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25 years 0f Kargil
War: Recalling the
blood spilt on
mountaintops

THERE is no greater medal of honour for war
reporting than a benign piece of shrapnel lodged
between the kidney and the pancreas. But unlike
an old soldier, I don’t want to retell the tale of the
shrapnel that nearly killed me and left me
grievously injured; but it is time to recall the
Kargil War — if we may call it a war. In a few
weeks, we would be commemorating the 25th
anniversary of shepherd Tashi Namgyal sighting
Pakistani regulars in Pathan outfits, digging
bunkers atop the Batalik mountain range.

The young officers and men who climbed 90-
degree rock faces to brave bullets turned the story
around to make Indians proud of their leadership.
What if Namgyal had fallen sick or broken his leg?
What if his yaks had not gone missing? (he was
apparently searching for the animals when he
sighted the incursion). These are questions that a
national security state needs to ponder over
before making Katchatheevu a political issue to
denigrate a leader who had redrawn the South
Asian map by tearing apart a hostile neighbour to
create a new nation altogether. In the era before
satellite pictures, a shepherd was all that the
Indian Army had to tell it about its biggest
intelligence blunder.All intelligence agencies,
including the military intelligence, failed in every
which way — forecasting, detecting, thwarting or
even ascertaining the number of intruders once
the transgression was detected by the shepherd. A
former commander of the mountain division that
fought the war said as much. This all-round
intelligence failure was neither acknowledged
nor punished. Militarily, the operation was
limited to an area starting from the Zoji La and
running 200 km eastwards on the Mushkoh-
Drass-Kargil-Batalik-Turtuk axis, focused on 5-
12 km of intrusion in the Batalik and Drass sectors
on Tololing, Tiger Hill and unnamed
mountaintops.The air operations were limited to
the Indian side of the Line of Control (LoC),
while the Navy was not involved at all. In that
sense, it was not a full-fledged war. The Indians
suffered a large number of casualties to get the
Pakistani men to vacate the mountaintops without
crossing the LoC or the international border. The
intruders had made a big tract of Indian territory
vulnerable. Any vehicle travelling on National
Highway 1A was in Pakistan’s crosshairs and any
establishment in the region could be targeted.
Even now, Pakistani trolls claim the possession of
Point 5353 that offers them an overview of the
area.It was a saga of sacrifice for 559 bravehearts
who laid down their lives climbing the
mountaintops like ants. Without opening fire,
Pakistanis could have killed them by simply
rolling down boulders and that was the battle
mostly about — soldiers climbing impossible
mountain faces. Still, if the Indians climbed the
mountains, engaged with the enemy, fought them
and threw even the last intruder out, it is a story
that has to be retold many times. It is a story of
discipline, integrity and complete commitment to
the nation of those officers and men who staked
their lives valorously.Ideally, the first in this
series of articles should have been the personal
account of the man who was involved in clearing
the Tololing ridge and then capturing the Tiger
Hill. He is still angry about not being given even a J
rough idea about the number of intruders, about
having to see his closest comrade die in his arms,
about being pushed into combat without any
preparation, about logistics and just about
everything else. But he decided to keep quiet.
There are a lot of stories of Kargil that still have
not been told, despite the many books, movies and
opinion pieces that have been published in the
past 25 years.This Thursday, a British newspaper
published a news story about Indian intelligence’s
alleged involvement in eliminating Pakistani
terrorists in their country. Still, there 1s a lot more
to be heard about Pakistani perfidy in inviting
then Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
forabusride on February 19, when it was actively
organising the Kargil intrusion. Going by various
accounts, the number of intruders varied from 1
1,500 to 5,000, making it indeed a massive
operation.

To

HOW much money does an average family need to live
comfortably in a big city in India? Rent in a middle-class
neighbourhood would not be less than Rs 30,000. School
fees and education (including books, uniforms and
private tuition) will be another Rs 8,000. Tech expenses
like phones, laptops and mobile and broadband bills
would average another Rs 4,000. Health and medical
insurance would be roughly Rs 3,000 per month. A home
help would not work for less than Rs 5,000. Petrol bills
would be another Rs 2,500 or even more. Food —
including eating out or ordering in — would be at least
Rs 15,000. Electricity would cost at least Rs 2,500 if one
had to run geysers in the winter and air conditioners in
the summer. Add to this the average cost of durables such
as cars, refrigerators, washing machines, TV sets, air
conditioners, geysers and mixer-grinders, which could
easily add another Rs 5,000 to the monthly expenses. If
you add up all these expenses, then a comfortable
middle-class lifestyle would cost about Rs 75,000 to
80,000 per month. So, if a family wants to invest in a
house or save for the future, they would have to earn at
least Rs 1 lakh a month.

How many families in India earn that kind of money?
Back-of-the-envelope calculations based on the
estimates made by the Paris-based World Inequality Lab
suggest that families at the 90th percentile make roughly
Rs 1 lakh per month. So, one could say that households
that are above that threshold account for the bulk of
consumption in India. That would be about 40 to 45
million families. Out of these, most would spend a large
part of their money on basic goods and services and
provide a very small replacement demand for white
goods and durables. To invest in big-ticket items, a
family would not only have to have cash flow but also
savings and assets of at least Rs 10 lakh. Again, using the
same data, we can estimate that only those in the top 5 per
cent of Indian families have that kind of wealth. That is
roughly 20 to 22 million families.

THE Congress has unveiled its manifesto
(‘Nyay Patra’) for the General Election, |
with the focus on ensuring comprehensive ?

justice by addressing pressing issues such

as unemployment, poverty, healthcare,
farmers’ welfare and social inequality.

party has promised several measures — the
creation of jobs, the provision of relief for
students burdened by educational loans and
filling nearly 30 lakh vacancies in Central
Government departments.
proposal
apprenticeship to every diploma holder or
graduate below the age of 25 reflects its
commitment to creating opportunities for
the youth and fostering skill development.
It has also announced a plan to provide a

Work out measures to streamline the grant of bail

Even in cases not involving political rivalry, bail remains a distant prospect for many accused persons.

RECENT developments in bail-related court cases are

reminiscent of the context in which the provision for
anticipatory bail was first deemed necessary. The Law
Commission of India, in its 41st report (September 24,
1969), examined the steadily increasing tendency of
politicians to try to implicate their rivals in false cases.
The objective of such actions was to disgrace and shame
them in the eyes of the public. The Commission asserted
that even in other circumstances, it was hardly justified
to arrest and detain in custody a person who was not
likely to abscond or misuse his liberty. In Gurbaksh
Singh Sibbia vs State of Punjab (1980), the Supreme
Court recognised that there may be situations wherein
the police are not free agents and may be used to harass
or humiliate opponents. It stated: “That can even take the
form of the parading of a respectable person in
handcuffs, apparently on way to a court of justice. The
foul deed is done when an adversary is exposed to social
ridicule and obloquy, no matter when and whether a
conviction is secured or is at all possible.”

These words have proved to be prescient in the run-up to

the General Election. Leaders of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) are being placed under arrest one by one by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED), which is controlled by
the Central Government. The arrests have taken place
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002,
which has more stringent conditions for the grant of bail
than for ordinary offences. Section 45 of the Act
provides that a court may grant bail to an accused if it is
satisfied that firstly, there are reasonable grounds for
believing that the accused is “not guilty of such offence”
and secondly, that the accused is “not likely to commit
any offence while on bail”. It is apparent that these ‘twin
tests’ can only be satisfied on an examination of the case
on its merits. However, at the bail hearing of AAP leader
Sanjay Singh on April 2, the apex court indicated to the
ED that if bail was opposed, it would have to pass an
order that may adversely affect the case of the
prosecution at the trial. The prosecution decided not to
oppose the bail plea, and the court passed an order stating
that the ‘concession’ of granting bail to Singh would not
be treated as a precedent, and that no comments were
being made on the merits of the case.The highest
constitutional court of the land must ensure that justice is
done in every respect. If there seems to be an absence of
sufficient evidence, prima facie, proving the guilt of the
accused, the same must be recorded. Non-recording of
reasons also deprives the co-accused, who stand on a
similar footing, of using the grant of bail as a precedent
to get respite.The AAP arrests have been made in the
Delhi excise policy case. The policy was implemented in
November 2021. The Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi
recommended a CBI probe into the case in July 2022.
The issue has been in the public domain for almost two
years. Certainly, no question of tampering with the

tackle the scourge of unemployment, the

The party’s
to provide one-year

egal guarantee for procurement at the

minimum support price, aiming to safeguard the interests
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evidence or influencing witnesses arises so late in the
day.Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has been
arrested in this case. The ostensible reason given is that
he did not cooperate with the investigating agency in the
inquiry. However, it is a fundamental right under Article
20(3) of the Constitution that no one can be forced to
testify against oneself. Hence, the justification for the
necessity of his arrest does not hold water. This series of
events should lead to introspection on the
implementation of bail provisions in special Acts where
“jail is the rule and bail is the exception”. The police hold
wide discretion in their power of arrest, which increases
the scope of this power being used arbitrarily at the
behest of the ruling party. This underscores the urgent
need for reforms to make the police force more
accountable.Even in cases not involving political
rivalry, bail remains a distant prospect for many accused
persons. This is in spite of the legal presumption of
innocence until one is proven guilty and convicted. For
an undertrial to be deprived of his liberty for years on
end, merely on the suspicion of having committed an
offence, is a harsher punishment than any envisioned in
law. In 2022, in a landmark judgment in Satender Kumar
Antil vs CBI, the Supreme Court voiced deep concern
over the massive population of undertrial prisoners
languishing in India’s jails. The court, in no uncertain
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terms, criticised the conduct of investigation agencies
which automatically oppose bail, terming it a ‘vestige of
colonial India’. The danger of democratic India being
seen as a repressive police state was highlighted. The
court went on to lay down guidelines for the grant of bail
in four categories of offences, and asked the government
to consider introducing a separate Act to streamline the
grant of bail. The Satender Kumar Antil vs CBI judgment
is part of a long line of judgments that firmly base the
grant of bail on the premise of the right to life and liberty.
However, this often does not translate to implementation
on the ground. The prevailing judicial principles must be
strictly followed, and courts should have the latitude to
grant bail generously, unless the accused poses a threat to
society or to the ongoing investigation. However, in the
case of convicts, bail should be allowed sparingly. The
practice of using statements made by other co-accused or
suspects in police custody to make a case for denial of
bail must also cease. A statement under Section 161 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, is inadmissible as
evidence, apart from the limited purposes of cross-
examination or when such statements lead to the
discovery of other incriminating evidence. It follows
that such statements can certainly not be used to deny
bail to an accused person, unless corroborated by legally
admissible evidence.

Agnipath scheme and the adoption of
the Rajasthan model of cashless
insurance for universal healthcare. The
pledge to provide a national minimum
wage of Rs 400 per day highlights the
party’s emphasis on inclusive growth
and social justice. The proposed
Mahalakshmi scheme, which would
offer Rs 1 lakh per year to every poor
family, marks a significant step towards
| poverty alleviation.

However, the grand old party needs to go
°all out to retain its support base and
regain credibility. Facing competition
from allies within the INDIA bloc, the
Congress has its work cut out. Even as
the road ahead is challenging for the
party, a strong leadership can help other
Opposition parties finetune their

manifestos.

Where Indian entrepreneurs can make money
Various estimates and surveys show that the size of this consuming class has been more or less stagnant for the past 15 years.

