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A new flashpoint in
the Gaza war

THE founder of the World Central Kitchen (WCK),
Jose Andres, has alleged that the Israeli Defence
Forces (IDF) systematically targeted the three-car
convoy of its personnel, killing seven volunteers
last Monday.He pointed out that all three vehicles
were clearly marked as WCK vehicles and the
Israelis were aware of their itinerary, route and
humanitarian mission. The WCK is one of the
main institutions that has been delivering food to
the people of the devastated enclave.

Confronted with the surge of anger across the
world, the Israelis quickly completed an internal
investigation and acknowledged on Friday that
the strike was a “serious violation of the IDF’s
rules and operating procedures”. Israel said it had
dismissed two senior officers and three others
were reprimanded.Earlier, the IDF chief of staff,
Lt Gen Herzi Halevi, apologised for the strike and
described it as “a mistake that followed a
misidentification” and that it should not have
happened.Not surprisingly, the Israeli ‘findings’
came a day after US President Joe Biden spoke on
the phone to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and warned him that if Israel did not
change its course n Gaza, “we won’t be able to
support you”.Can one accept the claim that this
tragic incident violated the IDF’s operating
procedures? The Israeli mea culpa does not mean
much because the IDF has a history of strikes on
hospitals, ambulances and journalists clearly
identified as such. Even now, they have not quite
said that the attack was not deliberate.

As the horrendous campaign in Gaza has shown, the
IDF has displayed little concern for the
humanitarian considerations relating to war.
Besides denying food and water to non-
combatants, they have used massive unguided
bombs to destroy buildings to target Hamas
leaders without bothering about the huge
collateral destruction and casualties. Their
operating procedure seems to suggest that killing
a Hamas leader justifies collateral casualties and
destruction regardless of their size. We can
speculate that they may have assumed, falsely
perhaps, that somehow top Hamas leaders were
using the WCK convoy as a cover to move
around.The Hamas probably do use civilian cover
and have possibly sheltered in hospitals and used
ambulances to camouflage their movements. But
surely, the IDF needs to be held to a higher
standard than the Hamas. It does claim that it
operates within international humanitarian law to
avoid collateral casualties. Associated with this is
the question of proportional counter-force in an
insurgency situation. Wiping out an entire block
of flats and killing innocent men, women and
children to target a Hamas cadre is certainly a
grossly disproportionate use of force. A
perspective on Israel’s counter-insurgency tactics
comes ironically from renowned Israeli war
historian Martin van Creveld. In a 2005 essay, he
examined two ways of defeating an insurgency.
The first was used by Syrian President Hafez al-
Assad to defeat the Muslim Brotherhood that
threatened his rule in the early 1980s.When the
‘traditional’ tactics of arrest, torture and
execution did not work, Assad decided to go after
the “head of the snake” — the city of Hama. The
Syrian army surrounded the city and used heavy
artillery to reduce it to ruins, thereby killing
around 20,000 civilians, followed by the
detention of another 15,000 and the deportation of
100,000. Around two-thirds of the city was
demolished and the Muslim Brotherhood 1
movement crushed. The brutality served to deter
the Islamist opponents of the Assad family,
though in 2011-12 a democratic revolution
resulted in an insurgency which has torn the
country apart.Van Creveld contrasts this with the 1
tactics used by the British to successfully
overcome the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
insurgency in Northern Ireland. The insurgency
intensified in the early 1970s as the IRA wenton a
bombing spree. The accompanying riots and
assassinations killed dozens of people. After a
particularly bloody Sunday on January 30, 1972,
the British revised their tactics. They never again
opened fire on marching or rioting crowds, never
used heavy weapons like tanks in their operations,
let alone airpower.

i

It is the collective responsibility of all stakeholders — the state, the industry and society — to en

CHARLES Metcalfe, ambassador to the East India
Company, once told Maharaja Ranjit Singh: “In ancient
Europe, there was the empire of Rome. It rose to greater
and greater glory till the glory was that of Rome as a
whole.” Fascinated by the young man’s views, the
Mabharaja thought about what made empires and
kingdoms truly eternal, about how they could belong to
their people — and the skills those people possessed to
run and sustain economies and not merely armies. Little
wonder then that the conditions in his time were so good
that the people did not wish to migrate to British-held
regions in search of comforts and modernity. The best
workers were sent to European countries for acquiring
new and diverse skills. While establishments connected
to the military were state-owned, sectors like textiles,
leather, wood and paper industries were largely
privatised and competitive in methods, quality and
pricing. The mixed economy absorbed the youth and
upskilled them at a time when societies went from peace
to war rather quickly. In the words of Lord Roberts, this
kingdom was the “finest in Asia”.Today, as big talk on
trillion-dollar economies and projections of grand
progress take precedence over the reality of job losses
and insecurity, some reflection is needed. Recently, the
Institute for Human Development (IHD) and the
International Labour Organisation (ILO) released the
India Employment Report 2024, which highlights that a
big segment of India’s youth is grappling with
unemployment. The report suggests that self-
employment was the primary source of livelihood for
nearly 53 per cent of the Indians in 2022, and this may or
may not provide a dignified living wage to many, let
alone a social security net. The number of youngsters
with secondary or higher education has almost doubled
from 35.2 per cent in 2000 to 65.7 per cent in 2022. Youth
unemployment has surged over the years, and the
educated youth is in the grip of higher levels of
joblessness. This is called ‘educated unemployment’.
We need to ask what a college/university degree is worth

THE attack on officials of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) at Bhupatinagar in West Bengal’s
East Midnapore district on April 6 has aggravated
the conflict between the Centre and the state
government. The officials were targeted when they
were on their way back after arresting two local

connection with a blast that had claimed three lives
Banerjee has accused the NIA sleuths of provoking |

have filed a counter-FIR against the Central
agency’s sleuths under Section 354 (outraging a
woman’s modesty) of the IPC on the complaint of
family members of one of the arrested leaders.

The incident is reminiscent of what happened on
January 5, when a team of the Enforcement
Directorate faced mob violence in North 24
Parganas district’s Sandeshkhali during a search at the
house of TMC strongman Shahjahan Sheikh. At that time,

BJP wedged between two formidable fronts in Kerala

The Congress” major worry is the usual discord, worsened by the shortage of campaign funds.

THE poll result in two of Kerala’s 20 Lok Sabha

constituencies is a foregone conclusion. Candidates of
the Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) are set to win.
It has always been so, barring an occasion or two when
Marxist masterminds employed electoral legerdemain to
wrest one relatively vulnerable seat. Otherwise, since
India’s early election years, the Muslim monolith has
reigned supreme in Malappuram and the adjoining
constituency of Ponnani. M Muhammad Ismail had won
the Malappuram (Manjeri) seat thrice in a row (1962,
1967 and 1971).

The Muslim League of Malappuram, so to speak, is

different from its pan-India predecessor before
Independence. When Jawaharlal Nehru was asked about
it, he quipped: “It is a dead horse”. Nehru’s daughter,
Indira Gandhi, when she became the Congress president,
explored the possibilities of an alliance with it,
clandestine or otherwise. That threw up an alliterative
slogan: “Dead horse to dad, war horse to daughter”.

And so it remains. Right now, it is a constituent of the

Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF). Who
knows with whom it would not cohabit through periodic
polls, except, of course, the BJP? It would certainly be a
day of redemption for both the provincial green league
and the saffron party promising Modi’s guarantees. The
rival CPM-led Left Democratic Front (LDF) is trying
every trick to weaken the bond between the league and
the UDF, right now or whenever possible. Both
combinations are stoking the embers of minority
misgivings. While the LDF accuses the Congress of
being in cahoots with the BJP, the grand old party
accuses the former of having a secret deal with the
saffron party. The BJP cannot brazenly address minority
and majority grumblings all at once.

In contrast to the certainty of victory of two league

candidates is the unlikely prospect of the BJP opening its
account in what has been described as the ‘Red Riddle of
India’ and the ‘Yenan of India’. The Hindu card has been
played none too triumphantly. It was only in the 2016
Assembly elections that the BJP had managed to win a
seat in Kerala (it drew a blank in the 2021 polls). Since
the days of the legendary TN Bharathan, a scion of the
Nilambur dynasty who used to fight every poll only to
lose as a lamp-holding candidate (of the erstwhile Jana
Sangh), there has been little progress in electoral terms.
In the early 1980s, a Hindu Front candidate won a
breathtakingly large number of votes. Then began the
efforts of the BJP’s top brass to plant the lotus in the state
and make it blossom in good time. The current campaign
marks a prestige point. The ancient slogan, “You have
tried all else many a time, try us this time”, is not voiced
with the same old verve, but it is a no-holds-barred push
to change voting habits and traditions in the region. It is
carrying the crusade right into the Congress-Communist

eaders of the ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) in
n December 2022. Chief Minister Mamata

ocal residents and harassing women. The police

e |

den.But the BJP’s relatively young state chief, K
Surendran, may not be able to rattle the best ‘batsman’ of
the Congress, Rahul Gandhi, in the hill constituency of
Wayanad. Rahul fought and won the Adivasi terrain last
time, giving his partymen a shot of hope and camaraderie
at the same time. Nor can the CPI’s Annie Raja make any
dent in the hills, except leaving it for record that she also

was named a BJP candidate, with PM Narendra Modi
flying down to welcome him into the party fold. AK
Antony has clearly been humbled and silenced.

The Congress is accusing the Marxists of having unholy

relations with extremist elements that even the [UML
dreads. All that makes a brittle bundle of allegations,
denials and counter-allegations. So, where lies the truth?

fought the maverick Gandhi. Thespian and action hero of  Kerala is a conundrum. What may look like a trifle may

yesteryear, Suresh Gopi, and Minister of State for
Electronics and Information Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar have been fielded by the saffron set-up
with great hope. Shashi Tharoor has been an eminent
presence in the state capital for the past 10 years, not one
to be easily dislodged by Chandrasekhar.

The Congress has much to be concerned about. One worry

is the usual intra-party discord, worsened by the shortage
of campaign funds. Also, there is a growing sense of
ambivalence and fear of erosion of its mass base. Even
Tharoor is not free from this fear. The worst hit was
Congress stalwart AK Antony, whose son Anil Antony

Battleground Bengal

Onus on ECl to tighten security

prompt threadbare discussions in political parlours and
media forums. Kerala may be a tiny state with a small
contingent to represent it in Parliament, but the
dissection of every issue is thorough and exacting. Its
fourth estate will see everyone and every turn of events
with its own eyes.When William Blake coined his
inclusive aphorism about seeing the world in a grain of
sand and eternity in an hour, he was prescribing a model
view of Kerala. Do not forget that decades before Blake,
there was Kerala’s humorist and satirist, Kunchan
Nambiar, who talked about hell, heaven and everything

with a Malayali mischief.

one of Shahjahan’s employees had accused the ED of
entering the party leader’s residence without a search
warrant. The attacks on officials must be probed

Need to focus on market-oriented skill development

— more and more MBA degree holders are
entering the market, even as the demand has
dropped by 55 per cent this year. At IIT-
Bombay, 36 per cent of the graduates are yetto #
get campus placement.Companies want people | |
with specific skill sets. The focusneedstobeon

employability and not merely degrees that |
require unlearning. The youth needs to identify
emerging skills in high demand —
sustainability, artificial intelligence, machine
learning and other skills which a digitised
world requires. A key takeaway from the report
is that while the wages of informal labourers
maintained a modest upward trend during
2012-22, the real wages of regular workers
either remained stagnant or declined. As high as
62 per cent of the unskilled informal
agricultural workers and 70 per cent of such
workers in the construction sector at the all-
India level did not receive the prescribed daily
minimum wages in 2022. In the post-Covid era,
the report points to a rapid introduction of
platform economy gigs that are tech-enabled

and have introduced new dynamics into the

way labour is paid and engaged. Increasingly, platform
and gig work have been expanding, but it is, to a large
extent, the extension of informal work, with hardly any
social security provision.

