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India leveraging
Al technology to
make gains

ARTIFICIAL intelligence (Al) is proving to be
hugely beneficial to the Indian information
technology (IT) services sector. The sector is
developing tools and systems that it is passing on
to clients across the world to enable them to reap
the benefits of the rapidly emerging and maturing
technology. This is becoming a new and critical
line of product offerings that will enable the
sector to remain at the forefront of emerging
technology, grow fast and continue to be highly
profitable. Al simulates the cognitive processes of
the human brain, and generative Al (GenAl), on
being fed enormous amounts of data, produces
on-demand speech, text, images, audios and
videos. These are critical for the country, as its
technology sector earned substantial revenue of
$254 billion in 2023-24, up 3.8 per cent from the
previous year. Out of this, exports accounted for
$200 billion (nearly 80 per cent); technology
exports accounted for 28 per cent of the total
exports.

Even as the Indian technology sector is helping its
global clients use the newly emerging Al and
GenAl to take it forward, it is developing tools
and products for its own use, enabling it to cut
costs and raise its efficiencies multifold. Al, in
fact, has become critical as it is enabling the
software sector to remain relevant and go forward
technologically.

Infosys is a leader in reimaging work, workplace
and workforce by leveraging Al so that itis able to
get more value out of its staff. Not just Infosys but
other IT leaders, such as HCLTech and
LTIMindtree, have taken on board Copilot,
Microsoft’s Al-based conversational chat
interface.Infosys has also incorporated the GenAl
learning process into its platform, Lex, and it is
being actively adopted by its employees.
Additionally, an AI knowledge assistant of a
higher order has been rolled out to all the
company’s leaders so that they can bring about
improvements in the firm’s sales process. As a
result, processes that could take weeks can now
be completed in days.Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), IBM and Wipro are following the same
route. They are adopting Al processes in areas like
human resource management, automating IT
infrastructure and driving sales. IBM finds that,
as aresult of adopting Al in its own processes, it is
able to raise value creation per unit of time by as
much as 70 per cent. What is more, by becoming
the first user of the GenAl processes developed by
it, the vendor is able to debug the process and pass
on amuch better offering to its clients.

TCS found that the first step — getting its
employees to understand GenAl — was in itselfa
big task. This is partly because as many as three
lakh of'its employees have by now been trained in
basic Al skills.Wipro is going through a process
of using an Al-powered enterprise chatbot to
handle business queries, automate tasks and
provide information to employees to enable them
to do their work better. It is being used by
companies in 53 countries to improve their
knowledge management and boost productivity.
The chatbot typically responds to employees in
five seconds and is 95 per cent accurate.

GenAl is also helping another major part of
software services, business process management
(BPM), which responds to customer queries to
deliver better and at a lower cost. With the use of
GenAl, till now the main vehicle of BPM
delivery, the call centre will be required only
minimally. If things keep going this way, in the
not-too-distant future, only a few centres will be
needed to handle incoming calls. Technology
should be able to predict incoming calls and
proactively address customer concerns. With the
use of GenAl, many Indian BPM companies have
been able to shift away from low-end voice-based
services. As a result, some of this work has shifted
to the Philippines. Firms in India are now using
Al-driven chatbots to handle a lot of their work,
which earlier used to be handled by their staff.

As Indian IT firms train their staff to handle GenAl
for their work and deliver it to customers, the
level of skills in the country is rising rapidly.

THE food regulator of Hong Kong recently suspended
the sale of three spice blends manufactured by an
Indian company. This was followed by a similar
action against another Indian spice brand in
Singapore. The regulatory action came after the
detection of high levels of ethylene oxide, a
carcinogen, in the spices exported from India. The
Maldives, too, has taken such action, while the US
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the
Australian food authority are examining the reports
of contamination.This is nothing new. Several
hundred shipments of spices from India are refused
entry for not meeting the quality norms in the US
every year. Ayurvedic formulations are often red-
flagged by the FDA and other regulators for
containing excessive amounts of lead and other
harmful heavy metals. Sometimes, the reverse also
happens, as in the recent case of food company
Nestle, which was found marketing baby foods with
high sugar content in India, but not in markets in
developed countries.

All these episodes follow a familiar pattern. The
companies involved, be they Indian or multinational,
deny any wrongdoing. They claim they are following
the prescribed safety standards either in the country
of origin or where they are exporting to, based on
what suits them. The standard response of Indian
regulatory authorities is that they are ‘studying the
situation’, besides blaming foreign regulators for not
sharing test reports with them.The export promotion
agencies and industry bodies play the victim card —
they argue that Indian exports are being singled out
by Western countries which want to tarnish India’s
image. Such statements are supported by ministries
and ministers concerned, in the name of the “Make in
India’ dictum. Multinationals blamed for marketing
potentially harmful products in India justify

ASTRAZENECA (AZ),
pharmaceutical firm headquartered in the UK,
has admitted that its Covid-19 vaccine can
cause a side effect in ‘very rare cases’. The
disclosure came during the hearing of a case in
the High Court of Justice in London. Fifty-one
claimants have alleged that they — or their
loved ones — suffered from TTS (thrombosis
with thrombocytopenia syndrome) after
receiving the AZ vaccine. This rare syndrome
is characterised by blood clotting or
abnormally low levels of platelets; its
potentially life-threatening consequences
include brain damage, heart attack, pulmonary
embolism and amputation. The petitioners,
who are seeking damages under the UK’s
Consumer Protection Act, reportedly possess
documents substantiating their charge that the vaccine
caused deaths or injuries.

The British case is of immense significance for India, where

Paradigm shift needed to improve water use efficiency
f the global withdrawals.

India is the largest user of groundwater, accounting for 25 per cent
LATEST data released by the Central Water Commission £, 4 ) d o R

paints a grim picture of the live storage in India’s
reservoirs, particularly in the southern states. The
reservoir levels in South India have plummeted to just 17
per cent of their capacity amid a widespread heatwave.
This does not augur well for the water security of the
region and the country as a whole.India, which accounts
for 4 per cent of the world’s water resources, uses them
for irrigation, and domestic and industrial purposes.
Surface and groundwater, as per ease of availability, are
put to various uses. There is, however, a shortage of water
across states, leading to crop failure, deaths, closing
down of healthcare facilities and industries. India has
become ‘water-stressed’, with the per capita per year
water availability being 1,545 cubic metres, less than the
stipulated 1,700 cubic metres. At this rate, India is
projected to become ‘water-scarce’ by 2050, when the
availability will be less than 1,000 cubic metres.

Various states have made significant infrastructural

investments in irrigation, but a lack of regular
maintenance and quality service are causing bottlenecks.
Water left untreated after domestic, industrial and other
uses is causing surface and groundwater pollution.
Groundwater is also getting polluted through an
excessive use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides. The
Centre had informed the Supreme Court in 2016 that
about 33 crore people in 256 districts of 10 states were
affected by drought. Appropriate practices, innovative
technologies and positive participation of all
stakeholders are required for moving towards sustainable
and efficient water use management.

India started on a positive note after Independence by

utilising surface water of rivers through multipurpose
projects, hydroelectric and water harvesting dams.
However, over the past four decades, about 84 per cent of
the total addition to irrigation areas, 80 per cent of the
drinking water needs and most of the industrial use is met
from groundwater. India, consequently, is the world’s
largest user of groundwater, accounting for 25 per cent of
the global withdrawals. As a result, the water table has
been dipping at an average of 0.4 metre every year.

With water being a state subject, states/UTs need to do

policy correction. The adoption of measures such as
water conservation, groundwater recharge, conjunctive
use of surface and groundwater, economic use of water

introduced under this mission. The ‘Per Drop More Crop’
scheme, introduced in 2015, promotes water use
efficiency through micro irrigation, especially drip and
sprinkler irrigation. However, only about 10 per cent of
the net sown area has been covered under micro
irrigation. The Sahi Fasal campaign — an awareness
generation programme for educating farmers to adopt
crops that are economically remunerative, environmental
friendly and improve water use efficiency — has been
launched. It is moving at a slow pace, but would bring
dividends if implemented in right earnest. The Jal Shakti
Abhiyan is being implemented since 2019, with multi-
stakeholder participation, especially of women, to
optimise harvesting of rainwater and integrating it with
afforestation. Desilting of water bodies and revitalising
of abandoned borewells have also been initiated.
Progress under this initiative is dismal, with watershed
development works progressing at a sluggish pace and
intensive afforestation yet to begin.

through appropriate pricing and application of Atal Bhujal Yojana was started in 2020 to deal with

technologies and increasing water use efficiency through
recycling can improve the situation. The implementation
of measures like crop rotation and diversification,
increase in drip and sprinkler irrigation and creating
awareness can further bring water use efficiency.

The National Water Mission was launched in 2011 in order

to conserve water, reduce wastage and ensure equitable
distribution across and within states, besides introducing
a framework for optimising water use efficiency by 20

overexploited and water-stressed areas of seven states.
The Union Ministry of Jal Shakti has circulated a Model
Bill among all states/UTs to curb overexploitation and
depletion of groundwater. Several states have enacted
legislation, but implementation has been effected only in
a few. Industries extracting groundwater in excess of 100
cubic metres/day are now required to get an annual water
audit done and reduce water use by 20 per cent over the
nextthree years. This is a step in the right direction

per cent. Many interventions and schemes have been The Jal Jeevan Mission is on course to provide piped

a leading

Covid vaccine row

Thorough probe a must to fix accountahbility

the AZ vaccine was manufactured and marketed as
Covishield in partnership with the Pune-based Serum
Institute of India. It was administered to almost 90 per
cent of the eligible people in the country during the Covid

Poor regulation plagues food safety

The rate of conviction has remained low despite an increasing number of failed samples

themselves by saying they are only following
the standards laid down in India. In all this,
the consumer remains a hapless spectator. For
all the rest, it is business as usual once the din
dies down.

No effort is made to address the issues at the
crux of such episodes — loopholes in the food
regulatory system like the opaque process of
developing standards and rule-making, the
near-absence of Good Manufacturing
Practices, lax enforcement of standards and
regulations and an inadequate analytical and
testing system. The other important issues are
governmental protection of the industry in the
name of boosting export and discouragement
of the representation of public health,
consumer and civil society experts in food
regulation.

