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Taking potshots at
‘infiltrators’

ADDRESSING an election rally in Banswara
(Rajasthan) recently, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi forgot that he had to adhere to the model
code of conduct laid down by the Election
Commission of India (ECI). Without naming
them, he implied that Muslims were ‘infiltrators’
who had at some time or the other sneaked into
India. He also hinted that they had many
children. What set him off? My guess is that he has
come to realise that his own popularity, which
was more than double that enjoyed by Rahul
Gandhi in quantitative terms, has slid and that of
Rahul has risen. There is still a gap in Modi’s
favour, but it is nowhere as comfortable as it was
earlier. This knowledge is making him fretful and
nervous.

Instead of maintaining dignified control over his
biases, he blurted out in a moment of distress and
anger that the Congress was scheming to take
away the gold ornaments squirrelled away by the
wives of the affluent and distribute them among
the ‘infiltrators’ and those who birthed many
children! The gaffe having been realised, the
official version of his speech, put out by his
propaganda team the next day, omitted references
to infiltrators and large families.The ECI of yore,
which had built a formidable reputation for
conducting elections with justice and fairness,
would have intervened swiftly if such extreme
transgressions of the model code were brought to
its notice. It is a shame that today’s ECI has not
thought it fit to act more swiftly and decisively in
the PM’s case. This sign of weakness will be
exploited by those who are convinced that all
institutions of governance are under an unwritten
obligation to uphold the sole authority of the head
of the ruling dispensation by bypassing the
Constitution, which has guaranteed the
independence of the ECI and expects it to
function without fear or favour.Let us analyse the
charge hurled at the Muslim community of being
infiltrators. In a huge and populous country like
ours, there will not be many who have crossed
borders. On the militarised western border, the
number is small. They sneak in to create mayhem
in Muslim-majority Jammu and Kashmir. India
has been attending to the problem. These
particularly ‘unwanted guests’ are not interested
in gold ornaments. They have come to keep our
security forces on their toes 24x7.

Infiltration was a live problem on our eastern
borders. It was more of an economic problem of
the kind faced by the US, Canada and the UK,
which our boys from Punjab or even Gujarat try to
enter illegally in search of greener pastures.

Bangladeshis crossing over into West Bengal or
Assam was a major problem that has eased in the
last decade or two as the Bangladeshi economy
improved, riding on the back of textile
manufacture and exports. Bangladeshis, both
Hindu and Muslim, had crossed over into Assam
even before the liberation of Bangladesh from
Pakistani domination. That influx caused a
massive economic and social problem in Assam,
leading to the implementation of the National
Register of Citizens in that state. That matter has
not been resolved as yet because more Hindus
than Muslims were declared infiltrators in the
count that followed. The expulsion of Hindu
infiltrators went against the Hindutva ideology
and led to the formulation of the Citizenship
Amendment Act.If the PM was referring to all
Muslims, his frustration had no legal or moral
ground to stand on. The Mughals and the Afghans
who invaded India left behind descendants of
mixed lineage, but so did Alexander, whose
Macedonian army reached the shores of the Indus
after conquering the Persians.There is hardly any
country in the world which can say that it is free of
‘infiltrators’. All civilisations have experienced
the movement of aliens. In India, the Aryans
followed the Dravidians and the indigenous tribes
we call Adivasis. The Mongoloid races that
populate the North-East add another dimension to
the scenario. And talking of Aryans, Adolf Hitler
got rid of Jews and Gypsies because he wanted to
ensure the purity of the Aryan race! One of the
titles assumed by the Shah of Iran before the
Ayatollahs took charge of the country was
Aryameher (I have no intention of belittling the
Aryans because my own ancestors were of that
lineage, having arrived in Goa millennia ago with
the sage Parshuram).

AN elderly woman living alone in a village didn’t have
any viable livelihood option. She finally decided to
buy a goat for a living. Since nationalised banks do
not provide small loans, she approached a micro-
finance institute (MFI) for a loan in the range of Rs
8,000 to Rs 10,000. She got a loan at an interest rate of
20-24 per cent, to be paid back at monthly intervals.

On the other hand, when Tata Motors decided to shift
the manufacturing of its Nano cars from West Bengal
to Gujarat, the then BJP government in Gujarat
extended a soft loan ofRs 584.82 crore at an interest
rate of 0.1 per cent. As per the lending provisions, this
loan was to be repaid back in monthly instalments 20
years after the first Nano car was rolled out.

If only the elderly woman had got the small loan at an
interest rate as low as 1 per cent (forget 0.1 per cent
that Tata Motors got), I am sure she would have been
driving a Nano car by the year-end. I have narrated
the story to explain how inequality is woven into the
economic system. Whether we like it or not, wealth
has traditionally been very conveniently sucked from
the bottom to the top. And we have no qualms about
it. Although many academics laud the MFIs for
extending small loans that help in capacity-building
of the people living at the margins, they go
conspicuously quiet when big businesses are
extended huge loans at almost negligible interest
rates. This makes me wonder why abnormally high
rates of interest for a meagre loan only help in
capacity-building of the poor. Why is it that the rich,
who have the capacity to pay back, end up receiving
massive loans virtually as a grant? Add to it the
numerous tax breaks, bank write-offs at the drop of a
hat, generous economic stimulus packages,
government contracts and the other incentives for
growth; in reality we have socialism for the
corporate.lt is only the average citizen and the poor

Without appropriate redistribution of resources, Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas will remain an empty slogan.

AS electioneering in India becomes more strident

INDIA is facing a health crisis, with 56.4 per cent
of the total disease burden attributed to
unhealthy dietary practices, according to the
latest report of the Indian Council of Medical
Research-National Institute of Nutrition
(ICMR-NIN). Unhealthy eating habits,
including the consumption of processed foods
high in salt, sugar and fats, have become
alarmingly prevalent, with the proliferation of
fast food chains and the easy availability of
packaged snacks enabling a culture of
convenience at the expense of health. A
sedentary lifestyle, along with excessive
mobile phone use, has exacerbated the
problem, leading to a rise in obesity, diabetes
and other non-communicable diseases
(NCDs).

The consequences of these dietary trends are staggering.
Obesity rates are soaring, with about 25 per cent of the
Indians now classified as overweight or obese; children

Overarching Indianness transcends differences among groups

India is one of the few nations in the world that has resolved the problem of separatism in so many states.

and voters are wooed by a focus on the faultlines
in society, it would do us good to recall the nature
of our nationhood. Countries come into existence
because we focus on what is common among us
rather than what is different. The ‘moral spirit of
combination’ holds a nation together, wrote
Rabindranath Tagore in 1917, when he was
worried about the war that was going on in Europe
and soldiers being pulled from all over the world
into the battleground. In an essay on India’s
nationhood, he said it was quite evident that this ¥
was a war of nations rather than that of tribes or §
religions. After all, Tagore wondered, being a
nation was a much more evolved state for a
society, since it enabled a much larger number of
people to come together and harmonise their
actions for the common good. Then, he penned
down his thoughts on how different nations had
been formed and the positive and negative
consequences of it. The most visible negative
consequence was that since 1914, European nations
had been at war with one another, and millions of
young men from India and Africa had been sent to
Europe to fight. On the positive side, nations had
ensured that people from diverse backgrounds —
different from each other in language, religion and
ethnicity — had come together and created a society
and polity that benefited everyone.

Tagore noted that nations were the highest form of

social evolution. Thereby lies a very important
insight for us to understand our own existence in the
present times.Overcoming the natural differences of
ethnicity, language and religion, nations came into
being when their people wished to live together.
Diversity, faultlines due to ethnicity, religion and
language — all these come with birth. The desire to
live together does not; it is crafted by human beings.
What makes India unique in the comity of nations is
the perpetual desire of people to live together, which
is manifested in the fact that not only do we survive,
we also make constant efforts to stay together.

This has been so throughout history. There are ancient

texts in which we referred to ourselves as the people
of Jambudwipa, the land of the jamun tree. In the
Kusa Jataka from the fourth century BC, Sakra, the
king of the gods, gave the ugly Prince Kusha a
necklace of pearls and told him to wear it, saying,
“Tie this on you, then there will not be your equal for

B

beauty in all Jambudvipa.” In later times, with an
increasing contact with the outside world, those
across the Sindhu river were referred to as Al-hind.
Later, various East India companies came into
being, not ‘South Asia companies’. India has been a
singular civilisation in history.This continues to be
the case even today. Statements made by leaders of
various groups that have taken up arms against the
Indian state in modern times are interesting.

Eno Rh Raising, the self-styled ‘home minister of the

Government of the People’s Republic of Nagalim’,
said in 2015 that the Nagas were a separate people
with a history different from that of Indians. The
occasion was the signing of a peace accord with the
Indian Union. On August 3, 2015, the National
Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN)-IM, the
largest of the seven Naga insurgent groups,
announced a historic peace agreement with the
Centre, agreeing to create mechanisms for greater
autonomy for Naga tribes living in Manipur and
decommissioning of arms held by the NSCN (IM).
Neither the Nagas nor the media reporting these
twin statements saw anything contradictory in the
spectacle of the leader of a people with a history
different from that of India signing a peace accord
with the very entity they were fighting against,
while at the same time asserting their separate
identity.Over the decades, Gorkhas, Sikhs, Nagas,
Manipuris and Kashmiris — to name only the most
well-known — have declared their disaffection with
the Indian state to be such as to merit breaking away.
No one ever followed up on this intention. India is
one of the few nations in the world that has

India’s dietary crisis

Disease burden linked to unhealthy habits

and adolescents are also increasingly falling victim to
unhealthy eating habits. The ICMR-NIN guidelines call
for a return to traditional, nutrient-rich foods and
emphasise the importance of regular physical activity.

Inadequate budgetary support plagues farming

who are left to face the vagaries of
the markets. This is because the
rich design the markets, and the
markets work for them. A recent
media advisory by Oxfam
illustrates this anomaly. The
world’s biggest chocolate
manufacturers — Ferrero and
Mars families — have more
wealth than even the combined
GDP of Ghana and Ivory Coast, |
which supply 60 per cent of the |
cocoa beans. And instead of |
paying an economic and profitable
price to farmers, the world’s top
four chocolate giants (including
the two mentioned above) have in
2023 paid out 97 per cent of their
net profits to shareholders. Ghana
and Ivory Coast receive only 6 per
cent of the total revenue of $160
billion that the industry makes.
Ask for a Minimum Support Price (MSP) for these
growers, and an uproar will happen, warning how it
will distort markets.That’s how rigged the economic
design is. In other words, the financial system
actually helps provide wealth on a platter to the so-
called wealth creators. In the digital age, we don’t
even realise that algorithms are designed to ensure
that wealth flows sustainably to the top.Former US
Secretary for Labour Robert Reich says that the
combined wealth of the world’s billionaires at $14.2
trillion now exceeds the GDP of every country in the
world, except America and China. In America, 400
billionaires collectively hold $5.8 trillion, which
exceeds the entire wealth of the 65 million people in
the bottom half. And still worse, billionaires have a

lower effective tax rate than what the average
working American pays. Giving massive tax breaks
to the rich hasn’t trickled down to the poor, as we
were told. While the tax sops hasn’t created
additional employment nor has it boosted industrial
output as was envisaged, it has certainly boosted the
pay packets of CEOs and other high-paid workers by
several times. In addition, corporations have used the
profits generated to buy back stocks. For instance,
Apple has announced $110-billion stock buyback,
the largest ever.The World Inequality Lab, in a
working paper titled ‘Income and Inequality in India,
1992-2023: The Rise of Billionaire Raj’, had
conclusively shown how inequality had worsened
over the decades and is presently among the highest

successfully resolved the problem of
separatism in so many states.Speaking at a
public forum last year, Bipul Kalita, an ex-
member of the ULFA (United Liberation
Front of Asom), said they laid down arms
when they realised that 98 per cent of the
people of Assam did not support militancy.

