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Need to amend
legislation to ensure
professional liability

While exempting lawyers from any professional
liability for deficient services under the
Consumer Protection (CP) Act, a two-judge
Bench of the Supreme Court has opened a
Pandora’s box by recommending to the Chief
Justice of India that a 1995 judgment of the apex
court that held a contrary view vis-a-vis medical
professionals be re-considered! Whatever may be
the response of the Chief Justice, this will
certainly spur not just medical professionals but
many others to re-open the issue and this does not
augur well for consumer protection and justice.
And unless the Union Ministry of Consumer
Affairs acts quickly and makes the necessary
changes in the law, consumers may well lose their
right under the CP Act to hold professionals,
including doctors, radiographers, pharmacists,
chartered accountants, engineers and architects,
liable for their deficient services.

The judgment of the Supreme Court in the Bar of
Indian Lawyers vs DK Gandhi case, delivered on
May 14, holding that legal professionals are not
accountable to consumers under the CP Act,
certainly comes as a very big disappointment to
consumers. Of course, the consumers’ right to sue
their lawyers under the CP Act was more or less
extinguished way back in 2009, when the
Supreme Court stayed the order of the apex
consumer court in DK Gandhi vs M Mathias case
delivered in 2007, in favour of the consumer. If in
the last decade-and-a-half — when the appeals
against this order were pending before the
Supreme Court — consumers had harboured any
hope of a favourable judgment, that hope has now
been dashed. But even now, the Union Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, along with DK Gandhi, the
complainant in the case, should file a review
petition before the Supreme Court.

But what is more alarming is the view expressed in
the judgment that the Supreme Court should re-
open a much hailed judgment of the apex court in
the Indian Medical Association vs VP Shantha
case delivered in 1995, holding that consumers
can seek compensation from medical
professionals for negligence under the Consumer
Protection Act.Not many consumers today are
aware of the situation that existed before the
consumer protection law came into force in 1986.
Beitacase of a doctor operating on the wrong leg,
or leaving behind a pair of scissors in the
abdomen post-surgery, or administering wrong
medication to a patient or conducting needless
hysterectomy or C-Section, the victims or their
relatives in most cases suffered in silence because
they could not afford to go to a civil court and
fight a long legal battle to seek compensation. The
Consumer Protection Act of 1986 for the first time
gave them the right to seek damages for medical
negligence and soon, cases began to be filed
against doctors and hospitals.

The reaction from the medical professionals was
quick, adverse and, sometimes, even violent.
They rose as one in protest and exerted
considerable pressure on the government to keep
them out of the purview of the CP Act. The
consumer activists had to fight hard to ensure that
the government did not give in to the wishes of the
doctors.What finally settled the matter in favour
of consumers was the extremely clear and lucid
judgment of the Supreme Court in 1995 in the VP
Shantha case. After carefully examining the
provisions of the CP Act, the three-judge Bench
held that the services rendered to a patient by a
medical practitioner by way of consultation,
diagnosis and treatment, both medicinal and
surgical, would fall within the ambit of ‘service’
as defined in the Act. The fact that medical
practitioners belonged to the medical profession
and were subject to the disciplinary control of the
Medical Council of India/State Medical Council
constituted under the Indian Medical Council Act
would not exclude the services rendered by them
from the ambit of the Act.he present judgment of
the Supreme Court, pertaining to lawyers, on the
other hand, says that the legislature never
intended to include professionals within the
purview of the CP Act. Even if it did, the legal
profession is ‘sui generis’ or unique in nature and
cannot be equated with other professions and
brought under the ambit ofthe CP Act.

@ When Nehr

During our trip to the United Kingdom to meet our son
last year, we also visited the grandson’s school at
Harrow. While showing us around, he pointed to the
room where Jawaharlal Nehru had stayed as a
student. It stirred some memories.

In 1951, the Prime Minister visited Hisar. My brother,
commanding the military police unit, piloted the VIP
cavalcade to various meeting venues. At the end,
after the departing convoy was on the main road, he
halted on the side and saluted as the PM’s car passed.
Within yards, the car screeched to a halt and
reversed. Pandit Nehru came out, shook hands with
my brother and said, “Thank you, young man, for all
your help.” My brother remembered that humane
gesture all his life.Prime Minister Nehru was
instrumental in selecting Khadakvasla (Pune) as the
new site for the National Defence Academy and
reviewed the first passing-out parade there in June
1955. He visited NDA again on May 14, 1961. The
visit concluded with lunch in the cadets’ mess. As per
protocol, a visiting dignitary was seated between the
Commandant and the Academy Cadet Captain
(ACC).Iwasthe ACC.

During the period, our only access to the world was
through newspapers. Given our tight schedule, we
only read the sports page. As a result, our horizon
was limited.Since the PM would have had a
discussion with the Commandant during pre-lunch
hours, it was expected that he would spend more time
interacting with me. The prospect was intimidating.
No one had tutored me on what I should say or
discuss. Such freedom was part of our grooming.

After receiving him in the foyer, I guided the PM to his
seat on the centre table on a raised platform. Frail and
slightly stooped, he had a handsome peach red

WHEN the results of Haryana’s 10 Lok f
Sabha seats that went to the polls on |
Saturday are out on June 4, they will,
sadly, reflect the muffled voices of
women voters in the 18-19 age group,
drowned out by the louder participation of
their male counterparts. For, the data from
the Election Commission of India reveals
a glaring gender imbalance: only 34 per
cent of these first-time voters are women.
Of the nearly 4.2 lakh such voters, a
staggering 2.8 lakh are men. This
disparity highlights the state’s patriarchal
character and deep-rooted societal biases, |
where the registration of young women as
voters is often postponed until after
marriage. Efforts by officials to
encourage voter registration among
young women face resistance. Many families prioritise
marriage over political engagement, reinforcing a cycle of

u visited Hisar, and NDA

Between despair & hope

We've come a long way since 1947 and yes, some terrible mistakes have been made. But if we were to blindly believe international reportage, everyone in India is a bigoted bully

If one were to believe our newspapers or the bilge that

is sent out on WhatsApp groups, it is easy to be
persuaded that doomsday is upon us. Perhaps, itis a
sign of the times that makes us so negative and
humourless, or perhaps, it is that we wish to join the
herd. It seems almost sinful to be happy and
satisfied in a world that has shrunk into small
groups, provinces and regions that are eternally at
daggers drawn. Yet, look around you and point me
to a country (other than little Bhutan) where natural
surroundings are preserved, people are polite,
caring and gentle, communities live in harmony and
simplicity of life is a quality that is actively
promoted.Long ago, before Ravish Kumar became
the self-appointed keeper of this nation’s
conscience, he used to bring to us moving human
stories, many of which have stayed with me. His
coverage of Varanasi as he did a programme on the
constituency that Modi had chosen in 2014, focused
not on the campaign but on the forgotten history of
Banaras. So he took us to Lamahi, the village that
Premchand grew up in and where his memory is
preserved in a modest museum. This remarkable
institution has a self-appointed caretaker (a
Mishraji, if I remember correctly), who guided
Ravish through it. The episode ended with Mishraji
saying that he felt he had graduated from being a
reader of Premchand’s fiction to becoming a
character from that world. Nothing, in essence, had
changed herein for almost a century. The village and
its people were still battling with the same social
problems that Premchand describes so hauntingly.

There are two other episodes that I remember as

vividly: one on the first Gandhi Ashram (now a
crumbling ruin) set up somewhere in Meerut and the
other on the condition of the poor patients who flock
to Delhi’s AIIMS for treatment. As they await their
turn, several poor patients and their families lie on
the pavement outside since they cannot afford to
stay anywhere else. Here again, a Dr Dash took us
with Ravish to the cancer section and explained how
no one, no matter how poor, was ever turned away
for lack of money.The purpose of this long recall is
that there is still hope if only we are able to see it.
However, since it is sexier to peddle stories of
poverty, misery and social injustice, we have
forgotten to register that India is multiple times the
size of the small developed countries that have

complexion. He must have realised the nervous
apprehension of a teenager sitting to his right. The
hallmark of a great person lies in his descending to
the level of the other in conversation. This the PM
did, starting with asking where [ hailed from.

When I mentioned my village in Rohtak district, he

enviable records of social welfare.Let me now take
you to some of the stories that come to us from there.
The National Health Service (NHS) in UK is now in
a state of terminal decline. Its doctors and nurses
have gone on strike and in any case, it is so
overloaded that even an urgent X-ray requires a long
wait. Private healthcare is out of the reach of most,
sounlike in India, where the neighbourhood ‘dactar’
provides immediate care (say nothing of the steroids
being pumped into uneducated veins). We seem no
worse off. It is almost the same in the US, where
unless you are covered by expensive insurance, you
can wait eternally for a kidney transplant or heart
surgery. It is no wonder that medical tourism is now
a widespread way to access quality medical
attention in Indian hospitals. Go to any well-
regarded private hospital in India and you will meet
people from all over the world, accompanied by
touts and translators, who take them to our best
doctors and ata fraction of the cost abroad.

Come now to the shameful international reportage of

our communal tensions. If we were to blindly
believe all we hear and read, everyone in India is a
bigoted bully. Yet, honestly speaking, is the
Islamophobia in the US any better? Add to that now
anti-Semitism, with university campuses across the

Muted voices

Young women take a back seat in Haryana polls

disenfranchisement.Making matters worse, women’s
political agency is further limited as men are often seen
dictating their choices. Equally skewed is the

enquired whether we had electricity, roads, running
water, etc. I told him of the stone-soled road with
once-a-day bus service to the town and that we drew
drinking water from the well. More than half the
houses were mud structures. There was no electricity
and I studied in the dim light of a kerosene lamp.

T

US erupting in huge student protests, brutally
handled by the police and university authorities. Let
us not even speak of the rampant racism still
practised all over the white world. I concede that
comparisons are odious and that we have a shameful
record on communal politics, yet how long shall we
tolerate different rules applied to developing
countries, simply because the big boys’ clubs cannot
make place for new entrants?My simple point is that
we have all come a long way since 1947 and yes,
some terrible mistakes and decisions were taken in
those years but, by and large, when I look around the
world and try to see one country that has a flawless
record in upholding social justice, equality,
brotherhood and love, I’'m afraid I fail each time. As
I said earlier, apart from Bhutan (that practises a
form of benign monarchy), I can’t think of another
country that I would like to live in. Dynastic politics,
feudal values, a deep commitment to one’s faith,
along with some religious intolerance towards those
of another faith — these are the warp and weft of
India. Trying to eradicate all evil forever will never
happen, not at least in my lifetime.So the next time
you open a toxic post or sign a public petition, don’t
think you’ve played your part as a responsible
citizen. We still have a long journey ahead.

representation of women in the electoral
fray. Of the 223 candidates in the contest in
Haryana in the General Election, just 16 are
women — including five from mainstream
political parties — even though women
constitute nearly 47 per cent of the voters.
Major parties, despite their claims of
supporting women’s rights, have failed to
field female nominees
proportionately.However, there is a silver
lining in certain pockets of the state. Women
are beginning to voice their concerns on
issues like water supply, electricity and
employment; an increased female
participation at public meetings has also
been witnessed. But a lot remains to be done
to bridge the gender divide and dismantle
patriarchal structures. Amplifying women’s

voices is essential for making India a truly transparent and
inclusive democracy.