So, if you are an entrepreneur selling a service, you can

expect to be able to get roughly 70 to 80 million
customers spread across 45 million homes. If you want to
sell goods that are relatively expensive, your target
customer base will not be more than 20 to 30 million.
These numbers are more or less consistent with what
successful startups have managed. For instance, in 2022-
23, Zomato had about 58 million unique customers
(some of whom, admittedly, would belong to the lower-
middle income groups), while Blinkit serviced 20
million users in November last year. Even telecom
companies that learnt the hard way that acquiring low-
paying users could lead to losses are now targeting ‘high-
value customers’ to enhance their earnings.

Various estimates and surveys show that the size of this

consuming class has been more or less stagnant for the
past 15 years. While the share ofthe top 5 to 10 per cent in
the total national income has steadily grown, others
below them have not been able to increase their

consumption levels. This has shown up in crucial
industries, such as automobiles: domestic passenger car
sales, which grew at an annual rate of 12 per cent in the
15 years between 1992-93 and 2007-08, grew at just 2.5
per cent annually in the subsequent 15 years. India
produced 11.1 million refrigerators in 2012-13 and 12.3
million in 2019-20, despite the fact that refrigerators are
now bought even by better-off households in semi-rural
areas.If one looks at it from this standpoint, almost every
large service provider and manufacturer has reached a
saturation point. There is very little room for expansion,
other than the rate at which the income of these top 5 to
10 per cent of households grows and any replacement
demand that they generate. Anyone who wants to make
big money in India, therefore, has to find a niche market
with very high margins and steady revenues. And that is
where the rich come in.The average monthly income of
families between the 98th and 99th percentile (just below
the top 1 per cent of Indians) is about Rs 5 lakh per

month. These people live in plush homes in tony
neighbourhoods, eat at expensive restaurants, buy
organic vegetables, use boutique ayurvedic shampoos
and soaps, travel abroad for their holidays and send their
kids to the most exclusive schools in India. There are
about 4.5 million families who collectively earned about
Rs 23 lakh crore in 2023-24.Above them are another 4.5
million families who are ultra-rich, with an average
income of about Rs 15 lakh per month. These people are
of very limited value to Indian companies because their
consumption basket overwhelmingly consists of
imported goods, from the almond milk and muesli they
eat for breakfast to the bath gels and shampoos they use
in the shower. They buy the most expensive foreign cars
and decorate their homes with expensive imported
furniture and lamps. Their biggest contribution to
domestic consumption is probably in the form of the
infrastructure they use — expensive toll roads, air travel
and high-speed broadband. Their bigger role in aggregate
demand is in the form of their investments in factories
and offices and the inputs they consume — real estate,
construction material, machinery, high-speed Internet,
road and rail freight, shipping cargo, electricity,
computers, cement, iron and steel. This is why the ultra-
rich spur investment in international quality
infrastructure — shiny offices, smart cities, bullet trains,
super-fast highways. Most of these are entirely out of
reach of not just the poor but even the lower-middle-
income groups because they carry a hefty service fee. For
instance, the new Atal Setu bridge that links Sewri and
Nhava Sheva in Mumbai carries a one-way toll of Rs
250.At the macro level, this concentration of wealth will
make several industries highly profitable — high-value
realty, infrastructure, banking, finance and insurance,
luxury travel, hospitality and entertainment. Any young
entrepreneur who wants to make money has this highly
concentrated market to tap. The volumes will not be
high, but the very high profit margins will make up for it.
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/th Pay Commission: Central
Govt Revises Employees’
Allowances -- Read In Detail

New Delhi. It is good news for you if you are a central
government employee and a pensioner. The union
government has announced revisions to six key
allowances under the 7th Pay Commission
dispensation. The Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) released an Office Memorandum
(OM) on April 2, 2024 regarding the revisions. Child
Education Allowance

Child Education Allowance has been revised, now
standing at 25 percent of the allowance when the
employee's DA reaches 50 percent. The maximum
allowance for Child Education/Hostel Subsidy applies
to two children, with a hostel subsidy amounting to Rs
6,750 per month. (Also Read: China May Use Al
Content To Influence Lok Sabha Polls, Warns
Microsoft Report)

In cases of disabled children, the allowance is
doubled.

Risk Allowance

For employees engaged in hazardous duties, the Risk
Allowance has been revised. This allowance, provided
to mitigate health risks associated with certain job
roles, is not considered as part of the employee's regular
pay.

Night Duty Allowance

The 7th Pay Commission recommendations have
updated the Night Duty Allowance (NDA). Employees
eligible for NDA must have a basic salary of Rs 43,600
per month. The calculation of NDA is based on the basic
pay and dearness allowance rates specified by the
Commission.

Special Allowance

Special Allowance for Parliament Assistants has been
increased by 50 percent for those fully engaged in
Parliament duties during its sessions. The revised rates
apply for each calendar month, with adjustments made
for shorter sessions.

Over Time Allowance

Ministries/Departments are tasked with compiling
rosters of 'Operational Staff' eligible for Overtime
Allowance, without any upward adjustment in rates.
Biometric attendance may be used to streamline
procedures and ensure transparency in overtime work
scheduling.

Special Allowance For Women With Disabilities

To support female employees with disabilities, especially
those with young children or children with disabilities,
a special allowance of Rs 3,000 per month will be
provided. This allowance will be disbursed from the
birth of the child until the child reaches two years of
age.

Incredible India': UNGA
President Dennis Francis
lauds digitalisation,
infrastructure investment in
India

UNITED NATIONS: UN General Assembly President
Dennis Francis has lauded India's use of digitalisation
that has helped achieve financial inclusion and poverty
reduction, underlining that this gives the country a
"comparative advantage" and its lessons can be shared
with the global community.

"Let me say first of all that since I've been to India, every
time I think of India, I think 'Incredible India'. And I
mean this in all earnest ....And I saw it when I was there.
The specific example to which I can refer is India's use of
digitalisation," Francis, President of the 78th session of
the UN General Assembly, told PTI in an exclusive
interview here.

He referred to the country's tourism tagline of 'Incredible
India.'

Francis was in India from January 22-26 this year on an
official visit, during which he held a bilateral meeting
with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in New
Delhi and also travelled to Jaipur and Mumbai.

During the wisit, his interactions with government
officials, civil society members and think tanks focused
on issues such as sustainability, multilateralism,
accessibility, and digital public infrastructure.

The UN leader lauded India's use of digitalisation to
alleviate poverty and bring millions of people into the
formal economic system "simply through the use of a
handset and a digitalisation model."

He underscored that digitalisation is important because it
is "productive, it drives cost down, makes economies
more efficient, makes things cheaper."

He cited the example of digitalisation helping Indian
women, and farmers across the length and breadth of the
country and in far-flung places to negotiate their prices,
deal with banks and make payments without having to
leave their homes, farmlands or areas."All of this is
helping to make the economy of India much more
competitive. So I think this is an area in which India
clearly has a comparative advantage and has lessons that
can be shared with the international community."Francis
also pointed out that during his visit to India, he was
impressed with the level of investments being made in
infrastructure development across the country.

Delaporte quits as Wipro CEQ,
Srinivas Pallia is new chief

NEW DELHI. Indian IT major Wipro Saturday
announced the resignation of Thierry Delaporte as CEO
and named Srinivas Pallia as the new Chief Executive
Officer of the company, effective immediately.

The announcement comes days before the Bengaluru-
headquartered company is scheduled to announce its Q4
and full-year earnings for 2023-24 on April 19. Wipro
has been trailing its peers on the performance front with
subdued report card and weak guidance and saw a spate
of senior-level departures, including CFO Jatin Dalal and
chief growth officer Stephanie Trautman, last year.

According to a Wipro release, Pallia brings to the CEO role
extensive institutional and industry knowledge, as well
as a strong track record of leadership through some of the
most significant technological shifts the industry has
seen.In a BSE filing Saturday, Wipro said its board noted
the resignation of Delaporte with effect from April 6,
2024, and went on to add that he will be relieved from
employment of the firm with effect from the close of
business hours on May 31, 2024."At their meeting on
April 6, 2024..pursuant to the recommendation of
Nomination and Remuneration Committee, the board
approved appointment of Srinivas Pallia as the CEO and
MD of the company with effect from April 7, 2024, for a
period of five years, subject to the approval of
shareholders and the central gove t as may be applicable
(sic)," Wipro informed in an exchange filing.

The championship resumes in a fortnight's time
with the Chinese Grand Prix in Shanghai.

IMD predicts hotter summer,
triggers rally in some stocks

Air cooler, AG, refrigerator
company stocks surge

Voltas, Blue Star, Whirlpool among

rallying stocks

New Delhi The Indian Meteorological

Department’s (IMD) prediction of a hotter
summer has already led to a rally in stocks
of some listed companies on Dalal
Street.Companies that manufacture air
coolers, air conditioners (AC), and
refrigerators have surged after the IMD
said last week that the country would
experience hotter-than-usual temperatures
till June.Some stocks that have witnessed
an initial rally are Voltas, Blue Star,
Havells India, Johnson Controls-Hitachi
Air Conditioning India, Whirlpool and
Crompton Greaves Consumer Electricals
Ltd.Shares of all the above-mentioned

companies gained in the past trading
session, with Blue Star, Voltas, Johnson
Controls-Hitachi Air Conditioning India
and Whirlpool rising in the range of 5-15%
in the past five trading sessions.Geojit
Financial Services strategist Gaurang Shah
told Bloomberg News that demand for
consumer durables and white good
appliances are expected to

increase.Analysts anticipate that shares of

companies producing ACs and air coolers

will experience more significant gains
compared to those manufacturing other
consumer durables like fans, refrigerators,

and power generators.Companies
manufacturing ACs expect double-digit
growth this year, news agency PTI
reported recently. More precisely, the top
manufacturers expect up to 25% growth
this year, with stronger contributions from
tier-3 towns and smaller
centres.Meanwhile, estimates shared by

industry body ICRA suggest that the AC
industry will expand by 15-20%. All these
factors are likely to boost stock prices of
AC manufacturing companies during the
summer months.Other stocks in
focusAdditionally, the demand for ice
cream, soda, and certain dairy products is
expected to rise during the summer. Some
of the stocks that are likely to be in focus
are Hindustan Unilever, ITC, Varun
Beverages (bottler for PepsiCo Inc),
Vadilal Industries, and more.Meanwhile,
shares of energy companies are also likely
to benefit during the peak summer period
when power demand rises significantly. In
such a scenario, shares of companies such
as Adani Power and Reliance Power,
which operate thermal power plants, will
also be in focus.(Disclaimer: The views,
opinions, recommendations, and
suggestions expressed by
experts/brokerages in this article are their
own and do not reflect the views of the
India Today Group. It is advisable to
consult a qualified broker or financial
advisor before making any actual
investment or trading choices.)

Slow job market nixes India’s growth story

New Delhi. For India there are strong
growth indicators. The World Bank has
revised its projections for GDP growth
to 7.5 percent for 2024, a whopping 1.2
percent above its earlier forecast.
Coupled with a projection of 6.1 percent
growth for 2025, India comes away as
the fastest growing economy in South
Asia over the next two years.In tackling
poverty too, NITI Aayog numbers
indicate that nearly 25 crore people were
lifted up from poverty since 2014, with
‘multidimensional’ poverty declining to
11.3 percent, from 29 percent a decade
ago in 2014.The Achilles heel however
appears to be the growing
unemployment and inequality. These
speed bumps may cripple the country’s
transformation into a fully developed
economy. In this context, a new World
Bank report ‘Jobs for Resilience’ has
been highlighted by the Financial
Times. The daily points out the target of
becoming a developed nation by 2047 —
underlined by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi — may remain a ‘distant dream’
without reforms to boost employment.

No-reform scenario

The World Bank’s chief economist and
author of the report, Franziska
Ohnsorge,is quoted calling India a “no-
reform scenario” where employment
growth was exceptionally weak
compared to other emerging markets
and developing economies.

