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Iran’s internal
political balance
at stake

IRANIAN President Ebrahim Raisi’s tragic death is
untimely for Iran as it confronts Israel, and by
proxy the US, in the wake of the October 7
massacre by the Hamas in Israeli settlements.Iran
is allegedly the Hamas’ financier, arms supplier
and abettor. Other Iran-aligned armed groups in
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, especially Hezbollah,
are seen as complicit. Iran launched its first-ever
direct missile and drone attack on Israel on April
13. The provocation was the Israeli bombing of an
Iranian diplomatic complex in Damascus that
killed some Iranian military commanders who
were coordinating Iran’s clandestine activities in
West Asia.During the Barack Obama presidency,
the US opted for engaging with Iran to control its
nuclear programme and strategic reach over the
Shia crescent, running from Iran via Iraq, Syria
and Lebanon to the Mediterranean. The 2015
nuclear deal was struck between Iran and P5+1,
the five permanent members of the UN Security
Council and Germany. However, then President
Donald Trump withdrew the US from the deal in
2018, imposing sanctions instead.
Simultaneously, he worsened America’s pro-
Israel tilt, shifting the US embassy to Jerusalem
without obtaining Israeli commitment to curb
settlements in the occupied West Bank or a two-
state solution.President Joe Biden tried to
recalibrate this policy, but was first distracted by
the Covid-19 pandemic and then the Ukraine war.
Meanwhile, the US envisioned a new West Asia
and Gulf security paradigm, utilising the
Abraham Accords signed during the Trump
presidency. Pro-US Arab nations like the UAE,
Bahrain, Morocco and Saudi Arabia were
encouraged to normalise relations with Israel.
The aim was to contain Iran and its deep political
linkages in West Asia. But the danger posed by
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
new coalition government, with extreme right-
wing parties advocating Palestinian
marginalisation, was ignored. Netanyahu argued
that Palestinians had ceased to matter in regional
geopolitics.Based on this new vision, the India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
was proposed. The leaders of the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, US and India met on the sidelines of the
G20 summit in New Delhi for its high-profile
launch. But the Israeli PM, in whose country the
Adani-owned Haifa port was the land route’s
termination point, was absent. Clearly, the Saudis
had resisted signing the Abraham Accords
without Israeli commitment to resolve the
Palestinian issue.

Less than a year later, the Iran-provoked Gaza crisis
has upended the IMEC project. Even signatories
to the Abraham Accords like the UAE and
Bahrain are compelled to toughen their public
posture against Israel to satisfy domestic public
opinion and the Arab Street’s ire.Having
sabotaged the US-Israeli plans, Iran has moved
closer to the Russia-China combine. This

RESERVATION has emerged as a key electioneering

Provisions relating to reservation are

Reservation policy held hostage to political rhetoric

The reservation policy subscribes to the philosophy of ‘affirmative action’ to guarantee inclusive growth for all, especially the underprivileged.

issue in this General Election. The debate revolves
mainly around the quota for Muslims, even as the
principal opposition party, the Congress, is claiming
that the ruling dispensation would do away with the
reservation policy if it retains power. Political
rhetoric apart, reservation is and would remain for
long the main plank of a sovereign guarantee for the
inclusion of the groups which have
historically suffered isolation and
discrimination for socio-economic and
cultural reasons.

mentioned at four places in the Constitution.
Articles 330 to 335 provide for reservation to
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in the legislature, representation
to the Anglo-Indian community in the House &
of the People by nomination and claims of -
SCs and STs in government services. Articles |
15(3), 15(4) and 15(5) provide for special
provisions for women and children and
reservation for SCs, STs and socially and
educationally backward classes in
educational institutions, including private and
excluding minority educational institutions. Article
15(6) was later added by way of the 103rd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 2019, to provide
reservation in educational institutional for
economically weaker sections.Articles 16(4),
16(4A) and 16(4B) contain provisions relating to
reservation in government jobs for people of any
backward class, not adequately represented in
appointments and posts. Article 16(5) was added in
2019 to give reservation to economically backward
citizens in appointments to government services.
Articles 243D and 243T provide reservation of seats
for SCs and STs in panchayats and municipalities.

Job reservation and political reservation to the

members of SCs in the Lok Sabha and in the
legislative assemblies of states may be traced to the
provisions of the Government of India Act 1935 in
the backdrop of untouchability and denial of civil
rights to them; through the guarantee of
representation in the legislature and the executive,
the framers of the Constitution have aimed to
mitigate the negative consequences of social
seclusion of these groups and strengthen inclusive
character of Indian polity and governance.

convergence challenges America’s global
hegemony and the existing global order. Iran has
become a major supplier of armed drones to
Russia, threatening to make tanks and artillery
redundant.

The recent visit of Russian President Vladimir
Putin to China, his first foray abroad after
winning a fresh six-year term, underscores the
new geopolitical realignment.Raisi was in the
third year of his four-year term. As a former head
of the Iranian judiciary, a position with more
authority than chief justices in democratic
nations, he had a blood-tainted past. He oversaw
the mass execution of political prisoners in the
1980s. His election in 2021 was less free than
usual [ranian presidential elections. Traditionally,
the Supreme Leader and his advisers use the
Guardian Council to prune the list of candidates.
In the past, this was done shrewdly to provide the

THE recent ban on Indian spices, imposed by
Singapore, Hong Kong, Maldives, Australia,
and Nepal due to alleged contamination of
ethylene oxide (ETO) in products of popular
brands MDH and Everest, could potentially
reduce spice exports by up to 40 per cent, as
warned by the Federation of Indian Spice
Stakeholders. The presence of ETO, a toxic
chemical, beyond permissible limits in spice
mixes poses severe health risks, including
cancer. This alarming development underscores
the urgent need for India to enhance its food |
safety protocols and restore global confidence
in its spice exportsindia’s pre-eminence as the
world’s largest producer, consumer and
exporter of spices is at stake. The country
exports over $4 billion worth of spices annually,
and its domestic market is valued at $10 billion.

people some sense of choice and electoral
freedom. When Mohammad Khatami was elected
in 1997, he was an acknowledged reformist who
beat the regime-favoured conservatives.

ASTRAZENECA (AZ) has stated that its Covid-19
vaccine, Covishield or Vaxzevria, may induce
thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS)
in rare cases, resulting in neurological, cardiac,
pulmonary and systemic organ complications
related to clot formation in veins and arteries.
Serious complications like a brain stroke and heart
attack may occur. But the incidence of such
complications is extremely low. According to the
Melbourne Vaccine Education Centre, the risk of
such serious complications is 2.6 per one lakh
vaccinated (0.0026 per cent) individuals. Most cases
occur within the first four weeks of vaccination.
Beyond this, the chances of clot formation are almost
nil.AZ’s admission has created widespread concern
among the public. The company’s subsequent
withdrawal of the vaccine only served to exacerbate
this concern, despite the firm claiming that the
decision was due to ‘surplus availability’.

This data is not, in fact, new. The first dose of the
Oxford-AZ vaccine outside of a clinical trial was
given on January 2, 2021. The first incidence of clot
formation was reported in February 2021. At the
time, the global Covid-19 burden was colossal, with
almost 4 million cases being reported every week.
Hence, the WHO and the European Medicines
Agency highlighted how the benefits of the vaccine
far outweighed potential risks. Over the course of the
year, around 2.5 billion doses were administered,
with health authorities estimating that the vaccine
saved approximately 6.3 million lives. In April 2021,
the Delta variant wreaked havoc in India. Covishield
was one of the few aids healthcare workers
possessed to help them combat the health crisis.

One might reasonably ask, then, why the issue of TTS
is being highlighted only now. In cases of mass

Yet, recurring quality concerns have dented this
reputation, jeopardising a sector that significantly

Since untouchability is a social evil specific to Hindu

religion, the Muslim did not find mention in the list
of SCs. Even the British refused to include

underprivileged Christians in the list of SCs in 1936.
Additionally, the geo-spatial isolation and cultural
barriers suffered by the STs justified positive
discrimination in their favour in order to rehabilitate
them in the main stream national life; reservation for

them is mainly borne out of the cultural context,
irrespective of religion.The philosophy of
‘affirmative action’ finds its application in Articles
331 & 333, wherein it is provided that up to two
members from the Anglo-Indian community may be
nominated to the Lok Sabha to ensure their adequate
representation; this was to ensure that they did not
remain unrepresented in the legislative body.

Initially, constitutional scheme provided reservation

only for the SCs and STs; reservation for backward
classes came into focus after the Supreme Court
(SC) in State of Madras vs Smt Champakam
Dorairajan (1951) noticed that Article 16(4)
provides reservations in services to any backward
class of citizens not adequately represented,
whereas, no such enabling provision is available in
Article 15; this led to the First Constitutional
Amendment, whereby Article 15(4) was added to
provide reservation for socially and educationally
backward classes in educational institutions.
Subsequently, the Kaka Kalelkar Commission was
appointed in 1953 to investigate conditions of the
backward classes; the Second Backward Classes
Commission was appointed in 1979 under the
chairmanship of BP Mandal.The Mandal

Spice crisis

Contamination hits India’s global market
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contributes to the economy. In 2014, lead was found in the
food colouring used in spices like chili and curry powder.
The US FDA has rejected 14.5 per cent of MDH spice

Make data public to allay vaccine fears

Most Indians were given Covishield. AstraZeneca’s admission about side effects has made them fear for their health.

panic, invariably, social media and the press play a
role. Most of the Indian population has been
vaccinated with Covishield. As a consequence,
people have now begun fearing for
their health and safety. Recently,
during a car journey, my driver
said he had heard that the Covid
jab has serious side effects and that
he was apprehensive as he had
taken two doses of the vaccine. [
reassured him with the
information that I myself had
taken three! Indeed, there is
almost no reason to worry at this
stage. In this situation, it is of
paramount importance to lay
scientific data before the public to
help allay their fears and protect
them from misinformation spread
by anti-vaccine lobbyists. What
we should also realise is that clot
formation is far more common in
patients suffering from Covid than
in people who have received the
AZ vaccine.In the early days of the
pandemic, even developed
countries like the UK, Italy and the US faced the
prospect of their health systems crumbling because
of'the sudden surge in hospitalisations and mortality.
The horrors of the lockdown have left an indelible
mark on our collective memory. The gravity and
urgency of the situation forced governments,
companies and research institutes to develop
vaccines with groundbreaking speed and efficiency.
Vaccine development, which earlier took at least 10-
15 years, was accomplished in a matter of months.

Commission developed 11 indicators of social,
educational, and economic backwardness and
recommended 27 per cent job reservation for them;
in absence of credible data to determine
backwardness, caste became the easiest choice to tag
backwardness; the commission paved the way for
reservation in the OBC category even for the

Muslims and other non-Hindus, if they belonged to

‘untouchable’ Hindu castes before their

conversion to a non-Hindu religion, or if they

continued with their pre-conversion trade and
occupation after conversion. Several states
have given reservation to Muslims under the

OBC category since the Central Government

accepted the Mandal recommendations in

1990.The constitutional scheme of reservation

has come under the apex court’s scrutiny on a

number of occasions. In Indra Sawhney vs

Union of India (1992), the SC held that the

creamy layer of OBCs should be excluded

from the list of beneficiaries; there should be
no reservation in promotions and the total
reserved quota should not exceed 50 per cent.