Food companies involved in controversies
wriggle out by saying they are following
standards fixed by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), as has
happened in the recent case of Nestle. Therefore, the
method of fixing standards is critical. The FSSAI has
a set of 26 scientific committees to provide inputs for
setting standards for food products ranging from
beverages to marine products. When the authority
was formed in 2008, it packed these scientific panels
with representatives of Indian and global food
companies. Following an outcry in the media, courts
and Parliament, the panels were reconstituted.
Subsequently, too, food companies continued to
dominate through industry chambers and
associations, which were given a seat on the scientific
panels.A few years later, this changed, and now the
panels have working and retired scientists. Still, one
can’t say confidently that the rule-making process is

free of the industry’s influence. A cursory
examination of the present composition of scientific
panels shows that they still have members with past
and present industry links. For example, the panel on
beverages has a former global head of quality
assurance at Coca-Cola as well as an official of the tea
association among its members. Another committee
has a scientist who is a member of the All-India Food
Producers Association—abody of food companies.
The FSSAI should make public the ‘conflict of interest’
data of members of all rule-making committees
because consumers should know who is setting the
standards. The FSSAI’s so-called partnership with
the Confederation of Indian Industry and Hindustan
Lever is also problematic at several levels. Instead of
hobnobbing with those it is supposed to regulate, the
FSSAI should be striving to gain public recognition

drinking water with a functional tap connection to each
household in the country by the year-end. About 76 per
cent of the rural households have been covered and those
remaining and in urban areas are being targeted.
Participatory irrigation management has brought
efficiency and reduced the gap between the created and
utilised irrigation potential. These actions are helping in
moving towards demand-driven supply of drinking and
irrigation water that would make consumers responsible
for making timely payments that can be utilised for
proper operation and maintenance of infrastructure.

The NITI Aayog has developed the Composite Water

Management Index (CWMI), covering drinking water,
irrigation, sanitation, source augmentation and
restoration of water bodies and groundwater, watershed
development, sustainable on-farm water use practices to
access and further improve water management
performance. These performance indicators, integrated
with improved policy and governance, are providing
useful information to states/UTs and Union
ministries/departments to formulate and implement
sustainable strategies and practices for efficient and
sustainable water management.

There is a need for a paradigm shift in taking forward

strategies and regulations and integrating these through
the CWMI. However, the absence of holistic
implementation and regular and participatory monitoring
at the block, district, state and national levels is hindering
the pursuit of sustainable supply and improved water use
efficiency.

years. Even though AZ has stated that patient safety
is its highest priority, a thorough probe is required to
allay the doubts and apprehensions of the Indian
citizens who received Covishield shots. The matter
has reached the Supreme Court, where a petitioner
has sought directions to form a panel of medical
experts to examine the vaccine’s side effects.
During the pandemic, vaccine clinical trials were fast-
tracked due to the urgent need to curb the virus’
spread and save lives. This was driven by the
overwhelming evidence that the benefits of
vaccination exceeded the risks posed by the virus.
However, the side effects, even if rare, have put a
question mark over the safety of the AZ vaccine.
The role of the regulatory authorities has also come
under scrutiny. It is hoped that an in-depth inquiry
will be carried out to pinpoint the lapses that
imperilled the health of vaccine recipients. Fixing
accountability and stressing the need for greater
transparency should be the way forward.

as an impartial and independent regulator.

For years, consumer groups and public health
experts have been demanding a distinct health
label for food products high in salt, sugar and
fats, but the food safety authority and the
industry have constantly opposed this. On the
other hand, the regulator is quick to meet
industry demands and even endorse their
products, which is not its mandate. The label
for fortified food products, as demanded by
the food industry, is an example. The ‘F plus’
logo is awarded to products with added
vitamins, nutrients, etc. It has been given to
wheat flour, salt, milk, edible oil and rice
products, and the FSSAI has created a separate
website displaying all these branded products
with photos (instead of just a list of names).
This amounts to the advertising of a certain
category of products by the regulator at the
taxpayer’s cost.The implementation of the
regulation is lax and compliance by the

industry is poor, as found by audits of the

Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India and

the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament.

The CAG found in 2017 that even 10 years after its

formation, the FSSAI had no time-bound plan for the

formulation of standards; it issued licences based on
incomplete information; and 56 out of 72 food testing
laboratories surveyed did not have necessary
accreditation certificates. There was also an acute
shortage of staff. The PAC recommended bringing
about greater transparency in the formulation or
revision of standards. The FSSAI is still far from
reaching the level of transparency recommended.

The panel also noted that the rate of conviction was

very low despite an increasing number of failed

samples — a clear demonstration of poor regulation.
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Cognizant cuts 2024 revenue
estimate

e
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BENGALURU. Cognizant Technology Solutions has
reduced its revenue projection for FY24 to $18.9 billion
from $19.7 billion, representing a growth rate of -2% to
2%. This includes a 100-basis-point contribution from
acquisitions. The Nasdag-listed company, which
follows a Jan to Dec fiscal, had previously guided for
2024 revenue to be between $19 billion and $19.8
billion. Cognizant reported subdued financial results
for the March quarter, with a revenue of $4.8 billion.
This represents a 1.2% constant currency decline
compared to the year-ago period. The company's net
profit also decreased by 6% to $546 million for the
March quarter.

Nomination in joint MFs
optional

MUMBAI. Markets regulator Sebi has said that
investors holding mutual fund units jointly may not
nominate someone or willingly opt out of
nomination, as is the case when investments are in
the name of a single investor. There were MF
distributors and financial planners who had raised
the issue with the regulator when a nomination in all
MF accounts, held by a single investor or jointly, was
made compulsory.

Adani Ent gets 2 Sebi notices
over related party deals

MUMBALI. Adani Enterprises on Thursday said that it
had received two show cause notices from markets
regulator Sebi during the March quarter.

The notices alleged "non-compliance of provisions of
the Listing Agreement and LODR (Listing Obligation
and Disclosure Requirement) Regulations pertaining
to related party transactions in respect of certain
transactions with third parties and validity of peer
review certificates of statutory auditors with respect to
earlier years".

The management believes that there is "no material
consequential effect of the show cause notices to
relevant financial statements". The company also
believed there was no such non-compliance with laws
and regulations, it said in a regulatory filing on the
exchanges.

InJan 2023, US-based short seller Hindenburg Research
had alleged serious corporate governance and other
issues within Adani Group companies. As a result,
over the next five weeks, the group's stocks were on a
free fall, wiping out about 65% of the group's total
market value. Following those allegations a case was
also filed in the SC which then had asked Sebi to
investigate the allegations made in the Hindenburg
report. In Jan this year, the SC had passed its order in
the investigation and had asked Sebi to complete two
of the 24 issues it was looking into and were still
incomplete then.

Adi & Nadir Godrej make
open offer for Astec stake

MUMBALI. Adi and Nadir Godrej-led family group has
made an open offer to acquire 26% from public
shareholders of Astec Lifesciences as part of a
settlement arrangement between them and the faction
led by Jamshyd Godrej and Smita Crishna.

They are offering a price of Rs 1,070 apiece, whichis ata
discount to Astec's closing price of Rs 1,235 on the
BSE on Thursday. At this rate, the total consideration
to buy an additional 26% in Astec amounts to Rs 545
crore. The open offer has been triggered after Adi-
Nadir group's move to acquire 33% in Godrej
Industries from the Jamshyd-Smita faction. Godrej
Industries is the holding company of the $7-billion
Godrej conglomerate, which will be split into two
groups as part of the arrangement.

Godrej Industries has an

a indirect holding in Astec
! Lifesciences and the open

offer has been triggered

because of the indirect

change in shareholding of

the latter. Anamudi Real
Estates, which has 0.57% stake in Godrej Industries,
will also become a part of Adi-Nadir group as part of
the settlement. Rishad Naoroji, cousin of Adi, Nadir,
Jamshyd and Smita, will retire from Anamudi and the
Adi Godrej family will continue to be partners of the
company.

Godrej Industries holds 65% in Godrej Agrovet, 24% in
Godrej Consumer Products and 47% in Godrej
Properties. Before the planned stake-purchase, the
Adi-Nadir group's share in Godrej Industries was 31%.
After completion of the transaction, their stake in
Godrej Industries will increase to 65%. Astec's stock is
down 5% over the last 12 months but has gained 20%
so far this year, most of which has come in the last
month itself.

Sanctions notwithstanding, India’s Russian oil
imports surge as Moscow pushes more oil overseas

Indian refiners imported o total of 1.96 million barrels per day (bpd) of Russian crude oil in April, the highest since July of last year, and nearly 19 per cent

higher than volumes imported in March, as per commodity market analytics firm Kpler.

New Delhi. India’s Russian oil imports

jumped to a nine-month high in April as
partly impaired Russian refining
capacity due to Ukrainian drone attacks
nudged Moscow’s oil producers to push
more discounted barrels for exports,
according to vessel tracking data and
industry watchers.

Notably, this surge in India’s imports of

Russian crude came despite the latest
round of sanctions by the United States
(US) against Russia’s oil shipping
syndicate, which had led to speculation
that Indian refiners could turn extra
cautious in taking deliveries. Trade
sources, however, said that the sanctions
at the most had a marginal and short-
lived impact on Russian oil flows to
India.Indian refiners imported a total of
1.96 million barrels per day (bpd) of
Russian crude oil in April, the highest
since July of last year, and nearly 19 per
cent higher than volumes imported in

43% consumers faced problems in health
insurance claims: Loc

Mumbai. As many as 43 per cent of
insurance policyholders had difficulties
processing their ‘“health insurance”
claims in the past three years on an
aggregate basis, says a survey.

“Challenges faced ranged from insurance
companies rejecting claims by
classifying a health condition as a pre-
existing condition to only approving a
partial amount,” said the survey
conducted by LocalCircles.