Maybe it was to put me at ease, he evinced
keen interest in whatever I told him. On
electricity, he said we woud be getting it
soon; and we did, the very next year.He
asked me about our life in the Academy.
Here I was on firm ground.Emboldened by
his easy manner, [ ventured into asking, “Sir,
why is India a poor country?” He smiled,
giving no indication of my naiveté. Then he
gave a detailed explanation of how we
started at near zero at Independence. I
suddenly felt the person sitting beside me
was not only the PM of the world’s largest
democracy with a strong global presence,
but was also a patient teacher, a gentle
elder.“Sir, won’t the Bhakra Nangal Dam
improve our irrigation?” I was in Class 8
when the dam was inaugurated in 1954.

“Yes, of course it will,” he replied, predicting
that Punjab would soon be India’s food
basket. He went on to elaborate the
country’s efforts at industrialisation and
scientific progress. In fact, starting a world-
class defence academy itself was a great
achievement, he mentioned.

When lunch finished, I guided him to the table
where the visitors” book was kept. While
getting down the approximately 12-inch
step, he placed his hand on my shoulder for
support. I was suddenly emotional and saw a

father figure in him. We were in North Kashmir when

on May 27, 1964 — 60 years ago — news
broadcaster Melville de Mellow announced the
death of PM Nehru. ‘What’ and not ‘who’ after

Nehru was the common concern of most Indians.
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Gold, silver price\: Precious
metals record hike on MCX

NEW DELHI. Both gold and silver prices recorded a
hike on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Monday, May 27,2024.

Gold futures, maturing on June 5, 2024, stood at Rs
71,508 per 10 grams on the MCX, after recording a
jump of Rs 252 or 0.35 per cent. The previous close was
recorded at Rs 71,256.Meanwhile, silver futures,
maturing on July 5, 2024, witnessed a hike of Rs 1,296
or 1.43 per cent and were retailing at Rs 91,844 per kg
on the MCX against the previous close of Rs
90,548.The gold and silver prices in India depend on
several factors, including the value of the rupee against
the dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious
metals.

Sensex, Nifty trade flat after
hitting record high; TCS, Adani
Ports gain

NEW DELHI Benchmark stock market indices traded
flat after hitting fresh record highs on Monday.The
S&P BSE Sensex was up 51.82 points at 75,462.21 at
10:19 am, while the NSE Nifty50 fell 5.30 points to
trade at22,951.80.

ost of the broader market indices were also trading in
negative territory as volatility rose in early
trade.Market experts believe that volatility will remain
elevated till the Lok Sabha election results are out on
June 4.While most of the sectoral indices were trading
in positive territory, major stocks were struggling for
momentum.The top five gainers on Nifty50 were
Divi’s Laboratories, TCS, Adani Ports, Hindalco and
IndusInd Bank.Adani Ports shares gained after reports
emerged that it would replace Wipro in the Sensex
lineup from June 2.0n the other hand, the top losers
were Adani Enterprises, ONGC, Eicher Motors, Coal
India and Maruti.Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd, said, “Nifty traders
should gear up for a week of potential volatility driven
by six big catalysts: Exit Poll (June 1st), May F&O
expiry (May 30th), US GDP (May 30th), India’s GDP
(May 31st), US PCE Inflation (May 31st), and May
Auto Sales (June 1st).”

What to expect from the new
government

NEW DELHI In a few days, the biggest democratic
exercise in the world will determine the fate of the
incumbent Narendra Modi government. No matter the
next ruling dispensation, your money deserves a
government that manages finances well. Your money
is affected by the inflation and interest rates in the
economy. You want your government to generate
sufficient tax revenue to pay for adequate expenditure
on infrastructure. While generating sufficient tax
revenue, you want the new government to be fair to
you as a taxpayer.

Taxing times

From the election campaign, you could pick up
economic noises. The present government, led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, promises more of the
same for managing government finances and capital
expenditure on infrastructure in the economy. They
believe that investing in infrastructure could trigger
economic activity and enhance productivity in the
long term. On the other hand, the opposition parties
want to give more money to the hands of people
experiencing poverty to boost rural and urban
consumption.All political parties are very clear about
the fact that India is not a tax haven state. The
opposition parties have spoken of redistribution of
wealth from the rich to the poor. That means there
would be little hope for lower taxes for those already
paying them. However, the new government has
much to consider in rationalising the existing tax
system.

The goods and services tax (GST) monthly collection is
at a record high for April 2024. The government is
collecting the expenditure tax from everyone. It
means no matter your income, you pay GST on
everything you consume. That was the case before
GST implementation, too. You paid a multitude of
central, state and local body taxes.GST has combined
everything and created a more straightforward
administrative system. That has resulted in an
efficient and high collection of indirect taxes. The
government needs to bring down peak GST rates as
revenue grows to give reliefto the ordinary people.

On the income tax issue, it is a tricky situation.
Significantly, few people in the country pay taxes. Itis
a truth that does not require any specific data. At the
same time, the economic inequality in the country
continues to remain elevated. Depending on the data
you look at, there could be a possibility of a marginal
decline in it. However, a paper by Thomas Piketty, a
Nobel Laureate and three of his other colleagues
argues that the inequality in India is rooted in the caste
system.

‘Shriram Finance looking for
strategic partner’

MUMBAL The Shriram Group, which earlier this month
exited the housing finance arm selling its entire 85%
stake to the American private equity major Warburg
Pincus for R4,630 crore, is looking at a strategic partner
for its flagship Shriram Finance, the largest auto-
focused non-bank lender today.The Chennai-based
group, founded by the industry veterans Ramamurthy
Thyagarajan, AVS Raja and T Jayaraman way back in
1974, is also into general and life insurance businesses,
apart from wealth management, and real estate besides
the cash-cow commercial vehicles, two & four-
wheelers, gold loans, and small business loans. “We are
looking at a strategic/financial partner for Shriram
Finance. Though I have the board mandate to rope in a
strategic partner, [ haven’t started negotiations with
anyone yet. But yes, we are seriously looking at
strategic investment, we have a huge growth
opportunity in our business,” the vice chairman Umesh
Govind Revankar told TNIE in an interaction at his
Mumbai headquarters without offering a timeline for
the same and how much stake they are ready to pare
except saying the holding company’s 25% stake won’t
be diluted. When asked if it could be a PE partner, he
ruled out they being the preferred choice saying “we
aren’t keen on roping in a private equity player; we
would be keen on a strong group with deep pockets to be
our financial and strategic partner”. Explaining the
rationale for looking at a non-PE partner Revankar said,
normally PEs invest in listed companies and our
holding company Shriram Capital is privately held.

NEW DELHI . The economy appears to

BharatPe and PhonePe had

Economic growth slowed in January-March quarter, shows poll
£ S &

The expected growth for
Asia's third-largest economy
is around 6.7% annually for
Junuary-March, aligning
more closely with the long-
term GDP growth rate.

have seen its slowest growth in a year

during the January-March quarter due to

weakened demand, according to a

Reuters poll of economists.he slow
growth highlights that the possibility of
growth surpassing earlier forecasts
remains low, indicating a cautious
outlook among experts.The gross
domestic product (GDP) increased by
8.4% during the October-December
period, compared to the previous year,
due to a substantial drop in subsidies,
which increased net indirect
taxes.However, economic activity, as
measured by gross value added (GVA),
showed amodest increase 0f 6.5%.

Economists participating in the poll

indicated that such a scenario was
unlikely to repeat in the last quarter.

The anticipated growth for Asia's third-
largest economy is around 6.7% annually
for January-March, aligning more closely
with the long-term GDP growth rate.
Gross value added (GVA) growth is
expected to slow to 6.2%.The majority of
economists highlighted moderation in
both the manufacturing and services
sectors, along with a muted contribution
from agriculture, as reasons for the
expected slowdown in growth. Forecasts
for GDP growth ranged from 5.6% to

8.0%.The upcoming data release,
scheduled to release on May 31, just days
before general election results are
announced on June 4, will be crucial.

unal Kundu, an economist at Societe

Generale, said that there are chances for a
return to stability in economic conditions.
"We expect some sanity to return. Among
the components, we do not expect any
major improvement. Core inflation
continuing to drop and recording the
lowest growth since the onset of the
pandemic is symptomatic of weak
domestic demand," Kundu told Reuters.

Despite averaging 7.7% growth last fiscal

year, the forecast suggests a slowdown to
6.8% this fiscal year and 6.6% in the next,
indicating that consistent 8% growth
remains a distant goal for the world's
fastest-growing major economy.

While many economists advocate for 8% or

higher growth to adequately address
employment needs for the burgeoning
young workforce, there are doubts about
the sustainability of such growth.

Miguel Chanco, chief emerging Asia

economist at Pantheon Macroeconomics,
said that a reasonable potential growth
rate for India's economy lies between 5-
6%.The divergence between financial
economists' GDP forecasts and
government estimates has also raised
questions regarding how India measures
growth.The National Statistical Office
(NSO) projected GDP growth to be 5.9%
in the January-March quarter, indicating a
potential overestimation of the informal
sector GDP, Dhiraj Nim, an economist at
ANZ told Reuters.The informal sector,
which contributes nearly half of the
country's GDP and employs about 90% of
India's workforce, highlightsthe
importance of accurately assessing
economic growth for comprehensive
policy planning and implementation.

