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Prioritise
humanitarian concerns

Areport in The Tribune (March 30) gave an account
of two Pakistani boys who are languishing in the
Faridkot Observation Home for convicted
juveniles and undertrials. The boys had ‘strayed’
into Indian territory in the Tarn Taran area on
August 31, 2022. They were acquitted by the
Juvenile Justice Board onJuly 18, 2023. There
was no indication of the action taken by the board
or the Punjab authorities to ensure their early
repatriation to their home country.According to
the report, Justice NS Shekhawat of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court inspected the
observation home in January this year. He found
the boys’ presence unwarranted and asked the
authorities to make arrangements to send them
back to Pakistan. They were taken to the Attari
border on March 29, but Pakistani immigration
officials declined to accept them because they did
not have any directions from their authorities. The
report stated that the Faridkot District and
Sessions Judge had taken up the matter with the
Ministry of External Affairs so that the juveniles
could be sent home.
have given a detailed account of this report as it
vividly illustrates the fate of Indians and
Pakistanis who inadvertently enter the other
country’s territory. There were times, especially
when the bilateral relationship was going through
a less hostile phase, when the Border Security
Force and Pakistani Rangers, after ascertaining
that the persons concerned had mistakenly
strayed, informally handed them over to the other
side. The officials on the ‘other side’ questioned
them, and if they were satisfied with their bona
fides, they allowed them to cross over and go to
their homes.Once the border crossers are handed
over to the police, the immigration laws are
invoked and they are prosecuted and sentenced to
imprisonment. This results in their spending
many years in jail. That is sad for inadvertent
border crossers. What is worse, they are
compelled to spend time in custody even after
they have served their sentences, or, as in this
case, the Juvenile Justice Board has ordered that
they be repatriated. Their cases are not given
priority by the respective foreign ministries or
other authorities. They simply become victims of
the India-Pakistan relationship, which in such
cases follows the time-honoured tradition of
organising collective exchanges from time to
time.The fate of fishermen, civilian prisoners and
inadvertent border crossers is part of what in the
India-Pakistan diplomatic lexicon is considered
to be a humanitarian issue. Other matters within
this rubric pertain to Indians and Pakistanis who
wish to visit the other country for religious
reasons or to meet relatives. Another issue is the
intention of some Pakistanis to travel to India for
medical treatment. The absence of effective
diplomatic ties between the two countries since
Pakistan’s irrational response to the constitutional
changes in Jammu and Kashmir in August 2019
has adversely impacted these humanitarian
issues. The only partial exception has been the
visit of Sikh jathas to Pakistan on religious
occasions.The entire gamut of the India-Pakistan
bilateral ties covers issues relating to (i)
cooperation, such as in trade and commerce; (ii)
addressing contentious matters such as Sir Creek,
terrorism and J&K; and (iii) humanitarian
concerns. When the bilateral relations were
revived in early 1997 after a hiatus of over four
years, the Pakistanis insisted that all issues should
be addressed in an integrated manner. At that
stage, Pakistan thought that India was interested
in focusing on commercial and economic
cooperation instead of resolving outstanding
issues because ifa strong pro-bilateral trade lobby
developed in Pakistan, it would exert pressure on
the establishment to put contentious issues,
including J&K, on the back burner. Amidst this
dichotomy, the political and diplomatic
authorities did not give the attention to
humanitarian issues that they deserved.
Consequently, delays in releasing fishermen and
civilian prisoners were overlooked. Sometimes,
though, the courts in both countries have acted
positively to help the victims.This writer has had
experience of dealing with India-Pakistan matters
during his diplomatic career.

India reaffirms commi

EEXTERNAL Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
reaffirmed India’s partnership with the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) with recent visits to
Singapore, the Philippines and Malaysia. Within the past
year or so, he has interacted with his counterparts from
most ASEAN nations. He met Thailand’s Foreign
Minister (FM) Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara in February
at the 10th India-Thailand Joint Commission meeting in
India. He had visited Indonesia for the ASEAN and the
East Asia Summit ministerial last July, where he met the
FMs of Indonesia, Laos and Malaysia. He followed it up
with a visit to Thailand, which featured a ministerial
meeting of the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation. He visited
Vietnam in October, while the King of Cambodia was in
India in May last year.As India’s coordinator with
ASEAN, Singapore is vigorously promoting the
relationship. Singapore remains the largest conduit for
ASEAN-India investments. With Malaysia, the
relationship is back on an even keel after then Foreign
Minister Zambry Abdul Kadir visited India in November
last year. With Jaishankar’s recent visit, the two nations
are particularly looking to consolidate the economic
partnership. Malaysia will chair ASEAN next year.

The India-Philippines ties are on the upswing during the
tenure of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. The
Philippines’ Secretary for Foreign Affairs Enrique
Manalo visited India last June. The strategic coherence
and defence cooperation with the Philippines are now
perhaps the best among all ASEAN nations. The
Philippines is the first ASEAN country to which India
exported BrahMos missiles. It is also exploring other
avenues for purchases from India. It will be the country
coordinator for India-ASEAN later this year.

The context of these visits is the consolidation of the
bilateral engagement with the countries that will chair
ASEAN and coordinate the India-ASEAN partnership.

Singapore, India’s major economic interface with
ASEAN, leads the digital interaction. Singapore FM
Vivian Balakrishnan said during the India-ASEAN
meeting in June 2022 that ASEAN looked to India for
public health support, food security and digital interface.

Singapore, which has already signed an agreement for
linkage with the UPI, is leading the ASEAN unified
interface for digital payments with which India could be
associated. With Singapore being a major source of
ASEAN investment in India, New Delhi is looking
forward to the next stage of supply-chain building.

During Mahathir Mohamad’s rule, Malaysia cocked a
snook at India, cosying up to Pakistan and Turkey and
trying to rile New Delhi with statements on Jammu and
Kashmir. The new government, which is more
pragmatic, is engaging India positively. During his visit
to Kuala Lumpur, the EAM met CEOs and spoke about
the next level of business and entrepreneurial
engagement for which India would be prepared.

WEEKS after Prime Minister Narendra Modi
dedicated the strategically important Sela
tunnel to the nation, China has released a list
of 30 ‘standardised’ names of places in the
Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh. This is the
fourth such list issued by the Chinese
Ministry of Civil Affairs in the past seven
years. Beijing claims that Zangnan — the
Chinese name for Arunachal — is part of
south Tibet. India has repeatedly rejected the
assertions, with External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar saying that these were ludicrous
to begin with and remain ludicrous today.

China had reacted sharply to the opening of the
tunnel, which will provide all-weather
connectivity to Arunachal’s Tawang and is
expected to facilitate faster movement of
troops in the frontier region. Lodging a
diplomatic protest, Beijing had said that India’s move
would ‘only complicate’ the boundary issue. The Dragon

Let’s value the ethos of

ment to boosting ties with ASEAN

India is being more vocal in its support for the Philippines’ sovereignty and integrity, while being ready to provide defence equipment that Manila requires for its protection.

ANOUL g

Malaysia will have a campus of IIT-Kharagpur, showing The recent visits come months after the 20th India-

that India-Malaysia-ASEAN science & technology and
human resource development cooperation is progressing
apace.Jaishankar’s visit to the Philippines coincided
with the arrival of an Indian Coast Guard ship, Samudra
Paheredar, at Manila Bay. New Delhi’s trade with
Manila has finally hit the $3-billion mark, still among the
lowest for large ASEAN countries. There are efforts by
the Philippines to woo Indian companies into investing
and pursuing contracts. The Philippines is challenged on
a daily basis by the Chinese coast guard, while it tries to
service outposts on islands. The strength of the
Philippine coast guard is inadequate to push the Chinese
out. The Philippines strengthened its relationship with
Japan and the US to augment its old bases, obtain more
equipment and engage with them as part of its overall
regional policy.

The northernmost Philippine bases, which the US runs,

could be an asset in case of a Taiwan crisis. Tokyo has
made Manila the test case for its new official security
assistance and providing equipment to the Philippines.
Australia and the Philippines also have a vibrant
relationship.India has openly said that it supports the
2016 arbitral award in favour of the Philippines.
Jaishankar did not mince words while talking about the
validity of the UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea) and the sanctity of a free and open
Indo-Pacific, which would legally protect the
Philippines from Chinese aggression. India is being
more vocal in its support for the Philippines’ sovereignty
and integrity, while being ready to provide defence
equipment that Manila requires for its protection.

China’s name game

No let-up in Beijing’s designs on Arunachal

was also left fuming when the US reaffirmed Arunachal as
Indian territory and opposed any “unilateral attempts’ by
China to advance its territorial claims across the Line of

libertarian education

ASEAN summit held last September in Jakarta, where
PM Modi enunciated a 12-point programme for
enhancing the India-ASEAN partnership. Now, New
Delhi is pursuing individual ASEAN member states to
implement parts of the programme in which they are
interested.Besides, Singapore has already announced its
support for the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative, which the
Philippines is also keen on. Malaysia remains
circumspect because of tensions in the South China Sea,
whereas the Philippines is outspoken about the problems
caused by China. Brunei and Malaysia follow a policy of
not challenging China openly. Therefore, in the case of
Malaysia, the Chinese shadow does not really come up
like it does for the Philippines.In the case of Singapore,
there is greater realisation that putting all its eggs in the
Chinese basket will not work. India is moving forward
rapidly on several counts. ASEAN in general and
Singapore in particular need the Indian market for
further growth.Besides the programme agreed upon with
ASEAN, there is also a joint statement on maritime and
food security. Apart from the aspect of maritime security,
an exception has been made to India’s ban on the export
of rice to provide the Philippines with emergency rice
supplies. Similar exceptions were made for Singapore,
Malaysia and Indonesia earlier.India is clearly rising to
the challenge that China presents in the region and is
offering steady support. The framework agreements
with ASEAN are in place, including a joint statement on
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. Now, efforts to scale up
the partnership with like-minded countries are receiving
apositive response.

Actual Control (LAC).

Ironically, the latest provocation comes
on the heels of the 29th meeting of the
Working Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs. Both sides had stated
that there was an in-depth exchange of
views on how to achieve ‘complete
disengagement’ and resolve the
remaining issues along the LAC. It’s
obvious that China is keeping up the
fagade of dialogue and communication
while maintaining its intransigent
position. While it is imperative for both
nations to remain in regular contact
through diplomatic and military
channels, India cannot afford to let its
guard down in view of the Chinese

duplicity. New Delhi needs to be more vigilant to

safeguard peace and tranquillity in the border areas.

Every year, we are compelling thousands of youngsters to believe that they are good for nothing since they cannot crack the much-hyped tests.

