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Hope for a
change of heart

SADANAND Date of the Maharashtra cadre of the
Indian Police Service (IPS) is easily one of the
brightest gems the IPS has produced over more
than seven decades of its existence. He has
functioned as a senior police officer in very
difficult times, when loyalty to the party in power
takes precedence over loyalty to the Constitution
and the law. My generation of officers were not
asked to do that.The community to which he
belongs was known for its adherence to truth and
justice, for its value system, for a simple living but
high thinking. Sadanand has encompassed in his
personality all those traits. He overcame poverty
as a child and cracked the Union Public Service
examination to enter the august portals of the IPS.

The residents of Mumbai would have been truly
blessed if he had been appointed Commissioner
of Police. But those in the know ruled this out as
Sadanand was incapable of saying ‘yes’ to
irregular requests. So, it was nothing short of a
surprise when it was announced that he was to
succeed Dinkar Gupta of the Punjab cadre as
Director General of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

In a recent article, ‘The Back-Room Mischief
Makers’, Mathew John, a former IAS officer, has
castigated the bureaucracy, especially the IPS and
IRS officers in charge of Central investigative
agencies, of “crawling when asked to bend”
before “the brute power of a political executive” .
The Enforcement Directorate (ED), an IRS-led
agency, was, of course, mentioned, but so were
two IPS-led agencies, the CBI and the NIA.

Another excellent officer of Maharashtra’s IPS
cadre, Subodh Jaiswal, was picked to head the
CBI three years ago. He kept a low profile during
his tenure. That he did not get an extension or a
post-retirement sinecure is a tribute to his
integrity. It is an acknowledged fact that those
who toe the line are handsomely rewarded.
Obviously, Subodh toed nobody’s line.

I am absolutely sure that the Sadanand-led NIA is
not going to dabble in any form of injustice even if
the pressure becomes intolerable. He is a man
who must have spelt out his terms even before
honouring the trust placed in him. If Sadanand has
done that, which I am sure he has, the NIA is one
agency that the likes of Mathew will have to
eliminate from their list of Central agencies
which have turned into appendages of an
overbearing political executive.

Mathew has categorised the ED, the CBI and the
NIA as ‘back-room mischief makers’. Actually,
these agencies are essentially the visible ‘front’ of
politicians who want “corruption to be abolished
from the Opposition ranks”. What is even more
relevant is that these ‘corrupt’ Opposition leaders
should be shown up as such and incarcerated just
before the Lok Sabha elections. Only the sins of
those who cross over to the ruling party before the
polls are forgiven.Incidentally, Mathew will
forgive me if I point out that many among the
‘back-room’ collaborators are members of his
service! Secondly, Mathew should keep in mind
that our successors in the premier civil services
are operating in infinitely more difficult and
dangerous times than we did. When well-
meaning citizens hail me and want me to come
back as the policeman in charge of the city, I
immediately admit that I would not be able to
handle the present dispensation.

The choice is between conforming and quitting.
Not many are in a position to quit when they are
approaching 50 or have crossed that landmark. An
ofticer of the calibre of Sadanand should have
been appointed Police Commissioner of Pune,
Thane or Nagpur three years ago. The people of
those cities and the cops keeping order there
would have benefited from his integrity and
competence. But those in power are not
comfortable with such officers. This is the reality.

Newspapers say that the great majority of would-be
first-time voters have not cared to register
themselves for that duty. Is that surprising? If you
mention the name of Rahul Gandhi to them, loud
guffaws follow. And after Narendra Modi’s
cameo in Ayodhya for the Ram Temple’s

It is important to differentiate between herbal

SETTING aside its own 2021 judgment, the
Supreme Court has ruled that the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) is not obliged to pay
Rs 8,000 crore to the Delhi Airport Metro
Express Private Ltd (DAMEPL), a Reliance
Infrastructure firm, in pursuance of a 2017
arbitral award. The court observed that its
previous verdict had caused ‘grave miscarriage
of justice’ to a public utility, which was saddled
with an exorbitant liability. Stating that the
award had ‘suffered from the vice of perversity
and patent illegality’, the court has ordered that
the amount already paid, if any, by the petitioner
(DMRC) as aresult of coercive action should be
returned to it.

Commendably, the apex court has admitted that it
had erred in interfering with the 2019 decision

Need to carry out deeper research into ayurvedic medicines

While modern medicine investigates and diagnoses the disease before treating it, ayurveda relies more on treating the symptoms.

THE Supreme Court has pulled up Patanjali Ayurved for

its advertisements against allopathy and for making false
claims about its own ayurvedic medicines. The court had
earlier restrained Patanjali from advertising its products
as a ‘permanent relief” for hypertension, asthma and
heart disease, among other health issues. The Drugs and
Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act,
1954, prohibits advertisements for 54 such diseases.
Patanjali has also been questioned over its claim about
Coronil, its product that was touted as a cure for Covid-
19.There are two issues that arise from this
controversy. The first one is unsubstantiated
claims about ayurvedic medicines. There has
been limited research into such medicines.
Unlike the stringent criteria of clinical trials
for modern medicines governed by the Drug
Controller General of India, the norms for
other medical systems are lax. The second is
the occurrence of adverse effects due to
ayurvedic drugs. If proper scientific clinical
trials (Phases 1, 2 and 3) and post-marketing
surveillance are carried out, the reporting of
adverse effects is already incorporated into
them.

and dietary supplements and complementary
and alternative medicine (CAM). The former E=8
are defined by the US FDA (Food and Drug |
Administration) as “products taken by mouth | %
that contain a dietary ingredient intended to |
supplement the diet”, for example, vitamins, |
minerals and herbs. On the other hand, CAM
therapies are based on principles derived from
ancient texts and traditional beliefs, such as
the Chinese, ayurvedic and unani
medicines.Ayurveda is an ancient medicine system that
originated in India. It is believed to owe its existence to
Hindu god Dhanvantari and is detailed in Sushruta
Sambhita and Charaka Sambhita. Ayurveda is based on the
premise that diseases are the result of an imbalance
between doshas, vata, pitta and kapha. The vast majority
of ayurvedic medicines are plant-based or herbal. The
addition of minerals or metals like gold, arsenic, lead and
sulphur to herbal medicines is called rasashastra.

In contrast, allopathic medicine is described by the WHO

as “the broad category of medical practice that is called
Western medicine, evidence-based medicine or modern
medicine”. While modern medicine first investigates
and establishes the diagnoses and then treats them,
ayurveda relies more on treating the symptoms. Because
of the widespread use of allopathic medicines in the
Western world, there has been much scientific
investment in the understanding of disease causation and
its treatment. Consequently, we know the chemical

inauguration and his dive into the sea off Dwarka,
guffaws are heard, though not so loud. Students
are clearly disappointed with the ‘mother of
democracy’in action.

of'a Division Bench of the Delhi High Court. The case has
had its fair share of twists and turns. The arbitral award
had been upheld by a single-judge Bench of the HC in

structure of each medicine, the exact site of its action and
its side effects. The same can’t be said about ayurvedic
medicines.Till the beginning of the last century, most
medicines used the world over were plant-based or
natural products. There was widespread use of heavy
metals like gold, mercury and silver. Modern medicine
has been in existence for the past 80 to 90 years, with
antibiotics having been first used during World War II.
However, since then, there have been rapid strides in the
discovery of new treatments. New drugs acting at

specific receptors or targeting precise disease-causing
mechanisms are being developed. Some genetic
disorders can now be treated with gene-editing. This
requires enormous funding and the corresponding
infrastructure.

However, knowledge about ayurveda has not progressed

at the same pace. We know that the bark of the arjuna tree
can be useful in treating hypertension, high cholesterol
and heart diseases, but there is not enough scientific
evidence on the exact mechanism, how it helps, its dose
and the duration of treatment. Reserpine, an alkaloid
from the plant Rauwolfia serpentina, was earlier used to
treat hypertension in allopathy. Though it is no longer in
use in allopathy because of'its side effects, it continues to
be used in ayurveda. Similarly, a number of natural
substances like tulsi and ashwagandha have been used
widely but without diligent documentation and
validation. There are ayurvedic medicines for diabetes
mellitus too that have shown promise. There is a need to
investigate ayurvedic medicines with modern

SCrules in favour of Delhi Metro corporation

2018, only to be struck down by the Division Bench. The
Anil Ambani-owned Reliance Infrastructure then
approached the SC against the Division Bench’s order. A
two-judge Bench of the top court restored the award. The

Righting a grave wrong

technology to explore the active ingredient, mechanism
of action, drug interactions and adverse effects. Equally
important are regulatory mechanisms for good
manufacturing practices, quality control and
standardisation. The government recently gave a push to
alternative medicines by opening an Ayush (ayurveda,
yoga, naturopathy, unani, siddha and homoeopathy) unit
in all new AIIMS campuses. But much more needs to be
done.What can be done is exemplified by an anti-
malarial drug of Chinese origin. A Chinese traditional
herb, ginghao (Artemisia annua or
sweet wormwood), was in use for
over 2,000 years to treat fever caused
by malaria. Its anti-malarial principle,
qinghaosu, was discovered by
Chinese scientist Tu Youyou in 1971.
Its chemical structure was deciphered
in 1976, leading to the development of
its more effective derivatives.
Currently, artesunate is used all over
the world for falciparum malaria.
Ayurvedic medicines are not always
safe and have also attracted attention
because of their side effects. The
common belief is that they are safe
since they are based on natural
ingredients. However, their
formulations are not standardised,
and they may contain impurities. A
study by the PGIMER, published in
the journal Toxicology Research
(Cambridge) on 43 commonly used
ayurvedic over-the-counter
medicines found metal content above
permissible limits for zinc, mercury,
arsenic and lead in most of the formulations. In an earlier
study from Boston, US, among the 230 ayurvedic
medicines investigated, the prevalence of metals was
equal in the US-manufactured and India-manufactured
drugs (approximately 20 per cent each). The most
common metals detected were lead and mercury, and the
metal content was higher in rasashastra medicines than
in non-rasashastra ones. There are increasing reports of
CAM (including ayurvedic drugs) causing severe side
effects, such as liver disease, kidney damage and skin
reactions.There is a need to carry out research into those
ayurvedic medicines that are in common use for their
constituents, active ingredients, efficacy and adverse
effects. A multidisciplinary approach incorporating
modern scientific armamentarium is called for. We need
well-reasoned clinical trials based on valid hypotheses
from thorough pre-clinical studies and objective
outcome measures. Regulatory provisions should also
be tightened and enforced diligently.

DMRC’s plea seeking a review of the 2021
judgment was dismissed, forcing it to file a
curative petition.In 2008, the DAMEPL
had entered into a contract with the DMRC
for running the airport Metro line till 2038.
However, the private entity stopped
operating the Metro on the airport line,
presumably over safety concerns; it
invoked an arbitration clause, alleging
violation of the contract, and sought the
termination fee. The DMRC bore the brunt
of the DAMEPL’s ‘illegal’ decision to
terminate the concessionaire agreement.
The apex court has finally righted a huge
wrong and also demonstrated its ability to
do self-correction. This augurs well for
India’s justice delivery system. The
judiciary at all levels should treat this judgment as a
benchmark, especially in commercial matters where
corporates browbeat public utilities.

