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Limitations of Modi’s
Punjab outreach

PUNJAB will go to the polls on June 1 to elect
representatives for 13 Lok Sabha seats. Last
week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed
three rallies in the state. As expected of BJP
leaders and particularly PM Modi, he pitched his
appeal in emotional idioms, underlining his
personal bonding with Punjabis. Wearing a kesri-
coloured turban, he reminded Punjabis (read
Sikhs) that one of the Panj Pyaras— Guru Gobind
Singh’s five beloved ones who had been baptised
on Baisakhi day in 1699 — was a Gujarati. Thus,
his bond with the Sikh community was that of a
shared kinship (khoon ka rishta), he said.Punjab
has been an enigma for the Prime Minister.
Defying the national trend, his appeal among the
Punjabi voters has been rather limited. This is
despite the fact that unlike southern states such as
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, the BJP and its earlier
version, the Jana Sangh, have had a stable
presence in the state. Although its appeal has been
mostly among urban Hindus, the party has been in
power in the state in alliance with the
predominantly Sikh party, the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD). It won two Lok Sabha seats in 2019.
Both were constituencies with a substantial
Hindu population. This time, however, the BJP is
independently contesting all seats in the state.

Recognising that its identification solely with the
urban Hindus limits its chances of success, the
BJP has focused this time on winning over Sikh
voters. To establish that it can indeed represent the
Sikhs, it began to aggressively recruit Sikh
leaders from other political parties and make
them its candidates for the Lok Sabha elections,
often at the cost of ignoring its own cadre. This
has not been a difficult ideological proposition for
the BJP as, unlike the Muslims, it sees the Sikhs as
being part of the larger Hindu fold (as also does
the RSS, its founding head and patron).

Though post-Partition Punjab has rarely seen large-
scale communal violence, sectarian divisions
have been quite sharp in the state’s politics. Sikh
identity politics is mostly articulated by invoking
the fear of Hindu majoritarianism. The advocates
of Punjabiyat, too, have mostly been Sikhs.
Likewise, until recently, the urban Hindu elite of
Punjab rarely identified with the regional
interests and identitarian concerns of the
state.The story of the Hindu-Sikh divide goes
back to the late 19th century and was framed by
the politics of the Arya Samaj and the Singh
Sabhas. The narrative survived the Jana
Sangh/BJP-Akali divide. Interestingly, despite
their communal hostility, the two easily aligned
for pragmatic electoral reasons while contesting
against the Congress, as their political
constituencies remained exclusive.

This divide began to weaken with the Parkash
Singh Badal-led SAD deciding to turn the party
non-sectarian. While it continued to have sway
over Sikh religious politics and controlled the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPCQ), it recruited Hindus and even gave them
positions of leadership. The farmers’ movement
of 2020-21 also played an active role in
weakening the Hindu-Sikh divide. Even though
the Punjabi farmers actively invoked the
language of Sikhi, their mobilisation strategies
were proactively inclusive. They also received
enthusiastic support from all sections of the
Punjabi society.he success of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in the 2022 Assembly elections
further showed that Punjabi voters were not keen
to vote for their identities, religious or regional.
With the BJP, too, changing its political idiom and
presenting itself as being as much a party of the
Sikhs as of the Hindus, a significant shift has
occurred in the regional political arena. While the
2024 parliamentary election in Punjab is critical
for all major players, the Akalis, the AAP, and the
Congress, it is the most crucial election for the
BJP and personally for PM Modi. It is not the first
time that Modi has campaigned in Punjab.
However, never before have the stakes for him
been so high. What are the chances ofhis success?
What is likely to be his biggest challenge?In his
speeches delivered at three places, he raised
obvious questions about the failure of the ruling
party (AAP) in the state and repeatedly raised the
issues that the Sikhs have had with the Congress
in the past. Despite his efforts to shift the identity

A new study has concluded that cancer is

Experts have linked the rising risk of cancer in the

Becoming water-smart holds the key to tackling scarcity

If the catchments are healthy, rivers will have more distributed flows, particularly in the months after monsoon.

AS a somewhat belated summer in north
India reaches its peak, with Delhi and
surrounding areas reeling under a
heatwave, there is an increasing fear of
water scarcity. To highlight this
situation, the media generally cites live
storage in some 150 reservoirs in the
Central Water Commission’s (CWC) £
weekly reservoir bulletin (WRB),
which is published every Thursday
afternoon (why this cannot be given on
adaily basis is amystery).

The first thing to note about the water
storage position given in CWC’s WRB
is that this is expected to be low when
we are getting ready to welcome the
southwest monsoon (SWM) that has
already arrived in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. According to the
Bhakra Beas Management Board !
(BBMB), the reservoir-filling period
for Bhakra, Pong and Pandoh
reservoirs began on May 21.

Reservoirs, in any case, are constructed
to use up water before the onset of the
next monsoon. An optimum utilisation
of'the created capacity would mean that
the live storage capacity of the reservoirs should be the
bare minimum when fresh inflows into these reservoirs
start. To have a substantial quantity of water in these
reservoirs when fresh inflows begin would also be non-
optimal, as that would mean much less capacity in these
reservoirs to store them. It would also mean an increased
potential for avoidable flood-related disasters.

Since the IMD (India Meteorological Department) has
already forecast above-normal rainfall in SWM 2024 and
because the La Nina factor is likely to be active during the
monsoon, which generally brings surplus rain, the lower
storages we have at the onset of the SWM, the better it is
for usAccording to the CWC’s bulletin, north India
includes Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and Rajasthan. But
strangely, Uttarakhand, which is also a part of north India,
is included in east India. And the rest of north India
(Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi and Chandigarh) is
absent since these states/UTs do not have any water
reservoir worthy of being included in the CWC list.So, in
north India, the CWC bulletin includes 10 reservoirs,
where the live water storage on May 16 was 5.618 BCM
(billion cubic metres) or 29 per cent of the total live
capacity. This is only 3 per cent below the 10-year average
figure of 32 per cent, which is defined as ‘normal’. So
while this is lower than last year’s or normal storage, it
cannot be called alarming. India had rainfall 5.55 per cent
below the normal in SWM 2023, so some deficit in

Vulnerability of younger people worrying

increasingly affecting younger people in India.
According to the Cancer Mukt Bharat
Foundation, launched by a group of
oncologists, 20 per cent of the cancer cases in
the country are being detected in men and
women below the age of 40; around 60 per cent
of these patients are men. The most prevalent
cases are of head and neck cancer (26 per cent),
followed by gastrointestinal cancer (16 per
cent), breast cancer (15 per cent) and blood
cancer (9 per cen

younger generation with obesity, a sedentary
lifestyle and higher consumption of ultra-
processed food, besides tobacco and alcohol.
Another worrying factor is the late detection of
cancer in two-thirds of the cases, indicating low
levels of awareness about screening.

of his party from being exclusive representatives
ofthe Hindus to that of a Hindu-Sikh party.

Let me begin with the mental state of the parents of a boy I
am familiar with. They hoped that their son would do
extremely well in the Class XII CBSE exams. But then,
his 88 per cent marks seem to have brought the entire
family into a state of mourning and despair. In fact, in the
age of inflated marks (imagine the ‘toppers’ getting
500/500), nothing — even 98 per cent marks — satisfies
the parents. As I converse with them, I realise that they
are unhappy; they are anxious; and they are worried
about the ‘future’ of their son.What adds to their
nervousness is that their son could not do so well in the
NEET, the screening text for getting admission in
medical colleges. Will he be able to become a doctor, or
even a dentist? And even if he manages to become a
dentist, will he get a job in a good hospital? Or, for that
matter, will he be able to earn sufficient money through
his ‘private practice’? There seems to be no end to their
chronic nervousness and fear. They seem to have fallen
into the trap of overthinking. Needless to add, their son,
too, is terribly broken. Possibly, for the recovery of his
self-esteem and renewal of his life-energy, he needs a
qualitatively different kind of environment — an
environment that understands him or recognises him as
what he is; or an environment that doesn’t equate his
essence with his marksheet.The boy I am referring to is
not alone. There are many like him — wounded, broken
and humiliated. Yes, this is a structural/societal problem
— a problem characterised by the scarcity of
opportunities and rising unemployment, the
normalisation of hyper-competitiveness in everyday
life, and the middle-class dream of achieving what a
market-driven society valorises — a set of select careers
that fetch money or attractive salary packages, and
enables one to come closer to a mode of living the cult of
consumerism prescribes. But then, this structural
problem cannot be combated unless we acknowledge
and empathise with the pain of the victims of this system
— say, the likes of the boy I am referring to. Moreover, if
we really wish to change this system, and want our

India, described as

‘the cancer capitalof the

storage is expected. However, north India also had more
than one round of severe floods during SWM 2023, so we
need not have alarmingly low reservoir levels.

The key question here is: does the CWC’s WRB provide
accurate or even widely applicable figures for water
available across India? The CWC’s bulletin includes
water storage figures in just 150 reservoirs across India.
The country has 6,138 completed large dams, as per the
CWC’s National Register of Large Dams (September
2023). Thus, the CWC’s WRB includes less than 2.5 per
cent of India’s large dam reservoirs. In terms of the
storage capacity, it includes a larger proportion of live
storage behind these completed large dams, but the key
point is that it does not provide the applicable useful
information for a large majority of Indians, as it is the
smaller local reservoirs that are useful for them and not
some distant mega water body.

If the CWC wanted to provide a more accurate picture of
water stored in India’s reservoirs, it could easily do so as
illustrated by the SANDRP (South Asia Network on
Dams, Rivers & People) in 2018 (‘How India Measures
Water Storages’). We showed that state government
websites provided the water storage position in 3,863
reservoirs across India more frequently and accurately
than possibly the CWC’s WRB.

India has lakhs of smaller water reservoirs and millions of
groundwater aquifers that people depend on, which
provide the largest proportion of the water India uses, and

Cancer challenge

Let’s assure our children they are not commodities

Life has its own poetry and uncertamty, but in the name of ‘safety’ and ‘security’, we tend to transform it into stralghlforward mathematics.

children to evolve as humane, sensitive, compassionate
and life-affirming beings, we need to radically alter our
ways of looking at themIn this context, let me make three
points. First, let us be aware of the danger of the growing
commodification of life — the way the logic of the
market is fast colonising the most intimate domain of
family relations. Even our own children, we begin to
think, ought to evolve as ‘products’ — yes, the
commodities the market values and appreciates. The
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human essence of your child is not sufficient; she/he
must be seen as a ‘thing’ the worth of which has to be
measured through degrees, diplomas, social capital and
above all, the job profile or the salary package. No
wonder with an appropriate ‘price tag’, your child
becomes your status symbol — the way your SUV or
your new apartment in a gated society is. The result is
that our children are living with immense mental and
psychic pressure. Possibly, some of them begin to think
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clearly, the CWC’s weekly bulletin
does not provide accurate water
availability figures that the wvast
majority of Indians depend on. The
BBMB'’s reservoirs, for which the
filling period started last week, get their
water in the summer from the melting
of glaciers and other snow masses,
which is a different source altogether,
and for that we have no figures.