All you want to know about KYC
rule relaxation for MF investors

MUMBAI. As part of its efforts to
increase “ease of investing”, the capital
markets watchdog Sebi early this
month did away with two cumbersome
KYC requirements, both for the mutual
funds sector. One is the withdrawal of
the mandatory requirement of linking
the PAN with the Aadhaar from May
14, and the other is the doing-away of
the mandatory inputting of a nominee in
case if the MF investment account is a
joint account from April 30.What’s
KYC registration?The know-your-
client (KYC) regulation is the process
by which financial entities such as
commercial banks, mutual fund houses
and stock brokers are asked to verify an
investor’s identity before being
allowed to invest in stocks or mutual
funds or enter the equity markets
through mutual fund schemes. In a
revised circular issued on May 14, the
regulator has done away with the
requirement of the mandatory checking
of PAN-Aadhaar link, offering a big
relief to both existing investors as well
as those looking to enter the market
either directly into equities or passively
through the mutual funds route—the

BharatPe, PhonePe settle long-standing
trademark disputes over ‘Pe’ suffix

BENGALURU. Fintech

unicorns BharatPe Group and
PhonePe Group on Sunday
announced that they have
amicably settled all long-
standing legal disputes
pertaining to the use of the
trademark with the suffix
‘Pe’.

been involved in long-drawn
legal disputes across multiple
courts, over the course of the
last five years. The settlement will put
an end to all open judicial proceedings,
the companies said in a joint
statement.As a next step, parties have
already taken steps to withdraw all
opposition against each other in the
trademark registry, which will help

two investment avenues which have
been rocking in recent months. Linking
these two official identity documents
enables an investor the all-important
‘KYC-registered’ status. In the second
relief, it had done away with the
mandatory nominee demand for joint
MFs investments from April 30.And all
that the regulator wanted from an
investor was to prove her/his identity
based on the ‘officially valid document
(OVD) such as the Aadhaar, passport,
the PAN number or the voter ID
card.”What’s the MF nomination?

Nomination is a rocess of appointing a

person to take care of your assets in the
event of your untimely death. In case if
you do not wish to nominate, you have
the option of opting out of the process
while filling up the form but with
attendant difficulties later. When you
have a registered nominee or when you
complete the nominee registration
process, it facilitates easy transfer of
funds to your nominee in the event of
your death. In the absence of a nominee,
your heirs/claimants will need to
produce a host of documents like a will,
legal heir certificate, NoCs from other

legal heirs etc, to get your MF units
transferred in her/his name.Earlier, if
your PAN and the Aadhaar were not
linked your KYC would be on hold,
which means your investment cannot
be withdrawn. But now, if your Aadhaar
and PAN are not linked and if you still
do Aadhaar-based KYC, then you will
get a KYC-registered status. This is
what the regulator has done away with
the May 14 circular. Another
requirement pertained to optional
nominations for joint mutual fund
accounts, which it has done away with
through the April 30 circular.The Sebi
circular dated April 30 states that the
requirement for nomination in Clause
17.16 of the master circular for mutual
funds is now optional for jointly held
mutual fund folios. However, all other
rules regarding nomination in the
master circular from May 19, 2023, and
the Sebi circular from December 27,
2023, remain unchanged. Had it not
been done away with after June 30,
2024, which was the fourth extension,
fund houses would have frozen those
folios which don’t have a nominee in
place.

Simulating Market Impact
of Election Results

NEW DELHI I do not claim to be a political
soothsayer or expert by any yardstick, and my
area of limited domain expertise remains the
financial markets. As I have often said before,
usually the only thing tougher than predicting the
markets is predicting an electoral verdict. While
investing, one needs to be clinical and set aside
one’s political views and prejudices. Hence, let
us embark on an electoral verdict

simulation exercise and its probable impact on the
stock indices which have understandably turned
volatile ahead of the election finale. Given that
the ruling party and the formation it leads started
this election as favourites and still remains so, we
shall base all our hypothesis around the number
of'seats they might win.

Scenario 1: The ruling BJP secures 340-350 seats
and the NDA Alliance crosses 370 seats (2/3rd
majority ).hile the immediate reaction to this
verdict might be euphoric, it could lead to a cool-
off thereafter as the return to business as usual
commences. Thereafter, a growth-oriented
Budget powered by a two-third majority, could
then propel the race of the Sensex to new highs.
The ‘continuity’ factor that the equity market
usually derives comfort from, will provide an
additional booster.Scenario 2: The ruling BJP
secures 290-315 seats and the NDA Alliance
secures 315-345 seats (clear majority )

While the immediate reaction to this verdict might
be muted given that expectations were running
high at the outset, it could lead to a period of

professionalism shown by the

them to proceed with the registration of
their respective trademarks, the
statement said. “This is a positive
development for the industry.I
appreciate the maturity and

Management of both sides, working
closely to resolve all outstanding legal

have reached an amicable resolution in
this matter. This outcome will benefit
both companies to move forward and
focus our collective energy on growing
the Indian fintech industry as a whole,”
PhonePe, Founder and CEO, Sameer
Nigam said.

sideways movement as the market waits to gauge

issues and moving ahead to
focus their energy and resources
in building robust digital
payment ecosystems,”
BharatPe, Chairman of the
Board, Rajnish Kumar said.
Both organisations will undertake
to take other necessary steps to
comply with the obligations
under the settlement agreement
in respect of all cases before
Delhi High Court and Bombay
High Court.“I am glad that we

the direction provided in the Budget that
follows.Scenario 3: The ruling BJP secures 240-
265 seats and the NDA Alliance secures 272-290
seats (narrow majority)

While the immediate reaction to this verdict might
be alarming, it could lead to a minor sell-off as
the market waits to gauge which parties will help
to form the government and the ministries they
might extract as aresult.

Scenario 4: The ruling BJP secures lesser than 210-
230 seats and the NDA Alliance secures 235-250
seats (short of majority )While the immediate
reaction to this verdict might be panic, it could
lead to a sell-off as the market waits to gauge
which parties will form the government and the
ministries they might gain as a result. The choice
of the finance minister in this case, more than the
earlier simulated three scenarios, could well
determine the mood of the market thereafter.Do
any of these four simulations suggest that long-
term investors need to react immediately before
or post the electoral result? Methinks not. Given
that the Indian economy is well poised to
continue reaping the benefits of the economic
liberalisation program initiated three decades
ago, chances are that the Indian equity market
which withstood the outflow of FII funds pre-
election could get a booster shot when they
inevitably return.

How will stock markets react if BJP
wins 272 seats or more UBS explains

Lok Sabha elections: Brokerage
firm UBS has shared four
potential outcomes and their
impact on the stock market.

Brokerage firm UBS recently indicated that
it considers a scenario where the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) retains an
absolute majority in the Lok Sabha
elections to be highly probable.

The brokerage said in a note that this
outcome is anticipated to propel the stock
market indices, the S&P BSE Sensex and
the NSE Nifty50, to new
heights.However, if the opposition
coalition INDIA (Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance)
comes to power, it could negatively
impact equities, with UBS warning of
potential stock market valuation de-
ratings and a return to pre-NDA valuation
multiples.UBS noted in its analysis that

political alliances have historically
played a crucial role in Indian elections.

However, the BJP's dominance as a single
party in the last two general elections
has somewhat diminished the influence
of coalitions in government formation.

The 2019 general elections saw the BJP
securing a voter share above 50% in 222
out of the 303 seats won, with a victory
margin exceeding 5% in 259 seats,
accounting for over 85% of the total
seats won.The opinion polls show the
newly formed coalition, INDIA, may
struggle to gain voter share as BJP's
dominance seems to be continuing in the
2024 elections as well," UBS said.

The brokerage firm highlighted that any
market underperformance triggered by
election results tends to reverse in the
medium to long term as investors and
businesses adapt to new government
policies."Despite the potential for near-
term election-driven uncertainty, we
reiterate our view that any sharp
weakness in equities could offer buying
opportunities," UBS said.

Prevailing uncertainty

While opinion polls before the elections

suggested further seat gains for the BIP,
the actual progress in the first five phases
of the election has been less clear.

UBS observed that lower voter
participation so far, coupled with a
possible loss of voter share in key states
such as Maharashtra, Karnataka, West
Bengal, and Bihar due to regional
political uncertainty, has raised questions
about the NDA's ability to secure a third
term.Despite these concerns, PM Modi
and Union Home Minister Amit Shah
have recently allayed investor fears,
hinting at a strong win for the BJP in the
ongoing general elections.

UBS on possible outcomes

UBS outlined four potential election

outcomes and their implications for
financial markets:

BJP retains single-party majority:
Based on opinion polls, UBS
assumes the BJP will retain its
single-party majority. In this
scenario, markets are likely to
remain confident about policy
continuity, with the potential for
further reforms including
disinvestment, the land bill, and the
uniform civil code, depending on
the number of seats won. "Overall, we
believe the financial market sentiment
will likely remain positive," UBS
said.BJP forms government with NDA
majority: If the BJP fails to retain its
single majority but forms a government
with the NDA holding a majority (> 272
seats), markets could be slightly less
confident about policy stability as fiscal
consolidation could be slower than
envisaged. There could be pressure from
other political alliances, but overall
macro stability could still persist, leading
to amixed impact on financial markets.

Hung parliament: In this scenario, the NDA
fails to secure a majority.




Viral video shows powerful

nearing Bengal-Bangla

The video shows a
towering column of
dark clouds rolling
across a gloomy sky,
casting an ominous
shadow over the
heaving Bay of
Bengal, as Cyclone
Remal draws ever
closer to the coast.

New Delhi: As storm clouds gathered,
people battened down the hatches and
sheltered in place, a lone boat ventured
out to sea to capture Cyclone Remal on
camera as it churned towards the coast,
creating a now-viral video showcasing
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the storm's immense power.The video,
shot by a daring videographer from
Bangladeshi daily The Daily Star,
depicts a towering column of dark
clouds rolling across a gloomy sky,
casting an ominous shadow over the
heaving Bay of Bengal. As the storm
surges, thunder rumbles and strong
winds whip up tidal waves.

Cyclone Remal made landfall on Sunday
night, slamming into the coasts of West
Bengal and Bangladesh between Sagar
Island and Khepupara. The storm
caused widespread devastation in both
India and neighbouring Bangladesh,
leaving a trail of destruction in its
wake.

Heavy rains accompanying the storm led

to waterlogging in several areas, further

compounding the woes of residents.

Farmlands were also inundated by

floodwaters. Power supply was snapped

in many areas in advance to avoid
accidents.

Homes, particularly those with thatched

roofs, were severely damaged by the (i

strong winds. Uprooted trees and

downed power lines caused significant |

disruptions across the affected areas, and

two people were killed in Kolkata.The |

Bangladeshi government evacuated 8
lakh people from vulnerable areas before
the storm's arrival,
shelters for safety.

The country's weather department had @

warned of potential high tidal surges and
heavy rainfall in coastal districts like
Satkhira and Cox's Bazar.