THE recent Parivartan Chintan (contemplation regarding
change) related to the long-planned creation of
integrated theatre commands (ITCs), presided over by
the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), Gen Anil Chauhan,
was yet another instance of the military top brass
examining extant proposals but expecting vastly
different results.According to the government, the day-
long ‘brainstorming’ session on April 8 in New Delhi,
attended by senior officers from the three services,
highlighted the need to adopt a ‘de novo’ (fresh)
approach towards developing operational ‘jointness’ in
the armed forces. It was mentioned that these
deliberations underlined the necessity of augmenting
interoperability and ‘jointness’ to enhance the Indian
military’s overall efficiency and war-fighting prowess.

The takeaways from the Parivartan Chintan, however,
remained nebulous, except to confirm that the ITC
matter remained unresolved and that the 2022 deadline
declared by Gen Chauhan’s predecessor Gen Bipin
Rawat for their creation was long past. Numerous ITC
models had been prepared by the Department of Military
Affairs (DMA), which the CDS heads, that broadly
envisage fashioning three tri-service commands — one
each for the country's northern and western borders and
an overarching maritime or peninsular command,
alongside options for ‘additional others’, but these, it
now appears, are seemingly inadequate.

All three provisional ITCs had been tentatively designated
their headquarters — Lucknow, Jaipur and Karwar
(Karnataka). But a cross-section of veterans claim that
numerous challenges persist for the DMA, pending the
ITCs’ final endorsement by the Cabinet Committee on
Security headed by the Prime Minister. The foremost is
the issue of the ITCs’ overall operational command and
control that was inherently ‘hobbled’ by hierarchical
inter- and intra-service rivalries, conflicts of interest and
ambitions of personnel involved in this planned revised
military architecture.By virtue of his employment
charter, the CDS himself is not part of this operational
equation, despite being India’s seniormost military

Knotty issues delaying integrated theatre commands

The (DS’s remit includes enabling and augmenting jointness, prioritising materiel buys, forces’ modernisation and giving impartial advice to the govt

officer. Under his terms of appointment, the CDS
exercises no direct operational military command,
including that over the three service chiefs. His remit,
among a host of myriad responsibilities, includes If localised, this concept, centred on US expeditionary

enabling and augmenting jointness, prioritising materiel
buys, forces’ modernisation and giving the government
impartial military advice.

ecent media reports and analyses by security experts

indicate that the role of the three four-star service chiefs,
in a revised ITC setting, would be limited to recruiting
and training manpower and logistically supporting it.
This reportedly ‘miffed” the individual chiefs and
possibly the Parivartan Chintan debated a more
proactive operational role for them than merely a
supportive one.Besides, in consonance with the US
theatre command model, on which the Indian ITC
template is largely believed to be patterned, the chain of
military command flows from the President to the
Secretary of Defence and onto the theatre commanders
and back. The latter were overseen by another four-star

officer, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who,
like India’s CDS, performed an advisory role to the US
political leadership.

doctrines, would incorporate ITC commanders reporting
directly to the Defence Minister, who, like the US
Secretary of Defence, would then be the deciding
operational authority, but obviously in the Indian context
with no military or battleground experience. To
overcome this handicap, a former Indian Navy chief of
staff had in a recent seminar suggested appointing
someone with deep knowledge of military affairs with
multi-party consensus as Defence Minister.

The other, more critical issue, and one that reportedly

dominates discussions within the services and the DMA
over delays in confirming the ITCs, is the parity in status
and seniority of officers presently heading the 17 single-
service geographical and functional commands. The
Army and the Indian Air Force had seven such
commands, and the Navy had three.

And, with these 17 commands to be eventually
subsumed into three, four or even five ITCs, one
immediate fallout would be the ‘placation’ of some
13-14 three-star officers in a rank-conscious
environment. Overnight, these officers would be
‘dispossessed’ of not only their elevated statuses,
but also of their numerous perquisites, including
the use of aircraft and rotary assets.

Additionally, some 10-odd Principal Staff Officers at
the respective service headquarters, three vice-
chiefs of staff and the Integrated Defence Staff
(IDS) head would also need to be 'adjusted' without
further engendering disaffection or any loss of
their sheen in the revised ITC setting. The
numerous three-star heads of directorates at each
of the three service headquarters would need to be
similarly accommodated in this massive revamp
guaranteed to radically alter the Indian armed
forces’ structure. Other related measures that were
believed to be delaying the ITCs’ formation

included the appointment of a Vice CDS and Deputy

CDS to oversee assorted ‘verticals’ in military planning,

like intelligence gathering, procurements and joint

training.

Presently, India has two tri-service commands — the

Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) to safeguard
India's strategic interests in the Indian Ocean Region and
the Strategic Forces Command tasked with ownership of
the country’s nuclear assets, deliverable by land-based
mobile platforms, by air and via underwater assets.
These came into being soon after the recommendations
of the Group of Ministers in 2001, following the 1999
Kargil War, and were placed under the IDS with the
express intent of crafting a future blueprint for ITCs,
which, a section of former service chiefs claim, has been
bypassed. In conclusion, the onus of validating the ITCs,
especially their operational command and control
framework, is on the DMA and the CDS, not on the
political leadership, which green-lighted the project and
now awaits its outcome.
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Blinkit And Lenskart CEQs

Join Hands To Deliver Glasses
In 10 Minutes

New Delhi. Social media platforms are buzzing with
excitement as Blinkit, the instant delivery service
company, has announced the addition of new items to
its delivery list, including PS5 consoles, fans, and
Lenskart products. The announcement has triggered a
flurry of memes, funny jokes, and appreciative posts
across various social media channels.

CEO Albinder Dhindsa took to Twitter to share the news
of Blinkit's collaboration with Lenskart, a popular
eyewear company. (Also Read: Attention: HDFC
Bank's Special Fixed Deposit Scheme Ending On
THIS Date)In his tweet, Dhindsa mentioned that
Lenskart products, including sunglasses and their
Hustlr range of computer glasses, would now be
available for delivery within 10 minutes through
Blinkit's instant delivery service. (Also Read: Mobile
Recharge Prices Expected To Rise After Lok Sabha
Elections)He also expressed curiosity about the
evolution of the Hustlr brand over time. Dhindsa's
tweet featured a picture of himself with Lenskart CEO
Peyush Bansal, further highlighting the collaboration
between the two companies.

Oil demand to rise by 0.2 mn
bl/day

NEW DELHI. India’s oil demand is projected to increase
by 0.2 million barrels per day (mb/d) year-on-year
(YoY) in the next two quarters, according to the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC).s per the monthly oil marketing report, diesel is
projected to be the driver of oil demand growth,

With over Rs 35K cr issues,
April to see IPO rush

Already the new fiscal qot

off to a smooth ride with the

Rs 4,275 crore OFS by Bharti

Hexacom, an arm of the

mobile major Bharti Airtel

which got listed today with a

32.4% gain over the issue

price of Rs 570.

MUMBAI. The two-month-long, seven-

phased general elections ending early June
has companies looking to hit the capital
markets with primary and secondary
issues, with nearly a dozen issuers lining
up equity sales worth over Rs 35,000 crore
more in the month.The month already saw
a bumper issue -- the Rs 4,275 crore offer-

India, Mauritius tax treaty: Benefif
only for bona fide purpose

for-sale by Bharti Hexacom earlier this
week.The bundling of the issues,
according to two investment bankers, is
primarily because Maharashtra and
Gujarat--the two of the largest markets for
capital markets in particular and overall
investments in general -- will be going to
the polls in May in multiple
phases.Already the new fiscal got off to a
smooth ride with the Rs 4,275 crore OFS
by Bharti Hexacom, an arm of the mobile
major Bharti Airtel which got listed today
witha 32.4% gain over the issue price of Rs
570.As per Axis Capital, one of the leading
domestic i-bankers, there are over 30
issues lined up for the first quarter, most of
which will take place in April and June. As
per Axis Capital last fiscal 80 issues raised
Rs 68,000 crore through
IPOs/FPOs/OFSes and this fiscal is likely
to see more than 120 issues which are
likely to mop up over Rs 1.25 lakh croe, or
30 issues each quarter.

Two i-bankers who wished not to be quoted,

told The New Indian Express Friday that
they are working on nearly a dozen issues
which are likely collectively garner over
Rs 35,000 crore. More than half of this (Rs
18,000 crore to be precise) will come from
the follow-on-publicoffer (FPO) being
launched by the financially struggling
mobile operator Vodafone Idea next week.

The other major issues waiting share sales
include the Rs 5,000-crore issue from the
Blackstone-backed Adhaar Housing
(mostly be an OFS like Bharti Hexacon,
which was fully OFS), and the Rs 3,000-
crore issue from the Bengaluru-based
pharma services palyer Indegene, and a
small issue of Rs 125 crore from the
fintech player Akme Fintrade.

Other issues in the pipeline for the current
quarter, according to an Axis Capital note,
include standalone insurance player Digit,
Fincare Small Finance Bank, water
technology player Denta, piping systems
player Dee Development Engineers, CJ
Darcl Logistics, developer Arkade,
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supported mostly by agriculture, construction, and
manufacturing activities. Moreover, annual traditional
festivities are expected to support transportation activity
and boost petrol, while the ongoing air travel recovery is
expected to bolster jet or kerosene demand.

“Overall, India is expected to see healthy oil demand
growth of 228 tb/d, YoY, in 2024. The healthy economic
momentum in 2024 is expected to continue into 2025.
Furthermore, manufacturing and business activities in
India are expected to be steady, supporting an oil
demand increase of 228 tb/d, y-o-y,” reads the report.

However, in February, the country witnessed a notable
decline in crude oil imports, dropping by 11% month-
on-month (MoM) to reach 4.5 million barrels per day
(mb/d). Last year, there was a 10% decrease in imports
for the same period.In February 2024, India witnessed a
significant increase in product imports, including
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), which surged by 118
thousand barrels per day (tb/d) or nearly 10% MoM),
averaging 1.2 mb/d. According to the OPEC report, this
growth was observed across all major product
categories, with LPG leading the way. However, year-
on-year (y-0-y), product imports experienced a decrease
of 78 tb/d or almost 7%.

Meanwhile, India’s export of petroleum products showed
asignificant recovery, surging by 18% to 1.4 mb/d.

Forex rises for seventh week,
adds $2.98 billion

MUMBALI. The country’s foreign exchange reserves
continue to hit new highs for the seventh week on the
trot adding close to $3 billion to touch a new high of
$648.56 billion for the week ending April 5, driven
mainly by record run that gold has seen of late, show the
latest data from the RBI.