According to majority of those who
commented on the subject, the process
of claiming health insurance is
extremely time consuming with many
policyholders and their family
members spending the last day of their
hospital admission running around
trying to get their claim processed.

“In several cases cited by policy holders

March, as per provisional ship-tracking
data from commodity market analytics
firm Kpler. Russia accounted for 40.3
per cent of the total 4.86 million bpd of The US has over the past few months

crude oil imported into India in April.
This is the first instance in seven months
of Moscow having a share of over 40 per
cent in New Delhi’s oil imports.
Russia’s share had declined to around
33 per cent in the past four months from
the peak level of nearly 46 per cent seen
in May 2023, the data shows.

“The first wave of Ukrainian drone strikes
(on Russian refining infrastructure) in

late January-early February has pushed
(Russia’s) seaborne oil exports to 3.8
million bpd, so some 300,000 bpd
higher than the 3.5 million bpd average
of November 2023-February 2024. Not
having the ability to refine that much
domestically, Russia’s oil producers
have exported those surpluses and
consequently Indian buyers had more
to buy from,” said Viktor Katona, head
of crude analysis at Kpler. Limited
impact of sanctions

sanctioned a number of vessels for

tankers in an evident bid to steer clear of
any secondary sanction risk. The pause,
however, was short-lived as the
Sovcomflot tankers have started
discharging crude at Indian ports after
India received more clarity on the scope
of the latest sanctions According to
industry insiders, Indian refiners are still
avoiding tankers explicitly sanctioned
by the US and its allies, but are not
following any blanket ban on
Sovcomflot tankers, as was the case
initially after Washington announced
the latest round of sanctions.

evading the G7 price cap of $60 per Ship tracking data shows that at least two

barrel on Russian seaborne crude, apart
from sanctioning a few fleet operators
and vessel owners. Notably, Russia’s
state-owned shipping major Sovcomflot
and 14 related tankers were sanctioned
by the US in the last week of February.
Following that, Indian refiners had started
refusing deliveries on Sovcomflot

Sovcomflot tankers discharged oil at
Indian ports over the past week. To be
sure, India buys Russian oil on a
delivered basis, which means that the
responsibility of arranging shipping and
insurance for the cargoes rests with the
Russian suppliers and Indian buyers
have no liability on that count.

Apple announces $110
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after the patient was ready for discharge
for them to actually get discharged
because the health insurance claim was
still getting processed,” the survey said.

By the time the claim is approved, the

patients are so tired that they have no
energy to fight for any expenses that are
disapproved by the insurance company.
If they stay back at the hospital another
day to do so, the cost of that additional
night’s stay has to be borne by them.

on LocalCircles, it took 10-12 hours According to several patients, this is the

Manufacturing activity 2nd
highest in 3.5 yrs: Survey

NEW DELHI. Riding high on
robust domestic demand, activity
in the country's manufacturing
sector in April recorded the
second fastest expansion in three
and a half years as companies
reported higher intake of new
orders and scaled up production, a
survey showed on Thursday.

Despite slowing a tad from 59.1 in
March to 58.8 in April, the HSBC
India Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) signalled
the second-best improvement in
the health of the sector for three-
and-a-half years. The PMI was
comfortably above both the
neutral mark of 50 and its long-run
average (53.9). The 50-point mark
separates expansion from
contraction.

Since the lifting of Covid-19 pandemic-
induced curbs, the sector has staged a

smart recovery, thanks to robust
domestic demand. The PMI survey is
compiled by S&P Global from

experience where the insurance
company has already provided a pre-
approval to the hospital’s TPA desk
before admission of the patient, it said.

Despite some interventions by the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai), consumers continue to grapple
with insurance companies to get their
health claims. One of the top issues that
consumers have been regularly writing
about is that of rejection of health
insurance claims including cancellation
of policies by insurance companies.

To understand how people buy general
insurance, the kind of policies they buy
and where they face the most issues,
LocalCircles conducted a national
survey which received over 39,000
responses from citizens located in 302
districts of India.

responses to questionnaires sent to
purchasing managers in a panel of
around 400 manufacturers.

billion stock buyback,
biggest in history

Washington. Apple's AAPL.O quarterly results
and forecast beat modest expectations on
Thursday, as the iPhone maker unveiled a record
share buyback program, sending its stock up 6
per cent in extended trade. Apple increased its
cash dividend by 4 per cent and authorised an
additional program to buy back $110 billion of
stock. The buyback is the largest in the
company's history.

Apple's quarterly revenue fell, but less than
analysts had expected, and CEO Tim Cook said
revenue growth would return to the current
quarter. The results and guidance suggest the
company may be regaining its footing in the
smartphone market, despite stiff competition and
regulatory challenges.

The surge in Apple's shares following its report
lifted its stock market value by over $160
billion.Apple said fiscal second-quarter revenue
fell 4 per cent to $90.8 billion, beating the
average analyst estimate of $90.01 billion,
according to LSEG data.For Apple's current
quarter, which ends in June, Cook told Reuters
the iPhone maker expects "to grow low-single
digits" in overall revenue. Wall Street expected
1.33 per cent revenue growth to $82.89 billion,
according to LSEG data. Long considered a
must-own stock on Wall Street, Apple shares
have underperformed other Big Tech companies
in recent months, falling 10% this year as it
struggles with weak iPhone demand and tough
competition in China. Apple expects current-
quarter services and iPad revenue to grow by
double digits, CFO Luca Maestri told analysts on
a conference call. The company expects gross
margins of between 45.5 per cent and 46.5 per
cent for the fiscal third quarter. Apple faces a raft
of challenges across its business. Smartphone
rivals such as Samsung Electronics 005930.KS
have introduced competing devices aimed at
hosting artificial-intelligence chatbots.On the
regulatory front, Apple's services business,
which contains its lucrative App Store and was
one of the few areas of growth in the fiscal second
quarter, is under pressure from a new law in
Europe. In the United States, the Department of
Justice in March accused Apple of monopolising
the smartphone market and driving up prices.

For the fiscal second quarter, iPhone sales fell 10.5
per cent to $45.96 billion, compared with analyst
expectations of $46 billion. Apple executives
said in February that the year-ago fiscal second
quarter had benefited from a $5 billion surge in
iPhone sales as the company caught up from
supply-chain snarls during pandemic lockdowns.

Sensex rises, Nifty hits record high amid
volatile trade; Bajaj Finance soars

The S&P BSE Sensex rose
over 75,000 in early trade,
while the NSE Nifty50 hit a
fresh record high of
22,794.70.

New Delhi.
indices started Friday’s trading session on
a strong note, supported by positive
global cues and a jump in shares of Bajaj
Finance after the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) lifted restrictions on two of its
lending products.

The S&P BSE Sensex rose over 75,000 in
early trade, while the NSE Nifty50 hit a
freshrecord high 022,794.70.

Around 10.05 am, the Sensex was up
173.35 points at 74,784.46, while the
Nifty50 traded 68.70 points higher at
22,716.90. All the other broader market
indices were also trading in positive

Benchmark stock market
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other hand, the top losers were Bharti
Airtel, L&T, Nestle India, Tech Mahindra
and HDFC Life. Bajaj Finance shares
gained as much as 7% in early trade,
following a stock exchange filing on
Thursday where it announced that the
RBI had lifted restrictions on two lending
products. Shares of Bajaj Finserv also
gained as aresult.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said, “"The removal
of restrictions on Bajaj Finance's eCOM
adds to the upbeat market sentiment.

territory, but volatility remained on the
higher side.Among sectoral indices,
Nifty Financial Services rose due to the
rise in shares of Bajaj Finance and Bajaj
Finserv. However, Nifty Metal was the

top gainer as it was the only sectoral index

thatrose over 1%.

The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were
Bajaj Finance, ONGC, Bajaj Finserv,
Coal India and Shriram Finance. On the

Investors are eagerly awaiting the US
jobs report for April and keeping an eye
on Q4 corporate earnings from India Inc.
Technical analysis points to Nifty
potentially surpassing the psychological
23,000 mark, with significant support and
resistance levels outlined."

"The recommended trades for Nifty and
Bank Nifty are provided, along with
optimistic sentiments regarding select
stocks like COAL INDIA and TATA
MOTORS. Also, IRCTC emerges as a
standout pick due to its promising
momentum prospects,” he added.
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andhis Opt Out Of Amethi, Rahul
(Gandhi To Contest From Raebareli

New Delhi: The Congress's 11th-
hour, early-morning decision on
Amethi and Raebareli contained
a big twist. Rahul Gandhi, who
was expected to make an all-out
bid to win back Amethi, has
been announced as the party
candidate from Raebareli, the
seat vacated recently by his
mother Sonia Gandhi when she
moved to Rajya Sabha.ln
Amethi, the family bastion
which defected to the BJP five
years ago, the Congress will be
represented by Kishori Lal
Sharma, a longtime loyalist of
the Gandhi family. Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra could not be
convinced to contest from
Raebareli -- which she had
nursed for over a decade on her
mother's behalf.Both candidates
will file their papers today -- the
last day for filing nominations

for the fifth phase of election on
May 20.The Congress decision
was announced on Friday after
weeks of suspense.There is
concern that the switch of seat
for Rahul Gandhi could play
into BJP hands, given Union
minister Smriti [rani's victory of
2019 in Amethi. The senior BJP
leader is all set to defend the seat
and has declared that the
Congress delay was the result of
cold feet, in view of her
imminent victory.In an
exclusive interview with NDTV
earlier this week, she said the
leadership "is aware that this is a
losing seat for them, because if
they were so confident of their
victory, they would have
announced teir candidate by
now".Ms Vadra's decision not to
contest could add to the party's
discomfiture. Many leaders of

the Congress suspect that it
could create a negative
perception that may add reflect
on the outcome of the election
across the country. Polling on
353 seats is still left, of which
the Congress is contesting on
330 seats.Sources said Ms
Vadra's reluctance stemmed
from the fact that her victory
from Raebareli could reinforce
the BJP allegations of dynasty
politics, since all three of them
would be in parliament. Sonia
Gandhi is already in Rajya
Sabha and Rahul Gandhi has
contested from Kerala's
Wayanad.oon after the
candidates were announced for
both presitigious seats, Ms
Vadra congratulated KL Sharma
and said his "loyalty and
dedication" will help him win
the election."Our family has had

a long association with Kishori
Lal Sharma ji. His passion for
public service is an example in
itself. Today, it is a matter of joy
that the Congress Party has
made Shri Kishori Lal Ji a
candidate from Amethi. Kishori
Lal Ji's loyalty and dedication
towards duty will definitely
bring him success in this
election," she said.A victory for
Mr Gandhi in both Raebareli
and Wayanad could lead to a
conundrum for the party, since
he would have to vacate one of
two seats which have equal
claims on him.If Raebareli is the
decades-old family bastion,
Wayanad is a Congress
stronghold which had sent him
to the Lok Sabha when Amethi
had declined. But that is a bridge
the Congress can cross another
day.

