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Hope of Naya
Kashmir amid
poll buzz

ELECTIONS in Jammu and Kashmir are much
more than a democratic ritual. In the popular
imagination, they have been powerful symbols —
of faith and betrayal; resistance and
accommodation; hope and disillusionment;
confidence and uncertainty. But rarely has the
Kashmir valley witnessed such a boisterous
celebration of competitive democracy as it has in
the ongoing Lok Sabha elections. Robust rallies,
roadshows throughout the length and breadth of
the picturesque Valley and Kashmir’s many
brave, emotional, colourful and sometimes
mercurial political leaders have coalesced to
construct what may well be a watershed moment
in the state-turned-UT’s contemporary
history.This is the first parliamentary election
after the abrogation of Article 370, and the ending
of the ‘special provision’ as well as the
downgrading of the state to a union territory have
been key issues in the campaign. And yet
somewhat paradoxically, in the fairness of the
elections (conducted in an atmosphere relatively
also free of fear) is the finest expression of the
idea of India in Kashmir. It is a moment to build
on and sustain if we want to truly create a Naya
Kashmir, and for that the Assembly elections
must be conducted with equal alacrity.

Democracy has had shaky roots in J&K. In the
1950s and the 1960s, stage-managed elections in
Jammu were seen as a betrayal of the ‘trust’ of
1947. The 1977 elections, the fairest the erstwhile
state had witnessed since Independence, became
a leitmotif of faith and accommodation. The 1987
elections, neither free nor fair, paved the way for
decades of militancy. Confidence in the
democratic process was restored to a considerable
extent when for the first time the electorate was
able to dislodge the then ruling party in 2002
during Prime Minister Vajpayee’s tenure. But
truly gone are the days when then PM Jawaharlal
Nehru had to, in the 1950s, reportedly advise the
then Wazir-e-Azam of the state, Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad, to concede a few seats to his
opponents, if only to make the election credible in
the public perception.

Today, most of the voters of J&K genuinely believe
that elections are free and fair and that they can
make a difference. They are not under the illusion
that elections can sort out the larger political
issues, but they know that the quest for a
“resolution of the Kashmir issue” cannot be
allowed to hold them hostage to dysfunctional
governance or an unelected government. These
are voters who seek global standards of
governance, world-class infrastructure and new
opportunities of education and employment as
well as the right to everyday dignity — without
draconian laws — and to ensure that they are not
alienated from their land.Look at J&K’s
chequered ‘democratic’ past. In August 1953,
Sheikh Abdullah — the tallest leader of the state
— was holidaying in Gulmarg when early one
morning, Superintendent of Police Lakshman

As of March-April, the Navy had 10

At the same time, the eastern fleet was

Navy needs a capacity boost to become ‘net security provider’

India faces a medium-term challenge from the Chi

THIS is an uncommonly busy period for the

Indian Navy. In recent months, its western
fleet has taken a proactive posture in the
northern Indian Ocean to guard the sea
lanes against attacks by the Houthis and,
more recently, the revived Somali piracy.

warships in the Arabian Sea and two in the g
Red Sea; in an unprecedented move, italso
deployed 11 of its 16 submarines. This is
perhaps the most significant deployment
of the Navy in recent decades. It is also
using its P8I long-range maritime
reconnaissance aircraft to intensify its
patrol of the seas.

carrying out an important strategic
mission. In early May, it sent a flotilla of
three ships to the South China Sea, where
they visited Singapore, Malaysia and the
Philippines. In May 2023, India and
ASEAN had held their first-ever maritime
exercise, though the Indian Navy has been
involved in bilateral exercises with navies
of'several ASEAN nations.

In March, the Navy inaugurated and upgraded naval

bases on the Minicoy islands as well as an important
facility in Mauritius. The upgrading of a naval
facility at Agatti and establishing INS Jatayu in
Minicoy are clearly aimed as checking possible
Chinese inroads in the Maldives. The new airstrip
and jetty on Agalega island in Mauritius is part of a
long-term plan for India’s deployments in the Indian
Ocean Region to counter Chinese presence there.
Beijing, it has been pointed out, is the only country
with an embassy in each of the six Indian Ocean
island states — Sri Lanka, Maldives, Mauritius,
Seychelles, Madagascar and the Comoros.

Last month, reports said that India is also upgrading its

military infrastructure on the Andaman & Nicobar
Islands that are adjacent to the Malacca Straits.
Airfields there are getting longer runways, upgraded
jetties and new roads are being built on the islands.
The aim is to facilitate greater deployment warships,
aircraft, missile batteries and troops there.

But the most active deployment of the Navy is related

to the Houthis and revived Somali piracy. Shipping
to the western Indian ports is directly affected by
turbulence in West Asia and already prices of

®

Das Thakur informed the J&K Prime Minister (as
was the nomenclature then) that he had been
dismissed and was being interned. “Who ordered
this?”” Sheikh is said to have roared, believing that
his friend in Teen Murti House (PM Nehru) would
never betray him. Thakur presented an order
signed by the Sadr-i-Riyasat, Karan Singh, barely
out of his teens, whose father, Maharajah Hari
Singh, had been exiled to Mumbai. Sheikh took
time to offer namaz before accepting that the ‘chit
of the boy’ he had appointed had just removed
him from office ‘undemocratically’. For 22 years,
Sheikh stayed out of power, arguably the most
popular leader until he accepted an accord with
Indira Gandhi in 1975.0f course, the contagion of
not allowing democracy in J&K had infected
Sheikh’s National Conference (NC) as well, as he
barely allowed any opposition to survive in the
state. He made inflammatory speeches in RS
Pura, flirted with American emissaries and let the

RELIGIOUS sects or deras have become
synonymous with vote banks in Punjab and
Haryana over the past two decades or so. With
both states set to vote in the Lok Sabha polls,
politicians of all hues are making a customary

beeline for these deras in a bid to improve the |

electoral prospects of their parties. Multi-
cornered contests in Punjab and Haryana have
made many candidates desperate to seek every

influential dera’s support to turn the tables on |

their rivals. They have been doing it somewhat
discreetly in recent years, ever since the Supreme
Court ruled in January 2017 that any appeal for
votes on the ground of ‘religion, race, caste,
community or language’ amounted to a ‘corrupt
practice’ under the Representation of People’s
Act. Incidentally, that was also the year in which

Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, head of the Sirsa-

tallest leader of the Jana Sangh, Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, die in Srinagar on his watch under
mysterious circumstances

INDIA is facing a severe and widespread unemployment
crisis, which is often described as a ‘ticking bomb’ of
joblessness. Job creation must become the central focus
of national political and policy discussions. The
Congress has recognised the gravity of the situation and
prioritised employment, social justice and inclusiveness
inits election promises outlined in the Nyay Patra

It is widely acknowledged that unemployment can be
addressed through job opportunities, but the issue is
complex and multifaceted, extending beyond mere
joblessness. Consequently, finding a comprehensive
solution to unemployment has been a longstanding
challenge for successive governments. This necessitates
an informed debate and brainstorming to understand the
issue as a human problem rather than a political one.
Additionally, current social, economic and technological
factors must be taken into account to develop an effective
strategy to combat this problem.Rather than delving into
the intricacies of statistics derived from multiple surveys
conducted by various agencies using different
methodologies, we should strive to address this social
issue with a more pragmatic and compassionate
approach, rather than relying on purely academic or
bureaucratic solutions.

Among the states, Haryana is worst affected by
unemployment, with the rate approximately three times
higher than the national average. This was exemplified
by the fierce competition for three Group D posts in the
District Court, Jind; thousands of highly qualified
applicants, including those with BE/ME, MBA and other
postgraduate degrees, vied for these posts. The
indifferent attitude of the state government towards
educated youth over the past nine years has exacerbated
the dire situation.

Vacancies in government departments — over two lakh,
including those of teachers and healthcare workers —
were not filled. They were either put on hold or on sale.
Frequent paper leaks, cancellation of examinations and
massive irregularities in the selection process frustrated

based Dera Sacha Sauda, was convicted of rape and
sentenced to 20 years in prison.The Sirsa dera head used

nese PLA Navy, which has been active in terms of se
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containers between northern Europe and China have
doubled. There are reports that the developments
could affect Indian exports by as much as $30 billion
over the year if things remain bad.

At present, India is not part of the US-led security

initiative called Operation Prosperity Guardian,
which consists essentially of the Western alliance
and was launched in mid-December. It is this
alliance which is undertaking the attacks on Houthi
bases in Yemen.Recently, India joined the
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), a 34-member
grouping led by the US Central Command
(CENTCOM) based in Bahrain and also posted a
liaison officer to the CENTCOM. The CMF isnot an
alliance; it is flexible and does not exercise any
political or military mandate.New Delhi itself has no
quarrel with the Houthis. But they are backed by

nding vessels on regular patrols in the Indian Ocean.

Asitis, it faces a medium-term challenge
from the Chinese PLA Navy, which has
been active since the last decade in terms
of sending submarines, intelligence-
gathering and research vessels on regular
patrols in the Indian Ocean.

The Indian Navy is the smallest of the
three services and has the lowest share of
the defence budget. While it is important
to stress partnerships with like-minded
countries in the region, for a military
service there is no alternative to raw
power. Unfortunately, in the past decade,
the Navy has had to trim its sails. In
2019, it announced that it was reducing
its target of acquiring 200 ships by 2027
to 175. The Navy’s plans for a large
aircraft carrier to follow on the Vikrant
project have yetto get official approval.

Now, after much dithering, the
government seems to be on the verge of
taking a decision on the Rs 60,000-crore
Project 751 submarine venture. Tenders
of two companies, one having a Spanish

partner and the other a German one, are being

evaluated. A key technology that is being assessed is
of Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) that enables
conventional submarines to remain underwater for

weeks. Under the Strategic Partnership Model, L&T

is partnering with the Spanish company, Navantia,

for the project, while Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders

Ltd has teamed up with ThyssenKrupp Marine

Systems.A major reason for the urgency now is that

the first of four AIP submarines built by China for

Pakistan was commissioned in April this year.

Pakistan already operated French AIP-equipped

Agosta 90B submarines. In 2016, Islamabad signed

a deal with China for the supply of four new AIP-

equipped submarines and four more of this type will

later be built in Karachi.

Iran, a country with which India enjoys good Eleven of India’s 17 conventional submarines are

relations. The recent Indian decision to manage the
Chabahar port is an indicator that India is also
looking at a broader horizon in relation to the
Eurasian and Indian Ocean components of its
foreign and security policy.

India often boasts of its aim of becoming the ‘net

security provider’ in the Indian Ocean, but as of now,
it needs a sharp boost in its capacity to become one.

