From 2000 to 2022, the labour force participation has
gone down from 61.6 per cent to 55.2 per cent. Similar
trends were observed in the workforce participation
rates. Consequently, the number of unemployed persons
aged 15 or above, both in rural and urban areas,
increased from 92 lakh in 2000 to 2.9 crore in 2019. A
decadal comparison (2012 to 2022) shows that there was
a rise of 1.25 crore unemployed people — from 1.04
crore in 2012 to 2.29 crore in 2022. On an annual basis,
70-80 lakh youth are added to the workforce; their
productive engagement could help India reap the
demographic dividend.The share of unemployed youth
in the total unemployed population was 82.9 per cent in
2022. The proportion of educated unemployed youth
among all jobless people increased from 54.2 per cent in
2000 to 65.7 per cent in 2022. Among the educated
youth, the share of women with secondary education or
above was 14.5 percentage points higher than that of the
men. The level of education and unemployment rates are
highly correlated — as the level of education increases,
the rate of unemployment rises. This is usually described
as a mismatch in terms of the skills that are required by
the employer but the workforce does not possess. Even
the Skill India Mission has not been able to address this
burgeoning skill gap due to its focus on the supply side
while ignoring the demand side.

The employment composition of the workforce in three
categories — self-employed, regular and casual
employment — shows that the self-employed ones
account for a large proportion of the employed workers.
When we compare youth with adult workforce in self-
employment, the former was of the order of 50 per cent
in 2000 and declined marginally to 48 per cent in 2022.
However, this went up from 54 per cent in 2000 to 58 per
cent in 2022 in the case of the adult workforce. Young
persons are more likely to be employed for unpaid
family work in the self-employment category than
adults. This is considered an inferior form of work
because it does not lead to an independent income or an
increase in participation, especially of women, in the

ROUSED by the worsening famine and

starvation among Palestinians in Gaza, the -
International Court of Justice (ICJ) on
Thursday ordered Israel to take immediate
measures to alleviate the humanitarian crisis.
The ICJ’s directive mandates Israel to open
additional land crossings to facilitate the
unimpeded entry of essentials into Gaza. This
is critical in view of the shocking reports that
31 persons, including 27 children, have
succumbed to malnutrition and dehydration.

instructed Israel to refrain from acts
potentially contravening the Genocide
Convention. Earlier this month, the WHO
warned that over a million Gazans could face
catastrophic hunger as they struggle to
procure food. Aid agencies have been striving
to deliver essential supplies, but their efforts are often
hampered by restrictions. The EU has accused Israel of

andrestive.

The gender gap in employment is glaring, and it belies the rhetoric of successwe governments | in the last two decades.

THE most telling response to the ‘India Employment
Report 2024: Youth employment, education and
skills’, brought out by the International Labour
Organisation and the Institute for Human
Development, came from Chief Economic Adviser
V Anantha Nageswaran. He said while releasing the
report that it was not for the government to keep
creating jobs, and that private enterprises must do it.
It might appear as a stark statement, which both
hides and reveals the failure on the economic front
of the NDA government, which boasts of a high
growth rate, relatively speaking, and India getting to
be among the top five economies in the world. India
is heading to be a $7-trillion economy by 2030. One
would assume that a prosperous, vibrant and
growing economy would also mean that most of the
working people are employed. During the UPA rule,
critics carped about jobless growth.The report says
that the growth in employment from 2000 to 2019
was stagnant, and it was the Covid-19 pandemic and
the post-pandemic period that saw an increase in
employment. The paradox of an increase in
employment during the pandemic years is obvious.
Open unemployment — which is not a suitable
indicator to measure the underutilisation of the
labour force in developing countries like India as not
many people can afford to remain unemployed —
has become rare. The key concern is
underemployment, where people work for lower
wages and in jobs for which they are overqualified.
During the pandemic and post-pandemic years,
there has been an increase in rural employment,
especially in agriculture. More women were
working as part of the rural resurgence in
employment, whereas the general trend in the first

public sphere. Since the preference of the youth is to be
employed in regular work, this does not necessarily
mean an improvement in the quality of the job because of
the absence of written contracts and non-availability of
social security benefits.

The labour market discrimination, as indicated by the

differences in the average monthly income of male and
female workers (self-employed and casual work), shows
that women are paid less than their male counterparts.
However, in the category of self-employment (regular
work), women are receiving higher monthly wages than
men.An important feature of the structure of the
workforce across sectors — agriculture, industry and
services — has been the shift from agriculture to mainly
services and somewhat in the industrial sector. These
trends have been halted, as indicated by the 8.9 per cent
growth of employment in the agriculture sector during
2019-22. This reversal, compared with the earlier trend,
has been attributed to the distress reflected in the mass
movements that originated in the countryside. A recent
rise in participation of the female workforce in the
countryside shows that distress has forced the workforce
to take up low-quality, low-wage and low-productivity
jobs.Despite the affirmative policy measures by the
Union and state governments, there is scope for
reconsideration of the public employment policy to

Famine in Gaza

World must push Israel to obey ICJ order

using starvation as a weapon of war, while the UN human
rights office has raised concerns that aid curbs may
constitute a war crime.However, the ICJ lacks an

Improve lives of poor

two decades of this century was a
decrease in rural employment because
people migrated to cities for jobs in
construction and service sectors. And |
women’s participation in the labour
force has been lagging behind that of §
men.

In 2022, underemployment stood at 7.5
per cent compared to 8.1 per cent in
2012 and 9.1 per cent in 2019. The year
2022 stands out as an unusual period, as
can be seen in the labour force
participation rate (LFPR). There was a
decline in the LFPR from 61.6 per cent
in 2000 to 50.2 per cent in 2019. The
LFPR climbed to 55.2 per cent in 2022.
The trend is partly reflected in the
figures for the labour force and the
workforce — the number of people who have the
potential to be employed and the number of people
employed. The labour force figure was 39.63 crore
in 2000 and 49.5 crore in 2019. While the labour
force grew by nearly 10 crore in the 19 years, the
workforce increased by 7.94 crore, leaving 1.98
crore ‘openly unemployed’. The number of those
unemployed was steep at 1.86 crore between 2012
and 2019. The workforce increased from 46.65
crorein2019to 54.4 crore in 2022, an increase of 7.8
crore. The pandemic has been a major pivot in
employment trends that need to be studied closely. It
shows how the rural sector helped poor people more
than any government intervention, something that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his team would
be reluctant to acknowledge.

The gender gap in employment is glaring, and it

contrasts with the rhetoric of successive
governments in the last two decades. The labour
force participation rate for men in 2000 was 83.6 per
cent; it fell to 79.8 per cent in 2012 and further to
75.5 in 2019 before rising modestly to 77.2 in 2022.
The figures for women were 38.9 per cent in 2000,
31.2in2012,24.5in 2019 and 32.8 in 2022. The gap
is too wide.There are other aspects of the job
challenges that India faces. From 2000 to 2022,
employment decreased in rural areas and in
agriculture. The pandemic reversed the trend
temporarily, and employment increased in urban
areas. This was in the services and construction
sectors, not in manufacturing. Employment in the
manufacturing sector remained stagnant in the two
decades. And the report emphasises the fact that it is
the manufacturing sector that creates the maximum
number of jobs, despite the digitalisation of the

tackle the grim employment situation. The 2024 report
has proposed five sets of policy suggestions. First and
foremost is the strategy to revive the manufacturing
growth momentum while integrating macroeconomic
and other policies to boost productive non-farm
employment opportunities. Greater attention should be
paid to MSMEs (micro, small and medium enterprises),
especially by providing more support while following a
decentralised approach. The second set of policies
should focus on improving the quality of employment.
For this, investment and regulation are required in the
emerging employment-providing sectors such as the
care sector and digital economy that employ young
people. The third set should concentrate on boosting
female participation in the workforce to reduce
inequality, along with an improved quality of work and
social safety net. The fourth set of policies is required to
overcome skill mismatch. Public policy should tackle
both demand and supply sides. Finally, it is suggested
that the deficit in knowledge on labour market patterns
and youth employment be bridged. There is a need to
revamp the statistical system to provide reliable figures
related to emerging forms of employment to shape
effective policy measures. Thus, the government has to
avoid adverse public policy measures and choose
alternatives for ensuring sustainable growth.

enforcement mechanism, underscoring the
need for Israel’s voluntary compliance and
cooperation with the UN to ensure the timely
delivery of food, water, fuel and medical
supplies. Meanwhile, there is no let-up in the
hostilities, with Israel’s military assault
exacerbating the suffering of Palestinians.
The war, which began last October, has
claimed tens of thousands of lives and
displaced a significant portion of Gaza’s
population. It is imperative for the
international community to exert pressure on
Tel Aviv to adhere to its legal obligations.
Israel’s staunchest ally, the US, must do more
than express frustration; it should provide
military aid to Israel only on the condition of
sparing civilians and prioritising the
facilitation of aid. The world cannot afford to
remain a bystander while Gaza tragically sinks deeper into
the mire.

process. It also says that the
majority of the younger segment of
the youth are better educated than
before, but they aspire to have
white-collar jobs. Very few among
the youth choose vocational
training. The older youth with
lower educational qualifications
continue with low-paying, semi-
skilled jobs.An important finding
of the report is that the informal
economy and informal
employment are predominant
trends, and that even in the formal
sector, it is informal employment
that is the norm. It is a fact that
wages in the informal sector are
low compared to formal
employment. This is likely to be explained by pro-
government economists as a social characteristic of
the Indian economy because the GDP growth is
good enough for the ruling class to thump its chest.
The irony would be that India could become the
third largest economy after the US and China, but it
will remain a low middle-income country where
people have to struggle to eke out a living. It may be
impractical to expect that a growing economy will
provide well-paid jobs for all. At the same time, it
would be rather immoral to boast about national
glory when most of the people are at the bottom of
the heap. This is less about inequality and more
about basic livelihood. The question remains: is a
vibrant economy meant to improve the lives of
people, or are the people there to make the economy
grow while they remain on the margins?
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Fourth quarter will also
have...": Nirmala Sitharaman
bets on 8% growth

NEW DELHI. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said India's gross domestic product (GDP) is on track to
grow by 8% in the fourth quarter of FY24, maintaining
the momentum from the previous three months.