A two-pronged approach towards enhancing job security
and market-oriented skill development is the need of the
hour for the benefit of the youth. Within this pattern of
work and employment, we have to find a way to make
livelihoods sustainable, and only skill development can
enable this. Gig workers can find work on various digital
platforms. Amid the rapid increase in the usage of apps
like Zomato and Swiggy Instamart, we must remember
that not merely delivery partners, but cloud kitchens,
local home-grown brands, manufacturing and new-age
professionals are also going to receive a massive push.

With over 6.3 crore small and medium enterprises, this
sector contributes around 30 per cent to the GDP,
providing employment to 11.3 crore people.

In the Niti Aayog’s June 2022 policy brief on the platform
economy, a suggestion was made to launch a ‘Platform
India initiative’, built to accelerate platformisation by
handholding, funding support and incentives, skill
development and social financial inclusion on the lines
of Startup India. A national push for better social security
and funding must kick in. At the ground level, a robust
network of upgraded ITIs (industrial training institutes)
that offer market-oriented skills to the youth must be
established in tandem with the industry as well as social
impact organisations.

Let’s take a look at present-day Punjab. According to the
Punjab Economic Survey report released by the state

thoroughly, even as the TMC has
approached the Election Commission of
India (ECI) against the alleged misuse
of Central agencies in Bengal.

With the stakes high for both the TMC and
its biggest rival in the state, the BJP, the
next few weeks are expected to witness
the hardening of battlelines. The saffron
party, which had made major inroads in
Bengal in the 2019 General Election —
winning 18 seats out of 42 —is going all
out to again give a tough fight to the
TMC. The Lok Sabha election in Bengal
is scheduled to take place in all seven
phases (from April 19 to June 1), which
makes it incumbent upon the ECI to
tighten security and prevent clashes.
Leaders of both parties must be taken to

task if they incite their cadres to violence and try to derail

the democratic process.

sure that the skill ecosystem is not left underutilised.

Department of Finance in March 2023,

the services sector grew at 7 per cent in

2022-23 and employs 38.46 per cent of

the workforce. This space is largely

being driven by contractual work.The
manufacturing sector, which accounts
for 17 per cent of India’s GDP, must be
boosted to create more jobs. The
reverse migration to agriculture, as
suggested in the IHD-ILO report, is
proof that youngsters are not skilled
enough to find jobs in other sectors and
are reverting to farming for survival. In

a 2021 projection report by BCG-Dell

Foundation on the gig economy, it was

stated that even in sectors such as oil

and gas, small & medium businesses
and healthcare, there would be greater
demand for highly skilled gig workers.

Of the 9 crore job opportunities,

construction, manufacturing, retail,

transportation and logistics would be

the largest industry sectors with the

potential to create around 7 crore jobs
for gig workers in the next eight to 10 years.Today, of the
one lakh young men and women who leave Punjab for
foreign shores every year, barely any are trained in
vocational skills that can find them employment and
progress globally.

If the skill gap between the youth and industry is fixed,
there will be no dearth of jobs and progress right here. It
is the collective responsibility of all stakeholders — the
state, the industry and society — to ensure that the skill
ecosystem is not left underutilised and that it is upgraded
from time to time. A gig economy that is vibrant, skill-
driven and offers a shot at progress can buck the age-old
trend and make cities and towns of Punjab more
appealing and global.
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Gold, silver price : Precious
metals record hike on MCX

New Delhi. Both gold and silver prices recorded a hike
on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Wednesday, April 10, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on
June 5, 2024, stood at Rs 71,456 per 10 grams on the
MCX, after recording a jump of Rs 116 or 0.16 per cent.
The previous close was recorded at Rs 71,340.

Meanwhile, silver futures, maturing on May 3, 2024,
witnessed a hike of Rs 290 or 0.35 per cent and were
retailing at Rs 82,740 per kg on the MCX against the
previous close of Rs 82,450.The gold and silver prices
in India depend on several factors, including the value
of the rupee against the dollar. Global demand also plays
a key role in determining the trends observed in the rate
of precious metals.

Apple now makes 1 in 7

iPhones in India as output
hits $14 billion

New Delhi. Apple has significantly increased its iPhone
production in India, assembling a whopping $14 billion
worth of iPhones in fiscal 2024, reported Bloomberg
News.

The report indicates that Apple now manufactures
approximately 14% of its flagship devices in India,
which translates to about 1 in 7 iPhones, citing sources
familiar with the matter.Foxconn and Pegatron, two
major Taiwanese manufacturers, have played
significant roles in boosting Apple's production output
in India. Foxconn assembled nearly 67% of the India-
made iPhones, while Pegatron Corp contributed about
17%, reported Bloomberg. The remaining portion of the
India-made iPhones was produced at Wistron Corp's
plant in Karnataka which was taken over by the Tata
Group last year.

Apple has not commented on the Bloomberg report.

Apple's move to ramp up iPhone production in India
comes as the tech giant seeks to diversify its supply
chain beyond China amidst escalating geopolitical
tensions between Beijing and Washington.

Although China remains the largest hub for iPhone
manufacturing globally, Apple is strategically
expanding its manufacturing footprint to reduce reliance
on a single location.In a recent development reported by
news agency Reuters, Pegatron is reportedly in
advanced discussions to transfer control of its only
iPhone manufacturing facility, located near Chennai in
Tamil Nadu, to the Tata Group.Additionally, the Tata
Group is constructing another plant in Hosur, Tamil
Nadu, where Pegatron is expected to become its joint
venture partner.

GST on related party corp
guarantees: Centre expected
to issue clarification

NEW DELHI. The Ministry of Finance is likely to issue
clarification regarding the taxability of corporate
guarantees under the GST law between related parties,
according to sources in the know.The debate revolves
around the calculation of taxable value based on actual
amount utilised by the beneficiary when the guaranteed
amount exceeds the utilisation. In addition, there is a call
for clarity on whether this change should apply
prospectively or retrospectively. In October, the GST
Council had announced corporate guarantees for bank
loans given by the parent company to its subsidiary
would attract 18%.

“Industry representatives have proposed the taxable value
should be determined on the amount actually utilised by
beneficiary, rather than overall guaranteed sum. For
instance, if parent company guarantees a limit of Rs 1
crore, but only Rs 40 lakh have been utilised, proponents
argue the taxable value should be 1% of the utilised
amount, in this case, Rs 40,000,” a top government
source said.Besides, concerns have been raised about
deemed valuation methodology of 1% of guaranteed
amount or actual consideration, whichever is higher, in
cases of corporate guarantees between related parties.
The industry has sought for clarification whether the tax
should be applied retrospectively or prospectively.

“Furthermore, discrepancies have surfaced regarding the
applicability of deemed valuation irrespective of input
tax credit (ITC) availability to the recipient. Critics argue
this aspect contradicts the intention of law, as the
valuation mechanism should not impose undue burdens
on taxpayers where there is no loss or when situation is
revenue-neutral for government.Stakeholders are also
advocating for issuance of a circular reaffirming the
deemed valuation mechanism for corporate guarantees
under GST is a one-time levy.

Valuation methodology

Concerns raised about deemed valuation methodology of
1% of guaranteed amount or actual consideration,
whichever is higher, in cases of corporate guarantees
between related parties

Invesco raises Swiggy’s
valuation 19% to $12.7
billion ahead of 1PO

NEW DELHI.Asset management company Invesco has
marked up Swiggy’s valuation by 19% to $12.7 billion
ahead of the foodtech company’s initial public offering
(TPO), according to SEC filings made by the US AMC.
Invesco holds 2% or 28,844 shares of Swiggy.

This is the third time in the past one year the US-based
investor has raised Swiggy’s valuation. In January
2024, Invesco raised the Indian start-up’s valuation to
$8.3 billion. The value of Invesco’s 28,844 shares in
Swiggy were worth $147.63 million. Earlier, last year
in October Invesco marked up the valuation of Swiggy
from $5.5 billion to $7.85 billion.Baron Capital Group
had in March this year raised the valuation of the food-
delivery platform to $12.1 billion, after slashing the
valuation by 34% to $7.3 billion October last year.
Baron Capital has invested in the company at a
valuation of $10.7 billion in 2022. In 2022, Swiggy
raised $700 million in a funding led by Invesco, and it
turned a decacorn as valuation crossed over $10.7

[ndia's unicorn count drops, gap with China widens

India maintains its position
as the third-largest unicorn
hub globally, trailing behind
the US with 703 unicorns and
China with 340 unicorns.

New Delhi. The number of startups in India

with a valuation of over $1 billion has
dropped for the first time in four years,
according to a report released on
Tuesday.The figure now stands at 67,
down by one from the 68 reported last year,
as per the Hurun Global Unicorn Index
2024.“India’s start-up ecosystem has
slowed, with the number of unicorns down
for the first time since the launch of Hurun
list,” said the report.Despite the decline,
India continues to hold the title of the third-
largest hub forunicorns worldwide.

The United States leads the global list with

703 unicorns, up by 37 from 2022,
followed by China with 340 unicorns. The

reached $5 trillion, equivalent to
Japan's GDP last year.Byju's 9
valued at over $22 billion a year §
ago, has been dropped off the list, |
indicating its current valuation is
below $1 billion. This drop in [
valuation marks the largest decline &
among startups globally, as |
highlighted in the Hurun
report.Founded in 2008, Byju's lost
its esteemed position due to
operational restructuring and cost-
cutting measures following
increased losses. The company
also failed to meet its revenue
target for the fiscal year ending in March
last year and is reportedly addressing a
$1.2 billion debt issue.Rupert Hoogewerf,
chairman and chiefresearcher of the Hurun
Report, acknowledged that while some
startups face failure and media attention,
such companies remain crucial to the
economy.

Swiggy, and Dreamll are India's most
valuable unicorns, each valued at $8
billion, followed by Razorpay at $7.5
billion, according to the report.