However, Parliament passed the 77th
Constitutional Amendment to restore reservation in
promotions.In the Ashok Thakur case (2007), the SC
stated that the government must set reservation
thresholds to ensure that quality and merit do not
suffer and recommended review of backwardness
every 10 years. In Suraj Bhan Meena vs State of
Rajasthan (2011), the apex court observed that
without quantifiable data of backwardness and
under-representation, governmt rules for reservation
cannot be introduced.

Inclusion implies exclusion. The reservation policy
was established in the Constitution as a temporary
measure to ensure justice and inclusion in the
mainstream life of those who were left behind
because historical reasons; accordingly, periodic
review of the policy was inbuilt in the constitutional
scheme to exclude those who benefited from the
policy in order to make way for other deserving
ones; it has not happened so far due to vote-bank
politics.The reservation policy subscribes to the
philosophy of ‘affirmative action’ to guarantee
inclusive growth for all, especially the
underprivileged ones; there is a case to implement
the policy in the spirit of constitutionalism and not to
serve political interests.

shipments since 2021 due to bacterial
contamination. Last month, authorities in
Gujarat seized over 60,000 kg of adulterated
spices.onsidering the serious health risks, it
cannot be business as usual in the spice industry.
The Indian government has responded with
stricter quality controls, expanding inspections
across manufacturing units. However, these
steps must translate into tangible results and
mitigation of further damage, for food quality
affects everybody. People need reassurance that
the spices they consume are safe. Nobody can be
allowed to play with their health. Surprisingly,
the government has failed to send out a message
to consumers that the companies at fault are
being scrutinised. They are left wondering
whether they should consume spices.
Transparent operations and proactive
communication with international regulators are essential
to safeguard our spice legacy.

This is indubitably a remarkable achievement of Russia, and India soon followed with its own

science.
The mRNA vaccine from Pfizer BioNTech was

.

approved in the UK (in December 2020). Soon, other
countries approved a few other vaccines on the
mRNA platform for emergency use, and then
adenovirus vector-based Vaxzevria (of Oxford-AZ)
was also approved. The Pune-based Serum Institute
of India produced the Oxford-AZ vaccine and
named it Covishield. This was also approved in India
for emergency use and mentioned by the WHO in its
emergency use list. At almost the same time,
indigenous vaccines were produced in China and

indigenous vaccine, Covaxin, developed by Bharat

Biotech.The use of these vaccines in large
populations globally did show the
relative safety of these vaccines. In India
alone, nearly 170 crore doses of
Covishield were administered (90 per
cent of the vaccinated people received
it). These vaccines were the only tools
for combating the spread of the virus
because of the absence of effective
antiviral drugs. The large-scale use and
success of these vaccines globally is a
testament to their safety and efficacy.

The mRNA vaccines (from Pfizer
BioNTech and Moderna) were not used
in the country because of the cost and
technical issues, namely storage and
transportation. In September 2023, the
US FDA amended the emergency use of
the Pfizer BioNTech Covid vaccine to
include the 2023-24 formula as regular
approval. The initial concern of
specialised refrigeration for the transport
and storage of these vaccines has also
been overcome with new formulations.
Moreover, mRNA vaccines are also easier to update
when new variants emerge.

The withdrawal of the AZ vaccine is not linked to its
TTS complications, which are extremely rare. The
company, which is facing a lawsuit in the UK, has
apparently withdrawn it as the Covid pandemic has
subsided and because updated, better mRNA
vaccines are available. The Covid vaccine story
deserves its due credit for handling a serious health
crisis.
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Stock Market Updates: Sensex
Rises 100 Points, Nifty Above
22,500; JK Tyre Soars 9%

NEW DELHI. Equity markets were flat-to-positive on
Wednesday with the S&P BSE Sensex quoting 83
points, or 0.11 per cent, higher at 74,037 levels. The
Nifty50, on the other hand, traded at 22,556, up 27
points or 0.12 per cent.

Ultratech Cement, Coal India, SBI, LTIMindtree, DR
Reddy’s Labs, ONGC, HUL, and NTPC were the top
gainers on the Nifty50 index, gaining up to 1.6 per cent.

On the downside, Sun Pharma, JSW Steel, Hero Moto,
Maruti Suzuki, IndusInd Bank, and Power Grid were
capping the upside.In the broader markets, the BSE
MidCap, and SmallCap indices traded 0.36 per cent and
0.58 per cent higher, respectively.Among sectors, the
Nifty Realty led from the front, rising over 1 per cent.
The Nifty PS Bank, on the contrary, fell the most (down
0.3 per cent).One inference that can be drawn from
institutional activity this month is that there is no
excessive concern regarding the much talked about
election results jitters. Net institutional selling is almost
nil since the FII selling of Rs 37500 crores has been
neutralised by DII buying of Rs 37369 crores so far this
month. Also, it is important to understand that FII
selling has been triggered by the outperformance of
Chinese stocks which nudged FIIs to sell in expensive
India and buy in cheap Hong Kong. Therefore,
institutional activity does not reflect any election-
related jitters. The decline in India VIX by 9% in recent
days also indicates a return of stability in the market.

Spicelet to seek refund of Rs
450 crore from promoter
Kalanithi Maran

New Delhi, Low-cost carrier SpiceJet announced on
Wednesday that it will seek a Rs 450 crore refund from
its former promoter, Kalanithi Maran, and KAL
Airways, following a favourable ruling by a division
bench of the Delhi High Court.The airline had
previously paid Rs 730 crore to Maran and his firm,
consisting of a principal amount of Rs 580 crore and an
interest component of Rs 150 crore."With the setting
aside of the impugned order, Spicelet is set to receive a
refund of Rs 450 crore," said Spicelet in a stock
exchange filing. The appeal by Spicelet and its
chairman, Ajay Singh, addressed several critical issues
concerning the award of the refund and the
justification of interest in the case.The Delhi High
Court's Division Bench, consisting of Justices
Yashwant Varma and Ravinder Dudeja, allowed the
appeals filed by Spicelet on May 17, challenging a
single judge's order from July 31,2023.

The case has now been remanded back to the relevant
court for reconsideration of the petitions challenging
the arbitral award.

Reliance shares up nearly
2% in early trade. Here’s why

New Delhl Shares of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL)
gained nearly 2% in early trade on Wednesday. At
11:14 am, RIL shares were up 1.64% at Rs 2,918.40 on
the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

The development comes a day after Reliance Industries
signed a technology licensing agreement with Nel
Hydrogen Electrolyser AS for manufacturing
electrolysers for captive purposes globally.

It may be noted that the agreement provides RIL with an
exclusive license for Nel’s alkaline electrolysers in
India and also allows RIL to manufacture Nel’s
alkaline electrolysers for captive purposes
globally. Through the agreement, Reliance gets access
to Nel’s leading, proven technology platform for
manufacturing electrolysers. This partnership of Nel’s
robust technology platform with RIL’s execution
prowess — will further add to the success story for both
partners,” RIL said in an exchange filing.

“Both partners will also collaborate on future
performance improvements and cost optimization
through research and development (R&D), value
engineering, standardization and modularization to
improve the competitiveness of the alkaline
technology platform,” it added.Shares of Reliance
gained today due to higher buying activity, aided by
positive recommendations from analysts. Dharmesh
Shah, Vice President, ICICI Securities suggested
buying Reliance in the range of Rs 2,820 and Rs 2,875,
with a target of Rs 3,270 and a stop loss of Rs 2,730.

ONGC net profit rises 19
times in fourth quarter;
record income for full Fy24

NEW DELHI. Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC), country’s largest oil and gas producer,
reported a significant jump in net profit for the fourth
quarter (Jan-Mar 2024) due to a one-time exceptional
provision in the previous year.

However, its revenue from operations for the quarter
saw a slight decline. ONGC’s standalone net profit for
Q4FY24 surged to Rs 9,869 crore from Rs 528 crore
in the same period last year. This jump is primarily
due to a one-time exceptional provision of Rs 9,235
crore made in Q4 for disputed taxes.
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rude oil production rose 4.3% in the quarter, and the
realised price per barrel also rose to $80.81 compared
to $77.12 in the same quarter last year. However, gas
production fell 2.4%, and the gas price realisation was
lower at $6.50 per million British thermal units
compared to $8.57 in the previous year.
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Paytm Q4 Results: Net Loss Widens To Rs

550 Crores, Sales Drog

One 97 Communications
Ltd (Paytm) on May 22 reported net loss
of Rs 550 crore in Q4FY24, a 3.2X jump,
as its margins took a hit post RBI’s
crippling ban on its associate company,
Paytm Payments Bank (PPBL) on
January 31.Revenue from operations fell
3 per cent year-on-year to Rs 2,267.10
crore against Rs 2,334.50 crore in the
same quarter last year. Paytm said its
March quarter results were impacted by
temporary disruption on account of UPI
transition and permanent disruption
because of PPBL embargo. Paytm has
impaired the carrying value of company’s
investment in PPBL.The fintech major
said its contribution margin stood 57 per
cent including UPI incentives, and 51 per
cent excluding UPI incentives. Its Ebitda
before ESOP was Rs 103 crore, including
UPI incentives and minus Rs 185 crore
excluding UPI incentives. Following the
fintech major’s results, Paytm shares
were trading 0.78 per cent lower at Rs 349
on BSE.PPBL products like the Paytm
wallet and FASTag were distributed by
Paytm. But due to the current embargo on
these products, Paytm anticipates the

Market Rumours: Sebi Issues
Framework To Manage Stock Impact

New Delhi,

Sebi has introduced a
framework to determine share prices
for transactions when listed companies
confirm market rumours within a
specific timeframe. This aims to
address situations where rumours cause
significant price fluctuations.Amid
instances of market rumours resulting
in steep movement of share prices, the
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has already issued detailed
guidelines for verifying the rumours
applicable to the top 100 listed
companies from June 1.

Against this backdrop, Sebi has issued the

framework for considering “unaffected

steady state annualised direct impact on
Ebitda to be Rs 500 crore, as previously
disclosed.“Most of this impact will be in
Q1 as these products were operational
during most part of Q4 FY 2024. 2.
Temporary disruptions in operating
metrics (MTU, merchant base, payment
GMV) during February and March. This
is expected to have an incremental Ebitda
impact of Rs 100-150 crore in Q1 FY
2025 and should start recovering from Q2
as we are seeing stabilization or growth in
consumer and merchant base metrics
from April/May,” Paytm said.

Paytm said it is confident of achieving
erstwhile growth trends in the merchant

discussions with NPCI for confirmation
of signing up new UPI consumers for its
TPAP App.“During the quarter, we have
taken various prudent measures in line
with regulatory guidance and circulars, in
the credit and payment business. Due to
this and temporary disruption in our
operating metrics, we have taken a
conservative view, and paused certain
payments and loan distribution
businesses. With emerging regulatory

Requirements (LODR) Regulations,
Sebi said that unaffected prices shall be
considered for transactions on which
pricing norms specified by it or stock
exchanges are applicable.This
requirement is also subject to the
rumour pertaining to such a transaction
being confirmed by the company
within 24 hours from the trigger of
material price movement, according to
acircular. “It has been specified that the
unaffected price shall be considered by
excluding the effect on the price of the
equity shares of the listed entity due to
the material price movement and
confirmation of the rumour,” Sebi said.

price for transactions upon The requirement to verify market

confirmation of market rumour”.
Generally, unaffected price refers to the
share price of a company in case there is
no market rumour.ince sharp price
movements could impact the overall
value of a transaction, the regulator has
proposed considering a scrip’s
unaffected price. Under the Listing
Obligations and Disclosure

Costly breakup: Here’s how much Zee
spent on failed merger with Sony

New Delhl Zee Entertainment had to
shell out Rs 432 crore in merger-
related costs during FY24 and FY23
due to its failed merger deal with Sony
Group Corporation's India media unit,
Culver Max Entertainment, in its
recent regulatory filings.According to
the filings, Zee's merger-related costs
stood at Rs 256 crore in 2023-24 and
Rs 176 crore in the previous year.

