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What's driving the
market surge in poll
season

ONE of the most ferocious bull markets in the last
30 years shows no signs of nervousness in a
highly charged election season, which has
historically been a period of volatility and
uncertainty. The two bellwether indices, the Nifty
50 and the BSE Sensex, have soared to their all-
time highs on the back of a relentless upward
surge that began in the middle of a global
pandemic and continued after a small pause
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
The biggest gainers are small-cap stocks in
manufacturing, infrastructure and energy sectors,
which are now quoting at astronomical
valuations.What does this indicate? Is it
confidence in the economy? Or that the BJP-led
NDA, which is seen as pro-business, will get
another term with a majority? Or does it signal a
lack of awareness among the legion of new
investors who have swarmed into the market and
have never seen a bear market?

The bull run this time, like previous manic ones, is a
complex mix. On one hand, the Indian stock
market’s rise is a result of a combination of strong
corporate earnings, substantial domestic and
foreign investments and positive investor
sentiment.On the other hand, there is speculative
froth whipped up by short-term traders using
algorithms as well as rampant price manipulation
in cahoots with promoters, who are allegedly
inflating profits. Finally, companies are raising
public funds at excessive valuations. Fund
managers and genuine long-term investors are
concerned that even a sentiment-driven crash
could snowball into a crisis, as a vast population
of clueless traders takes a big hit and panics. For
the first time, what happens in India may have
global implications, given that India’s market
capitalisation has crossed the $5-trillion mark,
placing it among the top five stock markets
globally. The best way to understand what is going
on is to look at the changing investor profile.
India’s investor population, which had stagnated
at two crore for decades before 2020, has trebled
in the past four years alone. The National Stock
Exchange had over nine crore unique investors at
the end of February this year, with the last one
crore having joined in just five months. In
addition, assets under the management of mutual
funds (MFs) rose to a massive Rs 57,25,898 crore
at the end of April this year, according to the
Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFTI).
This number has doubled in five years and
increased six-fold over the past 10 years. Monthly
contributions through systematic investment
plans (SIPs) alone have been over Rs 13,000 crore
from around 8.7 crore accounts since 2023. The
AMEFT’s high profile, collective marketing effort
through the ‘Mutual Funds Sahi Hai’ campaign is
credited with the growth in SIPs.

Indian MFs are now a powerful counter-balance to
foreign institutional investors (FIIs). The FIIs,
who were steady sellers, having withdrawn a
massive Rs 84,318 crore in 2024, turned buyers
only last week. A few years ago, a Rs 85,000-
crore sell-off by FIIs in a few months would have
led to a severe market crash. This time, domestic
institutional investors (including insurance
companies) more than counter-balanced the FII
sales by pumping in Rs 1,52,620 crore, causing a
strong rally. Let’s examine the stock market surge
from the perspective of business fundamentals as
well as speculative excess. What makes domestic
investors, including institutional investors,
bullish is possibly a broad consensus on
economic policies among major political parties.
The corporate earnings season has signitficantly
contributed to market optimism. Leading Indian
companies across pharma, commodities,
banking, cement, energy and infrastructure have
reported better-than-expected quarterly results,
reinforcing confidence in the market’s
fundamental strength.The biggest surprise has
been the revival of manufacturing companies —
most of them smaller firms and several large
public sector companies — which are recording
extraordinary profits.The massive government
spending on infrastructure, defence and railways
has contributed to this. The Reserve Bank of
India’s recent bumper dividend of more than Rs 2
lakh crore to the government has also influenced
the market positively.

IN the many years of journeying through the Himalayas, 1
have never experienced a sense of impending doom as |
do now. I have witnessed how in the name of
development, there has been relentless spoliation of this
sacred space, the scarring of its pristine landscapes, the
dispossession of the rarest of the rare birds and animals
which have dwelt in its embrace since ancient times and
even of human communities which, in their ways of life,
traditions and beliefs, have been its most faithful
sentinels. The Himalayas are a “junction between
worlds that touch and do not touch each other” (Axel
Michaels in Hinduism Past and Present). The Sanskrit
word ‘tirtha’ or pilgrimage has just precisely that notion
of a crossing place, a transition. And that is why this
entire mountain zone is sacred and a place of pilgrimage.

Long stretches of the Char Dham highway have been
repeatedly hit by landslides, requiring expensive
repairs.

The memory of its dramatic beginnings runs in our veins.
The sea is its mother, and it is for good reason that the
people of Nepal call the Everest Sagarmatha or the brow
of the ocean. But for human despoilers, the sacredness
has become an asset to exploit for profit. The Everest has
become a high-altitude rubbish heap and its crest one
more tick on a bucket list of adventures. Our Char Dham
are no longer hallowed places of pilgrimage but
flourishing destinations for religious tourism. Gangotri
is now a seedy urban sprawl. The main temple lies
festooned with rainbow lights, while loudspeakers belt
out raucous bhajans which the roar of the young river
cannot drown out. It is only a matter of time before you
may book a suite in a modern hotel in Gaumukh,
promising breathtaking views of the famous glacier and
the Bhagirathi peaks. Gaumukh means the mouth of the
sacred cow and has, therefore, immense potential for
mass-scale religious tourism.The Char Dham Yatra, as it
has been developed over the past couple of decades, is a
pointer to what awaits us across the Himalayan range,
for every patch of this space is associated with legends

BOMB threats have become alarmingly frequent across
the country in recent weeks, even though all have
turned out to be hoaxes. Tissue paper with
‘bomb@5.30’ written on it was found in the lavatory of
an IndiGo plane at the Delhi airport on Tuesday
morning. The authorities promptly evacuated the crew
and passengers and launched a search operation. No
suspicious item was found, even as an investigation is
in progress. The incident took place a day after the
Mumbai traffic police received a message on their
WhatsApp helpline number, claiming that bombs had
been planted at the Mumbai airport and Hotel Taj
Mahal. A thorough search drew a blank at both places.

In recent months, scores of schools in Delhi-NCR,
Kanpur, Lucknow, Jaipur, Kolkata and other cities have y
been rocked by bomb threat emails. Probe agencies 4§
have their work cut out — they have to find out which
individuals/gangs are involved in these nefarious
activities, where they are based and whether a common
thread runs through these threats, which must not be

Army Chief’s one-month extension sends out wrong signal

Apparent manipulation needs to be avoided in the best interests of the military and the country.
THE Chief of the Army Staff, Gen Manoj Pande, who was

to retire on May 31, has been given one month’s extension
by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet under
Army Rule 16A(4) ofthe Army Act, 1954. Gen Pande will
now retire on June 30.The last-minute announcement of
the extension amid the Lok Sabha polls has stunned many
defence officers and observers, especially over the
question of seniority. Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi, currently
serving as the Vice Chief of the Army Staff, is the senior-
most officer after Gen Pande, followed by Lt Gen Ajai
Kumar Singh, the Southern Army Commander. Back in
the 1970s, the Indira Gandhi-led government had
extended the tenure of then Army Chief Gen GG Bewoor
by one year.In the present case, of the next two senior
Army commanders, one would perhaps become the next
Chief. Undoubtedly, it is the government’s prerogative to
select any person for a particular job. However, in the case
of the defence services, the situation is somewhat
different due to a number of factors.In the military,
seniority matters a lot and is highly revered. As one climbs
up the promotion ladder, there are stringent and strict
parameters against which performance is measured,
assessed and evaluated. Those who reach the level of
Army commanders have gone through such evaluation at
each stage, from the rank of Major (or its equivalent rank
in the Navy and the Air Force) onwards. Thus, every
Army commander (or Air Vice Marshal or Vice Admiral),
for all practical purposes and in every respect, is fit to step
into the next rank — of the Chief of his respective service.