The dera factor

Parties vie to woo sects in Punjab, Haryana

to issue a diktat to his followers to vote for a particular

candidate or party. He did it most famously during the
2007 Punjab Assembly elections, when his sect threw its

Plug Haryana’s skill gap to combat job crisis

Haryana has the potential to create numerous jobs if a multipronged policy is developed.

the youth of the state; they either started
migrating to other countries, risking their lives |
for a living, or were drawn into the dark world |
of violence, crime, drugs, depression or suicide.
Instead of facing this grave crisis with the
utmost compassion, sincerity and priority, the W
government’s policy response was myopic,
populist, callous and deceptive.What added
insult to injury for the unemployed youth was
the formulation of the Deployment of
Contractual Persons Policy, 2022. This policy is
being implemented through a government-
approved agency (digital labour exchange),
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar Nigam Limited.
Through this agency, highly qualified youth are
being temporarily deployed for various job
roles on low and fixed wages. They are even
‘exported’ to war-hit countries like Israel.
Haryana has the potential to create numerous jobs |
if a clear, consistent, comprehensive and 5
credible multipronged policy is developed. If
the Congress comes to power, our top priority
will be to create a conducive environment for
generating employment opportunities.In
Haryana, the agriculture sector is the largest job provider,
with over 50 per cent of the population engaged in
agriculture and allied activities. Promoting food
processing, agri-technological advancements, storage,
agri-exports, agri-marketing, dairying and horticulture
can create a significant number of jobs. Increasing
MGNREGA rates and linking them with other initiatives
will help create more productive and purposeful jobs in
rural areas.In 2019, the manufacturing sector was the
second-largest employer after agriculture. However, as
of 2023, the construction sector has taken its place,
followed by the service sector, trade and hospitality, with
manufacturing now in the fourth place. Improving the
ease of doing business — providing land at reasonable
prices, skilled labour, adequate and affordable credit
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facilities — along with effective market and labour laws,
and cheap and sufficient electricity supply will stimulate
job creation in the manufacturing sector.

The government is the third largest employer. More than

two lakh vacancies need to be filled in a time-bound
manner. To effectively and efficiently deliver services to
the people and keep pace with the increasing number of
job seekers, more permanent jobs need to be created in
the government, public undertakings and cooperative
sectors.

The development of new smart cities can be a magnet for a

large number of jobs due to the agglomeration effect and
the availability of opportunities. It will also have
significant developmental and societal consequences. A
major push for education, health, nutrition and social

decades old. It has two nuclear ballistic missile
submarines, but these are dedicated to strategic
deterrence and not related to the Navy. Besides
Project 751 conventional submarines, India has been
considering the idea of making nuclear-powered
attack submarines, but the idea remains on the
drawing board. Finding space for it in the current
budget would be a daunting proposition.

weight behind the Congress. Consequently,
the grand old party made significant gains in
Malwa, even though the Shiromani Akali
Dal managed to win the elections and regain
power. Such public announcements have
become a thing of the past after Ram Rahim
reportedly scrapped the political wing of the
dera. Nevertheless, politicians still regard
Dera Sacha Sauda as a force to reckon with.
Other major sects, such as Radha Soami
Satsang Beas, Nurmahal Dera and Dera
Sachkhand Ballan, are also being wooed,
notwithstanding their claims of being
apolitical. With the clout of deras cutting
across religious and caste lines, even a subtle
hint from their gurus is enough to convey to
the followers what’s to be done on polling
day. And that’s where the opportunity lies for

various political parties, especially in closely fought
battles.

security infrastructure can be achieved by
creating quality and well-paid jobs for ASHA
(Accredited Social Health Activist) personnel,
anganwadi workers, mid-day meal providers
and midwives.The low participation of women
in the labour force (25 per cent) represents a
significant untapped potential for
employment. This can be addressed by
creating a supportive environment,
implementing maternity and labour laws,
ensuring women'’s safety and providing them
with accommodation and transportation
facilities. The urban unemployment rate is 10.1
per cent, while rural joblessness is at 7.4 per
cent. Therefore, a new policy similar to
MGNREGA should be launched in cities and
urban areas. Additionally, promoting remote
work opportunities can expand the job market,
especially for women and youth in rural areas.

| Improving the employability of the workforce is
crucial for taking advantage of the
demographic dividend. This requires
enhancing the quality of education,
particularly foundational literacy and technical
education. The ASER (Annual Status of Education
Report) raises concerns over education infrastructure in
Haryana, highlighting the need for improvement.
Prolonged unemployment and a lack of skill upgrading
can reduce a person’s employability.There is a
significant skill gap in the state, leading to
unemployment. Therefore, a skill development
revolution is necessary for up-skilling, re-skilling and
adopting innovative processes to meet the new job
requirements. Establishing a knowledge hub in Haryana
with international-level institutions of excellence in
technology, research and innovation can help meet the
modern job market requirements. It will take persistent
and pragmatic policies and political will to overcome this
crisis.
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India shouldn’t take its strong
growth for granted. Ruchir
Sharma explains why

NEW DELHI. Ace Investor and author Ruchir Sharma
indicated that India should not take its strong GDP
growth for granted, citing the consequences faced by
nations that were once economic
powerhouses.Speaking at the India Today Pop-Up
Conclave in Mumbai, Sharma said he remains
optimistic about India’s long-term but stressed the
necessity for ongoing efforts.He warned against taking
economic success for granted, pointing to countries like
Canada, Germany, South Africa, and Chile, once
considered economic stars but now facing
challenges."Never take growth or economic success for
granted," Sharma said.During the session, Sharma
highlighted the need for substantial improvements in
the on-ground environment to attract foreign direct
investment (FDI), highlighting that India's FDI as a
share of the economy stands at just over 1% of GDP,
contrasting it with China's 4%.Sharma pointed out
India's strong wealth creation over the past five years,
predominantly fuelled by domestic investments, with
minimal foreign participation.

Despite boasting the highest number of billionaires
globally, Sharma highlighted that income inequality in
India has reached a "record high."

In addition, Sharma warned of a significant negative
market response if the Bharatiya Janata Party secures
fewer than 250 seats in the Lok Sabha elections.

TRAI holds meeting with
regulators, ministries to
prevent pesky call menace

NEW DELHI. To address the growing menace of
pesky calls in the country, the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) held a meeting with
various stakeholders.Representatives from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Securities Exchange
Board of India (SEBI), Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Department of Telecommunications, and
Ministry of Home Affairs discussed various ways to
tackle the issue. The joint meet was held at TRAI
headquarters on May 21.

“Unsolicited Commercial Communication (UCC) is a
major source of inconvenience to the public and
impinges on the privacy of individuals. UCC is also
adopted for misuse by fraudsters. Various possible
collaborative approaches and measures to deal with
UCC and frauds through telecom resources were
discussed in the meeting,” said TRALI in a statement
on Wednesday.

The discussions included the role of principal entities,
particularly those in the banking, finance, services
and insurance sector, in preventing UCC calls and
messages. They explored how principal entities can
acquire digital consents through a simple and
transparent process using a digital consent
acquisition system established by telecom service
providers, with proper verification via customer
OTPs. Other topics included whitelisting URLs,
links, or call-back numbers in content templates,
controlling fraud using telecom resources, and
further strengthening K'Y C processes.

Nykaa net profit surges 188
per cent to Rs 7 cr; revenue
up 28 per cent at Rs 1,668 cr

BENGALURU. Online fashion retailer Nykaa on
Wednesday reported a 188% jump in net profit to Rs
6.9 crore for March quarter compared to Rs 2.4 crore
in the year-ago period.evenue from operations in Q4
stood at Rs 1,668 crore, up 28% compared to Q4FY23.
Consolidated GMV (gross merchandise value) in
March quarter grew 32% YoY to Rs 3,217
crore. EBITDA margin stood at 5.6% and EBITDA
margin adjusted for ESOP expenses, new business
(GCC operations) and corporate restructuring
expenses expanded to 6.7% for the quarter compared
to 5.5% a year ago. Nykaa Beauty business crossed $1
billion GMV in FY24, arise 0f25% YoY.

Nykaa Fashion GMV saw growth of 27% YoY in FY24
and a growth 0f27% YoY in Q4 FY24. The company’s
board has approved group business restructuring
initiatives towards bringing operational synergies by
streamlining business operations across entities.It has
also approved an investment of Rs 20 crore in FSN
International, a wholly-owned subsidiary of the
company.Nykaa brands in FY24 have crossed Rs
1,500 crore, constituting a significantly scaled
business across mature, mid-size and up & coming
brands in Beauty and Fashion, the company said.

Paytm Q4 loss widens to Rs
550 cr FY24 loss narrows to

Rs 1,422.4 cr

NEW DELHI. Impacted by the disruption caused by
Paytm Payments Bank Ltd (PPBL) on account of RBI
restriction, One97 Communications, the parent firm
of fintech major Paytm, reported a net loss of Rs 550
crore for the quarter ending March of the financial
year 2023-24 (Q4FY24) compared to Rs 167.5 crore
loss reported in the year-ago quarter. The Vijay
Shekhar Sharma-led company’s revenue from
operations registered a marginal decline 0f 2.9% YoY
to Rs 2,267.10 crore, compared to Rs 2,334 crore in
the same period last year.“Our Q4FY24 results were
impacted by temporary disruption on account of UPI
transition etc. and permanent disruption because of
PPBL embargo,” Paytm said in its earnings call. It
flagged that while it experienced some financial
setbacks in Q4 due to these disruptions, the full impact
will be more evident in the first quarter of
FY25.March quarter was the first quarterly result of
Paytm after the RBI barred PPBL from onboarding
new users and from offering various services owing to
non-compliance. Paytm said its management has
determined that the value of the company’s
investment in PPBL is impaired and, accordingly, has
recorded an impairment provision of Rs 209 crore.
For the full FY24, consolidated net loss came at Rs
1,422.4 crore as against Rs 1,776.5 crore loss in FY23.
Revenue from operations grew 25% YoY to Rs
9,977.8 crore in Fy24.

OMCs should bargain with oil producers for
discount: Petroleum minister Hardeep Singh Puri

India has increased its

imports from Russia

due to the attractive

discount offered to

When these overdue sums finally land in

refiners.

NEW DELHI. Domestic oil marketing

companies (OMCs) should come
together and negotiate with oil producing
companies for a good discount on long-
term contracts, said petroleum minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on Wednesday.

Puri, addressing the press, said India holds

the most important card—the market
card—and since it consumes over 5
million barrels a day. “As far as India is
concerned, we are holding one of the
most important cards in your hand, which

is a market card, which means that 5
million plus barrels a day are consumed
in India. Why should the Indian refiners
not want to negotiate a good discount on a
long-term basis,” said the minister.

n India, state-owned companies such as
Indian Oil Corporation (IOCL), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation (BPCL), and
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation

ITR filing 2024-25:

how to get relief on arrear

New Delhi. Arrears bring both relief and

a headache when it comes to filing
taxes. While they signify delayed but
deserved earnings like salary, pension,
or rent from past years, they also mean
added complexities while filing an
income tax return (ITR).

your account, they tag along with tax
implications for the year they are
received.This means they get added to
your total income for the current
financial year, potentially nudging you
into a higher tax bracket and resulting in
a heavier tax bill.For instance, if you
receive arrears of salary in 2023 for
work done in 2022, you might end up
paying a higher tax rate on these arrears
in 2023, which can be a bit of a bummer.