India's GDP grew by 8.4% in the third quarter of FY24,
much higher than the 7.6% growth record in the
previous quarter.Sitharaman said the Indian economy
18 likely to see the same rate of year-on-year expansion
for the entire financial year, highlighting the impact of
improved inflation management and macroeconomic
stability."Hopefully the fourth quarter ... will also have
(growth) of 8% or above 8% resulting in 2023/24
having an average growth in GDP of 8% or over 8%,"
news agency Reuters quoted Sitharaman as saying
during an event in the financial hub of Mumbai.

It may be noted that the GDP data for the fourth quarter
will be released on May 31.Latest government
estimates project the Indian economy to grow at 7.6%
inFy24.

HDFC Bank Proposes To Sell
Its Subsidiary HDFC Education

New Delhi. HDFC Bank has decided to sell its 100 per
cent stake in HDFC Education and Development
Services Private Ltd. The transaction will be
undertaken through the Swiss challenge method,
HDFC Bank said in a regulatory filing on Saturday.

"In this regard, HDFC Bank has, on March 30, 2024,
entered into a binding term sheet with an interested
party, and the offer contained in such term sheet shall
serve as the anchor/base bid to seek counter offers from
other parties interested in participating in the aforesaid
Swiss challenge process," it added. (Also Read: One
New IPO This Week: Check Subscription Dates, Price
Band, Lot Size, And More)

HDFC Bank will finalise the purchaser on the basis of the
completion of the Swiss challenge process, it said,
adding that after which the bank and successful bidder
would enter into definitive documentation for the
purposes. HDFC Education is engaged in providing
services to three education schools, it said.

One New IPO This Week:

Check Subscription Dates,
Price Band, Lot Size, And More

New Delhi. After a bustling month of March, the PO
market gears up for a flurry of activity in the first month
of the new financial year, 2024-25. Investors can expect
several mainboard and SME IPOs to hit the subscription
lane. There may be good opportunities for investment.

There is only one IPO set to hit Dalal Street next week i.e.
Bharti Hexacom Limited IPO.Bharti Hexacom Limited
IPOOne of the notable IPOs lined up for April is Bharti
Hexacom Limited, a subsidiary of telecom giant Bharti
Airtel Limited. The company operates primarily in
Rajasthan and the North Eastern states. (Also Read:
'Why Aren't You Going On Holiday?': Boss's Bizarre
Question To Fired Employee Goes Viral)

Bharti Hexacom Limited IPO: Subscription Dates

Bharti Hexacom is set to launch its public offer on April 3,
and the subscription window closes on April 5.

Bharti Hexacom Limited [PO: OFS

The public offer amounts to Rs 4,275 crore and comprises
entirely of an offer for sale (OFS) of 7.5 crore shares.

Bharti Hexacom Limited [PO: Price Band

The IPO price band has been fixed at Rs 542 to Rs 570 per
share.

Bharti Hexacom Limited IPO: Lot Size

The minimum lot size for the application is set at 26
shares.

Gold hits a new record, best
month in over 3 yrs

HYDERABAD. A week after it vaulted over the
$2,200/0z mark in international markets for the first
time, gold touched yet another life-high of $2,236 in
the wee hours of Friday. In March, it has gained 9.3%,
logging its best month since July 2020 (see graphic).

Though MCX remained closed on account of Good
Friday, prices of 24k gold were quoting above Rs
70,000 per 10gm (including import duty & GST) in
the local market. With the yellow metal closing at an
all-time high of $2,233, Indian Bullion and Jewellers
Association national secretary Surendra Mehta said it
may well open $30-40 higher on Monday.

"Gold has gone off the charts. If it keeps growing at this
rate, it will become more of an investment commodity
than a consumer item. Once that happens, it will only

go up higher," said Mehta, pointing out that the latest
jump could be attributed to heavy buying by China in
addition to buying by central banks of other countries.
Avinash Gupta, former director of All India Gems &
Jewellery Domestic Council, said prices are moving
on technicals only as there is no change in
fundamentals except for increased buying by central
banks. "The technical support is so strong that now,
we are looking at $2,350." But the more gold dazzles,
the more it loses its sheen for jewellery consumers.
"Jewellery business is down everywhere to just 30%
ofnormal levels due to rising prices," Gupta said.

Healthy, tough competition in Indian aviation
price sensitive too: IndiGo CEO

market;

NEW DELHI. There is healthy and tough
competition in the Indian market, which is
also price sensitive, the country's largest
airline IndiGo's chief Pieter Elbers said
and emphasised that there is an enormous
demand for travel. At the helm of the airline
having a domestic market share of little
over 60 per cent and more than 360 aircraft
in its fleet, Elbers also mentioned that
overall price levels in India are "very very
competitive", something that he thinks one
should take "as part of the change in India
itself and the diversity of India".

While air traffic continues to rise and airlines
expand their operations by connecting new
destinations, there are also concerns in
certain quarters about airfares being
higher, especially during peak seasons.

Air ticket prices in the country are
deregulated, and fares are mostly a
function of supply and demand.In a recent
interview with PTI, Elbers said there is
healthy and tough competition in the
Indian market."Indian consumers are
really eager to travel, but it is also a price-
sensitive market. What [ see is that
whenever a new route is announced, there

is enormous demand from consumers to
travel," the IndiGo CEO said.The country
is one of the world's fastest-growing civil
aviation markets.

On average, the number of daily domestic air

traffic is around 4.3-4.5 lakh, and domestic
airlines carried more than 15.20 crore
passengers in 2023."India is indeed a price
sensitive market, and we see some

fluctuations in the prices...the natural
fluctuation of fares, we see it for hotels, we
see it for other businesses and airlines as
well."If you look at the overall price level
in India, it is very very competitive, if not
low, compared to some other parts of the
world.

think you should take it as part of the
change in India itself and the diversity of

—

India," Elbers said.According to travel
portal Cleartrip, airfares are likely to
remain higher in the short term and up to
15 per cent higher till May compared to
the year-ago period."Due to the ongoing
supply chain and engine issues, there is a
muted outlook on the capacity addition.
This will lead to a high-fare environment
for domestic travel. We're running at 15
per cent higher fares than last year in
March. A similar trend is expected in
April. Both are compared to last year,"
Cleartrip CEO Ayyappan Rajagopal
said.Earlier this month, Akasa Air
Founder and CEO Vinay Dube said that
airfares in India are incredibly
affordable.In February this year, a
Parliamentary panel proposed route-
specific capping of airfares and setting up
of a separate entity to exercise control over
air ticket prices, amid concerns in various
quarters about surging fares.After
considering the responses from the Civil
Aviation Ministry on airfares, the
committee said that self-regulation of
ticket prices by airlines has not been
effective.

Infosys to get refund of Rs 6,329
crore from the tax department

Infosys to receive Rs 6,329 crore

refund from Income Tax

department

Company discloses tax liability

of Rs 2,763 crore for 2007-08 to

2018-19

IT giant to release Q4FY24

results on April 18

New Delhi Infosys is set to receive a
refund of Rs 6,329 crore from the
Income Tax department, the company
announced in a recent stock exchange
filing.It also disclosed a tax liability of
Rs 2,763 crore in connection with
assessment orders from 2007-08 to
2018-19."Infosys received orders under
Section 250 & 254 of the Income Tax
Act, 1961 from the Income Tax
Department, Government of India for
assessment years 07-08 to 15-16, 17-18

& 18-19 during the quarter. As per the
orders the Company expects a refund
of INR 6,329 crores (including
interest),” said Infosys.“The Company
has also received an assessment order
under Section 143(3) of the Income
Tax Act, 1961 for assessment year 22-

—Infoss
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23 with a tax demand of INR 2,763
crores (including interest) and under
Section 201 & 201 (1A) of the Income
Tax Act, 1961 for assessment year 11-12
with a tax demand of INR 4 crores
(including interest)," read the exchange
filing.Infosys stated that it is currently
assessing the impact of these orders on

its financial statements for the quarter

and fiscal year ending March 31, 2024.

The company clarified that its income

tax expense include current and deferred

income tax and is contemplating filing

appeals against these orders.
Furthermore, an Infosys subsidiary is
expected to receive refund orders
under various sections of the
Income Tax Act, 1961, totaling
Rs 14 crore for assessment years
2007-09 and 2016-17.The IT
giant is scheduled to release its
& fourth-quarter results for fiscal
£'s 2024 and offer revenue guidance
for fiscal 2025 on April 18 after
market close.It may be noted that
global brokerage firm Morgan
Stanley reaffirmed its
Overweight rating on Infosys,
setting a price target of Rs 1750,
signaling a 17% upside potential from
its previous closing price of Rs 1498.05
on March 28.The firm cited Infosys's
robust execution and innovative service
offerings as key factors behind its
positive outlook.

443 infra projects hit by cost overrun
of Rs 4.92 lakh crore in Feb 2024

NEW DELHI. As many as 443
infrastructure projects, each entailing an
investment of Rs 150 crore or above,
were hit by a cost overrun of more than
Rs 4.92 lakh crore in February 2024, an
official report stated.According to the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), which
monitors infrastructure projects worth
Rs 150 crore and above, out of 1,902
projects, 443 reported cost overruns |
and 764 projects were delayed. .

"Total original cost of implementation of
the 1,902 projects was Rs 27,08,030.44
crore, and their anticipated completion
cost is likely to be Rs 32,00,507.55
crore, which reflects overall cost
overruns of Rs 4,92,477.11 crore
(18.19 per cent of original cost)," the
ministry's latest report for February
2024 said.

ccording to the report, the expenditure
incurred on these projects till February
2024 is Rs 16,76,739 crore, which i1s
52.39 per cent of the anticipated cost of

the projects.However, the number of
delayed projects decreases to 568 if the
delay is calculated on the basis of the
latest schedule of completion, it added.

Further, it said that for 389 projects,

neither the year of commissioning nor
the tentative gestation period has been
reported.Out of the 764 delayed
projects, 188 have overall delays in the
range of 1-12 months, 185 have been
delayed for 13-24 months, 275 projects
for 25-60 months, and 116 projects have

been delayed for more than 60 months.