According to The Daily Star, the -

Bangladesh Meteorological Department

recorded the highest rainfall in Kutubdia f

at 125 millimeters between Sunday night
and Monday morning.Meanwhile, the

India Meteorological Department (IMD)

has predicted that Remal will weaken
into a depression by Monday morning

before moving northeast and gradually

dissipating.

moving them to

Cyclone Remal
desh coast

"Rival Not Enemy": Supreme Court Junks BJP NeW'YMﬂf"edCOUP'e

Bride's Sister Killed In
R I:Ieuc Qt‘fe[h Ags Agu:'n.sz Trinamool Rajkot Gaming Zone Fire

dismissed a petition - filed by the BJP-  withdrawn giving liberty to the BJP to New Delhi/Atllllmzeéi abadl: i.ﬁeg!y marrle_d cguplef[
that challenged the Calcutta High approach the high court.The BIP wasamong the =6 people killed in a massive lire a
Court order restraining a gaming zone in Gujarat's Rajkot on Saturday
h lish evening. o . S

Fv (ei ep?r(t)yg t; t 1(3)1113 ;,Su Akshay Dholaria, his wife Khyati and sister-in-law
advertisements against Harita went to the gaming zone, called TRP, to

Your rival is not your enemy’:
Supreme Court declines to
entertain BJP plea against order
on ‘disparaging’ ads about
Trinamool

New Delhi:The Supreme Court on Monday declined to
entertain the West Bengal BJP’s plea challenging a

'silence period' (a day prior to the polls
and the polling day), the Calcutta
High Court had ruled last week."The
allegations and publications
made against TMC are
outright derogatory and
definitely intended to insult

Calcutta High Court order that restrained it from Bengal's ruling the rivals and level personal unwind after the wedding fgstivities when a huge
publishing certain advertisements targeting the ruling Trinamool Congress attacks," Justice Sabyasachi fire swept through the facility.Akshay, 24, who
Trinamool Congress in the state.Senior advocate S S | Why should w e Bhatta(’:haryya had said.The lived with his parents in Canada, had come to

Patwalia, appearing for the BJP, told a two-judge
vacation bench of Justices J] K Maheshwari and K V
Viswanathan that the advertisements were based on
facts.But Justice Viswanathan said, “We have seen the
advertisements. Prima facie, the advertisements are
disparaging. You can say you are the best... but...we
don’t want to lend our hands to promote further
acrimony.”This is not in the interests of the voter,” he
said. “Your rival is not your enemy.”Justice
Maheshwari said, “Don’t precipitate the issue. We are
not inclined to interfere.”Patwalia then chose to
withdraw the petition saying he would file a reply
before the single judge of the high court before whom it
is pending. The apex court allowed this and dismissed
the petition as withdrawn.On May 20, the single bench
of Justice Sabyasachi Bhattacharyya restrained the BJP
from publishing any kind of derogatory advertisements
about the TMC that violate the model code of conduct
till June 4 and until further orders. The high court noted
that the advertisements published during the “silence
period” (a day prior to the polling day) were violative of
the model code of conduct and also impinged on TMC’s
rights and also the citizens’ right to free and fair
elections.The single-judge bench also criticised the
Election Commission of India for “grossly failing” to
address complaints filed by the TMC against the BJP
advertisements that targeted the ruling party in West
Bengal.

Jihadis across horder
supporting SP Congress: PM
Modi

Deoria. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
claimed that “jihadis” across the border are supporting
the Samajwadi Party and the Congress who are
appealing for “vote jihad” in the country.Addressing an
election rally here in support of BJP candidates in
Bansgaon and Deoria Lok Sabha seats, he alleged that
the INDIA bloc does not want to take the country
forward, but back by several decades. “Their agenda is
not the development of India,” Modi said.In Pakistan,
‘duas’ (prayers) are being made for the INDI alliance of
Samajwadi Party and Congress. Jihadis across the
border are supporting them. The SP and the Congress
are making an appeal for ‘vote jihad’ here,” said the
prime minister in an apparent reference to a remark by
an INDIA bloc candidate.

He said, “This (INDIA bloc) group is saying that if they
come to power, they will reimpose Article 370 in
Kashmir. They will repeal the CAA (Citizenship
(Amendment) Act) which gives citizenship again to the
victims of Partition. Whose agenda is this. .. this is what
these anti-India forces want? Modi went on to allege,
“Their agenda is not the development of India. They
want to take back the country by several decades.”
Hitting out at the bloc, Prime Minister Modi claimed
the “INDI jamaat” has been abusing him for his
opposition to reservation on the basis of religion.“I
want to remind you that in 2012, the SP in its manifesto
had stated that Muslim should get reservation equal to
that of Dalits. The INDI jamaat wants to change the
Constitution for this. When I ask them (about
reservation) they abuse Modi,” he said, adding he is

Rajkot to marry 20-year-old Khyati. They had a
judge said, has "grossly court marriage last Saturday - a week before the
failed to address the !ragedy occgrred. .

complaints of the TMC in A grand wqddlng ceremony was scheduled late.r j[hls
year.Their bodies were burnt beyond recognition.
While Akshay's body was identified with the help
of the ring he was wearing, the bodies of Khyati
and Harita have been sent for DNA testing.The

interfere, we have seen - Election Commission, the
the advertisements and el
they are offensive," the oy
Supreme Court said as
it refused to interfere
with the high court =
order.You can always ;=
say you are the best, but
we don't want to lend
our hands to promote
further acrimony. Your
rival is not your
enemy," the bench of Justice JK
Maheshwari and Justice KV
Viswanathan said.

In rare move, Govt extends Army chief
General Manoj Pande’ s tenure by a month

New Delhi. In an unusual move,
the government Sunday
extended by a month the tenure
of Army chief General Manoj
Pande who was to retire on
May 31An official statement
said the Appointments
Committee of Cabinet
“approved the extension in
service of Chief of the Army
Staff (COAS) General Manoj
C Pande, PVSM, AVSM,
VSM, ADC for a period of one
month, beyond his normal age of
superannuation (May 31, 2024), i.e. up
to June 30,2024, under Rule 16 A (4) of
the Army Rules 1954”.He was
appointed as the COAS on April 30,
2022. He was commissioned in
December 1982 in the Corps of
Engineers (The Bombay Sappers). He
held the appointment of Vice Chief of
the Army Staff before taking over as

1 due time".

- "This court is surprised that
resolution of the complaints
after the conclusion of
elections is nothing to the
court and as such, in due
failure on part of the ECI in
due time this court is
constrained to pass an injunction
order," Justice Bhattacharya said in
his order.
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cannot publish derogatory
advertisements against Trinamool
Congress, especially during the

As per the norm, the most senior
Army commander or the Army
vice chief is made the Army chief
when the serving COAS retires.
But it remains the government’s
discetion to appoint a service
chief.Currently, Vice Chief of
Army Staff Lt General Upendra
Dwivedi and Southern Army
Commander Lt General AK Singh
are the most senior officers in the
Army. Both are course mates
(1984 batch), but Lt Gen Dwivedi,

the former Northern Army

Commander, is senior of the two.The

Army chief retires on completion of

three years in the appointment or on

attaining the age of 62, whichever is
earlier. The current Army chief,

General Pande, attained the age of 62

on May 6 and was due to retire on May

31.Hehas been the Army chief for over
two years.

Parents of seven habies who died in
Delhi hospital fire recount ordeal

With the
postmortem reports
of some babies still
pending, some
parents have yet to

gaming zone, called TRP, was packed with
visitors due to a weekend discount offer with
tickets priced at just ? 99. It is suspected that the
fire might have started due to a short circuit, but
officials said that the exact cause will be kown
only after a probe.Officials said that the
amusement centre was operating without a no-
objection certificate (NOC) for fire clearance and
also had just one exit.The owner and manager of
the TRP game zone have been detained for
questioning.According to fire officials, the reason
behind the massive blaze has not been ascertained
yet.Gujarat Home Minister Harsh Sanghvi said a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) that is probing
the fire tragedy has been asked to submit the
report at the earliest.Mr Sanghvi said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has sought information
about the incident from the Chief Minister and
directed strong action against the culprits.

the COAS.he extension in tenure

indicates that a decision on the
selection of the next Army chief will be
open for the next government.

This rarey happens. In the 1970s, the
term of Army chief General G G
Bewoor was extended. Many believe
this denied Lt General P S Bhagat to
become the new Army chief. General
Bewoor was succeeded by General TN
Raina.

also waiting.

"I saw my baby yesterday. She had a fever
and was admitted to the hospital two days
ago. This morning I was told about the w77 1_, ;
fire", said the mother of 17-day-old Ruhi, =i ¥i .
who was killed in the fire.The grieving * .4
mother recalled that when she admitted =3 -
Ruhi to the hospital she was wearing a B
"Najar ki mala" to wade off evil spirits.
"They (hospital staff) removed that and
the necklace. Ruhi was in a diaper", she

improvement. We got a call around 9
am and were informed about the
incident", Parvinder Kumar said.The
hospital is to be blamed and strict action
should be taken against its owner, he
said. The Kumars are farmers and
belong to Uttar Pradesh's Baghpat
district.Hritik Chaudhary, whose
newborn son also died in the fire, said
that every single official who is visiting
the hospital is tight-lipped about the

opposing reservation on the basis of religion.He
accused the SP of doing “dynastic politics”. “In the
(tenure of the) SP government, mafias had built palaces
on public land. But since Yogi Adityanath has come (as
chief minister of Uttar Pradesh) the environment has
changed. Now, the good days of mafias are over.
Houses of the poor are being built in place of their
palaces. This is the difference between the BJP and the
INDI alliance,” he said.Modi also alleged that the
Congress “created roadblocks for countries that wanted
to purchase BrahMos missiles”. Accusing the Congress
of always playing with the country’s security, the prime
minister said, “Our country makes BrahMos missiles
and the day is not far when BrahMos missiles will be
made in Uttar Pradesh.”

receive bodies.

New Delhi:"Allah ko pyaari ho gayi meri
beti," said Ansaar, whose 11-day-old
daughter was among the seven newborns
killed in a blaze at a childcare hospital in
Delhi.The fire broke out at the Baby Care
New Born Hospital in Vivek Vihar area
around 11:30 pm on Saturday and spread
to two adjacent buildings. The Delhi Fire
Services (DFS) had to deploy 16 fire
tenders to douse the flames in three
buildings. With the postmortem pending,
authorities are yet to hand over Ansaar, his
baby's body. The other six families are

said.Ansaar's daughter was born at
another hospital on May 15. "She
developed some health issues and was
admitted to the hospital (Baby Care New
Born Hospital) 10 days ago", he
said"Allah ko pyaari ho gayi meri beti," he
said and added that he learnt about the
incident from his friends. "When I
reached, I came to know that my daughter
had died," Ansaar said.For Masialam, a
labourer, tragedy struck him again after
five years."I lost my son five years ago.
On Saturday, my newborn son died. What
kind of facilities do they have?" he
asked.Many parents sold their jewellery

or loaned money to pay for their children's
treatment at the hospital, Masialam, the
father of a three-year-old girl, said.He said
his son was born at another hospital and
was admitted to Baby Care New Born
Hospital after he developed an infection.
Parvinder Kumar, a relative of another
victim, said, "We have not informed her
mother yet."She was just six days old and
"we have lost her", he said and added that
this was the first child of his relative
Pawan Kumar."The girl was born around
six days ago at a hospital in Ghaziabad and
was admitted to the care centre for
breathing issues. She was showing some

incident.