Odisha Chief Minister

Naveen Patnaik Declares
Assets Worth 71 Crore

New Delhi: The BJP yesterday dropped its Kaiserganj
sitting MP Brij Bhushan Singh, and instead named his
son Karan Bhushan Singh as the Lok Sabha candidate
from the constituency in Uttar Pradesh.Bri Bhushan
Singh is accused of sexual harassment and
inappropriate behaviour during his tenure as the
President of Wrestling Federation of India.On BJP's
decision to field his son Karan Bhushan Singh as its
candidate from Kaiserganj, the #MeToo-accused said
he was thankful to the party.

"I thank the party for this, everyone is excited in the area
about Karan contesting the election," he said.Singh has
been accused of touching women athletes
inappropriately on the pretext of checking their breath,
groping them, asking inappropriate personal questions,
and demanding sexual favours.The top wrestlers, also
including Olympic bronze medallist Bajrang Punia and
Commonwealth Games gold medalist Vinesh Phogat,
hit the streets last year to seek action against Singh.

Brij Bhushan Singh, who stepped down from the post
amid a raging protest against him over the sexual
harassment allegations by women wrestlers, has denied
the charges.or the ruling BJP, it had been a tightrope act
on an influential party MP.The BJP understands the
political influence the six-time MP holds in the area.
Therefore, it has chosen his son as his replacement,
sources said.Sources in the BJP earlier told NDTV that
the party leadership had spoken to him on the issue and
that the heavyweight politician was still insisting on a
poll pass.His elder son Pratik Bhushan Singh is an
MLA. Karan Bhushan Singh currently heads the Uttar
Pradesh wrestling body.

Bengal Governor Bars Entry
0f Cops, State Finance
Minister Into Raj Bhavan

Kolkata: West Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda Bose
issued an order on Thursday night banning the entry of
the police and Minister of State for Finance, Chandrima
Bhattacharya, into the Raj Bhavan.

The move came hours after a temporary female staff at the
Raj Bhavan filed a written complaint with the police
accusing the Governor of outraging her modesty."For
defamation and anti-constitutional media statements
against Governor C.V. Ananda Bose, a junior
gubernatorial appointee Chandrima Bhattacharya,
Minister of State (Independent Charge), Department of
Finance, has been banned entry into the Raj Bhavan
premises in Kolkata, Darjeeling, and Barrackpore,"
read a statement issued by the Governor's office.

Ms Bhattacharya was the first to react after the allegation
of molestation surfaced against the Governor."I wonder
what is happening in the Raj Bhavan, and that too on a
day when the Prime Minister is coming to the state," Ms

Bhattacharya saidThe statement issued by the Raj
Bhavan also said that the Governor will not participate
in any function The Governor has also banned the entry
of police into the Raj Bhavan premises."The Attorney
General of India has been contacted for advice on
further legal steps against the Minister.

The Hon'ble Governor also banned the entry of police into
the Raj Bhavan premises in the guise of conducting
unauthorised, illegitimate, sham and motivated
investigation to placate political bosses during
elections," the statement read.In an earlier statement
issued on Thursday evening, the Governor denied the
molestation charge, calling it an attempt to gain
electoral benefits.

"Truth shall triumph. I refuse to be cowed down by
engineered narratives.

Minor's Rape: Court Denies Bail To

Suspended Delhi Governme

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday refused to
grant default bail to the wife
of suspended Delhi
government official
Premoday Khakha in a case
of alleged sexual assault of a
minor girl. 3

Mr Khakha, who served as
Deputy Director in the Eg¢
Women and Child §
Development Department, is |
accused of raping a 16-year-
old girl multiple times
between 2020 and 2021, and his wife,
Seema Rani, reportedly gave the
minor survivor medicine to terminate
her pregnancy.A bench of Justices
C.T. Ravi Kumar and S.V.N. Bhatti
refused to interfere with the February
26 decision of the Delhi High Court
rejecting the bail pleas filed by the Mr
Khakha couple. Earlier, the trial court
had denied the plea for statutory bail,
rejecting the contention that the

charge sheet filed was based on an
incomplete investigation. Both Mr
Khakha and his wife remain under
judicial custody.

However, in January this year, the top
court granted anticipatory bail to Mr
Khakha's daughter and son, noting
that the duo have joined the
investigation.A police source had said
that Mr Khakha kept on raping the
minor daughter of his friend for
months, during which his wife also

n’r“fficiul's Wife

allegedly assisted him. "As his
wife also aided him in the act and
did not report the matter to the
police, we have added Section
120-B (criminal conspiracy) in
the FIR against his wife," the
police source had said."The most
shocking part is that when the
victim got pregnant, she was
threatened with dire
consequences by the accused.
When the accused narrated the
matter to his wife, instead of
helping the victim, the woman
sent her son to buy abortion pills,
which she gave to the victim," the
source had said.most shocking part is
that when the victim got pregnant, she
was threatened with dire
consequences by the accused. When
the accused narrated the matter to his
wife, instead of helping the victim, the
woman sent her son to buy abortion
pills, which she gave to the victim,"
the source had said.

Meet KL Sharma, Gandhi Family Loyalist
To Contest From Ameth1 Against Smriti Irani

New Delhi: The nerve-wracking
suspense around Congress' candidate
for the Amethi Lok Sabha Seat came to
an end today. The Congress party has
fielded its trusted hand, KL Sharma,
from the Amethi Lok Sabha
constituency, earlier represented
by Rahul Gandhi. On the other
hand, top Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will contest from Rae
Bareli seat, vacated by Sonia
Gandhi. In Lok Sabha Elections
2024, KL Sharma will now
compete against Smriti Irani, the
present BJP MP from Amethi.

Sharma is originally from |
Ludhiana, Punjab. The Gandhi
family is thought to be very close
to KL Sharma who has been
managing the work at Rae Bareli as
Sonia Gandhi's agent for a
considerable amount of time.

History With Rajiv Gandhi Along with

stepped in Rae Bareli and Amethi in
1983. His bond with the Gandhi family
became closer after Rajiv Gandhi
passed away. Thereafter, he continued
to be connected to the Gandhi family.
Following Rajiv Gandhi's demise in

1991, Sharma continued to visit Rae
Bareli and Amethi, occasionally to
cater to the work of Sheila Kaul and
other times that of Satish Sharma.

Rajiv Gandhi, Kishori Lal Sharma KL Sharma accompanied Sonia Gandhi

to Amethi as she made her foray into
active politics. KL Sharma assumed
supervision of both the Rae Bareli and
Amethi seats when Sonia Gandhi
moved to Rae Bareli and left the
Amethi seat for Rahul Gandhi. KL
Sharma began overseeing the
work related to the seats of
Amethi and Rae Bareli. In
addition to leading Amethi, it's
believed that KL Sharma will
continue to manage Rahul
Gandhi's work from Rae Bareli.
KL Sharma - A Loyal Congress
Stalwart Although members of
the Congress began to leave over
time, KL Sharma has always
been incredibly loyal and
dedicated. He switched between
being in charge of Bihar and joining the
Punjab committee. At times, he
continued to be an AICC member,
while at other times, he held control of
the electoral arena.

Court Grants Bail To 2 Accused Of

Firing Shots At Asaduddin

Owaisi's Car In UP

Prayagraj, UP: The Allahabad High Court has
granted bail to the two persons who had allegedly
fired shots at Lok Sabha Member of Parliament
(MP) and All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) Chief Asaduddin Owaisi's vehicle
during the Uttar Pradesh assembly elections of
2022.Justice Pankaj Bhatia, while granting bail to
the accused said that the accused Sachin Sharma
and Subham Gurjar had not been named in the First
Information Report (FIR).

They were linked with the offence only on the basis
of the opinion expressed by the Investigating
Officer after analysing the CCTV footage, the
court added.The court further said that the
evidence linking the applicants with the offence in
question are prima facie weak evidence.

"The material of verifying and matching the identity
of the persons seen in the CCTV footage with the
actual photographs prima-facie appears to be
missing from the case diary. Thus, the evidence

linking the applicants with the offence in question
is prima-facie weak evidence at this stage," said the
Court.The Court also added that in the three
statements recorded so far, the names of the
accused had not surfaced and that the victim as well
as the two persons who were with him in the car did
notknow the accused.

However, the victim through his lawyer oved an
intervention application before the Court.In the
application, it was submitted that one f'the accused,
after being granted bail in 2022, had bragged
before the media that he had no remorse and would
not apologise at all. However, the Court said that
the interview "prima-facice appears to be in the
realm of speech or interview given by applicant
no.1 before the telemedia and there being nothing
more to suggest that actual threat was issued by the
applicant to the victim".Gunshots were fired at
AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi's car in Pilkhuwa
of Hapur district of Uttar Pradesh during the Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections 0f2022.

Pak Harbours "Most Dubious Track Record™ On
All Aspects: India At UN General Assembly

India's stern response
came after Pakistan's UN
envoy Munir Akram made
lengthy remarks against
India, including references
to Kashmir, the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and the Ram Temple

in Ayodhya.
- ---eee——

United Nations: In a sharp retort, India has
said Pakistan harbours a “most dubious
track record” on all aspects, as it slammed
“destructive and pernicious” remarks
made by Islamabad's envoy in the UN
General Assembly here.India's Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador
Ruchira Kamboj's stern response came
after Pakistan's UN envoy Munir Akram
made lengthy remarks against India,

including references to Kashmir, the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya, during his
address to the UN General Assembly
meeting on ‘Culture of Peace.'

