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Cooperation should
transcend competition

_EAVE it to the market — this is the solution
provided by economists for all complex
problems, even social ones. Economists have
their own theory of markets. What they mean is
freedom for capitalist markets, where money is
the measure of value, where money can be
accumulated as capital by whosoever makes
profits, and the owner of capital has the right to
use it as he wishes, including the right to use it for
accumulating even more capital. The answer to
the question “How is the market doing?” in
capitalist circles is to report how Dow Jones,
Nasdaq and Sensex did overnight. In India in the
1980s, this circle was a very small one, mostly
stockbrokers in Mumbai for whom the BSE
(Bombay Stock Exchange) was the market. When
Indian borders were thrown open in the early
1990s to foreign capital and American ideas of
capitalism, the financial sector in India expanded
with new breeds of professionals: venture
capitalists, investment bankers and financial
advisers. Bengaluru and Gurugram provided
them with an expanding market for clients.
Alongside the spread of capitalist markets,
wiggling graphs of numbers in stock markets
became de rigueur backdrops for the business
media, even while discussing broader social
issues.A market is an ancient idea. People traded
many things in markets centuries before the
advent of modern stock markets and financial
trading. They traded their produce, their work and
many things that money cannot buy. There was a
give-and-take of value in these trade
relationships, and money was not the currency in
all cases, as philosopher Kojin Karatani explains
in The Structure of World History: From Modes
of Production to Modes of Exchange.

social and economic institutions are formed with
vertical and horizontal structures. Power
relationships are vertical ones. Patriarchs,
monarchs, dictators, CEOs of corporations and
even heads of elected governments are expected
to maintain order within their jurisdictions. The
power of the state arises from an exchange
between the ruled and their rulers: those ruled are
given peace and order in return for obedience to
their rulers. Along the horizontal dimension are
systems of exchange among members of a
community. Trade is a horizontal system. People
trade many things among themselves in their
families, communities and society. The value of
what they trade in both vertical and horizontal
exchanges cannot be measured precisely by
money. For quantitative economists, everything
must have a monetary value to be computable in
their mathematical equations. Anything else,
though real, like sources of social and political
power, which cannot be measured precisely, is
pushed out of their models as messy externalities
interfering with good economics.

“his, says Nobel Laureate economist Angus Deaton
in a recent paper published by the International
Monetary Fund, is the dilemma for 21st-century
economists. Critical of his fellow economists, he
says: “We are often too sure that we are right.
Economics has powerful tools that can provide
clear-cut answers, but that require assumptions
that are not valid under all circumstances. The
profession knows and understands many things.
Yet today, we are in some disarray. We did not
collectively predict the financial crisis and, worse
still, we may have contributed to it through an
overenthusiastic belief in the efficacy of markets,
especially financial markets, whose structure and
implications we understood less well than we
thought.”The modern corporation is designed to
maximise returns for its financial investors. They
are guaranteed limited legal liability for
consequences of their actions for society and the
environment. Competing to attract more
investors, governments make it easier for them to
make more profit by allowing corporations to
take and discard workers on short-term contracts
with no social security, and to weaken unions. i
Community lands are converted into corporate
property to be managed more efficiently for
profit. Women are plucked out of families and
planted in factories for economic efficiency. GDP
grows, but the environment and society suffer.

N the last week of March, the medical world reached a
new milestone. The Massachusetts General Hospital
announced the transplant of a genetically edited pig
kidney into a person suffering from kidney failure. Seven
decades ago, the same hospital had carried out the
world’s first human kidney transplant. The pig kidney
was genetically edited to remove potentially harmful pig
genes and to add certain human genes to improve its
compatibility with the recipient. Some pig retroviruses
were also inactivated to eliminate any risk of infection
after the transplant. The pig kidney underwent 69
genomic edits before being transplanted into a living
patient.The transplant brings a glimmer of hope for
millions of patients with end-stage kidney disease who
are waiting for cadaver kidneys for transplant. It is
difficult to predict how long it will take for the technique
to become a routine procedure. It all depends on how
well the donor’s body copes with a pig organ and for how
long. The patient was on dialysis for many years, and
would not need it any more if his new kidney performs
well.

(he medical world is keeping its fingers crossed given the
experience of another such transplant in recent years. In
January 2022, a genetically modified pig heart was
transplanted into a human patient suffering from total
heart failure at the University of Maryland School of
Medicine. The recipient suffered a sudden heart failure
and died two months after the transplant. A detailed
analysis found several reasons for the pig’s heart failing.
The patient was given a drug that contained antibodies to
prevent infection, but these antibodies may have
damaged heart muscle cells. In the heart tissues
recovered from the recipient after his death, doctors
found the presence of a latent pig virus, PCMYV, in the pig
heart that could have contributed to heart failure, though
there was no evidence of the virus infecting the heart or
other organs of the recipient.

‘or more than half a century, medical scientists and

THE revelations regarding the mismanagement of
afforestation efforts in Haryana merit corrective
action. G Raman, retired CEO of the Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA), has exposed irregularities in
the execution of projects. Despite certification from
divisional forest officers claiming compliance with
the CAMPA Act, it is alleged that afforestation has &
been carried out on unapproved sites, in flagrant
disregard if norms. The misallocation of sites is
symptomatic of the problems plaguing the state’s
forest management.

The failure to secure ex post facto approval for site
changes has exacerbated the situation. The proposed
monitoring and evaluation of activities under |
CAMPA from 2021-22 to 2023-24 by a special team

and ensuring compliance with regulations.Notably,
the Supreme Court’s intervention last year regarding
the NHAI’s work on the Gurugram-Pataudi-Rewari &=
highway presented both challenges and &

Reducing inequalities the key to making India prosperous

If joining the league of developed natmns is India’s ultimate goal, it must begm wﬁh domg better than its equals.

INDIA has set itself the goal of becoming a developed

country in around a quarter century (by 2047). In order to
treat that as a seriously considered agenda and not just an
election talking point to be forgotten after polling, the
country must realise what lies ahead.

First, it is not enough to achieve a high level of national

income which goes with a high per capita income. The
fruits of this income must be distributed widely, leading
to all-round development, and be reflected in very high
scores in the United Nations Development Programme’s
(UNDP’s) human development indicators. Currently in
India, there is a high level of inequality, with multiple
billionaires and a demand for high-end cars on the one
hand, and continuing widespread poverty with a high
demand for guaranteed low-wage rural work simply to
keep body and soul together.If joining the league of
developed nations is the ultimate goal, India must begin
with doing better than its equals. How does India stand in
relation to its regional neighbours who share a good bit
of the same geography and history by being under the
rule of the same colonial power? The answer is hugely
disappointing.According to the UNDP classification, the
table of nations is headed by the ‘very high human
development’ group (led by Switzerland and Norway),
followed by the ‘high human development’ group,
which includes China and Sri Lanka. India does not
make it to this club, but is present in the ‘medium human
development’ group where, significantly, it is outranked
by Bhutan and Bangladesh, but is ahead of Nepal. The
saving grace is that Pakistan makes it only to the next
group, titled ‘low human development’.This ranking is
derived from the score a country achieves on the human
development index (Human Development Report 2023-
24). A look at individual indicators that make up the
index gives us a more nuanced picture. In life expectancy
of both men and women, Bangladesh and Nepal are
ahead of India, not to speak of Sri Lanka, which tops the
regional list. In per capita income, it is the same story, but
the differences between men and women are worth
noting. Significantly, women in Bangladesh earn more
than their Indian counterparts, but men in the
neighbouring country earn less than Indian men. Also,
Indian men earn over three times more than women, but
Bangladesh men earn less than three times more than
women.This would indicate that the social system in
Bangladesh is supportive of women and helps them earn
more. Bangladeshi women earn more in part because
they are better skilled, having received more mean years
of schooling — 6.8 years versus 5.5 in India. The overall
status of women is captured in the gender development
index, in which Sri Lanka leads (with a score of 0.947),
followed by Bangladesh (0.914) and Nepal (0.885).
Then come India (with 0.852) and Nepal (0.885) and
lastly Pakistan (0.834).Bare statistics do not tell the
human story that underlines the development exercise. A

sacrucial step towards addressing the shortcomings

great amount of anecdotal evidence is contained in a Narayan’s five-year research was focused on finding out

recent book, Unequal: Why India Lags Behind Its
Neighbours, by Swati Narayan. She writes about a
lower-caste (Dom) family in north Bihar that has
gathered to mourn the death of a relative, who was
afflicted by cirrhosis of the liver, brought on by drinking
illicit liquor (the state is officially dry).What was
immediately striking to her was the difference in
appearance and demeanour of family members from
Bihar and a young couple which had just crossed over
from Nepal through the open border to attend the rituals.
The young couple was upwardly mobile and in good
health. The woman had gone to a free government school
till Class VIII, and when her baby fell ill, she took her to a
nearby government clinic for prompt and free treatment.
The author’s research showed that there had been a
distinct improvement in caste and gender relations in
Nepal since democracy returned in 2006.

elder having migrated from Nepal two decades ago)
complained about the caste discrimination their children
faced in school. They were petrified at the thought of a
family member falling ill, as in this Bihar hinterland
there were no health centres where free medicines were
available. The travails of people living in the area
bordering Nepal reached a peak when the border was
closed during the Covid-19 pandemic, preventing them
from going across for medical treatment, which was
better and cheaper.

Afforestation norms

Irreqularities call for remedial action

Need to revisit cross-species transplantation
Regulators and bioethicists will have to develop ways to deal with transplantations involving animal organs.

clinicians all over the world have been
experimenting with the transplantation of
animal organs into humans — a branch of
science known as xenotransplantation. They
have been experimenting with mainly hearts
and kidneys drawn from chimpanzees,
baboons and pigs. The preferred animal is a pig
because it is similar to humans in organ size
and physiology. Before human organ
transplantation became possible, scientists
tried transplanting animal organs into humans.
The difference now is that the advances in the
gene-editing technology, CRISPR-Cas9, have
helped make animal organs seemingly more
compatible with the human body. Early
experiments with gene-edited pig organs
involved transplanting a pig kidney into a
deceased man who was maintained on a
ventilator to study the functioning and
acceptance of the new kidney. Another long
series of studies involved identifying
infectious agents in pigs.

India has had a fair share of experiments and

controversies in human as well as xenotransplantation.
Dr PK Sen, a pioneering surgeon in Mumbai, started

experimenting with transplantation in animals first in the
1950s. His team performed experiments on hundreds of
dogs to study immune rejection and different techniques
of heart transplantation. These studies helped him
prepare for the transplantation of a human organ —
India’s first ever human kidney transplant using a kidney
from a cadaver donor done in May 1965. The patient died
after 11 days because of acute myocardial infarction. Dr
Sen carried out the second kidney transplant in April
1966 using a cadaver donor kidney, but the recipient died
three days later. Encouraged by these transplants and his
experiments with dog hearts over the decade, Dr Sen
carried out the first heart transplant using a cadaver heart

in a heart failure patient. The transplanted heart worked
only for three hours. Dr Sen, however, did not attempt

any animal-to-human transplant. His transplant
surgeries were criticised as he had used organs from
‘brain-dead’ persons when no such condition was legally
recognised in India then.