The more simple-minded among intellectuals
writing on India take these assertions of
separateness literally to be a sign that the
Indian Union barely exists, that it was
brought into existence by the British; the
presumption being that there was no entity
called India before that.

For Westerners to see us like that makes sense
to them. Perhaps they see nations as
monolithic entities. For Indians to imbibe

and regurgitate this merely shows a people unaware

of their own strengths and their long civilisational
memories. Abrahamic benchmarks of nation and
religion are of little use to us. Unlike Europe —
which was troubled by religious wars from the times
of the Crusades right up to the 19th century, marked
by mass killings every few years — Indians did not
carry out large-scale slayings.Exceptions prove the
rule. The one fault line that resulted in the partition
of the country expressed the one conflict that

Indians were unable to resolve amicably. About this,

the Congress Report on Communalism, published

in 1931, mentioned that the so-called Muslim
problem in India was entirely the creation of the

British administration trying to divide India and

Indians in ways that were not natural to the country.

Subsequent events only substantiated the findings

of the report. Even after Pakistan had been created

as a country for Muslims, millions of them

continued to live in India of their own volition. As a

recent study by economist Shamika Ravi says,

Muslims flourished in India. Their numbers went up

from about 8 per cent in 1950 to around 14 per cent

in the present times, even as the number of Hindus in

Pakistan went down from 25 per cent to about 2 per

cent in the same period.

Indians call themselves — and quite assertively —

Bengali, Tamil, Punjabi, Christian, Hindu, Muslim,
Sikh, Jain, Parsi, Buddhist, etc. But from this, it does
not follow that there is no such thing as India. Those
are ascriptive identities that do not rule out the
overarching identity of being Indian.

Consuming fruits, vegetables, legumes and
whole grains while shunning the intake of
processed foods is essential to reshaping
dietary behaviour.

" However, concerted efforts are a must to
facilitate access to nutritious foods. Policies
that promote food security, regulate food
advertising and incentivise the production and
consumption of healthy foods are needed.
Nutrition literacy programmes should be
integrated into school curricula so that children
focus on their health from an early age. A
collective effort from policymakers,
healthcare professionals, educators and
communities can help combat the problem. By
prioritising the promotion of healthy eating
habits and addressing the socioeconomic
factors driving poor dietary choices, we can stem the tide
of NCDs and build a healthier future for all Indians. The
time to act is now.

in the world. A report by the Centre
for Monitoring of Indian Economy
shows how personal tax collections
now exceed corporate tax as
percentage of the GDP. This is at a
time when the top 1 per cent holds
more than 40 per cent wealth. The
bottom 50 per cent collectively owns
only 3 per cent. What has to be
understood is that it is not as if the
poor don’t work hard but they are
denied the right kind of financial
support and investment. Take the case
of agriculture. Despite bumper
harvests year after year, if Indian
farmers have been cultivating losses
since 2000 (as per an OECD report), it
only shows how inadequate the
budgetary support has been for
farming. If you don’t make the right
kind of investment, you can’t expect a
miracle to happen. Of the Rs 48 lakh
crore Budget expenditure spelt out for 2024-25,
agriculture gets only Rs 1.25 lakh crore, which is less
than 3 per cent. With roughly 50 per cent of the
population dependent on agriculture, and without
appropriate redistribution of resources, Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas will remain an empty slogan.Economist
Jean Dreze recently summed it up neatly: “If a
hundred workers were to work day after day at the
minimum wage and save their entire earnings, how
long do you think it would take for them to
accumulate as much wealth as India’s richest
business leader already has? Answers rarely cross a
thousand years. The correct answer, however, is close
to a million years. If you do not believe it, do the
math.”
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March industrial output
growth slows to 4.9%

NEW DELHI. Industrial growth decelerated to 4.9% in
March from 5.7% in February, as per data from the
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
released on Friday.For the whole FY2424, Index of
Industrial Production (IIP) grew 5.8%, up from 5.2% in
the previous year. In March 2023, IIP had grown by
1.9%.The slowdown in IIP in March as against
February was mainly driven by mining sector, which
saw a growth of 1.2%, significantly lower than the 8%
rise recorded in February. Manufacturing (with 5.2%
growth) and electricity (8.6%) sectors did support the
IIP.As per the data, the top three contributors to the
growth of TP in March 2024 within the manufacturing
sector were basic metals (7.7%), pharma, medicinal
chemical, and botanical products (16.7%), and other
transport equipment (25.4%). Cumulative growth rates
for the sectors of mining, manufacturing, and electricity
for the period of FY24 over the corresponding period of
the previous year were 7.5%, 5.5%, and 7.1%,
respectively.

RBI Appoints R Lakshmi
Kanth Rao As New Executive
Director

New Delhi. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
appointed R Lakshmi Kanth Rao as Executive Director
(ED) with immediate effect. Before being promoted to
ED, Rao served as Chief General Manager-in-Charge in
the Department of Regulation. Rao has experience of
over three decades in the Reserve Bank having worked
in the areas of Regulation of Banks and NBFCs,
Supervision of Banks, and Consumer Protection.

Rao had served as Banking Ombudsman at RBI Chennai
and as Regional Director of Uttar Pradesh at Lucknow.
He has also served as a member of several Committees
and Working Groups and has been contributing to
policy formulation.As Executive Director, Rao will
look after Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee
Corporation, Right to Information Act (FAA),
Department of Communication. Rao holds a graduate
degree in commerce. He has a master's degree in
Business Administration (Finance) from Sri
Venkateswara University, Tirupati and Diploma in
TIRM (IIBF). He is also a Certified Associate of IIBF.

Social commerce platform
Meesho raises $275 million

New Delhi. Social commerce platform Meesho has raised
$275 million, a regulatory filing by the company with
the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) in the
US has revealed.The fundraising, part of an ongoing
round, came from existing investors like SoftBank,
Prosus, Elevation Capital and Peak XV Partners.The
latest funding valued Meesho at $3.9 billion. Meesho
may increase the ongoing round size to $500-600
million, according to reports. The SEC regulatory filing
also indicated a share transfer at Meesho’s US parent
firm.The company did not divulge much information
about further details about share transfer.In January this
year, global investment firm Fidelity had marked down
the value of its holding in social commerce platform
Meesho, to $3.5 billion.The e-commerce platform has
Meta, Peak XV, Prosus Ventures, B Capital, and
SoftBank among its investors.

Its current gross merchandise value (GMV) run rate is
over $5 billion, according to reports.

Jaumes Simons,
mathematician,
philanthropist and hedge
fund founder, has died

NEW DELHI. James “Jim” Simons, a renowned
mathematician and pioneering investor who built a
fortune on Wall Street and then became one of the
nation’s biggest philanthropists, has died at age 86.The
charitable foundation that Simons co-founded with his
wife, Marilyn, announced that Simons died Friday in
New York. No cause of death was given.

“Jim was an exceptional leader who did transformative
work in mathematics and developed a world-leading
investment company,” Simons Foundation President
David Spergel said in a post on the foundation’s
website. “Together with Marilyn Simons, the current
Simons Foundation board chair, Jim created an
organization that has already had enormous impact in
mathematics, basic science and our understanding of
autism.”Simons’ first career was in mathematics, for
which he won acclaim. But in 1978, he traded
academia for Wall Street. The hedge fund he created,
which eventually became known as Renaissance
Technologies, pioneered the use of mathematical
modeling — also known as quantitative trading — to
pick stocks and other investments. The approach was
wildly successful, helping Simons and his wife build
over the years an estimated net worth of more than $30
billion.James Harris Simons was born in Newton,
Massachusetts. He showed an affinity for math and
numbers early on and went on to earn an undergraduate
degree in mathematics from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1958 and a doctorate in math
from the University of California, Berkeley, in
1961.Simons spent some time teaching at MIT and
Harvard University before taking a job at the Institute
for Defense Analyses in Princeton, New Jersey, as a
code breaker for the National Security Agency. And
from 1968 to 1978, he was chairman of the
mathematics department at the State University of
New York at Stony Brook.

Woman was living inside rooftop grocery store sign
with computer and coffee maker for a year

New Delhi. Contractors curious about an
extension cord on the roof of a Michigan
grocery store made a startling discovery:
A 34-year-old woman was living inside
the business sign, with enough space for a
computer, printer and coffee maker,
police said.“She was homeless,” Officer
Brennon Warren of the Midland Police
Department said Thursday. “It’s a story
that makes you scratch your head, just
somebody livingup inasign.”

The woman, whose name was not released,
told police she had a job elsewhere but
had been living inside the Family Fare
sign for roughly a year, Warren said. She
was found April 23.Midland, best known
as the global home of Dow Inc., is 130
miles (209 kilometers) north of Detroit.

The Family Fare store is in a retail strip with
a triangle-shaped sign at the top of the
building. The sign structure, probably 5
feet (1.5 meter) wide and 8 feet (2.4
meters) high, has a door and is accessible
from the roof, Warren said.“There was
some flooring that was laid down. A mini

Akshay Tritiya Adds Joy To Mumbai’
Property Market:

NEW DELHI. The Mumbai property

market has observed a significant
surge in property registrations, with
daily numbers expected to exceed 700,

surpassing the average daily rate of [} :

May 2024. This rise is largely
attributed to the auspicious
celebration of Akshay Tritiya, a day

desk,” he said. “Her clothing. A Keurig
coffee maker. A printer and a computer —
things you’d have in your home.”The
woman was able to get electricity through
apower cord plugged into an outlet on the
roof, Warren said.

There was no sign of a ladder. Warren said

it’s possible the woman made her way to
the roof by climbing up elsewhere behind

the store or other retail businesses.

“I'honestly don’t know how she was getting

up there. She didn’t indicate, either,” he
said.A spokesperson for SpartanNash, the
parent company of Family Fare, said store
employees responded “with the utmost
compassion and
professionalism.” Ensuring there is
ample safe, affordable housing continues

to be a widespread issue nationwide
that our community needs to partner
in solving,” Adrienne Chance said,
declining further comment.