The merger agreement between Zee
Entertainment and Culver Max
Entertainment was called off by the
latter on January 22 due to
disagreements over the leadership of
the proposed merged entity and
unfulfilled closing conditions.The
merger deal was signed in December
2021 but could not be completed
despite having secured approval from
major stakeholders including stock
exchanges, the Competition
Commission of India, and the National
Company Law Tribunal..To meet the
conditions set for the merger and
streamline its portfolio, Zee

As a result, the impact on Zee

Additionally, Zee Entertainment

rumours will be applicable to the top
250 listed entities from December 1.
Besides, the Industry Standards Forum
(ISF) has formulated industry standards
on a pilot basis for effective
implementation of market rumour
verification under the LODR rules. The
ISF — comprising representatives from
industry associations ASSOCHAM,

Entertainment had to incur impairment
charges of Rs 331 crore in 2022-23,
primarily due to the closure of certain
businesses such as Margo Networks.

Entertainment's consolidated results
for 2022-23 stood at Rs 98 crore,
reflecting the losses incurred by these
closed entities, which were accounted
for in previous financial results.

estimated a liability of Rs 32 crore in
2023-24 to cover closure costs for the
affected businesses.As part of its cost-

FICCI, and CII — along with stock
exchanges in consultation with Sebi has
formulated the standards.The industry
associations and the stock exchanges
will publish the industry standards
notes on their websites. For considering
the unaffected price, Sebi has issued
guidelines for the calculation of
adjusted Volume Weighted Average
Price (VWAP).Vi's CEO Akshaya
Moondra has previously said that the
company's focus is on upgrading its 2G
subscribers (comprising nearly 42% of
its total base), which is impacting
ARPU growth.*

The variation in daily WAP from the day
of material price movement till the end
of the next trading day after
confirmation of the rumour shall be
attributed to the rumour and
confirmation of the rumour,” it said in
the circular. The adjusted daily WAP
will be calculated by excluding the
WAP variation from the daily WAP in
the look-back period from the day of the
material price movement onwards.

:
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clarity and the recalibration of these
products, we have started or will be
starting these products soon,” Paytm said.
and consumer base and said it is in “These changes are expected to have an

incremental Ebitda impact of Rs 75- Rs
100 crore, in Q1 FY 2025 and should start
recovering in subsequent quarters. In Q4
FY 2024, we had lower marketing
spends, as we paused most of the user
growth spends in the month of February
and March. We expect to reinvest in these
areas in the coming financial year. While
we experienced financial impact in Q4
due to the above disruptions, the full
financial impact will be seen in Q1 FY

es Fall

2025, Paytm said.Besides, Paytm
expects QIFY2025 revenue of Rs 1,500-
Rs 1,600 crore and Ebitda before ESOP
of minus Rs 500-600 crore. Paytm said it
confident of seeing meaningful
improvement starting from Q2 FY2025,
based on restarting certain paused
products and achieving steady growth in
operating metrics. We are optimizing our
cost structure, leveraging Al
capabilities, and focusing on our core
business will enable us to achieve
significant cost efficiencies. This
includes creating a leaner organization
structure and pruning non-core
businesses. All recent changes are
aligned with pre-approved succession
plans discussed with the Board in
previous financial years. We will
continue to reward our high-performing
talent by promoting them into leadership
roles and welcome new senior executives
who will contribute to the next wave of
growth,” Paytm said.Paytm said its
employee costs have increased in recent
years due to investments primarily in
technology, merchant sales, and financial
services.

Explained: How smaller IT firms are
stealing spotlight from TCS, Infosys

New Delhi,

Mid-tier IT companies have been

stealing the spotlight from the big players, like
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) and Infosys,
increasing their market share in the $254 billion
sector.This change comes as clients are forced to
cut down on expenses due to inflation and
economic uncertainties, according to analysts.

While giants like TCS and Infosys go after big,
long-term projects, these mid-tier companies
prefer shorter deals that help clients save money.
This strategy has worked well, especially as
demand slows in key markets like North America
and Europe.LTIMindtree, Coforge, Mphasis and
Persistent Systems are "increasingly viewed as
challengers in (winning) Fortune 500 accounts,
aiding the share gain process," Kotak

Institutional Equities told Reuters.Analysts at

Kotak believe these smaller companies could do
even better once clients start spending more
freely again.This trend puts mid-tier IT firms in a

good position to attract budget-conscious clients,

especially with the expectation that US interest
rates will stay high for a while. Last year, overall
revenue growth in the industry dropped to 3.8%,

according to Nasscom."In the current situation,

impact, as it believes both cases lack
merit.Culver Max Entertainment has
taken its case to the Singapore
International Arbitration Centre,
seeking $90 million in termination fees
from Zee Entertainment, alleging
breaches of the merger agreement.

Star India has approached the London
Court of International Arbitration,
requesting Zee Entertainment to either
honour the International Cricket
Council (ICC) TV rights agreement or
compensate for damages incurred due
to the company's alleged failures.

cutting measures, Zee

: ¢ clients want service providers who can deliver
Entertainment reduced its

quality services at a lower cost and with
workforce by 15%, resultinginan  predictable outcomes," Avinash Baliga, partner
employee termination cost of Rs  atconsulting firm Avasant told Reuters.

22 crore due to recent Leaders of mid-tier firms like Persistent Systems
restructuring  efforts.Regarding  and Mphasis have confirmed their gains in

the arbitration cases initiated by  market share. However, larger IT firms in India
Culver Max Entertainment and  didn't respond to requests for comments from
Star India against Zee Reuters."We're holding our own against the big
Entertainment, the company  guys because clients are more interested in our
expressed confidence that these  skills than our size," Manish Dugar, CFO of
cases would not have any adverse ~ Mphasis told Reuters.ccording to BNP Paribas
data shared with Reuters, the market share of
India's top five IT firms dropped by 17 basis
points in 2023 due to the rise of mid-tier
companies. Yet, these top five still own a
significant chunk, about 88.35%, of the market
among the top 10 firms.On the stock market
front, shares of Mphasis and Persistent Systems
have seen solid gains in the past year—23.7%
and 42.5% respectively—compared to a 16%
rise in the broader Nifty IT Index.In April,
Infosys predicted its revenue gowth for fiscal
2025 to be between 1% and 3% in constant
currency terms, which was lower than what
most analysts had anticipated.

Multibagger Stock: Suzlon Hits 5% Upper Circuit
After Company Secures Fresh Order Wins

New Delhi . Shares of Suzlon Energy Ltd
touched their 5 per cent upper price band
of Rs 46.23 in Wednesday’s trade after
the renewable energy solutions provider
— Suzlon Group — secured new orders.
The company today announced new
order wins for the development of 402
MW wind energy projects for Juniper
Green Energy.As part of this order, the
company will install 134 wind turbine
generators (WTGs) with a rated capacity
of 3 MW each. The project is located at

Fatehgarh in Rajasthan, and projects of

this size can provide electricity to nearly
3.31 lakh households. It will also curb
nearly 13.07 lakh tonnes of CO2
emissions per year.

These are repeat orders from the customer
for the company’s larger rated 3 MW,
S144-140m turbines from the 3 MW
product series. As part of the agreement,
Suzlon will supply the wind turbines and
execute the project including foundation,
erection, and commissioning. Suzlon
will also undertake comprehensive
operations and maintenance services
post-commissioning.Juniper Green
Energy has been a long-term, repeat

customer for us, and we are delighted to
partner with them again. This order helps
us expand our footprint in Rajasthan,”
said Girish Tanti, Vice Chairman of
Suzlon Group.The stock saw heavy
trading volume today as 38.57 lakh
shares were last seen changing hands.
The figure was higher than the two-week
average volume of 21.07 lakh shares.
Turnover on the counter came at Rs 17.48

k. surged 20%, while it has rallied nearly
: 400% over the past one year.Technically,
Suzlon Energy’s day RSI (14) is at 64.
The RSI below 30 is considered
oversold, and above 70 is overbought,
Trendlyne data showed. MACD is at 0.1,
which is above its center and signal line,
this is a bullish indicator. The stock stood
higher than the 5-day, 10-day, 20-day,
30-day, 50-day, 100-day, 150-day and
200-day moving averages.“Suzlon is
coming out of a long consolidation with
strong volume. The overall structure is
bullish as it trades above its all-important
moving averages. On the upside, Rs 48 is
an immediate resistance where it may see
some pause, but above this, it is likely to
head towards Rs 50 level. On the

capitalisation (m-cap) of Rs 62,890.65
crore. There were 8,46,123 lakh buy
orders today against sell orders of nil
shares.Bourses BSE and NSE have put
the securities of Suzlon under the long-
term ASM (Additional Surveillance
Measure) framework. Exchanges put
stocks in short-term or long-term ASM
frameworks to caution investors about
high volatility in share prices.

crore, commanding a market On a year-to-date basis, the stock has

downside, Rs 40 is a major support for
any correction. Rs 36-38 is the next
critical demand zone,” said Pravesh
Gour, Senior Technical Analyst at
Swastika Investmart.The company’s
stock has a negative price-to-equity (P/E)
ratio of 1541 against a price-to-book
(P/B) value of 18.06. Earnings per share
(EPS) stood at (-)0.03 with a return on
equity of (-)1.16.
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Mihir Bhoj row haunts BJP in Haryana’s

Kaithal,

»In Haryana’s Kaithal,

Kshatriyas are miffed

claiming that he was the ancestor of
Guyjjars.
opposition from the Kshatriya
community. The police had to resort to

This action sparked intense

lathicharge on protesting Kshatriya

with the BJP after last

members and divert routes to prevent

demonstrators from reaching Kaithal.

vear’s controversy
surround a statue of
Mihir Bhoj.

Sensing the gravity of the situation, the
state government had then formed a
committee to resolve the issue, and the
court ordered the nameplate of the statue,
which had "Gujjar" inscribed, to be
covered. The matter remains sub judice.

However, the perceived bias of local BJP

New Delhi: The Mihir Bhoj statue
controversy of 2023 continues to trouble the
BJP in Haryana's Kaithal. In response, the
party's national leadership has dispatched
Union Minister Rajnath Singh to the
Kshatriya-dominated Kalayat area to
address the unrest.In July last year, local BJP
leader Leela Ram Gujjar and other party
leaders inaugurated a statue of the ninth-
century North Indian king Mihir Bhoj,

Man behind graffiti in Delhi
Metro targeting Arvind
Kejriwal arrested: Cops

New Delhi:Delhi Police have arrested a 32-year-old man
for writing messages threatening Delhi Chief Minister
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) supremo Arvind Kejriwal
at the Patel Nagar and Rajiv Chowk metro stations in
the national capital. The accused has been identified as
Ankit Goyal, a resident of Bareilly, and the Metro Unit
of Delhi Police has registered an FIR, the police said,
adding that an investigation into the matter is currently

o

:
D

underway.