The first animal-to-human transplant was done by Dr
Dhani Ram Baruah at his hospital at Sonapur in Assam’s
Kamrup district on January 1, 1997. He transplanted a
pig heart — and other organs — into 32-year-old heart
patient Purno Saikia in an operation that he claimed was
successful. Saikia died on January 7 after a second
surgery during which it was discovered that he had
infarction of organs as well as infection. Dr Baruah was
arrested, but he claimed that the detention was illegal
since the Transplantation of Human Organs Act passed in

why there was such a difference in the quality of
healthcare, education and life chances between India and
its poorer neighbours like Nepal and Bangladesh. The
answer lies in the extreme inequalities in class, caste and
gender that still prevail in India. Her conclusion is that
unless these inequalities are breached, it will be
“impossible for the nation as a whole to prosper, let alone
be a world leader”.The government has till now focused
on providing free food to the poor, jobs through an
extensive rural employment guarantee programme,
helping construct toilets so as to end open defecation,
and access to electricity everywhere. All this is fine, but
there is a need to lay stress on changing social attitudes.
The number of women in senior management positions
and corporate boards is increasing, but a huge proportion
of rural women (80 per cent, according to a 2019 study)
are engaged in unpaid domestic work.

On the other hand, those who were living in India (a family Changing social attitudes is the job of social leaders.

Economists are pointing out that a good start would be to
intensify efforts to improve farm technology. Once
agricultural productivity rises rapidly, farm incomes will
follow suit. Many will leave farms to join in the delivery
of rural services (sale and maintenance of cellphones,
motorbikes and TV sets) and the migration of villagers to
urban areas in search of jobs will lessen. Scientists
delivered India’s first Green Revolution. It’s high time
they delivered the second one, riding on the millet
bandwagon.

opportunities for environmental conservation.
While permitting the national highways
authority to resume the project — which was
stalled over inadequate compensatory
afforestation — the court upheld the NGT’s
order to the NHAI to find suitable sites for
planting 20,000 trees to make up for the axed
ones. This directive underscores the
importance of mitigating ecological damage
caused by infrastructure development. The
court’s order to the Haryana Government to
identify land banks for plantation drives
represents a concerted push to restore the
green cover for the sake of environmental
sustainability.However, concerns persist over
the reluctance to fix accountability for
violation of compensatory afforestation rules.
Enhanced oversight and strict enforcement of
the regulatory norms are essential to rebuild
public trust and safeguard the ecological
balance of the region.

1994 had still not been notified in Assam.
The scientific details of the surgery too
remained a mystery as Dr Baruah never
published them in any scientific journal.
Since he did not subject his work to peer
scrutiny, the world never recognised him
as apioneer of pig heart transplantation.
Cross-species organ transplantation is a
serious matter concerning human health
and medical ethics though the
advancements in immune-suppressive
medicines and gene editing have made
xenotransplantation a distinct possibility.
We need to move cautiously and develop
robust scientific, bioethical protocols and
regulatory systems. Regulators and
bioethicists will have to develop ways to
deal with transplantations involving
animal organs. For now, the US Food and
Drug Administration permits such
transplants on a case-to-case basis on
humanitarian grounds.
When Dr Sen performed human
transplantation surgeries in the 1960s, hardly any
regulations existed in India. The ethical and regulatory
system was hazy and still developing in the mid-1990s
when Dr Baruah carried out arguably the world’s first pig
heart transplantation. In a knee-jerk reaction, the Indian
Council of Medical Research shut the doors on
xenotransplantation by imposing an outright ban. In
retrospect, it was a wrong move. Subsequently, animal
experimentation rules were made extremely tough for
biomedical research under pressure from animal rights
groups. Today, when xenotransplantation technology is
gaining ground and showing promise in the decades to
come, India has no experience in it even though it has
developed great strengths in CRISPR-Cas9 technology.
Itis time for course correction.
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Meet 19-year-old Livia Voigt,
world’s youngest hillionaire

New Delhi Brazilian student Livia Voigt is the world's
youngest billionaire, as per the Forbes Billionaires List
2024.She has a net worth of $1.1 billion at just 19,
earning her the title of the youngest billionaire in the
world.

Livia Voigt is the largest individual shareholder of WEG,
the largest manufacturer of electrical motors in Latin
America. WEG was co-founded by her grandfather,
Werner Ricardo Voigt, along with late billionaires
Eggon Joao da Silva and Geraldo Werninghaus."WEG
provides global solutions for electric motors, variable
frequency drives, soft starters, controls, panels,
transformers, and generators," said the company's
website.Currently pursuing her education at a
university in Brazil, Livia does not yet hold a board seat
or executive position at WEG. With a net worth of $1.1
billion, Livia, alongside her older sister Dora Voigt de
Assis, joins the ranks of the seven new faces on the
youngest billionaire list for 2024. Dora, 26, earned her
architecture degree in 2020.

Despite her wealth, Livia remains dedicated to her
studies and is currently enrolled as a university student,
according to Forbes.India also has its share of young
billionaires making waves on the global stage. Among
them are the founders of Zerodha, Nithin and Nikhil
Kamath, and the co-founders of Flipkart, Sachin and
Binny Bansal.Nikhil Kamath, aged 37, is India's
youngest billionaire with a net worth of $3.1 billion.
Binny Bansal, aged 41, is India's second-youngest
billionaire with a net worth of $1.4 billion. His brother
Sachin, aged 42, is third on the list with a new worth of
$1.2 billion.

Gold, silver price : Precious
metals witness dip on MCX

New Delhi. Both gold and silver prices recorded a dip on
the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Friday,
April 5,2024.

Gold futures, maturing on June 5, 2024, stood at Rs
69,359 per 10 grams on the MCX, after recording a
marginal dip of Rs 348 or 0.50 per cent. The previous
close was recorded at Rs 69,707.Similarly, silver
futures, maturing on May 3, 2024, witnessed a downfall
of Rs 1164 or 1.46 per cent and were retailing at Rs
78,900 per kg on the MCX against the previous close of
Rs 79,984.The gold and silver prices in India depend on
several factors, including the value of the rupee against
the dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious
metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL
MARKET

Gold prices took a breather on Thursday after hitting an
all-time high earlier in the session on expectations for
lower U.S. interest rates this year, as investors await
more clarity on the timing of the cuts, news agency
Reuters reported.According to the latest metal report,
spot gold stood at $2,300.49 per ounce by 1850 GMT,
while, U.S. gold futures fell 0.2 per cent at $2,308.5 per
ounce. .

Byju Raveendran’s net worth
plummets to zero

BENGALURU. From $2.1 billion net worth a year ago,
edtech firm founder Byju Raveendran’s net worth has
now plummeted to zero, according to the Forbes
Billionaire Index 2024 list.

Byju’s was once known as the most valuable start-up, but
now the edtech firm has been witnessing a series of
setbacks including multiple legal battles, and even
struggles to pay its employees’ salaries. In December
2023, Raveendran pledged his home to pay salaries.

“Only four people from last year’s list dropped off this
time, including former edtech star Byju Raveendran,
whose firm Byju’s was enveloped in multiple crises and
its valuation was marked down by BlackRock to $1
billion, a fraction of its peak $22 billion valuation in
2022,” Forbes said.Byju Raveendran’s net worth
plummets to zero

Byju’s fires 500 employees over telephone calls, emails

Raveendran has been facing severe criticism as the
company’s fortunes have been declining. Prominent
investors recently voted to oust him as CEO. Prosus, one
of the shareholders, in a statement had said that in its
EGM shareholders unanimously passed all resolutions
put forward for vote. These included a request for the
resolution of the outstanding governance, financial
mismanagement and compliance issues at Byju’s; the
reconstitution of the Board of Directors, so that it is no
longer controlled by the founders of T&L; and a change
in leadership of the company.

Since January, the edtech firm has been struggling to pay
salaries. Raveendran in an emotional letter to employees
recently said that he has been moving mountains for
months to make payroll. Meanwhile, Byju’s on April 4
filed an application with the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) to refer its dispute with the investors
for arbitration.Recently, before conducting the EGM,
Raveendran in an email to shareholders said the last two
years were tough, but that “our comeback will be
stronger than our setback.”Though the company closed
the rights issue last month, right now it is locked in a
separate account.

Mining in Goa after six years,
Vedanta starts its operations

NEW DELHI. After a six-year gap, mining operations
have resumed in Goa with Anil Agarwal-led Vedanta
starting operations at the Bicholim mineral block.

Bicholim is the first auctioned mine to become operational
since 2018, when the Supreme Court imposed a blanket
ban on mining in the state and quashed 88 mining leases
in March 2018.“Heralding a new era of inclusive
development, Vedanta Sesa Goa commenced mining
operations at Bicholim Mineral Block 1 in the state of
Goa,” the company said in a statement on Thursday. The
resumption of mining activity will generate jobs and
boost the state’s economy, it added. Vedanta successfully
bid for the Bicholim block, auctioned in 2022. The
company received the Centre’s environment clearance in
January 2024 to start mining at the Bicholim block.

Navin Jaju, CEO of Sesa Goa-Vedanta, said the
commencement of iron ore mining at Bicholim opens
new vistas for the progress of Goa.According to Vedanta,
mining in Goa has historically contributed up to 20% to
the state’s gross domestic product. “Operationalisation
of the auctioned mines will contribute significantly to
State GDP, as revenues will accrue to State through
auction premium, royalty, contribution to District
Mineral Foundation paid by the lessees,” said the
company.Goa CM Pramod Sawant said: “It’s a historic
day for Goa! This has revived one of the key economic
backbone of the state. Due to the ban, the state faced
many hardships,” he said.

Vistara pilots threatened, treated as

bonded labourers’ sy|Id| ‘unions

Alleging that pilots were being
treated as "bonded labourers",
Air India unions extended their
support to their Vistara
counterparts, who are protesting

against the airline's decision to
merge with Air India, pay scale
and rostering issues.

revision and rostering issues.In a
letter to Tata Group Chairman N
Chandrasekaran on Thursday, Air
ndia's Indian Commercial Pilots'
Association (ICPI) and the Indian
Pilots' Guild (IPG) said issues
pertaining to reduction in minimum
guaranteed flying allowance to 40
hours, leave approval and roster
malpractices extend to all Tata
Group airlines. They also called for
a dialogue with the Tata Group to
resolve the issues.Air India's two

crew members and should
not be taken lightly," the
unions said.Stressing that
pilots deserve to be treated
with respect and dignity, the
unions said it was
"distressing" to witness
instances where pilots were
being exploited, overworked
and deprived of their basic
rights across Tata Group
Airlines.