In the previous reporting week ending March 29, too, the
reserves had added $2.96 billion while for the reporting
week the addition has been $2.98 billion.

The reserves accretion has been led by the yellow metal,
which has been on fire for many months now. The RBI

NEW DELHI. India and Mauritius have
signed a protocol to amend the double
taxation avoidance agreement (DTAA)
by adding principle purpose test (PPT).

PPT is a provision in international tax
treaties designed to prevent abuse
and tax avoidance by denying pact
benefits if one of the principal
purposes of a transaction was to take
advantage of those benefits, rather
than for genuine commercial
reasons. The protocol added a new
article, “Article 27B Entitlement to
Benefits,” to ensure that treaty
benefits are granted only for
transactions with a bona fide
purpose. The amendment, signed on
March 7, has now been made
public.As per Lokesh Shah, Partner,
INDUSLAW, introduction of PPT is
a measure implemented to align the tax
treaty with base erosion and profit
shifting (BEPS) Action Plan 6 initiated
by the OECD and G20 Countries to
combat tax evasion.

“This would mean taxpayer’s resident in
Mauritius can no longer simply rely on a
tax residency certificate (TRC) issued

Vodafone Idea to launch Rs 18,000 cr FPQ on April 18

NEW DELHI. US-based investment

by Mauritius Revenue authority to claim
treaty benefits,” Shah said. The Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) Circular
789 had clarified that TRC by Mauritian
authorities will constitute sufficient
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evidence of residence to claim benefits
of tax treaty. Later, the Supreme Court of
India in the case of Azadi Bachao
Andolan upheld the validity of Circular
No. 789.

With PPT test now introduced in the India-
Mauritius tax treaty, tax authorities in
India are likely to look beyond TRC and
will have the ability to deny the benefit

The telco on Friday (April 12,

firm GQG Partners and the State Bank
of India Mutual Fund are reportedly
considering investing up to $800

2024) announced a follow-on

million ("6,600 cr) in the upcoming
Vodafone Idea Limited’s (VIL) follow-
on public offering (FPO) of Rs 18,000
crore.A report citing two persons in the
know said GQG, run by India-born
executive Rajiv Jain, plans to invest

public offering (FPO) of
equity shares aqqreqating up
to Rs 18,000 crore.A
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I o ability to take a closer look at
- the structure, and assess the

of India-Mauritius tax treaty if it is

reasonable to conclude, having regard to

all relevant facts and circumstances, that

obtaining the treaty benefits was one of

the principal purposes of any
arrangement or transaction that
resulted directly or indirectly
such tax benefit.

“The tax authorities will have the

intent and commercial
rationale, before granting treaty
benefits. Existing structures /
t investments from Mauritius
will now need to pass through
the PPT test,” Shah
added.Meanwhile, Punit Shah,
Partner, Dhruva Advisors, said
“The protocol amending India
Mauritius tax treaty provides that even if
one of the main purposes of setting up
structure in Mauritius is to take benefit
of tax exemptions, such benefit can be
denied. Hence, the investors would need
to demonstrate commercial justification
and rationale for setting up in
Mauritius."

participate by bidding for a minimum
lot of 1,298 equity shares, with the
minimum application amount
calculated at Rs 14,278 for one lot at
the upper end of the price band.
Following this, investors can bid in
multiples of 1,298 equity shares.The
debt-laden telco is trying to raise funds
to improve its financial health and to
stay competitive. Recently, it

has been adding to the gold reserves of late, and has
snapped up 2 tonne in 2024 alone.

Xs per the latest weekly statistical supplement from the
central bank, foreign currency assets, major component
of the forex assets, rose by $549 million to $571.17
billion, while gold reserves grew by $2.4 billion to
$54.56 billion.

Big banks warn of uncertain
year ahead after mixed
financial performances in the
first quarter

NEW YORK.Big banks warned of an “uncertain” year
ahead after mixed financial results during the first
quarter in an environment of stubbornly high inflation
and geopolitical clashes in Europe, the Middle East and
elsewhere.JPMorgan reported a modest 6% rise in
profits Friday while profits at Wells Fargo and
Citigroup declined, though both topped Wall Street
expectations.“Many economic indicators continue to
be favorable. However, looking ahead, we remain alert
to a number of significant uncertain forces,” JPMorgan
CEO Jamie Dimon said, citing the wars in Gaza and
Ukraine as well as other geopolitical pressures, high
levels of government spending across the world and
“persistent inflationary pressures.”Dimon used
language Friday that was similar to what he told
investors in his annual shareholder letter earlier this
week. In that letter, Dimon warned that geopolitical
events including the war in Ukraine and the Israel-
Hamas war, as well as U.S. political polarization, could
be creating an environment that “may very well be
creating risks that could eclipse anything since World
War I1.”Dimon’s shareholder letter on Monday seemed
prophetic two days later when the U.S. released hotter-
than-expected inflation data for March, putting
uncomfortably high consumer prices back at the top of
agenda for policymakers, particularly President Joe
Biden in his bid for a second term in the White House.

In call with reporters, Citigroup executives echoed
Dimon’s comments. Mark Mason, Citi’s chief financial
officer, said that while the bank still sees an economic
soft landing — where inflation cools while keeping the
economy growing — risks to the economy abound.

“The global economy seems to be resilient,” Mason said,
but that the bank remains concerned about inflation and
what will happen as interest rates remain elevated for a
longer period of time.JPMorgan, the nation’s largest
bank, earned a profit of $13.42 billion, or $4.44 a share,
compared with a profit of $12.62 billion, or $4.10 a
share, in the same period a year earlier. JPMorgan’s
results were pulled lower by a $725 million one-time
charge for an assessment by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation.

about $500 million, while SBI Mutual

Fund is considering an investment of
$200 million to $300 million. Both the
firms are considering investments under
the institutional quota.

Vodafone Idea, country’s third largest

telco, in February 2024 announced its
plan to raise funds of nearly Rs 45,000
crore through a combination of equity
and debt. The telco on Friday (April 12,
2024) announced a follow-on public
offering (FPO) of equity shares
aggregating up to Rs 18,000 crore.

Vodafone Idea set the FPO price between

Rs 10 and Rs 11 per share. The
company, in an exchange filing said the

With net profit at Rs
12,434 crore,
company’s growth in
the fourth quarter was
led by India at 37.9%
and UK at 6.2%

BENGALURU.The country’s largest IT
services company Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) on Friday reported a 9%
increase in its consolidated net profit for
the fourth quarter ended March 31, 2024,
at Rs 12,434 crore on the back of record
deal wins.

Its revenue from operations for Q4 stood at
Rs 61,237 crore, a growth of 3.5%,
compared to Rs 59,162 crore in the year-
ago period. TCS’FY24 deal wins stood at
an all-time high at $42.7 billion and in
Q4, its total contract value (TCV) stood
at$13.2 billion.

higher end of the price band, Rs 11,
represents a discount of about 26%
compared to the recently approved
preferential issue price to the promoter
entity and a discount of about 15%
compared to the last closing price.

The FPO is scheduled to open on April 18
and close on April 22. “The higher end
of the price band i.e. Rs 11 is at a
discount of 26% compared to recently
approved preferential issue price to the
promoter entity at Rs 14.87 and a
discount of 15% compared to last
closing price of Rs 12.95,” said the
company.Interested investors can

successfully raised Rs 2,075 crore by
issuing preferential shares to Oriana
Investments Pte Ltd, a promoter entity
within the Aditya Birla Group, at Rs
14.87 per share, marking a 40%
increase from the FPO floor price. It
also sold equity shares to its vendor,
American Tower Company (ATC),
through the conversion of optionally
convertible debentures (OCDs) worth
Rs 1,440 crore.ATC now holds a 2.87%
stake in Vodafone Idea. Meanwhile, the
telco’s net loss for the October-
December quarter narrowed to Rs 6,986
crore’ from Rs 8,738 crore’ in the
previous quarter.

For full fiscal FY24, the company’s
consolidated net profit stood at Rs
45,908 crore, a 9% growth,
compared to Rs 42,147 crore in
FY23, and its full year revenue stood
at Rs 2,40,893 crore, up 6.8% year-
on-year (YoY).

Addressing a press conference, K
Krithivasan, chief executive officer
and managing director of TCS, said,
“We have won more than 200
engagements in Al so far this year
and our Al and Gen Al pipeline have
doubled in this quarter to $900 million.”
The company’s growth in the fourth
quarter was led by India at 37.9% and
UK at 6.2%.

Its operating margin for the quarter stood
at 26%, YoY expansion of 150 bps and
net margin at 20.3%. N Ganapathy
Subramaniam, COO and Executive
Director, who will be retiring next month
after working with the company for over
40 years, said barring one mega deal, deal
sizes are mixed and broad-based. “Many
of them are short-term deals of much
lower value which is actually good for
us,” he said. TCS CEO said no single
individual can replace Subramaniam and
that they don’t intend to appoint a new
COO.The company is delegating

Ebixcash, SPC Lifesciences, Stanley
Lifestyles, JNK India and Indo Farm
Equipment, Western Careers India, and
Survical Technologies among others.

Barring Akme Fintrade, which is a fully

fresh issue, all others issues are mostly
OFS with a minor portion of the issue
being fresh issue of shares. More than 40
issue applications are pending with the
Sebi, according to Axis Capital note,
which includes, a Rs 7,000 crore issue (Rs
1,250 fresh issue and the rest OFS) from
the construction major from the Pallonji
group Afcons, another Rs 7,000 crore issue
from Ola Electric, Rs 1,200 crore issue
from PN Gadgil Jewellers; Rs 1,000 crore
issue from Northern Arc Capital, Rs 1,500
crore issue from the liquor major Allied
Blenders & Distillers, Rs 1,200 crore issue
from Emcure Pharma, Rs 1,500 crore issue
from Ashirwad Microfinance, Kerala-
based jewellery major Joy Allukas, a mega
issue from NSDL which will be fully an
OFS, among others.

g Attention: HDFC Bank's
pecial Fixed Deposit
Scheme Ending On

THIS Date

New Delhi: If you're a senior citizen looking for
higher returns on your investments, you should
know that HDFC Bank, the largest private bank
in the country, will be discontinuing its exclusive
fixed deposit scheme for seniors on April 15.
This means you have a limited time to take
advantage of the "Senior Citizen Care FD"
scheme before it ends unless the bank announces
an extension.

Under the Senior Citizen Care FD scheme, you can
earn returns as high as 7.75 percent on your
deposits. This scheme offers an additional 0.75
percent interest over the regular rates. (Also
Read: Swiggy Delivery Partner Caught Stealing
Shoes in Viral Video, Company Reacts: Watch)

The special interest rate is applicable for deposits
made between May 18, 2020, and April 15,2024,
for amounts below Rs 5 crores. (Also Read:
HDFC Becomes First Private Bank To Open
Branch In Lakshadweep)

Eligibility

To be eligible for the Senior Citizen Care FD, you
must be a resident of India aged 60 or older. Both
new deposits and renewals within the offer
period are accepted under this scheme.

