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Katchatheevu row
storm in a teacup

WHEN Katchatheevu burst upon the Indian
election scene a week ago, my mind went back
three decades to evenings spent with JN Dixit,
who had just retired as Foreign Secretary in
January 1994. Dixit, who earned the moniker
“Viceroy’ during his stay in Colombo as India’s
High Commissioner from 1985 to 1989, was a
pioneer of sorts. He was the first Indian Foreign
Secretary to start a regular political column in the
national media on diplomacy at a time when most
of his colleagues took external affairs secrets to
their graves.I spent time in Dixit’s Gurgaon study
because he wanted to write a book on his years in
Sri Lanka. His tenure was the most explosive
period, both literally and figuratively, in the India-
Sri Lanka relations. It was nothing like the current
storm in a teacup over the uninhabited
Katchatheevu island.

Those were the years of the ill-fated Indian Peace-
Keeping Force (IPKF) in Sri Lanka, marked by
rapid ups and downs in bilateral relations. Such
volatility in ties eventually led to the tragic
assassination of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi and then President Ranasinghe
Premadasa within a two-year period. Dixit was
unsure of writing for the public and he gathered
many journalists like me to bounce off his ideas
about stepping into an author’s shoes. Dixit’s
revelatory book on Sri Lanka, titled Assignment
Colombo, took four years because he wanted to
write it from memory to avoid getting entangled
in the stipulations of the Official Secrets Act.
Meanwhile, he published three other books,
which were far less controversial.One evening, he
told me about a reception he hosted for a high-
level visiting Indian delegation at which the
world’s first woman Prime Minister, Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, was the High Commissioner’s
special guest. The mood was light and one of the
Indian visitors, slightly inebriated, asked
Bandaranaike the cheeky question what she
would have done about LTTE supremo Velupillai
Prabhakaran if the island’s civil war had erupted
when she was in power. Without even a moment’s
hesitation, Bandaranaike shot back: “I would
have called my sister in New Delhi and asked her
to look the other way while I sort out this
Prabhakaran fellow and his kind of solution to our
Tamil problem.” The ‘sister’ she was referring to
was Indira Gandhi.

Unsurprisingly, Nirupama Rao, whose life was at
risk during a posting as India’s First Secretary in
Colombo during Sri Lanka’s ethnic strife, went on
X (previously Twitter) — within hours of the
Katchatheevu controversy breaking out on April
1. Rao had to be evacuated from Sri Lanka in
1983. Quoting historians and researchers on the
Katchatheevu settlement to buttress her
argument, Rao wrote that “the personal equation
between Indira Gandhi and Sirimavo

Stakes high for Congress, BJP in Karnataka Lok Sabha battle

(M Siddaramaiah has expressed confidence that the Congress will win at least 20 seats in the state. A bad show may put him on the back foot.

THE outcome of the Lok Sabha elections in Karnataka,
which will go to the polls in two phases (April 26 and
May 7), may impact the future of three leading
politicians of the state. They are not among the
contestants at the hustings. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, Deputy CM and state Congress president
DK Shivakumar and state BJP chief BY Vijayendra are
leaving no stone unturned to achieve the best possible
result for their parties, well aware of the implications of
anunder-par or bad performance.

Less than a year ago, Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar had
helmed the Congress to a superb victory over the BJP,
which had used all its might to retain power in the
southern state. But the commanding win over the arch-
rival in the Assembly elections is no guarantee of a
repeat in the Lok Sabha polls. The Congress cannot take
any chances as the BJP handsomely won the 2014 and
2019 battles in the state. The saffron party clinched 17
seats as against nine of the Congress (out of 28) in 2014,
and bettered its tally in 2019 with 25 seats, with the
Congress winning just one.While Siddaramaiah has
expressed confidence that his party will win at least 20
seats this time, a bad show may put him on the back foot,
encouraging the BJP to engineer defections and make
Congress rebels contest byelections.But that scenario
looks far-fetched as of now mainly because of the huge
gap between the Congress and BJP in the 224-member
House. While a good show will strengthen
Siddaramaiah’s claim to continue as CM for the next
four years, a lacklustre performance will prompt his
detractors to exert pressure on him to vacate his seat after
two-and-a-half years at the helm, as per a supposed
agreement between him and Shivakumar.

For Shivakumar, a bad show will be seen as a reflection on
his ability as a resourceful leader and an organiser and
may impact his claim to Siddaramaiah’s chair late next
year. As regards Vijayendra, who took over as the state
BJP chief six months ago, even one seat less than the
Congress may give enough ammunition to his detractors
in the party — and there are many — to seek his removal.
Vijayendra, an MLA and son of party veteran BS
Yediyurappa, encountered strong opposition from some
senior leaders when he was appointed party chief.

The Janata Dal (Secular)’s unquestioned leader HD
Kumaraswamy is another key player. A poor show may
not matter much to the former CM, though it can lead to
calls to revitalise the party. Battered and bruised in last
year’s Assembly elections, the party is contesting three
seats. Kumaraswamy, the son of former PM HD Deve
Gowda, is contesting from Mandya, the heart of the
Vokkaliga belt.The JD(S) has a tie-up with the BJP this
time, unlike in 2019, when it went with the Congress. It
was a pathetic show by both then as they ended up with
just one seat each while handing a resounding victory to
the BJP. The main reason for the drubbing was that the

Bandaranaike played a decisive role in the
conclusion of the 1974 Agreement.” She said
Bandaranaike made a personal appeal to Indira to
come to her rescue in the Katchatheevu
negotiations, as it would otherwise spell political
disaster for her — just as Dixit recounted decades
later, in a completely different context. Rao later
served in Colombo as High Commissioner from
2004 to 2006.Prof Partha Ghosh of Jawaharlal
Nehru University has pursued this story in his
research. He wrote: “Indira Gandhi appreciated
Bandaranaike’s predicament and manipulated the
situation in such a way that it became a fait
accompli even before the Indian delegation could
react. Bandaranaike remembered this gesture as
late as 1990 with immense gratitude.” Ghosh
ought to have written the year 2000 instead, i.e.
till Bandaranaike completed her final term as
Prime Minister. Her daughter, Chandrika
Kumaratunga, Sri Lanka’s only woman President
for over a decade, did not forget India’s 1974
gesture either.In South Asia, with the exception of
Pakistan because of the historic baggage,
personal equations among leaders have guided
policy. This brought peace and tranquillity, settled
disputes amicably and ensured that the region
remained in India’s sphere of influence since
Independence. This is truer of Sri Lanka
compared to other nations in India’s
neighbourhood.

LAST week, US President Joe Biden told his Chinese
counterpart, Xi Jinping, that US restrictions on high-
technology exports to China were necessary to prevent
advanced US technologies from being used by Beijing to
undermine American security. He also said that these
steps were taken without unduly limiting trade and
investment.Xi responded by stating that such curbs
would create ‘risks for bilateral ties’ by suppressing
China’s trade and technology development. According
to the Chinese readout, Xi also told Biden that Beijing
would not ‘sit back and watch’ if the US continued to
impose such restrictions.China had already moved the
World Trade Organisation (WTO) in December 2022
against US restrictions on advanced computing
semiconductor chips, supercomputer items,
semiconductor manufacturing items, related services
and technologies for China, which it said had violated the
relevant articles of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade, the Agreement on Trade-Related Measures and
the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights. What other steps would the Dragon take now?

In the pre-2024 election mood, some sections of America
are treating Xi’s warning as a result of ‘Biden’s
weakness’ in dealing with a more assertive China. The
Rupert Murdoch-owned New York Post recently went to
the extent of alleging that Xi might be having ‘damning
dirt on the Biden family’s multimillion-dollar business
dealings in China’ or that Biden might be too reticent to
escalate ‘overseas tension’.Also, this has reignited an old
controversy that the Bill Clinton administration was
hasty in helping China enter the WTO in 2000. In 2017,
Robert Lighthizer, then President Donald Trump’s US
Trade Representative (USTR), reported to the US
Congress that ‘the United States erred in supporting
China’s entry into the WTO on terms that have proven to
be ineffective in securing China’s embrace of an open,
market-oriented trade regime’.Tesla’s recent slump in
China is being cited as an example of how American

THE Line of Actual Control (LAC) is set
to become more contentious, with
China announcing plans to set up 175
border villages besides the 628
Xiaokang (prosperous villages) it has
already raised along the LAC. These
villages have the twin purposes of
enhancing China’s military readiness
for a potential battle with India as well
as to bolster its territorial claims. More
villages have come up on the Chinese
side of the LAC along Arunachal
Pradesh. But villages sprouting up in
areas along the Ladakh region need a
more concerted intervention from the
troops and the locals.The Indian
response has been decidedly quick
after it concluded that the Xiaokang
could enable the Chinese to assert that being populated
areas, these should be excluded from border negotiations

- s PRIV T T TTTTRETY
G . r ¢

!

voter base and political turf were nearly the same for
both the Congress and the JD(S) — Vokkaligas and south
Karnataka, respectively. It must, however, be said that
the Congress has a wider support base — both in terms of
caste combination and regions of Karnataka. In 2019,
there was acrimony over the alliance among both the
leaders and workers of both parties. In contrast, the
JD(S) and the BJP have ensured smooth coordination at
the leaders’ level so far. However, whether this can be
achieved at the ground level remains to be seen.If there is
one distinct feature of this Lok Sabha election compared
to the previous one in the state, it is the rebellion that has
troubled the major parties, especially the BIJP.
Differences erupted within the saffron party several
weeks before the polls were announced and grew
manifold after the announcement of candidates. The
party encountered serious problems in 16 of the 28 seats
— Belagavi, Bidar, Raichur, Koppal, Dharwad, Uttara
Kannada, Davanagere, Shivamogga, Chitradurga,
Tumakuru, Chikkaballapur, Chamarajanagar,
Kalaburagi, Udupi-Chikmagalur, Dakshina Kannada
and Mysuru. Yediyurappa, seen as the man behind the
selection of candidates, went to several of these areas to
pacify the rebels. As many of them were unrelenting,
BJP leader Amit Shah, during his visit to Bengaluru last
week, spoke to them and mollified them. Still, the
possibility of sabotage harming the party in some of the
seats cannot be ruled out. Differences came out in some

China’s LAC moves

India must pay greater attention to border villages

as per the 2005 Border Defence Cooperation Agreement.
By raising villages even in illegally occupied areas
opposite Ladakh, the Chinese are signalling that the

America braces itself for China’s next move
There is no evidence that the US was remiss in considering its security and commercial interests while allowing China into the WTO.

interests are hit. Just recently, the New York Times
said Chinese EV makers are taking market share
and becoming a security concern for the US and
Europe: “Chinese leaders wanted a Tesla plant to
jump-start China’s EV sector... Its Chinese rival
BYD overtook it in worldwide sales late last year.”
Further, Bloomberg reported a $350-billion
‘slump’in Tesla’s investor expectations.There is no
evidence that America was remiss in considering
its security and commercial interests while
allowing China into the WTO. On September 12,
1999, then US President Bill Clinton met his
Chinese counterpart Jiang Zemin in New Zealand.
Washington’s objectives then were to expect
Beijing to respect ‘political pluralism’ and ‘free
markets’ through Chinese ‘reformers’. Sandy
Berger, Clinton’s National Security Adviser, had
then said that the US-China relations were back on
track. During that era, Clinton’s trade and security
leaders, like Michael Kantor (USTR) and William
Perry (Defence Secretary), had said that China was
helpful in managing the 1995 Taiwan Strait crisis
and North Korea’s nuclear ambitions.