Seniority in the defence forces forms the bedrock of

tradition and discipline. Earlier, when Lt Gen Praveen
Bakshi, then the senior-most Army commander, was
superseded (along with another commander) to promote
Lt Gen Bipin Rawat, there was consternation and
disappointment in the officer cadre. Lt Gen Bakshi, then
in line for promotion to be the next Army Chief, had an
enviable service record and was not only considered most
competent but was also equally admired. Gen Rawat’s
elevation was linked by some observers to political
considerations and undue pressure from certain quarters.

Arguments are being advanced that the present Army Chief,

in the best interests of the military, should have declined
the extension. It is a choice that Gen Pande had to make
for the sake of the Army, where he has spent the better part
of his life and given his best.Unfortunately, in the Indian
setting, there is often a carrot that is kept hanging. It is
common in the civil services to fall for this carrot,
compromising it all, and now, most unfortunately for the
country, in a few cases in the judiciary as well. The rot is
epitomised by the political class, with switching loyalties
and parties becoming a common feature; this holds true
for a section of the bureaucracy as well. The service Chiefs
are expected not only to do the right thing, but also to set
things right. Generations of future officers look back at
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the actions of their Chiefs and strive to emulate them.

Fortunately, the Indian Army has stayed well away from
politics and political influence, unlike the armies in
neighbouring countries such as Pakistan and Myanmar.
When then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi tried to involve
the Army in her move to impose the Emergency, the then
Army Chief, Gen TN Raina, politely told her to keep the
Army out of this venture. This one step by the Chief went
along way in keeping the Army apolitical.

The practice of superseding high-ranking officers for
political considerations will have, in the long run, an
adverse effect on the military’s professional wellbeing
and the quality of the top leadership. Military is one field
which must be kept insulated from politics. Political
jostling in appointments to higher ranks will do lasting
damage to the military. Consequently, failure in war can
lead to unimaginable disaster. No country/region knows
more than India about the fallout of military defeats
spread over centuries.

Bomb threats

No room for complacency despite false alarm

dismissed as mere mischief. The Delhi Police have traced
the IP address of emails sent to 150-odd schools to

The great Himalayan tragedy

If we don’t heed warning bells in the mountains, the Char Dham temple bells may soon fall silent

sacred to the many faiths of the sub-continent. Latest
reports indicate that since the shrines opened around
May 10-11, around 950,000 pilgrims had already
descended on Gangotri, Badrinath, Kedarnath and
Yamunotri. We still have over five months to go before
the shrines close in early November. The Uttarakhand
Government has instituted a registration system to
regulate entry to the shrines. But the daily limits
permitted 20,000 for Kedarnath, 18,000 for Badrinath,
11,000 for Gangotri and 9,000 for Yamunotri. These are
staggering numbers for such fragile and sensitive
mountain locations. The speed and scale of expansion of
religious tourism is evident from the footfall of
5,600,000 recorded last year, which was 1,000,000 more
than in 2022, though it includes Hemkunt Sahib, which
has smaller numbers overall.

If one goes to travel websites, there are several two-, three-

and four-star hotels listed in Badrinath and Kedarnath.
There are daily helicopter services to each of these spots.
One chopper nearly crashed near the Kedarnath shrine a
few days ago. Over 50 people have lost their lives
travelling to these rarefied heights in the past two weeks
and the police have arrested more than 50 youth at
Kedarnath for drunk and disorderly behaviour. But lots
of money is being made. The past two weeks have
resulted in an estimated record turnover of over Rs 200
crore for hoteliers, restaurant owners, mule drivers and
porters.For such large numbers, immense quantities of
food, bottled water, gas cylinders for cooking and diesel
for power generators have to be carried. A government
study, conducted a few years ago when the traffic was
much less, found that 23,000 tonnes of solid waste was
being generated annually along the track to one of the
dhams, with no systematic disposal arrangement. One

-
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The government has not done the right thing by giving Gen
Pande a month’s extension, thereby making a senior
commander wither away awaiting promotion. It is a step
that may prompt senior military commanders to seek
political favours; this move may politicise the military in
some form. In the national interest, the military should not
be subjected to undesirable political interference for
extending favours to some.

Gen Rawat superseding two officers to become the Army
Chief presumably had political overtones. So too was the
case with his subsequent appointment as the Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS). The current CDS (Gen Anil
Chauhan) had retired in the rank of Lt Gen and was
working under the National Security Adviser. His
elevation to the post of CDS was exceptional. The Army
Chief’s extension of service will perhaps open the door
for another handpicked officer to step into this chair. Such
apparent manipulation needs to be avoided in the best
interests of the military and the country.

Budapest, Hungary. A Cyprus-based mailing
service company has been identified as the
source of threatening emails sent to hospitals,
the IGI Airport and Tihar Jail in Delhi earlier this
month.

The ongoing probe into various cases indicates
that gangs of cybercriminals residing in foreign
countries are causing widespread disruptions in
India with ease. They are apparently working in
league with miscreants based in India. There is
no room for complacency, especially amid the
Lok Sabha elections. Every city needs to be
adequately equipped with bomb detection and
disposal squads. A comprehensive action plan
should be formulated and implemented so that
panic and chaos induced by the threats are
minimised. All stakeholders must be well
prepared for the worst-case scenario — after all,
not every such email/call/message may prove to

beahoax.

shudders to think what the volume may be now with
much, much larger numbers.

The four- to six-lane Char Dham highway is bringing
devotees and other tourists in droves to the entire
Alaknanda river valley this summer. When the 127-
km Rishikesh-to-Karnaprayag railway line along this
valley is completed by the year-end, even larger
hordes of people will crowd into these once-remote
and pristine locations. A large number of fancy hotels
and guesthouses have come up to cater to the
expanding number of visitors. Even in the protected
sanctuary of Binsar, the sides of the road are piled high
with solid waste, in particular plastic waste.

One cannot just make the mountain zone a no-go area
nor can one argue that economic activity, which brings
livelihoods and incomes, should be foresworn. But
there should be more careful and detailed planning
before large-scale infrastructure projects are
undertaken in these sensitive locations. These are still
unstable and shifting terrains, which can be easily
disturbed, resulting in frequent landslides and
avalanches. Long stretches of the Char Dham highway
have been repeatedly affected by landslides, requiring

expensive repairs. Several hydroelectric projects on the
tributaries of the Ganga have been swept away in sudden
storm surges and flash floods, resulting in the loss of
lives and property. There is no debris control, with vast
piles of earth from these projects simply dumped on the
site despite laws requiring their removal. This results in
natural drainage being blocked, with waterlogging in the
upper reaches and drying up of water channels and
natural springs in the lower reaches. One can see this
across both Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh.
Whatever be the immediate benefit, such mindless
ravaging of nature will bring eventual retribution and
greater deprivation to people. The poorest will suffer the
most. And one is not even factoring in the adverse effects
of global warming, which is already leading to the
accelerated melting of the Himalayan glaciers.
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Sensex, Nifty fall as anxiety
grips Dalal Street; IT stocks
slide

New Delhi . The benchmark stock market indices opened
Thursday’s trading session on a weak note due to
prevailing anxiety on Dalal Street, with only days
remaining before the outcome of the Lok Sabha
elections becomes clear.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 320.83 points at
74,182.07 at 9:49 am, while the NSE Nifty50 dropped
102.50 points to trade at 22,602.20.Most of the broader
market indices were also trading in the red, in line with
the mood on Dalal Street.While banking and financial
services stocks provided support to the benchmark
indices, aslide in IT stocks wiped out gains.

The top five gainers on Dalal Street were Axis Bank, SBI,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, ICICI Bank and Hero
MotoCorp.On the other hand, the top losers were Tata
Steel, JISW Steel, Power Grid Corporation, Nestle India
and Bajaj Finserv.Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd, said, “Anxiety prevails
at Dalal Street with concerns over the ruling BJP's
potential slim victory margin impacting bold reforms,
as May F&O contracts expire today.”

