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It’s vital to get
your diet right

THE Hyderabad-based National Institute of
Nutrition (NIN), one of the oldest research
laboratories under the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), released the ‘Dietary
Guidelines for Indians’ last week. The document
comes as a breath of fresh air amidst the
cacophony of advice on nutrition, food and diet
from thousands of self-appointed experts and
social media influencers. A bulk of the fake news
and disinformation relates to food and nutrition.
Food companies and food delivery apps make
consumers believe that eating ‘ghar ka khaana’ is
a sin, while food vloggers tout outlandish food
products laden with sugar, salt and fats as
authentic and exotic. Self-styled nutritionists and
celebrities often lure gullible consumers with
food fads (intermittent fasting, paleo diet, etc).
‘Healthy’ and ‘fresh’ are used as brand names for
factory-made food products that have nothing to
do even remotely with health or freshness.In such
a discordant food environment, it is refreshing to
see a public-funded research centre come up with
evidence-based dietary guidelines for people
across age groups and regions. For nearly a
century, the NIN (earlier known as Nutrition
Research Laboratories) has been engaged in
nutrition and food-related research in India and is
a storechouse of knowledge. Almost all nutrition-
related national programmes, such as the
Integrated Child Development Scheme, the Mid-
day Meal Scheme and salt iodisation as well as
projects to address nutrition-related diseases were
based on scientific evidence produced by the
NIN. The latest edition of the dietary guidelines
comes as part of this rich scientific legacy.

On the face of'it, the set of 17 guidelines may seem
prosaic and simplistic, like eating a variety of
foods to ensure a healthy diet, having plenty of
fruits and vegetables and using oils and fats in
moderation. The strength of the guidelines,
however, is in the details for each guideline being
based on evidence and research conducted in the
Indian context. The guidelines emphasise health
promotion and disease prevention across all age
groups with a special focus on infants, lactating
women and the elderly, while underscoring the
role of other factors like physical activity, safe
drinking water, sanitation and environmental
aspects.

The dietary advice has been developed on the basis
of food groups and food items derived from
common Indian diets such as whole grains,
pulses, milk, vegetables and fruits to facilitate
diet-related decision-making. An important
section of the document is about food labels,
guiding people on how to read the labels of pre-
packaged food products. It provides explanatory
notes on misleading claims — all-natural, real
fruit or fruit juice, made with whole grains, sugar-
free, no cholesterol, heart-friendly, organic, low-
fat, etc. Coming from the NIN, the warning on
labels is very significant in the light of recent
public discourse on this subject.The larger
context of the guidelines is the disease transition
that India is currently undergoing. It is facing the
challenge of both malnutrition and undernutrition
on the one hand, and overweight and obesity on
the other. It is estimated that 56.4 per cent of the
disease burden in India is due to an unhealthy diet.
Abulk of the disease burden comes from diabetes,
hypertension and heart disease. Healthy diets —
in conjunction with enhanced physical activity —
can reduce a substantial proportion of coronary
health disease and hypertension and prevent up to
80 per cent of Type-2 diabetes. Nutrition surveys
done by NIN have revealed that a good number of
children (in the 1-19 years age group) are showing
early signs of non-communicable diseases like
diabetes and hypertension. The presence of
altered metabolic biomarkers in half of both
under-nourished and normal-growth children
should be a cause for concern.Something basic is
going wrong with our diet. For instance, cereals
(rice, wheat, millets) in the daily intake of food
should be limited to 45 per cent of the total energy
(2,000 Kkilocalories) intake recommended for
Indians, but data indicates cereals contribute 50-
70 per cent of the total energy per day. In a large
segment of the population, the NIN says, the
intake of micronutrient-dense foods (whole
grains, pulses, beans, nuts, fresh vegetables,
fruits, etc.) is lower than the recommended levels.
The reasons are not far to seek.

A degree of social consensus on indisputable national goals will help lndla move forward ina comprehensnve way.

THE Japanese are perturbed by their economy’s
trajectory. Multilateral agencies have forecast that by
2025, in terms of GDP, Japan will be pushed down to
the fifth position, trailing the US, China, Germany
and India.Interestingly, the Indians are not feeling
that they have arrived. Like the Japanese, they are
also concerned, but about Southeast Asia. Countries
like Vietnam, Malaysia and Indonesia are together
getting a major share of cross-border investments.
One part of this is the investment that global
manufacturers are undertaking to derisk their
business by seeking new locations under the ‘China
plus one’ policy. The other is to serve this emerging
market.

The Japanese angst is a bit emotional. Until not so long
ago, after Japan made its striking post-war recovery
and forged ahead, the Japanese model was
considered the one to follow. South Korea, Taiwan
and, to an extent, China did so and prospered.

The Japanese are not worried about their standard of
living or the state of their country’s infrastructure. In
fact, their biggest issue is ageing and a declining
population, which have led to inadequate
consumption expenditure and deflation. To
overcome this, the Bank of Japan had gone in for
negative interest rates (in effect the lender, not the
borrower, pays). An upshot of this has been yen
depreciation (if Japanese bonds give you nothing,
international investors will park their funds
elsewhere). It is yen depreciation vis-a-vis the euro
which has caused the German GDP to forge ahead.

The negative interest rate regime is now over. The
major task that still remains ahead is to downplay
their focus on social consensus that was at one time
lauded across the world but is now realised to have
hurt innovation and business competition. In India, in
the auto sector, Korean Hyundai is seen to be much

The 1999 war was a result of then Pakistan

WAIBHAV Anil Kale (46), a retired Indian Colonel,
became the ‘first international casualty’ for the
United Nations (UN) during the Isracl-Hamas war
after a UN vehicle on the way to a hospital in Rafah
came under attack on Monday morning. Kale, who
hailed from Thane, Maharashtra, had joined the UN
as a security service coordinator and was posted in
Gaza only a month ago. His death prompted UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to reiterate an
‘urgent appeal’ for an immediate humanitarian
ceasefire and the release of all hostages. He stated
that the conflict in Gaza was continuing to take a
heavy toll not only on civilians but also on
humanitarian workers. In a laudable gesture, Farhan
Haq, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General,
expressed apologies and condolences to the
government and people of India for the tragic
incident.

What stuck out like a sore thumb was the far-from-
prompt response of the Indian government. The country’s

Lessons in jointness & integration from 1999 triumph

The war was a result of then Pak army chief Gen Musharraf’s wish to change the status quo along the LoC.

THE Kargil conflict revealed important aspects of

warfare between two nuclear-armed nations. Even
at the height of the Cold War, the US and the USSR
did not have a direct confrontation; they preferred to
take a swipe at each other through their proxies. The
Kargil War, therefore, became a test case for a
limited conflict under the nuclear umbrella or
overhang. Paradoxically, on one hand, it showed
that there were windows of opportunity for the use
of calibrated violence — that nuclear-armed
countries could still wage wars against each other in
the conventional sense. On the other hand, the
application of this violence was constrained in space
and time. The conflict also demonstrated significant
coordination among the three Services on a
number of issues, with a fair number of
discordant notes.

army chief Gen Pervez Musharraf’s wish to
change the status quo along the Line of
Control (LoC) between India and Pakistan.
The plan was to occupy winter-vacated
heights along a large swathe of territory in the
Kargil-Dras-Batalik sectors in Ladakh and #
force the closure of NH 1A, the lifeline of

Indian troops deployed in the strategic
Siachen sector. Musharraf wanted to kill two
birds with one stone. With this tactical
surprise, he wanted to weaken Indian
deployment in Siachen — he was still hurting
from India’s pre-emptive occupation of the
Saltoro Ridge in 1984 — and use the
occupation of the heights in Kargil to claim that area
as part of Pakistani territory. The plan, which was
audacious in its conception and execution, achieved
complete tactical and strategic surprise during the
initial phases. However, one of the underlying
assumptions of Pakistan’s gamble was the
unwillingness of the Indian forces to undertake
major land operations for wresting back the control
of the heights. The use of air power was not even
envisaged. These assumptions were proven wrong.

India mobilised five divisions, as many independent

infantry brigades and close to 44 battalions from
Kashmir to Kargil and launched Operation Vijay, a
joint counteroffensive to evict the intruders from the
occupied heights and restore the status quo at the
LoC.Though Operation Vijay was successful in
achieving its aim, and by July 26, 1999, the majority

of combat operations were over, the nature of Army-
IAF interface at the stages of initial planning and
staff work had a greater scope of coordination. Once
the intrusions were detected on May 3, the IAF
deployed its reconnaissance aircraft as early as May
10, but the information flow between the Army’s 15
Corps and Air Officer Commanding (AOC), J&K,
needed much more integrated coordination. The
Army insisted at the start of the operations that it
could manage Kargil on its own and would only
need the support of armed helicopters. However,
closer to the date of the launch of Operation Vijay on
May 26, it was realised that the quantum of

Pakistani troops and the nature of their

entrenchment necessitated the use of IAF’s fixed-
wing aircraft.There was limited joint planning,
briefing or staffing at the initial stages; it was
worsened by a lack of knowledge regarding the
strengths and challenges of each other’s platforms
and requirements. While the Army could not
appreciate the vulnerabilities of slow-moving
helicopters in mountainous terrain against surface-
to-air missiles, the IAF insisted repeatedly on
obtaining political clearance for the use of airpower
by leaning on the trope of airpower likely to expand
the theatre and scope of the conflict. Another issue,
once these challenges were sorted out and political
clearance was obtained for the use of airpower with
acaveat of not crossing the LoC, was the shortage of
precision munitions in the IAF’s inventory and a
lack of acclimatisation of IAF pilots to night-time
targeting. Due to this, there were multiple instances

Gaza tragedy

Delayed response reflects India’s ambivalence

Permanent Mission to the UN issued a statement on
Tuesday, offering condolences to Kale’s family, but the

Not so easy to improve ease of doing business

more fleet-footed than Maruti Suzuki.
Despite beating Japan in terms of size of the
economy, what India has to strive for by
learning from the Japanese is to have a |
well-educated and trained workforce
covered by an elaborate social security
system.

As to why global investors find it more
promising to invest in Southeast Asia
(Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand), the foremost reason is the far
greater ease of doing business that prevails §
there with business-friendly regimes in g
place. Plus, they have a growing middle
class willing to spend, and an educated and
trained workforce. The region has been
traditionally receptive to Western business,
China is now frowned upon by Western
powers, and India is considered a difficult
hurdle to get over. So, the choice is Southeast Asia.