United Kingdom and the European Union Despite the drop in the number of Indian

rank fourth and fifth, respectively. The
collective value of the world's unicorns has

intelligence platform Krutrim, noted Anas
Rahman Junaid, chief researcher at Hurun
India.However, India has seen fewer new
entrants compared to the US and China,
with 60 Al-focused startups from the US
and 37 from China joining the unicorn club
this year.Rahman attributed the overall
decline in Indian unicorns to a lack of
investment in startups, despite gains in
equity indices."The slowdown is primarily
fuelled by lack of investment into start-ups
despite the recent stock market record
highs," said Anas Rahman Junaid, Founder
and Chief Researcher at Hurun India.

unicorns, there have been some new Additionally, he highlighted a trend among

additions to the list, such as the artificial

Tesla in talks to partner with Reliance
for EV manutfacturing plant: Report

The development comes just
a few days after it was
reported that Tesla was
scouting for sites across India
for its EV manufacturing

factory.

New Delhi.  Electric vehicle (EV)
manufacturing giant Tesla is in the initial
stages of talks with Reliance Industries
Limited (RIL) to form a joint venture to
build a manufacturing plant in India,
reported The Hindu BusinessLine
quoting sources.One of the persons
quoted in the report said the talks are in
the initial stages and have been
“ongoing for over a month”.However,
the person added that the “move
shouldn’t be construed as RIL’s entry

Hindu BusinessLine report said the role
of RIL has not been "crystalised yet", but
it may play a "significant hand in
establishing the manufacturing facility
and the allied ecosystem for Tesla in
India".

into the automobile space”, adding that Tesla's plans for India entry

the oil-to-telecom conglomerate’s
objective in the joint venture is to build
capacities for electric vehicles in
India.Another source quoted in the

Tesla has reportedly earmarked $2 billion
for its upcoming ventures in India, with
plans to establish a manufacturing plant
in either Gujarat or Maharashtra. While

Sensex, Nifty open higher as metal
stocks gain; Vedanta surges 7%

New Delhi Benchmark stock market g

indices opened higher on Wednesday,
led by gains in metal stocks.The S&P
BSE Sensex was up 209.73 points to
74,893.43 at 9.56 am, while the NSE
Nifty50 gained 57.75 points to trade
at22,700.50.

All the other domestic-focused broader
market indices also traded in the
green, tracking gains in the
benchmarks.Most of the sectoral
indices were trading in positive
territory, except Nifty IT and Nifty
Pharma. Nifty Metal rose nearly 1.7%,
Nifty Oil & Gas gained 1.35% and
Nifty Realty rose 1%.The top five
gainers on the Nifty50 were Coal India,
Hindalco, BPCL, Reliance and JSW
Steel. On the other hand, the top losers

were Divi's Laboratories, Sun Pharma,
SBI Life, Ciplaand Shriram Finance.
Amon individual stocks, shares of
Vedanta Ltd surged over 7% after
brokerage firm CLSA upgraded the
stock.Choice Broking research analyst
Deven Mehata highlighted that the
global markets closed flat yesterday

Maharashtra may emerge as the
preferred location due to its port
facilities, no final decision has been Vedanta has guided for group Ebitda to rise to $6
billion by FY26 and $7.5 billion by FY27 from $5
billion.While its parent company, Vedanta
Resources, has cut debt substantially, leverage at
the company has increased. CLSA believes that
Vedanta's leverage trajectory and corporate
structure will be key to watch.

made yet.The report further hinted that
senior officials from Tesla are expected
to visit India soon to finalise the plant's
location and discuss a potential joint
venture with Reliance Industries
Limited (RIL).However, if the ongoing
alks with RIL do not materialise, Tesla In its March quarter preview note, PhillipCapital
may explore other domestic partners.

Meanwhile, Mehta Equities'

including the release of March US CPI
and the minutes of the Fed’s March
FOMC meeting".

"Positive factors such as expectations of
robust Q4 corporate earnings and a pre-
election rally are supporting the
market," Tapse said.

Indian founders to start companies outside

the country, which has
impacted India's unicorn
prospects. Out of 109
unicorns founded by
individuals from India, only
67 were started within the
country. This shift resulted in
the addition of 24 unicorns
to the global tally, bringing
the total number of
companies valued at over $1
billion to 340 for the year.
Top 10 Unicorns in the world
The Hurun Global Unicorn
Index 2024 is led by
Bytedance, the company behind TikTok,
founded in 2012, with a valuation of $220
billion, followed by SpaceX, owned by
billionaire Elon Musk, valued at $180
billion, and Microsoft-backed OpenAl,
worth $100 billion.The threshold to enter
the top 10 list globally rose to $33 billion,
an increase of $6 billion. This year's top 10
accounted for 18% of the total value of the
world's unicorns.Both China and the US
had four companies each in the top 10,
with one each from Australia and Malta.

The top 10 collectively added $198 billion,

contributing 45% of all new value
generated during the year.

Vedanta shares surge 7%
after big upgrade from

CLSA. Details here

CLSA has upgraded Vedanta shares

to 'Buy' from 'Underperform' with

a revised price target of Rs 390

from Rs 260 earlier.

after recovering from lows."The
Nifty and Bank Nifty may trade
turbulently today due to their
weekly expiry dates. Traders
should try purchasing on dips
with a stop loss around 22500.
The market could rise to 23000 in
the following days," he added.

Prashanth Tapse expects
volatility during today's trading
"due to significant US events,

New Delhi. Vedanta shares witnessed a strong rally
in early trade on Wednesday after receiving a
major upgrade from foreign brokerage firm
CLSA.

CLSA has upgraded Vedanta shares to 'Buy' from
'Underperform' with a revised price target of Rs
390 from Rs 260 earlier. The fresh target suggests
a 15% potential upside over Vedanta’s Tuesday’s
closing price of Rs 338.20.CLSA suggested that
the Anil Agarwal-led company is well-placed to
benefit from the commodity upcycle given its
diversified exposure. "Efforts to increase capacity
and profitability across segments augur well,"
CNBC TV18reported CLSA as saying.

said Vedanta may report a sequential decline in
volumes in Aluminium, Copper, and Zinc
International segments. Iron ore volumes remain
flat QoQ, it said.The brokerage firm expects
Vedanta to report a 19.1% YoY fall in profit at Rs
2,533 crore on a 9.3% drop in sales at Rs 34,411
crore."Vedanta is expected to report an Ebitda
uptick of 2 per cent QoQ driven by higher volume
in zinc, offset marginally by prices and lower CoP
in aluminium. Aluminium is expected to report an
Ebitda uptick of 2.5 per cent QoQ. Zinc
international is expected to report a normal
EBITDA (2x QoQ due to low base)," said
Nuvama Institutional Equities.

Europe becomes top spot for India’s
exports of petroleum products

The country imported
crude worth $38.9
billion from Russia,
with Iraq as the
second-largest supplier |
at $23.4 hillion.

NEW DELHI. Europe became the top
destination for India’s export of

billion.Swiggy’s revenue from operations grew 44.9%
to Rs 8,264.6 crore during 2022-23 compared to Rs
5,705 crore in the previous financial year. The
company’s losses crossed Rs 4,000 crore during the
period.Swiggy is likely to file papers for a $1 billion
Initial Public Offer (IPO) in the next few months. The
company recently converted itself from a private
limited company to a public limited company.

petroleum products such as petrol and
diesel, supplying $18.4 billion worth of
these products this fiscal, from April to
January 2024.According to the
commerce ministry data, India exported
refined petroleum product the most,
$10.9 billion, to the Netherlands,
followed by $5.7 billion to Singapore,
$5.4 billion to the UAE, $5 billion to the

USA, $3.5 billion to Australia, and $3.2
billion to South Africa for the same
period.Overall, India exported petroleum
products worth $70.13 billion. In terms of
crude oil imports, India received the
largest quantity from Russia, followed by
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and the USA
from April to January 2024.

The country imported crude worth $38.9

billion from Russia, with Iraq as the
second-largest supplier at $23.4 billion.
From Saudi Arabia, India imported crude

24. Initially, Russian crude was sold at
a discount of $30/barrel to the
international benchmark Brent, but
now the discount has narrowed to $2-3
per barrel.

As per the commerce ministry data,
India’s imports from Venezuela also
began. India imported $0.179 billion
worth of crude from the South
American country in January.India’s
imports from Venezuela also began.
India imported $0.179 billion worth of
crude from the South American
country in January.India, which
resumed importing Venezuelan crude
oil in December 2023 after a hiatus of
more than three years, emerged as the
largest buyer in January 2024 for the
South American nation that has the
world’s largest proven oil

reserves.India exports petroleum

products of $70 billion

worth $17.7 billion, and from the USA, it Overall, India exported petroleum products

imported $4.7 billion worth of crude.
Despite decreasing discounts on oil and
sanctions from G7 nations due to its
actions in Ukraine, Russia remained
dominant supplier of oil to India in 2023-

of $70 bn. In terms of crude oil imports,
India received largest quantity from
Russia, followed by Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, and the USA from Apr 2023 to
Jan2024.
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"We Will Rip You Apart": Supreme Court To Authorities In Patanjali Ads

The Supreme Court then
said Rumdev and
Balkrishna tried to wriggle
out of physical appearance
in court and said they were
travelling abroad.

New Delhi. Rejecting another set of apologies
filed by Patanjali founders Ramdev and
Balkrishna for the company's misleading
ads, the Supreme Court today said "we are
not blind" and that "it does not want to be
generous" in this case. The court tore into the
Uttarakhand licensing authority for not
acting against Patanjali for so long, and also
noted that it is not satisfied with the Centre's
reply in the matter." The apology is on paper.
Their back is against the wall. We decline to
accept this, we consider it a deliberate
violation of undertaking," the bench of
Justice Hima Kohli and Justice A Amanullah

said.At the beginning of the proceedings, the
bench noted that Ramdev and Balkrishna
sent their apologies to the media first. "Till
the matter hit the court, the contemnors did
not find it fit to send us the affidavits. They
sent it to the media first, till 7.30 pm
yesterday it was not uploaded for us. They
believe in publicity clearly," Justice Kohli
said.

Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi, appearing
for the Patanjali founders, said he cannot
speak for the registry and that the apologies
had been served.As he read out the
affidavits, Justice Amanullah said, "You are
defrauding the affidavit. Who drafted it, [am
surprised." Mr Rohatgi said there was a
"lapse", to which the court replied, "very
small word".

Justice Amanullah asked if the apology is
"even heartfelt". "What else needs to be said,
my lords, we will. He is not (a) professional
litigant. People make mistakes in life," Mr
Rohatgi replied. "Even after our orders?
Tendering apology is not enough. You
should suffer the consequences for violating
the court's order. We do not want to be
generous in this case," he said.

The court said a message needs to go out to the
society at large. "(This is) not just about one
FMCG but violation of the law. Look at your

replies to state authority when they
asked you to withdraw, you said HC said
no coercive steps against us. We are

remarked, "Thank God, now
you have woken up at last
and realise that there is a

making it a part of your conduct, (the)
larger picture is your conduct with the
public at large but saying it is in good
faith."The court then turned to the
Uttarakhand government and
questioned why licensing inspectors did
not act and that three officers should be
suspended at once. The court said the
state's officers had done nothing. "We
have strong objection to the use of the
word 'bonafide' for officers. We are not
going to take (it) lightly. We will rip you
apart," itsaid.