"Furthermore, we urge Tata

New Delhi. Two unions of Air India have
extended their support to the Vistara pilots'
strike over various issues, including pay
revision. They alleged that pilots were
being treated as "bonded labourers" and
threatened by the HR with severe
consequences.Vistara, a Tata-owned
airline, has cancelled several flights due to
a shortage of crew and its pilots have been
protesting against the decision of the
airline to merge with Air India, pay

RBI MPC: No relief for home loan

unions said the issues faced by

Vistara pilots are not isolated, but rather
systemic issues across Tata Group aviation
entities. Tata Group has four airline
ventures -- Air India, Air India Express,
AIX Connect (formerly AirAsia India) and
Vistara."We believe that every pilot
deserves to be valued, respected, and
provided with the necessary support to
excel in their profession. Pilots are being
subjected to conditions and treatment
reminiscent of bonded labourers," the
letter said.The unions alleged that "there

have been instances where the HR has
resorted to threatening pilots with potential
disruptions to their future, accompanied by
severe consequences".They asserted that

"such threats" can have serious
consequences for the safety and efficiency
of airlines' operations.

"Pilots who feel threatened or intimidated
may be reluctant to report safety concerns
or speak up about issues that could impact
flight operations. This poses a significant
risk to the safety of our passengers and

Group leadership to engage
in constructive dialogue with the pilot
community, listen attentively to their
feedback and take proactive measures to
address their legitimate grievances," it
said.

"By addressing the concerns raised by the
Vistara pilots, Tata Group can demonstrate
its commitment to fostering a culture of
fairness, transparency and employee
welfare across all its aviation ventures,
which is missing at the moment," they
further said.

Shell sees significantly lower
(01 LNG trading results

borrowers as key repo rate unchanged

New Delhi. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has decided to keep the
repo rates unchanged at 6.5%.This
means no relief in the amount of
interest people pay when they
borrow money for home loans. This
decision was made after a three-day
meeting held by the RBI’s
monetary policy committee from
April 3 to 5.The repo rate is
important because it's the rate at
which the RBI lends money to other
banks. By keeping it steady, the
RBI aims to keep things stable in
the economy.This decision affects
people who have loans, like home loans.
Since the repo rate hasn't changed, their
loan payments are likely to stay the same
for now.The RBI's decision to keep the
lending rate unchanged is seen as an
effort to balance things out. They want
to control inflation, while also
supporting the economy to grow.Boman
Irani, President, CREDAI National said
that the central bank has decided to
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maintain the repo rate at 6.5%, showing
a cautious approach to controlling
inflation.

"However, with repo rates being an
industry agnostic subject, we hope to see
lower repo/interest rates later this year
which will provide an impetus to not just
real estate and housing demand but
across industries — compounding
sectoral and economic growth," said
Irani.He further added that with the

economy growing by 8.4%
in Q3 of FY 2023-24, a
future rate cut could sustain
or even accelerate this
momentum, and it is
expected to see repo rates
being lowered in Q2 of the
new fiscal year, especially
after the elections."The
Reserve Bank of India's
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) made
the strategic decision to
maintain the repo rate at
6.5%. This resolution
favourable conditions for

E

extends
potential homebuyers, contributing to
resilience and vitality in the real estate
sector," said Dharmendra Raichura, VP
Finance at Ashar Group.He added that
consistent home loan rates enhance

consumer confidence, underpinning
investment decisions and fostering an
environment conducive to sustained
development.

Soon, you can deposit money at CDMs using UPI

Till now customers have been using debit
cards to deposit cash at CDMs that are
deployed by banks to enhance customer
convenience while reducing cash-
handling load on bank branches.

New Delhi. Given the popularity
of UPI, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has now introduced a
cash deposit facility using UPI at
Cash Deposit Machines
(CDMs).Till now customers
have been using debit cards to
deposit cash at CDMs that are
deployed by banks to enhance
customer convenience while
reducing cash-handling load on
bank branches.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das on Friday
said: "Given the experience gained from
card-less cash withdrawal using UPI at
the ATMs, it is now proposed to also
facilitate deposit of cash in CDMs using
UPI. This measure will further enhance
customer convenience and make the

currency handling process at banks
more efficient."With an aim to provide
more flexibility to PPI (Prepaid
Payment Instruments) holders, the

central bank on Friday also proposed
to permit linking of PPIs through
third-party UPI applications. This
will enable the PPI holders to make

UPI payments like bank account
holders.

At present, UPI payments from PPIs can
be made only by using the web or
mobile app provided by the PPI issuer.
This new initiative will further enhance
customer convenience and boost
adoption of digital payments for small
value transactions.

segment of users in a sustained manner,

by enabling non-bank payment system

operators to offer CBDC wallets. This is

expected to enhance access and expand
choices available to users apart
from testing the resiliency of the
CBDC platform to handle multi-
channel transactions, Das said.
Currently, most users are on the
UPI platform.

The RBI began the pilot for retail
CBDC (Central Bank Digital
Currency) in December 2022, and
pilots in the wholesale segments
are also underway with more use
cases and more participating
banks.

Edul Patel, CEO of Mudrex,
welcomed the proposal and said
this is a significant step towards
embracing innovation and enhancing
financial inclusion.

"By enabling non-bank payment system
operators to participate in the
distribution of CBDC, the RBI aims to
foster a more competitive and diverse
ecosystem, which will ultimately

LONDON. Shell said on Friday it expects
significantly lower results from its liquefied
natural gas trading business in the first quarter of
2024 compared with the previous three months.

In an update ahead of quarterly results on May 2,
Shell also said its oil trading results are expected
to be significantly higher than the last quarter of
2023.Shell, the world's largest oil and gas trader,
said its LNG volumes are expected between 7.2
million and 7.6 million metric tons in the first
three months of 2024, compared with 7.1 million
tons in the previous quarter.

Nearly a third of Shell's Q4 profit came from the
$2.4 billion it made in LNG trading as it captured
strong demand ahead of winter, three sources
close to the company told Reuters in February.

Shell shares were up 0.29% at the start of trading in
London.Shell expects a smaller loss in its
chemicals business, which has been under heavy
pressure due to weak global demand. Chemicals
profit margins are expected to rise to $151 a ton
from $125 a ton in the previous quarter.

The British energy giant, which reported a $28
billion profit for 2023, expects to take a write-off
on exploration of about $600 million, mainly in
Albania.

New tax regime hits private
sector addition to NPS

NEW DELHI. The pension scheme for the
corporate and individuals, regulated by Pension
Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA), may have been hit by the new tax
regime, which offers lower tax rates but no
exemptions, such as, those for investment.

Latest data released by PFRDA on Thursday
estimated that the growth in overall subscriber
base, comprising govt, private sector and Atal
Pension Yojana, slowed to 16.3% during the last
financial year, with the total number pegged at
over 7.3 crore. Within National Pension System
(NPS), with under 36 lakh subscribers, the share
of private sector contributors, comprising the
corporate scheme (where the employer and
employee contribute) and individual pension
accounts, was estimated at 7.5%.In terms of
growth, in the last financial year, for the corporate
scheme the pace moderated to 16.1%, the slowest
since 2020-21 when Covid-19 took a toll on the
economy. The all-citizens model (largely
individuals) saw a sharper moderatation in pace of
growth to 20.3% in FY24, compared to 29% in
FY23 and over 30% in previous four.Officials and
experts blamed it on the new tax regime, a
feedback shared by several companies, which
were giving the corporate scheme to their
employees. Under the new tax regime, which is

benefit consumers. This approach not

CBDC wallets

The central bank has proposed to make
CBDC-Retail accessible to a broader

only expands access to CBDC but also
encourages innovation in payment
services," he added.

the default option, there is a tax benefit for
employer’s share of contribution to NPS even in
the case of private sector employers, but the
employee’s share will not get the benefit.

RPSG Group’s Shashwat Goenka joins WEF's
Young Global Leaders Class of 2024

Shashwat Goenka, the Vice
Chairman of the RPSG Group,
has been honored hy the
World Economic Forum (WEF)

as a "young global leader"
for the year 2024.

New Delhi Shashwat Goenka, the Vice
Chairman of RPSG Group, is set to join
the 2024 Class of Young Global Leaders
of the World Economic Forum (WEF).“1
am deeply honoured to have been
recognised by the World Economic Forum
as a Young Global Leader for 2024,”
Goenka said.“I look forward to
collaborating with some of the most
forward-thinking individuals and
exceptional minds worldwide, to build a
brighter and more sustainable future for
the generations to come,” he added.On
Thursday, the WEF unveiled 2024’°s most
promising Young Global Leaders list,
which includes a dynamic and diverse

cohort of changemakers, driving
impact across the fields of public
health, economic development,
technology, sustainability, and
more.

Joining Shashwat Goenka in the
2024 Class of Young Global
Leaders recognised by the World
Economic Forum are three other
Indians.They are Adwaita
Nayar, CEO of FSN E-
Commerce Ventures and owner |
of the Nykaa brand; Arjun _
Bhartia, Director of Jubilant
Group; and Priya Agarwal
Hebbar, Non-Executive
Director of Vedanta Ltd.All of
them join the Forum of Young Global
Leaders, whose members have gone on to
become Pulitzer winners, UN Goodwill
Ambassadors, CEOs of Fortune 500
companies and heads of state.

For the past twenty years, the WEF Forum
of Young Global Leaders has been leading
the charge in nurturing a special
community of leaders committed to
addressing the world's most urgent
challenges.This community has
showcased the power of working together,

most pressing challenges,”
said Ida Jeng Christensen,
Head of the Forum of
Young Global Leaders.As
a component of the three-
year leadership
development program, the
Class of 2024 will have the
chance to engage in
various executive
education courses,
learning experiences, and
collaborative opportunities
with like-minded peers.
These resources aim to
help them enhance their
influence and make a

whether by spearheading innovative
projects in public health and economic
growth, or by championing advancements
in technology and sustainability.

“As we celebrate the 20th Anniversary of
the Forum of Young Global Leaders, we
are thrilled to welcome our newest cohort
of Young Global Leaders. They represent
the future of leadership, and we are
confident that their perspectives and
innovative ideas will contribute
significantly to addressing the world's

greater impact in their
respective fields.

“For two decades, we have sought out and

nurtured young leaders dedicated to
improving the state of the world, and
today, we are proud to welcome the latest
cohort of Young Global Leaders. The
Forum of Young Global Leaders remains
steadfast in its mission to foster
collaboration and responsible leadership,”
said Nicole Schwab, Board Member of the
Forum of Young Global Leaders.
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Kangana Ranaut Calls Netaji "India's 1st PM", BRS Leader KTR Scoffs

In a post on X, KTR said, "One BJP candidate from North says Subhas Chandra Bose was our first PM!! And another
BJP leader from South says Mahatma Gandhi was our PM!! Where did all these people graduate from?"

New Delhi. The Bharat Rashtriya Samithi
(BRS) working president KT Rama Rao
today took a jibe at Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) nominee from Himachal Pradesh's
Mandi seat for the Lok Sabha elections,
Kangana Ranaut after she called freedom
fighter Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
"India's first Prime Minister".