“‘OR quite some time, | have been witnessing the
transformation of a young student I am deeply
attached to. There was a time when he was playful.
From cycling to football, or from reading good
literature to writing reflexive essays and short
stories — he was filled with abundant creative
energy. However, these days, it seems, he remains
perpetually tense, fearful and discontented. He
recently appeared in the Class XII board
examinations. Yet, there is no relief. He is worried
because he could not answer a five-mark question in
the physics paper. He is worried because he is not
very sure whether he would be able to get at least 97
per cent marks in the exam. And moreover, the
anxiety over a series of standardised tests — JEE,
NEET, CUET — he has to confront to prove his
‘worth’ seems to have taken away his laughter, his
lightness, his sleep and his life energy.

Jowever, this is not just his story. If you move around,
converse with young students and listen to the tales
of their everyday struggle — from schools to
coaching centres — you are bound to feel that a toxic
culture of education is destroying our children,
robbing them of their joy and curiosity, and creating
arestless/unhappy generation.

Why do I say that what this generation is receiving in
the name of education is toxic? There are four
reasons. First, the excessive importance it attaches
to tests and exams diminishes the joy of learning.
While a meaningful culture of engaged learning
demands a reasonably relaxed social and pedagogic
environment for self-exploration and inner growth
on the basis of one’s unique aptitude and skills, the
reckless pressure to judge, rank and quantify one’s
‘knowledge’ of physics, mathematics or English

through the never-ending cycle of
weekly/monthly/yearly tests, or the
chain of hugely problematic
standardised tests disturbs the rhythm of
learning, and causes stress, fear and |
chronic mental agony. Second, it
disturbs the rhythm of social
connectivity and the spirit of
collaborative and dialogic learning.
Instead, the virus of hyper- B
competitiveness and associated traits of &
envy, loneliness and selfishness pollute
the mental landscape of young students.
Because of this culture of education, it
becomes exceedingly difficult for our
children to learn the civic virtues that a
healthy/democratic society needs to
sustain itself — humility, empathy and

the art of collective elevation through dialogue,
cooperation and the ethic of care. Third, as it is
obsessed with ‘success stories’ (imagine the instant
‘stardom’ that transforms the ‘toppers’ of board
exams or much-hyped tests like NEET and JEE into
some sort of mythological figures), it invariably
manufactures the tales of ‘failures’ amid these
shining ‘stars’.

Yes, every year, we are compelling thousands of
youngsters to believe that they are good for nothing
since they cannot crack these tests, and thereby
incapable of becoming doctors and engineers; we
are forcing them to live with stigma, low self-
esteem, wounded selves and suicidal tendencies.
And fourth, this culture of education is toxic because
it is one-dimensional. As purely instrumental
reasoning is celebrated, and a high-paid job in the

techno-corporate empire tends to become the only
purpose of being ‘educated’ and ‘meritorious’, what
we witness is the systematic erosion of the dignity of
other forms of work. Furthermore, it devalues the
ethos of humanistic education. Possibly,
policymakers and academic managers who run the
show are planning to nurture a generation
specialised in, for example, robotics and artificial
intelligence, but utterly indifferent to the treasure of
great poetry, literature and spiritual/philosophic
texts that seeks to awaken our souls, and take us
from darkness to light, or from egotism to altruism.
Indeed, here is a generation technically skilled but
morally impoverished. This is the ultimate irony.

I am not very sure whether it will ever be possible to
save our children from this toxic culture. Yet, with
the ‘optimism of the will’, we — as teachers and

parents — need to raise our voice and create a
new discourse on education. It is important for
those who still love the vocation of teaching to
assert the importance of libertarian education
or the ethos of a democratic classroom. Unless
we as teachers stand up, work on ourselves,
play the role of self-confident/awakened
educators and public intellectuals — neither
cogs in a bureaucratic machine nor passive
followers of the policies formulated by a set of
techno-managers and corporate elites who are
completely detached from the world of
children or the dynamics of teaching as well as
learning — and initiate a movement for saving
education, there is no hope. Likewise, it is
important on the part of the parents to realise
and appreciate the fact that every child is
unique, and there is no uniform, measurable
and standardised notion of ‘merit’ or ‘intelligence’.
There is nothing unnatural if your child does not like
science; it is not her fault if she hates tests like the
‘Mathematics Olympiad’. An empathic
understanding of her inner world might enable you
to realise that she is possibly endowed with yet
another kind of talent or merit — say, in painting,
music, farming, or even social work. When do we
realise that there are moral limits of markets, and
there is nothing wrong if our children remain happy
even in relatively low-paid jobs which are in tune
with their unique aptitude?

Nothing is more tragic in life than to lose one’s unique
talent and aptitude in the name of treading the path
followed by ‘successful’ students in the neurotic rat
race that the toxic culture of education has
normalised.
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Gold, silver price : Precious
metals record hike on MCX

New Delhi . Both gold and silver prices recorded a hike
on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Wednesday, April 3, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on
June 5, 2024, stood at Rs 69,379 per 10 grams on the
MCX, after recording a jump of Rs 451 or 0.65 per cent.
The previous close was recorded at Rs 68,928.

Meanwhile, silver futures, maturing on May 3, 2024,
witnessed a hike of Rs 926 or 1.20 per cent and were
retailing at Rs 77,962 per kg on the MCX against the
previous close of Rs 77,036.The gold and silver prices
in India depend on several factors, including the value
of the rupee against the dollar. Global demand also
plays a key role in determining the trends observed in
the rate of precious metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN
MARKET

Gold scaled yet another record peak on Tuesday as
traders snapped up the safe haven asset amid growing
Middle East tensions, largely ignoring a stronger dollar
and tempered bets for U.S. rate cuts, news agency
Reuters reported. According to the latest metal report,
spot gold was up by 0.8 per cent at $2,268.44 per ounce
by 1807 GMT, while, U.S. gold futures rose 1.1 per
centat $2,181.8 per ounce.

Epigral uveils India's largest
PVC factory in Dahej, Gujarat

New Delhi. Epigral Limited, an integrated chemical
manufacturer, has announced the commissioning of an
additional 45,000 Tonnes Per Annum (TPA) capacity of
Chlorinated Polyvinyl Chloride (CPVC) resin plant at
its Dahej facility in Gujarat. With this expansion,
Epigral's total CPVC resin capacity has reached 75,000
TPA, making it the world's largest CPVC resin facility at
a single location, according to the company. The
company's shares rose 3% on the news.CPVC resin and
compound are components used in the manufacturing of
CPVC pipes and fittings, known for their heat and
chemical resistance properties, making them suitable
for various applications. India's CPVC demand is
approximately 2,50,000 TPA and is growing, with an
annual growth expected to range between 10% and
13%.The expansion is aimed at meeting the growing
demand for CPVCresins in India and globally.

In addition to the CPVC resin capacity expansion, Epigral
is also venturing into CPVC compound production,
with a projected capacity of 35,000 TPA. The project is
currently under progress and is expected to be
commissioned in the first quarter of the financial year
2025. The CPVC compound market in India is
estimated to be around 100,000 to 150,000 TPA, with a
growth rate of 8-10% annually.

The CPVC market in India has been witnessing
significant growth in recent years, driven by the
increasing demand for high-performance piping
systems in various industries such as construction,
agriculture, and water management. The market is
expected to continue its growth trajectory, with a
projected CAGR of 10-12% over the next five years.

The key factors contributing to this growth include rapid
urbanization, government initiatives for infrastructure
development, and the growing awareness about the
benefits of CPVC pipes and fittings over traditional
materials.The company expects the increased capacity
to reduce India's reliance on CPVC imports and
strengthen the country's foreign exchange reserves.

Epigral manufacturs raw materials like chlorine available
within the plant itself.

INOX India wins patent for
new type of container for
ultra-cool fluids

New Delhi. In a significant development for the industrial
gases sector, INOX India Ltd has been granted a patent
by the Patents Office, Government of India for their
innovative method of suspending inner vessels in
Dewar type containers used for storing cryogenic
fluids. A dewar is an insulated container used for storing
cryogens and are mostly double-walled and vacuum-
insulated, like thermos flasks.

The patent, bearing the number 530403, is titled "A
method for suspending inner vessels of Dewar type
container to store cryogenic fluid".INOX India

INTERNATIONAL

INOXCVA

Limited, a leading manufacturer of cryogenic storage
and transport equipment, has been at the forefront of
developing cutting-edge solutions for the safe and
efficient storage of cryogenic fluids such as liquid
nitrogen, oxygen, and argon. These fluids, which are
stored at extremely low temperatures, require
specialized containers that can maintain their integrity
and insulation properties. The newly patented method is
expected to enhance the stability and safety of inner
vessels within Dewar type containers, which are
double-walled vacuum flasks used for storing and
transporting cryogenic liquids. By improving the
suspension system of the inner vessel, INOX India aims
to minimize the risk of damage during handling and
transportation, thereby increasing the overall efficiency
and reliability of the containers.

Industry experts believe that this patent could have
significant implications for various sectors that rely on
cryogenic fluids, including healthcare, food processing,
and industrial manufacturing. The improved design of
the Dewar type containers is likely to result in reduced
maintenance costs, extended product life, and enhanced
safety for personnel handling these containers.

INOX India Limited has a strong track record of
innovation in the field of cryogenic storage and
transportation. The company has previously developed
several proprietary technologies that have been widely
adopted by the industry.

‘This is my vision’: Nitin Gadkar
vows to get rid of petrol, dlesel cars

New Delhi ." The World Bank has projected

that the Indian economy will grow by 7.5%
in 2024.The World Bank had earlier
estimated a growth of 6.3%, but they have
revised it upwards to 7.5%.The overall
economic growth in South Asia, which
includes countries like India, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka is expected to be strong at 6.0%
in 2024. This growth is mainly driven by
the robust performance of India's economy
and the recoveries seen in Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, according to the latest report by the
World Bank."In India, which accounts for
the bulk of the region's economy, output
growth is expected to reach 7.5% in
FY23/24 before returning to 6.6% over the
medium term, with activity in services and
industry expected to remain robust," the
bank said in its report.The economy is
expected to grow by 5.7% in Bangladesh
in the fiscal year 2024/25. However, high
inflation and trade restrictions might limit
economic activity in the country.Pakistan's
economy is forecasted to grow by 2.3% in
the fiscal year 2024/25 after a contraction

in the previous year. This growth is
attributed to the improvement in
business confidence. Similarly, Sri
Lanka is expected to see a modest
recovery with an output growth of
2.5% in 2025.While the short-term
growth prospects for South Asia seem
promising, there are concerns
regarding fiscal stability and the
increasing impact of climate change
on the region. South Asia's growth
prospects remain bright in the short
run, but fragile fiscal positions and
increasing climate shocks are dark
clouds on the horizon. To make
growth more resilient, countries need
to adopt policies to boost private
investment and strengthen employment
growth," said Martin Raiser, World Bank
Vice President for South Asia.