"In 2021, the ministry wrote to the
Uttarakhand licensing authority against
a misleading advertisement. In
response, the company gave a response to the
licensing authority. However, the authority
let off the company with a warning. The 1954
Act does not provide for warning and there is
no provision for compounding the offence,"
the court said."This has happened six times,
back and forth back and forth, the licensing
inspector remained quiet. There is no report
by the officer. The person appointed
subsequently acted the same way. All those
three officers should be suspended right

statute existing." "What
about all the faceless people
who have consumed these
Patanjali medicines stated to
cure diseases which cannot

n

now," it said, adding that the licensing
authority was "in cahoots with the
contemnors".The bench said that the
Supreme Court is being mocked. "You are
acting like a post office. Did you take legal
advice? Shameful of you," it told the state
counsel. "Why don't we agree that you are
hand-in-glove with Patanjali," the court
asked the authority, adding, "you have being
playing with people's life".

When the Uttarakhand counsel told the court
that they will take action, Justice Kohli

L security for Chief Election
Commissioner after intel
report: Sources

New Delhi. Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar's security cover has been upgraded to
the 'Z' category, according to sources at the Union
Home Ministry.

According to sources, the Ministry of Home Affairs
sanctioned Z category security for the Chief
Election Commissioner based on an intelligence
report from the Intelligence Bureau (IB). They did
not share the specifics of IB's threat perception
report.Under Z category security protocols, a
comprehensive security detail has been deployed. A
total of 33 security personnel, including CRPF
commandos, have been assigned to safeguard
Kumar.This entails 10 armed static guards stationed
at Kumar's residence, six personal security officers
(PSOs) providing round-the-clock protection, and
12 armed commandos working in three shifts to
escort him. Additionally, two watchers per shift and
three trained drivers are on standby to ensure
Kumar's safety at all times.The decision to elevate
Kumar's security status comes amidst heightened
turmoil surrounding the ongoing political landscape
as opposition parties like the Trinamool Congress
protest against the Election Commission.

The move comes amid preparations for the seven-
phase Lok Sabha elections that begin on April 19.

Rajiv Kumar is a retired IAS officer of the 1984 batch.
He took charge as the 25th CEC on May 15, 2022.
He had been appointed as an election commissioner
in the poll body on September 1,2020.

5 dead in bid to save cat
from abandoned well in
Maharashtra's Ahmednagar

New Delhi. Five people died in a bid to save a cat from
an abandoned well in Maharashtra's Ahmednagar. The
incident happened late on Tuesday.According to news
agency ANI, the abandoned well was used as a biogas
pit.A senior police official said the five people jumped
into the well one after the other in an attempt to rescue
the cat.One person, who had descended into the well
with a rope tied to his waist, was rescued by a team of
the police.He was later shifted to a hospital for
treatment.Commenting on the incident, Dhananjay
Jadhav, senior police officer said, "A rescue team
recovered the dead bodies of five of the six people who
jumped one after another into the abandoned well."

"The well had had animal waste stored," he said.

18-Year-0ld Injected With
Drugs By Friend For "Thrills"
Dies Of Overdose

New Delhi.An 18-year-old woman died, allegedly due
to a drug overdose after she was lured into a "thrill-
seeking experience" by her male friend.

The friend took her to a vacant plot in Lucknow's
Tiwariganj and injected her with a mixture of
medicine and an addictive drug, said the police.

The woman had a private job in Bengaluru and returned
to Lucknow on April 3.

The incident occurred when she left her Mahanagar
residence on April 7 to catch a train to Bengaluru.

"The accused Vivek Maurya, 28, of Barabanki has been
arrested. He was staying at Mahanagar and was
friends with the victim," said ACP (Vibhuti Khand)
Anindya Vikram Singh.The BBD police filed the FIR
under IPC Section 302 (murder), but it was converted
to IPC Section 304 (culpable homicide not amounting
to murder) during the probe, added the
ACP.According to the police, the girl's condition
deteriorated after the "cocktail overdose" while the
youth also got heavily intoxicated.

When he dialled UP112 and sought help, the police
rushed her to the Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital. After
conducting an ECG, doctors declared the girl
dead.The woman's family expressed apprehension
that the "drug overdose" may have been deliberate to
murder her, said cops.During interrogation, the
accused told police that his "thrill-seeking
experiment" had gone wrong. He said the girl called
him while leaving the house and sought to consume
the addictive drug.

India’s Jagjit Pavadia re-elected to
International Narcotics (on’rrol Board

New Delhi. External Affairs Minister S |
Jaishankar said Jagjit Pavadia, a
former Indian Revenue Service (IRS)
officer, has been re-clected to the
Vienna-based International Narcotics
Control Board (INCB). He also said
that India scored the highest number of
votes among all the elected members
of the anti-narcotics body.Pavadia
(70), who has already served as
President of the Board from 2021 to
2022, has been re-elected for the term
2025-2030.Taking to X on Monday
night, Jaishankar said, "Today, India’s
nominee Ms Jagjit Pavadia has been
re-elected to the International
Narcotics Control Board at elections
held in New York, for the term 2025-
2030.""India secured the highest
number of votes amongst all elected
members states to the Board," he

Please Spare Me," Begs Uttarakhand
Officer As Top Court Slams Patanjali Ads

New Delhi. A furious Supreme Court on
Wednesday ripped into the
Uttarakhand government's drug
licencing authority, demanding to
know why and how it failed to act
against misleading ads floated by
Baba Ramdev's Patanjali Ayurved,
specifically for Coronil - a preparation
touted as a "cure" for COVID-19.

A bench of Justice Hima Kohli and
Justice Ahsanuddin Amanullah - upset
by what it sees as insincere apologies
from the company and its founders -
zeroed in on Dr Mithilesh Kumar, the
Joint Director of the state's Food and
Drug Administration, who at one point
begged, with folded hands, for mercy.

"Please spare me..." Dr Kumar said to
the court, "I came in June 2023... this
happened before me."The court,
however, would not relent.

"Why should we? How did you have the
guts to do this? What action did you

The court - which minutes earlier also

"In 2021 the (Union Health) Ministry

information on INCB's website,
Pavadia held several senior positions
in the Indian Revenue Service for 35
years.She has been a member of the
INCB since 2015,
posts of Second Vice-President and
Chair (2015, 2017 and 2020), Vice-
Chair (2018) and member (2019 and
2023) of the Standing Committee on

In 2016, she served as the First Vice-
President of the Board, and then
President from 2021-2022.Established
in 1968, the INCB is the independent
and quasi-judicial monitoring body for
the implementation of the UN
international drug control conventions.

It plays a key role in monitoring the
production and trade of narcotics and
psychotropics,
availability for medical and scientific
purposes, and also deciding which
precursors should be regulated.

added.The External Affairs Minister
also praised the Ministry of External
Affairs and the Permanent Mission of
India to the UN.According to

take?" Justice Kohli asked. "One man
seeks mercy (but) what about innocent
people who took these medicines?"

fiercely censured Patanjali Ayurved
and co-founders Baba Ramdev and
Acharya Balakrishna, for repeatedly
violating its orders and filing improper
affidavits - showed little sympathy for
the official or the drug licensing
authority, and suspended three of its
officers.Now their (drug officials)
backs are to the wall... they say 'we are
issuing warning'," the court raged,
dismissing arguments the Uttarakhand
FDA had acted - by handing Patanjalia
mere slap on the wrist.

wrote to the Uttarakhand licensing
authority against a misleading
advertisement. However, the authority
let off the company with a warning.
The 1954 act does not provide for

warning and there is no provision for
compounding the offence," the court
said.The law in question is the Drugs
and Magic Remedies (Objectionable
Advertisements) Act."This happened
six times...
licensing inspector remained quiet.
There is no report by the officer (in
charge)...
subsequently acted the same," the
Supreme Court said.Refocusing its ire
on Dr Kumar, the court asked him why
he failed to take legal advice when
presented with the Health Ministry's
notice. "Did you read the law? Do you
think a warning was enough? What is
the provision in this law? What case
did you file? What steps did you
take?"We will register (now)..." the
beleaguered officer said."No...
you just sit at home for a few days. Or
you can sit in office and write letters.
You are playing with the public's
health!" the court responded curtly.

and also held the

than
as well as their

back and forth. The

person appointed

MSc

now
Uttar

be cured. Can you do this to
an ordinary person?" the
court said. The licensing
authority apologised to the
court and assured that they
will surely act in the
matter.The Supreme Court
then said Ramdev and
Balkrishna tried to wriggle
out of physical appearance
in court and said they were
travelling abroad.

The state licensing authority, it noted, was in

"deep slumber" and the "disdain" shown by
Divya pharmacy to the warnings of state
authority is "apparent from tone and tenor of
the reply".The court said all who held post as
district ayurvedic and unani officers who
held posts from 2018 till now shall file
replies on actions taken by them against
these ads. The court said it will pass orders on
Ramdev and Balkrishna on April 16.

Who Is DM Aryaka Akhoury? Ghazipur
Collector Who Went Viral After Spat
With Mukhtar Ansari’s Brother

New Delhi. Gangster-politician Mukhtar Ansari
was cremated on Saturday in his hometown
Ghazipur where thousands of people from a
particular community gathered to attend the
procession. While Section 144 was in force and
any gathering was prohibited, the administration
allowed people to march to the burial ground.
However, after people tried to force enter the
burial ground, tense moments prevailed leading
to a verbal spat between Mukhtar Ansari's brother
Afzal Ansari and Ghazipur DM Aryaka Akhoury.
Avideo capturing a tense exchange between them
regarding the funeral process of offering soil has
become widely circulated on social media. Ansari
was cremated at the Kali Bagh graveyard in
Mohammadabad town for his final rites.

With Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) in effect, prohibiting gatherings of more

four individuals, Akhoury and other

administrative personnel were overseeing the
preparations at the cemetery and regulating
access for mourners.

An administrative official in a statement to press,
mentioned that the discussion revolved around a
burial tradition involving attendees pouring soil
onto the grave. Akhoury opposed the MP, stating
that no advance permission had been requested
for conducting the ritual. In response to the DM's
statement, the MP asserted, "No restrictive orders
can prevent people from joining the cremation
ritual.
take legal action against the violators. The DM
has gone viral for its strict stance to maintain law
and order.

Who Is Aryaka Akhoury?

Akhoury garnered attention for her stringent
actions against mafias and land sharks during her
tenure since she joined the Indian Administrative
Services. Born on December 14, 1985, Akhoury
hails from the Patna district of Bihar. Holding an

" To this, the DM responded that she would

in Biotechnology, she entered the Indian

Administrative Services (IAS) in 2013.
Commencing her career on September 2, 2013,
after completing training in Mussoorie, she began
as aJoint Magistrate in Varanasi.

Progressing through various roles, she served as the
Chief Development Officer in Meerut district and
later as the Special Secretary in the Secondary
Education Department of the Government of

Pradesh. On February 11, 2022, she

assumed her first position as the Collector in
Bhadohi district.

