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India gearing up for a leap
in auto exports

ELECTRONIC goods, led by mobile phones,
became a surprise leader in India’s exports last
year. The automobile industry is now looking
to spring a similar surprise by becoming a
rising star in the export basket. It is gearing up
to become a global hub of supply to the world.
It may not be as dramatic arise as in the case of
mobile phones, but it seems that auto majors
are finally viewing India as a viable base for
exports. Till recently, investments in projects
in this sector have been made largely with a
view to tapping the enormous domestic
market. This despite strenuous efforts made
over the years to spur multinationals to make
this country a base for supplying components
and finished automobiles to the world.

The insistence on maintaining global standards
is not just essential for consumers’ safety, but
it also makes products acceptable in world
markets.As per recent reports, leading
Japanese manufacturers like Honda, Toyota
and Suzuki are keen to supply India-made cars
to even their home market. Such a unique
development is akin to Indian subsidiaries of
Swiss companies sending watches to
Switzerland. The move speaks volumes about
the improved quality and competitiveness of
Indian passenger cars as the standards for
imports are reputed to be extremely high in
Japan.Some car models are now being made
exclusively here and exported both to Japan
and Southeast Asia. These are the same
manufacturers who were wary of investing in
this country in the 1980s, when Suzuki took
the plunge and set up a joint venture with the
Indian government. Osamu Suzuki was
considered a maverick of the Japanese auto
ecosystem for having taken this decision in a
risky, untried market. Honda and Toyota as
well as US and European manufacturers made
investments over a decade later. It took them
many years to overcome reservations about
dealing with bureaucratic complexities and
intricate regulations in India.South Korean
manufacturers like Hyundai were quick off the
blocks and entered the Indian market in 1996.
This is probably why their marketing and
distribution systems are able to match those of
Suzuki. Both joint venture Maruti Suzuki and
Hyundai have been the market leaders for
many years now. As far as car exports are
concerned, they remain the bigger players as
well. Yet, the total passenger car export
volumes are still not enough to bring India on
the list of the top 10 global exporters.

Even now, it will be a Herculean task for car
exports to reach the level of top suppliers like
China and Germany. In fact, the entire
automobile sector, including commercial
vehicles, two-wheelers and three-wheelers,
recorded a dip in exports during 2023. The
only segment showing an upswing was
passenger cars, which rose by about 6 per cent.
The rise in this segment is being attributed to

Many parents in India are keen to see

An important question is: Are we

Need to restructure entrance exam for civil services

A large number of exam attempts are only benefiting the coaching industry, wasting the resources of the UPSC and also taking a heavy toll on the candidates.

THE results of the annual civil services examinations,

conducted by the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC), were declared recently. For the past few
years, the exam methodology, its efficacy to select
the best, and the brutal competition among the
aspirants have become subjects of debate. The civil
services need the best human resources. The UPSC
has a system in place to select the best candidates.
However, are they really the most suitable? A closer
examination of the system reveals that the present

performance every year for the simple reason that
they have been reading the study material under the
same syllabus, with only a little variation in current
affairs. So, in the end, we may select a very hard-
working and perseverant civil servant, but he may
not be the brightest or an original thinker. The high
number of attempts allowed are partly due to
political reasons and partly due to lobbying by the
coaching industry, whose turnover runs into
thousands of crores of rupees.

system has led to some unintended consequences, The examination has three stages: preliminary, mains

especially for those candidates who
donot makeit.

their children enter the civil services. =
The selection process is extremely
tough. This year, only one applicant @
out of almost 1,300 made the cut.
Since some candidates who apply do
not appear in the exams, the actual
success rate is roughly one out of 700-
800. Despite the heavy odds, aspirants
continue to appear in the exams year
after year. Unfortunately, a significant
number of them end up frustrated.

selecting the best? A candidate in the
general category is allowed six
attempts, backward castes candidates
can make nine attempts and for Scheduled Castes,
there is no limit on the number of attempts, though
there is the age limit of 37 years. It is almost a thumb
rule of any competitive examination that if a
candidate is allowed to make repeated attempts, his
or her performance in the written exam keeps
improving with every attempt. The interview is a
more complex affair. The performance in the
interview normally does not improve as much with
successive attempts because it demands greater
originality of ideas and expression from the
candidate. The weightage for the written test is
about 87 per cent. The interview weightage is only
around 13 per cent. Those clearing the examination
in the fourth to sixth attempts generally make it as
they are able to score high in the written test. The
British, who started this examination in India,
allowed only two attempts. It was a decision based
on logic. When we allow more than two attempts,
the candidates keep improving their written exam

improvements in supply chains as well as the
easier availability of semiconductors, the key
component whose shortage had stalled
production over the past few years.

The slowdown in demand in other vehicle
categories is largely due to a faltering
economic revival in major export destinations.
Geopolitical conflicts, including the Ukraine
war, have hit emerging economies, which are
among the key markets for commercial
vehicles and two-wheelers. Consequent
foreign exchange constraints have apparently
hit purchasing abilities in these countries,
leading to a dip in exports.Passenger cars, on
the other hand, are being shipped to a variety
of countries/regions, including Mexico, West
Asia and North Africa. South Aftica is also
emerging as a market, especially for electric

WITH 877 incidents of farm fires reported across
Punjab since April 1, and 83 per cent of them in
just the first six days of May, immediate |
intervention is necessary to mitigate the adverse

environmental and public health impacts of

stubble burning in the region. A major cause of |
this annual problem is the altering agricultural
landscape, where the traditional practice of using
wheat stubble as cattle feed is waning. Instead, |
farmers are increasingly turning to summer and
spring maize, leaving wheat crop residue as a
burdensome byproduct. This shift underscores
the need for innovative solutions that align
agricultural practices with environmental
sustainability. Wheat stubble holds intrinsic
value as fodder and soil health enhancer.
Encouraging farmers to adopt alternative
methods of residue management, such as

vehicles (EVs), while Maruti Suzuki is
reported to be sending cars as far away as
South America.

enhance soil health as well as agricultural productivity in

and interview. A candidate in the general category
who takes six chances does it over a period of almost
eight to 10 years. In the reserved category, it may go
up to 15 years. On the face of'it, the odds may appear

Ultimately, the number of candidates getting
selected, whatever may be the category, remains the
same. A candidate may be very bright, but it is
extremely difficult for him to compete in his first
attempt with another candidate who has been
preparing for up to 8-10 years. So, we are being
unfair to the bright and also to the not-so-bright. It
stands to reason that the number of attempts be
reduced to two or maximum three. The reserved
category may be allowed one more attempt.

If the number of attempts are reduced, about 80 per

cent of the candidates selected will be the
same. About 20 per cent may change and
that change would be for the better, both
for the system and the candidates. A large
number of attempts is only benefiting the
coaching industry, wasting the resources
of the UPSC and also taking a heavy toll
on the candidates. Most of them end up
missing other bright career
opportunities.

to get a psychologist on its interview
panel, like in military interviews. It is a
problem to objectively quantify
psychology in terms of marks. A
psychologist may like to exercise the
veto; therefore, it is very difficult to
incorporate one in a government
selection system due to its legal implications. The
present interview panel, which consists of
experienced people, has stood the test of time. The
real problem is with the number of attempts.

same candidates appearing again and again. So, for
a persistent candidate, the real odds of making it are
around one out of 200 candidates. For the top three
services (IAS, IPS and IFS), it is about one out of
400-500. On the whole, the rejection rate is still
unacceptably high at around 99.5 per cent.
Unfortunately, it is not the candidate but the system
which we have designed for him that is responsible
for getting him sucked into it. The moot point is
should the candidates be allowed to continue
appearing for three to five years? The hapless
parents, too, realise this only after they have wasted
alot oftheir hard-earned money on coaching.

Allowing so many attempts, be it in the general or

reserved categories, really does not help.

Farm fires

Worrying spike in stubble burning in Punjab

the long term.
mulching or composting, can reduce air pollution and Meanwhile, with regard to paddy straw disposal by burning,

the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM)

Students lead struggle for reinvention of democracy

The stand taken by the heads of American universities has been demoralising.

THE police crackdown on university students has
again roiled the US. The student protests of 1969
were against the Vietnam War, and this time, they are
against the American backing of the Israeli war
machinery targeting Palestinians.Sadly, international
agencies for peace and the defence of human rights
remain moribund while a serious humanitarian crisis
unfolds in Gaza, with more than 14,000 children
killed. It is student activism that has drawn attention
to the brutality of the war. They have been closely
watching the massacre in Gaza and feel deeply
frustrated that their country and their university are
complicitin the ongoing genocide.

While the presidents of various colleges and
universities support the police force for the
maintenance of order and discipline, their moral
bankruptcy is apparent from their deafening silence
at the destruction of schools and universities across
Palestine. Their role in bringing the police to the
campus and repealing the age-old tradition of free
assembly or disregarding the legitimate and moral
aspect of the protest against genocide underscores
misgivings about moral progress and mutual
understanding.

Dissent and opposition to injustice underpin the
student protests and evoke the spirit of democracy in
an academic environment that has gradually become
subservient to the conservative far-right. Undeniably,
politics remains central to education. Education
believes in and inculcates public participation in the
affairs of the state — the mark of an egalitarian

swiftly resolved. Such a democratic environment
rekindles a new hope at every step, giving the youth
the stamina to take a peaceful position that is neither
easy nor expedient. But this is far from the reality the
world finds itselfin. The decline has been steady over
the years. Educational institutions across America,
rather than facilitating the procedures of defence
of fundamental rights and the promotion of a
civil society, have gradually become pawns in
the hands of right-wing ideologues. Citing anti-
Semitism or invoking the question of law and
order are lame excuses used to justify the [
crackdown on students. The dogmatic strain -
found in the reasoning resonates with the
dominance of the Jewish lobby in the US that t
ignores the call for the end of the Israeli
onslaught on the people of Palestine.lIt is a fact of
history that when governments fail to safeguard
the democratic rights of citizens, it is often the
students who become vigilant about the state’s
inadequacies or transgressions. As we have seen
in the last few days, the attempt to scuttle
dissidence and freedom of thought has grown in
its ferocity across universities in the US.
Nationwide alarm at the use of police force against
demonstrators calling for the end of the war in
Palestine and for divesting all links with companies
that support Israel reflects an adversarial stand
against the administration. A collective defence
against the brutality of war and terrorism in West Asia
has moral and intellectual legitimacy in a democracy.

society in which open debate and difference of We stand at a moment of crisis in world history when

opinion invite a vigorous presentation of opposing
viewpoints, enriching our understanding of the
challenges we face or the meaningless wars we fight.
In any civil society, educational institutions are sites
where complaints are freely heard, considered and

the free citizens of the world are livid at the return of
McCarthyism, which uses the ‘malaise’ of

communism to smudge critical education, university
autonomy and public intervention in the policy
decisions of a power-hungry state. Persecution and

muzzling of the human spirit through the advocacy of
irrevocably established stubborn thinking and
institutionalised hegemonies amounts to the
abrogation of social and moral obligations to the
principles of a meaningful conversation.

