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Underwater
challenge in
Indian Ocean

RECENT submarine-related developments in the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) will have a
significant tactical and strategic relevance for
Indian security planners over the short and
medium term. This is an issue that will have to be
prioritised by the government that will assume
office at the Centre in June.In late April, the
launch ceremony of the first Hangor-class
submarine for the Pakistan navy was held at the
Wuchang shipbuilding group’s Shuangliu base
in Wuhan, China. This submarine is an export
variant of the Chinese PLA Navy’s Type
039A/041 Yuan class and is expected to be
inducted into the Pakistan navy by 2028. A
significant feature of this submarine with a
tactical bearing is that it will be capable of air-
independent propulsion (AIP), thereby
increasing its underwater endurance by a
significant margin as compared to a
conventional diesel-electric submarine. This
will enhance Pakistan's underwater and sea-
denial capability in the IOR.The Indian Navy
currently does not have an AIP-capable
submarine, though the need for such a platform
has been felt since 1999. It took more than 20
years for the Defence Acquisition Council of the
Ministry of Defence to give the long-delayed
green signal in June 2021 for the acquisition of
six conventional submarines for the Navy as part
of Project 75(I). Most of the Navy’s
conventional boats (as submarines are referred
to) are over 30 years old and this level of
obsolescence adversely impacts the operational
efficiency of a submarine. Hence, Project 75(I)
is of crucial relevance for the Navy’s underwater
capability.During Modi 2.0, there has been a
welcome emphasis on atmanirbharta (self-
reliance) in the defence sector to reduce import
dependency, but the actual implementation has
been less than optimal. Four major platforms
have been identified as ‘strategic partnership’
projects where Indian entities can collaborate
with foreign manufacturers; the AIP-enabled
submarine is one of them. The other three big-
ticket items are fighter aircraft, helicopters and
armoured vehicles.The Project 75(I) submarine
deal is expected to be in the vicinity of $5 billion
(aboutRs 44,000 crore) — this is not an
insignificant amount. Over the past three years,
two foreign manufacturers have been identified
— one German and the other Spanish— and the
final evaluation process has begun. German
conglomerate TKMS (Thyssenkrupp Marine
Systems) has entered into a partnership with a
public sector unit, Mazagon Docks Ltd (MDL).
This partnership has the robust support of the
German government.The other contending
partnership is between Indian private sector
company L&T and state-owned Spanish
shipbuilding yard Navantia. Indian naval teams
carried out field evaluation trials of the TKMS
offer in March and it is expected that the Spanish

The Forest Survey of India (FSI) in the

Fillip for AAP. Opposition amid campaigning

Preventive measures a must to curb scourge of forest fires

The PM and the Environment Minister must take drastic steps to prevent forest fires and tackle the increasing number of landslides and other natural disasters.

THIS year, much like previous years, fires are raging

through forests in parts of India. The situation is
particularly grim in Uttarakhand, where thousands
of hectares of forests are burning. With wildfires
tearing through the hill state, the situation has
become critical. It is a well-known fact that forest
fires occur between November and June in India.
Adequate preparedness should be ensured to
prevent and get a blaze under control quickly. But
the authorities are having a hard time tackling the
problem. Officials try to evade
responsibility by attributing such
incidents to the dry weather or shifting
the entire blame to anti-social elements.
But the failure of the government to
manage forest fires is a clear outcome of
unpreparedness and unpardonable
negligence on the part of the authorities in
Uttarakhand and all over India.

State of Forest Report 2021, which was
released in 2022, stated that 3,45,989
cases of forest fire occurred in 2021, the
highest in the country so far. The year
witnessed almost one lakh more
instances of forest fire than 2019. The
report should have alerted the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change and state governments all over
the country. We must understand that our
forest resources are critical for sustaining
humans as well as wildlife. Let’s discuss practical
solutions to handle forest fires which occur year
after year, with disastrous consequences for the
ecology and the economy, but are forgotten by all
once the rain gods smile.During my tenure in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests from 1997 to
2002, I had devised a fire-fighting strategy for the
country and calculated the loss annually. I attended
an international seminar organised by the

the idea of using planes and helicopters to douse
forest fires was dropped. It was because India
doesn’t have long stretches of forests, unlike in
Canada, the US and Australia, where aerial foams
are used with solid ground equipment.

A decision was taken to assign funds to the FSI to use

satellites and alert the forest departments concerned
within minutes of a forest fire being detected. This
practice continues today. The FSI immediately
informs the staff concerned about fire incidents.

Each forest division must maintain, repair and clear
the forest fire lines before November and remove
the fuel load from the fire lines and the adjoining
forests. Before November, each range and forest
division must have a fire prevention plan in place —
indicating the vulnerable areas — prepare risk
assessment, instal an early warning system and put it
into practice (such as stationing the equipment,
water bag packs, etc). Areas near habitations must
be mapped for risk management.

Indonesian government at Bagor in the aftermath of Special funds were earmarked for Joint Forest

the devastating fires witnessed in that country’s
coal-bearing forests in 1999. There was consensus
at the meeting that it is better to prevent wildfires
than to wait for them to happen and try to get them
under control, because once it turns into an inferno,
it is impossible for any technological equipment to
control it. A new guideline was issued by the
Ministry of Environment and Forests in 2001, and

trials will be concluded in June. The Project
75(I) is a major techno-commercial deal and it is
likely that there will be intense competition
between the final contenders, the MDL-TKMS
partnership and the L&T-Navantia team.While
the urgency of India acquiring AIP-capable
boats needs little reiteration, the more recent
experience in relation to major defence
acquisitions is not encouraging. The Rafale
fighter aircraft acquired from France is a case in
point. Both the abruptness of the final decision
and the lack of transparency about technology
transfer did not help the atmanirbharta quest.
While there are many considerations apart from
the techno-commercial one in arriving at a final
decision for any major military platform, a brief
review would indicate that the indigenisation
trajectory of the Indian submarine programme
has been chequered. India acquired its first
HDW-Type 209 conventional submarine from
West Germany in the mid-1980s and it was
envisioned that this programme would enable an
indigenous submarine production line at the

MDL.

THE grant of interim bail to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal by the Supreme
Court on the eve of the fourth phase of the
seven-phase Lok Sabha elections is a
morale-booster not only for the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) but also the Opposition bloc
INDIA. Kejriwal was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate on March 21 in the
Delhi excise policy case. The timing of the
move had led to questions about the
impartiality of Central probe agencies in the
run-up to the General Election. Kejriwal
will be available for campaigning till the
final phase of the elections. This is
particularly significant for Delhi and
Punjab, both AAP-ruled states, which will
go to the polls on May 25 and June I,
respectively. The court has imposed certain
conditions on Kejriwal, including
restrictions on his duties as CM. He has been

Management/van panchayats to engage villagers
and extend help during fire seasons. The states were
directed to invoke Section 79 of the Indian Forest
Act, under which villagers and government servants
are duty-bound to report forest fires and help control
them and teams are to be kept ready for each
identified area. The ministry must have reinvented
and reasserted these guidelines every year. Now it is

Kejriwal on poll trail

prohibited from making comments regarding his alleged

Pandemic response and the dilemma of vaccination

for the states to determine why they feel helpless
each time a fire occurs when a procedure is already
in place. It is for them to find out the reasons for the
lack of fire surveillance or preparedness and who is
responsible for that.If state administrations and
forest officers follow a strictly planned and
supervised regimen of fire prevention and disaster
control with sufficient equipment, manpower, funds
and constant monitoring, forest fires can mostly be
prevented and curtailed. The management of fuel
load and human interference is a key
factor, and supervision and mock
drills before and during the fire
season with the involvement of
panchayats and locals are necessary
for ensuring zero tolerance to fire
incidents. A scrutiny of the standard
operating procedures is essential, and
the CM of each state must be
proactive because, as it seems now,
intervention only at that level can
make the system work.The Prime
Minister and the Environment
Minister must haul up the
bureaucracy and take drastic steps to
not only prevent forest fires but also
to tackle the increasing number of
landslides and other natural disasters
in the country, with a special focus on
the hill states of Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh. Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami has taken charge of the
situation, rousing state officials to action. The
results are showing at the ground level, but much
damage has already been done.All political parties
should help educate people about the perils of
setting a forest on fire. The negligence of foresters in
the field has been well known for the past few years,
when religious structures were raised in thousands
under the nose of forest guards and rangers in
Uttarakhand and thousands of hectares of forestland
were encroached upon. It was only after the matter
was repeatedly raised with the PMO that the CM
took the initiative to get a few hundred of such
encroachments demolished. However, no action has
been taken against the field staff or officers in charge
of the ranges and divisions. Everyone in the system
must ensure accountability and good governance;
that’s what the people of Uttarakhand want to see.

www.thephotonnews.com

involvement in the excise policy case and accessing
official files related to the proceedings. The SC’s
recognition of the peculiar circumstances
surrounding Kejriwal’s arrest and his role as a key
Opposition leader amid the ongoing -electoral
exercise reflects a balanced approach. It emphasises
the importance of ensuring a level playing field. The
ED action against him was not an isolated incident
but part of a series of arrests of Opposition leaders,
including AAP ministers. The INDIA bloc has
repeatedly accused the BJP-led Centre of misusing
the state machinery for political gains.

The court’s intervention serves as a bulwark against
the erosion of democratic norms and underscores the
judiciary’s role as a guardian of constitutional
values. The onus is now on the Opposition to make
the most of this opportunity and up the ante against
the ruling party. The BJP is expected to leave no
stone unturned in countering Kejriwal’s claims and
assertions.

The fact that the AZ vaccine was approved in just 10 months must not be lost sight of; it must be recognised and saluted.a

ANGLO-SWEDISH drug-maker Astra-Zeneca (AZ)
has initiated the worldwide withdrawal of its Covid-
19 vaccine. In India, the vaccine, known as
Covishield, was manufactured in collaboration with
AZ by the Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII).
Around 175 crore doses were administered across the
country.The vaccine’s withdrawal has been
attributed to “the availability of multiple, variant
vaccines leaving a surplus of outdated vaccines”.
Simply put, it was just a business decision, coming on
the heels of court proceedings related to cases of
serious side effects and a £100-million class action
lawsuit that the company faces. In February, the
company is reported to have admitted that its Covid
19 vaccine “can, in very rare cases, cause TTS”.

TTS stands for thrombosis with thrombocytopenia
syndrome. It causes low platelet count and formation
of blood clots. Lay articles mention symptoms such
as shortness of breath, chest pain, headaches and easy
bruising.Several people in the UK have claimed that
they suffered various kinds of injuries. In India, too,
some families are pursuing legal action against AZ
and the SII.Against this background, I weigh in on
what public health dictates governments to do and
whether anything could have been done differently in
India.l talked to two highly knowledgeable people,
whose words are worth repeating before I give my
views as a former public health administrator.