BJP's 'Kerala Story' of Christians has a Manipur twist

New Delhi. There is a Kerala Story in
Kerala's 2024 Lok Sabha election story.
And it is playing out right before the
Kerala votes on April 26.

A number of churches in Kerala are
screening 'The Kerala Story', a
controversial film that showed how
women from Kerala were converted and
made to join the Islamic terror outfit IS.

The screening of 'The Kerala Story' by some
dioceses is seen as an attempt to
consolidate Christian votes in the state
right before people vote in the Lok Sabha
polls.While Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has slammed the screenings, the
BJPsays ithasnorole in them.

All eyes are on the Christian community,
which forms 18% of Kerala's population
and has the ability to swing several
constituencies.Traditionally, Congress
voters, Christians have been tapped into
by the BJP, which is desperately trying to
make inroads in Kerala. The BJP faces a
demographic dilemma in Kerala, where
minorities form 46% of the population.
Getting a chunk of Christian votes would
definitely boost its electoral chances.

The BJP was on course to attract Christian
voters, but the violence in Manipur, a state
3,700 km away, is said to have queered the

pitch.Will the Manipur factor
hurt the BJP and, what has 'The
Kerala Story' to do with the Lok
Sabha election?

'THE KERALA STORY'
SCREENING AND THE
CONTROVERSY

The Idukki Diocese in Kerala is
scheduled to screen 'The Kerala
Story' in the coming weekend,
afterit did the same last week.

Last week, the film was screened at the
church run by the Idukki Diocese as part
of a faith festival for Catechism students
of Classes 10, 11 and 12.The church also
issued a booklet on "love", highlighting
the threats of 'love jihad'.A Kerala based
youth body, The Kerala Catholic Youth
Movement (KCYM), under the Diocese
of Thamarassery is also planning to screen
'The Kerala Story' in several places in
Kerala.Two more dioceses in Kerala have
decided to screen the film, which stirred
controversy with the release of its trailer
itself. The KCYM said the screenings
were meant to express solidarity with the
Diocese of Idukki.The development
surrounding 'The Kerala Story' came just
days after Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan criticised state broadcaster

Doordarshan's decision to telecast 'The
Kerala Story" in the state.
He said that Doordarshan should not be

allowed to become a "propaganda
machine" of the BJP and RSS.

On Tuesday (April 9), Vijayan strongly
condemned the telecast of 'The Kerala
Story' in dioceses, alleging that "it aligned
with the BJP and RSS agenda".Reacting
to the row, Kerala state BJP chief K
Surendran said that the people of Kerala
"wholeheartedly welcomed the film".

The screening of the film by the dioceses is
seen by some as an attempt to consolidate
votes for the BJP, while the BJP says it has
no role in it. The BJP says it is only using
the developmental plank in Kerala.

"The BJP isn't involved in the screening of
the Kerala Story. The party has done
nothing to polarise voters," a senior BJP

leader from Kerala says on condition
of anonymity as he is not authorised
to speak to the media."People know
whose daughters have gone, people
know the reality. The BJP hasn't done
any propaganda. We are banking on
Modi's development and Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas," he adds.
KERALA CHRISTIANS AND BJP
The BJP was working on a well-laid-out
plan in Kerala.In January, Kerala
Janapaksham (Secular) chief P C George
merged his party with the BJP, thereby
boosting the saffron party's Christian
outreach. Earlier in April last year, Anil K
Antony, son of veteran Christian Congress
leader AK Antony, joined the BJP.What
needs to be understood is that the
Christians aren't a homogenous block in
Kerala.The Catholic and Syrian
Christians have shown recent inclinations
towards the BJP, while the Protestants and
the Latin Christians have even stayed
away from the CPI(M)-led Left
Democratic Front (LDF).A few Christian
communities, through the churches and
priests, have helped the BJP make some
inroads in a state which otherwise is
dominated by the LDF and the Congress-
led United Democratic Front (UDF).
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Indian-Origin Man Among 2 Killed
In Shooting In Canada: Cops

Ottawa. Two people, including an Indian-origin man,
were killed in a shooting in Canada's south Edmonton
on Monday, Canada-based CTV News Edmonton
reported. The Indian-origin man has been identified as
Buta Singh Gill, the owner of Edmonton-based Gill
Built Homes.In a press release, Edmonton police said
that Southwest Branch patrol officers responded to the
report of a shooting in the area of Cavanagh Boulevard
Southwest and Cherniak Way Southwest. It said that the
Edmonton Police Service (EPS) is investigating the
death of two men in southwest Edmonton.Edmonton
police said, "At approximately 12:00 p.m. today,
Monday, Apr. 8, 2024, Southwest Branch patrol
officers responded to the report of a shooting in the area
of Cavanagh Boulevard SW and Cherniak Way SW."

"Upon police arrival three injured males were located.
EMS responded and determined two males, a 49-year-
old and a 57-year-old were deceased, and a 51-year-old
male was seriously injured. Paramedics transported the
surviving male to hospital with serious life-threatening
injuries,” it added.According to the press release, the
Edmonton Police Service said that the homicide section
has taken over the investigation and police are not
looking for any suspects. The police stated that the
autopsies have been scheduled for Tuesday and
Wednesday. The family of one of the victims has
identified him as Buta Singh Gill, owner of Edmonton-
based Gill Built Homes, CTV News Edmonton
reported. At least 50 people gathered at the site on
Monday afternoon, the majority of them were members
of the South Asian home-building community.

In a statement posted on X, the Edmonton Police Service
stated, "Police are asking citizens to avoid the area of
Cavanagh Blvd SW and 30 Avenue SW while police
investigate a shooting that occurred in the residential
area around noon.""There are no immediate concerns
for public safety at this time and responding officers
have secured the scene. EPS homicide investigators
will be leading this investigation. No further details are
available," it added.Former Edmonton city councillor
and former EPS member Mohinder Banga said he came
to the site of the incident after hearing Gill had been
killed in the shooting, CTV News Edmonton reported.

Israel Blocking More Food Than
Other Aid In Famine-Hit Gaza: UN

world.Israel is blocking far more convoys carrying food
aid within Gaza, where famine is looming, than
convoys carrying other kinds of aid, the UN said
Tuesday.

A spokesman for the United Nations' humanitarian
agency pointed to statistics from March showing that it
was much more difficult to get clearance for delivering
food than other aid in the war-ravaged Palestinian
territory."Food convoys that should be going
particularly to the north, where 70 percent of people
face famine conditions, are ... three times more likely to
be denied than any other humanitarian convoys with
other kinds of material," Jens Laerke told reporters in
Geneva.lsrael is facing mounting international
pressure to allow more aid into Gaza, which is facing a
humanitarian catastrophe six months into the war that
erupted after Hamas's unprecedented October 7 attack
inside Israel.Israel meanwhile charges that the main
problem is with UN aid distribution within Gaza.

COGAT, the Israeli defence ministry body that manages
the flow of aid, said Tuesday on X, formerly Twitter,
that "741 humanitarian aid trucks were inspected and
transferred to the Gaza Strip over the last 2 days".

"Only 267 aid trucks were distributed by UN aid agencies
inside Gaza (out of which 146 carried food)," it said.He
also insisted that "counting day to day and comparing
makes little sense because it does not take into account
the delays that happen at the crossing and the further
movement to warchouses".

He pointed to delays linked to the crossing point opening
hours and the fact that Israel has barred Egyptian
drivers and trucks from being in the same area at the
same time as Palestinian drivers and trucks."That
means there's not a smooth handover," Laerke said.

The main problem though was then getting authorisation
and assurances that aid distribution can go ahead
unimpeded, he said.

Indians Founded Most Unicorns
Outside Country: Report

world. Indians have founded more offshore unicorns
than any other country, co-founding 109 unicorns
outside of India compared with 67 in India, according
to the Global Unicorn Index 2024, a ranking of the
world's start-ups founded in the 2000s.Unicorns are
basically startups worth at least a billion dollars and not
yetlisted on a public exchange.

According to the report by the Hurun Research Institute,
India was placed third globally with 67 unicorns, led by
on-demand delivery start-up Swiggy and fantasy sports
platform Dreamll worth USD 8 billion each, and
Razorpay worth USD 7.5 billion."One factor is that
Indian founders produced more offshore unicorns than
any other country, co-founding 109 unicorns outside of
India compared with just 67 in India," the report said.Of
the unicorns founded outside of India, significantly all
were in the US (95), led by the Bay Area, with four in
the UK, three in Singapore, and two in Germany, the
Index said.The most active city for unicorns outside of
the US and China was London, followed by Bengaluru,
Paris and Berlin.According to the report, the world's
most successful unicorn investors, led by Tiger Global,
Softbank and HongShan, highlighted the symbiotic
relationship between startups and strategic investment.

On investments in startups, it said the year 2024 has seen
a slowdown in new unicorn investments, especially
compared with the heyday of 2021 as investor exits
prove harder to come by.The record-breaking stock
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Simon Harris becomes Ireland’ s youngest
prime minister after Leo Varadkar's exit

Simon Harris secured the support

of some independent lawmakers,

as well as his Fianna Fail and

Green Party coalition partners, to

hecome Ireland's youngest
prime minister at age 37.

Dublin. Simon Harris became Ireland's
youngest ever prime minister on Tuesday,
succeeding party colleague Leo Varadkar
with less than a year to boost the coalition

government's bid to halt a first electoral

victory by left-wing Sinn Fein.The 37-
year-old former health and higher
education minister, best known for
helping steer the country's initial response
to Covid-19, was elected unopposed as
the new leader of Fine Gael last month,

just days after Varadkar's shock exit.

That all but assured he would become the
16th person to lead the country of 5.3
million, and he was confirmed in

parliament after securing support from
some independent lawmakers, as well as He is due to announce a reshuffle of his Fine

his Fianna Fail and Green Party coalition
partners.Harris will face the same deep-
rooted problems, most notably a severe
shortage of affordable housing and
unease at record numbers of asylum
seekers, that led to Fine Gael's stagnation  Harris, who quit university aged 20 to work
under Varadkar and inherits a coalition
agreement that leaves little room for

major new policy initiatives.

McGrath and Micheal Martin.