In a post on X, KTR said, "One BIJP
candidate from North says Subhas
Chandra Bose was our first PM!! And
another BJP leader from South says
Mahatma Gandhi was our PM!! Where

L

will be held in a single phase on June 1
for four seats.The Mandi Lok Sabha
constituency has mostly remained the
battlefield of erstwhile royal families
and their scions have won 13 out of
the 19 elections including two by-
elections held for the seat.

From 2009 to 2021, there have been
three general elections and two by-
elections on the Mandi seat. Congress
has had a significant presence in these
elections, winning three times.In the
general elections of 2009, Virbhadra

Congress' 2024 Manifesto Focuses On
Unemployment, Promises Caste Census

New Delhi. The Congress has released its

manifesto for the 2024 Lok Sabha election,

with jobs creation, development of

infrastructure,. and a national caste census
among the major highlights.

The manifesto was released in

Delhi by party boss
Mallikarjun Kharge, who -

said.The overall theme of the manifesto is
based on 'work', 'wealth', and 'welfare', the
party said. ""Work' means you must provide
Jjobs. "'Wealth' must be created before it is
distributed. 'Welfare' means taking care of

the poorer sections," the

did all these people graduate from?"

In a television interview, the actor-cum-
politician said, "Tell me one thing, when |
we got independence, where did India's
first PM Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

Singh, and in the by-elections 0f 2013
and 2021, Congress candidate
Pratibha Singh was elected as the
Member of Parliament from the
Mandi seat.

was flanked by senior &

leaders Sonia Gandhi and *"
Rahul Gandhi. Former
Union Finance Minister P
Chidambaram - who led the

Indian Natipn  Congresssaid.
' Fridau@Ph A Congress Manifesto: Caste
' Census
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One of the biggest talking
points is the caste census - a
political hot topic that has

go?" Congress leader Supriya Shrinate
also shared Kangana Ranaut's statement and
wrote, "Don't take her lightly - she will go
ahead in the list of BJP leaders".

Kangana Ranaut was once widely trolled when
she claimed that India got real independence
after Narendra Modi was elected as the prime
minister of the country in 2014.Kangana
Ranaut was named as one of 111 candidates
for the Lok Sabha polls by the BJP on 24

March. In an Instagram post, Ms Ranaut -
who has been a vocal supporter of the BJP and
PM Modi - said she is honoured to join the
BJP."My beloved Bharat and Bhartiya Janta's
own party Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) have
always had my unconditional support, today
the national leadership of BJP has announced
me as their Lok Sabha candidate from my
birthplace Himachal Pradesh, Mandi
(constituency). Voting in Himachal Pradesh

In the parliamentary elections of 2014
and 2019, BJP emerged victorious with Ram
Swaroop Sharma being elected as the
Member of Parliament on both the times.
However, in 2021, Ram Swaroop Sharma
tragically passed away by suicide.
Subsequently, in the 2021 by-elections, this
seat went to Pratibha Singh of the Congress.
Currently, out of the four Lok Sabha seats,
BJPholds three.

committee that drafted the
document - was also
present.

"This manifesto will be 'nyay ka dastavez' (a

document for justice) in the political
history of the country. From the five pillars
of the 'Bharat Jodo Nyaya Yatra' - yuva
(youth), kisan (farmers), naari (women),
shramik (workers), and hissedari (equity),
25 guarantees will emerge... ," Mr Kharge

A

been in the headlines since
the Bihar government's
statewide survey was released in
November.In its manifesto the Congress
vowed to conduct a nationwide census to
identify and enumerate castes, sub-castes
and their socio-economic condition, and
amend the Constitution to raise the 50 per
cent cap on quota for marginalised groups -
i.e., scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, and
other backward classes.

Law on civil unions between
queer couples in Congress

New Delhi. The Congress, in its Lok Sabha election
manifesto, promised to bring a law recognising civil
unions between couples belonging to the LGBTQIA+
community if it was voted to power. Cash transfers for
women, employment opportunities for youth, and
caste census were other promises the Congress made in
its manifesto that was released by party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, Rahul Gandhi, and Sonia Gandhi.

However, it must be noted that a 'civil union' is not equal
to marriage. Civil union refers to the legal status that
allows queer couples specific rights that are normally
conferred upon married couples. A civil union does not
have the same recognition in personal law as marriage.

Army foils infiltration bid in
Kashmir's Uri, 1 terrorist
killed: Sources

Srinagar. One terrorist was killed after the Indian Army
foiled an infiltration attempt along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Uri in Jammu and Kashmir's Baramulla
district on Friday, Army sources said.Search and
cordon operations were on in the area following the
gunfight, Army sources said, adding that one terrorist
waskilled.

Army sources said a group of terrorists who were trying to
cross into India were repulsed back due to effective
firing by the Indian Army troops. An exchange of fire
took place between the terrorists and Army personnel
along the LoC, they said. Additional forces were rushed
to the scene after the gunfight, Army sources further
said.

India successfully test-fires
new generation Agni-Prime
ballistic missile

New Delhi. India has successfully flight tested the new
generation ballistic missile Agni-Prime from the APJ
Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha.
According to the Ministry of Defence, the test was
carried out on Wednesday evening by the Strategic
Forces Command and the DRDO. "The test met all the
trial objectives validating its reliable performance, as

confirmed from the data

captured by a number of
range sensors deployed at
different locations,
including two downrange
ships placed at the
terminal point," the
ministry said. The launch
was witnessed by the

Chief of Defence Staff

(CDS) General Anil Chauhan, Chief of Strategic

Forces Command, and other senior officials from

DRDO and the Army. Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh congratulated DRDO, SFC and the Armed

Forces after the successful test. He said that the

successful development and induction of the missile

will be an excellent force multiplier for the Armed

Forces.

UP woman climbs electric pole after fight with Was Subhas Chandra Bose The
husband over extramarital affair

The woman had allegedly been in a relationship with a man and demanded that he should live in the same
house as her husband. But when her legal husband opposed it, she tried to end her life.

New Delhi. A 34-year-old woman
tried to end her life by climbing an
electric pole and gripping the high-
tension wire in Gorakhpur
allegedly after she argued with her
husband over her extramarital
affair However, people present
there informed the police, which
contacted the local electricity
department to cut the power supply
to save the woman's life. The
incident took place in the Pipraich
area of Gorakhpur on Wednesday.

Avideo of the incident also went viral
on social media which showed the
woman atop the electric pole and the
locals requesting her to step down.

According to the police, the woman,
identified as Suman Devi (34), a
mother of three children, was in an

alleged relationship with a man.
When her husband, Ram Govind (35)
found out about her extramarital
affair, she demanded that her lover
should live in the same house as her
husband. When Govind declined her

proposal and left the house, the
woman tried to die by suicide
by climbing on an electric pole
and gripping a high-tension
wire. Speaking about the
incident, the Station House
Officer (SHO) of the Pipraich
Police Station said, "A police
team reached the spot after
receiving information about a
woman who had climbed on an
electric pole. Prima Facie looks
like a matter of domestic
dispute. We persuaded the
woman to step down with the
help of the local electricity
department. The woman was saved
and was sent back home with her
husband. We have not received any
complaints till now."

Bengal Governor asks state to remove
Education Minister for poll code violation

Bengal Governor's order came days after a political meeting was held at Gour Banga University under the leadership of Education

Minister Bratya Basu with other ministers, MPs, MLAs, and political leaders on March 30.

Kolkata. West Bengal Governor
CV Ananda Bose on Thursday
asked the Trinamool Congress
(TMC)-led state government to
remove Education Minister
Bratya Basu from the Cabinet
for "deliberately" violating the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
by holding a meeting with
politicians at a state-run
university recently.

"In light of the meeting held in
Gour Banga University under
the leadership and presence of
Basu with other ministers, MPs,
MLAs, and political leaders on
March 30, the chancellor has directed
the state government to take strict
action against him for deliberately
violating the MCC, including his
removal from the cabinet," a Raj
Bhavan statement to Bengal
governmentread.

Bose, the chancellor overseeing all state-
run universities, further commented
that Basu's decision to convene the

India denies hand in Pakistan killings, calls report 'false and malicious

meeting on the institute's grounds has
brought "discredit to the university
system".The Governor's remarks came
days after a political meeting was held
at Gour Banga University under the
leadership and presence of Basu with
other ministers, MPs, MLAs, and
political leaders on March 30.
Reacting to CV Ananda's order, Basu
said the recommendation of his
removal from the Cabinet was

"laughable" and that the
Governor "misused his
constitutional post and proved
his political identity"."It was
the prerogative of political
parties to bring it to the notice
of the poll body if he had
violated the election code,"
the Trinamool minister wrote
on X (formerly known as
Twitter).Basu also asserted
that even if he breached the
poll code, it falls within the
political party's jurisdiction to
raise the matter with the
Election Commission, which
will then proceed with necessary
measures."By raising such an
accusation, he (governor) has misused
his constitutional post and proved his
political identity. Secondly, the Indian
Constitution clearly states that the
recommendation of appointment or
removal of any minister lies with the
Chief Minister. He has not only shown
his true colours, he has exceeded his
constitutional limit as well," he added.

Ist Head Of 'Azad Hind'?
What Facts Say

2

New Delhi. Kangana Ranaut, actor and BJP leader,
stirred up a storm when she erroneously referred to
Subhas Chandra Bose as India's first Prime
Minister. In a television interview, Ms Ranaut said,
"Tell me one thing, when we got independence,
where did India's first PM Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose go?"

While Kangana Ranaut's factually incorrect remarks
have started a meme fest on X (formerly Twitter), it
has also brought to light a little-known historic
event when Bose declared India free and
proclaimed a government where he was head of the
state. The freedom fighter, popularly known as
Netaji, had on October 21, 1943 formed a
government of Azad Hind (Free India) in
Singapore. Subhas Chandra Bose declared himself
as the Prime Minister, the Head of State, and the
Minister of War while making the announcement
came during World War II. Captain Dr. Lakshmi
Swaminadhan was the minister in charge of the
women's organisation. She also commanded the
Rani Jhansi Regiment, a brigade of women soldiers
fighting for the Indian National Army. The Rani
Jhansi regiment was the first women-only battle
regiment in Asia.

The 'Azad Hind Sarkar' proclaimed authority over
Indian civilians and military personnel in the
country, which was then occupied by Britain. They
announced their currency, court and civil code.The
audacious move by Subhas Chandra Bose is also
said to have provided a major impetus to the
freedom struggle against the British.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, and several other senior leaders
have appreciated the role of that 'Azad Hind'
government in providing a vision for a "strong
undivided India"."Netaji was not just an inspiration
for Indians, but for all those who were fighting for
self-determination and freedom in countries all
over the world," PM Modi had said at an event to
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the
formation of Azad Hind Government.

!