“Key Q4 results from Apollo Hospitals, Bharat
Dynamics, Godfrey Philips, Muthoot Finance, and
Swan Energy are awaited. Volatility is expected, driven
by US PCE inflation data at 6 PM IST and a significant
overnight drop in the Dow Jones,” he added.

Gold, silver price : Precious
metals witness dip on MCX

New Delhi, Both gold and silver prices recorded a dip
on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Thursday, May 30, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on
August 5, 2024, stood at Rs 72,107 per 10 grams on
the MCX, after recording a marginal dip of Rs 164 or
0.23 per cent. The previous close was recorded at Rs
72,271.

Similarly, silver futures, maturing on July 5, 2024,
witnessed a downfall of Rs 1,239 or 1.29 per cent and
were retailing at Rs 94,923 per kg on the MCX against
the previous close of Rs 96,162.GOLD, SILVER
PRICES IN MAJOR CITIESThe gold and silver
prices in India depend on several factors, including
the value of the rupee against the dollar. Global
demand also plays a key role in determining the trends
observed in the rate of precious metals.

GDP growth at 7% in FY25,
robust on back of healthy
balance sheets of banks,
corporates: RBI

MUMBAILIndia's GDP growth is robust on the back of
solid investment demand, which is supported by
healthy balance sheets of banks and corporates, the
government's focus on capital expenditure and prudent
monetary, regulatory and fiscal policies, the RBI said on
Thursday.The Reserve Bank's Annual Report for
2023-24 said that the Indian economy is navigating the
drag from an adverse global macroeconomic and
financial environment.The Indian economy is likely to
grow at 7 percent in the current fiscal year starting April,
the central bank said in its annual report.The Indian
economy, it said, expanded at a robust pace in 2023-24
(April 2023—March 2024 financial year), with real GDP
growth accelerating to 7.6 percent from 7.0 percent in
the previous year, the third successive year of 7 percent
or above growth.

"The real GDP growth for 2024-25 is projected at 7.0
percent with risks evenly balanced," the central bank
said, adding that the economy showed resilience in
FY24 despite persistent headwinds.Indian economy,
the report said, is well-placed to step up growth
trajectory over the next decade in an environment of
macroeconomic and financial stability. "As headline
inflation eases towards the target, it will spur
consumption demand, especially in rural areas," it
said.It further said the external sector's strength and
buffers in the form of foreign exchange reserves will
insulate domestic economic activity from global
spillovers.The report, however, added that geopolitical
tensions, geoeconomic fragmentation, global financial
market volatility, international commodity price
movements and erratic weather developments pose
downside risks to the growth outlook and upside risks to
the inflation outlook.The RBI also emphasised that the
Indian economy would have to navigate challenges
posed by rapid adoption of AI/ML (artificial
intelligence/machine learning) technologies as well as
recurrent climate shocks.The annual report is a
statutory report of RBI's central board of directors. The
report covers the working and functions of the Reserve
Bank of India for the April 2023—March 2024 period.

Lenders ask NCLT to restrain
Byju’s from share sale

NEW DELHI. Rating agency he US-based lenders of
Byju’s have urged the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) to restrain the firm from selling or
transferring its shares.Accordint to the reports, the
lenders told the tribunal that the firm was borrowing
more money and alienating its shares in
exchange.Earlier in January, foreign lenders,
collectively provided nearly 85% of Byju’s $1.2
billion Term Loan B (TLB), filed an insolvency

petition against the firm with the NCLT.Meanwhile on
Tuesday, the Karnataka High Court extended interim
relief to Byju’s as it stayed the decisions made during
the EGM of shareholders held in February.

SP group sells stake in Hyd
project to GIC for Rs 2,200 cr

MUMBALI. The Shapoorji Pallonji Group

has sold its stake in the group’s
Singapore based joint venture real estate
fund (SPREF) held in the TSI Business
Parks, Hyderabad, for a reported
consideration of Rs 2,200 crore.“We
have completed the sale of securities
held by SPREF-II in the TSI Business
Parks, along with a reputed global
institutional investor, to a joint venture of
global institutional investors, marking
one of the largest transactions in the
Indian real estate this fiscal,” the SP
group said in a statement without
revealing deal value or the buyer. It also
didn’t say about ownership of the fund.A
source in the know of the development
told TNIE that the Shapoorji Pallonji
Real Estate Fund is co-owned with an
arm of the German insurance group
Allianz and SP’s stake has been picked
by the Singaporean wealth fund GIC for
Rs 2,200 crore, making it one of the
largest real estate deals in the country this
fiscal.
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SPREF is a joint venture between SP group
and Allianz and the fund acquired a
controlling stake in TSI Business Parks
in December 2019, which owns
Waverock, a grade-A IT SEZ located in
Gachibowli in Hyderabad with a gross
leasable area of 2.4 million sqft. SPIRE is
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an investment manager since 2013 and
provides non-binding investment
manager services to SPREF.Rajesh
Agarwal, CEO, Shapoorji Pallonji
Investment Advisors, said, “This
transaction underlines attractiveness of
domestic realty market and highlights

our experience to acquire good assets
and enhance their value towards
providing profitable exits to institutional
investor partners.”SPIRE Investment
Manager is the investment manager to
the fund and Shapoorji Pallonji
Investment Advisors is an investment
advisor to the fund.

Shapoorji Pallonji Investment Advisors,
founded in 2010 as a 100% subsidiary of
Shapoorji Pallonji and Company, is the
fund manager of SPREF, as a synergistic
expansion to the group’s existing real
estate development and contracting
businesses, to leverage its established
brand name and expertise, providing it
with the ability to establish a unique
fully integrated real estate development
and investment advisory platform. SP
Investment Advisors was established in
2010 as part of the group’s synergistic
expansion and to leverage the group’s
experience of over 155 years in real
estate development and construction.

SpiceJet faces $12 million insolvency  Awis Space Solutions

Engine Lease Finance BV has

filed a petition in the NCLT

seeking insolvency

proceedings aqainst

NEW DELHI.

SpiceJet.

New Delhi, Low-cost carrier SpiceJet's

troubles do not seem to end as a fresh
insolvency plea has been filed in the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) against the airlines, over
arrears for aircraft engine leasing,
reported The Economic
Times.Engine Lease Finance BV has
filed a petition in the NCLT seeking
insolvency proceedings against |

SpiceJet. The lessor claims that
SpiceJet owes $12 million for aircraft
engines it had leased. This engine lessor
is one of many creditors to have
approached the courts, accusing the
airline of defaulting on payments. They
have also sought the repossession of the

engines.SpiceJet has argued that the
lessor’s demand notice did not comply
with the required format under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).The airline requested more time
to respond, stating it received the
documents only on Wednesday
morning. The lessor, however, has

provided email exchanges between the
companies as proof of the default.

On Wednesday, shares of Spicelet saw a
dip of 0.23% closing at Rs 57.19. The
market cap of the airline stood at Rs

plea over engine lease arrears: Report

4,480.29 crore.

This development follows another recent
dispute involving Spicelet and
Kalanithi Maran in a long-standing
share transfer case.SpiceJet has sought
a refund of Rs 450 crore out of the Rs
730 crore it previously paid to former
promoter Kalanithi Maran and his firm,

KAL Airways.The Delhi High

Court, on May 17, overturned a

previous order by a single-

judge bench, allowing SpiceJet
to claim the refund based on
legal advice. KAL Airways and

Kalanithi Maran, however, do

not agree with the order of the

Delhi High Court. They have

announced plans to seek more

than Rs 1,323 crore in damages
from the airline and its chief,

Ajay Singh.SpiceJet responded

to KAL Airways and Kalanithi

Maran's claims, stating that

these assertions are not legally tenable

and are merely a "regurgitation of
previously rejected claims" by the

Arbitral Tribunal and the Delhi High

Court.