Japan PM's US visit in 9 years to boost
ties amid rising China concerns

World. Japanese Prime Minister
Kishida has embarked on a state visit to
the US, marking the first such visitby a
Japanese head of government in nine
years. This visit is crucial, given the
current global security environment
and the pressing regional challenges in
the Asia-Pacific.Speaking to ,
Noriyuki Shikata, Cabinet Secretary
for Public Affairs in Japan's Prime
Minister's office, said, “At the bilateral
summit meeting with President (Joe)
Biden, Prime Minister Kishida will
confirm the deepening ties between
Japan and the US in the context of
alliance, economic and business
relations, promoting cultural
exchanges, promoting sophisticated
technology cooperation between the
two nations.""He will also address a
joint meeting of US Congress, and
would also discuss future-oriented
relations between Japan and the US
and the broader context of Japan-US
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region,
under a free and open Indo-
Pacific.Strengthening Bilateral and
Trilateral AlliancesPrime Minister
Kishida's visit underscores the
growing importance of the Japan-US
alliance, particularly in response to the

complex security dynamics in the
"Prime Minister Kishida will confirm
the deepening ties between Japan and
the US in the context of alliance,
economic and business relations,
promoting cultural exchanges,
promoting sophisticated technology
cooperation," Noriyuki Shikata said.
The discussions are expected to cover a
wide array of toics, including
enhancing military pcoordination,
addressing North Korea's
provocations, and countering Chinese
pressure in contested regions like the
South China Sea.The US, Japan, and
the Philippines are set to discuss their
collaborative efforts to maintain a
"free and open order based on the rule
of law", a principle that is pivotal for
regional peace and prosperity.“Prime
Minister Kishida's week-long state
visit, the first by a Japanese head of
government in nine years, coincides
with a deteriorating security
environment in the region. The visit is
expected to consolidate their bilateral
defence partnership, and reassure the
Philippines at their trilateral summit,
in the face of an assertive China,”
Ambassador Sujan Chinoy, Director
General of the Manohar Parrikar

Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses in New Delhi, told
IndiaKishida's visit will create a new
baseline for cooperation, regardless of
the outcome of the November 5 US
presidential elections.Addressing the
China Challenge

The trilateral summit involving the US,
Japan, and the Philippines is
particularly significant, considering
the ongoing tensions in the South
China Sea.Ambassador Sujan Chinoy
emphasised the visit's timing amidst a
"deteriorating security environment"
in the region.Kishida's visit aims to
"consolidate their bilateral defence
partnership and reassure the
Philippines," particularly in light of
China's assertive posture.China's
reaction to these developments is
predictably critical, with Ambassador
Chinoy noting that Beijing would
likely view the trilateral meeting as an
attempt to "contain China and encircle
it", framing it as "interference" by
external powers in its core interests.He
said, “China will, as usual, criticise the
trilateral meeting as it did in reaction to
the joint naval drill by the US, Japan,
Australia and Philippines navies in the
South China Sea on Sunday (April 7).

Hepatitis infections claiming 3,500 lives

Geneva. The World Health
Organisation on Tuesday flagged

that the number of lives lost due to ‘

viral hepatitis is increasing with the
disease being the second leading
infectious cause of death globally --
with 1.3 million deaths per year —
the same as tuberculosis. The WHO
2024 Global Hepatitis Report said
new data from 187 countries show
that the estimated number of deaths
from viral hepatitis increased from 1.1
million in 2019 to 1.3 million in 2022.
Of these, 83 per cent were caused by
hepatitis B, and 17 per cent by hepatitis
C.Every day, there are 3,500 people
dying globally due to hepatitis B and C
infections,” the report released at the
World Hepatitis Summit
saidBangladesh, China, Ethiopia,
India, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Russia and Vietnam
collectively shoulder nearly two-thirds

A

of the global burden of hepatitis B and
C.Achieving universal access to
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment in
these 10 countries by 2025, alongside
intensified efforts in the African
Region, is essential to get the global
response back on track to meet the
Sustainable Development Goals, the
UN health agency said in a statement.
“This report paints a troubling picture:
despite progress globally in preventing
hepatitis infections, deaths are rising

every duy, WHO sounds alarm

because far too few people with
hepatitis are being diagnosed and
treated,” said WHO Director-General
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
“WHO is committed to supporting
countries to use all the tools at their
disposal - at access prices - to save
lives and turn this trend
around.”Updated WHO estimates
indicate that 254 million people lived
with hepatitis B and 50 million with
hepatitis C in 2022; half the burden of
chronic hepatitis B and C infections is
among people 30-54 years old, with 12
per centamong children under 18 years
of age. Men account for 58 per cent of
all cases, the statement said.Apart
from talking about global progress and
gaps in diagnosis and treatment, the
WHO 2024 Global Hepatitis Report
also pointed out disparities in pricing
and service delivery, and said, funding
remains a challenge.

Gael team - which makes up seven of the
18 seats in cabinet - on Tuesday. It will not
include the finance and foreign affairs
portfolios, held by Fianna Fail's Michael

as a political aide, was elected to
parliament at 24 and appointed to cabinet

before he turned 30, used a speech at
Saturday's Fine Gael annual conference
to spell out his focus on law and order,
helping small business and reconnecting
with rural voters.He also pledged to fix
the housing crisis "once and for all" -
something his predecessors have also
promised - proposing an extension to
support for developers and first-time
buyers, while acknowledging the
required boost to supply would take
years.Data on Monday showed asking
prices for Irish homes rose by 6.5 per cent
year-on-year in the first quarter, the
fastest rate of growth since 2022. An
opinion poll on Sunday showed housing
remained voters' top concern.

The same poll confirmed a recent trend of
support for Sinn Fein dropping off highs
of 12-18 months ago, though independent
candidates rather than the government
parties were again the main beneficiaries.

Sinn Fein stood on 26 per cent, with Fine
Gael on 21 per cent and Fianna Fail on 16
per cent. Other polls show support more
closely aligned for the two main
governing parties.

Donald Trump
classified documents
case judge agrees to
redact withess names

Washington. A US federal judge decided on
Tuesday to allow the special counsel
prosecuting former President Donald Trump for
allegedly mishandling classified documents to
shield the identities of possible witnesses in the
case for now.

US District Judge Aileen Cannon agreed to
reconsider a prior ruling that prosecutors argued
would have revealed the names of certain
witnesses who spoke to investigators, and
subjected them to intimidation and harassment
from Trump and his supporters.Lawyers for
Trump, the Republican challenger to
Democratic President Joe Biden in the
November 5 election, attached information
about the witnesses to a legal filing in January
seeking information that they argued would help
Trump’s defence.Cannon, who was nominated
to the bench by Trumyp, initially agreed to make
the information public, citing the need for public
access to court records.Special Counsel Jack

Smith, the prosecutor who brought the case,
urged Cannon to re-evaluate her ruling, arguing
the decision was legally flawed and would
expose witnesses to unnecessary harassment
and possible threats.Cannon in Tuesday’s
updated ruling, agreed to redact information in
public filings that would lead to witnesses being
identified. Witnesses for now will be referenced
in court papers using pseudonyms, the judge
said.Trump has repeatedly attacked judges,
prosecutors and some known witnesses in the
four criminal cases against him.In two of those
cases -- a federal case accusing Trump of
attempting to subvert the results of the 2020
election and a New York state prosecution
charging him with concealing hush money
payments to a porn star -- judges have imposed
gag orders limiting Trump’s out-of-court
statements.In the classified documents case,
Trump has pleaded not guilty to charges that he
illegally kept highly sensitive records after he
left office in 2021 and obstructed government
efforts to retrieve the material. Trump has
accused prosecutors of targeting him in an
attempt to harm his campaign.

China to oppose US's plan to link key submarine pact to Taiwan

China opposes linking AUKUS pact to

Taiwan issue, citing risk of nuclear
proliferation

China insists Taiwan is an internal
affair, questions US intentions
China reaffirms commitment to
defend national sovereignty and
territorial inteqrity

Beijing China on Tuesday said it will
resolutely oppose any plan by the Biden

part of China's territory and Taiwan’s
issue is its internal affair, which no
external force has the right to intervene.

"What is the intention of the US in trying to
link the so-called 'trilateral security
partnership' submarine plan with the
Taiwan question?" Mao asked.

China's will to defend its national
sovereignty and territorial integrity is
unwavering, and no one should
underestimate or misjudge it, she said.

Mao also said the US, the UK, and
Australia are not direct parties to the
South China Sea dispute and should not
intervene in efforts by the relevant parties

to resolve the issue through negotiation
and consultation.The recent tension in
the South China Sea and increased
regional confrontation are inseparable
from the US actions in roping in its allies,
she said, referring to Washington’s
backing to the Philippines which during
the last few months trying to assert its
claim over the Second Thomas Shoal in
the South China Sea which is strongly
resisted by China.The coast guard ships
of China and the Philippines jostled to
assert their claim over the area.China
claims most of the South China Sea. The
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei
and Taiwan have counterclaims over the
area.

administration to connect the AUKUS
pact between Australia, the UK, and the
US to the Taiwan issue, saying it will risk
nuclear proliferation and exacerbate the
arms race in the Asia-Pacific.Reacting to
reports quoting US Deputy Secretary of
State Kurt Campbell’s recent remarks
suggesting linking the AUKUS pact to
the Taiwan issue to deter any Chinese
aggression, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning told a media
briefing here that the American official’s
remarks fan the flames of conflict, and are
malicious in intent."China is strongly
dissatisfied with this and resolutely
opposes it," she said, adding that it

markets in the US, India and the UK have not delivered
significant unicorn IPOs."I hope this list of the world's
unicorns can inspire individuals to drive value creation
in new sectors and for countries and cities to recognise
the importance of unicorns to their future economy," it
said.Yes, some will fail, and when they do it is normally
to massive media attention, such as India education
platform BYJU, but on the whole unicorns are seen as
inherently vital to the new economy," the report said

The world's unicorns come from 53 countries, up from 48
last year, spread around 291 cities, up from 271. The US
led with 703 unicorns, followed by China with
340.Hurun found 1,453 unicorns across the world, a
new world record and up 7 per cent or 92 unicorns.

increases the risk of nuclear proliferation
and exacerbates the arms race in the Asia-
Pacific region, undermining regional
peace and stability.China claims the self-
governing island of Taiwan as part of it
and vows to integrate with its mainland.
The AUKUS submarine project could help
deter any Chinese move against Taiwan,
Campbell was quoted as saying at
Washington's Centre for a New American
Security think tank last week.Campbell
argued that the 2023 AUKUS pact
involving Australia’s acquisition of

nuclear-powered attack submarines was
part of efforts to counter China's growing
power in the Indo-Pacific region.He also
made a rare linkage between Taiwan and
AUKUS, saying that new submarine
capabilities would enhance peace and
stability, including in the Cross-Strait that
separates China and Taiwan.

AUKUS' submarine capabilities "have
enormous implications in a variety of
scenarios, including in cross-strait
circumstances," Campbell was quoted as
saying.Mao said Taiwan is an inalienable
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ASOIF excludes IBA
as member

CHENNAI. In another significant
development, the International Boxing
Association has been excluded from the
Association of Summer Olympic
International Federations (ASOIF) on
Tuesday. This is a big setback after the
Court Of Arbitration ruling last week
which dismissed IBA appeal and upheld
the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) suspension.During the general
assembly held on Tuesday, the ASOIF
decided to keep IBA out which it said is in
line with the ASOIF Statutes. "This move
follows the CAS decision of 2 April,
dismissing IBA’s appeal against the [OC
decision to withdraw IBA’s recognition as
the International Federation (IF) for
Olympic boxing. Previously, ASOIF had
already suspended IBA’s Full Member’s
rights," said an ASOIF statement.