In pursuit of this policy, an all-day discussion was held on
September 24, 1999, by the US National Intelligence
Council and the Federal Research Division of the
Library of Congress to discuss the five-year outlook for
China’s domestic development, its international security
behaviour and its implications for the US. Its transcripts,
running into 104 pages, covered every facet of the US-
China relations.Among those who attended were nine
China specialists from the US intelligence community
and the directors of the China departments in state and
defence. Most of them felt that China’s new features in
governance were an increasing institutionalisation, less
arbitrary decision-making, civilian-based leadership in
its Politburo, the growth of civil society amid increasing
wealth and the influence of businessmen and academics.

They also assessed that the Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Cooperation (MOFTEC) would deal with the WTO on
its joining, replacing its old-style communist
bureaucracies associated with the planning system.

Hence, they concluded that Chinese membership in the
WTO would be strongly in the interests of the US, as it
would provide ‘American businesses and farmers with
directaccess to a significant and growing market’.

Following this, the US-China Relations Act of 2000 was
signed into law on October 10, 2000, following
substantial support in both Houses of the Congress, after
which China became a WTO member on December 11,
2001. Joe Biden, then a Senator, stated on record that this
would help promote stability across the Taiwan Strait,
encourage China to reform its economic system and
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seats as rebel leaders stayed away from the candidates’
filing of nominations. In Shivamogga, the party has
given up on former minister KS Eshwarappa, a veteran
backward-class leader who has raised the banner of
revolt and decided to contest against BY Raghavendra,
Yediyurappa’s son. Eshwarappa rebelled after his son
was denied the Haveri ticket in favour of former CM
Basavaraj Bommai.If the rebellion is a headache for the
BJP, the Congress is facing problems in finalising
candidates. The leadership wanted to field 10 ministers,
but all of them, well-entrenched in state politics, refused.
Some of them demanded the ticket for their kin. The
party relented and agreed to their demand.
Consequently, on eight seats, the party has fielded the
son/daughter/brother of ministers. It faced a huge
problem in finding a candidate for the Kolar reserved
seat, which witnessed a factional fight — a continuation
of what the constituency has been seeing for about two
decades. Here, KH Muniyappa — a former Central
minister, a seven-time MP from Kolar and now a
minister in the state — wanted the ticket for his son-in-
law. The anti-Muniyappa faction opposed this. Finally,
the choice fell on a neutral candidate, but the minister
(whose daughter is also an MLA) is still angry over what
has transpired. In the neighbouring Chikkaballapur, too,
the party has faced factional discord after it denied the
ticket to former Central minister and ex-CM Veerappa
Moily.

region is irrevocably theirs. But the Indian
riposte in the form of the Vibrant Villages
Programme to turn summer border
settlements into round-the-year modern
tourist attractions is still a work in
progress.

To ensure that these areas don’t become
ghost villages, the best option is to settle
the Ladakhi people there. After all, it is
their land that is being coveted by China.
They are also well-placed to brave the
harsh heights. However, the Centre needs
to address the ferment in Ladakh to make
the residents willing participants. By
calling off the march to the LAC, Ladakhi
activist Sonam Wangchuk has refrained
from embarrassing the Centre. His
reasonableness needs to be complemented

by fulfilling the aspirations of the people, who can be a

vital cogin the defence of the LAC.

enhance its respect for the rule of law.

However, as a measure of abundant
caution, the Congress also set up a
US-China economic and security
review commission and the
requirement of a statutory USTR
report to the Congress to monitor
China’s compliance with its WTO
obligations. This proved premonitory
as signs began to emerge in the 2000s
that China had reneged on its promise
of market reforms and political
pluralism. A hearing by the security
review panel on December 13, 2011,
gave instances of US technology
being used by China to spy on liberals.

Did China deceive America to get into
the WTO? This theory emerged with
French investigative journalist Roger
Faligot’s book, Les Services Secret
Chinois (1987). Its updated English
translation, Chinese Spies, was
reviewed by me for Indian readers.

Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, during his 1979 charm-
offensive visit to the US, took Ling Yun — his new spy
chief — to start a liaison with the CIA through the
Guoanbu’s (spy agency) second bureau. Guoanbu’s 10th
bureau was charged with economic and technical
espionage in the US through newly created front
organisations like MOFTEC.

As aresult, Western countries gathered the impression that
Deng was moving away from the earlier ideology-
oriented secretive communist model into a more open,
institution-driven decision-making system. Faligot
connects China’s efforts to enter the WTO with the 1996
‘Chinagate’ controversy on alleged election funding and
a Chinese attempt to influence US domestic politics; it
was subjected to a Department of Justice investigation.
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NSE-listed firms’ market
capitalisation crosses Rs 400
lakh crore

New Delhi. The combined market capitalisation of firms
listed on the National Stock Exchange (NSE) crossed
Rs 400 lakh crore, just a day after the Bombay Stock
Exchange experienced a similar milestone.The
development comes at a time when domestic stock
markets have been witnessing an unstoppable rally,
backed by multiple factors.Arihant Capital Markets
director Anita Gandhi told news agency Reuters that
the Q4 business updates shared by companies have
been a major trigger behind the recent glory run on
Dalal Street.Most of the quarterly updates that have
come, be it from lenders, automakers, steelmakers, real
estate companies, they have been good, that's driving
the positivity in the market," Gandhi said.It may be
noted the benchmark indices, Sensex and Nifty, hit
fresh record highs during the session as well. The
uptick was primarily triggered by a rally in information
technology (IT) stocks. Realty and metal stocks also
surged and contributed to the market euphoria.

Sensex crosses 75,000
milestone: Will unstoppable
rally continue?

New Delhi. Dalal Street investors are basking in the
glory as benchmark indices continue their record-
breaking

On Monday, the 30-share Sensex breached the 75,000
mark for the first time, with the Nifty50 also achieving
an all-time high.As of 10:05 am, the Sensex was up
319.6 points at 75,062.10, while the Nifty50 traded
89.60 points higher at 22,755.90.Despite valuation
concerns, even the other domestic-focused broader
market indices were maintaining their positive
momentum. Will the bull run continue?

Analysts remain cautiously optimistic about the
continuation of the bull run, citing factors such as the
Q4 earnings season, the possibility of a pre-election
rally, easing crude oil prices, and positive US economic
data.Several companies have already shared positive
Q4 business updates, indicating strong results for the
final quarter of FY24. While there are apprehensions
regarding the performance of IT firms, analysts are
focusing on the average performance across all sectors.

Some analysts have noted that the markets have entered a
pre-election rally following yesterday's stellar
performance on Dalal Street. The combined market
capitalisation of all BSE-listed companies has crossed
Rs 400 lakh crore.This rally is partly attributed to the
widespread belief that the BJP-led NDA government
will return to power, with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi remaining popular among a vast majority of
Indians.Motilal Oswal, a brokerage firm, believes that
the anticipated political stability post the upcoming Lok
Sabha Elections 2024 will enhance overall economic
momentum, with a focus on infrastructure, capital
expenditure, and manufacturing.

According to ICICI Securities, the Nifty index likely hit
its lowest point in the first quarter of the calendar year,
historically followed by a rally of at least 14 percent
leading up to the general election outcome.Motilal
Oswal, a brokerage firm, believes that the anticipated
political stability post the upcoming Lok Sabha
Elections 2024 will enhance overall economic
momentum, with a focus on infrastructure, capital
expenditure, and manufacturing.According to ICICI
Securities, the Nifty index likely hit its lowest point in
the first quarter of the calendar year, historically
followed by a rally of at least 14 percent leading up to
the general election outcome.

Tata Group-owned Air India to
develop Bengaluru as
aviation hub for South India

NEW DELHI. Tata Group-run Air India has selected
Bangalore International Airport Limited (BIAL) to
develop Bengaluru as an aviation hub for southern India.
Air India said on Monday that they (along with other
Tata Group airlines — AIX and Vistara) and BIAL will
collaborate to enhance international connectivity,
operational efficiency, and passenger experience over
the next five years.The partnership, as per a statement by
Air India, includes strengthening the group’s presence at
Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru (KIAB
or BLR airport) through an enhanced network and
establishing a dedicated domestic lounge for premium
and frequent travellers of Tata Group airlines Air India
and Vistara.

Air India has also signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) with the Government of
Karnataka to establish comprehensive Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul (MRO) facilities at BLR airport.
This partnership will stimulate the MRO ecosystem and
is projected to generate over 1,200 new job opportunities
for highly skilled individuals in the state, the statement
noted.

Air India’s plan to make the IT city an aviation hub comes
as it has set up an ambitious target to achieve 30%
market share in the next few years. As per DGCA data,
Air India and Air India Express had a combined share of
little less than 20% in the international air traffic (to and
from India) during the October-December period.
IndiGo had a share of 18.2% and Vistara held 3.6% of
the international market.“Airline-airport synergy is key
to elevated customer experience and efficient
operations, while Bengaluru is highly attractive as an
origin and destination market as well as a connecting
hub,” said Campbell Wilson, CEO & MD, Air India.

Less scepticism around Bitcoin,
but will the euphoria last

Bitcoin reached a high point on
Monday, its highest in three
weeks. Back in March, it hit an all-
time high of $73,803.25, houncing
back from a big drop in 2022.