Investment Details

You can invest a minimum of Rs 5000 and a
maximum of Rs 4,99,99,999.99 AZ(less than Rs
5 crores) in the Senior Citizen Care FD for a
tenure ranging from 5 years and 1 day to 10
years.

Interest Payout

Interest is payable quarterly or monthly on deposits
below Rs 5 crores with a minimum tenure of five
years and one day. It's important to note that this
scheme is applicable only for fixed deposits, not

recurring deposits.

TCS Q4 net profit beats estimates, rises 9%

responsibilities across its senior
leadership team. Considering the present
market uncertainty, Krithivasan also said
that it would be difficult to call when
growth will return. But he added that
FY25 is expected to be a better year than
FY24. For the first time in 19 years, TCS’

employee headcount has declined by

13,249 employees in FY24 compared to
the previous fiscal. Its IT Services
Attrition rate stood at 12.5%

The company also announced a final
dividend of Rs 28 per share. Also, the
management said there are numerous
significant opportunities await in India.

While the BFSI sector and the consumer

business saw a slight decline, the
manufacturing segment surged by 9.7%.

TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES
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N Ganapathy Subramaniam
also added that our products
and platforms business
sparkled with the mega deal
win at Aviva and emerging
markets had another stellar
growth quarter demonstrating
the power of TCS’ diversified
portfolio.

Employees to receive 4.5%-7%
average salary hike

TCS on Friday announced the
annual increments to its
employees. Top performers will receive
double digit hikes. Milind Lakkad, chief
HR officer, said everyone will receive
wage hikes starting April and the range
would be between 4.5% to 7%.

He added, “The reduced attrition at 12.5%,
enthusiastic response to our campus
hiring, increased customer visits and
employees returning to the office have
resulted in great vibrancy in our delivery
centres and elevated morale of our
associates.”TCS is one among the first
companies to visit campus and like every
year, it will recruit 40,000 freshers in
FY25. The IT company has announced
its annual TCS national qualifier test
(NQT) and Lakkad said all freshers will
be onboarded
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Meet Gopi Thotakura, Indian pilot set to fly to space as a tourist

The weather department said people would be able to see up to only 400 metres until 8:30 am on Friday due to foqqy
weather. The visibility levels may thereafter improve to 1,500 metres by 10:30 am.

Gopi Thotakura is
set to hecome the
first Indian to
venture into space
as a tourist as part
of Blue Origin's
New Shephard-25
(NS-25) mission.

]
New Delhi. Pilot Gopichand Thotakura is set
to become the first Indian to travel into
space as a tourist. He will travel to space as
part of the crew for Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos' space company Blue Origin's New
Shephard-25 (NS-25) mission. The flight
date will be announced soon. Wing
Commander Rakesh Sharma, a former

Indian Air Force pilot, was the first Indian
to travel into space in 1984.

Describing Thotakura, Blue Origins wrote,
"Gopi is a pilot and aviator who learned
how to fly before he could drive. Gopi
pilots bush, aerobatic, and seaplanes, as
well as gliders and hot air balloons, and has
served as an international medical jet pilot.
A lifelong traveler, his most recent
adventure took him to the summit of Mt.
Kilimanjaro."On being selected for the
space mission, Gopi Thotakura said,
"...Blue Origin's tagline is 'for the benefit of
earth'and that is what is important to notice
here to protect mother earth, they're
secking life and adventure outside the
planet...all the efforts that are put in, is to
explore the space beyond. That's how we
can protect mother earth and this is my
interpretation of Blue's mission."He
further talked about space tourism and how
it can open avenues and make it affordable
and accessible for civilians."I can't express
my feelings right now because it is
something that is not in the urban
dictionary. It is something I take with me. I
always tell people that right from when you
are born till the time you leave, you wake

Ram temple wasn't and will

never bhe election issue: PM

Modi

New Delhi. In a scathing attack on the INDIA
opposition bloc for claiming that the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya is a "poll plank" for the BJP, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said it is a matter
of faith for the people of the country. He compared
the mindset of the Congress and its allies with that of
the Mughals, who he said used to derive pleasure
from vandalising temples, and accused them of
teasing the majority community by displaying
videos of consuming meat during the month of
Sawan to consolidate their vote banks. "You must
have seen how the Congress hates the Ram temple.
The Congress and its entire ecosystem start

screaming

if there is

even a

reference to

the temple.

They say

the Ram

temple is an

election

issue for the
BJP. It was never an election issue and will never be
an election issue," the Prime Minister said at a mega
public rally in Jammu and Kashmir. Amid tight
security arrangements, Modi hit the campaign trail
in Udhampur for Union minister Jitendra Singh,
who is seeking re-election for a third consecutive
time from the Udhampur seat in the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls.

Modi pointed out that the Ram temple movement
started when the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was
not even born. "It was an issue at a time when the
British were yet to come. It is a 500-year-old matter
when there was no thought of elections," he said.

2 Key Accused In
Rameshwaram Cafe Blast
Brought To Bengaluru After
Arrest In Bengal

New Delhi. The two key accused in Bengaluru's
Rameshwaram Cafe blast case, who were arrested in
West Bengal yesterday, will be produced in a
Bengaluru court today. Adbul Matheen Ahmed
Taahaa and Mussavir Hussain Shazib were brought to
Bengaluru late last evening after their arrest by the
National Investigation Agency (NIA). Shazeb and
Taha were traced to Kanthi, or Contai, a small city 180
km from Kolkata, after officials conducted searches at
18 locations across Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar
Pradesh. The accused, Adbul Matheen Ahmed Taahaa
and Mussavir Hussain Shazib, had been staying in a
lodge in Bengal, officials said.

A court in Kolkata had yesterday granted a 3-day transit
remand to the two men, allowing the NIA to take them
to Bengaluru."Taahaa was the mastermind behind the

, blast while
Shazib placed
t h e
Improvised
Explosive
Device (IED)
at the cafe,"
officials said.

The two men
were on the
run since the explosion rocked the popular Bengaluru
cafe on March 1, leaving 10 people injured."It was
Abdul Matheen who also worked on the escape plans
and managed to evade arrest all these weeks. The duo,
along with their co-accused Maaz Muneer Ahmed,
were also involved in terror cases earlier," the NIA
said.

The NIA took over the probe on March 3 and had
announced a reward of ? 10 lakh for information
leading to the arrest of each of the accused. The
Rameshwaram Cafe, which suffered extensive
damage after the blast, reopened eight days later, with
enhanced security measures including metal
detectors. "We have strengthened our security team
and are also trying to set up a separate panel of ex-
servicemen who will train security guards at all our
branches," co-founder Raghavendra Rao said.

'Open to ideas...:' India on Ukraine
peace summit in Switzerland

External affairs ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said India has been consistently

pressing for resolution of the Russia-Ukraine conflict through diplomacy and dialogue.

New Delhi. Two days after the Swiss
government announced plans to host
a high-level summit on Ukraine,
India on Friday said it remains open
to all ideas that could help achieve
early restoration of peace in that
country.

External affairs ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said India has been
consistently pressing for resolution
of the Russia-Ukraine conflict
through diplomacy and dialogue.

The Swiss government on Wednesday
said it will host an international
summit in June to help bring peace in
Ukraine after more than two years of
war. "We have consistently
maintained that we encourage a
negotiated settlement of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict through dialogue
and diplomacy," Jaiswal said when
asked about the announcement by
Switzerland."In this spirit, we have
also participated in several

A d

The conference is set to be held at

troops from Ukraine, and restoring
his country's territorial integrity.

Under the plan, he also called for
ensuring energy security, food
security, and nuclear safety.

India has been maintaining that the
conflict in Ukraine must be resolved
through dialogue and diplomacy.

In May last year, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi held in-person talks
with Zelenskyy on the sidelines of
the G7 summit in Hiroshima. In the
talks, the prime minister conveyed to
the Ukranian leader that India will do
whatever is possible to find a solution
to the conflict. Asked about reports of
slashing of Indian staffers at the
Canadian high commission in Delhi,
Jaiswal did not give a direct reply.

"It is an administrative matter, and you
must speak to the Canadian side on
what the reason is behind it. As we
understand, their visa processing is
normal," he said.

X

mechanisms under Ukraine's peace
formula including the Copenhagen
format," he said. "We remain open to
exploring all ideas that could help
achieve early restoration of peace,"
Jaiswal said.

Burgenstock resort near Luzern on
June 15-16.Ukranian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has put
forward a 10-point "peace plan" for
ending the conflict that included
punishing those responsible for war
crimes, withdrawing all Russian

Anti-terror agency seizes immovable properties
of Khalistani terrorist in Punjab

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Friday confiscated immovable properties belonging to Khalistani
terrorist Ramandeep Singh in Punjab's Ferozepur, according to an official statement.

New Delhi. The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday confiscated |
immovable properties belonging to
Khalistani terrorist Ramandeep Singh
in Punjab's Ferozepur, according to an
official statement.

On the directions of the NIA special
court, the anti-terror agency has
confiscated 31 kanals, 9 marlas and 4
sarsahi land belonging to the accused
in Jhok Nodh Singh village and Tibbi
Kalan of Ferozepur, it said.

Raman was declared a proclaimed
offender by the court on July 27,2023.

"Tightening its noose further in the pro-
Khalistan gangster-terrorist nexus
case, the NIA on Friday confiscated
immovable property belonging to

p——r

The properties were confiscated during

Liberation Force (KLF), Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI) and
International Sikh Youth Federation
(ISYF) etc., it said.

NIA investigations have revealed that
the operatives and members of these
terror outfits, along with organised
criminal gangs operating in various
parts of the country, were engaged in
smuggling terrorist hardware, such as
arms and ammunition, explosives, and
Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs)
etc., from across the border to spread
terror in India. "The NIA registered the
case suo moto on August 20, 2022, and
will continue its investigations to
ensure the eradication of such terrorist
activities and networks," it said.

designated individual terrorist
Ramandeep Singh alias Raman in
Punjab," the NIA said in its statement.

the investigation into a case relating to
terror activities of chiefs and members
of several proscribed terrorist
organisations, including Khalistan

up and want to see the sky, want to take a
breath, but I want to have this opportunity
to do the reverse, to go up there and see
down here.

Movies do a fantastic job but (to see) what
the naked eye can see, you have to do that
yourself. The whole excitement is about
looking back and seeing what's going on,
without being documented or without
someone else's eye," Thotakura said in an
interview with .

When asked about space tourism, he says
"The mission for Blue Origin or any other
company is to make it affordable. What the
affordable number is, we still don't know
but to make it affordable, it has to start
somewhere," he said, adding that Blue
Origin has tied up with NASA to open a
private International Space Station to grow
space tourism and get into that sector.