However, there's a provision in the

Income Tax Act, 1961, precisely
Section 89(1), that offers a solution.

This section extends relief to taxpayers

whose tax liability increases due to
arrears. It helps in cutting down the tax
burden, a bit like a tax-saving lifeline.

Lok Sabha elections: BJP's seat wins may
dictate mood on D-Street. Check details

New Delhi. Brokerage firm Bernstein

has expressed optimism about a strong
market rally if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led NDA return to power
for a third term after the Lok Sabha
elections.The brokerage predicted a
potential breach of the 23,000 mark on
the Nifty index if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi secures re-election.
However, Bernstein also anticipated
subsequent profit booking as the
realities of execution and valuations
come into sharper focus.Bernstein
outlined varying scenarios based on
the electoral outcome: a BJP victory
with over 290 seats would trigger an
immediate market rally followed by
profit booking; a win with 260-290
seats may result in mild profit booking;
while 240-260 seats could lead to
moderate to heavy profit booking.In
contrast, if the BJP secures less than
240 seats, Bernstein anticipates a

Go Digit shares opened at Rs
286, marking a premium of
just 5.15%), falling short of
expectations suggested by its
GMP ahead of the listing.

NEW DELHI. Go Digit General Insurance
Limited made a muted debut on the stock
exchanges on Thursday, with its shares
listing flat on the National Stock
Exchange (NSE)he shares opened at Rs
286, marking a premium of just 5.15%,
falling short of expectations suggested by
its GMP ahead of the listing.

On the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), the
stock opened at Rs 281.10, a premium of
3.35% over its issue price. The IPO's price
band was fixed at Rs 258-272 per share.

Should you hold or book profit?

Shivani Nyati, Head of Wealth, Swastika
Investmart Ltd said that the Go Digit
listing is positive, but this performance
falls short of pre-listing expectations and
the grey market premium (GMP) which
suggested a potential gain of around 10%.

"Go Digit's position as the fastest-growing
private non-life insurer by GWP in India
positions it for continued success in the
dynamic insurance market. The

Section 89(1) lets you calculate the tax

Ll

hatis Section 89(1)? ] .
Section 89(1) of the Income Tax Act isa Form 10E is your go-to document if you
want to claim relief under Section 89

for arrears or advance payments.

You can submit Form 10E online via the
e-filing portal and it should be done
before you file your Income Tx Return.

If you want to claim relief on your
arrear/advance income, Form 10E is a
must.Track communication from the
Income Tax department via an
intimation under section 143(1) after
your ITR processing is completed to
know if the IT department has rejected
therelief claimed in your ITR.

life saviour and essentially says that if
you got some overdue money, but it’s
taxable now, we’ll help you with it.Let's
say you received arrears this year, but
they're from the previous year.

liability for the year you received the
arrears and compare it with what you
would've paid if you received the
money in the year it was due. The
difference between the two is your
relief.ITR Filing: How to claim relief
under Section 89(1)?

return of populism and significant
profit booking, potentially leading to
low or negligible returns for the market
this year.Infra, manufacturing stocks to
benefitHighlighting potential sectoral

Bernstein
identifies infrastructure,
manufacturing, domestic cyclicals,
and select financials as likely leaders,
while consumer and IT sectors may
lag.

winners and losers,

company's advanced technology
platform and focus on innovation bode
well for its future," said Nyati.She further
said that Go Digit's moderate listing
necessitates a balanced approach from
investors."While the company possesses
strong long-term potential, careful
consideration of the valuation and
competitive landscape is crucial.
Investors may hold their position by

To unlock this relief, you need to fill

But remember, this relief is only for

Whatis Form 10E?

The firm suggests that small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMIDs)
could outperform large caps in the
short term.Bernstein further
highlighted the government's role in

0 A e
;

focus on manufacturing, a sudden
regime change could lead to a more
direct approach through government
jobs, albeit potentially slowing down
foreign direct investment (FDI) and
manufacturing initiatives.

(HPCL) import the majority of crude oil.
Private refiners, Reliance Industries and
Nayara Energy, also import a significant
amount of crude.As per the government
data, India imported $132.4 billion of
crude oil in FY24 as against $157.50
billion spent in FY23. India is believed to
have saved $25 billion in foreign
exchange in the year ending March 31 as

Here’s

up Form 10E, which acts as your
ticket to tax saving.By availing this
relief, you ensure that your tax rate
aligns more closely with your
average income over the relevant
years, making it fairer.

salary and pension income, not for
business or professional earnings.

against FY23. This saving is attributed to
the discount received on Russian crude
oil imports. India has increased its
imports from Russia due to the attractive
discount offered to refiners.

| owever, BPCL, during an investor call,

indicated that the discount has narrowed
recently. They previously received a
discount of about $8-$10 per barrel on
Russian crude oil last year, but this year’s
discount is expected to be lower,
potentially in the range of $3-$4 or
$3-$6 per barrel.

Therefore, the minister suggested that the

Indian refineries come together to
negotiate with the oil producing
companies for a better discount. He
highlighted the example of a coordinated
move by OPEC+ (the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries), a cartel
of oil-producing countries, to cut down
2.2 billion barrels of crude per day to
check the global crude price. The cut was
what the minister called substantial. He
also said that despite ongoing conflicts in
the world and the continued production
cuts by OPEC, the price of oil is held.

Government sets coal output

target of 1,080 MT for FY25

NEW DELHI. Coal ministry has set an ambitious
target of 1,080 million tonne (MT) of coal
production during the financial year (FY) 2024-
25. The ministry, in a statement, said this target
builds on the strong foundation laid in the
previous two years, where production witnessed
a compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of
over 13%.The ministry achieved its target of over
1 billion tonne for FY?24, exceeding it by a week.
Coal India Limited (CIL), the state-owned
mining giant, is expected to contribute a
significant portion of the target, at 838 MT,
Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SECL)
is projected to produce 72 MT. Captive and other
mines are anticipated to contribute the remaining
170 MT.

The ministry is placing a strong emphasis on
ensuring the quality of coal supplied to

]
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consumers. It has set an even more ambitious
target of achieving 80% grade conformity in

FY25. In 2023, over 76% of samples reportedly

facilitating orderly capital
expenditure, indicating a
favourable outcome for the
NDA in this regard. On the
other hand, the brokerage
suggested that an opposition
victory may prioritise
consumption, albeit with risks
of high inflation and fiscal
indiscipline.Addressing long-
term concerns, Bernstein
suggests that while the
employment problem may be
tackled gradually through a

keeping a stoploss at the issue price," said
Nyati.

Go Digit IPO details

The initial public offering (IPO) of Go Digit
saw an overall subscription of over 9
times on the lat day ofits public issue.

It saw an overall subscription of 9.60 times.
The public issue subscribed 4.27 times in
the retail category, 12.56 times in QIB
category, and 7.24 times in the NII

met the declared grade, leading to substantial
revenue savings for coal companies. To enforce
these quality standards, a ranking system for coal
mines based on grade conformation parameters
has been developed.Additionally, flying squads
from the Coal Controller Organization (CCO)
conduct random inspections to collect samples
and verify coal quality. The ministry is also
pushing for mechanised coal handling
infrastructure. As of last year, only 16% of the
total dispatch by CIL was handled through
mechanised means. This year, the target will
increase to 35%.Finally, the ministry has
undertaken a digitiation initiative. This includes
equipping all coal transport vehicles with GPS
devices, implementing RFID technology for
boom barriers, automating weigh bridges, and
installing a comprehensive CCTV network
connected to a central command center.

Achieves target for FY24

Ministry achieved its target of over 1 billion tonne
for FY24, exceeding it by a week. CIL is
expected to contribute a major portion of the
target at 838 MT, Singareni Collieries Company
(SECL)is projected to produce 72 MT

s The IPO offered 5,28,69,677 shares
but received bids for 50,76,21,455
shares. Go Digit's price band was
fixed at Rs 875-920 per
share.Indian cricketer Virat Kohli
and his wife, Bollywood actor
Anushka Sharma, are shareholders
in the company, according to the
RHP.The former India men's
cricket team captain purchased
2,66,667 equity shares at Rs 75 per
share, investing Rs 2 crore in
February 2020.

Anushka Sharma acquired 66,667
equity shares at the same price,
amounting to an investment of Rs
50 lakh in the company.

The celebrity couple is expected to
see a substantial increase in their
wealth, with returns of over 3.6
times.

Go Digit General Insurance's
promoters include Prem Watsa's

Fairfax Group, Kamesh Goyal, GoDigit

Infoworks Services, and Oben Ventures

LLP.Go Digit IPO was open for

subscription from May 15 to May 17.The

book running lead managers for the Go

Digit IPO are ICICI Securities, Morgan

Stanley India Company, Axis Capital,

Nuvama Wealth Management, HDFC

Bank, and IIFL Securities. Link Intime

India is the registrar for the issue.
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Pune Porsche crash: Order awaited
on teen driver being tried as an adult

New Delhi: A top Pune Police official has said
that an order is awaited on the 17-year-old
boy, who fatally knocked down two
motorcycle-borne software engineers with
his Porsche car in Pune earlier this week, to
be tried as an adult in the case. He was sent to
a Children's Observation Centre for 15 days
until June 5 after a juvenile court cancelled
his bail on Wednesday evening.Previously,
as well, Pune Police had demanded that the
minor accused should be tried as an adult on
the basis of the crime during
prosecution.Pune Police Commissioner
Amitesh Kumar said they had "filed areview
application before the Juvenile Justice
Board to allow the juvenile to be tried as an
adult and also to send him to a remand
home"."The operative order was
communicated to us by the Juvenile Justice
Board and the said juvenile accused has been
sent to the remand home for 15 days, till June
5. The order of him being tried as an adult is
awaited at the moment," he added.Also on
Wednesday evening, the teen driver's

lawyer, Prashant Patil told reporters that a
parameter has been set by the Juvenile
Justice Board for the accused as to what
needs to be done during his 15-day remand
at the correctional home, which includes
counselling bya psychiatrist or a
psychologist."We will get the written order
tomorrow (Thursday)," he added.

The teen was produced before the juvenile

court after a new case was registered against
him under section 185 for driving under the
influence of alcohol.Meanwhile, a sessions
court earlier on Wednesday remanded Vishal
Agarwal (50), the minor's father, and two
employees of Hotel Black Club, Nitesh
Shevani and Jayesh Gavkar, in police
custody till May 24.

Here are the latest developments:
According to lawyer Prashant Patil, the police

told the three-member board during
yesterday's hearing that the teenager should
stay at a rehabilitation home as there could
be a threat to his life if he stayed outside. He
added that the defence opposed the police's

plea.

