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Pak gets a taste of
its own medicine

PAKISTAN has, over the past four decades,
described the main objective of'its foreign policy,
especially in its immediate neighbourhood, as a
quest for ‘strategic depth’ against India. The
definition of ‘strategic depth’ in the lexicon of the
Pakistani army has included support for radical
Islamic groups within the country and in its
neighbourhood. Islamabad believed in the use of
‘radical Islam’ for terrorism in India and
Afghanistan. While the US enjoyed backing
radical Islamic groups for ‘bleeding’ the erstwhile
Soviet Union in Afghanistan, it paid a heavy price
when the fundamentalist Afghan Taliban turned
their guns on the US forces. The subsequent,
hurried withdrawal of US forces from
Afghanistan was not exactly the most glorious
moment in America’s history. The Pakistani army
patted its own back for having humiliated both
Russians and Americans in Afghanistan, even as
the US was flooding Pakistan with substantial
military and economic assistance.Many groups
and media organisations in Pakistan celebrated
and rejoiced that the use of ‘militant Islam” had
brought two superpowers — USSR and the US —
to their knees. The resort to such policies had two
major effects. First, it strengthened the grip of the
army on Pakistan’s polity. Second, ‘radical Islam’
and the use of ‘low-intensity conflict’ to influence
developments in Pakistan’s neighbourhood
became integral elements of Islamabad’s policies.
Radical Sunni groups like the Taliban remain a
cause for deep concern, not only in Shia-
dominated Iran, but also in Arab countries of the
Gulf, ranging from Saudi Arabia to the UAE.

These developments continued for around three
decades and had adverse effects on Pakistan’s
relations with some of the oil-rich Gulf states,
besides Iran and Afghanistan. The earlier warmth
in Pakistan’s relations with Gulf countries, like
the UAE and Saudi Arabia, no longer exists.
Nevertheless, quite naturally, these countries do
help when Pakistan’s economy seems to face a
collapse. Pakistan’s special envoy on
Afghanistan, Asif Durrani, has given an
indication of his country’s desperation in dealing
with radical Islamic groups. He recently claimed
that 5,000 to 6,000 militants of the Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan, who have taken refuge in
Afghanistan, were being funded by India.Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif announced recently that
Pakistan had carried out cross-border raids on
Afghanistan, hitting targets in the country’s
border provinces of Khost and Paktika. Pakistan
has, thereafter, made it clear that it intends to act
strongly against Afghanistan’s territorial
transgressions across its borders. The Afghans
have, however, responded with heavy weaponry
to target Pakistani troops across the border in the
Kurram and North Waziristan provinces. Similar
tensions were prevalent in January when Iran
targeted separatist Balochistan-based groups
operating from bases in Pakistan. While referring
to these developments, Durrani announced that
Islamabad had undertaken an air raid on Iran as a
retaliatory strike for attacks on its territory by
Baloch groups.Pakistan’s position on such
national security issues is now becoming
increasingly difficult to justify, both domestically
and across its borders. Most importantly, its
politics is being shaped by differences between its
ousted but highly admired former Prime Minister
Imran Khan and the armed forces led by army
chief Gen Syed Asim Munir. They are engaged in
virtual day-to-day rivalry in Pakistan. Gen Munir
has been constantly interfering in and seeking to
influence and guide the domestic and foreign
policies of Pakistan. This is not surprising as he is
behaving no differently from his predecessors.
Gen Munir’s interference continued during
Pakistan’s recent parliamentary elections, which
were marred by rigging allegations. Imran
responded by having many members of his party,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), contest as j
independent candidates, knowing well that the
odds were stacked against his party. Gen Munir
was outsmarted by these PTI members who won
as independents.Despite the blatant rigging
which was supervised by the army, candidates
backed by Imran’s party won 93 seats.

INDIA’S most serious security setback over the past
five years was the Galwan surprise of June 2020,
when Chinese troops violated the peace and
tranquillity agreements along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). For the first time in decades,
soldiers were killed on both sides. The Chinese
People’s Liberation Army has since prevented India
from patrolling areas on its own side of the disputed
line, as was the normal practice. A sullen standoff
continues, with over 100,000 troops deployed, and
there is no resolution in sight.

Asmany as 21 rounds of talks between senior military
commanders have been held, but there has been
limited progress in de-escalation and
disengagement. One presumes this will be a major
issue for deliberations at the Army Commanders’
Conference to be held in New Delhi (April 1-2). The
keynote address to be delivered by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on April 2 may provide insights into
the politico-military policies that New Delhi will
adopt, even as the country prepares for the General
Election.At the diplomatic level, the 29th meeting of
the Working Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination on India-China Border Affairs was
held in Beijing on March 27. Little tangible progress
was reported, barring the reiteration that “both sides
agreed to maintain regular contact”.

When the Galwan clash happened (during the Covid
pandemic) it was a shock for the Indian security
establishment. At the time, the issue was obfuscated
by the political apex and after the initial emotive
outburst, the challenge from China was pushed to
the backburner. A convoluted interpretation was
encouraged to suggest that since the almost 4,000-
km-long LAC was yet to be demarcated in a

Time for consumers to stand in solidarity with farmers

No farmer, no food” is not an empty slogan. It needs consumers’ commitment to keep farming alive and kicking.

WHAT began as a small effort to help French dairy farmers

overcome distress has galvanised into a unique
consumer movement, slowly spreading its wings
globally. While ensuring that the agri-food industry
works towards a healthy transformation leading to
sustainable and regenerative farming systems, French
food cooperative brand C’est qui le Patron (‘Who’s the
Boss?’) has emerged as a lifeline for farmers.

For all those who believe that giving a higher price to

farmers distorts markets, here is a great learning. Instead
of always wanting food to be cheap, consumers are
willing to pay more, provided they realise that the fair
and remunerative price they pay supports farmers in
earning a decent living. And if calibrated well, it can help
provide them, in return, safe and healthy food. With
consumers increasingly taking control over the food
chain, this quid pro quo has only grown. This is reflected
in the sales of its products, showing an average increase
of 31 per cent. And if consumers are willing to pay extra,
there is no reason why the agribusiness industry cannot
be made to pay the right price to growers.This assumes
importance at a time when the demand by protesting
Indian farmers for legalising the minimum support price
has drawn the ire of mainline economists, the media and
the middle class, who fear that it will increase food
inflation. But if consumers in France and elsewhere are
voluntarily paying more, realising how the denial of a
fair price kills farm livelihoods, instead of creating a fear
psychosis, mainline economists in India must realise that
the effort should be to educate consumers on how crucial
it is to ensure decent prices for farmers. By and large,
consumers are sensitive to farmers’ plight. And with the
right kind of awareness, they can easily change
consumption behaviour that also makes market forces
change.It all began in 2016, when milk prices crashed in
France amid surplus production. This resulted in the near
collapse of the French dairy industry. As dairy farmers
began to pull down shutters, the farm suicide rate in rural
areas soared. It was during those difficult times that
Nicolas Chabanne met a dairy farmer, Martial Darbon,
who was the president of a local dairy cooperative. As
they discussed the plight of the farming community and
the distress that prevailed all around, the idea of bringing
together consumers to support farmers took shape. “I
knew it was difficult, but it was worth a try,” Nicolas,
who founded the initiative, had told me.

This is how ‘Who’s the Boss?’ was created. The objective

was to support cultivators by paying them a fair price.
“We need everyone who feeds us to be able to live with
dignity,” he said. In October 2016, the blue carton design
pack for milk was launched with the aim of ensuring the
sale of 7 million litres of milk, helping 80 families in
distress. Social media was used to help spread the
message. All that the farmer had to do was pay an
enrolment fee of one euro and demonstrate his

THE recent directive by the National Green Tribunal _ 2
(NGT) to the Haryana Government, laying bare flaws
in its approach to tackling illegal mining, underscores
a worrisome disregard for environmental protection.
The NGT’s scrutiny of Rule 104 of the Haryana Minor
Mineral Concession, Stocking and Transportation of
Minerals and Prevention of Illegal Mining Rules,
2012, has revealed a significant oversight in the &
state’s standard operating procedure (SOP) regarding |
the imposition and recovery of environmental
damage compensation. At the heart of the issue lies
the provision of Rule 104 to exempt the first two
offences of illegal mining from the registration of
FIRs, raising questions about its compliance with
constitutional provisions and directives from higher

udicial authorities. This leniency not only

undermines the gravity of the problem but also
weakens the deterrent effect that strict enforcement
measures could have.

The NGT’s criticism of the state’s SOP is particularly

commitment to good practices.

In a little over seven years since it began, the “Who’s the

Boss?’ solidarity brand has sold more than 424 million
litres of milk at a guaranteed fair price of €0.54 euro per
litre, which is 25 per cent higher than the market price.
This has emerged as the best-selling milk brand in
France today and is supporting around 300 farm families
(about 3,000 for various products). Unlike the price
variations that markets operate under, farmers get a fixed
price that does not fluctuate with market trends. Given
that 38 per cent tillers earn less than the minimum wage
and 26 per cent somehow survive below the poverty line
in France, it is heartening to find 75 per cent of the people
willing to add cents to their purchase, as per a survey, if it
guarantees a fair price to producers.

It started with milk, but over time, the brand extended to

nearly 18 products, including organic butter, organic
cottage cheese, free-range eggs, yoghurt, apple juice,
apple puree, potatoes, crushed tomatoes, wheat flour,
chocolate, honey and frozen ground steak. While the
cooperative assures a fair price to growers, they also
have to follow healthy, sustainable practices, such as no
palm oil being used in the recipes or in the cattle feed, no
genetically modified ingredients and the grazing of
animals for at least four months a year.The concept is
now reaching out to consumers in nine countries —

Illegal mining

NGT exposes gaps in Haryana’s rule

damning as it exposes a glaring gap between stated
intentions and actual implementation, highlighting a
systemic failure in enforcing environmental regulations.

It's critical to handle China with strategic clarity
The onus to make India more effective and assured in dealing w1th a Galwan- type challenge will lie with the military.

consensual manner, “no Indian territory”
was lost or forfeited. It was evident that the
Modi government did not want to go down
Nehru’s path of October 1962.However, in
an encouraging development, External
Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar has in
a lucid and unambiguous manner laid out
the contours of the Galwan setback.
Speaking in Kuala Lumpur last week, the
EAM emphasised that restoring normalcy
in the bilateral relations with China hinged
on the conventional deployment of troops,
which would serve as a necessary condition
for shaping the future relationship with
Beijing.

The word ‘normalcy’ is important here. The
minister added: “We are still negotiating
with the Chinese. I talk to my counterpart.
We meet from time to time.

Our military

strategic resolve.In an unexpected manner, this

commanders negotiate with each other. But we are
very clear that we had an agreement. There is a Line
of Actual Control. We have a tradition of not
bringing troops to that line. Both of us have bases
some distance away, which is our traditional
deployment place. And we want that normalcy.” He
elucidated that normalcy returning “to where we are
in terms of the troop deployment will be the basis for
the relationship going forward”.