Student activism in the US, as seen since the days of

protests against the Vietnam War, apartheid in South
Africa or the Iraq War, becomes vital for resistance to
political structures that take a stand against the
freedom of expression and refuse to recognise basic
human rights. The killing of innocent children and
women in Gaza underscores the fragility of the notion
of justice and respect for human life. Such a
regressive milieu deepens the sense of estrangement
and distrust between the students and the state with its
deceitful politics, its civil aggression, the rampant
academic repression or the pervasive acts of war. The
student agitations compel us to revisit centres of
higher learning where diverse interests and opinions

allowed in the examination. There are two optional
papers with a weightage of as much as 500 marks
out of a total of 1,750. The optional subjects have
little useful outcome in selection. It is also very
tough for any examination body to deal with this
complication in its assessment. The Punjab Public
Service Commission (PPSC) has done away with
the optional subjects. This has helped the PPSC
reduce the load on the candidates and also enabled
more objective assessment due to a level playing
field.A high number of aspirants for the civil
services is a good sign. We need to ensure that they
do not get mired down in this process. Let this
examination not become an unintended trap for the
candidates, messing up their lives.

recently issued directives to Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh to implement revised action
plans and aim to eliminate the noxious practice
this year. Notably, in view of the efficacy of
Haryana’s strategies for a reduction in stubble
burning last year, the CAQM had
recommended their implementation in Punjab.
Central to Haryana’s success was the provision
of financial incentives to farmers, along with
the deployment of flying squads by the Central
Pollution Control Board for on-ground
monitoring of enforcement measures.

While such steps are crucial for ensuring cleaner
air the whole year round, their effectiveness
hinges on robust implementation and support
mechanisms at the grassroots level. Giving
farmers access to affordable machinery for
residue management, coupled with incentives

for adopting sustainable practices, can spur compliance

and foster a culture of environmental stewardship.

underwrite a robust critical conversation. Let it be
clear that institutions of higher education cannot be
turned into programming centres where critical
thinking and revolutionary pedagogies are scoffed at.

And though there is a lot of rage to go around, we also

share hope for a better world and a commitment to
bringing it into existence through those who
dream, act and think deeply to subvert any kind of
state control underpinned by violence and the
manufacturing of fear. The voices of the students
have begun to resound and reinforce each other in
unison in the emancipatory struggle for the
reinvention of democracy and its beleaguered
educational institutions. The motivation is to
oppose the tyranny of the state and spread the
message that education must not be painted as a
site of radical ideology out to overthrow social
norms, community and national unity. The public
must believe in the fact that, though
demonstrations and strikes have always been put
down, they nevertheless advance the cause of
progressive movements. It is the power of the
people to act and stand up before the state
apparatus.

Understandably, interrogating power is fundamentally
unsettling. Administrators across American
campuses must understand that if there is a
breakdown of communication between them and the
students, the blame lies with the establishment’s
inadequacy in engaging in a discussion across the
table on the relevant issues. Bureaucratic high-
handedness or intimidation tactics of thought-
policing higher education will never work. The stand
taken by the heads of American universities has been
demoralising, especially because of the botch-up by
the establishment to integrate ‘student idealism’ as
well as activism into university policies.
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Google wallet debuts in India:
Here's how to use it

New Delhi Google has launched its digital wallet in
India, called 'Google Wallet', which allows users access
to essential everyday utility services.Users can access it
on their Android smartphones after downloading it
from the Play Store. However, it's important to note that
Google Wallet and Google Pay are different
applications with different purposes.

What is Google Wallet?Google Wallet is a digital
platform on Android devices that provides access to
essential everyday items such as flight boarding passes,
cinema and event tickets, bus tickets, brand loyalty
cards, important credentials, and more.With Google
Wallet, you can now have a single, organized
destination for fast, secure access to your everyday
essentials — boarding passes, loyalty cards, event
tickets, public transport tickets, gift cards, and more,
making them easily accessible when you need them,"
said Google in a press release.

Google has collaborated with 20 leading Indian brands to
enable various functionalities within Google Wallet.
Some of these partners include PVR & INOX, Air
India, Indigo, Flipkart, Pine Labs, Hyderabad Metro,
Kochi Metro, VRL Travels, Abhibus, Dominos, and
Shoppers Stop. Google plans to add more partners in the
coming months.

Key features of Google Wallet:

Movie or Event Tickets: Users can add and store movie
and event tickets for convenient access.

Flight Boarding Passes: Access and store flight boarding
passes. For Google Pixel smartphone users, boarding
passes can be added via screenshot by tapping the "Add
to Google Wallet" button.

Brand Loyalty or Gift Cards: Store digital copies of
loyalty and gift cards from various brands.

Public Transit Tickets: Metro and bus tickets can be
stored and accessed via the wallet.

Corporate Badge: Selected corporate identity cards can
be stored and presented as needed.

Digitalisation of Physical Documents: Generate new
passes from images containing barcodes or QR codes,
such as airline boarding passes or parking receipts.

Sensex, Nifty open lower, L&T
shares drop 5%

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock indices opened lower
on Thursday with increased volatility dampening
investor sentiment.

The S&P BSE Sensex declined by 0.48% to 73,110, while
the NSE Nifty50 dropped 0.46% to 22,200 as of 10:18
AM.L&T shares fell by 5.6% in early trading and were
poised to be the top percentage loser on Nifty50 due to a
forecast of low revenue growth.The volatility index
increased by 3.36% to 17.66, marking its eleventh
consecutive session of gains, driven by foreign selling
amid uncertainty over Lok Sabha election outcomes,
which continued to unsettle investors.

Infrastructure stocks fell by close to 1%. Auto stocks
increased by 2.2%, helped by Hero MotoCorp's
sustained growth following its fourth-quarter profit
exceeding estimates.

Automobile focused stocks were the top gainers on
NIfty50.ero MotoCorp, which announced its results
just before Wednesday's close, surged by 6% during the
day, building on a 3% increase from the previous
session.Bank of Baroda witnessed a 2.1% rise after the
central bank removed restrictions on the lender's mobile
application.Divi's laboratories, Tata Consumer
Products, Coal India, and ONGC were the top losers on
NIfty50.Small-cap stocks and mid-cap stocks declined
by 0.5% and 0.3%, respectively

SBI's net income soars 24%
to Rs 20,698 crore

For the full fiscal, the bank logged in a

hefty Rs 61,077 crore of profit after taxes,

which was a growth of 21.6 per cent from

the previous fiscal.

MUMBAL: The nation’s largest lender State Bank on
Thursday reported 24 per cent jump in net income at
Rs 20,698 crore in the final quarter of the past fiscal

ending March driven by better asset quality and
higher loan demand.For the full fiscal, the bank

logged in a hefty Rs 61,077 crore of profit after
taxes, which was a growth of 21.6 per cent from the
previous fiscal.The bottom line would have been
thicker by an additional Rs 7100 crore had it not
been for a one-time outgo on account of additional
earmarking for the wage hike that came to be
retrospectively effective from November 1,
2023.The key net interest margin declined
marginally to 3.28 per cent down by 9 bps over the
year ago period. Overall credit growth rose 15.24
percent led by domestic advances that clipped at
16.26 percent. The bank reported better asset
quality witn gross bad loans declining by 54 bps to
2.24 percent and the net dud loans improving by 10
bpsto 0.57 per cent.

Air India Express cancels 851l

Air India Express shared that
it will be operating 283
flights on Thursday with
support from Air India on 20
roufes.

New Delhi Tata Group-owned Air India
Express on Thursday announced the
cancellation of 85 flights, affecting nearly
20% of its daily scheduled flights amid a
shortage of cabin crew.The airline also
shared that it will be operating 283 flights
on Thursday with support from Air India
on 20 routes.

"We will be operating 283 flights today. We
have mobilised all resources and Air India
will support us by operating on 20 of our
routes. However, 85 of our flights stand
cancelled and we urge our guests booked
to fly with us to check if their flight is
affected by the disruption before heading
to the airport," said Air India Express in a
statement.This comes after the

termination of 30 crew
members who were
reportedly involved in mass
sick leave, causing ¥
disruptions in flight
operations.The airline has
informed passengers that if
their flight is cancelled or
delayed beyond three hours,
they may choose to receive a
full refund or reschedule to a
later date at no extra cost.ata
Group-owned Air India

-

Express has "terminated with
immediate effect" the
services of the 30 cabin crew members
who went on mass sick leave without
notice, which led to the cancellation of
over 100 flights since Tuesday night,
affecting around 15,000 passengers.

The airline has given an ultimatum to

remaining crew members who reported
sick to rejoin duty by 4 pm on Thursday or
face termination, reported news agency
PTI.Sources told India Today TV that the
30 crew members received the
termination notices on Wednesday
night.The sources added that Regional

Labour Commissioner Ashok Perumalla
has called on the airline management and
the protesting crew members for a
meeting today in Delhiat 2 pm.

In its termination notice emailed to the
concerned employees, the airline said the
move by the crew members "pointed to a
pre-mediated and concerted abstentation
from work without any justifiable
reason".It said that the mass sick leave
was not only in violation of the applicable
laws, but it also "violated the Air India
Express Limited Employees' Service
Rules as are applicable to you".Air India

ights amid crew shortage

Express CEO, Aloke Singh,
expressed regret over the
situation caused by a minority of
cabin crew members. Singh
further said that the majority of
the airline's crew remained
dedicated and committed to
serving passengers."This act is
certainly not representative of
the 2,000-odd cabin crew
colleagues in the company who
continue to respond to the call of
duty and serve our guests with
dedication and pride. I am
thankful to all who are standing
by the airline in this hour of crisis," Singh
said in a statement.The Ministry of Civil
Aviation has requested a detailed report
from Air India Express regarding the
flight cancellations and delays as per
media reports.They urged the airline to
resolve the issues promptly and ensure
that affected passengers receive
appropriate assistance in line with DGCA
regulations.The disruptions began on
Tuesday night, leading to flight
curtailments due to an unexpected crew
shortage.

Investors lose over Rs 2 lakh
crore as Sensex tanks 600 points

NEW DELHI: Investors saw more
than Rs 2 lakh crore vanish as both
the Sensex and Nifty fell during the
afternoon trading session.The
combined wealth of investors
shrank by Rs 2.19 lakh crore,
dropping to Rs 398.50 lakh crore
compared to the previous day's
valuation of Rs 400.69 lakh crore
on May 8.

Several stocks contribute to this
decline, with companies like L&T,
ITC, JSW Steel, Bajaj twins, IndusInd
Bank, and RIL leading the losses on the
Sensex, falling by up to 5% during the
afternoon session.The Sensex tanked
by 600 points to reach 72,866 amid
continuous selling by foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) on Dalal
Street throughout the month.