Sources told India Today TV that Goyal is highly
educated and works at a renowned bank. He is not
associated with any political party.The accused had
come to Greater Noida from Bareilly to buy a house and
was staying at a five-star hotel. Without providing
evidence, police sources also suggested that Goyal's
mental condition was not good.After the graffiti
surfaced, AAP accused the BJP of being behind the
incident, and claimed the saffron party was rattled by
the fact that it's going to be defeated in all seven
constituencies in Delhi in the ongoing Lok Sabha
elections.

No Bail For Boy Who Shot
Obscene Clips Of Classmate.
She Died By Suicide

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has refused bail relief to
an Uttarakhand boy, who allegedly shot obscene videos
of his 14-year-old classmate and circulated. The girl
went missing from her home in October last year and
was later found dead. She is suspected to have died by
suicide.

The girl's father said in his complaint that she died by
suicide out of shame. The boy has been charged with
IPC sections relating to abetment of suicide of a child
and act intended to outrage modesty of a woman.
Relevant sections under the stringent Protection Of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act have also
been invoked.Earlier, the juvenile justice board and the
High Court of Uttarakhand refused bail to the teenaged
accused, after which his mother approached the
Supreme Court. The matter came up yesterday before a
vacation bench of Justice Bela M Trivedi and Justice
Pankaj Mithal.

After carefully perusing the material placed on record, we
are not inclined to interfere with the impugned order
passed by the high court at this stage," the bench
said.Denying bail to the teenager, the high court had
said, "Bail may be denied if there are reasonable
grounds for believing that his release is likely to bring
the 'child in conflict with law' into the association of any
known criminal, expose him to moral, physical, or
psychological danger, or if his release would defeat the
ends of justice.""Having considered the social
investigation report, the medical examination report,
the report from the school, this court is of the view that
the best interest of the child would be served if he is not
granted bail. If he is released on bail, it would definitely
defeat the ends of justice," the high court order states.

The Supreme Court's denial of bail in this case comes
amid the nationwide outrage on the relief granted to a
17-year-old accused of speeding a Porsche in Pune,
leading to an accident that left two 24-year-old
engineers dead. The teenager, who police say driving in
a drunken condition, was granted bail within 15 hours of
his detention. A local court let him out on some
conditions which many have described as flimsy -- he
was asked to write a 300-word essay on accidents, told
to work with traffic police for 15 days and asked to
undergo counselling for his drinking habit. Pune Police
have now approached the juvenile justice board for
permission to try him as an adult.

leaders led to significant dissent among the
Kshatriya community, culminating in
several mahapanchayats against the party.
With Haryana voting in the sixth phase of polls
on May 25, the BJP decided to send Rajnath
Singh to the Kshatriya-dominated areas.
Singh is scheduled to hold a rally on
Wednesday at three locations in the Kalayat
area.Historians claim that Mihir Bhoj
belonged to the Pratihara Rajput dynasty,

and the term "Gurjar" refers to the region he
ruled, encompassing present-day southern
Rajasthan and northern Gujarat.

Devpal Singh, former head of the Kshatriya
Sangharsh Samiti in Kaithal, which led
protests against the BJP after Mihir Bhoj
oW,
community is protesting against the BJP's
anti-Kshatriya politics.
resignation of 40 Kshatriya politicians, no

stated, "In Kaithal, the Kshatriya

Despite the

Severe heatwave, red alert in Delhi, other
parts of North India for next 5 days

New Delhi: Severe heatwave conditions
are likely to prevail over parts of
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana-
Chandigarh-Delhi, and West Uttar
Pradesh, over the next five days, the
India Meteorological Department has
said. Issuing a 'red alert' for the said
states, the weather department also
said the maximum daytime
temperatures in several districts of
these states may breach the 47 degrees
Celsius mark."Temperatures are
currently above normal across North
West India, and we had issued a 'red
alert' for the region over the past two to
three days," senior IMD scientist
Naresh Kumar told news agency ANI.

"With regard to a state-wise forecast, we
have issued a 'red alert' in Rajasthan
for the next five days. The maximum
temperature is likely to inch further up
from 45 degrees Celsius and settle at
47 degrees Celsius," he said.

"In Punjab and Haryana, maximum
temperatures have registered a

marginal drop due to a prevailing
western disturbance but they will
increase gradually hereafter by two to
three degrees, for which we have
already issued a 'red alert' In
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh, we have
issued a 'red alert' for the next five
days and an 'orange alert' for northern
parts of Madhya Pradesh," Kumar
said.

NO RESPITE FROM
SWELTERING HEAT IN PARTS
OFINDIA

A blistering heat wave swept through
large parts of India for the fifth
consecutive day on Tuesday, affecting
health and livelihoods.According to
the weather office, extreme heat will
continue in the lower hills of
Himachal Pradesh, safe havens for
people escaping the punishing heat in
the plains, during the period.On
Tuesday, temperatures remained
above 45 degrees Celsius in swathes
of Rajasthan, Haryana, Delhi,

Chandigarh, and Uttar Pradesh,
affecting daily life as many chose to
remain indoors in the afternoon.Parts
of Gujarat reeled from the deadly
combination of high heat and
humidity.The mercury soared to a
blistering 47.8 degrees Celsius in
Haryana's Sirsa, making it the
warmest place in the countr on
Tuesday.In Delhi, temperatures
dropped a few degrees compared to
the previous days but remained three
to five notches above normal for this
time of the year.Officials said the
national capital's peak power demand
reached an all-time high of 7,717 MW
on Tuesday afternoon, as households
and offices increased the use of air
conditioners.

HEAVY RAIN
STATES

While parts of northern India continue to
reel under an unrelenting summer sun,
a measure of respite is likely down
South.

IN SOUTHERN

Pune Builder Gave 2.5 Crore Porsche To
Teen Son, Left 1,758 Unpaid

New Delhi/Mumbai: The Porsche
involved in the car crash in Pune on
Saturday, in which two techies were
killed, had been out on Pune roads
without a number plate for
months.

The registration of the
luxury sports Porsche -
Taycan, worth ? 2.5 crore,
was pending as the owner
had not paid a ? 1,758 fee, |~
officials have |
said.Maharashtra
Transport Commissioner
Vivek Bhimanwar told
news agency PTI that the
electric Porsche car was |
imported in March by a 9
dealer in Bengaluru and h J
from there it was sent to
Maharashtra after a
temporary registration.

fee was not paid and the owner was
asked to pay the amount for completion
of the procedure. However, the vehicle
was not brought to the Regional

Transport Office (RTO) for the
registration process after that," he said.

"It was found that a certain registration Officials said it was the responsibility of

Sambit Patra ‘should eat properly’, BJD
leader's dig at fast as penance move

BJD leader VK Pandian said
that Sambit Patra "should
eat properly and take care"
as he took a dig at the BJP
leader's announcement to
fast for three days as
penance over his recent
controversial remark that
"Lord Jagannath is PM
Modi's bhakt".

New Delhi: Biju Janata Dal (BJD) leader
VK Pandian said that Sambit Patra
"should eat properly and take care" as he
took a dig at the BJP leader's
announcement to fast for three days as
penance over his recent controversial
remark that "Lord Jagannath is PM Modi's
bhakt".When asked to comment on Patra's
decision, Pandian, a close aide of Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, told ANI
News agency that "he should take care,

Pandian added.

there's too much heat and dust"."Three
days before his election, he should not
faint. He should take care of himself. He is
a doctor, he should know what to do,"

On being asked if the BJD would further
escalate the matter or was the issue over,

the owner to get it registered.Road tax
is exempted for electric vehicles in
Maharashtra, so the registration of this
vehicle was on ? 1,758 - ? 1,500
hypothecation fees, ? 200
smart card RC fees and ? 58
postal charges.The teen
driving the car is the son of a
prominent Pune realtor, who
has been arrested. The teen
had been released on bail
within 15 hours of his arrest,
with a 300-word essay
ordered as punishment,
which triggered massive
anger.The owners of two
bars where the minor was
served alcohol before he ran
over two persons have also
been arrested.The accident
took place in the early hours
of Sunday morning in Pune's Kalyani
Nagar area.

the symbol of Odisha's identity."

- ) ‘l.
ﬂ

BJPleader has addressed our concerns. They
treat our community as if we are their
'ghulam’ (servants), but I assure everyone
that the Kshatriya community will show
black flags if Rajnath Singh enters Kaithal.”
“When representatives of the Kshatriya
community met Rajnath Singh during the
Kaithal protests, he refused to help us. Why
is he coming now?" Singh asked.He
continued, "The BJP government ordered a

he said, "Lord Jagannath can never be
escalated. And Lord Jagannath should "Sir, let’s not make an issue out of a
always be above everything else.""(The)
BIJD never believes in doing politics over
religion, especially Lord Jagannath who is

A video clip of Patra, the BJP's candidate

Rajnath Singh sent to pacify anger

lathicharge on us and our children, and
every day, representatives of Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Saini threaten us for
opposing the BJP's anti-Kshatriya policies.
Do they think we will forget this? We will
oppose their politics until they mend their
ways.

"Prashant Singh Madhad, state media
coordinator of the Kshatriya Moolniwasi
Mahasangh (KMM), added, "We will never
accept the distortion of Kshatriya history
and our ancestors. Rajnath Singh did not
come forward when we were protesting
against the erection of the Samrat Mihir
Bhoj statue in Kaithal, labelled as a Gujjar.
Why is he coming to Kaithal now? We have
decided to protest against the BIJP
candidate."

The Kaithal district is part of the Kurukshetra
parliamentary constituency. In the
upcoming election, BJP's Naveen Jindal,
INDIA bloc's Sushil Gupta, and Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) leader Abhay
Chautala are fighting for the Lok Sabha seat.

No carcinogen in MDH,
Everest spices, says food
requlator after tests

New Delhi:Food regulator FSSAT has not found any

trace of ethylene oxide in samples of spices of two
major brands MDH and Everest that were tested in
28 accredited laboratories, sources said. According
to them, reports from six other laboratories are still
pending.Last month, the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) started
taking samples of spices in powder form of all
brands, including MDH and Everest, from across
the country in view of quality concerns flagged by
Hong Kong and Singapore.The Hong Kong's
Center for Food Safety (CFS) had asked
consumers not to buy certain spice mix products of
MDH and Everest, citing the presence of ethylene
oxide beyond the permissible limit

These products are MDH's Madras Curry Powder,

Everest Fish Curry Masala, MDH Sambhar
Masala Mixed Masala Powder, and MDH Curry
Powder Mixed Masala Powder.According to
sources, a pan India drive was initiated on April 22
through all the commissioners of food safety of
states and Union Territories and regional directors
of FSSAL

It included extensive inspections of the spice

manufacturing units and also sampling and testing
of products manufactured for sale and distribution
for consumption in the domestic market.Sources
said the samples of Everest spices were picked up
from their two manufacturing facilities. As many
as 25 samples from MDH have been lifted by
FSSAI from their 11 manufacturing facilities, they
said.Each of the products sampled was analysed
for compliance with various quality and safety
parameters including pesticide residues. These
samples were also analysed for Ethylene Oxide
(ETO) at NABL-accredited laboratories notified
by FSSALThe laboratory reports received so far
were examined by the scientific panel at FSSAI
and observed that the samples showed no traces of
ethylene oxide, sources said.