New Delhi. A recently published Deutsche
Bank survey showed that consumers are
becoming slightly less sceptical about
Bitcoin after the cryptocurrency registered
a strong rebound this year.However, most
of the people surveyed still expect the most
popular cryptocurrency’s price to drop
sharply by the end of 2024.Details of the
survey, reported by news agency Reuters,
highlighted that although people have
poured billions of dollars into Bitcoin in
hopes of higher returns, top regulators
have said it has no inherent value and
presents risks.The Deutsche Bank survey
included more than 3,600 consumers, with
52% of respondents saying

cryptocurrencies will be an "important
asset class and method of payment
transactions" in future.In contrast, less than
40% said that when surveyed in September
2023.A third of US respondents expect
Bitcoin’s value to drop below $20,000 by
the end of 2024. However, this group is

expect Bitcoin price to be above $75,000
by the end of the year.

Will the Bitcoinrally continue?

Bitcoin reached a high point on Monday,
its highest in three weeks. Back in
March, it hit an all-time high of
$73,803.25, bouncing back from a big
drop in 2022.Analysts quoted by news
agency Reuters believe this recent rise is
because people are excited about new
ways to invest in Bitcoin, like spot
bitcoin ETFs. They also think that cuts in
interest rates could help.Some analysts
think that Bitcoin's price going above
$70,000 again shows that investors aren't
too worried about the risks.Deutsche
Bank analysts think that Bitcoin's price
will stay high because of the upcoming

getting slightly smaller, according to the
survey, In was 35% in February and 36%
in January.

The number of people who think
cryptocurrencies are “just a fad that will
eventually fade” dropped to less than 1%.
Even then, only 10% of the respondents

"Bitcoin halving", where the rate at
which new Bitcoins are created is cut in
half. They also think that regulations, cuts
in interest rates by central banks, and the
possibility of the SEC approving spot
Ethereum ETFs will help keep the price

up.

Explained: Why Morgan Stanley is
bullish on Reliance Industries stock

Reliance shares fell over 1%
during Tuesday's trading
session, but Morgan Stanley
remains bullish on the
Mukesh Ambani-led
conglomate's stock.

New Delhi. Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) fell over 1% on Tuesday after
registering a sharp jump in the previous
trading session.While the shares of the
Mukesh Ambani-led conglomerate
struggled for momentum today, global
brokerage firm Morgan Stanley remains
optimistic about the performance of its
stock.

The brokerage firm has cited potential re-
rating opportunities across RIL’s
business verticals as the reason behind
its optimism.Morgan Stanley has set a
target price of Rs 3,046 for RIL stock,

accompanied by an "overweight"
recommendation. It is worth noting
that RIL’s stock has gained 28% in the
past six months and over 37% in a year.
This year, the stock is up nearly 14%.
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Why is Morgan Stanley bullish on RIL?

Morgan Stanley noted that the stock is
trading at 24 times price-to-earnings and
10 times EV/EBITDA based on the
company's FY26 earnings estimate.

The brokerage suggested that Reliance
Industries could undergo re-rating
across multiple sectors including new

energy, refining, chemicals, and
telecom.Furthermore, the reduction in
debt and a slower pace of capital
expenditure are expected to bolster
Reliance's valuation. The brokerage
highlights that the decrease in net debt is
likely to result in a re-rating
of RIL's stock.In addition,
the brokerage said the rapid
growth of the new energy
sector could generate more
revenue for the
company.Last month,
Goldman Sachs reaffirmed
its "buy" rating on RIL
stock, citing favourable
risk-reward dynamics,
potential value unlocking
from its Disney joint
venture, and improved
return on capital investments.The
analysts at the global brokerage firm
also indicated that with the peak of the
capital expenditure cycle in two key
businesses, Reliance Retail and Jio
Telecom, RIL is expected to witness
enhancements in its overall
performance.

It's a blowout year for Indian real estate as
sales double at Godrej Properties

New Delhi. It seems to be a year of
records for real estate players, as Godrej
Properties Ltd, reported its best ever
quarterly and annual sales
performance.The company's
bookings, or presales, were up
whopping 135% year-on-year at Rs
9,500 crore in Q4 FY24, setting a new
record for the highest quarterly sales
by any publicly listed real estate
developer in India. The Q4 bookings
are higher than the annual bookings in
FY22.

This was in the form of 5,331 homes
with a total area of over 8 million sq.
ft.For the full year FY24, Godrej
Properties' bookings grew by an
impressive 84% year-on-year to over
Rs 22,500 crore, surpassing the
company's guidance provided at the
start of the year by 61%.

This achievement also marks the highest

listed real estate developer in India,

respective markets.

with t.hg sale of 14,310 homes spanning Yesterday, another Mumbai-based real
20 million sq. ft.The company said the
sales were driven by strong demand in

Godrej Zenith in NCR, which achieved
a booking value of more than Rs 3,000
crore, and Godrej Reserve in MMR,
which recorded a booking value of Rs
2,690 crore. Both projects were the best
ever launches for GPL in their

estate developer, Keystone Realtors
Limited (Rustomjee), also
reported strong operational
performance for Q4 FY24.
Rustomjee's pre-sales for the
quarter grew 78% year-on-year.
For the full year FY24,
Rustomjee's pre-sales reached
INR 22.66 billion, registering a
growth of 41% year-on-
year.The company said it has a
strong launch pipeline for the
current year, bolstered by their
recent entry into the Hyderabad
market.The strong performane
of both Godrej Properties and
Rustomjee in Q4 FY24 reflects the
resilience and growth potential of the
Indian real estate sector, and indicates
that the sector is now fully out of the
impact of the pandemic.

Swiggy shifts to public
limited company
ahead of IPQ debut

New Delhi. Swiggy has transitioned to a public
limited company from a private limited, ahead of
its awaited initial public offering (IPO) as per the
document submitted with the Registrar of
Companies, reported The Economic Times.

The holding company of the popular food-delivery
and quick-commerce platform has officially
changed its name from Swiggy Private Limited to
Swiggy Limited.This development aligns with
the company's upcoming plans to submit a draft
red herring prospectus in the coming months,
paving the way for an anticipated $1 billion initial
public offering of shares towards the year's
end.Many other internet companies are also
planning to sell their shares to the public.
Companies like Ola Electric, FirstCry, and Awfis
have already started the process, and some have
even succeeded. For example, Mamaearth's
parent company went public in November.

The food delivery platform Swiggy changed its
registered name from Bundl Technologies Pvt
Ltd to Swiggy Pvt Ltd on February 27. The
purpose behind this alteration was to enhance the
association of the company's corporate name with
its core brand, 'Swiggy', as stated by the company.

To prepare for this big step, Swiggy is working hard
to improve its financial numbers. They want to

show potential investors that they can be
profitable. Instamart, the quick commerce arm,
has been spending a lot of cash lately.

According to reports, the company incurred a loss
0f $207 million during the nine months ending in
December 2023, despite generating a revenue of
$1.02 billion. In fiscal year 2023, Swiggy
reported a net loss of $501 million on operating
revenue of $992 million.Swiggy was planning to
cut its workforce by 6% in January, affecting
around 350 to 400 people who might lose their
jobs, mostly in departments like technology and
customer service, to save money

Recently, Swiggy hired Suparna Mitra as an
independent director. She used to lead the
watches and wearables division at Titan. This
comes after Mallika Srinivasan, who was an
independent director, stepped down from the

annual sales recorded by any publicly

company's board in February.

Indian CEQs getting better
Increments than most. Here'’s proof

Compensation of CEQs in Indian

firms surged by 35% to Rs 9.3

crore in 4 years

Average CEQ compensation in

2024 is Rs 13.8 crore

Half of the CEOs targeted

compensation of more than Rs 10

crore in 2024

New Delhi The median CEO compensation
in India surged 35% in 2024 to Rs 9.3
crore, marking a sharp increase from Rs
6.9 crore in 2020, revealed a survey
conducted by Deloitte India. The Deloitte
India Executive Performance and
Rewards Survey covered over 400 Indian
companies across various sectors.

It highlighted that the average CEO
compensation in 2024 was Rs 13.8 crore,
marking a 40% increase from the pre-
Covid levels of Rs 9.8 crore in 2020. This

increase was partly due to some
CEOs receiving exceptionally high
pay, which raised the average.The
survey focused on business-to-
business (B2B) companies,
excluding those in the public sector,
with most of them having turnovers
exceeding Rs 1,000 crore.Half of
the CEOs targeted compensation of
more than Rs 10 crore in 2024,
compared to only a third in 2020.
The survey noted that CEOs, who are
also promoters or part of the
promoter family, received a median
pay of Rs 11.9 crore and an average
of Rs 16.7 crore.Their pay has risen
faster than that of professional
CEOs.Explaining the reason behind the
jump in annual salaries, Anandorup
Ghose, partner at Deloitte India, said
promoter CEOs tend to have longer
tenures, and their compensation varies
widely, affecting the average.“Promoter
CEO compensation outpacing
professional CEO compensation is
primarily driven by two factors.
Professional CEOs change more often
than promoter CEOs due to the longer

tenure of promoter CEOs at an aggregate.
But it is also important to note that the
range of promoter CEO compensation is
very wide, and that affects the higher
averages," Ghose said.The survey also
found that more than half of the CEOs'
compensation is based on performance,
with professional CEOs having a higher
portion of their pay at risk compared to
promoter CEOs.

Chief Operating Officers (COOs) and
Chief Financial Officers (CFOs) continue
to receive the highest compensation

among other executives. For these
roles, 44% of compensation is at
risk, with a significant portion tied
to long-term incentives.When
evaluating CEO and executive
performance, companies consider
both financial and non-financial
metrics. However, financial goals
still dominate incentive structures,
although companies are moving
towards more structured bonus
payouts and reducing
discretionary decision-making in
compensation.
Regarding long-term incentives, the
survey highlighted an increase in
companies using share-based incentives,
while the use of stock options has
declined.

Ghose went on to say that large Indian

companies with mature compensation
practices are increasingly using
performance shares and diverse incentive
plans.Another analysis of CEO changes
in BSE 200 companies revealed that 45%
of companies witnessed a CEO change in
the past five years, with a majority of new
CEOs being internally appointed.
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Excise Policy Case: BRS Leader K Kavitha's
Judicial Custody Extended Till April 23

»The Directorate
of Enforcement
(ED) arrested K.
Kavitha MLC,
Telangana
Legislative
Council, on

March 15, 2024,

in the case of
the Delhi Liguor
Policy Scam.