While the diplomatic position apropos of the Galwan
incident has been spelt out with commendable
clarity, the challenge for India is to persuade/prevail
upon/compel China to restore this normalcy. Here
the tenet of inter-state relations merits a recall: for
diplomacy to succeed, it must be supported by
appropriate national military capability and

aspect of India’s military discomfiture was
highlighted by Defence Secretary Giridhar
Aramane at an India-US forum (February 21),
where he referred to the standoff with China: “We
are standing against a bully in a very determined
fashion. And we expect that our friend, the US, will
be there with us in case we need their support.”It is
rare for an Indian Defence Secretary to make such
an explicit statement about a neighbour such as
China and even less so to solicit support from a third
party at a public forum. One presumes that there
must have been some instruction from the PMO for
such signalling to the principal interlocutors, but the
more significant strand is the American
response. When asked specifically about US support
to India if such an exigency were to arise, the US
Deputy Secretary of State Richard Verma replied:

Germany, Belgium, Greece, Italy, Morocco, the
Netherlands, Spain, UK and the US — where consumer
structures have been set up with licensing agreement
with the parent French company.Considering that
France imports 71 per cent of its fruit and vegetable
requirements, hitting the livelihoods of local producers,
Nicolas has launched a drive to help domestic farmers.
“We don’t want to ship from the end of the world. We
need to protect our local producers and the food they
produce daily on our doorstep. This is a precious treasure
that must not disappear,” he said. To help local
producers, the cooperative brand recently introduced
strawberry, asparagus and kiwi in its food basket.

At atime when the markets are trying to race to the bottom

to stay competitive, “Who’s the Boss?’ is an idea whose
time has come. In any case, with markets having failed
cultivators across the globe in terms of enhancing farm
incomes, a lot hinges on consumer support for farmers. If
16 million people in France have come forward to
support farmers by making purchases at relatively higher
prices, the initiative launched by Nicolas certainly has
come a long way.

‘No farmer, no food’ is not an empty slogan. It needs

consumers’ commitment to keep farming alive and
kicking. It’s time for consumers to stand in solidarity
with farmers.

The absence of concrete measures to
address illegal mining in the Aravallis,
coupled with the neglect of the joint
committee’s mandate to ensure compliance
with established guidelines and directives,
isunpardonable.

It is, thus, essential for the Haryana
Government to undertake a comprehensive
review of its SOP and regulatory
framework concerning illegal mining.
Immediate steps must be taken to address
the NGT's concerns and rectify the
shortcomings in the government’s
approach to environmental protection.
Enhanced coordination and collaboration
among the stakeholders could help combat
the menace and preserve natural resources.
Concerted efforts and a commitment to

safeguarding the ecology are imperative to ensure a

sustainable future for all.

“The US-India relationship stands on its own.

And it stands on its own to send a very strong

signal about the power of democracy, about the

free and open Indo-Pacific, about the rules-
based order, about inclusive societies where
minority rights are protected. These are the
kinds of principles and ideas that we stand for
and that we will uphold. So, this isn’t about any
third country.”The inference that follows is that

New Delhi cannot presume that the US will

come to its assistance militarily against China—

if there is arequirement — and India will have to
pursue its ‘ekla chalo’ (walk alone) approach, as
it did in October 1962.The onus to make India

more effective and assured in dealing with a

Galwan-type challenge will lie with the Indian

military, and this remains a work in progress.

Whether it is the creation of the post of the CDS,
corporatising public sector defence production units
or introducing the Agnipath scheme, the outcome on
the combat edge of the military is yet to be realised
in a substantive manner. The military inventory for
all three armed forces is below desirable levels and
more funding is imperative. Indigenisation of major
platforms remains uneven and the domestic design
and manufacturing ecosystem is still evolving. The
impact of Nepali Gorkha recruits no longer joining
the Indian military and the long-term ramifications
for the Army merit an objective review, as also the
investment China is making in Nepal.

After the elections, a new government will assume
office by early June, ahead of the fourth anniversary
of the Galwan clash. Managing the China
relationship with strategic clarity, technological
perspicacity and tactical resolve is critical.
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Sensex, Nifty open flat as IT
stocks decline; Adani Ports
gains over 2%

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices opened flat
on Tuesday after hitting record highs in the previous
session.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 63.45 points at 73,857 at
9.57 am, while the NSE Nifty50 fell 14.25 points to
22,447.75. Most of the broader market indices were
trading in the green.Among sectoral indices, Nifty
Financials paused after a three-day rally, while the
Nifty IT declined nearly 0.5% following the release of
fresh US data, which added to worries over potential
interest rate cuts.The top five gainers on the Nifty50
were BPCL, Adani Ports, IndusInd Bank, HDFC Bank
and Bajaj Auto. On the other hand, the top losers were
ICICI Bank, Hero MotoCorp, Bajaj Finance, Wipro
and Cipla.

Ahead of today’s market opening, Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Mehta Equities Ltd, said,
“Markets were in an upbeat mood after a prolonged
holiday session last week as both Sensex & Nifty
propelled to fresh highs on the back of bargain hunting,
which shows that appetite for equity assets continue to
remain strong for investors despite hiccups at regular
intervals.”“Although there are challenges related to
delayed rate cuts and uncertainty surrounding geo-
political tensions, India's strong reform path and
expectations that the ruling party could come back to
power in the upcoming general elections has been
prompting investors to take bullish bets,” he added.

“Following today's record high levels, Nifty faces
resistance between 22601-22750 zone while the index
has support at 22201-22000 levels,” Tapse noted.

Meanwhile, Deven Mehata, research analyst at Choice
Broking, said, “Yesterday Nifty made a new all-time
high level at 22529.95 levels. We have also witnessed a
strong bounce back in mid cap as well as small cap
stocks. Hence traders holding long positions should
keep trailing stop loss. Investors and traders are advised
to buy on dips with a stop loss at 21300 on a closing
basis.”

Byju’s delays salaries; says
will pay Mar due on Apr 8

BENGALURU. For three months now, cash-strapped
edtech firm Byju’s has been struggling to pay salaries to
its employees.The company has once again decided to
hold off employees’ salaries and said it will ensure that
staff receive their March salary by April 8. Already,
about 75% of employees are awaiting February month’s
full payment.It made full payment to only 25% of
employees and for the rest, it managed to pay only 60%
of the salary. “We regret to inform you that there will
again be a delay in disbursement of salaries. A few
misguided foreign investors in Byju’s have obtained an
interim order in late February, which has restricted
usage of the funds raised via successful rights issue. This
irresponsible action by 4 foreign investors has
compelled us to temporarily hold the disbursal of
salaries until the restriction is lifted,” the company’s
management said in an email to employees.

Byju’s said they have full faith in Indian judicial system
and that it is eagerly awaiting a favourable outcome that
will enable the edtech firm to utilise the funds raised
through the rights issue and alleviate the financial
challenges that it is currently facing. “We have the
necessary vote to increase the authorised capital for the
rights issue. It means that once the restrictions on using
the raised funds are lifted, we can meet all our salary
commitments immediately,” it added.

Major regulatory changes
from April 1 that may affect
individuals

NEW DELHI. With April 1 marking the commencement
of anew financial year, there comes revisions to various
regulations. IRDAI has announced changes in policy
surrender value, effective from April 1. As per the new
rules, surrender values are expected to either remain
same or decrease if policies are surrendered within
three years of purchase. Surrendering policies between
fourth and seventh year may result in a minor increase
in the surrender valueUnder the new rules, specific
percentages of total premiums will be paid out based on
year of surrender. If a policy is surrendered during the
second year, 30% of the total premiums will be paid.
Surrendering a policy in the third year will lead to 35%
of total premiums being paid out. For policies
surrendered between the fourth and seventh year, 50%
of total premiums will be paid. Surrendering in last two
years will result in 90% of total premiums being paid
out. In case of non-single premium life insurance
policies, a guaranteed surrender value will be provided
after consistent premium payments for at least two
consecutive years.

From April 1, new regulation states when an individual
switches jobs, their old Provident Fund (PF) balance
will be automatically shifted to the new employer.
Previously, despite holding a Universal Account
Number (UAN), individuals had to undergo the process
of requesting PF transfers. The default tax regime has
shifted to the new regime. Opting out of old tax regime
will result in automatic taxation under new regime.
Income tax rules were amended from April 1, 2023. In
the new tax regime, individuals earning up to Rs 7 lakh
annually are exempt from paying taxes.An important
change regarding FASTag has been implemented from
April 1. NHATI’s ‘One Vehicle, One FASTag’ initiative
aims to deter the practice of using a single FASTag for
multiple vehicles or linking multiple FASTags to one
vehicle. Enhancing National Pension System (NPS)
security, the Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA) has mandated a new
security layer, two-factor Aadhaar-based
authentication, for all password-based users accessing
the CRA system starting April 1,2024.

China topples US as S

E Asia’s

favored partner, survey shows

NEW DELHI. China has dethroned the US
to become the top alignment choice for
Southeast Asians as Washington loses
ground on a range of key issues from
regional economic engagement to the
Israel-Hamas War, according to a new
survey.A survey of 1,994 Southeast Asians
by the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute
published Tuesday shows China’s
popularity in a head-to-head race with the
US climbing from 38.9% last year to
50.5% in 2024. Among individual nations,
Beijing garnered some three out of four
votes in Muslim-majority Malaysia,
Indonesia and Brunei.“Confidence in the
US has waned,” the survey states. “This
could be attributed partly to the escalating
rivalry between China and the US, which
led to an uptick in anxiety about the US’
growing strategic and political influence.”

Southeast Asian nations have largely
embraced the US as a necessary security
presence as the Biden administration
ramps up military-to-military cooperation
in a bid to counter Bejing’s growing
defense prowess. But the region also

Vistara airlines facing crisis due

to crew shortage

Flight services disrupted,

numerous cancellations reported

Civil Aviation Ministry asks

airline to submit detailed report

New Delhi A spokesperson from Vistara

confirmed the disruption in flight
services, citing crew unavailability as
one of the reasons.“We have had a
significant number of flight
cancellations and delays in the past few
days due to various reasons including
crew unavailability. We acknowledge
and are deeply concerned about the
inconvenience this has caused to our
customers," the spokesperson
said.Several media reports indicate that
38 flights have been cancelled so far on
Tuesday - 15 flights departing from
Mumbai, 12 from Delhi, and 11 from
Bengaluru have been cancelled. More

counts on China as a key financier
and trading partner at a time
regional leaders seek new
investments to bolster their own
economies.Part of the issue for the
US are concerns over economic
engagement. Southeast Asians are
“increasingly unsure” about the
effectiveness of the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for
Prosperity, a US-led endeavor to
increase trade that’s been
criticized for its lack of
meaningful market access.China
is once again seen as the most
influential economic and political-
strategic power in the region, “outpacing
the US by significant margins in both
domains,” it says.The latest poll also puts
the Israel-Hamas conflict at the top of the
list of the region’s geopolitical concerns,
with a large proportion of respondents
worried “Israel’s attack on Gaza has gone
too far.”Nearly a third of respondents were

while diminished trust in international law
and a rules-based order was the second-top
concern.“The ongoing Israel-Hamas
conflict has emerged as a contentious issue
in Southeast Asia, commanding significant
attention in the region’s domestic politics,”
the survey says. “Despite its geographical
distance, the conflict has reverberated
strongly across this diverse multi-racial
and multi-religious region.”

nations is unclear, said Bonnie
Glaser, the head of the Indo-Pacific
program at the German Marshall
Fund. “Without more data it’s
impossible to answer that,” she
said during a presentation of the
results.