“One final point...in this Assembly, as we
endeavour to cultivate a culture of peace
amid these challenging times, our focus
remains steadfast on constructive
dialogue. We thus choose to set aside the
remarks from a certain delegation, which
not only lack decorum but also detract
from our collective efforts due to their
destructive and pernicious nature,” Ms
Kamboj said on Thursday.We would
strongly encourage that delegation to
align with the central principles of respect
and diplomacy that must always guide our
discussions. Or is that too much to ask of a
country that harbours a most dubious
track record on all aspects in itself?” she
said.

Ms Kamboj asserted that terrorism stands in
direct opposition to the culture of peace
and the core teachings of all religions,
which advocate compassion,

understanding and coexistence.“It sows
discord, breeds hostility and undermines
the universal values of respect and
harmony that underpin cultural and
religious traditions worldwide. It is
essential for Member States to work
together actively to nurture a genuine
culture of peace and to view the world as a
united family, as my country strongly
believes,” she said.Ms Kamboj further
said that the world faces significant
challenges from geopolitical tensions and
uneven development. “The growing
intolerance, discrimination and violence

based on religion or belief indeed
demand our urgent attention,” she said.

“We are particularly concerned by the
escalating attacks on sacred sites,
including churches, monasteries,
gurudwaras, mosques, temples and
synagogues,” she said, adding that such
acts require a swift and united response
from the global community.

It is crucial that our discussions therefore
forthrightly address these issues,
resisting political expediencies. We
must tackle these challenges directly

and ensure that they are central to our

policy, dialogues and international
engagements,” she said.Ms Kamboj told
the UNGA meeting that the doctrine of

Ahimsa championed by Mahatma Gandhi

continues to be a bedrock of India's

commitment to peace.“India is not only
the birthplace of Hinduism, Buddhism,

Jainism and Sikhism, but also a

stronghold for Islam, Judaism,

Christianity and Zoroastrianism. It has

historically been a refuge for persecuted

faiths, illustrating.
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Edward Snowden's 'free speech’
retort to Elon Musk's poll on dissent

World. Among many hits and replies to the post, one
came in from whistleblower Edward Snowden, whose
revelations about alleged espionage by the US
National Security Agency (NSA) shook the world
back in 2013."First of all, Americans' freedom of
expression, which includes all manner of flag-
trampling and other unlikable acts, is constitutionally-
protected for a very good reason. Secondly, what are
you going to do when they tear it down and replace it
with this?," Snowden posted on X with a picture of fast
food giant McDonald's in his reply.Elon Musk's post
apparently referred to the ongoing pro-Palestine
protests at university campuses across the United
States and how those protesters should be treated.

Musk followed his online poll with a comment on his
own post that read "I’m not saying they can’t come
back, but they have to experience that country for some
period of time before returning."Meanwhile, Snowden
seemed to be suggesting that it would rather be a good
idea to take those using the right to free speech to
McDonald's to eat.Edward Snowden had fled the US
and was given asylum in Russia after leaking secret
files in 2013 that revealed vast domestic and
international surveillance operations carried out by the
NSA, where he once worked.

Security measures tightened for
Chinese nationals in Pakistan, to
now travel with armoured vehicles

World. Movement restrictions have now been placed on
Chinese nationals in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
region, as per a report by Dawn. The KP government
has mandated that Chinese citizens must travel
accompanied by armoured vehicles while in the area.

This directive was announced by a senior police official
during a meeting held on Wednesday. Tahir Ayub Khan,
deputy inspector general of police in Hazara range said,
"As we're adopting all possible measures for the safety
of Chinese nationals, they shouldn't travel in the
province without armoured vehicles in line with the
government's directions”.

The meeting, convened to address security concerns for
the Suki Kinari hydropower project in the Malkandi
area of Kaghan Valley, brought together various
stakeholders, including security personnel, Chinese
engineers, and project managers. Discussions centered
on the implementation of stringent security measures
to safeguard the lives of individuals involved in critical
infrastructure projects, as reported by Dawn.

2,000 arrested as protests rock US
colleges, Biden says 'order must
prevail

New Delhi. At least 2,000 people have so far been
arrested in connection with the protests on college
campuses against the Israel-Hamas war. According to
the Associated Press, the arrests have been made
across 35 campuses, since a tent encampment began at
Columbia University on April 17. Meanwhile, a police
officer involved with clearing protesters from a
Columbia University building fired his gun inside the
hall. However, no one was injured.

The demonstrators had seized Hamilton Hall on April 30,
ramping up their presence on the campus from a tent
encampment that had been there. Tensions on college
campuses have been building for days as
administrators turned to police to clear demonstrators
by force, leading to clashes that have seized
widespread attention.

Death toll from rains in southern
Brazil climbs to 29, Lula visits

region

SAO PAULO. The death toll from heavy rains in Brazil's
southernmost state of Rio Grande do Sul rose to 29,
local authorities said on Thursday evening, as the state
government declared a state of public calamity to
handle the dramatic situation.

The storms, which have caused the greatest devastation in
the state in recent years, also left 60 people missing and
10,242 displaced in 154 cities, according to Rio Grande
do Sul's civil defense.

"It's not just another critical case; it's the most critical that

the state will

probably have
recorded in its
history," state

Governor Eduardo

Leite said in a live

broadcast on social

media, adding that
the situation is
worse than last

year's rains in the state.

More than 300,000 people have also been left without
electricity after a dam at a small hydroelectric power
plant burst on Thursday, the state's main utilities
company said.President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva flew
over the affected areas and met with Governor Leite in
Santa Maria on Thursday for an emergency meeting."l
told the governor and my ministers that the federal
government will make every effort. ... We will take care
of this with great care and respect,” Lula said during the
meeting.

In a video posted on social media, Leite called for
coordination in the efforts to rescue people, asking for
"full force" as he declared a state of public calamity
citing the risk faced by the state as a result of climate
events.Lula told Leite in a call late on Wednesday he
would send as many men as necessary to help deal with
the situation, the president's office said.

THE PHETON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Saturday, 04 May 2024

Russian troops enter hase housing US
military in Niger: Report

The move by Russia's
military puts US and
Russian troops in close
proximity at a time when
the nations' military and
diplomatic rivalry is
increasingly acrimonious
over the conflict in Ukraine.

Washington.

Washington. Russian military personnel

have entered an air base in Niger that is
hosting US troops, a senior US defense
official told Reuters, a move that follows
a decision by Niger's junta to expel US
forces from the country.

The military officers ruling the West

African nation have told the US to
withdraw its nearly 1,000 military

personnel from the country, which g
until acoup last yearhad beenakey %
partner for Washington's fight §°
against insurgents who have killed
thousands of people and displaced
millions more.

A senior US defense official,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Russian forces
were not mingling with U.S. troops
but were using a separate hanger at
Airbase 101, which is next to Diori
Hamani International Airport in
Niamey, Niger's capital.

The move by Russia's military puts
US and Russian troops in close
proximity at a time when the nations'
military and diplomatic rivalry is
increasingly acrimonious over the
conflict in Ukraine.

It also raises questions about the fate of US
installations in the country following a
withdrawal."(The situation) is not great
but in the short-term manageable," the
official said.The Nigerien and Russian
embassies in Washington did not
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immediately respond to a request for
comment.The US and its allies have been
forced to move troops out of a number of
African countries following coups that
brought to power groups eager to distance
themselves from Western governments.
In addition to the impending departure
from Niger, U.S. troops have also left
Chad in recent days, while French forces
have been kicked out of Mali and Burkina
Faso.At the same time, Russia is seeking

to strengthen relations with
African nations, pitching
Moscow as a friendly country
with no colonial baggage in the
continent.Mali, for example, has
in recent years become one of
Russia's closest African allies,
with the Wagner Group
mercenary force deploying there
to fight jihadist insurgents.
Russia has described relations with
the United States as "below zero"
because of US military and
financial aid for Ukraine in the
war now approaching the end of
its second year.The US official
said Nigerien authorities had told
President Joe Biden's administration that
about 60 Russian military personnel
would be in Niger, but the official could
not verify that number.After the coup, the
US military moved some of its forces in
Niger from Airbase 101 to Airbase 201 in
the city of Agadez. It was not immediately
clear what US military equipment
remained at Airbase 101.

Turkey Halts Trade With Israel Amid
"Violence" Against Palestinians

Ankara. Turkey halted all trade
activities with Israel due to the
latter's "non-stop violence" &=
against Palestinians in the Gaza [
Strip, the Turkish Trade Ministry
said.The move follows Turkey's
imposition of restrictions on an
array of exports to Israel since last
month, which Ankara said on
Thursday would remain in effect
until a ceasefire in Gaza is
achieved.In a statement, the
Ministry recalled that Ankara
previously restricted the export of
54 product groups to Israel in April
because the "massacre, humanitarian
catastrophe, and physical destruction
caused by Israel continued," and the
Israeli government "ignored"
international ceasefire efforts and
blocked humanitarian aid, Xinhua
news agency reported.It is observed
that the Israeli government continues

its aggressive behaviour and the
humanitarian tragedy in Palestine
worsens," the Ministry said.

"In this respect, the second phase of the

measures taken at the state level has
been initiated and export and import
transactions with Israel have been
suspended for all products,” said the
statement. Turkey will strictly and

decisively implement
these new measures until
the Israeli government
allows the uninterrupted
and sufficient flow of
humanitarian aid to
Gaza, it added.On the
other hand, the Turkish
Trade Ministry is
coordinating with
Palestinian authorities to
ensure that Palestinian
people "who are forced
to live under
occupation" are not affected by these
restrictions, the Ministry noted.Listen
to the latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.comAccording to the
Turkish Statistical Institute, trade
between the two countries amounted to
$6.8 billion in 2023, with Turkish
exports accounting for 76 per cent of
the total.