New Delhi. In yet another setback for Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) MLC K Kavitha, the
Rouse Avenue Court on Tuesday extended
her judicial custody till April 23 in
connection with the Delhi Excise Policy
case. This decision came as the court granted
the Enforcement Directorate's plea, citing
concerns of witness tampering and evidence
tampering by the accused.

During the hearing, Advocate Nitesh Rana,
representing K Kavitha, opposed the ED's
plea, arguing that there were no new grounds
presented since her initial arrest. Despite
this, the court sided with the Enforcement
Directorate's arguments and extended K
Kavitha's judicial custody. The court also
refused K Kavitha's request to address the
court orally and instructed her to submit her
statements in writing. This decision marks
another development in the legal battle
surrounding the excise policy
scam.Advocate Zoheb Hossain, along with
Naveen Kumar Matta and Simon Benjamin,
appeared for the Enforcement Directorate.
At the same time, Advocates Nitesh Rana,
Deepak Rana, and Mohit Rao represented K
Kavitha during the proceedings.

Probe Against K Kavitha A

The case stems from allegations of corruption
and conspiracy in the formulation and
implementation of the Delhi Excise Policy
2021-22. The ED's investigation has
uncovered a network of illegal funds and
kickbacks allegedly involving top leaders of

ccording to the ED, K Kavitha and her
associates conspired with AAP leaders, to
influence the excise policy in exchange for
monetary benefits. The investigation alleges
that Rs 100 crore was paid to AAP leaders as

kickbacks, highlighting the depth of
corruption within the political landscape.

the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), including Search Operations And Arrests

Arvind Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia
Accusations And Allegations

The ED's probe has led to extensive search

operations across the country, resulting in

the arrest of several individuals, including
prominent AAP figures like Manish Sisodia,
Sanjay Singh, and Vijay Nair. The agency
has filed multiple complaints and conducted
numerous search operations to uncover
evidence of wrongdoing.To date, the ED has
filed prosecutions and supplementary
complaints in connection with the case.
Additionally, assets worth Rs 128.79 crore
have been traced and provisionally attached.
These legal actions underscore the severity
of the allegations and the authorities'
commitment to holding those involved
accountable.

CBI Inquiry And Allegations

The ED's investigation builds upon a CBI case
initiated on the recommendation of the
Delhi Lieutenant Governor, following
findings of irregularities in the excise policy.
Both agencies allege violations of various
laws and regulations, including the GNCTD
Act 1991 and the Delhi Excise Act 2009.he
probe alleges multiple instances of
misconduct, including the waiver of license
fees and the extension of licenses without
proper approval. These actions, if proven
true, represent a significant breach.s

Uttarakhand gurdwara chief's Maharashtra Opposition Seaf

BJP Trying To Bring Delhi
Under President's Rule: AAP
MLAs In Assembly

New Delhi. AAP legislators on Monday alleged in the
Delhi Assembly that the BJP was trying to bring the
national capital under President's Rule after Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's arrest. AAP MLA from
Kasturba Nagar Madan Lal, during a discussion on
"attempts to unconstitutionally impose President's
Rule in Delhi", claimed the BJP was trying to force Mr
Kejriwal to resign after his arrest."An emergency-like
situation has been created in Delhi where the L-G (VK
Saxena) is saying he will not allow Mr Kejriwal to run
the government from jail," he said.

AAP MLAs claimed the Delhi chief minister was not
prevented to run the government from jail by any
law.PTI : BJP trying to bring Delhi under President's
rule: AAPMLAs in assemblyMr Kejriwal was arrested
in a money laundering case linked to now scrapped
excise policy of his government by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on March 21. He is in judicial
custody till April 15.Lal claimed that rumours of
President's Rule in Delhi were being spread to
intimidate the AAP.Another AAP MLA, BS Joon, said
some people are creating panic by claiming that Delhi
Assembly will be dissolved. He asserted there was no
constitutional crisis in Delhi.Joon said the Delhi High
Court has already rejected PILs seeking the chief
minister's removal from his post.sSAAP MLA from
Model Town, Akhilesh Pati Tripathi, said Mr Kejriwal
was arrested in a "fake" case but the AAP will not
succumb to the BIJP's pressure, and that he will
continue as chief minister.

Saudi Echoes India's 'No
Interference From External

Parties' Stance On Kashmir
After Talks With Pak

d

New Delhi. Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Saudi de-facto ruler Prince Mohammed bin
Salman recently convened for an official meeting at
Al-Safa Palace in Mecca on April 7. During the
meeting, they emphasised the importance of
discussions between Islamabad and New Delhi to

settle their "outstanding issues," with a particular
focus on the Kashmir matter. The statement came in a
joint statement which was issued a day after the
meeting, reported news agency PTI.

The statement comes at a time when for a long time,
New Delhi has maintained that Kashmir is a matter to
be resolved directly between India and Pakistan,
without any involvement or interference from
external parties. Saudi Arabia and Pakistan talked
about strengthening the friendly ties between the two
countries and finding ways to work together better in
different areas. They also talked about issues in the
region, like Kashmir, as mentioned in their statement.

“The two sides stressed the importance of dialogue
between Pakistan and India to resolve the outstanding
issues between the two countries, especially the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute to ensure peace and
stability in the region,” PTI reported quoting the
statement.

The relationship between the two countries took a
downturn after India scrapped Article 370 of its
Constitution, which gave special status to Jammu and
Kashmir, and divided the region into two Union
Territories on August 5, 2019. Pakistan strongly
reacted to India's decision, reducing diplomatic
relations and expelling the Indian ambassador. India
has consistently informed Pakistan that Jammu and
Kashmir is an integral part.

shooter Kkilled in police encounter

The man who shot the dera kar seva chief of the Nanakmatta Sahib Gurdwara in Uttarakhand's
Udham Singh Nagar was killed by the Uttarakhand STF and Haridwar Police in an encounter.

New Delhi.The man who shot the dera §
kar seva chief of the Nanakmatta |
Sahib Gurdwara in Uttarakhand's 3

Udham Singh Nagar was killed by 3 |

the Uttarakhand STF and Haridwar =
Police in an encounter, the state's top

cop told ANI news agency on .

Tuesday.Baba Tarsem Singh was

shot dead on March 28 on the shrine's | 3 :

premises by Sarabjit Singh and
Amarjit Singh, who came on a bike.
The dera kar seva chief of the
Nanakmatta Sahib Gurdwara was
sitting in a chair when he was shot
with a rifle by the shooter who was
riding pillion.While announcing
Amarjit Singh's death, Uttarakhand
DGP Abhinav Kumar told ANI that
his accomplice has fled and the

authorities are searching for
him.Uttarakhand Police had taken
Baba's murder as a challenge and the
STF and police were constantly

looking for both the killers.
police will deal strictly with criminals
if they commit such heinous crimes in
Uttarakhand," said the DGP.Haridwar

Senior Superintendent of Police
Parminder Doval said the encounter
took place between Kaliyar Road
and Bhagwanpur in Haridwar. He
added that more than 16 cases are
registered against Amarjit
Singh.Five people were booked in
connection with the murder of Baba
Tarsem Singh. Those named in the
FIR include the two assailants --

Sarabjit Singh and Amarjit Singh --

The

IAS officer Harbans Singh Chugh
who heads the Nanakmatta
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee,
Baba Anup Singh and Pritam Singh
Sandhu,
regional Sikh outfitSources had told
India Today TV Sarabjit Singh had a
criminal record.

the vice-president of a

Indian Student, 25, Found Dead In US,
Went To Ohio In 2023 For Master's

New Delhi. A 25-year-old
student from Hyderabad,
who moved to the US in
2023 for a Master's at
Cleveland State University,
has been found dead, the
Indian consulate in New
York said today.
Mohammed Abdul Arfath
had been missing for nearly
three weeks, and the
consulate had earlier said
that it was in touch with
Abdul's family and was
working with local law
enforcement agencies to
locate him. This morning,
the embassy said he was
found dead.

"Anguished to learn that Mr. Mohammed
Abdul Arfath, for whom search
operation was underway, was found
dead in Cleveland, Ohio. Our deepest
condolences to Mr Mohammed
Arfath's family," the consulate said ina
post on X."@IndiainNewYork is in
touch with local agencies to ensure
thorough investigation into Mr
Mohammed Abdul Arfath's death. We

are extending all possible assistance to
the bereaved family to transport his
mortal remains to India," it
added.Arfath's father Mohammed
Saleem said they last spoke on March 7
and then his cellphone was switched
off. On March 19, Mr Saleem received
a call from an unidentified person, who
said Arfath had been kidnapped by a
gang selling drugs and demanded
$1,200.1 got a call from an unknown

number, and the caller
informed me that my son had
been kidnapped and
demanded money. The caller
did not mention the mode of
payment. When I asked the
caller to let us talk to my son,
he refused," Mr Saleem told
news agency PTL

Several Indian and Indian-
origin students have died in
the US this year. The back-to-
back deaths have left Indian
students in the US and their
families in India shocked and
worried. Of the students who
have died, 25-year-old Vivek
Saini was hammered to death
by a homeless drug addict and

27-year-old Venkataramana Pittala
died in a watercraft accident. The cause
of death of several students is yet to be
confirmed. The US is a favoured
destination for Indian students looking
to pursue higher education. According
to the US, over 2.6 lakh Indian students
migrated to the country in the 2022-
2023 session. This was a 35 per cent
jump from the previous session.

Pact Final, Team Thackeray
To Contest 21 Seats

Mumbai. The opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi
alliance in Maharashtra has reached a deal for the
state's 48 Lok Sabha seats - 10 days before the
start of the election - senior bloc leaders said
Tuesday morningThe Shiv Sena faction led by
former Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray gets the
lion's share - 21 seats - with the Congress allotted
17 and 10 reserved for Sharad Pawar's Nationalist
Congress Party group.Mr Thackeray's Sena will
also contest four of Mumbai's six seats - North
West, South Central, South, and South East seats.
The Congress will contest the other two - North
and North Central.n the 2019 election the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the (then undivided)
Sena won three each; the two were allies then but
fell out, in dramatic fashion after the Assembly
election later that year.

Bhiwandi, Sangli Row Settled

The Bhiwandi and Sangli seats - which all three

claimed, threatening to derail talks - have been

given to Mr Pawar's NCP and Uddhav

Thackeray's Sena. Congress leader Nana Patole

called the issue "resolved" and said, "... our

workers will work to make the MVA candidates
victorious in both seats."