I first spoke to Dr Gagandeep Kang, one of India’s
leading microbiologists and virologists, whom I had
known when she was the Executive Director of the
Translational, Health, Science and Technology
Institute of the Ministry of Science and Technology.
As she put it, the WHO announced the probable
association of TTS with the AZ vaccine in March
2021 and confirmed it by May 2021. The SII had

updated its vaccine label to include the risk
for Covishield in October 2021. With TTS,
we only know anecdotally that some patients
reportedly faced side effects, and some cases
eventually resulted in deaths. What was the
risk-benefit of continuing or not continuing
with the vaccination — or even warning
millions of people? Did we have an
alternative?

Answering these questions, Kang explained
what is not widely known: “The risk is age-
dependent and may also be geography-
dependent. The latter can only be measured
by doing pharmovigilance (safety
monitoring of vaccines) either actively, as
we have done for rotavirus vaccines, or
passively, which is to wait for people to
report a problem. The issue with the passive
approach is that anything that does not occur
within the first few hours or days after vaccination
may not be recognised as having an association with
vaccination.”The risk-benefit ratio, particularly for
the Delta wave, was very high on the side of benefit,
particularly for older individuals and somewhat less
for younger ones. Had we followed the lead of the
West and stopped Covishield among less than 40-
year-olds, our alternative would have been Covaxin
which was in short supply resulting in immunisation
becoming very stretched out for younger people.
Given the absence of any India-specific TTS data, it
would have been difficult to monitor,” she said.

Dr Anand Krishnan, Professor at the Centre of
Community Medicine at AIIMS, New Delhi, put it
differently: “Larger public health interest mandated
that a rare side effect did not derail a beneficial
programme. Focusing on side effects could have

—

resulted in high vaccine hesitancy. That does not
mean we should hide it (the side effects)... In
hindsight, it is easy to say that better, more nuanced
and balanced communication would have helped.
Maybe we could also have planned for compensation
for those who encountered rare side effects.”

I have no hesitation in saying that the process of
examining side effect claims would have presented a
nightmare for state governments, whose resources
were overstretched and fully committed to getting the
vaccinations done with utmost expediency. When
pandemics strike, public health professionals and
governments the world over have to triage the
population at risk and ensure that the most vulnerable
get vaccinated on priority. In India, vaccination
clearly prevented tens of thousands of people from
dying or rushing to hospitals at a time when no beds
were available.The fact that the AZ vaccine was

approved in just 10 months — in contrast
to 10 years, which is the usual time taken
to develop a vaccine — must not be lost
sight of and must be recognised and
saluted. It certainly prevented millions of
people from succumbing to severe
illnesses or dying. The situation would
have been different had the severe side
effects been well understood and not been
overlooked by those who took decisions.
But was that so? Was any negative advice
given by any expert body suppressed?
Was there anything essential and equally
actionable that ought to have been shared
with state governments? If not, the
balance of advantage was clearly in
favour of accelerating the vaccination
drive.

We were fortunate we did not see a forceful

anti-vaccine movement which could have impeded
the gargantuan outreach needed to vaccinate India’s
massive population. Dispersed across overcrowded
cities and over six lakh villages, the public health
response was naturally to prevent large-scale
morbidity and mortality. That was non-negotiable.
To expect families and communities to make a choice
would have put millions at risk. In the absence of data
on age or geography, it would have been a wild-goose
chase which could have derailed the programme.
District health workers in India’s 800-odd districts,
having a population of about 20 lakh each, already
had their hands full.

At times, the good (in this case, monitoring side
effects), could have become the enemy of the great
(vaccination of millions at risk). Indeed, for India,
that is the moment of truth!
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Varun Beverages shares gain
after Q1 results. Should you
buy

NEW DELHI. Shares of Varun Beverages surged by
over 5% in early trade on Tuesday following the
announcement of its QI earnings.The company
reported a 25% increase in net profit to Rs 547.9 crore
compared to Rs 438.95 crore in the same quarter last
year. Revenue also saw a significant uptick, rising by
11.2%toRs 4,397.9 crore.

Varun Beverages, which follows the January-December
financial year, witnessed its FMCG stock climbing to
Rs 1558.45 in early trading on Tuesday, up from the
previous close of Rs 1477.80 on the Bombay Stock
Exchange.At around 11:10 am, shares of the company
were trading 1.67% higher at Rs 1,502.50 apiece.

Several brokerages shared positive views on the
company’s Q1 results, citing a host of factors.

Motilal Oswal has set a post-Q1 earnings target price of
Rs 1720, noting a 240bp YoY expansion in EBITDA
margins, attributed to various factors including
decreased PET prices and efforts to reduce sugar
content and adopt lighter packaging materials.

“We largely maintain our CY24/CY25/CY26 earnings.
We reiterate our BUY rating on the stock with a TP of Rs
1,720," said the brokerage firm.

Nuvama has raised its target price to Rs 1690,
highlighting Varun Beverages as a top-tier performer in
the space with expected sustained valuations,
particularly with the rural market rebounding.

"Allinall, we expect VBL to be a top-tier performer in the
space (Nestle at 70x) and assign a PE of 60x (earlier
55x), and with rural coming back, we expect valuations
to sustain. Roll forward the valuation to Q2CY26E
yields a revised TP of Rs 1,690 (earlier INR1,492).
Retain ‘BUY”," said Nuvama.

Explained: Why Zomato
shares fell after delivering
strong Q4 results

New Delhi Shares of online food delivery giant Zomato
fell sharply on Tuesday even as the company
announced strong Q4 results a day ago.Zomato shares
fell as much as 6% in early trade, but rebounded to
trade 1.63% lower at Rs 190.55 ataround 10:45 am.

The company reported a consolidated net profit of Rs 175
crore, compared to a loss of Rs 188 crore in the same
period a year ago. Its revenue from operations stood at
Rs 3,562 crore, compared to Rs 2,056 crore in the
corresponding period a year ago.In addition, Zomato’s
quick commerce business Blinkit has also achieved
operational EBITDA breakeven in March 2024.

While Zomato delivered a solid performance in the
March quarter, its shares fell today. Market experts say
this could be due to profit booking and ongoing market
volatility. Another factor that may have led to the
decline could be elevated employee stock ownership
plan (ESOP) costs. It may be noted that the company
has sought shareholder approval for a fresh ESOP plan
of 18.2 crore shares worth over Rs 3,500 crore.

However, multiple brokerages continue to maintain their
bullish outlook on Zomato stock and some have even
raised their target price.Emkay Global said in a note
that the company’s management is bullish on Blinkit
and aims to maintain its adjusted EBITDA close to
break-even levels over the next few quarters.It noted
that Blinkit intends to increase its dark store count from
525 in the March quarter of the fiscal year 2024 to
1,000 by the conclusion of the fiscal year 2025.

The brokerage further added that the majority of this
expansion is expected to occur in the top-eight cities,
where Blinkit perceives substantial growth
opportunities due to its current under-penetration in
these markets.

Meanwhile, Nuvama Institutional Equities upgraded the
Zomato stock, citing Blinkit’s strong growth and
expansion plans. It said the company’s decision to
ramp up dark store count signifies a notable shift in
expectations and strategic positioning for Blinkit
within the quick commerce sector.

Sensex, Nifty trade flat
after opening higher;
Jindal Steel jumps 4%

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices were
trading flat on Tuesday after opening higher in
early trade, supported by positive retail inflation
data and a surge in shares of Shriram Finance.

The S&P BSE Sensex was trading 3.51 points lower
at 72,772.62 at 10:07 am, while the NSE Nifty50
was up 0.25 points at 22,103.80.

Most of the broader market indices were trading in
positive territory, but high volatility could upset
proceedings, as witnessed during yesterday’s
session.The Nifty Sectoral indices were mixed,
with Nifty Bank, Nifty IT and Nifty Financial
Services trading in the red. Nifty Metal, Nifty
Auto and Nifty Realty were prominent gainers.

The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were Hero
MotoCorp, Hindalco, M&M, Shriram Finance
and JSW Steel.On the other hand, the top losers
were Cipla, Adani Ports, Asian Paints, Nestle
India and Tata Consumer Products. The early gains
were driven by a surge in shares of Shriram
Finance after it announced plans to sell its housing
finance unit.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities Ltd, said, “India's CPI inflation rate hits
an 11-month low, while Nifty bulls ride the
anticipation of rate cuts towards its all-time high.
Despite this apparent climb, increased volatility
lurks beneath the surface, signaled by the India
VIX breaching the 20 level.""Investors await Fed
Chair Powell's speech and key US inflation data,
while technical analysis suggests bullish
momentum with the 'Bullish Hammer' candlestick
pattern. Corporate earnings flood in, with notable
reports from Zomato, DLF, and Jindal Steel,
alongside surging copper prices," he added.

For urban households,

AC prices may increase soon, blame the heatwaves

NEW DELHI. Heatwaves in India are
typically accompanied by a surge in the
demand for air conditioners, driving up its
prices.

The situation this year remains the same as
heatwaves across India have brought a
sharp rise in the demand for air
conditioners, leading to potential
shortages in the market.

Major AC manufacturers such as Voltas,
Daikin, and Blue Star have reported that
the industry is facing a scarcity of
products and models due to the
unprecedented demand driven by
scorching temperatures prevailing over
the past six weeks.As temperatures climb,
sales have begun to surge notably in the
Northern regions, fuelling the shortage.

Industry executives have projected a
decline in sales, estimating a loss of
around 400,000 to 500,000 units,
amounting to Rs 1,200-1,500 crore in
potential business.The extended period of
heatwave conditions since late March in
Southern and Eastern India, coupled with
above-average temperatures in the West,
has pushed AC sales to record levels this
year.This unexpected surge has caught
the industry off guard, with production
planning falling short of meeting the

soaring demand for summer.

Manufacturers are facing challenges

in increasing supplies due to
lengthy lead times for component
procurement, often up to two
months. Additionally, import
restrictions on ACs and critical
components are further limiting
the ability to raise supplies to meet
the increased demand.Daikin
India's managing director, KJ
Jawa, described the situation as
"hand-to-mouth" due to tight
stock availability, as quoted in The
Economic Times.

“The market demand is much more

than the production which was planned
for the summer. The North has picked up
in the last 10 days, while demand is still
robust in South, West and East. Some
companies are facing a shortage in certain
models,” said Jawa.Pradeep Bakshi,
managing director of Voltas, indicated
that the industry could have
accommodated at least a 20% increase in
sales if stocks had been adequately
replenished.