Warren said the woman was
cooperative and quickly agreed to
leave. No charges were pursued.

“We provided her with some
information about services in the
area,” the officer said. “She
apologized and continued on her
way. Where she went from there, I
don’t know.”The director of a local
nonprofit that provides food and
shelter assistance said Midland —
which has a population 42,000 —
needs more housing for low-income

residents.

“From someone who works with the

homeless, part of me acknowledges she
was really resourceful,” said Saralyn
Temple of Midland’s Open Door.
“Obviously, we don’t want people
resorting to illegal activity to find
housing. There are much better options.”

Knight

traditionally associated with new {5

beginnings and purchases.In contrast
to the average daily registration of 381
properties in May 2024, Akshay
Tritiya’s registration count is
projected to soar past 700, marking an
80% increase.Shishir Baijal, chairman
& managing director, Knight Frank
India, said, “On the day of Akshay
Tritiya, buying precious items is
deemed auspicious and divinely
blessed. Whether it’s property
purchase or other assets such as
jewellery or a new car, there’s
typically a notable surge in purchases
on this day. Over the past two years,

Mumbai’s property market has
experienced remarkable growth, with
strong demand trends, and days like
Akshay Tritiya often serve as catalysts
for further expansion.”

Millennials and GenXs Rewrite Buying

Rules of Mumbai’s Real Estate

Mumbai city (area under BMC

jurisdiction) records property
registration of more than 11,500 units
in April 2024, adding over INR 1,043

77
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Frank India

Crores (Cr) to the state

exchequer. Compared to the

same time previous year revenue
from property registrations has
risen by 16% year-on-year

(YoY).According to the

assessment by Knight Frank

India, the enduring confidence of

homebuyers in the Mumbai

market has maintained a positive

outlook. This optimism has

driven Mumbai’s property

registrations to consistently

exceed the 10,000 mark for the

fourth consecutive month in
2024. Of the overall registered
properties, residential units constitute
80%.

In April 2024, Mumbai experienced the
second-highest number of property
registrations for April in over 12 years,
alongside its highest April stamp duty
collection within that time frame. This
surge can be attributed to increasing
income levels and a positive attitude
towards homeownership.

17 companies to start making laptops, Pcs

NEW DELHI. Nearly 17 companies
selected under the PLI (Production
Linked Incentive) for IT Hardware will
begin production in this financial year
(FY25), said S Krishnan, Secretary of
Ministry of Electronics and IT
(MeitY). Six-seven companies out of
27 had started production last year.

Krishnan also mentioned that the
government has been periodically
reviewing the progress of the PLI
incentive scheme and is quite satisfied
with its progress.The government
introduced a revised PLI scheme of Rs
17,000 crore for IT hardware in May
2023. The objective of this initiative
was to boost the domestic production
of laptops, tablets, all-in-one PCs,
servers, and ultra-small form factor
devices within the country.“Out of the
277 companies, a majority are expected
to start production during the current
year, which is 2024-25. T think if T recall
the numbers correctly, about 17
companies are expected to start this
year. About six or seven companies had

started last year, and two companies are
starting next year,” said Krishnan.

In November 2023, the government had

approved the applications of 27
companies, including Dell, HP,
Foxconn, and Lenovo for the PLI
schemes for IT hardware. The minister
for electronics and information,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, while announcing
the applicants, said this move will
make India a major force in the
manufacturing of PCs, servers, laptops,
and tablets.He added that these 27
companies will lead to investment of
Rs 3,000 crore, direct employment of
50,000, and indirect employment of

1,50,000.Companies approved under
the PLI scheme include Dell, Foxconn,
HP, Lenovo, Flextronics, VVDL,
Rising Stars Hi-Tech, India Sales,
Padget Electronics, SOJO, VVDN, and
others.

However, the government has not yet
released any incentives under the
scheme to any companies as the
scheme took off in the last quarter of
this financial year. Therefore, the
companies need to complete audits and
other requirements. “So, not yet
(releasing incentives). We are
awaiting... Because, you know, the PLI
scheme started in the last quarter of last
year. The companies have to get their
audits and things completed,” said
Krishnan.Nearly 44 major technology
companies, including all significant
players, applied for the scheme.
According to Counterpoint Research
firm, India’s total laptop or PC market
size amounts to close to $8 billion
annually, with approximately 65% of
units being imported.

Brothers on mission
to turn Wayanad into
tech haven

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: For Keralites,
Wayanad, with its high altitude and scenic spots,
is the perfect getaway spot. However, when it
comes to working, Wayanad hardly holds
appeal due to lack of enough industries or
manufacturing units. So many from Wayanad,
especially youths, are prompted to look for
opportunities elsewhere.

Allwyn Kent and Allen Rintout from Sulthan
Bathery were among such youths. Now, through
their billion-dollar multinational software firm
Vonnue Innovations, the brothers are reshaping
the image of their home district into an IT
destination. Initially, like most aspirational
youths from Kerala, Allwyn and Allen, after
completion of professional education, pursued
jobs outside Kerala. While Allwyn, who studied
in NIT Kozhikode, got selected to Andocs, an
Israel-based IT firm, in 2006, his elder brother
Allen, who passed out of Sreechitra Thirunal
Engineering College in Thiruvananthapuram,
got placement in Net APP, a Bengaluru-based
company. Allwyn soon became the Andocs’
Asia-Pacific head and decided to settle in
Singapore. Allen continued in Bengaluru.

“However, in 2018, we decided to return to Kerala
and give back to the community,” Allwyn told
TNIE. The result was Vonnue Innovations Pvt
Ltd. They set up the firm in Infopark in Kochi in
2019. Allwyn stayed back in Singapore to
canvass for his new firm, while Allen helmed
software development. “Our customers
included Grab, a Singapore-based MNC, and
SES, Luxembourg-based satellite
telecommunications and broadcasting
company. We started Vonnue with 10
employees,” said Allwyn.

However, the Covid pandemic sabotaged their
work. “Our customers stopped spending money
suddenly. We faced our biggest setback when
one of our customers Hooq, a joint venture of
Singtel, Sony Pictures and Warner Bros, was
declared bankrupt in 2020. We suffered losses
too, and had to wind up operations at
Infopark,”Allwyn recalled. In 2021, Allwyn
and Allen rented a house near theirs at
Manichira in Sultan Bathery and set up Vonnue
there. Even their mother K C Rosakutty, a
former MLA and ex-chairperson of Kerala
Women’s Commission (2012-17), was initially
sceptical of her sons' idea. However, the
brothers took her into confidence and started
with 30 employees. Slowly and steadily,
Vonnue got contracts from MNCs for
developing software. Soon, they rented a floor
inabuilding at Sultan Bathery.

Chartist Talks: Avoid Paytm For Next Two Weeks, Upward Move
Likely To Sustain In Escorts, Says Sudeep Shah of SBI Securities

NEW DELHI. Technical factors clearly
indicate that the Nifty 50 index is not yet
out of the woods, Sudeep Shah of SBI
Securities said.

However, the deputy vice-president and
head of the technical and derivative
research desk at SBI Securities believes
the zone of 21,700-21,800 will be crucial
support for Nifty. “Any sustainable move
below the level of 21,700 will lead to
further selling pressure in index upto
21,470, followed by 21,300 in short-
term,” he said.Seasoned for more than 15
years in technical and derivatives

research, Shah advised avoiding Paytm
stock for the next couple of weeks but
expects Escorts Kubota to sustain its
upward trajectory.Do you think the Nifty
has done with its correction now or the
bears will remain in a strong position for

some more time?

While the sentiment had turned bearish
post Nifty forming a Bearish Engulfing
candlestick pattern on the daily scale in
the previous week, sustained follow-up
selling pressure from higher levels has
led the index to correct by nearly 2

percent for the week and ended below the
22,100 mark. Also, sustaining below
22,140 has led Nifty to witness a rising
channel breakdown on the daily scale.In
addition, the Index has slipped below its

20 and 50-day EMA (exponential
moving average) levels which have
started to edge lower. Further, the rising

slope of 100 and 200-day EMA has .
slowed down significantly, which is a =

bearish sign.

While the momentum indicators are
displaying bearishness, even the market
breadth is not encouraging. Most
noteworthy, among the constituents of
the Nifty index, 60 percent of stocks are
trading below their 20-day EMA level.
Last week, 42 percent of stocks were
trading below their 20-day EMA level.
This clearly indicates marked breadth has
weakened significantly as compared to
prior week.These technical factors
clearly indicate that the index is not yet
out of the woods. However, we believe,
the zone of 21,700-21,800 (March &
April 2024 Swing lows) will be the
crucial support for Nifty. Any sustainable
move below the level of 21,700 will lead
to further selling pressure in index upto
21,470, followed by 21,300 in short-
term. While, on the upside, the 50-day
EMA zone of 22,200-22,250 is likely to
act as immediate hurdle for the index.
Above 22,250, Nifty could witness short-
covering upto 22,480-22,530 levels.As
the stock is trading at an all-time high, all
the moving averages and momentum-

based indicators are suggesting strong
bullish momentum in the stock. It is
strongly outperforming the frontline
indices since the last couple of trading
sessions. The daily RSI tested the
overbought zone of 80 in the first week of
May and thereafter it has witnessed
minor cool-off.However, according to
the RSI range shift theory, it remains in a
super bullish zone. Thus, we anticipate
the stock will likely sustain its upward
trajectory as long as it remains above the
Rs 3,400-3,380 level. In the short term,
it’s poised to test the Rs 3,650 level on the
upside.
Has the Paytm bottomed out?

We see this as more of a “dead cat bounce”
scenario. The stock’s major trend remains

bearish, as it is currently trading 68
percent below its crucial 200-day
exponential moving average (EMA)
level. Momentum indicators and
oscillators further reinforce this strong
bearish momentum.Given these
factors, we advise avoiding this stock
for the next couple of weeks.

Do you see the Bank Nifty breaking
down the lower end of the rising
channel?

Bank Nifty has resisted near the upper
trendline of the rising channel in the
last week of April and thereafter it has

witnessed sharp sell-off of over 5 percent.

Currently, the index is trading below its

20 and 50-day EMA levels. These

averages are in falling mode.

Most noteworthy, the daily RSI (relative
strength index) has given upward sloping
trendline breakdown on the daily scale.
This indicates bearish momentum in the
index.However, post a 5 percent
correction in the previous 6-7 sessions,
we believe, the zone of 46,950-47,100
will act as crucial support for the index as
it is the confluence of the 100-day EMA
level and lower trendline (demand line)
of the rising channel. Any sustainable
move below the level of 46,950 will lead
to an extension of correction up to the
level 0f46,400 in the short term.
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New Chinese envoy says ready to work
with India: 'Turn the page on issues’

New Delhi:China is ready to work with India to
"accommodate" each other's concerns and
find a mutually acceptable solution to
"specific issues" through dialogue at an early
date, Beijing's new envoy to New Delhi Xu
Feihong has said, remarks that came against
the backdrop of the prolonged military
standoff in eastern Ladakh.An Assistant
Minister ranked official, Xu, 60, appointed by
Chinese President Xi Jinping for the sensitive
job, said he regards his posting in New Delhi
as an “honourable mission and a sacred duty”
to improve and advance bilateral ties.