Apple, Microsoft, Nvidia and Amazon recently sent
their leaders to the region to look for opportunities
and promise investment. The region’s 675-million
population is embracing video-streaming, online
shopping and generative Al in a big way. All this will
need enormous data centre capacity, and global
leaders are ready to invest $60 billion in new data
centres.The foremost agenda before the Indian
government by looking at Southeast Asia is to
improve the ease of doing business and strive for a
healthy and trained workforce. It goes without saying
that the healthcare and education systems will have to
be transformed. The budgetary allocation for these
has to be sharply hiked. A consensus has to be built in
favour of this by adopting the talking points of social
sector activists. This will not just be good but vital for
business.Where India can go forward by exploiting

its strength is by giving even more emphasis to the
use of information technology in people’s lives and
equipping them to make more and more use of it. For
this every youngster needs to grow up with school-
leaving levels of literacy and cognitive skills. And of
course, everyone needs to have his own smartphone.
The most encouraging sign of this is to see even those
selling wares on pushcarts willing to accept online
payment with the help of the QR code.

The biggest challenge for the Indian system is to
improve the ease of doing business. This will require
a national culture change and a new kind of politics.
Its leitmotif will have to be Centre-state cooperation,
which has been achieved in a small way through the
functioning of the GST Council, which runs the GST
system hrough consensus.

A case in point is the MGNREGA programme, run by
the states but funded by the centre. Tamil Nadu leads

where preparatory air strikes preceded Army
operations but were unable to impact the progress of
the land operations in the expected manner. By this
time, however, a working coordination had been
achieved between the AOC, J&K, and
Headquarters, 15 Corps.

Operation Vijay and the IAF’s contribution to it,

Operation Safed Sagar, functioned like clockwork

once the rhythm was stabilised and the tempo of

operations increased. The IAF adjusted to the lack
of precision munitions very quickly to mount the

Litening electro-optical targeting pods and

Paveway II laser-guided bombs on their Mirage

2000s. The total destruction of the Muntho Dhalo
supply camp and the command and
control centre of the Northern Light
Infantry (also serving as the fire
direction centre for Pakistani artillery
batteries in the area) on the top of Tiger
Hill in single passes weakened the
enemy’s morale and jeopardised and
eliminated its supply chain, leading to
the comparatively quick capture of the
post.

The war highlighted the strengths of the
Indian armed forces in undertaking
operations in difficult terrain and the
innovative nature of their coordination,
where order and stability emerged but
took some time. This is not the case
anymore in contemporary conflict.
Today, the launch of operations and

their conduct will be undertaken through the use of

assets and technologies, which will strain our
understanding of the separation of domains and
involve a form of mosaic warfare, where platforms
and technologies will need to control cross-domain
assets. The lessons from Kargil in the domain of

jointness and integration underscore the need for a

ground-up and foundational level of joint structures

in physical, organisational and conceptual forms.

Joint understanding of a common threat, followed

by joint planning and execution, will lead to the

application of the strengths of the respective

Services. Tailored theatre commands, which look at

particular areas and adversaries with the strengths of

the three Services as well as additional domains, are
the way ahead, and this is what we must take away
from the 25-year-old war.

Ministry of External Affairs mourned the death
only on Wednesday — and even that response
was not strongly worded. India diplomatically
stopped short of asking that Israel be held
accountable, even though reports suggested
that Kale’s car had a UN flag and the Israeli
authorities had been informed of its movement.
After Kale’s death, Human Rights Watch released
areport stating that Israeli forces had conducted
at least eight strikes on aid worker convoys and
premises since October -- even though the
workers had provided the Israeli authorities
with their location coordinates. These are
unpardonable lapses that must be
unequivocally condemned and thoroughly
probed. Even as a fact-finding panel set up by
the UN is investigating the Kale case, India
should look beyond geopolitical considerations
and mount pressure on a rampaging,
unapologetic Israel.

in securing the largest share of man-days
nationally generated, although it does not
have the largest number of rural poor. In
contrast, West Bengal generated zero man-
days last year because the Centre had cut off
funds as proper procedures had not been
followed. There are reports of acute rural
distress and migration from West Bengal
villages in search of some means of
livelihood.

The state needs to ensure that procedures for
Centrally funded projects are strictly
followed and that political rivalry is not
allowed to play spoilsport. Tamil Nadu and
the Centre are on opposite sides of the
political fence, but this does not interfere
with the running of MGNREGA in the
state.There should be no illusion among
India’s leaders that just because its GDP is
set to cross Japan’s soon, it is economically at the
same level as Japan. In terms of per capita income,
India is and will remain far, far behind for a long time.
Japan is not a totalitarian state but has managed to
achieve broadly accepted social goals through a
system of building social consensus. A degree of
social consensus on indisputable national goals will
help India move forward in a comprehensive way, not
as is happening now. The growing GDP is being very
unequally shared, with poverty, deprivation and
malnutrition existing side by side with the prosperity
ofafew.

The lesson that India can learn from Southeast Asia is
to move forward with its own type of consensus
which considers it wise to spend less time fighting
internal political battles and focuses single-mindedly
on improving overall economic functioning and
attracting more investment.
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PhonePe UPI Payment Rolled
Out In Sri Lanka

NEW DELHI:Ever since its launch in 2016, the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) has transformed the world of
digital payments in India. Today, almost all digital
wallets and online payment apps in India have
incorporated UPI. On May 15, Wednesday, PhonePe, a
popular mobile payment platform, which was one of
the first apps to adopt UPI, started its UPI service in Sri
Lanka. Now, PhonePe users can scan LankaPay QR
codes to make digital payments. This is set to reduce
the Indian tourist’s dependency on cash transactions
and cut down the hassle of calculating currency
conversions.

The launch event for PhonePe UPI activation was
attended by Central Bank of Sri Lanka Governor
Nandalal Weerasinghe and India’s High Commissioner
to Sri Lanka Santosh Jha. According to a December
2023 report by the Sri Lanka Tourism Development
Authority, a whopping 66 per cent of tourists visiting
Sri Lanka were from India. The prevalence of PhonePe
UPI will serve Indian tourists in the island nation.In
February, UPI was launched in Sri Lanka and
Mauritius in a virtual event. It was attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of Mauritius
Pravind Jugnauth and President of Sri Lanka Ranil
Wickremesinghe. While addressing the event via video
conferencing, PM Modi said the UPI launch would
strengthen cross-border transactions as well as cross-
border connections between the three nations.

Zoho to invest $700
million in chipmaking

BENGALURU: With a proposed investment of $700
million, homegrown SaaS unicorn Zoho is planning a
new venture into chipmaking. Though the company
did not comment on the development, reports suggest
that Zoho has been seeking incentives from the
government. It is also said the proposal is being
reviewed by a panel and that the IT ministry has
reportedly asked the firm to provide more clarity on
the same.Earlier in March, the company’s founder and
CEO Sridhar Vembu had announced on X his plans for
a semiconductor design project in Tenkasi, Tamil
Nadu. It is said that the company has identified a tech
partner for setting up a unit. The company’s proposal
includes manufacturing compound semiconductors
that have specialised commercial applications.

In February this year, the government approved $15.2
billion worth of investments in the establishment of
three semiconductor fabrication plants. It approved a
proposal from Tata Electronics to build a mega
semiconductor fabrication facility in Dholera,
Gujarat, in partnership with Taiwan’s Powerchip
Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation (PSMC).

The facility will have the capacity to produce 50,000
wafers a month and it also aims to manufacture three
billion chips annually. It will include next generation
factory automation capabilities deploying data
analytics and machine learning to achieve factory
efficiency. With an investment of up to "91,000 crore,
the fab will generate over 20,000 direct and indirect
skilled jobs.In March, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
laid the foundation stone for two facilities including a
semiconductor fab in Dholera and a semiconductor
assembly and test (OSAT) facility in Jagiroad,
Morigaon, Assam. The country aims to emerge as a
major player in the global semiconductor
manufacturing industry by 2029.In FY23, Zoho
reported about Rs 8,700 crore revenue and its net
profit witnessed an increase of 3% to about Rs 2,800
crore. For Zoho, which is privately held, India is No.3
market, after the US and the EU (European Union). In
an interaction with this newspaper last year Vembu
had said India has the potential to emerge as the
biggest market for the company in the next 10
years.““India contributes 10% of our total revenues and
this will double and in another 10 years it will become
the No. 1 market,” he had said.

Vi loss widens to Rs
7,674 cr; eyes 25K crore
fundraising

NEW DELHI: Telecom service provider Vodafone
Idea reported a net loss of Rs 7,674 crore for the
quarter ending March 31, 2024. The company’s loss
widened in the quarter under review from Rs 6,418.9
crore in the year-ago period.The telco’s revenue from
operations increased to Rs 10,606 crore from Rs
10,531 crore in the same quarter last fiscal.

The EBITDA of the company stood at Rs 4,336 crore in
the fourth quarter of this fiscal over Rs 4,210.30 crore
in the previous year. “We are pleased to report annual
revenue and EBITDA (pre- IndAS) growth for the
second consecutive year on the back of consistently

improving performance for last several quarters

despite significantly lower investments; a clear
reflection of our execution capabilities. We registered
growth in ARPU and 4G subscribers for 11 successive
quarters,” said Akshaya Moondra, CEO, Vodafone
Idea.Vodafone Idea recently raised Rs 18,000 crore
from FPO. The company further mentioned thatitis in
discussions with banks to raise Rs 25,000 crore and
additional non-fund-based facilities of up to Rs
10,000 crore. As per the company, post the Telecom
reforms package in September 2021, its bank
exposure has reduced by Rs 34,600 crore.

“Our equity fundraise of Rs 215 billion will enable us to
kickstart the investment cycle to expand our 4G
coverage as well as launch of 5G services to
effectively participate in the industry growth
opportunities. ,” said Moondra.

M&M shares surge over 7% after
solid Q4 results. Will rally continuve?

NEW DELHI: Shares of Mahindra &
Mabhindra (M&M) surged up to 7.7% in
early trade on Friday, reaching a new 52-
week high of Rs 2,554.75.The strong rally
came after the company’s performance in
the March quarter exceeded market
expectations, prompting several analysts
to raise their target prices and upgrade
their ratings.In its Q4FY24 results, M&M
showcased 11% year-on-year (YoY)
revenue growth and stable quarter-on-
quarter (QoQ) margins at 12.9%.

The auto segment margins improved by 170
basis points (bp) YoY to 8.8%, while the
Farm Equipment Sector (FES) margins
increased to 15.8% (+60 bp YoY), despite
lower volumes, due to cost optimisation
and favourable raw material costs.

Bullish outlook on M&M stock

Global brokerage firm Jefferies upgraded
M&M to a ‘buy’ rating and raised its
target price to Rs 2,910.The firm also
increased its FY25-26 earnings per share
(EPS) estimates by 16-21%, citing the
strength of M&M’s SUV portfolio and the

stabilisation of its tractor segment, which
is nearing the end of its downturn. Despite
the recent rally, Jefferies believes M&M’s
valuations remain 20% below the average

of'its peers.Goldman Sachs seta .
target price of Rs 2,700, while
Morgan Stanley increased its
target to Rs 2,665. Both firms
acknowledged M&M’s strong
performance and growth
prospects.