The report says the employment ratio in
India declined by more than in any other
south Asian country in the 2000-2022
period, with the exception of Nepal.
‘Employment ratio’ refers to the labour
force currently employed against the
total working-age population of a

International Labour Organisation
(ILO), from its India Employment
Report 2024, that the youths in the total
unemployed pool constituted a massive
83 percent. On the other hand, the size of
the elderly is set to rise to over 20
percent of the population by 2050. The

region.Employment growth has not kept
pace with working-age population
growth. The region (South Asia)
employs only 59 percent of its working-
age population compared with 70
percent in other emerging market and
developing economies,” says the
foreword of the report.Calling it a
“missed opportunity”, Ohnsorge said:
“It’s almost like the demographic
dividend is being squandered.” She was
referring to the large youthful working
age population that is a bonus for a
country as compared to a very large
ageing population which is non-
productive and a drag on the economy.lt
1s indeed startling to learn from the UN’s

point is India has a relatively small
window to reap the ‘demographic
dividend’ before it enters the cycle of a
ageing population.A major reason for
the slow growth in employment is the
lack of investment by the private
sector. In his foreword to the
Resilience in Jobs’ report, Marting
Raiser, VP-South Asia Region, points
out: “More than elsewhere, growth
momentum in South Asia has been
driven by the public sector while
private investment growth has been
weak. Without a thriving private sector,
job creation is likely to continue on a
weaker path than in other emerging
market and developing economies.”The
latest data on private equity deals in
India corroborates this. Private equity
(PE) investments have fallen to a 6-year
low at $24.2 billion in the financial year
ending March 2024.Compared to the
previous year 2022-23, investments
through PE deals are down 47 percent
compared to FY23, when deals worth
$45.8 billion were signed. Among other
reasons, geopolitical uncertainties and
volatile conditions had reduced liquidity
in the international markets.

FPIs Withdraw Rs 325 Crore From
Indian Equities So Far In April

FPls have made a net
investment of Rs 1,215 crore
in the debt market during the

period under review.

New Delhi. FPIs have turned cautious as
they pulled out Rs 325 crore from Indian
equities in the first week of this month
owing to relatively high valuations and
the upcoming general elections.

The net outflow came after a staggering
investment of Rs 35,000 crore in March
and Rs 1,539 crore in February, data
with the depositories showed. Going
ahead, Geojit Financial Services Chief
Investment Strategist VK Vijayakumar
said the US 10-year yield has spiked to

4.4 per cent, which will impact FPI
(foreign portfolio investor) investment
flows 1into India in the near
term.However, FPI selling will be
limited despite the high US bond
yields since the Indian stock market is
bullish and has been setting new
records consistently, he added.
Smallcase Manager and Senior
Research Analyst at Capitalmind
Krishna Appala believes that FPIs
might return post-elections or upon
early signs of a US Fed rate
reduction.According to the data with the
depositories, FPIs withdrew Rs 325
crore from Indian equities this month
(till April 5). "Relatively high valuations
and the looming general elections have
made FPIs cautious, leading them to
hold back from aggressive investments
in the equity markets at this juncture,"
Appala said.On the other hand, FPIs

have made a net investment of Rs 1,215
crore in the debt market during the
period under review. Indian government
securities (G-Sec) 10-year yield
standing at 7.1 per cent and the US 10-
year at 4.3 per cent present a compelling
case for FPIs. The risk-reward ratio is
prompting them to shift their focus from
equities to the higher yields offered by
bond instruments in the US and India.

Moreover, FPIs have been pumping
money into the debt markets for the past
few months, driven by the upcoming
inclusion of Indian government bonds in
the JP Morgan Index.They invested Rs
22,419 crore in February, Rs 19,836
crore and Rs 18,302 crore in January. JP
Morgan Chase And Co, in September
last year, announced that it will add
Indian government bonds to its
benchmark emerging market index from
June 2024.

Vodafone Idea Granted Board
Approval To Raise Rs 2,075
Crore From Aditya Birla Group

New Delhi. Vodafone Idea (VI), amid its financial
challenges has taken a significant step towards
addressing its debt burden. The board of the
telecom operator has given the green light to a
proposal aimed at raising 72075 crore from its
promoter, the Aditya Birla Group, as disclosed in
a regulatory filing on Saturday.The company
stated in a regulatory filing that it plans to seek
approval from shareholders during an
extraordinary general meeting scheduled for May
8 regarding the proposed measures. (Also Read:
India's Food Processing Sector Poised To Reach
USD 535 Billion By 2025-26)Further, the
company in its filing mentioned “The Vodafone
Idea board has approved issuance of up to
1,395,427,034 equity shares of face value of ?10
each at an issue price of ?14.87 per equity share
(including a premium of ?4.87 per equity share),
aggregating to ?2,075 crore to Oriana
Investments Pte. Ltd (Aditya Birla Group entity
forming part of the promoter group), on a
preferential basis,"The filing also stated that the
board has given its approval for raising the
authorized share capital of the company. This
increase involves raising it from the current
275,000 crore, which is divided into ?70,000
crore of equity share capital and ?5,000 crore of
preference share capital, to ?1 lakh crore.

The increased authorised share capital of the
company will be divided into ?95,000 crore
equity share capital and ?5,000 crore preference
share capital. The company received shareholders
nod for raising up to 220,000 crore by issuance of
securities in an extraordinary general meeting
(EGM) held on April 2.

Vodafone Idea has plans to raise ?45,000 crore
through a mix of equity and debt as it seeks to
match services offered by rivals Reliance Jio and
Bharti Airtel and arrest an alarming and
prolonged subscriber churn. The fundraise will
arm VIL to improve competitive positioning in
the Indian telecom market, where it trails Jio and
Bharti Airtel, by a wide margin.

In February this year, the company’s board
approved raising up to 720,000 crore in equity
from promoters and other investors by June, as it
looked to shore up finances for the much-delayed
5G rollout and strengthening 4G
services. Vodafone Idea, in which the government
now also holds over 33% equity stake, has been
fighting a desperate battle for survival. It has a
debt of 72.1 lakh crore, and is reporting quarterly
losses due to falling subscriber base. Trai’s latest
data showed that Vodafone Idea continued to
bleed on the subscriber front.

VIL lost 15.2 lakh wireless subscribers, plunging its
mobile subscriber base to 22.15 crore in January,
in sharp contrast to subscriber gains by Jio and
Airtel.

Hybrids outpacing‘costly’ EVs

—

Range anxiety and high
upfront cost of electric

vehicles remain big deterrent

for many

outsold electric PVs. Hybrid
vehicles sales stood at 52,500 units
between October 2023 and April
2024 as against EV sales of 48,000
units during the same period.For
FY24, the gap between the two was
10,000 units. EV sales, despite new
launches, fell short of 1 lakh mark P
at about 99,000 units while hybrids
sold at about 89,500. The market

[T

widespread charging infra.

“Hybrids don’t require
charging...Itruns on battery on
urban cycle for nearly 40% of
the time. The battery is being
charged by the regenerative
braking power and because it is
done automatically, consumers
don’t have to charge,” said
Srivastava.

NEW DELHI. The popularity of hybrid
vehicles in the domestic car market has
seen a sharp surge over the past one year or
so and a large section of consumers who
were fence-sitting to buy an electric
vehicle (EV) are now opting for a hybrid
model.“For long time, I was confused
between Nexon EV and Grand Vitara
SUV as my budget ranged between Rs 18-
23 lakh. After much thought, I decided to
go for Grand Vitara strong hybrid model.
It has more space, strong road presence
and eliminates range anxiety -related
concerns,” said Aman Sharma, a
Bengaluru-based IT sector employee.

Like Sharma, range anxiety and the high
upfront cost of e-cars remain a deterrent
for many to shift from internal combustion
engine (ICE) to battery-powered vehicles.
The surge in demand for hybrids after
back-to-back launches by Toyota and
Maruti Suzuki has given them a choice. In
the past six months, passenger vehicles
(PVs) with hybrid technology have

share of hybrid vehicles in the 4.23
million Indian PV market rose from
0.5% in December 2022 to 2.1% in
March 2024. The increased
adoption of hybrids is not only
limited to India. The US and China
are also seeing a growing
preference for hybrids, forcing big
carmakers to rethink their aggressive EV
transition. As per reports, US electric
carmaker Tesla missed its delivery
estimates for March quarter while hybrid
car sales grew in double-digits.

Hybrids addressing shortcomings of EVs

A hybrid vehicle combines two or more
different power sources, an internal
combustion engine (usually gasoline) and
an electric motor. These vehicles improve
fuel efficiency and reduce emissions by
using the electric motor to assist engine
during acceleration and to power the
vehicle at low speeds, while the engine
powers the vehicle at higher speeds and

recharges the battery.

Shashank Srivastava, executive committee
member of Maruti Suzuki India (MSIL),
said the reason for slower adoption of EVs
is the reason for faster adoption of hybrids.
“The cost acquisition of EV is still high
even as it has come down a bit. Electric
sedans are priced at 1.6 to 1.7 times than
its ICE counterpart. For SUVs, the ratio
may be 1.35to 1.45.

It is pretty high and this is one big reason,”
he added. He said the second reason is
range anxiety, which is always there
among consumers. The fear of being left
with a dying battery before reaching
destination can be addressed by

Hybrids to stay and thrive

Rohan Kanwar Gupta, vice-
President & sector head,
corporate ratings at ICRA, says
hybrid cars are seen as an
intermediate step in the
ongoing transition to EVs, with
range anxiety getting

addressed, even as the upfront cost is also

not that materially higher.

“As such, sales of hybrid cars have been

outpacing electric car over the recent past;
the same trend is expected to continue
over near term, till a fall in battery prices
and improved product launches lead to an
acceleration in EV adoption,” added
Gupat.ICRA estimates EV penetration in
the PV segment to reach levels of 4-6% in
FY25 and increase to levels of 15% by
FY30. MSIL too expect by 2023 their
powertrain mix will be 15% EVs, 25%
hybrids and the balance 60% of mix of
CNG, gasoline and other options.
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Sharad Pawar, Uddhav Thackeray Fighting For Political Survival

The challenge is tougher for Uddhav Thackeray and Sharad Pawar as they are out of power and have lost control of their parties.

Mumbai. As the campaign for the Lok Sabha
elections gathers momentum, Sharad Pawar
and Uddhav Thackeray, the leaders of two
prominent regional parties in Maharashtra,
are fighting a battle for political
survival.The polls are also an acid test for
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and his
deputy and NCP chief Ajit Pawar as they
have cast their lots with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) by splitting their respective
parties.But the challenge is tougher for
Uddhav Thackeray and Sharad Pawar as
they are out of power and have lost control of
their parties -- Shiv Sena and Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), respectively -- along
with the original name and electoral symbol.