The US has diplomatically and
militarily backed Israel in its quest
to destroy Hamas, in the aftermath
of the group’s October 7
attack.While sentiments
havebroadly shifted towards
China, tensions in the South China
Sea was the second-biggest

geopolitical concern in the latest study. In a

hypothetical choice between the US and

China, Washington still commands

majority support from the Philippines at

83.3% and Vietnam at 79%, which are at

the forefront of the territorial disputes with

Beijing.Broadly, “there is a growing sense

of optimism among Southeast Asians

regarding their future relations with

wary that the Middle East war would Whether those sentiments are responsible for
catalyze the rise of extremist activities,

Vistara flights from major cities could
be cancelled as the airline struggles to
solve the pilot crisis. The Civil Aviation
Ministry has stepped in to resolve the
matter and has asked the airline to
submit a detailed report over the
massive flight cancellations and delays

over the pask week.A Civil Aviation
Ministry official said that more than 100
Vistara flights have been either
cancelled or delayed in the past
week.The interruption in Vistara's flight
operations is due to pilots refusing to fly
extended hours, as per aviation sources
familiar with the situation, reported
ANILThe Vistara spokessperson said

that the airline is working to solve the
issue to avoid discomfort for the
customers."Our teams are working
towards minimising the discomfort to
the customers. We have decided to
temporarily reduce the number of flights
we operate, to ensure adequate
connectivity across our network. We
have also deployed larger aircraft like
our B787-9 Dreamliner and A321neo
on select domestic routes to combine
flights or accommodate more number
of customers, wherever possible," he
added.The spokesperson said that the
airline is offering alternate flight
options and refunds to affected
customers.
"Furthermore, we are offering alternate
flight options or refunds to affected
customers, as applicable. Once again,
we understand that these disruptions
have caused immense discomfort to our
customers, and sincerely apologise to
them for the same. We are working
towards stabilising the situation and will
resume operating our regular capacity
very soon," he said.

Zomato tests service for last-mile
deliveries in corporate parks: Report

The pilot service is aimed at

streamlining deliveries inside tech
and corporate parks by ensuring
timely deliveries to customers and
also saving time for its riders

New Delhi. Zomato is currently testing
a new service aimed at facilitating
last-mile food deliveries to office
workers within corporate parks,
reported Entrackr.

The pilot service is aimed at

streamlining deliveries inside tech and

corporate parks by ensuring timely
deliveries to customers and also
saving time for its riders, especially in
workplaces where access to delivery
partners is restricted beyond reception
areas.In this pilot program, Zomato has
established micro hubs within office
premises in Gurugram. Here, delivery
partners drop off food orders, which are
then picked up by designated "walkers"
and delivered directly to customers on

their respective floors or exact locations,
added the report.The report added that
Zomato has likely secured agreements

five to six locations in Gurugram,
including Unitech Cyber Park, Zomato
plans to evaluate its success before

the US’ drop in standing among regional

Vistara Pilot Crisis: What we know so far

China,” the report states. “The Philippines
emerged as the most cautious.”

Tata Technologies to form
joint venture with BMW.
Details here

New Delhi Tata Technologies and BMW Group
are set to collaborate on a joint venture (JV)
aimed at software development for the
renowned German luxury car manufacturer.

The announcement about the JV was made by
Tata Technologies, following which its shares
surged nearly 6%. At 10.17 am, the shares of
the company were up 5.82%toRs 1,111.10 on
the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).The JV
will focus on creating automotive software for
various features, including automated driving
and dashboard systems."The new Joint
Venture (JV) will deliver automotive
software, including software-defined vehicle
(SDV) solutions for BMW Group’s premium
vehicles and digital transformation solutions
for its business IT," said the companies in a

with corporate parks to authorise these
last-mile delivery operations.

Additionally, the company promises a
hassle-free experience by minimising
calls from delivery partners an

potentially expanding the service to
other major cities.

corporate and startup establishments.

While the future scalability of this concept
remains uncertain, it reflects a broader

A source cited in the report
suggested that early
indications point to
promising demand, with
one hub managing an
estimated 100 to 150
orders per day.

This approach to last-mile
delivery draws inspiration
from similar models seen
in China, where
companies like Meituan
have effectively utilised
stationed teams to
optimise deliveries within
areas hosting numerous

assigning dedicated walkers for each
floor.

trend of logistics companies exploring
inventive solutions to enhance delivery

joint statement.

Nachiket Paranjpe, President of Automotive
Sales, at Tata Technologies, said, "In the
evolving automotive landscape, the journey
towards software-defined vehicle represents a
pivotal shift in automotive software and
vehicle development methodologies.""We
will leverage our deep domain knowledge and
SDV expertise to collaborate with the BMW
Group towards engineering vehicles that are
not just technologically advanced but deliver
exceptional experiences to consumers around
the globe," Paranjape added.However,
specific financial details of the agreement
were not disclosed.

Under this partnership, Tata Technologies and
BMW Group will each hold a 50% stake in the
newly established company.

Tata Technologies, a subsidiary of Tata Motors,

specialises in providing engineering and
technology services to automotive, acrospace,

While the pilot is currently underway at

efficiency

and heavy machinery manufacturers.

Why is BMW tying up with Tata
Technologies for software R&D

New Delhi. In yet another example of a
traditional manufacturing company tying
up with an IT services firm for R&D and
product development, global automotive
leader BMW will create a software and I'T
development hub in India in association
with Tata Technologies.

Traditional companies, particularly those in
the manufacturing sector, often seek tie-
ups with third-party services companies
like Tata Technologies and Accenture for
their R&D and design activities. These
collaborations offer the companies two
major advantages -- the ability to quickly
scale up and down their staffing
requirements, and access to state-of-the-
art tools, platforms and technologies to
accelerate their development activities.
Such tie-ups also help these companies tap
lower-cost locations such as India without
having to go through the process of
establishing a new company in the
country.The new JV will develop
automotive software, including software-
defined vehicle (SDV) solutions for BMW
Group's premium vehicles and digital

transformation solutions for its business
IT. More and more, cars and other vehicles
are relying on software solutions as a key
differentiator.

The new operations will initially have 100
professionals from Tata Technologies, and
will eventually grow to at least 1,000
software engineers eventually, the German
company said.The main development and
operations activities will be established in
Bengaluru and Pune, while Chennai will
focus on business IT solutions. Traditional
companies, particularly those in the
manufacturing sector, often seek tie-ups
with third-party services companies like
Tata Technologies and Accenture for their
R&D and design activities. These
collaborations are driven by several key
factors that enable these companies to stay
competitive in an increasingly
technology-driven landscape.Firstly,
third-party services companies possess
specialized expertise and knowledge in
various domains, such as digital
engineering, software development, and
IT solutions. By partnering with these

firms, traditional companies can access a
wealth of talent and resources that may not
be available in-house. This allows them to
accelerate their R&D efforts and bring
innovative products and solutions to
market more quickly.econdly,
collaborating with third-party services
companies can be more cost-effective than
building and maintaining an extensive in-
house R&D team. These partnerships
provide flexibility and scalability,
allowing traditional companies to adjust
their R&D investments based on their
current needs and market demands. This is
particularly beneficial for companies
operating in dynamic and competitive
industries where rapid adaptability is
crucial. Moreover, third-party services
companies often have a global presence
and can provide access to diverse talent
pools and markets. This enables traditional
companies to tap into a broader range of
skills and perspectives, fostering
innovation and helping them develop
products and solutions that cater to a wider
customer base.Besides the tie-up between

Tata Technologies and BMW Group,
another instance is the partnership
between Accenture and Faurecia, a leading
automotive supplier, to develop and
implement a digital manufacturing
platform. This collaboration focuses on
leveraging advanced technologies such as
artificial intelligence, digital twins, and 5G
to optimize Faurecia's manufacturing
operations and improve efficiency.

Against this, there are some companies that

have handed over a large part or the whole
of their R&D efforts to an external agency.
However, this can lead to a loss of control
over the direction and quality of the work,
potentially resulting in misaligned
objectives and outcomes that don't fully
meet the company's needs.Sometimes,
companies also establish captive
development centers in India. A captive
development center is a wholly-owned
subsidiary of a company that is set up in a
different location, often in countries like
India, to take advantage of the local talent
pool, lower costs, and favorable business
environment.
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Politics asi

New Delhi Katchatheevu means 'barren island'
in Tamil. Though barren in geographical
terms, it is fertile in political terms. The 1.15-
square-kilometre uninhabited island located
in the Palk Strait between India and Sri Lanka
keeps returning to India's political discourse.

It has made a comeback again just weeks ahead
of the Lok Sabha election.At a time when
China is looking to expand its presence in the
Indian Ocean Region, Katchatheevu assumes
great strategic significance for India. It also
impacts the lives of thousands of fishermen
from India, especially those from Tamil
Nadu.An RTI query about Katchatheevu filed
by Tamil Nadu BJP chief Annamalai and a
response to it has stirred the hornets' nest yet
again. Experts say the BJP is using the
Katchatheevu issue to make inroads in Tamil
Nadu, where the party has minimal presence.

Katchatheevu's significance to India extends
beyond politics and involves various aspects
suchasreligion, livelihood, and geopolitics.

Indian civilians are reportedly allowed onto the
island, which is controlled by Sri Lanka, for
just two days and a night every year. That is
during the festival at St Antony's shrine, the
only structure on the island.

St Antony is considered to be the patron deity of
seafarers.However, Indian fishermen for the
first time stayed away from the annual
festival on February 23-24. This, in a way, has
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KATCHATHEEVU:

e, why Katchatheevu is S|gn|f|cun’r for India

to do with India's ceeding of rights to
Katchatheevu 50 years ago.

INDIAN AND SRI
LANKAN CLAIMS

Historically, Katchatheevu belonged to the

Ramnad Zamindari, which was established in
1605 by the Nayak dynasty of Madurai. It
consisted of 69 coastal villages and 11 islets,
including Katchatheevu.Katchatheevu was a
source of revenue for the Sethupathi dynasty
as it leased the island first to the Dutch in
1767 and to the British East India Company
in 1822.This is how India has a historical
claim to the barren island.In its counterclaim,
Sri Lanka says that the Catholic Church on
the island comes under the Jaffna Diocese.
That was the basis of the Sri Lankan claim on
Katchatheevu. HOW KATCHATHEEVU
MATTERS TO INDIAN FISHERMEN

The small uninhabited islet of Katchatheevu

was ceded to Sri Lanka as part of bilateral
agreements in the 1970s under the prime
ministership of Indira Gandhi, which hit the
Indian fishermen of the area hard.