However, the losses were somewhat
contained as auto stocks managed to
limit the downturn. Similarly, the Nifty
also slipped by 180 points to 22,122,
reflecting the overall weak sentiment
among investors on Dalal Street.

During the trading session, 29 stocks hit

their 52-week lows on the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE), while 137
stocks reached their 52-week highs.

Among the total 3,731 stocks, only 1,158

were trading positively, whereas 2,413
were in the red, and 160 remained
unchanged.Except for the auto and IT
sectors, all BSE sectoral indices were in
red.Capital goods and oil and gas shares
suffered the most losses on Dalal Street
today, with the BSE capital goods index
plummeting by 1,231 points and the oil
and gas index dropping by 431

points.Auto shares made gains,
with the BSE auto index rising
by 740 points to 51,882.

As the market took a nosedive
during the afternoon, around
251 stocks hit their lower
circuit limits. However, 189
shares defied the negative
sentiment by reaching their
upper circuit limits on
BSE.The BSE midcap index
fell by 227 points to 41,304,
indicating weakness in the broader
market. Similarly, the small-cap stocks
index on also dropped by 367 points to
reach45,781.

Foreign institutional investors sold
equities worth Rs 6,669.10 crore on a
net basis on Wednesday, while
domestic investors bought shares
amounting to Rs 5,928.81 crore,
according to provisional data from the
National Stock Exchange (NSE).

Overall, FIIs have offloaded equities
worth Rs 15,863 crore over the last five
trading sessions in May.

Indegene IP() allotment: Step-hy-step guide to check status

NEW DELHI: The initial public offering
(IPO) of Indegene Limited closed for
public issue on Thursday,
receiving an overall
subscription of over 70
times.

The IPO received bids for
2,01,24,98,532 shares
against the offered
28,625,450 equity
shares.The PO saw an
overall subscription of
70.30 times. The retail
category saw a subscription
of 7.86 times, while the
Qualified Institutional
Buyers (QIB) category led
with 192.72 times, and the Non-
Institutional Investors (NII) category
reached 55.91 times subscription.The
price range for the IPO was set between
Rs 430-452 per share.Final allotments

are expected to be completed by
Thursday, with the company aiming to

be listed on both the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) and the National
Stock Exchange (NSE) by May 13,
2024.

Investors keen to know their allotment

status can easily do so online. They can

visit either the Bombay Stock

Exchange (BSE) or Link

Intime India, the registrar to

the issue.The latest Grey

Market Premium (GMP) for

the Indegene IPO is Rs 294 as
ofMay9,2024,at9:30 AM.

Given the price band of Rs 452

for the IPO, the estimated

listing price for Indegene [PO

‘ would be Rs 746 (cap price +

- today's GMP). This

represents an expected

~ percentage gain of 65.04%

‘ per share.The book running

lead managers for the

Indegene IPO are Kotak Mahindra

Capital Company, Citigroup Global

Markets India, JP Morgan India, and

Nomura Financial Advisory and

Securities (India).

TCS CEO's salary will blow
your mind. Check how
much he earned in FY 24

New Delhi Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
CEO and Managing Director, K Krithivasan,
earned Rs 25.2 crore in the financial year 2024,
as detailed in the company's annual report filed
with the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) on
Thursday.

This figure is slightly lower than the Rs 29.16
crore earned by former CEO Rajesh Gopinathan
in the previous fiscal year (FY23).

Krithivasan's total remuneration includes
compensation for his full-year roles. He was
appointed as CEO & MD of TCS, from June 1,
2023 for a period of 5 years.He served as the
Global Head of Banking, Financial Services,
and Insurance (BFSI) from April 1, 2023, to
May 31, 2023, and then took on the position of
CEO and MD from June 1, 2023, to March 31,
2024 .eanwhile, N G Subramaniam, the Chief
Operating Officer (COO) and Executive
Director (ED) of TCS, received a total
compensation of Rs 26.1 crore in FY24.
Subramaniam, also known as NGS, is set to
retire from TCS this month.

Krithivasan praised Subramaniam's extensive
service to the company over four decades in a
recent letter to employees, highlighting his
contributions across various key roles.

“NGS has led the organisations across key roles
over four decades, providing immense selfless
and valuable service to the company. Many of
us, including myself, have benefitted from his
mentorship or have served in his team and the
units he nurtured”, said Krithivasan in a letter to
employees.In FY24, Subramaniam's
remuneration increased by 8.2%. Notably, the
ratio of his compensation to the median
remuneration of TCS employees stood at
346.2.Former CEO Rajesh Gopinathan, who
left TCS last year, received Rs 1 crore as
remuneration for part of the fiscal year.

In his letter to shareholders, TCS Chairman N
Chandrasekaran acknowledged the company's
achievement of annual revenues crossing Rs
240,893 crore.“Your company has crossed
annual revenues of Rs 240,893 crore, a growth
of 6.8%, over the previous year. With relentless
focus on operational excellence, this growth has
come at an industry-leading operating margin of
24.6%, an increase from 24.1% last year," said
TCS chairman N Chandrasekaran in a letter to
shareholders.He further said that the global
economic outlook appears to be better after a
period of recessionary concerns, high inflation,
and monetary tightening.“After two years of
recessionary fears, persistently high inflation,
and unprecedented monetary tightening, the
global macro-outlook looks relatively better
now with improving growth.

India surpasses Japan to become third
largest solar power generator in 2023

The Ember report said the
global solar generation in
2023 was more than six
times larger than in 2015,
the year when India ranked
ninth in solar energy

deployment.

NEW DELHI. Rapid solar energy
deployment in India pushed the country
past Japan to become the world's third-
largest solar power generator in 2023,
according to a new reportThe report by
global energy think tank Ember said India
ranked ninth in solar energy deployment
in 2015.Solar produced a record 5.5 per
cent of global electricity in 2023. In line
with the global trend, India generated 5.8
per cent of its electricity from solar last
year, as reported in Ember's "Global
Electricity Review".Ember's Asia

Programme director Aditya
Lolla said, "Increasing clean
electricity is not just for
reducing carbon emissions in
the power sector. It is also |
needed to meet the rising |
electricity demand in an
increasingly-electrified
economy and to decouple
economic growth from
emissions, which is crucial for
tackling climate change."Solar
maintained its status as the
world's fastest-growing
electricity source for the 19th
consecutive year, adding more than twice
as much new electricity worldwide as
coal in 2023.India saw the world's fourth-
largest increase in solar generation in
2023 (+18 terawatt hour or TWh), behind
China (+156 TWh), the United States
(+33 TWh) and Brazil (+22 TWh).
Together, the top four solar growth
countries accounted for 75 per cent of
growth in 2023.Ember said the global
solar generation in 2023 was more than
six times larger thanin 2015.

Solar's contribution to electricity
generation in India increased from 0.5 per
centin2015t0 5.8 percentin 2023.

According to the International Energy
Agency's (IEA) "Net Zero Emissions"
scenario, solar would increase to 22 per
cent of global electricity generation by
2030.With electricity generation
accounting for nearly half of India's
annual carbon dioxide emissions (1.18
gigatonnes in 2023), accelerating the
transition to cleaner generation sources is
imperative for the country to meet both its

developmental and climate
goals.

As part of its national plan to
fight climate change, India
has committed to achieving
50 per cent cumulative
electric power installed
capacity from non-fossil fuel-
based energy resources by
2030.At the United Nations'
COP28 climate change
conference in December last
year, world leaders arrived at
a historic agreement to triple
the global renewable energy

capacity by 2030.The IEA says tripling
the global RE capacity and doubling
energy efficiency are crucial to limiting
the average temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius, a political target set in
2015 to prevent further worsening of
climate impacts.India is one of the few
countries planning to triple renewable
capacity by 2030. According to Ember's
analysis, annual capacity additions need
to significantly increase for India to meet
this capacity target.
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No Evidence That India Behind Khalistan

Terrorist Murder Plot In US:

Moscow: Rubbishing the allegations by the US
on India for a foiled assassination plot against
pro-Khalistan radical Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, the Russian Foreign Ministry said
that Washington has not yet provided any
reliable evidence of the involvement of
Indian citizens in the case.

"According to the information we have,
Washington has not yet provided any reliable
evidence of the involvement of Indian
citizens in the preparation of the murder of a
certain GS Pannun. Speculation on this topic
in the absence of evidence is unacceptable,"
the official spokeswoman of the Russian
Foreign Ministry, Maria Zakharova said at a
briefing on Wednesday (local time).She said
that the US does not understand the national
mentality, as well as the historical context of
the development of the Indian state and it
disrespects India as a state.

Zakharova's remarks came in response to a
media query on Moscow's reaction to
accusations against an Indian official of a
foiled "assassination" plot, and the American
news publication 'The Washington Post'

stating that India is trying to do the same as
Russia and Saudi Arabia against its enemy.
""The Washington Post', it seems to me, should
use the term '"repressive regime" and
everything you quoted in relation to
Washington. It is difficult to imagine a more
repressive regime than Washington, both in
domestic and international affairs. Now
directly about your question," Zakharova
said, according to the readout of the briefing
released by the Russian Foreign
Ministry."Regular unfounded accusations by
the United States against New Delhi (we see
that they groundlessly accuse not only India
but also many other states) of violating
religious freedoms are a reflection of the
United States' misunderstanding of the
national mentality, the historical context of
the development of the Indian state and
disrespect for India as a state . [ am sure that
this also comes from the neocolonial
mentality, the mentality of the colonial
period, the period of the slave trade, and
imperialism," she said."This does not only
apply to India. The reason is the desire to

unbalance the internal political situation in
India in order to complicate the general
parliamentary elections taking place in the
country. Of course, this is part of interference
in India's internal affairs," she added.

Gurpatwant Singh Pannun is an India-
designated terrorist who holds American and
Canadian citizenship. Earlier in November,
the US Justice Department unsealed an
indictment against an Indian national for his
alleged involvement in a foiled plot to
assassinate Pannun.

The External Affairs Ministry, in April, had
rejected a report in The Washington Post
naming Indian Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW) official's involvement in the alleged
post to kill Khalistani terrorist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun in the US.Describing it as an
"unwarranted and unsubstantiated"
imputation on a "serious matter" that is under
investigation, Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) official spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said the US media report was
"speculative and irresponsible".In response
to media queries on the report that appeared in

Sacked as Mayawati's heir,
nephew Akash Anand
reacts: 'Will keep fighting
for...

New Delhi: In his first remarks after being sacked as
the national coordinator of the BSP by party chief and
his aunt Mayawati, Akash Anand said he would keep
fighting till his last breath for the Bhim mission and
his society. In a post on X, Anand, who was declared
the future face of the BSP last year, called Mayawati a
role model for the Bahujan community.Bahujan
refers to Scheduled Castes (Dalits), Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Backward Castes (OBCs). "It is
because of your (Mayawati) struggles that today our
society has got such political strength due to which
the Bahujan community has learnt to live with
respect,” Anand said."You are our universal leader. [
will keep fighting till my last breath for Bhim
Mission and my society," he further said.