Biden says ‘order must prevuil' during US
college protests over war in Gaza

WASHINGTON. US President Joe
Biden on Thursday rejected calls
from student protesters to change
his approach to the war in Gaza
while insisting that "order must
prevail" as college campuses across
the country face a wave of violence,
outrage and fear."Dissent is
essential for democracy," Biden
said at the White House.

"But dissent must never lead to
disorder."The Democratic
president broke days of silence on
the protests with his remarks, which
followed mounting criticism from
Republicans who have tried to turn
scenes of unrest into a campaign
cudgel. By focusing on a law-and-
order message while defending the
right to free speech, Biden is grasping
for a middle ground on an intensely
divisive issue in the middle of his
reelection campaign.

He largely sidestepped protesters'
demands, which have included ending

US support for Israeli military
operations. Asked after his remarks
whether the demonstrations would
prompt him to consider changing
course, Biden responded with a simple
"no."Biden said that he did not want
the National Guard to be deployed to

campuses. Some Republicans have
called for sending in troops, an idea
with a fraught history. Four students
were shot and killed at Kent State
University by members of the Ohio
National Guard during protests over

the Vietnam War in 1970.

Tensions on college campuses have
been building for days as
demonstrators refuse to remove
encampments and administrators
turn to police to clear them by force,
leading to clashes that have seized
widespread attention.

Biden said he rejected efforts to use
the situation to "score political
points," calling the situation a
"moment for clarity.""There's the
right to protest, but not the right to

cause chaos," Biden said shortly before
leaving the White House for a trip to
North Carolina. "People have the right
to get an education, the right to get a
degree, the right to walk across campus
safely without fear of being attacked."
Biden's last previous public comment on
the demonstrations came more than a
week ago, when he condemned
"antisemitic protests" and "those who
don't understand what's going on with
the Palestinians."

Will accept Wisconsin poll
results if everything is honest,
says Donald Trump

Washington Former US President Donald
Trump said he may not accept the 2024 election
results in Wisconsin, a key battleground state in
his matchup with President Joe Biden, leaving
open the possibility of post-election turmoil.In
an interview with the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel on Wednesday, Trump said that if he
does not believe the result in November's
election was legitimate, "you have to fight for
the right of the country."The Republican
presidential candidate's comments came on the
heels of an interview this week with Time
magazine in which Trump did not rule out the
possibility of political violence around the
election, saying "it depends on the fairness" of
the process.On his way to an event on Thursday
in Charlotte, North Carolina, Biden was asked
whether he is worried Trump won’t accept the

election results.

"Listen to what he says," Biden said.

In the Journal Sentinel interview, Trump
reiterated his baseless claims that he won
Wisconsin - a Midwestern state he lost to Biden,
a Democrat, by about 21,000 votes in 2020 -
and that the election was tainted by fraud.
Trump's campaign unsuccessfully sought to
disqualify almost 240,000 ballots cast for
Biden. Trump won Wisconsin over Democrat
Hillary Clinton in 2016, and his rematch this
year with Biden is expected to be tight. He held
campaign rallies on Wednesday in Wisconsin
and Michigan, another battleground
state. Trump said in the newspaper interview
that he will not hesitate to raise doubts about the
election if he is convinced something is amiss
with the results."I'd be doing a disservice to the
country if [ said otherwise," Trump said. "But
no, I expect an honest election and we expect to
win maybe very big."

"He Respects Them": Whl’re House Af’rer
Biden Calls Japan, India "Xenophobic"

<«White House Press Secretary

Karine Jean Pierre asserted
that the President's
comments were part of @
broader message
emphasising the strength
derived from America's
immigrant heritage.

Hours after President Joe
Biden termed India, Japan and other
nations, "xenophobic," the White House
clarified the President's intentions,
emphasising his "respect" for allies and
partners.White House Press Secretary
Karine Jean Pierre asserted that the
President's comments were part of a
broader message emphasising the
strength derived from America's
immigrant heritage."Our allies and
partners know very well how much this

President respects them...He was making
a broad comment speaking about this
(US) country, speaking about how
important it is to be a country of
immigrants and how it makes our country
stronger."The Press Secretary stressed
that Biden's focus remains on bolstering
diplomatic relationships with nations
such as India and Japan, evident in his
actions over the past three
years."Obviously, we have a strong
relationship with, India with Japan, and
the President if you just look at the last
three years has certainly focused on those
diplomatic relationships," she
added."The broader case that he was
trying to make," Jean Pierre continued,
"which most leaders and allies across the
globe understand that when it comes to
who we are as a nation, we are a nation of
immigrants."Emphasising the
significance of America's immigrant
identity, she reiterated Biden's belief that
diversity strengthens the nation. "That is
in our DNA. You have heard the
President say it, it makes us better, and we
are stronger for it and that is a very
important point to know," Jean Pierre
said

The comments were made at a Washington,
DC, fundraiser that marked the start of
Asian American, Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander Heritage Month, which
celebrates diversity in the United States.
"One of the reasons why our economy is
growing is because of you and many

others. Why? Because we welcome
immigrants," Biden said, according to a
pool report and a transcript sent out by the
White House."Why is China stalling so
badly economically? Why is Japan
having trouble? Why is Russia? Why is
India? Because they're xenophobic. They

don't want immigrants," he
continued. "Immigrants are what
makes us strong. Not a joke. That's
not hyperbole, because we have an
influx of workers who want to be
here and just contribute," he added.
White House National Security
Communications Advisor John
Kirby, also defended the President's
comments, telling reporters that
allies and partners like India and
Japan understood that Biden
"completely and utterly values the
idea of alliances and partnerships."
Immigration is a polarising issue in
US politics, and will almost certainly
play a major role in the November
presidential election. Illegal border
crossings have contributed to an average
2 million influx per year since 2021, the
highest level ever.a

Polls show broad public disapproval of

how President Biden has handled the
surge, and former president Donald
Trump, who also faced criticism for his
immigration policies, is running for
office on promises to crack down and
deport millions of people.
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Video: On Bhuvneshwar
Kumar's Last-Ball
Wicket, Kavya Maran's
Reaction Breaks Internet

Sports Desk. Surnisers Hyderabad secured a
thrilling 1-run victory against Rajasthan
Royals, thanks to Bhunveshwar Kumar's
heroics with the ball. The veteran seamer
dismissed Royals' Rovman Powell on the
last ball of the over to help his side secure a
victory in the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2024 match on Thursday. As the victory
brought an end to the Sunrisers' 2-game
losing streak, the franchise's owner Kavya
Maran, couldn't hide her delight in the
stands. As the cameras focused on Maran,
she could be seen jumping with joy,
celebrating her team's victory against the
table-toppers.

Bhuvneshwar was the Player of the Match for
SRH, producing figures of 3/41 while
picking three extremely important wickets
for his side. The Hyderabad franchise,
which remains in a tight battle for a spot in
the playoffs, will truly be relieved with the
win, and the importance of the result can be
understood by looking at Maran's reaction.

The victory, which was Sunrisers' 6th in 10
matches, takes them a place above 5-time
champions Chennai Super Kings to the 5th
spotin the points table.

Bhuvneshwar, when asked about the thought
process behind his final over approach, said
he was only focussing on delivering two
good balls."I think that's my nature, I wasn't
thinking much about the result in the last
over. There was no discussion in the last
over, was just focussed on the process. Was
thinking just about bowling two good balls,
anything could have happened.

"You Weren't Batting With
Mustafizur": MS Dhoni Faces
Heat Over On-Field Act

Sports Desk. MS Dhoni faced a bit of
criticism after he denied Daryl Mitchell a
single during the final over of Chennai Super
Kings' innings during the IPL 2024 match
against Punjab Kings on Wednesday. On the
third ball of the final over, Dhoni played the
ball towards extra cover and Mitchell
quickly went for a run. However, Dhoni was
not interested and Mitchell ended up
'completing' two runs by the time the fielder
picked the ball up and threw it back. While
Dhoni did hit a mammoth six just two balls
later, former
India cricketer
Aakash Chopra
was not happy
with Dhoni not
giving an
explosive batter
like Mitchell the
strike.

"In the end, Dhoni
even refused to take a single. It's fine but
Daryl Mitchell is Daryl Mitchell. You were
not batting with Mustafizur, no disrespect,
but he refused. He hit a six but the runs were
never going to be enough, and that's exactly
how it panned out," said Chopra on his
YouTube channel.

Coming to the match, Punjab Kings kept their
IPL 2024 playoff dreams alive with a big
seven-wicket victory over Chennai Super
Kings.CSK skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad said
that they were "50-60 run short" in the
encounter.

Sunil Gavaskar's "Karma" Remark

After Umpiring Controversy In SRH
vs RR Clash

Sports Desk.SunRisers Hyderabad on
Thursday held their nerve till the end to
register a 1-run win over Rajasthan Royals in
the IPL 2024. RR needed 133 off the last six
balls but fell short by just 1 run with Rovman
Powell getting LBW off the last ball by
Bhuvneshwar Kumar. SRH batted first and
put up 201/3 in 20 overs while RR managed
200/7. The match also saw a controversial
moment, which had the usually calm Kumar

Sangakkara

get into an

animated
chat with the
umpire. It
happened in
the 15th over
as with

Avesh Khan

bowling to

Travis Head.

Against a
fullish delivery outside off, Head shuffled
across and chased the ball. He lost balance in
the process. Samson threw the ball in the
stumps' direction. Replays showed that it
was ambiguous, though the TV umpire
Rohan Pandit gave it not out.

Irfan Pathan called the decision "horrible".
"Horrible decision again from their umpire.
There were two more frames to see. Head's
bat was in the air," he wrote on x.On the next
ball however, Head got bowled. "That is
called Karma. Karma strikes," said Sunil
Gavaskar on air during commentary.

"Thought We Would Lose Or Tie": SRH Star's
Honest Admission On Last-Ball Thriller vs RR

«The all-rounder also said that
the victory is important,
following their losses to Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) and
Chennai Super Kings (CSK).

—

Hyderabad (Telangana) .