They did not answer questions about if the

hospital was legal or whether it had an
NOC from the fire department, he said.

Chaudhary’s cousin, Robin, said nobody

informed them about the incident, and
they came to the spot after watching the
news.The confusion and lack of
information left many families in despair
when they reached the hospital. After the
incident, District Magistrate (DM),
Shahdara, Ritisha Gupta also reached the
GTB Hospital. Many families stood
outside and raised slogans, ‘Humein
Insaaf Chahiye” (we want justice).
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Israeli airstrike kills 30 in Rafah as
tents for displaced people hit

World At least 30 Palestinians were killed and dozens of
others were wounded after the Israeli air strikes hit the
southern Gaza Strip city of Rafah housing the displaced,
local authorities said on Sunday.Palestinian health and
civil emergency service officials said that the strikes hita
neighbourhood in western Rafah, sheltering thousands
of people who had fled the eastern areas of the city after
Israeli forces launched a ground offensive there over 15
days ago.A field hospital in Rafah, run by The
International Committee of the Red Cross, saw an influx
of casualties while other medical facilities were also
receiving patients in large numbers.Medics refrained
from confirming the final death toll in the Israeli strikes
as several of the injured were in critical condition.

Holding the United States responsible for providing
weapons and financial aid to Israel, a senior Hamas
official called the attack a 'massacre.""The air strikes
burnt the tents, the tents are melting and the people's
bodies are also melting", a resident at a hospital was
quoted as saying by news agency Reuters.

As per a statement by the Hamas al-Qassam Brigades, the
rockets were launched in response to 'Zionist massacres
against civilians'.Israel had earlier said it wanted to
eradicate Hamas fighters in Rafah and rescue hostages it
claimed were being held in the area.Rockets fired from
Rafah prove that the (Israel Defense Forces) must
operate in every place Hamas still operates from", Israeli
war cabinet minister Benny Gantz said.

Meanwhile, Defence Minister Yoav Gallant conducted an
operational evaluation in Rafah."He was briefed on
troops’ operations above and below the ground, as well
as the deepening of operations in additional areas with
the aim of dismantling Hamas battalions", Gallant's
office said.Gaza's health ministry said that nearly 36,000
Palestinians have been killed in Israeli strikes so far.

Israel launched an offensive in Gaza after Hamas militants
attacked Israel on October 7, 2023, killing around 1,200
people and holding over 250 people as hostages.

Over the past few months, the international community
has condemned Israel's offensive on Gaza and has called
for restraint.

Knife attack on metro in France's
Lyon, three injured, attacker
arrested

Paris. A 27-year-old Moroccan man attacked people with
a knife in the metro in the French city of Lyon on
Sunday, injuring at least three, authorities said.

The attacker, who lives in France illegally, suffers from
serious mental health issues and had been hospitalised
in psychiatric wards on several occasions, local prefect
Fabienne Buccio told reporters.He made no religious or
political claim during the attack, the prefect said.None
of'the victims' lives were in danger, Buccio said, adding
that one of those injured was 17-years-old.

At least 18 dead after tornadoes
rip through Texas, Oklahoma,

Arkansas

VALLEY VIEW.Powerful storms killed at least 18
people, injured hundreds and left a wide trail of
destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a
truck stop where dozens sought shelter in a restroom

=

during the latest deadly weather to strike the central
U.S.The storms inflicted their worst damage in a
region spanning from north of Dallas to the northwest
corner of Arkansas, and the system threatened to bring
more violent weather to other parts of the Midwest
later in the day. By Monday, forecasters said, the
greatest risk would shift to the east, covering a broad
swath of the country from Alabama to near New York
City.Seven deaths were reported in Cooke County,
Texas, near the Oklahoma border, where a tornado
Saturday night plowed through a rural area near a
mobile home park, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said at a
news conference Sunday. The dead included two
children, ages 2 and 5. Three family members were
found dead in one home, according to the county
sheriff.Storms also killed two people and destroyed
houses in Oklahoma, where the injured included
guests at an outdoor wedding, five people in Arkansas
and one person in Kentucky. Tens of thousands of
residents were without power across the region.

In Texas, about 100 people were injured and more than
200 homes and structures destroyed, said Abbott,
sitting in front of a ravaged truck stop near the small
agricultural community of Valley View. The area was
among the hardest-hit, with winds reaching an
estimated 135 mph (217 kph), officials said.

"The hopes and dreams of Texas families and small
businesses have literally been crushed by storm after
storm," said Abbott, whose state has seen successive
bouts of severe weather, including storms that killed
eight people in Houston.Hugo Parra, who lives in
Farmers Branch, north of Dallas, said he rode out the
storm with 40 to 50 people in the bathroom of the truck
stop. The storm sheared the roof and walls off the
building, mangling metal beams and leaving battered
cars in the parking lot."A firefighter came to check on
us and he said, 'You're very lucky," Parra said. "The
best way to describe this is the wind tried to rip us out
ofthe bathrooms."

Footage from the scene of the largest

Paris,UPDATED:

North Korea informs Japan of satellite
launch plan by early next week

Seoul North Korea has revealed plans to

launch a satellite by early next week,
Japan said on Monday, an apparent effort
to put the North’s second military spy
satellite into orbit in yet another violation
of UN bans. The launch notification came
as leaders of South Korea, Japan and
China gathered in Seoul for their first
trilateral meeting on Monday.Japan’s
Coast Guard said it was notified by North
Korea about its planned launch of a
“satellite rocket”, with safety caution in
the waters between the Korean Peninsula
and China and east of the Philippine
island of Luzon beginning on Monday
and running through midnight June
3.North Korea gives Japan its launch
information because Japan’s coast guard
coordinates and distributes maritime
safety information in East Asia.Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida instructed
officials to cooperate with the US, South
Korea and other countries to strongly
request North Korea not to go ahead with
the launch and to take the utmost
measures in case of any contingency, his
office said.The launch plan likely refers to
the North’s push to launch its second

military spy satellite into space.South
Korea’s military said on Friday that it
detected signs that North Korea was
engaging in activities believed to be
preparations to launch a spy satellite at its
main Tongchangri launch facility in the
northwest.The UN bans North Korea
from conducting any satellite launches,
viewing them as cover for testing its long-
range missile technology.North Korea has
steadfastly maintained it has the right to
launch satellites and test missiles. It says
spy satellites would allow it to better
monitor the US and South Korea’s moves
and enhance the precision-strike
capability of its nuclear-capable
missiles.In phone talks, senior diplomats
from Japan, South Korea and the US
agreed to urge North Korea to cancel the
launch, noting that any North Korean
launch using ballistic technology would
violate multiple UN Security Council
resolutions.outh Korea’s Unification
Ministry separately called a satellite
launch by North Korea “a provocation
that seriously threatens our and regional
security.”Last November, North Korea
sent its first military reconnaissance

(@]

satellite into orbit as part of its efforts to
build a space-based surveillance network
to cope with what it calls increasing US-
led military threats.North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un later told a year-end
governing party meeting that the country
would launch three additional military
spy satellites in 2024.There is widespread
doubt about how much militarily
meaningful imagery the North Korean
satellite can produce. But some civilian
experts say the operation of several such
satellites could still help North Korea
monitor big targets among its rivals at all
times.ccording to North Korea’s latest
launch notification to Japan, the danger
zones where rocket debris would fall are

the same places the country identified
prior to its November launch.That
suggests North Korea would use the
same first and second stages of the
rocket as those in the previous launch,
said Chang Young-keun, a missile
expert at the Seoul-based Korea
Research Institute for National
Strategy.Chang said the launch of
three more spy satellites this year
would allow North Korea to obtain
imagery on sites in South Korea,
Japan and the US Pacific territory of
Guam more frequently.Since 2022, North
Korea has been engaged in a provocative
run of missile tests to modernise and
expand its weapons arsenals, prompting
the US, South Korea and Japan to
strengthen their security partnership in
response.Experts say North Korea likely
believes an enlarged weapons arsenal
would increase its leverage in future
diplomacy with the US.North Korea
wasn’t among matters listed on the
official agenda for Monday’s trilateral
meeting between Kishida, South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol and Chinese
Premier Li Qiang.

Powerful storms in US kill 15
people, flatten over 200 homes

Valley View (Texas) Powerful storms

killed at least 15 people, injured
hundreds and left a wide trail of
destruction on Sunday across Texas,
Oklahoma and Arkansas after
obliterating homes and destroying a
truck stop where dozens sought shelter
in a restroom during the latest deadly
weather to strike the central US.

The storms inflicted their worst damage

in a region spanning from north of
Dallas to the northwest corner of
Arkansas, and the system threatened to
bring more violent weather to other
parts of the Midwest later in the day.By
Monday, forecasters said, the greatest
risk would shift to the east, covering a
broad swath of the country from
Alabama to near New York City.Seven
deaths were reported in Cooke County,
Texas, near the Oklahoma border,
where a tornado on Saturday night
ploughed through a rural area near a
mobile home park, Texas Governor
Greg Abbott said at a news conference
on Sunday.The dead included two
children, ages two and five. Three

family members were found dead in
one home, according to the county
sheriff.Storms also killed two people
and destroyed houses in Oklahoma,
where the injured included guests at an
outdoor wedding, five people in
Arkansas and one person in Kentucky.
Tens of thousands of residents were
without power across the region.In
Texas, about 100 people were injured
and more than 200 homes and
structures destroyed, said Abbott,
sitting in front of a ravaged truck stop
near the small agricultural community
of Valley View.The area was among the
hardest-hit, with winds reaching an
estimated 135 mph (217 kph), officials
said.“The hopes and dreams of Texas
families and small businesses have
literally been crushed by storm after
storm,” said Abbott, whose state has
seen successive bouts of severe
weather, including storms that killed
eight people in Houston.Hugo Parra,
who lives in Farmers Branch, north of
Dallas, said he rode out the storm with
40 to 50 people in the bathroom of the

truck stop. The storm sheared the roof
and walls off the building, mangling
metal beams and leaving battered cars
in the parking lot.

“A firefighter came to check on us, and
he said, ‘You’re very lucky’,” Parra
said. “The best way to describe this is
the wind tried to rip us out of the
bathrooms.”