"I believe that space tourism is where the
future is," he added.

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos' space company
Blue Origin has announced the six-person
crew for its NS-25 mission, which includes
Mason Angel, Sylvain Chiron, Kenneth L
Hess, Carol Schaller, Gopi Thotakura, and
former Air Force Captain Ed Dwight.

Poll body eases voting for Kashmiri
migrants in Jammu, Udhampur

Kashmiri migrants from Jammu and
Udhampur districts of Jammu and Kashmir
would no longer be required to fill up 'Form M'
to vote in the Lok Sabha polls. The Election
Commission has ordered changes to the
existing voting scheme for the displaced
people, fulfilling a long-standing demand.
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New Delhi. Kashmiri migrants from Jammu and
Udhampur districts of Jammu and Kashmir would
no longer be required to fill up 'Form M' to vote in
the Lok Sabha polls as the Election Commission
has ordered changes to the existing voting scheme
for the displaced people, fulfilling a long-standing
demand.

Earlier, the filing of the form was mandatory for
displaced voters from the Valley ahead of every
parliamentary and Assembly election in Jammu
and Kashmir. According to the new arrangement
announced by the EC on Thursday, the Kashmiri
Migrant electors in various camps or zones in
Jammu and Udhampur will no longer need to fill
'Form M'. Instead, they shall be mapped with the
special polling stations falling in the zones they are
registered or residing in, the poll panel said.

In addition, the commission also eased the process of
filing Form M for the migrants staying in Delhi and
other places in the country, by allowing self-
attestation instead of the earlier required
certification by gazetted officers.

However, to avoid impersonation at the Special
Polling Stations, the voters will have to carry either
carry voter I card or any of the alternate documents
prescribed by the Commission for the
identification of electors.

"There is no change in the postal ballot facility and
the same continues to be notified earlier. They have
to fill out Form 12C to seek a postal ballot. Form
12C can be filled by any migrant, no matter where
he is residing — at Jammu, Udhampur or Delhi,
Mumbai, Noida," an official press release said.

The decision was taken by the commission after a
meeting on Friday chaired by CEC Rajiv Kumar
along with Election Commissioners Gyanesh
Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu.

Revanth Reddy warns millers against
buying paddy from farmers at low prices

Reviewing the paddy
procurement process in the state,
Revanth Reddy directed officials
to cancel the licences of the
millers and traders indulging in
unfair practices in purchasing

paddy.

Hyderabad. Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy warned of strict action
against those buying paddy from the
farmers at lower prices and also issued
orders to the officials to crack down on the
millers who cheated the farmers.

The Chief Minister ordered to cancel the
trade licences of the millers and traders
who buy paddy at low prices in the
agricultural market yards, and put them on
the blacklist. The Chief Minister reviewed
the paddy procurement and drinking
water supply with top officials on Friday.
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The Chief Minister said that it had come to
the notice of the government that
millers/traders were lowering prices due
to high moisture content in paddy. He
appealed to the farmers to dry paddy, to
ensure a good price for produce, before
bringing it to the agricultural market yards

-

directly from the farmyards.

rather than moving the commodity

Officials have been asked to make suitable
arrangements for drying the paddy and The Chief Minister also asked the officials
also install CCTVs in the market yards to
prevent paddy theft. The Chief Minister
directed district officials to inspect the

markets and paddy purchase centres under
their jurisdiction and ensure that
purchases are made smoothly without any
inconvenience to the farmers. The
officials were instructed to provide a
Minimum Support Price (MSP) for the
paddy and resolve the complaints, if any,
from the farmers instantly.

He also ordered state officials to monitor
paddy procurement on a daily basis,
conduct field visits in as many districts
and examine the paddy procurement at the
ground level.Arrangements should be
made to position tarpaulins in all market
yards as a precautionary measure to
protect food grains in the event of rain, the
Chief Minister said.Meanwhile, Revanth
Reddy also directed officials to take
precautionary measures to prevent
drinking water problems in all the towns
and villages of the state. He warned that
the next two months will be more crucial
in view of the scorching heat.

to consult the Karnataka government for
the release of water from Narayanpur
reservoir for drinking water needs.
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Ex-US diplomat who spied for Cuba
for decades gets 15 years in prison

Washington. A former US diplomat was sentenced to 15
years in prison on Friday after admitting to acting as an
agent of Cuba in what the Justice Department has called
one of the highest-reaching and longest-lasting
infiltrations of the US government.Victor Manuel
Rocha, who served as US ambassador to Bolivia from
2000 to 2002, pleaded guilty to two charges including
acting as an illegal foreign agent. He was initially
charged in December.Rocha, 73, secretly supported
Cuba’s ruling Communist Party and aided the country’s
intelligence gathering against Washington for more
than four decades, including during a 20-year career in
the State Department, according to US
prosecutors.Today's plea brings an end to more than
four decades of betrayal and deceit by Mr. Rocha,"
David Newman, a senior national security official at the
US Justice Department said during a press conference
in Miami. "For most of his life, Mr. Rocha lived a
lie."Rocha admitted his decades of work for Cuba and
boasted about his ability to avoid detection in a series of
meetings in 2022 and 2023 with an undercover FBI
agent who posed as a representative of Cuba’s foreign
intelligence service, according to a criminal complaint
filed in Miami federal court.“What we have
donea€zit’s enormous. More than a grand slam,”
Rocha told the undercover agent, according to the
complaint.A lawyer for Rocha did not respond to
requests for comment. Rocha agreed to plead guilty as
part of a deal with federal prosecutors that requires him
to divulge details of his interactions with Cuban
intelligence.Rocha sought out positions that would
give him access to sensitive information and influence
over US foreign policy, according to
prosecutors.Rocha worked for the State Department
from 1981 to 2002, including as a member of the White
House’s National Security Council from 1994 to 1995,
according to court documents.
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China aiding Russia's biggest defence
expansion since Soviet era: US

Washington. China is helping Russia
undertake its biggest military expansion
since Soviet times, US officials said on
Friday, stepping up public pressure as
concerns rise over Ukraine.US officials
are hoping the release of the intelligence
will encourage European allies to press
China, as German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz heads to Beijing this weekend and
Group of Seven, or G7, foreign ministers
meet next week in Italy.Unveiling US
findings, officials said China was helping
Russia in a range of areas including the
joint production of drones, space-based
capabilities and machine-tool exports
vital for producing ballistic
missiles.China has been the key factor in
revitalising Russia's defence industrial
base "which had otherwise suffered
significant setbacks" since Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, a senior US official
told reporters on condition of anonymity.

"Russia is undertaking its most ambitious
defence expansion since the Soviet era
and on a faster timeline than we believed
possible early on in this conflict," the

Judge rips Trump's bid to delay hush
money frial over publicity: 'Untenable’

official said."Our view is that one of
the most game-changing moves
available to us at this time to support
Ukraine is to persuade the PRC to
stop helping Russia reconstitute its
military industrial base," the official |
said, referring to the People's |
Republic of China."Russia would |
struggle to sustain its war effort
without PRC input," he said.US
officials said that China provided
more than 70 per cent of the USD
900 million in machine tools -- likely
used to build ballistic missiles --
imported in the last quarter of 2023 by
Russia.US officials also said that 90 per
cent of Russia's microelectronics imports
-- used to produce missiles, tanks and
aircraft -- came from China last year.

China Walks Fine Line

The US has repeatedly warned China
against supporting Russia and both
Chinese and US officials say Beijing has
stopped short of directly providing
weapons to Russia, which has turned to
heavily sanctioned North Korea and Iran

to replenish its arms supply.

US officials believe that China, anxious
after its Russian allies' early setbacks on
the battlefield, has instead focused on Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell

sending material that ostensibly has non-
military uses.President Joe Biden's
administration is hoping that European
powers can make a difference in
persuading China, which is facing
economic headwinds and is sensitive
about trade pressure.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken is
expected to make the case on China's ties

with Russia as he meets top
diplomats of other industrial
democracies at the G7 talks in
Capri, Italy.Blinken is also
planning a visit in the coming
weeks to China, on the heels of a
trip by Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen.

The administration hopes that such
dialogue, including a recent
telephone call between Biden
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping, can help contain
tensions between the world's two

largest economies, but US officials have

stressed they will still press on concerns.

said this week that Europe's stability was
the top interest historically of the US and
that it would hold China accountable if
Russia makes gains.Ukraine has suffered
its first battlefield setbacks in months as
its forces ration ammunition, with the US
failing to authorise new support due to a
deadlock in the Republican-led House of
Representatives.

4 Indian-origin men get
life in jail for killing Indian
delivery driver in UK

New York. The New York judge
overseeing Donald Trump's hush
money criminal case rejected the
former US president's bid to delay
Monday's scheduled trial on the
ground that substantial pre-trial
publicity would make the
proceedings unfair. Trump had
sought an indefinite delay,
saying media coverage was
prejudiced against him, and
finding an acceptable jury in
Manhattan would be tough
because the borough was
"overwhelmingly biased"
against him.But in a decision on
Friday, Justice Juan Merchan
said an indefinite adjournment
was "not tenable."Merchan also
said Trump himself generated
much of the publicity
surrounding his legal troubles,
including through "unrelenting media
posts" attacking people he blamed for
them.

"The situation the defendant finds
himself in now is not new to him and
(is) at least in part, of his own doing,"
Merchan wrote.Prosecutors argued the
publicity was not likely to drop, and it

Hunts."Earlier this week, three
individual state appeals court judges
rejected various arguments by Trump
for a trial delay, though a full panel will
eventually consider the issues.

Trump has pleaded not guilty to all
charges in four criminal
cases he faces.

The hush money case brought
by Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg
would be the first criminal
trial of a former US
president.Prosecutors say
Trump covered up $130,000
of payments that his former
lawyer and fixer Michael
Cohen made to porn star
Stormy Daniels shortly
before the 2016 election, to
ensure her silence about an

extramarital sexual encounter a decade

earlier. Trump has denied the encounter

happened, and pleaded not guilty to 34

felony counts of falsifying business

records.His lawyers have said the
payments were legitimate legal
expenses.The hush money case could
be Trump's only criminal trial before
November's election.