The average time overrun in these 764
delayed projects is 36.27
months.Reasons for time overrun, as
reported by various project
implementing agencies, include delay
in land acquisition, obtaining forest and
environment clearances, and lack of
infrastructure support and linkages.

Delays in tie-up for project financing,
finalisation of detailed engineering,
change in scope, tendering, ordering
and equipment supply, and law and
order problems are among other
reasons. The report also cited state-wise
lockdowns due to COVID-19 (imposed
in 2020 and 2021) as a reason for the
delay in the implementation of these
projects.It has also been observed that
project executing agencies are not
reporting revised cost estimates and
commissioning schedules for many
projects, which suggests that time/cost
overrun figures are under-reported, it
added

Last day to file updated ITR:

Here’s all you need to know

New Delhi. The deadline for filing the updated
income tax return (ITR) of March 31 is here, and
missing this deadline could result in penalties of
up to Rs 10,000.This deadline refers to filing the
updated return for any of the assessment years
2021-22,2022-23, and 2023-24.

So, if you haven't yet filed your updated ITR, now's
the time to prioritise this task. However, rushing
at the last minute may lead to errors, hence it
requires attention.As per Section 139 (8A) of the
I-T Act, ITR-U can be filed within two years from
the conclusion of the concerned financial year.

What exactly isupdated ITR (ITR-U)?

It was introduced in the Union Budget 2022 by the
government. The concept of the updated ITR
(ITR-U) aims to facilitate tax compliance without
legal repercussions. It allows individuals to
correct mistakes, under-reporting, or
misreporting income in their original tax
return.Those who missed the initial filing
deadline can also utilise ITR-U. Failure to file or
errors in filing can result in notices and penalties
ofup to 300% of the tax evaded.

When's the deadline to file updated ITR?

The updated ITR can be filed within 24 months
from the end of the relevant financial year. For the
assessment year 2021-22, the deadline to file
updated returns is March 31, 2024. In the current

financial year, updated returns can be filed for AY
2021-22 (FY 2021)and AY 2022-23 (FY 2022).

What are the additional charges under ITR-U?As
per Section 139 (8A) of the I-T Act, ITR-U can be
filed within two years from the conclusion of the
concerned financial year.

What exactly isupdated ITR (ITR-U)?

It was introduced in the Union Budget 2022 by the
government. The concept of the updated ITR
(ITR-U) aims to facilitate tax compliance without
legal repercussions. It allows individuals to
correct mistakes, under-reporting, or
misreporting income in their original tax return.

Those who missed the initial filing deadline can
alsoutilise ITR-U. Failure to file or errors in filing
can result in notices and penalties of up to 300%
of the tax evaded.When's the deadline to file
updated ITR?

The updated ITR can be filed within 24 months
from the end of the relevant financial year. For the
assessment year 2021-22, the deadline to file
updated returns is March 31,2024.

~ New income tax regime: Salaried
individuals can claim these deductions

Although the new tax regime
has hecome more appealing
after the Union Budget 2023-
24, it does not incorporate
the standard deductions
available under the old tax

regime.

NEW DELHLI. If you intend to choose the
new tax regime for the financial year 2024-
25, there are two deductions available
specifically for salaried individuals.The
new tax regime, which has zero tax
liability for people with income up to Rs 7
lakh, has become the default regime for
taxpayers.Although the new tax regime
has become more appealing after the
Union Budget 2023-24, it does not
incorporate the standard deductions
available under the old tax
regime.However, there are some
deductions that salaried deductions can

claim under the new regime.

Standard Deduction

It is a straightforward benefit offered
exclusively to salaried individuals and
pensioners. When calculating the net
taxable salary or pension income,
employers automatically subtract Rs
50,000 as a standard deduction from the
gross salary. No documentation is
required to claim this deduction.This
deduction is reflected in Part B of Form
16, the TDS certificate issued by the
employer, detailing the taxes deducted
from the salary throughout the financial
year. When filing the income tax return
(ITR), individuals can claim this
deduction under the head "Income from
salaries/pension" as per Section 16(ia) of
the Income-tax Act.In addition, family
pensioners are also eligible for the
standard deduction, albeit at a reduced rate
of Rs 15,000 compared to the Rs 50,000
available for salaried individuals and
pensioners. Family pension is taxed under
the head "Income from other sources."

Section 80CCD (2) deduction under NPS

This deduction has been available since the
introduction of the new tax regime in the
fiscal year 2020-21.It applies when an

employer deposits funds into an
employee's Tier-I NPS account. The
income tax laws specify the maximum
deduction allowed for both private and
government employees.

Private sector employees can claim up to
10% of their salary as a deduction, while
government employees can claim up to
14% of their salary under Section 80CCD
(2).Salary, according to income tax laws,
includes basic py plus dearness allowance.

Typically, the employer's contribution to an
employee's Tier I NPS account forms part
of the employee's cost to the company
(CTC), which can reduce the employee's
take-home pay.The employer's NPS

contribution is included in the gross salary
payable by the employer. Employees must
claim the deduction under Section 80CCD
(2) when filing their income tax return
(ITR). Part B of Form 16 will contain
details of the employer's
contribution to the NPS
account.Employees do not
need to provide proof of NPS
contribution to avoid higher
TDS from salaries because the
contribution is made directly
by the employer to the NPS
account, similar to how
Employees' Provident Fund
(EPF) contributions are made.
However, employees should
check their employer's policy
on proof submission.It's
important to note that if an employer's
NPS contribution exceeds a certain limit, it
may be taxable in the hands of the
employee.According to income tax laws,
if the total contributions by an employer to
EPF, NPS, and Superannuation fund in a
financial year exceed Rs 7.5 lakh, the
excess amount will be taxable to the
employee.Additionally, any interest,
dividend, or return earned on the excess
contribution will also be taxable.
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Pawar vs Pawar In Maharashtra As Supriya
Sule Takes On Rebel Cousin's Wife

Mumbai. In Maharashtra's Baramati, a
historic showdown awaits as the splintered
National Congress Party (NCP) gears up for
aunique 'Pawar vs Pawar' contest in Supriya
Sule, daughter of the party's patriarch Sharad
Pawar, going up against Sunetra Pawar, wife
of Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar.Baramati, in Pune district, has
evolved over the years from facing
devastating famines into a thriving hub of
agriculture, industry, and commerce.
Decades of Pawar family dominance have
shaped the political narrative of this region.
The Pawar family's influence has been
integral to this transformation, with Sharad
Pawar's political career tracing back to the
1960s when he first won in this constituency.

candidate representing the rival
faction.On July 2 last year, Ajit
Pawar, accompanied by eight
NCP MLAs, aligned with the
Eknath Shinde administration,
prompting a fracture within the
NCP party ranks. The division
within the NCP has left voters and
party workers with a choice
between two Pawars."It will be a
very tough choice for voters and
party workers to choose between
two Pawars. It is a contest they
would never have imagined
before July 2 last year," said
Madan Devkate, a local leader, as
quoted by news agency

1<

influence

Purandar, while Baramati and
Indapur have historically
favoured the NCP (prior to its
division). The BJP holds
in Daund and
Khadakwasala.In the 2019
elections, Supriya Sule clinched
her third consecutive win in the
Baramati constituency under the
NCP banner.NCP (SP) - the
Sharad Pawar faction, a member
of the opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA), along with Shiv
Sena (UBT) and Congress, will
vie for 10 seats in Maharashtra, a
state with 48 Lok Sabha seats.
Baramati's polls are scheduled for

additional backing from Shiv Sena cadres
under Chief Minister Eknath Shinde's
leadership, as well as the BJP.In the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, BJP candidate
Kanchan Kul, wife of Daund MLA Rahul
Kul, suffered defeat to Ms Sule by a margin
of over 1.55 lakh votes.Ms Sule's victory
margin in Baramati during her debut Lok
Sabha contest in 2009 was 3,36,831 against
BJP nominee Kanta Nalawade. This margin
decreased to 69,719 in 2014 when Rashtriya
Samaj Paksha leader Mahadev Jankar
contested against her. In 2019, Ms Sule's
vote tally surged to 6,86,714 with a vote
share of 52.63%, securing victory by over
1.55 lakh votes.Sunetra Pawar is the second
member of Ajit Pawar's family to contest

Schism In The Family

The emergence of two factions within the NCP,
led by Sharad Pawar and his nephew Ajit
Pawar, has set the stage for a dramatic
electoral showdown. The NCP's founding
faction has nominated Supriya Sule, 54,
while Sunetra Pawar, 60 and Ms Sule's
sister-in-law, has entered the fray as the

PTI.Since the 1960s, the

Baramati Lok Sabha constituency,
encompassing Baramati, Indapur, Daund,
Purandar, Bhor, and Khadakwasla assembly
seats, has served as Sharad Pawar's
stronghold.Ajit Pawar has represented
Baramati as an MLA since 1991, and had
registered a resounding victory in 2019 by

securing an astonishing 83 per cent of the
vote share.

Supriya vs Sunetra

The Baramati Lok Sabha constituency consists
of six assembly segments: Baramati town,
Indapur, Daund, Purandar, Bhor, and
Khadakwasla.Within these segments, the
Congress holds sway over Bhor and

the third phase on May 7.For
Sule, aged 54, this marks her debut in a Lok
Sabha election where the NCP's support base
will be divided between followers of her
father and her cousin. While Sule relies on
the allegiance of the Pawar Clan's supporters
and her track record as a Lok Sabha
representative, Ajit Pawar can garner

Lok Sabha elections. In 2019, Ajit's son
Parth contested from the Maval seat in Pune
district but was defeated by Shiv Sena's
Shrirang Barne.Sunetra Pawar hails from a
politically active family in Marathwada. She
is the sister of Padamsinh Patil, a former
minister who initially belonged to the
Congress but later joined.