Since 1921, Katchatheevu had been under the

possession of British Ceylon. However, the
island saw occasional disputes pop up,
mainly regarding fishing rights in the waters
around the small island.After Indian
independence, Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru gave no importance to the island and

thought that the issue would lead to an
unnecessary dispute with friendly Sri Lanka,
according to the External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar.While the ‘Indo-Sri Lankan
Maritime Boundary Agreement of 1974' gave
away the island to Sri Lanka, Indian
fishermen were still allowed to access
Katchatheevu.Two years later, in 1976, the
maritime boundary line in the
Sethusamudram region between the two
neighbors was divided, ending the Indian
fishermen's visits to the island.Katchatheevu
and the adjoining seas naturally fell within Sri

Lanka's jurisdiction.Katchatheevu served as
a traditional fishing ground for fishermen
from both India and Sri Lanka. Indian
fishermen, especially from Tamil Nadu, used
the island to dry their nets.These agreements
have been a point of contention for Indian
fishermen, who argue that they restrict their
access to traditional fishing grounds,
affecting their livelihood.These fishermen
often cross the International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) in search of better
catches, risking detention and confiscation of
their equipment and vessels by Sri Lankan

authorities.Because of climate change, a
growth in fish demand and increased use of
trawlers, it is increasingly becoming
difficult for fishermen to get a good catch
from near the shore, and they are being
driven deeper into the sea.The island of
Katchatheevu is 22 km from the southern
coast of India and around 45 km southwest
of Jaffna, would have extended the
maritime boundary and the Indian
Exclusive Economic Zone by a decent
number of nautical miles.This would have
given the fishermen an extended fishing
area and prevented their arrest by the
Lankan Navy.Notably, the traditional
fishing area around the waters of the island
that the fishermen of the area enjoyed
historically, was lost to Sri Lanka.This is
what the Minister of External Affairs tried
to point out in his interaction with the media
on Monday.External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar took on the Congress and Tamil
Nadu's ruling Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) over the Katchatheevu issue."In the
last 20 years, 6,184 Indian fishermen have
been detained by Sri Lanka and 1,175 Indian
fishing vessels have been seized, detained or
apprehended by Sri Lanka," said S
Jaishankar.The minister also added that in the
last five years, the Katchatheevu issue and the
fisherman's issue have been repeatedly raised
by various parties in Parliament.

Congress calls notice to
Election Commission on
VVPAT 'important first step'

New Delhi. The Congress praised the Supreme Court's
notice to the Election Commission of India (ECI) on a
plea seeking the counting of all Voter Verified Paper
Audit Trail (VVPAT) paper slips in polls, saying it
was an "important first step".

In a post on X, Congress leader Jairam Ramesh said on
Monday night, "The Supreme Court has issued a
notice today to the Election Commission on the issue
of VVPATs. It bears constant repetition that the
Election Commission has refused to meet a
delegation of INDIA party leaders who have been
demanding 100% VVPATs in order to increase public
confidence in EVMs and to ensure the integrity of the
electoral process."The notice is an important first
step, but for it to be meaningful, the matter should be
decided before the elections commence," he
added.The VVPAT is an independent vote
verification system which permits a voter to see
whether his ballot was cast correctly. The system
generates a paper slip which can be viewed by the
voter and the paper slip is kept in a sealed cover and
can be opened in case of a dispute.On Monday, a
Supreme Court bench of Justices BR Gavai and
Sandeep Mehta issued the notice on the plea filed by
lawyer and activist Arun Kumar Aggarwal. It
challenges ECI guidelines mandating that VVPAT
verification should be done sequentially, that is one
after the other, thereby causing undue delay.

Government seeks report
from Vistara over flight
cancellations, delays: Report

New Delhi. The Union Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) sought a detailed report from Vistara
regarding flight cancellations and major delays, with
the airline, co-owned by Tata Group and Singapore
Airlines, having cancelled or delayed over 100 flights
in the past week, a Ministry official told ANI news
agency.

In an official statement, the Ministry said it is "monitoring
the situation of Vistara flight cancellations"."However,
flight operations are managed by airlines themselves.
Airlines have to comply with DGCA norms to ensure
passenger facilitation in case of cancellation or delay of
flights," it added.Tuesday's development comes a day
after the airline confirmed the frequent delays and
cancellation of flights, saying that teams were working
to stabilise the situation as it faced widespread backlash
from fliers.In an official statement on Monday, Vistara
said, "We confirm that we have had a number of flight
cancellations and unavoidable delays in the last few

days due to various operational reasons. Our teams are
tirelessly working to stabilising the situation. We regret
the inconvenience caused to our valued customers due
to these disruptions."The airline also said that it had
decided to temporarily reduce the number of operating
flights "to ensure adequate connectivity across our
network"."We have also deployed larger aircraft like
our B787-9 Dreamliner and A32Ilneo on select
domestic routes to combine flights or accommodate
more number of customers, wherever possible," the
statement said."We are offering alternate flight options
or refunds to affected customers, as applicable. Once
again, we understand that these disruptions have caused
immense discomfort to our customers, and sincerely
apologise to them for the same. We are working towards

JNU student on strike against 'inaction’
over sexual harassment complaint

New Delhi. A female student at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University has
started an indefinite strike at the main
gate of the campus, alleging inaction
by its administration over her sexual
harassment complaint against four
people.She alleged that she was

sexually harassed on the night of ®

March 31 on the campus by four
people, including two former students.
The university administration has
ordered an inquiry into the
incident.The complainant, however,
claimed that the “perpetrators” of the
crime were roaming around freely.It
has been more than 30 hours since 1
first filed the complaint and no action
whatsoever has been taken yet. There
have been a bunch of formalities; my
friends and 1 have been at the
administration, leaving our classes,
demanding justice, and doing all we
can, while the perpetrators are roaming
freely," she claimed.The university,
meanwhile, said it was following the
due process. "We are following the due
process which takes time. We also have
to give a chance to the accused to
provide their defence," JNU Chief

Proctor Sudhir Kumar told PTI.The
complainant further raised concerns
over her safety and security on the

campus. "It must be known that the
person who harassed me and my friend
resides in the same hostel as I do, and |
am expected to go into the same hostel,
the same corridors, the same mess, to
face that person who has caused me
such mental harassment."The chief
proctor had earlier said that the two ex-
students facing the allegations have
been declared "out-of-bounds from
campus".The complainant also
expressed displeasure over the
Jawaharlal Nehru University Students'
Union’s (JNUSU) involvement in
addressing the matter and said she
decided to start the protest after seeing

its ineffectiveness.“After witnessing
the ineffectiveness of the JNUSU, I
decided to take the matter into my own
hands. They went to meet the proctor
without the survivor while I and my
friends were busy in formalities with
the administration a€e," she said.The
student demanded the immediate
restraintment of one of the accused
from Sabarmati Hostel, cancellation of
the registration of the accused, out-of-
bound order for the former students
and steps to ensure safety her safety, as
well as that of her friends.The
purported incident took place when the
complainant and a friend were taking a
walk near the JNU Ring Road around 2
am, a university official said.They
were allegedly followed by four
people, including two students who
had already graduated, in a car. These
people allegedly sexually harassed the
female student, the official said.The
Left-led students' union has alleged
that the four people, including the two
former students, belong to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS)-affiliated Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP).

'Absolute Defiance”: Court Rebukes
Patanjali, Centre In Misleading Ads Row

New Delhi. Patanjali Ayurved co-
founder Baba Ramdev; the company's
top executive, Acharya Balakrishna;
and the centre were reprimanded by the
Supreme Court Tuesday during a
hearing on misleading advertisements,
including those that disparage modern
medicine and medical practitioners.

Ramdev and Balakrishna were rapped
for "absolute defiance" after filing
improper versions of affidavits
demanded by the court, while the
centre was asked why it "chose to keep
its eyes shut" despite Patanjali
claiming Western medicine offered no
protection against the COVID-19
virus.A bench of Justice Hima Kohli
and Justice Ahsanuddin Amanullah
also asked the Ministry of AYUSH
why it had not acted against Patanjali

after "shocking" ads belittling
contemporary medicine.We have
questions for AYUSH...COVID was in
2022 and you (the centre) stated these
(ayurvedic medicines) were, at best, a
supplement to the main (the
vaccines)... but this was not
publicised... you did nothing to make
this known. It was a critical period,"
Justice Kohli said sternly.This is the
second time in three months the centre
has been rebuked; in February, the
Supreme Court said "the government
is sitting with its eyes closed" and
demanded immediate action against

"false" and "misleading"
advertisements. "This is very
unfortunate..." the court had said then.

The court then also urged the centre to
find a remedy to the issue of

misleading medical ads.

The court today also ripped into Ramdev
and Balakrishna for the causal manner
in which an affidavit - offering an
unconditional apology for the ads - was
filed last month. A furious court called
the affidavit "indefensible" and
"humbug", and even suggested
Patanjali Ayurved could be guilt of
perjury.You should have made sure the
solemn undertaking should have been
in letter and spirit. We can also say we
are 'sorry'... for not accepting it (the
apology)... it is more of a lip service,"
the court said.The court was angered
that Patanjali had, prima facie,
continued to run ads ruled as
misleading last year. The claim that the
company's media unit was unaware of
the court order was dismissed.

India scoffs at China's 'senseless
attempts' linked to Arunachal

New Delhi. After China released 30 new names of
various places in Arunachal Pradesh, the Ministry
of External Affairs on Tuesday rejected the
"senseless attempts" by the neighbouring
country. In a statement, the MEA said assigning
"invented names" would not alter the reality that
Arunachal Pradesh "is, has been, and will always
be" an integral and inalienable part of India.

The MEA's remark comes as China has stepped-up
its claim over Arunachal Pradesh in recent weeks
following Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to the border state last month."China has
persisted with its senseless attempts to rename
places in the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh.
We firmly reject such attempts. Assigning
invented names will not alter the reality that
Arunachal Pradesh is, has been, and will always
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be an integral and inalienable part of India," MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.Earlier in the
day, Union Minister Kiren Rijiju also criticised
China, emphasising that such actions do not alter
the ground reality.

"China has been making all baseless claims but
that's not going to change the ground reality and
the 'historical facts'. Arunachal Pradesh is an
inalienable part of India, and the people of
Arunachal Pradesh are supremely patriotic
Indians by all standards and definitions," Rijiju
tweeted.External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
also hit out at China over its latest move. "If today
I change the name of your house, will it become
mine? Arunachal Pradesh was, is and will always
be a state of India. Changing names does not have
an effect," Jaishankar told ANI.

The fresh flashpoint comes after China released a
list of "standardised" geographical names in
Arunachal Pradesh, which Beijing recognises as
Zangnan.The 30 places renamed by Bejing
include 12 mountains, four rivers, one lake, one
mountain pass, 11 residential areas and a piece of
land, state-run Global Times reported. A high-
resolution map of the areas has also been shared
by China.

Hot weather warning issued for Odisha,

New Delhi.

Nadu,

Meanwhile,

rain on Tuesday and Thursday.