Historic Hindu temple demolished in
Pakistan for commercial complex: Report

Commissioner Landi Kotal,
Muhammad Irshad, who expressed
ignorance about the temple’s
demolition and said there was no
mention of the temple in the official
land record of Khyber tribal
district. The entire land in Landi Kotal
Bazaar was owned by the state," he
said.The official maintained that a 'no
objection certificate' had been issued
to the builder for the renovation and
repair of some old shops in Landi Kotal
Bazaar.The tehsil municipal
authorities have granted permission
for commercial buildings or shops at
all commercial and trade centres in
tribal districts.Tehsil Municipal
Officer (TMO) Shahbaz Khan said the
local government was authorised to
give the go-ahead signal for the
construction of all commercial
structures in the area only after their
maps or drawings were approved and.

would be "perverse" to reward Trump
with a delay based on media attention
he courted.They also said thorough
questioning of prospective jurors
would likely find enough who could
decide the case fairly.Trump is the

Four Indian-origin men in the UK were on Friday
sentenced to a total of 122 years of
imprisonment after they were found guilty in the
murder of a 23-year-old driver, who was also of
Indian heritage.In August last year, Aurman
Singh, the delivery driver, was killed when he
was brutally attacked with an axe, a golf club, a
wooden stave, a metal club, a hockey stick, a
shovel, a cricket bat and a knife in Shrewsbury,
western England. The West Mercia Police later
arrested the four men, BBC reported.The four
men, Arshdeep Singh and Jagdeep Singh from
Dudley, and Shivdeep Singh and Manjot Singh
from Smethwick, will all serve at least 28 years
in prison.A fifth man, Sukhmandeep Singh from
Peterborough, believed to be an "insider" who
sent information to the four men about Aurman
Singh's deliveries on the day he was killed, was
handed a 10-year prison term for
manslaughter.Earlier during the trial, the police
said no evidence came out that would explain the
motive behind such a brutal attack on Aurman
Singh."I am pleased that significant sentences

Cavalli dies at 83

Milan. Italian fashion designer Roberto Cavalli, known
for his animal-print designs loved by celebrities, has
died at the age of 83, his company said. Cavalli, who
founded his label in the early 1970s, had been ill for
some time.

He is survived by his six children and his partner, Sandra
Bergman Nilsson."The Roberto Cavalli company
shares condolences with Mr. Cavalli's family, his
legacy remains a constant source of inspiration,"
Sergio Azzolari, chief executive of Roberto Cavalli,
said in a post on Instagram.The designer died on Friday
at his home in Florence, Italian news agency ANSA
reported.Cavalli, who used bright colours and
patchwork effects in his often revealing creations, was
an extroverted art lover who wore tinted glasses and
smoked a cigar.He expanded into real estate and often
spent evenings in his popular "Just Cavalli Cafe", a
nightclub in central Milan.Giorgio Armani said he
always had "enormous respect" for Cavalli even
though his vision of fashion could not have been more
different."Roberto was a true artist, wild and wonderful
in his use of prints, capable of transforming fantasy into
seductive clothes," he posted on social media platform
X.A popular image of US model Cindy Crawford in
July 2000 shows her descending Rome's Spanish steps
in a Cavalli-designed long slip dress depicting a tiger's
face.

Australian Airline Redirects London
Flight To Avoid Iran Airspace Amid
Tensions

Sydney: Australian airline Qantas said on Saturday it
would redirect its long-haul flights between Perth and
London to avoid Iran's airspace amid soaring Middle
East tensions. Qantas spokesperson told AFP the airline
would temporarily adjust the flight paths due to "the
situation in parts of the Middle East".

"We'll reach out to customers directly if there's any
change to their booking," the spokesperson said.

The Perth-London flight, which is usually a non-stop 17-
and-a-half hour journey, will now stop in Singapore to

Republican presidential candidate in
an expected November 5 election
rematch against Democratic
incumbent Joe Biden, who beat him in
2020.Steven Cheung, a spokesman for
Trump's campaign, said in an email:
"President Trump and his legal team
will continue fighting against this
Biden Trial and all the other Witch

Peshawar, A historical Hindu temple
near the Pakistan-Afghanistan border
has been demolished and construction
for a commercial complex has started
at the site in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province that was closed since 1947
when the original occupants migrated
to India.The 'Khyber Temple' was
situated in the border town of Landi
Kotal Bazaar in the Khyber district but
had been vanishing brick by brick over
the years. The construction at the site
started about 10-15 days ago.Claiming
that there was a historical temple in the
main Landi Kotal Bazaar, leading
tribal journalist Ibrahim Shinwari,
hailing from Landi Kotal, said,

"The temple was located in the centre of
the Landi Kotal Bazaar, which was
closed in 1947 after the local Hindu
families migrated to India. It was
partially damaged by some clerics and
seminarians in 1992 following the

demolition of the Babri Masjid at
Ayodhya in India."Recalling that as a
child, he said he heard many stories
about the temple from his forefathers.
The journalist said, "There is no doubt
in it that there was a temple named
'Khyber Temple' in Landi
Kotal."Haroon Sarabdiyal of the
Pakistan Hindu Mandir Management
Committee insisted it was the
responsibility of the district
administration and relevant
government departments to ensure the
protection and rehabilitation of
historical buildings of religious
importance to non-Muslims."The
archaeology and museums
department, police, culture
department, and local government
were bound by the 2016 antiquity law
to protect such sites, including places
of worship," he said.The Dawn
newspaper quoted Assistant

have been handed to these men for the brutal
murder of Aurman Singh. These five men are
dangerous individuals who will now serve a
considerable sentence in prison where they
cannot cause further harm to the wider public,"
said Detective Chief Inspector (DCI) Mark
Bellamy of West Mercia Police, who led the
murder investigation."Aurman’s family have
understandably been left shattered when he was
tragically killed in a planned and brutal attack in
Shrewsbury, and my thoughts and condolences
remain with them," he said.

"Today’s sentence should send a strong message to
those who think they can come into our towns
and cities to commit violent crime that we will
not stop in our efforts to find them and put them
before the courts," he added.Kristina
Montgomery KC, a judge at Stafford Crown
Court, called the attack "a horrifying brutality"
and "a very public execution", while adding that
Aurman Singh was left to die at the side of the
road, BBC reported.

Indian-American woman thre_atens to kil
US mayor over Gaza ceasefire, arrested

what you said at the end. And so the
officers are going to escort you out and
take care of that," she said.Bakersfield
Police Sergeant Eric Celedon said that
Patel was taken into custody and faces
16 felony counts, Fox News
reported.Of the 16 felony counts, eight
counts were related to threatening with
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refuel, allowing it to carry a full load of passengers on
an alternate route. The return service -- London to Perth
-- will continue to fly non-stop on a readjusted path due
to prevailing winds.

All other flights are not affected.

Qantas joins other airlines including Lufthansa and its
subsidiary Austrian Airlines in redirecting flights to
avoid Iranian airspace.The move comes after Iran
blamed arch-foe Israel for a strike in Syria this month
that killed two Iranian generals, and threatened
reprisals.Israel has stepped up strikes against Iran-
linked targets in Syria since the war in the Gaza Strip
began in October.

"Great Positive Progress” Made On

members for not backing the resolution.
A video of her remarks has gone viral on
social media."You guys are all horrible
human beings and Jesus probably would
have killed you himself. And none of you
care because you guys don't care about
anything happening in Palestine or any
other country where oppression occurs

An Indian-American woman
threatened to "kill" Bakersfield
mayor and city council members
during a hearing on the passing of a
resolution to stop the Israeli

Resolving Border Row With India:
China

Beijing.China and India have made "positive progress" to
resolve the border standoff, with both sides maintaining
close communication through diplomatic and military
channels, a senior foreign ministry official said here on
Friday.The foreign ministry spokesperson Mao Ning's
remarks were a further elaboration of China's reaction to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent statement in
which he said that ties with Beijing are important for
New Delhi and the "prolonged situation" at the borders
should be addressed urgently.In an interview with
Newsweek magazine, Prime Minister Modi expressed
hope that through positive and constructive bilateral
engagement at the diplomatic and military levels, the
two countries will be able to restore and sustain peace
and tranquillity at their borders.

offensive in Gaza. She was arrested
after her speech and charged with 16

felony counts.

World An Indian-American anti-Israel
protester was arrested and charged after
she threatened to "kill" a mayor and city
council members during a local council
hearing in California's Bakersfield.
Riddhi Patel (28), expressed her
frustration at the council members for not
backing a ceasefire resolution against
Israel in Gaza and for tight security
measures outside government buildings
due to the anti-Israel protests in the
US.Patel, who faces 16 felony counts,
also cited Mahatma Gandhi during her
speech and said that "Jesus Christ would
have probably" killed all council

and where oppression occurs. "You guys
don't care about the oppression
happening here," she said.She also lashed
out at the enhanced security measures at
government buildings across the US
following police crackdown on anti-
Israel protests."...You guys, those who
votes to win in Bakersfield, parade
Gandhi around and a Hindu holiday
called Chaitra Navaratri that starts off
this week. I remind you that these
holidays that we practice, that other
people in the global south practice,
believe in violent revolution against their
oppressors," she said."Patel added, "And
I hope one day, somebody brings the
guillotine and kills all of you
mFFEFERAEEE "Continuing her rant,
Patel said those who were elected to
office "would backstab you" and "leave
you to die". She claimed that anti-Israel

protesters were being "criminalised with
metal detectors”, and said, "We'll see you
at your house, we’ll murder you,"
directing her threats at Bakersfield Mayor
Karen Goh and the city council members.

"In the last five years I’ve attended city
council meetings there’s never been metal
detectors, there’s never been more cops.
The only reason you’re doing it is because
people actually don’t care if you guys
don’t like them and they’re actually
resisting so you want to criminalise
them," she further said.

As Patel walked away from the podium

after her remarks, Goh gestured to the
police officers present inside the hall and
called out the Indian-American woman
for her threats.Ms Patel, that was a threat,

intent to terrorise and eight counts of

threatening the mayor and city council

members.Anti-Israel protesters who
were there with Patel distanced
themselves from the remarks she made,
calling it "shocking"."The comments of
Riddhi Patel were shocking. They in no
way represent those of us who continue to
come to city council to demand a
ceasefire and an end to the genocide (in
Gaza). I ask that this does not distract
anyone from our mission to end the
genocide. Ceasefire now," said Jenny
Huh, a protester.Hindu American
Foundation, a Washington DC-based
non-profit advocacy group, denounced
the threatening remarks made by Patel.

"We are outraged that this person invokes

Gandhi and Chaitra Navaratri while
threatening to murder Bakersfield
leaders.
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MS Dhoni and CSK fan craze takes
over Mumbai ahead of MI clash

The MS Dhoni and CSK fan craze has
taken over the city of Mumbai ahead of
the much-anticipated clash against MI in
the IPL 2024 on April 14. Dhoni has once
again been grabbing the limelight during
the course of the season, as even
opposition fans have chanted his name
and cheered for the legendary
wicketkeeper during the matches so far.
CSK reached the city of one of their main
rivals in the IPL and the craze for Dhoni
and the side completely took over.

CSK posted a video on their official X
account showing the travel of the team
bus in the city of Mumbai. Fans were
seen chasing the bus with their mobile
cameras on, in a bid to get the glimpse of
their favourtite stars and Dhoni. The bus
found it a bit difficult to make it to the
ground as the fans had surrounded it in a
bid to cheer the players on ahead of their
practice sessions. CSK went on to call
Wankhede, "Wankheden' and revealed
they were overwhelmed by the support
they got.

"The WankheDEN Vibes!