"There are import restrictions and local

contract manufacturers are not equipped
to cater to this demand-supply

affecting the availability of
critical components needed
for AC production.Blue
Star's managing director, B
Thiagarajan, told ET that
April witnessed a substantial
growth in AC sales, ranging
from 70% to 90%, leading to
shortages in various regions.
Although sales may have
peaked in April, the industry
is expected to grow by 30-
40% in the April-June

mismatch,” Bakshi was quoted by The
Economic Times (ET).Government
restrictions on importing gas-filled ACs
have added to the challenges faced by
manufacturers. Importing ACs without
pre-filled gas incurs additional costs for
gas charging, making it economically
unviable for companies to supplement the
shortfall.

Moreover, the Bureau of Indian Standards

(BIS) has imposed quality control
regulations on copper products used in
ACs, restricting sourcing to BIS-certified
factories.This has posed a challenge as
BIS is not certifying factories in China,

quarter.
Nilesh Gupta, director of Vijay

Sales, said that despite
manufacturers facing shortages of
specific models, the consumer demand
during the heatwave is boosting sales
across brands, as quoted by
ET.“However, in a heatwave-like
situation, the consumer is ready to buy
any brand boosting sales of everyone,”
said Gupta.

The India Meteorological Department

(IMD) has forecast a new heatwave spell
commencing on May 16 over Northwest
India, including states like Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, and Bihar.

Phone bl”S (0U|d go Up by 25% SOON: Report IMF Chief Kristalina Georgieva warns

NEW DELHI: Mobile phone users in

India might soon see an increase in their
bills as telecom companies are planning
for another round of'tariff hikes, as per a
recent report from brokerage firm Axis
Capital.This increase in prices is
expected to increase the telecom
operators’ average revenue per user
(ARPU).According to the report,
telecom operators are likely to
implement a hike of around 25%
soon.We expect a meaningful hike of
around 25% by the operators in the near
term on the back of a stable competitive
environment, their need to improve
profitability following heavy 5G
investment, and continued government
support,” ET quoted the report as
saying.The report said that despite the
hike, the increase should be
manageable for both urban and rural
users, especially given the steady
demand for data services.

telecom
expenditure is projected to rise from
3.2% to 3.6% of total spending, while
for rural subscribers, it would increase
from 5.2% to 5.9%.The anticipated

25% rise in headline rates would
translate into a 16% growth in ARPU
for telecom giants like Bharti Airtel
(expected to reach Rs 29) and Jio
(expected to reach Rs 26), according to
Axis Capital estimates.Jio recorded an
ARPU of Rs 181.7 for the quarter
ending March, whereas Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone Idea (Vi) reported ARPU
figures of Rs 208 and Rs 145
respectively for the October-December
2023 period.Bharti Airtel and Vi are yet
to disclose their March quarter figures.

Operators are strategising to monetise

their 5G infrastructure investments by
revising tariff structures of bundled
packages, stated Peeyush Vaish, TMT
industry leader at Deloitte, South Asia
as quoted by The Economic Times
(ET).He anticipates a 10-15% increase
in ARPUs, adding approximately Rs
100 per subscriber by the end of this
year, partly due to price adjustments for
4G/5G bundled packs and the phasing
out of low-value plans.Vaish explained
that consumers are likely to stick with
their providers as long as they receive
high-speed connectivity,

demonstrating a willingness to pay for
telecom services.Analysts foresee
Bharti Airtel and Jio as the primary
beneficiaries of the wireless pack price
hikes.A report by Kotak Institutional
Equities highlighted that these two
companies saw a 58% and 33% surge in
ARPU respectively between
September 2019 and September 2023,
following three successive tariff
increases which ranged from 14% to
102%.During the same period, Vi
observed a 33% rise in ARPU, although
its overall wireless revenue dipped by
7%.Despite Vi's consistent loss of
subscribers offsetting the benefits of
tariff hikes and upgradation of
subscribers from low-value packs, Vi's
wireless revenue remains lower than
pre-hike levels (September 2019), as
per a Mumbai-based brokerage as
quoted by ET.

Vi's CEO Akshaya Moondra has
previously said that the company's
focus is on upgrading its 2G subscribers
(comprising nearly 42% of its total
base), which is impacting ARPU
growth.

This SME IPO made its Dalal Street
debut with a 387% premium

New Delhi Shares of Winsol Engineers

made a blockbuster debut on the Dalal
Street on Tuesday listing at a premium
of 387%The shares of Winsol
Engineers listed on the NSE SME
platform at Rs 365 each, marking a
387% premium over the issue price of
Rs 75 per share.

Bidding for the Winsol Engineers IPO

started on May 6 and closed on May 9.
The IPO allotment was finalised on
May 10.Before its debut, Winsol's
shares were in demand, trading at a
notable premium of Rs 200 in the
unlisted market

The IPO garnered strong attention from

investors, with a subscription rate
exceeding 600 times the offer size of
31.15 lakh shares.It saw an overall
subscription rate of 682.14 times. The
total bids received amounted to 141.44
crore equity shares, exceeding the
20.73 lakh shares offered.The retail
segment was subscribed 780.15 times,

the Qualified Institutional Buyers
(QIB) category was subscribed 207.23
times, and the Non-Institutional
Investors (NII) category was
oversubscribed by a remarkable
1,087.81 times.Beeline Capital
Advisors Pvt Ltd is overseeing the
book running for the Winsol Engineers
IPO, with Kfin Technologies serving
as the IPO registrar.The company
intends to utilise the net proceeds from
the public offer to meet working capital
requirements, support general
corporate functions, and cover public
issue expenses.Winsol Engineers,
headquartered in Jamnagar, is an
integrated engineering, procurement,
construction, and commissioning firm
that specialises in Balance of Plant
(BoP) solutions for wind and solar
power generation ventures.Their BoP
services encompass a spectrum of
tasks like foundation work, substation
civil and electrical work, right of way

services, cabling to substations and the
Grid, along with other related
activities.

Winsol Engineers has established a
strong client base within the renewable
energy sector, thanks to its track record
of timely project completion, industry
expertise, and cost-effective solutions.

In addition to BoP solutions, Winsol
offers operation and maintenance
services, ensuring seamless plant
operations and monitoring.

BoP solutions for Wind and Solar
projects entail all components of a
power generation facility, excluding
the primary generating equipment.
This includes essential structures,
equipment, and systems needed for the

plant's operation.
Winsol oversees the design,
procurement, installation, and

commissioning of these components to
ensure the smooth functioning of the
facility.

of Al tsunami hitting job market

New Delhi, Kristalina Georgieva, the head of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) issued a
warning about the impact of artificial
intelligence (Al) on the job market.She said Al
is going to hit the job market 'like a tsunami' and
will dramatically reshape employment
worldwide within the next two years.She
further said that Al could affect a significant
portion of jobs, with developed countries
potentially losing 60% of their jobs and the
global figure standing at 40%.

Georgieva said that Al has the potential to
increase productivity and efficiency in various
sectors. However, she cautioned that it may also
increase issues like misinformation and income
inequality if not managed carefully.

"It could bring a tremendous increase in
productivity if we manage it well, but it can also
lead to more misinformation and, of course,
more inequality in our society,” said the IMF

head.Georgieva's remarks coincide with
developments in Al technology by major tech
companies.OpenAl's recent launch of the GPT-
40 model, now freely available to all users,
represents a major development in
conversational Al capabilities.

Similarly, Google is set to unveil new Al features
at the I/O 2024 conference, promising further
advancements in Android technology.Despite
ongoing challenges such as the COVID-19
pandemic and geopolitical tensions like the war
in Ukraine, the global economy has shown
resilience and performed better than
anticipated.

Georgieva said that the world is not currently in a
global recession, dismissing concerns that
arose last year about economic downturns.

Additionally, inflation rates, which measure how
prices increase over time, have begun to
moderate in many regions.

She highlighted climate change as a persistent
threat to the global economy and stressed the
importance of implementing strong strategies
to address both existing and future challenges.

Retail inflation eases to 11-month low.
Will RBI cut key rates soon

New Delhi
dropped to its lowest point in 11 months
in April, prompting speculation about
potential changes to the Reserve Bank of
India's (RBI) key interest rates.However,
economists feel that the central bank will
maintain its stance and keep the key
interest rates unchanged due to steady
inflation and concerns about rising food
prices.Data released by the government
on Monday showed that retail inflation
stood at 4.83% in April, marking a
marginal decline from 4.85% in the
previous month.Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economist, Head Research and
Outreach, ICRA Ltd, said the moderation
in inflation was “led by a larger deflation
in the fuel and light segment, and softer
prints for the clothing and footwear, and
pan, tobacco and intoxicants groups”.

Despite two consecutive months of retail
inflation staying below 5%, the RBI is
unlikely to hastily implement interest rate
cuts, given certain underlying
considerations.RBI unlikely to change
rate stance

Retail inflation in India The RBI has maintained its benchmark

interest rate at 6.5% for over a year,
maintaining a relatively cautious stance
due to inflation remaining above its target
of 4%.Economists now anticipate that
rate cuts may not occur until the final
quarter of the year, especially as they
anticipate the RBI will wait for
signals from the US Federal Reserve
before making any moves.Citigroup
Inc economists have adjusted their
projections, now foreseeing the RBI
adopting a neutral stance in August
rather than their earlier estimate of
June.Citigroup's economists Samiran
Chakraborty and Bagar Zaidi wrote
in a note that “waiting until August
for stance change would help the RBI
avoid any early market pricing of rate
cuts, a better view of the monsoon
and the global monetary policy
dynamics”.No respite from rising food
pricesWhile retail inflation witnessed a
marginal decline, rising food prices
remain a concern for the RBI. In April,
inflation in the food and beverages group
rose nearly 7.9%.ICRA’s Aditi Nayar

said, “Inflation in the food and beverages
group inched up to 7.9% in April 2024
from 7.7% in March 2024, although this

Notably, inflation in spices eased to
single digits in April 2024 after a gap of
22 months,” Nayar added.

was not broad-based, and was led by She went on to say that the food and
higher prints across just four of the 12

sub-groups, namely cereals, meat and
fish, oils and fats, and fruits.”“Inflation in
the vegetables and pulses categories
remained in double-digits for the sixth
and eleventh consecutive month,
respectively, thereby contributing to the
elevated food and beverages print.

beverages inflation could rise above the
8% mark in May 2024.“With
continued uncertainty, especially
on the risks to the food inflation
trajectory after Q2 FY2025, the
chance of a stance change in the
upcoming June 2024 monetary
policy review appears rather
dim,” Nayar said.Upasna
Bhardwaj, Chief Economist at
Kotak Mahindra Bank, also
agreed that there might be an
extended period of inaction
regarding the RBI's stance on
policy rates.“Unchanged
headline and core inflation
reading from previous month will
continue to provide respite to the MPC.
However, erratic weather and heatwaves
should keep the overall sentiment
cautious. We do not expect much change
to RBI’s narrative for now, as a prolonged
pause in policy rates remains the base
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‘We too exist’: For Kashmiri Pandits, elections in
Srinagar mean special polling stations in Jammu