FM Nirmala Sitharaman credits reforms
since 2014 for S&P’s positive rating

Finance Minister g8
Nirmala Sitharaman said that S&P's
decision to upgrade India's growth
outlook from 'stable' to 'positive',
came due to the macroeconomic
changes made by the government led
by PM Modi since it came into power
in 2014.“S&P Global Ratings'
revision of its outlook on India from
'stable' to 'positive' is a welcome
development. This reflects India's
solid growth performance and a
promising economic outlook for the
coming years. It has been possible due
to the series of macroeconomic reforms
undertaken since 2014, along with
substantial outlay for capex, fiscal
discipline, and decisive & visionary
leadership,” said the finance minister in
a post on X.Sitharaman further
mentioned India's trajectory towards
becoming the third-largest economy,
aiming to achieve the status of a 'Viksit
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Bharat' by 2047.The remarks from the
finance minister follow S&P's decision
to revise India's outlook to positive
after a decade, citing robust growth
projections for the next three years and
increased public spending.

The rating agency highlighted the

importance of continued reforms and
fiscal prudence to potentially warrant
an upgrade.However, S&P maintained
India's sovereign rating at 'BBB-', the
lowest investment grade, while
expressing confidence in the continuity

of economic reforms and fiscal
policies regardless of the upcoming
election results.With the reults of the
Lok Sabha elections just a week away,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
expects a potential third term for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.S&P expects
any incoming government to persist
with economic reforms, supporting
growth, infrastructure development,
and fiscal discipline.Nirmala
Sitharaman has been advocating for a
rating upgrade, citing improved fiscal
management and robust economic
fundamentals, bolstered by healthy
foreign exchange reserves.The agency
commended India for its resilience
amid the COVID-19 pandemic,
forecasting a real GDP growth of 6.8%
for the current year, underscoring a
significant rebound from the
challenges posed by the global health
crisis.

makes muted D-Street
debut with 14% premium

New Delhi, Awfis Space Solutions made a
decent debut on the stock exchanges on
Thursday, with its shares listing at a premium
of just 14% on the National Stock Exchange
(NSE).

The shares opened at Rs 435, marking a 13.5%
premium over its issue price of Rs 383.

The shares opened at Rs 432.25 on the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE), a premium of 12.86%
over its issue price.Shares of Awfis Space
Solutions fell short of grey market
expectations, where they had been trading at a
21 percent premium."The pre-listing GMP
suggested a potentially higher listing gain, but
it gradually declined in the days leading up to
the listing, possibly reflecting a more cautious
investor approach," said Shivani Nyati, Head
of Wealth, Swastika Investmart Ltd."Investors
are suggested to hold their position by keeping
astop loss at the issue price," she added.

The price band for the Awfis Space Solutions
IPO was set at Rs 364 to 383 per share.

The initial public offering (IPO) of Awfis Space

Solutions saw bumper subscription, as it was
oversubscribed over 100 times by investors
after opening for public issue on May 22.

The TPO of the firm which offers workspace
solutions, was oversubscribed 108.17
times. The Non-Institutional Investors (NII)
section led the public issue with a subscription
of 129.27 times, retail section saw a
subscription of 53.23 times. The Qualified
Institutional Buyers (QIB) section also
garnered interest as it was subscribed 116.95
times.The company received bids for
93,34,35,516 equity shares against the
86,29,670 shares offered. The bidding for the
public issue concluded on Monday, May 27.

Awfis Space Solutions successfully raised over
Rs 268.61 crore from anchor investors,
allotting 70.13 lakh equity shares at Rs 383
each.The PO is managed by Axis Capital,
IIFL Securities, ICICI Securities, and Emkay
Global Financial Services, with Bigshare
Services as the registrar.

Explained: Why Edelweiss Financial Services shares tumbled 17% in early trade

NEW DELHI. Shares of Edelweiss
Financial Services plummeted over 17%
in early trading today following
supervisory actions announced by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on May 29
against ECL Finance and Edelweiss Asset
Reconstruction Company (EARCL),
citing significant supervisory concerns.

The RBI directed ECL Finance Ltd (ECL)
to immediately cease all structured
transactions related to its wholesale
exposures, except for repayment and
normal account closures.Additionally,
Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction
Company Limited (EARCL) was
instructed to stop acquiring financial
assets, including security receipts (SRs),
and to halt the reorganisation of existing
SRs into senior and subordinate tranches.
These directives took immediate
effect.64 from the previous close of Rs
77.45 on the Bombay Stock Exchange.
By 10:13 am, the stock was down 11.50%
at Rs 68.55 on the BSE.RBl action

The RBI's decision stemmed from material
concerns identified during supervisory
examinations.The issues included ECL
Finance engaging in structured
transactions to evergreen stressed
exposures using the platform of EARCL
and associated Alternative Investment
Funds (AIFs), thus circumventing
applicable regulations. The RBI also
noted the incorrect valuation of security

receipts
EARCL.Further

by both ECL and
supervisory

entities and their statutory auditors, but no
meaningful corrective action has been

statements in stock exchange filings.
EARCL said, "We are reviewing the order

observations at ECL included the
submission of incorrect eligible book
debt details to its lenders for drawing
power computation, non-
compliance with loan-to-value
norms for lending against shares,
incorrect reporting to the Central
Repository for Information on
Large Credits (CRILC), and non-
adherence to Know Your Customer
(KYC) guidelines.he RBI stated
that ECL was used as a conduit to
bypass regulations that permit
ARCs to acquire financial assets
only from banks and financial
institutions by taking over loans
from non-lender group entities for
ultimate sale to the group
ARC.EARCL was also found in
violation of several regulations, including
failing to place the RBI’s supervisory
letter before its Board, non-compliance
with loan settlement regulations, and
sharing non-public client information
with group entities.The RBI noted,
“Instead of taking meaningful remedial
action to rectify the said deficiencies, it
was observed that the group entities were
resorting to new ways to circumvent
regulations. Over the last few months, the
Reserve Bank has been engaging with the
senior management of the captioned

evidenced so far, necessitating the
imposition of business restrictions.”Both
ECL and EARCL have been directed to

strengthen their assurance functions to
ensure regulatory compliance.The RBI
said, “The business restrictions being
placed now shall be reviewed after the
rectification of the supervisory
observations by the group to the
satisfaction of the Reserve Bank. These
restrictions are without prejudice to any
other regulatory or supervisory action
against the captioned entities, that may be
initiated by the RBIL.”

Company response

Following the RBI's action, EARCL and
ECL Finance have issued separate

and will address the observations
mentioned in the RBI order. We are
dedicated to maintaining transparency
and upholding highest standards of
corporate governance and committed
to compliance with regulatory
requirements.""There will not be any
material impact on Company’s
resolution and recovery efforts which
would continue normally. We assure
all our stakeholders that we are taking
immediate steps to address the
concerns raised by the RBI and to
align our operations with regulatory
expectations," it added.Meanwhile,
ECL Finance said, "This order is with
reference to the Company’s wholesale
exposure. In the last Financial Year,
the company passed a Board
Resolution to discontinue this business,
which was disclosed in its financial
statements for the period ending 31
March 2024.""The Company, therefore,
believes these directions will not
materially impact its strategy and its
business. Reduction of the wholesale
exposure will continue as permitted, in
the normal course of business. We
reaffirm our commitment to complying
with the RBI recommendations and hope
to resolve this within three weeks, as
directed by the RBI," itadded.
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Rameshwaram Cafe owner roasted for
intimidating’ apology over expired food items

Food safety authorities
found expired food items
at a Rameshwaram Cafe
outlet in Hyderabad on
May 23. Its owner, in a
video, apologised to the
customers. However,
several social media
users roasted him for his
body language while
speaking in the video.