Following his side's one-run win over
Rajasthan Royals (RR), Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) all-rounder Nitish
Kumar Reddy said that when he realised
that Bhuvneshwar Kumar was defending 13
runs in the final over, he got the confidence
that the veteran pacer could pull off a
match-winning performance. Vintage
Bhuvneshwar was at works at powerplay
and death as the veteran ended with three
wickets and maintained his nerves to
defend 13 runs in the final over, trapping a
dangerous Rovman Powell Ibw on the final
ball to leave RR one-run short ofa victory at
Hyderabad on Friday.Following the game,
Nitish said during the post-match press

conference, "l was looking at who was
going to bowl. When I saw that
Bhuvneshwar was going to bowl, I got
that confidence that he was going to
pull it off. During his prime, he had
done it so many times. I did not think
we were going to win, I thought either
we'd lose or tie. But that last-ball |
wicket, I felt so happy."
Nitish said that his role is to rebuild the
innings following quick wickets and
take the innings to 13th and 14th over
without any further loss of wickets so
that Heinrich Klaasen and Abdul Samad
can come later and smash from ball one.

"From the last two matches, we are losing
quick wickets and [ have to go. My role is to
carry on till the 13th and 14th over so that
Klaasen gets a license to bang. There is no
point that Klaasen and Samad are coming
early, but not getting to score freely," said
Nitish.

Nitish smashed RR spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal for two fours and two sixes in the
13th over and said that he backed himself to
attack the veteran spinner.The all-rounder
also said that the victory is important,
following their losses to Royal Challengers

MR AngelOne

L | RuPay»

., I

uv1lciocie

TATA

i ! T “
RuPayy OF ‘cnci el A AngelOne

Bengaluru (RCB) and Chennai Super Kings
(CSK). "Beating RR will boost our
confidence, they are at the top of the points
table," he concluded.

Coming to the match, SRH opted to bat first
after winning the toss. After a slow start,
opener Travis Head (58 in 44 balls, with six
fours and three sixes) and all-rounder Nitish
Reddy injected some momentum into the
innings with a 96-run third-wicket
partnership. Towards the back end of the
innings, Nitish, who made an unbeaten 76*

Riyan Parag hopes to finish games for RR after
dramatic SRH loss: Not in my best form

New Delhi. Young all-rounder Riyan Parag,
who has had a breakout IPL 2024 with the
franchise, said he is not in his best form
since he could not finish the game against
SRH as RR suffered a dramatic one-run loss
in the IPL 2024 match. Parag continued his
golden run with the bat with a stellar 77-run
knock but could not help his side get over
the line in the last-over thriller in
Hyderabad. Nitish Reddy's unbeaten 76 and
Travis Head's quickfire 58 propelled
Hyderabad to 201/3, with Heinrich
Klassen's blistering 42 off 19 balls adding to
the onslaught. Despite an early setback with
Bhuvneshwar Kumar dismissing Jos
Buttler and Sanju Samson for ducks, the
Royals fought back with Yashasvi Jaiswal's
67 and Riyan Parag's 77, forging a crucial
134-run partnership. However, a late surge
by Shimron Hetmyer was not enough as
Sunrisers clinched victory, halting their
two-game losing streak and climbing to
fourth place with 12 points, while Rajasthan
maintained their lead at the top with 16
points.After enduring years of criticism for
his underperformance lower down the

batting order, Riyan Parag has found a new
lease of life batting at number four, a
position he favors and excels in domestic
cricket. In 10 matches, he has amassed 409
runs in nine innings at an impressive
average of 58.42 and a blistering strike rate
of 159.84, including four half-centuries.
His unbeaten 84 remains his highest score
inthisrole. "I got a lot of areas to improve. I

am not in my best form, I would have
finished the game otherwise. I got a lot
of areas to perfect. I try to learn from my
mistakes and not repeat them. Is it my
best innings? No. [ would say that if T get
a hundred," Parag said during the post-
match press conference.After enduring
years of criticism for his
underperformance lower down the
batting order, Riyan Parag has found a
new lease of life batting at number four,
a position he favors and excels in
domestic cricket. In 10 matches, he has
amassed 409 runs in nine innings at an
impressive average of 58.42 and a
blistering strike rate of 159.84,
including four half-centuries. His
unbeaten 84 remains his highest score in
this role. "I got a lot of areas to improve. I
am not in my best form, I would have
finished the game otherwise. I got a lot of
areas to perfect. I try to learn from my
mistakes and not repeat them. Is it my best
innings? No. I would say that if I get a
hundred," Parag said during the post-match
press conference.

Rohit Sharma Finally Breaks Long Silence On Losing
Mumbai Indians Captaincy To Hardik Pandya

Rohit Sharma reflected on a whirlwind last few months during which he lost his IPL captaincy

to Hardik Pandya before finding him as his deputy for next month's T20 World Cup.

New Delhi."Not everything goes your way,"
acknowledged Rohit Sharma on Thursday
as he reflected on a whirlwind last few
months during which he lost his IPL
captaincy to Hardik Pandya before finding
him as his deputy for next month's T20
World Cup. One of India's most admired
cricketers, Rohit's removal as captain of
Mumbai Indians surprised many in the
fraternity and was a bitter pill to swallow
for his legion of fans, many of whom also
booed Hardik while he led the team out in
the first few matches this IPL season.

"See, it is part of life. Not everything will go
your way. It has been a great experience,"
the Indian skipper said during a media
interaction where he was asked about his
experience of playing under Pandya in the
ongoing Indian Premier League.

There has been a lot of conjecture about
Rohit's relationship with Pandya and how
Mumbai Indians as a franchise handled the

leadership issue, which many believe
wasn't done in the best way, especially
when it involved someone who has led the
franchise to five IPL title triumphs.

Rohit is a tough cookie and the genial
exterior concealed his real feelings as he

said that playing under Pandya is no
different from playing under any other
captain."Before (also), I have not been
captain and I have played under a lot of
captains. It is no different or new to me,"
said Rohit, who has played under
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Virender Sehwag
and Virat Kohli for India apart from being
led by Adam Gilchrist, Harbhajan Singh
and Ricky Ponting in franchise cricket.The
37-year-old received his share of flak for
not scoring enough runs with the willow
during the previous three seasons but he
looked a different deal altogether in the
17th edition of the tournament."Whatever
is there and you go by it and then try and do
what is required from you as a player. |
have only tried to do that in the last one
month or so," Rohit doused any fire that the
question would have ignited. India captain
Rohit has scored 314 runs in 10 innings of
IPL 2024 so far.

in 42 balls, with three fours and eight
sixes, got fine support from Heinrich
Klaasen, who overcame a brief slump
in form to make an unbeaten 42 in 19
balls, with three fours and three sixes to
guide SRH to 201/3 in their 20 overs.
Avesh Khan (2/39) and Sandeep Sharma
(1/31) were among the wickets for RR.
In the run-chase, RR lost two quick
wickets for just one run. Youngsters

4 Yashasvi Jaiswal (67 in 40 balls, with

seven fours and two sixes) and Riyan
Parag (77 in 49 balls, with eight fours
and four sixes) brought RR into the
game with a 133-run third-wicket
partnership. Towards the end, Rovman
Powell (27 in 15 balls, with three fours and
a six) almost won it for his side, but was
trapped lbw on the last ball with two runs
needed. SRH secured a last-ball one-run
win.Bhuvneshwar Kumar (3/41) was the
pick of the bowlers for SRH and got the
'Player of the Match' award. Skipper Pat
Cummins and T Natrajan also secured two
wickets. RR is at the top with eight wins and
two losses, giving them 16 points. SRH is in
the fourth spot, with six wins and four
losses, giving them 12 points.

Pat Cummins in awe of
Bhuvneshwar after pacer
stars in SRH's dramatic
win over RR

New Delhi. SRH captain Pat Cummins was in

awe of Bhuvneshwar Kumar after the
veteran Indian pacer bowled a sensational
final over to help Hyderabad pull off a one-
run win over RR in a last-over IPL 2024
thriller. Needing two to win off the last
delivery, Bhuvneshwar (3/41) trapped
Rovman Powell (27) with a full toss to leave
RR stranded at 200 for seven while chasing a
target of 202. In a heartfelt Instagram post,
Cummins lauded Bhuvneshwar Kumar's
resilience and skill, emphasizing their
partnership's pivotal role in securing a
remarkable victory. "Love playing alongside
this bloke! Brilliant fight back with bat and
ball to chalk up a brilliant win," Pat
Cummins captioned his picture with
Bhuvneshwar Kumar on Instagram.avSRH
captain Pat Cummins was a happy man after
his team managed to snap a two-game losing
streak. "It was an amazing game. That's T20
cricket. Anything can happen, Bhuvi
executed that last ball. You try to take some
wickets in the middle. Natarajan is a good
yorker bowler, fortunately we got some
wickets,"said the Australian pacer , who
bowled a superb 19th over conceding just 7
runs. "We played some games here, thought
200 could have been chased down. He
(Nitish Reddy) sums up the conditions pretty
well, he's amazing, great in the field, gives
some overs with the ball as well," Cummins
added.Hyderabad embarked on a dream start
with Bhuvneshwar Kumar dealing two
significant blows in the very first over,
setting the tone for an electrifying contest.
However, despite their early success,
Hyderabad encountered a few hiccups in the
field, with missed catching opportunities
proving to be costly. As momentum shifted,
the bowlers allowed the opposition to
regroup and establish a formidable
partnership, reigniting the pressure on
Hyderabad.Yet, displaying resilience, the
bowlers managed to disrupt the partnership
and tighten their lines, securing crucial
wickets that swung the game back in their
favour, much to the delight of the roaring
crowd. In a nail-biting climax, it was the
remarkable efforts of Pat Cummins and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar who delivered under
immense pressure, defending a mere 20 runs
in the final two overs. Their spirited
performance not only secured a thrilling
victory propelling Hyderabad to the fourth
position on the points table but also brought
an end to their losing streak, showcasing
their determination and fighting spirit till the
very end.