'l Have To Go': Andhra Teen
Dies By Suicide After Alleged
Sex Assault; Leaves Heart-
Wrenching Message To Family

New Delhi. A 17-year-old student has died by jumping
from her college building in Vishakhapatnam.
Shortly before her death, the victim alleged that she
was sexually harassed at the college. In her heart-
wrenching final words, she expressed her inability to
report the harassment to either the college
authorities or the police. The student feared
retaliation from her assaulters who possessed
compromising photos of her and threatened to share
them on social media.The girl also revealed that
several of her peers at the college had also
experienced sexual assault. Towards the end, the
victim, addressed her elder sister, and expressed,
"I'msorry, Didi, but I have to leave."

Final Words

College authorities had informed the family about her
disappearance around 10 PM on Thursday. Around
12:50 am on Friday, the girl responded to her
family's messages, urging them not to worry. She
wrote in Telugu, "Please don't worry. I can't explain
why [ am leaving, and even if I could, you wouldn't
understand. Please forget about me. [ am truly sorry.
Mom and Dad, I am grateful for your love and
upbringing. My journey is coming to an end."

In her final messages, she congratulated her expecting
elder sister and advised her younger sister to focus
on her studies and happiness, unlike herself.
Addressing her father, she cited sexual harassment
as the reason for her decision to take her own life.
She further explained reporting it would be futile
due to threats from her harassers.The reason I'm
doing this is because if I'm gone, you'll grieve for a
while but eventually move on. But if I stay, you'll
constantly suffer," she wrote.

Lok Sabha Polls: BJP
Candidate Sanjeev Balyan's
Convoy Attacked In
Muzaffarnagar, Union
Minister Safe

New Delhi. Union Minister and BJP candidate from
Muzaffarnagar Sanjeev Balyan’s convoy was attacked
on Saturday. Several individuals had allegedly pelted
stones at his convoy during his campaign for the Lok
Sabha Elections 2024. The supporters however
rescued the BJP leader to safety.

The authorities had recieved reports of stone pelting
around 8:30 pm in village Madkarimpur, which falls
within the Khatauli police station's jurisdiction.
Prajapat said, “After reaching the village, it came to
light that today in the evening, a public meeting was
being held in the village by the Bharatiya Janata Party
candidate. During this public meeting, slogans were
first raised by some anti-social elements and then
stones were pelted at the convoy of vehicles parked
outside.”

Sudhir Saini, District President of the Bharatiya Janata
Party slammed the opposition. Saini said that the
opposition fears Sanjeev Balyan's growing popularity.
Saini provided details of the incident, mentioning at
least two injuries and damage to 6-7 vehicles.
Muzaffarnagar Lok Sabha Seat

Balyan is eyeing a third-time win from the
Muzaffarnagar seat. In 2019, Balyan won 569,535
votes and beat RLD’s stalwart Ajit Singh by a margin
of 3,782 votes. In 2014, Balyan had won the
Muzaffarnagar seat by beating BSP’s Kadir Rana by a
margin of 398,410 votes. According to th Sunday
Guardian, nearly 14.2% of the population in the
constituency belongs to the Scheduled Castes and
40% are Muslim. Any possible division in Jat
votes—out of a total 18 lakh or 18% of the
population—may decide who the winner would be.
Thakurs and Gujjars also constitute 10% of the
population each.

The upcoming Lok Sabha elections in Uttar Pradesh are
scheduled across seven phases, with Muzaffarnagar
set for voting in the initial phase on April 19th.

Andhra forest officials hack into tree, water gushes out

New Delhi. Forest department
authorities in Andhra Pradesh's Alluri
Sitharama Raju district cut the bark of
an Indian laurel tree, with water
gushing out. A video of the incident
has gone viral on social media and left
everyone amazed.The forest officials
cut the bark of the tree at Papikonda
National Park to find that the tree
stores water in the summer.

This knowledge was shared with the
forest department by the Konda Reddi
tribe, a particularly vulnerable tribal
group inhabiting the Papikonda hill
range in the Godavari region. The tribe
is renowned for its indigenous
knowledge of trees.The Indian Laurel
tree, scientifically known as Ficus
microcarpa, is a tropical or subtropical
tree found primarily in several parts of

Asia, Western Pacific Islands and
Australia.

As an ornamental tree, it provides a
dense canopy and has a smooth light-
gray bark, and shiny green lanceolate
leaves. Its thick foliage creates
excellent habitat for various bird
secies, and its small round figs serve as
food for birds.Meanwhile, the water

gushing out from the Indian laurel
tree's bark comes at a time when there
has been a water scarcity in several
parts of India, including in Andhra
Pradesh and neighbouring Karnataka,
where its capital Bengaluru is facing a
severe water crisis.Reservoirs in
Andhra Pradesh have a water storage
of 22 per cent, compared to 66 per
centlast year.
Of the 21 major states where reservoir
status is tracked, 15 have reservoir
levels below the decade-average. In
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra
Pradesh, along with Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh, reservoir
levels are over 20 per cent less than the
decade-average. At 49 per cent, the
departure from the ten-year average is
the highest in Andhra Pradesh.

"I Had To Dissent": Justice Nagarathna
On Demonetisation Judgment

New Delhi. Supreme Court Judge BV
Nagarathna has cautioned against
instances of governors sitting
indefinitely on bills passed by elected
legislatures, referring to the case
involving the Punjab Governor.

In her keynote address at the inaugural
session of the fifth edition of Courts
and the Constitution Conference,
held at the NALSAR University of =
Law here on Saturday, Justice
Nagarathna spoke about the
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly
case as another instance of
gubernatorial overreach, where the
governor lacked sufficient material to
declare the floor test."This is not a
healthy trend under the Constitution to
bring the actions or omissions of the
Governor of a state for consideration
before constitutional courts," she said.

"I think I must appeal that the office of a
governor, though it is called a
gubernatorial post, the governor's post
is a serious constitutional post, the
governors must discharge their duties
under the constitution in accordance
with the Constitution so that this kind
of litigation before the law courts is

reduced," Justice Nagarathna
added.She said it was quite
embarrassing for the governors to be
told to do or not to do a thing.So, a time
has come where they would be now
told to discharge their duties as per the

Constitution, she said.Justice
Nagarthna's comments came days after
a three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice of India DY Chandrachud
expressed "serious concern" over the
conduct of Tamil Nadu Governor RN
Ravi for his refusal to reinduct DMK
leader K Ponmudi as a minister in the
state cabinet.Justice Nagarathna also
spoke on her dissent on the
demonetisation case.She said she had

to dissent against the move by the
central government as in 2016, when
the decision was announced, the ? 500
and ? 1,000 notes comprised 86 per
cent of the total currency notes in
circulation, and 98 per cent of it came
back after they were banned.In
October 2016, the Indian government
demonetised ? 500 and ? 1,000
banknotes, purportedly in a blow
against the black money."I thought it
was a way of converting money into
white money by this demonetisation
because firstly, 86 per cent of the
currency was demonetised and 98 per
cent of the currency came back and
became white money. All the
unaccounted money went back to the
bank.

Therefore, I thought it was a good way of
getting unaccounted cash accounted.
Therefore, this common man's
predicament really stirred me.
Therefore, I had to dissent," the judge
said.The conference heard addresses
from judges of the Supreme Courts of
Nepal and Pakistan Justices Sapana
Pradhan Malla and Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah

Who Is DM Aryaka Akhoury? Ghazipur
Collector Who Went Viral After Spat
With Mukhtar Ansari’s Brother

New Delhi. Gangster-politician Mukhtar Ansari
was cremated on Saturday in his hometown
Ghazipur where thousands of people from a
particular community gathered to attend the
procession. While Section 144 was in force and
any gathering was prohibited, the administration
allowed people to march to the burial ground.
However, after people tried to force enter the
burial ground, tense moments prevailed leading
to a verbal spat between Mukhtar Ansari's brother
Afzal Ansari and Ghazipur DM Aryaka Akhoury.
Avideo capturing a tense exchange between them
regarding the funeral process of offering soil has
become widely circulated on social media. Ansari
was cremated at the Kali Bagh graveyard in
Mohammadabad town for his final rites.

With Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) in effect, prohibiting gatherings of more
than four individuals, Akhoury and other
administrative personnel were overseeing the
preparations at the cemetery and regulating
access for mourners.

An administrative official in a statement to press,
mentioned that the discussion revolved around a
burial tradition involving attendees pouring soil
onto the grave. Akhoury opposed the MP, stating
that no advance permission had been requested
for conducting the ritual. In response to the DM's
statement, the MP asserted, "No restrictive orders
can prevent people from joining the cremation
ritual." To this, the DM responded that she would
take legal action against the violators. The DM
has gone viral for its strict stance to maintain law
and order.

Who Is Aryaka Akhoury?

Akhoury garnered attention for her stringent
actions against mafias and land sharks during her
tenure since she joined the Indian Administrative
Services. Born on December 14, 1985, Akhoury
hails from the Patna district of Bihar. Holding an
MSc in Biotechnology, she entered the Indian
Administrative Services (IAS) in 2013.
Commencing her career on September 2, 2013,
after completing training in Mussoorie, she began
as a Joint Magistrate in Varanasi.

Progressing through various roles, she served as the
Chief Development Officer in Meerut district and
later as the Special Secretary in the Secondary
Education Department of the Government of
Uttar Pradesh. On February 11, 2022, she
assumed her first position as the Collector in
Bhadohi district.