The IBA was prompt to react and said that it
acknowledged the decision but termed it
'‘profoundly disappointing'. In a statement,
the IBA said, "While this outcome is
profoundly disappointing, we wish to
stress our unwavering commitment to the
sport of boxing and our remarkable

o NP

athletes and coaches across the globe as
the IBA starts its recognition journey."
The IBA is even mulling to appeal in the
Swiss Federal Tribunal. "The ASOIF
decision follows the Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS) decision to not uphold the
IBA’s appeal against the [OC for its loss of
recognition," said IBA. "The IBA strongly
rejects the CAS decision as it completely
repeats the IOC’s rhetoric, despite
sufficient proof of the progress has been
provided. The IBA will go down the road
to protect its athletes and coaches by
considering the Swiss Federal Tribunal
appeal.""In response to the concerns
raised, the IBA reiterates that it has
already implemented significant
governance and compliance reforms since
late 2020. We are dedicated to upholding
the highest standards of transparency and
integrity within the boxing community
while delivering world-class events. Our
focus remains steadfast on providing
unparalleled opportunities for our boxers,
ensuring they have a global stage to
showcase their talent and dedication. All
actions of IBA are done to ensure their
well-being and continuous development."

[PL Mega Auction: BCCI

to discuss increasing
player retention

NEW DELHI. With the IPL set to have
another mega auction later this year, it has
emerged that the number of player retentions
has become a major talking point. TOI has
learnt that the Indian cricket board (BCCI)
has informally sought suggestions from the
IPL franchises and there is a push to increase
the number of retained players.According to
sources, the board has invited all 10
franchise owners for a meeting in
Ahmedabad next week."Things are at a very
nascent stage. The board is seeking
recommendations to carry the league
forward. Player-retention is a major factor in
that. Going by the informal discussions,
majority of the franchises are in favour of
having a provision where they can retain
about eight players before the auction," a
BCCl source told TOI.

In the last mega auction, four players were
allowed to be retained and one player could
be bought back by using the 'right to match'
(RTM) card. That offered the franchises a
scope to retain a total of five players. A
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maximum of two overseas players could be
retained.Sources said that most franchises
feel that there is a need for continuity in the
composition of teams. Teams have also
expressed their desire to raise the cumulative
salary cap to Rs 100 crore from the existing
Rs 90 crore since the BCCI has bagged
heftier media rights deals.

"Some feel that it doesn't make sense if the core
of the team is broken so frequently.
Franchises have identified that there should
be a scope to retain the larger part of the core
team. There are a couple of objections to this
suggestion. Nothing specific has been
discussed about the RTM or cap on overseas
retentions,”" the source said.A couple of
franchises have struggled after the last mega
auction - namely Delhi Capitals and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru. Capitals have
suffered the most. They had built a strong
core in the years leading to the last mega
auction. They had made the final in 2020
while qualifying for the playoffs on either
side of the 2020 season.

Arshdeep Singh is as good as Bhuvneshwar,

needs fo he more consistent:

we-Eoin Morgan said that Arshdeep
Singh is as good as Bhuvneshwar
Kumar

«PBKS pacer Arshdeep Singh

impressed with a four-wicket haul

against SRH

«Arshdeep Singh moved to 3rd spot

in Purple Cap list with 8 wickets

New Delhi. Former England captain Eoin
Morgan has hailed Arshdeep Singh after
the PBKS pacer starred with a four-wicket
haul against SRH in an IPL 2024 match.
Morgan said that Arshdeep can swing the
ball both ways and is as good as swing
king Bhuvneshwar Kumar but he needs to
be consistent with his bowling
performances."Yeah they did, they really
did, set the game for PBKS. Put
themselves into a commanding position
and particular level of expectations on his
shoulder now. Even previous IPL

w« Abdul Samad revealed what Nitish Kumar
Reddy changed about his batting and why he
was promoted up the order against PBKS on
April 9, Tuesday. Nitish put in a Player Of The
Match performance in the win against Punjab.

New Delhi,. SRH batter Abdul Samad has
revealed what Nitish Kumar Reddy changed
in his batting style for the IPL 2024 season
as he delivered a Player Of The Match
performance during the win against PBKS
on April 9. Nitish delivered with both bat
and ball as SRH made two wins out of two
and edged past Punjab in a final over thriller.
The young all-rounder stepped for
Hyderabad on a day when the likes of
Heinrich Klaasen and Aiden Markram had
failed with the bat.Nitish scored 64 off 37
balls and picked up the crucial wicket of
PBKS vice-captain Jitesh Sharma to help his
team win by 2 runs in the end. Speaking at
the post-match press conference, Samad
said that Nitish wasn't batting like this last
year when he was with the side. Samad said
that he was more of a middle-order batter
who played more conventional shots.The

performances and performance in an
Indian shirt, have created the pressure that
he's under and he just has to try and
continue to raise that level of consistency.
You know his ability to swing the ball both
ways is exceptional. As good as Bhuvi at
his best, you would say obviously
different angles. So adds that under threat
as well, " Morgan said while speaking on
Jio Cinema after SRH's win over
PBKS. Arshdeep Singh jumped to the third

SRH batter feels that Nitish changed things
around completely this year and prepared
well and impressed everyone during the

position on the Purple Cap table with 8
wickets. Arshdeep's impressive
performance, yielding figures of 4/29 in
four overs in Mullanpur, brought him level
with Yuzvendra Chahal on eight
wickets.PBKS vs SRH: Scorecard |
Highlights | Match Report

How did the PBKS vs SRH match unfold in
Mullanpur?

Arshdeep Singh stood out as the top bowler
for PBKS, yet SRH managed to reach a

' Nitish Reddy wasn't batting like this last year:

What SRH batter changed in IPL 2024

Eoin Morgan

total that seemed unlikely earlier. Abdul
Samad contributed with a quick 25 off 12
balls, but Jaydev Unadkat's last-ball six
concluded the SRH innings. However,
PBKS faced a shaky start, losing three
wickets with only 20 runs on the board,
including captain Shikhar Dhawan, who
was brilliantly stumped by Heinrich
Klaasen off Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

Dhawan, feeling the pressure of the run rate
after the early dismissals of his partners
Jonny Bairstow and Prabhsimran Singh,
fell for 14 off 16 balls. Bairstow was
bowled by SRH skipper Pat Cummins for
a duck, while Prabhsimran was caught by
Bhuvneshwar after getting a leading
edge. PBKS managed to reach 180/6,
largely thanks to a dynamic 66-run
partnership between Shashank (46 not out
off 25 balls) and Ashutosh (33 not out off
15 balls), the heroes of their previous
match.In the final over bowled by Jaydev
Unadkat, needing 29 runs, SRH missed
three crucial catches as Shashank and
Ashutosh came close to pulling off another
remarkable win. Shashank, hailing from
Visakhapatnam, initially known as a batter
in age-group cricket, evolved into a pace-
bowling all-rounder, smashing five sixes
and four fours in his unbeaten innings.

IPL 2024, PBKS vs SRH:
When Shikhar Dhawan was
hopeful of another

practice matches."Last year, Nitish wasn't 'ShaShank-AShutOSh' miraCIe

batting like this. Last year, he was a
middle-order batter and played
conventional shots. He has completely
changed this time around, and has
prepared well. Even in our practice
matches, he was doing well. Everyone
was impressed by him and that's why he
has been backed this season," said Samad.

PBKS vs SRH: Scorecard | Highlights |
Match ReportWhy was Nitish Reddy
promoted up the order vs PBKS?

Interestingly, SRH decided to use Nitish
ahead of Heinrich Klaasen and Impact
player, Rahul Tripathi on Tuesday, which
came as a surprise to everyone. Nitish
came in lower down the order in the win
against CSK and scored 14 off just 8
balls.Samad said that the team wanted him
to carry the confidence he had got in the
game against Chennai forward and
decided to get him up the order.

"The confidence he had last game, we
wanted to him to carry it forward. That's
why he was promoted up the order.

Everyone had confidence him that he would

do well today," said Samad.

Champions League quarters: Man City hold

Real to thrilling 3-3 draw, Arsenal 2-2 Bayern

Madrid Real Madrid and Manchester
City slugged out a thrilling 3-3 draw
in a rip-roaring Champions League
quarter-final clash in the Spanish
capital on Tuesday, leaving the tie
between the last two holders of the
trophy wide open for the second leg
next week. In London, Bayern
Munich striker Harry Kane returned
to north London to score his
customary goal against Arsenal as
the first leg of their Champions
League quarter-final tie ended 2-2 on
Tuesday.The Madrid crowd were left
stunned two minutes into the match
when City's Bernardo Silva took
advantage of a one-man wall to drill a free
kick from 40 metres just inside Andriy
Lunin's right-hand post to give the visitors
the lead.

But Eduardo Camavinga helped level the
scores after 12 minutes when his long-range
strike deflected off defender Ruben Dias for
an own goal after wrongfooting keeper
Stefan Ortega. Two minutes later, Vinicius Jr
delivered a brilliant through ball which
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Rodrygo took in his stride before his weak
goal-bound shot was deflected by Manuel
Akanji to give the hosts the lead.City piled
on the pressure and levelled in the 66th
minute through a stunning Phil Foden strike
into the top corner and went ahead when
Josko Gvardiol fired home five minutes
later.But Federico Valverde's glorious
volley in the 79th rescued a draw for Real on
another epic Champions League night that

left the fans eager for more in
the return leg in
Manchester. CRUCIAL
EQUALISER FOR
ARSENAL
Harry Kane, so often Arsenal's
nemesis in north London
derbies, stroked home a
penalty in the 32nd minute as
the Bundesliga side came
from behind to lead 2-1.
Premier League leaders
Arsenal, playing in their first
Champions League quarter-
final for 14 years, had gone in
front early on with a clinical
Bukayo Saka strike.But Arsenal were
stunned as their former striker Serge Gnabry
levelled six minutes later and then Kane
rolled home his 39th goal of the season in all
competitions after Leroy Sane was fouled in
the box.Arsenal will head to Bavaria for next
week's second leg full of hope though after
substitute Leandro Trossard equalised in the
76th minute to leave the tie hanging in the
balance.

|

New Delhi,. PBKS captain Shikhar Dhawan

said he and his camp were fully confident that
Shashank Singh and Ashutosh Sharma would
have been able to inspire them to a victory
with the bat with their late-overs hitting
against SRH at the Mullanpur Stadium on
April 9, Tuesday. SRH registered their first
away-from-home win as they defeated PBKS
in a last-over thriller. In a nail-biting
encounter, SRH survived the Shashank and
Ashutosh scare to win the match by 2
runs. While speaking to the broadcasters in the
post-match presentation, Dhawan lauded the 2
batters for their brilliant display of batting
when all hopes were lost as PBKS fell to 114
for 6 in the 16th over, chasing 183. Ashutosh
went on a clean-hitting spree as PBKS scored
27 runs in the last over and yet fell short of the
target by 3 runs.

Captain Dhawan also admitted that the team

couldn't cash in on the first 6 overs and that
cost them the game. During the start of the
chase, SRH pacers were all over the batters as
the top 3, including Dhawan, were dismissed
within the powerplay itself."Shashank and
Ashutosh played great knocks. I feel that we
kept them to a good total. Unfortunately, we
could not cash in on the first six overs and that
is where we lost the game.That pinched us
hard. The wicket was not offering that much
bounce so every individual has to come up
with better plans. Because we got out, of
course we would want to change our strokes.,"
Dhawan said in the post-match presentation.