Analysts at Kotak Equities remain
optimistic about M&M'’s future, 5
noting the company’s strong
execution across all segments, |
improved return ratios, and
readiness for the transition to
electric vehicles (EVs).Kotak
has raised its FY2025-26 EPS
estimates by 12-14% and set a

target price of a,'2,550.Motilal Oswal
analysts highlighted the robust demand
for M&M’s utility vehicles (UVs), driven
by new launches and a substantial order
backlog.They also anticipate a revival in

tractor demand following a

16% in PAT over FY24-26.

Market recovers as rate cut prospect
improves; Sensex, Nifty gain over 1%

NEW DELHI: Domestic equity market
made a swift recovery from last week’s
aggressive sell-off which was triggered
by concerns related to the outcome of
2024 General Elections. The local
benchmark indices - BSE Sensex and
NSE Nifty - extended this week’s gain
and ended higher by nearly 1% each on
Thursday, all thanks to robust buying
across sectors during fag-end of the
session.Experts say the buying was
driven by strong global trends as lower-
than-expected US consumer inflation
figures have again triggered chances of
at least two interest rate cuts by the US
Federal Reserve in 2024.Sensex closed
676.69 points, or 0.93% higher at
73,663.72 while Nifty advanced
203.30 points, or 0.92% higher to settle
at 22,403.85. During the intraday
session, the Sensex hit a low of 72,530
while the Nifty bottomed at 22,054

level. In the broader market, Nifty
SmallCap 100 and Nifty MidCap100

surged 0.84% and 0.88%, respectively.

“The domestic market experienced a late

surge, driven by strong global trends

that pointed to lower-than-expected US
consumer inflation figures, which
suggests at least two rate cuts in 2024.
Buoyancy in the broader market
continues with exports rising despite
global economic uncertainties, leading
the heavyweights’ sectors such as
banking, IT, and industrials to
outperform,” said Vinod Nair, head of
research, Geojit Financial Services.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research),

Mehta Equities, said at a time when
FIIs have been ploughing out funds
from domestic equities, news of new
stocks being added to the MSCI index,
which is expected to bring in fresh FPI
flows, has brought some cheers to the
markets. Foreign institutional investors
sold shares (net) worth *776 crore on
Thursday while domestic institutional
investors bought (net) shares worth
2,128 crore.

Al fears overblown, says Narayana
Murthy on future of jobs

New Delhi .Infosys founder NR
Narayana Murthy believes that the
fears about artificial intelligence (Al)
taking away jobs are exaggerated.He
thinks that AT has the potential to create
new opportunities and increase
human productivity.In a
conversation with Moneycontrol
during the Infosys Science
Foundation (ISF) event, Murthy
drew a parallel with the 1970s
when computer-aided software
engineering tools, known as case
tools, were introduced.

He said that during the time, many
thought these tools would
eliminate jobs in software
development. However, the
opposite happened."The human mind
found bigger problems to solve, and
the code generator couldn’t keep up,"
said Narayana Murthy.Narayana
Murthy sees Al as a tool that should be
welcomed and believes that India has
progressed to a stage where it can adopt
and innovate upon ideas and concepts

developed elsewhere."Today, India is
ready to seize ideas generated
elsewhere and use them for our own
betterment," he said.He pointed to the
example of generative Al and large

language models (LLMs) as
technologies that India is now
exploring and utilising."Our
youngsters should invest in new
things. It will happen. I am very
positive it will happen. But it is a
gradual process. It takes time," said the
Infosys founder.He believes that
today’s youth are much smarter than

his generation was at their age.

Murthy acknowledges that Al will take

over some jobs, especially in areas like
autonomous driving, operating
machines in hazardous environments
such as nuclear reactors, and in
the field of remote surgery with
precision equipment.However, he
highlights the importance of using
Al as an assistive technology"The
smartness is to use Al as an
assistive technology, and humans
will have to think, how do I
welcome this beast, make it my
friend and use that wonderful
beast to be even more
productive," said Naryana
Murthy.e believes that the
concern about losing jobs should shift
to discussions on how to use Al and
other emerging technologies to
enhance productivity.l think that
concern about losing jobs should be
replaced by the discussion, debate, and
thinking on how we use Al, generative
Al large language models.

correction in FY24. The firm raised its
EPS estimates by 6% and 11% for FY25
and FY26, respectively, and projects a

compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of
17% in revenue, 20% in EBITDA, and

Motilal Oswal set a target price of Rs 2,720,
noting M&M’s achievement of an 18%

base return on equity (RoE) in FY24 and its
increased capex guidance of Rs 370
billion for FY25-27 Nuvama also raised
its FY25 and FY26 EPS estimates by 8%
and 13%, respectively, and
increased the target price from Rs
2,380 to Rs 2,760.The firm cited
strong revenue visibility in the
auto segment, supported by a large
UV order book of 220,000 units
and a healthy launch pipeline for
FY25, including the Thar five-
door and dedicated platform Evs.
Nuvama also expects a recovery in
the farm segment, driven by
favourable monsoon forecasts,
government policies, and
beneficial trade terms for
farmers.On the other hand, CLSA
downgraded M&M to a ‘sell’
rating from ‘outperform’, arguing that the
stock is now fairly priced after its recent
gains.As of 12:33 pm, M&M shares were
trading at Rs 2,526.05, marking an
increase of 6.46%. Will the rally con.

Reliance Jio pays EMD of Rs
3K cr for Spectrum bid

NEW DELHI: Reliance Jio, India’s largest
telecom service provider submitted the
maximum earnest money deposit (EMD) of Rs
3,000 crore for the upcoming spectrum auction
on June 6. This is despite none of Jio’s licences
need renewal.In contrast, competitors Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea (Vi) require spectrum
renewals in some circles during the auction.
Bharti Airtel deposited Rs 1,050 crore, while Vi
deposited Rs 300 crore. All three private
companies will compete for Rs 96,317.65 crore
worth of 5G airwaves across various bands,
including 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1,800 MHz,
2,100 MHz, 2,300 MHz, 2,500 MHz, 3,300
MHz, and 26 GHz.Bharti Airtel, India’s second-
largest telecom service provider, needs to renew
spectrum in Jammu & Kashmir, Odisha, Bihar,
UP (East), West Bengal, and Assam. Vodafone
Idea requires renewals in West Bengal and UP
West circles.Based on the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) details, Jio has been
allocated 21,363 eligibility points, followed by
Airtel with 7,613 and Vi with 2,200. All service
providers can bid in any band or service area
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depending on their eligibility points and
spectrum caps. In terms of net worth (as per DoT
details), Jio leads with Rs 2,31,121 crore (as of
December 31, 2023). Bharti Airtel follows with
Rs 86,260 crore (as of May 6, 2024), while Vi has
a negative net worth of Rs 1,16,886 crore (as of
May 3,2024).

Analysts expect the government to raise a
maximum of "18,000 crore, roughly 19% of the
total spectrum value.In the last spectrum auction
held in July 2022, the government mopped up
over Rs 1.5 lakh crore. The auction offered over
72 GHz of airwaves across 10 different 5G
bands, with areserve price of Rs 4.3 lakh crore.

Jiolicences don’t need renewal yet will bid

Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea (Vi) require
spectrum renewals in some circles during the
auction. Bharti Airtel deposited Rs 1,050 crore,
while Vi deposited Rs 300 crore. All three private
companies will compete for Rs 96,317.65 crore
worth of 5G airwaves across various bands. Jio is
bidding despite it doesn’t require licence
renewal

old, silver price 2024: Yellow metal
records dip, silver trades hgher on MCX

Gold Price Today 17 May
2024: Gold is trading on
the lower side while
silver rates have
recorded a hike on the
Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX) on
Friday. Check the latest
city-wise prices here.

NEW DELHI. After retailing on the
higher side for two consecutive days,
precious metals showed mixed trends in
the Indian markets today. Gold is trading
on the lower side of the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX) while silver prices
have recorded a hike on Friday, May
17.Gold futures, maturing on June 5,
2024, stood at Rs 72,965 per 10 grams,

after recording a marginal dip of Rs 15 or
0.02 per cent. The previous close was
recorded at Rs 72,980.eanwhile, silver
futures, due on July 5, 2024, witnessed a
hike of Rs 74 or 0.08 per cent and were
retailing at Rs 87,374 per kg on the MCX
against the previous close of Rs 87,300.

parameters such as the excise
making charges and the state taxes.
GOLD,
INTERNATIONALMARKET

Gold prices appeared set for a second

The price of gold varies for different
regions in the country based on certain

SILVER RATE IN

consecutive weekly gain on Friday,
after recent US inflation data fuelled
expectations that the Federal Reserve
could cut interest rates this year, news
agency Reuters reported.According to
the latest metal report, spot gold was up
0.1 per cent at $2,379.14 per ounce, as
of 0236 GMT. Bullion prices have
gained 0.7 per cent so far this week.US
gold futures were flat at
$2,383.20."Gold having recovered
almost 5% over the past two weeks,
clarity over the US consumer price
index data and the upcoming weekend
may also prompt some slight profit-
taking.""Gold prices may correct lower
as markets look to rea€‘establish the
historical relationship between gold
and the US dollar. It goes without
saying that uncertainty will likely
persist in gold markets in coming
months," Commonwealth Bank of
Australia said in a note.Among other
precious metals, spot silver fell 0.2 per
cent to $29.53 per ounce after hitting an
over three-year high in the previous
session.

duty,
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Analysis: Systemic Failure In Not Forcing
Prajwal Revanna To Face The Law

New Delhi: Given the public outcry and mass
mobilisation that we have seen over, at
least, some high profile cases of sexual
assault on women, it needs to be asked if the
reaction to the Prajwal Revanna sexual
crimes, including rape, case has been
muted, socially and politically.