New Delhi: They comprise just three per cent
of the total 17.4 lakh voters in Srinagar Lok
Sabha constituency, but 38.73 per cent of the
total 16,338 “mapped” Kashmiri Pandit
migrant voters cast their votes at special
polling stations set up in Jammu on Monday,
to assert that “we too exist somewhere and
want the Valley become a better place for the
youth living there”.Officials said the figure
was three times the nearly 2,500 migrant
voters who cast their votes in Srinagar LS
constituency in the 2019 polls.A total of
52,100 migrant voters staying across the
country are eligible to cast vote in Srinagar
Lok Sabha constituency, but only 16,338 of
them could be mapped by the authorities, said
an election official.“Our vote may not bring
any direct change in our lives, but we have
come here (polling station) to show that we
too, number- wise, exist somewhere and we
also support today’s Kashmir which is
changing for the better,”” said Harshita Dhar, a
first-time voter who travelled all the way
from Delhi to cast her vote at a special polling

station set up at Jagti township near Nagrota
in Jammu.“T know that we are electing an MP
who will work for a constituency where we do
not live, yet I want to have a better Kashmir
where my parents spent some part of their
early life before migrating to Jammu in the
wake of militant violence in the Valley 1990,”
she said.“They were hardly 9 or 10 at that
time and they do not have any good feel of
Kashmir, but we, the youngsters, now want it
to change for the better,” she said, adding that
unlike 1990s when people there was not
ready even to accept their history (historical
existence), “today they treat us with respect™.
A 35-year-old government employee, who
wished not to be named, said that though his
vote doesn’t bring any direct impact on his
life, he has come to vote only to ensure that
his name continues to exist as an Indian
citizen in official records. Moreover, he
hopes that “his vote will make someone listen
to us one day”.What is the other option
available to them, asked Sanjay Bali, 40, who
cast his vote at a special polling station in

Jagti township for KP migrants. “There are
government welfare schemes for everyone
including Gujjars, Bakarwals, but we cannot

think of anything,” he said, adding that he
has, however, come to cast his vote as he is an
Indian first and it is his fundamental right to

exercise his right to vote.Ritua Raina, whose
husband had migrated from Habbakdala in
1989, said that they have cast their vote as
they believe in democracy.eanwhile , a group
of migrants at Jagti township near Nagrota,
where special polling stations were set up by
the Election Commission, held a
demonstration after finding their names
missing from the voter lists.he Election
Commission, in a bid to increase the poll
percentage among migrants, had done away
with the practice of making them fill up
‘Form M’ to cast vote in their native
parliamentary constituencies in the Valley.
They would now be “mapped” constituency-
wise with special polling stations to be set up
in the zones that they are residing in currently,
the EC had said, adding that they will have to
bring with them.Veena, a resident of Jagti
township, came to the polling station along
with three members of her family. All of them
were carrying their EPIC (Voter ID) cards,
but they had to return without casting their
vote as their names were missing.

Four hospitals in Delhi
receive bomb threat via
email
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New Delhi. Four hospitals in Delhi -- Deep Chand
Bandhu Hospital, GTB Hospital, Dada Dev Hospital,
Hedgewar Hospital -- have received a bomb threat
via email. The Delhi Fire Service said a search
operation is currently underway.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police have initiated a probe to
trace the origin of the threat mail. Police teams have
been dispatched to the four hospitals in the national
capital. On Sunday, 10 hospitals in Delhi and the
Indira Gandhi International Airport received bomb
threats via emails. Delhi Police dismissed the threat
as a hoax. On May 1, bomb threats were sent to more
than 150 schools in Delhi-NCR, which later turned
out to be a hoax.he threats were sent to the schools
using a Russian email service. Delhi Public School's
(DPS) Dwarka and Vasant Kunj units, Mother Mary's
School in East Mayur Vihar, Sanskriti School, Amity
School in Pushp Vihar and DAV School in South
West Delhi were among the 100 schools that received
the threat.

In Noida, DPS and Apeejay School also received
similar threats.

Can't Sit On A Couch And Say
Anything": Top Court Raps
Medical Body Chief

'New Delhi: Coming down heavily on the Indian
Medical Association (IMA) president for his remarks
in an interview, the Supreme Court today said that
while it is first one to uphold the freedom of speech,
"there are times when there should be self-restraint".

IMA president Dr RV Asokan is drawing fire from the
Supreme Court for his remarks in an interview, during
which he commented on the court's ruling in the
misleading ads case against Patanjali Ayurved,
founded by Yoga guru Ramdev and his aide
Balkrishna. In fact, IMA is the petitioner in the case
against Patanjali for misleading claims about its
products.ulling up Mr Asokan today, the bench of
Justice Hima Kohli and Justice A Amanullah said, "We
would have expected more sense of responsibility from
you... you can't vent your feelings against the court in
the press like this. What made you go suddenly like
this?"

Mr Asokan offered an unconditional apology. Justice
Kohli replied, "Whether we should accept your
statements after such damaging statements, you are the
one who dragged the other side to the court, saying they
are denigrating you, but when you are put to
test...?"The bench added that it is not happy with his
affidavit. Questioning why he did not issue a public
apology, the court asked, "Everything was written in
black and white, why did you not make amends if you
truly wanted to apologise? What did you do to redeem
yourself after the interview? Tell us.""We are the first
one to uphold the freedom of free speech. But there are
times when there should be self-restraint. As IMA
President, you should have had self-restraint. That's the
point! We didn't see that in your interviews," Justice
Kohli said."Dr Asokan, you are also a citizen of this
country. The amount of criticism judges face, why
don't they react? Because personally we don't have
much of an ego, we are magnanimous. We are entitled
to take action, but very rarely we do," Justice
Amanullah added.The bench said judges use their
discretion with some sense of responsibility. "But that
does not mean you go to town with this kind of
comments. You cannot just sit on a couch and say
anything about the court. What would you have done if
other side made this kind of comments! You would
have come running to this Court," it said. The court said
itis not convinced by the affidavit.

ﬂ_ Monday.
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Delhi man takes 200 flights in a year, steals

passengers vuluubles urres’red

New Delhi. A 40-year-old
man was arrested for
allegedly stealing jewellery
and other valuables from
the handbags of co-
passengers on various
flights, Delhi Police said on

he accused, Rajesh Kapoor,
took at least 200 flights and
travelled for more than 110
days during the past year to
commit thefts, the police
said.

At a press conference at the |
IGI airport, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(IGI) Usha Rangnani said Kapoor had
been arrested from Paharganj, where
he allegedly kept the stolen
jewellery.He was planning to sell them
to Sharad Jain, 46, who has also been
arrested from Karol Bagh, she
said.Rangnani said two separate cases
of thefts were reported on separate

On April 11,

flights in the past three months, after
which a dedicated team from the IGI
Airport was formed to nab the culprits.

a passenger lost her
jewellery worth Rs 7 lakh while
travelling from Hyderabad to Delhi.
Another theft was reported on
February 2, where a passenger had lost
jewellery items worth Rs 20 lakh

while he was

travelling from

Amritsar to Delhi.
Rangnani said that
during investigations,
CCTV footage from
Delhi and Amritsar
airports and the flight
manifests were
analysed.

suspect was
shortlisted as he was
seen on both flights on
which theft incidents
were reported, she
said.His method,
carefully timed to
coincide with the distractions inherent
in the boarding process, allowed him
to operate undetected. To further evade
detection, Kapoor employed a
deceptive tactic - booking tickets
under his deceased brother's name - to
shield his identity from both airlines
and law enforcement agencies.

A

"What He Has Done For Yoga Is Good,
But...": Supreme Court On Ramdev

New Delhi: Yoga guru Ramdev has a "lot
of influence" and must use it "in the
right way", the Supreme Court said
today while hearing the misleading ads

has done a lot for yoga, Justice Hima
Kohli replied, "What he has done for
yoga is good, but Patanjali products is
another matter."

case against Patanjali Ayurved and its The court reserved orders on the

founders Ramdev and Balakrishna.
At the start of today's proceedings, _ .

Senior Advocate Balbir Singh

told the bench of Justice Hima w
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contempt case against Ramdev and
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The matter relates to the Indian Medical
Association's petition against Patanjali
and its founders for misleading ads that
claim its products can cure health
conditions such as high blood pressure
and diabetes. Hearing the matter, the

last year. When the ads did not
stop, the court issued a contempt

Kohli and Justice A Amanullah
that Patanjali has written to TV
channels where its ads are still
running and stopped sale of the

>

products in question. The court
asked Patanjali to file an affidavit
about the stocks of these
products. The court also accepted
Ramdev and Balakrishna's
request to dispense with their presence
in court for now."Baba Ramdev has a
lot of influence, use it in the right way,"
the bench said. When Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta mentioned that Ramdev

R

Balkrishna. The matter will be heard
next on July 9.The court also said this
matter is about ensuring the public is
well-informed. "Public is cognisant, if
they have choices, they make well-
informed choices," it said.

notice and came down heavily on
the Patanjali promoters. It
rejected multiple sets of
ideologies, saying they were "not
heartfelt" and "more of a lip
service". Under fire, Patanjali put
out an apology in newspapers.
This did not convince the court
and it asked if the size of the
apology was similar to full-page
advertisements of its products.
Ramdev and Balakrishna then issued
fresh apologies, displayed prominently
innewspapers.

] Supreme Court warned Patanjali
L-

"FIRs Like Medals": BJP's
Madhavi Latha Defends
Checking IDs At Poll Booth

New Delhi: BJP's candidate for the Hyderabad Lok
Sabha seat, Madhavi Lata, was embroiled in
controversy as a video surfaced showing her
allegedly checking the identities of Muslim
women voters at a polling station, said today that
she received information that the presiding officer
of the booth had caught a minor girl casting her
vote.

"We got the information that the presiding officer
caught a minor girl casting her vote. They are not
registering an FIR. They are free to register an FIR
on me but not on others. My FIR started from
'Ram Baan'. I am getting FIRs in the form of
medals," Ms Latha told news agency .

This is not the first time that an FIR has been filed
against the 35-year-old. Last month, a video of Ms
Latha in which she was seen pretending to draw
and fire an arrow while near a mosque drew
widespread criticism. Later, she denied aiming for
the mosque but issued a public apology
nonetheless for hurting religious sentiments.

The BJP leader was on Monday seen in a video
requesting burqa-clad women voters to reveal
their faces for identification purposes. This action
prompted authorities to file an FIR against her.
Contesting from the Hyderabad Lok Sabha seat,
she defended herself by saying that her actions
were merely an attempt to ensure the integrity of
the electoral process, alleging that 90 per cent of
booths are compromised.