But this outdated focus on large dams by
the authorities in India, neglecting all
other options, has also rubbed off on the
media, it seems. The world is realising
that this advocacy of large dams is no
longer useful. In fact, there is an
increasing movement across the world
to decommission large dams. With the
increasing impacts of climate change
on rainfall patterns, this movement is
only going to gain strength.

Moreover, in 2023-24, India saw one of
the lowest generations from large
hydropower dams. The number of
disasters related to dams and
hydropower projects is rising rapidly.
Next month, when peak power demand
will be the highest, hydropower generation is projected to
be at the lowest. The operators of the Tehri project in north
India have added to the bad news by saying that power
generation from the project will be suspended from June
1. This will also affect the water supply in Delhi and
UP.The main question in the context of water scarcity is:
what is the most optimal way of maximum harvesting,
storage, recharge and utilisation of rainwater and flows?
The key component to achieving this objective is the
catchment of any river. The greater the capacity of the
catchment to harvest, hold, store and recharge rainwater at
its source, the closer we will be to achieving this
objective. This capacity of catchments can be improved
when there are more natural forests, more water bodies
and more carbon content in the soil and when we have a
greater ability to recharge the groundwater. Thus, we will
have more wetlands in the catchments and more
floodplains will be saved from destruction. The
barometers for this are our rivers. If our catchments are
healthy, rivers will have more distributed flows,
particularly in the post-monsoon months.

Sponge cities’ is the name of the scheme for our urban areas.
It is all about harvesting, holding, storing and recharging
higher proportion of the rainwater and flows in the city.
The sooner we adopt these measures and implement
commensurate policies and programmes, the smarter our
cities will become.

world’ in a recent report released by a leading
multinational healthcare group, records more than a
million new cases every year. The surge is estimated
to surpass the global average by 2025. A focused
approach is needed to handle cases of people under
40, who form an important segment of the working-
age population. The case burden can be reduced by
lifestyle modification and effective screening
strategies that detect cancer in the early stages. India
needs to be well prepared for this silent epidemic,
which threatens to reverse the economic gains made
during its remarkable post-Covid recovery.
Affordable and effective cancer care should be
prioritised. Cancer research, too, must get the
importance it deserves. Findings of various studies,
such as the one which says that people with tattoos
are at a higher risk of developing blood cancer, need
to be widely publicised so as to raise awareness. A
multipronged strategy can help India strongly
combat the emperor of all maladies.

that even parental love is not unconditional; and they
fall into the trap of despair and nothingness, if the
market refuses to buy them. It is high time we assured
our children that they are not commodities.Second, it is
terribly wrong on our part when we impose our own
fear on our children. This fear emanates from the belief
that many of us as conservative adults uphold — if you
do not follow the crowd and walk the same path, you
are in danger or are risking your life!

Hence, quite often, we pressurise our children to follow
the same standardised path — opt for physics,
chemistry, mathematics and biology; join the Kota
factory; repress all other aptitudes and emotions; and
satisfy the egos of your parents. Naturally, the idea of
any other path causes immense fear and anxiety.
Possibly, some of them want to become a wildlife
photographer, an archaeologist, a social activist or a
musician. But then, it is quite unlikely that they will be
encouraged by their parents. This repression is creating
a generation that is afraid of doing new things or
experimenting with life. Life has its own poetry and
uncertainty, but in the name of ‘safety’ and ‘security’,
we tend to transform it into straightforward
mathematics. This is nothing but what Erich Fromm
would have characterised as ‘escape from freedom’.
This is anti-life.And finally, as parents, when do we
realise the gravity of the crisis?

The narrative with which I began this article indicates the
trend — the obsession with the market-defined notion
of ‘success’ and the unbearable pressure on our
children. As we refuse to give any importance to the

need for inner fulfilment, creative joy, the union of work

and play and the rhythm of a simple/modest living, our
children are compelled to carry the burden of mental
fatigue and neurosis. No wonder students’ suicide is
becoming the new normal in the country. As the latest
report published by the National Crime Records Bureau
shows, over 13,000 students took their lives in India in
2022.
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IRCTC shares tumble 5% after
04 results: Hold or sell?

New Delhi, Shares of Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) declined 5% in early
trading on Wednesday after the company reported a
marginal rise in its Q4 net profit, falling short of market
expectations.

IRCTC's stock hit a day’s low of Rs 1,028 on the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE); it was trading 4.46% lower at
Rs1,034.40at 10:49 am.

Why IRCTC shares declined today?

Despite a 20% increase in revenue to Rs 1,154.8 crore,
both the topline and bottomline failed to meet analysts'
projections.Jinesh Joshi, a Research Analyst at
Prabhudas Lilladher told Business Today that IRCTC's
performance was hindered by higher other expenses,
resulting in a miss on both Profit After Tax (PAT) and
Earnings Before Interest, Taxes, Depreciation, and
Amortization (EBITDA).

The brokerage has maintained a hold rating on the stock,
assigning a price target of Rs 825.

"The stock is currently trading at 66.1 times our FY25E
EPS estimate. We have a HOLD rating with a price
target of Rs 825," stated Joshi.Prabhudas Lilladher had
anticipated the company to report a net profit of Rs
306.5 crore, reflecting a 21.2% year-on-year increase,
buta 2.5% decline quarter-on-quarter.

Despite the mixed results, the IRCTC board has
announced a final dividend of Rs 4 per share for the
financial year 2023-24, equating to 200% of the paid-up
share capital and amounting to Rs 256 crore.

In Q4, IRCTC's EBITDA rose by 3.4% to Rs 402.96
crore.However, the EBITDA margin dropped to
34.89% from 36.8% in the same period last year.
Notably, the contribution of internet ticketing to overall
revenue decreased to 31% from 32.8% in the previous
year and 37.1% in FY23.The financial performance,
coupled with rising expenses, has led to a cautious
outlook among analysts and investors, resulting in the
decline in share price.

Paytm dismisses speculation
on potential stake acquisition
by Adani Group

New Delhi, One97 Communications Limited, the
parent company of Paytm, has denied being in any
discussions with the Adani Group regarding a
potential stake sale.

This statement follows a report suggesting that
billionaire Gautam Adani was negotiating with Paytm
CEO Vijay Shekhar Sharma to acquire a stake in the
digital payments firm.“With reference to the
captioned subject, we hereby clarify that the above-
mentioned news item is speculative, and the
Company is not engaged in any discussions in this
regard,” Paytm stated in a stock exchange filing. The
Adani group categorically denies this baseless
speculation; it is totally false and untrue.

A recent media report claimed Sharma had visited
Adani, the chairman of the ports-to-power

conglomerate Adani Group, on Tuesday to "finalise
the contours ofa deal."

It also indicated that discussions between Adani and
Sharma had been ongoing, with Adani also in talks
with West Asian funds to brng them in as investors in
Paytm.Despite the company's denial, Paytm's shares
jumped 5%, while Adani Enterprises, the flagship
company of the Adani Group, saw its shares dip 0.4%.

As of the end of March, Vijay Shekhar Sharma holds a
9.1% stake in Paytm in his personal capacity and
another 10.3% through Resilient Asset Management,
a foreign entity, according to exchange data.

US lobby asks India to
rethink its proposed EU-like
competition law

NEW DELHI. A US lobby group representing tech
giants Google, Amazon, and Apple wrote a letter to
the Indian government urging the country to rethink
its proposed EU-like competition law.

The group, in a letter to the Corporate Affairs Ministry,
said that regulations against data use and preferential
treatment of partners could raise user costs.

“Targeted companies are likely to reduce investment in
India, pass on increased prices for digital services, and
reduce the range of services,” reads the letter of the
US-India Business Council (USIBC), part of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce.

In February 2024,
India proposed
imposing
obligations on them
under a new antitrust
law that proposes to
prohibit companies
from exploiting non-
public data of their
users and promoting
their own services
over rivals, and also
abolish restrictions
on the downloading
of third-party
apps.India’s Digital
Competition Bill is
on the lines of the

EU’s landmark Digital Markets Act 2022. It will apply

to big firms, including those with a global turnover of

over $30 billion and whose digital services have at

least 10 million users locally. With a population of 1.4

billion people and a growing affluent class, India is a

lucrative market for big tech companies.The

Competition Commission of India (CCI) in 2022

fined Google $161 million, ordering it to stop

restricting users from removing its pre-installed apps
and allow downloads without using its app store.

IRCTC Stock Falls 5% After Q4 Numbers Miss
Street Estimates; What Should Investors Do?

New Delhi, Shares of Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) slumped nearly 5 per cent on
May 29 after the company’s topline and
bottomline for the fourth quarter missed
Street estimates.

The railway PSU stock declined 5.16 per
cent to the day’s low of Rs 1,027.15 on
NSE in morning deals.On Tuesday,
IRCTC, the only firm authorised by the
Indian Railways to manage food services
onboard trains and provide online railway
ticket booking services, posted a
consolidated net profit of Rs 284.2 crore
for the quarter ended March 31, up 1.9 per
cent on a year-on-year basis. IRCTC’s
quarterly revenue grew to Rs 1,154.8
crore from Rs 965 crore a year ago,
according to aregulatory filing.

IRCTC’s earnings before interest, tax,
depreciation and amortization (EBIDTA)
for the quarter grew 3.4 percent YoY to Rs
402.96 crore and EBIDTA margin came
in at at 34.89 percent as compared to 36.8
percent in the year-ago period.

he decline in margin was due to the higher

contribution of other segments such as
catering, and tourism, which are low-
margin segments in comparison with
internet ticketing.The PSU board

recommended a final dividend of Rs 4 per
share, constituting 200 per cent of the
paid-up share capital, with a face value of
Rs 2 each for FY24, subject to

Lok Sabha elections: Brokerage
PhillipCapital bets on these 12 stocks

New Delhi, Stock market analysts and
brokerages have been actively

broader economy, assuming continued
policy stability and effective execution.

discussing the potential outcomes of In a particularly bullish scenario, where

the Lok Sabha elections and their
impact on the stock market.Recently,
brokerage firm PhillipCapital has
shared 12 stock picks — with strong one-
year growth potential — for investors
looking to position their portfolios
ahead of the election results.