.. we saw what (this) dictatorial government (a

reference to the BJP) has been doing. Our workers

have worked wholeheartedly, across the country,
to fight against these dictatorial people," the

Congress' Maharashtra unit boss said, "The aim is

to throw out the BJP. We will work for

this.""There comes a time when we have to move
forward... we have reached this deal with the aim
of winning the election. We have done this... now
the people will decide," Mr Thackeray said.Mr

Pawar said candidates (for seats not yet

announced) will be announced soon.The

Bhiwandi candidate has been confirmed as the

Thackeray Sena leader Chandrahar Patil, a former

wrestler. The seat was won by the BJP's Kapil

Patil inthe 2014 and 2019 elections.

Similarly, Sangli was won by the BJP's Sanjaykaka
Patil in the two previous elections, and, like party
colleague Kapil Patil, has been given the chance
to win his seat for a third consecutive time.Sangli
was a Congress stronghold; the party dominated
the seat from 1962 to 2009.Apart from Bhiwandi,
NCP faction will also contest the family
stronghold of Baramati, which will see a high-
profile clash between sitting MP Supriya Sule,
who is Sharad Pawar's daughter, and Sunetra
Pawar, who is the wife of Mr Pawar's nephew Ajit
Pawar, who led the rebellion that broke the party.

BJP Complains To Election Commission
Against Qutfit Misusing RSS' Name

A delegation of BJP leaders approached the poll panel and submitted a complaint in this connection, demanding that
an FIR be lodged against the "fake" organisation and a notice be 1ssued to the Congress.

New Delhi. The BJP on Monday alleged
that an organisation linked to Congress
leaders was misusing RSS' name to push
propaganda against the ruling party in the
run-up to the Lok Sabha polls and urged
the Election Commission to take "strict
action" against them.

A delegation of BJP leaders including its
national organisation secretary Arun
Singh, Sanjay Mayukh and Om Pathak
approached the poll panel and submitted
a complaint in this connection,
demanding that an FIR be lodged against
the "fake" organisation and a notice be
issued to the Congress.There was no
immediate reaction from the Congress on
the allegation.Mr Singh told reporters
that the outfit has been trying to mislead
the people by unlawfully using the name
of the RSS to create confusion even
though the Supreme Court has also
dismissed its petition challenging the
Assistant Registrar of Societies' decision

to not register it under the name and
style of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh which was already registered
since 1925."The fake organisation
has been floated in the name of the
RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak fg

Sangh) at the behest of the Congress [

leaders Rahul Gandhi and Sonia %
Gandhi to create confusion and
mislead people of the country," Mr |
Singh said after meeting the Election '
Commission officials.He alleged
that the Congress' Seva Dal chief
heads this "fake" organisation.Mr Singh
said the outfit is reaching out to people
telling them that they should ensure the
defeat of the BJP."Using the name of the
RSS, this organisation is pushing the
same narrative that Rahul Gandhi has
been trying to build. They are posting on
X messages like 'Constitution is under
threat', 'the BJPs 400 paar slogan is an
illusion, the BJP has to be defeated'. And

those from the Congress are reposting
them," he charged."We urged the
Election Commission to take strict action

social media posts are not promoted to
create confusion and mislead people in
the run of to elections."It's a gross
violation of the model code of conduct.
We have requested the EC to take strict
action,”" the BJP leader added.In its
memorandum to EC, the ruling BJP said
that a "viral video" pledging support to
the opposition's INDIA bloc and its
constituent Congress was uploaded on
the YouTube channel,” Aawaz India', on
March 24 with the title "RSS supports
Congress, creates uproar across the
country; PC (Press Conference) of RSS
Chief Janardan Moon, Abdul
Pasha".This "propaganda video" was

against them and lodge an FIR against
such people. Their social media posts
should also be removed," the BJP leader
told reporters.Mr Singh said that the BJP
delegation also urged the EC to issue a
notice to the Congress in the matter so
that such "fake organisations" and their

shared by Rahul Kajal, a member of the
Congress, on his X' account along with
the post, it said, adding that Lalji Desai,
chief organiser of the Congress Seva Dal
posted the video on March 26 on X' with
a caption 'Desh aur samvidhaan ko
bachana hai, Modi ko hatana hai: RSS'.
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'Won't get in the middle: US on
'India’s hand in killings'
allegations by Pak

World. The US, on Pakistan's allegations that the Indian
government assassinated several individuals on the
other side of the border, has said it was not going to get
in the middle of'the situation.However, the US also said
both sides should avoid an escalation. The response by
US State Department Spokesperson Matthew Miller
came after he was asked about Washington's stance on a
report by The Guardian, citing Pakistani officials,
alleging that India killed individuals associated with
terrorism and extremism on Pakistan's soil."So, we
have been following the media reports about this issue.
We don’t have any comment on the underlying
allegations, but of course, we're not going to get in the
middle of this situation," Miller said.

"We encourage both sides to avoid escalation and find a
resolution through dialogue," he added.The report,
earlier this month, quoted intelligence operatives in
India and Pakistan to claim that India's move was part
of a wider strategy to eliminate terrorists living on
foreign soil. The report was supported by recent claims
by Canada, alleging the involvement of the Indian
government in the killing of Khalistani terrorist,
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, who was shot dead outside a
gurdwara in Surrey on June 18,2023.

Later, in response to the report, the Ministry of External
Affairs denied all such allegations, calling them "false
and malicious propaganda".The allegations are "false
and malicious anti-India propaganda”, the Ministry of
External Affairs told The Guardian.
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Biden pitches student loan relief plan,
23 million Americans may benefit

Joe Biden has announced to ease
student debt that is expected to
benefit at least 23 million
people. Progressive voters had
urged the White House to
address student loan debt.

Madison. President Joe Biden announced
on Monday plans to ease student debt that
would benefit at least 23 million
Americans, addressing a key issue for
young voters whose support he needs as
he seeks re-election in November.The
plans, which the Democratic president
detailed in Madison, Wisconsin, include
cancelling up to $20,000 of accrued and
capitalised interest for borrowers,
regardless of income, which Biden's
administration estimates would eliminate
the entirety of that interest for 23 million
borrowers.Progressive voters, whom
Biden hopes will support him against

Republican challenger Donald Trump,
have long urged the White House to
address student loan debt. Biden's
administration has taken a string of
actions despite the US Supreme Court
blocking his initial plan last year.The
issue remains high on the agenda of
younger voters, many of whom have
concerns about Biden's foreign policy
on the war in Gaza and fault him for not
achieving greater debt forgiveness.
Republicans have called Biden's
student loan forgiveness approach an
overreach of his authority and an unfair
benefit to college-educated borrowers
while other borrowers received no such
relief.

Biden's new plans include automatically
cancelling debt for borrowers who are
eligible for certain forgiveness programs,
who entered repayment decades ago, who
enrolled in low financial value programs,
or who are experiencing hardship.

"This relief can be life-changing," Biden
said in Madison, just as the total solar
eclipse in North America was gracing the
region. "Folks, I will never stop
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delivering student loan relief for hard-

working Americans... It's for the good of
our economy."He added that if he is re-
elected in November's presidential
election, he would push hard to make
community college free.If the latest plans
are finalised following a public comment
period, they would take effect as early as
this fall, White House spokesperson
Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters in a call
detailing the plans. Combined with the
administration's previous actions, they
would benefit more than 30 million
Americans, Jean-Pierre added.US
Senator Bill Cassidy, the top Republican

on the Senate education panel, said
such "loan schemes" simply transfer
the cost of the debt onto others."This
is an unfair ploy to buy votes before
an election and does absolutely
nothing to address the high cost of
education that puts young people
right back into debt," Cassidy wrote
in a statement.To date, the
administration has said it has
approved $146 billion in student debt
relief for 4 million Americans. As of
June 2023, approximately 43.4
million student loan recipients had $1.63
trillion in outstanding loans, according to
the Federal Student Aid website.We're
delivering as much relief as possible for
as many borrowers as possible, as quickly
as possible," US Education Secretary
Miguel Cardona said.Biden has vowed to
continue pushing student debt relief to as
many borrowers as possible following the
Supreme Court's decision blocking his
earlier plan to cancel hundreds of billions
of dollars in debt, and administration
officials said they studied the 6-3 ruling in
crafting the new plans.

It also underlined a previous statement by Eternal Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar in which he said that targeted
killings in other countries were "not the policy of the
government of India".

Mozambique President says over
100 dead in ferry disaster, 20

missing

Maputo. Mozambique's President Filipe Nyusi on
Monday said more than 100 people died after a ferry
sank off the northern coast of the country, with almost
20 others still missing. The passengers were reportedly
fleeing a cholera outbreak.An official from the
country's Maritime Transport Institute
(INTRASMAR) said the vessel carrying 130
passengers was an overloaded fishing boat and was not
licensed to transport people.It was ferrying people
from Lunga in Nampula province to Mozambique
Island on Sunday, Lourenco Machado, an
administrator of INTRASMAR, said on state
television, adding that initial reports indicated that it
was hit by a tidal wave.The passengers were reportedly
fleeing a cholera outbreak, the Office of the Secretary
of State for Nampula province said in a statement,
adding that 10 people had been rescued and nearly 20
others were still missing.Nyusi said he was saddened
by the tragedy and directed the southern African
nation's transport minister to visit the island for
investigation."The Mozambican Government will
meet tomorrow to assess the situation and take
necessary measures to minimise the impact of this
incident," his office said.Videos obtained by Reuters
showed many bodies lying on a beach and some people
carrying the bodies of children.

Mozambique and other countries in Southern Africa have
been battling cholera outbreaks since last year.

Mozambican government data showed the country has
recorded 15,051 cases of cholera since October,
resulting in 32 deaths.

At Gaza truce talks, Hamas
admitted 40 hostages 'no longer
alive': Report

World. Nearly two days after the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) of the United States proposed to advance
adeal between Israel and Hamas to secure the release of
40 hostages held in Gaza, the terror group has
reportedly said it 'does not have the 40 hostages in the
humanitarian category that are still alive'.