South Will Help Reach Modi Target Of 370;
BJP Has Highest TRP In Country: Nitin Gadkari

NAGPUR. Avowing abiding confidence in

from Nagpur, said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's goal of Gadkari launched his campaign with

370 seats, BJP leader Nitin Gadkari says
the additional seats to its current strength
of 288 will come from gains in southern
India in the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections. In a wide ranging interview
with PTI at his residence in Nagpur,
Gadkari said there is "no doubt" in his
mind that the BJP-led NDA alliance will
cross 400 seats and that Modi will take
over as prime minister for a third term
because of the solid work done by the
government in the last 10 years.He
dismissed allegations that the Modi
government is “weaponising” central
probe agencies such as the Enforcement
Directorate and CBI to weaken the
opposition, saying BJP's rivals should
make efforts to overcome adversity by
winning the confidence of the people. “Is
it our responsibility to make the
opposition weak or strong? When we had
justtwo MPs and were weak, we never got
any package out of sympathy,” Gadkari,
who is seeking a third Lok Sabha term

feel the BJP will alone get 370
seats and the NDA will cross 400,”
Gadkari said.

a massive road show on Saturday
through Nagpur, his motorcade
crawling through a sea of
supporters who withstood 40
degrees Celsius temperature to
welcome the local hero. The
programme, which was to take two
hours ended four hours later as
supporters covered him with gulal
and insisted on offering him snacks
every time he stopped. Gadkari
said the BJP emerged stronger over the
years due to the sheer hard work of its
workers and the opposition too has to
make efforts to earn the people's
confidence.“The nature of democracy is
such that this keeps changing. Whatever
role you play, you always have to make
efforts and overcome adversity. This is
important for any opposition party,” he
said. He was also asked to explain the
arithmetic of 370 seats for BJP and more
than 400 seats for the National
Democratic Alliance, given that they have
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already maxed out in their stronghold
states.“There is no need to make a state-
wise analysis. This time we will taste
success in the South. The work we have
done in the south and the northeast over
the last 10 years under Prime Minister
Modi's leadership... we have started
getting results of the same,” he said. “We
have worked hard in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka. We had very little presence in
these states. This time we will do well in
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. We have
been performing well in north India. So, I

The senior BJP leader said the people
of the country want to see
development and have faith in the
leadership of Modi, which will be
reflected in the elections. To a
question on the claims by certain
quarters that the BJP will fall short
of the majority mark, which in turn
could trigger a race for the post of
the prime minister, Gadkari

responded vehemently: "Not at all!" “We

are completely confident that we will get a

complete majority and will also cross the

400 mark and Narendra Modi ji will

become the country's prime minister for

the third consecutive term. There is no
doubt about this in my mind,” he
said.Gadkari who won with a margin of

more than two lakh seats in the 2019

elections said his goal this time is to win

by a five lakh margin. He said he is
confident of getting minority and Dalit
votes this time.
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Children among 8 killed, dozen

injured in heavy rain in Pakistan

World. Heavy rains killed eight people, mostly children,
and injured 12 in Pakistan’s northwest, an official said
Saturday.Downpours in different districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province caused rooms to collapse,
crushing the people inside, according to Anwar
Shahzad, a spokesperson for the local disaster
management authority.Shahzad said that three of the
dead were siblings aged between 3 and 7 years old,
from the same family. The casualties occurred in the
past 24 hours, he added.Pakistan has this year
experienced a delay in winter rains, which started in
February instead of November. Monsoon and winter
rains cause damage in Pakistan every year.Earlier this
month, around 30 people died in rain-related incidents
in the northwest.Across the border in Afghanistan,
heavy rainfall on March 29 and 30 destroyed more than
1,500 acres of agricultural land, causing severe damage
to hundreds of homes and critical infrastructure like
bridges and roads in seven provinces, the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said
Saturday.The provinces most affected are northern
Faryab, eastern Nangarhar, and central Daikundi.It’s
the third time that the northern region has experienced
flooding in less than a month, with seven people killed,
and 384 families affected by heavy rains, the UN
agency said.

Massive fire followed by explosions
at Indonesian ammunition depot,
no casualties

Bogor, Indonesia Indonesian firefighters were battling
to put out a massive fire that broke out on Saturday
(local time) at a military ammunition depot just outside
the capital, causing a series of explosions and sending
flames and smoke into the night sky.No one was
reported to have died or been injured in the incident,
military official Mohammad Hasan told reporters at the
scene, saying the fire had started in a part of the facility
that was used to store expired ammunition."We have
checked the location and perimeters. There are no
fatalities," Hasan told a press conference near the site in
Bogor, on the outskirts of Jakarta."The expired
ammunitions contain chemicals that can be unstable.
There could have been some frictions that sparked the
fire," he said.

Army official Kristomei Sianturi said authorities had
started extinguishing the fire several hours after it
started at 6:30 pm (local time).

Firefighters and paramedics were not initially able to
reach the scene, according to local media reports.

Footage broadcast by local network KompasTV showed
orange flames and billowing clouds of smoke rising
into the night sky, while loud explosions could be heard
from several kilometres away.Local resident Arga
Nanda told KompasTV he had heard a loud explosion
that shook doors and windows. People ran out into the
streets thinking it was an earthquake, he said.

Kristomei said authorities were evacuating people from
nearby neighbourhoods. He also warned residents not
to touch any objects that may be been blown outwards
by explosions.

Vladimir Putin 'in pain' over
Moscow attack: 'No tears on his
face, but...

Russian President Vladimir Putin was still pained
by the March 22 terror attack at a concert hall
near Moscow even if the emotions were outrightly
not visible, Kremlin said.

Moscow The Kremlin said on Saturday (local
time) that President Vladimir Putin was still
pained by last week's massacre at a Moscow
concert hall, even if this was not outwardly
visible.More than one week after terrorists
stormed Crocus City Hall on the outskirts of the
capital, killing 144 people and injuring hundreds
more, Putin has not publicly met with survivors

or visited the scene of the attack.This is despite
Russian media reporting that Western diplomats,
including those from the European Union and
the US, visited a makeshift memorial for victims
outside the venue on Saturday.Spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told a state TV reporter that Putin
was dealing with the tragedy in his own way.
"Believe me, if you don't see tears on his face, it
doesn't mean he's not in pain. And what he is
going through, itis unlikely that anyone will ever
recognise and understand," he said. The Kremlin
gave no indication this week the Russian leader
plans to visit the relatives of those killed in the
attack, the country's deadliest in two
decades.Instead, security agencies have shifted
the focus on to who was responsible, detaining a
dozen suspects, including the four suspects from
Tajikistan. The Islamic State (IS) terror group has
said several times since the March 22 attack that
they were responsible, and [S-affiliated media
channels have published graphic videos of the
terrorists inside the venue.While Putin has
acknowledged "radical Islamists" carried out the
carnage, he has continued to allege arch-foe
Ukraine was involved somehow, without
providing any evidence.
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Donald Trump 'hasn’t got the brains' for
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World Former US National Security
Adviser (NSA) John Bolton, in a sharp
criticism of Donald Trump, said his ex-
boss "hasn’t got the brains" to become a
dictator, while also questioning his
professional background, commenting
that "he’s a property developer, for God’s
sake".In September 2019, the former
President sacked Bolton after they
significantly disagreed on Iran,
Afghanistan and a myriad other global
challenges. Bolton and Trump frequently
clashed on foreign policy issues, with the
latter accusing the former NSA of not
getting along with others in the
administration and being out of step with
him on policy.In an exclusive interview
with the French newspaper Le Figaro, the
75-year-old Bolton was asked if Trump,
the lone remaining contender for the
Republican nomination for this year's
presidential election, had dictatorial
tendencies.To this, he replied, "He hasn’t
got the brains! He’s a property developer
for God’s sake.”Bolton's remark came
months after Trump, while addressing the
New York Young Republican Club’s
111th Annual Gala in December 2023,
said he wanted to be a dictator for "one
day"."You know why I wanted to be a
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Ex- udwser John Bolton

are talking about something that does not
exist. Trump made thousands of decisions
during his presidency," he added.

The former NSA also said that if his former
boss was re-elected for a second term, it
was "very likely" that he would leave
Nato.“Trump, when he has an idea, comes
back to it again and again, then gets
distracted, forgets, but eventually comes
back to it and acts on it. That’s why
leaving Nato is a real possibility. A lot of
people think it’s just a negotiating tool,
but I don’t think so,” Bolton was quoted
as saying.When he was in office, Trump
was a vocal critic of the military alliance,
repeatedly threatening to pull out of it. He

dictator? Because I want a wall, and I
want to drill, drill, drill," he said in
reference to the wall along the southern
border with Mexico and drilling in the
US.In the past as well, the former
President has praised autocratic leaders,
including North Korea's Kim Jong Un,
Chinese President Xi Jinping, and
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban,
who he met earlier this month, the
Guardian newspaper reported.

uring the interview with Le Figaro, Bolton
was also asked about what would be the
consequences for American foreign

policy if Trump returned to the White
House after the November election.He
said it would be a mistake to consider
Trump a "normal politician"."Donald
Trump doesn't have a political
philosophy, he doesn't get involved in
policy analysis or decision-making in the
way we normally use those terms. For
him, everything is episodic, anecdotal,
transactional. And everything is
contingent on the question of how _this
will benefit 4€SDonald Trumpi€S --
politically or personally," Bolton said.
"When people talk about his policies, they

cut defence funding to Nato and
frequently complained that the US was
paying more than its fair share.In
February, he faced widespread criticism
after the former President complained
about what he called "delinquent"
payments by Nato members and
recounted what he said was a past
conversation with the head of "a big
country" about a potential attack by
Russia.No, I would not protect you. In
fact I would encourage them (Russia) to
do whatever the hell they want. You gotta

pay

Top US general shares alternative to
Israel's possible Rafah offensive: Report

World. A top US general has

presented Washington's
alternative to Israel's anticipated
military offensive in Rafah, a
city in southern Gaza where
more than one million people
have taken refuge after fleeing
from other parts of the Strip due |
to the Isracl-Hamas war.Israel
has signalled its intention to
attack Rafah, the last Hamas
stronghold, and destroy four
battalions in the southern Gaza city.
But, the US and other Western
countries have expressed their
concerns over the aftermath of the
assault, including casualties.General
Charles Q Brown Jr, the chairman of
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, called for
the securing of Gaza's border with
Egypt to prevent the smuggling of
weapons, isolation of Rafah and the
launch of targeted raids, and the

establishment of a joint control room
to coordinate the targeted operations,
The Times of Israel reported.The
proposed plan also includes smooth
and unhindered humanitarian
assistance in Rafah and civilians can
safely leave the area.According to the
top general, the US would not "accept"
mass civilian casualties in Rafah,
given the high civilian deaths in north
and central Gaza.This proposal came
into the limelight after Israeli Defence

Minister Yoav Gallant visited
Washington last week.Earlier, a visit
by a senior Israeli delegation to
Washington to discuss an alternative to
the proposed Rafah offensive was
cancelled by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu after the US
abstained from a UN Security Council
vote on a resolution calling for a
ceasefire in Gaza.A US official then
said that both sides were working on a
new date for the meeting, according to
The Times of Israel.Israel has been
facing international criticism over its
deadly offensive in the Gaza Strip in
response to a Hamas attack on
southern Israel on October 7 last year.
Over 32,000 people have died in Gaza
so far, according to the Palestinian
health ministry.US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has warned
Netanyahu that Israel risked further
global isolation if it attacked Rafah.