"South Asia is failing right now to fully

capitalise on its demographic dividend.
This is a missed opportunity," said
Franziska Ohnsorge, World Bank Chief
Economist for South Asia.
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Economic activity in India performed better

than expected in the last quarter of 2023,
with a growth rate of 8.4% compared to the
previous year. This was supported by
increases in investment and government
spending. The Composite Purchasing
Managers Index (PMI) for India stood at
60.6 in February, indicating expansion in
economic activities. The report states that

inflation in India has stayed
within the Reserve Bank of
India's target range of 2-6%
since a spike in mid-2023. The
policy rate, which is the
interest rate set by the central
bank, has remained the same
since February 2023. It also
mentions that food prices have
been higher than usual, partly
because of a poor harvest
caused by El Nino.

Looking ahead, the World Bank
expects India's economic
growth to moderate slightly in
the fiscal year 2024/25 due to a
deceleration in investment.

However, growth in the services and

industry sectors is expected to remain
robust, supported by construction and real
estate activities. Over the medium term,
the fiscal deficit and government debt in
India are projected to decline, backed by
strong economic growth and government
efforts towards consolidation.

Mukesh Ambanirichest Indian on Forbes Sensex, Nifty open
billionaire list, Gautam Adani 2nd

New Delhi. Forbes has released its
latest 'World's Billionaires List',
which features 200 Indians, an
increase from 169 the previous
year.These Indians have a collective
wealth of $954 billion, marking a
41% increase from $675 billion
recorded in 2023.

Mukesh Ambani, the chairman of
Reliance Industries, tops the list of
the richest Indians with a net worth
of $116 billion. He is the ninth-
richest individual globally and holds
the title of being both India's and Asia's
richest person.Ambani's net worth
increased 39.76%, making him the first
Indian to feature in the $100 billion club.

Gautam Adani, the chairman of the Adani
Group, secures the second spot among
India's richest, with a net worth of $84
billion.Among the notable mentions is
Savitri Jindal, emerging as India's
richest woman with a net worth of $33.5
billion, ascending from her sixth
position last year to the fourth spot this
time around.The Forbes 2024 list also
introduces 25 new Indian billionaires,
including prominent figures like Naresh

In a win for

New Delhi. In a significant development
for the application of generative Al to
software engineering, HCL
Technologies (HCL Tech) today
announced an expanded alliance with
Google Cloud to enable 25,000 of its
engineers to use Google's Gemini
platform to write code, solve problems
and improve code quality."HCLTech
will now enhance the HCLTech Al
Force platform with Gemini’s advanced
code completion and summarization
capabilities, which will allow engineers
to generate code, remediate issues and
accelerate the delivery time and quality
of software projects for clients," it
said.HCL Tech will also use Gemini to
build Al-powered industry solutions for
clients out of its Cloud Native and Al
Labs.This marks a win for Google
Gemini, which is competing with rivals
such as ChatGPT to attract enterprise
users. Most of the top Al models claim
to be very good at coding, with several

Trehan, Ramesh Kunhikannan, and
Renuka Jagtiani, while some, like Byju
Raveendran and Rohiqa Mistry, have
seen their names drop off the list.

. The global standings are led by Bernard

Arnault and family, owning a net worth
of $233 billion, followed closely by
Elon Musk ($195 billion), Jeff Bezos
(8194 billion), Mark Zuckerberg ($177
billion), and Larry Ellison ($114
billion).India's elite top ten on the
Forbes World's Billionaires List 2024
features the likes Shiv Nadar, Dilip
Shanghvi, Cyrus Poonawalla, Kushal
Pal Singh, Kumar Birla, Radhakishan
Damani, and Lakshmi Mittal.

India’s richest people

Mukesh Ambani- net worth $116
billion

Gautam Adani- net worth $84 billion

Shiv Nadar- net worth $36.9 billion

Savitri Jindal- net worth $33.5 billion

Dilip Shanghvi- net worth $26.7
billion

Cyrus Poonawalla- net worth $21.3
billion

Kushal Pal Singh- net worth $20.9
billion

Kumar Birla - net worth $19.7 billion

Radhakishan Damani- net worth $17.6
billion

Lakshmi Mittal- net worth $16.4 billion

The latest 'Forbes World's Billionaires List
2024' reveals a remarkable increase in
billionaire numbers.

There are 2,781 billionaires globally,

marking an increase of 141 from the

previous year and surpassing the 2021

record by 26. Together, they hold a

combined net worth of $14.2 trillion, a

rise of $2 trillion from 2023 and $1.1

trillion higher than the previous record

setin2021.

Google, HCL engineers
to use Gemini for coding

claiming that they can generate better
and more efficient code than humans.

HCL Tech is home to nearly 2.25 lakh
employees, a large portion of whom deal
with code. While some of them write
code for new applications for clients,
many others are in charge of testing
code and troubleshooting it. While this
was entirely done using human brain
power for several years, over the last
couple of years, many of the
development and testing has been
moved to Al platforms. HCL itself had
recently launched a specialized "Al
Force" whose key strength was its
extensive use of generative Al
technologies.

GenAl and Coding

Generative Al refers to artificial
intelligence that can generate novel
content - such as text, images, audio and
video - based on patterns learned from
training data. Over the past year,
generative Al has rapidly advanced and

has been applied to many creative and
analytical tasks, from writing marketing
copy to analyzing financial data.One of
the most promising areas where
generative Al is being leveraged is
software engineering. Al systems
trained on vast repositories of code can
generate code snippets, autocomplete
programming statements, find and fix
bugs, explain code functionality, and
more. This can significantly speed up
development time, reduce errors and
tedious tasks for human programmers,
and improve software quality.Gen Al
allows users to auto-generate code
based on natural language prompts,
summarize code functionality, identify
optimizations, and remediate issues
faster. HCL Tech is not alone in tapping
the power of generative Al for software
development. Microsoft's GitHub
Copilot can auto-suggest code and
entire functions in real-time right from
the code editor.

lower as IT stocks fall

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices
opened lower on Wednesday, dragged by a drop
in financial and information technology (IT)
stocks.

This downward trend followed a similar pattern
seen in global markets, where stocks were also
falling. The concern arose after new data from the
US hinted that the Federal Reserve might delay
cutting interest rates.The S&P BSE Sensex
declined by 0.02% to 73,893, while the NSE
Nifty50 index remained almost unchanged at
22,451.6, as of 10:40 am.“Overnight fall in US
markets has triggered a sell-off in Asian equities
with Indian benchmarks also seen falling in early
trades. Rising US Treasury bond yields shall
cause investors to refrain from betting on
emerging stock markets like India after the 10-
year Treasury yield jumped to 4.40%, its highest
since last December, while the 2-year note offers
4.70%, not far below the year peak," said

Prashant Tapse, senior vice president of research
at Mehta Equities.The decline in Asian shares
mirrored the downward trend seen on Wall Street,
spurred by concerns over the US labour market
data and its potential impact on the timing of rate
cuts by the Federal Reserve.Eight out of the 13
major sectors experienced losses.

Consumer stocks witnessed a decline of 1.1%,
primarily due to worries surrounding earnings
growth 1n the sector. Notably, Nestle India and
Britannia Industries were among the top losers on
the Nifty50, with drops of 2.6% and 1.8%
respectively.Meanwhile, realty stocks, which had
seen a remarkable gain of 14.5% over the past
eight sessions, saw a decline of 1.25%. However,
Ultratech Cement managed to buck the trend,
rising by 1.5% to a nearly two-month high after
announcing a $3.89 billion capex plan.Shriram
Finance, the latest entrant to the Nifty50, saw a
rise of 3% and emerged as the top gainer on the
index following reports indicating Warburg
Pincus as a frontrunner in buying the company's
housing finance unit.Offsetting some of the
market's weakness was a 1% rise in the
heavyweight IT sector.Key constituents such as
TCS and HCLTech saw upgrades by CLSA to
"underperform" from "sell", citing the potential
for sequential earnings growth in the March
quarter.Infosys was maintained at "outperform"
by the brokerage.

Bharti Hexacom [PO: Check latest
subscription, GMP, brokerage views

Bharti Hexacom IPO opens for
subscription until April 5, 2024
Shares can he hought at Rs 542
to Rs 570, minimum 26 shares to

bid

Shares to be listed on BSE and
NSE, allotment expected by April
8,2024

New Delhi. The initial public offering

(IPO) of Bharti Hexacom Limited,
communication solutions provider,
opened for subscription on April 3,
2024.The IPO has been subscribed 0.05
times as of the latest update on its first
day. Investors have the chance to
subscribe until April 5.

Specifically, the retail categor has seen 0.21

times subscription, while there has been
no subscription from Qualified
Institutional Buyers (QIB) and 0.06 times

subscription from Non-
Institutional Investors
(NII).Investors can buy these
shares at a price range of Rs 542
to Rs 570 per share. They need
to bid for at least 26 shares and
in multiples of 26 shares
thereafter. The shares of Bharti
Hexacom will be listed on the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
and the National Stock
Exchange (NSE). The allotment
of shares is expected by April §,
2024, and will list on April 12,
2024.SBI Capital Markets
Limited, Axis Capital Limited,
a  BOB Capital Markets Limited,

the shares is expected to be Rs 622, which

to peers."We believe, there
will be continued
improvement in the operating
& financial performance of the
company in the medium-term.
At higher price band, BHL is
demanding an EV/TTM sales
multiple of 5.4x, which is at
discount to peer average of
6.5x. in-line to the peer
average of 3.9x. Thus,
| considering the above
observations, we are assigning
a "SUBSCRIBE" rating for
the issue," said Choice
Broking in its report.
Established in 1995, Bharti

ICICI Securities Limited, and IIFL
Securities Limited are managing the IPO
as book running lead managers, while
Kfin Technologies Limited is the registrar
for the issue.

Latest GMP for Bharti Hexacom
The Grey Market Premium (GMP) for

Bharti Hexacom's IPO stands at Rs 52, as
of April 3,2024.

Based on this, the estimated listing price for

18 9.12% higher than the upper price band
of Rs 570.Should you subscribe Bharti
Hexacom IPO?

Choice Broking has recommended

subscribing to the IPO, citing the growth
potential in the telecommunications
sector, particularly in the regions Bharti
Hexacom operates. They also highlighted
the company's improved financial
performance and its valuation compared

Hexacom offers fixed-line telephone and
broadband services mainly in Rajasthan
and the North East telecom circles. As of
December 31, 2023, the company has
invested Rs 206 billion in digital
infrastructure and serves a customer base
of27.1 million across 486 census towns.

The market capitalisation of Bharti

Hexacom was Rs 28,500 crore as of
December31,2023.
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Rohini Acharya launches poll campaign from
Saran, BJP dubs her 'Singaporean Bahu'

Rohini Acharya Kkicked off her political campaign in Saran on Tuesday, aiming to challenge sitting MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy, amid
criticism from the BJP which called her the daughter—m -law of Slngapore.