"It is an honourable mission and a sacred duty.
will do my best to deepen understanding and
friendship between the two peoples, expand
exchanges and cooperation in various fields,
and improve and advance the bilateral
relationship,” Xu told PTI and China's state-
run CGTN-TV in a media interaction here
before leaving for New Delhi to take up his
posting."China is ready to work with India to
accommodate each other's concerns, find a
mutually acceptable solution to specific

issues through dialogue at an early date, and
turn the page as soon as possible," Xu said
without elaborating further.Xu previously
served as China's Ambassador to Afghanistan
and Romania, besides senior cadre-level
postings in the ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC).He succeeds veteran Chinese
diplomat Sun Weidong, who completed his
tenure in October 2022. He is currently
China’s Vice Foreign Minister.u’s
appointment comes after an unusually long
delay of 18 months amid strained relations
between the two countries over the Ladakh
military standoff.Relations between the two
countries hit a low except for trade ever since
the eastern Ladakh border standoff erupted
on May 5, 2020, following a violent clash in
the Pangong Tso (lake) area. The two sides
have so far held 21 rounds of Corps
Commander-level talks to resolve the
standoff.India is pressing the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) to disengage from
the Depsang and Demchok areas,
maintaining that there cannot be restoration

of normalcy in its relations with China as
long as the state of the borders remains
abnormal.

According to the Chinese military, the two
sides so far agreed to disengage from four
points, namely the Galwan Valley, the
Pangong Lake, Hot Springs, and Jianan
Daban (Gogra).As he set to take over his
posting in New Delhi, Xu was candid and
hopeful about resolving the present
deadlock in bilateral ties.I noted Prime
Minister Modi's comments on the
importance of China-India ties, and the
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
responded to that right afterwards," Xu said.

In his recent interview with Newsweek
magazine, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said India's relationship with China is
important and significant.The Chinese side
always believes that China-India ties should
not be defined by any single issue or area; the
boundary question is not the entirety of the
relationship. Speaking at the Indian Council
of World Affairs in September 2014,
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President Xi Jinping said that we must not
focus our attention only on differences and
forget about our friendship and cooperation,
still less should we allow the differences to
stand in the way of our development and
interfere with the overall growth of bilateral
relations," Xu said.On how he viewed his
appointment after a considerable hiatus, Xu
said, “Itis my great honour to be appointed by
His Excellency President Xi Jinping as the
17th Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the People's Republic of

Defence Chief's meet to
review, expedite joint
military operations plan

New Delhi: Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) Gen Anil
Chauhan on Friday stressed the need for expediting
the jointness process to create a multi-domain
response capable Indian armed forces.The two-day
'Parivartan Chintan II” was held in Delhi on May 9-
10, under the chairmanship of the CDS, Gen Anil
Chauhan. The event was attended by the officers
from the three services headquarters, Department of
Military Affairs, Headquarters Integrated Defence
Staff and members of various sub-committees of the
Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC), mandated to
oversee the initiatives undertaken and to generate
novel ideas to give impetus to the ongoing process of
'Theaterisation.'Theaterisation is a concept which
seeks to integrate the capabilities of the three services
- Army, Air Force and Navy — in order to optimally
utilise their resources for wars and operations.

Various COSC sub-committees gave an update on the
progress of initiatives considered imperative for
jointness and integration. There was active
deliberation on the vital reforms critical towards the
fruition of the goals envisioned to achieve the desired
“Joint & Integrated” end state towards
transformation.CDS emphasized the need for
expediting the progress of the initiatives as these
were to pave the way to 'Theaterisation' and hence
creation of a multi-domain response capable Indian
armed forces.The CDS expressed confidence that
such brainstorming would help the armed forces
evolve into a theaterized force capable of multi-
domain operations and strengthen the resolve and
capability to safeguard our territorial integrity and
national sovereignty.

India's Strides In Arctic,
Antarctica, Himalayas To Soon
Be Taught In Schools

New Delhi: India's strides in research on the Arctic,
Antarctica and the Himalayas may soon figure in
school textbooks, with the Union Ministry of Earth
Sciences reaching out to the NCERT to include the
latest developments in its curriculum.

Ministry of Earth Sciences Secretary M Ravichandran
said the National Council for Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) has constituted a committee to
bring out the importance of research in these areas in
school textbooks.

"We wrote a letter to them... they (NCERT) have recently
constituted a committee for bringing out importance of
the Antarctica expedition, Arctic and also the
Himalayas and some other aspects, including climate
change. They are working on it," Ravichandran said
during an interaction with PTI editors.The Antarctica
expedition finds mention in NCERT textbooks but the
content hasn't been updated for a long time. There is
very limited mention of the ongoing research in the
Arctic and the Himalayan regions, too.In a
rationalisation exercise post COVID-19, the NCERT
dropped topics such as climate change, monsoon and
greenhouse effect from textbooks, triggering a
controversy.The council later clarified that the subjects
had been dropped to reduce curriculum load in view of
the pandemic and added that the topics would be
restored with the release of books based on the new
curriculum framework.These books are currently
being worked on and will be available for all classes by
2026.The Union Ministry of Earth Sciences is hosting
the 46th meeting of the ATCM, the highest governing
body for Antarctica, and the 26th CEP meeting.

The crucial meets will be held in Kochi from May 20-30
where countries engaged in research in the southern
polar region will share the outcome of their scientific
pursuits and future plans.India has two active research
stations -- Maitri and Bharti -- in Antarctica. The first
research station, Dakshin Gangotri, set up in 1983, had
to be abandoned after it sank in the snow.

Thamban Meloth, director of the National Centre for
Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), said several
students involved in the research have been to
Antarctica in recent years.

Indian Army to get Drishti-10 drone
to hoost surveillance on Pak border

New Delhi: The Indian Army is set to
induct its first Hermes-900 drone in a
major boost to its surveillance
capabilities along the Pakistan border.

The drones, also known as the Drishti-10
drones, will be inducted at Hyderabad
on May 18 in the presence of senior
Army officials. It would be handed
over by the Adani Defence to it, senior
defence officials said.The Indian
Army has placed orders for two of
these drones from the firm under

emergency provisions that mandate B

that the systems supplied by vendors
should be more than 60 per cent
indigenous and should be under the
'Make in India' in Defence. The Indian
Army has plans to deploy these drones
at the Bathinda base in Punjab, from
where it can keep an eye on a large
area, including the desert sector as well
as the areas north to the Punjab,
military officials said.The Indian
Army is already operating the Heron
Mark 1 and Mark 2 drones and has also
placed orders for the Drishti-10 or the

BJP Leader Who Flagged Prajwal Revanna
Sex Abuse Case Taken Into Custody

New Delhi: BJP leader G Devaraje
Gowda, who had flagged JD(S) MP
Prajwal Revanna's alleged sexual
abuse of several women, was late
Friday taken into custody in
connection with a sexual assault
case. He was taken into custody
while he was traveling from
Bengaluru toward Chitradurga,
police said.A case of sexual
harassment was registered against
Devaraje Gowda on a complaint by a
36-year-old woman, who alleged that
he molested her on the pretext of
helping her sell her property.

Gowda, who contested the 2023
Karnataka assembly election against
Prajwal's father and Holenarasipura
MLA HD Revanna, is also accused of
leaking videos of Prajwal Revanna's

Hermes-900 drones under the last
tranche of the emergency
procurements approved by the
government for the forces.Adani
Defence had signed a deal with the
Israeli firm Elbit for the transfer of
technology for the drones and stated

alleged sexual abuse of several
women. He, however, has blamed the
Congress for leaking the
videos.Gowda had alerted the BIP
leadership last year about Prajwal
Revanna's alleged sexual abuse and
asked the party not to give a Lok Sabha
ticket to the JD(S) leader from Hassan.
The BJP, which formed an alliance

that it has indigenised 70 per cent of
the birds and will work to increase
them further. The Indian Army has also
inducted more
communication enabled birds from
Israel as it has a few Heron Mark 2
birds.

The sex scandal had come to the fore

Prajwal Revanna, who is the grandson of
former prime minister and JD(S)
supremo HD Deve Gowda, left for
Germany the day the videos emerged,
and was later suspended by the JD(S).
A blue corner notice, which asks
Interpol member states to help locate a
person, has been issued against him.

arr

China to the Republic of India”.“T look
forward to, and I trust that I will have, the
support and assistance from the Indian
government and friends from all sectors as I
work to perform my ambassadorial duties,"
he said.Xu also said cooperation and
coordination between India and China on
global and regional affairs would not only
bring opportunities to both but also have an
“important positive impact” on a reasonable
international order.

The world today is experiencing profound

changes unseen in a century. “We face
multiple global challenges such as climate
change, food and energy crises, weak
economic recovery and so on," Xu
said."Closer communication and
coordination on global and regional affairs
will not only bring opportunities to both
countries and the world but also add stability
and positivity to international relations. It
will have an important positive impact on the
development of a fair and reasonable
international order," he said.

g Key accused in Karnataka
BIP activist's murder

ested after 2-year hunt

New Delhi: The National Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Friday arrested a key absconder who was
affiliated with the banned Popular Front of India
(PFI), along with his harbourer, for the gruesome
murder of BJP activist Praveen Nettaru in
Karnataka in July 2022, according to an official
statement.Nettaru, a BJP Yuva Morcha district
executive committee member, was hacked to death
by two motorcycle-borne assailants in Bellare
village of Dakshina Kannada district in Karnataka
by allegedly PFI cadres.Mustafa Paichar, who
carried a reward of Rs 7 lakh and had non-bailable
warrants against him, is the second absconding
accused to be arrested in the case,
statement issued by the NIA.NIA took over the
investigation on August 4, 2022 and in January
2023,
of whom had absconded after the crime.he anti-
terror agency had launched a manhunt for the
absconders, and on Friday managed to trace

said the

filed a charge sheet against 21 accused, eight

Paichar to Anemahal village in Hassan District,

satellite

L

with the JD(S) last year, however,
decided to field Prajwal from
Hassan. secre
a day after the Hassan Lok Sabha
constituency went to the polls on
April 26. Videos began doing the
rounds showing multiple women
being sexually assaulted. The 33-
year-old politician can also
allegedly be seen sexually abusing
women in some of the videos.

team

Karnataka, it said."Paichar was arrested along with

Mansoor Pasha, who had harboured the former,"
the NIA said.