New Delhi:An outlet of Rameshwaram Cafe,
a popular south Indian restaurant chain, in
Hyderabad was raided by food safety
authorities in Telangana, and expired stocks
of urad dal (black gram) and some dairy
products were found on May 23. The cafe's

Massive fire in flat at
Noida residential society
after AC blast

New Delhi: A massive fire broke out in a flat at Lotus
Bluebird society in Noida's Sector 100 after a blast in
the air conditioning unit. The entire flat caught fire,
and it soon spread to nearby flats in the high-rise
society.The blaze, which comes amid a searing
heatwave in the national capital region, led to panic
among the residents. People residing in nearby flats

rushed to the ground as heavy smoke billowed from
the affected flat.

There were no immediate reports of any casualties in the
incident. "The fire has been extinguished by Fire
Safety officials," a police spokesperson told
PTI.Videos on social media showed heavy smoke
billowing from the apartment in one of the residential
towers of society.

Relief From Heatwave Soon,
Cloudy Skies, Rain Forecast
For Delhi

New Delhi: A day after a sweltering heatwave led to Delhi
recording a maximum temperature of over 50 degrees
Celsius, the India Meteorological Department said
weather conditions will likely improve from Thursday.
Severe heatwave conditions prevailing over Northwest
and Central India are likely to reduce gradually from
May 30, the weather office said, adding that the city will
witness cloudy skies from tomorrow accompanied by
light rain and gusty winds."Delhi will witness partly
cloudy sky and heatwave conditions with the possibility
of thunderstorm/duststorm with very light rain/drizzle
accompanied by gusty winds," the IMD said in its
forecast for Thursday.

Over the next six days, the weather office has predicted
thunderstorms and dust storms over the city along with
rain and strong winds till June 4.The maximum
temperature for Thursday is expected to rise to 45
degrees Celsius while the minimum temperature will
settle at 30 degrees Celsius."With easterly winds, the
heat index was over 50 degrees even though the
recorded temperature was much lower. But now as
westerly winds approach the region, the humidity has
gone down and the heat index has also reduced. This
will lower the "feels-like" temperature and bring relief
to residents," Mahesh Palawat, Vice President at
Skymet Weather told NDTV.The heat index, often
referred to as the "feels-like" temperature, combines air
temperature and relative humidity to estimate the
human-perceived temperature.

On Wednesday, hours after Delhi's temperature broke all
weather records, parts of Delhi-NCR witnessed a
sudden change of weather as some areas received light
showers.

he IMD later clarified that the maximum temperature of
over 52 degrees Celsius recorded in Delhi on
Wednesday was an "error in sensor or local factor."

"The maximum temperature over Delhi NCR varied from
45.2 degrees Celsius to 49.1 degrees Celsius in different
parts of city, Mungeshpur reported 52.9 degrees Celsius
as an outlier compared to other stations. It could be due
to an error in the sensor or a local factor. IMD is
examining the data and sensors," it said.The IMD
predicted warm night conditions are very likely to
prevail over Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh on May 30.The IMD
said that a rise in maximum temperatures by 2-3 degrees
Celsius is very likely over East India during the next
three days and gradually fall by 3-4 degrees Celsius
thereafter.

It added that no significant change in maximum
temperatures is likely over the remaining parts of the
country.

co-founder, Raghavendra Rao, in a video,
said he accepted his mistakes and
apologised to customers.However, several
social media users criticised Rao for his
body language while he was speaking in the
minute-long video."We are here to deliver
the best product as promised and use the best
ingredients forever. We have done little
mistakes and I sincerely apologise for it. I
would like to convey to the entire customers
that we follow (former president) APJ Abdul
Kalam's footsteps," Rao said in the video.
Our vision is to play globally. We know we
can't make a single mistake. I take it as a
lesson. I have told my entire team to correct
each and every step so that we don't go
wrong anyway. This is how we learn. Again,
I promise you that all our raw materials are
of premium quality," he said.Rao asserted
that pulses, spices and vegetables used by
the restaurant are of "premium
quality"."You can take any of your pulses
and spices. It's all premium. The vegetables
that we use are of premium quality. I request

the food safety department to come and do
inspections on what type of vegetables we
use. These are the things they identified,
which are valid and we are here to correct
ourselves," Rao added.Social media users
were unimpressed with how Rao spoke in
the video, with many accusing him of
"threatening" instead of apologising for his
mistakes."Why does it look like he’s
intimidating s and not apologising," a user
wrote."His aggressive body language is
not resonating with his words. It's like I
will take care of those who said there are
expired items, but please eat in my outlet,"
anther user said."Not going there after
seeing this. He's threatening the customers,"
another user said."He is desperate for
everyone to believe him, but his words have
lost value. He should take action and show
rather than pointing fingers at us to better
believe hm," a user said.

FOOD SAFETY RAIDS AT
HYDERABAD'S RAMESHWARAM
OUTLET

In a post on X, Telangana's food safety
commissioner said the task force team
conducted food safety inspections in
Hyderabad's Madhapur area on May 23 and
found 100 kg of expired urad dal worth Rs
16,000, and Nandini Curd (10 kg) and milk
(8 litres) worth Rs 700. All these items were
discarded on the spotln its response,
Rameshwaram Cafe said the expired goods
were not meant for consumption but to be
discarded. The restaurant also said the
management took note of the observations
made by the authorities for its Hyderabad

"No Better Way To Serve Humanity, India":
Major Set To Be Honoured By UN

New Delhi: Major Radhika Sen, a
peacekeeper who served with the
United Nations peacekeeping
mission in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, was pursuing a career in
biotechnology before she joined the
Indian Army. Major Sen said it was
after she made the switch that she
realised there was no better way for
her to serve humanity and the
country.Speaking exclusively to
NDTYV, the Major, who will be
honoured by the United Nations with
the prestigious 2023 Military Gender
Advocate of the Year Award, also said
that being part of the Indian Army
made the challenges faced by her in
the Congo easier because soldiers in
the force work in different regions of
the country and are exposed to
different environments.Major Sen
will receive the award, which
recognises a military peacekeeper
who has best integrated a gender
perspective into peacekeeping

activities, from UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres.

Asked about the challenge of ensuring
that peacekeepers under her command
recognised the importance of gender
and socio-cultural norms in the
country, Major Sen, who served with
the Organisation Stabilization
Mission in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (MONUSCO), said,
"The country has a long history. It has
its own culture. It has its own
tradition. There are many socio-
economic issues that happen. But, I
would say, being a part of India, which

is a culturally rich and a diverse
country, and especially being a part
of the Indian Army,
helped."Because all my soldiers
have been working in different
regions of the country, and they
have served in different terrains,
they have seen different
environments, it was not really
challenging for me to have a team. |
would say it was their support and
cooperation which has motivated me
and helped me to get the information
and the concerns of the people better.
So, (it was) because we are from India
and the Indian Army gives you all the
opportunity and exposure possible
(that) it was easy for me," she
asserted. On rape and violence being
used as an implement of warfare in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Major Sen said it is very important for
peacekeeping forces to have a gender
perspective because it helps build an
inclusive and sustainable.

Bihar Man Dies Of Heat In Delh1 Hospital,
Fever Shot Up To 107 Degrees

New Delhi: A 40-year-old man from
Bihar's Darbhanga died at Delhi's Ram
Manohar Lohia hospital yesterday
after he suffered a heatstroke during
the record-breaking heatwave in the
national capital. The man was admitted
to the hospital late Monday night.

A doctor who attended to him said he was
living in a room with no cooler or fan
and had high fever. The body
temperature, the doctor said, crossed
the 107 degrees Celsius mark -- nearly
10 degrees above normal. This is the
first heat-stroke death reported in Delhi
this summer.The national capital has
been living its summer nightmare with
record-breaking temperatures, all-time
high power demand and a crippling
water crisis. The Mungeshpur weather
station on the city's outskirts recorded a
reading of 52.9 degrees Celsius -- the
highest-ever for any station in the
country. The weather office is now

investigating if the Mungeshpur
station's record reading was due to a
sensor error or local factors.