PBKS vs SRH: Scorecard | Highlights | Match

ReportNotably, in PBKS's away win against
GT in Ahmedabad last week, Shashank and
Ashutosh emerged their heroes, pulling off an
improbable chase. Shashank hit 61 off just 29
balls as PBKS successfully chased down 200.

PBKSFALLJUST SHORT
Dhawan lauded Ashutosh and Shashank for

their 66-run partnership from 27 deliveries - a
joint effort that nearly guided the Punjab side
to victory. The PBKS captain also mentioned
that the top order needed to step up and
perform. SRH were firm favourites when
PBKS needed 67 runs from 4 overs. However,
Punjab's heroes from the last match tried to
pull off their heroics again, but fell short of the
target by 2 runs. As a batting unit, we did not
perform. It is important for the top order to
perform. (On Ashutosh and Shashank) It is
great to see those youngsters coming in and
chipping in. We are going to bounce back from
this loss. There was always the hope that they
could finish the game. Hats off to them that
they brought it this close. It gives us
confidence and hope for the next game. We
have to do better in certain areas and
improve," Dhawan added.

Hurun found 1,453 unicorns across the world, a new
world record and up 7 per cent or 92 unicorns.

«Arsenal and Bayern played
out a 2-2 draw

«Juchel said that it was huge
mistake hy the ref

«2nd leg will be played at the
Allianz Arena in Munich on

April 18

New Delhi

Bayern Munich boss Thomas
Tuchel revealed he was angry at the
explanation given by the referee after the
Gabriel incident during the Champions
League clash against Arsenal. In the 66th
minute, Bayern felt they were robbed off a
penalty when the Arsenal defender picked

the ball after a goal kick from David
Raya. The referee decided to not give the
spot-kick reportedly due to the bizarre
nature of the incident.The explanation
given by the referee Glenn Nyberg was
branded 'horrible' by Tuchel, who didn't
mince his words after the game.
Speaking to the reporters, as quoted by
Yahoo, the Bayern boss said that the
official had made a huge mistake with his
call. Tuchel said that the referee told his
players that it was a kid's mistake and he
won't give a penalty for that in a
Champions League quarterfinal.“The
referee made a huge mistake,” said
Tuchel.l know it was a crazy situation.
They put the ball down, he whistles and the
defender takes the ball with his

“What makes us really angry is the explanation
on the pitch. He told our players it was a
‘kid’s mistake’ and he won’t give a penalty
for that in a Champions League quarter-final.

“It’s a horrible, horrible explanation. Kid’s
mistake, adult’s mistake, whatever — we feel
angry because it was a huge decision against
us.”What happened in the UCL QF first leg
between Bayern and Arsenal?Arsenal and
Bayern Munich clashed in a thrilling
Champions League quarter-final first leg at

the Emirates Stadium,
culminating in a gripping 2-2
draw.The match commenced
with high intensity as Arsenal
took an early lead through
Bukayo Saka in the 12th minute,
showcasing their initial
dominance. However, the tide
quickly turned when former
Arsenal player Serge Gnabry
equalised for Bayern Munich six
minutes later, exploiting a
defensive lapse. The drama
intensified when Harry Kane,
continuing his notable record
against Arsenal, converted a
penalty in the 32nd minute to put
Bayern ahead, marking his
competition-high seventh goal of the
season.Despite trailing, Arsenal displayed
resilience and managed to level the score in
the second half thanks to Leandro Trossard's
equalizer. The second leg will be played at
the Allianz Arena in Munich on April 18.
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Flaunts Ample Curves In Body '\‘ ‘
Hugging Dress, Hot Photos Go Viral R

anya Malhotra is one of the most successful actresses. She is very

active on social media and often leaves fans in awe of her bold avatar.

Today, also Sanya Malhotra shared a set of bold photos that
immediately went viral on social media.Taking to her Instagram handle,
Sanya Malhotra shared photos with the caption red heart emoji. In the
photo, Sanya is seen wearing a red colour body-hugging dress. She opted
for minimalistic makeup with red colour lipstick. Fans dropped heart emojis
in the comment section. Sanya is flaunting her cleavage and is looking
extremely hot.

Recently, a photo of the actress went viral in which she was seen soaking in the
sun in a bikini. In the photo shared on a pap account, Sanya was seen wearing
ahotred bikini. In the picture, Sanya was seen admiring the sunset in between
aswim. She had her face against the camera.

Sanya has had a memorable few months. In September last year, she impressed
everyone after she appeared alongside Shah Rukh Khan in Jawan. The actress
played a pivotal role in the film, essaying the role of a doctor. Speaking about her
experience of working with SRK, she told News18.com, “It felt surreal to share
screen space with the absolute King, the Badshah of all hearts. My focus was
always what I could learn from superstar Shah Rukh Khan. When I got this
opportunity, it’s something I could never have said no to because I’'m a huge Shah
Rukh Khan fan. To get to work with him, to be around him, to see him work — why
would I say no to it even in my dreams? All I did was observe him. I would look at
the way he conducts himself and trust me he left me in awe every time. [ now
understand why people love him so much.Besides that, she was seen in Sam
Bahadur. Headlined by Vicky Kaushal, Sanya played the role of Silloo
Manekshaw, Manekshaw’s wife. In 2024, she will be seen in Mrs X, a remake of
the Malayalam film The Great Indian Kitchen, and Atlee’s Baby John. The film is
headlined by Varun Dhawan.

Suchitra Krishnamoorthi .

Recalls Ken Ghosh's Advice To Her: 'A Face

Like Yours Cannot Have A Cleavage'

ctor Suchitra Krishnamoorthi recently talked about focusing on her daughter and
maintaining a friendly relationship with her ex-husband, filmmaker Shekhar Kapur. She
admitted feeling pressured to find a new partner after their split. In an interview
with Zoom Entertainment, she mentioned trying to approach men in her social circle, but
director Ken Ghosh’s response made her reconsider. During the chat, she mentioned
being single at the moment and not particularly interested in finding someone unless they
bring value to her life.She recalled, “I did go through a lot of confusion after I had just
divorced. Everybody was telling me that [ have to find a partner, and that I wouldn’t be
able to manage alone. I started believing that maybe I have to find someone. Toh jo bhi
mile, party mein,
yahan wahan...
Then it became a
joke. There were
Nagesh Kukunoor,
and Ken Ghosh...”
Suchitra recalled meeting
Ken Ghosh at a party
where she tried to be
bold, but he advised
her otherwise. “Ken
Ghosh, in fact, I had
met him at a party,
and I was trying to
be bold and
provocative. He
said, ‘Suchi,
what are you doing? A face like yours cannot have a cleavage’.” Suchitra said that ‘when
you have a child, your options close’, referring to her relationship with Shekhar Kapur.
“You have to be nice, because it’s no longer about you or the other person, it’s about
the child. We are civil people, and we continue to remain civil. Our feelings don’t
matter. You do what needs to be done, not what you feel like doing,” she added.She
also talked about the rumour of her proposing to Ram Gopal Varma, clarifying it as
a misunderstanding. Suchitra jokingly asked RGV to marry her, but he declined,
saying, “Ijust like women’s bodies, not their brains”.
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Ankita Lokhande's FIRST LOOK

From Amrapali Stuns Fans;

Netizens Call It 'Amazing'; See Here

nkita Lokhande is currently one of the
most busy actors. Her music video with

her husband Vicky Jain was released
recently. And on Tuesday, she left all her fans
stunned as she unveiled the first look of her
character Amrapali from a web series. Ankita
took to her social handle and shared the
look.Taking to her Instagram handle, Ankita

wrote, “Presenting @lokhandeankita as

#Amrapali, the epitome of strength, grace, and

resilience. This captivating series delves into

the untold saga of the royal courtesan, revealing
her journey filled with emotions and challenges.
Stay tuned for this grand spectacle, produced by
@officiallegendstudios The series marks the
much-awaited comeback of the musical
maestro @ismaildarbarofficial.” In the poster,
we can see Ankita dressed in royal outfit and is
looking stunning.

As soon as she shared the poster, fans rushed to

comment. Many praised her looks and many
also called her amazing. “This looks amazing!
I’m so happy for you. Congratulations
sweetheart,” read a comment. Another wrote,
“U look stunning beauty and all the best fir your
project... you are going to slay ...Free Press
Journal mentioned that the series will show her

journey from being an imperial courtesan to

choosing to become a Buddhist nun. It will
capture a gamut of emotions and vicissitudes
experienced by Amrapali, who finally
renounces all luxuries and adopts celibacy as a
Buddhist devotee. Amrapall is being presented
by Sandeep Singh.

Ankita Lokhande was recently seen in Swatantrya

Veer Savarkar. In the film which also starred
Randeep Hooda in the lead, Ankita played the
role of Savarkar’s wife Yamuna Bai. Released
on March 22, Swatantra Veer Savarkar also stars
Amit Sial, Apinderdeep Singh and Mark
Bennington among others. The film is based on
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and his
contribution during the Indian Independence
struggle.Swatantrya Veer Savarkar opened to
mostly positive reviews. The film has earned Rs
8.25 crore in India as of now. News18 Showsha
gave the film a three-star rating and wrote,
“Randeep Hooda has shouldered the film with
ease. He proves that his performances in films
like Sarabjit and Highway were not just flukes.
Randeep gets under the skin and bones of the
freedom fighter. You are spellbound with the
conviction of his performance.”

Priya Bapat-starrer Marathi Play

Titled Jar Tar Chi Goshta
Completes 100 Shows

R} he Marathi play titled Jar Tar Chi Goshta
NS has been receiving immense love and

appreciation from viewers lately.
Recently, this play completed 100 shows. The
play stars Priya Bapat, Umesh Kamat,
Ashutosh Gokhale, and Pallavi Ajay in
prominent roles. To mark its success, a song
from the play was released. The beautiful song
is sung by Priya Bapat herself. The song
reveals the hidden emotions of the characters,
making them resonate with music enthusiasts
everywhere, and it is currently going viral. The
song, titled Jar Tar Cha Gana, was released on
April 6. The 2-minute, 39-second song was
composed by Shreenath Mhatre, while the
lyrics were penned by Prajakt Deshmukh.
Priya Bapat and Umesh Kamat are among the
most loved pairs in the industry.

This play, Jar Tar Chi Goshta, fulfilled their wish

to collaborate together again. After a long time,
this dream was realised; over time, this play
has reached huge success. The play is targeted
at audiences of all age groups. As a family-
entertaining play, it has something for
everyone, making it a favourite among all
demographics.

The play is a masterwork that appeals to

audiences of today because of the flawless
integration of the script, directing, and
performances. This play is backed by Sonal
Productions and presented by Priya Bapat. It is
directed jointly by Adwait Dadarkar and Ranjit
Patil, while the script is penned by Iravati
Karnik. Nandu Kadam serves as the producer.
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