IA investigation has revealed that Mustafa Paichar, a
resident of Sullia in Dakshina Kannada, was the

tary of PFI Puttur district service team"He

was involved in imparting arms training to PFI
cadres in the Freedom community hall in the area to
prepare them for commission of terrorist attacks,"
it said.Along with other accused, he was part of a
larger conspiracy to target and kill Hindu leaders,
the NIA said.He had, in fact, formed a hit service

of PFI cadres for the purpose, it added."It was

on his instructions that the hit service team had
hacked Praveen Nettaru to death with sharp
weapons in a public place," the NIA said. The attack
was aimed at striking terror among a section of
people in society, NIA investigations have shown,
itsaid."The NIA on Friday nabbed a key absconder,
with the help of sister agencies from the state, who
was affiliated with the banned Popular Front of
India (PFI), along with his harbourer, for the
gruesome murder of BJP activist Praveen Nettaru
in Karnataka in July 2022," the statement
said.Further investigations are in progress to trace
the other absconders, it added.

India's Elections And Atom Bombs Share

India's elections
today are the most
secure and most
advanced, since the
same departments
who helped made
India's atom bombs
make Electronic
Voting Machines

(EVMs)

(B I |

New Delhi: India's elections and atom
bombs have an umbilical connect. The
same facilities that make electronic voting
machines (EVMs) also helped made the
bombs in Pokhran.India celebrates
National Technology Day on May 11. On

this day 26 years ago, the sands below
the Thar desert shook, but did not leak
radiation as India detonated three
nuclear bombs in Pokhran on May 11,
1998.Currently, India is in the throes |
of a general election with nearly a
billion people eligible to cast their
votes. It is not widely known that it is
the same institutions that powered the |
nuclear explosions in 1974 and 1998,
which today help empower the
citizens of India, since all the EVMs
are made in highly secure facilities of the
same institutions that helped India
become a nuclear weapons state.India's
elections today are the most secure and
advanced, since the same departments
who helped make India's atom bombs
make the EVMs.Nearly 5.5 million
EVM's have been deployed for the 2024
general elections, the Election
Commission (EC) has said in what is the
world's single-largest democratic
exercise. Each EVM can record up to
2,000 votes and up to 384 candidates can
be accommodated in each EVM.

Allthe EVM's have been made at two highly
secure facilities - the Electronic
Corporation of India Limited (ECIL), a
Hyderabad-based facility that comes
under the Department of Atomic Energy,
and Bharat Electronic Limited (BEL) in
Bengaluru, an institution under the
Defence Ministry. Both these facilities
help make some of the most rugged and
top secret hardware used by India's
military.

The ECIL helps make much of the
electronics that goes into making India's
atomic power plants. It was deeply
involved in fabricating the sophisticated

Umbilical Technologlcul Connect

and miniaturised electronics that went
into India's fission and fusion bombs.
ECIL also makes jam-proofand hacking
secure communications devices for
India's military, and so making EVMs
the standalone calculator-like devices
that are unconnected to any other device
through Wi-Fi or Bluetooth is almost
child's play for the scientists at
ECIL.BEL is India's top facility making
the most advanced electronics that goes
into India's missile systems, such as the
intercontinental-range ballistic missile
Agni-5, nuclear-powered submarines,
Tejas fighter jets, spy satellites, rockets,
and aircraft carriers On the side, BEL
makes tamper- and hack-proof
EVMs.According to the EC, the lifespan
ofan EVM is 15 years and the control unit
costs ? 9,812; the balloting unit costs ?
7,991 and the voter-verifiable paper audit
trail (VVPAT) costs ? 16,132. So the
whole unit costs about ? 33,935. The ECI
spent ? 3,960.10 crore between, 2021 and
2023 to buy the latest model called "M3
EVMs".
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US flags Israel's 'violation' of
international law in Gaza as Rafah
push deepens

World The Biden administration said on Friday that the
use of US weapons by the Israeli military in Gaza may
have violated international humanitarian law during its
war against Hamas, in a strong-worded criticism of its
ally. Amid this, Israel's war cabinet approved a "limited"
expansion of the military offensive in the southern Gaza
city of Rafah, local media reported.

However, the administration said it was not able to verify
specific instances where US-made weapons might have
been used in alleged violation of international law due to
the aftermath of the war in Gaza. The war, which
touched the seven-month mark, was triggered by
Hamas's cross-border attack on Israel on October 7 last
year.The assessments were done in a 46-page
unclassified US State Department report to Congress
required under a new National Security Memorandum
that President Joe Biden issued in early February,
Reuters reported. The move could risk damaging US-
Israel ties, with Washington repeatedly warning of
repercussions in case Israel proceeded with a military
offensive in Rafah.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR: TOP DEVELOPMENTS

In the same report, the Biden administration said it found
"credible and reliable" assurances from Israel that it
would use US-made weapons while respecting
international law. This came as the US held up the
delivery of some military aid to Israel amid concerns that
the Jewish state could use weapons and bombs in their
offensive in Rafah and elsewhere in Gaza.

On Friday, Israeli tanks captured the main road dividing
Rafah's eastern and western sections days after the
Jewish state captured the Palestinian side of the Rafah
border crossing, a key point that millions of Palestinians
depend on aid coming through trucks.

The White House said it was trying to keep Israel and
Hamas engaged in continuing the Gaza ceasefire talks
"if only virtually". Egyptian and Qatari mediators on
Thursday failed to achieve a breakthrough in chalking
out a truce deal after Israel flagged some elements of the
proposal as "unacceptable".Hamas on Friday said it
would consult with other Palestinian militant factions on
a strategy to draft a deal on a ceasefire and the release of
hostages the group has held since the war began. Over
100 people are still believed to be held by Hamas.

Meanwhile, the UN General Assembly on Friday voted

143 to 9 for a resolution asking the Security Council to

make Palestine, which has "observer" status, into a full

member. While India voted in favour of the resolution,

25 countries abstained. Nine nations, including the US

and Israel, voted against it.

Unprecedented solar activity could

light up US skies, disrupt power and

communications

World. An intense solar storm, one of the strongest in
over two decades, made its presence felt on Earth this
Friday, according to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The solar
outburst, which arrived earlier than anticipated, is
expected to cause disruptions in power and
communications throughout the weekend and into the
next week.NOAA has issued a severe geomagnetic
storm warning and has advised operators of power
plants and spacecraft to take necessary precautions.
Rob Steenburgh, a scientist at NOAA’s Space Weather
Prediction Center, emphasized, "For most people here
on planet Earth, they won’t have to do anything,"
suggesting that the immediate impact on everyday life
might be minimal for the general public.

However, the geomagnetic disturbance is potent enough
to produce visible northern lights far south in the U.S.,
reaching as far down as Alabama and Northern
California. Steenburgh noted that while the auroras
might not display the dramatic curtains of color
typically seen in polar regions, they could still present
"splashes of greenish hues."Mike Bettwy, operations
chief for the prediction center, encouraged the public to
document this rare event, saying, "Snap a picture of the
sky and there might be actually a nice little treat there
for you." This phenomenon could mirror the historical
auroras seen during the 1859 Carrington Event,
although experts like NOAA's Shawn Dahl have
clarified that this storm, while strong, is not expected to
reach those levels.The solar storm has been
categorized as level 4 on a 5-point scale, posing risks
primarily to high-voltage transmission lines and
satellites, which could affect navigation and
communication services on Earth. The 2003
geomagnetic storm, which had similar strength,
resulted in significant power disruptions in Sweden
and damage to power transformers in South Africa.

Police arrest over 40 as they clear
anti-war protest camps at UPenn,
MIT & Arizona univ

World. Police made more than 40 arrests as pro-
Palestinian protest encampments were dismantled
Friday at the University of Pennsylvania and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, hours after
police tear-gassed demonstrators and took down a
similar camp at the University of Arizona.

The dismantling at Penn came around 5.30am local time,
as campus and Philadelphia police moved in to remove
protesters from an encampment that had been in place
for over two weeks. School officials said protesters
were given warnings and the chance to leave without
being detained. About 33 people, including students
and faculty members, were among those arrested
without incident and charged with defiant trespass, the
school saidln Cambridge, Massachusetts, video
showed police roaming through the MIT encampment.
Police in riot gear arrived around 4 am, encircled the
camp and gave protesters about 15 minutes to leave. Ten
students who remained were arrested, the university's
prez said. A crowd outside the camp began gathering
and chanting pro-Palestinian slogans but were
dispersed by 6am. MIT earlier this week had started
suspending dozens of students.

At the University of Arizona in Tucson, campus police in
riot gear fired tear gas late Thursday at protesters before
tearing down an encampment that included wood and
plastic barriers on campus. The university said the
encampment violated school policy but did not say
whether any protesters had been arrested. The school
also said that police vehicles were spiked, and that rocks
and water bottles thrown at officers and university staff.

Over 120 dead, millions affected as fresh

rains hit rood ruvuge Brazil

Porto Alegre, Brazil The skies opened

once again on Friday in southern Brazil,
offering little respite for those whose
homes have been swallowed by
floodwaters, while the number of people
forced to evacuate doubled in 24
hours.Residents of the state of Rio
Grande do Sul were bracing for a
weekend of heavy rainfall, hitting just as
waters that turned city streets into rivers
had begun to subside.The deluge, which
experts link to climate change
exacerbated by the El Nino weather
phenomenon, has affected almost two
million people, leaving 126 dead and 756
injured.Another 141 people are still
missing, according to authorities.

The state capital Porto Alegre, home to 1.4

million inhabitants, tried to resume some
normalcy on Friday, with some
businesses opening and traffic blocking
streets as waters receded.But then, the
menacing grey clouds delivered a fresh
downpour.The region expects
precipitation with "intense winds and
hail," according to the National Institute
of Meteorology.The MetSul

Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar not in
Rafah, hiding in tunnels: Report

World.The leader of Hamas's

political wing in Gaza and one of
Israel's most wanted men, Yahya
Sinwar, is not in Rafah, two
officials said as Israel moved
ahead with its ground offensive in
Gaza's southernmost city.Two
officials, citing intelligence inputs,
told The Times of Israel that the
Hamas leader was hiding in
underground tunnels in the Khan
Younis area, around five miles
north of Rafah. Another official
from Israel said Sinwar was still in

Meteorologia site reported "
new period of 1ntense
atmospheric instability," with |
up to 200 mm (7.9 inches) of 5
rain by Monday.

SCARCITY OF DRINKING
WATER

The state's Guaiba River, which
runs through Porto Alegre,
reached historic levels this
week.In the past 24 hours, the
number of people forced to flee
their homes almost doubled to
around 411,000 people,
according to civil defence
figures.
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More than 71,000 are being

housed in shelters.With water supplies
still cut, bottles of clean drinking water
are a scarce commodity in Porto Alegre,
while tanker trucks deliver to shelters and

fled a week ago when the Guaiba River
overflowed and waters rose to the second
floor of the house where she lived with
her husband and five-year-old daughter.

hospitals.In the devastated town of "Welostour source of livelihood, our store.