Diego Maradona's children call for moving
body to mausoleum for safety and tribute

«Diego Maradona's children filed a
request with the Argentine Courts on
Thursday to move the former football
great's body "to a much safer place"
and for fans "to pay tribute" in a
mausoleum.

Buenos Aires. Children of the late football star
Diego Maradona have asked a court in
Argentina to authorize the transfer of his
body from the private cemetery where he is
buried to a mausoleum under construction in
Buenos Aires to allow fans from around the
world to pay tribute to him. They made the

request to a court in San Isidro in a
letter quoted on Thursday by local
media in which they indicated that it
comes from “all the heirs” of the
soccer star, who died in 2020.

The mausoleum called “Memorial del
Diez" under construction in the
capital’s neighborhood of Puerto
Madero is “a much safer place than the
current one ... so that all the Argentine
people and citizens of the world can
pay tribute to who was the greatest

Argentine idol," read the letter. | (4

Maradona, who led Argentina to the
World Cup title in 1986, is buried in
the Jard-n de Bella Vista, a private
cemetery in the town of San Miguel
about 50 kilometers northwest of

Buenos Aires. Puerto Madero, near the R-o

capital with restaurants and bars that are

frequented by tourists.
de La Plata, is a bustling neighborhood in the Court approval is needed because of an

ongoing criminal case against eight medical

workers who were involved in
Maradona's care before his
death. In their request,
Maradona’s children indicated
that the pertinent examinations
have been carried out on the
body and requested the transfer
with sufficient conditions of
“security and
confidentiality.”Last Oct. 30,
the day Maradona would have
turned 63, his children
announced the construction of
the memorial in his honor after
signing an agreement with the
national authorities, Buenos
Aires and the Puerto Madero
corporation, which gave up a
space free of charge. Maradona played in
four World Cups from 1982 to 1994, and was
the coach ofthe national team in 2010.
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Rashmika ,

Mandanna .

Hides Her Face While Clicking Sun-kissed
Selfies, Says ‘Feel Super Duper Shy’

A

ashmika Mandanna is undoubtedly one of the most loved
celebrities in Tinsel Town. The actress has a different sense of
harm, wit, and sensibility and also enjoys a massive fan

following. She often posts fun moments, selfies, and videos of herself
on her social media handle, which go viral in no time. However, the
actress recently revealed that she is a camera-shy person.Rashmika
took to her Instagram handle to share a bunch of sun-kissed selfies
and wrote, “When you know you have good light on you, but taking
selfies makes you feel super duper shy. ??.” In the photos, while
Rashmika looked cute, she almost hid her face in every pose. She
donned ablack-T shirt and flaunted her no-make up glow.

Rashmika Mandanna is undoubtedly one of the most loved celebrities
in Tinsel Town. The actress has a different sense of charm, wit, and
sensibility and also enjoys a massive fan following.With rich
content-driven and commercial films to her credit, Rashmika
Mandanna has come a long way. Having proved her mettle both in
Bollywood and in South Industry, the actress enjoys a massive fan
following.On the work front, she is currently basking on the =
success of her recently released film Animal. The actress shared
screen space with Ranbir Kapoor for the same. Helmed by =
Sandeep Reddy Vanga, the film turned out to be a blockbuster at f.;-, .
the box office.The actress will next be seen in Pushpa 2: The
Rule. The film will feature Allu Arjun and Fahad Faasil in
prominent roles. Recently, the actress spoke about the film and gave
some insight into her character in the sequel.

In an interview with Pinkvilla, she shared, “It starts feeling like home.

Like, when you finish one film, and towards the end of the film you

get really connected with the cast and crew, right, so when you

have the part 2 coming, again you’re like, ‘Hey, what’s up!?’

and you just, sort of like, it’s party time.” Speaking about

her character, Rashmika said that now her character is

Pushpa’s wife. She mentioned that the sequel will have

a “lot more masala” and will have more drama and

conflicts.The makers recently released the first song

from the film. Titled ‘Pushpa Pushpa’, the song turned

out to be a massive hit. Pushpa 2: The Rule is slated to

release on August 15,2024. l

onali Bendr

Opens Up About Her Link-up Rumours With Co-
stars: 'We Were Not Even Asked'

! I \wo years after making her digital debut with The Broken News, Sonali Bendre is returning to reprise her

character as Amina, a credible journalist who believes and champions ethical journalism, in the second
season of the show. The Zee5 series tackles the conflict between ethical and sensational news and its
second season explores the consequences of how truth often gets sensationalised to grab eyeballs.Sonali, who
began her acting journey with Aag in 1994, has also often been a victim of yellow journalism and tabloid
culture. In an exclusive chat with News18 Showsha, she shares she has often been linked up with her male
contemporaries back in the day and opens up on how that ended up making headlines.She tells us, “Gossips and
newsmakers jumping to conclusions — be it about who you’re seeing or the affairs you’re having or even the
fights you’re having with your co-stars — come under the gamut of ‘where did that come from?’ And most of the /
time, such things that were written about me weren’t true at 4
all.”While she believes thatit’s a trend that is prevalenteven ("
today, in the nineties, producers used to intentionally sell off
such rumours to the newsmakers to increase the buzz
surrounding their films. “These days, actors are at least
asked if they would want link-up rumours with their co-stars
to be floated around. During my time, we weren’t even
asked and those gossips would just be out there to promote | ¥,
the film and the actors had no choice.”The ‘Hum Saath .
Saath Hain’ actor further adds, “There was a motive to link -
the lead pair up just to be in news. Itne shiddat ke saath yeh ¥
karte the ki I think they (such gimmicks) may have worked.:
But I found these things to be really strange.” For the §
unversed, Sonali was linked with Suniel Shetty in the *90s. #
Sonali agrees that ‘perception building is important” in show
business but she was told to manufacture a narrative about
coming from a financially strong background to fit into the prototype of a film actor. “To what extent is one
comfortable about building a perception is the question. Today, curating a rags to riches story for an actor is
working. At my time, they told me to not give out the fact that I came from a middle-class family,” she
reveals. Though she was against lying about herself, her peers often had to succumb to these exercises. “We
were supposed to say that we come from a rich background. But I’ve always maintained since the very
beginning that I belong to a middle-class family because I thought it was obvious. I wasn’t comfortable lying
but I know that a lot of colleagues did do that. But what happens is that when you give out fake stories, you get
caughtup in them. And the moment there’s a lie, people go about finding the truth,” Sonali says. .

Aditya Roy Kapur Poses With Kartik
Aaryan Amid Ananya Panday Break
Up Rumours, See Pic

ditya Roy Kapur and Kartik Aaryan

were seen posing together at an event on

Thursday night. The duo’s picture
comes amid reports that Aditya and Ananya
have broken up. Coincidentally, it is said that
Ananya dated Kartik for a brief period.In the
photo shared by Bollywood Hungama, Aditya
and Kartik were seen suited up for the awards
show. Coincidentally, both the actors were seen
twinning in blue. The duo posed with director
Kabir Khan. The filmmaker is currently
making the movie Chandu Champion with
Kartik. The photo soon found its way on Reddit
and X. Check out the picture below:

Ananya was also present at the event but was
seated on another table. She was seen posing
with Heeramandi star Aditi Rao Hydari in a
picture from the night. See the photo below:

Last month, Ananya Panday took the internet by
storm with her cryptic post. Ananya on
Monday took to her Instagram handle to share a
quote which led to speculations about her
alleged breakup with her rumoured boyfriend,
Aditya.

If it is truly meant for you, it will come it will
leave only for the back to your sake of teaching
you the lessons you could only learn for you,
On your own. If it is truly meant if you’ve
pushed it in denial, even if you you’re in denial,
so beautiful could never be it will return even
away, even if you’re assume something truly
yours — because if it’s truly meant for you, it is
never not a piece of you. It is never not
intricately tied into the depths of your soul,”
read the quote shared by Ananya on her handle.
She captioned it as “Monday Manifesting”
alongside a thank you, an evil eye and a blue
butterfly emoji.Ananya’s post left fans
wondering if all was not well between her and
Aditya.

The Broken News 2 Review:

Jaideep Ahlawat And Sonali

Bendre in Top Form; Shriya
Pilgaonkar Shines

of Indian journalism, where the rivalry

between Awaaz Bharati and Josh 24/7
mirrors the battle between ethics and
sensationalism. Amina Qureshi (Sonali
Bendre) and Dipankar Sanyal (Jaideep
Ahlawat) lead their respective channels, and the
series navigates the murky depths of truth and
manipulation. Season 2 starts with Radha
Bharghava (Shriya Pilgaonkar) being dubbed
anti-national and a terrorist as she grapples to
deal with the consequences of trying to expose
the truth about Operation Umbrella — a corrupt
business deal between a cooperate and the state
government. The deal, Radha unearths, will be
used to monitor people’s conversations and
record them without their knowledge.

Led by the steadfast Amina and the ruthless
Dipankar — Awaaz and Josh — offer a gripping
backdrop for the complex lives and
relationships within a newsroom. Sonali shines
as Amina, especially portraying her nuanced
relationship with colleague and friend, Radha
Bhargava, with finesse. Moments where her
morals and ethics come in between TRPs and
standing up for friends, stand out. There are
scenes in which Sonali conveys a lot, merely
through her eyes. Jaideep Ahlawat delivers a
standout performance as Dipankar Sanyal, yet
again, seamlessly oscillating between his
character’s dual personas — that of a
manipulative anchor and a loving father caught
in a dysfunctional marriage. As the series
progresses, more sides to Dipankar’s
personality come to the fore, taking viewers by
surprise. Jaideep pours his soul into the
character, effortlessly portraying the varied
emotions that Dipankar goes through as his
moral compass flickers.

! I Yhe Broken News 2 plunges into the abyss

The series also stands out in its portrayal of the

moral dilemmas faced by its characters,
particularly Radha, whose arc evokes
conflicting emotions of empathy and reproach
in the viewers. Shriya’s portrayal of one who
has been wronged by the system, is poignant
and powerful and, without a shadow of doubt,
the emotional core of the show. Props to the
writers for scenes written well, with keen
attention to details.
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