The action against Anand came on May 7, with
Mayawati saying he needed to reach "maturity"
before assuming the role of party's national
coordinator. Mayawati said that Anand Kumar,
Akash's father, would continue in his role in the party.

The development came after a case was filed against
Anand for alleged model code violation. Several of
his rallies were cancelled thereafter.In a scathing
attack on the BJP in a speech on April 28, Anand
called the party "atankwadiyon ki sarkar (a
government of terrorists)".

"This government (UP) is a bulldozer government and
a government of traitors. The party that leaves its
youth starving and enslaves its elderly is a terrorist
government. Taliban runs such a government in
Afghanistan," Akash Anand said at arally in Sitapur.

The no-holds-barred attack on the BJP by Akash Anand
was a departure from Mayawati, who has mostly
focused her attacks on the Congress and Samajwadi
Party (SP) recently.

Most Wanted' Terrorist

Among 3 Killed In J&K
Encounter With Security
Forces

New Delhi: In a significant breakthrough, one of the
National Investigation Agency's (NIA) most wanted
terrorists and LeT commander was killed during an
encounter with security forces on Wednesday night in
Kashmir's Kulgam district. Three terrorists have been
killed in the gunfight which broke out in the Redwani
Payeen area of south Kashmir's Kulgam after security
forces launched a search operation late on Monday
night.Basit Ahmed Dar, a resident of Redwani Payeen,
was also the commander of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
offshoot group, The Resistant Front (TRF) and was
involved in the killings of civilians and security
personnel. Apart from Dar, two LeT terrorists identified
as Momin Gulzar
and Fahim Ahmed
Baba were also -
killed in the :
operation."It's a big —
achievement for us | &
as they were
involved in 18
killings. These
killings include
those of security
personnel, civilians
and minorities,”
Inspector General of
Police Kashmir V K Birdi told .

The security forces have intensified search operations in
the Union territory days after an Indian Air Force officer
was killed and four others injured when their convoy
was targetted in Poonch district on May 4. CCTV
footage photographs of three terrorists believed to be
involved in the attack were released on Wednesday.

The three have been identified as Illiyas, a former
Pakistan Army commando, a Pakistani terrorist called

Hadoon (or Hadun), and Abu Hamza, the code-name of

commander of Lashkar-e-Taiba.

Nijjar murder suspect entered Canada on
student visa, got it in days: Report

New Delhi:One of the Indian nationals
suspected to be behind the killing of
Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar entered Canada using a study
permit, according to a report in
Canada-based Global News.Karan
Brar, who was arrested along with two
others on May 3, said in a video
posted in 2019 that he applied for a
student visa through EthicWorks
Immigration Services in Punjab's
Bathinda and received it in days. The
standard Canada student visa
processing time is approximately 7-9
weeks.

EthicWorks Immigration Services had
posted the promotional video on its

Facebook page carrying a photo of

Brar in which he is seen holding a
passport with a Canadian study permit
inside. The video, however, has now
been deleted.

"Congratulations Karan Brar for Canada
study visa... One more happy client
from Kotkapura," the caption

"People Of Hyderabad Are Not Cattle': A

Owaisi On PM's "Lease" Remark

™ o m

read.The Global News report said
Brar began studying at Calgary's Bow
Valley College on April 30, 2020. He
moved to Edmonton on May 4,2020.

A spokesperson for the college said Brar
was enrolled in the eight-month
hospital unit clerk program. However,
the spokesperson could not confirm if
it was the same person as the one
arrested for Nijjar's murder.The
college, however, said it never had an
"affiliation with a company named
EthicWorks Immigration Services".

THREE INDIANS ARRESTED IN
HARDEEP NIJJAR MURDER
CASE

Hyderabad: Reacting to Prime Minister He further turned the focus towards

Narendra Modi's remark that Congress
and BRS had given Hyderabad "on
lease" to AIMIM, All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen leader Asaduddin
Owaisi on Wednesday asserted that the
people of Hyderabad are not cattle,
adding that they are the citizens, not the
property of political parties.

PM Modi on Wednesday trained guns at
Congress and BRS and alleged that for
all these years, Congress and BRS have
given Hyderabad to AIMIM on "lease."

"Modi came to Telangana and said that
the Hyderabad seat had been given on
lease to Owaisi. The people of
Hyderabad are not cattle. We are
citizens, not the property of political
parties. For forty years, Hyderabad has
defeated the evil ideology of Hindutva
and entrusted AIMIM. Inshallah,
Hindutva will be defeated again," Mr
Owaisi posted on X.

electoral funding. Mr Owaisi criticised
PM Modi and said, "Modi is bonded to
those who gave his party ? 6,000 crore
through electoral bonds. In return, he
has leased/sold India's assets to his
sponsors.""Modi appeased them so
much that today, 21 people have more
wealth than 70 crore Indians in total.
Those 21 are his real parivar," he
added.Earlier, speaking to ANI, the
AIMIM chief claimed that PM Modi is
frustrated, adding that AIMIM has
been defeating the BJP for 40
years."We have been defeating BJP for
40 years...in 2014 and 2019, PM Modi
came but AIMIM won here...I want to
ask PM, where is the money for PM
care funds, in which bank is the
electoral bond
money?...unemployment and inflation
are increasing...this year PM Modi
wants to change the constitution so that

Washington Post, a US national daily, Jaiswal
said that a High-Level Committee set up by
the Indian government is carrying out an
investigation into the security concerns
shared by the US government on networks of
organized criminals, terrorists, and others.
The report in question makes unwarranted and
unsubstantiated imputations on a serious
matter. There is an ongoing investigation of
the High-Level Committee set up by the
Government of India to look into the security
concerns shared by the US government on
networks of organised criminals, terrorists

The three Indians were arrested in
Edmonton, Alberta, on May 3, and
charged with first-degree murder.
Apart from Brar, the other two have
been identified as Karanpreet Singh,
28, and Kamalpreet Singh,
22.However, Canadian police have
not given any evidence linking the
three accused to the Indian
government.

Hardeep Nijjar was shot dead outside a
gurdwara in Surrey on June 18, 2023.
Canadian police said the trio allegedly
played different roles as shooters,
drivers and spotters on the day Nijjar
was killed.Authorities are also
investigating if they have ties to the
Indian government.

Last year, Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau blamed "agents of the
government of India" behind the
incident. The Indian government has
called the claim "absurd" and the
incident triggered a diplomatic
standoff with Canada.

Russia

and others. Speculative and irresponsible
comments on it are not helpful."Citing
officials and a US indictment, the Washington
Post report claimed that the RAW official
identified as Vikram Yadav had directed
Indian businessman Nikhil Gupta, to hire a
hitman to kill Pannun outside his New York
residence.Gupta, now in custody in the Czech
Republic has a pending extradition to the US
to stand trial in the case. As per the report in
the US Daily, the operation targeting Pannun
was approved by then-RAW chief Samant
Goel.

Notably, as per the US Justice Department
indictment, Indian national, Nikhil Gupta,
who is currently in custody, has been charged
with the murder-for-hire of Pannun.The US
Justice Department has claimed that Indian
government employee (named CC-1), who
was not identified in the indictment filed in a
federal court in Manhattan, recruited an
Indian national named Nikhil Gupta to hire a
hitman to carry out the assassination, which
was foiled by US authorities, according to
prosecutors.

Won't Allow Political Arguments During

Hearing: Court Tells Bengal, Centre

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Wednesday said
it will not allow either the Centre or the West
Bengal government to raise any political issue
during the arguments on the state's lawsuit which
alleged that the CBI is going ahead with its
investigations despite withdrawal of general
consent by the state.

A bench of Justices B R Gavai and Sandeep Mehta
said it was only deciding a legal issue and the court
will not permit either of the parties to make
political arguments.The bench reserved its verdict
on the maintainability of the suit filed by the state
government.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for West
Bengal, argued that once the state had withdrawn
its consent on November 16, 2018, the Centre can't
allow the probe agency to enter the state for
investigation.Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre,
government or its departments don't exercise any
supervisory control over CBI investigations.Mr
Mehta said while advancing his submissions in the
matter on May 2, he never went into the political
part of it. We are only on a technical issue, why
should we go into political part," the bench said.

The top law officer said this was a suit and arguments
can't go beyond the pleadings.He said Mr Sibal,
while arguing the matter on May 2, had said once
the CBI goes to a state,

said the Union

the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) enters, too.Mr Mehta said ED

goes for "counting cash" recovered during a pobe.
"We are only deciding a legal issue," the bench

observed, adding, "We will not permit either of the

parties to raise any political issue".During the

arguments, Mr Sibal referred to the provisions of

he can end the reservation. He says that
we are infiltrators and our daughters
give birth to so many children, this is
wrong. Will a Muslim take out the
'Mangalsutra' from a Hindu woman?
Prime Minister is frustrated," he added.

On Wednesday, addressing a rally in
Telangana's Karimnagar, PM Modi
trained guns at Congress and BRS and
alleged that for all these years,
Congress and BRS have given
Hyderabad to AIMIM on "lease.""For
all these years, both these parties
(Congress and BRS) have given
Hyderabad to AIMIM on lease. If
someone has challenged the AIMIM
for the first time, it's BJP. More than
AIMIM, it's Congress and BRS who
are rattled by the challenge from the
BJP. Both are helping AIMIM to win in
Hyderabad," he addedMadhavi Latha
is set to face Asaduddin Owaisi, who is
a four-time Lok Sabha.

the Delhi Police Special Establishment (DPSE)
Act, 1946 and said, "We (state) have informed your
lordships of the cause of action. You can't enter my
state without my consent and you can't do it suo
motu (on your own)".He said consent of the state
government must be obtained for the exercise of
power by the CBIL"Once I have withdrawn
consent, the Union can't allow its investigating
agency to come to my state without my consent,"
Mr Sibal argued.

He said granting consent was a privilege and the
power to allow that privlege was vested in the
state.In his rejoinder, Mr Mehta said there was no
cause of action against the Centre in this matter.

"The DoPT (Department of Personnel and Training)
never registers a case," he said, adding, "The DoPT
can't direct registration of an FIR. Nor can any
other department of the Central government
supervise the investigation".e said it was
"devastating" to say that the CBI is a police force
of the Union.Mr Mehta said the Union does not
have the power to direct the CBI to register an FIR
for a particular offence.