Patna. Rohini Acharya, daughter of Bihar's
former Chief Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav,
kickstarted her election campaign and a
series of roadshows from Saran on Tuesday.
Technically raw to politics, despite being
active on social media, Rohini is set to be
pitted against sitting MP and former union
minister Rajiv Pratap Rudy, who was first
elected to the Bihar legislative assembly
back in 1990, at the age of 28, on a Janata
Dal ticket.

Acharya, who arrived at Pahleza Ghat in
Sonepur, was greeted by a large number of
party supporters as she stepped in Saran and
headed to the village of Dumri Bujurg.

"I am overwhelmed with the love and
blessings I am receiving from the people of
Saran. The way electors here are treating
me is unbelievable. It's like a daughter has
come to her home. I feel blessed. This

said.

Tiwari,

Gangster, cop die in
encounter near hospi’rul in
Jummu & Kushmlr S Ku’rhuu

father and now it is going to be mine,

Meanwhile, the BJP was quick in its scathing
attack over Rohini's election campaign, as
Bihar's Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Kumar
Sinha said Rohini was the 'bahu’ (daughter-
in-law) of Singapore and is no longer a beti
(daughter) of Bihar.

He further said, "She's serving people out
there in Singapore and must seek votes
there. The people of Bihar will decide
whom to go with -the one who is committed
to Bihar or the one who will work in
Singapore."

In response, RID spokesperson, Mrityunjay
accused the BJP of being
apprehensive of the thump of Rohini's
roadshow in Saran.Tiwari said the BJP is
already on the back foot due to which it is
resorting to a slander campaign.

(Saran) has been the 'karmbhoomi' of my ROHINIACHARYA SPEAKSTOAAJTAK

" she Inan exclusive interview with Aaj Tak, India
Today's sister channel, Rohini Acharya
seemed confident of the support ushered in
by the locals in Saran."You are witnessing
the level of support yourself. I'm
overwhelmed by the endless love, affection
and support of my people in Saran,"
Acharyasaid.

On a question of Sinha's charges, she claimed
that she would get the love and affection of
the 'bahus' and 'betis' of Saran.

WHY ROHINIACHARYA CHOSE SARAN
FOR ELECTORALDEBUT

Saran was once represented by RJD supremo
Lalu Prasad Yadav, as a Member of
Parliament. Lalu won the 2009 Lok Sabha
polls from Saran, thereby defeating Rajiv
Rudy, by a clear margin of over 51,000.

Later, in 2014, Rudy defeated Lalu Yadav's
wife and former Chief Minister, Rabri
Devi, by over 40,000 votes.
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'Bad habits"; Jaishankar on foreign
interference in India' s internal affairs

Ahmedabad. In a stern warning to
the international community on
Tuesday, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar cautioned
against unwarranted political
commentary on India's internal
matters, stressing that any such
interference would be met with a
"very strong reply"

Jaishankar's remarks came in the
wake of recent statements by

New Delhi. A gangster was shot dead during an
encounter with police in Jammu and Kashmir's
Kathua late on Tuesday. A police official, who also
received head injuries during the gunfight,
succumbed to his injuries during treatment.The
incident happened at nearly 10.30 pm near
Government Medical College (GMC) Hospital. The
deceased cop was identified as probationary Sub-
Inspector Deepak Sharma. A special police officer
was also injured in the encounter. Acting on a tip-off, a
team of officials chased gangster Vasudev, a key
accused in a murder case registered at Ramgarh police
station, which led to an exchange of fire near the
hospital, a police spokesperson told news agency
.Vasudev was killed in the encounter while one of his
associates was injured.

Madhya Pradesh woman, who
faked own kidnapping from
Kota, traced in Indore

New Delhi. A 21-year-old woman from Madhya Pradesh,
who allegedly faked her own kidnapping from Kota in
Rajasthan, was traced by the police in Indore. The
woman, along with her friend, had faked their
abduction to get money for travelling abroad.

The two were missing for more than a fortnight and police
in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan were looking for
them.Speaking to news agency ANI, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Crime Branch) Rajesh
Dandotia said, "We have traced Kavya and her friend
Harshit (21) in the city. The duo had rented a room in the
Devguradia area in Indore, he said, adding, that the
Kota Police will take further action in the matter.

The woman, who was enrolled at a coaching centre in
Kota, faked her abduction and demanded Rs 30 lakh
from her parents so that she could flee to a foreign
location.The woman was accompanied by her mother
to a hostel in Kota, where she was to attend coaching
classes. Police told that Kavya spent just three days at
the hostel and later travelled to Indore with one of her
friends, who too wanted to travel abroad.

/, including 2 children,
suffocate after fire at shop
in Maharashtra town

New Delhi. At least seven people were suffocated after
a fire broke out in a tailoring shop in Maharashtra's
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar city. The incident was
reported early Wednesday morning.The victims
included three women, two men and two children.

According to news agency , the fire broke out at nearly
4 am in the shop located at Dana Bazar in the

Cantonment area. A

video shared by news

agency ANI showed a

team of police and fire

officials at the spot.

The tailoring shop

and other commercial

establishments were

located on the ground

floor of the building
while people were residing on the upper
floor.Commenting on the incident, Police
Commissioner Manoj Lohiya told PTI that, "The
shop suddenly caught fire at around 4 am. The police
came to know about the incidentat4.15 am."

"Following the fire, smoke entered the first floor where
a family was residing above the shop. Seven
casualties have occurred due to suffocation," he said.

The cause of the fire was yet to be ascertained.

envoys from the US, Germany,

and the UN regarding the arrest of
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
by the Enforcement Directorate. India
has vehemently protested these
statements.

"Somebody asked a person from the UN
(about Kejriwal's arrest), and he gave
some reply. But in other cases, [ would
say very frankly these are old habits,
these are bad habits," Jaishankar told
reporters in Ahmedabad on Tuesday.

The Minister emphasised the importance
of respecting the sovereignty of
nations and refraining from meddling
in each other's domestic affairs.

"There is a certain 'maryada’ (restraint)
among countries. We are sovereign

countries, we should not be interfering
in each other's internal affairs, we
should not be passing comments about
each other's politics," he added. There
are certain etiquette, conventions and
practices which must be followed in
international relations, Jaishankar said,
adding that if a foreign country
comments on India's politics, "they
will geta very strong reply from us, and
that is what has happened."

...we sincerely urge all the countries in
the world that by all means you have
your views about the world, but no
country has the right to comment on
another country's politics, especially in
situations like this," Jaishankar said.
The External Affairs Ministry last week

had summoned a senior American
diplomat to protest against the US
State Department's call for a fair legal
process for the arrested Delhi Chief
Minister.

A similar protest was lodged with
Germany.

The External Affairs Ministry had

issued a strong statement, saying that
in diplomacy, countries are expected
to be respectful of the sovereignty and
internal affairs of others. "This
responsibility is even more so in case
of fellow democracies. It could
otherwise end up setting unhealthy
precedents".During his interaction
with the media in Ahmedabad,
Jaishankar also condemned China's
actions in renaming places in
Arunachal Pradesh as "senseless",
reiterating that the northeastern state is
an integral part of India. In response to
China's release of a fourth list of new
names for locations in Arunachal
Pradesh, Jaishankar reaffirmed India's
unwavering stance on the region,
emphasising that Arunachal Pradesh
has always been and will remain an
integral part of India.

Delhi Minister Atishi gets defamation notice
for ‘join BJP or face jail’ claim

New Delhi.The BJP has sent a
defamation notice to Delhi
Minister Atishi following her
claim that she had been
approached to join the party or
face arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate within a month.

Delhi BJP spokesperson Parveen
Shankar Kapoor sent the legal
notice to Atishi and demanded a
public apology from her after she
alleged that the ruling party had
threatened her with arrest and had
approached her to switch allegiance.

"The BJP has approached me through
someone very close. They have asked
me to join the BJP and said this will
save my political career. They have
threatened that if I don't switch over,
ED (Enforcement Directorate) will
arrest me within a month," Atishi told

the media previously.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
further claimed that she, along with
party colleagues Saurabh Bharadwaj,
Raghav Chadha, and Durgesh Pathak,
were targeted by the BJP. She alleged
that the ED would conduct raids at her
residence and those of her relatives,
before arresting her.

"The BJP's plan is to arrest four
more AAP leaders in the next two
months. They will arrest me,
Saurabh Bharadwaj, Durgesh
Pathak, and Raghav Chadha,"
Atishi charged.

The BJP dismissed Atishi's
allegations as "baseless." Delhi
BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva
refuted the accusations, labelling
Atishi's statements as
falsehoods. He suggested that
AAP was embroiled in an
internal conflict after top leaders were
arrested in the liquor policy case.

"The entire Aam Aadmi Party was
involved in the 'liquor scam' and its
leaders were fighting among
themselves over the apprehension
about who would be the next
'sacrificial lamb'," Sachdeva claimed.

Sushil Modi says 'fighting cancer for 6
months, won't be able to contest polls'

b\

New Delhi. BJP MP Sushil Modi on Wednesday
said he won't be able to contest the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections as he has been "fighting with
cancer for the past six months". The BJP leader
said he even informed Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of the development. In a tweet in Hindi, the
72-year-old former Deputy Chief Minister of
Bihar also said he made the announcement of his
diagnosis since he felt that "the time had come to
tell people".

The Rajya Sabha MP also said that he would always
remain grateful to the country, Bihar and the
party. Reacting to Sushil Modi's announcement,
BJP leader and party MP Ravi Shankar Prasad
said he was "deeply pained".

"I'wish him speedy recovery," he added.

Sushil Modi served as the Deputy Chief Minister of
Bihar from July 2017 to November 2020.

In December 2020, he was elected unopposed to the
Rajya Sabha from Bihar to fill the vacant seat
after Lok Janshakti Party supremo Ram Vilas
Paswan died in October 2020 due to prolonged

Late Jayalalithaa, Karunanidhi " Campaign"
For Polls Amid Deepfake Surge

New Delhi.Death has not extinguished the decades-
long rivalry between two Indian leaders: both have
now seemingly risen from the grave, in digital form,
to rally their supporters ahead of national elections.

Political parties are harnessing powerful artificial
intelligence tools to make deepfakes, reproducing
famous faces and voices in ways that often appear
authentic. Both the government and campaigners
have warned that the spread of such tools is a
dangerous and growing threat to the integrity of
elections in India. With a marathon six-week
general election starting on April 19, so-called
"ghost appearances" -- the use of dead leaders in
videos -- have become a popular mode of
campaigning in the southern Tamil Nadu state.

Actress turned politician J Jayalalithaa died in 2016,
but she has been featured in a voice message deeply
critical of the state's current governing party, once
led by arch-rival M Karunanidhi. "We have a
corrupt and useless state government," her digital
avatar says. "Stand by me... we are for the
people."Karunanidhi died in 2018 but has appeared
in Al-generated videos -- clad in his trademark black
sunglasses -- showering praise on his son MK
Stalin, the state's current chief minister.

Who is PM Modi's alternative? This is
what Shashi Tharoor has to say

Veteran Congress leader Shashi Tharoor, in a post on X, said that a journalist had recently asked him to identify
an individual who is the alternative to PM Modi.