Isitbeing seen more in the realm of a political
exchange and less as what it should be - a
case of multiple rapes and sexual assaults.
Yes, no one is guilty till proven so in a court
of law and politics is filled with wild
allegations, but here there are videos and
statements by victims against the JDS
Hassan member of parliament and, in a
bulldozer justice era, the least that needs to
be ensured is he is questioned by authorities
and faces due process.A group of over 100
intellectuals in Karnataka wrote a petition
to the Chief Minister seeking his immediate
arrest. The authors listed a few demands -
from providing a safe environment for the
witnesses, seeking immediate arrest of the

driver of Prajwal (who is believed to have There are also questions to the Congress
approached some political leaders with the ~ which rules the State and investigators if
pen drive containing the horrific and sleazy ~ they are treating this case as severely as
Prajwal videos ), demanding cases to be  they should. Or is the Congress looking at
booked against family member as this with a post poll political calculus in
accomplices and requesting interrogation =~ mind.This really needs rise above a
of politicians, intelligence and police Congress Vs JDS-BJP exchange or a
officials who may have colluded to help  Centre versus State issue. There are crucial
Prajwal leave the country before acase was  questions over whether the investigators,
registered on the 28th of April. There are  prosecutors and courts have been
serious moral questions to the JDS on why  aggressive enough in this case.For
it hasn't forced Prajwal back or even take  instance, twenty days on we are still only at
political action to force him back. It seems  a blue-collar notice. There are questions
more interested in attacking the Congress  over whether his passport ought to have
for leaking the videos, who leaked the been cancelled by now or if the prosecutors
videos by itself is an important matter of  should have at least moved the court for an
investigations but the first focus is the  order to impound or cancel his passport or
getting their MP before the law. There are  other stern actions to force him back. This is
questions over the BJP trying to distance  not just about procedural, legal action but
itself from the case and not aggressively  also the optics and public pressure in the
forcing it's ally the JDS to act on the case.  case. Given that Prajwal is not in India, the
Also, if the centre should be more CBI becomes the nodal agency in sending
aggressive in this case. requests to the interpol to have notices

serious charges like rape involved, with
punishment of over 7 years, there is no
arrest warrant required. The accused
could face direct arrest anywhere in India.
Investigators say the process of collection
of evidence is still in progress to build the
case for a red corner notice. But there are
multiple statements from victims that
have been recorded before the magistrate
under section 164 of the CRPC. In rape
and sexual assault cases, even an
uncorroborated statement by a victim has
significant evidentiary value and in this
case there is also alleged videographic
evidence.Certainly, all sides are
beginning to seem like they lack the will to
force Prajwal back to even merely face
investigations. He faces another case of
molestation as well, where he has been
granted interim bail and final order is
expected on 24th. Prajwal's father H D
Revanna was arrested in a case of abduction
and spent six days in jail before.

issued. From a pedestrian point of view, a
blue corner notice is to say that there is a
look out for a person, but ared corner notice
is declaring him or her a proclaimed
offender, technically making him a
criminal wherever he or she is. There is no
clarity on what steps have been taken to
move towards such a notice. When there are

Swati Maliwal undergoes medical check-up,
has internal injuries on face: Sources

Air Force likely to get its
first Tejas Mk-1A fighter
aircraft in July

Mumbai Police's Secret
Operation To Catch

Billboard Collapse Accused

New Delhi: At the heart of the tragic billboard collapse
in Mumbai, which claimed 16 lives, was an
advertising agency, Ego Media Pvt Ltd, that had
installed the fateful structure. The owner of the
company, Bhavesh Bhinde, managed to evade police
for 3 days, but was finally arrested from Udaipur.

He was arrested after an extensive manhunt spanning
three states.The collapse of the 120 feet by 120 feet
billboard claimed the lives of 16 and left 75 others
injured. The catastrophic incident, which occurred
amidst strong winds and unseasonal rains, prompted
swift action from law enforcement agencies.

Following his realization that the police were closing in
on him, Bhavesh Bhinde fled, setting off a pursuit
that led through various cities. To evade capture, he
kept changing his location and assumed a false
identity.His flight led authorities to Lonavala, Thane,
and Ahmedabad before finally ending in Udaipur,
where he was found hiding in a hotel under an
assumed name. He would be in a new city every time
the cops closed in on him, and Mumbai Police had to
deploy eight teams, which worked round the clock, to
track Bhinde.The team revealed that Bhavesh
Bhinde, upon learning of the impending police
action, initially fled to Lonavala with his driver
before returning alone to Mumbai the next day.
Subsequently, he traveled to Thane, but continued his
elusive journey to Ahmedabad, where he put up with
a relative.He ultimately sought refuge in a hotel in
Udaipur, where he was finally nabbed by the Crime
Branch.He was caught after the investigation team
utilised a combination of technical expertise and
human intelligence. He had used his brother's name
to book the room at the Udaipur hotel.

Like New Birth Certificates For
Us": Man Who Got Citizenship
Under CAA

New Delhi: These are "new birth certificates". This is
how Dayal Singh, a refugee from Pakistan, described
the citizenship certificates issued to him, his son and
his daughter.Mr Singh, 47, who has been living in a
shanty in North Delhi's Majnu-ka-Tilla since 2013
after he migrated from Pakistan with his family, was
among the 14 people to be given the certificate under
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) on
Wednesday. The law grants Indian nationality to
persecuted non-Muslim migrants from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh.Singh's wife Mira, 40,
and his other five children are yet to get their
certificates but she is happy that a part of the family is
now 'Bharatiya Nagriks' (Indian citizens).

Our journey was filled with challenges due to the
identity we carried with us. But now we are 'Bharatiya
Nagriks'," said Mira while talking to PTI in the shanty
that is part of a camp for refugees, some of whom stay
in tents.Most are engaged in odd jobs such as selling
chips and other packed food items, water bottles and
mobile phone covers on the roadside to make ends
meet. "My father-in-law used to always say 'One day
we will be called Bharatiyas and that will be the
biggest day of our lives'. He died waiting for that day,"

New Delhi:

AAP Rajya Sabha MP Swati Maliwal,
who was allegedly assaulted by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal's aide,
suffered internal injuries in her face, as
per a medico-legal case report.
Maliwal underwent a medical check-
up at AIIMS, Delhi, on Friday that
lasted for over three hours.eanwhile,
the Delhi Police has intensified its
search for Kejriwal's aide Bibhav
Kumar a day after an FIR was
registered in connection with the case.
The FIR was registered after
Maliwal's statement was recorded by a
Delhi Police team at her residence.n
her complaint, the former Delhi
Commission for Women (DCW) chief
alleged that Bibhav Kumar slapped,
kicked, beat her with a stick, and
punched her in the stomach.

SWATI MALIWAL ASSAULT
CASE: LATEST UPDATES

Swati Maliwal underwent a medical
check-up for about four hours on
Thursday night. A Delhi Police team

reached AIIMS with Maliwal at 11 pm
and left at 3.15 am. Delhi Commission
for Women member Vandana Singh
also accompanied Maliwal. An X-ray
and CT scan were done.In her
complaint, Swati Maliwal has alleged
that she was physically assaulted and
hit multiple times on "sensitive body
parts", police sources
said.Meanwhile, Delhi Police has
intensified its probe into the case. A
police team reached Bibhav Kumar's
residence, but he was not
found.Around 10 police teams are
engaged in investigating the case, of
which four teams are tracing Bibhav's
location. Sources said Bibhav could
be in Amritsar. Police also suspect
Bibhav could be in Mahrashtra a rally
of the INDIA bloc is scheduled to be
held in the state. Meanwhile, Swati
Maliwal's statement may be recorded
today under Section 164 in the case,
police sources said. Under Section
164, the statement given by the victim

is recorded before a judge.Delhi New Delhi:The Indian Air Force (IAF) is likely to
get the delivery of its first Tejas Mk-1A fighter
aircraft from Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) in July this year, sources told India Today
on Thursday.The integration trials of the first
Tejas Mk-1A are currently being done after its
first flight, which was done in March this
year.The entire process is expected to be
completed by July and the first delivery would be
done at that time, top defence officials informed
India Today.

The first aircraft to be delivered in July would be
part of the 83 aircraft ordered by the Indian Air
Force under a Rs 48,000 crore contract.The
Indian Air Force is also planning to place orders
for 97 additional such fighters. The Defence
Ministry has already issued a tender to
Hindustan Aernautics Limited (HAL) for the
acquisition in April. The HAL has three months

Police will scrutinise footage of all the
eight CCTV cameras at the Chief
Minister's residence related to the
incident. Statements of all the people
who met Swati Maliwal at Kejriwal's
residence will be recorded. Sources
said Swati Maliwal reached Kejriwal's
house on May 13 by taxi. Police will
also record the statement of the taxi
driver.Meanwhile, members of Delhi
BJP Mahila Morcha protested outside
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal's
residence. The protesters, carrying
bangles, demanded Arvind Kejriwal's
resignation.The incident first came to
light after Maliwal went to the Civil
Lines police station on Monday and
alleged that a member of Arvind
Kejriwal's personal staff "assaulted"
her at the Chief Minister's official
residence.A day later, AAP MP Sanjay
Singh, in a press conference,
confirmed the allegations, saying
Bibhav Kumar "misbehaved.

Error In Distribution Of CUET Paper
Leaves To Ruckus In Kanpur

Students
created a ruckus at the
Mandhana area under
the Chaybepur police
station of Kanpur in
Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday at the time
of the CUET exam on
Wednesday. The
ruckus was created
after an English
medium student
received a wrong
question paper.
Someone from the
crowd also pelted
stones at the college
premises. Due to the worsening
situation, heavy police forces were
deployed as the crowd went out of
control. The video of the ruckus went
viral on social media.Reportedly, the
CUET exam was conducted offline for

-~

many students. At the time of the
examination, chaos happened when
English median students received a
Hindi medium question paper.

As per the the college management, this
is the human error that led to the
confusion, the will be conducted again

In Supreme Court
Private Property, A "Procedure” Caveat

with a fresh date, TIO
reported.
Earlier, NTA
postponed the CUET
UG 2024 exams
scheduled for May 15
across the centres in
Delhi. NTA released
the official
notification, the
agency stated, "It is
being informed to all
the concerned
candidates and
stakeholders that due
to unavoidable
reasons, the test
papers (Chemistry -306, Biology -
304, English - 101, and General Test -
501) which were earlier scheduled on
15 May 2024 stand postponed for the
candidates appearing in Centres across
Delhi only."

to respond to the Defence Ministry from the day

. N

of the placement of the tender.The tender to buy
97 fighters aims to strengthen the Indian Air
Force (IAF), which is currently dealing with a
shortage of fighter squadrons, a situation that is
likely to deepen further after the phaseout of the
MiG series fighter jets from the service.The
Tejas Mark-1A is an indigenously designed,
developed and manufactured modern 4-plus
generation fighter aircraft with more than 65 per
cent indigenous components.With an Active
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar,
Beyond Visual Range (BVR) Missile, modern
Electronic Warfare Suite (EWS) and Air-to-Air
Refuelling (AAR) capabilities, Tejas MK 1 A is
expected to meet the operational requirements of
the IAF both in the eastern and western sectors.

s Order On Acquiring

The court said even the
statutory scheme of
payment of compensation
in return for acquisition

followed by the state and its
instrumentalities. While making the
observations, a bench comprising justices
PS Narasimha and Aravind Kumar
dismissed the appeal of the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation.

does not brook interference on any count,"
the top court said in its 32-page judgment.
"Under our constitutional scheme,
compliance with a fair procedure of law
before depriving any person of his
immovable property is well entrenched,"

In Supreme Court's Order On Acquiring
Private Property, A 'Procedure’ Caveat

The bench said undue emphasis is laid on
compensation to justify the power of
compulsory acquisition.New Delhi:
Compulsory acquisition of private

Justice Narasimha said."Again, assuming
@ that Section 363 of the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation Act provides for
compensation, compulsory acquisition
will still be unconstitutional if proper
procedure is not established or followed

Mira said, adding that he will be happy today.