Similarly, test reports of over 300 samples of spices

of other brands were also examined by the
scientific panel and those also conclusively
indicated no presence of ethylene oxide, they
added.he scientific panel comprises eminent
scientists from the Spice Board, CSMCRI
(Gujarat), Indian Spice Research Institute
(Kerala), NIFTEM (Haryana), BARC (Mumbai),
CMPAP (Lucknow), DRDO (Assam), ICAR,
National Research Centre on Grapes, (Pune).The
Spice Board has also issued guidelines to the spice
exporters for using ETO as a fumigant for
sterilising spices to deal with microbial
contamination as per the standards of importing
countries, sources said.

from the Puri Lok Sabha seat, speaking to
a private Odia channel went viral, in
which he could be heard making the
controversial remark, which led to
widespread criticism.BJD supremo and
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
said Patra's remarks "hurt the sentiments
and demeaned the faith of crores of
Jagannath bhaktas and Odias across the
world".Replying to Naveen Patnaik's
post, Sambit Patra wrote, "Naveen Ji
Namaskar! I gave number of bytes today
to multiple media channels after the
massive success of Shri Narendra
Modiji’s Road Show in Puri today.
Everywhere I mentioned that Modi ji is an
ardent “Bhakt” of Shri Jagannath
Mahaprabhu. By mistake during one of
the bytes I pronounced just the opposite. I
know you too know and understand this."

nonexistent issue. We all have 'slip of
tongue' sometimes. Thanks and Pranam."
In another video posted on social media, he
announced his decision to "fast for the
next three days to atone for this mistake".
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New York-Dublin live video portal

reopens with 'bad behaviour' fix

Dublin. A live video portal linking New York with Dublin
has reopened after being fitted with sensors that

organisers hope will block out inappropriate behaviour

by passers-by, including exposing body parts, that led to
its shutdown a week ago.The Portal sculpture opened
earlier this month linking a street in New York's Flatiron
district to central Dublin. A large circular screen at each
location displays a live video feed from the other. Within
days of its opening, some late-night revellers in Dublin
took to exposing body parts and holding up
pornographic images to the camera.At least one New
York woman exposed her breasts.

There is only a handful of people that have misbehaved," a

programme manager for Dublin City Council Culture
Company, Nollaig Fahy told RTE radio. "Unfortunately,
that's going to happen in the public realm."In a bid to
block "bad behaviour", a system of sensors has been
added to blur the portal at both ends if people get too

close to the camera, Fahy said.The portal, whose feed

was restored on Monday, will operate with limited hours
and with physical barriers at both locations to stop

people from getting too close, Dublin City Council said

1n a statement.

What's in a nameA Trump embraces
ex-president's approach in helping
lead Republican Party

WASHINGTON. The direction of the Republican
National Committee is clear from th last name of its
new second-in-command: Trump.“My No. 1 goal is
making sure that Donald Trump is the 47th president,”
said RNC co-chair Lara Trump in an interview with The
Associated Press.It’s one more step in solidifying
Trump's hold over the Republican Party. The daughter-
in-law of the former president has wasted no time in
rebranding the typically staid committee in Trump’s
image, embracing her own version of his pugilistic
politics and brash management style in ways that affirm
his sway over the Republican establishment.The RNC
has fired dozens of longtime staffers and sought
alliances with election deniers, conspiracy theorists and
alt-right advocates the party had previously kept at
arm’s length. Lara Trump, who is married to Trump's
third child, Eric, has been an outspoken defender of the
former president and has not hesitated to blast his foes,
promising four years of “scorched earth” political
retribution if he wins the election. And she's led a steep
increase in fundraising, a particularly acute need for
Trump's election bid because his political fundraising
operations have spent tens of millions of dollars in legal
fees to defend him in criminal and civil cases.

Trump supporters say Lara Trump is breathing new life
into the party, and say her charisma and dogged work
ethic make her an ideal choice to serve as its champion.

But her installation has raised concerns among some
Republicans who say the RNC is being run in ways that
could harm its mandate to help all its candidates up and
down the ballot. By prioritizing the presidential
campaign, they said, the RNC might not be able to
dedicate the necessary resources to assist other office
seekers.It kind of suggests an expectation of complete,
unabashed and, perhaps, a blind loyalty to the
candidate,” said Marc Racicot, a former RNC chair
who served as Montana's governor for eight years.

Conceding that she is confronting a “big, big learning
curve,” Lara Trump told the AP she has the background
to succeed, having worked on both of Trump's previous
presidential campaigns.You’d be hard pressed to find
someone who has had as much political experience as |
have in any campaign right now, and that’s kind of
unique to be able to say," she said.Australia has
provided extra budget support of A$7 million ($4.66
million), and is in further talks, the statement added,
while welcoming opportunities to send more citizens to
work in Australia under a labor migration
programme."l am ready to discuss the possibility of
much, much larger bilateral co-operation partnerships
to fast-track transformational undertakings," Manele
said.Such steps would hasten Solomon Islands' efforts
to achieve economic, social and security goals, he
added.

Deforestation exacerbated deadly

Brazil floods: Experts

PORTO ALEGRE. The floods devastating southern
Brazil have been exacerbated by deforestation, much
of it driven by soybean farming, according to experts,
who urge the country to restore its forests and their vast
water-retaining root systems.The key agricultural state
of Rio Grande do Sul has been hit by an unprecedented
climate disaster for the past three weeks, with cities and
rural areas alike inundated by torrential rains that have
left more than 150 people dead and some 100
missing.It is the region's fourth extreme weather event
in less than a year, a phenomenon scientists say is
driven by climate change -- and also deforestation.

"There's a global component to climate change, and also
a regional one, which is the loss of native vegetation.
That increased the intensity of the floods," says
biologist Eduardo Velez of MapBiomas, an
organization that uses satellite images to track
deforestation.According to the group, Rio Grande do
Sul lost 22 percent of its native vegetation, or 3.6
million hectares (8.9 million acres), from 1985 to 2022.

Those wildlands have largely been replaced by fields of

rice, eucalyptus and especially soybeans, of which

Brazil is the world's biggest producer and exporter.

Vicious cycle -Native forests help ensure water
permeates the soil, preventing it from accumulating on
the surface, says Jaqueline Sordi, a biologist and
journalist based in the region who specializes in
climate issues.Vegetation also holds soil in place,
helping to prevent erosion and landslides.The deep
brown color of the water that has flooded the state
capital, Porto Alegre, along with 90 percent of Rio
Grande do Sul's towns, "shows just how many tons and
tons of soil were washed away" in the rains, Velez told
AFP.In avicious cycle, that mud has now accumulated
in the beds of rivers, making them shallower -- and
therefore more likely to flood next time."Beyond
relocating people (from high-risk areas) and rebuilding
infrastructure, it's extremely important to have policies
onrestoring native vegetation," said Velez.

Rio Grande do Sul "urgently" needs to restore more than
a million hectares of forests in order for them to
adequately perform their proper environmental role,
according to a 2023 study by the sustainable
development group Instituto Escolhas.

"Beyond relocating people (from high-risk areas) and
rebuilding infrastructure, it's extremely important to
have policies on restoring native vegetation," said
Velez.
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Mafthew Perry death: Cops to probe how

'Frien

Los Angeles Authorities have opened an

investigation into how 'Friends' actor
Matthew Perry received the supply of
ketamine that killed him in October 2023,
police said Tuesday.Los Angeles police
are working with the US Drug
Enforcement Administration and the US
Postal Inspection Service on a probe into
why the 54-year-old star had so much of
the drug in his system, LAPD Capt. Scot
Williams said in an email.An assistant
found the 54-year-old Perry face down in
his hot tub on October 28, and paramedics
who were called immediately declared
him dead.His autopsy, released in
December, found that the amount of
ketamine in his blood was in the range
used for general anesthesia during surgery.

It was listed as the primary cause of death,

which was ruled an accident with no foul
play suspected, the report said. Drowning
and other medical issues were
contributing factors, the coroner said.

The investigation was first reported by

TMZ.People close to the actor told
coroner’s investigators that he was
undergoing ketamine infusion therapy.
The decades-old surgical drug has seen a

huge surge in use in recent years as a

treatment for depression, anxiety and pain.

served as his primary care physician, the
medical examiner’s report said.

But the medical examiner said Perry’s last No illicit drugs or paraphernalia were found

treatment one and a half weeks earlier
wouldn’t explain the levels of ketamine in
his blood.The drug is typically
metabolised in a matter of hours. At least
two doctors were treating Perry, a
psychiatrist and an anaesthesiologist who

at his house.Perry had years of struggles
with addiction dating back to his time on
'Friends', when he became one of the
biggest television stars of his generation
as Chandler Bing alongside Jennifer
Aniston, Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow,

ds' actor obtained ketamine

Matt LeBlanc and David Schwimmer for
10 seasons from 1994 to 2004 on NBC’s
megahit sitcom.Drug-related celebrity
deaths have in other cases led authorities
to prosecute the people who supplied
them.After rapper Mac Miller died from
an overdose of cocaine, alcohol and
counterfeit oxycodone that contained
fentanyl, two of the men who provided
him the fentanyl were convicted of
distributing the drug.One was sentenced
to more than 17 years in federal prison, the
other to 10 years.Two doctors and a
manager of model and reality TV star
Anna Nicole Smith were charged with
conspiring to get her prescription drugs
before her 2007 death, but they were not
charged with causing her fatal overdose.
All the counts except one misdemeanour
fraud charge against one doctor were
eventually dismissed.And after Michael
Jackson died in 2009 from a lethal dose of
propofol, a drug intended for use only
during surgery and other medical
procedures, not for the insomnia the
singer sought it for, his doctor, Conrad
Murray, was convicted of involuntary
manslaughterin2011.

Singapore Airlines CEO says 'sorry' after
flight turbulence kills 1 |n|ures /0

Choon Phong on Wednesday issued a
public apology to everyone onboard
the London-Singapore flight, which
experienced severe turbulence that
resulted in an emergency landing in
Bangkok and the death of a passenger.
He said in a video statement, "We are
very sorry for the traumatic experience
that everyone onboard SQ321 went
through."Extreme turbulence hit the
Boeing 777-300 ER aircraft, with 211
passengers and 18 crew members, on
Tuesday while it was flying over the
Irrawaddy Basin in Myanmar at an
altitude of 37,000 feet. Many people
were also injured as a result. The victim
has been identified as Geoff Kitchen, a
73-year-old man from the UK.
Authorities at the Bangkok airport said
he died of a suspected heart attack.In
the video, posted on the airline's social
media accounts, Phong said, "We are
deeply saddened by this incident. It has

resulted in one confirmed fatality and

multiple injuries. On behalf of
Singapore Airlines, I would like to
offer my deepest condolences to the
family and loved ones of the
deceased.""We are very sorry for the
traumatic experience that everyone
onboard SQ321 went through. Our
priority is to render all possible
assistance to our passengers and crew
members," he added.The airline CEO
also informed that "a relief flight with
143 passengers and crew members of

SQ321, who were able to travel,
landed in Singapore this
morning"." Another 79 passengers
and six crew members are still in
Bangkok. This includes the injured
who are receiving medical
treatment," he said.Phong also noted
that the airline was "fully cooperating
with the relevant authorities on the
investigations"."Our deepest
apologies to everyone affected by
this incident. Please be assured that
Singapore Airlines is here to help and
support you through this difficult
time."The nationalities of the people
onboard were 56 Australians, two
Canadians, one German, three Indians,
two Indonesians, one from Iceland,
four from Ireland, one Israeli, 16
Malaysians, two from Myanmar, 23
from New Zealand, five Filipinos, 41
from Singapore, one South Korean,
two Spaniards, 47 from the UK and
four from the US.