New

Delhi. Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Wednesday
said the question of an
alternative to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was
"irrelevant" in the
parliamentary system and
protecting "our democracy and
diversity" should come first.
Tharoor, who has been re-
nominated by the Congress
from Thiruvananthapuram,
said the voters do not elect an
individual, but a party or
coalition of parties. In a post
on X, Tharoor said recently a
journalist had asked him to
identify an individual who is
the alternative to PM Modi.

"The question is irrelevant in the

parliamentary system. We are
not electing an individual (as
in a presidential system), but a
party, or coalition of parties,

that represents a set of

principles and convictions that
are invaluable to preserve
India's diversity, pluralism and
inclusive growth," the veteran
Congress MP said.

Tharoor said the alternative to
"group of

Modi was a
experienced, capable and
diverse leaders" who would be
responsive to people's
problems and not "driven by
ego".

"Which specific person they will
choose to be Prime Minister is
a secondary consideration.

Protecting our democracy and
diversity comes first," he
further said.

With the Lok Sabha election just
days away, PM Modi is eyeing
arecord third consecutive term
in office. The BJP is locked in
direct competition with the
IN.D.LA bloc (a political
alliance of 26 opposition
parties).

Tharoor, a three-time MP from
Kerala's Thiruvananthapuram,
is pitted against BJP leader and
Union Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar and Left front
candidate Pannyan
Ravindran. Thiruvananthapura
m votes in the second phase of
Lok Sabha polls, on April 26.
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Joe Biden condemns Israeli air

strike killing aid workers in Gaza

Washington US President Joe Biden said on Tuesday he
was "outraged and heartbroken" by an Israeli airstrike
in Gaza that killed seven people working for World
Central Kitchen (WCK) and he called on Israel to do
more to protect aid workers.Israel's investigation of the
incident "must be swift, it must bring accountability,
and its findings must be made public," Biden said in a
statement.Even more tragically, this is not a stand-
alone incident," he said. "This conflict has been one of
the worst in recent memory in terms of how many aid
workers have been killed."The strike on the WCK
convoy killed citizens of Australia, Britain and Poland
as well as Palestinians and a dual citizen of the US and
Canada. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said earlier that the strike was tragic and unintended,
and the Israeli military pledged an independent inquiry.

Biden said Israel has not done enough to protect aid
workers or civilians in Gaza."The United States has
repeatedly urged Israel to deconflict their military
operations against Hamas with humanitarian
operations, in order to avoid civilian casualties," he
said.Biden said he will continue to press Israel to do
more to get aid into Gaza. He said a US team in Cairo is
working to secure a ceasefire as part of a hostage deal.

Biden said he spoke with WCK founder Jose Andres to
convey his condolences and express his support for the
group's "relentless and heroic efforts to get food to
hungry people around the globe."

Biden says aid staff 'must be
protected’ after deadly Israel
strike: White House

WASHINGTON. US President Joe Biden insisted aid
workers be protected as he called the chef whose
humanitarian non-profit lost seven employees in an
Israeli strike in Gaza, the White House said Tuesday.

The White House added that it was "outraged" by the
strike on employees of World Central Kitchen, which
was founded by Spanish-American celebrity chef Jose
Andres.The president called chef Jose Andres to
express that he's heartbroken by this news of the
airstrike that killed seven aid workers, and to express
and share his deepest condolences," Press Secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said."The president conveyed he
will make clear to Israel that humanitarian aid workers
must be protected," she told a briefing.Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said earlier that his
country's military had "unintentionally" killed the aid
workers, who included Australian, British, Palestinian,
Polish and US-Canadian nationals."We were outraged
to learn" of the strike, White House National Security
Council spokesman John Kirby told the briefing later.

The United States now awaited the results of an Israeli
investigation into the killings, said Kirby, adding that
he expected it to be completed within days rather than
weeks.Kirby said they would wait for the findings,
when asked whether Washington accepted Netanyahu's
explanation that the incident was accidental. The [sraeli
strike targeted a clearly marked convoy, following
what the US charity said had been its own coordination
with the Israeli military to avoid any danger.

"Your question presumes at this early hour that it was a
deliberate strike, that they knew exactly what they were
hitting, that they were hitting aid workers and did it on
purpose -- and there's no evidence of that," he said.

The US State Department had so far found no indication
that Israel had violated international humanitarian law
during its offensive on Gaza following the October 7
attacks by Palestinian militant group Hamas on Israel,
Kirby added.

Kate Middleton's cancer diagnosis
announcement accompanied by
Getty Images disclaimer

World. Kate Middleton, the Duchess of Cambridge,
recently shared a video revealing her cancer diagnosis,
an announcement that garnered widespread attention
and support. However, the video has come under new
scrutiny after Getty Images, the platform hosting the
video, appended a disclaimer to the footage provided by
Kensington Palace.

Getty's disclaimer draws attention

The disclaimer reads, "EDITOR'S NOTE: This Handout
clip was provided by a third-party organization and may
not adhere to Getty Images' editorial policy." This
standard note, according to a Getty spokesperson, is

included for handout content from third-party
organizations to highlight potential deviations from
Getty's editorial guidelines.

Middleton's health disclosureln the video, Middleton
disclosed her ongoing preventative chemotherapy
treatment following an abdominal surgery that revealed
the presence of cancer. "It has been an incredibly tough
couple of months for our entire family, but I’ve had a
fantastic medical team who have taken great care of me,
for which I am so grateful," the Duchess shared. She
expressed gratitude for the support and understanding
she has received during her recovery.The Duchess's
absence from the public eye since Christmas, coupled
with a previously shared altered photo of her and her
children, sparked widespread speculation and
conspiracy theories regarding her health and
whereabouts. The admission of photo alteration led to
increased scrutiny, with major photo agencies and
social media platforms taking action to label or remove
the edited image.Middleton and her family, including
Prince William and their children, Prince George,
Princess Charlotte, and Prince Louis, were notably
absent from Easter services. This absence, following
the Duchess's public disclosure of her cancer treatment,
underscores the personal challenges faced by the royal
family. Meanwhile, King Charles III and Queen
Camilla, along with other members of the royal family,
made their Easter appearance, marking a significant
public engagement amidst personal health battles
within the family.Kensington Palace has stated that the
Duchess will return to her official duties once cleared to
do so by her medical team, highlighting her intent to
make a full recovery. s
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Donuld Trump accuses Joe Biden of allowing
'bloodbath’ on US-Mexico border

Grand Rapids. Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump accused
President Joe Biden of unleashing a
“bloodbath” at the US-Mexico border on
Tuesday, escalating his inflammatory
rhetoric as he campaigned in two
midwestern swing states likely to be
critical to the outcome of the 2024
election. Trump, who has accused
migrants of “poisoning the blood of the
country” and vowed to launch the largest
domestic deportation operation in the
nation’s history if he wins a second term,
accused Biden of allowing a “bloodbath”
that was “destroying the country”.Under
Crooked Joe Biden, every state is now a
border state. Every town is now a border
town because Joe Biden has brought
carnage and chaos and killing from all
over the world and dumped it straight into
our backyards,” Trump said in Grand
Rapids, where he stood flanked by law
enforcement officers n uniform before a
line of flags. While violent crime is down,
Trump and other Republicans have seized
on several high-profile crimes alleged to
have been committed by immigrants in
the US illegally to attack Biden as border

crossings have hitrecord highs.
Polls suggest Trump has an advantage
over Biden on issues as many
prospective voters say they’re
concerned about the impact of the
crossings. Trump continued to
hammer the theme at a rally in
Green Bay, Wisconsin, on Tuesday
evening as the state was holding its
presidential primaries. Trump
accused rogue nations of “pumping
migrants across our wide open
border”, and “sending prisoners,
murderers, drug dealers, mental
patients, terrorists”, though there is
no evidence any country is engaged in
that kind of coordinated effort.He also
claimed that migrants would cost the
country trillions of dollars in public
benefits and cause Social Security and
Medicare to “buckle and collapse”.“If
you want to help Joe Biden wheel granny
off the cliff to fund government benefits
for illegals, then vote for Crooked Joe
Biden,” he said. “But when I am
President, instead of throwing granny
overboard, I will send Joe Biden’s illegal
aliens back home.”On Tuesday, the White
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GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

House emphasised that immigration is a
positive for the US economy. They argued
that recent gains in immigration have
helped to boost employment and
sustained growth as the Federal Reserve
hiked interest rates to bring down
inflation.“We know immigrants
strengthen our country and also
strengthen our economy,” White House
press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said at
Tuesday’s briefing, noting that
immigrants were the ones doing the
“critical work” on the Francis Scott Key
Bridge in Baltimore when it collapsed

after being struck by a ship.Trump on
Tuesday focused on the killing of Ruby
Garcia, a Michigan woman who was
found dead on the side of a Grand Rapids
highway on March 22.Police say she was
in a romantic relationship with the
suspect, Brandon Ortiz-Vite. He told
police he shot her multiple times during
an argument before dropping her body on
the side of the road and driving off in her
red Mazda.Trump incorrectly referred to
the 25-year-old Garcia as a 17-year-
old.Authorities say Ortiz-Vite is a citizen
of Mexico and had previously been
deported following a drunken driving
arrest. He does not have an attorney listed
in court records.Trump in his remarks
said that he had spoken to some of her
family.arcia’s sister, Mavi, however,
disputed his account, telling FOX 17 that
they had not. “No, he did not speak with
us,” the outlet said she told them in a text
message, declining to comment further.

She also pleaded on Facebook last week for
reporters to stop politicising her sister’s
story, and on Tuesday asked for privacy,
saying she only wanted “justice to be
served” and to “be left alone™.

JK Rowlmg to not face action under

Scotland's n

London. JK Rowling will not face any
action under Scotland's new hate crime
law after she challenged it by asserting
on social media that a number of
transgender women were men, police
said on Tuesday.The Harry Potter
author, a prominent gender-critical
campaigner, made the comments on
Monday, the day that the crime of
"stirring up hatred" relating to age,
disability, religion, sexual orientation
and transgender identity came into
effect.She was backed by British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, who
said people should not be
criminalised for saying "common
sense" things about biological sex.
Police Scotland said it had received
complaints in relation to Rowling's
social media post.The comments are
not assessed to be criminal and no
further action will be taken," a
spokesperson said.

Scotland's First Minister Humza Yousaf
had said the bill was about "protecting
people from arising tide of hatred".