Every migrant family at the camp has endured years of
hardship, she said."Here, two or three families with
15-20 people live together in cramped conditions with
minimal resources. We started getting our children

of private properties will
not be justified if the due
procedure is not followed

married off quickly to secure their future," she by the State. properties will be unconstitutional if = Municipal Corporation.The civic body had before depriving a person of their right to
said.The citizenship certificates were handed over to proper procedure is not established or  approached the top court challenging the  property," it said.It said undue emphasis is
Singh, his son Bharat Kumar and daughter Yashoda R === followed before depriving a person of their  judgment of a division bench of the Kolkata  laid on the provisions of compensation to

justify the power of compulsory
acquisition, as if compensation by itself is
the complete procedure for a wvalid
acquisition."While it is true that after the
44th Constitutional Amendment, the right
to property drifted from Part III
(fundamental rights) to Part XII of the
Constitution, there continues to be a potent
safety net against arbitrary acquisitions,
hasty decision-making and unfair redressal
mechanisms," it said.

right to property, the Supreme Court said on
Thursday.In a significant verdict, the top
court said even the statutory scheme of
payment of compensation in return for
acquisition of private properties will not be
justified if the due procedure is not
followed by the state and its
instrumentalities. While making the
observations, a bench comprising justices
PS Narasimha and Aravind Kumar
dismissed the appeal of the Kolkata

High Court which had quashed acquisition
of a property at Narkeldanga North Road in
the city for constructing a park.The high
court had held that the civic body had no
power under a specific provision to go for
compulsory acquisition."We are of the
considered opinion that the High Court was
fully justified in allowing the writ petition
and rejecting the case of the appellant-
Corporation acquiring land under Section
352 of the Act. The impugned judgment

and the 11 others by the Union home secretary after
their applications were processed online through a
designated portallt was a day of celebration, Jhula
Ram, who migrated from Pakistan's Sindh province,
said.We took our first step in India on October 5,
2013. Yesterday, we became citizens of this country.
Our family has 18 members, and three of us have
received our 'birth certificates' (citizenship
certificates)," he said.

New Delhi: Compulsory acquisition of
private properties will be unconstitutional
if proper procedure is not established or
followed before depriving a person of their
right to property, the Supreme Court said on
Thursday.In a significant verdict, the top
court said even the statutory scheme of
payment of compensation in return for
acquisition of private properties will not be
justified if the due procedure is not
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UK watchdog puts in place 'extra
control' measures on Indian spices

amid row

London. The UK’s Food Standards Agency (FSA)
clarified on Thursday that it has had extra control
measures for pesticideresidues in spices from India
since earlier this year.Dismissing reports of any
additional steps taken recently, the country's food
watchdog noted that it has an early warning system
(EWS) in place for maximum residue levels of ethylene
oxide (ETO)—a food contaminant not allowed in the UK
—1in various spices from India since early last year.

It comes amid reports of concerns over ETO levels in some
Indian spices that led to Hong Kong and Singapore
banning certain Indian spice products.

"In light of concerns, earlier this year we applied extra
control measures for pesticide residues in spices from
India which include ethylene oxide," said Natasha Smith,
Deputy Director of Food Policy at the FSA.The use of
ethylene oxide is not allowed here (in the UK), and
maximum levels (or maximum residue levels) are in
place for herbs and spices. If there is any unsafe food or
food on the market, the FSA will take rapid action to
ensure consumers are protected," she said.thylene Oxide
(ETO) is typically used overseas to control the presence
of pathogens such as salmonella. However, the use of
ETO is not permitted in the UK, with maximum residue
levels in place for commodities including herbs and
spices.The FSA said it had already been issuing early
warning alerts for ETO in various spices from India
since before January 2023. This is via its monthly
imports EWS notifications for enforcement officers at
UK ports and local authorities.This encourages
enforcement officers to carry out surveillance sampling
for ETO, which could then be used to justify amending
UK official controls legislation, the watchdog notes.

Food businesses are required to ensure food is both safe
and compliant, so if commodities are found to be above
the maximum residue levels, food busesses must assess
and take action, the FSA said.

"We review the controls that we apply to bot imported
High-Risk Food and Feed of Non-Animal Origin and
Food not of animal origin on a regular basis to ensure
consumers continue to have access to safe imported food
and feed," itadded.

India is among the world’s leading spice producers,
exporting over 200 spices and value-added products to
some 180 countries worth $4 billion in 2021-22,
according to the Spices Board of India.

North Korea test-fires ballistic
missile a day after US-South
Korea's fighter jet drill

SEOUL: North Korea fired a ballistic missile off its east
coast on Friday, South Korea's military said, a day
after South Korea and the U.S. flew powerful fighter
jets for a joint drill that the North views as a major
security threat.A statement from South Korea's Joint
Chiefs of Staff gave no further details about the North
Korean launch, such as how far the weapon
flew.North Korea in recent months has maintained an
accelerated pace in weapons testing as it continues to
expand its military capabilities while diplomacy with
the United States and South Korea remained stalled.
Observers say North Korea likely believes an
upgraded weapons arsenal would give it leverage to
win greater concessions from the U.S. if negotiations
resume.

Last week, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
supervised another test firing of a new multiple rocket
launch system, according to the North's state
media.North Korea has maintained it was forced to
boost its nuclear and missile programs to deal with
U.S.-led hostility. North Korea cites the expanded
U.S.-South Korean military training that it calls
invasion rehearsals.On Thursday, two South Korean
F-35Asand two U.S. F-22 Raptors were mobilized for
combined aerial exercises over the central region of
South Korea. North Korea is extremely sensitive to the
deployment of sophisticated U.S. aircraft.

Trump presidency would risk
$1 trillion in clean energy

investment: Report

Washington. A victory by Donald Trump in the
November 5 presidential election would jeopardise a
projected $1 trillion in low carbon energy investments
and carbon emissions would be 1 billion tonnes more
by 2050 than under current policies, according to a new
analysis by Wood Mackenzie published on
Thursday.“This election cycle will really influence the
pace of energy investment, both in the next five years
and through 2050," said David Brown, director of
Wood Mackenzie’s Energy Transition Research.
"Investments in low carbon supply need to be made in
the near term to realise longer-dated decarbonisation
targets. US carbon emissions could grow, putting net-
zero out of reach in our delayed transition scenario.”

Former President Trump has drawn a sharp contrast to his
rival, President Joe Biden, who has made curbing
climate change and boosting clean energy
manufacturing big parts of his presidency and re-
election campaign.Trump has said he would reverse
many of the Biden administration's signature climate
policies, such as tax credits for electric vehicles and
strong emissions standards for cars and power plants.
He is expected to once again withdraw the US from the
Paris climate agreement.rump has courted executive's
financial support in exchange for favourable energy
policies.

Wood Mackenzie projects about $7.7 trillion in
investment for the US energy sector over 2023-2050
under current policies, which include key incentives
enshrined in the bipartisan infrastructure bill and the
climate-focused Inflation Reduction Act.It would be
$1 trillion less if Republicans reverse key policies
bolstering low-carbon energy and infrastructure
improvements.In 2050, Wood Mackenzie projects, net
US energy-related CO2 emissions will be 1 billion
tonnes higher compared to what they would be under
current policies.The research firm also projects that the
total stock of electric vehicles by 2050 would be 50%
lower than under current policies since automakers
would likely increase investments in hybrid production
over electric cars.
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Lecturing India on human rights wouldn't
work: Indian-American lawmakers

Indian-American
lawmakers said that
though they would
continue to raise the
human rights issue in
India with its leadership,
lecturing New Delhi is
unlikely to work. They
favoured having a
conversation with the
Indian leadership about
their concerns.

Washington.Reiterating that they would

continue to raise the issue of human rights
in India with its leadership, Indian-
American lawmakers on Thursday,

however, said that lecturing New Delhi
on this issue is unlikely to work, and they
favoured entering into a conversation
with the Indian leadership on their
concerns with them.India was colonised
for over 100 years. So, when we're
having a conversation about human
rights, and you're having a
conversation with (External Affairs
Minister S) Jaishankar or someone
else, you have to understand that just
coming in from the perspective of
lecturing India. When they say that
we've had colonial powers lecture us
for hundreds of years, it is not going to
be productive," Congressman Ro
Khanna told members of the Indian
American community during the 'Desi
Decides' Summit of Indian American
Impact.Khanna, who is also co-chair of
the Congressional India Caucus, was
joined by three other Indian American
lawmakers -- Shri Thanedar, Pramila
Jayapal and Dr Ami Bera -- during the
panel discussion, which was moderated
by Zohreen Shah, ABC national
correspondent, who asked them about
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's relations
with the Muslim community."Having a

conversation (with India) saying, here are
the imperfections in our democracy, what
are the imperfections in your democracy,
and how do we collectively advance
democracy and human rights, I think is a

more constructive approach,” Khanna
said.Bera said he agrees with Khanna.
"I've said the same to the (Indian) foreign
minister. [f India loses its secular nation, it
changes who she is as a country and how
the rest of the world views it," he said.e
also said that a Trump presidency is not
necessarily the same as Prime Minister
Modi being in power. "Because we still
have a vibrant democracy here. We have a
vibrant opposition party in the
Democratic Party. We still believe in the

freedom of the press and those are all
things that I worry about India's future,"
he said."You see what's happening to the
freedom of the press. You're not really
seeing a viable opposition party or it's
being dismantled. The vibrant
democracy has to have all of those
things, freedom of speech, freedom of
the press, the ability to push back. I
hope you don't ever see a second Trump
presidency. But if that were to happen,
you will see our democracy survive the
first time, push back, and our
democracy will survive. I certainly
hope India's democracy survives,"
Berasaid.
Jayapal said she agrees with both Bera
and Khanna. "The only thing I would
add is that I think we have to be able to
critique our own country's imperfections
and any other country's imperfections.
That's actually our job in Congress. We
shouldn't lecture, I agree with Roe
(Khanna). But we do have to think about
all of the United States' interests. That is
economic, for sure. India is an important
partner for us. It's an important partner
because of other regional dynamics as
well and global dynamics," she said.

Texas man convicted of killing Black Lives
Matter protester pardoned by governor

Texas.  Governor Greg Abbott on
Thursday granted a full pardon to a
former US Army sergeant and Uber
driver who was convicted of murder
and sentenced to 25 years in prison for
fatally shooting a Black Lives Matter
protester in 2020.bbott, a Republican,
in his pardon proclamation cited the
state's "Stand Your Ground" self-
defence law, one of the strongest
such measures in the US.