The process of deciding whether a juvenile

should be treated as an adult accused can
take at least two months as reports from
psychiatrists and counsellors are required,
after which the Juvenile Justice Board

takes a final decision on the case, Patil |

mental or physical illnesses", section 77
deals with supplying a child with
intoxicating liquor or drugs.

The police FIR says that Vishal Agarwal, a real

estate developer, gave his son the luxury

added.The police have registered an |

FIR against the minor under IPC
sections 304 (culpable homicide not
amounting to murder), 304 A (causing
death by negligence), 279 (rash |
driving) and relevant sections of the
Motor Vehicles Act. According to the
police, the teenager was drunk at the
time of the accident on Sunday.A case
against the accused minor's father,
Vishal Agarwal, under sections 75 and
77 of the Juvenile Justice Act, and against
the owner and employees of two bars which
the boy had visited before the accident for
"serving alcohol to an underage
person".While section 75 deals with "willful
neglect of a child, or exposing a child to

sports vehicle despite knowing that the boy
did not have a driving licence, thus
endangering his life, and allowed him to
party even while knowing that he consumed
alcohol.The prosecution demanded police
custody of seven days for Agarwal and the

other two, stating that the police wanted to

investigate why the real estate developer

allowed his son to drive the car which did not

have a number plate.Meanwhile, a political

slugfest has erupted in connection to the
case, with Maharashtra deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis slamming
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi over the
latter's "very cheap attempt to politicise
this incident because, in the Pune incident,
the police took immediate action".

On his part, Rahul Gandhi had said if an
ordinary truck or cab driver were to cause
the accident, he would be jailed for years,
but there was different justice for the son
of a rich man. He further said that
Congress wanted to change this
system.Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi leader

Prakash Ambedkar claimed that police spent
more time asking questions about the
relationship between the two software
engineers who died in the accident, "while
the accused was allegedly served burger and
pizza".

In A First, Indian Air Force
Lands Aircraft Using Night
Vision Goggles

New Delhi: The Indian Air Force (IAF) has, for the first
time, successfully landed an aircraft using night vision
goggles (NVG) on an advanced landing ground in the
Eastern sector. The IAF's official X account shared the
news, stating an "IAF C-130] aircraft carried out a
successful Night Vision Goggles aided landing at an
Advanced Landing Ground in the Eastern sector."

The Eastern sector covers the northeastern states of India
such as parts of Odisha, Jharkhand, Sikkim, West
Bengal and Bihar. It also oversees the protection of a
6300 km long international border with China, Nepal,
Bhutan, Myanmar and Bangladesh.Using NVG
technology, the IAF can now conduct safer and more
effective operations in low-light conditions. This also
enhances the IAF's ability to effectively embark on and
conclude night-time missions.

The IAF uploaded two clips on X. One video showed the
aircraft's smooth landing through NVG, while the other
clip provided a view from inside the aircraft window.
Both clips were in green, which is typical of NVG
visuals.

This operation is part of the [AF's strategy to continuously
improve its skills and “safeguard nation's sovereignty
by enhancing operational reach and defence
preparedness,” they wrote on X. “Har Kaam Desh Ke
Naam,” they added.Earlier this year, the IAF
successfully conducted a night landing by the same
aircraft (C130-J) at the Kargil airstrip. This was the first
time such an operation was carried out at the airstrip,
located near the Line of Control (LoC) in the Ladakh
region.

The Indian Air Force has a history of operating the An-32
multipurpose transport aircraft from the Kargil airstrip,
primarily for civilian transportation between Kargil,
Srinagar, and Jammu, especially during severe winters.
However, until recently, night landing capabilities were
not available at the Kargil airstrip.

Centre Working On
Request To Cancel
Prajwal Revanna's
Diplomatic Passport:
Sources

New Delhi: The Ministry of External Affairs has received
a letter from the Karnataka government for the
cancellation of the diplomatic passport of suspended
Janata Dal Secular MP Prajwal Revanna, official
sources said on Thursday.

The Karnataka government's request to the Centre came
after Prajwal Revanna, who is facing charges of
multiple instances of sexually abusing women, fled the
country using his diplomatic passport last month.

"The MEA has received a letter from the Karnataka
government for cancellation of diplomatic passport in
respect of MP Prajwal Revanna. This is being
processed," official sources said.Prajwal Revanna, who
is former Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda's grandson,
is at the centre of a political storm after hundreds of
explicit videos allegedly featuring him leaked late last
month. The 33-year-old MP faces multiple cases of
rape, sexual harassment, voyeurism and criminal
intimidation.Revanna, who is the NDA nominee for the
Hassan Lok Sabha seat, reportedly fled to Germany on
April 27, hours before the first case was filed against
him.Karnataka police's Special Investigation Team
(SIT) is now probing the high-profile case and a lookout
notice and a Blue Corner notice have been issued to
track Revanna down.In the wake of the allegations,
Prajwal Revanna had said in a social media post on May
1, "As T amnot in Bangalore to attend the enquiry, [ have
communicated to C.I.D Bangalore through my
Advocate. The truth will prevail soon."His father and
Mr Deve Gowda's son HD Revanna, a JDS MLA, is also
accused in cases of molestation and kidnapping. He was
arrested earlier this month and is now out on bail. The
veteran leader faces a case, in which a man has alleged
that he was involved in kidnapping his mother, who
worked as a house help at his home for six years. The
complainant has alleged that a video showing Prajwal
Revanna sexually abusing his mother leaked recently
and his mother went missing soon after.

Calicut-bound IndiGo flight aborts takeoff
from Delhi over safety concerns

New Delhi: A Calicut-bound IndiGo
flight was instructed by the Air Traffic
Controller (ATC) to abort taking off
from Delhi over safety concerns.

According to the airline,
the ATC instruction was
due to a "go-around by
another aircraft on the
parallel runway".IndiGo
flight 6E5913 was
originally scheduled to

takeoff from Delhi at 7.10 _

pm on Wednesday. But as a
result of the incident, the
flight departed the national
capital at 11.03 pm.In a
statement confirming the
development, the airline
said the flight was "aborted
upon instructions from the
ATC due to a go-around by

another aircraft on the parallel

runway".

"The IndiGo aircraft returned to the
terminal, where our team promptly

assisted in transferring passengers to

added.Meanwhile, Air India has
denied it was their aircraft that was

statement that was earlier reported to

alternative aircraft to minimise delay.  be an Air India flight.
We apologise for any inconvenience This is the latest incident concerning an
experienced by our passengers," it  IndiGoairlines flight.

Earlier this month, passengers
clashed with Indigo staff at
the Rajkot International
Airport after the airline had
delayed its Rajkot-Mumbai
flight by more than two
hours.Passengers, who had
waited for over three hours,
grew increasingly restless and
engaged in heated arguments
with airline staff.Last month,
an IndiGo aircraft en route to
Ahmedabad returned to Delhi
due to an issue with the
landing gear, while in March,
the wingtip of an IndiGo

aircraft grazed the wings of an Air
India Express plane at the Kolkata

involved in a go-around on a parallel  airport.
runway.This was in reference to the The wing tips of both planes were
other aircraft referred to in IndiGo's  damaged in the incident.

"EC Is Wrong": P Chidambaram As Poll
Body Raps Congress Over Agniveer Remark

New Delhi: Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Thursday said the
Election Commission was
"egregiously wrong" in directing his
party not to 'politicise' the Agnipath

scheme.

In aposton X, Mr Chidambaram said the
ECl is wrong in directing the Congress
party nt to 'politicise' the Agnipath
scheme."What does 'politicize' mean?

scheme, asserting that it is the

right of an Opposition party to
criticise a policy of the

government.

The Election Commission
Wednesday came down heavily
on the ruling BJP and opposition
Congress, asking them to desist
from campaigning along caste,

community, language,

religious lines.The EC also asked .
Congress not to politicise defence &

and

forces and make potentially 'a N
divisive statements regarding the

socio-economic composition of the
armed forces. The Commission was
referring to remarks made by top
Congress leaders on the Agnipath

Does the ECI mean 'criticise'?
Agniveer is a scheme, a product of the
policy of the government. It is the right
of an Opposition political party to

criticise a policy of the government and
declare that, if voted to power, the
scheme will be scrapped,” the former
Union minister said.'Agniveer' creates
two categories of soldiers who fight

together, and that is wrong, Mr
Chidambaram said.

i _ Agniveer' employs a young man

for for four years and throws
him out without a job and
without a pension, and that is
wrong, he said."Agniveer was
opposed by the Army, yet the
government thrust the scheme
upon the Army, and that is
wrong. Hence, the Agniveer
scheme must be scrapped," he
said."ECI was egregiously
wrong in giving direction to the

Congress party and, as a citizen, it is
my right to say that ECI was
egregiously wrong," Mr Chidambaram
said.

Siddaramaiah requests
PM to cancel Prajwal
Revanna's diplomatic

New Delhi:Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

has written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
requesting the latter to cancel the diplomatic
passport of Hassan MP Prajwal Revanna, who is
absconding after the alleged sex scandal surfaced
last month. Sources told India Today TV that the
Karnataka government's request to cancel
Revanna's diplomatic passport is now under
process by the Ministry of External Affairs.The
state government's request marks an escalation in
its efforts to address allegations against the MP,
who reportedly fled to Germany amidst the
emerging accusations.In his letter dated May 22,
the Chief Minister said "it is shameful" that
Prajwal Revanna "fled the country on April 27
using his diplomatic passport shortly after news of
his heinous actions emerged and just a few hours
before the first FIR was filed against him".

An arrest warrant has been issued against Prajwal

Revanna after several videos of women allegedly
being sexually abused by the 33-year-old
suspended Janata Dal (Secular) leader started
making the rounds ahead of the first phase of Lok
Sabha elections in Karnataka, which took place on
April 26.Revanna, who was the JD(S)-BJP joint
candidate from Haasan, claimed the videos were
morphed. He faces charges of rape, molestation,
intimidation, blackmailing and threatening, while
Interpol has issued a blue corner notice against
him.Meanwhile, Siddaramaiah further mentioned
in his letter that the state government has taken
prompt actions to ensure justice by setting up a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe the
matter."The SIT is investigating the alleged
crimes of Prajwal Revanna against women and is
making efforts to secure the presence of the
accused to face the criminal charges. It is a matter
of serious concern that the accused Prajwal
Revanna has managed to remain in hiding to this
day despite the issue of a Look Out Circular, a blue
corner notice and two ntices by the Investigating
Officer," it said.

"It was disheartening that my previous letter raising
similar concerns on the issue has not, to the best of
my knowledge, been acted upon despite the
gravity of the situation. Therefore, I urge you to
kindly consider this matter with utmost
seriousness and take prompt and necessary actions
to cancel the diplomatic passport of Prajwal
Revanna, under Section 10(3)(h) of the Passport
Act, 1967, or under any other relevant law and
secure his return to the country in the interest of
public."