M Mohapatra, director general of India
Meteorological Department, has said
that of the 20 monitoring stations in
Delhi, 14 recorded a drop in
temperature yesterday and the average
across the city was in the 45-50 degrees
Celsius range. He said the Mungeshpur
station is an "outlier", and the
recording needs to be confirmed.

Regardless of the numbers and records,
residents of the capital are reeling
under a severe heatwave for the past
week. To add to the heat, several parts
of Delhi are suffering due to a drinking
water crisis. The Aam Aadmi Party
government has accused the Haryana
government of denying Delhi its share
of Yamuna water. Areas such as Geeta
Colony and some parts of
Chanakyapuri are receiving limited

water supply through tankers.Visuals
shared by news agency ANI showed
people surrounding a water tanker and
jostling with each other to collect their
daily supply.

The tanker comes daily, but we are
getting half a tanker here for 3,000-
4,000 people. It is so hot, we need
water, but we are not getting enough of
it," a local resident Vinay said, alleging
that local representatives are not
listening to them.In a video shared by
news agency IANS, some residents of
Sangam Vihar alleged that they have to
pay around ? 1,000 to 1,250 rupees to
fill a small tank from the tanker.
Another video showed people chasing
a water tanker and climbing on it to
draw water in Chanakyapuri. The
Delhi government has now appealed to
residents to use drinking judiciously.
As many as 200 teams have been
formed to identity and check.

outlet and was already looking into the
matter.

An internal inquiry was ordered to verify the
facts and take stock of each outlet."The
stocks found were sealed and unattended,
meant for dispatch and not for
consumption,” the statement issued by the
founders of The Rameshwaram Cafe,
Divya Raghavendra Rao and Raghavendra
Rao, whose establishment in Bengaluru
witnessed a low-intensity blast in March
this year, said. The restaurant further said it
also ordered hygiene and standard checks
for all its outlets across the states and wanted
to convey its strong commitment towards
providing consumers with the best in the
category.Assuring cooperation with the
authorities, the statement said the restaurant
has not received any show-cause notice
from the officials concerned.The
management said it was fully committed to
maintaining the highest standards of
servicing, hygiene and safety and welfare of
the consumers.

"Slip Of Tongue": Congress
Leader On Mani Shankar
Aiyar's China Remarks

New Delhi: In response to the comments made by
former Union Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar on
Chinese aggression in 1962, Congress
spokesperson Pawan Khera said that the former
had said in a "slip of tongue" and he had also
apologised for his statement.

"This is not a big issue. It was a slip of tongue and he
has apologised. The Bharatiya Janata Party is
continuously bringing up this issue after that. This
shows their bankruptcy," Mr Khera said speaking
to ANI on Wednesday.Mr Khera, however,
questioned Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
allegedly giving a "clean chit" to China in the
Galwan Valley clash in 2020."Narendra Modi gave
aclean chit to China on June 19,2020. China which

took control of 26 out of 65 patrolling points, which
is 2000 square kilometers in eastern Ladakh, has
been given clean chit by Narendra Modi. He has
insulted the 24-25 soldiers who died in that clash
while defending the patrolling points," he said.The
Congress leader also suggested that PM Modi must
have been under pressure from China due to which
he was forced to give the "clean chit" to an "enemy
nation"."You (PM Modi) gave a clean chit to an
enemy nation. You must have some pressure from
China which we don't know of. You go to visit the
Chinese around 18 times. There must be some
pressure. There must be some secret which we
don't know of. There must be some secret because
of which the Prime Minister was pressurised to
give clean chit to an enemy nation," Mr Khera said.

The nation won't be harmed if Mani Shankar Aiyyar
say something in a slip of tongue. The nation will
be harmed when you (PM Modi) give a clean chitto
anenemy," he added.

Mr Aiyar, who is no stranger to controversies,
sparked a massive row after he said, "In October
1962, the Chinese allegedly invaded India" during
an event on Tuesday. The remarks were met with
severe backlash with the BJP coming out guns
blazing against the Congress, following which the
party had to distance itself from Aiyar's comments.

Delhi civic body chalks out Monsoon Action
Plan, identifies waterlogging hotspots

The action plan mainly
focusses on key areas such
as timely desilting of
drains, identification of
waterlogging hotspots and
creating a control room
and, constituting teams for
monitoring waterlogging
incidents with an emphasis
on ensuring seamless

coordination across various

departments.

New Delhi:The Municipal Corporation of

Delhi (MCD) is preparing

comprehensive Monsoon Action Plan to
address the issue of waterlogging during
the upcoming rainy season in the cityThe
action plan mainly focusses on key areas
such as timely desilting of drains,

identification of waterlogging hotspots
and creating a control room and,
constituting teams for monitoring
waterlogging incidents with an emphasis
on ensuring seamless coordination across

various departments.

The civic body has been
working on war footing to
meet the target of cleaning all
the drains under its
jurisdiction before the onset of
monsoon. The MCD has
successfully completed 70 per
cent work of desilting and is
well on course to complete the
first phase of work before June
15.The desilting of the
majority of drains is being
carried out through
outsourcing. In this operation,

2 the agency is using

excavators, loader machines, pocklanes,
manual labour for clearing the silt that is
dumped at designated landfill
sites. SETTING UP OF CONTROL
ROOMSControl rooms at headquarter

level as well as in all 12 zones will remain
operational during the monsoon season.
All the zonal heads have been briefed and
sensitised to remain alert during the rains
and take prompt action with regard to

deployment of manpower and resources.
ONSTITUTING ZONAL TEAMS AT
WARD LEVELTeams at ward level are
constituted, which include a Junior
Engineer in-charge. In a shift, sufficient

manpower at the JE store should remain
stationed to handle any emergent
situation and simultaneously deal with
the waterlogging complaints. A detailed
Duty Roster for all zones has been
prepared and required staff has
been deployed, with sufficient
manpower and machinery to
attend to complaints. TATUS OF
PERMANENT AND
TEMPORARY PUMPSDuring
the monsoon season, for all
permanent pumping stations,
staff will be available round the
clock. A total of 72 pumps have
been deployed on a permanent
basis and 465 pumps have been
deployed on a temporary
basis.Teams are formulated at
each municipal store with a
sufficient number of pumps to
attend to waterlogging complaints in
various localities. Maintenance of pumps
and desilting of sump wells at pumping
stations is being carried out before the
onset of monsoon.
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Israel seizes Gaza's border with
Egypt, says war may last another 7
months

World The Israeli military on Wednesday said it seized a

buffer zone along the Gaza-Egypt border, giving the
Jewish state effective control over the Palestinian
territory's entire land border amid its offensive in Rafah.

Israel Defence Forces (IDF) spokesperson Daniel Hagari
said Israeli forces gained "operational control" over the
"Philadelphi Corridor", using the Israeli military's code
name for the 14 km-long corridor along Gaza's only
border with Egyptlsraeli forces continued to press its
offensive in various parts of Rafah despite an
International Court of Justice (ICJ) order to cease attacks
in the southern Gaza city, where half of the Strip's 2.3
million people had taken refuge during the initial stages
of the war.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR: TOPPOINTS

Before Israel captured the Gaza-Egypt border, the Jewish
state had not controlled the Strip's only land border
directly. Hagari said Hamas used to smuggle weapons
into Gaza through the "Philadelphi Corridor".On
Wednesday, Israeli tanks entered the interior parts of
Rafah for raids for the first time despite the ICJ, the UN's
top court, ordering Israel to stop its attacks on the city.
According to residents, the tanks moved into Tel Al-
Sultan in the west and Yibna and near Shaboura in the
centre before retreating towards a buffer zone on the
border with Egypt.Israel's National Security Advisor
Tzachi Hanegbi said the war in Gaza would continue
throughout 2024 at least. The Jewish state has earlier
said the fighting will not end until it "dismantled" all
Hamas infrastructures and rejected an offer that all
hostages will be released in exchange for Palestinian
prisoners.On Wednesday, Brazil withdrew its
ambassador to Israel after months of tensions between
the two countries over the war in Gaza, the latest
repercussion from a South American nation over Israel’s
military campaign in the Palestinian territory.