"Unless your behaviour is threatening or
abusive and intends to stir up hatred,
then you have nothing to worry about
in terms of the new offences being
created," he said.Women are not
protected as a group, but the Scottish
National Party-led government in
Edinburgh is looking at separate

LAW GIVES

ew hate crime law: Cops

reforms to target misogyny.Scotland
has been at the forefront of extending
rights to the transgender community
but a previous attempt to make it easier
to change a legal gender was blocked
by London over concerns it would

"I'm currently out of the country, but if
what I've written here qualifies as an
offence under the terms of the new act,
I look forward to being arrested when I
return to the birthplace of the Scottish
Enlightenment."Scottish ministers

have previously said misgendering
people would not be an offence under
the new law.However, Minister for
Victims and Community Safety
Siobhan Brown told BBC radio on
Monday it would be a matter for
police to decide.Sunak said Britain
had a proud tradition of free speech
and that the new law had given the
police the wrong priorities.
"We should not be criminalising people
saying common sense things about
biological sex," he told reporters.
"Clearly that isn't right."India
Willoughby, Britain's first transgender
newsreader and one of those who was
listed by Rowling, questioned why
anyone should "publicly denigrate and
mock" trans people."What a sad
pathetic sight. The best-known author
in the world sitting up all night to write
a mega-long troll post about me,
because she's consumed by a hatred of
trans people. Completely deranged,"
Willoughby said.The Scottish Police
Federation said officers were being
asked to enforce new laws when
resources were being cut.

impinge existing equality
legislation. The new hate crime law has
also faced criticism over its impact on
freedom of speech and concerns that it
could be used to silence some views,
including from those who advocate for
women-only spaces.Rowling tested
the law by listing 10 trans women,
including a convicted rapist, sex
abusers and high profile activists, on X
and saying they were men."Freedom
of speech and belief are at an end in
Scotland if the accurate description of
biological sex is deemed criminal," she
said.

POLICE
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North Korea says it tested new solid-fuel
intermediate-range missile with hypersonic warhead

SEOUL. North Korea said Wednesday it
tested a new hypersonic intermediate-
range missile powered with solid
propellants, extending a run in
weapons demonstrations that's
deepening a nuclear standoff with
neighbours and the United States.

With the supposed success of the test,
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
declared his country had acquired the
ability to build solid-fuel, nuclear-
capable systems for missiles of all
ranges as he pursues an arsenal that
could viably threaten rivals in Asia and
the United States.The report by North
Korean state media came a day after
the South Korean and Japanese
militaries detected the North launching
a missile from near its capital toward
its eastern sea.North Korean state

media said the test was supervised by North Korea last year tested a solid-fuel
Kim, who described the Hwasong-16B  intercontinental ballistic missile for
missile as a key piece of his nuclear the first time, adding to its arsenal of
war deterrent he vowed to further build ~ long-range weapons targeting the US
up to counter his “enemies,” a mainland. The country also has an
reference to the United States, South  extensive lineup of short-range and
Korea and Japan.Kim said the North ~ mid-range solid-fuel missiles that can
has now developed nuclear-capable, be fired from land vehicles, ships and
solid-fuel systems for “all the tactical, ~ submarines and are potentially capable
operational and strategic missiles with  of reaching targets throughout South
various ranges,” the Korean Central = Korea and Japan. The North in recent
News Agency said.In recent years, months demonstrated some of these
North Korea has been focusing on  missiles in drills it described as
developing more weapons with built-  simulated nuclear strikes while issuing
in solid propellants. Those weapons  provocative threats of nuclear conflict.
are easier to move and hide and canbe The North has since 2021 also been
made to launch quicker than liquid-  testing hypersonic weapons designed
propellant missiles, which need to be  to exceed five times the speed of
fuelled before launch and cannot stay  sound. If perfected, such systems
fuelled for long periods of time. could potentially.

This huppens in war':
Israel says mlstukenly
killed aid workers in Gaza'

Jerusalem. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

said on Tuesday Israel mistakenly killed seven
people working for the aid charity World Central
Kitchen in a Gaza airstrike, and the US and other
allies called for explanations amid widespread
condemnation.Israel's military voiced "sincere
sorrow" over the incident, which ratcheted up
international pressure for steps to ease the
disastrous humanitarian situation in Gaza nearly
six months into Israel's siege and invasion of the
Palestinian enclave.The strike on the World
Central Kitchen convoy killed citizens of
Australia, Britain and Poland as well as
Palestinians and a dual citizen of the United
States and Canada. WCK, which was founded by
celebrity chef Jose Andres, said its staff were
travelling in two armoured cars emblazoned with
the charity's logo and another vehicle, and had
coordinated their movements with the Israeli
military."Unfortunately, in the past day there was
atragic event in which our forces unintentionally
harmed non-combatants in the Gaza Strip,"
Netanyahu said in a video statement."This
happens in war. We are conducting a thorough
inquiry and are in contact with the governments.
We will do everything to prevent a
recurrence."The Israeli military pledged an
investigation by "an independent, professional
and expert body".At least 196 humanitarian
workers have been killed in Gaza since October,
according to the United Nations, and Hamas has
previously accused Israel of targeting aid
distribution sites.In a call on Tuesday, British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak told Netanyahu that
Britain was appalled by the deaths, which
included three Britons, and demanded a
thorough and transparent independent
investigation, Sunak's office said.Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said he
expressed "anger and concern” to Netanyahu in a
separate call. The United States, Israel's closest
ally, said that there was no evidence Israel
deliberately targeted the aid workers but that it
was outraged by their deaths and Israel had an
obligation to ensure aid workers in Gaza were
not harmed.US President Joe Biden called WCK
founder Andres to express condolences.
Washington will press Israel to do more to
protect aid workers, the White House
said."These people are heroes, they run into the
fire, not away from it," US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said of the seven aid workers,
speaking to reporters in Paris. "We shouldn't
have a situation where people who are simply
trying to help their fellow human beings are
themselves at grave risk."The United Nations,
which has warned of a looming famine in Gaza,
again called for an immediate humanitarian
ceasefire, spokesperson Stephane Dujarric
said.Israel has long denied accusations that it is
hindering the distribution of urgently needed
food aid in Gaza, which it has besieged in a war
since October, saying the problem is caused by
international aid groups' inability to get it to
those inneed.

4 dead as big earthquake hits Taiwan, strongest in 25 years

At least four people died after
an earthquake measuring 7.4 on
the Richter scale struck Taiwan
on Wednesday, the strongest to
hit the country in 25 years.

World At least four people were killed
and dozens others were injured after an
earthquake measuring 7.4 on the
Richter scale struck Taiwan on
Wednesday, which also triggered a
tsunami in Japan's Yonaguni Island.
This is the strongest earthquake to hit
Taiwan in 25 years since a 7.2-
magnitude temblor struck the country's
Nantou county in 1999, killing more
than 2,500 people and injuring over
1,300 others.Local fire department
officials said the four people died in
Hualien county, the earthquake's
epicentre, the Associated Press
reported. According to the Reuters news
agency, more than 50 people were
injured as a result of falling rocks in
Hualien.The earthquake also damaged
buildings in Hualien, while train

services were suspended across Taiwan.
Options were given to schools and
government offices to cancel classes
and work.While the US Geological
Survey (USGS) said the temblor's
magnitude was 7.4, Taiwan's
earthquake monitoring agency said it
measured 7.2 on the Richter scale.

The earthquake struck at 7.58 am, about
18 km south-southwest of Hualien and
was about 35 km deep.The USGS said
multiple aftershocks hit Taipei,
including one that was 6.5 magnitude
and about 11.8 km deep.A five-storey
building in Hualien partially collapsed
to the first floor, leaving the building
tilted at a 45-degree angle.Meanwhile,
train services were also suspended
across Taiwan and in the capital Taipei,
there were reports of tiles falling from
buildings.The Associated Press
reported that the national legislature, a
converted school built before World
War 11, also had damage to walls and
ceilings.

The earthquake also triggered a landslide,
the footage of which has gone viral on

S

of Okinawa prefecture and warned that
tsunami waves of up to 3 metres were
expected to reach the country's
southwestern coast.

According to the JMA, this was the first
tsunami warning in Okinawa in 26
years, with the last one issued in 1998
after a 7.7 earthquake struck south of
Ishigaki Island.But the Agency
downgraded the warning to an advisory
later.

Japan's Self-Defense Force has scrambled
aircraft to monitor the impact of the
tsunami and was also preparing
evacuation shelters.The country's flag
carrier, Japan Airlines has suspended all
flights from Okinawa and Kagoshima
regions, and diverted the ones that were
heading to areas where the tsunami
advisories were in place.A
spokesperson from Okinawa's Naha
Airport confirmed to CNN that all
flights were diverted, while employees
and personnel were evacuated to the
third floor in anticipation of the
tsunami's impact.

15 minutes after the earthquake struck While China has not issued any tsunami

social media.In Japan, authorities said a
tsunami wave measuring about 1 foot
was detected on Yonaguni Island about

Taiwan.The Japan Meteorological
Agency (JMA) had issued a tsunami
warning for residents of the coastal areas

warnings for the mainland, the US
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center said
there was no threat to Hawaii or Guam.
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Rachin Ravindra, Kane
Williamson among 9 stars to

miss PAK vs NZ for IPL 2024

New Delhi Rachin Ravindra and Kane
Williamson headline a list of 9 stars who
have decided to snub the upcoming Pakistan
vs New Zealand tour due to their IPL 2024
commitments, as the Blackcaps announced
their squad on April 3, Wednesday. New
Zealand are all set to play a 5-match T20I
series against Pakistan ahead of the World
Cup in the West Indies and the USA. The
series is scheduled to start from April
18.Michael Bracewell is all set to captain
the side which will include the likes of Mark
Chapman, Finn Allen and Jimmy Neesham.
Rachin, Williamson are joined by Trent
Boult, Devon Conway, Lockie Ferguson,
Matt Henry, Daryl Mitchell, Glenn Phillips
and Mitchell Santner in the senior names list
that will be missing the tour due to their [IPL
commitments."Trent Boult, Devon
Conway, Lockie Ferguson, Matt Henry,
Daryl Mitchell, Glenn Phillips, Rachin
Ravindra, Mitch Santner and Kane
Williamson were all unavailable due to
Indian Premier League commitments," read
the statement from New Zealand
cricket.Conway, who is currently
recovering from surgery, and is now
expected to link up with the CSK squad later
in the season.New Zealand squad for
Pakistan tour: Michael Bracewell (c), Finn
Allen, Mark Chapman, Josh Clarkson,
Jacob’ Duffy, Dean Foxcroft, Ben Llster

Cole McConchie, Adam Milne, Jimmy
Neesham, Will O’Rourke, Tim Robinson,
Ben Sears, Tim Seifert (WK) and Ish
Sodhi.How well has the likes of Rachin and
Boult performed in IPL 20247

In his first season in the IPL, Rachin has made
heads turn with his performances for CSK at
the top of the order. The young star has
scored 85 runs in 3 matches at a strike-rate
of'180.85, which was above 200 before their
loss against DC.Mitchell has also had a
good start to his life in CSK, being a part of
the playing XI for all of their three matches
so far. Boult has continued to spearhead the
RR attack and was the Player Of The Match
in their latest win over MI. The likes of
Ferguson, Williamson, Santner, Phillips are
yet to play a single game in the IPL 2024
season so far.