According to the IMD's regional centre in
Bhubaneswar, the Odisha state capital
recorded a maximum temperature of 39.4
degrees Celsius on Monday, a sharp
escalation since the previous day's
maximum of 33 degrees.Meanwhile,
Jharsuguda and Baripada were the hottest
at 40.4 degrees Celsius, followed by
Bolangir at 40.3 degrees Celsius, the
regional centre said in a bulletin on

and high solar insolation,
the PTI news agency
reported, citing the IMD
regional centre.The
minimum temperatures will
also see a gradual rise by
two to three degrees Celsius.
In coastal districts, the
minimum is expected to
settle around 25 to 27
degrees Celsius, while |
interior areas are expected |
to record between 24 and 26
degrees. The IMD's national £
weather bulletin issued on [
Tuesday also warned [
against heatwave conditions
that were likely to prevail in

parts of Karnataka from Tuesday to

Tamil Nadu; heavy rain in Assam

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has issued a five-day
hot weather warning for Odisha, Tamil
Kerala and Puducherry from
Tuesday to Saturday, during which
temperatures are likely to soar.
parts of Assam and
Meghalaya are expected to receive heavy

temperatures which were above normal
by at least 2-3 degrees.The minimum

above northwest Assam.On
Sunday night, three people,
including two children, died
after a boat capsized in the
Brahmaputra River due to
heavy rainfall and
storm.Around 20 people were
rescued from the capsized
boat.Also on Sunday, a
portion of ceiling at the
Guwahati airport collapsed
due to heavy rainfall, while six
flights were also diverted.The
cyclonic circulation above
northwest Assam is also likely
to trigger heavy rain and snow
in Arunachal Pradesh from
Tuesday to Saturday, the IMD
bulletin added.Due to a Western

Saturday; Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal from
Wednesday to Saturday; and Jharkhand
from Thursday to Saturday.

On Monday, areas in West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu recorded maximum

temperature in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Bihar saw an
increase above normal by 3-5
degrees.Meanwhile, regions in Assam
and Meghalaya are expected to receive
heavy rain on Tuesday and Thursday due
to the influence of a cyclonic circulation

Disturbance, moderate rain and snow is
expected in the Western Himalayan
Region in the next seven days, while
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand are likely to be
hit by thunderstorms and lightning
starting from Wednesday to Friday.

Monday evening.Boudh, Nayagarh,
Bhawanipatna, Talcher and Titlagarh
recorded a maximum temperature of 40
degrees Celsius. Cuttack's maximum
temperature stood at 39.4 degrees.

The rise in temperatures until Saturday is
due to prevailing northwesterly dry air

stabilising the situation and will resume operating at
our regular capacity very soon," itadded.

An ANI news agency report, citing aviation sources, said
the disruption was a result of pilots refusing to operate
due to long flying hours.
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Baltimore bridge collapse: For now,
no plan to disembark the 21 Indian
sailors, says report

World In total, 21 crew members, 20 of them Indian
citizens and one member from Sri Lanka, were on-
board the container ship Dali at the time of the
Baltimore bridge accident, which happened just
minutes into the ship's 27-day journey to Sri
Lanka. Authorities have said that - for now - there is no
plan to disembark the Dali's crew, who are still working
to maintain the ship. It is unlikely they will leave the
vessel until it is moved - a complicated and potentially
long process, the BBC reportsThe crew are all in good
health, including the one member with the minor injury,
which required stitches. The crew is well-supplied with
food, water and other supplies originally intended for
their voyage to Sri Lanka, BBC saidLittle else is known
publicly about the crew, their background or their
experience.

Among the few people to have been in contact with the
Indian crew members is Joshua Messick, the executive
director of the Baltimore International Seafarers'
Center, a non-profit organisation that works to protect
the rights of mariners.

Messick told the BBC that he has exchanged WhatsApp
messages with the crew after arranging delivery of a
care package that included WiFi hotspots.

He described them as "rattled" and largely keeping quiet
about their situation as the investigation unfolds.

"They're not saying much at all to anyone who has been in
touch with them," Messick was quoted as saying by the
BBC."They didn't have WiFi until Saturday and they
didn't really know what the perception of the rest of the
world was. They weren't sure if they were being
blamed, or demonised. They just didn't know what to
expect."Six people were killed in the collapse.

Investigators are working to determine exactly what
caused the collision, and it is unclear when the crew
will be able to leave the vessel.

Israel airstrike on Gaza kills
foreign aid workers, Hamas-run
media office says

World At least five employees of the World Central
Kitchen (WCK) non-governmental organisation,
including foreigners, were killed in an Israeli airstrike
on Gaza, the Hamas-run Gaza government media
office said late on Monday.Those killed in the incident
in central Gaza's Deir al-Balah included citizens of
Poland, Australia and Britain, as well as one
Palestinian, a spokesperson for the media office
said."We are aware of reports that members of the
World Central Kitchen team have been killed in an IDF
attack while working to support our humanitarian food
delivery efforts in Gaza," WCK posted on X. "This is a
tragedy. Humanitarian aid workers and civilians should
NEVER be a target. EVER."In a statement, the Islamist
group Hamas said the attack aimed to "terrorise"
workers of international humanitarian agencies and
deter them from pursuing their missions.

Commenting on the reports, the Israeli military said it
was conducting a thorough review at the highest levels
to understand the circumstances of what it called a
tragic incident."The IDF makes extensive efforts to
enable the safe delivery of humanitarian aid, and has
been working closely with WCK in their vital efforts to
provide food and humanitarian aid to the people of
Gaza," the military statement said.The Australian aid
worker killed was identified by a source and widely
reported in Australian media as Lalzawmi "Zomi"
Frankcom, a 44-year-old from Melbourne who had
worked for WCK for five years.Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese said in a radio interview
with state broadcaster ABC that the country's foreign
ministry was "urgently investigating" the reports.

An Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
spokesperson said reports of the death of an Australian
aid worker were very distressing."We have been clear
on the need for civilian lives to be protected in this
conflict. We have been very clear that we expect
humanitarian workers in Gaza to have safe and
unimpeded access to do their lifesaving work," the
spokesperson said.Video obtained by Reuters showed
paramedics moving bodies into a hospital and
displaying the passports of three of those killed.

Why Pakistan’s tryst with terror is
hoomeranging

World  After repeatedly warning the Taliban
dispensation in Kabul of consequences for not reining
in TTP, which is waging a war against the Pakistan govt
and military in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province —
especially in the parts therein that were earlier known as
FATA (Federally Administered Tribal Areas) — Pakistan
recently launched targeted strikes on alleged hideouts
of a TTP splinter group in the Paktika and Khost
provinces of Afghanistan.While Pakistan claimed the
air strikes were in retaliation to a cross-border terrorist
attack, Kabul accused Pakistan of violating
Afghanistan’s sovereignty and fired in response at
Pakistan troops along the border. The Pakistan air
strikes were not unprecedented and tension had been
building up between Kabul and Islamabad for more
than a year over the activities of TTP, which wants strict
implementation of the Sharia law in Pakistan.However,
this latest and perhaps most ominous flare-up seems to
have thrown into disarray Pakistan’s pursuit of strategic
depth in Afghanistan since the return of the Taliban to
Kabul in Aug 2021.Cut from same cloth

The fall of Kabul in 2021 was seen as nothing short of a
victory for the ISI, which had continued to support the
Taliban while ostensibly also backing the US war on
terror. However, Pakistan probably failed to allow for
the blowback that could ensue from the Taliban’s
complex relationship with TTP.

The Pakistani Taliban was formed in 2007 to fight the
Pakistan military but it remains an ideological cousin of
the Afghan Taliban — it pursues similar objectives like
overthrowing the govt and imposing its interpretation
of the Sharia law. Its leaders have also spoken about
establishing an Islamic Caliphate in Pakistan.Earlier
this year, a UN report said the Taliban remain “generally
sympathetic” to TTP’s aims and, barring a few cosmetic
measures like the offer to relocate TTP members away
from the border, have cared little about Pakistan’s
repeated calls to prevent cross-border terrorist attacks.
Apart from allowing TTP sanctuaries in Afghanistan,
some Taliban members reportedly even joined TTP in
attacking Pakistan as a “religious obligation”.There are
other reasons too for the Taliban being soft on TTP,
whose contribution in the fight against the US-led
coalition forces has not been forgotten by the regime in
Kabul.

ANew York appellate court has given the

Benjamin Ne’runyuhu vows to shut down
'terror channel' Al Jazeera in Israel

Jerusalem. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Monday vowed
to shut down Al Jazeera’s operations in
the country, calling it a “terror channel”
that spreads incitement, after parliament
passed a law clearing the way for the
closure.Netanyahu’s pledge escalated
Israel’s long-running feud against Al
Jazeera but also threatened to heighten
tensions with Qatar, which owns the
channel, at a time when the Doha
government is playing a key role in
mediation efforts to halt the war in
Gaza.Israel has long had a rocky
relationship with Al Jazeera, accusing it
of unfair bias against Israel.Relations
took a major downturn nearly two years
ago when Al Jazeera correspondent
Shireen Abu Akleh was killed during an
Israeli military raid in the occupied West
Bank.The Palestinian-American
journalist was well-known across the
Arab world for her critical coverage of
Israel, and the channel accused Israel of
intentionally killing her.Israel denied the
charge, saying she was likely killed by
Israeli fire in what appeared to be an
accidental shooting.Those relations

further deteriorated following the
outbreak of Israel’s war against
Hamas on October 7, 2023, when the
militant group carried out a cross-
border attack in southern Israel that
killed 1,200 people and took 250
others hostage.In December 2023, an
Israeli strike killed an Al Jazeera
cameraman as he reported on the war
in southern Gaza. The channel’s
bureau chief in Gaza, Wael Dahdouh,
was injured in the same attack.The
network also blamed Israel for killing
Dahdouh’s son in a strike in January.
Hamza Dahdouh was working for Al
Jazeera when the strike hit a car he was
travelling, it reported. The army later said
that Hamza Dahdouh was a member of
Islamic Jihad, a militant group that joined
the October 7,2023 attack with Hamas.
Wael Dahdouh’s wife, daughter and another
son were killed along with his grandson in
another Israeli strike last October.The
channel broadcast images of Dahdouh
entering the hospital and giving way to
grief as he peered over the body of his
dead son. Israel has not said who the
target of that strike was.Al Jazeera is one

of the few international media outlets to
remain in Gaza throughout the war,
broadcasting bloody scenes of airstrikes
and overcrowded hospitals and accusing
Israel of massacres.Israel accuses Al
Jazeera of collaborating with Hamas.“Al
Jazeera harmed Israel’s security, actively
participated in the Oct. 7 massacre, and
incited against Israeli soldiers. It is time to
remove the bullhorn of Hamas from our
country,” Netanyahu said on X, formerly
Twitter.He said he planned on acting
immediately under the authority of the
newly passed law. “The terror channel Al
Jazeera will no longer broadcast from
Israel,” he said.Al Jazeera has been

closed or blocked by other Middle
Eastern governments, including Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, the United Arab
Emirates and Bahrain.Egypt has
banned Al Jazeera since 2013. It
launched the crackdown after the 2013
military overthrow of an elected but
divisive government dominated by the
Muslim Brotherhood group.Egypt
considers the Brotherhood a terrorist
group and accuses both Qatar and Al
Jazeera of supporting it.In
Washington, State Department
spokesman Matthew Miller said the US
does not always agree with Al Jazeera’s
coverage, but respects its work.“We
support the independent free press
anywhere in the world,” he said. “And
much of what we know about what has
happened in Gaza is because of reporters
who are there doing their jobs, including
reporters from Al Jazeera.”Israel has in
the past threatened to shutter Al Jazeera
but never did so. Monday’s law did not
immediately close the station but it
authorises officials to do so after
consultation and approval from legal and
security officials.