India To Delay UPI Payments Market Cap, Will

The National

Pavments Corporation

of India will extend by

as much as two years a

vear-end deadline to

cap at 30% the market

share of any company
processing payments
via the Unified
Payment Interface.

s eeesssss——

New Delhi: India will again delay caps on
market share for a popular digital
two sources told
benefiting Google Pay and
Walmart-backed PhonePe as the
authorities prioritise growth over

payments method,
Reuters,

concerns about market concentration.
The National Payments Corporatlon of

India (NPCI), the quasi-regulator,

extend by as much as two years a year-end
deadline to cap at 30% the market share of
any company processing payments via
the Unified Payment Interface (UPI), the

will

sources with direct knowledge of the

matter told Reuters.PhonePe's share of
UPI payments has risen to 48.3% from
37% in April 2020, while Google Pay's
share has declined to 37.4% from 44%,

according to NPCI data. The

processed a combined 11.5 billion
transactions in April, the data showed.
NPCI and Google Pay declined to comment.
PhonePe did not respond to an email
seeking comment.India launched UPI in
2016 but barred companies from charging
for the instant digital payments service in
an effort to promote online transactions
and reduce the use of cash in Asia's third-
largest economy.ecause they cannot
charge for it, India's banks and others like
Meta-owned WhatsApp and Amazon Pay
have not pushed UPI-based payments

two
services such as loans and insurance.

aggressively, leaving authorities worried
about a concentration risk While their apps
do not earn money from the payments,
PhonePe and Google Pay have been able
to use their UPI customer base to sell

NPCI, which has a regulatory mandate from
the central bank, announced the 30% cap
in 2020 but later extended the deadline by
two years to the end of 2024.The deadline
will have to be extended again, said one of
the sources, as it is not possible for
PhonePe and Google Pay to reduce their
market shares without hurting UPI
payments growth.A final decision on the
extension will be communicated closer to
the deadline, said the sources, who asked
not to be identified because they are not

Help PhonePe, Google Pay: Report

allowed to speak to the media.NPCI had
hoped for more competition when
WhatsApp was permitted to offer UPI-
based payments in February 2020, but
the company had just 0.2% market share
as of April.India's Paytm, with the third-
highest share, has experienced a decline
in payments processed through its
platforms after regulators placed curbs on
a group entity.Payment firms want the
market-share cap removed, asking NPCI
to let them charge for UPI payments to
encourage competition, said an official at
a payment company.The government will
decide hether to allow firms to charge for
UPI payments, the two sources said, but
one said NPCI does not favour removing
the share cap.The volume of UPI
transactions rose 49.5% in April from a
year earlier, less than the 54% rise logged
March.The central bank met on Tuesday
with industry executives to brainstorm on
ways to expand the UPI user base, which
was about 300 million users and 50
million merchants late last year, according
to the most recent data.
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Scorching, rocky planet twice Earth's
size found to have thick atmosphere

A thick atmosphere has been detected around a planet
that's twice as big as Earth in a nearby solar system,
scientist reported Wednesday. The so-called super Earth
- known as 55 Cancri e - is among the few rocky planets
outside our solar system with a significant atmosphere,
wrapped a blanket of carbon dioxide and carbon
monoxide. Exact amounts are unclear. Earth's
atmosphere is a blend of nitrogen, oxygen, argon and
other gases."It's probably the firmest evidence yet that
this planet has an atmosphere," said Ian Crossfield, an
astronomer who was not involved with the research,
published in the journal Nature. Super Earth refers to a
planet's size - bigger than Earth but smaller than Neptune.
The boiling temperatures on this planet - which can
reach as hot as 2,300C - mean that it is unlikely to host
life.Instead, scientists say the discovery is a promising
sign that other such rocky planets with thick
atmospheres could exist that may be more hospitable.
The exoplanet 41 light years away is eight times heavier
than Earth and circles its star Copernicus so closely that
it has permanent day and night sides. A light-year is
nearly 9.7 trillion kms. Its surface is encrusted with
magma oceans.To identify the makeup of'its atmosphere,
researchers studied Webb Space Telescope observations
before and after the planet passed behind its star. They
separated the light emitted from the planet versus its star
and used the data to calculate the planet's temperature.
There's evidence the planet's heat was being distributed
more evenly across its surface - a party trick
atmospheres are known for. Gases from its magma
oceans may play a key role in holding its atmosphere
steady. Exploring this super Earth may also yield clues to
how Earth and Mars might have evolved. "It's a rare
window," said Renyu Hu from Nasa's Jet Propulsion Lab,
who was part of the research.

Believers Church head Athanasius
Yohan dies after car accident in US

Pathanamthitta The Supreme head of the Believers
Eastern Church, Athanasius Yohan I, who met with an
accident in the United States, has died in a hospital there,
Church officials said on Wednesday."He passed away
due to sudden cardiac arrest in a hospital in Dallas,
Texas, where he had been receiving treatment since his
accident," a Church official said. He was 74.Athanasius
Yohan I had sustained some serious injuries, mainly to
the head and chest, in the accident that occurred on May
7, the official of the Thiruvalla-based church said.Born
as KP Yohannan in 1950 in the village of Niranam near
Thiruvalla, he dedicated his life to serving God after
finishing high school."In obedience to the Great
Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ, he then spent the
next eight years of his life proclaiming the gospel and
doing charitable works in South Asia," a church
document said.Receiving theological training in the US
in the 1970s, Yohannan founded a missionary

organisation, which eventually became one of the
largest missionary and church-planting movements in
many Asian nations.On February 6, 2003, he was
consecrated and elevated as the Metropolitan of the
Believers Eastern Church.

In accordance with the Orthodox Christian tradition, he
took the name Athanasius Yohan in honour of his
beloved patron saints, St Athanasius, the defender of
orthodoxy, and St John (Yohan) the Apostle and
Evangelist.Under his leadership, the church has grown
over the last two decades, with more than 12,000
parishes established in Asia and Africa.

He is also the founding patron of the St Ignatius
Theological Seminary, the Believers Church
Residential School, and the Believers Church Medical
College & Hospital in Thiruvalla.

US Representative's move to oust
House speaker Mike Johnson
rejected

Washington Hardline Representative Marjorie Taylor
Greene tried and failed in sudden action on Wednesday
to oust House Speaker Mike Johnson, her long-shot
effort swiftly and resoundingly rejected by Democrats
and Republicans tired of the political chaos.One of
Donald Trump’s biggest supporters in Congress,
Greene stood on the House floor and read a long list of
“transgressions” she said Johnson had committed as
speaker. Colleagues booed in protest.After Greene
triggered the vote on her motion to vacate the speaker
from his office, Republican Majority Leader Steve
Scalise quickly countered by calling first for a vote to
table it.An overwhelming majority, 359-43, kept
Johnson in his job, for now.

"As I've said from the beginning, and I've made clear here
every day, I intend to do my job," Johnson said
afterward. "And I’ll let the chips fall where they may.
In my view, that is leadership."It’s the second time in a
matter of months that Republicans have worked to oust
their own speaker, an unheard of level of party turmoil
with a move rarely seen in US history.The tally shows
the strengths but also the stark limits of Johnson’s hold
on the gavel, and the risks ahead for any Republican
trying to lead the GOP in the Trump era. Without
Democratic help, Johnson would have certainly faced a
more dismal outcome.All told, 11 Republicans voted to
proceed with Greene’s effort, more than it took to oust
then-Speaker Kevin McCarthy last fall, a first in US
history. And the threat still lingers — any single
lawmaker can call up the motion to vacate the
speaker.Johnson said he hoped it "is the end of the
personality politics."

As Greene pressed ahead with the snap vote despite
pushback from Republicans at the highest levels,
including Trump, GOP lawmakers filtered towards
Johnson, giving him pats on the back and grasping his
shoulder to assure him of their support.
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Rains return to flood-ravaged southern
Brazil, at least 100 dead so fara

Porto Alegre, Brazil. Authorities

interrupted rescue efforts in flood-
ravaged southern Brazil on Wednesday
amid more rain and the risk of lightning
and stiff winds that threaten to exacerbate
a catastrophe that has already killed at
least 100 people and left over 163,000
seeking shelter.The floods that began last
week, caused by unusually heavy rains,
have destroyed highways and bridges in
the state of Rio Grande do Sul, which
borders Uruguay and Argentina."We've
lost everything," said Adriana Freitas in
state capital Porto Alegre, where the
Guaiba River burst its banks and
inundated city streets. "It's sad when we
see the city, our house, in the middle of the
water. It seems like it's over, that the world
has ended."At least 128 people are still
missing, the state's civil defence authority
said, urging people living close to the
Patos lagoon south of Porto Alegre to
leave their homes immediately. Army
soldiers used amphibious armoured cars
to rescue people from flooding in Canoas,
just north of the city, where the waters
have reached a depth of some three meters

(10 ft) and the streets can only be
navigated by boat.A Reuters
journalist saw one team of local
volunteer rescuers find about 20
dogs stranded on the second floor of
an abandoned factory, offering food
to those too fierce to take
aboard.Porto Alegre city hall
warned such civilian rescuers on
Wednesday afternoon to halt their
operations, given the forecast for
rain, lightning storms and winds
exceeding 80 km per hour (50
mph).In the Porto Alegre suburb of
Eldorado do Sul, tractor driver
Daniel Farias said he had spent days
ferrying survivors to safety,
carrying whole families out on his wheel
loader, including pets."I have been living
in this tractor with my children, to survive
this calamity. We believe it will pass," an
exhausted Farias told Reuters. He said he
had sleptlittle and eaten less.

RISK OF MORE FLOODS

Brazil's national centre for natural disasters
warned that the southern area of Rio

Grande do Sul state was under "high risk"
of more flooding, with rainfall expected
torestart after a brief hiatus.

Weather forecaster MetSul said in a

statement the region could face more
"very large" floods "of serious
proportions".In neighbouring Uruguay,
storms and flooding have closed
highways and left nearly 800 people
displaced and over 3,000 people without

power, the government

said.In Brazil, many

residents in and around

Porto Alegre, a city of 1.3

million people, have been

living in darkness after
power companies cut off
electricity for security
reasons.They have faced
shortages of products,
especially drinking water.

Supermarket managers

said there was no access

for supply trucks or

employees trying to get to

work. Mineral water sales

were restricted in some
supermarkets.

Volunteer rescue operations after dark in
Porto Alegre were also hampered by
looting, with police providing security
using boats and even jet skis.We are not
going out to rescue people at night
without an armed escort, because it has
become too risky," volunteer Lauro
Strogulski told Reuters.