Biggest wicket you can
ever take: M Siddharth

thrilled after dismissing

Virat Kohli

Bengaluru. Lucknow spinner Manimaran
Siddharth was over the moon following the
dismissal of Bengaluru superstar batter Virat
Kohli, calling it the biggest wicket ever.
Siddharth dismissed Kohli to claim his first-
ever Indian Premier League wicket as
Lucknow beat the home side by 28 runs at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium. With this win,
Lucknow moved up to the fourth spot in the
IPL 2024 points table, having won two of
their first three matches.Speaking at the post-
match press-conference, Siddharth said he
dreamed of taking Kohli’s wicket, while
calling his wicket the biggest one you can
take. Siddharth bowled three overs, gavng

away 21 runs at an economy of 7 while
picking the all-impotant wicket of Kohli in
the fifth over. He dsimissed Kohli after he'd
scored 22 runs off 16 deliveries, having hit
two boundaries and a solitary six.

“I had always dreamed of taking his wicket.
You can ask anyone. It’s the biggest wicket
you can ever take. I’'m really happy. I just
wanted to keep it simple. I backed my
strengths and I knew if I could hit the correct
lengths, I could do well for the team,” said
Siddharth.Speaking about pace sensation
Mayank Yadav, Siddharth said he’s played
him in the nets is is happto see him do well
for Lucknow Supper Giants. Yadav claimed
three wickets to be adjudged the ‘Player of
the Match’ for a second successive match in
IPL 2024. He also broke his own record for
the fastest ball bowled in IPL 2024, clocking
inat 156.7 kmph in Bengaluru.

“I've played him in the nets actually. He's really
quick and I'm very happy to see him do well.
All the players in the Lucknow team and
support staff know what he has and he's
delivering it at the right time and I'm really
happy for him,” Siddharth added.Yadav
picked up three wickets while giving away
just 14 runs in his four overs.

Guardiola backs 'world's best' Haaland in Keane row

- Haaland came under fire from
Keane for his lacklustre
performance in City's goalless
draw against Premier League
title rivals Arsenal on Sunday.

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM. Pep
Guardiola said Erling Haaland should be
respected as the "best striker in the world"
after the Manchester City star was subjected
to scathing criticism by Roy Keane.Former
Manchester United captain Keane, speaking
on Sky Sports, said Haaland's "general play"
was "so poor" and "almost like a League Two
player".Haaland came under fire from Keane
for his lacklustre performance in City's
goalless draw against Premier League title
rivals Arsenal on Sunday.Haaland is the
Premier League's leading scorer this term
with 18 goals after winning last season's
Golden Boot during a remarkable first
season with City.He netted 52 times in all
competitions as Guardiola's men lifted the
Premier League, Champions League and FA
Cup.Keane conceded the 23-year-old
Norwegian is in a class of his own in front of
goal.But City boss Guardiola was
unimpressed by Keane's remarks, insisting
any blame for the scoreless display against
Arsenal should be shared by the team.

"I don'tagree with him, absolutely not. He's the

best striker in the world and he helped us to
win what we won last season. Erling is
exceptional," Guardiola told reporters on
Tuesday."The reason we don't create
chances is not because of Erling. The
standards that Erling has are unbelievable
and everyone expects other things."There
are games where he could be better but I
knew during the game against Arsenal that
the reason why we were not creating chances
was not because of Erling."We needed more
presence in the box. If we had that Erling
would have more space. It happens
sometimes. If you want to score goals, bring
alot of players to the opponent keeper, it is as
simple as that."City's failure to beat Arsenal
has damaged their bid to win an
unprecedented fourth successive English
title.They are three points behind leaders
Liverpool ahead of Aston Villa's visit to the
Etihad Stadium on Wednesday.

Guardiola will need Haaland at his predatory
best if City are to extend their reign as

champions.And the Spaniard accepts that
criticism comes with the territory of being
a high-profile player."If you don't want to
accept that as a football player, you have to
dedicate yourself to another job,"
Guardiola said."When you are a public
figure, you have to accept it. That's why

when you are in contract talks, you have to
ask for a lot of money to accept those
moments."I'm surprised it comes from
former players. With journalists I can
understand because they have never been on
the pitch but the former players is always a
surprise (when they are critical)."

NEW DELHI. Former India coach Ravi
Shastri feels the fan backlash towards
Hardik Pandya could have been avoided
had Mumbai Indians shown "clarity in
communication" while announcing him
as captain.Shastri also advised Pandya to
stay calm and weather the storm with solid
performances."This is not the Indian
cricket team that's playing. This is
franchise cricket. They have paid top
dollar. They are the bosses. It's their
entitlement as to who they want as
captain. Okay, where I think this could
have been handled better was with more
clarity in communication," Shastri told
Star Sports' 'Cricket Live Show"."If you
wanted Hardik Pandya as captain, then
say that we are looking at the future. We
are looking to build. Rohit has done a
fabulous job, as everyone knows, and we
want him to help out Hardik in these next
three years as the team progresses.

Could have been handled better with clear
communication: Shastri on Pandya captaincy row

"That communication, that clarity should
have come out a little more for all this to
die down. So it's not a case of you saying,
'No, we don't want Rohit Sharma,' or 'He
was treated badly,' and all the things that
are coming out in social media," he added.

Shastri expects the tide to turn once Mumbai
Indians start winning.The team is
currently on a three-match losing
streak."So, my advice to Hardik would be
to be calm, patient, ignore, and just focus
on your game. Get a couple of
performances going. Mumbai Indians is a
terrific side. If they get on a roll, they win
three or four matches on the trot,
everything will subside," he said.At the
end of the day, nothing beats results. You
win matches, and things will change.
There's a lot of bull crap out there as well.
You know, and some of the stories are just
planted. A lot of it is just planted on other
people's names, including my name.

IPL 2024, DC vs KKR: Rishabh Pant, Delhi

look to end Kolkata's unbeaten run

New Delhi It's Match 16 of the IPL 2024

season with the unbeaten KKR going up
against an upbeat DC side in Vizag on April
3, Wednesday. Rishabh Pant and Co will be
going up against Shreyas Iyer's side, who
have made an unbeaten start to the new
campaign and find themselves in the second
spot on the points table behind RR. Gautam
Gambhir's arrival seems to have made a
positive impact to the side, who seem to
have got vintage Andre Russell and Sunil
Narine back for the season.DC were able to
get back among the points with a 20-run win
over CSK and the biggest positive from the
game was Pant. The Delhi captain scored his
first IPL fifty since returning to field and was
supported by the performances of a
returning Prithvi Shaw, David Warner and
Khaleel Ahmed. They would be looking to
round off their Vizag home phase with a win
and snap the winning run of KKR.Kolkata,
on the other hand, has looked strong with
their batting and bowling so far, despite
Mitchell Starc's uneventful start. The
costliest buy in IPL history has conceded
100 runs in his 8 overs so far this season and
KKR will be hoping that the seamer does
return to form soon.DC vs KKR: Head-to-

HeadWhen it comes to head-to-head, there
is nothing to separate both sides. Since
coming into the league as two of the OG
sides, both of them have played 32 matches
so far and have shared 16 wins each. When
both sides faced off last season, the match
turned out to be a low-scoring thriller with
DC edging past in the end.

DC vs KKR: Team news

Kuldeep Yadav was a miss for DC in their
win over CSK and they will be hoping
that the spinner returns for the matchup
against his former side. Kuldeep has a
stellar record against KKR as he has
picked up 10 wickets in three matches at
anaverage of 6.4.

The form of Anrich Nortje and Tristan
Stubbs has been a worry for DC this
season. Both men have looked off the
pace so far and could make way for Jhye
Richardson and young sensation Jake
Fraser-McGurk or Shai Hope.For KKR,
they will be hoping that Nitish Rana
returns for them against DC. Else,
Angkrish Raghuvanshi could come in to
the game much like he did against RCB
as the impact sub. Anukul Roy, Suyash
Sharma and Varun Chakarvarthy could

Made mistakes in our Mayank
Yadav plan: RCB's Mahipal

Lomror after LSG loss

New Delhi Mahipal Lomror revealed that RCB

did have a plan to tackle LSG's Mayank Yadav
at the Chinnaswamy stadium, but made a few
mistakes with it in the end as the pacer helped
his side secure their second consecutive win.

Mayank was once again the star of the show as
he picked up three wickets to turn the game in
Lucknow's favour on Tuesday. The Delhi
pacer had done the same during their match
against PBKS and would come to haunt RCB
at the Chinnaswamy stadium.Despite being
known for being a nightmare for pacer,
Mayank got three wickets for just 14 runs in
his four overs as he ended RCB's hopes of
pulling off a chase and handed them their
second consecutive loss. The Delhi pacer also
delivered the fastest delivery of this season's
IPL and the third-fastest of all time as well.

Speaking at the press conference after the

match, Lomror said that RCB were planning

be fighting it out for the final spot in the
side.There was a lot of swing and seam
movement during the previous match
between DC and CSK, with the ball doing a
lot more under the lights . There was a good
coverage of grass on the track and we could
expect the same tonight as well.

Sri Lanka sweep Bangladesh
Test series with crushing win

CHITTAGONG, BANGLADESH. [
Lahiru Kumara finished with 4-50 to £ €€

help Sri Lanka thump Bangladesh by
192 runs in the second Test and sweep
the two-match series 2-0 on |
Wednesday.The fast bowler dismissed !
last man Khaled Ahmed to wrap up a
one-sided contest before lunch on the
fifth day in Chittagong.Hosts
Bangladesh, chasing amammoth 511 in
their second innings, added just 50 after

o,
resuming on 268-7. -

Mehidy Hasan Miraz staged a lone fight

to stay unbeaten on 81 after completing his
sixth Test half-century.With a Sri Lankan
triumph all but inevitable when the day
began, Mehidy played some positive strokes
to bring up his fifty off 68 balls.

He lost overnight partner Taijul Islam for 14

when the batsman drove off-spinner
Kamindu Mendis to Nishan Madushka at
gully.Kamindu finished with 3-32 to go with
his unbeaten 92 with the bat in the first
innings, earning him the man of the match
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award.He was also named player of the
series after scoring a hundred in both innings
of the first Test."The bowlers did their basics
on this wicket and the batters did their job as
well," Sri Lankan captain Dhananjaya de
Silva said.

"The batters were a bit disappointed about not
getting runs in the first Test, but we have
experienced players. I was confident they
would get runs," he added."There wasn't a
lot of spin on offer. So I thought about

reverse swing as a way to get wickets.
The pacers were really on the spot."

Sri Lankan pacers accounted for 33 of the
40 Bangladesh wickets to fall, a rare
feat on Bangladesh's generally spin-
friendly pitches.Bangladesh captain
Najmul Hossain Shanto said the home
side's poor showing for the red-ball
series would provoke some soul-
searching."If you look at our batting,
everyone got set but didn't get a big
score. That's something to think about,"
he said.