New Delhi.

Overwhelmed!" said CSK on X.

How every IPL 2024 is a home match for
CSK?

Ajinkya Rahane had recently explained
how every game feels like a home match
for CSK and claimed Dhoni to be the
main reason behind it. The India batter
also revealed how they have been able to
learn from Dhoni as well during the
course of the season.

"In a different perspective, when we are
travelling everywhere just because of
one man, we are playing a home match
just because of Mahi Bhai (MS Dhoni).
That's a wonderful feeling, obviously.
When we are playing with him, so many
things you can learn as a cricketer, as a
human being, how he conducts himself...
Mumbai guys, Maharashtra guys
playing in CSK, the atmosphere which
we have in the dressing room within the
group is fantastic," Rahane said.

India lose yet again to
Australia, this time 1-3
in 4th hockey Test

PERTH. India continued their dismal show in
the crucial tour Down Under, losing 1-3
against Australia to suffer their fourth
consecutive defeat in the five-match men's
hockey Test series, here on Friday.

Contrary to the final result, it was a much-
improved performance from the Indians but
the Kookaburras were simply too strong.

All the four goals in the match, which started
40 minutes late due to lightning, came from
penalty corners.India took the lead in the
12th minute through skipper Harmanpreet
Singh but Jeremy Hayward's (19th, 47th)
brace and Jack Welch (54th) strike handed
Australia yet another win in the series.

India were decimated 1-5 in the opening Test,
while they lost the second and third Tests 2-4
and 1-2 respectively.It was an entertaining
first quarter with both the teams matching
each other.India had the first shy at the goal
in the opening minute through Mandeep
Singh, whose hit from the top of the circle off
skipper Harmanpreet's Singh's pass from the
deep was saved by an alert Australian keeper.

The Kookaburras were not to be left behind as
they secured back-to-back penalty corners in
the second minute but veteran India
goalkeeper PR Sreejesh was superb under
the bar, making twin saves to deny their
opponents.Unlike the previous three games
where they relied more on aerial long passes
to penetrate the Australian defence, the
Indians used the midfield smartly, building
their attacks with fine ball transfer.

It worked well as India secured their first
penalty corner in the 10th minute but Jugraj
Singh failed to convert the chance.

A minute later, Australia earned their third
penalty corner, followed by another but the
Indians defended stoutly.India took the lead
in the 12th minute when Harmanpreet
converted their second penalty corner with a
low and hard flick to the left of the
goalkeeper.Down a goal, the Kookaburras
put relentless pressure on the Indians and
drew level in the 19th minute when Hayward
converted their fifth penalty corner with a
powerful flick.Soon, Rajkumar Pal's reverse
hit from the top of the circle hit the post for
India.Minutes later, Australia secured their
sixth penalty corner but reserve goalkeeper
Suraj Karkera made a brilliant save to keep
his side in the contest. There was nothing to
separate the two teams in the first halfas both
matched each other stick for stick.

Always want a player like Pant in your team:
Kuldeep reacts to DC sklpper s IPL return

wKuldeep Yadav has
claimed that any team in
the world would love to

have a player like Rishabh

Pant in their side,
irrespective of the
format. Pant has made a
fine return to the field

and has impressed with
the bat in IPL 2024.

DC's Kuldeep Yadav has
commented on Rishabh Pant's return to the
IPL and said that the wicketkeeper is
someone any team would like to have in
their lineup irrespective of the format. Pant
has been impressive with the bat since
making his return to the field as he has

caught up with the rest after a slow start. The
DC skipper played a vital knock of 41 from
24 deliveries to help his side to the win
against LSG.Speaking after their second win
of the season, Kuldeep said that he was
happy to see the progress Pant had made in
the last one year and he has enjoyed

watching him play. Kuldeep feels that Pant
was able to overcome the early nervousness
at the beginning of the campaign and it was a
bonus for DC to have his knocks.

"I'am very happy with him. I have been seeing
his progress for the last one year. The way he
is batting right now, in his own style, I am

Kuldeep's dream ball to Pooran: DC coach
explains delivery's impact in LSG win

New Delhi. DC's assistant coach
Pravin Amre explained how
Kuldeep Yadav's 'dream ball' to
Nicholas Pooran played a major
role in their win over LSG in
Lucknow on Aril 12. Kuldeep,
who was making his return to the
Delhi lineup after missing the last
three games, delivered an absolute
beauty that beat Pooran all ends up
on the very first delivery he faced
and left his stumps shattered.
Kuldeep would end up bagging
the Player Of The Match award for
his performance against
LSG.Speaking at the press conference after
the win on Friday, Amre said that the 'dream
ball' to Pooran helped them restrict LSG to
160. While Ayush Badoni did hit a fine fifty,
Amre feels that the wicket of Pooran ensured
that Lucknow didn't get to a score between
160-190."We have to take Kuldeep's name
as he was the Player Of The Match. The
dream ball that he delivered to Pooran. We

all know Pooran is a match-winning batter.
That wicket helped us restrict LSG to 160.
Yes, Ayush Badoni hit a fine fifty, but the
impact of the score being 160-190 was
reduced by that wicket and we were able to
control the game," said Amre.The DC
assistant coach also said that Kuldeep was
eager to play the match in Lucknow as it was
his home ground and Amre revealed that the

spinner was constantly asking about
when the match would happen."For
any player, performing on their home
ground is great. There's a lot of
emotions connected with it. He hadn't
played the last three matches and he
was eagerly looking out and asking
'when are we heading to Lucknow?"
said Amre.

Kuldeep was the missing piece in our
winning combo: AmreThe DC
assistant coach commented on
Kuldeep's injury and said that it was a
grade | groin injury and they kept him
out as they didn't want to aggravate it.

Amre felt that Kuldeep was the missing

piece in their winning combination."It was a

grade 1 groin injury. So we didn't want to

aggravate it. He is a very important player,
so yes, he was the missing piece in our
winning combination," said Amre.This was

DC's second win of the season and they will

look to continue the momentum against GT

in Ahmedabad on April 17.

'Priceless’ Kuldeep Yadav proving worth
of wrist-spinners in T20: Eoin Morgan

After skipping IPL 2024,
England batter Harry Brook
made a comeback to the
cricket field and smashed a
brilliant hundred for Yorkshire
in the Second Division County
Championship.

New Delhi. DC spinner Kuldeep Yadav gave a
match-winning performance on his return
from injury. Playing against LSG at the
Ekana Stadium in Lucknow, Kuldeep
picked up 3 wickets for just 20 runs from his
4 overs to derail the LSG batting order, who
had been fantastic in their last three games.
Kuldeep dismissed KL Rahul, Nicholas
Pooran and Marcus Stoinis to hand a mega
blow to LSG outside of the powerplay,
setting up DC's second win of the Indian
Premier League season.Kuldeep had not
played the last three games for DC due to a

groin injury. In his absence, DC bowling
unit had looked clueless, but that was not the
case on Friday. Kuldeep's spell helped DC
restrict LSG to just 167/7 in their 20 overs,
which the team later chased down with ease.
Speaking about the spinner's brilliance, Eoin
Morgan said that Kuldeep was the point of
difference between the two sides.

Morgan, who was in the Jio Cinema panel
alongside Robin Uthappa, said after the
game that, Kuldeep once again proved the
worth of wrist-spinners in the middle-overs
of the game.

Kuldeep was the difference between DC and

LSG: Morgan
"Kuldeep Yadav was the difference
between DC and LSG. The
wickets that he took, KL Rahul,
Nicholas Pooran, two big players
for LSG and that's exactly what
you want. The impact that he has
made after coming back from
injury is absolutely priceless. In
many ways, DC can put their win
down to him tonight. So brilliant
performance again reiterating
the role of a wrist-spinner in the
middle phases of the game,"
Eoin Morgan said on Jio Cinema after the
conclusion of the match.In the second
innings of the match, DC captain Rishabh
Pant came clutch and played some
aggressive shots alongside Jake Fraser-
McGurk, who made his IPL debut on Friday.
Robin Uthappa lauded Pant for his batting
and hailed the batter for his quick turnaround
in fitness.

"I have been delighted by what I have seen

from Rishabh Pant. He has been so good,
with the bat, while keeping, just his fitness
has been great as well," Robin Uthappa said
while speaking on the same panel.
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having fun watching it. At first he was
a bit nervous, but he has overcome it
and played some fine knocks, which is
a bonus to our side, because you
always want a player like him in your
team, irrespective of the format," said
Kuldeep.

Kuldeep on that magic delivery to
Pooran

Kuldeep was also one of the main
reasons why DC ended up winning the
game in Lucknow, as his three-wicket
haul broke the back of the LSG batting
order. The best of the lot was his
wicket of Nicholas Pooran, which
even DC asssistant coach Pravin Amre
said was the difference-maker on the
night.

Kuldeep commented on the delivery and
said he had made the plan to bowl it
and had set the field accordingly as
well.

"It was very good ball. A proper googly.
It fell on a good length and area. And
the ball spun a bit. My plan was to

bowl that delivery and I had set the field

accordingly as well. And luckily it paid off.

When you get such a wicket off a good

delivery, then you celebrate it. It was a good

delivery and celebration was warranted,"
said Kuldeep.

My vision started dropping:
Virat Kohli recalls spicy battle
with Mitchell Johnson

India's batting superstar Virat Kohli recalled his

sensational battle with former Australia fast
bowler Mitchell Johnson during a
promotional event on the sidelines of IPL
2024. Kohli and Johnson were the heroes of
India's tour of Australia in 2014 as the two
fiery cricketers lit up the 4-Test series. The
Ind1a batting star, who took over as captain of
the Test team for the first time in that tour,
recalled how he was startled by Mitchell
Johnson's intensity and how he was roughed
up by a bouncer from the left-arm pacer in the
first of the 4 Tests in Adelaide. Virat Kohli said
vision in his left eye was dropping after he was
hit on the helmet in India's first innings in the
first Test at the Adelaide Oval. Kohli recalled
how he was trying to shake off the impact of
the bouncer during a lunch session and how he
turned it around after telling himself that he
wanted revenge. Virat Kohli, who was starting
to become the star that he is today, was greeted
by a nasty bouncer from Mitchell Johnson just
before the Lunch break. In the 31st over of the

Indian innings, Kohli tried to duck a bouncer,
but he was not able to sway away from the line
of'the ball, getting a nasty hit on his helmet.

During the first match of the tour, the very first

ball of Johnson hit me on the head. Back then
at first, it was complete disbelief," Kohli said

during a promotional event for the sportswear
brand PUMA.

For 2 months, I had been visualising that I'd play

like this and that, but there was a complete
change of plans after that blow. It was a heavy
blow and my vision started dropping as my
left eye started swelling, but I did not notice 1t
back then," Kohli added.Kohli recalled how
he brought out the fighter's mentality during
the Lunch break and went after Johnson, who
was at the peak of his prowess after having
rattled England in the Ashes earlier in the year.