The Ministry of External Affairs has denied reports alleging India's involvement in targetted
killings in Pakistan post the 2019 Pulwama attack in Jammu and Kashmir.

New Delhi. The Ministry of

suspected deaths of about 15 Meanwhile, analysts believed Pakistani

External Affairs has denied
allegations of a foreign media
report that India carried out
targeted assassinations in j
Pakistan, calling them "false
and malicious propaganda".
The report in The Guardian =
quoted intelligence operatives
in India and Pakistan to claim
that India's move was part of a
wider strategy to eliminate
terrorists living on foreign
soil.

The allegations are "false and
malicious anti-India
propaganda", the Ministry of
External Affairs told The Guardian, in
response to the report. The ministry also
underlined a previous statement by
Foreign Minister S Jaishankar in which he
said that targeted killings in other
countries were "not the policy of the
government of India."

WHAT DOES THE REPORT CLAIM?

According to the report, documents shared
by some Pakistani investigators indicated
India's intelligence agency, RAW

(Research and Analysis Wing) allegedly
carried out 20 such targeted killings on
foreign soil as part of an emboldened
approach to national security after the
2019 Pulwama terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir, which killed 40 Indian soldiers.
Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammed later claimed responsibility
for the attack.Targeted assassinations
increased significantly in 2023, with
sources in Pakistan's intelligence
accusing India of involvement in the

people, most of whom were
shot at close range by
unknown gunmen, the report
said.According to Pakistani
investigators, these deaths
were orchestrated by Indian
intelligence sleeper cells
mostly operating out of the
United Arab Emirates.

The report was supported by
recent claims by Canada,
alleging the involvement of
the Indian government in the
killing of Khalistani terrorist,
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, who
was shot dead outside a
gurdwara in Surrey on June 18,2023.

Quoting an Indian intelligence operative,
the report also claimed India had drawn
inspiration from intelligence agencies
such as Israel's Mossad and Russia's
KGB, which have been linked to
extrajudicial killings on foreign soil. He
also said the killing of the Saudi journalist
and dissident Jamal Khashoggi, who was
murdered in 2018 in the Saudi embassy,
had been directly cited by RAW officials.

authorities have been reluctant to publicly
acknowledge the killings as most of the
targets were known terrorists and
associates of outlawed terrorist groups,
the report said.

INDIA-PAKISTAN TIES

The relations between Pakistan and India
have been depleting for the past many
years owing to Pakistan sponsoring
terrorism, allegedly providing shelters to
India's declared terrorists and its illegal
occupation of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Defence Minister,
Khawaja Asif has expressed hopes for
betterment in bilateral ties with India after
the upcoming general elections in India
are over, Geo News reported.

"Our relations with India could be improved
after elections there," Asif said, as he
spoke to reporters outside the Parliament
House in Islamabad on April 1. Later, on
April 4, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said that India's ties with all
neighbours, except China and Pakistan,
have improved significantly compared to
previous times.
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Birds of Goodness' executes 24th
humanitarian aid airdrop in north
Gaza

DUBAL The joint operations command of the ministry of
defence announced the implementation of the 24th
airdrop of humanitarian and relief aid as part of the

Pakistan: ‘No evidence' of Bushra Bibi
eing poisoned, says medical report

"Birds of Goodness" operation.

Two C17 aircraft belonging to the UAE Air Force and a
C130 and C295 aircraft belonging to the Egyptian Air
Force participated in the airdrop operation.

The airdrop was carried out over inaccessible, isolated
areas in the northern Gaza Strip via four aircraft
carrying 84 tonnes of food and relief aid, bringing the
total number of aid airdrops to 1,321 tonnes since the
beginning of the operation.The Birds of Goodness
operation is part of "Operation Chivalrous Knight 3" to
support Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip.

1 killed, 2 others hospitalized after
crane section falls from a South
Florida high-rise

FORT LAUDERDALE. One person was killed and two
others were hospitalized Thursday afternoon when a
section of crane fell from a building in downtown Fort
Lauderdale, officials said.

Crews were in the process of “stepping the crane” during
the construction of a high-rise building when a section
being prepared to increase the crane's height came

ISLAMABAD. Amid allegations that
Bushra Bibi, the spouse of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan, was poisoned at BGala sub-jail,
personal physician Asim Yousuf
confirmed conducting a medical
examination, Geo News reported.

Dr Yousuf stated that no evidence of any
poisonous substance being administered
to the former first lady was found during
the examination."At this time, there is no
evidence of Bushra Bibi being
poisoned," Dr Yousuf said while
speaking to Geo News, adding, "We are
not conducting any medical tests to
ascertain the administration of any
poisonous substance to Bushra Bibi as no
such symptoms are detected," as per Geo
News.The physician stated that Bushra
Bibi's health deteriorated after taking a
meal two months ago. However, she
started consuming less food due to health
issues, he added.According to Geo
News, the physician added that he was
unaware of her actual health issues,
which happened two months ago.

conducted by keeping in view of her age
and to check for any health problems,
including stomach-related issues.
Additionally, he said that he would meet
the incarcerated PTI founder on

Yousuf confirmed that the former
premier's condition had improved,
noting that his appetite had not fully
returned to normal following his
recovery from a minor illness.

minister Khan apprised the court
that his wife was poisoned at the
Bani Gala sub-jail. The PTI founder
claimed this during a hearing of the
USD 190 million settlement case in
Rawalpindi's Adiala jail. Khan
informed the accountability court
judge that the former first lady had
marks on her skin and tongue after
"being poisoned".He requested the
court order an inquiry into the
incident and a comprehensive
medical examination of Bushra
Bibi.Before her court appearance,
the former first lady also asserted
during her interaction with
journalists that "three drops of toilet
cleaner" were mixed in her food on
the eve of Shab-e-Meraj. She
revealed that the food and water
served by the jail authority tasted
bitter.

Responding to a question, Bushra said that
"someone" had told her in jail that toilet
cleaner was mixed in her food. She,
however, refused to disclose the name of

loose, Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue Chief Stephen
Gollan said during a news conference. A construction
worker fell with the crane section, causing fatal
injuries, officials said. The crane itself remained
secured to the building.The crane section landed on a
nearby bridge, damaging at least two vehicles, Gollan
said. A man and a woman who had been on the ground
were taken to a nearby hospital, where they were listed
in stable condition. Another person was treated at the
scene and refused transport to the hospital. =~
The bridge was damaged by the falling crane section, 5
meaning the roadway will be closed indefinitely until : -
it's repaired. The river that runs under the bridge was
also closed to marine traffic.Officials didn't
immediately know what caused the crane section to
fall. The Occupational Safety and Health
Administration and Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue will
investigate.

Taiwan searches for 18 still
missing after earthquake

Yousuf said that medical tests should be the official.

Saturday. Regarding Khan's health, Dr

On Tuesday, incarcerated former prime

Yellen in China calls for 'level
playing field' for US firms

GUANGZHOU.US Treasury Chief Janet Yellen
called on Friday for a "level playing field"
between American and Chinese companies,
telling officials during a visit to southern China
that Beijing's industrial subsidies threatened that
balance.Yellen arrived in the city of Guangzhou
on Thursday for four days of talks with Chinese
officials on what is her second visit to the world's
number two economy in less than a year.

Meeting Friday morning with the governor of
Guangdong -- a vast province emblematic of the
reforms and development that drove China's
breakneck growth -- she said the US was
committed to a "healthy economic relationship".

But, she stressed, that required "a level playing
field for American workers and firms", as well as
"open and direct ommunication on areas where
we disagree"."This includes the issue of China's
industrial overcapacity, which the United States
and other countries are concerned can cause
global spillovers," she said.Yellen has warned
that China's huge subsidies for technology like
green energy, EVs and batteries risk creating an

Israeli cabinet approves reopening
northern Gaza border crossing: Report

TR

i Netanyahu and said that the future

g US support for the war in Gaza
depends on the country's additional
actions to protect civilians and aid
workers.The Biden administration
has continued to provide Israel
with crucial military aid and
diplomatic support for Israel's war
against Hamas.Meanwhile, the
Palestinian death toll went above
33,000 people on Thursday, with
another 75,600 wounded, Gaza's
Health Ministry said.cording to the
United Nations, much of the
population in northern Gaza is on
the brink of starvation. The top
United Nations court has
concluded there is a “plausible risk
of genocide” in Gaza-- a charge

HUALIEN. Taiwanese rescuers looked for 18 people
still missing on Friday after a 7.2 magnitude earthquake
struck the island's mountainous and scenic east coast,
as dozens of aftershocks rattled the disaster zone and
those cut off were gradually taken to safety.

Wednesday's earthquake in Taiwan's sparsely populated
eastern county of Hualien killed 10 people, leaving
hundreds of people stranded in a national park as
boulders barrelled down mountains, cutting offroads.

Taiwan's fire department put the number of people still
missing at 18, including four foreigners previously
listed as being Indian, Canadian and Australian whose
location it said was unknown.

World Israel’s security cabinet has
approved the reopening of the Erez
crossing between Israel and northern
Gaza for the first time since the
October 7 attack, news portal CNN has
reported, quoting an Israeli official.

According to the CNN news report, the
Israeli official said the crossing would

be opened to allow more humanitarian
aid to enter Gaza. The cabinet also
approved using the Israeli port of
Ashdod to help transfer more aid to
Gaza, CNN added in its report.The
announcement came just hours after
US President Joe Biden spoke to
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Israel strongly denies--and the UN
Security Council has issued a legally
binding demand for a ceasefire.e
Israel-Hamas war began on October 7,
2023, when Hamas terrorists stormed
into southern Israel, killing some 1,200
people, mostly civilians, and taking
around 250 people hostage.

excess of goods that then flood global markets --
undercutting American and other countries'
firms.Beijing has dismissed those concerns, last
month condemning an EU probe into its
subsidies for EVs as "protectionism" and part of
a Western effort to politicise international trade.

Washington's worries about a flood of exports

come as US President Joe Biden pushes to boost

domestic manufacturing in clean energy -- with
policymakers warning that China's excess
capacity could harm the growth of those
industries.The Biden administration is very
sensitive to the US auto industry's concerns
about China and EVs, especially in an election
year, said Paul Triolo, associate partner for China
at Albright Stonebridge Group."It is likely that
the administration will take some action to show
itis willing to act pre-emptively to prevent future
problems from China's overcapacity in EVs," he
told AFP.But he warned that Beijing would likely
"react badly", given the impact on US
automakers remains to be seen.

- Stabilising ties -

During her trip, Yellen plans to meet with Chinese
Premier Li Qiang and Vice Premier He Lifeng, as
well as central bank governor Pan Gongsheng
and Finance Minister Lan Fo'an.