Florida court clears way for Republican-
backed law to ban abortion

Tallahassee. The Florida Supreme Court
on Monday cleared the way for a
Republican-backed law banning
abortion after six weeks of pregnancy
to take effect. But it approved an
initiative to let voters decide
whether to amend the US state's
constitution to establish a right to
an abortion.In a pair of rulings, the
state's top court upheld an existing
law that banned abortion after 15 |
weeks, and by doing so, cleared
the way for a six-week ban to take
effect. However, the court also
dismissed an effort by the state's
Republican attorney general to
prevent an initiative from
appearing on the November ballot,
giving voters the chance to decide
whether there should be a right to
an abortion."We decline to encroach
on the prerogative to amend their
constitution that the people have
reserved to themselves," the court said
in one of the rulings.Abortion is illegal
after 15 weeks in Florida under a law
signed by Governor Ron DeSantis in
2022, two months before the US

Florida vnic e
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Supreme Court overturned its
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that
had legalised the procedure
nationwide.DeSantis in April 2023
signed an even stricter ban passed by

é

the Republican-controlled state
legislature starting at six weeks of
pregnancy. That measure included
"trigger" language that enacted the
near-total ban one month after the state
Supreme Court affirmed the earlier 15-
month ban.At six weeks, many women
donotyetknow they are pregnant.

A group of Florida abortion providers,

including affiliates of Planned

Parenthood, had filed a lawsuit in 2022

challenging the 15-week ban, saying

the measure violates the state's

constitution.Laura Goodhue,
executive director of the Florida
Alliance of Planned Parenthood
Affiliates, said in a statement her
organisation had seen the
negative impact of abortion bans
on patients in Florida."Today’s
decision paves the way for
Florida voters to stop these
ridiculous abortion bans once and
forall," she said.

ON THE NOVEMBER 35
BALLOT

Abortion access is now almost non-
existent in Southern US states,
with most having imposed sweeping
Republican-backed restrictions.

That could change on November 5, when
the Florida voters will decide on the
abortion ballot initiative alongside the
presidential election between
Democrat Joe Biden and his
Republican challenger, former
President Donald Trump.

Donald Trump posts $175 million bond in New York civil fraud case

New York .Donald Trump posted a $175

million bond on Monday in his New
York civil fraud case, halting
collection of the more than $454
million he owes and preventing the
state from seizing his assets to satisfy
the debt while he appeals, according to
acourt filing.

former president 10 days to put up the
money after a panel of judges agreed
last month to slash the amount needed
to stop the clock on enforcement.The
bond Trump is posting with the court
now is essentially a placeholder, meant
to guarantee payment if the judgment
is upheld. If that happens, the
presumptive Republican presidential
nominee will have to pay the state the
whole sum, which grows with daily
interest.If Trump wins, he won’t have
to pay the state anything and will get
back the money he has put up now.

“As promised, President Trump has

posted a bond. He looks forward to
vindicating his rights on appeal and
overturning this unjust verdict,” said
one of Trump’s lawyers, Alina Habba.

Until the appeals court intervened to

lower the required bond, New York
Attorney General Letitia James had
been poised to initiate efforts to collect
the judgment, possibly by seizing
some of Trump’s marquee properties.
James, a Democrat, brought the

lawsuit on the state’s behalf. Her office

declined to comment Monday.

The court ruled after Trump’s lawyers

complained it was “a practical
impossibility” to get an underwriter to
sign off on a bond for the $454 million,
plus interest, that he owes.

The company that underwrote the bond

is Knight Specialty Insurance, which is
part of the Knight Insurance Group.

The chairman of that company,
billionaire Don Hankey, told The
Associated Press that both cash and
bonds were used as collateral for
Trump’s appellate bond.
“This is what we do at Knight Insurance,
and we’re happy to do this for
anyone who needs a bond,” said
Hankey, who is best known in
the business world for making
high-risk, high-interest loans to
car buyers with flawed credit
histories. Hankey told the AP he
has never met or spoken with
Trump.Trump is fighting to
overturn a judge’s Feb. 16
finding that he lied about his
wealth as he fostered the real
estate empire that launched him
to stardom and the presidency.
The trial focused on how Trump’s
assets were valued on financial
statements that went to bankers and
insurers to get loans and deals. Trump
denies any wrongdoing, saying the
statements actually lowballed his
fortune, came with disclaimers and
weren’t taken at face value by the
institutions that lent to or insured him.

Iran says Israeli strike on
consulate in Syria killed 2
top military commanders

Damascus,UPDATED Iranian officials said the
Israeli airstrike that demolished Iran’s consulate
in Syria on Monday killed two top military
commanders and five officers. The strike
appeared to signify an escalation of Israel’s
targeting of military officials from Iran, which
supports militant groups fighting Israel in Gaza,
and along its border with Lebanon.Since the war
in Gaza began nearly six months ago, clashes
have increased between Israel and Iran-backed
Hezbollah militants based in Lebanon. Hamas,
which rules Gaza and attacked Israel on October
7, 2023, is also backed by Iran.Israel, which
rarely acknowledges strikes against Iranian
targets, said it had no comment on the latest
attack in Syria, although a military spokesman
blamed Iran for a drone attack early Monday
against a naval base in southern Israel.Israel has
grown increasingly impatient with the daily
exchanges of fire with Hezbollah, which have
escalated in recent days, and warned of the
possibility of a full-fledged war. Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels in Yemen have also been
launching long-range missiles toward Israel,
including on Monday.The airstrike in Syria
killed Gen. Mohammad Reza Zahedi, who led
the elite Quds Force in Lebanon and Syria until
2016, according to Iran’s Revolutionary Guard.
It also killed Zahedi’s deputy, Gen Mohammad
Hadi Hajriahimi, and five other officers.

A member of Hezbollah, Hussein Youssef, also
was killed in the attack, an official with the
militant group told The Associated Press news
agency.The official spoke on condition of
anonymity in line with group’s rules. Hezbollah
has not publicly announced the death.Hezbollah
offered condolences to Iran for Zahedi’s death
and called Israel “foolish when it believes that
liquidating the leaders can stop the roaring tide
of the people’s resistance”.It added in its
statement that the killing “will not pass without
the enemy receiving punishment and
revenge”.The Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, which is based in Britain, said two
Syrians were also killed. Two police officers
who guarded the consulate were among those
wounded, and first responders were still
searching for bodies under the rubble.While
Iran’s consular building was levelled in the
attack, according to Syria’s state news agency,
its main embassy building remained intact. Still,
the Iranian ambassador’s residence was inside
the consular building.Iran’s ambassador,
Hossein Akbari, vowed revenge for the strike “at
the same magnitude and harshness".Hamas and
Islamic Jihad, another Palestinian militant group
backed by Iran, accused Israel of seeking to
widen the conflict in Gaza.Experts said there
was no doubt that [ran would retaliate. The strike
in Syria was a “major escalation,” Charles
Lister, a Syria expert at the Middle East Institute
in Washington, said on the social media platform
X.

Indian-Americans in US Congress flag
rise in temple attacks, seek briefing

The Indian-American
members of the US
Congress have cited an
'alarming increase’ in
incidents of vandalism
at Hindu temples.

UPDATED. Five Indian-American
members of the US Congress have
sought a briefing from the US
Department of Justice amid concerns
over an "alarming" increase in incidents
of vandalism at temples across the
country. The Congress members have
sought a briefing on the status of
investigations concerning these crimes
and the coordination between local
agencies, the Federal Bureau of

leaving many to continue to live in fear
and intimidation. Our communities
remain concerned about law
enforcement coordination regarding
these bias-motivated crimes, and they
are left wondering if there is
appropriate federal oversight to ensure
equal protection under the law," the
Indian-American leaders said in the
letter. The Congress members further
highlighted that the number of
incidents and the "closeness of the
timing of incidents" raised "troubling
questions about linkages and the intent
behind them".In January, a temple in
California's Hayward was defaced with
pro-Khalistan graffiti. A few weeks
before the incident, another temple in
Newark was found with similar

Investigation (FBI), and the Civil Rights
Division.The Congress members have
cited that some of the temples were
defaced with pro-Khalistan and anti-
India graffiti."Attacks at mandirs

(temples) from New York to California "Leaders

have contributed to increased collective
anxiety among Hindu Americans," the

Congress members said in a joint
letter. The letter was sent by Pramila
Jayapal, Ro Khanna, Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Shri Thanedar and
Amy Berato the Department of Justice.

from these impacted
communities have expressed there are
unfortunately 'no leads' on suspects,

graffiti."It takes relatively few
coordinated acts of hate to create fear
within a community that has often been
marginalised or neglected, and we must
work collaboratively to combat hate
against all religious, ethnic, racial, and
cultural minorities in America," the
letter further said.




SPORTS

THE PHETON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Wednesday, 03 April 2024

NEWS BOX

Had chills when Pant

came out to bat: Hope

CHENNAIL When Rishabh Pant walked in at
the fall of David Warner’s wicket in the first
game against Punjab Kings, Shai Hope, the
other batter in the middle, experienced
‘chills’.“I was there when he walked out to
bat and it gave me chills to see how the
crowd reacted,” he tells this daily. “It was an
away game for us butto see that... it’s great to
see that he has recovered from that incident.
Hopefully he can go from strength to
strength and show the world what Pant has to
offer.”Hope, who made his Indian Premier
League (IPL) debut in that game, takes this
daily inside the franchise dressing room on
the morning of Pant’s return to competitive
cricket. “It was great, anytime you have a
guy like him in the set-up, the mood is lifted
thanks to his positive energy and the kind of
character he 1s. I’'m really happy to see him
out there; it means a lot to cricket and
Capitals.”Even otherwise, the 30-year-old
was compelled to talk about the atmosphere.
“It could have been better if we had won the
game,” he says. “But it was a really good
experience (with the debut). Feeling the
atmosphere, it’s completely different to

seeing it on TV. It was nice to get out and see
what it’s like.”He was also fairly intimate
with what the team management has told
Hope this year. “Be yourself, there’s areason

why you are here. Be who you are as a batter
or as a bowler.” In the first game, he was
sandwiched between two ultra aggressive
openers (David Warner and Mitchell Marsh)
and Pant. Does that mean his role is that of an
anchor? “You have to assess the conditions,”
he said. “How you play depends on the
situation of the game. Those guys are quality
batters and to have them at the top, any
bowler seeing them at the crease would give
us an edge. It’s good to have such qualities.
Hopefully the experience translates to solid
runs and solid wins for the team.”Speaking
about team, when the conversation veered
towards West Indies, Hope called the
upcoming T20 World Cup at home a ‘great
occasion’. “It’s a really big occasion for all
of us, we have been playing well. I think we
have won three of the last four series. All the
players have been really putting the work.
Hopefully, we can take in the momentum of
the last few months into the World Cup and
become the first team to win at home, that
will be something (while Hope refused to
divulge the plans the board has for the
selected plaSyers, don’t be surprised if they
fly back for a small camp before the
tournament begins).

Oly qualification all but done,
lifting weights Mirabai's sole
target ahead of Paris Games

CHENNALI . The target was always to make
sure she lifted weights without trouble and it
seems to have been achieved. Mirabai
Chanu, the Tokyo Olympic silver medallist,
might have finished third in Group B by
lifting weights way below her best at the IWF
World Cup in Phuket, Thailand on Monday
but it certainly was the best thing coach Vijay
Sharma has experienced in the past six
months. For the record, Mirabai's best lift in
snatch was 81kg and 103kg was her top liftin
the second attempt in the clean and jerk
section in the event. Her personal best is
88kg and 119kg in the snatch and C&J
sections respectively.