Joe Biden says US won't supply weapons
to Israel if it invades Rafah

Washington DC US President Joe Biden

on Wednesday publicly warned Israel
for the first time that the US would stop
supplying them with weapons if Israeli
forces conduct a major invasion of
Rafah, a refugee-packed city in
southern Gaza.“I made it clear that if
they go into Rafah .., I'm not
supplying the weapons that have been
used historically to deal with Rafah,
to deal with the cities — that deal with
that problem,” Biden said in an
interview with CNN.Biden's
comments represent his strongest
public language to date in his effort to
deter an Israeli assault on Rafah while
underscoring a growing rift between
the US and its strongest ally in the
Middle East.Biden acknowledged US
weapons have been used by Israel to
kill civilians in Gaza, where Israel has
mounted a seven-month-old offensive
aimed at annihilating Hamas. Israel's
campaign has so far killed 34,789
Palestinians, mostly civilians, the Gaza
Health Ministry said."Civilians have
been killed in Gaza as a consequence of
those bombs and other ways in which

:
1

they go after population centers," he
said when asked about 2,000-pound
bombs sent to Israel.Israel this week
attacked Rafah, where more than one
million Palestinians have sought

refuge, but Biden said he did not
consider Israel’s strikes a full-scale
invasion because they have not struck
“population centers.”A senior US
official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Washington had
carefully reviewed the delivery of
weapons that might be used in Rafah
and as a result paused a shipment
consisting of 1,800 2,000-pound (907-
kg) bombs and 1,700 500-pound

bombs.he interview was released hours
after Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin
[l acknowledged publicly Biden’s
decision last week to hold up the
delivery of thousands of heavy bombs
was taken out of concern for
Rafah, where Washington
opposes a major Israeli invason
without civilian
safeguards.Israel's campaign in
Gaza was triggered by Hamas '
October 7 attack on Israel. That
killed about 1,200 people with
about 250 others abducted, of
whom 133 are believed to remain
in captivity in Gaza, according to
Israeli tallies.Biden said the US
would continue to provide defensive
weapons to Israel, including its Iron
Dome air defense system.“We’re
going to continue to make sure Israel is
secure in terms of [ron Dome and their
ability to respond to attacks that came
out of the Middle East recently," he
said. "But it’s, it’s just wrong. We’re
not going to — we’re not going to
supply the weapons and artillery
shells."

US warns Israel over Rafah offensive,
Hamas says 'no compromise’ on truce deal

« Acting on Israel's Rafah offensive,

US President Joe Biden has said
he would not supply weapons
that Israel could use to launch an

all-out assault on Rafah.

MEULABOH, INDONESIA.
The boat glided across waters
that were dark and still, under a
night sky that was cloudless and
calm. But on board, the 12-
year-old girl quaked with fear.

The captain and crew who she
says had tortured her and three other
women and girls were not finished.
And the punishment for disobedience,
the men warned, would be death.t was
the third night that the girl and around
140 other ethnic Rohingya refugees

scaptain was in a rage. He ordered
more girls to join him and his crew in
the bedroom.

No one budged.
“If you don’t come to us,” the captain

shouted, “then we will capsize this
boat!”What happened next would

force N and the other
Rohingya on board
into yet another
battle for
survival.For many,
this would be the
battle they finally
lost.aln March,
Indonesian officials
and local fishermen
rescued 75 people
from atop the
overturned hull of a
boat off the coast of
Indonesia’s northern
province of Aceh. Another 67
passengers, including at least 28
children, had been killed when the
boat capsized, according to the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees.

Rohingya survivors of fatal
capsize say 'captain raped
girls, purposely sank hoat’

Meulaboh, Indonesia. The boat glided across
waters that were dark and still, under a night sky
that was cloudless and calm. But on board, the 12-
year-old girl quaked with fear.The captain and
crew who she says had tortured her and three
other women and girls were not finished. And the
punishment for disobedience, the men warned,
would be death.

It was the third night that the girl and around 140
other ethnic Rohingya refugees had been trapped
on the wooden fishing boat, floating off the coast
of Indonesia.These children, women and men had
fled Bangladesh and their homeland, Myanmar,
in a bid to escape violence and terror, only to face
the same horrors with a crew that seemed to
delight in their dread.uddled among the other
women and girls, the 12-year-old — identified in
this story only by the initial N, because she is a
sexual assault survivor — tried to hide her face.

She had already survived a night in the captain’s
bedroom, where she says he and several crew

members had beaten and sexually abused her.

Like most of the passengers, she had survived
attacks by Myanmar’s military that forced her and
her family to flee to neighbouring Bangladesh.

There, she had survived nearly seven years in
violence-plagued refugee camps. And she had
thus far survived this journey without her family,
who hoped she’d make it to Malaysia, where she
was promised as a child bride to a man she had
never met.Her young life had been one long battle
to survive. And so, it seemed, this night would be
no different.he captain was in a rage. He ordered
more girls to join him and his crew in the bedroom.

No one budged.

"If you don’t come to us," the captain shouted, "then
we will capsize this boat!"

What happens next would force N and the other
Rohingyas on board into yet another battle for
survival.For many, this would be the battle they
finally lost.

Rishi Sunak suffers blow as Conservative MP
defects to Labour over 'incompetence’

London British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak on Wednesday suffered a
humiliating defection from his party
benches as a Conservative MP defected to
join the Opposition Labour ranks, saying
the Tories "have become a byword for
incompetence and division".

Natalie Elphicke, MP for Dover, in a
resignation statement just moments
before the weekly Prime Minister’s
Questions (PMQs), accused Sunak of
"broken promises" and abandoning key
pledges.The 43-year-old British Indian
leader went on to face off with Labour
Leader Keir Starmer, who made the most
of the shock move which marks the
second defection from the Tories to
Labour in two weeks and comes on the
back of bruising local election results for
the governing party."When I was elected
in 2019, the Conservative Party occupied
the centre ground of British politics. The
party was about building the future and
making the most of the opportunities that
lay ahead for our country,” Elphicke, a
staunch critic of the Labour Party until
only a few days ago, said in her
resignation letter."Since then, many
things have changed. The elected prime
minister was ousted in a coup led by the
unelected Rishi Sunak. Under Rishi

Sunak chose to ignore the question, instead
accusing his opponent of having "out of
touch values" with the British people.

"He snipes from the sidelines, the
Conservatives are building a better
future," said Sunak.

At the end of April, Dan Poulter, a doctor
and Central Suffolk and North Ipswich
member of Parliament for the Tories, had
announced he was switching his
allegiance to Labour before standing
down as a parliamentarian at the next
general election because he could no
longer defend the Tory government’s
track record on the National Health
Service (NHS).According to reports,
Labour will retain its existing candidate

Sunak, the Conservatives have become a
byword for incompetence and division.
The centre ground has been abandoned
and key pledges of the 2019 manifesto
have been ditched," she said.She added
that the Labour Party under Starmer has
"changed out of all recognition" and its
policies "can be trusted"."We need to
move on from the broken promises of
Rishi Sunak’s tired and chaotic
government,” she declared. The dramatic
moment of her crossing the floor of the
House was followed by Starmer asking

Sunak: "What is the point of this failed
government staggering on" when the
Tory MP on the front line of the small
boats migration crisis on the coastline of
Dover has openly attacked Sunak’s
handling of a priority issue like illegal
migration."If he thinks his own MPs
joining the Labour Party are wrong if he
thinks anyone believes any of the
nonsense that he spouts, why doesn't he
put it to the test and call a general
election," questioned Starmer, in a series
of stinging attacks during PMQs.

in the newly carved Dover and Deal
constituency at the next general election
later this year and Elphicke will stand
down, with her future plans unclear.

"The people of Dover and Deal will be
disappointed having felt the impact of
illegal immigration. They did have an MP
who sat with the party fighting to tackle
this issue head-on, now they have an MP
in a party that has worked to block our
plans to tackle illegal immigration 139
times," a Conservative Party
spokesperson said.
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Bajrang replies to NADA,
exposure trip & funds on hold

CHENNAL It seems Tokyo Olympic bronze
medallist wrestler Bajrang Punia will be in
India for now. His proposal for a training
stint in Dagestan, Russia, apparently has
been put on hold initially after there was a
whereabouts failure confusion in the first
half of April and later after he was served
with notice of provisional suspension for
‘refusing’ to give his urine sample during
selection trials.What seemed interesting was
that in a late April Mission Olympic Cell
meeting, wherein it was minuted that he
chose to defer his journey by 35 days from
April 24 due to his conflicting travel dates
because of whereabouts failure.

This assumed more significance after he was
provisionally suspended by the National
Anti-Doping Agency for not giving the urine
sample during the selection trials held in
Sonepat on March 10. The trials were
organised to pick up the national teams for
the Olympic Qualifiers. The NADA had
given him until May 7 to reply to the
provisional suspension notice, which was
sent on Tuesday evening. Confirming this,
sports lawyer Vidushpat Singhania, who is
representing the multiple world medallist,

AL
Vet

said they have also requested an early
hearing.Vidushpat also cleared the
confusion regarding the whereabouts
failure. “He (Bajrang) received a notice from
the National Anti-Doping Agency for three
whereabouts failures,” the lawyer told this
daily. “Then we found out that NADA was
wrong and intimated the same to them. We
wrote to them that there are no three failures
and subsequently NADA withdrew the
notice.”Things that should worry Bajrang
and his team are the restrictions that usually
accompany a provisional suspension.
According to the World Anti-Doping
Agency, a provisionally suspended athlete
cannot be funded by the government. The
athlete cannot use government sports
facilities even for training. He cannot
compete in any sporting activity of the
National Sports Federation or its affiliated
units. Not even in exhibition events.

“Ineligible Athletes cannot participate in a
training camp, exhibition or practice
organized by their National Federation or a
club which is a member of that National
Federation or which is funded by a
governmental agency,” the WADA Code
explains under 10.14.1. In fact, he cannot be
coached by a coach who is employed or
funded by the government.

Australian team wanted me to play
like this: Travis Head on playing
fearless cricket

New Delhi. Travis Head revealed the reason
behind playing fearless cricket for SRH in
IPL 2024 by saying that that is how the
Australian team wanted him to play. Head
continued his fine run in IPL 2024 as he has
seemingly carried his form from
international cricket to the ongoing
campaign. Head won the Player of the Match
award for his blazing knock of 89 runs
against LSG at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium, Hyderabad on May &,
Wednesday.SRH thumped LSG by 10
wickets to lift themselves to the 3rd spot in
the points table as the race to the playoffs
intensified. Head, while speaking at the post-
match presentation, talked about taking full
advantage of the powerplay and him
working on his ability to play spin. The batter
emphasised that working on his spin-hitting
ability would be crucial for him as he would
travel to the USA and West Indies for the T20
World Cup with the Australian team. IPL
2024, SRH vs LSG: Match report | highlights

"Lot of fun today. Nice to get this done in 10
overs. Abhi and [ have had a few partnerships
like this. Just concentrate on getting in good
positions, watch the ball hard and try to
maximise the powerplay. (On his spin
hitting) It is something I have been working
on, it will be a big part in the Caribbean as
well. It is important to go 360 in the modern
game," Head said. IPL 2024 Full Coverage |
IPL 2024 Points Table and Standings | 2024
IPL Full ScheduleLSG's plan to introduce
spin early on in the innings backfired as Head
took down Krishnappa Gowtham in the 3rd
over of the chase for 22 runs. He slammed
Ravi Bishnoi for massive fours and sixes as
the entire LSG bowling attack looked
hapless.