Palestinian Health Minister Majed Abu Raman called on
the US to pressurise Israel to open the Rafah crossing for
humanitarian aid, saying that people who were injured in
Gaza during the war were dying due to lack of treatment.

Four locals killed in Iranian firing in
restive Balochistan, claims Pakistan

Karachi. At least four Pakistani citizens were killed,
and two others injured on Wednesday when Iranian
forces opened unprovoked firing on a vehicle in a
border town of Pakistan's restive Balochistan province,
according to authorities. The incident took place late on
the night between Tuesday and Wednesday in Tehsil
Mashkil Bacha Rai, a Levies source said.

The source from the provincial paramilitary forces said
that authorities were in touch with their Iranian
counterparts over the incident, for which no
explanation was available as yet."So far no reason is
known as to why the Iranian forces opened fire on the
vehicle from across the border in the town of Mashkil
Bacha Rai", he said. Two other Pakistani citizens were
injured in the firing incident, which has again raised
tensions in the region, underscoring the need for
careful management of border security issues.The
border town is seen as a sensitive location security-
wise for Pakistan and Iran.In January, the two
neighbours carried out tit-for-tat air strikes against
alleged terrorist hideouts on rival lands.Iran shocked
Pakistan by carrying out airstrikes against alleged
militant hideouts in the restive Balochistan province.

Pakistan swiftly responded by using killer drones and
rockets to carry out "precision military strikes" against
what it called "terrorist hideouts" in Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchistan province, killing nine people.

Man dies after being sucked into
plane engine at Amsterdam airport

Amsterdam. A person died after ending up in a running
aircraft engine at Amsterdam's Schiphol airport, Dutch
airline KLM said on Wednesday.Dutch media had
reported on the incident earlier on Wednesday, while
the Dutch military police, Marechaussee, said in a tweet
it was running an investigation.The investigation has
not yet identified who the person was, a Marechaussee
spokesperson told Reuters.The spokesperson added
that it was too early to say whether this was an
"incident", or a form of suicide. He added that all
passengers and crew, who will be important witnesses
to the investigation, had safely left the plane.

KLM, which is part of France-KLM, also said in a
statement it was investigating the event.

British parliament dissolves ahead
of July 4 general polls

London The British parliament dissolved on Thursday
ahead of a July 4 general election, which looks set to
bring Labour to power after 14 years of Conservative
rule.Five weeks of campaigning officially began as 650
seats of members of parliament (MPs) became vacant at
one minute past midnight (2301 GMT) in line with the
electoral schedule.The first week of campaigning has
seen a shaky start following Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak's rain-drenched election announcement, with
many observers taking the downpour as a bad
omen.Sunak set the election for July 4, instead of later in
the year as had been widely expected, in what observers
said was an attempt to regain momentum as his party
slides in opinion polls.After 14 years in opposition, the
Labour party now has the chance to win back power
with its leader Keir Starmer, a former human rights
lawyer, at the helm. Trailing double digits behind Labour
in polls, the ruling party also faced a mass exodus of
parliamentarians, some throwing in the towel in the face
of bleak chances of victory.Some 129 MPs have so far
announced that they will not be standing for re-election.
Among them are 77 Conservatives, an unprecedented
exodus for a governing party. Among the Tories standing
for re-election, some have made no secret of their
annoyance at having been caught off guard by the July
election date.Steve Baker, Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland, stood by his decision to continue his
vacation in Greece, saying that he would be preparing
his campaign there.Signs of infighting also spilled into
the open with one Tory MP backing a candidate from the
right-wing populist Reform UK party in her
constituency, before being promptly suspended by the
Conservatives.After the election announcement, Sunak
travelled across the country, promoting Conservatives
as the "safe" option.His campaign met with some early
snags, including a visit to the site where the Titanic was
built drawing comparisons between his leadership and
captaining a sinking ship.Doubling down on older
voters and right-wing supporters, Sunak's campaign has
seen pledges to bring back national service and what is
billed as a £2.4 billion ($3 billion) tax break for
pensioners.

election since apartheld ended

Kwamashu, South Africa South Africans

voted on Wednesday in the most
competitive election since the end of
apartheid, amid high turnout and with
opinion polls suggesting the African
National Congress may lose its
parliamentary majority after 30 years in
government. Well after dark, voters were
still forming miles-long queues to cast
their ballots. Chief Electoral Officer Sy
Mamabolo told a news conference that
turnout "will be well beyond the 66 per
cent we had in 2019".The Electoral
Commission said polling stations would
stay open for anyone who was in line at
the closing time at 9 p.m. (1900 GMT).
Two hours later, only 55 per cent of
polling stations nationwide had
closed."We are experiencing a late surge
and are processing a large number of
votes in certain areas, particularly the
metropolitan areas," Mamabolo said.

Voters cited high rates of unemployment

and crime, frequent power blackouts and
corruption in ANC ranks as reasons why
they would vote for opposition parties."l
grew up loving the ANC because of how
they fought for the freedom we have today.
That is why I voted for them all these

years," said business owner
Skhumbuzo Mnyandu, 48, who came
out to vote in KwaMashu, a township

close to Durban.But this time Mnyandu

said he was voting for uMkhonto we
Sizwe (MK), a new party backed by
former president Jacob Zuma.

Others, however, were wary of change.

Pensioner Charles Louw, 62, said he .’

would remain loyal to the ANC as he
distrusted the promises made by
opposition parties to create jobs, end
power cuts or crack down on crime.The
ANC have been trying to do it, they are
there, they have got experience, they
know how to accommodate everything.
But the new parties, where will they
start?" he said after voting in Alexandra, a
sprawling township east of Johannesburg.
Then-led by Nelson Mandela, the ANC
swept to power in South Africa's first
multi-racial election in 1994 and has won
amajority in national elections held every

five years since then, though its share of

the vote has gradually declined.

Young voters who did not live through
apartheid were particularly disillusioned
with the ANC and the country's economic
prospects."There's no jobs for te youth.

We have degrees, but there's no getting
jobs," said Nosipho Mkhize, a 28-year old
- the median age in South Africa -
explaining why he was voting MK.If the
ANC falls short of 50% this time, it will
have to make a deal with one or more
smaller parties to govern - uncharted and
potentially choppy waters for a young
democracy that has so far been dominated
by a single party.Voters are electing
provincial assemblies in each of the
country's nine provinces, and a new
national parliament which will then
choose the next president. With the ANC
still on course to win the largest share of
the vote, its leader President Cyril
Ramaphosa is likely to remain in

office.More than 27 million South

Africans are registered to vote at

more than 23,000 polling stations,

with voting due to end at 9 p.m.

(1900 GMT).

. Turnout has steadily fallen since the

start of the democratic era and is one

of the key variables this time.The
election appeared to be going

smoothly in most places, with 93%

of polling stations opening on time,

according to Masego Sheburi, a

senior official at the electoral
commission.Reuters reporters witnessed
isolated incidents, such as voters being
turned away from a Johannesburg polling
station because they were not registered
to vote there, and in one Alexandra
location voting was delayed for hours due
to the late arrival of ballot papers.

'MOST CONSEQUENTIAL ELECTION'

After voting in Soweto, a huge township
outside Johannesburg, Ramaphosa said
the ANC had run a strong campaign.