Several killed, buildings flattened as
tornado rips through Io‘wa s Greenfield

Des Moines Multiple
people died Tuesday and at least a
dozen were injured when a powerful
tornado tore through a small lowa town,
carving a bleak landscape of destroyed
homes and businesses, shredded trees,
smashed cars, and widely strewn
debris.The tornado destroyed much of
Greenfield, a town of about 2,000
around 55 miles (88.5 kilometres)
southwest of Des Moines, during a day
that saw multiple tornadoes, giant hail
and heavy rain in several states.“We do
have confirmed fatalities,” Towa State
Patrol Sgt. Alex Dinkla said at a news
conference Tuesday night. He said
authorities were still determining the
total number but thought they had
accounted for all of the town’s
residents.Dinkla said there were at
least a dozen injuries amid widespread
devastation in Greenfield, including at
the community’s small hospital.
Patients there had to be transferred to
other facilities in nearby cities.Drone
footage shows destruction caused by
tornado in Greenfield, lowa.

The Adair County Health System said in

a Facebook post Tuesday night that it
had set up a triage center at the
Greenfield high school and that people
who need medical attention should go
there.Authorities said they would only
allow residents to enter Greenfield
until Wednesday morning and ordered
media representatives to leave the city
Tuesday night.In the aftermath of the
storm, parts of Greenfield appeared
devastated. Mounds of broken wood,
branches, car parts and other debris
littered lots where homes once stood.
Cars lay busted and bent while
damaged houses sat skewed against
the gray and overcast sky. Trees stood
— barely — bereft of branches or
leaves. Residents helped each other

salvage furniture and other
belongings from mounds of debris or
from homes barely left
standing.Rogue Paxton said he
sheltered in the basement of his home
when the storm moved through. He
told WOI-TV he thought the house
was lost but said his family got lucky.

“But everyone else is not so much, like

my brother Cody, his house just got
wiped,” Paxton said. “Then you see all
these people out here helping each
other. ... Everything’s going to be fine
because we have each other, but it’s
just going to be really, really rough. It
is a mess.”Multiple tornadoes were
reported throughout the state, and one
also apparently took down several
250-foot (76-metre) wind turbines in
southwest lowa. Some of the turbines
caught fire, sending plumes of smoke
into the air and continued to smoulder
hours later.Wind farms are built to
withstand tornadoes, hurricanes and
other powerful winds. According to the
UA Department of Energy, turbines are
designed to shut off when winds
exceed certain thresholds.

Son thrown back two rows':
Singapore Airlines flyers
recount turbulence horror

World. More than 140 passengers and crew on the
Singapore Airlines flight - Boeing BA.N 777-
300ER plane, hit by severe turbulence on Tuesday,
reached Singapore on arelief flight on Wednesday
morning.The London-Singapore flight made an
emergency landing in Bangkok after the
turbulence left many injured, while a 73-year-old
British passenger died of a suspected heart
attack.According to the aircraft's tracking
provider FlightRadar 24, at around 0749 GMT,
the flight encountered "a rapid change in vertical
rate, consistent with a sudden turbulence
event.""There were thunderstorms, some severe,
inthe area at the time," it said.

Photographs from inside the plane showed gashes in
the overhead cabin panels, oxygen masks and
panels hanging from the ceiling and luggage
strewn around.Other images showed food and
debris strewn throughout the aircraft.

SINGAPORE AIRLINES PASSENGERS
RECOUNT HORROR

A passenger said some people's heads had slammed
into the lights above the seats and punctured the
panels.Upon arriving in Singapore, a 28-year-old
student onboard the Boeing BA.N 777-300ER
plane told news agency Reuters he saw "people
from across the aisle going completely horizontal,
hitting the ceiling and landing back down in really
awkward positions.""Everyone seated and not
wearing a seatbelt was launched immediately into
the ceiling, some people hit their heads on the
baggage cabins overhead and dented it, they hit
the places where lights and masks are and broke
straight through it," the student said."The crew
and people inside lavatories were hurt the most
because we discovered people just on the ground
not able to get up. There were a lot of spinal and
head injuries," the New York Post quoted the
student as saying.A British man with a neck injury
said he and his family were "lucky enough" none
of them had died."It went from no turbulence... no
plane shaking at all, and then I hit the roof. All of a
sudden, I was up like that. My son was thrown
down on the floor two rows behind me. I heard
that there was a guy hitting the roof in the toilet
and he was injured quite badly, too," he said,
speaking from a Thai hospital. Another passenger,
Andrew Davies told the New York Times that the
medical training was desperately trying to render
aid — including to the elderly British man who
died on board."People's belongings were
scattered, coffee and water splattered the ceiling.
Surreal. So many injured people. Head lacerations,
bleeding ears. A lady was screaming in pain with a
bad back. I couldn't help her," Davies added.He
further described the scenes as "awful screaming
and what sounded like a thud" in the first few
seconds of the incident."The thing I remember the
most is seeing objects and things flying through
the air. [ was covered in coffee. It was incredibly
severe turbulence," he told the BBC.

Trump poll video mentions 'unified
Reich’, Biden calls it Hitler's language

New York A video posted to former US On Tuesday morning, the post of the video

President Donald Trump’s account on his

social media network included references

to a “unified Reich” among hypothetical
news headlines if he wins the election in

November.The headline appeared among

messages flashing across the screen such

as “Trump wins!!” and “Economy
booms!”. Other headlines appear to be
references to World War 1.

The word “Reich” is often largely
associated with Nazi Germany’s Third
Reich, though the references in the video
Trump shared appear to be a reference to
the formation of the modern pan-German
nation, unifying smaller states into a
single Reich, or empire, in 1871.The 30-
second video appeared on Monday on
Trump’s account at a time when the
presumptive Republican nominee for
President, while seeking to portray
President Joe Biden as soft on
antisemitism, has himself repeatedly
faced criticism for using language and
rhetoric associated with Nazi Germany.

It was posted and shared on the former
president’s Truth Social account while he
was on a lunch break from his Manhattan
hush money trial on Monday afternoon.

flashing in the video appears to

had been deleted.“This was not a
campaign video, it was created by a
random account online and reposted by a
staffer who clearly did not see the word,
while the President was in court,”
Karoline Leavitt, the campaign press
secretary, said in a statement.

Biden, speaking at a pair of Boston
fundraisers Tuesday, highlighted
Trump’s posting of the video, painting it
as part of a pattern of incendiary
comments sowing discord in the country,
saying, “this is Hitler’s language — not
America’s”.Biden’s campaign soon after
released a short video online showing him
appearing to watch the video on a
cellphone, saying, “Wow” and making a
similar comment as he did at the
fundraisers, adding, “He cares about
holding on to power. I care about you.”

Biden told one group of donors that it’s not
the first time Trump’s “gone down this
road” and chided the former President for
offering a “lame excuse that a staffer did
it.”“He attacks his opponents as vermin,”
Biden said. “He says immigrants are
poisoning the blood of America. That’s a
line used in Hitler’s Germany, not the

American president.”Earlier this month,
Trump said at a fundraiser that Biden is
running a “Gestapo administration”,
referring to the secret Nazi police
force.Trump previously used rhetoric
echoing Adolf Hitler when he said
immigrants entering the U.S. illegally are
“poisoning the blood of our country,” and
called his opponents “vermin".The
former President has also drawn a wide
backlash for having dined with a
Holocaust-denying white nationalist in
2022 and for downplaying the 2017 rally
in Charlottesville, Virginia, where white
nationalists chanted “Jews will not
replace us!”.At least one of the headlines

be text copied verbatim from a
Wikipedia entry on World War I:
“German industrial strength and
production had significantly
increased after 1871, driven by
the creation of a unified
Reich.”In one image, the
headlines “Border Is Closed”
and “15 Million Illegal Aliens
Deported” appear above smaller
text with the start and end dates
of World War L.The video
appears to have been created by a
meme creator who goes by the username
Ramble Rants.The creator, who is part of
a group of meme makers that The New
York Times reported has previously
collaborated with the Trump campaign,
posted the video on the social platform X
Monday morning.

In a post on X, Ramble Rants defended the

video, arguing it was about “American
peace and prosperity”. The user explained
in a post that the newspaper clippings in
the video were pre-selected as part of a
template showing historical headlines
from the stock video company Envato
Elements.
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NEWS BOX

USA stun Bangladesh, clinch historic
win in T201 series opener ahead of
World Cup

New Delhi USA scripted history on Tuesday,
May 21, clinching only their second win over
a Test-playing nation in T20I cricket. USA
hammered a full-strength Bangladesh team
by 5 wickets in the first of a 3-match T20I
series in Houston. The win for Monak Patel-
led USA comes days ahead of the T20 World
Cup 2024, which will be co-hosted by USA,
along with the West Indies, for the first time.

USA vs Bangladesh 1st T20I highlights |
Scorecard

USA rode on an all-round bowling effort to
restrict Bangladesh to 153 for 6 in 20 overs
after they won the toss and opted to bowl at
the Prairie View Cricket Complex in
Houston. Bangladesh's big guns, including
Litton Das (14), Soumya Sarkar (20) and
former captain Shakib Al Hasan (6) failed
with the bat. Towhid Hirdoyu (58 off 47) and
Mahmuddullah (31 off 22) helped them
recover from 68 for 4 and post a competitive
total on the board.However, USA rode on an
all-round effort with the bat to chase down
the target with 3 deliveries and 5 wickets to
spare. HARMEET SINGH SHINES FOR
USAFormer New Zealand all-rounder Corey
Anderson, who is also part of USA's T20
World Cup squad, kept his calm and hit a 25-
ball 34 while Harmneet Singh remained
unbeaten on 33 off just 13 balls. Harmeet hit
3 sixes and 2 boundaries in a spirited effort
with the bat.Notably, Harmeet Singh played
for India at the U19 level and represented
Mumbai in domestic cricket and Rajasthan
Royals in the IPL before moving to the
USA."Great feeling. This is our home ground
and we backed ourselves to take that
advantage. We came out hard to not give
Bangladesh a feeling that we a walkover,"
Harmeet said after winning the Player of the
Match Award.USA were in a spot of bother
when they were reeling at 94 for 5 at the end
of the 15th over. However, Anderson and
Singh added 64 runs for the sixth wicket in
just 28 balls to steer USA to a historic victory.

'When | bid for Virat...": Vijay
Mallya hopes RCB and Virat
Kohli win IPL trophy

NEW DELHI.Virat Kohli has gone on record
more than once that he will never play for any
other team in the Indian Premier League
(IPL) except Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB).RCB had bought Virat Kohli for a
price of USD 30,000 for the 2008 IPL after he
led India to victory in the 2008 U19 World
Cup.In the 2008 IPL auction, Delhi
Daredevils (now Capitals) had a chance to go
for Kohli but they opted for Pradeep
Sangwan, a left-arm pacer, to beef up their
bowling unit and then RCB bought Kohli.