Johnson took 37 wickets in 5 Tests in the Ashes

in 2023-24, firming up his reputation as one of
the most feared fast bowlers in the modern era.
On the other hand, Virat Kohli had headed to
Australia after experiencing one of the biggest
lows of his career in a Test series in England
earlier that year. Kohli had managed only 134
runs in 5 Tests at an average of 13." And what
happened at lunch was that, these are the
things I feel thankful for, there were basically
two options, fight or flight.

LSG vs DC: Training with Justin Langer in
Australia helped my game, says Ayush Badoni

wIPL 2024, LSG vs DC: Young lower-
order hatter Ayush Badoni conceded
that the start of his season was not
great and thanked captain KL Rahul
and coach Justin Langer for backing
him. Badoni hit a fighting fifty in a
losing cause on Friday in Lucknow.

New Delhi 24-year-old Ayush Badoni thanked
the backing from captain KL Rahul and head
coach Justin Langer for helping his
confidence in the Lucknow camp. Badoni
hit 55 off just 35 balls in a sensational
rearguard action to help LSG post 167 after
they were reduced to 94 for 7 against Delhi
in an IPL 2024 match at the Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Stadium in Lucknow. Badoni
showcased incredible temperament as he
stepped up and delivered with the bat after
big guns like KL Rahul, Nicholas Pooran

and Marcus Stoinis fell cheaply, unable to
handle an in-form Kuldeep Yadav.Ayush
Badoni's knock went in vain as LSG were
unable to defend a 160-plus target for the
first time in their IPL history as Jake
Fraser-McGurk and Rishabh Pant helped
Delhi make light work of the target.
However, Ayush Badoni returning to form
is a big plus for the Super Giants as the
Delhi batter got his first fifty-plus score of
the season. Badoni and lower-order batter
Arshad Khan added 73 runs for the 8th
wicket in a fine comeback effort.Speaking
to the press after his fifty on Friday, Ayush
Badoni revealed he had been to Australia
to train under Justin Langer in a camp
organised by Lucknow in September
2023.

"I also share a good bond with Justin Langer.
also went to Australia last year, where Justin
taught me many things and helped me
improve my game," Badoni said.

"I went to Australia in September where we
had training with Justin Langer sponsored

by Lucknow Super Giants. [ was with Justin
for about one week to 10 days there. He
helped me enhance by batting. That helped
me a great deal," he added.

KL RAHUL ALWAYS BACKS ME:
BADONI

Badoni recalled how KL Rahul has been

motivating him from the
start of the IPL 2024 season.
The 24-year-old headed
into the season after having
had a good Ranji Trophy
season in which he scored
333 runs in 6 matches
including a hundred and a
fifty However, Badoni did
not translate that form into
big runs in the first four
matches for LSG in IPL
2024, scoring 29 runs,
including three single-digit
scores.

"I have many conversations
with KL Rahul. He always
backs me. He tells me that

"You are the best player and you can finish
games well," Badoni said."The start of the
season wasn’t good for me, but [ was doing
well in the nets. I was confident. I am
thankful to KL Rahul and Justin Langer who
continued to back me," he added.
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Sharma

Keeps It Stylish In Blush
Pink Chikankari Kurta
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millions of hearts with her exceptional acting abilities. Apart from this, she is also known for het
outstanding fashion choices. She constantly manages to steal the spotlight whenever she steps
out for an event or shares stills from her photoshoots on social media. Ketika Sharma recently shared
a few images of herself and wished her fans a happy Ugadi. In the latest photos, Ketika slayed in a
pink and white chikankari kurta set. She teamed it with matching leggings. She chose minimal
makeup including perfectly-drawn eyebrows, brown eyeshadow, mascara-laden eyes, and a
nude lip shade. She left her wavy hair open and rounded off her look with a pair of statement
earrings, which perfectly suited her outfit.Sharing the stunning photos, sghe wrote, “Ugadi
subhakankshalu and happy Navratri to everyone. Offering prayers on this auspicious
occasion for a year filled with joy, love, compassion, kindness, and harmony for all of
us.”The pictures went viral in no time. Many fans showered compliments in the
comment section. One of the users commented, “Happy Ugadi to you and your
family.” Another one added, “Nice.” Many dropped red heart emojis.Ketika, who
is quite active on social media, shared a couple of glamorous pictures from her
photoshoot session earlier. She looked drop-dead gorgeous in a red outfit.Ketika
was seen enjoying some alone time in a swing at a scenic location in Goa, amidst
the green nature. She paired her red dress with white sneakers. She chose for a
total makeup-free look and kept her hair open, giving it a slightly bold look. She |
added a heart and butterfly emoticon in the caption. E
Ketika Sharma was last seen in the Telugu-language supernatural fantasy
comedy film Bro, theatrically released in 2023. The movie is directed by : w :
Samuthirakani and features Sai Dharam Tej and Pawan Kalyan as the main R AL i
leads, along with Ketika Sharma, Rohini, Priya Prakash Varrier, in the A . 1 :
supporting roles. The project is backed jointly by People Media Factory and Zee ¢ Hg g
v

ﬁ ctress Ketika Sharma needs no introduction. She works primarily in Telugu films and has wo

Studios. Itis aremake of the director’s own 2021 Tamil film, Vinodhaya Sitham.

 Malaika Arora

Flaunts Ample Cleavage As She
Steps Out In Town

Malaika Arora is the epitome of fashion and fitness. The stunning model and dancer is

known to exude glamour with her immaculate sense of style. She was recently
photographed in around Mumbai oozing effortless charm and hotness in a white dress,
showing off her curves. A paparazzi account posted a video of Malaika today and it went viral in
no time. The actress looked glamorous in a white dress. She completed her look with a black bag
and bold red lipstick. She also opted to wear a statement necklace. Malaika Arora also
accessorised her look with a pair of statement black sunglasses. She looked radiant as she smiled
at the paps while they took her photos.
Earlier this month, the actress
made headlines when she
recreated her iconic
Munni Badnam song at
an event recently and the
internet cannot handle
how gorgeous she
looked. Malaika
recently took the stage |
at an event with singer
Shibani Kashyap.
Shibani sang the iconic
song from Salman
Khan’s Dabangg and
Malaika recreated her
catchy hook
steps.Malaika looked
gorgeous in a white, fitted gown.
She paired the outfit with
statement earrings and tied her hair in a neat bun. The video was shared by a pap account on Instagram
today and it went viral in no time. Malaika made a cameo appearance in Salman Khan’s Dabangg as a
dancer. The film was made by her ex-husband Arbaaz Khan.Malaika Arora is one of the biggest names
in the entertainment world today. She is known for her killer dance moves and her impeccable style. The
Bollywood star has us in awe of her appearance—from her gorgeous complexion and thick hair to her
envied abs and toned body.

'Laksman’ Tusshar Kapoor
And Shreyas Talpade's
Golmuul Reunlon Is Pure Joy

reception party for his daughter Aishwarya

and son-in-law Sahil. The ceremony was
indeed a star-studded reception, drawing
celebrities from the film industry and television.
While Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan
made a stunning entry at the reception party, the
event also saw a few epic reunions including
Golmaal stars Shreyas Talpade and Tusshar
Kapoor. In a video going viral, the actors were
seen posing happily for the media as the paps
requested the two “Laksmans" to come together.

Shreyas and Tusshar shared a warm hug before
posing for pictures. While Shreyas Talpade was
the first one to enter the venue with his wife
Deepti, he was later joined by Tusshar Kapoor,
who gave him a warm hug.

Tusshar Kapoor was dressed in a black suit, while
Shreyas Talpade chose a purple kurta pyjama.
Videos and pictures of the duo are going viral on
social media, with fans loving their chemistry.In
the meantime, the reception party also saw old
co-stars Emraan Hashmi and Mallika
Sherawat’s heartwarming reunion at the venue.
The actors who reportedly had a fallout during
the shoot of their 2004 film, Murder, seem to
have buried the hatchet as they met each other
and also posed for pictures. Mallika looked
gorgeous in a pink outfit, while Emraan looked
dapper in his black suit.Many others including
Shah Rukh Khan, Manoj Bajpayee, Abhishek
Bachchan, Taapsee Pannu, Adah Sharma,
Suniel Shetty, Ayushmann Khurrana,
Rajkummar Rao and others also attended the
event.Shreyas Talpade And Tusshar Kapoor To
Reunite For Horror-ComedyHaving already
entertained audiences with their outstanding
comic timing in the Golmaal series Shreyas
Talpade and Tusshar Kapoor are all set to
reunite for Sangeeth Sivan’s upcoming horror-
comedy film, Kapkapiii.

Karan Johar Calls Akshay
Kumar-Tiger Shroff's Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan A 'Musthatch'

I \ilm producer Anand Pandit hosted a grand

kshay Kumar and Tiger Shroff starrer
action thriller film Bade Miyan Chote
Miyan opened to mixed responses from
the audience and the critics. Bollywood celebs
including director Siddharth Anand and
actress Genelia D’Souza recently heaped
praises on the film. Now, filmmaker Karan
Johar also joined in and showered appreciation
on the Akshay-Tiger starrer, calling it a “must
watch”.Jo shared a poster of the film Bade
Miyan Chote Miyan on his Instagram story and
captioned it, “A must watch festive bonanza!
With action on the highest and the hugest level.
The 2 miyas make for a rocking duo!!!
@akshaykumar @tigerjackieshroff.” Helmed
by Ali Abbas Zafar, the film also starred
Prthiviraj Sukumaran, Manushi Chillar,
Sonakshi Sinha and Alaya F in pivotal roles.
Produced by Vashu Bhagnani and Jackky
Bhagnani, Bade Miyan Chote Miyan has
minted Rs 36.33 crore worldwide on its
opening day. While announcing the film’s first
day collection, Jackky shared a post
captioning, “#BadeMiyanChoteMiyan
conquering your hearts and te box office in true
REAL ACTION style”.The film marked the
first on-screen collaboration of Akshay and
Tiger and faced a big Bollywood clash with
Ajay Devgn’s sports biopic, Maidaan. Talking
about their upcoming projects, Akshay will be
next seen in Sarfira. It is an official Hindi
remake of the National Award winning film
Soorarai Pottru, which starred South actor
Suriya in the lead role.Apart from this, the
Khiladi actor also has Sky Force, Khel Khel
Mein, Housefull 5, Singham Again and the
multi-starrer Welcome..To The Jungle in his
kitty. Tiger, on the other hand, will be next seen
in the fourth instalment of his hit franchise
Baaghi, and he will also be seen joining
director Rohit Shetty’s cop universe, Singham
Again.Talking about KJo, his last directorial
was Rocky aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani, which
starred Ranveer Singh, Alia Bhatt, Jaya
Bachchan, Dharmendra and Shabana Azmi in
the crucial roles. While the film received good
responses from the audience, the director is yet
to announce his upcoming project.
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