The Election Commission and the
Maharashtra assembly speaker have
recognised the Ajit Pawar-led NCP and
Shinde-led Sena as the real NCP and the real
Shiv Sena.Senior journalist and political
analyst Prakash Akolkar told PTI that both
the leaders need to put up an impressive
performance in the polls, or else they risk
political extinction."Uddhav Thackeray
needs to get at least six to seven MPs elected
to keep his flock together till the assembly
polls which are due later this year,"” Mr
Akolkar said.Mr Thackeray had to contst as
many Lok Sabha seats as his party contested

when he was a BJP ally in 2019, and he is
doing just that, declaring 21 candidates so
far notwithstanding the Congress staking
claim to some of these seats, the senior
journalist noted.The NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) is contesting 10 seats as per the seat-
sharing formula worked out with his MVA
allies Sena (UBT) and Congress.But
Akolkar said the key seat for Pawar senior is
his home turf Baramati, where his daughter
and three-time MP Supriya Sule is facing a
challenge from Ajit Pawar's wife Sunetra
Pawar."If Sharad Pawar loses Baramati,
everything is lost for him. This is a battle
between him and his nephew Ajit who has
managed and controlled Baramati
constituency for the family all these years,"
Akolkar said.While Sharad Pawar, 83, has
never lost an election in his political career
spanning more than five decades, Uddhav
Thackeray has never contested a direct
election.When he became chief minister, Mr
Thackeray was elected to the legislative
council. The Shinde faction often taunts him
for not stepping out of house when he held
the top post in the state.But in the run-up to
the elections, Mr Thackeray has been
travelling to different parts of the state, and
his rallies are getting good response.Sharad
Pawar, too, is on the move while also

With the MVA's seat-sharing talks

reaching out to his old rivals in
Pune district (where Baramati
constituency is located) like the
Thopates of Congress to ensure
his daughter has a smooth
sailing.

with Dalit leader Prakash
Ambedkar's Vanchit Bahujan
Aghadi (VBA) falling through,
the direct contest between the
MVA and Mahayuti alliance has
become a triangular fight, and in
Akolkar's opinion it would |
benefit the ruling alliance.Abhay |
Deshpande, another senior
journalist, pointed out that the
elections will also test the claim of Sharad
Pawar and Uddhav Thackeray that the
traditional voters and cadres of their
respective parties are loyal to them.There is
also unrest in BJP cadres, and it will have to
be seen if they work wholeheartedly for
candidates of Ajit Pawar-led NCP and
Shinde-led Shiv Sena, Deshpande
added."Splits in political parties is not a new
phenomenon. But for the first time, rebels
have hijacked the original parties after the
split and got recognition," he noted."The
slogan of 400-plus seats is meant to motivate

BJP workers. Butto realise that goal, the BJP
will have to retain the 2019 tally of 41 seats
(which it won in alliance with undivided
Sena) in Maharashtra. Due to the alignment
and realignment of political equations, this
is going to be a challenge," Mr Deshpande
said.Harshal Pradhan, a former journalist
and now a close associate of Uddhav
Thackeray, claimed these elections are
really about the survival of the BJP and its
leadership.The BJP used central probe
agencies to weaken and intimidate
opposition parties, and its modus operandi is
to accuse opposition leaders of corruption

and then induct them into the party
fold, he alleged. When Uddhav
Thackeray was in power as Chief
Minister for two-and-a-half years,
he worked to mitigate the damage
caused by cyclones in Konkan and
save lives during the COVID-19
pandemic, Mr Pradhan
said.Uddhav Thackeray's growing
political stature during this period
made the BIJP insecure, he
claimed.Clyde Crasto,
spokesperson of the NCP (SP),
echoed the same view.

This election is a battle for survival
for the BJP, because they are afraid
they will lose, and therefore

resorting to cheap tactics like breaking up

parties and families," he alleged.Ratnakar

Mahajan, senior Congress leader and

political commentator, said," Both Shinde

and Ajit Pawar are past 60. To start a new

innings at this age is not easy. But they did

this (split their parties) not for power but to

avoid possible action by the ED, Income Tax
and CBI which the Union government is
using to harass opposition leaders." Sharad

Pawar and Uddhav Thackeray will be

looking for vindication of their political

stands in these elections, he opined.

Delhi Police Crackdown On
Drink Driving, This Area Had

Most Violations
P e T T T S 4
§ 3 ,\,

-

New Delhi. In the first quarter of 2024, Delhi witnessed a
surge in cases of drunk driving. According to the latest
statistics released by the Delhi Traffic Police, there has
been a staggering increase in the number of challans
issued for drink and drive cases. From January 1 to
March 31, a record-breaking 6,591 violators were
booked, marking a sharp rise compared to the previous
year's figure of 5,384 and a massive jump from 333 in
2022. Rajouri Garden recorded the highest number of
challans at 333, followed by Samaypur Badli with 252
and Mehrauli with 240. "This concerning trend
underscores the urgent need for increased awareness
and stringent enforcement of traffic regulations to
ensure public safety on the roads of the city," read the
Delhi Traffic Police statement.

In response to this alarming trend, the Delhi Traffic
Police have ramped up their enforcement efforts.
Special drives targeting drunken driving have been
initiated, accompanied by stringent measures such as
increased checking and breathalyzer tests. "Driving
under the influence of alcohol poses a grave risk not
only to the individual behind the wheel but also to
passengers, pedestrians, and other motorists sharing
the road. It impairs judgment, slows reaction times,
and increases the likelihood of accidents causing
injuries or fatalities. The consequences of such
irresponsible behaviour can be devastating and
irreparable," the statement added. The Delhi Traffic
Police also urged citizens to report any instances of
suspected drunken driving to authorities.

Influencer Ravindra Balu

Bharti Ordered To Pay 12
Crore. Here's Why

New Delhi: Market regulator Securities and Exchange

Board of India (SEBI) has asked a financial influencer

(finfluencer) to return unlawfully obtained gains
amounting to over ? 12 crore. This comes as a
significant move to safeguard investor interests and
uphold market integrity amidst growing concerns about
fraudulent practices in the securities market.

The finfluencer in question, identified as Ravindra Balu
Bharti, has been instructed by SEBI to deposit the ? 12
crore into an interest-bearing Escrow Account held in a
nationalised bank. The creation of this Escrow Account
serves to secure the funds under SEBI's jurisdiction,
ensuring they cannot be released without explicit
permission from the regulatory body.Ravindra Balu
Bharti is the founder of Ravindra Bharti Education
Institute Pvt. Ltd. (RBEIPL), a company he co-founded
in 2016 alongside his wife, Shubhangi Bharti. RBEIPL
reportedly engages in educational activities related to
stock market trading, operating through a website titled
"Bharti Share Market"

SEBI's interim order extends beyond Ravindra Balu
Bharti alone. The regulator's order encompasses
RBEIPL and several other individuals associated with
the entity. Notably, SEBI has barred them from offering
investment advisory services or engaging in securities
trading activities until further notice.SEBI's
investigation exposed a pattern of misconduct wherein
investors were misled with promises of exorbitant
returns, reaching up to 1000 per cent.

"India's capital market in the recent times has witnessed
tremendous growth, characterised particularly by
increasing participation of the common public based on
investors' confidence. This confidence in the capital
market can be sustained largely by ensuring investors
protection. Disclosure and transparency are the two
pillars on which market integrity rests," SEBI's order
read. Investors who chose these services had to engage
in an agreement that outlined the specific terms and
conditions for receiving investment advice.

UPSC Success Story: IAS Officer Pratibha Verma Overcomes
Health Challenges To Secure AIR-3 In UPSC Exam

Her dream of becoming an IAS officer was finally fulfilled. In her third attempt in 2019, she managed to
become an IAS officer by securing the third rank in the UPSC exam.

New Delhi. Pratibha Verma's life
epitomizes the resilience and
unwavering determination required
to navigate life's challenges and
emerge victorious. Her journey,
marked by adversity and triumph,
serves as a testament to the power of
perseverance.Hailing from Sultanpur,
Uttar Pradesh, Pratibha embarked on
her academic journey as a Hindi
medium student. Despite the initial
hurdles, she excelled in her studies,
completing her Class X from a UP
Board School before progressing to
her intermediate education under the
CBSE board. Her relentless pursuit of
excellence led her to pursue a B.Tech
degree at the prestigious IIT Delhi, a
testament to her intellectual prowess

graduation, Pratibha ventured into the
corporate world, securing a lucrative
position in a telecom company owing
to her academic credentials and
aptitude. Yet, her heart remained
steadfast on a different path — the path
of public service illuminated by the
UPSC.In 2016, Pratibha made the
bold decision to leave her flourishing
career and dedicate herself to UPSC
preparation, driven by her fervent
desire to serve her nation as an IAS
officer. However, her UPSC journey
was fraught with challenges. Despite
her best efforts, she encountered
setbacks, facing failure in her initial
attempt. Undeterred, she persevered,
embracing each setback as an
opportunity for growth and learning.

and ambition.Following her In her second attempt, Pratibha's

Delhi Police Recovers Stolen SUV Of BJP Chief
JP Nadda’s Wife; 2 Suspects Apprehended

Delhi police recovers stolen vehicle of BJP chief's wife from Varanasi; two arrested. The car

determination bore fruit as she
secured a commendable rank, earning
a place in the esteemed Indian
Revenue Service (IRS). Yet, her
aspirations soared higher, fueled by
her unyielding spirit and unwavering
ambition to realize her ultimate dream
of donning the mantle of an IAS
officer.ndaunted by adversity,
Pratibha embarked on her third UPSC
attempt with renewed vigor.
However, fate dealt her a challenging
hand as she battled debilitating health
ailments, including dengue and
typhoid, which threatened to derail
her aspirations. Despite the physical
and emotional toll, Pratibha remained
resolute, turning to the healing
powers of yoga, meditation, and
mindful nutrition to rejuvenate.

had been reported stolen from Delhi several weeks earlier.

New Delhi. The Delhi
police have retrieved
the stolen vehicle
belonging to the wife
of Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) National
President JP Nadda
from Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh on Sunday.
This recovery comes
several weeks after
the car was reportedly
stolen from Delhi.
Police have arrested
two people in the
theft identified as
Shahid and Shivang
Tripathi— both
residents of Badkhal, near Haryana’s
Faridabad, as per reports.

As per police reports, the Fortuner
belonging to Mallika Nadda, the wife
of JP Nadda, was reported stolen from
the Govindpuri region in Delhi on
March 19. The incident occurred when

the driver, Joginder Singh went out to
have lunch after getting the SUV
serviced. The SUV was unattended for
some time. Upon returning, he
discovered it was stolen. Following
which he reported the incident to the
police and launched searches to locate
the missing vehicle.

The two individuals, now
in custody, exchanged
the stolen wvehicle's
license plate with a
counterfeit one to evade
detection and drove it to
Badkhal, as per the
official's statement.
Moreover, the suspects
proceeded to transport
the SUV to Varanasi via
Aligarh, Lakhimpur
Kheri, Bareilly, Sitapur,
and Lucknow.

Officials stated that based
on CCTV footage, the
SUV was observed

heading towards Gurugram and is

identified by a Himachal Pradesh
number plate. “We have arrested two
persons in this case. During
interrogation, the accused revealed
that they had stolen the SUV on
demand and were planning to take it to

Mehbooba Mufti blasts
closure of Srinagar mosque:
'Kashmiris deprived’

New Delhi.People's Democratic Party (PDP) chief
Mehbooba Mufti has criticised the decision to
close the historic Jamia Masjid in Srinagar on
Shab-e Qadr, one of the most sacred nights of
Ramadan, saying the "unfortunate" move was to
"deprive" Kashmiris.She also informed that
Hurriyet leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, head of
the mosque management body, has been "put
under house arrest yet again".Shab-e Qadr, which
falls during the final 10 days of the Muslim holy
month of fasting, is considered as one of the most
sacred nights in the Islamic calendar.

In a post on X on Saturday night, the former Chief
Minister said, "How unfortunate that on the
auspicious occasion of Shab-e Qadr Jama Masjid
has been locked up to prevent people from
offering prayers & Mirwaiz put under house arrest
yet again.""Land, resources, religion - what all
will you deprive Kashmiris of?" she added.The
PDP chief also posted an image of security guards
outside the mosque's gate and a video that showed
locked gates.