According to Yaron Avraham, a political reporter and
presenter at News 12, Hamas has also told the mediators
that the number they say is alive is significantly
lower.The group said those not alive included women,
children, the elderly, and the sick.The US had proposed
a deal for the secure release of hostages in return for a
six-week ceasefire.This came after CIA director Bill
Burns met the head of Israel's Mossad, the Prime
Minister of Qatar and the Egyptian spy chiefin Cairo on
Sunday, in an effort to break the deadlock in
negotiations.A senior Hamas delegation was also in
Cairo at the same time and held separate meetings with
the Egyptian and Qatari mediators.The deal would also

Hyderabad student,

missing for a mon’rh
found dead in US's Ohio

World A 25-year-old Indian student missing
since last month was found dead in Cleveland,
United States. The death of Mohammad Abdul
Arfath, who hails from Hyderabad, is the second
such incident within a week and the 11th in
2024.

Arfath's death was confirmed by the Indian
consulate in New York. "Anguished to learn that
Mohammed Abdul Arfath, for whom a search
operation was underway, was found dead in
Cleveland, Ohio," the Consulate General of
India in New York tweeted. The consulate said it
was in touch with local agencies in the US to
ensure a thorough investigation into the death of
the Cleveland University student."We are
extending all possible assistance to the bereaved
family to transport his mortal remains to India,"
the consulate further said.Arfath had arrived in
the US in May 2023 to pursue a Master’s degree
in Information Technology from Cleveland
University. The 25-year-old went missing
around March 7. His father said he lost contact
with Arfath since then and his phone was
switched off as well.On March 19, Arfath's

Hamas rejects Isruell proposal for Guzu
ceasefire, says 'no progress yet'

after Israeli forces pulled back from
some areas of southern Gaza, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he
had received a detailed report on the
talks in Cairo."We are constantly

combat units, Israel says.More than
one million people are crammed into
the southern city in desperate
conditions, short of food, water and
shelter, and foreign governments and
organisations have urged Israel
against storming Rafah for fears ofa
bloodbath.Hundreds of residents
who had been living in tents in
Rafah ventured back to their
devastated home areas on Monday
following the Israeli pullback.Some
rode on donkey carts, rickshaws and
open-deck vehicles while some just
walked."It is a shock, a shock.. The
destruction is unbearable," said
resident Mohammed Abou Diab. "I
am going to my house and I know that
it is destroyed. I am going to remove
the rubble to get a shirt out," he
added.Palestinian medical officials
said their teams had recovered more
than 80 bodies from areas where the
soldiers operated in the past months.
Western powers have voiced concern ] -
over the high Palestinian civilian death o
toll and the humanitarian crisis arising
from Israel's military onslaught to
destroy Hamas in the densely
populated Gaza Strip.

Cairo. Hamas rejected an Israeli
ceasefire proposal made at talks in
Cairo, a senior Hamas official said on
Monday. Israel and Hamas sent teams
to Egypt on Sunday for talks that
included Qatari and Egyptian
mediators as well as US Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director
William Burns.

Burn's presence underlined rising
pressure from Israel's main ally the
US for a deal that would free Israeli
hostages held in Gaza and get aid to
Palestinian civilians left destitute by
six months of conflict.But senior
Hamas official Ali Baraka told
Reuters, "We reject the latest Israeli
proposals that the Egyptian side
informed us of. The politburo met
today and decided this."Another
Hamas official had earlier told Reuters
that no progress had been made in the
negotiations."There is no change in the
position of the occupation (Israel) and
therefore, there is nothing new in the
Cairo talks," the Hamas official, who
asked not to be identified, told Reuters.
"There is no progress yet."Details of
the proposal were not immediately
known.In Jerusalem on Monday, a day

US woman goes on highway shooting spree:
'God told me to becuuse of eclipse’

working to achieve our goals, first and
foremost the release of all our hostages
and achieving a complete victory over
Hamas," Netanyahu said."This victory
requires entry into Rafah and the
elimination of the terrorist battalions
there. It will happen - there is a date."

He did not specify the date.

Rafah is the last refuge for Palestinian
civilians displaced by relentless Israeli
bombardments that have flattened
their home neighbourhoods. It is also
the last significant redoubt of Hamas

|y

family received a ransom call and was told that
he had been kidnapped by a gang selling drugs
and demanded $1,200 for his release. The caller
also threatened to sell the student's kidneys if the
ransom wasn't paid, Arfath's father said.

"I got a call from an unknown number, and the
caller informed me that my son had been
kidnapped and demanded money. The caller did
not mention the mode of payment but just asked
to pay the amount. When I asked the caller to
allow us to talk to my son, he refused," Arfath's
father told PTL.On March 21, the Indian
consulate had said it was coordinating with local
law enforcement authorities to locate Arfath.

The student's family had also written to External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, requesting him to
locate and bring back Arfath to India.

This is the 11th such incident in the United States
involving Indian or Indian-origin students. Last
week, an Indian student in Ohio, Uma Satya Sai
Gadde, died. The alarming rise in the number of
attacks has caused concern among the Indian-
American community.

At least two people were
injured in the United States
after a woman went on a
shooting spree saying that
god had directed her to that
hecause of the solar eclipse.

passing car several times, spraying
auto glass and grazing the driver in the
arm, the department said in a
statement.She then fired at a second
vehicle, hitting the driver in the neck.
The driver was injured and treated at a
hospital. Troopers stopped the woman
after she drove for about 16 miles (26
kilometers) and found her with an AR-
15 rifle and 9mm handgun. She was
arrested and booked into the Holmes
County jail.

fENBL,

to the Florida Highway Patrol.

Taylon Nichelle Celestine, 22, of
Georgia, entered the highway 115
miles (180 kilometers) from the
Alabama border in the Florida
Panhandle and headed west. Within 5
miles (8 kilometers), she fired into a

Bonifay. A woman checked out of a
Florida hotel and told staff that she was
going on a God-directed shooting
spree because of the solar eclipse, then
shot two drivers on Interstate 10 before
being arrested and charged with
attempted murder Monday, according

include the release of at least 700 Palestinian prisoners,
including more than 100 who are serving life sentences
for killing Israelis.On Monday, a Hamas official told
news agency Reuters that the group has rejected the
Israeli ceasefire proposal made at talks in Cairo, and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said a date
was set for an invasion of Rafah, Gaza's last refuge for
displaced Palestinians.As per a Reuters report, the
group on Tuesday said Israel's proposal that it received

from Qatari and Egyptian mediators did not meet any of
the demands of Palestinian factions. Hamas also said it
would study the proposal, which it described as
"intransigent", and deliver its response to the mediators.

According to the Hamas-run Ministry of Health, more
than 33,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since
the war broke out on October 7.

Of the 253 people Hamas seized on October 7, 133
hostages remain captive. Negotiators have spoken of
around 40 going free in the first stage of a prospective
deal.

Donald Trump declines to endorse
national abortion ban in US

Dive teams were in Baltimore's
Patapsco River, surveying parts of
the Francis Scott Key Bridge
underwater and checking on the
cargo ship to ensure it can be safely
floated away once the wreckage is
lifted.

New York Former US President Donald
Trump said on Monday he believes
abortion limits should be left to the states,
outlining his position in a video in which
he declined to endorse a national ban after
months of mixed messages and
speculation.“Many people have asked me
what my position is on abortion and
abortion rights,” the Republican
presidential candidate said in the video
posted on his Truth Social site.My view is
now that we have abortion where
everybody wanted it from a legal
standpoint, the states will determine by
vote or legislation or perhaps both. And
whatever they decide must be the law of

the land, in this case, the law of the
state.”Trump, in the video, did not say
when in pregnancy he believes abortion
should be banned, declining to endorse a
national cutoff that would have been used
as a cudgel by Democrats ahead of the
November presidential election.But his
endorsement of the patchwork approach
leaves him open to being attached to the
strictest proposed state legislation, which
President Joe Biden and his re-election
campaign have already been working to
do.Anti-abortion activists expressed keen
disappointment that Trump didn’t go
further.In the video, he again took credit
for the US Supreme Court’s decision to
end Roe v. Wade, saying that he was
“proudly the person responsible for the
ending” of the constitutional right to an
abortion and thanking the conservative
justices who overturned it by name.

While he again articulated his support for
three exceptions, in cases of rape, incest
and when the life of the mother is at
risk,he went on to describe the current
legal landscape, in which different states
have different restrictions following the
court’s Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization ruling on June 24, 2022,

which upended the 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision.“Many states will be different.
Many will have a different number of
weeks or some will have more
conservative than others and that’s what
they will be,” he said.“At the end of the
day it’s all about will of the
people.”Trump had long argued that the
Supreme Court’s decision gave those who
oppose abortion rights “tremendous
power to negotiate”, leverage he said he
wanted to use to strike a deal that he hoped
would “make both sides happy” and bring
the country together, even though the
issue is one of the most contentious in
American politics, with some opponents
viewing abortion as murder and
proponents seeing it as a fundamental
women’s right.The announcement drew
immediate condemnation from SBA Pro-
Life America, one of the country’s most
prominent groups opposed to abortion
rights.“We are deeply disappointed in
President Trump’s position,” said the
group’s president, Marjorie Dannenfelser,
in a statement.Unborn children and their
mothers deserve national protections and
national advocacy from the brutality of
the abortion industry. The Dobbs decision

clearly allows both states and Congress to
act.”Senator Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina, one of Trump’s congressional
backers and supporter of a 15-week
national ban, said he “respectfully”
disagreed with Trump over abortion
being an issue for the states. Mike Pence,
a staunch abortion opponent who served
as Trump’s vice president, challenged
him for this year’s Republican
nomination and has said he won’t endorse
him, on X called the stance “a slap in the
face to the millions of pro-life
Americans” who have previously backed
Trump.Trump took to Truth Social later
Monday to lash out at his critics, saying
both Dannenfelser and Graham were “of
absolutely no help as the Democrats
staged rallies and won Elections they
should never have won” after Dobbs,
adding that Graham should focus instead
on “the millions of people dying in
senseless, never-ending Wars that he
constantly favours and
promotes”.Biden’s campaign was quick
to seize on the moment, with
spokesperson Ammar Moussa posting on
X that Trump was “endorsing every single
abortion ban in the states.
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After Gautam Gambhir Hugs MS Dhoni
At Chepauk, Is Everything Really Back
To Normal Between Them?

New Delhi. The cricketing world witnessed
a heartwarming moment of reconciliation
as MS Dhoni and Gautam Gambhir shared
a heartfelt embrace at the conclusion of
the Chennai Super Kings versus Kolkata
Knight Riders clash at Chepauk in IPL
2024. This embrace not only marked the
culmination of a thrilling match, with
Chennai Super Kings emerging victorious
by 7 wickets, but also symbolized the
burying of old hatchets and the restoration
of a friendship once marred by
rivalry.Dhoni and Gambhir, two stalwarts
of Indian cricket, had been embroiled in a
fierce on-field rivalry during their playing
days, leading to rumors of a lingering rift
between them. Speculations had often
surfaced regarding their strained
relationship, fueled by intense encounters
on the cricket field.