These include State Bank of India
(SBI), Bank of Baroda (BOB), Canara
Bank, Power Finance Corporation
(PFC), Rural Electrification
Corporation (REC), Shriram Finance,
Muthoot Finance, UltraTech Cement,
Siemens, Hero MotoCorp, TVS
Motor, and Divi's Laboratories.The
brokerage has offered insights into
how different election scenarios
might influence market dynamics.Ina
base case scenario, the brokerage
anticipates that the BJP will secure 290-
300 seats, with the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) winning
330-340 seats.

If this prediction holds, the brokerage
maintains a positive outlook on
equities, corporate earnings, and the

the BJP garners more than 325 seats and
the NDA surpasses 360 seats,
PhillipCapital epects a sharp rally in
equities. The brokerage highlighted that
such a strong mandate would likely

result in heightened investor
confidence and market optimism.

In a bearish scenario, where the BJP fails

to secure a majority but the NDA still
forms a government under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, there could be a sharp sell-off in
equities.“A bearish scenario — where

the BJP does not secure a majority but
the NDA forms a government under the
leadership of Mr Narendra Modi as PM
— this might lead to sharp sell-off in
equities,” it said.However,
PhillipCapital recommends buying
equities during such a steep correction,
assuming a stable NDA alliance for the
next five years under Modi's
leadership. The brokerage
dismissed the possibility of a
non-NDA government taking
power.“Assuming a stable
alliance for the next five years
under the leadership of Mr
Modi, we would recommend
buying equities on steep
correction. We do not see any
chance of a non-ND
government coming to power,"
the brokerage
said.PhillipCapital also
observed that the marginal dip in voter
turnout is unlikely to significantly
impact the BJP's expected re-election.
"Post our initial observations, the dip in
voter turnout has been marginal and is
unlikely to alter BJP’s expected re-
election," itnoted.

Over 20,000 techies lost jobs in 'silent layoffs’: AHITEU

According to the association, the
actual numbers will be over
20,000. It is also said that
companies force employees to
resign because they can cut
costs hy avoiding severance

packages.

BENGALURU. More than 20,000
employees in the IT/ITeS industry have
lost their jobs in ‘silent’ layoffs in FY24
alone, according to the All India IT &
ITeS Employees’ Union (AIITEU).

“This is just the tip of the iceberg and
there are many other problems in the
industry, including delayed
onboarding, no payment for overtime,
no local point of contact for employees
working from hometown and the

Market volatility peaks de

The volatility index, India VIX,
rose over 5% intraday on
Tuesday to hit a fresh two-year

high of 24.48.

NEW DELHI. Despite increased volatility |

in the stock market over concerns related
to the general election outcome that is due
on June 4, most brokerages continue to
view that Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
led National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
will comfortably form the central
government for the third straight time.

“Amid concerns over policy continuity, we
expect the BJP to comfortably retain its
majority in the ongoing Lok Sabha
general elections...Based on our
assessment of major states on a pan-India
basis, we see a net incremental loss of 4
seats to 299 for BJP in our base case,
while our bear and bull case seat tally is in
a narrow range of 290 to 310,” said
analysts at JM Financials on Tuesday.

The volatility index, India VIX, rose over
5% intraday on Tuesday to hit a fresh two-
year high of 24.48. The index, which
measures the market’s expectation of

announcement of a failure of
background verification after
employees have joined the

organisation,” General Secretary of
AINITEU Saubhik Bhattacharya told
TNIE.According to the association, the
actual numbers will be over 20,000. It
is also said that companies force
employees to resign because they can
cut costs by avoiding severance
packages.Nascent Information
Technology Employees Senate
(NITES) president Harpreet Singh

=

Saluja said that in the first five months
of'this year alone, about 2,000 to 3,000
employees have lost their jobs.

“Also, these silent layoffs
happen across locations, cities
and projects. For instance, if
there are 80 members in a
project, two to three people are
fired, citing various reasons,”
he said.

“In India’s IT industry, quiet
firing nudges employees to
leave on their own, dodging
the stigma of layoffs. It’s also
to avoid talented staff from

seeking other jobs when layoffs are
announced. This method, however,
creates a demoralising work
environment and undermines trust and
respect, eroding the company’s ethical
foundation. To avoid this, clear
communication between companies
and employees is crucial,” said Anup
Menon, Vice President of CIEL HR
Services.

| ‘
X

shareholder approval.

The margin was recorded at 31.4 per cent in

Q4FY24, down 220 basis points from
33.6 per cent in the same quarter of the
previous year. The contribution of internet
ticketing to overall revenue dropped to 31
per cent from 32.8 per cent the previous
year and 37.1 per cent in FY23. IRCTC’s
catering business expanded by 34.1 per
cent to Rs 530.8 crore.The shares of the
company have zoomed 47.6 per cent in
the last six months, whereas the stock has
rallied over 60 per cent in the last one
year.IRCTC is an Indian public sector
undertaking responsible for offering
ticketing, catering, and tourism services
in partnership with the state-owned
Indian Railways.

Prabhudas Lilladher maintained a ‘Hold’

rating on the stock with a target price of
Rs 825. The stock currently trades at
66.1x the brokerage’s FY25E EPS
estimate.““We shall come back with more
details post the analyst call,” said PL in a
note.

Sensex tumbles over 600
points: Factor’s behind

weakness on D-Street

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices
encountered a sharp decline on Wednesday,
with the BSE Sensex falling over 600 points
and the Nifty50 retreating to 22,700 levels.

At 11:20 am, the BSE Sensex had dropped
602.14 points to 74,568.31, while the NSE
Nifty50 was down 176.50 points, trading at
22,711.65.The sell-off was widespread,
affecting all sectors, with heavyweights such
as HDFC Bank, M&M, ICICI Bank, L&T,
Reliance, and Axis Bank among the top
losers.Sectoral indices also faced declines,
with Nifty Financial Services down 0.6% and
Nifty Auto declining 0.8%. Other sectors,
including FMCQG, IT, Healthcare, Pharma, and
01l & Gas, also saw reductions.

It may be noted that this marked the fourth
consecutive session of losses for Dalal Street,
as investor anxiety increased ahead of crucial
US inflation data expected later this week.

The data is anticipated to provide clues about the

Federal Reserve's future

interest rate

decisions.Analysts also noted that volatility
remains at a two-year high due to investor
anxiety regarding exit polls for the Lok Sabha
elections and GDP data, scheduled to be
released on May 31.Prashanth Tapse, Senior
VP (Research) at Mehta Equities, noted that
despite positive catalysts like record highs in
the Nasdaq Composite driven by tech stocks,
caution is warranted due to the India VIX
reaching a two-year high ahead of significant
events like exit polls and GDP data.

“Caution is advised as India VIX is at a two-year
high 0f 24.20, ahead of significant events such
as exit polls and GDP data,” Tapse said.

Deven Mehata, Research Analyst at Choice
Broking, highlighted that Nifty could find
support at 22,800, with immediate resistance
levels at 22,950 and 23,000.

“Yesterday, Indian markets traded flat during the
day, then fell in the last hour and finished near
the day's low. Traders with long positions
should set a strict stop loss at 22800 on a
closing basis,” he added.

volatility in the next 30 days, has been
going up since the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections took off last month.

In one month, it has surged 124% as lower
voter turnout in six phases completed so
far has raised questions about whether the
ruling party would win a strong margin,
which is necessary for the continuity of

market-friendly policies.

“As the market approaches the election
outcome, the uncertainty-led volatility is
likely to continue. However, the
underlying earnings growth for the March
quarter results so far was largely above
expectations, which could support the
valuation, currently moderately above the

spite hope in Modi’s win

long-term average,” said Vinod Nair,
head of research at Geojit Financial
Services.Emkay Investment Managers
(EIM) on Tuesday said that an expected
return of the NDA regime with a base case
scenario of 330 seats will result in policy
continuity along with major reforms on
land, labour, and judiciary will support
positive sentiment in the Indian markets.

Manish Sonthalia, Chief Investment
Officer of EIM, said, “BFSI, PSUs, and
industrials are expected to do well. BFSI
has led earnings growth and seen a
correction in valuation. Investment-
related themes will come into play with
power capex building up in the next 3 to 5
years.”The benchmark Sensex closed the
Tuesday session at 75,171, a decline of
220 points, while the Nifty50 index ended
the session at 22,888, a drop of 44 points.
Besides elections, the Indian markets
have been jittery due to continuous
selling by foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs).Global brokerage UBS has
highlighted four scenarios of the election
outcome and said that the INDIA alliance
coming to power is a big negative for
equities. It added that stock market
valuations may get derated in this
scenario and a test of pre-NDA valuation
multiples is likely.
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Mani Shankar Aiyar stirs row with China
'allegedly invaded' India in 1962 remark

While the BJP
slammed Mani
Shankar Aiyar's
remark as "a brazen
attempt at
revisionism", the
Congress has
"distanced itself from
his original
phraseology".

New Delhi: Congress leader Mani Shankar
Aiyar kicked up a political row by saying
that the "Chinese allegedly invaded India"
in October 1962. The BJP has slammed the
controversial remark, saying it was "a
brazen attempt at revisionism".

Meanwhile, Congress general secretary

Jairam Ramesh tweeted on Tuesday night
that the veteran party leader has
"subequently apologised unreservedly for
using the term 'alleged invasion'
mistakenly"." Allowances must be made for
his age," he said, adding that Congress has
"distanced itself from his original
phraseology".

On Tuesday evening, Aiyar, while speaking at

the launch of the book 'Nehru's First
Recruits' at the Foreign Correspondents’
Club in Delhi, said, "In October 1962, the
Chinese allegedly invaded India.”The
Congress leader also recalled the time when
he was refused entry into the Indian Foreign
Service (IFS).“On the day that Taiwan fell,
the Foreign Service exams began in London.
When they were over, the newspapers used
to make reference to me being a Left-wing,
being a communist. After I had passed the
IFS exams and had done rather well, if I may
say so, I suddenly found that I was not
getting any kind of admission letter.

So I wrote to the Ministry of External Affairs

saying I haven’t received my joining letter. [
received a telegram saying ‘regret to inform
you that you have been rejected from all
services’. I immediately realised what it
was about. As some people said, I had
raised money for the Chinese. [ wasn’t able
to raise money to eat my dinner. How was [
going to raise it for the Chinese?” he
quipped.Aiyar's choice of words, however,
raised eyebrows and drew sharp rebukes
from various quarters, including his own
party.Recognising the gravity of the
situation, the Congess leader later attempted
to clarify his stance, admitting that he should
not have used the term "alleged", especially
in the midst of an election season.In a brief
statement, he said, "I unreservedly
apologise for having mistakenly used the
word 'alleged' before 'Chinese invasion' at
the Foreign Correspondents Club this
evening."