In all these years, RCB have failed to win the
IPL trophy since 2008 even though they have
reached the final thrice - in 2009, 2011 and
2016, but Virat has stuck to his words and has
remained loyal to the franchise.

In 2008, RCB was co-owned by Vijay Mallya
and ahead of the team reaching the playoffs
after a remarkable turnaround, Mallya sent
across his best wishes to the team and Virat.

Mallya posted on X, "When I bid for the RCB
franchise and I bid for Virat, my inner instinct
told me that I could not have made better
choices. My inner instinct tells me that RCB
have the best chance to go for the IPL Trophy.
Onward and Upward. Best of luck."RCB
take on Rajasthan Royals in the Eliminator
on Wednesday and if they win, they will play
Sunrisers Hyderabad in Qualifier 2 for a spot
in the final where they will meet Kolkata
Knight Riders.

(uota-winning wrestlers to
compete at Paris Olympics

AHMEDABAD. As was expected, the
Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) on
Tuesday decided not to hold selection trials
and instead allow the quota winning
wrestlers to represent the country at the
2024 Paris Olympics.

As many as six Indian wrestlers including five
women have earned a quota each for the
sporting extravaganza. While Antim
Panghal (53kg) was the first Indian wrestler
to earn a quota by winning bronze in the
2023 World Championships, Vinesh Phogat
(50kg), Anshu Malik (57kg) and Reetika
Hooda (76kg) booked Paris ticket by
reaching finals of the Asian Olympic Games
Qualifier. Nisha Dahiya (68kg) earned a
quota in the last qualifying event by
entering the final in her weight category at
the World Olympic Games Qualifier. Only
Aman Sehrawat (57) earned the quota in the
men’s section through the last qualifier.

The WEFI held a meeting of its selection
committee in New Delhi on Tuesday.
President Sanjay Kumar Singh chaired the
meeting with chief coaches Virender Singh
(women’s wrestling) and Jagmender Singh
(men’s freestyle) along with members -
Olympic medallist Yogeshwar Dutt, Jai
Prakash, WFI vice-president and SP
Deshwal, WFI treasurer - also attending the
meeting.The chief coaches pointed out that
wrestling is a physical contact sport and
there are high chances of selected wrestlers
getting injured during the selection trials.
Besides, they also said that all the qualified
wrestlers are best in their respective weight
categories so they should represent the
country. They also said that the last date to
send entries for the Games is July 8 and if
any qualified wrestler gets injured that a
selection trial can be held to name the
replacement,” a source in the know of
developments told this daily.

New Delhi. Three generations of

IPL 2024: Phenomenal RCB will just walk all
over RR in Eliminator, says Sunil Gavaskar

New Delhi . Former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar has hailed RCB's remarkable
resurgence in the ongoing IPL season and
backed the Faf du Plessis-led side to just
walk over a struggling RR in the IPL 2024
Eliminator in Ahmedabad on Wednesday.
Gavaskar highlighted RCB's resilience and
the leadership of key players like Faf du
Plessis and Virat Kohli in motivating the
team during challenging moments.

RCB has heroically fought its way back from
the verge of elimination. After losing seven
of their first eight games this season, the
squad led by Faf du Plessis went on a run
and knocked out defending champions CSK
to secure a playoff berth. RCB captain Faf
du Plessis has regained form with the bat to
build a dominant combination with Kohli,
while Rajat Patidar (five half-centuries this
season) has also provided stability at the
top. The departure of England's Will Jacks
has had little influence on RCB, while
veteran Dinesh Karthik is on fire further
down the order, with a strike rate of more
than 195. In their last match, left-arm
seamer Yash Dayal turned around his
fortunes to dish up a superb last over against

CSK, denying them a win and leading RCB
into the playoffs.
"And I think what RCB have done has been

absolutely phenomenal, nothing short of

phenomenal. Firstly, to believe that they can
bounce back. That takes something special.
And you have to say that the leading players
over there Faf du Plessis, Virat Kohli, they
were probably the guys who are most
encouraging the other team members. Other
team members can quickly get into a

situation where we have lost everything. It's
up to the senior and I think they've done the
job and they've done it by showing them
how both of them are playing extraordinary
cricket," Sunil Gavaskar said while
speaking at Star Sports.

RR'SMEGASLUMP

The Royals appeared to be on track for first
place in the league stage until a streak of
four defeats and a washout in the final game
against KKR left Sanju Samson's side third

S Dhoni, Sachin Tendulkar and 'forgetful
Rohit Sharma feature in latest ad

Indian captains have come together
to share the screen for an ad during
the Indian Premier League. Sachin
Tendulkar, MS Dhoni and Rohit
Sharma have featured in the latest
ad for Mutual Funds. The ad, which
has gone viral on social media
features Rohit Sharma at his usual
hilarious best where he is seen
forgetting the things that he wants to
talk about.MS Dhoni and Sachin
Tendulkar, the past generation of
India captains are seen talking about
the current generation of India players. In
the ad, Sachin brings Rohit Sharma's phone
which he forgets in the team bus, known to
be quite a common incident with Rohit
Sharma. Then the two former captains guide
Rohit on investment planning.Rohit
Sharma's IPL 2024

Rohit Sharma had mixed fortunes in Indian

Premier League 2024. After starting the
tournament in an aggressive manner, Rohit

slowed down for the majority of the middle
and final phase of the IPL. Despite a dry run,
Rohit scored a century against CSK at home
and signed off the tournament with an
aggressive knock against LSG. MI were not
able to do well under the leadership of
Hardik Pandya and finished at the bottom of
the points table. MI won just 4 off their 14
matches marking a terrible outing in the
2024 season.Sharma scored 417 runs in the
season at a strike-rate of 150. Sharma will

captain the Indian side in the T20 World
Cup inthe USA, setto start from 1 June.
Sharma has been put in trouble this season
due to off-field controversies as well. After
the captaincy fiasco, one of Sharma's chats
with KKR batting coach Abhishek Nayar
went viral, where Sharma was seemingly
heard discussing his future in the IPL and
MISharma even lashed out at Star Sports a
few days back, stating that the broadcaster
had breached his privacy."The lives of
cricketers have become so intrusive that
cameras are now recording every step and
conversation we are having in privacy with
our friends and colleagues, at training or on
match days," Rohit Sharma said on
Twitter.Despite asking Star Sports to not
record my conversation, it was and was also
then played on air, which is a breach of
privacy. The need to get exclusive content
and focused only on views and engagement
will one day break the trust between the fans,
cricketers and cricket. Let better sense
prevail," concluded Sharma on his post.

SRH will continue their 'brand of cricket':
Simon Helmot bullish despite KKR loss

NEW DELHI. SRH will continue their

aggressive 'high risk-high reward' batting
approach despite the loss against KKR, said
assistant coach Simon Helmot on Tuesday,
21 May. SRH were blanked by KKR at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad, in
the Qualifier 1 of the Indian Premier League.
SRH lost the game by 8 wickets after KKR
chased down a target of 160 runs inside 14
overs of the gam

Helmot, while speaking to the media after the

match, said that it was not SRH's day but
there were lots of positives to be taken from
the game. Helmot said that it was important
for the team to quickly move on from the loss
and be prepared for the match on the 24th,
where SRH will play the winner of RR vs RC

"You know, we're still going to play our brand

of cricket. And tonight wasn't our night. That
happens. We're going to put this game aside
very, very quickly because we have to move
on in a couple of days time and playing in a
channel, obviously against RCB or
Rajasthan," Simon Helmot said in the post-
match press conference.

IPL 2024, KKR vs SRH: Match Report |

Scorecard

"Unfortunately, today wasn't our day. They
bowled very well up front. I think this ground
shows that you can, you know, score big in
the first innings and put pressure on the
opposition. So yeah, it just wasn't our day,"
he further added.STARC BOWLED
REALLY WELL: HELMOT

Helmot lauded Mitchell Starc for bowling
incredibly well and derailing SRH inside the
powerplay. SRH lost four wickets inside the
powerplay and were put in a heap of pressure
by the KKR pacers.

"Look, he bowled very well. He bowled fast.
He was managing to move the ball. So he's
been a quality player for a long time. And

that's why obviously he was a sought-
after player in the auction in the first
place. They are very balanced side.
They're a good side KKR," Helmot said.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points
Table and Standings | 2024 IPL Full
Schedule

"We just struggled tonight to sort of get any
consistency, or I suppose, momentum in
the game, and it just shows that. you

know, when you're not, when you're off

your game just slightly and the

opposition, you know, they finished top for a
reason. Then obviously, you're gonna put
yourself under a bit of pressure, but it's all
very quickly put this push this game aside,
and we look forward to our next game in the
on the 24th," he further added.

HELMOT BACKS TRAVISHEAD

Helmot backed the opening pair of Abhishek
Sharma and Travis Head to do well in
Qualifier 2 of the tournament. Both batters
departed for low scores against KKR. While
Travis was clean bowled by Starc for a duck,
Abhishek was caught at covers by Andre
Russell, in his fourth ball of the innings.

behind Hyderabad. RR, the 2008 IPL
winners, are now the underdogs, despite
being hot favourites only a few weeks
before. When on form, the Royals are
unstoppable, but the last four games have
shown flaws in their batting and bowling.
Jos Buttler's departure has depleted their
batting prowess, and it will be up to
Yashasvi Jaiswal (348 runs), skipper
Samson (504) and Riyan Parag (531) to
stem the slump.Rajasthan have lost the last
four or five matches and they didn't play that
last game as well. So they've been out of
practise. Unless they do something special
like I did today. This by not playing for 11
days, it's gonna be a real good well turned
out to be another one sided game tomorrow.
My, you know, my fear is that there will be
another one sided game tomorrow where
the RCB who are who are playing like I said
just absolutely phenomenal cricket. We'll
just walk all over. I'll be very surprised if
you know that doesn't happen," Gavaskar
added.RCB have best chance to win: Mallya

The winner of IPL 2024 Eliminator will take

on SRH in the Qualifier 2 on May 24 for a
place in the final against KKR.

Australia players in IPL
playoffs to skip warm-up

matches before 720 World Cup

New Delhi. Top Australian players who are

currently featuring in the Indian Premier
League playoffs will not be playing the
warm-up matches of the T20 World Cup
2024, head coach Andrew McDonald has
confirmed. Speaking to cricket.com.au,
McDonald has said that the likes of Pat
Cummins, Travis Head, Glenn Maxwell,
Cameron Green and Mitchell Starc will join
the squad just before of the team's
tournament opener against Oman on June
5.Australia take on Namibia and West
Indies in warm-up matches at Port of
Spain's Queens Park Oval. They will not
have the services of their full squad for
those two games.RR are the only team who
do not have any Australians playing in their
side. KKR have one, while RCB and SRH
have 2 each."They'll have a staggered entry

now that they've made the finals — they'll
meet us in Barbados, and the guys who
aren't in the IPL finals, will meet us in
Trinidad," McDonald said of the Australian
players who are in the IPL."We're just trying
to tailor the best individual preparation and
bring it together as a team when we get to
Barbados, then we have four or five days
there leading into the first game against
Oman," he further added.DC might retain
Jake Fraser-McGurk: GangulyThe head
coach further added that captain Mitchell
Marsh will not be bowling in the warm-up
games due to his recovery from hamstring
injury. Marsh had to skip the majority of the
IPL to recover ahead of the T20 World Cup,
where he will be captaining Australia.