However, the tender moment shared
between the two icons, as they embraced
each other with genuine warmth and
camaraderie, put an end to all such
speculations. It was a poignant reminder
that beyond the fierce competition lies a
deep mutual respect and admiration for
each other's talents and contributions to
the game.

The image of Dhoni and Gambhir
embracing each other serves as a powerful
testament to the unifying spirit of cricket,

where friendships transcend rivalries, and
sportsmanship triumphs over animosity.
As the cricketing fraternity celebrates this
touching gesture, it stands as a beacon of
hope and inspiration, reminding us all that
no grudge is insurmountable in the face of
genuine goodwill and camaraderie.

Let me also tell you that while Gambhir and
Dhoni have hugged it out, it does not mean
that former KKR captain will no longer
criticise the 'cult' following behind an
athlete in India. He has been sharp in his
criticism. Gambhir does not see any
athlete before making a comment when he
is in the role of a commentator. He dislikes
the blind fan following of an athlete, no
matter who she or he is. Because such cult
worship puts the individual first and then
the team later. He is also not a man if
milestones but trophies. Gambhir feels
talking more about all players in a team
than just an individual is important.

Gambhir and Dhoni's warm hug underlined
the fact that they were always best friends.
Gambhir is in the business of
communication as well whenever he dons
the hat of a cricket expert and we all know
he does not shy away from expressing
himself without any filter. But it does not
mean he disrespects anyone, bet it Dhoni
or Virat Kohli.

[PL 2024: Chakravarthy
admits KKR ‘could have

assessed the pitch

better’ vs CSK

New Delhi Varun Chakravarthy admitted that
Kolkata erred in assessing the conditions in
the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 match
against Chennai. On Monday, April 8, KKR
lost to CSK by 7 wickets at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium. With the loss at the
Chepauk, Kolkata’s 3-match winning streak
in the ongoing edition of the T20 tournament
also came to an end.After a brisk start in the
powerplay where they scored 56 runs, KKR
slowed down and struggled their way to 137
for 9. CSK romped home with 14 balls left in
their innings. The 32-year-old Chakravarthy
said that Kolkata could have made Chennai
work hard on a slow pitch had they scored
around 160 to 170.We could have assessed
the pitch better because it was staying low. It
was tough to connect the shots, but I felt 160

would have been a par score,” Chakravarthy
said in the post-match press conference.IPL
2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points Table
and Standings | 2024 IPL Full Schedule

“When I saw the pitch, I felt it was flat, but the
way the track behaved was totally different.
That can happen on any ground. 160-170
would have been a fighting total,” he stated.

‘I could not grip the ball’Chakravarthy also
said that dew did not make life easy for him
and the other KKR bowlers. The spinner
finished with figures of 4-0-26-6, but was hit
for back-to-back sixes by Shivam Dube in
the 16th over.“There was a lot of dew in the
second innings and bowling to Dube was
tough. The seam was very wet, and I could
not grip the ball much,” Chakravarthy
added.With the loss, Kolkata stayed at
second in the table with 6 points and a net run
rate of +1.

«(ristiano Ronaldo was

«Al-Hilal beat Al-Nassr 2-1

«Al-Hilal will be aiming to

New Delhi Al-Nassr captain Cristiano

| want to keep the culture of (SK going:
Ruturaj Gaikwad after beating Kolkata

«Chennai beat Kolkata by

] wickets on Tuesday

«Ruturaj Gaikwad scored
67 runs off 58 halls

e (SK chased down 138
with 14 halls to spare

New Delhi. Ruturaj Gaikwad said that he
wants to maintain the culture at CSK that has
been built by MS Dhoni since taking charge
of the team back in 2008. On Monday, April
8, Chennai snapped their 2-match losing
streak in Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024
after beating Kolkata by 7 wickets at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium.

Gaikwad started his journey as CSK captain
with back-to-back wins over Bengaluru and
Gujarat. But the losses against Delhi and
Hyderabad pushed them back slightly.
Gaikwad’s own form with the bat wasn’t
great either. However, he responded strongly

as Chennai recorded their third win on a trot
atthe Chepauk.

‘I am enjoying myself’

"I don't want to be a specific kind of character.
Just like to flow things as they're flowing...
keep the culture of the CSK basically going.
That's what I feel. The success we've had, the

things we have been doing, I don't want to
change a single bit of'it,” Gaikwad said in the
post-match press conference.“I just want to
come there, take my own decisions and just
give as much freedom as possible because
that's what has been happening since I joined
CSK.

IPL 2024: Deshpande reveals secret conversation
between Dhoni, Jadeja on epic prank

New Delhi. Chennai pacer Tushar Deshpande

revealed a hilarious conversation between
MS Dhoni and Ravindra Jadeja during the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024 match
against Kolkata on Monday, April 8 at the
MA Chidambaram Stadium. In the 17th over
of CSK’s run-chase, Jadeja played a prank
on the crowd as he started to walk out after

Vaibhav Arora dismissed Shivam Dube.

However, Jadeja went back inside the dugout.

Thereafter, it was Dhoni who marched out to
a rousing reception from the crowd at the
Chepauk. Deshpande talked about how
Jadeja and Dhoni planned the latter’s
arrival.“He told Jaddu bhai “You go out, but
will go out to bat’. I heard that,” Deshpande

said in a video uploaded on IPL’s official
website.Later, Jadeja, who won the Player
of the Match award, said that the audience
present at the venue in Chennai was waiting
to see MS Dhoni bat.IPL 2024 Full
Coverage | IPL 2024 Points Table and
Standings | 2024 IPL Full Schedule“Wo sirf
apna ek jhalak dikhaya to unke lie ticket ka
paisa vassool ho jaega (If the crowd gets a
glimpse of Dhoni, they will get their
money’s worth),” Jadeja said.Jadeja making
a mark for CSKJadeja played a crucial role
in Chennai’s 7-wicket win over Kolkata.
The left-arm spinner finished with figures of
4-0-18-3 as the home team restricted
Shreyas Iyer’s men to 137 for 9 in 20 overs.
The veteran picked up the crucial wickets of
Sunil Narine, Angkrish Raghuvanshi and
Venkatesh Iyer to break the backbone of the
KKR batting line-up.After Jadeja put his
best foot forward, CSK chased down the
target with 14 balls to spare. Ruturaj
Gaikwad stayed not out on 67 runs off 58
balls with 9 fours. Daryl Mitchell and
Shivam Dube also played handy knocks of
25 and 28 respectively in the run-chase. The
win also made sure that Chennai snapped
their 2-match losing streak.

After skipping IPL 2024, Harry Brook
smashes rapid hundred for Yorkshire

After skipping IPL 2024,
England hatter Harry Brook
made a comeback to the
cricket field and smashed a
brilliant hundred for Yorkshire
in the Second Division County
Championship.

UPDATED England batter Harry Brook

made a comeback to the cricket field and
smashed a brilliant hundred for Yorkshire in
the Second Division County Championship.
Brook, who opted to skip the 2024 season of
the Indian Premier League, scored his 12th
first-class century against Leicestershire at
Headingley. His knock helped Yorkshire
reach 246 for 6 before rain played spoilsport
and forced the game to be called off, with the
match ending as a draw. The star batter from

England had opted out of IPL 2024
following the passing of his
grandmother.Brook scored a 69-ball century
to put his side in a decent position before rain
came pouring down on Monday, April 8. He
scored an unbeaten 100 off 69 balls,
smashing 14 boundaries and two sixes
against Leicestershire. His and opening
batter Adam Lyth’s centuries helped
Yorkshire declare at 246 for 6 in their first
innings. Leicestershire then went on to score

26 for no loss before the game had to be
called off due to rain.

This was the first time that Brook stepped on

the cricket field since England’s tour of the
West Indies in December 2023. He pulled
out of their Test series against India, citing
health concerns for his grandmother and
eventually skipping the IPL following her
passing.Brook was roped in by Delhi in the
IPL 2024 mini-auction held in Dubai last
year. DC shelled out Rs 4 crore for the
England batter, after he was released by
SRH after an under-par IPL 2023, where
Brook scored 190 runs in 11 innings, while
also smashing a century. However, Brook
could not join his new teammates in Delhi as
he pulled out of IPL 2024.The Delhi-based
franchise recently announced South Africa
fast-bowler Lizzad Williams as Brook’s
replacement for IPL 2024 for his base price
of Rs 40 lakh. Since making his international
debut in 2021, Williams has represented
South Africa in two Tests, four ODIs and 11
T20 Internationals.Brook has amassed
1,181 runs in 12 Test matches at an average
0f62.15 and a top-score of 186. In 15 ODIs.

i Gaikwad also said that he is

Nothing really changes and I'm

enjoying myself," Gaikwad stated.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points
Table and Standings | 2024 IPL Full
Schedule

‘I'would always be myself’

more
focussed on maintaining the positive
culture in CSK rather than trying to fill
the huge shoes of MS Dhoni."To be
honest, not really deep conversations, |
feel [around captaincy with Dhoni]. It
was in a very chilled state. Just one
conversation I would say. We were
practising and he came and told me all
this stuff. Obviously for everyone,
others on the outside, they would think
they are big shoes to fill but I feel I
would always be myself and I would
like to continue the culture that has been
going,” Gaikwad added.

After being asked to chase down 138, the
Super Kings romped home with 14
balls left in their innings. Although it
was Ravindra Jadeja, who won the
Player of the Match award for picking up 3
wickets, Gaikwad also impressed everyone
with his knock of 67 off 58.

Placed fourth in the table, CSK’s next match is
against Hardik Pandya’s Mumbai on
Sunday, April 14 at the Wankhede Stadium.