Authorities closed the gates of the Jamia Masjid on
Saturday, a day after Jumatul-Vida prayers were
disallowed in the historic mosque on Friday, the
last day of Friday prayers of the ongoing Ramadan
month.Mirwaiz Umar Farooq was scheduled to
lead the Friday prayers, but he was placed under
house arrest.In a statement, the Anjuman Auqaf
Jamia Masjid Srinagar said on Saturday,
"Authorities closed the gates of Jamia Masjid
while the police asked people to vacate the
mosque premises. The Auqaf was informed that
the observance of taraweeh or Shab Khani on the
auspicious occasion of Shab-E-Qadr will not be
permitted.

""Anjuman Auqaf expresses profound
disappointment at the decision of the authorities
and strongly condemns this repressive measure,"
it added.In a video message on Friday, Umar
Farooq criticised the administration's decision to
disallow Friday prayers.

"For the fifth consecutive year, the state authorities
have once again locked the gates of historic and
central Jamia masjid Srinagar and put me under
house arrest. Jumatul Vida has a great significance
for us Muslims as it is a day of special prayers and
supplications,” PTI news agency quoted the
separatist leader as saying.Meanwhile, the
Anjuman Auqaf Jamia Masjid said that the
authorities also did not allow a press conference
called by Umar Farooq at his residence in
connection to the decision.

Nagaland," they told ANI.

BJP's Gourav Vallabh jabs Congress, says 'party run by PAs of ex-ministers'

Newly-inducted BJP leader Gourav Vallabh has slammed the Congress, saying his former party 1s being run by "PAs
of former ministers". He also said that Congress is unable to understand the issues and aspirations of 'new India'.

New Delhi. BJP leader Gourav Vallabh on
Sunday took a dig at the Congress, saying
his former party's manifesto has been
prepared by the same person for the last
30 years who has not even "contested the
election of a class monitor"."When I was
in college, he used to defend the party on
TV as a spokesperson. Even today, he is
in-charge of communications (for the
party). He is a PA. Congress is being run
by PAs of former Union Ministers who
have never contested the election of a
class monitor," Gourav Vallabh told news
agency ANI.Gourav Vallabh, who
recently switched over to the BIP,
appeared to take a dig at Jairam Ramesh,
who is Congress's general secretary in-
charge of communications. Without
naming Jairam Ramesh, Gourav Vallabh
said if the person's ideas in the manifesto
had strength and merit, then Congress
would not have shrunk to only 52 seats in

the Lok Sabha.

Amping up his attack, Gourav Vallabh said
the Congress leader in question has no
ideology or commitment towards the
party because "all he cares about is

protecting his Rajya Sabha seat".

"This person (purportedly Jairam
Ramesh) has not even run for the
position of a class monitor in
school...He just calls up a few
journalists and gets copies
published," the BIJP leader
said.Further, Gourav Vallabh took
a swipe at Congress candidates for
the forthcoming Lok Sabha
elections, claiming that some of
them do not know that "Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar are different
states". "They will get
confused...this is the level of their
knowledge," he told ANL.

The BJP leader said that he had
joined Congress with the idea that
the party would welcome
aspirational ideas of new leaders.
However, he alleged that Congress
considered such fresh ideas a
"hurdle".Gourav Vallabh said that

Congress was unable to understand the
issues troubling its workers, and also
those of the voters. He also said that his
former party was unable to connect with

the aspirations and directions of 'new
India' Renewing his stance on not being
able to go against "wealth creators" and
speaking against Sanatana Dharma, the
BJP leader further stated that he cannot

stand on the same level with
"sinners" who declined to attend the
commemoration ceremony of
Ayodhya's Ram temple.Notably,
Congress had declined to attend the
'Pran Pratishtha' ceremony of Ram
Mandir on January 22, calling it a
"political event" by the BJP.Gourav
Vallabh joined the BJP on April 4. In
his letter to Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, Gourav
Vallabh called the party
"directionless" and cited reasons
. such as the caste census, among
reasons for his departure. He also
said that he cannot abuse the wealth
, creators from "morning to evening"
| and raise 'anti-Sanatana' slogans."l
~ do not feel comfortable with the
| directionless way in which the
| | Congress party is moving forward
today. I can neither raise anti-
Sanatana slogans nor abuse the
wealth creators of the country. I am
resigning from all posts and primary
membership of the Congress party," he
wrote on X.
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Ship targeted near Yemen's
Hodeidah, says UK security firm

Washington DC. British maritime security firm Ambrey
said on Saturday it had received information that a
vessel had been targeted around 61 nautical miles
southwest of Hodeidah in Yemen.Separately, the
United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) said it had received a report of an incident at
almost the same point where the captain of a vessel
reported two missiles in the vicinity of the ship that did
not cause damage.

Yemen's Iran-aligned Houthis have staged attacks on
shipping in the Red Sea region for months in solidarity
with Palestinians in the Gaza war.One of the missiles
mentioned in UKMTO's advisory note was intercepted
by coalition forces defending commercial shipping in
the region, it said. The second hit the water a distance
from the vessel, it added.There was no damage to the
vessel and the crew were reported safe, UKMTO
said.Months of Houthi attacks in the Red Sea have
disrupted global shipping, forcing firms to re-route
longer and more expensive journeys around Southern
Africa, and stoked fears that the Israel-Hamas war
could spread to destabilise the wider Middle East.The
United States and Britain have carried out strikes
against Houthi targets in response to the attacks on
shipping.

2 planes clip wings at UK's
Heathrow Airport

London.The wingtip of an empty Virgin Atlantic jet
collided with a stationary British Airways airliner while

NETANYAHU

Death, destruction, despair: Israel-Hamas
war hits 6-month mark with no end in sight

world. It's exactly six months since Israel

launched its deadly offensive on Hamas
in Gaza after the Palestinian group
attacked the southern parts of the Jewish
nation on October 7 last year. With most
of Gaza reduced to rubble during the
period, Israel had declared two objectives
-- 'eliminating' Hamas and bringing back
home hostages. But six months later,
neither of the objectives have been
fulfilled.Israel, which was initially
backed by its allies following Hamas's
unprecedented attack on the country, the
deadliest since the Holocaust, is isolated
internationally.t faces criticism from the
West and its allies, including the US, over
the high number of civilian deaths. Over
33,000 people have been killed since the
war began. There is also backlash over a
lack of a viable plan in sight on how to
end the war and what the future holds for
theregion.

FACES
INTERNATIONALPRESSURE

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu has rejected international
calls for an independent Palestinian state,

a stand which he has maintained for

decades. He had initially argued that

humanitarian aid to Gaza would mean

that Hamas would regroup.While

batches of humanitarian aid were

allowed after interventions from the UN,

Netanyahu is facing increasing pressure

from the US and other countries to stop

the war and ensure that aid reaches

Gaza, which has been facing a

humanitarian crisis since the fighting

broke out.The UN's world court, the

International Court of Justice, which is

investigating allegations of Israel

committing genocide in Gaza, has
ordered the Jewish nation to do more to
protect civilians in Gaza.Despite facing
international pressure, Netanyahu has
been adamant and is planning to launch
an offensive in the southern Gaza town of
Rafah, Hamas's last known stronghold.
Over one million people, who fled from
other parts of the Strip, live in Rafah. The
planned offensive has fuelled fears of
more civilian casualties.

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN GAZA

Gaza, a tiny territory on the eastern coast of

the Mediterranean Sea, is facing a
humanitarian crisis and has been ruled by
Hamas since 2007. According to experts
and the UN, around one-third of the
population in Gaza is facing the risk of
famine.Israel had sealed off all borders
with Gaza and argued that if left open, it
would financially help Hamas and enable
it to regroup and mount a comeback.
Most Palestinians have fled Gaza through
the Rafah border crossing with
Egypt.Recently, Israel's security cabinet
approved the reopening of Erez crossing
in the northern Gaza Strip.

NO POST-WAR VISION,

BREAKTHROUGH IN TRUCE
TALKS

Israel has not presented a viable post-war

vision to its allies and ceasefire talks
remain at a standstill. The US, which is
batting for a two-state solution, has
suggested that the Palestinian Authority,
which governs the West Bank, control
Gaza as well.Netanyahu has given a
vague vision of a post-war Gaza that
calls for open-ended Israeli control of
the territory with local Palestinian
partners overseeing the day-to-day
affairs in Gaza. While Netanyahu
clarified that Israel had no plans to
militarily occupy Gaza, Israel's post-war
plan was rejected by the Palestinian
Authority.Ceasefire talks have not made
any major headway excepting one that
was achieved in late November last year.
Hope for an early end to the war was
ignited when a truce deal agreed between
Israel and Hamas, with mediation from
Qatar and Egypt to release over 100
hostages in exchange for Palestinians
held in Israeli prisons.

being towed from a stand at London's Heathrow Airport
on Saturday, the airline said. Heathrow, Britain's busiest
airport, said no passenger injuries had been reported
and it did not anticipate any ongoing impact on the
airport's operations."Our aircraft is being assessed by
our engineering teams and we have provided an
alternative
aircraft to limit
the impact on our
customers,"
British Airways
said in a
statement.

Virgin Atlantic said
its empty Boeing
787-9 had just
completed a
flight and was
being towed to
another part of
the airfield when
the incident
happened at
Terminal 3.A
Virgin Atlantic
spokesperson
said: "We’ve

commenced a full and thorough investigation and our
engineering teams are performing maintenance checks
on the aircraft, which for now has been taken out of
service.”The airline said there would be no disruption to
its flying programme on Saturday.Heathrow said it was
working with emergency services and the two airlines
inresponse to the incident.

Pakistan shoppers feel the pinch
as high inflation dampens
Ramzan's spirit

New York.With the holy month of Ramzan slated to end
in a few days, shoppers in cash-strapped Pakistan are
feeling the pinch of decades-long inflation as they
struggle to buy commodities considered Eid essentials
due to high prices.Normally, in Pakistan, families
throng markets and shopping complexes looking for
new clothes, shoes and jewellery in the last week of
Ramzan. However, prices of goods have doubled
around the same time since last year as Pakistan battles
a severe economic crisis.Eid-ul-Fitr, which marks the
end of Ramzan, is scheduled to take place on April 10 in
Pakistan, depending on the sighting of the crescent
moon.

A local shopkeeper, Mohammad Fawad, said people
were purchasing just one commodity compared to four
last year due to spiralling prices."Prices have increased
more than four or five times since last year. People’s
buying power can be gauged from the fact that the
person who could buy four items last year, is only
buying one this year," he said."And the person who has
children is only buying stuff for his kids, he is doing no
shopping for himself. You can say that prices are
changing faster than the dates. Dates change slower.
That’s how bad the situation is," he added.In May last
year, Pakistan's annual inflation rate hit a record 38 per

Social Media Influencers Face
Competition From Al-
Generated Models

Paris. Social media influencers have embraced
artificial intelligence to spice up their content but
they are also facing growing competition from
Al-generated Instagramers, TikTokers and
YouTubers.Sporting pink hair and posing in
lingerie, swimsuits or gym outfits, Aitana Lopez
has more than 300,000 followers on Instagram
where she is described as a "gamer at heart" and
"fitness lover" -- except she's not real. Aitana was
created by The Clueless, a Barcelona-based
company that describes itself as an "Al modeling
agency" run by "visionaries on a mission to
redefine the world of influencers".Sofia
Novales, project manager at The Clueless, said
the "rising costs associated with human
influencers" was a reason behind the company's
creation."Virtual models, being digital, present a
more economical alternative," Novales
said.Another plus: total control over
content."The advantages lie in unparalleled
creative control, allowing seamless decision-
making on image, fashion, and aesthetics
without the need for physical photoshoots,"
Novales said.The rise of Al has fuelled concerns
about the proliferation of deepfake videos that
could be used maliciously.Meta, owner of
Facebook and Instagram, said Friday it would
start putting "Made with Al labels" on Al-
generated content in May.Al presents a huge
business opportunity for content creators: The
influencer market is expected to grow rapidly,
from $16.5 billion in 2022 to nearly $200 billion
by 2032, according to Allied Market Research.