North India reels under heatwave,
heavy rain in South kills 4 in Kerala

As the blistering heat

in Rajasthan's Barmer, the highest

scorched large parts of

temperature recorded so far this year.
ccording to the IMD's latest weather

the country on

Wednesday, the mercury

bulletin issued today, heatwave to
severe heatwave conditions are very
likely in parts of East and West

Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana and West

surged to 48 degrees Uttar Pradesh from Thursday to April

Celsius in Rajasthan's 26. .
. Meanwhile, a severe heatwave will

Barmer, the highest prevail in Delhi and Madhya Pradesh

temperature recorded so

from Friday to April 26.0n Thursday,

far this vyear.

New Delhi: The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said a severe heatwave
will continue in Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh till May 26, with no respite from
the unrelenting heat at least for the next
four days. Meanwhile, at least four people
were killed in Kerala as heavy rain lashed
the state.As the blistering heat scorched
large parts of the country on Wednesday,
the mercury surged to 48 degrees Celsius

the maximum temperature in Delhi is

Sirsa in Haryana came in second at 47.7
degrees, followed by 46.6 degrees in

expected to soar to 43.4 degrees Celsius, :

an increase of three notches from the
average, while the minimum is likely to
settle at 30.9 degrees, a spike of four
notches from normal.

As a result of the unabated heat, at least 24
places in Delhi, Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, and
Madhya Pradesh recorded maximum
temperatures of 45 degrees Celsius or
above on Wednesday.While the highest
maximum temperature was recorded in
Rajasthan's Barmer at 48 degrees Celsius,

Punjab's Bhatinda; 46.1 degrees in
Gujarat's Kandla; 45 degrees in Madhya
Pradesh's Ratlam and Jhansi in Uttar
and 44.8 degrees in
Maharashtra's Akola.The Met
Department has issued a red warning for
Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
and west Uttar Pradesh,

Pradesh;

Delhi,

emphasising a "very high likelihood" of
heat illness and heatstroke in all ages.
HEAVY RAIN PREDICTED IN
SOUTH INDIA
The IMD has predicted heavy to very
heavy rain in Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Puducherry on
Thursday. The weather office also
predicted downpours in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands for the next seven
days.As a result of the torrential rain in
Kerala, which is expected to continue
till Saturday, the weather office has
issued a red alert for the districts of
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, Kottayam,
Ernakulam, and Idukki.Citing the
Kerala State Disaster Management
Authority, a PTI news report said that
four deaths were reported across the
southern state due to rain-related
incidents.Meanwhile,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam,
Malappuram, Kozhikode, and Wayanad
were under an orange alert, while Kannur
and Kasaragod remain on yellow alert, the
IMD said.
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Netanyahu says 3 nations
recognising Palestine as state
'reward for terrorism'

World. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Wednesday hit out at Norway, Spain and Ireland for their
decisions to recognise a Palestinian state amid the Gaza
war and said it was akin to giving out a "reward for
terrorism".Calling Palestine a "terrorist state",
Netanyahu cited a poll and said that 80 per cent of
Palestinians in the West Bank supported the Hamas
attack on Israel on October 7 last year that triggered the
war in Gaza.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR: LATEST DEVELOPMENTS

Netanyahu said that recognising Palestine as a state would
prompt Hamas to repeat its October 7 attack on Israel.

"The intention of several European countries to recognise
a Palestinian state is a reward for terrorism. 80 per cent
of the Palestinians in Judea and Samaria support the
terrible massacre of October 7. This evil cannot be given
a state. This would be a terrorist state. It will try to repeat
the massacre of October 7 again and again. We will not
consent to this. Rewarding terrorism will not bring peace
and neither will it stop us from defeating Hamas," he
tweeted on Wednesday night.Israel's far-right finance
minister Bezalel Smotrich urged Netanyahu to impose
"harsh punitive measures" against the Palestinian
authority over its "unilateral actions" against the Jewish
state, including cutting off Ramallah financially, The
Times of Israel reported."At the last cabinet meeting,
many ministers, including myself, raised an unequivocal
demand for harsh punitive measures against the
Palestinian Authority for its unilateral actions against
Israel, including its pursuit of unilateral recognition,"
Smotrich wrote to Netanyahu.On the other hand, the US,
which has expressed concerns over Israel's military
action in Rafah and other parts of the Gaza Strip, rejected
the decision by Norway, Spain and Ireland to recognise
Palestine as a state. Washington, which has backed a
two-state solution, said such a scenario should take place
through negotiations.US National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan slammed Smotrich over his plans and warned
that the West Bank would be destabilised due to a
"wrong" strategic decision. He called for an
uninterrupted flow of funds to the Palestinian territory.

Hamas, Houthi leaders, Taliban
deputy PM attend Iran President's

funeral

World Taliban’s Deputy Prime Minister Mullah Baradar,
Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh, and
representatives of the Iranian-backed Houthi group
were among the few leaders that assembled in Tehran
on Wednesday to attend the funeral ceremony of late
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi, foreign minister and
other officials killed in a helicopter crash.

The prayers, attended by thousands of Iranian people,
were led by the country's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.Taliban’s Deputy Prime Minister at Raisi's
funeralThe visit of Haniyeh to Trehran came just two
days after the International Criminal Court’s prosecutor
said he’d seek an arrest warrant for him and others over
the October 7 attack on Israel that sparked the ongoing
Israel-Hamas war.The Iranian president, the country's
foreign minister, and several other officials were found
dead on Monday, May 20, hours after their helicopter
crashed in a foggy, mountainous region in the
northwestern part of the country.

Hamas political leader Haniyeh pays tribute to Raisi

Raisi, 63, and his entourage were heading to Tabriz city
after returning from a visit to a locality on the
Azerbaijan-Iran border on Sunday when the crash
happened.Meanwhile, Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar also arrived on Wednesday to attend the
official ceremony to pay condolences on the death of
Raisi and Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
inahelicopter crash.

UK polls: 43% say Labour leader
Starmer better PM than Sunak, pre-
poll survey suggests

World A day after UK PM Rishi Sunak announced
the date of general elections to be held on July 4, a
pre-poll survey indicated that 43% of the
respondents feel that Labour leader Keir Starmer
would make a better prime minister than Rishi
Sunak.The online Survation poll on voting
intentions conducted on Wednesday and
Thursday with 1000 participants showed Labour
on 48 points, its best since November 2022, and
21 points ahead of the Conservatives on 27.

With the announcement of the general elections
date, political parties were quick to come out with
Starmer vowing to "rebuild Britain" and Sunak
promising to "fight for every vote".'Rebuild
Britain': Starmer promises economic stabilityThe
main opposition Labour Party leader Keir Starmer
in an election video promised economic stability
further urging the voters to "stop the chaos" and
vote for the Labour Party." After 14 years, it's time
for change. Stop the chaos, turn the page, start to
rebuild. Vote Labour," he said."If they get another
five years they will feel entitled to carry on exactly
as they are. Nothing will change," he added.'Fight
for every vote': Sunak seeks another term

Rishi Sunak, who succeeded Liz Truss 49 days after
she lost support of her party, the Conservative
party leader said on Wednesday, "I hope that my
work since I became prime minister shows that we
have a plan and are prepared to take bold action
necessary for our country to flourish."Sunak
intends to keep his promise to "stop the boats"
crossing the Channel, despite the fact that his
controversial plan to deport failed asylum seekers
to Rwanda is still being challenged in court.

The 44-year-old former financier positioned his
party as the safe alternative in an increasingly
perilous world, promising to "fight for every vote"
to close the opinion poll gap.The official
campaign kicks off five weeks before the election.
Parliament will be prorogued, or suspended from
its present session, on Friday, and formally
disbanded next Thursday.The new parliament
will meet on July 9 to elect a new speaker and
swear in MPs. The formal State Opening will
beheld on July 17.

Iran: Raisi is dead but oppression lives on

World. Iran's Ebrahim Raisi was a year
away from the end of his first presidential
term when he died on May 20. Raisi, his
Foreign Minister Hussein
Amirabdollahian, and six other people —
including two pilots — lost their lives
when the helicopter transporting them
went down near the Azerbaijani
border.Raisi "died as a martyr serving his
country," said Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. State media
outlets showed images and videos aimed
to underline Raisi's popularity during his
commemoration. According to the head
of Iran's state broadcaster, millions of
people had rushed to Tehran to attend the
ceremony honoring the late president.

Mandatory griefin Iran

"In a country where there are no real polls
and free elections, they are forced to seek
legitimacy in crowds around coffins,"
exiled Iranian journalist Mohammad
Javed Akbarin commented in an online
post. The right to free assembly,
according to Akbarin, is not guaranteed to
all Iran's citizens.Indeed, after Raisi's
death was confirmed, Iran's judiciary
warned that "any acts of protest which
jeopardize national security and hurt the
emotions of grievers will be
punished."The case of reporter Manizheh
Moazen shows this is no idle threat. After
Raisi's death, she reposted a tweet

emphasizing the president's role in the
mass executions of political prisoners in
the 1980s."Due to my reaction to the
death of Ebrahim Riasi, the judiciary has
opened a case against me," she wrote on
X, formerly Twitter. A career built on
blood"Raisi never regretted his actions,"
Iranian writer and activist Shadi Amin
told DW. The activist, currently based in
Germany, focuses on helping people
from Iran's LGBTQ+ community and
other minority groups."For over 40 years,
Raisi has always been playing an

important role in implementing the
policies of the Islamic Republic,
predominantly in suppressing the civilian
population," she added.Raisi was 63
years old when he died. He started
building his career early, joining the
judiciary as a young cleric immediately
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, and
quickly making his way into the so-called
death commission responsible for killing
thousands of political prisoners. He then
continued his career as a judge, becoming
chief justice in 2019, and eventually

president in 2021.In an interview
following the 2021 election, Raisi
defended his record in Iran's
judiciary."If a judge, a prosecutor or a
lawyer defend the people's security,
they should be praised for it," he told
reporters, commenting on the mass
killings in the 1980s.EU condolences
'big disappointment'As president,
Raisi played a key role in suppressing
the protests against the Iranian regime
that kept flaring up across the country,
most recently after the death of Jina
Mahsa Amini in September 2022.

"He called for the implementation of
misogynic law including the
mandatory headscarves for women,"
according to Shadi Amin.At the same
time, Shadi Amin points out that Iran's
religious leaders have the last word on

practically any topic in the country."In
recent years, there have been enough
people who, like Raisi, have been
brought in this system and are ready to act
against the civilian population in harsh
and brutal ways," said Amin. "The only
thing I regret are the condolences coming
from the European Union and
international organizations for a mass
murder such as him. This is a big
disappointment for Iranian women and
its population.”

Nikki Haley says she will vote for Donald
Trump in US presidential poll

Washington Former Republican
presidential contender Nikki Haley
said on Wednesday that she will vote
for Donald Trump in the November
election, despite lobbing harsh
criticism at her former rival for
months on the campaign trail. There
has been immense speculation on
who will receive the votes of
Haley's supporters in the November
5 general election rematch between
Trump and Democratic President
Joe Biden.