IPL 2024: Jonny Bairstow

ready to 'put best foot forward'

against former side SRH

New Delhi. PBKS wicket-keeping batter Jonny

Bairstow will be going up against his former
side SRH, and is ready to put his best foot
forward when the two teams clash at the
newly-built Yadavindra International Stadium
in Mullanpur. Both Punjab and Hyderabad
have won two and lost two matches this
season and find themselves placed fifth and
sixth in the IPL 2024 points table. Bairstow,
who played for SRH for three seasons before
joining PBKS in 2022, will be looking to fire
against his former side.Speaking in a video
released by PBKS on social media platform
‘X’, Bairstow said he has some amazing
memories with SRH, while insisting that he
will be looking to put his best foot forward
against them. Bairstow scored 1138 runs for
SRH in three seasons. He was at his best in
2019 when he amassed 445 runs in 10
matches, averaging 55.62 while striking at
157.24 as he formed a deadly opening
partnership with David Warner.“I have some
amazing memories with SunRisers
Hyderabad. It was a special time, it was my
first time in the IPL with them. So, playing
against them is always an opportunity. Times
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move on and you play for new franchises. I'll
be looking to out my best foot forward. I'm
with Punjab Kings now but it's always good to
see some old friends,” said Bairstow.He went
on to hail the PBKS fans urging them to come
out in numbers for their match against
Hyderabad. PBKS will be hoping to continue
their winning run at their new stadium, having
defeated DC by 4 wickets in their IPL 2024
opener in Mullanpur.

“We obviously had the first game of the

competition for us where we got a win against
Delhi. Hopefully, we'll be able to build on that.
We then played three away games, we've won
two and lost two. We had fantastic support on
Game 1. You were brilliant and came out in
numbers and we hope to see you in numbers
again for our next four games at home. Your
support means a lot to us. We'll make sure we
try our best for you,” Bairstow added.Both
sides will have a chance to move into the top-
four in the IPL 2024 points table with a win on
Tuesday.

Cristiano Ronaldo sees red as Al-Hilal beat
Al-Nassr in Saudi Super Cup semi-final

shown a red card against
Al-Hilal

in Saudi Super Cup semi-
finals

win a record-extending 4th
Super Cup

Ronaldo was sent off late on as his side
lost 2-1 to city rivals Al-Hilal in their
Saudi Super Cup semi-final after a heated

clash
Monday.Portugal's record scorer was
shown a straight red card four minutes
from time for elbowing an opponent
when his side were 2-0 down before they
scored a late consolation.

Jorge Jesus' Al-Hilal opened the scoring in
the 62nd minute when Salem Al-Dawsari
slotted the ball into the bottom right
corner from a Sergej Milinkovic-Savic
flick after a quick break.Brazilian
forward Malcolm doubled the lead in the
72nd with a fine header after Michael's
long cross from the right found his
compatriot unmarked in the centre of the
box.Former Liverpool forward Sadio
Mane got Al-Nassr on the scoresheet in
stoppage time off Abdulrahman
Ghareeb's pass.Al-Hilal will seek a
record-extending fourth title in
Thursday's final when they face Karim
Benzema's Al-Ittihad, who beat Al-
Wehda 2-1 in the earlier semi-final on
Monday.
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A[gadhana

Ripped Jeans-Crop Top Is A
Summer Wardrobe Essential

ﬁ ctress Aradhana Ram is the daughter of South star Malashri and producer

Ram. Aradhana marked her debut with the recently-released film Kaatera,

alongside Darshan. Since her first film, she has been garnering major
attention from fans and followers. Aradhana has been showered with love and
appreciation on different social media posts as well. The actress has shared a
series of pictures on Instagram.The post, captioned “Running wild”, has amassed
over 11,315 likes on it. In the shared picture, Aradhana Ram is seen posing on an
empty street, while wearing a pair of torn jeans with a multicoloured torn crop top.
She is seen donning a boho look, which is different from what she dresses up like
usually.As per her Instagram profile, Aradhana Ram generally posts pictures in
sarees and ethnic wear. Given the surprising post, several of her followers
commented on it. While one called, “Looking beautiful”, another wrote,
“Gorgeous.” The comment section seemed filled with heart and smiley emojis.

Some of the followers also mentioned Aradhana being better looking in
sarees.Aradhana Ram has also shared a reel video in the same outfit featuring the
recently released song Yimmy Yimmy by Tayc, Shreya Ghoshal, and Rajat
Nagpal.

Earlier this month, Aradhana Ram posted another series of her bold looks in a loose-
fit black satin crop shirt with a dazzling golden mini pencil skirt. She enhanced the
look with golden accessories such as a statement bracelet, earrings, a watch, rings,
and a chain.Earlier this month, Aradhana Ram posted another series of her bold
looks in a loose-fit black satin crop shirt with a dazzling golden mini pencil skirt.
She enhanced the look with golden accessories such as a statement bracelet,
earrings, a watch, rings, and a chain.Aradhana Ram was cast alongside Kannada
actor Darshan in Kateera. It was directed by Tharun Sudhir. According to the
News18 report, the film was made on a budget of Rs 45 crore and collected over
Rs 100 crore at the box office worldwide. Apart from Darshan and Aradhana Ram,
Kaatera featured Jagapathi Babu, Kumar Govind, Vinod Kumar Alva, and

™ Preity Zinta

~  Drops Pic From Her ‘First Photo Shoot
Ever’, Fans Says “You Are Still The Same

Preity Zinta is one of the most famous actresses. She on Monday shared an old photo which immediately went

viral. Preity shared her first ever photo shoot. In no time fans were seen rushing to the comment section and
reacting to it. Many wrote she still looks the same.Taking to her X handle, Preity shared the photo and wrote,
“Was going through some old stuff n found this photo ! OMG !!! My first photo shoot ever... I was all of 20 & I
thought I knew everything I needed to know about the world ... except how to pose for a photo shoot #20yearoldme
#memories #throwback #ting.” One of the fans wrote, “You're still the same.” Another wrote, “How beautiful is this
icture PZ.”
cently, Preity Zinta’s desi look at IPL 2024, sent the entire internet into a meltdown. For Punjab Kings’ Match against
elhi Capitals on Saturday at the Indian r .

emiere League 2024, the actress, who also ?
ms PK, wore a white and red salwar suit and
s seen blowing kisses from the stands. Her
wvisuals from the stand sent fans into a -
collective meltdown. Recently, an old

video of Shah Rukh Khan and Preity
Zinta rehearsing to Veer Zaara’s
sond Tere Liye recently went
viral. The latter recently shared

the video on her Instagram
handle and opened up about

the same. The actress
revealed the video was

taken while they were

rehearsing for an award
, show. .
/ Preity Zinta’s note read, “This
r was us rehearsing for an award

show. I remember I had no
sleep for 2 days and I felt like a zombie. @iamsrk helped brighten the day & the rehearsal with his easy
charm & timely jokes The flip when he is holding me was the same step we did in Jiya Jale. #memories
#tereliye #veerzaara #jiyajale #flashbackfriday #Ting.”Meanwhile on the work front, Preity Zinta is all
set to make a comeback in films. She will be seen with Sunny Deol in Lahore 1947. The film was in the
headlines for a long time. It will be produced by Aamir Khan Productions.

Sblockbuster film Vikram, has played

Guess This Actress Who
Gained Fame With A 2022
qua! Hgasgq Film

wathishta Krishnan, from the 2022 Tamil

important roles in Tamil movies. In the
movie, she was seen playing the role of the
counterpart to ACP Prabhanjan, Kalidas
Jayaram. Her expressive acting skills brought
her fame and recognition in the industry and
helped her grow a significant fanbase.However,
apart from the blockbuster film Vikram,
Swathishta Krishnan has played important
characters in different movies. In her ealy
career, she also did hosting and
modelling.Swathishta Krishnan acted in
Madras Central’s Web Series named Half Boil.
It was a comedy series. It was released in 2017.
Other prominent actors also present in the series
were Gopi and Sudhakar.In 2018, she made her
debut in the Tamil film industry in the comedy-
drama movie Savarakathi directed by GR
Adithya, alongside Ram and Shamna Kasim.
She was seen playing a supporting role in the
movie.Tamil techno-thriller Kee was released in
2019. The film was written and directed by A
Kaleeswaran (Kalees) and produced by Michael
Rayappan. Swathishta played the role named
Anu. Her co-actors were Jiiva, Govind
Padmasoorya, Rajendra Prasad, Nikki Galrani
and Suhasini.Later that year, Tamil sports drama
Jada was released. Jada, the main character of
the film is a rising football star, who sets aside
all his ambitions to participate in a local violent
football tournament. Enraged by the death of his
hero Sethu, he takes part. In Jada, Swadhishta
has worked alongside Kathir, Kishore, and
Roshini Prakash as well. The movie has a 5.4
rating on IMDBIn 2020, Swathishta Krishnan
played a major role in the Tamil Crime film
Madham.

Abloodthirsty gangster and his friends embark on

a journey to fulfil their thirst for wealth. Along
the way, they go through twists and turns and
slowly discover their true selves. She has played
her character opposite Karupaiya
Radhakrishnan.In 2022, the Tamil blockbuster
Vikram was released. The movie was directed
by Lokesh Kanagaraj and produced by Raaj
Kamal Films International. In this major movie,
Swathishta Krishnan played her amazing role
alongside veteran actor Kamal Haasan. Other
prominent actors were Vijay Sethupathi,
Fahadh Faasil, Narain, Kalidas Jayaram, and
Gayathrie. The movie received a whooping 8.3
rating on IMDB.

Bobby Deol And Anurag Kashyap

To Collaborate For An Intense
Gritty Thriller: Report
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his year brings many firsts for Bobby
Deol. The 55-years old Bollywood star is

venturing into South Indian cinema with
roles in Suriya’s much-awaited Tamil fantasy
epic, ‘Kanguva’, as well as Pawan Kalyan’s
Telugu period action film, ‘Hari Hara Veera
Mallu.” Moreover, he’s set to play the
antagonist in a spy thriller by Yash Raj Films,
alongside Alia Bhatt and Sharvari. As if that’s
not thrilling enough, Bobby has recently
signed on to work with Anurag Kashyap on a
mysterious and compelling project.Recent
reports from PeepingMoon.com reveal that
Bobby and Anurag are collaborating on a gritty
thriller. The film’s plot, based on a true story
involving a man wrongly implicated in a rape
case, has generated significant buzz despite
being kept under wraps. Adapted from an
unpublished book by Anurag and two other
writers, this project is a long-awaited
partnership between the actor and director.
Production is scheduled to begin in May, with
most filming to take place in
Mumbai.Excitement is brewing as Bobby and
Anurag are enthusiastic about their
collaboration. Their mutual admiration dates
back to 2017 when they first discussed
working together. The opportunity finally
arose when Anurag pitched this intense script,
fulfilling their shared desire to create
something impactful. Anticipated to feature an
ensemble cast, this film is expected to be on a
grander scale compared to Anurag’s recent
works.
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