Younger audience

Using virtual influencers is not new: Barbie
already has millions of followers on
Instagram.But they are now being used in
advertisements where they can't be told apart
from a real person.ake Lil Miquela, a "19-year-
old Robot living in LA" created by a California
agency in 2016.With 2.6 million followers on
Instagram and 3.5 million on TikTok, Lil
Maqueta has promoted brands as big as
BMW.The idea was to "create something never
seen before," the German premium carmaker
said in a statement to AFP." Attracting a younger,
technology-savvy generation is for us the icing
on the cake," it said.

Maud Lejeune, who heads up the Paris-based
digital strategy agency AD Crew, said that it isn't
difficult for the public to accept Al
influencers."It's like actors on TV: we know it
isn't real yet we follow them and we find it
interesting, it's like watching a mini-series."AD
Crew represents more than 30 influencers, but
Lejeune created her own virtual influencer,
Metagaya, two years ago.

"The current level of design didn't exist then. It's
technical, you've got to dress them, take photos
for the background, create a story," said Lejeune,
acknowledging that Metagaya didn't turn out
very well.

Human Bodies, Elongated Heads:
Alien Fever Grips Southern Peru

Nazca. Leandro Rivera says he chanced
upon the cave in Peru's remote Nazca
region that contained hundreds of pre-
Hispanic artifacts - including human
bodies with elongated heads and what
appeared to be only three fingers on
each hand.

The plateau is famous for the Nazca
lines, incisions on the desert floor
forming birds and other animals
visible from the air. The ancient
geoglyphs have long intrigued
anthropologists and exert a powerful
fascination over some believers in
extraterrestrials.Nazca is also known
for salt flats that dehydrate and
preserve human and animal remains,
making it the site of important
archeological finds that have deepened
modern understanding of ancient
cultures - and attracted grave robbers.

Rivera was convicted in 2022 of assault
on public monuments for unearthing
the artifacts. He received a four-year
suspended sentence and was fined
about 20,000 Peruvian soles ($5,190),
short of the maximum penalty of an
eight-year prison term.  His haul was
thrust into the spotlight last year when

Car ploughs into protesters at anti-
government rally in Israel, 5 injured

world. Five people were
injured in Israel's Tel Aviv
on Saturday after a car
ploughed into a sea of
protesters during a massive
anti-government rally,
local media reported. One
protester sustained
moderate injuries, while
others suffered minor
wounds.Police have
detained the driver for
questioning. Authorities
are investigating the |
motive behind the driver's
actions and the passenger's
involvement as well,
Israel's 124 News reported.
Israeli Communications Minister
Shlomo Karhi, meanwhile, blamed the
"leftist leaders, inside and outside the
coalition" after the car ploughed into
the protesters."Don’t run over
protesters. Period. Don’t attack police

two of the mummies ended up in
Mexico as the centerpiece of
congressional hearings on UFOs and
extraterrestrial life. Mexican journalist
Jaime Maussan presented the bodies as
a sign of life beyond Earth - a claim
dismissed by scientists. In an
interview with Reuters, Rivera said he
removed as many as 200 sets of
remains from the cave, and some
bodies had been smuggled out of Peru
to France, Spain and Russia. The
presentation of bodies in Mexico - as
well as Rivera's claims to have dozens
more - have prompted some experts to
ask whether Peru is losing the battle to
stop the plunder of its archaeological
sites to feed a lucrative black market
for mummies and other pre-Hispanic
artifacts. "Peru has done a lot of work
to try and control this trade," said
Christopher Heaney, a Latin American
history professor at Penn State
University and author of a book on
Peruvian mummies. "But this implies
that these claims for government
success need to be re-examined a bit if
objects like (the bodies in Mexico) can
leave the country." Peru's Culture

Ministry did not respond to questions
about the effectiveness of its efforts to
control trafficking.Reuters was
granted rare access to the ministry's
anti-smuggling unit at Lima's
international airport and spoke to four
government officials who said stricter
penalties, more resources and better
coordination were needed to fight the
looting. he news agency was unable to
verify independently key details of
Rivera's account. The public
prosecutor's office of the culture
ministry said in a statement to Reuters
that its investigation into Rivera
yielded just two altered bodies and two
partial sets of bones. Evelyn
Centurion, head of cultural heritage
recovery for the ministry, said the
government is working on a task force
with police, the attorney general, the
foreign ministry and other departments
to toughen penalties for looting
cultural artifacts."The looting has not
stopped,” Centurion said in an
interview. "We need greater
collaboration from local governments
and local authorities to prevent these
illicitacts."

Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for allegedly
promoting violence and
division, 124 News
reported.Israel has been
witnessing the country's
biggest anti-government
protests since last week,
demanding fresh elections
and a hostage deal with
Hamas, even as the war
completed six
months.Visuals flooding
social media showed tens of
thousands of protesters in
Tel Aviv on Saturday.
Police dispersed those who
gathered at Arlozorov
Street and Bloch Street, as
many of them sat on the road, blocking
traffic. The Times of Israel reported
that an elderly man was knocked over
by a police horse while dispersing the
demonstration.

officers, period. Don’t throw burning
torches at the prime minister’s house.
Period,” Karhi tweeted in Hebrew.
Opposition leader Yair Lapid
condemned the incident, blaming the
government led by Israeli Prime

cent. Since then, inflation rate has come down but
continues to be in double digits. According to Pakistan
media reports, the inflation rate for March this year is
currently at 20.68 per cent, down from 23.10 per cent in
February.

A housewife, who was in a market to purchase clothes,
said the prices were "exorbitant" despite bargaining
with the shopkeepers."So far 1 have bought some
clothes, but they have cost us way too much. The prices
are exorbitant. We tried haggling, but they only reduced
the prices very little," she said.Voicing similar
sentiments, Ahmed Moghul, a resident of Lahore, said,
"Inflation is very much there. There is no doubt that
things are too costly. But obviously we have to buy
something for the kids. No getting away from that."

IMF GIVES $1.1 BILLION PACKAGE TO
PAKISTAN

Earlier on Wednesday, the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) said the global lending agency and Pakistan
reached a staff-level agreement for the release of USD
1.1 billion to shore up the country's beleagured
economy.The announcement came after an IMF team
held talks with the Shehbaz Sharif-led government in
Islamabad last month.

In a statement, the IMF said Pakistan's "economic and
financial position improved" in recent months.
However, the global lending agency projected growth
to be modest this year."Ongoing policy and reform
efforts are required to address Pakistan’s deep-seated
economic vulnerabilities amidst the ongoing
challenges posed by elevated external and domestic
financing needs and an unsettled external
environment," the IMF added.

Pakistan's external debt amounts to over USD 130 billion
and foreign reserves are just USD 8 billion. In the past
two years, the country's currency has lost over 50 per
cent of its value against the US dollar, Al Jazeera
reported.

8 killed as Russian missiles strike
Ukraine's Kharkiv, Odesa regions

Kharkiv. Russian missile strikes in
Ukraine overnight and on Saturday
killed eight people and wounded 12
more, officials said.According to the
governor of the Kharkiv region, Oleh
Syniehubov, six people were killed and
11 were wounded in overnight missile
attacks on the city of Kharkiv, which is
Ukraine’s second largest. The attack
damaged residential buildings, a gas
station, a kindergarten, a cafe, a shop and
cars.On Saturday afternoon, a further
strike in Kharkiv killed another person
and left one more person wounded, said
Kharkiv mayor Thor Terekhov. Another
missile strike killed a civilian in the
southern Odesa region, its governor Oleh
Kiper reported.Overall, Russia fired 32
Iranian-made Shahed drones and six
missiles at Ukraine overnight, according
to the air force commander. Ukrainian air
defense forces shot down three cruise
missiles and 28 drones, Lt. Gen. Mykola
Oleshchuk said in a statement. “Russian
killers continue to terrorize Ukrainians
and attack Kharkiv and other peaceful
cities,” he said.Russia’s Defense
Ministry said the overnight attacks
targeted Ukraine’s military enterprises

that “produced and repaired armored
vehicles and vehicles, drones” as well as
“military airfields” and areas where
“foreign mercenaries” were allegedly
stationed. The ministry claimed all the set
targets were hit.It also said that Ukraine
on Saturday morning fired Vampire
rockets at Russia. All 10 of them were
shot down over Russia’s border region of
Belgorod by air defense systems, the
ministry said.Belgorod Gov. Vyacheslav
Gladkov said the rockets were shot down
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as they were approaching the city of
Belgorod, which is the capital of the
region of the same name, and added that
12 residential buildings in the city
sustained damage. In a nearby village, a
private house burned down and several
other buildings were damaged , Gladkov
said.It wasn’t immediately clear from his
statement whether the damage was
inflicted by falling debris from the
intercepted rockets or whether some of
them actually hit those buildings.

BATTLES ONTHE GROUND

On the ground in Ukraine, Russian forces
were advancing, and pushing back
against them was “difficult,” said
Oleksandr Syrskyi, commander of
Ukraine’s armed forces.Syrksyi said the
situation in the Bakhmut area in the
partially occupied eastern Donetsk region
was particularly challenging. He said
Russian forces are carrying out offensive
operations day and night, using assault
groups with the support of armored
vehicles, as well as assaults on foot.

Fierce battles are taking place east of the
town of Chasiv Yar, which Ukraine still
controls and which is located near the
occupied city of Bakhmut.Russian forces
are trying to break through defensive
lines there, Syrskyi said on the messaging
app Telegram, adding, “Chasiv Yar
remains under our control, all enemy
attempts to break through to the
settlement have failed.”Near Avdiivka,
another city in the Donetsk region held by
the Russians, the fiercest battles were
occurring in Pervomaiskyi and Vodyanyi,
according to the official. He also said the
situation is tense on the southern and
northeastern parts of the front line.
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It was a matter of time: Shane

Bond delighted by Jos Buttler's
hundred vs RCB

New Delhi. Rajasthan star batter Jos Buttler
roared back in form in the 2024 season of the
Indian Premier League with a match-
winning hundred against Bengaluru at the
Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. Buttler
had been in dismal form this season prior to
his hundred in Jaipur, having scored just 35
runs in the first three matches. However, RR
bowling coach Shane Bond was not
surprised by Buttler’s blistering knock
against RCB, saying it was just a matter of
time. Buttler smashed his sixth IPL hundred
as RR beat RCB by 6 wickets to extend their
winning run in IPL 2024.Speaking at the
post-match press conference, Bond said it
was just a matter of time before one of
Buttler or Yashasvi Jaiswal started firing
since they’ve been striking the ball very well
in the nets. Buttler scored an unbeaten 100
off 58 balls, hitting nine boundaries and four
sixes to guide his side to victory on
Saturday, April 6. His knock helped the
home side chase down a 184-run target to
register their fourth win of the
season.Obviously delighted for Jos Buttler.
You know we have been winning games
without the opening partnerships but he and
Yashasvi Jaiswal has been striking the ball
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very well in the nets. So it’s about time if one
of them starts firing. It’s good to see Jos
Buttler at his best and the boys came up with
the win,” said Bond.