Talks with He will see the two dive deep into both
countries’ economic conditions and address
more sensitive areas such as national security
and Beijing's alleged support for Russia's
defence industrial base.Beijing and Washington
have clashed in recent years on flashpoint issues
ranging from technology and trade to human
rights, as well as over the self-ruled island of
Taiwan and the South China Sea.Relations have
stabilised somewhat since Presidents Biden and
XiJinping met in San Francisco in November for
talks that both sides described as a qualified
success.Yellen's July 2023 visit helped restart
dialogue after a period of heightened tensions,
notably over Taiwan, and culminated in the
launching of bilateral working groups on
economic and financial policy.

Protect civilians in Gaza or US policy
will change: Joe Biden to Israeli PM

World. President Joe Biden threatened on

Another six people are missing on a hiking trail, and a 45-
personrescue team is trying to reach them, itadded.

Rescuers have confirmed that around 400 people cut off
at a luxury hotel in the Taroko Gorge national park are
safe, and has been helicoptering in supplies and taking
out those injured."We're assessing the possibility of
rain today, so our search and rescue colleagues will be
equipped with rain gear. However, rain increases the
risks of rockfalls and landslides, which are currently
the biggest challenges we face," said Su Yu-ming,
captain of the Kaohsiung city search and rescue team.

"These factors are unpredictable, which means we cannot
confirm the number of days required for the search and
rescue operations at this time."A group of 50 workers
who were on their way to the hotel and had been trapped
onroads are now mostly safe."I am lucky to survive this
disaster. We were terrified, especially when the
earthquake first happened, we thought it was all over,
all over, all over, because it was an earthquake, right?"
said David Chen, 63, a security manager at the hotel,
after he was rescued on Thursday.

"As we were leaving, rocks were still falling. We had to
navigate through the gaps between the falling rocks,
with the search and rescue team upfront," he added.

Chen's 85-year-old mother expressed her relief with tears
streaming down her face as they were reunited. For
some time, the family did not know if Chen had
survived the disaster."l was happy to see him. I was
happy when he returned. I didn't sleep at all last night
and couldn't eat anything," his mother Chen Lan-chih
said.

Music teacher charged with
taking teenagers on trips to
abuse them

US approved more bombs to Israel on day
strike killed Gaza aid workers: Report

World. The United States approved the
transfer of more bombs to Israel on the
same day when an Israeli airstrike
killed seven workers of World Central
Kitchen, a food charity in Gaza, a
Washington Post report said on
Thursday.Over a thousand more
bombs were approved for transfer to
Israel by the Biden administration,
three US officials told the Washington
Post. Seven aid workers, including a
dual citizen of the United States and
Canada, were killed in the Israeli
strike. The White House had described
President Joe Biden as "outraged and
heartbroken" by the attack in Gaza.
Biden was likely to bring up the need
for better protection for humanitarian
workers and for an increase in food
shipments in Gaza, a US official
said.“They were providing food to
hungry civilians in the middle of a
war,” Biden said. “They were brave
and selfless.”Over 1,000 MK82 500-
pound bombs, 1,000 small-diameter
bombs, and fuses for MK80 bombs,
were approved for transfer to Israel.
The authorisation for these arms was
made several years before the recent

Israel-Hamas war, the US officials told
the newspaper.The transfer of these

and Hezbollah. He said the weapons
were aimed at "avoiding more
conflicts".Notably, he had also
condemned the Israeli strike on the
Gaza aid convoy and had called the
workers who were killed "heroes".
| “We shouldn’t have a situation where
people who are simply trying to
help their fellow human beings are
themselves at graverisk,” he said.
| Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu had
also lamented the killing of the
NGO workers calling the incident
"tragic and unintended". However,
weapons took place sometime “prior”  healso said this "happens in wartime".
to the Israeli airstrike on a convoy of hree of those killed in the strike were
workers of the Gaza food charity, run  British nationals, one Australian, one
by celebrity chef Jose Andres.Itisnot  from Poland, one Palestinian and one
clear what type of ammunition was  dual citizen of the United States and
approved for transfer to Israel, but Canada.The aid workers were
according to Josh Paul, an ex-US arms  travelling in two armoured cars
expert, the small-diameter bombs  emblazoned with the WCK logo and
given to Israel by the US are "certainly  another vehicle.Despite coordinating
comparable". movements with the Israeli Defence
US Secretary of State Antony Blinkenon  Force, the convoy was hit as it was
Tuesday responded to questions onthe  leaving its Deir al-Balah warehouse
US State Department’s role in the  after unloading more than 100 tons of
transfer of arms, saying there are  humanitarian food aid brought to Gaza
"regional threats" to Israel from Iran  bysea, WCKsaid.

World. The music teacher's classes at the strict, no-
nonsense reform school in the woods of upstate New
York would seem to be a teenager's respite amid all the
rules, a place for expression and discovery.

But a criminal indictment unsealed Thursday portrayed

respect to Gaza will be determined & steadfast support for Israel in

that teacher as a domineering and abusive tyrant who,
during one-on-one trips away from school and outside
the state, raped his teenage students or forced them into
sexual activity.

The indictment follows years of lawsuits that have
portrayed the Family Foundation School, a small
boarding academy in rural Delaware County, as
something closer to an unsupervised, violent prison.

The teacher, Paul Geer, 56, was arrested Wednesday
evening in Hancock, New York, where he lives a short
distance from the site of the school, which closed in
2014. He was charged with six counts related to
bringing three different children across state lines to
engage in unlawful sexual activity.

Geer pleaded not guilty at an arraignment before a federal
magistrate judge in Syracuse, New York, on Thursday,
and was denied release pending a detention hearing set
for Monday.For former students at the school, his arrest
vindicated many years of online campaigns and legal
battles involving that place and, specifically, that man.

Liz Boysick, 41, identified as "Victim 2" in the
indictment, was 16 when Geer drove her to
Pennsylvania ahead of a class trip there and forced her
to perform oral sex in his van, she said. Decades later,
she was in court to see Geer in shackles during the
hearing.

Thursday to condition support for Israel's
offensive in Gaza on it taking concrete
steps to protect aid workers and civilians,
seeking for the first time to leverage US
aid to influence Israeli military
behaviour.Biden's warning, relayed in a
call with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Thursday, followed a
deadly Israeli attack on World Central
Kitchen aid workers that spurred new
calls from Biden's fellow Democrats to
place conditions on US aid to Israel.
Israel said the attack was a mistake.The
US president, a lifelong supporter of
Israel, has resisted pressure to withhold
aid or halt the shipment of weapons to the
country. His warning marked the first
time he has threatened to potentially
condition aid, a development that could
change the dynamic of the nearly six-
month-old war.Biden "made clear the
need for Israel to announce and
implement a series of specific, concrete,
and measurable steps to address civilian
harm, humanitarian suffering, and the
safety of aid workers," the White House
said of the leaders' phone call. It said the
call lasted about 30 minutes.The
president "made clear that US policy with

by our assessment of Israel’s
immediate action on these steps,"
the White House said in a
statement. Washington is Israel's
top weapons supplier and the Biden
administration has mostly provided
a diplomatic shield for it at the
United Nations.t a briefing after the
call, White House spokesperson
John Kirby declined to elaborate on
any specific changes the US would
make in its policy toward Israel and
Gaza.He said Washington hoped to
see an announcement of Israeli
steps in the "coming hours and days."By
suggesting a shift in US policy toward
Gazawas possible if Israel did not address
the humanitarian situation in the
Palestinian enclave,Biden channeled his
own frustration along with mounting
pressure from his left-leaning political
base in the Democratic Party to stop the
killings and alleviate hunger among
innocent civilians.Asked about possible
changes in US policy, Netanyahu
spokesperson Tal Heinrich told Fox
News: "I think it's something that
Washington will have to explain".

On Monday, Israel launched an attack that

killed seven workers with the World
Central Kitchen group, founded by
celebrity chef Jose Andres.Andres told
Reuters in an interview on Wednesday
that the Israeli attack had targeted his aid
workers "systematically, car by car.Israel
said on Thursday that it would adjust
tactics in the Gaza war after describing the
attack as the result of a misidentification
and that inquiry findings would be made
public soon.The White House had
described Biden as outraged and
heartbroken by the attack but, prior to
Thursday's call, the president had made
no fundamental change in Washington's

its conflict against Palestinian

Hamas terrorists.During the

call, Biden "underscored that

an immediate ceasefire is
essential to stabilise and
improve the humanitarian
situation and protect innocent
civilians," the White House
said. Biden urged Netanyahu
to empower his negotiators to
conclude a deal to bring home
hostages captured by Hamas
in its deadly October 7 attack that
triggered the Israeli offensive, itadded.

In Brussels, US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Israel "must meet this
moment" by surging humanitarian
assistance and ensuring the security of
those who provide aid."If we don't see the
changes that we need to see, there'll be
changes in our policy," Blinken told
reporters.

LASTSTRAW

Islamist fighters of the Palestinian militant
group Hamas attacked Israel on October
7, killing 1,200 people and seizing 253
hostages, according to Israeli tallies.
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MS Dhoni to bat higher vs
SRH Shane Watson backs
CSK to learn from
mistakes

Former Australia and Chennai all-rounder
Shane Watson said he believes the Super
Kings will not be hesitant to send MS Dhoni
higher-up the batting order, if an opportunity
arises in their much-awaited IPL 2024 match
against SRH in Hyderabad on Friday, April
5. Watson said CSK are known for working
on things that don't go their way and
expressed confidence that the 5-time
champions will bounce back from the defeat
in their previous encounter.Chennai are in
the top 4 of the IPL 2024 points table early in
the season, having won two of their first
three matches. The Super Kings were
comfortably outclassed by Delhi in
Visakhapatnam on March 31 as they failed
to chase 192 on a good batting pitch. Captan
Ruturaj Gaikwad and his opening partner
Rachin Ravindra failed at the top and
Chennai were playing catch-up in their
chase against Delhi, who opened their
account in IPL 2024 after surviving an MS
Dhoni scare.

While Ajinkya Rahane shone with a handy

knock, it was MS Dhoni who grabbed
headlines despite the Super Kings' defeat.
Dhoni walked into bat in the 17th over after
the likes of Ravindra Jadeja and young
Sameer Rizvi when the asking rate was 72
off 23 balls. Dhoni took fans down memory
lane with a vintage show of big-hitting, but it
was not enough for the Super Kings as they
fell short of Delhi's total by 20 runs.

Dhoni hit 3 sixes and 4 boundaries for his 17-
ball 36 not out, but it was too late for the
Super Kings. Dhoni batted at No. 8 in that
failed chase and Watson expects the Super
Kings not to repeat that mistake if they face a
similar situation in the coming games.

"CSK will be learning from the little things
that went wrong against the Delhi in their
last game and make the most of the things
that went incredibly well. One thing was
Dhoni, the way he batted, coming in late in
the game, which will mean that hopefully,
he'll move up the order when an opportunity
presents itself, because he batted as well as
I've seen him for a long time," Shane Watson
told JioCinema.The lessons that CSK
learned, that's the reason why they've been
so successful for so long because they'll find
out little elements they need to get better,
they need to execute better and where they
went wrong and they'll learn from that.