Multiple people were transported to
hospitals by ambulance and helicopter
in Denton County, also north of Dallas.

No more deaths are expected and nobody
was reported missing in Texas, said
Abbott, though responders were doing
one more round of searches just in case.

At least five people were killed in
Arkansas. One was a 26-year-old
woman who was found dead outside a
destroyed home in Olvey, a small
community in Boone County,
according to Daniel Bolen of the
county’s emergency management
office.One person died in Benton
County, and two more bodies were
found in Marion County, officials said.

Palestinian medics say Israeli airstrikes kill 35
in Gaza's Rafah as displaced people are hit

DEIR AL-BALAH. Palestinian health

workers said Israeli airstrikes killed at
least 35 people Sunday and hit tents for
displaced people in the southern Gaza
city of Rafah, and "numerous" others
were trapped in flaming debris. Gaza's
Health Ministry said women and
children made up most of the dead and
dozens of wounded.The attacks came
two days after the International Court
of Justice ordered Israel to end its
military offensive in Rafah, where
more than half of Gaza's 2.3 million
population had sought shelter before
Israel's incursion earlier this month.
Tens of thousands of people remain in
the area while many others have fled.

airstrike showed heavy destruction.
Israel's army confirmed the strike and
said it hit a Hamas installation and
killed two senior Hamas militants. It
said it was investigating reports that

civilians were harmed. Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant was in Rafah on
Sunday and was briefed on the
"deepening of operations" there, his

massive air, sea and ground offensive.
There were no reports of casualties in

what appeared to be the first long-

range rocket attack from Gaza since

the death toll was likely to rise as

northwest of the city center.
The society asserted that the locationhad  Earlier Sunday, dozens of aid trucks
been designated by Israel as a

neighborhood is not included in areas

The airstrike was reported hours after

than seven months into Israel's

office said.A spokesperson with the

January. Hamas' military wing claimed
Palestinian Red Crescent Society said

responsibility. Israel's military said

eight projectiles crossed into Israel

after being launched from Rafah and "a

number" were intercepted, and the

launcher was destroyed.
Advertisements

search and rescue efforts continued in
Rafah's Tal al-Sultan neighborhood
about two kilometers (1.2 miles)

entered Gaza from southern Israel
under a new agreement to bypass the
Rafah crossing with Egypt after Israeli
forces seized the Palestinian side of it
earlier this month. Israel's military said
126 aid trucks entered via the nearby
Hamas fired a barrage of rockets from  Kerem Shalom crossing.

Gaza that set off air raid sirens as far Byt it was not immediately clear if

away as Tel Aviv for the first time in  hymanitarian groups could access the
months in a show of resilience more  ajd — including medical supplies —

because of fighting.

"humanitarian area." The

that Israel's military ordered evacuated
earlier this month.

Israeli strikes kill 35 in Rafah,
its army claims Hamas
commanders eliminated

World At least 35 Palestinians were killed, and
dozens of others injured in Gaza's southern city
of Rafah, after Israeli strikes hit the southern
Gaza Strip city on Sunday, according to
Palestinian health and civil emergency service
officials. Rafah houses hundreds of displaced
Palestinians who fled the northern part of Gaza
since Israel's counterattack against Hamas's
October 7 assault began last year.In a post on X,
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said that it struck
a compound in Rafah that was housing
"significant Hamas terrorists" and was carried
out with "precise munitions and on the basis of
precise intelligence". It further claimed that the
strikes killed Hamas's chief of staff for the West
Bank and another senior official of the
Palestinian Islamist group.The strikes happened
after Hamas claimed to have launched a barrage
of rockets at Israel's Tel Aviv for the first time in
months as rocket sirens blared across the central
part of the Jewish nation, news agency Reuters
reported.Following the Israeli strikes in Rafah,
Hamas reportedly asked Palestinians to "rise up
and march" against the Israeli Army's "massacre".

"In light of the horrific Zionist massacre this

evening committed by the criminal occupation

army against the tents of the displaceda€a we
call on the masses of our people in the West Bank,

Jerusalem, the occupied territories and abroad to

rise up and march angrily against the ongoing

Zionist massacre against our people in the

sector," the group said, according to Times of

Israel.A spokesperson for the White House

National Security Council told the Times of

Israel that the US President Joe Biden-led

administration is following the situation

regarding Israeli strikes on a displaced people's
camp in Rafah."We’re aware of the reports about
the incident in Rafah and are gathering more
information," the spokesperson added.The

Israeli Army said that the strikes took out Yassin

Rabia, Hamas's chief of staff for the West Bank

and Khaled Najjar, a senior member of the

Palestinian group. According to the IDF, Rabia

was "involved in the transfer of funds for terror

purposes and directed attacks by Hamas
operatives" in the West Bank. He was also
involved in committing multiple deadly attacks
himselfin 2001 and 2002, killing Israeli soldiers.

Najjar also carried out attacks between 2001 and

2003, according to the IDF, killing civilians and
killing and injuring soldiers.The Israeli strikes in
Rafah came two days after the United Nation's
top court, the International Court of Justice (ICJ),
ordered Israel to "immediately halt its military
offensive" in the Gaza city. The ruling came in
support of South Africa's application last week
that sought several measures against Israel. The
court said that it considered the humanitarian
situation in Rafah "disastrous", adding that UN
officials have indicated it was set to "intensify
even further" if the military operation in Rafah
continues.

France to lift state of emergency in riot-hit
New Caledonia to enable dialogue

French President
Emmanuel Macron has decided to lift the
state of emergency in the French Pacific
territory of New Caledonia on Monday, in
a move meant to allow political dialogue
following the unrest that left seven people
dead and a trail of destruction, his office
said.

The president’s office said in a statement

the state of emergency won’t be extended
“for the moment” and will therefore end
on Monday at 8 pm in Paris, whichis 5 am
Tuesday in New Caledonia.The decision
aims at “enabling meetings of the various
components” of the pro-independence
movement FLNKS, the Kanak and
Socialist National Liberation Front, and
allow elected officials and other local
leaders “in a position to call” for lifting
the barricades to go there and meet with
protesters, the statement said.Macron
repeatedly pushed for the removal of
protesters’ barricades with leaders on
both sides of New Caledonia’s bitter
divide -- Indigenous Kanaks, who want
independence, and the pro-Paris leaders,
who do not.In the statement, he insisted it
is “the necessary condition for the
opening of concrete and serious

negotiations”.
Macron’s move comes after he travelled to

emergency had been imposed by Paris on

possible jail time for violators.

This month’s unrest erupted as the French
legislature in Paris debated amending
the French constitution to make changes
to voter lists in New Caledonia.The
leader of a pro-independence party in
New Caledonia on Saturday called on
supporters to “remain mobilised” across
the French Pacific archipelago and
“maintain resistance” against the Paris
government’s efforts to impose
electoral reforms that the Indigenous
Kanak people fear would further
marginalise them.

Christian Tein, the leader of the pro-
independence party known as The Field
Action Coordination Unit, addressed
supporters and protesters in a video
message posted on social media.

In a separate statement, the Kanak and
Socialist National Liberation Front

called on Macron to withdraw the

New Caledonia on Thursday (May 23).

The statement said 480 additional

gendarmes are to arrive in the archipelago
“in the next few hours", putting security
reinforcements at more than 3,500.

The seven people killed in the shootings

include two gendarmes.The state of

May 15 for at least 12 days to boost police
powers. The emergency measures give
authorities greater powers to tackle the
violence, including the possibility of
house detention for people deemed a
threat to public order and expanded
powers to conduct searches, seize
weapons and restrict movements, with

electoral reform bill if Fnce wants to “end
the crisis.”New Caledonia became
French in 1853 under Emperor Napoleon
111, Napoleon’s nephew and heir.

It became an overseas territory after World
War II, with French citizenship granted to
all Kanaksin 1957.
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Shreyas lyer recreates Lionel
Messi's FIFA World Cup dance as
KKR win IPL 2024

New Delhi . Shreyas Iyer recreated Lionel
Messi's iconic FIFA World Cup celebration
after being handed over the IPL trophy. The
Shreyas Iyer-led side scripted history as the
defeated SRH by 8 wickets in the IPL 2024
final at the M Chidambaram Stadium,
Chepauk. After KKR's emphatic triumph,
Iyer collected the IPL trophy from BCCI
President Roger Binny and BCCI secretary
Jay Shah. Iyer stole the limelight as he
emulated Messi's iconic and viral
celebration when Argentina won the World
Cup in 2022. Messi had led the Argentina
team to a title win in December 2022 after a
thriller win against France in Qatar.Iyer and
Co. recreated that epic moment as the
captain handed over the trophy to Rinku
Singh and the entire team basked in the
glory. This was the 3rd time when KKR were
crowned as the champions in the league's
history. In fact, KKR's first-ever IPL
triumph also came at Chepauk under
Gautam Gambhir's captaincy in 2012

KKRPLAYED LIKE INVINCIBLES"

Iyer took pride in the team's triumphant
campaign in IPL 2024, saying that they felt
'invincibles' throughout the season."We
played like invincibles throughout the
season. There's so much to cherish right
now." Shreyas Iyer said in the post-match
presentation. . IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL
2024 Purple Cap | IPL 2024 Orange Cap

"It was comprehensive. This is what we
demanded from the players and they stood
up. It's difficult to express the feelings."

"It was a high-pressure game and Mitchell
Starc had been so good off-field.
Phenomenal work ethic, something to learn
for youngsters. Russell has got a magic
wand and he is looking towards me to bowl.
In the majority of the games, he gave us
breakthroughs. Venkatesh Iyer made things
easy for us.""As I said earlier, everyone
stepped up. There was no one individual
who took us here; it was a cumulative effort.
It was a flawless season for us," Iyer added.

In a one-sided finale, SRH opted to bowl first
and were bundled out for a paltry total of 113
runs. KKR hunted down the 114-run target
within 11 overs and lifted the coveted IPL
trophy.

Rinku Singh hilariously fails at
vlogging after IPL final win vs

SRH: Dream is complete

New Delhi. KKR batter Rinku Singh
celebrated his team's Indian Premier League
victory in style. Playing at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium on Sunday, 26 May,
KKR outplayed SRH in the final of the
tournament, beating them by 8 wickets.
Rinku jumped around, celebrated and tried
his hand at blogging with Nitish Rana at the
end of the game.

Rinku took the camera and asked the fans to
like, subscribe and press the bell icon to stay
in touch with the activity on his account.
However, it did not turn out as planned.
Rinku fumbled while saying the words and
that created a moment of sheer comedy for
the watchers.Rinku Singh spoke to the
broadcaster after the match and said that his
dream had come true. Rinku has been at KKR
for a long time but it has been only two years
that he played full seasons with the franchise.