“There are various books which indicate that

we could have accepted Zhou Enlai’s

=\
proposal of April 1960 and avoided a
wara€z | used the expression 'alleged'. 1
shouldn’t have done so because we are in the
middle of an election," he added.Slamming
Alyar's controversial remark as "a brazen
attempt at revisionism", the BJP's IT cell
chief Amit Malviya tweeted, "Nehru gave
up India’s claim on permanent seat at the
UNSC in favour of the Chinese, Rahul
Gandhi signed a secret MoU, Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation accepted funds from the
Chinese Embassy and published reports
recommending market access for Chinese

companies, based on them, Sonia Gandhi’s
UPA opened up Indian market for Chinese
goods, hurting MSMEs and now Congress
leader Aiyar wants to whitewash the
Chinese invasion, post which the Chinese
have been in illegal occupation of 38,000 sq
km of Indian territory."

In the wake of the controversy, while noting

that Aiyar had subsequently apologised
"unreservedly" for using the term "alleged
invasion mistakenly", Congress's Jairam
Ramesh also accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of giving a "clean chit" to
the Chinese for their incursions in May
2020.The Chinese invasion of India that
began on October 20, 1962 was for real. So
too were the Chinese incursions in Ladakh
in early May 2020 in which 20 of our
soldiers were martyred, and the status quo
disturbed," he tweeted late Tuesday
night."The outgoing PM, however, gave a
clean chit publicly to the Chinese on June
19th 2020, seriously weakening our
negotiating position.

Student Activist Sharjeel

Imam Gets Bail In 2020
Sedition Case

New Delhi: Nearly four-and-a-half years after he was
arrested on charges of delivering inflammatory
speeches, activist Sharjeel Imam was granted bail by
Delhi High Court today. Sharjeel Imam had
challenged a trial court order that refused him bail and
argued that he had already undergone more than half of
the maximum sentence he can be awarded if he is
convicted in the case.

Aresearch scholar with Jawaharlal Nehru University, he
was arrested in January 2020 after a sedition case was
registered against him for an alleged call to cut off the
Northeast from the rest of India. The remarks were
made amid protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Act. Cases against the activist were
registered in several states, including Delhi, Assam,
Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh.According to Delhi Police, Sharjeel Imam
made divisive speeches at events in Jamia Millia
Islamia University and at Aligarh Muslim University.
He was allegedly one of the organisers of the protest at
Delhi's Shaheen Bagh against the new citizenship law.

Arguing before the high court bench of Justice Suresh
Kumar Kait and Justice Manoj Jain, the prosecution
said Sharjeel Imam had allegedly threatened to cut off
the North East from the country in his speeches. Imam
was charged under the IPC section relating to sedition,
and Section 13 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Actwas also invoked.Seeking bail, the activist told the
court that the maximum sentence under Section 13 of
UAPA is seven years and he has already been in
custody for over four. A trial court had earlier refused
him bail, noting that an accused's custody could be
extended in "exceptional circumstances".

Key conspirator in Rohingyas,
Bangladeshi trafficking case
arrested

New Delhi: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Tuesday arrested a Tripura resident for allegedly
trafficking Bangladeshi nationals and Rohingyas into
the country through the north-eastern borders. The
accused identified as Jalil Miah, a key conspirator, was
carrying a cash reward of Rs 1 lakh, according to the
NIAAt least 33 people have been arrested in the case
and 24 accused have been chargesheeted so far by the
NIA, which had taken over the case from Assam
Special Task Force (STF) last year.

According to NIA, investigations have revealed that a
large number of Bangladeshi nationals and Rohingyas
are being trafficked to India every month through the
porous stretches of the Indo-Bangladesh border and are
transported to different parts of the country and
provided fake documents and forced into labour.

“The NIA had in February declared a cash reward of Rs 1
lakh for information leading to the arrest of Jalil, who
was absconding in the case, in addition to nine others,”
an NIA spokesperson said.The NIA said Jalil was a
close associate of chargesheeted accused Jiban Rudra
Pal alias Jibon alias Suman.

Jalil was also closely associated with two other
absconders, Juj Miah and Shanto, all hailing from
Tripura. He had managed to escape during the initial
operation on November 8, 2023, in which 29 accused
were arrested,” the spokesperson said, adding that
electronic devices and other incriminating documents
seized from his residence had pointed to his complicity.

“A subsequent crackdown on December 29 last year had
led to the arrest of another four accused in the case,
exposing a massive network of human traffickers...The
manhunt for tracking the other absconders is
continuing,” said the spokesperson.

In the searches conducted across the nation in November
2023, the NIA had seized incriminating data, including
digital devices, along with foreign currency
(Bangladeshi Taka and US Dollar), Aadhaar cards, PAN
cards etc.

“A subsequent crackdown on December 29 last year had
led to the arrest of another four accused in the case,
exposing a massive network of human traffickers. The
manhunt for tracking the other absconders is continuing
and investigations are in progress to connect the
missing links in the elaborate racket,” the spokesperson
said.

Delhi Fire Services getting 200 calls
daily amid intense heatwave

New Delhi: With temperatures
hovering around 48 degrees Celsius in
Delhi in the past two weeks, the Delhi
Fire Services has been receiving an

average of 200 calls daily.
Last year, the fire
department received
about 160 calls daily
during this period.Till
May 26 this year, the fire
department has received
2,991 fire-related calls. In

winters, only 70 to 80

calls are received on

conditioning (AC) units without
proper maintenance.Earlier on
Saturday night, 7 newborn babies
were killed after a children’s hospital

average.With Delhi

reeling undr severe
heatwave conditions in

the past two weeks, fire- [

related incidents have
been reported in

residential areas, hospitals, and

parking lots.Atul Garg, Delhi Fire RISING FIRE INCIDENTS

in fire incidents to excessive use of air

in east Delhi’s Vivek Vihar was

engulfed in a massive fire.

of electrical appliances at homes,

factories, and institutions. He said
electrical load and wiring should be
checked regularly."Get the wiring
checked to see if it can withstand

increased load or not.
Geysers run for only a
short time in winters,
whereas ACs run 24/7
in summers. As the load
increases, wiring may
not be able to handle it.
Install local MCBs in
heavy equipment as
they provide immediate
3 tripping," he stated.

& WATERSHORTAGE

. '3 In the wake of the
; E,‘*Q‘__ heatwave, water supply
in many parts of the city
will be based on

demand. Areas that used to receive
water twice a day will now only get it
once, with the remaining water being
diverted to areas with higher demand.

Sikkim High Court introduces menstrual
leave policy for its women employees

New Delhi. In a first-of-its-kind move,
the Sikkim High Court has introduced
a menstrual leave policy for its women
employees in the registry. In a
notification on May 27, the Sikkim

there is no national policy or law for
menstrual leave.In February 2023, the
Supreme Court declined to hear a
petition seeking menstrual leave for
students and working women in the

High Court registry stated that

women employees may avail “2-
3 days of menstrual leave” in a
month.However, such leave
would only be granted on the
prior recommendation of the
Medical Officer of the High
Court. “This leave will not be
counted against the employee’s
overall leave account,”
notification stated.The Sikkim

the

HC, the country’s smallest High
Court, has three judges, with just

9 officers in the registry including one
woman officer, as per the High Court
website. The Sikkim High Court is the
first High Court to introduce a
menstrual leave policy. Currently,

country, stating that it was in the
domain of policy and not for them to
decide. The bench led by Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud
recommended that the petitioner file a

representation with the Union Ministry
of Women and Child Development
instead.

In December 2023, Minister of Women
and Child Development Smriti Irani

opposed a menstrual leave
policy. Though Irani said she
believes “menstruating and
menstrual cycle is not a
handicap”, she expressed
concern that “equal
opportunities just because
somebody who does not
menstruate has a particular view
towards menstruation.”In the
same month that year, the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare formulated a draft

Menstrual Hygiene policy which
stated that work-from-home or support
leaves should be available to women so
that there is no discrimination against
them.

Exclusive - "India's Elections
Most Eco-Friendly": Poll Body
Chief Rajiv Kumar To

New Delhi: The ongoing Lok Sabha polls is
probably the 'hottest' election in India's history,
thanks to the scorching heathe elections, however,
are definitely the most eco-friendly elections that
have been ever held in the world's largest
democracy and Indians should be proud of that
fact."Reduce, Reuse and Recycle" is an integral
motto for environmentally sound election
management practices, asserts the Election
Commission of India (EC).

"Thanks to many environment friendly initiatives
undertaken by the Election Commission of India,
there is no doubt that the 2024 General Elections
are the eco-friendly elections. Other than saving of
huge paper due to use of EVMs, electronic means
of filing complaints, directions were given for no
use of single use plastic in electoral process," said
Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar"India
has now set a new global benchmark for holding
environmentally sustainable elections with a low
carbon footprint'. Many eco-friendly polling
stations were also set up" said Mr Kumar.Rajiv
Kumar has been at the helm since 2022 and holds a
master's degree in sustainability among his many
qualifications. Mr Kumar has worked in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests, and was part
of National Mission on Afforestation.His other
colleagues are also technocrats with green ideas:
Dr Sukhbir Singh Sandhu is a medical graduate and
Shri Gyanesh Kumar is a trained civil enineer from
IIT-Kanpur.The use of 5.6 million EVMs in the
elections has saved thousands of tonnes of paper.
Each machine has a life of 15 years and easily three
Parliamentary elections can be conducted using the
same machines, in addition to three assembly
elections. This makes the EVMs highly
environmentally sustainable.That paper wastage
has been avoided is another positive aspect of
deploying EVMs.

As per the Narrative Report of 17th Lok Sabha
General Elections 2019 - which refers to General
Elections 2004 - replacing the erstwhile voting
method of using ballot papers, 1.075 million EVMs
were used in 543 Parliamentary and 697 Assembly
Constituencies making 14th General Elections
fully electronic for the first time.The use of EVMs
in General Elections 2004, it states, saved around
1,50,000 trees which would have been cut for
production of about 8000 tonnes of paper for
printing the ballot papers if traditional system of
ballot box was adopted.During the period from
2004 to 2024 the elector base has increased from
about 67.1 crores to 96.9 crores, i.e. an increase of
44.5%. Going by this, we may estimate that the use
of EVMs in the ongoing Lok Sabha Elections, 2024
has contributed to the savings of about 11,520
tonnes of paper and prevented cutting down of
about2.15 lakh trees. This is a whopping lot paper.