Eldorado do Sul, boats pass through the
flooded streets, carrying food to those
who refuse to leave their homes, fearing
looting Katiane Mello waited for a boat to
take her to check on her home, which she

southern Israel, in which about 1,200

And the house..." she said, her eyes filling
with tears as she surveyed the damage.

NATURE STRIKES BACK
The muddy floodwaters have destroyed

more than 85,000 homes, and struck a

comes as Israel kicked off a
ground offensive in Rafah,
launching a targeted
operation in the eastern part
of the city. Israel has said that
Rafah was the last stronghold
of the Hamas militant
group.On Friday, Israeli tanks
captured the main road
dividing Rafah's eastern and
western sections.

Rafah is located along the 12
km border that divides the

blow to the economy of the
important agricultural region.

' In the rice-growing areas
surrounding Porto Alegre,
farmer Daniel Dalbosco said
he had lost crops under "up to
two meters of water."His
neighbours "lost between 40
and 50 hectares (100 and 125
acres). It was very, very
complicated," he said.The
disaster in Rio Grande do Sul
is the result of the "double
whammy of El Nino plus
climate change," said Clare
Nullis, spokeswoman for the
UN meteorology agency
WMO, at a media briefing in
Geneva."Even when El Nino fades,
which it will do, the long-term effects of
climate change are with us. Every fraction
of'a degree in temperature increase means
that our weather will become more
extreme."Our weather is on steroids.
When we are at war with nature ... nature
strikes back, and nature has unfortunately,
you know, hit back in Brazil."

Kate Middleton 'doing well’
after cancer diagnosis, says

Prince William

World Prince William has said his wife Kate
Middleton is "doing well" in a rare public
comment about the health of the Princess of
Wales, who announced in March that she was
undergoing treatment for cancer.Prince William
gave the update on his wife's health during his
visit to the Isles of Scilly, an archipelago off the
Cornish coast in southwestern England. He was
there to lay the foundation stone of a new hospital
that would have inpatient treatment beds and a
maternity suite, The Associated Press reported."I
asked William about his wife Kate and he said,
'she's doing well, thanks,' and I suggested they
might like to come for a visit and bring the
children," said Tracy Smith, an administrator at St
Mary's Community Hospital, who greeted the

Gaza.In March, it was reported that
close relatives of Yahya Sinwar crossed
over to Egypt through the Rafah
crossing. Several other top Hamas
leaders have also managed to move
their relatives and family out of Gaza
into safe zones in Egypt.Israel has
called Yahya Sinwar the mastermind
behind the October 7, 2023, raid into

people were killed, and more than 200
others kidnapped.

In subsequent months, Israel is believed
to have killed Hamas military wing
deputy commander Marwan Issa along
with other senior commanders.

However, Sinwar and his deputy,
military wing chief Mohammed Deif,
have not been traced.The development

Gaza Strip from Egypt and is the
primary exit point for people from
Gaza. It is Gaza's lifeline as goods and
humanitarian aid cross through the
border.he death toll in the Israel-Gaza
war, which broke out in October 2023,
has soared to more than 34,500 people,
most of them women and children,
according to local health officials,
reported AP.

New Chinese envoy says ready to work
with India: "Turn the page on issues'

World. China is ready to work with
India to "accommodate" each other's
concerns and find a mutually
acceptable solution to "specific
issues" through dialogue at an early
date, Beijing's new envoy to New
Delhi Xu Feihong has said, remarks
that came against the backdrop of the
prolonged military standoff in eastern
Ladakh.An Assistant Minister ranked
official, Xu, 60, appointed by Chinese
President Xi Jinping for the sensitive
job, said he regards his posting in New
Delhi as an “honourable mission and a
sacred duty” to improve and advance
bilateral ties."It is an honourable
mission and a sacred duty. [ will do my
best to deepen understanding and
friendship between the two peoples,
expand exchanges and cooperation in
various fields, and improve and
advance the bilateral relationship," Xu
told PTI and China's state-run CGTN-
TV in a media interaction here before
leaving for New Delhi to take up his
posting."China is ready to work with

India to accommodate each other's
concerns, find a mutually acceptable
solution to specific issues through
dialogue at an early date, and turn the
page as soon as possible," Xu said
without elaborating further.Xu
previously served as China's
Ambassador to Afghanistan and
Romania, besides senior cadre-level
postings in the ruling Communist
Party of China (CPC).

He succeeds veteran Chinese diplomat
Sun Weidong, who completed his
tenure in October 2022. He is currently
China’s Vice Foreign Minister.Xu’s
appointment comes after an unusually
long delay of 18 months amid strained
relations between the two countries
over the Ladakh military standoff.

Relations between the two countries hit
a low except for trade ever since the
eastern Ladakh border standoff
erupted on May 5, 2020, following a
violent clash in the Pangong Tso (lake)
area. The two sides have so far held 21
rounds of Corps Commander-level

talks to resolve the standoff.

India is pressing the People's Liberation
Army (PLA) to disengage from the
Depsang and Demchok areas,
maintaining that there cannot be
restoration of normalcy in its relations
with China as long as the state of the
borders remains abnormal.

According to the Chinese military, the
two sides so far agreed to disengage
from four points, namely the Galwan
Valley, the Pangong Lake, Hot Springs,
and Jianan Daban (Gogra).

As he set to take over his posting in New
Delhi, Xu was candid and hopeful
about resolving the present deadlock
in bilateral ties."I noted Prime
Minister Modi's comments on the
importance of China-India ties, and
the Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson responded to that right
afterwards," Xu said.In his recent
interview with Newsweek magazine,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
India's relationship with China is
important and significant.

heir to the throne.In a light-hearted response to
Smith, Prince William told her, "The children are
very jealous that I am here. Maybe we might
come later in the year."

This was also Prince William's first visit to the Isles

of Scilly since becoming the Duke of Cornwall, a
title he holds along with the Prince of Wales title.
Prince William was presented a 'Get well soon' card
for his father, King Charles, also a cancer patient,
and Kate Middleton by one Matron Lynda
McHale, UK's Sky News reported."It was a card
from my granddaughter who wanted to wish his

father and wife 'get well soon'," McHale said.

On March 22, Kensington Palace released a video
message featuring Kate Middleton, 42, who said
that she was undergoing preventative
chemotherapy for cancer, which was diagnosed
after her abdominal surgery in January. The type
of cancer has not been revealed yet.

She said that the diagnosis came as a "huge shock"
to her and her family, but added she is "well and
getting stronger everyday".Her video statement
came after months of rumours and bizarre
conspiracy theories about the Princess of Wales's
whereabouts since her disappearance from the
spotlight after Christmas in December last year.

Kensington Palace has said Kate Middleton would
not attend royal duties until after the Easter
holidays. A palace spokesperson said that the
Princess of Wales would return to her duties
"when she is cleared to do so" by her medical
team, People reported.

Russia launches armoured ground attack in
Kharkiv, US in touch with Ukraine

Kyiv, Ukraine Russian forces launched an
armoured ground attack on Friday near
Ukraine's second city of Kharkiv in the
northeast of the country and made small
inroads, opening a new front in a war that
has long been waged in the east and
south.kraine sent reinforcements as
fighting raged in the border areas of the
region, the defence ministry said, adding
that Russia had pounded the frontier town
of Vovchansk with guided aerial bombs
and artillery."Russia has begun a new
wave of counteroffensive actions in this
direction," Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy told a news
conference in Kyiv. "Now there is a fierce
battle in this direction."Ukraine had
warned of a Russian build-up in the area,
potentially signalling preparations for an
offensive or a ploy to divert and pin down
Ukraine's overstretched and
outnumbered defenders. It was unclearif
Moscow would develop the attack.In its
evening battlefield update, the Ukrainian
General Staff said for the first time that
Russia was also building up forces to the
north of Kharkiv near the Ukrainian
regions of Sumy and parts of Chernihiv.

Zelenskiy has said Russia could be
preparing a big offensive push this spring

or summer. Kyiv's forces were
prepared to meet Friday's assault, but
Moscow could send more troops to the
area, he told reporters.The Ukrainian
defence ministry said Russia launched
an armoured assault at around 5 am. In
an update at 10 pm, the General Staff
said battles were continued to prevent
Russian offensive efforts to advance in
the Kharkiv region.

A senior Ukrainian military source who
declined to be named said Russian
forces had pushed 1 km (0.6 mile) inside
the Ukrainian border near Vovchansk.

The source said Russian forces were aiming
to push Ukrainian troops as far back as 10
km inside Ukraine as part of an effort to
create a buffer zone, but that Kyiv's
troops were trying to hold them back.he
White House said the United States had
been coordinating closely with Ukraine
on Russia's Kharkiv offensive.

"Itis certainly possible that the Russians are
setting themselves up for a larger assault
on Kharkiv," White House national
security spokesperson John Kirby told
reporters.

Top Ukrainian officials have repeatedly
said they do not believe Russia has the
force capacity available to launch a

successful operation to capture the city of
Kharkiv, home to 1.3 million people.

The General Staff said battles raged for
control of three frontier villages -
Strilecha, Pylna and Borysivka - that
were already seen as in a "grey area" of
control."Counter-offensive measures
continue in the direction of the
settlements of Lyptsi and Vovchansk. The
enemy is using infantry and equipment,"
itsaid on the Telegram app.

ilitary spokesperson Nazar Voloshyn said
fighting was still raging in the evening
and that the situation was dynamic. He
said he believed Moscow's operation
aimed to draw troops to Kharkiv from the
east where Russia is focusing its
offensive.There was no immediate

comment from Moscow.

HEAVY SHELLING

At least two civilians were killed and
five were injured during heavy
shelling of border settlements, said
Oleh Synehubov, governor of
Kharkiv region."All the enemy can
doisto attack in certain small groups,
you can call them sabotage and
reconnaissance groups or something
else, and test the positions of our
military," he said.

In Vovchansk, a town with a pre-war
population of 17,000 that has dwindled to
a few thousand, authorities said they were
helping civilians evacuate from the
settlement and surrounding areas due to
the heavy shelling.In his evening address,
Zelenskiy said his top commander
Oleksandr Syrskyi had reported to him
that "heavy fighting" was taking place all
along the more than 1,000-km (600-mile)
front line.kraine chased Russian troops
out of most of the Kharkiv region in 2022,
following Russia's full-scale invasion in
February of that year. But after
weathering a Ukrainian counteroffensive
last year, Russian forces are back on the
offensive and slowly advancing in the
Donetsk region that lies further south.
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(SK desperately missed
Pathirana and Mustafizur vs GT:
Mitchell McClenaghan

New Delhi. Mitchell McClenaghan said that
CSK badly missed the services of
Mustafizur Rahman and Matheesha
Pathirana in their IPL 2024 match against
GT on Friday, May 10 at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad. Both pacers are not
a part of the Super Kings anymore for the
ongoing edition of the T20 league.