Rafael Nadal pulls out of Monte
Carlo Masters with injury. That

delays his clay-court preparations

MONACO. Rafael Nadal pulled out of the
Monte Carlo Masters on Thursday because
of a lingering injury, delaying the start of his
clay-court tournament preparation ahead of
the French Open and extending his absence
that began in January.The 37-year-old Nadal
had hip surgery last summer and has played
only three competitive matches — in
Brisbane before skipping the Australian
Open—this year.

Nadal has won the Monte Carlo Masters 11
times but announced on his social media
accounts that he won’t be ready to play when
the tournament starts next week.

———————
e ——

“My body simply won’t allow me,” the 22-
time Grand Slam champion said in a
statement.The Spaniard didn’t mention the
French Open — he’s won the clay-court
major a record 14 times — in his statement.
The Roland Garros tournament begins May
25.In early March, Nadal played an
exhibition match against Carlos Alcaraz in
Las Vegas but days later pulled out of the
Indian Wells tournament.

Chennaiyin beat Jamshedpur 2-1
to move into top-6 of ISL

CHENNAI. Chennaiyin FC registered a
thrilling 2-1 win over Jamshedpur FC here
on Thursday to keep their playoff hopes
alive in the Indian Super League here.

Rafael Crivellaro (52nd minute) and Rahim
Ali (59th) scored goals for the home team in
the second half of the match.Rei Tachikawa
(22nd) netted the only goal for Jamshedpur.

The Marina Machans are now sitting in sixth
place on the points table with 24 points from
20 matches.Chennaiyin began the match on
a positive note and secured a free-kick in the
10th minute.But Crivellaro's shot was
blocked in front of the goal.Jordan Murray's
attempt narrowly missed the left side of the
post in the 20th minute after Crivellaro
skilfully found him inside the 18-yard box
with a perfect flick. Two minutes later,
Tachikawa put the ball into the goal with a
header on the cross from Muhammed Uvais
to put the away team ahead in the contest.

«Erik ten Hag was left frustrated

GT let themselves down, should have
defended 200 vs PBKS: Vikram Solanki

«GI's Director Of Cricket Vikram
Solanki has said that the side let
themselves down in certain
aspects of the game as they let
the win slip from their hands

against PBKS on April 4. PBKS

pulled off a last over thriller to
win the match in Ahmedabad.

New Delhi. GT Director of Cricket, Vikram
Solanki, has said that they let themselves
down during the match against PBKS and
felt 200 should have been defended in the
end.What happened in the GT vs PBKS
match?Fans in the Narendra Modi stadium
were treated to a classic on Thursday as
PBKS secured a scintillating win. Shubman
Gill, captain of the Gujarat Titans,
showcased his batting prowess by scoring an
unbeaten 89 off 48 balls, leading his teamto a

W=

competitive total of 199/4.Despite Gujarat's
strong position, the Punjab Kings, driven by
remarkable innings from Shashank Singh
and Ashutosh Sharma, managed to chase
down the target. Ashutosh Sharma's

impactful knock of 31 runs in 17 balls
towards the end played a crucial role in
Punjab securing their second win of the
season by three wickets in a last-over
thriller.Shashank was the star of the show for

Impact Man Ashutosh Sharma: From breaking
Yuvraj's record to making IPL chance count

Punjab's Impact Substitute Ashutosh Sharma

said he was thrilled to have repaid the faith
that the PBKS management and support
staff showed in him after a sensational
match-winning knock against Gujarat in
Ahmedabad. 25-year-old Ashutosh and 32-
year-old Shashank Singh were the
unexpected heroes for PBKS as they
successfully chased down 200 against the
former champions at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in their IPL 2024 clash on
Thursday, April 4.Ashutosh Sharma said a
full domestic season with Railways helped
boost his confidence. Having played clutch
knocks in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
earlier this season, Ashutosh did not feel
pressure when he walked out to bat in his
maiden IPL innings in front of a massive
crowd at the world's largest cricket
stadium."Confidence was there because the

coaches and Punjab Kings management

believed in me a lot. They were backing me
alot. They told me 'you're such a player who
is capable of finishing games for us'. That
confidence, I carried. I went out to the
middle and applied it. I feel happy to have
repaid the faith shown by the coaches,"
Ashutosh told the press after Punjab stunned
Gujarat by 3 wickets.

attention of the world when he broke Yuvraj
Singh's T20 record for the fastest fifty by an
Indian. Ashutosh smashed a fifty off just 11
balls for Railways against Arunachal
Pradesh in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy. It
was a timely knock as he made sure Punjab
did not overlook him in the IPL auction that
followed.Ashutosh made his T20 debut for
Madhya Pradesh as early as 2018, but he
made his mark only after moving to
Railways. In only his 2nd game for
Railways, Ashutosh broke Yuvraj's record
and then went on to have a productive
maiden Ranji Trophy season, scoring a
hundred against Gujarat as recently as
January."I didn't let my thoughts wander

around. [ thought these are situations
that I have faced in Railways. I
thought I would consider this chase
as something similar and play. I had
a lot of confidence. The confidence
from winning games for my team in
Syed Mushtaq Ali gave me
confidence. 1 was telling myself 'l
willdoit"."

SHASHANK AND I DIDN'T
PANIC'

ADVERTISEMENT

It was in October that Ashutosh caught the - Aghyosh Sharma smashed 31 off 17 balls

hitting a six and 3 boundaries in his 43-run
stand with Shashank Singh, who won the
Player of the Match Award on Thursday.
The 25-year-old looked composed as
Punjab recovered from 150 for 6 to chase
down 200 and take their tally to 4 from 4
matches in the IPL 2024 points table.

"It was a very good innings from Shashank

Singh. i had confidence in him that he would
be able to pull it off. We both are pinch-
hitters. We had belief that we would win the
match. We both were very calm, we didn't
panic at all," Ashutosh said, lauding
Shashank for his match-winning
contribution.

Man United players didn’t make right decisions:
Ten Hag frustrated after Chelsea loss

by the individual errors made
by Manchester United in their 4-
3 loss to Chelsea on April 4,
Thursday. United lost the match
after conceding two sloppy
goals in the final minutes of the
match.

New Delhi. Manchester United coach Erik

Ten Hag expressed frustration and blamed

costly mistakes and poor decision-making
for his side conceding two stoppage-time
goals against Chelsea to lose 4-3 on
Thursday.Ten Hag said his team deserved to
win at Stamford Bridge, after rallying from a
two-goal deficit with a brace from Alejandro
Garnacho and a goal from Bruno
Fernandes.Individual errors, however, led

them to defeat just a few days after his team
conceded a last-gasp equaliser to Brentford
in a 1-1 draw to move further away from a
top-four Premier League finish. Man U now
sits at sixth with 48 points."I had the feeling
we were dominating the game, got ourselves
into a winning position, scoring great goals,"
Ten Hag told reporters."Then, in stoppage
time, we didn't manage to win. Of course it's

frustrating."We made individual
errors that cost us the game. The
players know their jobs and they
didn't make the right decisions.
We have to read when to keep the
ball, to pass, move and switch the
play when we are winning.

"In five days we dropped five
points. That is unacceptable. We
gave away a game we should
have won."The Dutch manager
said injury absences of key
players have dampened his
team's performance, but he is
confident his players will step up
on Sunday when they host
leaders Liverpool."(Raphael)
Varane, (Jonny) Evans, Also Casemiro we
have to take off. That doesn't help. You need
these types to show leadership and what to
do," he said.

"I don't know if they will play on Sunday. The
team will be there on Sunday. They have
character. They showed it today, fighting
ourselves into the game."

PBKS as he scored 61 offjust 29 balls and
remained unbeaten to see his side home in
the end. Speaking at the press conference
following the match, Solanki commented
on the loss and lamented the fact that GT
failed to capitalise on their good position
in the match.
IPL 2024 Points Table | Full Schedule
We should have defended the target:
Solanki
Speaking to the reporters, Solanki said that
the team let themselves down in certain
aspects. The GT Director of Cricket said
that while they did well with their fielding
in parts, some chances were put down and
that cost them in the end."The other team
is here to play as well. The other teams are
here to compete as well. We probably
should have defended 200. We were in a
good position. We probably let ourselves
down in certain aspects of the game. We
fielded very well in parts. I thought the
ground fielding was outstanding, but we
put some chances down. But you're right,
we should have defended it," said
Solanki.GT will now travel to Lucknow to
take on LSG at the Ekana stadium on April 7.
PBKS' next match will be at home against
SRH on April 9.

Electricity to stadium cut
on eve of IPL match

HYDERABAD: A day before the much-awaited

IPL clash between Sunrisers Hyderabad and
Chennai Super Kings in the city, the
Telangana State Southern Power Distribution
Company Limited (TSSPDCL) disconnected
power supply to the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium at Uppal on Thursday
afternoon citing non-payment of Rs 3.05 crore
in power bills.

The office bearers of the Hyderabad Cricket

Association (HCA) were told that the supply
would be restored only after the payment of
50% of the pending amount and the surcharge,
totalling Rs 1.63 crore. The dues have been
pending since 2015, the TSSPDCL added.

Meanwhile, electricity officials said the net

practice session of the two teams was held
under lights being powered by generators.
However, HCA sources asserted that the
power was disconnected for a short while and
insisted that the practice session was held
under lights using regular supply.

Currentrestored, game on: HCA
Late in the night, the HCA said that the

TSSPDCL resumed power supply to the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium at Uppal. It
added that the match between SRH and CSK

—gh‘ - Raen

would go on as scheduled. Meanwhile, a
power theft case has been filed against the
manager of the Uppal Stadium for using
electricity without paying the bills.

HCA delayed response, says TSSPDCL
The notice, issued by the Superintendent

Engineer, TSSPDCL, Operation Habsiguda
Circle on February 20, had requested the HCA
to clear the dues within 15 days but it was
ignored and the association failed to clear the
dues, TSSPDCL officials added.Authorities
alleged that despite multiple notices, the HCA
failed to settle outstanding payments or
respond to the notices, forcing them to
disconnect the power supply. A power theft
case has been filed against the Uppal Stadium
manager for using electricity without paying
the bills. Presently, the stadium is using
generators for power supply, officials said,
stressing the necessity of electricity for
hosting the match which is expected to be
attended by over 30,000 spectators.

SRH vs CSK, IPL Preview and Prediction:
Wounded Super Kings look to bounce

New Delhi. Chennai take a trip to Hyderabad

for their fourth IPL 2024 match of the season
and the two wounded sides will look to
bounce back in what promises to be a
blockbuster on Friday evening. The clash at
the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium
comes days after a record 523 runs were
scored when SRH posted the highest-ever
IPL total of 277 and MI came close with
246.1f Hyderabad offers another batting
beauty, both the Super Kings and the
SunRisers are equipped with the batting
firepower to make use of it. However, both
teams would want to make amends after their
much-famed batting units failed in their
previous encounter. While the Super Kings
failed to chase 191 against Delhi in Vizag,
SunRisers lost by 7 wickets after managing
just 162 on the board in their away game vs
Gujarat earlier in the week.All eyes will be
on the pitch at the Rajiv Gandhi International
Stadium as SunRisers head coach Daniel
Vettori said he expected 200 runs to be made

despite it being a black soil surface for
Friday's game. On the other hand, CSK
batting coach Michael Hussey said the
visiting team will assess the conditions well
and adapt accordingly, something he felt the
Super Kings did not do in Vizag.