Mercury crosses 50°C in north, central
Northeast kills 35

India, heavy rain in

While many parts of

Delhi recorded maximum temperatures

northern and central

of 49 degrees Celsius or more.
Mungeshpur and Narela in Delhi clocked

India reeled under

49.9 degrees, followed by Najafgarh at
49.8 degrees Celsius, the India

extreme heatwave

Meteorological Department (IMD) said.
"Today, heatwave to severe heatwave

conditions, heavy rain

conditions prevailed over most parts of

and thunderstorms

Rajasthan, Haryana-Chandigarh-Delhi,
in many parts of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya

triggered by Cyclone

Pradesh and in isolated pockets of Bihar
and Himachal Pradesh," the weather

Remal left at least 35

department said.huru in Rajasthan was
the hottest place in the country with a

people dead in

northeastern states.

maximum temperature of 50.5 degrees
Celsius, followed by Sirsa-AWS in
Haryana (50.3 degrees Celsius),
Mungeshpur and Narela (49.9 degrees

New Delhi:Many parts of northern and
central India were in the grip of extreme
heatwave conditions on Tuesday with the
mercury touching 50 degrees Celsius in
Rajasthan's Churu and Haryana's Sirsa
and settling nine notches above normal in
Delhi.At least three weather stations in

Celsius), Najafgarh (49.8 degrees
Celsius), Sirsa (49.5 degrees Celsius),
Ganganagar in Rajasthan (49.4 degrees
Celsius), Pilani and Phalodi in Rajasthan
and Jhansi (49 degrees Celsius).The
scorching heat prompted the Haryana
government to advance summer
vacations in all state-run and private

schools to Tuesday.The IMD has said
respite from the heatwave conditions
could be in sight after May 30."Expect
relief from the heat wave in northwest
and central parts of the country after three
days due to a western disturbance and
moisture incursion from the Arabian Sea.
There could be some thunderstorm
activity in northwest India and rain in the
western Himalayan region," IMD chief

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said.

Similarly, IMD scientist, Dr Naresh Kumar
said, "Yesterday, there were extreme

temperatures. Heatwave to

heatwave situation is prevailing in many
states. Today, these extreme temperatures

will persist. We have issued a red alert in
western Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, UP
and MP. After this, the temperatures will
gradually fall. The severity of the
heatwave will decrease from tomorrow
onwards... In the coming 4 days, the
temperature will decrease... The impact
of western disturbance will be seen in the
western Himalayan region... In the
coming 24 hours, Kerala could witness
the onset of monsoon."

HEAVY RAIN DUE TO CYCLONE
REMALKILLS 35

Heavy rain and thunderstorms triggered by
Cyclone Remal left at least 35 people
dead in northeastern states, including
Mizoram, the worst-hit, with dozens still
missing.Hundreds were forced to take
shelter in relief camps as rain destroyed
homes and knocked down power lines.

At least 25 people, including 14 in a stone
quarry collapse, were killed in Mizoram
on Tuesday due to landslides and
incessant rain in the aftermath of cyclone
'Remal’, the state disaster management
authority said.

severe
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20 passengers dead after bus falls
into ravine in Pakistan

Quetta A speeding passenger bus crashed off a
mountainous highway and fell into a ravine in southwest
Pakistan early Wednesday, killing at least 20 passengers,
police and government officials said.Local police
officer Asghar Ali said the accident happened in Washuk
town as the bus was travelling from Turbat, the second-
largest city in Balochistan province, to Quetta, the
provincial capital.Local media pictures showed the
wreckage at the bottom of a rocky ravine.Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi expressed sorrow over the
accident.

Road accidents are common in Pakistan, where traffic
rules and safety standards are sparsely followed, even on
battered roads in particularly rugged areas.At least 20
people were killed and another 30 were injured earlier
this month in a similar incident.

Tourists in Japan poke holes in
newly erected barrier blocking
Mount Fuji view

World. Eager to witness Japan's Mount Fiji, tourists
have started pricking holes in a huge black screen
erected last week to prevent overcrowding at a popular
panoramic spot.

Soon after discovering the holes, officials on Tuesday
stated that they had started to repair them, news agency
Associated Press (AP) reported. The installation of the
black screen at Fujikawaguchiko, a popular spot for
capturing photos of the iconic mountain, was
completed last week. However, the next day, officials
found a hole in it, and by Tuesday they discovered
around 10 similar holes, the size of which was apt for a
camera lens to see through.The black mesh screen was
put up as locals complained about visitors who were
trespassing and breaking the traffic rules in an attempt
to shot perfect photos of the mountain for their social
media posts.A highly popular spot for capturing photos
is situated outside a Lawson convenience store,
offering a view where photographs taken from a
particular angle create the illusion of Mt. Fuji resting
atop the store roof.

The security guard stationed at the store, where, after the
locals complained, the viewing spot was blocked off,
stated that small holes began appearing in the morning
and evening while no one was watching.

Speaking with AFP, the security guard stated: “It’s about
manners. [t’sa shame."

After inspecting the holes, a town official stated that he
attempted to put a camera against the hole but was not
able to capture a perfect shot. “Did I take a good picture?
In fact, I think the net came into the frame,” the official
was quoted as saying by The Independent in its
report. The town spent 1.3 million yen ($8,285) to set up
an 8.2-foot-high black mesh net extending 20 meters
(66 feet), along with extra fences along the sidewalk.

Officials noted that the installation of the screen has aided
in easing congestion in the vicinity.

Over-tourism has emerged as a pressing concern in
various other renowned tourist spots like Kyoto and
Kamakura.

Robert F Kennedy Jr opposes
removal of Confederate statues
amid White House bid

Phoenix, Independent presidential candidate Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. has condemned the removal of
Confederate statues, saying he had a “visceral
reaction against" the destruction of monuments
honoring southern leaders from the Civil War.

Robert E. Lee, the top Confederate general, had
“extraordinary qualities of leadership" that deserve
to be celebrated, Kennedy said Friday in an
interview for the Timcast IRL, which is hosted by
conservative podcaster Tim Pool.“There were
heroes in the Confederacy who didn’t have slaves,”
Kennedy said in response to a question about the
monuments. “And, you know, I just, I just have a
visceral reaction to this destroying history. I don’t
like it. I think we should celebrate who we are. And
that, you know, we should celebrate the good
qualities of everybody.”Celebrating only people
who were “completely virtuous” would mean
erasing all of history, Kennedy said.The comment

is another controversial pronouncement from the
former Democrat, who is waging an uphill battle to
become the first person since George Washington
to be elected president without a political party
affiliation.Kennedy, who is trying to stitch together
a coalition of Americans disaffected with both
major parties, has promoted himself as a fierce
advocate for free speech who is willing to take
controversial stands. Allies of both Joe Biden and
Donald Trump, the presumptive Democratic and
Republican nominees, respectively, view Kennedy
with trepidation and worry that Kennedy will earn
enough support to tilt the election.Activists have
pushed for years to remove monuments and
rename buildings that honour leaders of the
Confederacy, calling them symbols of racism.“We
need to be able to be sophisticated enough to live
with, you know, our ancestors who didn’t agree
with us on everything and who did things that are
now regarded as immoral or wrong, because they,
you know, maybe they had other qualities,”
Kennedy said.

Seoul, South Korea accused North
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Georgiun parliament votes against
president’s veto of foreign agents hill

Thilisi, Georgia. Georgia's parliament
voted on Tuesday to override a
presidential veto of a bill on "foreign
agents" that has plunged the South
Caucasus country into crisis, ignoring
criticism from the West which says the
legislation is authoritarian and Russian-
inspired.The vote to ignore the objections
of Georgian President Salome
Zourabichvili, whose powers are mostly
ceremonial, sets the stage for the speaker
of parliament to sign the bill into law in
the coming days.In an address after the
vote, Zourabichvili, who is trying to
broker an alliance of opposition parties to

contest parliamentary elections on Oct 26,

said ruling party lawmakers had chosen
"Russian slavery", and encouraged
people to vote them out at the polls.The
dispute about the draft law has come to be
seen as a key test of whether Georgia, for
three decades among the most pro-
Western of the Soviet Union's successor
states, would maintain its Western
orientation, or pivot instead to Russia.
The bill would require organisations
receiving more than 20 per cent of their
funding from overseas to register as

"agents of foreign influence", while also
introducing punitive fines for violations,
as well as onerous disclosure
requirements.The Georgian government
says the bill is necessary to promote
transparency and to stop what it describes
as a plot by Western countries to drag
Georgia into a war with
Russia.Thousands of opponents of the
bill gathered outside the fortress-like

parliament building during voting on
Tuesday for the latest in a series of
demonstrations that are among the largest
in Georgia since it won independence
from Moscow in 1991 as the Soviet
Union crumbled.Protester Giorgi
Amzashvili said lawmakers who had
voted to override the president's veto
were "the most treacherous people in our
history"."A disastrous day in our lives, in

Georgian history. I struggle to remember
anything like this," he saidLarge numbers
of riot police were deployed around the
parliament building, where they have
used teargas, pepper spray and
watercannon against protesters in recent
weeks.EU 'DEEPLY REGRETS'
OVERRIDING OF VETOThe United
States, Britain and the European Union
have all criticised the bill, which
Georgian opposition groups have dubbed
"the Russian law", saying it is modelled
on Russian legislation used to target
opponents of President Vladimir Putin's
Kremlin.Russia is unpopula among many
Georgians for its support of the
breakaway regions of Abkhazia and
South Ossetia, with public opinion
broadly supportive of membership in the
EU and NATO.The United States has
threatened to sanction Georgian officials
who vote for the bill, a major turnaround
in U.S. policy towards what had been
among the most pro-Western countries to
emerge from the Soviet Union.The EU
said in a statement that it "deeply regrets"
the vote to override the veto and was
"considering all options to react to these
developments.

North Korea sends balloons with trash
across border, Seoul cuIIs it 'dangerous’

Korea on Wednesday of sending a
large number of balloons across g
the heavily fortified border
between the countries to drop
objects that included trash and
excrement, calling the act base and
dangerous.The military's
explosives ordnance unit and
chemical and biological warfare
response team were deployed to §
inspect and collect the objects, and 554
an alert was issued warning
residents to keep away and report

any sightings to authorities.By
Wednesday, more than 150 balloons
had been detected, with some landing

the air, local media reported, citing
military sources.Balloons have
regularly been sent the other way by
South Korean activists, often led by
North Korean defectors.Those
balloons carry leaflets with messages
critical of Pyongyang, stirring tension
between the neighbours, including
incidents when the North reportedly
tried to shoot them down.Photographs N

released by the South Korean military
on Wednesday showed inflated
balloons with plastic bags tethered to
them.

on the ground while others were stillin - Other images appeared to show trash

strewn around collapsed balloons, with
the word "excrement" written on a bag
in one photograph.On Sunday, North
Korea's vice defence minister issued a
statement vowing to exercise "strong
power for self-defence" and warned
that "mounds of waste-paper and filth"
would be sent to the South in response
to its flying "dirty things" to the North.

orth Korea has reacted angrily to South

Korean activists' balloons, which
also carry information about the
democratic society in the South and
even USB memory sticks wth K-pop
music videos.Previous South Korean
governments have sought to stop
activists from conducting such
campaigns, arguing they did not help
advance peace and endangered the
safety of residents near the border.A
ban on balloon launches introduced
in 2021 was later ruled
unconstitutional by a top court,
which said it violated freedom of
speech.The two Koreas' large
militaries face off across the military
border and North Korea routinely
threatens to annihilate its
neighbour.Peter Ward, a research
fellow at the Sejong Institute, said
sending balloons was a far less risky
than taking overt military action.
"These kinds of grey zone tactics are
more difficult to counter and hold less
risk of uncontrollable military
escalation, even if they’re horrid for
the civilians who are ultimately
targeted," he said.