Second in the Olympic Qualification Ranking
(OQR) only behind Chinese lifter Jiang
Huihua in 49kg as of March 4, 2024, the
Manipur lifted has all but qualified for the
2024 Paris Games. Qualification, however,
was never an issue but fitness was. Mirabai
hasn't lifted weight in an international event
since she had to be stretchered off the
platform after falling on her back at the Asian
Games six months ago.Before and after the
Hangzhou Games, Mirabai took part in
international tournaments — World
Championships in Riyadh (September 2023)
and IWF Grand Prix II in Doha (December
2023). But the aim then was to just mark her
attendance as participation in these Olympic
Qualifying events was mandatory to qualify
for the Olympics. She then had to miss the
Asian Championships in February this year
as she had headed to the USA for a month-
long rehabilitation programme in St Louis
under Dr Aaron Horschig."More than happy
with her show," an elated Sharma told this
daily.

"Our entire focus leading up to this event was
solely on her (Mirabai's) rehabilitation.
Seeing her perform comfortably today, given
she is returning after six months of injury and
rehabilitation, makes me proud of all the
hard work we have done. Today, she was
comfortable and confident in her lifts. Now
that we're almost through, our focus is firmly
set on the Paris Olympics 2024. It's time to
channel all our energy into preparing for the
main event in Paris,” added the coach.

As per the criteria, a lifted has to compulsorily
compete in five events including the 2024
World Cup and Mirabai did that on Monday.
The official announcement of the
qualification will be made on April
28.Mirabai and the team had earlier given
194kg as the entry total and then brought it
down by 10kg for the Phuket event. The
former world champion lifted 75kg and 79kg
before lifting 81kg in her three snatch
attempts. In the C&J section, she first
attained the 98kg mark before lifting 103kg.
She attempted for 106kg in her third and final
attempt but couldn't.

13 years of India’s World Cup 2011
triumph: The wait for next title goes on

UPDATED. It has been 13 years since MS

Dhoni’s iconic six to hand India their second
ODI World Cup title in 2011. India beat Sri
Lanka in the final of the World Cup to lift the
prestigious trophy in front of a packed
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on Saturday
2nd April 2011. The final between India and
Sri Lanka saw heroic performances with
both bat and ball, with the likes of Dhoni,
Gautam Gambhir and Zaheer Khan writing
their names in Indian cricket folklore. From
Gambhir’s gritty 97 in a mud-stained shirt to
Dhoni’s cool finish, the final at the
Wankhede fondly lives in the memory of
millions of Indian cricketing fans.In the
lead-up to the final, both teams demonstrated
impressive performances during the
tournament. Sri Lanka secured a second-
place finish in Group A, winning four out of
six matches and suffering a single defeat
against Pakistan. Meanwhile, India emerged
second in Group B, following victories in
four of their six encounters, losses against
South Africa, and a thrilling tied match
against England. Despite finishing level on
points with South Africa, India claimed the
runner-up position due to their superior net
run rate.Following the group-stage, India
prevailed in two high-pressure knockout
matches. First, they restricted the defending
champions, Australia, to 260 runs and

successfully chased the target,
ensuring a 29-run victory. Then
they confronted archrivals Pakistan
in the semi-finals, with both Prime
Ministers present at the match.
After posting a competitive total of 8
260 runs, India defended it
successfully, emerging victorious
by 29 runs.

THE FINALAT WANKHEDE

The 2011 final marked the first time
ever that two Asian teams had faced
each other in an ODI World Cup
final. Batting first, Sri Lanka
posted 274 for 6 on the scoreboard
on the back of a brilliant century
from Mahela Jayawardene. He was
ably backed up by the stylish
Kumar Sangakkara, who hit 48
runs off 67 balls before Nuwan Kulusekara
provided the Lankans with a final floruish,
smahsing a 30-ball 32. Yuvraj and Zaheer
claimed two wickets each with the left-arm
pacer providing India with a dream start in
the powerplay.In the second innings, India
were dealt an early blow with the dismissal
of Virender Sehwag off the very second
delivery. The legendary Sachin Tendulkar
became the next to fall as India were left
reeling at 31 for 2. Virat Kohli and Gambhir
stitched a crucial 83-run stand to settle

India's innings before Dhoni joined Gambhir
in the middle and the took India's score past
the 200-run mark. Their partnership saw
both batters hitting fifties before Gambhir's
dismissal for 97.

Yuvraj Singh, who had been India's top-
performer throughout the tournament, saw
off the chase with Dhoni hitting the winning
six, while remaining unbeaten on 91.

This memorable triumph brought the coveted
trophy back to India, marking their second
ODI World Cup title, with Dhoni receiving
the Player of the Match award for his crucial

MI captaincy could be handed back to Rohit
Sharma: Mun0|T|wury makes bold call

New Delhi Former India batter Manoj Tiwary

has said that Mumbai's captaincy could be
handed back to Rohit Sharma. The five-time
Indian Premier League champions have
succumbed to three back-to-back losses to
begin their 2024 season under the leadership
of all-rounder Hardik Pandya following his
historic trade move from Gujarat. Pandya
was traded from Gujarat after a successtul
stint as their skipper, leading them to the IPL
title in 2022 and taking them all the way to
the final in 2023. He replaced long-time
captain Rohit at the helm in Mumbai but is
yet to register his first win as their
captain.Speaking to Cricbuzz after
Mumbai’s loss against Rajasthan, Tiwary
said Rohit could be made Mumbai’s captain
once again following a poor start in the 2024
season. Rajasthan restricted Mumbai to 125
for 9 in the first innings before chasing the
under-par target down with 6 wickets and 27
balls remaining. Under Pandya’s leadership,
Mumbai has suffered defeats against
Gujarat and Hyderabad, losing by 6 runs and
31 runs respectively.“Mumbai's captaincy

Rohit Sharma urges Wankhede crowd
to stop booing Hardik Pandya

New Delhi Rohit Sharma had to intervene

finally and stop the Mumbai crowd from
booing the home team captain Hardik
Pandya as the 5-time champions were
handed a crushing defeat by Rajasthan in an
IPL 2024 match at the Wankhede Stadium
on Monday. While fielding at the deep,
Rohit was spotted signalling toward the
crowd, asking the fans to calm down and
allow a breather to Hardik, who has had
rough start to his stint as the captain of the
S-time champions.Rohit Sharma had to
intervene finally and stop the Mumbai
crowd from booing the home team captain
Hardik Pandya as the 5-time champions
were handed a crushing defeat by
Rajasthan in an IPL 2024 match at the
Wankhede Stadium on Monday. While
fielding at the deep, Rohit was spotted
signalling toward the crowd, asking the
fans to calm down and allow a breather to
Hardik, who has had rough start to his stint
as the captain of the 5-time
champions.Rohit Sharma was not as
straightforward as Sanjay Manjrekar, but
the television cameras spotted the former
captain, asking the home crowd to rally
behind Hardk Pandya, who has been under

could be handed back to Rohit Sharma.
What I understand is that the owners of
Mumbai Indians don't hesitate in making
decisions. They made the call of taking the
captaincy from Rohit and giving it to Hardik
Pandya despite Rohit winning five IPL titles
for them,” said Tiwary.

“Changing the captain is a very big call. They

tremendous pressure in the new season.
Rohit was signalling with his hand while he
was fielding along the boundary line even as
Rajasthan was making a light work of their
126-run chase.Rohit Sharma requesting the
wankhede crowd not to Booo Hardik

Pandya...!

It was a tough night for Hardik Pandya as

Mumbai slipped to one of their most insipid
losses at home. Managing just 125 on the
board after the likes of Rohit Sharma,

have not picked up a single point this season.
And the captaincy is also all over the place,
it's not just bad luck and the captaincy has
been very good, that's not the case. The
captaincy has not been great,” Tiwary
added.“Mumbai's captaincy could be
handed back to Rohit Sharma. What I
understand is that the owners of Mumbai
Indians don't hesitate in making decisions.
They made the call of taking the captaincy
from Rohit and giving it to Hardik Pandya
despite Rohit winning five IPL titles for
them,” said Tiwary.

“Changing the captain is a very big call. They

have not picked up a single point this season.
And the captaincy is also all over the place,
it's not just bad luck and the captaincy has
been very good, that's not the case. The
captaincy has not been great,” Tiwary
added.In fact, former skipper Rohit had to
urge the home crowd to stop booing Pandya
during MI’s defeat against Rajasthan. The
Mumbai-based franchise will be looking to
bounce back to winning ways when they
take on Delhi Capitals on Sunday, April 7.

Dewald Brevis and Naman Dhir failed to

trouble the scorers, Mumbai allowed

Rajasthan to breeze to the target in just 15.3

overs. While Hardik Pandya top-scored with

a 21-ball 34, he lacked support from the

other end as Trent Boult and Yuzvendra
Chahal picked 6 wickets
between them.With the ball,
Akash Madhwal shone with 3
wickets on hs return to the MI
side and Jasprit Bumrah kept it
tight in the powerplay after
getting the new ball, finally.
However, the bowling efforts
were not enough as a composed
Riyan Parag's 54 not out helped
Rajasthan chase down 126 in
just15.3 overs.

The crushing defeat saw Mumbai
rooted to the bottom of the
points table and their Net Run
Rate also took a big hit. Mumbai
are the only team in IPL 2024

without a win after three rounds of matches.

Mumbai have a 6-day break to regroup and

rethink their strategies as they next host
Delhi at the Wankhede Stadium on Sunday,
April 7.

contributions with the bat.
THE WAIT GOES ON
It’s been 13 years since India’s
glorious victory in Mumbai
and the powerhouse of cricket
has not been able to get their
hands on another World Cup
title since then. India has come
close on several occasions,
topping the group-table in all
the ODI World Cups that have
followed.In 2015, India
topped Group B only to be
knocked out by eventual-
champions Australia in the
semi-finals. In 2019, India
topped the league stage once
again, before losing to New
Zealand in the semi-final,
which lasted for two days due to rain
interruptions.However, India’s biggest
heartbreak came in 2023, when they won all
their nine league stage matches and the semi-
final in dominant performances all across the
board, only to fall in the final hurdle, losing
against Australia in Ahmedabad.With the
disappointment on the 2023 ODI World Cup
behind them, the Indian team will be looking
to clinch just their second T20 World Cup
title when the tournament kicks-off in the
West Indies and USA in June this year.

Riyan Parag’s mother hands

him Orange Cap after
Wankhede heroics vs Ml

New Delhi. Riyan Parag’s mother was filled
with pride after her son bagged the Orange
Cap after Rajasthan’s match against Mumbai
in the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 on
Monday, April 1 at the iconic Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai. The 22-year-old Parag
played a matured knock after the Royals lost
3 early wickets while chasing 126. He stayed
not out on 54 runs off 39 balls with 5 fours
and 3 sixes as RR tracked down the target
with 27 balls to spare.Kwena Maphaka got
rid of the dangerous Yashasvi Jaiswal, after
which Akash Madhwal got the wickets of Jos
Buttler and Sanju Samson. From there on,
Parag put his head down and played the
knock of substance. He started cautiously
and absorbed the pressure before going for
his shots when he got his eyes in.