Texas woman charged with murder for
self-induced abortion sues prosecutors

World A Texas woman who was

charged with murder over self-
managing an abortion and spent two
nights in jail has sued prosecutors
along the US-Mexico border who put
the criminal case in motion
before it was later
dropped.The lawsuit filed by
Lizelle Gonzalez in federal
court Thursday comes a
month after the State Bar of
Texas fined and disciplined
the district attorney in rural
Starr County over the case in
2022, when Gonzalez was
charged with murder in “the
death of an individual by self-
induced abortion.”Under the
abortion restrictions in Texas ¥
and other states, women who F .
seek abortion are exempt
from criminal charges.The
lawsuit argues Gonzalez suffered harm
from the arrest and subsequent media
coverage. She is seeking $1 million in
damages."The fallout from
Defendants’ illegal and
unconstitutional actions has forever
changed the Plaintiff’s life,” the
lawsuit stated.Starr County District
Attorney Gocha Ramirez said Friday

that he had not yet been served the
lawsuit and declined comment. Starr
County Judge Eloy Vera, the county’s
top elected official, also declined

comment.According to the lawsuit,

Gonzalez was 19 weeks pregnant
when she used misoprostol, one of two
drugs in medication abortions.
Misoprostol is also used to treat
stomach ulcers.After taking the pills,
Gonzalez received an obstetrical
examination at the hospital emergency
room and was discharged with
abdominal pain. She returned with
bleeding the next day and an exam

found no fetal heartbeat. Doctors
performed a caesarian section to
deliver a stillborn baby.The lawsuit
argues that the hospital violated the
patient’s privacy rights when they
reported the abortion to the
district attorney’s office, which
then carried out its own
investigation and produced a
murder charge against Gonzalez.
Cecilia Garza, an attorney for
| Gonzalez, said prosecutors
pursued an indictment despite
knowing that a woman receiving
the abortion is exempted from a
murder charge by state law.
Ramirez announced the charges
would be dropped just days after
the woman’s arrest, but not before
she’d spent two nights in jail and
was identified by name as a
murder suspect.In February,
Ramirez agreed to pay a $1,250 fine
and have his licence held in a probated
suspension for 12 months in a
settlement reached with the State Bar
of Texas. He told The Associated Press
at the time that he “made a mistake”
and agreed to the punishment because
it allows his office to keep running and
him to keep prosecuting cases.

woman's $100,000 savings

World An official in the US state of Florida has

The 59-year-old who was first elected in 2013, has

She first met the woman in 2021.
According to authorities, Hill took advantage of

According to law enforcement officers,

"After 10 years of service for the City of Orlando,

US 0fﬁc1al spends elderly

on facelift, new home

been arrested for defrauding a 96-year-old
woman of her savings worth more than
USD100,000 and spending the money on
personal expenses, including a facelift, hotel
stays, rental cars, and expensive perfumes from
high-end retailers. Authorities said the accused
fraudulently used the woman's power of
attorney to buy a home in the latter's name.The
accused, Orlando City Commissioner Regina
Hill, was arrested on Thursday. She faces a total
of seven, including three counts of exploitation
of the elderly, mortgage fraud, scheme to
defraud; and two counts of fraud, the Florida-
based local WESH (channel 2) TV station
reported.

pleaded not guilty and posted USD40,000 bond
following her arrest. She could face 180 years in
prison if convicted on all counts.Hill, a
Democrat, is also accused of racking up over
USD10,000 in debt under the elderly woman’s
name.According to the Orlando Sentinel
newspaper, the matter came to light earlier this
month after a judge issued an injunction which
barred Hill from accessing the elderly woman’s
bank accounts and homes, which the accused
took control of.

the woman as she suffers from cognitive
disabilities, age-related health issues, as well as
her mental condition, which is already an issue
in the civil case.Florida Department of Law
Enforcement Special Agent in Charge John
Vecchio told reporters that "Hill learnt of the
woman living in poor conditions and the two
were connected".She "became aware of this
resident through her position as a city
commissioner, and because of that, was able to
lend what appeared to be benefit services" but
used her influence over the elderly woman to
"fraudulently obtain a power of attorney",
WESH 2 quoted Vecchio as saying.

the
accused "repeatedly used the victim's finances
to purchase rental cars, hotel stays, personal
luxury items like expensive perfume from high-
end retailers".However, Hill, in a statement to
the television station, called the matter
"unfortunate" and said she "loved and cared" for
the elderly woman "like my own family".

I've illustrated my love and compassion for my
constituents, my city and my family. [ know the
truth, I know I'm entitled to due process in
which I trust, and I will await my day in court to
prove my innocence," she added.A hearing has
been scheduled for April 5.Meanwhile, Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis has hinted that he

Turkey's Erdogan battles key rival
in bid to reclaim control of Istanbul

Istanbul. Turks will vote on Sunday in
nationwide municipal elections focused
on President Tayyip Erdogan's bid to
reclaim control of Istanbul from major
rival Ekrem Imamoglu, who aims to
reassert the opposition as a political force
after bitter election defeats last year.

Istanbul Mayor Imamoglu dealt Erdogan
and his AK Party the biggest electoral
blow of two decades in power with his
win in the 2019 vote. The President
struck back in 2023 by securing re-
election and a parliament majority with
his nationalist allies.Sunday's votes
could now reinforce Erdogan's control of
Nato-member Turkey, or 31gnal changein
the major emerging economy's divided
political landscape. An Imamoglu win is
seen fuelling expectations of him
becoming a future national leader.Polling
stations open at 7 am (local time) in
eastern Turkey, with voting elsewhere
starting at § am and ending at 5 pm. Initial
results are expected by 10 pm.Polls
suggest a tight race in Istanbul, a city of
16 million people that drives Turkey's
economy, where Imamoglu faces a
challenge from AKP candidate Murat

Kurum, a former minister.

The results are likely to be shaped in part
by economic woes driven by rampant
inflation near 70 per cent, and by
Kurdish and Islamist voters weighing up
the government's performance and their
hopes for political change.

While the main prize for Erdogan is
Istanbul, he also seeks to win back the
capital Ankara. Both cities were won by
the opposition in 2019 after being under
the rule of his AKP and Islamist
predecessors for the previous 25 years.

Erdogan's prospects have been helped by
the collapse of the opposition alliance

that he defeated last year, though
Imamoglu still appeals to voters beyond
his main opposition Republican People's
Party.Voters of the main pro-Kurdish
party were crucial to Imamoglu's 2019
success. Their DEM party this time is
fielding its own candidate in Istanbul, but
many Kurds are expected to put aside
party loyalty and vote for him again.

In the mainly Kurdish southeast, DEM is

looking to reaffirm its strength after the
state unseated pro-Kurdish party mayors
following previous elections over alleged
ties to militants.

One factor working against Erdogan is a

rise in support for the Islamist New
Welfare Party due to its hardline stance
against Israel over the Gaza conflict and
dissatisfaction with the Islamist-rooted
AKP's handling of the economy.

7 dead, 30 injured in car blast in Syrian border town

Amman. At least seven people were
killed, and 30 others injured on Saturday
inacar blastin a busy marketplace in the
rebel-held Syrian town of Azaz near the
Turkish border, residents and rescuers
told Reuters.They said the blast
occurred during peak late night
shopping after breaking off the fast
during the Muslim month of
Ramadan."It's timing comes with heavy
congestion by shoppers," said Yaseen
Shalabi who was near the site of the
explosion shopping with his

The civil defence forces said that at least

family. There was no immediate claim
of responsibility.The Arab-populated
town run by Syrian rebel groups backed
by Turkey opposed to Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad has been relatively
quiet since it was hit by a car blast over
two years ago.Main towns in the
northwestern border area have in recent
years been frequently hit by bombings
detonated in crowded civilian areas.

thirty were wounded with some
seriously injured transferred.
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Miami Open: Danielle
Collins wins maiden
Masters 1000 after beating
Elena Rybakina

Miami Open 2024: USA’s Danielle Collins
beat Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina 7-5,
6-3 in the final to win her maiden
Masters 1000 title.

New Delhi American Danielle Collins said
she has achieved the goal she set herself for
her final season on the WTA Tour by
winning her first Masters 1000 title at the
Miami Open on Saturday.

The 30-year-old overcame fourth seed Elena
Rybakina in just over two hours to become
the sixth American woman to claim the
crown in Miami."] have always wanted to
win every tournament that I have signed up
for, but I do think that because it is my last
year, [ really wanted to try to win a Masters
1000 this year," Collins told reporters after
winning the third WTA title of her
career. That's really important to me. That's
something that I talked a lot about with
everybody close to me. I really wanted to
make a push to be able to bring out my best
tennis."I'm so glad that I have been able to
figure out some of the physical things I

have needed to do to peak at the right time
and to feel like I'm ready to go. I certainly
did that this tournament, but it has been a
goal. SoI gottotick it off the list."

The former Australian Open runner-up
announced in January she would be
quitting the sport in 2024 and that she
hoped to start a family.

That's really important to me. That's
something that I talked a lot about with
everybody close to me. I really wanted to
make a push to be able to bring out my best
tennis."I'm so glad that I have been able to
figure out some of the physical things I
have needed to do to peak at the right time
and to feel like I'm ready to go. I certainly
did that this tournament, but it has been a
goal. So [ gotto tick it off the list."

The former Australian Open runner-up
announced in January she would be
quitting the sport in 2024 and that she
hoped to start a family.