In response to the allegations, Ms Latha claimed
that she was compelled to intervene due to the
alleged inaction of the female police officers
present at the polling booth.

"I am a candidate. As per law, the candidate has the
right to check the ID cards without the facemasks.
] am not a man, I am a woman and with a lot of
humbleness, I have only requested them - can I
please see and verify with the ID cards? If
somebody wants to make a big issue out of it, that
means they are scared," she said.

Ms Latha is challenging four-time Lok Sabha MP
and AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi and BRS
pick Gaddam Srinivas Yadav. This marks the first
time the BJP has fielded a female candidate from
the Hyderabad constituency. The 2024 Lok Sabha
elections in Telangana is seen as a three-way
showdown between the incumbent Congress, the
opposition BRS, and the BJP, featuring a total of
525 candidates. Key battlegrounds include
Hyderabad, Secunderabad, Karim Nagar, and
Chevella constituencies.

Why New Dietary Guidelines In India Have
Advised Avoiding Protein Supplements

The new guidelines,
which include
evidence-based food
and lifestyle-related
recommendations,
called out against
the need for protein

supplements.

- eee—

New Delhi: Protein supplements, which
come with added sugars and additives,
may harm the kidneys and bones and are
not required for healthy people, said
experts on Tuesday, even as the ICMR-
NIN's new dietary guidelines also advise

against them.
The Indian Council of Medical Research

and National Institute of Nutrition
(ICMR-NIN), last week, released 17
dietary guidelines to prevent nutrient
deficiencies, as well as address the rising
risk of obesity, diabetes, and
cardiovascular diseases in India.The
new guidelines, which include
evidence-based food and lifestyle-
related recommendations, called out
against the need for protein
supplements.

It noted that a healthy and proper diet is
enough to fulfil the protein
requirements of all individuals.As per
the new guidelines, the
recommendation for protein is
0.83g/kg/day, and the estimated
average intake is 0.66 g/kg/day."With
increased knowledge and information
about micronutrients and their importance
in a balanced diet, people have resorted to
protein powder, protein supplements,
among other artificial nutritional
supplements," Dr. N Vijayshree, Head and
Chief Dietician of MGM Healthcare told
TANS."These protein powders are usually

made with eggs, milk, whey, or plant
sources such as soy, peas, or rice,
sometimes with a mix of these
sources."These supplements, with added
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sugars and additives, defeat the purpose of

having a balanced diet, causing severe or
more damage to our kidneys and bone
health," the doctor added.

Vani Krishna, Chief Nutritionist, at Manipal
Hospital Varthur, told IANS that protein
intake can be achieved by adding
legumes, pulses, nuts, seeds, eggs,
poultry, fish, etc with a balanced diet for

all age groups.n individual's protein
intake has to be assessed and checked by a
qualified clinical nutritionist before
administering any kind of protein
powders/supplements. For obtaining
good quality protein, a combination of
cereals with pulses in the ratio of 3:1 will
help to meet the amino acids needed in the
body," Vani said.r. Vijayshree also
advised physical activity to use the
protein consumed and avoid muscle loss,
as well as an adequate amount of carbs
and fats for the effective utilisation of the
consumed protein."A balanced diet must
meet the need for 20 essential amino acids
required for bodily functions. To obtain
some of these amino acids, which cannot
be synthesised in our body, it is important
to consume diverse food groups like
carbohydrates, fats, and protein."Protein
supplements are not recommended for
normal, healthy people. Critically ill,
hospitalised patients may require protein
supplements, which should be
recommended and monitored by clinical
professionals," Dr. Vijayshree said.
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Portion of collapsed Baltimore
bridge blown up to clear wreckage

Baltimore US crews in Baltimore set off controlled
explosions on Monday to allow them to remove a
portion of the collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge from
the bow of the massive container ship that toppled the
spanin March.

The detonations were meant to break the bridge's truss into
small sections, enabling salvage crews to use cranes and
barges to haul away the twisted metal wreckage, the US
Army Corps of Engineers said. The work, originally
planned for Sunday, was delayed because of weather
conditions.The US Army Corps of Engineers and state
officials did not immediately respond to requests for
comment on how successful the detonations were.In the
early morning of March 26, the ship, the Dali, lost power
and crashed into a bridge support, sending the span into
the Patapsco River, with a major portion draped over the
Dali's bow. Six construction workers were killed.

The incident initially halted traffic at the Port of Baltimore,
which ranks first in the US in several cargo categories,
including autos and light trucks, farm and construction
machinery, imported sugar and imported gypsum,
according to the state of Maryland.

Since the crash, four temporary channels have been
opened, allowing for some shipping to resume. The
Corps said it aims to restore port access to full capacity
by the end of May.Maryland estimates it will cost $1.7
billion to $1.9 billion to rebuild the bridge and
anticipates completion by fall 2028.

In April, the FBI opened a criminal probe into the collapse.
Safety investigators recovered the ship's "black box"
recorder, which provides data on its position, speed,
heading, radar, and bridge audio and radio
communications, as well as alarms.

Major US airlines sue Biden
administration over rule on
disclosing extra fees

Washington US airlines are suing to block the Biden
administration from requiring greater transparency
over fees that the carriers charge their passengers,
saying that a new rule would confuse consumers by
giving them too much information during the ticket-
buying process.

The US Transportation Department said Monday it will
vigorously defend the rule against what it called
“hidden junk fees.” American, Delta, United and three
other carriers, along with their industry trade group,
sued the Transportation Department in a federal appeals
court on Friday, asking the court to overturn the
rule.The trade group, Airlines for America, said the
Transportation Department is going beyond its
authority by attempting “to regulate private business
operations in a thriving marketplace.” The airlines said
the administration hasn’t shown that consumers can’t
get information about fees already.

“Airlines go to great lengths to make their customers
knowledgeable about these fees,” Airlines for America
said Monday. “The ancillary fee rule by the Department
of Transportation will greatly confuse consumers who
will be inundated with information that will only serve
to complicate the buying process.”

The Transportation Department announced the new rule
on April 24. It would require airlines and travel agents
to disclose upfront any charges for baggage and
cancelling or changing a reservation. Airlines must
show the fees on the first website page where they quote
a price for a flight.“We will vigorously defend our rule
protecting people from hidden junk fees and ensuring
travellers can see the full price of a flight before they
purchase a ticket. Many air travellers will be
disappointed to learn that the airline lobby is suing to
stop these common-sense protections,” the department
said Monday.Among the nation’s six biggest airlines,
only Southwest did not join the legal challenge, which
was filed in the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
New Orleans. Southwest said the rule will have little to
no effect on it because the Dallas-based carrier lets
passengers check two bags for free and has never
charged extra fees for changing or cancelling
reservations.“Overall, we support every airline’s right
to price its products but believe fees should be clearly
and consistently disclosed, so consumers can make
informed purchasing decisions,” Southwest said.

Ex-lawyer on Trump's reaction
to Stormy Daniels story:
‘Women will hate me'

World. Donald Trump's estranged former lawyer
Michael Cohen testified in court that the former US
President asked him to "just do it" while approving a
hush money payment of $130,000 to adult star Stormy
Daniels to buy her silence on an alleged 2006 sexual
encounter. Cohen also recalled that his former boss had
said "women are going to hate me" when he learnt
about Daniel approaching tabloids for her
story.According to the former lawyer, Trump believed
that not paying Daniels could lead to a derailment in
his 2016 presidential campaign, according to Cohen.

Cohen, who is the prosecution's star witness, appeared in
court on Monday as Trump's hush money trial entered
its fifth week at the criminal court in Manhattan, New
York.65.The 57-year-old also said that at the time, his
former boss "wasn't thinking about Melania (Trump).
This was all about the campaign", Reuters news
agency reported.Meanwhile, the former President has
maintained his innocence in the case, denying that he
ever had sex with Daniels. He has also pleaded not
guilty to 34 counts of falsifying business records to
cover up Cohen's $130,000 payment to Daniels.

The 77-year-old Republican candidate has deemed the
trial a "politically motivated attempt" to undermine his
campaign for this year's presidential election.Here's
what Michael Cohen said in court:

Cohen, when he took the stand on Monday, said, “I had
to get this (hush money payment) done. This would be
catastrophic to the campaign," CNN reported.

While recalling about the time when he learnt that
Stormy Daniels was taking her encounter story to
tabloids just weeks before election, the former lawyer
said, "He (Trump) said to me, 'This is a disaster, a total
disaster. Women are going to hate me'. Guys, they
think it's cool, but this is going to be a disaster for the
campaign."

Indian-origin Nazi sympathiser pleads
guilty to crashing truck near White House

world. An Indian-origin man in the US has
pleaded guilty to attacking the White
House with a rented truck in May 2023
with the intent of replacing the
democratically-elected government with
a dictatorship fuelled by the ideology of
Nazi Germany, according to a US
attorney.According to the plea agreement,
Sai Varshith Kandula (20), of St. Louis,
Missouri, crashed a rented truck into the
White House perimeter, and he was
attempting to gain access to the White
House to seize political power.US District
Court Judge Dabney L. Friedrich has
scheduled his sentencing for August
23.US Attorney Matthew Graves on
Monday said Kandula intended to replace
the democratically elected government
with a dictatorship fuelled by the ideology
of Nazi Germany and for himselfto be put
in charge of the US.Kandula admitted to
investigators that he would have arranged
for the killing of the US President and
others if necessary to achieve his
objective.His actions were calculated to
influence or affect the conduct of
government by intimidation or coercion,
the Department of Justice said.

Stormy Daniels wore bulletproof vest °
to Trump trial fearing a "nut

world. The whole world read adult
entertainer Stormy Daniels' testimony
against former US President Donald
Trump last week about their alleged
sexual encounter in the hush money
case. But did you know that Stormy
Daniels wore a bulletproof jacket to
the court? =
The adult entertainer's lawyer, Clark {85
Brewster, has revealed that Stormy |
Daniels was so scared for her life that
she wore a bulletproof jacket to and
in the courtroom in New York.
Brewster said she was scared of
"what a nut could do to her".She was
taking the witness stand to discuss
the details of her alleged sexual
encounter with Trump in a hotel in
Lake Tahoe, US. Daniels' testimony is
an important development in the trial
and she was being cautious.She was
concerned about the security coming in
to New York," Clark Brewster, her
lawyer told CNN. "She wore a
bulletproof vest every day until she got
to the courthouse," he added."I can tell
you that before she came on Sunday

According to court documents, Kandula
flew on a commercial flight from St.
Louis, Missouri, to Washington DC in the
afternoon of May 22, 2023, connecting
via another airport on a one-
way airline ticket. Kandula
arrived at Dulles International
Airport at about 5.20 pm and
rented the truck at 6.30 pm.He
stopped for food and gas and
then drove to Washington DC,
where he crashed into the
barriers protecting the White
House and President’s Park at
9.35 pm at the intersection of H
Street, Northwest, and 16th
Street, Northwest.Kandula
drove onto the sidewalk,
sending pedestrians running
from the scene. After striking
the barriers, the truck backed up
in reverse, then lurched forward, striking
the metal barriers a second time. The
second impact disabled the truck which
began smoking from the engine
compartment and leaking fluids.Kandula

flag and a three-by-five foot red-and-
white banner with a Nazi Swastika in the
centre and brandished it. US Park Police
and US Secret Service officers arrested

Kandula at the scene and took him into
custody.