After he returned from playing the knock,
Parag’s mother was seen giving her son a
warm hug. She also handed the cap to Parag,
who has scored 181 runs from 3 games at an
average of 181 and a strike-rate of 160.17.

‘Simplified everything’

After the match, Parag talked about the
changes he has made to his game. He said that
keeping things simple has helped him
imensely.

"Actually, I've simplified everything instead of
trying to do a lot of things. Earlier, when I
wasn't getting runs, I would try a lot of
different things. This year, it's just seeing the
ball and hitting the ball. When I play
domestically this is the exact kind of
situations I go into bat,” Parag said.

“When Jos bhai and Ash bhai got out, I thought
to myselfthis is what I do in domestic cricket.
Sothat's what I calculated,” he added.

With the win, RR toppled Kolkata to the top of
the table with 6 points and a net run rate of
+1.249. The Royals and the Knights are the
only 2 unbeaten teams in the tournament.

IPL 2024, RCB vs LSG: Fiery rivalry to be
reignited as KL Rahul returns to Bengaluru

«Bengaluru to take on Lucknow at

M Chinnaswamy Stadium

«Bengaluru, Lucknow were

involved in fierce battles last
season

«Bengaluru will be looking to get

back to winning waysA

NEW DELHI. In what promises to be yet

another fiery clash in the Indian Premier
League, Bengaluru are all set to lock horns
with Lucknow at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium. The two sides will reignite their
rivalry following hotly-contested encounters
last season. The home side will be looking to
bounce back to winning ways having

succumbed to a humbling 7-wicket loss
against Kolkata, while Lucknow will aim to
keep their winning run going after beating
Punjab by 21 runs.The match will also see
Lucknow captain return to his home town
and his former team. Rahul played for
Bengaluru for two years. He scored just 20
runs in five matches in his maiden IPL season
in 2013 before returning to the Bengaluru-
based franchise in 2016, when he scored 397
runs in 14 matches at an average of 44.11.
The wicket-keeping batter has been the
skipper of Lucknow since the team’s
formation in 2022 and will be looking to
make an impact against his former side on
Tuesday.In fact, Rahul has a phenomenal
record against RCB, having scored 628 runs
from 15 matches at a strike rate of 144.03. He
averages 69.77 against RCB, which is the
best amongst batters with over 400 runs,
while hitting a century and four fifties against

them. His record at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium is also good, having scored 362 runs
inthese games atan average of 36.20.

Facing Rahul will be superstar batter Virat

Kohli, who has made an impressive start in
IPL 2024. The former RCB captain is the
joint-highest scorer in the competition,

spotlight by becoming the fastest bowler in
IPL 2024. The 21-year-old clocked at 155.80
kmph against Punjab Kings to register the
fastest delivery of this season. All eyes will
be on the young speedster as he looks to
impress following a three-wicket haul on his
debut against Punjab.
HEAD-TO-HEAD

The two teams have faced each other just four
times in the IPL, with RCB coming out on
top on three occasions and LSG winning
once.With RCB winning their first three
encounters between the two sides, LSG
registered their first win over the Bengaluru-
based franchise with a nail-biting 1-wicket
win last season, which also became a back-
drop for a heated clash between Kohli and
then LSG team mentor Gautam Gambhir.

having smashed 181 runs at ana verage of TEAMNEWS

90.50 in IPL 2024, and is level with
Rajasthan's Riyan Parag in run-getters
list Meanwhile, Mayank Yadav, a young
pacer from Delhi, has taken over the

The biggest worry for LSG going into this
game will be the fitness of Rahul, who played
as an Impact Substitute in their recent win
over Punjab Kings.
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Ketika

Sharma's

Red Dress Is Perfect For Your
Da’re ngh’r With BAE

social media. Known for her unmatched fashion style, the

actress frequently keeps sharing her glamorous looks on her
official social media handles. Ketika recently shared a new photoshoot,
looking drop-dead gorgeous in a red outfit. With every new photoshoot,
Ketika Sharma proves to be one of the leading fashionistas on social media.
The Romantic actress took to her official Instagram handle, to share a new
series of photos, exuding charm and beauty. In the images shared, Ketika is
enjoying some time alone in a swing, at a scenic location in Goa, amidst
the green nature. She has donned a simple, blood-red short dress, with thin
straps and paired with white sneakers. Opting for a total makeup-free
look, the actress chose to keep her hair open, giving it a slightly wild
look. The actress has captioned the post with just a heartdrop and a
butterfly emoticon.

Netizens show their love in the replies. A user wrote, “Mind-blowing
eyes queen.” Another user wrote, “Oh My bae you are looking very
stunning.” A third user shared, “Wow you are looking very very
beautiful inared dress.”

Ketika Sharma entered the film industry with the film Romantic,
which was released in 2021. The Telugu film was directed by Anil
Paduri and written by Puri Jagannadh. It starred Akash Puri, Ketika
Sharma and Ramya Krishna in notable roles. Puri Jagannadh and
Charmme Kaur produced the film, under the banner of Puri
Connects.The actress was last seen in the film Bro, theatrically
released in 2023. Directed by Samuthirakani, the film starred Sai
Dharam Tej and Pawan Kalyan in pivotal roles, along with
Ketika Sharma, Rohini, Priya Prakash Varrier and many more. It
is produced by People Media Factory and Zee Studios.

ﬁ ctress Ketika Sharma is one of the most popular names on

Keeps It Comfy In White Crop Top And Blue Shorts
As She Gets Spotted Outside Gym

araAli Khan is a fitness lover and never misses it. Today, she turned heads yet again as Sara was spotted outside her gym in a stylish
yet comfortable outfit. She opted for a laid-back look, wearing a white crop top paired with blue shorts. The video has gone viral on
social media and fans are also reacting to it.In the video, shared by Viral Bhayani, we can see Sara holding a water bottle coming out
of the gym. She is sweating and is seen walking towards her car. Fans have surrounded her and she is still trying to walk. Sara even |
greeted them. Many fans dropped heart emojis in the comment section. Sara’s choice of attire perfectly complemented her vibrant
persona.
Recently, Sara was spotted distributing meals among the underprivileged ones in Mumbai, Sara requested the paparazzi not to
photograph her. She was seen stepping
out of her car with a bag of food and
began distributing it to those people
sitting at the corner of the road.
Interestingly, this time she was
observed requesting paps. The video
gained popularity on social media, and
her aunt Saba Ali Khan commented on
the clip, showing her support. When
Sara noticed the cameras, she became
agitated and firmly told the
photographers not to shoot her. In the
viral videos, Sara was seen stating,
“Please mat karo (do not record).”
Many people in the comments section
supported her, expressing that the
paparazzi should respect her refusal
and not invade her privacy. Even her
aunt Saba Ali Khan stated, “I do the
same every Saturday without calling
paps. Don’t film it. Takes away from
the cause. She is trying to say the
same.”On the work front, Sara Ali
Khan has experienced a few successes
recently. The actress was featured in %
Murder Mubarak, directed by Homi Adajania. Sara is also being lauded for her performance in Ae Watan Mere Watan. Set in the pre-  *
independence era, the film follows 22-year-old Usha, a college girl in Bombay, who works to help India win independence and
establishes an underground radio station that fuels the Quit India Movement.
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Allu Arjun, Samantha Ruth
Prabhu's Reunion On Cards For

Atlee s F1|m7 Here s What We Know

oy Y

s fter appearing in the successful film
) ‘Kushi’ alongside Vijay Deverakonda,

Samantha Ruth Prabhu has not signed any
Telugu projects, leaving her fans curious about
her next move. The latest speculation suggests
that she might star opposite Allu Arjun in an
upcoming film directed by Atlee, with
discussions currently underway between Sam
and Atlee.ccording to the entertainment portal
PinkVilla, Atlee is venturing into uncharted
territory in the commercial space with Allu
Arjun, and the dynamic pair is gearing up to
commence filming by October 2024. Both
parties have finalized the subject, and Atlee has
begun the casting process for the project.
Sources close to the production reveal that Atlee
is negotiating with Samantha to come on board
as the female lead in the film. If true, this project
will mark a reunion for Allu Arjun and Samantha
post their collaboration in ‘Son of Satyamurthy.’
Additionally, the duo shared screen space for a
song in ‘Pushpa: The Rise.’The source told the
portal, “Samantha and Atlee have previously
worked together in Theri and the duo is now in
talks for a reunion on the Allu Arjun film. Both of
them shared a great bond back in the day and are
excited for this reunion. It’s among the most
awaited films in present times and will feature
some of biggest names of Indian Cinema.”

The highly anticipated Allu Arjun and Atlee

project is slated to begin production in October
2024, promising to be a high-budget action
extravaganza. Alongside Samantha, the script
offers opportunities for additional female leads,
with casting procedures already in progress. Allu
Arjun is set to conclude filming for ‘Pushpa 2’
shortly, transitioning directly into preparations
for Atlee’s upcoming venture. Meanwhile,
Samantha is preparing for the release of Raj &
DK’S ‘Honey Bunny’ alongside Varun
Dhawan.Samantha had previously announced
that she was suffering from Myositis and was
taking a break to get treatment. Recently, the
actress opened up about her decision to not work
for a year.She told Femina in an interview, “It
was the best decision because there’s no way I
would have been able to continue working.

Ali Abbas Zafar Opens Up

On Salman Khan’s Message

For Bade Miyan Chote
Miyan: ‘He Just Added...

li Abbas Zafar is gearing up for his next
directorial Bade Miyan Chote Miyan
which is releasing on April 10. The film
stars Akshay Kumar and Tiger Shroff in the
lead roles. Well, recently the makers released
the trailer and it was appreciated by everyone.
But it was Salman Khan’s praise that grabbed
everyone’s attention. In an exclusive interview
with Times of India, Ali Abbas Zafar opened up
on the same and said that his message has just
added more pressure.Ali Abbas Zafar, who has
worked with Salman Khan in Sultan, Tiger
Zinda Hai and Bharat, said, “He just added to
the pressure !!! ( laughs). I like making films
for the big screen. BMCM is a big Eid release,
so there is pressure of box office numbers. But
there is a vision to the script, and the cast, crew
and all producers have come together to make
itareality. And now when we see it, we feel we
have something very special on our hands. I
don’t even remember which was the last film
you could go and watch with your kids .. it is
designed for community viewing. It has been
six years since I’ve not made a film for the big
screen, but wth this one, I’'m feeling very very
happy.”alman has reacted to the trailer on his
Instagram handle and wrote, “‘Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan’, akki n tiger best of luck for the
movie yeh bohut badi hit hogi . Loved the
trailer and Ali u need to break tiger n sultan ka
record with this one. Umeed hai ke Hindustan
ko aap aur aap ko Hindustan Eidi dengein...”
In the same interview, he even praised Akshay
and Tiger for their work ethics. Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan also stars Sonakshi Sinha,
Manushi Chhillar, Alaya F and South superstar
Prithviraj in key roles.The trailer of Bade
Miyan Chote Miyan began with a glimpse of a
terrorist attack on India’s military personnel.
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