"Outstanding feeling right now. Dream has
come true - [ have been here for 7 years and
we are so happy. Credit to GG sir. T will
finally lift the IPL trophy," Rinku Singh said.

Rinku was also seen hugging Shah Rukh Khan
after the game and saying that God's plan had
finally come off.

RINKU SINGH'S IPL 2024

Rinku Singh had amellow IPL 2024. Due to the
dominance of the top order, Rinku did not get
enough time in the crease and at the times that
he came out to bat, was not able to deliver the
desired result. The left hander was also
snubbed from the first 15 of the T20 World
Cup squad, but will be travelling to USA as a
reserve.

IPL 2024: BCCI announces
lucrative prize money for

groundsmen and curators

New Delhi BCCI secretary Jay Shah
announced lucrative prize money for the
groundsmen and curators for putting in the
hard yards during the recently-concluded
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024. The
curtains came on the tournament after KKR
beat SRH by 8 wickets in the Final on
Sunday, May 26 at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium in Chennai.

Shah, in a statement, said that the groundsmen
at the 10 regular venues will get Rs 25 lakhs
each as a “token of appreciation”. He also
announced a reward of Rs 10 lakhs each for
the groundstaff at the other 3 venues in
Guwahati, Dharamsala and Vizag.“The
unsung heroes of our successful T20 season
are the incredible ground staff who worked
tirelessly to provide brilliant pitches, even in
difficult weather conditions. As a token of our
appreciation, the groundsmen and curators at
the 10 regular IPL venues will receive INR 25
lakhs each, and the same at the 3 additional
venues will get INR 10 lakhs each. Thank you
for your dedication and hard work!” Shah
wrote.High-scoring IPL

IPL 2024 was full of runs as all 10 teams
enjoyed batting. Records tumbled
throughout the tournament as the pitches
turned out to be absolute belters. SRH, who
missed out on winning the title, set the record
for the highest team score of 287 for 3 in the
IPL when they faced Faf du Plessis’ RCB last
month at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru.

120 World Cup will have smaller totals, hope
bowlers play higger part: Mitchell Starc

wThe Indian trio of Jyothi Surekha
Vennam, Parneet Kaur and Aditi
Swami grabbed their third
successive Archery World Cup gold
medal, beating Turkey on
Saturday.

«Dipika said that Karthik kept re-
inventing himself

Chennai, Australia fast bowler Mitchell
Starc formed a crucial part of KKR winning
campaign in the Indian Premier League

2024. Starc upped the ante in the playoffs of

the tournament and ripped through the SRH
top order in both the matches they played in
the playoffs stage. The fast bowler will now
fly out to the United States of America to
play in the T20 World Cup 2024. Asked
about the trend of high scores in T20s, Starc
said that it will not happen in the T20 World
Cup 2024.Starc has argued that the lack of an

Impact Player rule in international cricket
will force teams to field more balanced sides,
something that will bring down the high
scores. The fast bowler said that due to the
absence of a specialist batting all-rounder at
No. 8, the T20 World Cup might have more

impactful performances from
bowlers."There is an Impact Player Rule
here and not in the T20 World Cup. You are
going to have to rely more on your all-
rounders. You cannot put your batting all-

__|
rounder at number 8, like you do in the [PL. I
don't think that you will see these kinds of
high scores in the T20 World Cup, purely
because there will be one less batter,"

Mitchell Starc said at the post-match press
conference after winning the IPL.

SRH vs KKR, IPL Final Highlights |

Scorecard

Starc also pointed out that the wickets were
batting-friendly in the Indian Premier
League, which might not be the case in the

T20 World Cup: Fans welcome Indian team in
New York airport, BCCI shares video

New York. The first batch of the

Indian team has arrived in the USA
to play in the T20 World Cup. Led
by India captain Rohit Sharma, top
players like Suryakumar Yadav,
Jasprit Bumrah and Rishabh Pant
among others travelled to the
Americas as the first batch of
players. The Indian team was
welcomed by fans in New York on
Sunday, 26 May. The Board of
Control of India (BCCI) shared the
video of the Indian team after their §
touchdown in New York.Among the
notable absentees were Virat Kohli
and Hardik Pandya, who had ended
their Indian Premier League campaign.
Kohli has been unable to travel to the USA
due to paperwork issues and is expected to
join the team at the end of this month.
Pandya on the other hand is reportedly in

\

England.Earlier, India captain Rohit Sharma
shared the first selfie from the USA. Rohit
was captured in a photo alongside Ravindra
Jadeja and Axar Patel.India's only World
Cup warm-up will be against Bangladesh at

the brand-new Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium,
where they will play three league
games, including a blockbuster
against Pakistan on June 9.India
. Schedule in T20 World Cup 2024

As they play most of their league
games at the same location, India
would like to make the most of the
warm-up game to gain a sense of the
circumstances. The modular stadium
featuring a drop-in pitch was
completed earlier this month, after
construction began in January. India,
who have not won an ICC crown
since 2013, will face Ireland in their
World Cup opener on June 5. The United
States is co-hosting an ICC event for the first
time, and its national team will make its
debut in the global championship.

Ravi Shastri turns 62: BCCl puts up post
ft. "energetic’ Sunil Gavaskar and others

The IPL commentators
wished Ravi Shastri on
his 61st birthday in his
unique and energetic
style. The BCCI put up a
special post on their
social media handle.

New Delhi. Former India cricketer and ex-
India coach Ravi Shastri turned 62 on May
27, Monday. The official social media handle
of the BCCI put up a special post for Shastri.
The video featured Shastri's fellow
commentators, who opted for a unique yet
energetic style to wish him a happy birthday.
The video had Sunil Gavaskar, Harsha
Bhogle, Kevin Pietersen and Matthew
Hayden.

The broadcasters emulated Shastri's unique
and eye-catching style of commentating.
Shastri's toss announcements during IPL
2024 were the ones to watch out for, which
could make anyone stop and listen to him and

the video had it all. Gavaskar and other
broadcasters praised Shastri for the energy
that he brings into the commentary box.
Shastri was in awe of the unique birthday
wishes and thanked the broadcasters for
getting the best out of him.

Shastri has a knack of keeping the audience
hooked and adding a sense of excitement.

-\

His distinctive voice and iconic catchphrases
further add to his appeal as a commentator,
making him one of the most loved
broadcasters among the fans. Be it giving
insightful analysis, providing entertaining
anecdotes or simply expressing his
excitement for the game, he keeps the
audience engaged with his dynamic
presence.

Alook at Shastri's impressive career

Shastri's impact has extended beyond his
iconic commentary style as he cemented is

s

legacy with a stellar cricketing career along
with being team India's head coach.

Shastri represented India in 80 Tests and 150
ODIs and scored 6938 runs in international
cricket, which included 15 hundreds. The
veteran all-rounder also managed to take 280
wickets for India. He was part of India's
World Cup triumph in 1983 and the 1985
World Championship of
cricket.

Post his retirement, Shastri took

1 over the commentary duties and
has been the voice behind
India's historic triumphs in the
ICCT20 World Cup in2007 and
the ODI World Cupin2011.

Shastri also donned the coaching
hat twice for India, first as a
team director from 2014 to
2016. He was the head coach of
the national side till the T20

World Cup 2021.India couldn't win an ICC

trophy under Shastri's coaching tenure.

However, the Indian team won back-to-back

Test series in Australia. India also reached

the final of the World Test Championship in

2019 against New Zealand when Shastri was

at the helm, along with Virat Kohli.After

quitting the coaching job in 2021, Shastri
ventured into broadcasting duties yet again.

Caribbean islands. West Indies wickets have
kept low and slow in the recent past, which
has aided spin in those wickets.

"Batters have been more brave in the
powerplay. They are striking the ball better
as we have seen in the IPL. Particularly the
wickets have been good. They will not be the
same in West Indies, it will turn and they will
be more tired. In the back end of the
tournament, it may spin more and stay low
and slow. Hopefully the bowlers play a bit
more role in the World Cup than they have
played in the IPL," Starc said.

IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL 2024 Purple Cap
|TPL 2024 Orange Cap

The fast bowler signed off by crediting
Gautam Gambhir for KKR's win in the
tournament. Starc said that Gambhir wanted
KKR to do well and returned to the franchise
to get them out of their recent
slump."Gautam Gambhir has been fantastic
tactically. He obviously wants the franchise
to do well, he has spent a lot of time here. He
just loves the group to do well. Whether it
has been his tactical eye or his observations
in training, he has been great. He thoroughly
deserves his success with KKR.

Shah Rukh Khan and

Rinku Singh's 'God's plan
baby' moment viral after

KKR win IPL 2024

New Delhi. KKR scripted history as they
lifted the IPL 2024 title and were crowned
the champions for the 3rd time in the
league. KKR's co-owner Shah Rukh
Khan, being ever-so-supportive, entered
the stadium to meet and greet every player
after KKR's triumph. He shared a warm
hug with Rinku Singh and reiterated,
"God's plan baby" and Rinku further said,
"God's plan completed". Shah Rukh, who
had come to M Chidambaram stadium
alongside entire family was elated with
his team's victory. He gave a kiss on
mentor Gautam Gambhir's forehead to
express his gratitude for all his
guidance.Shah Rukh has always shared a
soft corner with Rinku and KKR's star
player was over the moon after lifting the
trophy for KKR.

"Outstanding feeling right now. The dream
has come true - I have been here for 7

years and we are so happy. Credit to
Gautam Gambhir sir. [ will finally lift the
IPL trophy. It was God's plan," Rinku told
the broadcasters after the win.

GOD'SPLAN COMPLETED!!

In an interview with Star Sports, Shah Rukh
talked about Rinku's future with the
Indian team and how he wanted the star
player to be picked for India's T20 World
Cup squad. IPL 2024 Full Coverage | IPL
2024 Purple Cap | IPL 2024 Orange Cap

"Such amazing players are playing for the
country. I am really looking forward to
Rinku, Inshallah being in the World Cup
Squad and some other youngsters from
other teams also.""Some of them deserve
it so much, but my personal wish is that
Rinku makes it to the team. I will be so
happy. That will be the high point for me,"
Shah Rukh said.Rinku has been
associated with the KKR franchise for 7
years and even though he didn't get a lot of
chances this season, he has emerged as a
match-winner for the team on many
occasions.