His actions caused $4,322 in damage to the
National Park Service and over $50,000
in damage to U-Haul International.

exited the vehicle and went to the back of This amount included costs for repairing the

the truck. From a backpack, he removed a

metal bollard barriers to their original

condition and ensuring structural
soundness, oil and chemical removal,
spill cleanup, and disposal of fluids from
the crashed U-Haul, and the cost of the
destroyed U-Haul truck, federal
prosecutors said.“Kandula planned
the attack for several weeks. Prior to
renting the truck and crashing it on
White House grounds, he made
several attempts to gain access to
vehicles or armed security guards.
For example, on April 22, 2023,
Kandula requested 25 armed guards
and an armoured convoy from a
security company located in
Virginia,” the press release
said.“On May 4, 2023, Kandula
attempted to contact several other
companies in an attempt to rent a
large commercial tractor-trailer
truck, a dump truck, or another large
truck. Kandula was unsuccessful in
arranging for security guards or a tractor-
trailer truck or dump truck. Kandula had
attempted to arrange for the services of
these security guards and the use of large
vehicles in order to carry out his offence
againstthe US Government,” it said.

onald Trump praises fictional
killer Hannibal Lecter while
speaking on migrants

world. Former US President Donald Trump

she cried herself to sleep. She was
paralysed with fear, not of taking the
stand or telling her story, but what
some nut might do to her. And I'm
genuinely concerned about it as well."

The lawyer must have been referring to

Trump's supporters. People backing
Trump have been violent at times, as
was witnessed during the Capitol Hill
storming on January 6,2021.

Daniels, who has acted in several adult

movies, was heard for about seven
hours, and she discussed the details
about a 2006 sexual encounter with

Trump.The former US President and
Republican challenger has denied the
charges.Daniels clarified to the jury
how she was not forced physically or in
any other way to have any physical
relationship with Trump. She was
also not under the influence of drugs
or alcohol at the time.Her lawyer
further discussed how she lives in an
area which does not have enough
security provisions. Before leaving
home, she also wore a necklace
made by her daughter for her.
Daniels' statement was much awaited
in the trial, and she faced rigorous
cross-examination during the trial.
Trump's team claimed her testimony
could not be trusted.Her lawyer even
revealed he could hear Trump "cursing
audibly". As for how Daniels felt, "she
was pretty nonplused by him. She
really didn't pay much regard to him.
She heard him cursing in the courtroom,
but I don't think that impacted her at all.
They were really trying to make her
feel ashamed in some way of her
profession."

Europe's most wanted migrant-
smuggler ‘The Scorpion’ arrested in Irag

world. Barzan Majeed, considered to be

Europe's most wanted migrant
smuggler, has been arrested in Iraq's
Kurdistan region after two years on the
run. Nicknamed 'The Scorpion',
Majeed and his gang of human
traffickers smuggled around 10,000
migrants in boats and lorries across the
English Channel.An investigation
carried out by the BBC to locate the
absconding human smuggler tracked
him down to Iraq's Sulaymaniya
city.“Maybe a thousand, maybe 10,000.
I don’t know, I didn’t count,” he told
the BBC during a call last month
regarding the number of migrants he
had trafficked from the city.God
(writes it down) when you’re going to
pass away, but this is sometimes your
fault. God doesn’t never say ‘Go inside
the boat’."

In a series of tweets on Monday, the UK's

National Crime Agency (NCA)
thanked the BBC for "highlighting his
case, and remain determined to do all
we can to disrupt and dismantle the
criminal networks involved in
smuggling people to the UK, wherever
they operate".ccording to the NCA,
Majeed was detained on May 12 by
Kurdish security forces."Majeed, who
had previously lived in Nottingham,
was the subject of an NCA wanted
appeal in November 2022 after he was
convicted of people smuggling
offences in his absence in Belgium,
following a joint UK-Belgian
investigation," the Agency
tweeted.Speaking to the BBC, an
official of the Kurdistan Regional
Government said officials used the
British broadcaster's findings to locate
Majeed."The arrest was made outside
his home, they arrested him the

moment he stepped out of the home
and arrested him without any major
problems,” the official was quoted as
saying to the BBC.“We are now
looking at charges against him here
first and foremost, and then we will be
discussing with European police and
prosecutors who want to question him
and deal with him.

”"Majeed's gang is believed to have
controlled much of the people-
smuggling trade between Europe and
the UK between 2016 to 2021. Twenty-
six gang members were arrested and
convicted at courts in the UK, France
and Belgium following a two-year
international police
operation.However, Majeed, who
managed to evade arrest and was
absconding, was tried in absentia at a
court in Belgium and convicted of 121
counts of people-smuggling.

praised Hannibal Lecter, a fictional serial
killer and cannibal from the Oscar-winning
movie "The Silence of the Lambs", while
speaking of concerns over migration ahead of
the presidential elections.

At a rally in New Jersey, Trump claimed that
migrants crossing the border were violent
criminals as he went on to praise Lecter,
calling him "a wonderful man"."Has anyone
ever seen "The Silence ofthe Lambs'? The late,
great Hannibal Lecter. He's a wonderful
man," Trump said. "He often times would
have a friend for dinner. Remember the last
scene? 'Excuse me, I'm about to have a friend
for dinner,' as this poor doctor walked by," the
Republican leader said.Turning his focus on
the migrant crisis, Trump said migrants were

entering the US "totally unvetted" and
destroying "our country".

"We have people that have been released into
our country that we don't want in our country,
and they're coming in totally unchecked,
totally unvetted. They are destroying our
country, and we are sitting back and we better
damn well win this election, because if we
don't, our country is going to be doomed. It's
going to be doomed," Trump said.The former
President had previously compared migrants
to Lecter. In the past, Trump has praised
Lecter as "legendary" and a nice fellow, The
New York Times reported.

"The Silence of the Lambs" is one of several
references that Trump frequently invokes
during his rallies. Hannibal Lecter was played
by Anthony Hopkins, winning an Oscar for
his performance.

White House plays Saare Jahan Se

Accha, serves g

World. The White House's Marine Band
played 'Sare Jahan Se Accha Hindustan
Hamara', a popular Indian patriotic song,
at areception on the occasion of the Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific
Islander (AANHPI) Heritage Month. The
reception also featured Indian street food,
including golgappa (pani puri) and khoya
(sweetmeat).This was the second time in
less than a year that 'Sare Jahan Se Accha'
was played at the White House. Last time

it was played was during the State Visit of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on June
23, 2023. This reflects the strong US-
India relationship, according to Indian-
American community leader Ajay Jain
Bhutoria.At a reception with President
Joe Biden and Vice-President Kamala
Harris, celebrating the AANHPI Heritage
Month, the song 'Saare Jahan Se Accha
Hindustan Hamara', written by
Mohammad Iqbal during India’s
Independence struggle, was played twice
by the White House Marine Band upon
the request of Indian Americans invited
by the president for the annual event,
reported news agency PTL“This was an

amazing celebration of the
White House’s AANHPI
Heritage Month at the Rose
Garden. The best part was that
as | walked into the White
House, 1 was greeted by the
musicians playing ‘Sare Jahan
se Accha Hindustan Hamara’,”
Bhutoria said.The reception
also featured Indian street food,
including golgappa (pani puri)
and a sweet dish khoya. This is
a recent addition to the White
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| ? golgappa,” Bhutoria said.

The guests included scores of
Asian Americans and several
Indian Americans, including
US Surgeon General Dr.
Vivek Murthy, who played an
important role in the fight
against Covid-19.He
enthralled hundreds of
viewers by playing drums at
the event held at the White
House. The Indian American
surgeon general showcased
his drumming skills for a few

traditional samosas.

“Last year when I was here, there were
golgappas/pani puri. This year too, I was
looking for them and then suddenly, one
of the servers brought in the pani puri/
golgappa. That was amazing. The taste
was dingy and a little spicy. Perfect!”
Bhutoria told PTI after attending the
AANHPI reception in the Rose Garden of
the White House on Monday evening.

Bhutoria met White House executive chef
Cristeta Comerford and asked her about
the golgappa during the event.

“T asked her, did you make the golgappas in
the White House? She said, yes, we made
everything in the White House,” Bhutoria
was quoted as saying by PTI.

Bhutoria believes the growing popularity of
golgappa in the US is due to American
officials trying the street food while
travelling in India.“A lot of US
administration officials, whether officials
from the State Department or the White
House, have travelled to India many times.
I'm sure their counterparts over there say
that of all the street foods, you need to try

minutes.The month of May is
celebrated as Asian American, Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (AANHPI)
Heritage Month. AANHPI encompasses
cultures from Asia and the Pacific Islands
of Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia,
including around 50 ethnic groups and
100 languages.The month was chosen
because the first Japanese immigrant
arrived in the US in May 1843. It also
honours the Chinese immigrants who
helped finish the transcontinental railroad
inMay 1869.
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Rishabh Pant's return a big boost for
DCin final group-stage game: Pravin
Amre

New Delhi . DC captain Rishabh Pant is set to
return for the team's final group-stage match
in the Indian Premier League. Pant, who was
suspended by the IPL from the team's last
fixture against RCB was angry after a late
announcement for his suspension was made.
Pant was banned for a gave due to over-rate
offence in the match vs RR.Speaking ahead
of the team's final group-stage game vs LSG
on Tuesday, 14 May, DC assistant coach
Pravin Amre said that Pant's return will be a
huge boost for the team who still have a
chance to qualify for the playoffs in the
Indian Premier League 2024 season. DC
currently have 12 points from 13 matches,
and if they win their next game, they might
qualify for the playoffs on NRR basis."The
way he is playing this year he is the highest
run gutter during the year but rules are rules.
We missed him because of the rule (against
RCB). It affected our batting line up and sure
tomorrow he will be there and we will finish
well," Amre told ANI ahead of the LSG
game.IPL2024: DC vs LSG Preview

Amre reviewed the 2024 edition of the
tournament and hinted that he did not like the
run-fest in most of the matches.

"I feel IPL's governing body will look into it. It
is also important to know that for the crowd it
was surprising to see teams scoring 500 runs
in a T20 match. That's happened in IPL. So,
the committee will decide what is better for
IPL," the assistant coach added.