Sweet Super Giants: LSG
players sing their victory
anthem after win vs PBKS

New Delhi. The LSG squad sang their
victory anthem after an emphatic win
against the PBKS in the IPL 2024 match at
the Ekana Stadium, Lucknow. The KL
Rahul-led side beat Punjab by 21 runs to
register their first win of the season.
Meanwhile, the Shikhar Dhawan-led side
slumped to their 2nd straight loss of the
IPL 2024.The official social media handle
of LSG shared a special video, featuring
the players, who enthusiastically sang
their anthem titled 'Sweet Super Giants'.
The LSG camp looked in a light mood as
the players, coaches and the support staff
collectively stood after the win. Even
though the players were forgetting the
lyrics of the song, they were still really
enthusiastic and sang their anthem with
pride.In fact, this has been a tradition
followed by the franchise after their every
win for 2 years. The team continued their
tradition and such instances showcase the
camaraderie and mutual love and respect
the players have for each other. The entire
team stood in a circle with hands on each
other's shoulders as they recited their
victory anthem. The LSG franchise
captioned the post, "Living for the
SWEET Super Giants smiles" IPL 2024,
LSG VS PBKS: MATCH REPORTHOW
LSGREGISTERED THEIR 1ST WIN OF
IPL2024?

The LSG team, continued the trend of home
teams winning matches in their own
backyard, after the streak was broken by
KKR against RCB in Bengaluru.
Lucknow got off the mark with an
impressive win as they also unveiled a new
fast-bowling sensation named Mayank
Yadav, who was adjudged as the Player of
the match.IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL
2024 Points Table and Standings | 2024
IPL Full ScheduleLucknow won the toss
and, in an unfamiliar fashion, had opted to
bat first. Lucknow introduced Nicholas
Pooran as the stand-in captain as Rahul
participated in the match as an Impact Sub.
Rahul couldn't make much impact, but
Krunal Pandya and Pooran ensured LSG
reached the joint-highest total at Ekana
Stadium, i.e. 199.

The opening pair of Shikhar Dhawan and
Jonny Bairstow had taken PBKS off to a
flying start. However, the introduction of
21-year-old debutant, Mayank, bent the
game in favour of LSG. The youngster
scalped 3 wickets as PBKS were restricted
to 178.

Rohan Bopanna makes history as oldest ATP
Masters 1000 champion with Miami Open victory

NEW DELHI. Ace Indian tennis player Rohan Bopanna added
another chapter to his illustrious career by rewriting his own
record as the oldest ATP Masters 1000 champion, alongside his
Australian partner Matt Ebden, after clinching the men's

doubles crown at the Miami Open.

In a thrilling final at the Hard Rock Stadium, the 44-year-old
Bopanna and Ebden displayed their resilience and skill, rallying
from a set down to secure a sensational 6-7(3), 6-3, 10-6 victory
over Croatia's Ivan Dodig and American Austin Krajicek on
Saturday.Surpassing his own record set last year at the Indian
Wells title triumph, Bopanna's win at the Miami Open not only
reclaimed the top spot in the doubles ranking but also marked
his remarkable consistency and longevity in the
sport.Reflecting on the victory, Bopanna expressed his delight,
stating, "It's amazing. As long as you are doing well in these big
events, it's what we play for. I want to do well in the Masters
1000s and the Grand Slams. It's good to keep that record going
and keep giving everyone else a run for their money."This
triumph marked Bopanna's 14th ATP Masters 1000 final and his
63rd ATP Tour level final, further solidifying his status as one of
the mostaccomplished doubles players in the game.

In addition to rewriting records, Bopanna also achieved a rare feat
by becoming the second Indian, after Leander Paes, to reach the
final of all nine ATP Masters events, showcasing his versatility
and skill across different surfaces and tournaments.

Reflecting on the intense final, Ebden acknowledged the
resilience of their opponents but highlighted their ability to
reset and stage a comeback. "It's tough. These guys, they fight
back in tough moments," said Ebden. "They played a great tie-

break, and then we justreset.

IPL 2024: Will Prithvi Shaw open for

DC vs CSK Ricky Ponting reveals

New Delhi DC's head coach, Ricky Ponting,
discussed the possibility of fielding Prithvi
Shaw as their opener for the upcoming
match against CSK at the Vizag stadium on
March 31, Sunday. Shaw is yet to appear for
Delhi as the franchise opted for the opening
duo of David Warner and Mitchell Marsh in
the initial two games of the season.Speaking
to the media before DC's clash with CSK,
Ponting voiced his support for Shaw,
highlighting the effort he's been putting in.
He also noted that the team's composition
didn't accommodate Shaw in the initial two
matches."Yeah, he's (Shaw) definitely
pushing for it. He has worked hard in the last
couple of weeks. Obviously, our team make-
up in the first game without obviously
(Anrich) Nortje being in allowed us to play
four overseas batsmen," Ponting said.So by
doing that, we pushed Mitchell Marsh to the

top of the order, which pushed Prithvi out of
the side." IPL 2024 Full Coverage | [PL 2024
Points Table and Standings

WILL SHAW GET A GAME FOR DC VS
CSK?

Ponting mentioned that Shaw would be
considered for selection, based on his
performance in the training session ahead of
the match."So, yeah, we'll have areally good

look at Prithvi at training and see how well
he plays in the nets. And if he impresses
everybody today, we'll definitely consider
him for selection."In fact, the head coach
looked really confident for DC to finally be
able to register their first win of the season.
"We feel that a really good game is just
around the corner for us. In fact, I am sure
we will have a more positive intent going
into this game," Ponting added.DC, along
with MI, remain to be the only 2 franchises
who haven't won a single match in IPL 2024
yet. Delhi's move to keep Ricky Bhui at the
top order hasn't paid any dividends so far as
the batter has managed to score only 3 runs
in 2 matches. Shaw will be eager to get a go
and prove his credentials as a top-order
batter for DC.Delhi will look to make full
use of their home advantage and get some
points in their tally as they face CSK.

IPL 2024: Mayank Yadav's 'thunderbolts’
against PBKS leaves Shane Watson wowed

s RERIGHNOL £

UPDATED. Former Australian cricketer,
Shane Watson was amazed by LSG's new
pace-bowling sensation, Mayank Yadav, for
his heroics against PBKS at the Ekana
Stadium, Lucknow on March 30, Saturday.
LSG registered their first win of the season
as they defeated PBKS by 21 runs. The 21-
year-old debutant, Mayank, was adjudged
as the player of the match for his impressive
bowling figures of 3 for 27 in 4
overs.Mayank was introduced in the 10th
over of the match, when the opening pair of
Shikhar Dhawan and Jonny Bairstow were
racing away in the 200-run chase. In his very
first delivery, Mayank clocked 147.1 kmph

and went on to only build up from there. The
bowler unleashed his raw pace as he clicked
155.8 kmph to deliver the fastest delivery of
IPL 2024 so far. He managed to break the
102-run opening stand of PBKS by
dismissing Bairstow. LSG vs PBKS -
Scorecard | Report

Watson, while speaking at Jio Cinema,
expressed how impressed he was with
Mayank's pace. He also mentioned that
every team wanted to discover and scout
such talents. IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL
2024 Points Table and Standings | 2024 IPL
Full SchedulWHO IS MAYANK YADAV?

"Mayank, wow, that's what every team wants
to discover. You bowl at that pace and get
world-class batters jumping around. Jonny
Bairstow after he faced one or two bowls, he
really didn't have to face too much, he
started moving around. It was great to watch
those thunderbolts," Watson said.

HOW LSG REGISTERED THEIR 1ST WIN
OFIPL 2024?

Watson also heaped praise on the LSG batters,
including Quinton de Kock, Nicholas
Pooran and Krunal Pandya for their valiant
effort to guide the team to the joint-highest
total at Ekana Stadium, i.e. 199. He also
mentioned that despite KL Rahul getting
dismissed early on in the innings, the rest of
the batters managed to step up.

"That was a really good all-round
performance from LSG. You could see the
intent that LSG had from the very first ball
with Quinton de Kock and KL Rahul. KL
Rahul might have got out for just 15 runs,
but that came in just 8 balls, that is
something that [ want to see," Watson said.

"He might be disappointed because his
numbers are not near the orange cap right
now, but that's what his team needed to do.
And they followed that all the way through
with Nicholas Pooran, and then to finish off
with Krunal Pandya, who got them up to
199," Watson added.

LB

IPL 2024, DC vs CSK:
ant’s Delhi in for stiff task
against rampaging Chennai

New Delhi. Delhi and Chennai are all set to be
up against each other in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2024 match on Sunday, March
31 at the Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy ACA-
VDCA Cricket Stadium in Visakhapatnam.

The two teams have had contrasting starts to
their campaign. The Super Kings are the
defending champions, and they have played
like one. Under their new skipper, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, they are comfortably placed on top
of the table with 4 points and a net run rate of
+1.979 thanks to wins in both their
matches. They will go into the game after
beating the Shubman Gill-led Gujarat by 63
runs. After starting with back-to-back wins
at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai, CSK will be looking to carry the
form in their away matches as well.

Delhi, on the other hand, have struggled to find
their feet. After losing both their matches,
they are languishing at ninth in the table with
a net run rate of -0.528. In both their games
against Punjab and Rajasthan, Delhi had
their chance of winning, but somehow, they
stuttered at the finishing hurdle.

Rishabh Pant, their skipper, has not had it easy
after returning to competitive cricket. It
would need a Herculean task from them to
take down the might of CSK in their next
encounter.

DCvs CSK: Head-to-Head

They will go into the game after beating the
Shubman Gill-led Gujarat by 63 runs. After
starting with back-to-back wins at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai, CSK
will be looking to carry the form in their
away matches as well.

Delhi, on the other hand, have struggled to find
their feet. After losing both their matches,
they are languishing at ninth in the table with
a net run rate of -0.528. In both their games
against Punjab and Rajasthan, Delhi had
their chance of winning, but somehow, they
stuttered at the finishing hurdle.