While Haley dropped her bid for the
Republican presidential nomination
in March, her name has remained on |
the ballot and she still routinely *
wins well over 10 per cent of the
vote in state-run primary contests
despite no longer campaigning.Many
of those votes are cast by Republicans
and independents dissatisfied with
Trump, and some Democrats have
begun courting their support.Haley,
who served as the US ambassador to
the United Nations for two years when
Trump was in office, never seriously

challenged the former president for the
nomination, winning only one state
and the District of Columbia before
ending her campaign. But her fierce

attacks on his character and
competence in the final months of her
campaign made Haley the standard
bearer for the dwindling anti-Trump
wing of the Republican Party. Trump
has not been perfect on these policies.
I've made that clear many, many times.
But Biden has been a catastrophe. So |
will be voting for Trump," Haley told

an audience during a question-and-

answer session on Wednesday at the

Washington-based Hudson Institute, a

conservative think tank.

The comments followed a speech
on foreign policy, and the event
marked Haley's first public
appearance since dropping
out.When she ended her
campaign, she did not endorse
Trump, and she still has not
formally done so.

In the past, she has called on
Trump to reach out to her
supporters and earn their votes
- comments she repeated on
Wednesday."Trump would be
smart to reach out to the

millions of people who voted for me

and continue to support me and not
assume that they're just going to be
with him," Haley said.Trump's
campaign has generally dismissed
those calls, alleging that Haley's
supporters tend to vote for Democrats,
even as many are registered
Republicans.

In new video shared by Israel, Hamas tells
woman hostage 'you're so beautiful

World Israel has shared a graphic
footage of kidnapping of seven
female Israeli soldiers by Hamas
terrorists during the October 7 attack.
The video was released by the
Hostages Families Forum.“They have
been held hostage by Hamas terrorists
for more than 230 days (8 months).
Think of what that means for these
young women,” the X account of
Israel said as it shared the over 3-
minuted long video.The five female
soldiers were allegedly abducted from
the Nahal Oz base. The harrowing
footage, captured by body cameras
worn by the attackers, reveals the
kidnappings of Liri Albag, Karina
Ariev, Agam Berger, Daniella Gilboa,
and Naama Levy, as per areport by the
Times of Israel.In the video, five
women, some still in their pyjamas,
are seen lined up against a wall by the
Hamas terrorists. Their hands are tied

and some have blood on their faces.

the women and saying: "Here are the
girls, women, who can get pregnant.
These are the Zionists.""You are so
beautiful," he is heard telling one of
the hostages.The video shows the
women being made to sit down on the
floor. One of the hostages is heard
telling the terrorists: “I have friends in
Palestine”.

'Our brothers died because of you, we

will shoot you all,) the Hamas
terrorists are heard saying.The video
further shows the women being
loaded into a jeep one by one.The
Hostages Families Forum released the
video with hopes of urging the Israeli
government to resume negotiations
immediately.

Relatives of the five soldiers note that

the publicly broadcast three-minute
clip is a heavily censored version of

the original 13-mi

One of the terrorists is seen pointing at “The disturbing video has been the

reality of Agam, Daniella, Liri,
Naama, Karina, and 123 other
hostages for 229 days. The video is a
damning testament to the nation’s
failure to bring home the hostages,
who have been forsaken for 229 days.
The Israeli government must not
waste even one more moment — it
must return to the negotiating table
today!” the forum said in a statement.

Eli Albag, Liri’s father, told a local
media outlet that the original footage
is 13 minutes long.“This is the most
sensitive version... and still terribly
harsh. We are exposing ourselves and
our daughters. We went back and forth
over and over about whether to
release it. Three of the mothers have
not seen the footage, are not prepared
to see the footage, cannot bear to see
the girls [in the footage].”

Lovisiana moves to criminalise
possession of abortion drugs
without prescription

L Baton Rouge,Baton Rouge,ouisiana lawmakers
on Tuesday advanced a bill that would make it a
crime to possess two abortion-inducing drugs
without a prescription, a move that doctors fear
could prevent them from adequately treating
their patients in a timely manner.Under the bill,
which aims to reclassify mifepristone and
misoprostol, pregnant patients would still be able
to possess the drugs with a valid prescription. But
in a state with one of the country’s highest
maternal mortality rates, doctors fear the
legislation would have chilling effects.More
than 200 doctors signed a letter to lawmakers
saying the measure could produce a “barrier to
physicians’ ease of prescribing appropriate
treatment” and cause unnecessary fear and
confusion among both patients and doctors. The
bill heads to the Senate next.“These medications
touch on maternal health, which, as we've all
discussed for several years now, is really bad in
Louisiana,” state Rep. Mandie Landry, a
Democrat, said as she argued against
reclassification of the drugs. “In their (doctors')
view, this (measure) will have very bad effects.”

The US Food and Drug Administration approved
mifepristone in 2000 to end pregnancy, when
used in combination with misoprostol. The pills
also have other common uses, including to treat
miscarriages, induce labor and stop obstetric
hemorrhaging.

The US Supreme Court heard arguments in March
on behalf of doctors who oppose abortion and
want to restrict access to mifepristone. The
justices did not appear ready to limit access to the
drug, however.Under the measure, doctors
would need a specific license to prescribe
mifepristone and misoprostol, and the drugs
would have to be stored in certain facilities that in
some cases could end up being located far from
rural clinics. Opponents say such restrictions
could cause delays in doctors prescribing and
patients obtaining the drugs.The bill, with the
amendment, passed in Louisiana’s GOP-
controlled House, 66-30.Louisiana has a near-
total abortion ban in place, which applies both to
medical and surgical abortions. The only
exceptions to the ban are if there is substantial
risk of death or impairment to the mother if she
continues the pregnancy or in the case of
“medically futile” pregnancies, when the fetus
has a fatal abnormality.

Currently, 14 states are enforcing bans on abortion
at all stages of pregnancy, with limited
exceptions.

Although it is already a crime in Louisiana to be
given medication to induce an abortion, a recent
survey found that thousands of women in states
with abortion bans or restrictions are receiving
abortion pills in the mail from states that have
laws protecting prescribers.

US confirms second human case of bird flu, dairy worker infected

Chicago/Washington. A second human
case of bird flu has been confirmed in the
US since the virus was first detected in
dairy cattle in late March, officials said on
Wednesday. The infection of a dairy
worker in Michigan expands the outbreak
of the virus that has circulated in poultry
for years, though the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
said the risk to the public remains low.The
CDC told reporters on a call it had not
seen evidence of human to human
transmission of bird flu and that it had
tested close to 40 people since March,
including the Michigan worker.All the
people who were tested were connected
to or had exposures on a dairy farm, the
CDC said.A Texas dairy worker was
confirmed to be infected in
April.Michigan and Texas are among
nine states that have reported bird flu in
dairy herds. Scientists have said they
believe the outbreak is more widespread
based on US Food and Drug
Administration findings of H5SN1 virus
particles in about 20 per cent of retail milk
samples.Similar to the Texas case, the
patient in Michigan only reported eye
symptoms, the CDC said. The Michigan
worker had mild symptoms and
recovered, according to the state's
Department of Health and Human
Services.The worker had regular
exposure to livestock infected with bird
flu, the Department said. The leading

hypothesis is that the case was a result of
cow to human transmission, according to
the CDC.The agency said "similar
additional human cases could be
identified" given high levels of the virus
in raw milk from infected cows, and the
extent of the spread in dairy
cows.Influenza experts said the
second case associated with
exposure to dairy cattle was
concerning."It is worrisome that
the virus is spreading widely in
cows because this can lead to
changes in the virus that could
potentially increase human
susceptibility," said Scott Hensley,
an influenza vaccine expert at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Bird flu has caused serious or fatal
infections globally among people
in close contact with infected wild
birds or poultry, and cientists have
long viewed the virus as being capable of
causing a global health crisis."It doesn’t
appear to be the start of a pandemic but we
urgently need to assess if additional
human cases have occurred," said Dr
Angela Rasmussen, a virologist at the
University of
Saskatchewan.FINANCIAL SUPPORT
FOR FARMERS, VACCINE
DISCUSSIONS

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
said it believes unpasteurised milk is the
primary vector for transmitting the virus
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among cows, though officials do not
know exactly how it spreads.To limit
transmission in cattle, the USDA in late
April started requiring dairy cows to test
negative before being shipped across
state lines.The USDA will provide
financial support to farmers whose herds

.........

have not tested positive for avian flu for
developing and implementing
biosecurity and testing measures, said
senior adviser Eric Deeble.The agency
will also retroactively compensate

wide enough to capture them."Nirav Shah,
the CDC's principal deputy director, said
the agency received the Michigan patient
sample on Tuesday and confirmed the
positive test result that evening.
Investigators are looking into whether the
worker was wearing or was offered
protective equipment.A nasal
swab from the worker tested
negative for influenza in the
state, but an eye swab was
shipped to the CDC and tested
positive for the bird flu virus,
the agency said.The CDC said
| it recommended isolation, not
: quarantine, for close contacts
t of the person who tested
. positive for avian flu. It added

that close contacts of exposed

workers will be offered
' antiviral drugs.

The US is in "active
conversations" with mRNA vaccine
makers Pfizer and Moderna on a potential
vaccine for humans, a US Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS)
official said.

farmers for lost milk due to infected herds, [ ast week, the US government started the

Deeble said."It’s likely that there will be
several cases that emanate from exposure
to infected cows and their milk amongst
farmworkers," said Dr Amesh Adalja, an
infectious disease expert at the Johns
Hopkins Center for Health Security.

"The key thing is to make sure that testing is

process of manufacturing about 4.8
million doses of vaccine matched to the
currently circulating strain of H5N1, a
move that Dawn O’Connell, assistant
secretary for preparedness and response
at HHS said "further strengthens our
preparedness posture".
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Virat Kohli reflects on RCB’s journey
in IPL 2024: Played for our own self-
respect

New Delhi . Virat Kohli reflected on RCB’s
journey after the team crashed out of IPL
2024. On Wednesday, May 22, the
Challengers were shown the door of
elimination as they lost to Sanju Samson’s
RR by 4 wickets in the Eliminator at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad. At
one point in time, RCB were struggling to
get off the bottom of the table.

Needing to win all their last 6 matches in the
league phase, they went on a winning-spree
and made their way through to the playoffs.
Kohli admitted that RCB were not up to the
mark in the initial stages before they found
their feet.“Our performance in the first half
of the season was under-par. The standards
that we have as cricketers, we were not
living up to them. And then, we just started
expressing ourselves, started playing for our
own self-respect and then the confidence
came back,” Kohli said in a video uploaded
on RCB’s social media handles. Took a lot
of character and heart’

Earlier, RCB beat the mighty CSK by 27 runs
at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru. The knock not only took the
Challengers to the playoffs, but also
knocked the Super Kings out of the playoffs
race.“The way we turned things around and
qualified was truly special, something that I
will always cherish and remember because it
took a lot of character and heart from each
member of the team, something that we can
be proud of. Eventually we played how we
wanted to play,” Kohli said.