DC are currently in the 6th spot in the points
table and are tied in points with RCB and
LSG. Aloss against DC will mostly knock KL
Rahul's LSG out of the tournament.

Jurgen Klopp thanks travelling
fans on final away game as
Liverpool manager

New Delhi Liverpool's outgoing manager
Jurgen Klopp has hailed the 'absolutely
insane' travelling fans after his final away
game in charge as the team fought out an
entertaining 3-3 draw at Aston Villa in the
Premier League on Monday evening. Klopp
had his name chanted on the away end
throughout the match, and after the final
whistle, he saluted the support in an
emotional exchange.Liverpool were denied a
victory when Villa substitute Jhon Duran
scored twice in the final five minutes of
normal time. The Reds had taken the lead
with an Emiliano Martinez own goal, a Cody
Gakpo strike, and Jarell Quansah’s first
Premier League goal. The visitors were
without the injured Andy Robertson, but
Klopp provided an encouraging update on
the left-back’s fitness ahead of Sunday’s
season finale at home against Wolves.

"I know it's the last time, it just doesn't feel
(like) it," Klopp told reporters. "The away
fans were always absolutely insane. What
they did, where they were, we asked them to
travel a lot over the years. It is a wonderful
relationship."After Liverpool lifted the
League Cup in February, they seemed poised
to challenge for the title. However, their
hopes were dashed following a series of poor
results last month. On looking back at his
season, the German manager said finishing
third was still something to be proud of.
"From where we came from (third place) is a
statement as well," he added."For me, the
story of the season is that the boys have
really, really good character and a sensational
attitude — that's why we were here today and
that's why we have now 79 points. "I am not
over the moon about it but obviously for a
week or two we've had to accept we cannot be
the best or the second-best team in the league,
(but) that's a good basis for the future and
that's all you can ask for."

CSK supporters are MS Dhoni fans
first: Rayudu reveals Jadeja's
frustration

New Delhi Former CSK and India player
Ambatu Rayudu has claimed that many CSK
supporters are MS Dhoni fans first and then
the fans of the franchise. Speaking on Star
Sports ahead of CSK's final group stage
game of the Indian Premier League 2024
season, Rayudu has said that during his
playing days, he struggled with the idea that
fans would come to watch MS Dhoni first
and then the Chennai-based team.Rayudu
further revealed that in the matches, he and
Ravindra Jadeja would not be cheered for
hitting boundaries or doing well, but the
crowd would be abuzz for MS Dhoni in
Chennai. Rayudu said that Ravindra Jadeja
has been frustrated with the same over the
last few years, but it is not possible to do
anything about it."Even when you hit a six
and a four the crowd is silent, me and Jadeja
felt that in the last few years. I really believe
when [ say this, that CSK fans are MS Dhoni
fans first, and CSK fans later. Even Jadeja
gets frustrated, but he cannot do anything,"
Rayudu said on Star Sports.MS Dhoni's
fandom has been at the very peak this season,
which is possibly going to be his final one in
the tournament. Dhoni, who has been
struggling with injury this season has been in
phenomenal hitting form and has brought the
joy back to the fans. Dhoni's incredible
cameos and aura in the final overs of the
game has put the opposition in trouble as
retired Dhoni has hit seasoned bowlers for
massive sixes in the stands.Dhoni has not
revealed anything about his future at the
franchise yet. The legendary captain passed
the leadership baton to Ruturaj Gaikwad, the
young opener from the franchise. It is
expected that Dhoni will leave at the end of
the season due to the mounting load of
injuries.

New Delhi LSG head coach Justin

New

IPL 2024: Ravi Shastri
Impact Player rule amid debate

«Former India coach Ravi
Shastri has backed the
Impact Player rule

«Shastri said the IPL rule
has contributed to number
of thrilling finishes

«BCCI Secretary Jay Shah
said that the Impact Player
rule was not permanent

New Delhi. Former India coach Ravi Shastri
backed the Impact Player rule in IPL 2024,
saying that it has contributed to many
thrilling finishes in the ongoing edition. The
Impact Player rule has been identified as a
major factor contributing to the high scores
recorded in IPL 2024 and Indian captain
Rohit Sharma has criticized the rule,
arguing that it hampers the development of

all-rounders in India. Rohit, the first
prominent Indian player to voice concerns
about the rule, pointed out that it was
introduced in the IPL in 2023 after a trial in
the domestic Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy T20
tournament. The rule permits teams to
substitute a 12th player at any point during
the match, replacing one of the original XI
announced at the toss."The Impact Player
[rule] is good. You have to evolve with the
times," Shastri told R Ashwin on his
YouTube channel. "You know, it happens in

other sports as well. It's got tighter finishes.
You have to evolve with the times and I
think it's a good rule. You saw the number of
tight finishes we had in last year's IPL. So,
you know, it has made a big difference."
While some, including India captain Rohit
Sharma, believe the rule hinders the
development of all-rounders, others see its
benefits. For example, Ashwin highlighted
Dhruv Jurel, who started his IPL career as an
Impact Player in 2023 and made his Test
debut for India within a year. "You know

| am curious: Justin Langer on prospect of
becoming the next coach of Indian team

Langer is curious about the Indian
team's head coach position. Speaking
to the Times of India ahead of their
match against DC, Langer said the
Indian head coach position is an
extraordinary role. The Board of
Control for Cricket in India invited
applications on 13 May with Rahul
Dravid's tenure coming to an end
after the T20 World Cup 2024.Langer
said that he had deep respect for the
coaches of any international team as
he knew that it was a very difficult
job. Langer said that the head coach's
role in India will be fascinating due to
the massive talent pool.

“Well, I am curious. I’ve never ever thought

about it. I have deep respect for any
international coach because I understand
the pressure, but coaching the Indian team

would be an extraordinary role. From what
I’ve seen with the amount of talent I’ve
seen in this country, it would be
fascinating,” Langer told TOI in an

interview.Langer coached
Australia to a T20 World
Cup win in 2021, and then
Ashes win in the very same
season. Langer said that it
was a hell and heaven
difference between the jobs
of a coach and an assistant
coach.“T went straight from
playing to coaching — as an
assistant coach, which is the
best coach job in the world.
You work about two hours a
day, everyone’s your best
friend, and you’ve got no
accountability. Then you
become head coach, oh man,
then you work about 16
hours a day. No one likes you. And you’ve
got 100% accountability!" Langer
concluded.

Gambhir reveals his only regret at KKR:
Not using Suryakumar to full potential

« KKR mentor Gautam Gambhir
has revealed that his only
regret KKR captain is that he
was not able to use
Suryakumar Yadav to his full
potential. Suryakumar left KKR
ahead of the 2018 season.

Delhi. KKR mentor Gautam
Gambhir has spoken about his one and
only regret during his time as the captain
ofthe franchise. Gambhir, who led KKR
to two IPL titles in 2012 and 2014 said
that his only regret in his time at KKR is
that he was not able to bring the best out
of Suryakumar Yadav.

Suryakumar was KKR's designated

finisher between 2014-2017.
Suryakumar showed glimpses of
brilliance and many argued that the
batter should be brought up the batting
order. Due to the packed batting line-up,
Suryakumar was not able to get that

chance and asked to be released by the
franchise. Suryakumar joined back MI
in 2018 and became one of the best
batters in the Indian Premier League.“A
leader’s role is to identify the best
potential and show it to the world. If
there is one regret I have in my seven
years of captaincy is that me and as a
team never managed to use Suryakumar
Yadav to the best of his potential,”

Gambhir told Sportskeeda in an
interview.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024
Points Table and Standings | 2024
IPL Full Schedule

“And the reason was down to
combinations. You can only play one
player at No. 3. And as a leader, you
have to think about the other 10
players in the XI as well. He would
have been way more effective at No.
3, but was equally good at No. 7,” he
added.

Suryakumar Yadav made his India
debut after playing for MI. The batter
rose rapidly in the cricketing world

and conquered the No. 1 spot in the

ICC's list of top T20I batters.

Suryakumar captained the Indian team

in 2023 and did surprisingly well. The

Indian team will have high hopes from

Surya in the T20 World Cup 2024. India

have selected an experienced squad and

are one of the favourites to lift the T20

World Cup title.

backs

when any new rule comes in, there will
bea€apeople will try and justify why that's
not right," Shastri said. "But in time when
you see the scores - 200 and 190 - and then
like you mentioned individuals grabbing
that opportunity and making the most of it,
people will start re-looking at how they
think about it."The BCCI Secretary Jay
Shah said the Impact Player rule was "not
permanent” and that a decision on its use in
future IPL editions will be made following a
conversation with stakeholders after the
T20 World Cup 2024. "Impact Player is like
a test case. We have implemented it slowly.
The biggest advantage of it is that two
Indian players are getting a chance [in each
game], which is the most important,”" Shah
had told reporters at the BCCI headquarters
in Mumbai on Thursday. "We will consult
with the players, franchises, broadcasters
[and take a call]. This is not permanent [but]
I am not saying that it will go. "[We'll see] if
it's making the game more competitive or
not. Even then, if a player feels that this is
not right, then we will talk to them. But no
one has told us anything yet, so it will be
decided after the World Cup."

James Anderson's England
retirement is right decision

at right time: Rob Key

New Delhi. England's managing director of

cricket, Robert Key, said pace bowler James
Anderson's choice to end his 21-year
illustrious career was an appropriate one as the
country looks to build a side for the future.
Anderson confirmed on Saturday that he will
retire from Test cricket following the series'
first match against the West Indies at Lord's in
July. Anderson, who made his England debut
at Lord's in 2003, will end his career there,
playing his 188th Test two weeks before his
42nd birthday. He has 700 Test wickets,
trailing only Sri Lankan spinner Muttiah
Muralitharan (800) and Shane Warne (708) on
the record. Anderson, the highest wicket-taker
amongst pace bowlers in Test cricket, will play

his final red-ball game for England in July.
The veteran fast bowler, who reached the
landmark of 700 Test wickets in the
Dharamsala Test against India earlier this
year, announced the decision on social media.
"We said 'we think it's time for us to move on,
that we have to start looking towards the
future'," Key told the BBC Test Match Special
County Cricket podcast. "This is the right
decision and this is the right time. Hopefully
he gets a fantastic end at Lord's." Head coach
Brendon McCullum flew over to England to
hold talks with Anderson over his future, Key
said. "We had a conversation for about an hour
and a half, which Baz led. I don't think Jimmy
was expecting it, but I don't think it was
completely unexpected," Key said."I'm going
to miss walking out for England so much. But I
know the time is right to step aside and let
others realise their dreams just like I got to,
because there is no greater feeling," Anderson
wrote. Anderson, 41, has played Test cricket
for nearly two decades, becoming one of the
best bowlers the format has ever seen. He
made his Test debut at Lord's in 2003 and has
700 wickets from 187 Tests. "Thank you to
everyone who has supported me over the
years, it's always meant a lot, even if my face
often doesn't show it. See you at the Test," he
wrote. We felt it was right that Jimmy and the
public had the opportunity to say goodbye. We
didn't impress upon him that he needed to
make the decision there and then. Not so long
ago he decided the Lord's game would be his
last.