"If you get set, you have to make a score. We
have to play more first-class cricket."

Sri Lanka won the first Test in Sylhet by 328
runs.They also triumphed in the three-match
T20 series 2-1 but lost the one-day
international series by the same margin.

Bangladesh will host Zimbabwe for five T20s
in May in their next international
engagement, ahead of the T20 World Cup
starting in June.

to use Mayank's pace against him but failed
with the execution in the end.The RCB batter
said that the team needs to be clear while
facing someone like Mayank, who bowls
consistently at 150 kmph.

"I faced Mayank in local cricket a couple of
times. So I knew what he brings to the table,
and about his bowling a little bit. Our plan was
like simple.""To use his pace against him. It's
a small ground, as we all know, and ball flies
here. So our overall plan was just to use his
pace and not to go againstit."

"But there were some mistakes which
happened. And yeah, I think we need to be
very clear. About what we gonna do if if
someone is bowling 150 clicks like every ball
is around 150 clicks. So, yeah, we need to be
clear in our heads. And we just need to know
what we are gonna do if, like what are our
options and what we're gonna do against him,"
said Lomror.

Really happy for Mayank: Lomror

Lomror also said that he is happy for Mayank
and wished him all the best for the rest of the
campaign."He's bowling really well. And I'm
happy for him. He's doing really good. Wish
him luck," said Lomror.

Virender Sehwag backs Mayank Yadav to
play for India: His lines, lengths are accurate

«Sehwag backs Mayank Yadav to play

for India

«Mayan Yadav bowled the fastest ball in

IPL 2024

«Mayank Yadav picked 3 wickets vs

Bengaluru

Bengaluru. Former India opening batter

Virender Sehwag has backed Lucknow fast-
bowler Mayank Yadav to play for India
following the 2024 season of the Indian
Premier League. Yadav bowled the fastest
ball of IPL 2024, clocking in at 156.7 km/h
against Bengaluru at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium. He finished with three wickets
while giving away 14 runs and was adjudged
the ‘Player of the Match’ against Bengaluru.
His spell helped Lucknow beat Bengaluur by
28 runs, moving up to the fourth spot in the
IPL 2024 points table, having won two of

their opening three matches.Speaking to
Cricbuzz after the match, Sehwag said Yadav
should play for India after the IPL if he
remains fit, insisting that he is accurate with
his line and length, unlike Hyderabad’s
Umran Malik. Yadav has now bowled the
most deliveries over the speed of 150 km/h in

the history of the IPL, despite playing jut two
matches in his career.“The difference
between Mayank and Umran is that his lines
are accurate. Umran was also quick but he
wasn’t able to improve on his line and length.
Mayank’s lines and lengths are accurate. He
is well aware that he has the speed but if I get

my lines wrong then I could concede
boundaries. Just for that alone I feel that he
should play international cricket after IPL if
he remains fit,” said Sehwag.Demonstrating
unprecedented pace and precision, Yadav
consistently bowled at the 150 kmph mark,
peaking at 156.7 kmph, marking the fastest
delivery in IPL 2024, breaking his own
record which he set against Punjab Kings at
the Ekana Stadium in Lucknow.Yadav’s
constant high-speed onslaught further
resulted in the swift dismissals of Aussie duo
of Glenn Maxwell and Cameron Green,
denting RCB’s chase at home. Maxwell got
undone by Yadav’s pace and mistimed his
shot to be caught by Nicholas Pooran while
attempting to play a pull shot.Soon, Yadav
rattled Green’s stumps to claim his second
wicket of the evening. He completed his
three-wicket haul by getting rid of Patidar to
break RCB’s back in their 182-run chase.
Following their win over RCB, Lucknow
will turn their attention towards Gujarat
Titans, with the two sides set to clash on
Sunday, April 7.
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Is a Beauty To Behold In
Black Gown; Hot Photos

Leave Fans Stunned

ejasswi Prakash is a fashion icon and there is no
doubt about it. The actress often drops gorgeous
pictures of herself on social media, leaving
everyone completely stunned. On Tuesday too,
Tejasswi took to her Instagram handle and shared a
series of photos which are now setting fire online.In
these latest clicks, Tejasswi Prakash was seen posing
in a black outfit. She opted for matching heels and
silver jewellery. She tied her hair into a bun and
stepped up her fashion game with a glam
makeup look. Needless to say,
she looked breathtakingly
gorgeous as ever. Check it
out here:
Soon after the pictures were
shared, fans rushed to the
comments section to shower
love on their favourite actress.
While one of the users called
her “classy”, another wrote,
BEAUTY
STAY
HAPPY & BLESSED ALWAYS.”
“The flawless beauty ??Just looking
extremely beautiful,hot & elegant
??What a fantastic & amazing
clicks,” a third comment read. “Mirror
mirror on the wall who is the prettiest
amongst the wall?Mirror- Miss Tejasswi
Prakash,” added another.
Tejasswi Prakash is a popular television
actress who is known for shows like
Swaragini, Rishta Likhenge Hum Naya,
Pehredaar Piya Ki and Karn Sangini among
others. She also emerged as the winner of
Salman Khan’s Bigg Boss 15. Tejasswi was
also seen in the sixth season of Ekta Kapoor’s
popular show, Naagin.In 2022, Tejasswi
Prakash also made her Marathi movie debut
with Mann Kasturi Re. It was a suspense
romantic drama directed by Sanket Mane and
also starred Abhinay Berde in the lead.

Ayushmann Khurrana ¢

To Urge Youth To Vote In Lok Sabha &3
Elections, Actor Roped In For EC's Campaign

ﬁ ctor Ayushmann Khurrana has been roped in by the Election Commission of India to urge youngsters to vote in the upcoming

--------

Lok Sabha elections. The 39-year-old ar features in the ECI’s campaign video that encourages the youth to exercise their
franchise in the upcoming elections.Khurrana, known for critically acclaimed films such as “Andhadhun”, “Dream Girl”,
“Bareilly Ki Barfi” and “Dum Laga Ke Haisha”, said it is imperative that the youth participate in deciding the future of the
country. “Everyone must vote and be conscious citizens by participating in the process of nation-building. The power to choose
the leaders who will represent the
country, represent our needs in the
Parliament rests with us. Every vote
counts and every vote is important.
Voting is a symbol of empowerment in a
democratic nation like ours,” Khurrana
said in a statement.Santosh Ajmera,
director of Voter Education at ECI, New
Delhi, praised the actor for
supporting the ECI’s
campaign, aimed at
addressing urban and youth
apathy in the electoral
participation. “The film,
while a commentary on
individual behaviour
whereby voting day is often
considered as a holiday with
hundreds of excuses offered for not to
vote, gives out a beautiful message and
a single reason for why one should™— 4
vote,” he said.
“Ayushmann Khurana’s act is highly
convincing and impactful and resonates well with his followers, mostly the younger generation. ECI has tried to utilise
Ayushmann’s potential and reach to inspire and mobilize youngsters towards voting, as an important democratic exercise
& duty towards the future,” Ajmera added. The Lok Sabha polls are scheduled to be held in seven phases from April 19.
The counting of votes will be taken up on June 4.
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Sunny Leone Talks About Her

Broken Engagement On Splitsvilla
X5: 'He Was Out Of Love'

unny Leone is back with another
electrifying season of Splitsvilla. The

reality show, this year, will see the
contestants looking for new connections while
their ex-flames are residing in another villa
called the Ex-isle. As the show is all about
exploring a genuine connection amid
controversial scenarios, its upcoming episode
will see host Sunny making a shocking
revelation about her love life. The actress
shared how her ex-boyfriend, with whom she
was engaged, fell out of love.In the preview of
the dating reality show, contestant Dewangini
Vyas can be seen opening up about her
engagement with her boyfriend, Divyansh
Pokharna, who is staying in the Ex-isle in the
show. As Vyas broke down in tears while
sharing that things didn’t materialise between
them, Sunny couldn’t hold herself from
sharing about her past relationship.Revealing
that she was in a committed relationship before
her wedding with Daniel Weber, Sunny said, “I
was also engaged once before I met my
husband. I just asked him, do you even love me
anymore? and he was like, ‘No, I don’t love
you anymore.” So, I can understand how you
feel.”’Meanwhile, the recent episode saw
Dewangini’s boyfriend Pokharna being all
excited after discovering that his girl was also
in Splitsvilla. Unlike the other Ex-Isle
contestants who were disappointed with the
news, Pokharna expressed his contentment
saying that he would use this opportunity to
win his girl back.He, during an interaction
with the ‘Mischief Maker’ of the show, Uorfi
Javed, also revealed the reason behind his
separation from Dewangini. Pokharna shared
that Dewangini’s parents wanted her to settle
down whereas he wanted to get stable first and
have a house of his own. This led to an ugly
episode between him and Dewangini as they
got into an argument, making things
worse.Meanwhile, Splitsvilla X5 premiered
on March 30 with 21 new attractive
contestants arriving on the show, adding a new
flavour to the most popular dating-based
reality show on television.

Navya Nanda Says Jaya
Bachchan 'Has Become
Everyone's Nani' After Her

Podcast: 'It's Cute That She...

avya Naveli Nanda returned with the
highly anticipated second season of her

engaging podcast, What The Hell Navya.
Joined by her mother, Shweta Bachchan, and
grandmother, Jaya Bachchan, each episode
delved into their distinct generational
perspectives on love, life, and contemporary
women’s issues. The trio shared candid stories
from their lives, sparking lively and bold
conversations that resonated with audiences.
Now, Navya has said that the “real star” of the
podcast is Jaya Bachchan.“Nani is the real star
of the podcast...It is cute that she has become
everyone’s ‘nani’ because people in the
comments section are calling her ‘nani’,” Navya
told NDTV. In the second season of the podcast,
Navya invited her brother Agastya Nanda for an
episode. “Having Agastya was a lot of fun. It
was one of the most loved episodes of this
season. He added another layer of fun to the
entire conversation while keeping it real. Just
like in real life, he ensured he highlighted how
nani, Mom ad I are similar to each other,” said
Navya.The inclusion of Agastya in the podcast,
which usually features Shweta and Jaya
Bachchan, has left room for more possibilities
in future episodes. Fans are now demanding that
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, who is known for her
strong opinions, should be part of this trendy
podcast.

In a recent interview, Navya was asked if she

would bring Aishwarya Rai, Abhishek
Bachchan or Amitabh Bachchan on the show.
She told Zoom TV, “Hopefully, if we have a
season 3, I’d love to invite guests, including
those outside the family. I think it would be a lot
of fun, and we could learn so much from them,
hearing about their experiences, people from
different fields.”Following a successful first
season, Navya Neveli Nanda returned for a
second season of the podcast this February.
Navya Nanda began her podcast journey in
2022 and all the episodes can be accessed on her
official YouTube channel.
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