‘SAMSON HAS BEEN EXCELLENT”

He went on to heap praise on RR skipper
Sanju Samson, saying he’s been doing an
excellent job as captain. RR moved to the
top of the IPL 2024 points table with their
win over RCB in Jaipur. Samson put in an
excellent performance with the bat as well,
scoring a 42-ball 69 while smashing eight
boundaries and two sixes. He formed a
game-changing 148-run partnership with
Buttler after his side lost Jaiswal’s wicket in
the first over itself.

“Sanju Samson has been doing an excellent
job, captaining the team. His
communication is excellent and the bowling
choices he has been making are spot on,”
Bond added.

Rohit Sharma jokes he
wouldn’t share room with 2

teammates; Bade Gande hal

New Delhi In a hilarious interaction with
popular comedian Kapil Sharma, India
captain Rohit Sharma named two teammates
that he would never share a room with. Rohit
and Shreyas Iyer were guest on Netflix’s The
Great Indian Kapil Show, where they
indulged in light-hearted conversations with
the host. In one such conversation with
Kapil, Rohit joked that he would never share
aroom with PBKS captain Shikhar Dhawan
and DC skipper Rishabh Pant, while calling
them messy. Rohit has shared the locker
room with both Dhawan and Pant during
their time in the Indian team.Speaking to
Kapil during one of their special segments,
Rohitjoked that he would never share aroom
with Dhawan and Pant, saying they’re messy
and don’t get their rooms cleaned for three or
four days. Rohit is currently playing for
Mumbeai in the Indian Premier League and
will lead India in the subsequent 2024 T20

World Cup in the West Indies and
USA.“Everyone gets a single room
nowadays. But if I get a chance to share a
single room, there are two people with whom
I wouldn't want to share rooms with - Shikhar
Dhawan and Rishabh Pant. Bade gande hai
(They are very messy). After practice, they
just toss their clothes on the bed,” said
Rohit.“Their room is always on DND
because they sleep till 1PM. The
housekeeping staff that comes in the
morning to clean their rooms, so it's
important for them to put their rooms on
DND. Otherwise, they will barge in. That's
why their rooms often stay messy for three to
four days. It becomes a problem for the
people staying around them. So, I don't think
I will be able to stay with them,” Rohit
added.Rohit also spoke about India’s loss in
the 2023 ODI World Cup final against
Australia, saying he expected the fans to be
angry at them for losing the World Cup at
home but was surprised by the support he
received. India won 10 matches in a row
before losing the World Cup final to
Australia at the Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad.

New Delhi. RCB coach Andy Flower has said

LSG vs GT Preview: Lucknow look to break
Gujarat hoodoo with Shubman, Muyunk in focus

Lucknow.Lucknow will be looking to break

their hoodoo against Gujarat in the Indian
Premier League when the two sides clash at
the Ekana Stadium in Lucknow on Sunday,
April 7. It will the clash of the IPL new boys
with GT and LSG joining the competition
just two seasons back. However, in the space
of those two seasons, Gujarat has established
a dominance over the Lucknow-based
franchise, beating them in all four of their
meetings. KL Rahul’s side will be looking to
change that when the two sides lock horns in
Lucknow, and will be counting on fast-
bowling sensation Mayank Yadav to
continue his blistering form against the 2022
champions.Mayank has become the talk of
the town with his searing pace in IPL 2024.
The 21-year-old registered the fastest
delivery in IPL 2024 in his debut match
against Punjab, only to break his own record
in LSG’s next match against Bengaluru.
Mayank clocked in at 156.7 km/h while
consistently bowling 150-plus rockets
against PBKS and RCB. He will be up
against the ‘Prince’ of Indian cricket and
GT’s newly-appointed captain, Shubman
Gill, who roared back in form with a half-
century against PBKS.Despite Gill’s stylish
48-ball 89, GT could not manage to beat
Punjab at their home ground in Ahmedabad
and will be looking to bounce back to
winning ways in Lucknow. Meanwhile, LSG
have been riding on the Mayank Yadav

wave, having registered back-to-back wins
with the fiery racer taking home the ‘Player
of the Match’ award on both occasions,
becoming the first to win the award in his
first two IPL matches.

HEAD-TO-HEAD RECORD

The two sides have played just four matches
against each other with Gujarat winning all
four. Their previous encounter was a low-
scoring affair at the Kana Stadium with GT
edging the home side by a margin of just 7
runs.

TEAM NEWS

KL Rahul coming back to full fitness will be a
huge boost for the home side. The wicket-
keeping batter played as an Impact

Substitute against Punjab but played the
entire match while also keeping wickets in
their win over RCB earlier this week. The

31-year-old has made a slow start to IPL

2024, scoring 93 runs in their first three
matches.LSG could also finally give the

much-touted West Indies pacer Shamar

Joseph his IPL debut against GT. The 24-
year-old was roped in by LSG as Mark
Wood’s replacement but hasn’t played a
single match yet. A consistent 140-plus
pacer, Joseph could form a deadly
partnership with Mayank for LSG.

There has been no word on David Miller’s
fitness from the GT camp prior to their clash
against LSG. The hard-hitting South African

Kohli, 3 foreign batters tactic has never
worked: Aakash Chopra rlps into RCB

New Delhi. Former cricketer Aakash Chopra

didn't hold back with his criticism of RCB's
tactics after their lacklustre IPL 2024 season
continued on April 6, Saturday. RCB
suffered their 4th loss of the season at the
hands of RR, who made short work of the
chase. Virat Kohli's 113 helped setup a target
of 183 for the Royals, which they would end
up chasing with 5 balls remaining. This
leaves RCB in 8th spot in the IPL 2024
points table.The win was RR's 4th of the
season as RCB's woes continued. Chopra
took to X after the game to slam the tactics of
Bengaluru over the past few seasons, which
has seen them let go of the likes of
Yuzvendra Chahal and Wanindu Hasaranga
to weaken their bowling front.

The former cricketer said since the IPL started,

bowling has been an issue for RCB but they
haven't put in enough effort to change it.
Chopra went on to say that using Kohli and
three batters has been a tactic that has never
worked for RCB since the start of the
competition.The commentator said that
most of the other teams would have gone for
a different approach by this time but not
RCB.You let go of Chahal to buy Hasaranga.
And then let go of him to invest in the
uncapped Indian spinners. It’s a fairly long
journey to understand that #RCB’s bowling

resolve it is yet to be seen. As for the
battinga€aeKohli plus 3 overseas batters is a
strategy that hasn’t worked for nearly two
decadesa€xmost teams would’ve walked a
different path but not the RCB," said
Chopra.

What has been the problem at RCB in IPL
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i1s a perennial weak-link but the attempt to Kohli has been in stunning form with the bat

Virat Kohli for T20 World Cup? RCB coach
gives his take after ‘slowest’ IPL hundred

that Virat Kohli is right at the top of the
'abundance of riches' for the Indian selectors
when it comes to selecting the squad for the
T20 World Cup after his century against RR
on April 6, Saturday. Kohli scored the joint-
slowest hundred in the history of the IPL
against RR as he reached the milestone in 67
balls. Despite this, Kohli would end up
scoring 113 oft 72 balls as RCB posed 183 in
their 20 overs.RR would, however, make
light work of the chase as Jos Buttler scored
a fine hundred to make it 4 in 4 for the
Royals. Despite RCB's poor form, Kohli
currently sits at top of the run charts this
season with 316 to his name from 5 matches.
Despite the relative slow nature of his
knock, Flower said that it was a classy
innings and beautiful to watch during the
press conference after the match.Speaking
about India's T20 World Cup selection, the
RCB coach said he was unsure about what

the Indian selectors are thinking about at the
moment. However, he went on to say that
Kohli is right at the top of the talent that is
available for selection for the ICC event in
June."Virat Kohli is a class act, and that was
a classy innings that he scored, that he had
today. And it was really beautiful to watch,
actually.""I wouldn't really comment on
Indian selection. I don't know what they're
thinking. They've got so much talent and

for RCB but the foreign core in the batting
has flopped massively so far. The likes of
Glenn Maxwell and Cameron Green are yet
to hit their stride. The bowling has also been
a worry with the lack of a big-name spinner
among their lineup. Coach Andy Flower also
admitted that the squad has been lacking
confidence and form this season after the
losstoRR.

class to choose from, you know, they've
got a an abundance of riches. And he's
right at the top of that abundance," said
Flower.We should have got more than
200: Flower
The RCB coach was critical about the
batting performance from the side as he
felt they failed to use the base set by Kohli
and captain Faf du Plessis. Flower felt
they started off well with the ball but the
last over of powerplay cost them
momentum."l thought we were a little
light, to be honest on the run's front. I
thought given the base that we had. So if you
look at about the 12th over, I think we're 107
for no wicket. I think we should have got
upwards of 200 after that after being in that
position on a good pitch. But we started well
with the ball. You know, Topley and Yash,
were excellent and Siraj and then the the last
over of powerplay cost us a bit. Cost us some
serious momentum," said Flower.

was replaced by New Zealand’s Kane
Williamson in their previous match. He
could continue to feature in Miller’s absence
in Lucknow.

Last year’s finalists have not used Shahrukh
Khan this season after shelling out Rs 7.40
crore at the mini-auction held in Dubai. The
towering batter played the role of the finisher
for PBKS last season and could be brought in
for GT’s match against Lucknow, either as a
starter or an Impact Substitute.

PITCHAND CONDITIONS

The Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow has
two kinds of pitches - a red soil one and a
black soil one. LSG’s previous home match
against Punjab was played on the red soil
pitch which saw the home side scoring 199
runs. The weather conditions in Lucknow are
expected to be hot, with temperatures
fluctuating between 26 and 33 degrees
Celsius.

LSG: KL Rahul (C/WK), Quinton de Kock,
Devdutt Padikkal, Nicholas Pooran, Marcus
Stoinis, Krunal Pandya, Ayush Badoni, Ravi
Bishnoi, Yash Thakur, Naveen-ul-Haq,
Mayank Yadav.

Impact Player: M Siddharth

GT: Shubman Gill (C), Wriddhiman Saha
(WK), B Sai Sudharsan, Kane Williamson,
Vijay Shankar, Azmatullah Omarzai, Rahul
Tewatia, Rashid Khan, Noor Ahmad, Umesh
Yadav, Darshan Nalkande.

Dominant Verstappen
wins Japanese GP in Red
Bull one-two

SUZUKA, JAPAN. Triple world champion
Max Verstappen romped to victory at the
Japanese Grand Prix on Sunday, leading team-
mate Sergio Perez to a dominant one-two
finish for Red Bull. Verstappen failed to finish
in Australia a fortnight ago but he was in
control for the entire race at Suzuka after
starting from pole and claimed his third win
from four grands prix this season.

The Dutchman finished 12.535sec ahead of
Perez, who came home in second in front of
Ferrari's third-placed Carlos Sainz in dry,
sunny conditions. Verstappen was back to his
breathtaking best after a brake issue in
Melbourne saw him retire from a race for the
first time in two years.He was starting from
pole for the fourth time in four races this
season and he stamped his authority on the
race by leading Perez to the first turn.

Verstappen said this week that Suzuka was one
of his favourite circuits and he has now won
the Japanese Grand Prix three times in a row.

Sainz, who triumphed in Australia, took third
ahead of Ferrari team-mate Charles Leclerc,
who started from eighth on the grid.

McLaren's Lando Norris, who was second in
last year's race, was fifth ahead of Aston
Martin's Fernando Alonso.Mercedes' George
Russell edged out McLaren's Oscar Piastri for
seventh, while Lewis Hamilton was ninth in
the other Mercedes.Japan's Yuki Tsunoda was
10th for RB, scoring points at his home grand
prix for the first time.The race was red-
flagged on the second lap after RB's Daniel
Ricciardo and Williams' Alex Albon collided
and crashed after a frenetic start. Albon's front
wing clipped into the rear of Ricciardo's car as
they jockeyed for position, and both slammed
into the wall before getting out unscathed.