India doing well, hopefully we can qualify for
Women's 720 World Cup semis: Harmanpreet

New Delhi Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur is

confident that the Indian women's team will
be amongst the semi-finalists in this year's
T20 World Cup. Harmanpreet believes that
defeating the 'Southern Stars' will be crucial
in securing India's first global title. The T20
World Cup is scheduled to take place in
Bangladesh from October 3-20, with
Harmanpreet counting on the Indian team's
familiarity with the conditions to boost their
chances. India were drawn in Group A
alongside six-time champions Australia,
New Zealand, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka for
the tournament's ninth edition. Group B
includes South Africa, England, 2016
champions West Indies, Bangladesh, and
Scotland.

"India, Australia, England and South Africa.

Because all these teams have been doing
really well and hopefully these four can
qualify for the semis so we can have very

good cricket over there. I
think it will be Australia
(who I look forward to
facing) because they are very
competitive," Harmanpreet
told ICC during a fixture
launch event. Though
Harmanpreet's team has
challenged Australian
dominance recently, their
opponents have emerged
victorious in global
competitions, winning the
Women's T20 World Cup
final in 2020 and the
Commonwealth Games final
in 2022. Australia also beat India in the 2023
T20 World Cup semifinals."If we do well
against them, it will give us a lot of
confidence and I'm really looking forward to
playing against them," she added.

Harmanpreet also believed India's
performance in the recently finished 5-match
series against the hosts has made them more
accustomed to the conditions. "Yeah, it's a bit
similar to India and hopefully, in these

conditions, we should do well." India and
Bangladesh have had a heated rivalry in
recent years, which was on full display
during the recently ended series. Since the
2023 T20 World Cup, India has visited
Bangladesh twice: in July last year for a
three-match T20I series and an ODI series,
and most recently for a five-match T20I
series."Bangladesh will be the home team
and they will know the conditions better
than us. Obviously crowd will be
supporting them. But playing against them
is always an exciting event. And hopefully,
we will do well against them," said
Harmanpreet. On India's so-near-yet-so-far
experience in World Cups, Harmanpreet
said, "I think in all the ICC events we have
done well. The only thing is that we have lost
a lot of close games. And this time hopefully
all those close games if we can win and do
well for the team."
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Ranbir Kapoor
Pulls Desnia Fatuione's =

Pallu, Holds Hands As They
Dance To Pyar Hua lkrar Hua

Ranbir and Deepika recreated Raj Kapoor's iconic song while
promoting Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani.
Rznbir Kapoor and Deepika Padukone’s chemistry is greatly

appreciated by their fans. They not only love to watch the pair
n screen but also enjoy their playful banter off-screen.

Ranbir and Deepika have acted together in popular films like Yeh
Jawani Hai Deewani and Tamasha, and fans cannot wait to see
them collaborate again. Amid this, an old clip of the actors
recreating the iconic song Pyaar Hua Ikrar Hua has gone viral. -
The song originally features Ranbir’s grandfather, the late
legendary actor Raj Kapoor.
Ranbir and Deepika were appearing on a reality show for b
; promotional purposes and recreated the iconic song. Ranbir
ha

held her ‘pallu’ and they stood holding hands under an
umbrella, lip-syncing to the song. The video resurfaced on
Reddit and went viral in no time. J
Meanwhile, on the work front, Ranbir Kapoor was last seen ‘ ' 3
in Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Animal. The film became @ .
huge commercial success. He now has Nitesh Tiwari's |
Ramayana in the pipeline opposite Sai Pallavi. The duo =
has already kicked off shooting for the movie. Recently,
leaked photos from the sets of Ramayana captured Ranbir."
and Sai in their respective roles as Ram and Sita.
Meanwhile, a Moneycontrol report claimed that Nitesh \‘
Tiwari’s Ramayana is facing legal problems due to a dispute
over intellectual property rights. It claimed that Ramayana’s . g ]
primary production house, Allu Mantena Media Ventures LL
isinalegal conflict with Prime Focus Technologies
Ranbir has also signed Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Love and W
alongside Alia Bhatt and Vicky Kaushal. He will also be seen in
Brahmastra 2 and 3 with Alia Bhatt. Deepika Padukone will join
# the Brahmastra franchise with Ranveer Singh. They will play
arents in the film
Deepika will soon be seen in Kalki 2898 AD with Amitabh
Bachchan, Kamal Haasan, Prabhas and Disha Patani.
Deepika Padukone is expecting her first child with
Ranveer Singh and is working
through her pregnancy. She is
currently shooting for Rohit
Shetty’s Singham 3 alongside
Ajay Devgn, Kareena Kapoor
Khan, Ranveer Singh, Akshay
Kumar, Tiger Shroff and
Arjun Kapoor. The actress

&

also has The Intern with ’ t
Amitabh Bachchan in the - » “N
pipeline. She was last seen in . R,
Fighter opposite Hrithik ; o =) \,: .
Roshan. - ; -

Vicky Kaushal's Tara Hatle...

N o release on JioCinema in May, fans say 'Finally'

The hit 2023 romantic-comedy, 'Zara Hatke Zara Bachke', starring Vicky Kaushal and Sara Ali
= Khan, is all set to stream on JioCinema. It was released in cinema halls in June 2023.
‘ 7 icky Kaushal and Sara Ali Khan's romantic-comedy 'Zara Hatke Zara Bachke', which was well-

received upon its theatrical release in 2023, is all set for its digital premiere. The film will stream on
JioCinema from May 17, following its theatrical release on June 2,2023.
Directed by Laxman Utekar, 'Zara Hatke Zara Bachke' revolves around a married couple, Kapil
(Kaushal) and Somya (Khan), who live in a joint family in Indore. However, their marriage
falters as they deal with the everyday struggles of married life and seek divorce from each other.
Sharing the news about the film's digital premiere, JioCinema wrote on Instagram, "We got
married in the presence of our family, now we will get divorced in front of them
#DivorceMeinZaroorAana (sic)." Fans expressed excitement for the film's OTT release,
with many commenting on the post saying, "Finally!" One of them wrote, "This long wait
is finally about to end," while another commented, "After such a long time...finally."
'Zara Hatke Zara Bachke' became Vicky Kaushal’s second-highest box office opener,
following the success of Uri: The Surgical Strike. It earned Rs 5.49 crore. For Sara
Ali Khan, it stands as her fourth-biggest opening after 'Simmba’, 'Love Aaj Kal',
and 'Kedarnath'. The film ended its theatrical run with a total earning of Rs
88.35 crore. Meanwhile, Vicky Kaushal has recently wrapped up the
shoot of his next film, 'Chhava'. The actor shared the update on
social media, calling the experience of working on the
film "an incredibly passionate and dramatic
journey". Helmed by Laxman Utekar, the film
also stars Rashmika Mandanna.

s Kartik Aaryan’s ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3’
shooting is underway, exclusive BTS

Exclusive: BTS pics of Kartik
Aaryan, Sanjay Mishra from

'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3'

pictures from the sets have left fans quite
excited. The latest pictures offered a glimpse
into the fun-filled atmosphere on set, featuring
some of the film's stars as they rehearse for their
scene.

The first picture shows the comedic duo, Sanjay

Mishra and Rajpal Yadav, posing together in a
traditional Indian setting. Mishra is seen
wearing a white kurta pajama, while Yadav
wears a dhoti and kurta.

The second photo focuses on director Anees

Bazmee narrating a scene to Kartik Aaryan and
Vijay Raaz.

Music Director GV Prakash Kumar
And Wife Saindhavi Announce

Divorce; 'This Is the Best Decision'

usic director and actor GV Prakash
Kumar and his wife Saindhavi have

announced that they are parting ways
after 11 years of marriage. The duo informed
fans about their decision by issuing an official
statement on social media.

“After much reflection, Saindhavi and I have

decided to part ways after 11 years of
marriage,” the duo said in the statement. “For
the sake of our mental peace and betterment
while preserving our mutual respect for each
other.

- We kindly ask the Media,friends and fans to

understand and respect our privacy during this
deeply personal transition. Acknowleding that
we are growing apart,we believe this is the best
decision for each other. Your understanding
and support means a lot during this difficult
time. Thank You.”

G V Prakash Kumar, nephew of Oscar-winning

musician AR Rahman, married his childhood
sweetheart Saindhavi back in 2013. Saindhavi
is arenowned playback singer. They welcomed
ababy girl in 2020.

Last year, Saindhavi had shared a heartfelt

anniversary wish for Prakash, as they
completed 10 years of togetherness. Sharing a
photo from their wedding day, she wrote, “Its
been a decade since we got married but Just
feels like yesterday . Happy 10th wedding
anniversary to the love of my life @gvprakash .
Thank you for being an amazing friend,
awesome husband and an incredible father to
our daughter. Thank you for being the most
amazing human being that you are. Love you to
moon and back. 10 done and forever to go!!!.”

Alia Bhatt Goes Bold in Black Strapless

Dress for Gueci Cruise 2025 Show, Check

(Out Her Hot Photos

ollywood actress Alia Bhatt made heads

turned as she arrived at the Gucci Cruise

2025 fashion show in an all-black
ensemble on Monday evening. The ‘Rocky Aur
Rani Kii Prem Kahaani’ star looked stunning in
a very racy black-coloured strapless dress. She
styled her hair in a bun and accessorised her
look with black bag by Gucci and matching pair
ofheels.

Alia Bhatt, who
is the global
ambassador
of Gucci, was
joined by
Thai actress
Davika
Hoorne and
American
singer Debbie
Harry on the
star-studded
front row as the Italian fashion house opened its
Cruise 2025 show at the iconic London venue.
The event was also attended by American
supermodel Kate Moss, singer Dua Lipa and
actress Demi Moore. Alia also posed with
Davika on the red carpet, garnering much love
and appreciation on social media.

At the Cruise 2024 showcase in May 2023, Alia
made a fashion statement in a Gucci
Fall/Winter 2023 Women’s black sleeveless
crew-neck, silk faille and tulle evening mini
dress with all-over crystals hand-made round
embroidery and lilac crépe de chine lining. She
paired the dress with interlocking G-stud
sandals and Gucci Jackie 1961 handbag.




	PAGE 1
	PAGE 2
	PAGE 3
	PAGE 4
	PAGE 5
	PAGE 6
	PAGE 7
	PAGE 8
	PAGE 9
	PAGE 10
	PAGE 11
	PAGE 12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