The clemency proclamation was
issued shortly after the Texas Board
of Pardons and Parole unanimously
recommended a pardon for Daniel
Perry and restoration of his firearm
rights following an investigation
that the board conducted at the
governor's request.Perry, 37, was
found guilty in April 2023 of murder
in the death of 28-year-old Garrett
Foster, a US Air Force veteran who was
gunned down at a Black Lives Matter
rally in Austin, the state capital, in July
2020.The demonstration came amid a
storm of protests across the country
against racial injustice and police
brutality in the aftermath of the killing
of George Floyd by Minneapolis police
officers in May of that year.Perry has
insisted he was acting in self-defence

when he shot Foster, asserting that he
had no choice but to open fire with his
handgun when Foster pointed the AK-
47 he was legally carrying at Perry.
Perry is white, as was Foster.Perry was
driving in Austin that night and had
turned his Uber car onto a street where

the demonstrators were marching,
leading members of the crowd to
believe they were in danger of being
assaulted by his vehicle, according to
media accounts of the incident. At trial,
the two sides presented conflicting
accounts of whether Foster levelled his
gun at Perry.In his pardon
proclamation, Abbott said the jury's
verdict in effect "nullified" the state's
"Stand Your Ground" self-defence law.

The statute removes a person's duty to

retreat from an unprovoked threat of
violence before using deadly force if
that person has a right to be
there.Perry's lawyer, Doug O'Connell,
said the pardon "corrects the
courtroom travesty" of his client's
conviction," adding that Perry
was "thrilled and elated to be
free.""Daniel Perry was
imprisoned for 372 days and lost
the military career he loved,"
O'Connell said in the statement,
quoted by Austin television
station KXAN. "We intend to
fight to get Daniel's military
service characterisation
upgraded to an honourable
discharge."
According to KXAN, Foster's
fiancee, Whitney Mitchell,
shared her reaction in a joint statement
with her mother, calling the pardon a
"devastating blow" that "reopened
deep wounds."Travis County District
Attorney Jose Garza, a Democrat
whose office brought the case against
Perry, decried the pardon, saying that
the parole board and the governor had
"put their politics over justice and
made a mockery of our legal system."

UN holds first meeting focused only on
hostages as Israel prepares for Rafah op

world. The United Nations Security
Council on Thursday held a meeting
solely focused on the hostages held by
Hamas in the Gaza Strip, even as Israel
pushes forward with its Rafah
operation. During the meeting, the US
condemned the hostage taking by the
Palestinian Islamist group on October
7 as a "psychological tool of terrorism".
US Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield said they "won't rest" until
the release of every single hostage is
secured.Over 1,200 people were killed
after Hamas launched an
unprecedented attack on Israel on
October 7 last year. Additionally, more
than 200 people were taken as hostages
by the Islamist group. Several of them

were released during a brief truce
between the two sides, but 132 remain
in captivity, Israel's UN Ambassador
Gilad Erdan told the meeting on
Thursday.

Here are the latest developments in
Israel-Hamas war:

In three resolutions passed by the UN
Security Council on Thursday, it called
for the immediate and unconditional
release of all hostages. Meanwhile,
Israel's UN Ambassador Gilad Erdan
questioned the Council's action so far
against Hamas until they release the
hostages. "Have you imposed

sanctions...? What action has been
taken?" he asked.At Thursday's UN
Security Council meeting, Shoshan

Haran recalled the 50 days she was in
Hamas's captivity. She, her daughter
and two grandchildren were taken
hostage by the group on October 7 last
year, and released in November. "We
cannot allow the normalisation of this
unprecedented form of terrorsm...,"
Haran, now 68, said.The Republican-
led US House of Representatives
passed a bill on Thursday that would
force President Joe Biden to send
weapons to Israel, in response to him
delaying bomb shipments, over fears
of mass Palestinian casualties. On
Tuesday (May 14), the US State
Department moved a $1 billion
package of weapons aid for Israel into
the congressional.

'That's a lie": Donald Trump's
lawyer slams star witness
during hush money frial

New York. Donald Trump's lawyer on Thursday
accused star witness Michael Cohen of lying at
the former US president's trial about a phone
conversation he claimed to have had with Trump
about a hush money payment to a porn star shortly
before the 2016 presidential election.Trump's
lawyer Todd Blanche said the phone conversation
was about harassment from a prank caller and not,
as Cohen had asserted in previous testimony,
about a $130,000 payment that bought the silence
of porn star Stormy Daniels at the centre of the
month-long trial.

No sir I can't, because I am not certain that is
accurate," Cohen responded. He said he believed
that he spoke with Trump's then-bodyguard Keith
Schiller about the harassment and also spoke
briefly with Trump about the payment."We are not
asking for your belief," Blanche said, raising his
voice.The exchange took place during several
hours of questioning by Blanche designed to cast
Trump's former fixer as a spiteful turncoat eager
to see his former boss behind bars.Blanche played
jurors audio clips of Cohen saying that the case

"fills me with delight" and that he felt "giddy with
hope and laughter" imagining Trump and his
family in prison.He told them that Cohen had
previously lied to Congress and to the US Justice
Department and had lied in court as well. He
pointed out that Cohen had privately sought a
pardon from Trump while publicly saying he
would not accept one.Cohen agreed that he had
blamed others, including Trump, in the wake of
his own criminal convictions on tax and
campaign-finance charges.

"Does the outcome of this trial affect you
personally?" Blanche asked."Yes," Cohen said,
maintaining his composure while answering
questions, in contrast with his aggressive and
often profane public comments.Cohen was due to
return to the witness stand for more questioning
when the trial resumes on Monday.Trump has
pleaded not guilty in the first criminal trial of a
former US president and denies having sex with
Daniels.

Hitting back at US, Vladimir Putin-Xi Jinping
usher in ‘new era’ of partnership

-

world. China's Xi Jinping and Russia's
Vladimir Putin on Thursday pledged a
"new era" of partnership between the two
most powerful rivals of the United States,
which they cast as an aggressive Cold
War hegemon sowing chaos across the
world.Xi greeted Putin on a red carpet
outside the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing, where they were hailed by
marching People's Liberation Army
soldiers, a 21-gun salute on Tiananmen
Square and childrenwaving the flags of
China and Russia.hina and Russia
declared a "no limits" partnership in
February 2022 when Putin visited Beijing
just days before he sent tens of thousands
of troops into Ukraine, triggering the
deadliest land war in Europe since World
War Two.Xi, 70, and Putin, 71, signed a
joint statement on Thursday about the
"new era" that proclaimed opposition to
the US on a host of security issues and a
shared view on everything from Taiwan
and Ukraine to North Korea and
cooperation on new peaceful nuclear
technologies and finance."The China-
Russia relationship today is hard-earned,
and the two sides need to cherish and

nurture it," Xi told Putin."China is
willing to jointly achieve the
development and rejuvenation of our
respective countries, and work together
to uphold fairness and justice in the
world."Russia, waging war against
NATO-supplied Ukrainian forces, and
China, under pressure from a concerted
US effort to counter its growing
military and economic strength,
increasingly have found common
geopolitical cause.Xi has told Putin the
two have the chance to drive changes the
world has not seen in a century, which
many analysts see as an attempt to
challenge a US-led global order.heir
governments, pushing back against
perceived humiliations of the 1991 Soviet
collapse and centuries of European
colonial dominance of China, have
sought to portray the West as decadent
and in decline, with China challenging
US supremacy in everything from
quantum computing and synthetic
biology to espionage and hard military
power.But China and Russia face their
own challenges, including a slowing
Chinese economy and an emboldened

and expanding NATO following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.Washington casts
China as its biggest competitor and
Russia as its biggest nation-state
threat. The US views both as authoritarian
rulers who have quashed free speech and
exerted tight control at home over the
media and the courts.

Biden has referred to Xi as a "dictator" and
has said Putin is a "killer" and even a
"crazy SOB". Beijing and Moscow have
scolded Biden for the comments.

WEST VERSUS XTAND PUTIN?

utin's visit comes weeks after US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken flew to China to
raise concerns about China's support for
Russia's military. That trip appears to have

done little to dent Xi's deepening
relationship with Putin.By picking
China for his first foreign trip since
being sworn in this month for another
six-year term, Putin is sending a
message to the world about his
priorities and the strength of his
personal ties with Xi.The joint
statement was described as deepening
the strategic relationship, and
mentioned plans to step up military ties
and how defence sector cooperation
between the two nations improved
regional and global security.
It sinled out the United States for criticism.
"The United States still thinks in terms of
the Cold War and is guided by the logic of
bloc confrontation, putting the security of
‘narrow groups' above regional security
and stability, which creates a security
threat for all countries in the region," the
statement said. "The US must abandon
this behaviour."It also condemned
initiatives to seize assets and property of
foreign states, a clear reference to
Western moves to redirect profits from
frozen Russian assets or the assets
themselves, to help Ukraine.
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Shreyas lyer is calm, composed and
never panics: AB de Villiers lauds
KKR skipper

New Delhi.Former South Africa cricketer
AB de Villiers lauded Shreyas Iyer for
KKR’s incredible journey in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2024. The Knight
Riders became the first team to qualify for
the playoffs and are placed atop the table
with 19 points and a net run rate of +1.428
thanks to wins in 9 out of 13 matches.Back
in 2022, the 29-year-old Shreyas replaced
Eoin Morgan as the skipper of the 2-time
champions. He missed the 2023 edition
due to a back injury when Nitish Rana led
them. This season, Shreyas made his
comeback and stamped his authority.

De Villiers, who retired from all forms of
cricket after IPL 2021, lauded Shreyas for
not staying calm and not pressing the panic
button under pressure.“Shreyas Iyer has
been absolutely incredible. There have
been a lot of doubts and talks about him as
captain. I punted him from the start of the
tournament. He is a wise guy, a smart
cricketer and [ love the way he is calm and
composed as a captain. He never seems to
get rushed, never seems to panic even
though you know deep down that you feel
some panic, especially playing at the Eden
Gardens,” De Villiers said o his YouTube
channel.

‘Not easy to captain senior players’

De Villiers said that captaining experienced
cricketers is not easy by any stretch of the
imagination. He said that Shreyas has led
the likes of Sunil Narine and Andre Russell
with a lot of precision.“It’s not easy to
captain senior players who have been
around for ages, especially Narine and
Russell. We know that the West Indies
have got different personalities, they are
outgoing and can be outspoken sometimes.
It must be sometimes difficult with a
difference in culture to communicate
properly with some of these experienced
players,” De Villiers added.

RCB vs (SK: Have a feeling it will
be the MS Dhoni show in

Bengaluru, says Varun Aaron

New Delhi. Former India pacer Varun Aaron
reckons MS Dhoni could very well put on a
batting masterclass when CSK face RCB in a
virtual knockout IPL 2024 match in
Bengaluru on Saturday, May 18. Notably,
Dhoni may be playing his final IPL game on
May 18 at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru as CSK faces RCB in their last
league match, with both teams vying for a
spot in the IPL 2024 playoffs. With only one
playoff spot remaining, the outcome of this
game will be decisive. IfRCB, riding on their
recent strong form, manage to secure a win, it
could mark the end of Dhoni’s illustrious IPL
career, signaling the end of an era. However,
if CSK manages to defeat a resurgent RCB,
Dhoni and his team will advance to
Ahmedabad, keeping alive the hope of a
perfect fairytale ending for the 'Thala'.