Both drivers retired from the race.

The action resumed from a standing start and
picked up from where he left off ahead of
Perez.Leclerc took over the lead after
Verstappen pitted on his 17th lap, but the Red
Bull driver was back in front four laps later.

Verstappen and Perez both consolidated their
positions, leaving Norris fighting for third
against the two Ferraris. A late lock-up cost the
McLaren driver his chance of a podium finish.

Sauber's Zhou Guanyu retired with a gearbox
issue on his 19th lap.Williams' Logan
Sargeant skidded off the track to a standstill
late in the race but resumed driving.The
championship resumes in a fortnight's time
with the Chinese Grand Prix in Shanghai.

It will be the first time the event has been held
since 2019, before it was curtailed by the
pandemic.The Japanese Grand Prix was being
held in April after being shifted forward from
its usual late-season slot.

Babar Azam reacts to Pakistan team's army
training: Focus beyond physmal fithess

Pakistan's white-ball captain Babar
Azam reacted to the recent training
they received at the army base in
Kakul and said that the focus extended
beyond just physical fitness.

New Delhi Pakistan's white-ball captain Babar

Azam said that the team's training with the
army wasn't just focused on physical fitness,
as there was emphasis on improving the team
bond and the overall performance. 29
Pakistan cricketers attended the camp at the
country's military academy in Kakul from
March 26 to April 6 ahead of the T201 series
against New Zealand and England and the
T20 World Cup in June this year. The players
engaged in training drills designed by
Pakistan Army experts and
strategists.Speaking after their camp, Babar
commented on the training in a release
published on PCB's official website. The star

batter, who was reinstated as Pakistan's
white-ball captain recently, said that this was
his third boot camp training and he once
again was able to get new insights.

Babar went on to suggest that cricket-centric

activities were absent from the camp and the
main focus was physical conditioning,
teamwork and mental resilience. The
Pakistan skipper also said that the team opted
to share rooms to create deeper connections
between the players.This was my third boot
camp, and with each visit, I’ve gleaned new
insights.“This time, our focus extended
beyond physical fitness to encompass team
bonding activities and performance-
improving lectures. These elements are
crucial considering our team environment
where collective performance is paramount
for achieving desired results."The notable
deviation from previous camps was the
absence of cricket-centric activities. Instead,
the emphasis was squarely on physical
conditioning, teamwork and mental
resilience. Immersed in such an inspiring

facility, guided by top-notch instructors and a
well-structured programme, all the players
have experienced significant growth. I’'m
confident that we’ll return to competitive
cricket as better, fitter and mentally tougher

athletes, thereby enhancing our overall
performance."“Unlike our usual routine
during other camps and international series,
we engaged in confidence-building exercises
and team-building activities. Notably, we
opted to share rooms, facilitating deeper
connections among team members. These

shared spaces fostered discussions
ranging from strategic planning and team
combinations to the evolution of cricket,
latest innovations in the sport, analysis of
opponents and our approach to each
day's challenges."“Given the upcoming
cricket fixtures, this camp proves
exceptionally valuable. It not only
mitigates injury risks but also augments
both individual skills and collective team
performance.”What activities were the
Pakistan cricket team engaged in during
army camp training?The Pakistan team
was tested through a variety of traditional
exercises that the army goes through on a
timely basis during their time in the military
base. The PCB have shown glimpses of the
training camp on their social media accounts
where the players have been seen doing a
range of activities - from stone lifting to rope
climbing. The decision was made to send the
Pakistan players for the training after
complaints were raised about their fitness
during last year's ODI World Cup.
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Deepika/

Padukond

Shares Cryptic Note About
'Complaining' And 'Praying' Amid
Pregnancy: 'Discussing Less...'

Y

eepika Padukone has shared yet another cryptic note amid her
pregnancy. On Saturday, the mom-to-be actress took to her Instagram

stories and shared a quote which talked about praying more and
complaining less. “Posting less. Doing more. Comparing less. Reflecting
more,” the quote read. “Complaining less. Praying more. Discussing less.
Accomplishing more,” it added.Interestingly, the post comes at a time when
Deepika Padukone is also expecting her first child with actor-husband
Ranveer Singh. The two announced their pregnancy in February this year
when Deepika shared an adorable poster with “September 2024” written on
it. The poster also had children’s clothes, toys and balloons as the border.
Deepika and Ranveer have been married for over five years now.The
pregnancy announcement came weeks after Deepika said that she wanted to
have kids with Ranveer. The actress was speaking to Vogue Singapore when
she said, “Absolutely. Ranveer and I love children. We look forward to the
day when we will start our own family.”

Meanwhile, on the work front, Deepika Padukone was recently seen in
Fighter with Hrithik Roshan. Produced by Viacom18 Studios and Marflix
Pictures, the film was a thrilling tale of courage, determination, and love,
woven in a storyline filled with action and emotions. The movie delved
into the life of an Indian Air Force pilot, portrayed by Hrithik Roshan,
and his journey to protect his nation and loved ones.Next, Deepika
Padukone has a number of projects in her pipeline. She will soon be
sharing the screen with Prabhas in Kalki 2989 AD. The
film also stars Amitabh Bachchan and Kamal Haasan
in a key role. It will hit theatres in May this year.
Besides this, Deepika will also be working on the
Hindi remake of The Intern with Amitabh Bachchan.
She will also be introduced into Rohit Shetty’s cop-
verse with Singham 3.

Navya Nanda

Credits Privileged Background For Entrepreneurial
Success At 21: 'My Upbringing Has Shaped...

aya Bachchan and Amitabh Bachchan’s granddaughter, Navya Naveli Nanda, embarked on an
entrepreneurial journey in her early twenties by co-founding Aara Health and establishing the
NGO Project Naveli. In a candid interview with ETimes, the 26-year-old reflected on how her
privileged background influenced her career path. Navya started working in her father Nikhil
Nanda’s business at the age of 21 and is now the host of her own vodcast, ‘What the Hell Navya,’
where she features her mother Shweta Bachchan and grandmother Jaya
Bachchan.Acknowledging the role her upbringing played in shaping her, Navya shared, “My
upbringing has shaped who I am, like it does for everyone. When we talk about being an
entrepreneur at21, I owe a lot of that to the privilege and where I come from. A lot of opportunities
that I got are because of my privileged background, and I hope in my own way and through my
hard work, I can create those opportunities for
myself one day. I am very grateful for
everything [ have been given. I think I’ve more
than I deserve at times, so for me, it is
important to see how I can turn around those
opportunities and resources I have available,
and share those with others and maximise
it.”Despite her family’s fame, Navya
humbly expressed, “I don’t consider myself
acelebrity, I think I have a lot more to do and
achieve in life before I can be given that tag.
Even if you see the work that I do on my
social media, I always try to keep it real,
organic and be myself... One has to
acknowledge it (privilege) and respect it. People often try to brush it under the carpet and shy
away from it. I think it is important to recognise your privilege and know that there are certain
things you have been given in your life, which allow you to do what you do, and I am very
grateful for that.”

Navya, who is actor Abhishek Bachchan’s niece, witnessed her brother Agastya Nanda making
his film debut last year with ‘The Archies.” Her father, Nikhil Nanda, hails from a family of
industrialists, with actors Kareena Kapoor and Ranbir Kapoor being his maternal cousins
through his mother Ritu Nanda.aving completed her education at Fordham University in
New York in 2020, Navya ventured into co-founding Aara Health the same year. Aara Health
focuses on addressing stigmatized women’s health issues, such as menstruation, through its
health-tech platform and product line.

Kunal Kemmu Ditches
Swanky Bike For An

Electric Scooter Ride

el "--I

ctor and director Kunal Kemmu has

recently made his directorial debut with

the comedy film Madgaon Express
starring Divyenndu Sharma, Avinash Tiwary,
Pratik Gandhi and Nora Fatehi. Apart from his
work profile, the actor shares a deep love for
motorcycles. He has a huge collection of
swanky sports bikes in his garage and often gets
spotted riding them in and around the city.
Kunal has now gathered his fans’ attention as he
ditched his expensive bikes and went on an
electric scooter ride.A new video went viral in
which the Kalank actor is seen riding on an
electric kick scooter in the busy streets of
Mumbai. The video featured Kunal entering a
building. The actor donned a casual black t-shirt
that he paired with blue denims. He
accessorised his look with a black and white cap
and a silver chain and completed his look with
grey kolhapuri slippers.

Since the video went viral, social media users
couldn’t stop praising the actor for being so
down to earth. A user commented, “Ye Banda
Best Hai.” Another one wrote, “Hahah he is one
of the best ever.” However, a joked and said that
he is Saif Ali Khan’s brother-in-law at-least
should’ve bought an Activa scooter, while
another one quipped, “Bhai paise bacha raha h
petrol ka (He is saving money on petrol). Well,
this is not the first time when Kunal was seen
riding his e-kick scooter in the busy streets of
Mumbai to beat the heavy traffic. A few weeks
ago, he was seen riding the same e-kick scooter
donning a grey T-shirt paired with dark grey
cargo pants and sneakers.

Work-wise, Kunal Kemmu’s directorial debut
film Madgaon Express has minted Rs 20.33
crore at the Indian box office after 2 weeks of'its
release. The film follows the life of three friends
who go on a vacation to their dream destination
Goa which eventually turns out to be a
nightmare. The film received positive reviews
from the critics and the audience. Madgaon
Express was produced by Farhan Akhat and
Ritesh Sidhwani.On the acting front, Kunal has
worked in several Bollywood films like
Dhoondte Reh Jaoge, Golmaal 3, Golmaal
Again, Bhaag Johnny, Dhol, Malang and
Lootcase among others. He has still not
announced his next project.

Why Did Ranjeet and Danny

Refuse to Play Gabbar
Singh's Role in Sholay

",

in Hindi cinema. The film became iconic

because of its stellar star cast, gripping
performances and the mighty villain Gabbar
Singh. Actor Amjad Khan portrayed the role of
the iconic villain. However, the role was first
offered to Danny Denzongpa and Ranjeet, both
of whom rejected the role. In arecent interview,
Ranjeet recalled the real reason behind
rejecting Sholay.Ranjeet told Smita Prakash, “I
left Sholay, they came to me in Bangalore. The
truth is, Danny ko offer kiya tha aur ek paper
aata tha, The Screen, full page pe uski photo
aayi thi aur Dharam ji Sholay jo hai. Toh he got
stuck in Dharamatma in Afghanistan. Feroz
Khan bola, ‘Yaar, udhar 3 hero hai.” Kisi ko
maalum thode na tha ki Gabbar Singh ka role
kyabanega? No one knew."

S holay remains one of the cult classic films

Feroz convinced Danny ki ‘Main tereko Hema

Malini ke saath gaana de raha hoon. Chod na
yaar, udhar kya karega?’ Danny bhi socha ki
baat toh theek hi hai. Toh unka entire unit had
come to Bangalore and he was stuck in
Afghanistan.

The communication was very bad," he

added.Ranjeet said, “After finishing my
schedule in Dharmatma, I came back earlier. I
was shooting in Bangalore. Inka set bhi
Bangalore main tha, we were living in the same
hotel. I was shooting in the Mysore Palace and
they came to me ki ‘Danny saab toh aa nahi
rahe hain. Humara unit aa gaya hai, schedule
khatam karna hai, bohot kharcha hai.” Toh
maine bola, ‘Toh?""Ranjeet said that Danny is a
very good friend of his and till today, he is
among his top friends.
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