Head talked about his fearless approach for his
national team as well as the franchise side.
With Pat Cummins being at the helm of
affairs in the Test and ODI sides for Australia
and at SRH, Head has found clarity in the
role and has delivered it to perfection.

"The last 12 months, that's how they wanted
me to play in the Aussie team, and that's what
I've beentold to do here as well," Head said.

The Australian opener scored 327 runs in the
ODI World Cup 2023 for Australia at an
average of 54.83. This also included a
delightful knock of 137 runs in the final
against India on November 19, 2023. Head
continued his domination on the Indian
tracks as he has slammed 533 runs in 11
matches at an average of 53.30 in the IPL
2024.Head opened up on his record-breaking
partnership with Abhishek Sharma, who also
scored a 28-ball 75 against LSG. He was
happy after accumulating more runs than
David Warner in his first season for SRH.

New Delhi. LSG consultant Adam

Champions League: Real Madrid stun Bayern
Munich with late fighthack to reach final

«Real Madrid staged an

amazing comehack to secure a
place in the Champions League
final, thanks to Joselu's late
double. The 2-1 second-leqg
victory over Bayern Munich at
Santiago Bernabeu marks their
sixth Champions League final
in a decade.a

e
Madrid Real Madrid showed they remain

Europe's comeback kings as Joselu's late
double rescued them from the brink of
elimination to reach the Champions League
final with a dramatic 2-1 second-leg win
over Bayern Munich at Santiago Bernabeu
on Wednesday. A 4-3 aggregate victory
sealed Real's progress to a remarkable sixth
Champions League final in 10 years and they
will bid for a record-extending 15th title
against Borussia Dortmund at Wembley on
June 1.In a repeat of their spectacular semi-
final comeback win over Manchester City
two years ago, they saw their opponents take
the lead after Bayern substitute Alphonso

Davies fired home a stunning
strike from a counterattack in the
68th minute. But Joselu climbed
off the bench to equalise
following a calamitous error
from Manuel Neuer in the 88th
minute and, two minutes later, he
shinned a second into the Bayern
goal from a cross by Antonio
Rudiger.
he effort was first ruled out for an
apparent offside, but the goal
was given following a VAR
check. "We've seen it a lot of
times this season when it looked
as though we're dead and buried
... it doesn’t matter who scores
the goals but someone always
manages it... that mentality of
never say die," Jude Bellingham,
who will play against his former club in the
final, told TNT Sports.Real dominated
proceedings, but misfired on several chances
as a gritty Bayern put their domestic woes
aside to almost eliminate the Spaniards in
their own back yard. Davies, who came off
the bench early in the first half in place of
injured Serge Gnabry, opened the scoring in
spectacular fashion, cutting back on his right
foot and curling an unstoppable bullet of a
shotinto the far corner on a counter-attack.

NEUER FUMBLE
But Real, who were the better side throughout

the game, piled on the pressure with Vinicius
Jr tormenting the visitors down the left
channel. The Brazilian glided past Matthijs
De Ligt and Joshua Kimmich effortlessly
and created a number chances for himself
and his team mates, who were denied several
times by an inspired Neuer.

The Bayern keeper looked on course to be man

of the match as he weathered a storm, but
with minutes remaining he fumbled a
Vinicius strike from the edge of the box to
gift Joselu the equaliser. The goal recharged
a raucous Santiago Bernabeu under their
spectacular new roof and two minutes later

Northamptonshire signs pacer Siddharth
Kaul for County Championship

wIndian pacer Siddharth Kaul has signed
a contract with English county team
Northamptonshire, marking his debut in

the English domestic circuit. The
seasoned cricketer brings a wealth of

experience to the team, enhancing their

bowling force.a

Northampton Indian fast bowler Siddharth

Kaul has signed a deal with English county
side Northamptonshire, marking his debut
in the English domestic circuit. Kaul,
hailing from Punjab and aged 33, brings a
wealth of experience to the fifth-ranked
team as they gear up for three crucial
County Championship Division 2 matches.
With an impressive track record of 284
First-Class wickets in 83 games, boasting
an average of 26.45, including 13 four-

wicket hauls and 16 five-wicket hauls,
Kaul's arrival adds a potent edge to
Northamptonshire's bowling arsenal. His
stellar performance of six for 27 remains his
best innings figures to date.

Talking about his signing with the side, Kaul

said: "I'm very happy to be here to
represent Northamptonshire and very
excited to help the team win games and
push for promotion. "I'm confident that
I will bring my positive mindset and
experience to help my teammates win
in any situation in the match."
Northampton head coach John Sadler
was excited to sign an experienced
campaigner like Kaul.
Northamptonshire's head coach, John
Sadler, echoed Kaul's sentiments,
expressing excitement about acquiring
aseasoned campaigner like Kaul.

"Sid has a lot of experience with the ball.
He's played a lot of First-Class cricket
and is keen to make a big impact when
he joins the squad. "He's finished his
domestic season over in India where he

picked up some good form. So hopefully, he

continues that on with us," said Sadler. The

India international is expected to be in

action in the team's upcoming tie versus

bottom-placed Gloucestershire at home at

Wantage Road on Friday.

Sometimes you need to tip your hat to opposition:
1SG's Adam Voges on SRH hammering

Voges was speechless after his
side was outplayed by the
incredible power-hitting of SRH's
openers Travis Head and
Abhishek Sharma in the IPL 2024
match in Hyderabad. Head and
Sharma added another chapter to
their ruthless dominance over
bowlers, creating lightning-fast
unbeaten fifties to propel SRH to a
comprehensive 10-wicket victory
over LSG in a key IPL game.
Chasing a modest 166, Head (89
not out, 30 balls, 8x4s, 8x6s) and
Sharma (75 not out, 28 balls, 8x4s,
6x6s) tormented LSG bowlers,
hitting boundaries and sixes at
leisure to cruise home in 9.4
overs."Sometimes you need to tip your hat
and say well played to the opposition,"
LSG's Adam Voges said in the post-match
press conference after SRH hammering.
Hyderabad were off to a flier courtesy of the
destructive pair of Head and Sharma. Both
the batters didn’t allow any bowler to get
any breathing room. We felt that 165 could
be a par score on this pitch but the intent

IPL 2024: A video of LSG owner
Sanjiv Goenka having an
animated chat with captain KL
Rahul after their 10-wicket loss in
Hyderabad went viral. SRH chased
down 166 in just 9.4 overs to hand
Lucknow their biggest defeat in
the tournament history.

Hyderabad Owner of the Lucknow Indian

Premier League franchise, Sanjiv Goenka,
was seen having an animated conversation
with captain KL Rahul after the Super Giants
suffered their biggest defeat in a crucial IPL
2024 match to SunRisers in Hyderabad on
Wednesday, May 8. Visuals of Sanjiv
Goenka and KL Rahul chatting along the
boundary rope at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium, minutes after LSG's
10-wicket defeat, went viral on social
media.The disappointment in the Lucknow

these two southpaws showed in this game
was unreal. Both got to their half-centuries
in under 20 balls each and gave no chances
to any bowler. Abhishek Sharma scored 75
runs in 28 balls while his partner scored 89
off just 30 deliveries. The boundaries never
stopped coming off their bat. With this
performance, they now climb over Chennai
and improve their NRR, which might help
them.Lucknow bowled a decent first over
but after the first one, all the bowlers were

camp was evident as owner Sanjiv Goenka,
captain KL Rahul and the rest of his
teammates looked gutted following the loss,
which hampered the team's chances of
reaching the IPL 2024 playoffs. LSG had
headed to Hyderabad with high hopes of
extending their perfect record against former
champions SunRisers. However, SRH were
on top of their game, limiting LSG to 165 and
then chasing down the total in just 9.4 overs
to set a new T20 record.LSG slipped to the
sixth spot in the points table and their Net
Run Rate took a huge hit after the one-sided
game in Hyderabad. Lucknow have 12
points in as many games, 2 fewer than third-
placed SunRisers.KL Rahul paid the price
for being timid on the field. While he won the
toss and opted to bat, lack of intent in the
powerplay cost the visiting team. LSG
managed just 27 runs and lost 2 wickets at
the end of the powerplay while SunRisers,
thanks to Abhishek Sharma and Travis
Head's ruthless knocks, reached 107 at the
end of their powerplay. The 80-run
difference between the two teams' totals in
the powerplayis also the highest in IPL
history.IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024

taken to the cleaners every
time the batters got a chance.
They were poor in the field and
dropped some chances, which
might have hurt them more.
The shocking part is that KL
Rahul didn’t opt for the option
of the impact player. The
bowlers did try their best but
the batters were just too good
and in the end, it was a tough
defeat to face. Lucknow's
NRR has taken a big hit and it
might come back to haunt
them in the later stages.

Earlier in the innings, we saw
Hyderabad make full use of
the pitch in the initial phases of

the game. They managed to take quick

wickets and put Lucknow under pressure
early. However, the pair of Nicholas Pooran
and Ayush Badoni ensured the visitors
managed to bounce back into the game.

They dominated the slog overs and pushed

their team’s total above 160, which looked

competitive. Bhuvneshwar Kumar was the
star of the bowling unit with his 2 wickets

and an economy of just 3.00.

Points Table and Standings | 2024 IPL Full
Schedule

KL Rahul was criticised by a section of fans

and pundits. The LSG captain played an
uncharacteristically slow knock -- 29 off 33
balls. Thanks to Ayush Badoni's fifty and
Nicholas Pooran's 4quick-fire 48, LSG were
able to post 165 and give their bowlers
something to work with.However, SRH
openers Travis Head and Abhishek Sharma
were in the mood to hit some big ones. Head
hit 8 sixes and as many boundaries for his 30-
ball 89 while young Abhishek smashed 6

Real worked their European
magic again, snatching a
deserved winner that fired the
Spanish giants into another
final.

Bayern made a late push for an
equaliser which they thought
they had found when defender
De Ligt rifled the ball home
deep in added time. But play
had already been stopped
after the linesman flagged for
a debatable offside in the
build-up, leading Bayern's
players and bench to
complain vociferously to the
referee and his assistants."We
all know the rules and it's
clear that, ifit's not an obvious
offside, you have to let it play.

It was a disgraceful call," De Ligt said. With

Bayer Leverkusen ending Bayern's 11-year

Bundesliga reign by securing the league title

last month, the six-times European Cup

winners had only one trophy left to fight for
this season."We are almost through, it's
almost there and there was a very unusual
mistake from our best player for the
equaliser then we conceded the second one
in stoppage time," Bayern boss Thomas

Tuchel said. "Then we scored one and there

was a disastrous decision from the linesman

and the referee. It feels like a betrayal in the
end."