Putin warns of 'serious consequences’ if
Ukraine hits Russia with Western arms

Moscow Russian President Vladimir

Putin warned the West on Tuesday that
Nato members in Europe were playing
with fire by proposing to let Ukraine
use Western weapons to strike inside
Russia, which he said could trigger a
global conflict.More than two years
into the deadliest land war in Europe
since World War 2, as the West
considers what to do about Russian
military advances, Putin is
increasingly evoking the risk of a
global war, while Western leaders play
it down.Nato Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg told the Economist that
alliance members should let Ukraine

strike deep into Russia with Western It’

weapons, a view supported by some
European members of the transatlantic
alliance but not the United
States.Russian forces have advanced
into Ukraine’s Kharkiv province safe

in the knowledge that Ukraine cannot
attack missile launchers being fired
deep inside Russia because it cannot
use the Western missiles that have the
required range.Meanwhile, Western-
made air defences cannot attempt to
down Russian rockets until they cross
the Ukrainian border, only 25 km (15
miles) or so from Ukraine’s second city,
Kharkiv.“Constant escalation can lead
to serious consequences,” Putin told
reporters in Tashkent in Uzbekistan.“If
these serious consequences occur in
Europe, how will the United States
behave, bearing in mind our parity in
the field of strategic weapons?”’

s hard to say — do they want a global
conflict?”’Putin said Ukrainian strikes
with long-range weapons would need
Western satellite, intelligence and
military help — so the West would have
to be directly involved in such attacks.

He said sending French troops to Ukraine
would also be a step towards global
conflict and that smaller countries
considering deeper involvement
“should be aware of what they are
playing with” as they had small land
areas and dense populations.

“This is a factor that they should keep in
mind before talking about striking deep
into Russian territory. This is a serious
thing, and we are of course watching it
very closely,” Putin said.

RUSSIAN ADVANCES TRIGGER
DEBATE IN WEST

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022 touched off the worst breakdown
in relations with the West for 60
years.The invasion has caused the
deaths of tens of thousands of
Ukrainian civilians, driven millions to
flee abroad, and reduced
neighbourhoods and .

Juishankar on India's
permanent UNSC seat bid: 'Have
to keep exerting pressure'

World. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Tuesday stated that India is exerting pressure to
get a permanent membership in the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC).While
interacting with intellectuals in Shimla, he stated,
“Regarding UNSC's permanent membership,
our aim is to get it as soon as possible. But, this
target won’t be achieved that soon. Because the
permanent members still enjoy a lot of clout.
Whether it’s the Ukraine or Gaza, they have
dealings amongst themselves on issues that
affect the whole world. So, they won’t want it
(number of permanent members) to become six,
seven or eight."So, if we have to come, we will
have to make everyone aware, putting pressure
and persuading them, only then will we achieve
our target,” he was quoted as saying by news

agency ANI in its report.Jaishankar recalled that
India had an opportunity to get a permanent
membership at UNSC, however, it let go of the
chance.*“50 years ago, we had the opportunity,
but the then-government didn’t accept it. They

didn’t think the matter is of that priority. But,
today, I think the situation is favourable for
usa€xe If you ask developed countries, they
consider India as a very reliable partner,” he said.

He further highlighted that no elections are
conducted at the United Nations regarding the
selection of permanent members of the UNSC.

“Today we are having elections here, but they have
blocked the elections in the UN. If the polls don’t
happen, how will it be decided? Their intention is
to keep it blocked, and our intention is to keep
exerting pressurea€a Today, we are number one
in terms of population, fifth in terms of economy
and will become third,” he added.INDIA
NEEDS STRONG LEADERSHIP AMID
ONGOING CONFLICTS: JAISHANKAR

India needs a strong leader and a stable
government amidst ongoing global conflicts,
stated External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.

He highlighted the tensions in the Russia-Ukraine
and Israel-Gaza-Iran conflicts, emphasising the
necessity for India to convey its strong
leadership amid such circumstances.“The world
is in a tense situation and the ongoing conflicts
would not end so quickly and.

Why ‘All Eyes on Rafah' is trending as
Israel ramps up offensive on Gaza city

« All Eyes on Rafah" — the
phrase flooded social media
on Tuesday as many people
from across the world came
out in support of
Palestinians residing in
Rafah city, located in war-
torn Gaza.

World All Eyes on Rafah" — the phrase
flooded social media on Tuesday as many
people from across the world came out in
support of Palestinians residing in the
southern Gaza city where Israel is
conducting a massive ground operation.

Israeli shelling and airstrikes, over the
weekend, killed at least 45 people, most
ofthem sheltering in tents, in the southern
Gaza City of Rafah. The strike, which
Gaza medics said also left hundreds of

r‘

for bystanders to not look away from
what’s happening in the city of
Rafah—where as many as 1.4 million
people are sheltering after fleeing from
violent fighting elsewhere in Gaza—as
Israel continues its offensive.

The slogan likely originated from a
comment by Rick Peeperkorn, director of
the WHO’s Office of the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, who said in
February, "All eyes are on Rafah," after
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu ordered an evacuation plan
for the city ahead of planned attacks on
what he claims are the last Hamas
strongholds.

A number of influencers, celebrities in
India, including actors Varun Dhawan,

civilians with shrapnel and burn wounds,
was launched late on Sunday and drew
condemnation from world leaders.Israeli
forces pressed their assault on the border
town despite an order last week from the
top UN court to halt its operation
there.Israel, meanwhile, called the loss of
life "a tragic accident" and its army said
its munitions alone could not have caused
the deadly blaze, adding that it had
targeted and killed two senior Hamas
militants in the strike. The attack triggered

global outrage against Israel, with many
people taking to social media to post
against the deadly attack.

“All Eyes on Rafah” is a phrase that refers
to the ongoing genocide in Rafah, Gaza,
with over 1.4 million Palestinians seeking
shelter, Iran's Embassy in India posted on
X.The image, seemingly Al-generated,
depicts tents in a camp arranged to spell
out “All Eyes on Rafah,” an area in the
south of Gaza filled with refugee tent
camps. The phrase is meant as a request

Aly Goni, Samantha Ruth Prabhu and
Tripti Dimri, posted “All Eyes on Rafah”
graphics to their Instagram stories.

Support groups like Save the Children,
Oxfam, Americans for Justice in
Palestine Action, Jewish Voice for Peace
and the Palestine Solidarity Campaign
have also adopted the slogan.

The hashtag #AllEyesOnRafah has over
195,000 posts and millions of views on
TikTok, and it was trending on Instagram
on Tuesday with nearly 100,000 posts.
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Rohit Sharma at 3 or 4: Wasim Jaffer
wants Virat Kohli, Jaiswal as 720
World Cup openers

New Delhi . Wasim Jaffer reckoned that
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Virat Kohli should

THE PHETON NEWS

T20 World Cup 2024, Group D Preview:
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka promlse thrilling contest

open the batting for India in the upcoming
T20 World Cup 2024 in the West Indies and
United States of America (USA). Jaffer
reckoned that Rohit should bat at either No.3
or 4 bearing in mind that he is a brilliant
player of quality spin-bowling. The veteran
said that batting at No.4 should not be a
concern for a batter of Rohit’s class.Rohit
does not have the worst of records while
batting at No.3 and 4. In 12 T20Is in those
positions, the Indian skipper has scored 315
runs at an average of 39.37 with 4 half-
centuries to his name. His top score of 79 not
out came while batting at No.3 in the 2010
T20 World Cup match against Australia at the
Kensington Oval. Jaffer put forth his options
on ‘X’ regarding Rohit and Kohli’s batting
positions.“Kohli and Jaiswal should open in
the World Cup imo. Rohit & SKY should bat
3 and 4 depending on the start we get. Rohit
plays spin really well so batting at 4 shouldn't
be aconcern,” Jaffer wrote.

How Jaiswal, Kohli has performed as T20I
openers?

As far as Kohli is concerned, he has tasted
success as an openet, having scored 400 runs
from 9 games at an average of 57.14 with a
top score of 122 not out against Afghanistan
in the Asia Cup 2022 match at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium. Jaiswal, on
the other hand, has a T20I hundred to his
name while opening the batting against
Nepal in the Asian Games 2023 last year.

India’s campaign in the upcoming T20 World
Cup is scheduled to start on June 5 with their
match against Paul Stirling’s Ireland. They
will also play a warm-up match against
BangladeshonJune 1.

Haris Rauf says injury layoffs a
blessing in disguise before T20
World Cup

New Delhi. Pakistan fast bowler Haris Rauf
has said that his injury layoff before the T20
World Cup 2024 was a blessing in disguise.
Rauf, who skipped the Australia Test series in
December 2023 after the World Cup was
once again injured during the Pakistan Super
League, played earlier this year. Pakistan
were forced to have a camp to focus on the
fitness of their players, where Rauf had
trained as well.The right-arm fast bowler
returned to the national set-up alongside
regulars Naseem Shah, Shaheen Afridi and
the returning Mohammed Amir. Rauf spoke
about the benefits of the layoff ahead of the
abandoned 3rd T20I match against England.

"I was injured the last few months but if you
believe in yourself, then the layoff can be a
blessing in disguise," he said at a press
conference ahead of Pakistan's third T20I
against England.Because you have time to
recover and reassess your game plans. I felt
good coming back to cricket. When you play
for your country, it makes you very proud,"
Rauf further added.

Babar Azam backs Haris Rauf

Rauf missed the home series against New
Zealand and then the away series against
Ireland and would be raring to go in the T20
World Cup. Rauf's raw pace could be a
double-edged sword for Pakistan in the flat
decks of the United States of America.
Speaking about the mental aspect of the
recovery process, Rauf said that it was
difficult to maintain his peak pace and
accuracy but be believed that he would return
to his best soon.

Team India warm up with light
training session in bright and
sunny New York

NEW DELHI. The Indian team had its first
training session in the USA before their
campaign in the T20 World Cup 2024.
Skipper Rohit Sharma, Shubman Gill, Vice-
captain Hardik Pandya, Sanju Samson,
Shivam Dube, Suryakumar Yadav, Ravindra
Jadeja and Rishabh Pant amongst others
trained hard on a bright and sunny day in
New York.