"I have a feeling it's going to be the MS show
this game, because it's all building up to this. I
just feel it's going to be that way because he
loves the Chinnaswamy Stadium,” Aaron
said while speaking to Star Sports.Varun
Aaron highlighted Dhoni's impressive IPL
record against RCB at the Chinnaswamy
Stadium. The CSK captain has scored 376
runs at an average of 125.33 and aremarkable
strike rate of 184.31 in the nine matches
against RCB at Chinnaswamy. "He's played
some epic innings there. I remember him pull
up some crazy even once they fell short by by
one run that last over against Umesh Yadav,
which is actually etched in my memory. I
never forget that he scored 20-21 runs single-
handedly of the last over, so MS Dhoni at
Chinnaswamy stadium is really, really
dangerous."Much has been said about
Dhoni's fitness, as he has been said to be
struggling with back ailments that prevent
him from batting further up the order.
However, Aaron feels that such challenges
will not prevent the World Cup-winning
captain from performing."Also. He's one of
those guys who has a really high pain
threshold and bites the bullet make sure he
forgets about his injury," added Aaron.
Considering his explosive performances this
season and the significance of the upcoming
match, it's hard to dismiss the possibility of
Dhoni stealing the spotlight once again. If
given the chance, he could very well lead his
beloved CSK to the playoffs in spectacular
fashion.

Vamika is enjoying swinging the
bat: Virat Kohli on daughter

following his footsteps

New Delhi. Virat Kohli shed light on his
daughter’s career in the future, saying that
Vamika will have the freedom to make her
own choice. However, he said that her little
one is enjoying ‘swinging the bat’. If Vamika
aspires to become a cricket, she has the likes
of Smriti Mandhana and Harmanpreet Kaur
to take inspiration from.Both Mandhana and
Harmanpreet have inspired several budding
cricketers, having won the Women’s Premier
League (WPL) while representing RCB and
MI respectively. Kohli opened up on her
daughter while speaking to Mr. Nags Danish
Sait on the RCB Insider Show.“My daughter
has picked up a bat, and she is really enjoying
swinging the bat. But I am not sure; it’s their
choice at the end of the day,” Kohli said.Back
in January 2021, Kohli became a father for
the first time with wife Anushka Sharma.
Earlier this year, in February, the 35-year-old
Kohli embraced fatherhood after his son,
Akaay, was born.‘Glad to have made fans
happy’Kohli also spoke about RCB’s
ongoing campaign in the Indian Premier
League (IPL). After losing 7 out of their first
8 matches, the Challengers found themselves
inall sorts of trouble.

IPL 2024: Ignoring IMD’s advice,
fans brave rains to support SRH

The Director of
Enforcement, Vigilance
and Disaster Management
of the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
took to X sharing the
weather update and
asking citizens to be

vigilant.

HYDERBAD: Heavy rains lashed
Hyderabad on Thursday afternoon with the
highest recorded rainfall being over 51 mm
as of 4 pm according to the Telangana State
Development Planning Society (TSDPS).
The downpour led to flooding in several
parts of the city. Vehicles were seen
crawling on the roads with the travel time
increasing considerably.

The Director of Enforcement, Vigilance and

Disaster Management of the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation took
to X sharing the weather update and
asking citizens to be vigilant. At4 pm, the
Indian Meteorological Department
issued a moderate rain and
thundershower alert for the GHMC
limits. The IMD also advised people to
monitor the weather before chalking out
any plans for going out apart from
predicting more rainfall for the evening
and night.The prediction by the IMD and

GHMC's advice would have been

enough to deter people from venturing
out from their homes. But it seemed to
have fallen on deaf ears as far as Sunrisers
Hyderabad fans were concerned. They
braved rains and traffic snarls and
somehow made their way to the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium at Uppal in
the city, skidding through the wet and
muddy surroundings.Only a few IPL teams
enjoy wholehearted support from their fans
and the Hyderabad franchise was definitely
not one among them only till recently.
Neither did they enjoy the support of
Whistlepodu Army like Chennai Super
Kings nor did they have fans who are known

to stand behind Royal Challengers
Bengaluru despite heartbreaks year after
year. It all seemed to have changed this
season with the team performing
exceptionally well under the ODI World
Cup winning captain Pat
Cummins.Explosive start from their
openers Travis Head and Abhishek Sharma
along with constant hammering from
Heinrich Klaasen, Nitish Kumar Reddy and
Aiden Markram seem to have re-energised
the sleeping Orange Army, which has been
longing for a good show by their team since
their title-winning campaign in the 2016

IPL 2024: Sunrisers Hyderabad qualify for play-offs
after rain washes out match against Gujarat Titans

HYDERABAD: Sunrisers
Hyderabad on Thursday
qualified for the Indian
Premier League play-offs
after rain washed out
their IPL match against
Gujarat Titans here
without a ball being

bowled.SRH thus [
became the third team to
make the cut after p—
Kolkata Knight Riders
and Rajasthan Royals
who are currently
occupying the top two
places in the
standings.The Sunrisers
received one point to take
their tally to 15 points
with one match to
go.They will face Punjab Kings, who have
already been eliminated, on May 19 in
their last league assignment.

GT, the last year's runners-up and 2022
champions, were knocked out of the play-
off race after their previous match was
also abandoned due to rain.They thus end

the drizzle needed to stop
for mop-up to begin by
around 10:15pm but with
rain showing no signs of
abating, the official decided
to abandon the match.It is
the second game to be
called off in this IPL,
because of rain and wet
outfield.Four teams --
Chennai Super Kings (14),

the season with 12 points from 14
matches.

The toss didn't happen at the scheduled time

of 7 pm due to rain and wet outfield.The
rain intensified before settling into a
steady shower as the covers and outfield
stayed covered.The cut-off time for a five-
over game was 10:56 PM, which meant

Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (12), Delhi
Capitals (14) and Lucknow
Super Giants (12) -- are still
in fray for the battle or the
last spot.If LSG win against
Mumbeai Indians on Friday,
they will move to 14 points
to stay mathematically
alive but CSK will seal the spot if they
beat RCBor the game is washed out on
Saturday.f RCB beat CSK by at least 18
runsor 11 balls to spare then they will grab
the fourth available spot on the basis of net
run-rate as they would be on 14 points,
same as DC, CSK and LSG (ifthey win).

Brazil declared host of 2027 Women's World Cup at FIFA Congress

New Delhi. Brazil was declared the host of
the 2027 Women's World Cup at the FIFA
Congress on Friday, beating the joint bid of
Belgium, Netherlands and Germany to
become the first South American country to
hold the tournament. The Brazil bid
received the backing of 119 member
associations of the FIFA Congress to host
the 10th edition of the competition,
compared to 78 votes for the European
bid."We knew we would be celebrating a
victory for South American women's soccer
and for women," said president of the
Brazilian Football Confederation, Ednaldo
Rodrigues. "You can be sure, with no
vanity, we will accomplish the best World
Cup for women." Brazil was given a slight
edge in the run up to Friday's vote after a
FIFA technical evaluation released last
week gave it a score of four out of five,
verses 3.7 for the Belgium-Netherlands-
Germany (BNG) bid. The race was whittled
down to two last month after the United
States and Mexico withdrew their joint bid
to pursue the 2031 tournament instead. The

FIFA assessment scored each bid on criteria
ranging from commercial viability, team
facilities and accommodation, to broadcast
sites, stadiums and fan festival venues. It
said Brazil's 10 stadiums were purpose-
built and configured for major tournaments
having hosted the 2014 men's World Cup
and the bid had a strong commercial
position and government commitment.It
highlighted the compact nature and support
behind the Belgium-Netherlands-Germany
bid, solid commercial viability, good
infrastructure and short distances between
venues, but also noted the smaller
capacities of its 13 stadiums. FIFA
President Gianni Infantino said the Brazil
tournament would be "the best Women's
World Cup ever".'FUTILE DEBATE' In his
opening remarks at the Congress, Infantino
pledged to boost access to football
worldwide and sought to end what he called
a "futile debate" over the amount of matches
being played.He said FIFA was organising
about 1% of club games and just 1% to 2%
of national team matches, but was helping

70% of its members, which "would have no
football without the resources" FIFA
provides. "I hope these figures will show
that we should probably stop this futile
debate, it's really pointless, and focus on
what we need to do which is organise the
best competitions and develop football
around the world," he said.

The Congress also heard a Palestinian call for
the suspension of Israel's football
federation, accusing it of multiple
violations of FIFA statutes, including over
the Gaza conflict and the inclusion in Israeli
leagues of teams located in Palestinian
territory. Infantino said a legal assessment
of the allegations would be undertaken
urgently, with the FIFA Council convening
an extraordinary Congress in late July to
address the issue.Since an Oct. 7 cross-
border raid by Hamas-led gunmen that
Israel says killed more than 1,200 people,
the offensive in Gaza has left more than
35,000 Palestinians dead, according to
Gaza health officials. Israel says its strikes
are targeted at militants.

season under David Warner.Ravi is one
such fan, who has been a part of Orange
Army for almost four years but remained
inactive mostly given the team’s show in
the past few seasons. This edition, Ravi is
once again in the stands to support his
team and make sure they make it to the
play-offs. “This is my fourth match this
season. The way the openers are batting
has given us hope. For years, | have been
waiting for the Hyderabad franchise to
do well but they didn’t get that success.
This season, they have renewed our
hopes,” Ravi told this daily. He resides at
Alwal, a suburb of the city and travelled
around 30km despite heavy rains and traffic
jams.By 9:50 pm, around 20,000 fans were
at the venue which boasts a capacity of
around 40,000. In all, 33,871 ticket holders
were in the stadium as those many tickets
were scanned for entry. Rain certainly
affected the attendance as for the entirety of
the season, every match at the venue
recorded almost a full house.Kranthi
Kumar, chief engineer with the Indian
Navy, tagged along with Ravi as he has been
a silent SRH fan for years but wanted to see
them perform well in his first.

Archer Deepika Kumari to

train in Korea ahead of
World Qualifiers

New Delhi. Ace Indian archer Deepika

Kumari will train in South Korea ahead of
next month's Final Olympic World
Qualification tournament in Antalya,
Turkey, after the sports ministry approved
her request to finance the stint. Deepika,
who was reinducted into the Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS) core group
following a silver medal at the World Cup in
Shanghai last month, is part of the Indian
women's team that will aim to seal a Paris
Games quota in the tournament.She will
train at the Kim Archery School for 13 days
before heading to Antalya for the qualifiers
beginning June 14. Under TOPS, the
ministry will be covering her airfare,
boarding and lodging, training expenditure
and local transport among other expenses.
The Mission Olympic Cell (MOC) also
granted financial assistance to the archery
teams (both men and women) for
procurement of physiotherapy equipment
ahead of the Paris Games.Besides, the MOC
approved assistance towards the
procurement of archery equipment for
Pravin Jadhav and the request of shooter
Raiza Dhillon to train in India for 11 days,
followed by training in Italy with coach
Ennio Falco for a week. The TOPS will
cover Dhillon's boarding and lodging cost,
coaching fee in Italy and ammunition and
clay birds among other expenses. Trap
shooter Rajeshwari Kumari's request for
assistance towards a vision and eye training
coach was also approved.