Mustafizur is currently playing in the 5-match
T20I series against Zimbabwe. Pathirana,
on the other hand, returned to Sri Lanka to
get treatment for his hamstring injury. On
Friday, CSK felt their absence after the
Titans racked up a massive score of 231 for
3 on the board and eventually won the
match by 35 runs.Sai Sudharsan and
Shubman Gill took the CSK bowlers to the
cleaners with a partnership of 210 runs for
the opening wicket in 17.2 overs. Tushar
Deshpande removed both batters in the 18th
over, but by then, the damage was already
done. Refelcting on CSK's dismal bowking
performance, McClenaghan said that
Pathirana and Mustafizur would have found
a way to stop the rampaging GT batters.IPL
2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points Table
and Standings | 2024 IPL Full Schedule

“CSK showed that they desperately missed
Pathirana and Mustafizur because of their

experience and wicket-taking ability. On
that kind of a wicket, you would have got a
feeling that they would have found a way,”
McClenaghan told ESPNcricinfo.

CSK had to rely on Daryl Mitchell to bowl
four overs: McClenaghan

The former Kiwi pacer also said that Daryl
Mitchell bowling his full quota of overs is
not ideal for CSK by any stretch of the
imagination. Although he scored 63 off 34,
Mitchell had a rough day with the ball after
finishing with expensive figures of 4-0-52-
0.“Today, they had to rely on Daryl Mitchell
to bowl four overs and that’s not ideal,” he
added.Chasing a huge score of 232, CSK
could only get themselves up to 196 for § in
20 overs. With the defeat, the Super Kings
slipped to fourth in the table with 12 points
and anetrun rate of+0.491 thanks to wins in
6 out of 12 matches.

We saw the Shubman Gill we
know: Graeme Smith in awe of

GT star's knock vs CSK

New Delhi. Graeme Smith feels that everyone
saw the Shubman Gill they have come to
know over the years with his whirlwind
knock during the GT vs CSK clash. Gill, who
had been struggling for form, scored his 4th
IPL hundred in just 50 balls as he helped
Gujarat post 231 runs in Ahmedabad. The
total was enough on the day as Gujarat kept
their playoffs hopes alive with the win.Gill
hit 9 boundaries and 6 sixes as he ended up
scoring 104 off 55 balls as GT secured a 35-
run win in the end. Speaking to JioCinema,
Smith said that Gill has shown that he has the
ability but the ongoing season has been a
struggle for him with the burden of captaincy
also being on him.

"We've always known that he's got the ability,
he has shown it year after year. I think this
year is the one year that's really been a
struggle for him. First year as captain,
probably had a lot to deal with for the first
time in his career, from a leadership
perspective and how he balanced that with
opening the batting and sometimes it will
falter into each other," said Smith.

Gill had power, timing and intent

Smith went on to say that Gill will learn to
balance his captaincy and batting with
experience. The former South Africa skipper
said that the GT star showed power, timing
and intent with his knock against CSK and
commanded the crease throughout the
innings."He'll learn as he gains experience,
to deal with those situations. But today was
the Shubman Gill we know. He had the
power, the timing, the intent. He's
commanded his crease and he scored all
around the ground and you saw the emotions
come through in the end," said Smith.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points
Table and Standings | 2024 IPL Full
Schedule

Gill has now scored 426 runs from 12 matches
at an average of 38.73 at a strike-rate of
147.40. GT secured their 5th win of the
season against GT and remains in the hunt
for a playoffs spot. They will need to win
their remaining matches against KKR on
May 13 in Ahmedabad and the away game to
SRH.

Kolkata, In a recent heartfelt video

Shubman Gill confident of GT reaching IPL
2024 playoffs: Miracles do happen

«0T captain Shubman Gill

helieves that his side can still
make it to the playoffs in IPL
2024. GT beat (SK by 35 runs
on Friday, 11 May at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad.

Ahmedabad. GT captain Shubman Gill was

key to his team getting back to winning ways
on Friday, 10 May. Playing against CSK at
home, GT put on a dominating total of 231
runs which eventually helped them win a
crucial tie in the Indian Premier League.
With the win, GT kept their faint chances of
playoffs alive - with 10 points from 12
matches. Speaking at the press conference
after the match, Gill said that everyone in GT
believes that they can still make it to the top
four with 2 games remaining and are pushing
for positive results.Shubman Gill roared
back to form with the bat as he scored his 4th
IPL hundred during the clash against CSK in
Ahmedabad on May 10, Friday. Gill hadn't
been at his best this season as compared to

the IPL 2023, when he scored close to 900
runs. This would cost him a place in the main
squad for the T20 World Cup in USA and the
West Indies as he will be part of the reserves
list.Gill had scored 322 runs in 11 matches

A

believe that we can still make it into the
playoffs. Because I have seen miracles
happen with this team in the past couple of
years and we all do believe in that,” Gill said
at the post-match press conference.

with an average of 32.30 and a strike-rate of MAXIMISE OPPORTUNITIES: GILL

137.61. He only had two fifties to his name
as GT have struggled in the IPL 2024
campaign under Gill's captaincy.

“The chances of us qualifying was 0.1 or 1 per
cent. I think all of us, all 25 of us, we all

Speaking about the team’s batting, Gill felt that

they were short by 15 runs, especially after
GT were 195/0 in 15 overs. Gill also spoke
about his 210-run opening partnership with
Sai Sudarshan and said that they were trying

Never leave us again’: KKR fan breaks
down in front of mentor Gautam Gambhir

uploaded by KKR's official social
media handle, a fan of the franchise
can be seen breaking into tears in
front of Gautam Gambhir while
asking him to never leave the side
again. The video shows the fan
expressing his gratitude to the two-
time Indian Premier League (IPL)-
winning side's mentor, while
acknowledging how things have
been difficult for the team since he
left. Ahead of IPL 2024, KKR roped
in their former skipper Gambhir as a
mentor, a move which caused a lot
of hype amongst the massive
fanbase of the franchise. Much to
the good fortune of KKR, Gambhir's arrival
has seen the side taste success across the
majority of their IPL 2024 campaign so
far.Having previously led the side to both of
their IPL titles in 2012 and 2014, Gambhir's
return to KKR was one of the major topics of
hype ahead of the ongoing season of the IPL.
Before his comeback to his former side,
Gambhir held a similar role in KKR's rival
franchise LSG for IPL 2022 and 2023, and

was key in guiding the side to the play-offs in
both the seasons. However, the arrival of the
likes of Justin Langer at LSG as their head-
coach ahead of IPL 2024, saw Gambhir
opting for a different challenge. Back in his
playing days, Gambhir left KKR in 2017 to
join his home-side DC, and then announced
his retirement from all forms of cricket just
the following year.The viral video of the fan
expressing his emotions in front of Gambhir
has only extended praise to the former

franchise skipper."I am one of
your biggest fans. I just want to
say please don't leave us ever
again. We can't even describe
what we had to go through after
you left," the fan said.

The fan went on to dedicate a
popular Rabindranath Tagore-
composed song to Gambhir, to
express the mentor's special
place of importance amongst the
KKR fanbase.I want to tell this to
you through a song - Tomaye
Hridh Majharey Rakhbo chere
debone (We will keep you in our
hearts and never let go), hats how

important you are to us." the fan added.IPL

2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points Table

and Standings | 2024 IPL Full Schedule

KKR have been in some brilliant winning

form in IPL 2024, which has seen them
cushion their place on the second spot in the
season's points table. After their last
emphatic victory against LSG by 98 runs,
KKR will head for their highly-anticpated
clash against MI with some crucial winning
momentum.

Rishabh Pant imitates Irfan Pathan, gets
hilarious reply from all-rounder

«DC captain Rishabh Pant
posted a photo of him
howling in the nets where he
was seen imitating the action
of Irfan Pathan. Pathan,
reacted to the photo on
Instagram with a cheeky

reply.

New Delhi. DC captain Rishabh Pant posted
a photo on Instagram while bowling in the
nets. The wicketkeeper-batter imitated the
action of Irfan Pathan in the nets which
caught the attention of many. Pant

captioned the image
asking if DC needed his
services as a genuine all-
rounder or not. Irfan
Pathan saw the post on
Instagram and replied in
the comments. Pathan
took an innocent dig at
Pant and said that they
were same, but different.
Rishabh Pant has been
sensational for DC in the
ongoing edition of the
Indian Premier League.
He is currently the leading
run-scorer for DC in IPL
2024, having racked up 413 runs from 12
games at an average of 41.30 and a strike-
rate of 156.44 with 3 fifties and a top score of
88 notout to his name.

to maximise their opportunities keeping in
mind the importance of the tie.

“When I got out, I was a bit frustrated. I

thought as a batting unit, we left 10-25 runs
out there. At one point we were 195/0 in 15
overs, so I thought that 250 was a pretty
gettable score and [ was thinking about that.
We lost our last three games and it was
important for us to win this one and that is
what me and Sam were discussing. Every
over we tried to maximise our opportunities
against every challenge that was thrown at
us,” Gill said.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points

Table and Standings | 2024 IPL Full
Schedule

The young captain concluded by speaking

about MS Dhoni and the fandom that be
brings with him to wherever he travels.
Dhoni wowed the crowd on Friday with 3
massive sixes and remained unbeaten at 26
off 11 balls.“Wherever Mahi bhai plays, it is
their home ground, so nothing different with
that, but at least, when we were scoring,
people were cheering for us and when we
visit Chepauk, it is complete silence when
we hit boundaries or take a wicket,” Gill
concluded.GT will play their last two
matches against KKR and SRH. Not only
they have to win both matches, they will
have to depend on other results to qualify for
the IPL playoffs.

James Anderson to retire
during England’s home
summer: Reports

New Delhi. Legendary James Anderson is set

for his final appearance in Test cricket as the
upcoming home season for England will be
the last for cricket’s most successful fast
bowler, areport in UK media said.

Having become the first fast bowler ever to take

700 wickets in Test cricket during England’s
tour of India earlier this year, legendary
Australian spinner Shane Warne’s tally of 708
wickets in the format could be on Anderson’s

target as he takes the field for one final run
with the England team.According to ‘The
Guardian’, Anderson has been told by
England’s Test team coach Brendon
McCullum that they are looking at the future,
with an eye on the Ashes 2025-26 in
Australia, which means that the end of the
road is near for the 41l-year-
old. RETIREMENTAT HOME

England are set to play Tests against West Indies

and Sri Lanka at home this year and one of
those fixtures is at Old Trafford —
Anderson’s home ground — and that game
could be the last for the right-arm bowler.