The first batch of Indian cricketers left for NY
on May 25 while the second batch departed
after the Indian Premier League (IPL) final
on Sunday, May 26 between KKR and SRH.
Virat Kohli, however, is yet to join the
national team. The players looked in a jolly
mood as they sweated it out on the
ground.We came in day before yesterday,
and we just eased into our routines here. The
idea was to just get used to the time zone.
Today, we are having our first ground
session,” Soham Desai, the strength and
conditioning coach of the Indian team, said.

Bumrah, Suryakumar, Jadeja and Hardik
shared their excitemnt of playing cricket in
the USA.“We have not yet played cricket.
We have come here for a team activity.
Hopefully, it will be good. The weather is
really good, so looking forward to it,”
Bumrah said.“It’s exciting to be here in New
York. It has a good vibe, bright sun out,”
Hardik said.“First time we are going to play
in New York, and it’s going to be super super
fun,” Jadeja said.“I heard that cricket is
growing in the USA and so, we are really
excited. First day here was amazing, so very
excited for the next few days,” Suryakumar
said.On Saturday, June 1, Rohit’s India will
be up against Najmul Hossain Shanto’s
Bangladesh at the Nassau County
International Cricket Stdium in New York.

India’s opening match in the World Cup is
against Ireland on Wednesday, June 5 at the
same venue.

New Delhi. England batter Will Jacks has

Jacks scored a sensational century while

NEW DELHI.

New Delhi . South Africa, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh are expected to compete for the
2 spots from Group D in the Super 8 when
the T20 World Cup 2024 starts on June 1.
However, the Netherlands and Nepal are no
pushovers. Bangladesh recently lost to the
USA 1-2 in the bilateral series and Najmul
Hossain Shanto’s men need to pull a rabbit
out of the hat.

Sri Lanka lost their warm-up match to the
Netherlands and their confidence would
have hit rock-bottom after the defeat. The
Netherlands can be giant killers, having also
beaten South Africa in the previous edition
of the T20 Wrld Cup. The Proteas have a
bunch of explosive cricketers and are also
strong contenders to get their hands on the
title.

Here's how the individual teams line up

NetherlandsThe Netherlands showed in the
ODI World Cup that they can give the best
of'sides a run for their money. Although they
do not have Colin Ackermann and Roelf van
der Merwe in their squad, the Dutch are
more than good enough to compete.
Sybrand Engelbrecht, who once played U19
cricket for South Africa, played for the
Netherlands in the ODI World Cup and
would be looking to replicate something
similar even in the 20-over format.

Bas de Leede and Logan van Beek
remain their key all-rounders. Max
O’Dowd is their stalwart in the top-
order. Paul van Mekeeren will lead
their pace attack.

Netherlands squad for T20 World Cup

Scott Edwards (c), Aryan Dutt, Bas de
Leede, Kyle Klein, Logan van Beek,
Max O’Dowd, Michael Levitt, Paul
van Meekeren, Ryan Klein, Saqib
Zulfigar, Sybrand Engelbrecht, Teja
Nidamanuru, & 4 Tim Pringle,
Vikram Singh, Viv Kingma, Wesley #
Barresi

Fixtures

vs Nepal —Tue, 4 June, Dallas

vs South Africa— Sat, 8 June, New York

vs Bangladesh—Thu, 13 June, St Vincent

vs Sri Lanka— Sun, 16 June, St Lucia

Nepal

Nepal will depend heavily on their quartet of
Dipendra Singh Airee, skipper Rohit
Paudel, Kushal Malla and pacer Sompal
Kami. Airee holds the record for the fastest
T20 fifty off 9 balls and is also amongst the
batters to have hit 6 sixes in an over. He can
also bowl handy off-breaks with 37 wickets
to his name. Malla held the record for the
fastest T201 century off 34 balls before
Namibia’s Jan Nicol-Loftie Eaton broke it.
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Karan KC is their leading wicket-taker with
90 scalps from 68 matches. Abinash Bohara
is also a crucial member of their setup with
74 wickets. The focus will also be on Lalit
Rajbanshi and the

Nepal squad for T20 World Cup

Rohit Paudel (c), Aasif Sheikh, Anil Kumar
Sah, Kushal Bhurtel, Kushal Malla,
Dipendra Singh Airee, Lalit Rajbanshi,
Karan KC, Gulshan Jha, Sompal Kami,
Pratis GC, Sundeep Jora, Abinash Bohara,
Sagar Dhakal, Kamal Singh Airee

Fixtures

vs Netherlands —Tue, 4 June, Dallas

vs Sri Lanka—Tue, 11 June, Florida

vs South Africa—Fri, 14 June, St Vincent

120 World Cup: Will Jacks shares learnings
from RCB teammate Virat Kohli

talked about his learnings from Virat Kohli
in the Indian Premier League. Jacks, who
batted alongside Kohli in a riveting win
against GT, has said that Virat Kohli's
intensity is unmatched in the nets and the
actual game. Speaking to Sky Sports during
England's washed out game against
Pakistan, Jacks has hailed Kohli for
maintaining his intensity over such a long
career

batting alongside Kohli in the GT game,
which has also been hailed as one of the best
chases in the recently concluded edition of
the IPL. Jacks hailed Kohli's attitude
towards training and said that Kohli's
planning during his batting innings was
something to learn from.

"I think, firstly his attitude towards training.
Every day is a day to get better. And that was
really obvious. Some guys say it is harder to

do that but with him, it was very obvious.
And the way he goes into the game. Every
ball, 100 per cent intensity. When I batted
with him in a chase, it was how he picked out
how to do the chase. It was not just going ball
by ball, looking ahead, really to see where he
could plan and take risks at a certain time,"
Will Jacks told Sky Sports.

ICC T20 World Cup: Teams, Full Schedule

and Match Timings
T20 World Cup: India, Pakistan
take centre-stage in Group A
Jacks concluded by saying that
Virat Kohli motivates the
youngsters in the team with his
work ethic. Kohli was the face of
the RCB team that made an
incredible turnaround in the
Indian Premier League. After
losing 7 out of their first 8
matches, the team went on a
fairytale run to reach the playoffs
of the tournament."He has done it for such a
long time and I can appreciate that as a
young guy who often does not want to do the
hard yards, but you see him doing it and
want to copy that," Jacks concluded on the
matter. The England batter has been named
in England's T20 World Cup squad. He is
expected to form a crucial part of the team's
title defence in USA and the West Indies.

'Fiesty’ Harshit Rana targets India
call-up after successful IPL 2024

«KKR fast bowler Harshit
Rana has said that his next
dream is to play for India.
Rana was one of KKR's best
players in the title-winning
IPL 2024 season.

KKR fast bowler Harshit
Rana is targetting the Indian team after a
triumphant Indian Premier League
campaign. Rana was one of the key stars in
KKR's title-winning run in the 2024 season.
Rana, who majorly bowled in the back end
of the innings picked 19 wickets from just
13 matches. It was an eventful season for the

one match for his flying kiss
celebration.Rana, in an interview with
Indian Express, Rana said that his dream
was to wear the Indian jersey and it did not
matter in which format it came in.I want to
get that Indian jersey). It doesn’t matter if [
get it in the T20Is, the ODIs or in the

Harshit Rana told Indian

whites,"
Express.ICC T20 World Cup: Teams, Full
Schedule and Match Timings

WORKING WITH BHARAT ARUN

passionate fast bowler, who was banned for Rana spoke about his bowling this season and

said that working under Bharat Arun was a
blessing. Rana said that Bharat Arun's
inputs were less technical and more on the
mental side of things. Rana was efficient
with his off-cutters in the back end of the
innings, which sort of turned out to be his
trademark delivery. Rana won KKR their

tournament opener against SRH. Rana was
once again effective in the middle phase of
the game in the final of the tournament,
bagging the wicket of in-form Nitish
Kumar Reddy.Rana had bowled multiple
slower balls and changed it up with a
blistering 146KMPH delivery against
Reddy, catching his outside edge.

"I loved working with Bharat sir. He is an

excellent listener. If I am trying to say
something he will always listen. Tactically
he doesn’t speak much but he gives you
that mental boost. He told me that I am
playing in the IPL because I have the
required skill set. But just having skills will
not help me play for India. I must start
delivering in the difficult overs for my team
and that would make me a better bowler than
therest," Rana said in the interview.

FLYING KISS CELEBRATION
Asked about his ban and the flying kiss

celebration after winning the IPL, Rana said
that it was Shah Rukh Khan's idea.

"After I got banned for one match, I was very

sad and then Shah Rukh sir came to me and
said ‘Tu tension mat le ye waali celebration
Trophy ke saath karenge (We will celebrate
the IPL with a flying kiss).

vs Bangladesh — Sun, 16 June,
St Vincent

South Africa

South Africa is one of the full-
member nations to not have
won the T20 World Cup title
even once. Quinton de Kock
has retired from ODIs, but
remains a vital cog for the
Proteas in T20Is. Heinrich
Klaasen is fresh from playing
some stupendous knocks for
SRH in the IPL and the
knocks should keep him in a
positive frame of mind. The
onus will also be on Tristan Stubbs and
David Miller in the middle-order.

Anrich Nortje’s form is concerning as the
pacer is yet to find his feet after an injury
layoff. Kagiso Rabada needs to stay in form
as he is the leader of the pace attack. Keshav
Maharaj and Tabraiz Shamsi are their
specialist spin duo.South Africa squad for
T20 World Cup

Aiden Markram (¢), Ottniel Baartman, Gerald
Coetzee, Quinton de Kock, Bjorn Fortuin,
Reeza Hendricks, Marco Jansen, Heinrich
Klaasen, Keshav Maharaj, David Miller,
Anrich Nortje, Kagiso Rabada, Ryan
Rickelton, Tabraiz Shamsi, Tristan Stubbs.

New Zealand leave for T20 WC,

child stars Angus, Matilda bid
them special goodbye

New Delhi. Child stars Angus and Matilda bid
the New Zealand team a special goodbye for
the T20 World Cup 2024 in the Caribbean and
the United States of America (USA). Last
month, the kids announced the Black Caps
squad after the New Zealand board chipped in
with something unique. They were present at
the airport when the Kiwis were about to
depart.

Angus and Matilda also interviewed a few of
the cricketers. Daryl Mitchell appreciated
them for the way they named the national
squad for the multi-nation mega event.“Good
jobonmaking the team,” Matilda replied.

‘Can we come with you?’

The kids also had a fun conversation with New
Zealand captain Kane Williamson, asking
him to take them along with the team.

“What movies are you going to watch in the
flight,” Angus asked the New Zealand
skipper to which Williamson replied ‘Dune’,
apopular American science fiction film.