IPL 2024 Qualifier 2: R Ashwin
wary of ‘fearless’ SRH in tough
‘challenge’

New Delhi. R Ashwin said that RR have a
tough challenge in hand when they face SRH
in the IPL 2024 Qualifier 2 on Friday, May 24
at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai. On Wednesday, the Royals beat Faf
du Plessis’ RCB by 4 wickets in the
Eliminator and stayed alive in the
competition.

The Sunrisers will go into the game after losing
to Shreyas Iyer’s KKR by 8 wickets in the
Qualifier 1 at the Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad. However, Ashwin did not wish
to undermine the Sunrisers given their
overall form in the ongoing edition of the T20
league.SRH have been the team to beat this
time in the IPL. They have played fearless
cricket and to take them on is going to be a
challenge for us, but we will up our best
performance,” Ashwin said in a video on
IPL’s official website.“We wanted to show
some character’Sanju Samson, the RR
skipper, in the meantime, admitted that his
team was under a bit of pressure after going
winless in their last 5 league matches. The
captain said that he was overwhelmed to see
how the Royals responded in crisis by
showing guts and character.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Points
Table and Standings | 2024 IPL Full Schedule

“Losing 4 out of 4 and then having the game in
Guwahati definitely raised a lot of questions,
alot of doubts were coming up in the dressing
room, but I am proud of the way we
responded. We wanted to show some
character. Each and every one in the team
stepped up and [ am very happy for them,” he
added.Against RCB, the Royals chased
down a challenging target of 173 with 6 balls
left in their innings. Ashwin won the Player
of the Match award after he finished with
figures of 4-0-19-2. Avesh Khan, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Samson, Riyan Parag and Shimron
Hetmyer also chipped in with useful
contributions.

Lookman hat-trick fires Atalanta to
Europa League, ends Leverkusen's
unbeaten run

DUBLIN, IRELAND. Ademola Lookman
scored a stunning hat-trick as Atalanta
ended Bayer Leverkusen's 51-match
unbeaten run to win the Europa League final
3-0 on Wednesday and claim their first
trophy for 61 years.Lookman became the
first player to score a hat-trick in a European
final since 1975 to secure Atalanta's first
ever continental trophy.The side from
Bergamo have long lived in the shadow of
nearby giants AC and Inter Milan.

However, they have enjoyed a golden era
under Gian Piero Gasperini, reaching the
Champions League on four occasions, and
now have silverware to show for it.

"To win it with Atalanta is perhaps one of the
football fairytales that rarely gives scope for
meritocracy," said Gasperini."It doesn't
always come down to cold hard numbers or
super leagues but shows teams without huge
budgets can achieve big things."

Leverkusen have made a habit of late
fightbacks in their remarkable run to
winning a first ever Bundesliga title without
tasting defeat.Butthis time they failed to dig
themselves out of a hole created by a slow
start."It's a shame that the time it didn’t
work out for us was in a final," said
Leverkusen midfielder Granit Xhaka.

"It's bitter, definitely, we lost a final today but
we go on and we'll make up for it on
Saturday (in the German Cup
final).Atalanta's more purposeful play in the
opening stages was rewarded after just 12
minutes.zvide Zappacosta got to the by-line
and Lookman caught Exequiel Palacios
napping to fire into the top corner at the back
post.The Nigerian has at times endured a
nomadic career, bouncing around the lower
reaches of the Premier League on loan
spells at Fulham and Leicester after being
discarded by RB Leipzig.

New

Ricky Ponting reveals being offered India

Head Coach Role:

«Former Avustralia cricketer

Ricky Ponting reveals that
he was offered the job of
being India’s head coach
by the BCCl who invited
applications for the role

on May 13.

New Delhi . Legendary Australia cricketer
Ricky Ponting revealed that he was recently
offered the job to be India’s next head coach
by the BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in
India). Notably, the Indian board is on a hunt
for the replacement of incumbent coach
Rahul Dravid with his contract expiring at
the end of the upcoming T20 World Cup
2024.Ever since the BCCI invited
applications for the role on May 13, there
have been widespread reports of several
foreign cricketers being approached to take

up the job with Ponting being one of them.
Reacting to the reports, the former Australia
captain disclosed that he was involved in
conversations with the BCCI officials
regarding the position.

"I've seen a lot of reports about it. Normally
these things pop up on social media before
you even know about them, but there were a
few little one-on-one conversations during
the IPL, just to get a level of interest from me
as to whether I would do it,” Ponting was
quoted as saying by ICC.Further speaking

ahead, the 49-year-old expressed his
eagerness to take up the coaching role of a
senior men’s team. However, he revealed
that being on the road with a national team
doesn’t fit into his lifestyle at the moment as
he intends to spend time with his family.

"I'd love to be a senior coach of a national
team, but with the other things that I have in
my life and wanting to have a bit of time at
homea€aeveryone knows if you take a job
working with the Indian team you can't be
involved in an IPL team, so it would take that

Andy Flower opens up on prospect of India
Head Coach role: "Would not

Delhi. Former Zimbabwe
Cricketer and RCB head coach Andy f
Flower revealed that he hasn’t applied
for the position of the India Head
Coach nor does he intend to apply for
the role. Notably, the BCCI (Board of
Control for Cricket in India) is seeking
applications for the role of head coach
of the national side with Rahul
Dravid’s tenure ending after the
upcoming T20 World Cup 2024.There
are a few foreign cricketers who are
being considered as the front-runners
for the much-coveted position and hence,
Flower was also asked about his interest in
the role. The 56-year-old revealed that he
isn’t looking to take up the job and is content
with his involvement in franchise leagues at
the moment.

"I have not applied and I would not be

applying for the job. I am happy with my
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involvement in the franchise league at the
moment. I am really enjoying it. It is
fascinating stuff and I have worked with
some amazing organisations and [ am happy
with that at the moment," said Flower in the
post-match press conference after RCB’s
loss against LSG in the Eliminator game of
IPL 2024.Flower's successful tenure as
England coachNotably, Flower served as the

be applying’

head coach for England from 2009-
2014 and had a successful stint with
the side. He coached Three Lions to
their maiden T20 World Cup title in
2010, with four Ashes wins which
also saw them climb to the top of the
ICC Test rankings in 2011. The
former Zimbabwe cricketer also
coached Trent Rockets to a title win
in ‘The Hundred’in 2022.
Meanwhile, former Australia captain
Ricky Ponting has been also
approached by the BCCI for the head
coach role. However, the legendary
cricketer is unlikely to take up the job as he
revealed that he intends to spend more time
with his family.Apart from him, former
Australia cricketer and head coach Justin
Langer, former New Zealand skipper and
current CSK head coach Stephen Fleming
and former India opener Gautam Gambhir
have been also reportedly approached by the
Indian Cricket board for the role.
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Atalanta win Europa League after Ademola

Lookman’s stunning hat-trick in final

New Delhi, A stunning Ademola Lookman

hat-trick handed Atalanta the Europa League
title on Wednesday, just the second major
trophy in their 117-year history after a 3-0
win over Bayer Leverkusen that ended the
German champions' remarkable unbeaten
streak.

Lookman, who struggled to establish himself

in the English Premier League with Everton,
Fulham and Leicester City before reviving
his career in Italy under Atalanta coach Gian
Piero Gasperini, struck twice inside the first
26 minutes before sealing the win 15 minutes
from fulltime.

The victory ended Gasperini's own two-decade
long pursuit of major silverware as his side

totally outmatched Xabi Alonso's formidable
Leverkusen side - or 'Neverlusen' as they had
been dubbed after going an incredible 51
games unbeaten.But just as they did against
Premier League heavyweights Liverpool
and three-times finalists Olympique de
Marseille in the previous two rounds,
Atalanta didn't give their opponents a sniff to
mark their first European final with a famous
victory.

We deserved it’

"We needed to be attacking, it was not enough
just to defend. We know these teams are great
at attacking. Everyone was extraordinary,"
Gasperini told Sky Sports Italia, referring to
the teams his side beat to become the first
Italian winners of the competition since
Parma 25 years ag"The way we did it was the
most important thing, we deserved it without
a shadow of a doubt against such a strong
team. Winning the Europa League is an
extraordinary achievement."

Leverkusen had only failed to score once
during the run that featured 42 wins in all
competitions and 17 goals scored in or after
the 90th minute, but there was no such
comeback on Wednesday against the
resolute Atalanta backline.

'There were a few talks'

out of it as well. Also, a national head coach
is a 10 or 11-month of the year job, and as
much as I'd like to do it, it just doesn't fit
into my lifestyle right now and the things
that I really enjoy doing,” he added.Stephen
Fleming, Langer and Gambhir also being
approachedNotably, Ponting has
previously served the role as Australia’s
assistant coach in 2019 and also as the T201I
coach of the side on an interim basis.
However, he’s yet to take a full-time
coaching job of a national side. In the
Indian Premier League, he’s been serving
as the head coach of DC since 2018.Apart
from him, there have been a few other
names which’ve popped up regarding the
Indian Head coach role such as Ponting’s
former Australia teammate and former
Australia head coach Justin Langer. Former
New Zealand cricketer and current CSK
head coach Stephen Fleming, former Sri
Lanka cricketer who also served as the head
coach of MI have been also reportedly
contacted by the BCCI. Among India
cricketers, former India opener Gautam
Gambhir who’s serving as the mentor of
KKR in IPL 2024 has been also offered the
job as per reports.

RCB have let themselves

down horribly despite a
late comeback in IPL
2024: Kevin Pietersen

New Delhi. Former England captain Kevin
Pietersen launched a scathing attack on
RCB's inconsistent run in IPL 2024 after
Bengaluru lost to RR in Eliminator to crash
out of the league on Wednesday. Notably,
the Royals ended Bengaluru's roller-coaster
run in the Indian Premier League with a
scratchy four-wicket win in the Eliminator
on Wednesday.

ietersen analysed the team's inconsistency,
pointing out the stark contrast between their
initial struggles and their late surge in form.
Despite reaching the playoffs 10 times,
RCB are amongst the only three teams from
the inaugural edition to have not won a title,
along with Punjab and Delhi."From
Bengaluru's point of view, they can take a lot
of heart from how they played over the last
sort of 4 to 5 weeks. But they've also got to
stay to themselves. What on earth happened
for the first month of the tournament?"
Pietersen remarked.IPL 2024 Full Coverage
| IPL 2024 Points Table and Standings | 2024
IPL Full Schedule

Can’texpecttowin 7, 8, or 9 games

The former England captain's remarks
highlighted Bengaluru's late comeback,
which saw them string together impressive
performances after a dismal start. Pietersen
emphasised the improbability of
maintaining such winning streaks, saying,
"Because you can't expect yourselfto win 7,
8, or 9 games in a row. It just doesn't happen.
You have to create history."