"It looks a good pitch and historically it has

been a nice batting pitch here and we are
going to come with a clear mind and assess
the conditions and play accordingly. The
team that adapts the quickest will come out
on top," Hussey told the press on the eve of
the match.Chennai have to sort their
combination out quickly as they will be
without their left-arm pacer Mustafizur
Rahman, who has flown home to sort out visa
issues ahead of T20 World Cup. It gives an
opportunity for Chennai to bring back
Maheesh Theekshana or use someone like
Mitchell Santner, who has not had an
opportunity yet in IPL 2024. However,
Chennai will also be wary of the SunRisers

likes of in-form Abhishek Sharma, Heinrich
Klaasen and Aiden Markram.

On the other hand, SunRisers would want to
treat the defeat in Gujarat as a rare blip as
their batting has clicked with two scores of
200 and above, including the record-
breaking 277. The 2016 champions look a
settled unit which seems to have cracked the

team combination early i the season.
HEAD-TO-HEAD: SRH vs CSK

record against Hyderabad, having beaten
the 2019 champions 14 times out of 19
meetings. Chennai have won 5 of their last 7
meetings.

It remains to be seen if Chennai will bring
back Shardul Thakur to add a bit more
firepower to their pace-bowling line-up in
the absence of Mustafizur Rahman.
Shardul, who has returned to the Super
Kings for the first time since 2021, will be
keen on making a mark again with the
yellow team after having had a good
domestic season.

On the other hand, SunRisers would be looking

to make better use of their bench, which has
the likes of Umran Malik and Washington
Sundar waiting for opportunities.

SRH: Mayank Agarwal, Travis Head,

Abhishek Sharma, Aiden Markram, Heinrich
Klaasen, Washington Sundar, Shahbaz
Ahmed, Pat Cummins, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Mayank Markande, Jaydev Unadkat.

batting unit, which has spin destroyers of the  Chennai enjoy an incredible head-to-head [m pact Sub: Abdul Samad.
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Anasuya
Bharadway's

Offshoulder Thigh High Sl 0. 8
Dress Is The Perfect Party Qutfit

Indian film industry. Over the years, she has impressed the

audience with her exceptional acting skills. Apart from that, the
actress is also known for her impeccable fashion sense. Anasuya never
fails to leave a mark with her sartorial choices, leading to a massive fan
following on social media. She often keeps her Instagram feed updated
with pictures from her latest photoshoots. Recently, the actress uploaded
a series of pictures flaunting her new outfit. In the latest Instagram post,
Anasuya can be seen wearing a stylish grey slit-cut dress. Her outfit is
beautifully embroidered with golden linings and has frills on the sleeves. The
actress can be seen candidly posing for the cameras, as she has kept her tresses
open. She has opted for a light makeup look with a dark lip shade that adds a sense
of boldness to her look. For the accessories, Anasuya wore a pair of earrings and
matching stilettos that enhanced her overall look. She captioned the post, “I am
woman, I am fearless, I am sexy, I’'m divine, I’m unbeatable, I'm creative.
Honey, you can get in line, [ am feminine, [ am masculine, [ am anything [ want.
I can teach you, I can love you If you got it, goin’ on!”. She also thanked her
stylist, designer, hair and makeup team, and photographer in the captionAs
soon as the actress uploaded the picture, many of her fans bombarded the
comment section with words of praise. One of her fans commented, “Your
beauty is incomparable.” Another user wrote, “Youu look so gorgeous.
Completely agree with the caption.”

A few days ago, Anasuya Bharadwaj impressed her fans with a beautifully
patterned peach saree. The actress stylishly donned this simple saree
while she candidly posed for the camera. She can be seen flaunting her
tresses and has opted for a light makeup look. She captioned the post,
“Her messy hair is a unique attribute of her stubborn spirit. As she shakes
it free, she smiles, knowing wild is her favourite colour. — J. Iron Word.”

On the work front, she was last seen in the film Razakar: The Silent
Genocide of Hyderabad, in the role of Pochamma. The film was made
under the direction of Yata Satyanarayana. The actress is all set to reprise
herrole in Pushpa 2: The Rule, starring Allu Arjun, Rashmika Mandanna,
and Fahadh Faasil in the lead roles.

ﬁ nasuya Bharadwaj is a prominent actress and host in the South

alaika Arora

Grabs Eyeballs As She Steps Qut For Gym
In A Custom Made Doodle T-Shirt

i Malaika Arora stands out as one of the most stylish actresses in the entertainment world, renowned for her
¥

impeccable fashion taste. Her outfits frequently become viral sensations on social media platforms, no matter if

she dons ethnic, western or sartorial. Maintaining that trajectory, Malaika Arora stunned her fans once again

when she stepped out for her gym workout. However, this time, Malaika’s choice of outfit was a unique one.On Thursday,

k| popular paparazzo handle Viral Bhayani shared a clip of Malaika Arora, walking elegantly from her gym premises.

| . Unlike her previous gym outfits, Malaika opted for a white t-shirt which had a coloured doodle of herself imprinted on it.
Sh.e.palred the same Wlth a black yoga pants. Before T p e e — .

exiting the scene, Malaika even acknowledged the g I

paparazzi with a smile.

Malaika Arora stands apart from her contemporaries
not only due to her impeccable fashion sense but her
kindness and down-to-earth approach. Recently, a
video of the actress indulging in an act to help a kid
surfaced on social media. It shows Malaika saving
the kid from the dog who was trying to be playful
with the little boy. But, her gesture did not go down

; well with netizens who started calling out the

shutterbugs for portraying the dog in a bad light.In
the video, we can see Malaika taking the kid to a
corner in an attempt to save him from the dog. The
dog, while being playful with the kid, left him
scared. The actress arrived to comfort the young lad
pushing the dog aside gently with one of her hands
and took the young lad to a corner. Accompanying
the video was a caption that read, “Malaika’s presence of mind is OP as she saves a kid from dog pounce as the kid got
scared when the dog tried to be playful with him.”The video, soon after being shared, invited the wrath of netizens who
believed that the dog was not attacking the kid but was trying to play with the little boy instead.

Few days back, Malaika Arora celebrated Easter with beau Arjun Kapoor at her mother’s. In the video, Arjun can be seen
wearing a black T-paired with denim as he arrived at Malaika’s mother’s place for the celebration. He looked dapper with
abeard. The couple was accompanied by Malaika’s sister Amrita Arora for the gathering. A video of the lovebirds as they
whisked off in a car after the celebrations also made it to the Internet.

Vijay Deverakonda Has the
Sweetest Reaction as Mrunal

Thakur Falls On Her Knees to
Thank Telugu Fans

-Ilr..._ﬁ" -.
i

runal Thakur fell on her knees to express
her gratitude towards her fans. The

actress, who will be seen in the Telugu
film Family Star, was seen promoting the film
with Vijay Deverakonda. During the event,
Mrunal took the centre stage and thanked fans
for supporting her Telugu ventures. Mrunal
made her Telugu industry debut with Sita
Ramam and then signed on Hi Nana. Family Star
marks her third Telugu film. In a video shared on
X, Mrunal was seen thanking fans and the team
of Family Star for all the love.In the video,
Mrunal said, “To my Telugu fans, I want to not
say but do something for you all,” before she
went down on her knees and bowed down to
them. The gesture prompted a heartwarming
smile on Vijay’s face. She thanked them in
Telugu.“Today is such a special day for me and I
can’t even tell you, I can’t even describe it in
words, Sita Ramam, Hi Nana and now Family
Star... Parasuram Sir, thank you for not giving
up on me and casting me in this film. First 15
days were tough but later, in my head, in my
heart, I knew no one can play Indu like me. I love
Indu so much, I love everything this film, this
process. Vijay, it is every girl’s dream to work
with the Rowdy Vijay who is now going to be the
Family Star,” she said, before thanking the
supporting castand crew.

Famlly Star is directed by Parasuram Petla and co-

produced by Dil Raju and Shirish. For this film,

Vijay Deverakonda once again collaborates with
filmmaker Parasuram Petla, after the success of
the smash hit Geetha Govindam The project has
sparked intense interest, and fans are hoping for
another blockbuster collaboration from the
talented duo. Mrunal Thakur will also be seen
with Vijay Deverakonda on screen for the first
time.

CBFC Certifies Akshay Kumar-
Tiger Shroff's Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan U/A, Few Visuals
Blurred And Trimmed

kshay Kumar and Tiger Shroff’s film
film Bade Miyan Chote Miyan, set to

come out next week, has been rated U/A
by the Central Board of Film Certification.
Film analyst Taran Adarsh also revealed on X
(formerly Twitter) that the movie runs for 2
hours and 44 minutes (164 minutes). The
CBFC made this decision on Tuesday.Trade
analyst Taran Adarsh took to X and wrote,
“#Xclusiv... ‘BADE MIYAN CHOTE
MIYAN” R UN TIME ..
#BadeMiyanChoteMiyan certified ‘UA’ by
#CBFC on 2 April 2024. Duration: 164.00 min:
sec [2 hours, 44 min, 00 sec]. #India. Theatrical
release date: [Wed] 10 April 2024.According to
Bollywood Hungama, the CBFC has requested
the Bade Miyan Chote Miyan team to make
specific modifications in the film. As per the
report, 14 seconds of visuals were blurred
across three different scenes. That apart, a
scene around the 57-minute mark was trimmed
by 19 seconds, thus a reduction of 25%. In
another part of the movie, a brand name was
changed. Also, a disclaimer about alcohol
consumption was included in a scene. That
apart, the film’s team submitted a letter to the
CBFC explaining the use of signs, symbols,
uniform codes, and other details related to the
Armed Forces.

The action entertainer promises to be a visual

treat for fans and cinema lovers. Helmed by Ali
Abbas Zafar and backed by Jackky Bhagnani,
the film has generated quite a buzz around
itself. The makers have also dropped the trailer.
In the trailer, Akshay and Tiger go to great
lengths to protect the nation from a terrorist
attack. They perform intense stunts and deliver
impactful dialogues. Prithviraj Sukumaran
plays the antagonist, Kabir, who has hijacked a
potent, powerful and dangerous weapon and
Akshay Kumar and Tiger Shroff are entrusted
with the task of getting it back safely.Bade
Miyan Chote Miyan will be released in Hindji,
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and Kannada. The
film is scheduled to be released in theatres on
April 10 this year. The film also stars Manushi
Chhillar and Alaya F inkey roles.
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