“Can you sneak us onto the plane in one of your

Back in 2021,

bags? Can we come with you?” Angus and
Matilda said. Williamson replied in the
affirmative, although jokingly.Later, all-
rounder Rachin Ravindra also had a chat with
them before the team went to catch their
flight.

New Zealand got close to

winning the T20 World Cup, but lost to Aaron
Finch’s Australia at the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium. Last time, they made their
way through to the semi-final before losing to
Babar Azam’s Pakistan.

The Kiwis are scheduled to start their campaign

on Friday, June 7 against Rashid Khan’s
Afghanistan at the Providence Stadium in
Guyana. Like some of the other teams, New
Zealand would not play any warm-up
matches.Recently, the Black Caps drew their
T20I series against Pakistan 2-2, although
most of their players from their current squad
were unavailable.

Sunil Chhetri posts emotional message on
Instagram ahead of final match with India

NEW DELHI. India football team captain
Sunil Chhetri is set to retire on June 6. India's
FIFA World Cup qualification match against
Kuwait will be Chhetri's final outing with the
national team and it will bring curtains to a
storied career. Chhetri, who has the fourth-
highest goal in the history of international
matches took to Instagram to share a
powerful message with his fans.Chhetri in
his message said that every training session
from here on carries a deep meaning for him
and that he was indebted to the sport of
football and the Indian national team."These
last few days, I’ve been caught in a bit of a
dilemma. Now that there’s a number to my
days with the National Team, what’s the
right route to take - do I count every day,
every training session? Or do I simply turn
up without the thought of how this is coming
to an end?" Sunil Chhetri wrote on
Instagram.

Sunil Chhetri farewell: India name squad

Chhetri has played 150 matches for India,
scoring 94 goals in a career spanning nearly
20 years. Sunil Chhetri will hang up his
boots in the city where he began his top-
flight football career for Mohun Bagan.
Chhetri went on to become one of the most
influential Indian footballers, with the most
caps for India.Over time, I seemed to have
found middle ground. They say, count your
blessings. And every single day I get to be
on the pitch is a blessing that I’ve never
taken for granted. So I’ve decided to count
my sessions, but with a deep sense of
gratitude. There’s no apprehension.
Instead, there’s a feeling of being indebted
to the sport, to my team, that I get to do this,"
he further added.

"If T could, I would capture this feeling in a
box. Or instead, I’ll take it to my next
training session," Chettri concluded his
post.The legendary footballer had
announced his retirement via a 10-minute

long video on Instagram expressing his
gratitude to the sport and the fans. Head
coach Igor Stimac had hoped that Indian fans
would pack the Salt Lake Stadium in

Kolkata for Sunil Chhetri's final
international match.
"l am sure that our supporters will reach

Kolkata from all parts of India to help
our boys win the game and say thanks
and goodbye to Sunil. T am very
confident it's going to be emotional
and hopefully, we will find a way to
celebrate together after the final
whistle," he said in a release from the
All India Football Federation. The
team has been in training camp here
for about two weeks. The first week
was primarily about increasing fitness
as the players approached the finish of
a demanding season. It consisted of
many physical exams and aerobic
exercises. "The boys are doing well. It
has been proven more than once that a long
camp always helps us. We are working on
various aspects of the game, both offensive
and defensive," the head coach had said via
an AIFF press release.
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Vs Takes a Selfie With Daughter
Malti at an Airport, Calls Her
'Best Travel Partner’
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aughter Malti Marie is Priyanka Chopra’s best travel partner. On

Tuesday, PeeCee took to her Instagram handle and dropped an adorable

video featuring Malti too. In the clip, the mumma-daughter duo was

seen taking a flight as they enjoyed some quality time together.The video
began with a glimpse of an aeroplane’s touchdown. It then featured Malti
looking out of a window at an airport. The clip also featured Priyanka
recording a selfie video as Malti sat next to her, playing. In the caption of
her video, the global icon wrote, “Touchdown..The Bluff. With the best
travel partner ever.” Watch it here:

Priyanka Chopra married Nick Jonas in December 2018 and the couple
welcomed their daughter, Malti Marie Chopra Jonas via surrogacy in
January 2022. PeeCee was speaking to Quint Neon when she was asked
how she balances her work and motherhood duties. The actress shared

that even she was raised by a working woman and added that it has greatly
helped her take care of Malti.“l was raised by a working mom and my
mom’s sisters were working moms. Even the moms who are not working
(hold a job) are working all day. Working women don’t get enough credit...
you have to surround yourself with a village, you have to make sure that you
find a supportive partner. I have so many people around my daughter, but I still
feel guilty when I go to the set,” Priyanka said.

Meanwhile, on the work front, Priyanka Chopra was most recently seen in the
romantic drama Love Again, alongside Sam Heughan and Celine Dion. Her
next film, the action-comedy Heads of State, stars Idris Elba and John Cena. In
addition, she will star in Frank E Flowers’ film, The Bluff. It will also feature
Karl Urban.Besides this, Priyanka Chopra also has a Bollywood film in her
pipeline. She will soon be seen in Farhan Akhtar’s Jee Lee Zara with Alia Bhatt
and Katrina Kaif in the lead. While fans are waiting eagerly for this

collaboration, the film has been delayed due to reasons that aren’t known.
|

Praises Ranbir Kapoor's Animal: 'Way He
Explored Alpha Energy Was Impressive’

argis Fakhri made her debut with Ranbir Kapoor in the film Rockstar. Their onscreen chemistry was loved by
fans. Well, recently, she was praising Ranbir Kapoor’s performance in his latest movie Animal. Fakhri even
showered praise on Sandeep Reddy Vanga and expressed her desire to work with him.Talking to Filmfare,
Nargis also mentioned the directors she wants to work in the future. I love how the character was sketched for
Ranbir Kapoor in Animal. The way he explored alpha energy was truly impressive! And look at how well he
drafted characters for even the females in his film. Even though they weren’t the ‘leads’, they had the juiciest
parts too,” she shared, further expressing
interest in working with Rajkumar Hirani. “I
feel his films are like a breath of fresh air
that’s loaded with light-hearted moments.
Lastly, I'd also like to work with Kabir
Khan, and his high-octane action films
like Ek Tha Tiger. I admire his passion
for storytelling.”Coming to Animal,
the film also stars Anil Kapoor,
Rashmika Mandanna, Triptii Dimri
and Bobby Deol. Released on
December 1, 2023, Animal
revolved around a man and his
toxic relationship with his
father. The film showed Vijay
(played by Ranbir) as an anti-
hero who would go to any
lengths to protect his father, including gun down 200 people with machine gun. However,
despite his efforts, he struggled to get a seal of approval from his emotionally unavailable
father.
While Animal was a box office success which earned over Rs 900 crore worldwide, it was
also questioned by many for being ‘misogynistic’. The film sparked a debate on social
media, with many slamming the director for his portrayal of Vijay.Director have already
announced the sequel Animal Park. “This is going to be bigger and wilder than Animal,”
Vanga said as quoted by E-Times and then added, “The shooting of the film will begin by
2026.”

Actor Varun Tej To Get Leg Surgery
After Injury: Rep_orts
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he Mega family of the country receives

the utmost love and attention from fans

across the world. The Chiranjeevi clan
grabs the spotlight for various reasons. One of
the famed heroes of the family is Varun Tej, son
of Telugu actor and filmmaker Nagendra Babu
and nephew of superstar Chiranjeevi. His
wedding with actress Lavanya Tripathi had
everyone’s attention. Now, the actor has
grabbed headlines this time after reports
emerged that he might need surgery.

The rumour mills are strife with reports that
Varun Tej will be undergoing an operation.
Reportedly, he had sustained a small injury on
his leg and now, it has become serious for which
the doctors suggested surgery to treat it. While
there has been no official confirmation
regarding the same, fans are left worried. Varun
Tej first marked his debut as a child artist in his
father’s film, Hands Up at the age of ten.
Finally, as an adult, he made his debut with
Mukunda opposite Pooja Hegde. He has till
now worked in films like Fidaa, Loafer, Mister,
F3: Fun and Frustration and Gandeevadhari
Arjuna, to name a few. He was last seen in the
film Operation Valentine opposite Manushi
Chhillar directed by Shakti Pratap Singh Hada.

Talking about his personal life, Varun Tej first
met Lavanya Tripathi on the sets of the film
Mister and eventually fell in love with each
other. They worked on the film Antariksham
9000 KMPH in 2018. In 2023, the couple got
engaged in June and tied the knot in November
in Tuscany, Italy. After a grand reception, the
couple jetted off for their honeymoon. As per
sources, the newlyweds enjoyed the snow-
capped mountains in Finland.

Currently, Varun Tej is gearing up for his
upcoming film, Matka, a period drama written
and directed by Karuna Kumar. It also stars
Meenakshi Chowdary, Nora Fatehi, Naveen
Chandra and others.

Vidya Balan Dances With
Aditya Roy Kapur, Hubby
Siddharth To Jumma
Chumma In Viral Video
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hat happens when a family of actors

and producers hit the dance floor? The

Roy Kapur brothers can show you! A
new video online features Aditya Roy Kapur,
Siddharth Roy Kapur, Kunaal Roy Kapur, and
Vidya Balan dancing together.Speculated to be
at a family wedding, the four are seen busting
moves to the chartbuster “Jumma Chumma De
De.” The video, going viral on Reddit, starts
with Vidya and her producer husband Siddharth
dancing to the line, “Arey tu boli thi, pichle
jumme ko.” Aditya then jumps in, matching
their playful energy as the song continues. Just
before the famous hook line drops, Aditya pulls
his elder brother, Kunaal, onto the dance floor.
The three brothers and Vidya Balan then nail the
iconic Amitabh Bachchan hook step from the
song.

Vidya Balan met Siddharth Roy Kapur at a party
at Karan Johar’s house back in 2010. In her
words, the filmmaker played Cupid as he
intentionally invited the two of them as he
wanted them to end up together. After dating for
a bit, the lovebirds tied the knot in December
2012 in a private ceremony and nearly 12 years
later, they’re still going strong. In an exclusive
chat with News18 Showsha, Vidya said she
considers herself fortunate to have found her
soulmate without having ‘to go through the
grind of swiping right and left’.

She tells us, “A lot of people even from our
generation swipe right and left. But I just got
lucky that I found a partner before Tinder and
Bumble boomed and I’'m very happy about that.
Love will always remain love even. It’s what
makes the world go round and round. It’s just
that people have gotten so spoilt for choice in
every area of their lives that they’re wanting to
keep their options open even in terms of
relationships.”She added that what makes her
even luckier is the fact that her husband belongs
to the same line of work as her. “The positive
side is that he understands what it takes to do
what I do. So, he’s very supportive and
accepting.
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