Despite winning six consecutive matches, he
urged RCB to reflect on their early setbacks,
which ultimately hampered their
chances.Detailing the logistical challenges
and the demanding schedule, Pietersen
added, "Get up today and then go to Chennai
flight tomorrow at some stage and then beat
Hyderabad in Chennai on Friday night,
okay, and then wake oppression and do what
on Saturday today and then KK are
replaying brilliant cricket on Sunday." His
comments underscore the relentless nature
of the tournament and the pressure teams
face.

It's unfortunate

Reflecting on the broader implications of
RCB's performance, Pietersen expressed
sympathy for the franchise and its
supporters."l think RCB have let
themselves down horribly again this season.
And, it's unfortunate for such a wonderful
franchise with such brilliant players because
of'the fan base," he stated. Pietersen pointed
to the passionate celebrations following the
women’s team’s success to illustrate the
deep connection between the team and its
fans.

Stalwart Dinesh Karthik will have an incredible
career as a commentator: Robin Uthappa

«IPL 2024: Dinesh Karthik's former

teammates Robin Uthappa and R
Ashwin congratulated him on an
'incredible’ career in the Indian Premier
League. Karthik hinted at retirement
after RCB lost to the Royals in the
Eliminator in Ahmedabad on May 22.

New Delhi.As Dinesh Karthik hinted at
bringing the curtains down on his celebrated
Indian Premier League campaign after
RCB's heartbreaking defeat in the IPL 2024
Eliminator, congratulatory messages started
pouring in for the 38-year-old wicketkeeper.
Karthik received a guard of honour from his
teammates at the Narendra Modi Stadium on
Wednesday after RCB lost to Rajasthan by 4
wickets and ended their resurgent

run.Dinesh Karthik did not officially
confirm his retirement from the IPL, but
had said before the season that IPL 2024
would be his last. Karthik acknowledged
the support from the crowd after RCB's
match on Wednesday by taking a lap
around the ground. He shared an
emotional hug with Virat Kohli, who also
led the guard of honour in a heartwarming
gesture.

Robin Uthappa, speaking to JioCinema
after RCB's exit, heaped praise on Dinesh
Karthik, lauding the Tamil Nadu batter for
an 'incredible' IPL career. Uthappa also
said that Karthik, who has been involved
in commentary stints, would have a

glittering career behind the microphone.Of

course, he will have a long career behind the
mic. What a stalwart of the game, of the IPL!
He will be very emotional today. It's never
easy to close down a career. To be able to do
it, in front of his fans, in this run with the IPL
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with the kind of comeback that RCB have
made. It's an absolute dream run," Uthappa
said.

"Congratulations DK. Incredible career. And
there's one waiting for you on the other side
of the mic," he added. ASHWIN LAUDS
DINESH KARTHIK

Dinesh Karthik is set to finish his IPL
career with 4842 runs in 257 matches -
a proud tally of runs that puts him in
the top 10 in the all-time list. Karthik
has played for as many as six teams
over his decorated IPL career and
ended with a flourish at RCB, playing
the finisher's role to perfection for
them.Notably, Karthik began
commentary stints n 2021 and won
praise for his wonderful work behind
the microphone. After a sensational
season with RCB in 2022, he returned
to the senior national team and played
the T20 World Cup in 2022."He has
been fantastic in the box. As a
commentator, he has been wonderful. I
believe since he became a commentator, he
has become a better player as well. I think
you guys are egging him on in the comm
box, and it's pushed him," his Tamil Nadu
teammate R Ashwin said, speaking to St
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| Childhood Photo With
gKamal Haasan, Sarika Viral

X : ; hruti Haasan is one of the most sought-after actresses in

Telugu, Hindi and Tamil films. She often posts her
pictures and videos on social media that set the internet
abuzz. Recently, she posted a rare photo from her
childhood that made fans’ hearts flutter on her
Instagram story. The story, however, is now not
available. In the photo, Shruti Haasan is seen in the
arms of her father, South star Kamal Haasan. He is
standing alongside her mother, actress Sarika. The
photo is believed to have been captured in Kamal
Haasan’s native village Paramakudi. The photo

has been doing the rounds on social media.

Shruti Haasan’s fans were glad to get this rare
glimpse of her childhood, something they don’t
get to see often. She is active on social media
though and keeps sharing updates about her life, be

i t

celebrati
ng her
dad’s
birthday or
welcoming
the New Year.
Shruti Haasan
loves spending
time with family,
proving how
important they are
to her.
Shruti Haasan is
known for films |
such as Luck,
Salaar, Race Gurram,
and 7aum Arivu. She has
a few films in the pipeline
including Sabaash
Kundu, Dacoit: A
Love Story, Salaar 2,
Rashna: The Ray of Light, and an untitled film with Lokesh
Kanagaraj. Written and directed by Kamal Haasan,
Sabaash Kundu stars Kamal Haasan and Shruti Haasan
in the leading roles. With music composed by
Ilaiyaraaj, the cinematography of the film is
handled by Jayakrishna Gummadi. The film is
expected to be released this year. Salaar 2 stars
Prabhas, Prithviraj Sukumaran, and Shruti
Haasan in the lead roles. Other actors
including Jagapathi Babu, Shruthi, and
Ahamed Danial Al Fayed will also be seen
in important roles. The film is backed by

Aaditi Pohankar 7

Channels Her Inner Mermaid In A Drape Dress ~ §

ﬁ ctress Aaditi S Pohankar is one of the most glamorous divas in Bollywood, Marathi and Tamil cinema.

- i

Recently, she uploaded a few pictures that took the internet by storm. In the photos, the actress can be seen

donning a beige sleeveless cut-out dress and looking gorgeous. The photos are now going viral on the
internet. The caption of the post reads, “Say it.”She wore a minimal makeup look with perfectly drawn eyebrows,
pink-tinted cheeks, lashes on the mascara, and a nude lip shade. The actress rounded off her look in the drape dress
with open wavy tresses. The pictures are shot in an outdoor picturesque backdrop.

Several social media users have commented on the post. One user wrote, “The Dream Girl.” Another user
commented, “Oh I love this set!” “Damn Damn Gorgeous,” added another person. One user also wrote,
“Fantabulous.”Some time back, Aaditi Pohankar dropped a few photos in a cut-out red dress. The actress looked
fab as she struck a few stellar poses for the lens. The caption of the post read, “Fly me to the moon and hold my

- hand where I don’t see anyone but
you, walk me to the top of the
ocean where [ dive into the
ocean of love with you.”

Aaditi S Pohankar started
working in the Hindi film
industry with LSD: Love,

Sex Aur Dhokha (2010). She
got her first big break in the
Marathi film Lai Bhaari
alongside Riteish
Deshmukh, where she
played a negative role. Her
performance earned her the
IMFAA Award for Best
Debutant Female. She
made her debut in Tamil

Gemini Ganeshanum

Suruli Raajanum.
Pohankar debuted in Tamil
films with Gemini Ganeshanum Suruli Raajanum (2017). She also starred in the Hindi Netflix series She
(2020), playing the lead role of Bhumika Pardeshi. The story was written by Imtiaz Ali and Divya Johry.
Later that year, Pohankar joined the popular web series Aashram (2020) and appeared in all its seasons. Her
performance earned her a nomination for Best Supporting Actress at the Bollywood Life OTT Awards in
2021.She also appeared in movies like Truckbhar Swapna (2018) and Typecaste (2017). In 2020, Pohankar
was ranked 47th in The Times Most Desirable Women list.

cinema with the movie | _| S —~—

Maaya Sivaa Directorial

Malayalam Film The Mistaker
Who? To Release On May 31

: L4
ilmmaker Maaya Sivaa is set to release an
exciting horror-thriller titled The Mistaker
Who?, starring her son, Adithyadev. As per
the new updates, the film is expected to hit the
theatres this month. According to reports, the
film is being directed by Mayaa Sivaa and her
husband Sivaa Nair. Their son, Adithyadev will
be seen as the lead. According to the makers,
the film is releasing in theatres on May 31. The
protagonist of the film, Adithyadev, took to
Instagram to announce the film’s release.
Sharing the official trailer of the film, he wrote
in the caption, “THE MISTAKER WHO?

FROMMAY 31,IN THEATRES.”

The trailer introduces the viewers to the

protagonist, played by Adithyadev. He is a man
who has set out on a journey of violence and
revenge, against the ones who wronged his
family. It promises good scare as well as some
good old action. The film will follow
Adithyadev’s character and how he deals with
his enemies and circumstances, promising a
messy psychological ride.

The cast of the films also includes Daya, Arya,

Advocate Rajeev Kulikileri, Sreelatha, and
Ramani. They will be supported by Reshma,
Christina, Jaya, Ramavarma, Bipin, Biju,
Vineesh, Maniyan Srivaraham and Subramani.
Maaya Sivaa is not only the director of the film,
but she has penned the story and screenplay of
the release, while also being its producer. It is
made under the banner of Adithyadev Films.
According to more reports, the film is shot in
the striking locations of Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala.Maaya Sivaa has also handled its lyrics,
music and costume designing. Adithyadev has
also taken up the task of editor and
cinematographer for the release. Prior to The
Mistaker Who? Adithydev has worked in films
like Dhan and Made in Trivandrum, both made
under the direction of his mother, Maaya Sivaa.
Last year in September, the makers unveiled the
first official poster of the film, featuring
Adithyadev.

Kriti Sanon Reveals Her

Fangir] Moment With Gerard
Butler, Calls Him Humble: ‘1

Was Like Oh y God’

riti Sanon is gearing up for her next
release Do Patti with Kajol. Well,

ecently the teaser was also released and
it left everyone impressed. Well, recently in an
interview the Crew actress revealed her fan girl
moment of meeting Hollywood actor Gerard
Butler. Kriti mentioned that the actor was
humble and was traveling with no staff.he
incident took place when she was shooting for
her Telugu film with Mahesh Babu in London.
Talking to Grazia India, Kriti quipped, “I saw
Gerard Butler who was all by himself, taking a
flight. He saw that we all were shooting and he
came to us and he was like what film is this,
what are you guys shooting and I was like ‘oh
my god’.

Like he was traveling with nobody, no staff no

one. And he was just so chilled and so humble.
And he just like spoke to all of us.”

Talking about Do Patti, the teaser opens with an

aerial view of Manali and Kajol is seen as a cop
riding a bike. Her voice can be heard in the
background throughout the video. She is
talking about wrong and right situations in life.
Kriti Sanon’s character is also shown as a
glamorous one. She is seen in a grey shade.
Looks like it is a murder mystery but still
nothing is clear. The film will surely keep you
on the edge of your seat.

Recently it was also reported that Sidharth

Malhotra and Kriti Sanon are set to share the
screen for the first time in an upcoming
romantic film. Bollywood Hungama has shared
the news. The film is yet to be titled and nothing
has been much shared. But it will be really
interesting to see this new pair on screen. The
latest report by Bollywood Hungama mentions
that Sidharth and Kriti are teaming up for a love
story produced by Maddock Films. It is also
reported that Sidharth has also signed a desi
mass action entertainer produced by Murad
Khetani.
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