Rishabh Pant, their skipper, has not had it easy
after returning to competitive cricket. It
would need a Herculean task from them to
take down the might of CSK in their next
encounter.DC vs CSK: Head-to-Head

DCvs CSK: Probable XIs

DC Predicted XI: David Warner, Mitchell
Marsh, Ricky Bhui, Rishabh Pant (¢ & wk),
Tristan Stubbs, Axar Patel, Sumit Kumar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Anrich Nortje, Khaleel
Ahmed, Mukesh Kumar

Impact Player: Abhishek Porel

CSK Predicted XI: Ruturaj Gaikwad (c),
Rachin Ravindra, Ajinkya Rahane, Daryl
Mitchell, Shivam Dube, Ravindra Jadeja,
Sameer Rizvi, MS Dhoni (wk), Deepak
Chahar, Tushar Deshpande, Mustafizur
Rahman

Babar Azam returns as Pakistan ODI, T20l
captain, Shaheen Shah Afridi loses role

UPDATED. Babar Azam has returned as the
Pakistan ODI and T20I captain. The decision
was taken after a unanimous
recommendation from the Pakistan Cricket
Board’s (PCB) selection committee. PCB
chairman Mohsin Naqvi re-appointed Babar
as the national skipper in the limited-overs
formats. Babar’s appointment meant that
Shaheen Shah Afridi would not remain the
T20I skipper of the Pakistan team anymore.

Shaheen struggled as the captain in the series
against New Zealand that Pakistan lost 1-4.
Under him, Lahore Qalandars also could not
qualify for the Pakistan Super League (PSL)
2024 playoffs. Babar will be in charge when
Pakistan lock horns with the Black Caps in a
5-match T201 series to be played from April
18 to April 27 in Lahore and
Rawalpindi.Earlier, it was learnt that
Shaheen was contemplating quitting
captaincy for Pakistan. As per reports, the
speedster was disappointed after not being a
part of discussions surrounding his future as

the skipper. A source close to Shaheen said

that the pacer was upset because neither

Mohsin Naqvi nor the national selectors
reached out to him.

Big challenge ahead for Babar Azam

Last year, Babar stepped down as the
skipper of the Pakistan team after the Men
in Green failed to advance to the semi-
final of the ODI World Cup on Indian soil.
Babar was subjected to criticism after
Pakistan could not finish in the top four
despite starting their campaign with wins
over the Netherlands and Sri Lanka.

Babar’s own form with the bat was also not
all that great, as he failed to score a single
century. After the end of the mega event,
he dropped a post on his social media
handles, putting forth his decision to step
down from his position across all three
formats. While Babar returned to lead in
ODIs and T20Is, Shan Masood stayed as
skipper in Test cricket.

Babar happens to be amongst the most
successful captains in T20Is, having won
42 outof 71 matches.
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 Mehreen
Pirzada's

Turquoise Saree Is The
Perfect Wedding Wear

L

her fans in a frenzy with her style statement. She is a known face in Telugu,

Tamil, Hindi and Punjabi movies. She marked her acting debut in the industry

with Krishna Gaadi Veera Prema Gaadha in 2016. This movie paved the way for

success for her as she was roped in the Hindi movie Phillauri and Tamil movie Nenjil

Thunivirundhal in 2017. Recently, she dropped a few photos of herself in a gorgeous

drape and we can’t stop staring at her.If you ever need styling tips, you can always

consider taking a look at Mehreen Pirzada’s Instagram account which is filled with her

outstanding and in-vogue fashion statements. Her look is always on point as she slays

in every outfit. This time, she served ultra glam in a turquoise saree and the result was

- breathtaking. However, it was her intricately designed blouse that stole all the

limelight. Mehreen Pirzada matched her saree with a copper-coloured blouse with

turquoise threadwork. The sleeves had the mirror, embroidery and various other

intricate eye-to-detail work that elevated her entire look and kicked up her fashion

quotient by multiple notches. It also showcased a slightly V-neckline highlighting her

decolletage.To further complement her look, she opted for chunky jewellery. She

opted for a choker necklace, a statement ring, matching earrings and a chunky

bangle. For makeup, she opted for an ultra-glam look with glowing skin. She chose

slightly smokey eyes and nude lips and opted for beaming highlighter on her brow
bone and cheeks.

It comes as no surprise that Mehreen Pirzada’s latest look had her fans floored. A fan

- -~ commented, “Looking great sis.” Another wrote, “Looking like an angel.” One more

) wrote, “Uff, you are the prettiest.”Mehreen Pirzada is known for her notable works in

4 the Telugu industry like Mahanubhavudu Raja the Great and F2: Fun and Frustration.

! ’ ' She made her Punjabi film debut with DSP Dev in2019.

Mehreen Pirzada is a model-turned-actress who has, on multiple occasions, left

Tamannaah Bhatia

Is The Epitome Of Style In This Bridal ~ §
Couture Special Photo Sesh 3

amannaah Bhatia is among the most popular actresses in the entertainment industry. Over the years, she has
impressed the audience with her performances in South cinema as well as Bollywood. She has garnered a lot of love
from the audience. Tamannaah never fails to impress her fans with her stunning looks, and she often makes style
statements with her gorgeous sartorial picks. From effortlessly carrying traditional looks to gracefully pulling off
stylish outfits, the actress has been able to garner a lot of fans for her fashion choices as well. Recently, Tamannaah
Bhatia shared a post from her latest photoshoot on Instagram.She collaborated with popular designer Rahul Mishra
for his upcoming exclusive bridal creation, ‘Beginnings Made in Singapore.’ In the photos, she was seen wearing
different outfits from the designer’s latest collection.
The collection included both traditional and
western outfits. In one of the pictures, Tamannaah 2 »
can be seen in a green coloured blouse with a
beautifully embroidered long red skirt. One of the
highlights of the collection was the actress
donning the black and golden sequin lehenga.

brown transparent dress that was themed around
fish.In the caption, Tamannaah Bhatia wrote a
heartfelt note and described her experience of
being a part of the photoshoot and launching the
collection. Tamannaah was full of praise for Rahul
Mishra. She wrote, “Rahul’s designs carry so
much meaning and character, yet slipping into
any of his outfits always makes you feel
comfortable.” She also thanked iDiva for
bringing together this shoot, and she loved
her experience in Singapore. She also gave credit to the list of all the crew members involved in making
the shoot successful. Many of her fans commented on the post and praised her. One of her fans wrote,
“Looking amazing and beautiful as always.” Another user commented, “Wow, [ love it.”.
Tamannaah has several intriguing projects in her pipeline. She will star in filmmaker Nikkhil Advani’s
nextaction drama, Vedaa, opposite John Abraham and Sharvari Wagh.

She was also seen in a gorgeous golden and izl i Nt A A e o
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harath Padmanabh is among the most

popular actors in the Kannada television

industry. The actor has been a part of some
of the most popular shows and enjoys a great fan
following. Sharath became a household name in
Karnataka after showcasing his exceptional
acting skills in the serial Paaru. The show was a
big hit, and people loved seeing him on screen.
Since the past year, there has been news that
Sharath will soon make his debut on the silver
screen. As per reports, it was also found that
Sharath will make his debut in Vardhan MH’s
upcoming thriller project. Now, the name and
poster of the film have been launched with the
fans.Sharath Padmanabh is the next in line of
actors who have made a successful transition
from television serials to films. The actor will
soon make his debut in Vardhan MH’s film. The
film has been titled Anima and is a suspense
thriller. Sharath even shared the poster for the
film on Instagram. In the poster, a red car can be
seen on a road in the forest. The poster gives off
a scary vibe and intrigues the audience. He
captioned it, “Anima. Our cinema is now taking
its first step to become your cinema. I am
presenting to you the title poster of the movie.
Coming soon to tell an exciting story. Please
support our team.”

Earlier in an interview, Vardhan MH spoke about

the plot of the film. He said, “It is primarily a
suspense thriller, the first half of the movie has a
strong comic undertone. The film takes place in
both the city and crucial portions set inside the
forest. We have identified locations in
Bengaluru, Sakleshpur and Madikeri,” Anima
also stars Anoosha Krishna as the female lead.
The film also has an ensemble cast of Sahana
Shetty, Hemanth Kumar N, JV SUbbu, Pankaj,
Yuvaa Shetty, Vani, Surya, and Suhmitha in
important roles. The film is written and directed
by Vardhan MH and produced by Sanju MH
under the banner of A Dreamers Studio. The
music will be composed by Ronada Bakkesh,
while the cinematography will be handled by
debutant MK Raj.

‘We Should Respect OQur
Players’: Sonu Sood Posts Amid
Hardik Pandya's Trolling

he Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 is

currently underway. Fans are

enthusiastically rooting for their favourite
teams and players. Some of the fan wars,
however, are also taking an ugly turn and they
are mocking the other players in the most vulgar
means possible. Actor Sonu Sood has shared his
views on this matter. Without referring to
anyone’s name, he tweeted,” We should respect
our players. Players who made us proud, players
who made our country proud. One day you
cheer for them, next day you boo them. It’s not
they, it’s us who fail. I love cricket. I love every
cricketer who represents my country.” hE wrote
that it is insignificant whether the cricketer
plays as a Captain or as the 15th man in a team.
According to him, it is also insignificant for
which franchises are playing. He said that these
cricketers are their heroes.

- Sonu Sood has not named anyone in this Twitter

post, but his fans are assuming that this post is in
support of cricketer Hardik Pandya. He was
appointed as the captain of Mumbai Indians
(MI), in place of Rohit Sharma for the 17th
edition and has been facing backlash since then
from the MI fans. They are trolling Hardik,
especially after the team’s loss to Sunrisers
Hyderabad on March 27. Model and Hardik’s
wife Natasa Stankovic has also faced vicious
trolling on her social media posts by the people.

Sonu Sood is known for featuring in films like
Sreemantha, Jodhaa Akbar and Dabangg. After
a successful stint at acting, he is now all set to
make his debut in direction as well with the film
Fateh. He will also play the lead role in this film
complimented by the supporting star cast of
Vijay Raaz, Jacqueline Fernandez, and others.
This film was filmed in various locations
including India, USA, Russia, and Poland. It has
been backed by Shakti Sagar Productions and
Zee Studios. Fateh is currently in the post-
production phase and is expected to release at
the cinemas this year.
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