The report said that McCullum flew especially

from New Zealand to the UK to inform
Anderson about his future over a round of golf
Anderson, who has played 187 Tests for
England in a storied career which began in
May 2003 along with 194 ODIs and 19 T20Is,
sits third in the list of all-time highest wicket-
takers in Test cricket with 700 wickets, behind
Warne (708) and Sri Lanka’s Muttiah
Muralitharan (800).Anderson was England's
fourth highest wicket-taker in the recently
concluded Test series against India. In a spin
dominated series, Anderson was taken apart
by the India batters in the latter part of the Test
series.

Junaid Khan and Shoaib Akhtar rip

«Former Pakistan cricketers
Shoaib Akhtar and Junaid
Khan rip apart Pakistan team
for their shocking five-wicket
loss against Ireland in the first
1201 of the three-match
series.

New Delhi, Pakistan suffered an embarrassing

loss against Ireland in the first T20I of the
three-match series on Friday, May 10 at
Clontarf Cricket Club Ground, Dublin. The
loss hasn’t gone down well with the fans and
former cricketers who are bashing the
players left right and centre for their dismal
performances just on the brink of the T20
World Cup 2024.Expressing their
displeasure on their social media handles
former Pakistan fast bowlers Junaid Khan

and Shoaib Akhtar were left aghast with
Babar Azam and his men who recorded
Pakistan’s first loss against Ireland in their
T20I history. Akhtar was left speechless by
Pakistan’s performance and posted a couple
of angry emojis on his X handle.On the other

hand, Junaid stated that it was time for some
serious discussions regarding the team’s
performance after a drawn series against an
inexperienced New Zealand side and now a
shocking loss against Ireland.On the other
hand, Junaid stated that it was time for some

serious discussions regarding the team’s
performance after a drawn series against an
inexperienced New Zealand side and now a
shocking loss against Ireland.Andrew
Balbirnie starred in the chase for Ireland

Coming back to the game, after being put in to
bat first, Pakistan posted a good score of
182/6 in their allotted 20 overs. The visitors
were jolted by an early loss in the form of
their opener Mohammed Rizwan who
departed for 1 (4). However, contributions
from Saim Ayub (45 off 29), Babar Azam (57
off 43) and Iftikhar Ahmed (37* off 15)
helped Pakistan cross the 180-run mark. In
reply, Ireland chased down the score on the
penultimate delivery of the match with
captain Andrew Balbirnie top-scoring with
77 (55)Meanwhile, after being 0-1 behind in
the series, Pakistan will look to make a
comeback in the second game on Sunday,
May 12 at the same venue. The Babar Azam-
led side doesn’t have much time to regroup
as they next face England in a four-match
series from May 22 followed by the all-
important T20 World Cup 2024 beginning
from June 02.

apart Pakistan for shock loss to Ireland
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[brahim Ali Khan Is In ‘Miami
State Of Mind’ And We Are Not
u l a 'j ’J

ven Complaining
Hugs Her Love' Angad Bedi On 6th Wedding®

Anniversary: "How Far We Have Come'

Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi are celebrating their 6th wedding anniversary today. The couple met at a friend’s
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ithin weeks of his Instagram debut,
Ibrahim Ali Khan has become an
Internet sensation. His charming

looks and engaging posts are to be credited for
his instant popularity. Yet to make his
Bollywood debut, Ibrahim is already a star. The
soon-to-be actor recently jetted off to Miami
after wrapping the filming for his debut film.
He treated his Insta fam to some hidden gems
from his recent trip in a post and captioned it,
“Miami State of Mind.”Cooling off in Miami,
Ibrahim went shirtless for one of the pictures. A
few snapshots featured him chilling at a beach
in a green colored vest and yellow-colored
shorts. Looking away from the camera, he
exuded style and charm in a single frame. One
of the pictures featured him witnessing the
Formula 1 race from the stands at Miami Grand
Prix. For his race, Saif Ali Khan’s handsome
son opted for white pants and a white
undershirt. He layered the outfit with a blue
overshirt that came with the Ferrari logo on it
on top of his all-white ensemble. In a display of
his fashion finesse, the Starkid elevated the
look with a pair of black sunnies. The last slide
ofthe post included a video from the race.

Fans have been gushing over the Internet
sensation ever since he dropped the cute stills
on his handle. Drooling over Ibrahim’s
pictures, his fan wrote, “Time to change my
wallpaper cus Ibrahim posted.” The soon-to-be
actor got another fan *blushingggggg.” “No
Ibrahim.. you can’t be that handsome:/ stop it
before girls start to fight for you.” added
another seemingly impressed user. Meanwhile,
Ibrahim is set to embark on his acting journey.
His debut film is Sarzameen opposite Kajol.
Additionally, he will also play the lead in the
film Naadaniyaan alongside Khushi Kapoor.
wanted to marry Neha, she was in . Scheduled ‘fnr an OTT 1'c]ez‘15e, the film will
a much more financially stable mar!< the directorial df:but of S_hauna Gautam,
position. ‘ Besides these two projects, hf_: 18 a]_so cxpcch

Angad, in fact, bought his first car | to take on a pivotal role in Dinesh Vijan
sg]ely to in]press her. Speaking to tcntﬁthC]y titled film DIICT', as rcp()l‘lcd by
Curly Tales, Angad had said, “When [ | Pinkvilla,
met her, [ said, *Yaar, isse shaadi karni

LT e = '
B Ahan Shetty, Pooja Hegde's
ga;di toh 1hl:§i"21§a? (]?;rinll(;nid;::;c;eeg‘im(lsehe High.E“ergy Thriller Sanki

travels in a BMW, I knew | had to at least

buy a fancy car).” So | saved some money, T G 0 Fl S -
got a loan and bought my first car just to 0 0 n Oors 00“,
impress her.”On the professional front,

Neha is set to make her international debut Detalls lHSldE
in the upcoming film Blue 52, directed by

Egyptian filmmaker Ali El Arabi. The movie

chronicles the story of Ashish, who finds
himselfisolated by his father. Supported by his mother’s steadfast encouragement, he sets out on a journey at
the age of 23 to fulfill his dream of meeting his idol, Messi. at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. This journey
becomes a pivotal and transformative experience for Ashish as he navigates self-discovery and explores the

world for the first time.
L @
Ahan Shetty and Pooja Hegde. Producer Sajid

Accused of Defamation By Producer Kundan = S

June, beginning with a special action

° ' ' i sequence crafted by international designer
Singh Days After Her 'Locked In Room' Claim s s sus s

team is all set to kickstart a week long Mumbai

gathering, and over time, their friendship blossomed into a deep connection. They surprised their fans, with a
secret wedding. They tied the knot in an intimate ceremony at a Gurudwara in 2018.

As Neha revisited her special day, the actress penned a heartwarming note for Angad with a bundle of happy
throwback pictures. The note read, “To the love of my life ... look how far we have come ... Through the friendship ,
the fights and the free style swimming in open waters ...thru the laughs , the victories and the losses ...thru the
impulsive travels , the unplanned date nights and the late night chats till the wee hours of the morning ...thru the
crazy workouts , the midnight snacking , your annoying phone habits and your ability to watch the same
match and movie over n over n over again ... Thru our gorgeous, adorable , extremely squishable babies
and ofcourse thru this adventure called life ... ?? I would do it over n over n over again with you and

only you! Here’s to us | SIX

YEARS BABY

#happyanniversary my love

(@angadbedi 1 love you.”

Angad, had once shared how

he had only Rs 3 lakh in his

bank account during the time

of their wedding. He went on

to say that Neha’s parents were

not concerned about his

financial condition, He had also

revealed when he initially

ince the initial announcement of *Sanki,’
there has been considerable excitement

surrounding the unexpected pairing of

he war of words between television actress Krishna Mukherjee and Shubh Shagun producer Kundan Singh has been schedule with a lot of action sequences

going on fora long time now. It all started after Krishna accused Kundan ofharassment and claimed that he had locked designed by Kecha and then followed by a

her in a makeup room once. While Kundan dismissed all allegations, he has now accused Mukherjee of defamation. Goa schedule. The duo’s chemistry is
Kundan Singh Accuses Krishna Mukherjee of Defamation anticipated to sizzle on screen, adding an extra
The producer was recently speaking to Indian Express when claimed that Krishna is lying to everyone and said, “1 have been layer of excitement to the project.” It is going
defamed. The variations in her allegations point out who is lying and who is speaking the truth. First, she claimed on to be a very different world of Sanki which the
Instagram that Kundan Singh locked her. If I lock someone, will that person not try to break the door first? The most audience will experience with tis
common thing to do is call the police. Her friends are : film.™Sanki’ is positioned as a high-energy

- claiming that Krishna called them. If Krishna had
- called the police, those guys would have been
immediately arrested. Her friend claimed in a video
that she was locked, but because it was at Madh

- Island, he could not go. If your female friend is stuck

in a situation like this, wouldn’t you go? The friend

" could have informed the police.”Kundan slammed
Krishna for saying that he has been threatening her
and claimed that she is making such allegations only
to be in the limelight. “She even accused me of
threatening her. How would I do that? Either through
messages or calls or in person, so she should have at

least one proof of my threats to her. It is pure

‘defamation from her end to come into the limelight.

‘She was on vacation. Once the holidays were over, she

‘came back thinking about how to get work in the

¢ ‘industry and get highlighted. So insulting someone

* “else is the best way,” he added.Kundan also argued
. that everyone on sets is treated with “great respect”
wand claimed since Krishna “wants to prove herself as

~truthful, she is making up ten other lies.”

Vhat Did Krishna Mukherjee’s Allege?

- Liast month, Krishna Mukherjee, who rose to fame with her role in ‘Yeh Hai Mohabbatein’, opened up about battling
depression and blamed the makers of *Shubh Shagun’ for her anxiety. She admitted that she was going through “tough
times” and accused the producer of the show of harassment. The 31-year-old actress further claimed that the makers of the 5 ;
show locked her in a makeup room once when she was unwell and unwilling to shoot. She also accused them of not successful sequels, cach featuring an

sclearing her dues and alleged that a “big amount’ has not been paid by the production house to her yet. ensemble of top actors.

thriller, offering viewers a thrilling mix of
adrenaline-pumping action and compelling
drama. With Sajid Nadiadwala steering the
project, renowned for delivering blockbuster
hits, expectations are soaring for this film to
live up to its promise of entertainment
excellence. The release date for *‘Sanki’ has
been scheduled for Valentine’s Day, 14th
February 2025.

Ahan Shetty made his debut in Sajid’s film
‘Tadap” in 2021, alongside Tara Sutaria.
Penned by Rajat Aroraa and helimed by debut
directors Adnan A. Shaikh and Yasir Jah, the
film garnered attention.In addition to ‘Sanki,’
Sajid Nadiadwala has ‘Housefull 5° in the
works, making history as the first Indian film
franchise with five installments. The
‘Housefull” franchise commenced in 2010
with a star-studded cast including Akshay
Kumar, Riteish Deshmukh, Lara Dutta,
Deepika Padukone, Arjun Rampal, and
Boman Irani. The series continued with
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