Australia's final T20 World Cup squad
Mitch Marsh (c), Ashton Agar, Pat Cummins,

Tim David, Nathan Ellis, Cameron Green,
Josh Hazlewood, Travis Head, Josh Inglis,
Glenn Maxwell, Mitchell Starc, Marcus
Stoinis, Matthew Wade, David Warner,
Adam Zampa. Travelling reserves: Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Matt Short

Mitchell Starc got paid big bucks for a reason:
Kevin Pietersen after KKR win vs SRH

IPL 2024: Kevin Pietersen lauded
Mitchell Starc for finally
justifying his price-tag and
turning up on a big occasion for
KKR in Qualifier 1 match against
SRH. KKR thrashed SRH by 8
wickets in Ahmedabad to storm
into the final of the tournament.

NEW DELHI. Kevin Pietersen lauded

Mitchell Starc for his match-winning spell
for KKR against SRH in the IPL 2024
qualifier match at the Narendra Modi
Stadium, Ahmedabad on May 21, Tuesday.
KKR hammered SRH by 8 wickets to storm
into the final of IPL 2024. Starc had a crucial

role to play as the man of big occasions
turned up when the team needed him the
most. Starc produced a brilliant spell in the
powerplay to pick 3 wickets and rattle their
batting lineup.Pietersen, while speaking to
Star Sports hailed Starc and mentioned that
there is a reason as to why players like these
getbig bucks paid in the cash-rich league.

"Yeah, they (Australian players) are the
biggest match players once they get the big
bucks paid. They get paid the big bucks for
a very good reason. He didn't say that you
are gonna pay me the money and I am not
gonna give a performance. He won't say I
don't know how to bowl, he knows how to
bowl. That's the reason why he has got what
he has got," Pietersen said.TARC'S
AHMEDABAD CONNECTION

Pietersen also reasoned Starc's connection
with the Ahmedabad stadium as the reason
for his spectacular performance in the

knockout stage. Starc was part of Australia's
ODI World Cup-winning team in 2023, who
lifted the title at this very stadium.

"I don't think too much is being said about
money anymore. I think it's about the player,

it's about accepting responsibilities. |
think he did that this evening on the
biggest stage. I think Sunday (final) is
probably the biggest stage but to get to
Sunday he needed to do what he did
today. I mean what you gotta do, you
need to keep running and hit 140-145
kmph. He likes bowling at this ground.
He had said that he was happy bowling
here because what Australia did to
India 6 months ago. You have certain
grounds that you like, Mitchell Starc
obviously likes this ground,"
Pietersen said.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024
Points Table and Standings | 2024 IPL
Full Schedule

Starc was awarded as the Player of the Match

award as he ran through SRH's top order by
dismissing the dangerous Travis Head,
alongside Nitish Kumar Reddy and
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London Video Sparks Pregnancy Rumours,
Leaves Internet Divided: 'Breach 0f Privacy'

icky Kaushal and Katrina Kaif are currently enjoying a holiday in London, and there’s proof on
the internet. A video was posted on X showing Vicky and Katrina strolling on the streets of
London, dressed in their winter attire. Vicky is seen walking with Katrina along the pavement.
The caption reads, “The humble Bollywood power couple #KatrinaKaif & #VickyKaushal taking a
stroll in Baker Street, London. Vicky is a gentleman clearly, as he holds his hand protectively by her
side. This was post bumping into them at the bookstore yesterday.” Katrina’s gait and outfit in the
video sparked pregnancy rumours.Many took to the comments reaction of the Reddit post and wrote
how it’s an invasion of privacy. “This feels highly invasive. If she is indeed pregnant then, there must
be some reason that they haven’t disclosed the news yet. Btw, how long has Katrina not been clicked?
Feel like I saw her last month

:\‘ 4 Turns Heads With Short New
{g Hairdo, Poses With Anne

S J\\

Katrina Kaif's 2%

Hathaway In Rome

rlyanka Chopra is a global icon and

there is no doubt that she enjoys a

huge fan following even across the

boundary. Well, the actress made head
turns with her new haircut at a Bvlgari
Aecterna event. Priyanka also posed with
Hollywood actor Anne Hathaway, Hong
Kong-Taiwanese actor and model Shu
\ Qi, and Chinese-American actor Liu
Yifei.The photos and videos are going
viral on the internet. Priyanka opted for
a structured monochrome off-shoulder
dress. But it was her short new hairdo
that caught everyone’s attention. She
completed her look with a beautiful
- Serpenti Aeterna necklace by Bvlgari,
\ and was seen holding a bouquet of
\ flowers and smiling as she posed at the

event.
/ Recently, she took a trip down memory
/ lane and shared a photo with Katrina
Kaif. In no time it went viral. Well, she
will be seen with Katrina and Alia in Jee
| Le Zaraa. Taking to her Instagram stories,
/ Priyanka shared the photo and wrote,
“Woah... Dunno who took it and when this
picture was taken but babies...@katrinakaif”.
In the photo, both are looking ready for a dance
sequence. They are wearing shimmery clothes and
smiling for the camera. Talking about Jee Lee Zaraa.
Farhan Akhtar announced itin 2021 and quickly became one of
the most anticipated films. However, since then, there have

been no major updates.
During an interview with Variety, Farhan Akhtar claimed that the
dates were an issue behind the delay. He told the publication, “We
just have issues with dates, and the actor’s strike that’s happened
A has put Priyanka’s dates into a huge tizzy with what can happen
. and what can’t, so I’ve started genuinely believing that that film

now has a destiny of its own. It’ll happen when it has to, we’ll
. see.”Priyanka Chopra recently announced that she has
- wrapped shooting for the highly anticipated film Heads Of
1 State. The actress shared a happy video montage featuring
} her daughter Malti along with her crew and penned a
. heartwarming note expressing her love for the film. The
i ) action-comedy Heads of State also stars Idris Elba and

John Cena.

F

Saif Ali Khan Calls Kareena,

Taimur His 'Greatest Loves':
Netizens Say 'Sara, Ibrahim
Deserve Better'

e . . *

etizens flocked to the comments section
to express their hot takes. One person

wrote, “Not mentioning all your kids is
so shitty.  hope Sara and Ibrahim don’t see this.
It would definitely hurt me if I were them.”
Another added, ” Sara and Ibrahim deserve
way, way better.” Another person wrote, “Ouch
I can just imagine how Sara and Ibrahim might
have felt .” One comment read, “I feel bad for
Sara and Ibrahim.” One person commented,
“Was it really that hard to say ‘all my
children’?” Another person wrote, “What about
the kids he had in his first marriage?”Saif Ali
Khan and Amrita Singh had gotten married in
January 1991 and divorced in 2004 after 13
years. They have two children — Sara Ali Khan
and Ibrahim Ali Khan. In 2012, Saif married
actress Kareena Kapoor. Saif and Kareena have
two children, Taimur and Jeh.All of Saif’s kids
maintain a close relationship with him. In
several interviews, Sara Ali Khan spoke about
how she seeks her dad’s advice when it comes
to films. Sara and Ibrahim also have a friendly
relationship with Kareena and celebrate
festivals with her and her two sons.

In an older interview with Zee Cafe, when
Kareena was asked about her equation with
Sara and Ibrahim, she had said, “I love them
dearly, we’ve just come back from a vacation in
London and both of them are extremely well
brought up. I’'m yet to see children who are so
forthcoming and open. When Sara was leaving,
I was deeply upset, because I don’t like her
leaving Bombay and we are very close.“Saif
loves the atmosphere at home, where we are all
sitting together eating, having fun like one big
Iranian Family. That’s what I enjoy and that’s
what he (Saif) feels I’ve brought to the family,”
Kareena added.

Akshay Kumar Reveals Son

Aarav Left Home At 15,
Wears Second Hand Clothes:
I Didn’t Want Him To Go’

| [
. R

kshay Kumar is one of the most
successful actors in the industry. He has

been winning hearts with his powerful
performance. Currently, the actor is busy
shooting films including Jolly LLB 3. Well,
recently in an interview he opened up about his
son Aarav and mentioned that he is not
interested in making a career in films. The actor
called his son simple and revealed that he never
wanted him to go abroad.Talking at Shikhar
Dhawan’s new show Dhawan Karenge Akshay
said, “My son Aarav is studying at the university
in London. He left home at the age of 15. He was
always fond of studying and wanted to stay
alone. It was his decision to move even though I
didn’t want him to go. However, I could not stop
him because I left my home at the age of 14.”*“He
does his own laundry, he is a good cook, does the
utensils and doesn’t even want to buy expensive
clothes. In fact, he goes to a second-hand store,

Thrifty, to buy clothes because he doesn’t
believe in wastage. We never forced him to do
anything. he is interested in fashion, he doesn’t

only,” one user wrote. Another \
wrote, “I feel bad for this video
being posted on social media. It’s a

them together and only him.

her caption, Katrina simply used white heart and cake emojis. Check out Katrina’s post here:

On the work front, Vicky Kaushal is set to stars in projects like Chhaava, Bad Newz and Love & War. Meanwhile,

Katrina Kaif was last seen in Merry Christmas alongside Vijay Sethupathi.

massive violation of their privacy, esp

when it comes to a potential pregnancy.
They should be able to have their time alone
and choose when to share any news.”Many,
however, assumed she’s pregnant.
elaborate comment read, “I’m gonna go out
on a limb and speculate here that she is
pregnant. 1.0n Vicky’s birthday this year it
was the cirst time she didn’t post a pic of
2. She hasn’t
posted anything, or attended any events,
shoots in a long time. 3.There is no reaso
Vicky-Katrina would miss the voting j
becauss they are “vacationing” We wont
any announcements though cause its Vic
so expect announcement only after the baby
is born. Whatever the truth is, I wish them all
the happiness i. The world. They really are
just ”Vicky marked his 36th birthday in London on May 16. Katrina Kaif shared a series of photos on Instagram.
The first two frames show Vicky in a white T-shirt, seated by a window. The final slide captures the intimate .
birthday celebration, with Vicky seated at the table, smiling for the camera. Don’t overlook the birthday cake. In

One

want to be a part of cinema. He came to me and
said that I don’t want to do films. I said this is
your life,do what you want to do,” Akshay
added.The actor also praised Twinkle Khanna
for raising their son to be a simple person. “I am
happy the way Twinkle and I have brought up
Aarav; he is a very simple boy. My daughter, on
the other hand, likes clothes,” he said.Recently,
the actor completed the first schedule of Jolly
LLB 3 in Rajasthan. He shared a fun video.
Akshay and Arshad Warsi were seen riding a
bike with a broad smile. Taking to their
Instagram handle, Akshay and Arshad shared
the video and wrote, “And that’s a schedule
wrap! As you can see both the Jollys had a jolly
good time in Rajasthan.” In the video, both are
riding bike on the road. Arshad’s shirt is covered
with blood. Recently, a large number of
Akshay’s fans visited the sets of his film to
surprise and to take pictures with him. In photos
that have now surfaced on social media, the Ram
Setu actor can be seen taking pictures.
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