Proposals from athletes Eldhose Paul and

Kishore Kumar Jena and badminton player
HS Prannoy were also given the go-ahead.
The TOPS will provide assistance to
Eldhose to compete in two international
events in France, while Jena, his coach and
physiotherapist will be given financial
assistance so that he can compete in the
Paavo Nurmi Games in Finland, and Paris
Diamond League.Prannoy, his coach, trainer
and physio will be provided financial
assistance for travel to the Australia Open.
The MOC also approved para-athlete
Bhagyashree Jadhav's request for financial
assistance towards engaging personal
support stafftill the Paralympics.

India risk losing Olympics quota after Paris-
bound Parveen suspended for violation: Sources

In a significant blow to
India's medal prospects
at the upcoming Paris
Games, World
Championships bronze
medallist Parveen Hooda
is certain to miss her
Olympics spot due to a
Whereahouts Failure.

New Delhi. India risks losing its quota in the
57 kg weight category due to Parveen
Hooda's failure to inform the World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) about her

whereabouts. According to multiple reports,
Parveen is likely to receive a 1.5-year ban,
which would exclude her from the Olympics
and result in the loss of her quota. The Boxing
Federation of India (BFI) is currently
negotiating with WADA to prevent this

setback and is in a wait-and-watch mode.

BFI Secretary Hemanta Kalita commented,
is no official
communication to us. We are trying to
resolve the issue. No decision has been made
yet, so we cannot comment further."It has

"As of now, there

been reported that Parveen Hooda
accumulated three Whereabouts Failures
between April 2022 and March 2023.
Athletes in the Registered Testing Pool
(RTP) must submit quarterly whereabouts
updates. According to WADA rules, "any
combination of three whereabouts failures
(filing failures and/or missed tests) within
12 months constitutes an anti-doping rule
violation, resulting in a sanction of two
years' ineligibility, which may be reduced
to a minimum of one year depending on the
degree of fault." When asked by India
Today if Hooda is suspended, Kalita denied
any such development, stating, "We have
not received any letter. We are very
hopeful."
Four Indian women boxers have already
qualified for the Olympics: Nikhat Zareen
(flyweight), Preeti Sai Pawar
(bantamweight), Parveen Hooda
(featherweight), and Tokyo Olympics
bronze medallist Lovlina Borgohain
(middleweight).
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Priyank

Sultry 'Strawberry
Days' Look Makes Nick

Jonas Go 'Wow'; See
Viral Photo

riyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas are one of the hottest celebrity

couples in the movie business. They often take to social media to

express their love and affection for one another and their banter is
loved by their fans. As such, fans could not stop gushing after Priyanka
Chopra’s latest selfie made Nick Jonas go wow.he actress recently took
to Instagram to drop a sultry selfie of herself. Priyanka captioned the
photo “strawberry days” and flaunted her pink-toned makeup. While the
selfie went viral and caught everyone’s attention. Priyanka’s husband Nick
Jonas was also left stunned. He commented, “Wow. Gorgeous.” Check out the
post here:

Meanwhile, earlier this year, Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas were reportedly

compelled to leave their Los Angeles home due to significant water damage and a
mold infestation. On Thursday, Priyanka showcased a view from their $20 million
mansion on Instagram, indicating that they have returned to their residence.
Reports from The Sun US in April suggested the couple would soon move back
into their newly renovated home.Priyanka shared a series of photos on her
Instagram Stories, featuring a stunning night view of Los Angeles from her
balcony. She captioned one of the
photos, “Being home... is feeding my
soul.” She also posted a blurry selfie
taken at home, captioned, “Oh
hey...”Married in 2018, Priyanka
and Nick live in their
Hollywood Hills mansion
with their daughter, Malti
Marie Chopra Jonas, who
turned two in January 2024.
The mansion reportedly
features seven bedrooms,
nine bathrooms, a chef’s
kitchen, a temperature-
controlled wine room, an
indoor basketball court, an
interior bowling alley, a
home theatre, an
entertainment lounge,
a spa with a steam |
shower, a full-service
gym, and a billiards
room.The couple had previously filed a lawsuit after being forced
to vacate their home due to the mold infestation, as reported by Page
Six in February 2024. They had purchased the house in 2019, shortly
after their grand wedding in Rajasthan in December 2018, just before
the home became ‘virtually unlivable.’ According to Page Six, the
water damage in their luxurious Los Angeles mansion led to a mold
infestation, initiating a legal battle that has been ongoing since May
2023. The lawsuit, exclusively obtained by Page Six, revealed that
issues began around April 2020 with their pool and spa, which had
‘porous waterproofing’ that caused mold contamination and related
problems.Around the same time, a water leak reportedly appeared in the
barbecue area on their deck, damaging part of the interior living area

below. These issues allegedly rendered the home ‘virtually unlivable’ v

and ‘dangerous from a health perspective to occupy.’

Aishwarya

Gets Loudest Cheers As She Walks Cannes

Red Carpet With Broken Hand

The actress received the loudest cheers as she walked the red carpet with her injured hand in a very dramatic

A ishwarya Rai Bachchan made a smashing return to Cannes film festival with yet another head-turning look.
black and gold strapless gown which featured an elaborative train and white-coloured puff sleeves.Several

way inside the international terminal. Aishwarya made her first appearance at Cannes film festival in 2002,
wearing a saree by designer Neeta Lulla. The Bollywood actress, who was last seen in Mani Ratnam’s pan-
Indian film Ponniyin Selvan: II, made a sensational appearance on the Cannes red carpet wearing a silver
hooded cape gown last year. The former Miss World attended the screening of Indiana Jones And The Dial
Of Destiny after making a bold statement in the gorgeous hooded silver cape gown from Sophie Couture’s

racks.

Aishwarya Rai was spotted leaving for

A

\

Rai

Watch

photos and videos of
Aishwarya walking the Cannes

red carpet have surfaced on
social media. In one of the videos,
Aishwarya’s daughter Aaradhya
Bachchan is seen helping her with her
ensemble. Needless to say,
Aishwarya’s fans are super impressed %
by her outfit. One user wrote, “Cannes
Queen showing you how it’s done!!!”
Another one said, “How does one
serve this much, even with a broken
hand? Like How? Aishwarya Rai’s
Cannes game isNEXT LEVEL!!!”

Cannes film festival along with her
daughter Aaradhya late
Wednesday night. The actress
was clicked wearing an arm
sling on her right hand. In a
video, shared by

Bollywood paparazzo
Viral Bhayani
Aishwarya and
Aaradhya greeted
paps with a big smile
as they made thei

atrina Kaif and Vicky Kaushal are one of
the most adorable Bollywood couples and

Kartik Aaryan To Romance
Triptii Dimri In Anurag Basu's
Next, Says Bhushan Kumar:

'Aashiqui 3 Was Not...

artik Aaryan and Triptii Dimri are all set
to share the screen space together for the
ighly anticipated Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3.
Helmed by Anees Bazmee, the horror comedy
went on floors earlier this year. Buzz is that, the
actors have already signed their second film
too. Reportedly, Kartik and Triptii will be seen
together in Anurag Basu’s next romantic
film.Producer Bhushan Kumar, in an interview
with Zoom, spilled the beans about the
upcoming film. While there have been rumours
that Kartik and Triptti will be working together
for Anurag Basu’s Aashiqui 3, Kumar cleared
the air around it and revealed that they are ‘not
making Aashiqui 3’ right now. Reportedly, the
team is working on another film that is expected
to go on floors by July. He shared, “It’ll be
directed by Anurag Basu.”Bhushan further
added, “The name ‘Aashiqui’ is not there for
this film. When we were making Aashiqui 3, it
was not working out. So, now we are making
another romantic movie, which Anurag dada is
directing. Kartik and Triptii are a part of
it.”Kartik Aaryan is now awaiting the release of
his highly anticipated Chandu Champion. The
film is all set to release on June 14th. Produced
by Sajid Nadiadwala and helmed by Kabir
Khan, the movie inspired by the real-life story
of India’s first Paralympic gold medalist
Murlikant Petkar.

Triptii Dimri is all set to star alongside Vicky
Kaushal and Ammy Virk in Bad Newz.
Directed by Anand Tiwari and produced by
Karan Johar, the film is all set to release on July
19, 202.After the massive success of Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2, Kartik Aaryan will be reprising his
character Rooh Baba for Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3.
The film will also star Vidya Balan in a key role.
Back in March, the makers announced the first
schedule wrap of the film.

Katrina Kaif Expresses Love
For Vicky Kaushal, Drops
His Candid Photos From

Birthday Celebration
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there is no doubt about it. On Thursday,
Vicky celebrated his 36th birthday. On this
special day, Katrina took to her Instagram
handle and shared a series of candid pictures of
the love of her life.In the post that Katrina
shared, Vicky was seen flaunting his million-
dollar smile. He looked handsome in a white t-
shirt and blue pants, sipping on his cup of chai.
One of the photos also shared a glimpse of
Vicky’s dinner date with Katrina on his birthday.
The actor was all smiles as he blew his birthday
candle. In the caption of her post, Katrina
dropped a white heart and birthday cake emoji.
She also added the romantic song “Dekha Tenu
Pehli Pehli Baare Re” to her post to express her
love for her husband. Check it out here:

Soon after the pictures were shared, fans and

friends rushed to the comments section to
shower love on the birthday boy. Among others,
Zoya Akhtar and Saif Ali Khan’s sister Saba
Pataudi also sent birthday wishes to the
actor.Katrina Kaif and Vicky Kaushal tied the
knot in December 2021. The couple had an
intimate wedding ceremony in Rajasthan.
Appearing on Koffee With Karan 8 earlier this
week, Vicky opened up about their wedding
ceremony and revealed that he proposed to
Katrina just a day before the wedding
ceremony.“It was very last minute. I had been
warned by everybody that if you don’t propose,
it’s something you’ll have to be prepared for for
the rest of your life that you got to hear about it. I
did that one day before the wedding It was
dinner just before any of the friends and families
could come,” the actor said.Meanwhile, on the
work front, Vicky Kaushal will soon be seen in
Bad Newz, a musical by director Anand Tiwari.
The film will also star Tripti Dimri, Ammy Virk,
Fatima Sana Shaikh and Neha Dhupia in key
roles.
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