Abhishek Sharma's career
fast tracked at million miles
per hour: Tom Moody

New Delhi, Ex-SRH team's coach Tom

Moody lauded Abhishek Sharma for his rise
through the ranks for the franchise in IPL
2024. Moody reckoned that Abhishek's
career has raced up with the SunRisers in this
season of the cash-rich league. Abhishek's
scintillating knock of 75 runs was crucial in
SRH thumping LSG by 10 wickets at the
Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium,
Hyderabad on May 8, Wednesday. SRH
uplifted themselves to the 3rd position in the
points table with an emphatic win as they
look to solidify their places in the top 4 with
the race to the playoffs intensifying.Moody,
while speaking to Star Sportsa, mentioned
that it has been in SRH's DNA to trump the
opposition this way. He was also happy with
the rise of Abhishek as a player and how he
has flourished while partnering with Travis
Head."It's part of their DNA. Abhishek
Sharma, is a young emerging Indian player
and an incredibly exciting player to have
worked alongside Travis Head, who is at top
of his game, be it international cricket or [PL
in all formats. His career has been fast-
tracked at million miles an hour," Moody
said.

Head and Abhishek shared their 3rd 100-plus

opening stand of the season as they have
been key contributors to SRH's success in
the season so far. The duo latched onto the
LSG bowlers as they plundered 167 runs
within 9.4 overs. This was the highest total in
the first ten overs of IPL after 10
overs. ABHISHEK'S RISE WITH SRH

Moody hailed Abhishek for continuing his

good domestic form into IPL as well. He
called Abhishek as a matural striker of the
ball' and was happy with his progress with
SRH so far. The all-rounder was roped in by
SRH in 2019 and Abhishek finally repaid the
years of trust showcased in him by the
franchise."He is coming into this IPL with
incredibly good domestic season. A
successful one with Punjab so he is coming
in-form. He has experienced IPL cricket for
anumber of years now he is a young emergig
player."

"He is embracing IPL cricket, he is embracing

the partnership he got with Travis Head. He
is embracing the way the management has
set the tone with how they wanna play. So, he
is complimenting his game. He is a natural
ball-striker, he is not doing anything extra-
ordinary. He likes to hit sixes, he has always
hits sixes. This brand of cricket is suiting
him," Moody added.Abhishek was striking
at 267.86 as he smacked 75 runs off just 28
balls. The SRH opener was dealing in
boundaries as he slammed 8 boundaries and
6 sixes.

CSK part of my life, really hard to leave early: Matheesha Pathirana

sixes and 8 boundaries for his 28-ball 75.
The duo added 167 runs for the opening
partnership and steered SRH past the finish
line inrecord time.

. TAMLOSTFORWORDS: RAHUL

KL Rahul echoed the emotions of millions of
cricket fans who watched SunRisers make a
mockery of the 166-run target,
acknowledging the incredible big-hitting
show from Head and Sharma.

"I .am lost for words," he said while talking to
the broadcasters after the one-sided contest.

S "We have watched that kind of batting on TV.

But this is unreal batting. Everything
seemed to find the middle of the bat. Kudos
to their skills. They have worked hard on
their six-hitting skills. They didn't give us a
chance to know what the pitch played in the
second innings," he added.

LSG will look to bounce back and return to

winning ways when they take on Delhi at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium on May 14. They will
end the league stages with a trip to Mumbai
on May 17. Rahul and LSG have a proud
record to keep up as the Lucknow-based
franchise have never failed to make the play-
offs in their nascent IPL history.
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Sonam
Rapoo

Receives The Sweetest Anniversary Wish
From Anand Ahuja, Dad Anil Kapoor Reacts

onam Kapoor was married to Anand Ahujasix years ago, and

the couple has been going strong ever since. Their adorable

display of affection for each other on social media wins the
internet. As the couple celebrated their 6th wedding anniversary,
Anand shared a bundle of fondest moments with Sonam and also
penned a heartwarming note to make her feel special.From the
lovebirds being goofy together and candidly posing to bringing
up Vayu, Anand took a trip down memory lane and penned an
emotional note. He wrote, “@sonamkapoor, you are the reason
we feel and understand of our place in the universe. You teach us
our sense of self and understanding of community. Im so grateful
to be married to you for 6 years and for you to be my girlfriend for
8! And Im excited to be on this journey with you for all our
lifetimes. Thank you for teaching us by your own example our
lightness of being. Love you love you.
#EverydayPhenomenal.”The photos instantly went viral with
their fans, family and well wishers rooting for them. Sonam’s
father and actor Anil Kapoor also reacted to the post by dropping
abundle ofheart emojis.

Anand also shared another post, and captured it “8 #shoefies for 8
years together @sonamkapoor #EverydayPhenomenal.”A
moment ago, Sonam’s mo Sunita also took to her Instagram
handle to pen a sweet anniversary note for the lovely couple. The

— _—
; >

note read, “Happiest anniversary to my kind, beautiful, strong ,
brilliant , supportive and truly fabulous kids sonam and Anand .
May your bond of love get stronger with every single moment,
every single day., and every single year. Love you so so much

Sonam Kapoor and Anand Ahuja got married in 2018. The couple
have been head over heels for each other since then. Earlier, in an
interview with Filmfare, Sonam also recalled a charming
anecdote about how her paths crossed with Anand. She
reminisced, “My friends were trying to set me up with Anand’s
best friend. That’s how I met him. The first time I met Anand was
while I was busy with the promotions of Prem Ratan Dhan Payo
(2015). One evening my friends conned me into visiting a bar at
the Taj. I went there quite irritated.”

3P reity Linta

| Makes Faces, Holds Jaya Close While Aishwarya
Rai Delivers Winning Speech in Viral Video

ong before Aishwarya Rai was a Bachchan bahu, she crossed paths with
Jaya Bachchan at an awards show. An old video revealed that Jaya had
presented Aishwarya with a Best Actress award for one of her films with
Sanjay Leela Bhansali. The veteran actress was joined by Preity Zinta on
stage. In the video shared on Reddit, Aishwarya gracefully accepted the
award and was delivering her acceptance speech when Jaya and Preity were
seen chatting on the sides.In the video, Aishwarya was decked up in what
seems to be in her Devdas avatar, seemingly for a performance at the awards
show. Standing at the podium, Aishwarya thanked everyone involved in
helping her win the award. As she thanked Jaya, Preity and everyone, the
presenters appeared to be
sweating and made faces due to
the heat. Preity also wrapped her
arm around Jaya as they waited
for Aishwarya to finish.“I thank
everybody who’s made i
possible for me to receive this
award today. It’s an absolute
honour. I thank the industry for
having shown their faith, my
audience for your
unconditional love, the unit for
this excellent film, everybody
involved in making this classic
and inspiring me to give my
best. And most of all, I’d like
to dedicate the award to all of
those who don’t get the opportunity and the honour to hold this lovely
black lady. The entire unit, the lighting department, the setting
department, the people who worked on the post-production, the assistants
who worked under the keen eye of Sanjay,” she said at the awards
show Years later, Aishwarya Rai met Jaya’s son Abhishek Bachchan and
dated for a brief period of time before getting married in April 2007. They
welcomed their daughter Aaradhya Bachchan in November 2011.
Abhishek and Aishwarya have starred together in multiple movies such as
Dhoom 2 (2006), Guru (2007) and Raavan (2010), among others..
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Vicky Kaushal Stops For A
Female Fan To Take A Selfie
At Airport, Actor’s Sweet
Gesture Goes Viral

e - 1 :
[roe:

icky Kaushal grabbed headlines after his
video from the airport went viral on
social media. The actor, who was spotted
at the airport, was seen stopping by to fulfill a
fan’s wish for a selfie. Vicky’s sweet gesture
towards a female admirer is being appreciated.
In the video, shared by Viral Bhayani, we can see
Vicky Kaushal coming out of the airport in a
Chava look. He has been growing a beard and
hair for the period drama. Well, suddenly he
spotted a female fan requesting for a selfie and
he obliged. He waited for her to take out the
phone and open the camera setting. He even
posed for the camera and looked very happy.
Talking about Chava, it is directed by filmmaker
Laxman Utekar, known for movies like Kriti
Sanon starrer Mimi (2021), Luka Chuppi
(2019) and more. Utekar and Vicky Kaushal
will work together once again after their
previous venture, the comedy romance Zara
Hatke Zara Bachke (2023).The upcoming film,
Chhava, is reported to be a period drama, where
Kaushal will share the screen with Rashmika
Mandanna. According to sources, Kaushal is
set to portray the role of Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj, the eldest son of the Maratha
Empire’s founder, Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mabharaj. The film is expected to delve into
Sambhaji Maharaj’s bravery, sacrifice, and
wartime strategies while incorporating an
emotional love story between him and his wife.
Apart from this, Vicky Kaushal also has Bad
Newz with Triptii Dimri and Ammy Virk.
Sharing the announcement on his Instagram
handle, Karan wrote, “Get ready for the most
entertaining hungama — a hilarious once in a
billion situation awaits. ..a comedy inspired by
true events!! #BadNewz IN CINEMAS 19th
July 2024!”

Last year, several photos of Vicky Kaushal and

Triptii Dimri went viral when they were
shooting in Croatia. In the pictures, Vicky
Kaushal was seen holding Triptii close as they
shoot for the song. In one of the photos, the
actor was also seen lifting the Animal star in his
arms. The upcoming entertainer is being
helmed by Bandish Bandits fame director
Anand Tiwari.

Karan Johar Became BFFs With
Farah Khan During THIS Shah
Rukh Khan Film: 'SRK Put His

Jigra Into The Part'
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hah Rukh Khan and Juhi Chawla’s film

Duplicate is marking its 26th anniversary. It

remains a favourite among fans and cinema
lovers. Interestingly, the movie also played a
role in forming lasting bonds within the
industry, celebrated even now. To honour the
special day, Karan Johar and Farah Khan shared
how they became best friends while working on
this very film.Both Karan Johar and Farah Khan
were part of Shah Rukh Khan’s Duplicate —
Karan as assistant director and Farah as the
choreographer. Karan shared the movie’s poster
on his Instagram stories and tagged Farah. He
wrote, “SRK put all his jigra into the part! Have
so many memories of the shoot of this film!
Farah Khan do you remember the 20
lens.”Farah took next to no time to re-share it on
her Instagram Stories. She wrote, “Oh my
godd!! best songs best times, @karanjohar, we
actually became best friends here. .. n it was the
20 mm lens that never came.Shah Rukh Khan’s
Duplicate is a beloved comedy from the 1990s.
It featured Shah Rukh Khan in a dual role and is
known for marking the partnership between
Farah Khan and Karan Johar. Karan, along with
his father Yash Johar, co-produced and assisted
in making the film. Karan was also credited as a
costume designer. That apart, Farah, known for
her choreography, had a role in the film. The
film revolves around a ruthless don who, in
order to evade the law, tries to kill his lookalike;
a chef and tries to take his place.In Bollywood,
there are some strong friendships forged
through years of collaboration and shared
experiences. Karan Johar and Farah Khan’s
bond is a prime example. They often talk fondly
about their friendship and act out exaggerated
versions of their own selves in fun videos.
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