Dare to Dream: Gautam Gambhir’s strong
message after KKR lift IPL 2024 trophy

«G6autam Gambhir has delivered
as the KKR mentor in IPL 2024

«Under Gambhir’'s mentorship,
the Knight Riders won the IPL
2024

wIn 2012 and 2014, Gambhir
won the IPL as a player and

captain

New Delhi Gautam Gambhir was over the
moon and pumped up after KKR won the
IPL 2024. On Sunday, May 26, Shreyas
Iyer’s men beat the Sunrisers by 8 wickets in
the final at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in

Chennai. Gambhir joined KKR as
a mentor ahead of the 2024 IPL
season and tasted success right
away. Back in 2012 and 2014, he
helped the Knight Riders make a
name for themselves by winning
thetitleasaplayer.

The 42-year-old Gambhir has
continued his dream run with the
franchise ever since he joined them
back in 2011. After the team won
their third title, the veteran dropped
a strong message on his ‘X’
account. Gambhir wrote, “Dare to
Dream!!”

After being asked to field first, KKR |
bowled SRH out for 113 in 18.3
overs. After the Sunrisers lost 3
wickets in the powerplay, the
Knight Riders never allowed them to get a
foothold back into the contest. KKR chased
down the target with 9.3 overs left in their
innings.Shreyas lauded Mitchell Starc, who

oream; |08

4y

1

bowled Abhishek Sharma with an absolute
peach and picked up 2 wickets. The skipper
also heaped praise on Andre Russell and
Venkatesh Iyer for their roles in the
final.SRH vs KKR, IPL Final Highlights |

Scorecard“Congrats to SRH
for the way they played
throughout. It was a high-
pressure game and Mitchell
Starc had been so good off-
field. Phenomenal work ethic,
something to learn for
youngsters,” Shreyas said in
the post-match presentation
ceremony.

“Russell has got a magic wand,
and he is looking towards me
to bowl. In the majority of the
games he gave us
breakthroughs. Venkatesh
Iyer made things easy for us,”
he added.Russell picked up 3
crucial wickets while
Venkatesh stayed not out on

52 runs off 26 balls in their run-chase.

Venkatesh was involved in a crucial

partnership of 91 runs with Rahmanullah

Gurbaz for the second wicket.
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ipasha
Basu

Set To Release Book On Self-Discovery,
Says 'lts Time To Share My Learnings'

ipasha Basu, a beloved actress in the B-town scene, is savoring her current chapter of
motherhood, relishing precious moments with her daughter Devi, spouse Karan Singh
- Grover, and loved ones. Amidst this joy, she has a thrilling surprise in store for her fans.
\ ‘ - Basu is embarking on a journey to document her self-discovery in the form of a book. In arecent
\ interview, she expressed her eagerness to connect with her audience on a deeper level, sharing
her innermost thoughts and emotions.Actress Bipasha Basu is poised to transition into the
realm of literature, as she embarks on a journey to author a book that delves into the profound
theme s of self-discovery, resilience, and the quest for inner peace.In a candid interaction
. - - with PTI, Basu reflected on the intricate tapestry of her life, woven
' S with both challenges and blessings in equal measure.
Anticipating this new chapter with enthusiasm, she
expressed, “But what has got me through and this faris a
conscious decision to focus on the bright side of life
and to choose sunshine — every day! I felt it’s time
to share my learnings with my fans and readers. I
am delighted I have found an enterprising team
in The Sunflower Seeds and L Ventures who
will be working closely with me on making
this dream come true,” Bipasha
enthused.Set for a 2025 release, Bipasha
Basu’s upcoming book promises to be a
beacon of inspiration for those seeking to
navigate the complexities of self-

exploration and resilience.
Bipasha Basu recently melted hearts with a
Do touching Instagram post showcasing a
AN tender moment with her daughter, Devi.
The video resonated deeply as it captured
the endearing sight of Devi rushing into her
mother’s open arms for an embrace.
i However, the heartwarming scene took an
"""" L adorable turn as Devi called out for “papa
papa” and made her way to her father, Karan
Singh Grover, who scooped her up with sheer
affection. Bipasha affectionately labeled the post
with “Doll,” eliciting an outpouring of love from her

adoring fans
While audiences anticipate her next on-screen appearance
following the miniseries “Dangerous” in 2020, Basu hinted at a
return to the screen in a recent interview with News 18. Expressing her
eagerness to delve back into her craft, she playfully remarked, “I’ll be making a comeback very
soon. I believe my daughter will graciously allow me to resume my work.” Acknowledging the
delicate balancing act required between professional endeavors and family life, she is currently
navigating this harmonious equilibrium with grace and intention.
B .

Farah Khanf -

Joins Birthday Boy Karan Johar in Bed; 4
Declares ‘Nowhere Else I'd Rather Be 28

Rinowned film director Karan Johar marked his 52nd birthday in style on Saturday, May 25, surrounded by close

.".\

friends from the film industry such as Farah Khan, Kajol, and Anil Kapoor. The celebration was full of laughter and
un, leaving lasting memories.On the following day, Farah Khan shared a hilarious moment from the party via a
video, where she jokingly poked fun at Karan for his choice of attire —a ‘baba suit” as opposed to the traditional ‘birthday
suit.” In this amusing video, Farah and Karan are clearly in high spirits. Farah kicks things off by humorously
announcing, “It’s Karan Johar’s birthday, and I am here. I feel he is in his birthday suit.” She then mischievously pulls
away a bedsheet covering Karan, who is visibly surprised and exclaims, “I can’t believe I am in bed with you at my
birthday party.”Continuing the light-hearted banter, Farah quips, “I thought it was his birthday suit, but he’s actually
wearing a ‘baba suit’.” Karan quickly interjects with his wit, “But [ am in bed with you; I’'m not sure if that’s a
problem for you or me.” The heartwarming video
concludes with Farah and Karan expressing their
affection and mutual respect, encapsulating the spirit of
their enduring friendship. She wrote the caption, “In
bed with the birthday boy!! 3Y~, @karanjohar... u
know there’s nowhere else I°d rather be! I love you!
#karah.”
Farah Khan and Karan Johar never fail to entertain with
their hilarious videos, and their fans love every
moment of it. Back in March, Farah treated the
internet to yet another delightful clip featuring the duo
indulging in a playful roast of each other’s outfits.In
the video, Farah sports an oversized long dress, while
Karan shines in a sequined ensemble. The lighthearted
teasing kicks off with Karan poking fun at Farah’s dress,
cheekily asking if it’s a maternity outfit. Farah, not missing a
beat, fires back at Karan’s flashy attire, dubbing it a “Maganlal dress” and humorously questioning its excessive
shimmer. Karan defends his glittering look, proudly asserting that sequins and shine are all the rage, while Farah
mockingly suggests he’s delusional about his fashionable appearance. +
Adding an extra touch of fun to this banter-filled exchange, the video was captured by their close friend and renowned
fashion designer, Manish Malhotra. Farah’s caption for the video perfectly encapsulated their playful dynamic: “"l;i];rtg.
#Karah reel the world was waiting for! Not really! Ka & Fa with videographer Manish Malhotra.” 4

Emraan Hashmi Was NOT The First
Choice Opposite Mallika Sherawat In
Murder, This Actor Ws Offered First

mraan Hashmi and Mallika Sherawat

became overnight stars with the 2004 film

“Murder.” Directed by Anurag Basu and
produced by Mukesh Bhatt, the film received
mixed reviews but became a superhit. Few
know that Rajniesh Duggall was originally
chosen for the lead role, not Emraan.The film
could have changed Duggall’s life, but he had a
heartfelt reason for declining. In a recent
interview with Siddharth Kannan, the 1920
actor revealed he was offered the role just three
days after winning Mr. India in March 2003.
Filmmakers Mukesh Bhatt and Mahesh Bhatt,
who were his mentors during the pageant, made
the offer. He said, “One day Mahesh Bhatt was
the guest speaker. He came, scanned everyone,
and asked us about ourselves. When everybody
was naming themselves and giving a reason
why they were sitting there, the reason I gave
about my presence was ‘I am here to win’. |
think that confidence stroked a chord.”

Rajniesh shared that the day after winning Mr.
India, Mukesh Bhatt asked about a guy from
Delhi, with producer Anshuman Swami
pointing him out. Three days later, Rajniesh
was called to the Bhatts’ fice with Swami and
composer Abu Malik.He recalled Bhatt saying
he was making a movie to re-launch his
nephew, Emraan Hashmi, who had debuted in
2003’s Footpath. Rajniesh said, “T am taking a
new girl called Reema Gill (Mallika Sherawat’s
real name) who hails from Delhi NCR and he
made me listen to Murder’s album which was
amazing.”

Bhatt told Rajniesh there were two roles in the
film—one of a husband and one of a
boyfriend—and he saw Duggall fitting either
role. Bhatt offered him the choice, with the
other role going to Emraan. After hearing the
bold story, which likely included intimate
scenes, Rajniesh admitted he had a girlfriend
(now his wife Pallavee) and couldn’t kiss on-
screen.Rajniesh said Bhatt was surprised but
understood and respected his decision to turn
down Murder for his girlfriend. Fortunately,
Rajniesh made his debut later with the 2008
Vikram Bhatt movie 1920.

Happy Birthday AbRam
Khan: Times He
Accompanied Dad Shah
Rukh Khan!

irst, let’s take a moment to wish AbRam
Khan on his birthday. Shah Rukh Khan
and Gauri Khan’s munchkin is not so little
anymore. AbRam turned 11 today. Wishes for
ADbRam have been pouring in from all quarter
The Khan family welcomed AbRam in
2013.From cheering SRK’s Kolkata Knight

Riders (KKR) in IPL matches to
accompanying his parents to the voting booth,
AbRam is often clicked by the paps. On the
occasion of AbRam’s 11th birthday, let’s take a
look at a few times SRK’s mni-me made an
appearance with the superstar. AbRam Khan
and Shah Rukh Khan shared an adorable
moment during a recent KKR vs Delhi
Capitals (DC) match in the Eden Gardens.
Needless to say, the video of their cute father-
son moment went viral. Take a look at it here.

On the occasion of Eid, this year, AbRam Khan
kept his father’s traditions and accompanied
him to greet fans. In a video, shared by a
paparazzi account, AbRam and Shah Rukh
Khan can be seen twinning in white kurta and
pyjamas and can be seen waving at the fans
waiting outside Mannat.

Even on the occasion of Shah Rukh Khan’s
birthday, AbRam accompanies his father to
greet his fans at midnight. In one of the videos,
shared by news agency ANI, AbRam and SRK
can be seen waving at the fans gathered outside
Mannat.AbRam Khan accompanied his father
Shah Rukh Khan to celebrate KKR’s star all-
rounder Andre Russell’s birthday. In a clip,
shared by SRK’s fan page, AbRam can be seen
putting cake on Russell’s face. In addition,
Russell can be seen hugging the little one in the
end.
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