"I have no doubt whatsoever in my heart of
hearts that the people will invest their
confidence in the African National
Congress," he said.

Jurors continue deliberations in Donald
Trump hush money trial, no verdict yet

New York. The jury in Donald
Trump’s hush money trial
ended its first day of
deliberations without a verdict
on Wednesday but asked to
rehear potentially crucial
testimony about the alleged
hush money scheme at the
heart of the history-making
case.The 12-person jury was
sent home around 4 pm after
about four and a half hours of
deliberations. The process is to
resume on Thursday.Jurors also asked
to rehear at least part of the judge’s
instructions meant to guide them on the
law. The notes sent to the judge with
the requests were the first burst of
communication with the court after the
panel of seven men and five women
was sent to a private room just before
11:30 am to begin weighing a
verdict."It is not my responsibility to
judge the evidence here. It is yours",
Judge Juan M Merchan told jurors
earlier in the day before dispatching
them to begin deliberations, reminding
them of their vow during the selection
process to judge the case fairly and
impartially.

t’s unclear how long the deliberations
will last. A guilty verdict would deliver
a stunning legal reckoning for the
presumptive Republican presidential
nominee as he seeks to reclaim the
White House while an acquittal would
represent a major win for Trump and
embolden him on the campaign trail.

Since verdicts must be unanimous, it’s
also possible that the case ends in a
mistrial if the jury can’t reach a
consensus after days of deliberations.

Trump struck a pessimistic tone after
leaving the courtroom following the
reading of jury instructions, repeating
his assertions of a "very unfair trial"
and saying "Mother Teresa could not
beat those charges, but we’ll see. We’ll

see how we do".He remained
inside the courthouse during
deliberations, where he made a
series of posts on his social media
network complaining about the
trial and quoting legal and
political commentators who view
the case in his favour.In one all-
capital-letters post, he proclaimed
thathe didn’teven "know what the
charges are in this rigged case",
even though he was present in the
courtroom as the judge detailed
them to jurors.rump is chargd with 34
counts of falsifying business records at
his company in connection with an
alleged scheme to hide potentially
embarrassing stories about him during
his 2016 Republican presidential
election campaign.he charge, a felony,
arises from reimbursements paid to
then-Trump lawyer Michael Cohen
after he made a $130,000 hush money
payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels
to silence her claims that she and
Trump had sex in 2006. Trump is
accused of misrepresenting Cohen’s
reimbursements as legal expenses to
hide that they were tied to a hush
money payment.

More accusers level fresh charges against
Harvey Weinstein, say prosecutors

New York. Manhattan prosecutors told a
judge on Wednesday they are
evaluating more claims of sexual
misconduct made against Harvey
Weinstein and could potentially seek a
new indictment against him before his
scheduled retrial on rape and sexual
assault charges.Assistant District
Attorney Nicole Blumberg said during
a court hearing that additional people
have come forward with assault claims
and prosecutors are currently assessing
which fall under the statute of
limitations.She said some potential
survivors that were not ready to step
forward during Weinstein’s first New
York trial may now be willing to
testify. When asked by Judge Curtis
Farber whether there was a possibility

of prosecutors filing a new indictment,
Blumberg replied "Yes, your honour".
Blumberg said prosecutors would be in a
better position to update the court on
the direction of the case at the end of
June.Farber set the next hearing date
for July 9. The retrial on the rape charge
is tentatively scheduled for some time
after Labor Day.Weinstein’s lawyer,
Arthur Aidala, told reporters outside
the courthouse after the hearing that his
client was confident no additional
accusers would be found to bolster the
prosecution’s case."He knows he’s
never done anything like this", Aidala
said of Weinstein. Weinstein, appearing
in the same New York City courthouse
where former President Donald Trump
is on trial, entered the court in a

wheelchair, as he has during other
recent court hearings since his 2020
conviction was tossed out.Weinstein
has suffered from medical problems
throughout his time in jail, his lawyers
have said. He is currently at the city’s
Rikers Island jail complex.Earlier in
the hearing, Farber addressed a letter
from prosecutors last week requesting
the court to remind Weinstein’s
lawyers not to discuss or disparage
potential witnesses in public ahead of
the retrial. Manhattan District Attorny
Alvin Bragg’s office argues that Aidala
made statements earlier this month that
were meant to intimidate Miriam Haley,
a former TV and film production
assistant who Weinstein was convicted
of sexually assaulting.

Israel says Gaza war likely to
last another seven months as
tanks probe Rafah

Cairo,UPDATED Isracl sent tanks on raids into

Rafah on Wednesday and predicted its war on
Hamas in Gaza would continue all year, after
Washington said the Rafah assault did not
amount to a major ground operation that would
trigger a change in US policy.Israeli tanks moved
into the heart of Rafah for the first time on
Tuesday despite an order from the International
Court of Justice to end its attacks on the city,
where many Palestinians had taken refuge from
bombardment elsewhere.The World Court said
Israel had not explained how it would keep
evacuees from Rafah safe and provide food,
water and medicine. Its ruling also called on
Hamas to release hostages taken from Israel on
October 7 immediately and
unconditionally.Rafah residents said Israeli
tanks had pushed into Tel Al-Sultan in the west
and Yibna and near Shaboura in the centre before
retreating towards a buffer zone on the border
with Egypt, rather than staying put as they have
in other offensives."We received distress calls
from residents in Tel Al-Sultan where drones
targeted displaced citizens as they moved from
areas where they were staying toward the safe
areas,”" the deputy director of ambulance and
emergency services in Rafah, Haitham al Hams,
said.Palestinian health officials said 19 civilians
had been killed in Israeli air strikes and shelling
across Gaza. Israel accuses Hamas militants of
hiding among civilians, which the militants
deny.Health Minister Majed Abu Raman urged
Washington to pressure Israel to open the Rafah
crossing to aid, saying there was no indication
that Israeli authorities would do so soon and that
patients in besieged Gaza were dying for lack of
treatment. The Israeli military controls three
quarters of the buffer zone on the Egyptian
border and aims to control all of it to prevent
Hamas smuggling in weapons, National Security
Adviser Tzachi Hanegbi said.Fighting in Gaza
will continue throughout 2024 at least, he added,
signalling that Israel was not ready to end the war
as demanded by Hamas, as part of a deal that
would see the exchange of hostages it holds for
Palestinian prisoners."The fighting in Rafah is
not a pointless war," Hanegbi said, reiterating
that the aim was to end Hamas rule in Gaza and
stop it and its allies attacking Israel. The United
States, Israel's closest ally, reiterated its
opposition to a major ground offensive in Rafah
on Tuesday while saying it did not believe such
an operation was underway.In Geneva, over 30
countries at a World Health Organization
meeting condemned Israel's attacks on hospitals
in Gaza and demanded more scrutiny of'its role in
the enclave's health crisis. Israel's ambassador
blamed Hamas for "deliberately putting the
safety of patients at risk" by using health
facilities for military purposes.

Brazil calls back its ambassador to
Israel in protest to war in Gaza

« Reacting to the reports about
Brazil's move, Israel’s foreign
ministry said no official
message has yet been received
from the Brazilian government
on the matter.

Rio De Janeiro Brazil withdrew its
ambassador to Isracl on Wednesday after
months of tensions between the two
countries over the war in Gaza, the latest
repercussion from a South American
nation over Israel’s military campaign in
the Palestinian territory.

The move was announced in Brazil’s
official gazette.Israel’s foreign ministry
said no official message has yet been
received from the Brazilian government
on the matter. However, following the
media reports, the Brazilian chargé
d’affaires was summoned to appear at the
ministry on Thursday for a
meeting.Brazil’s President Luiz Indcio

Lula da Silva has been a frequent critic of

Israel’s offensive in Gaza, which he

compared to the Holocaust earlier this
year. That led Israel’s Foreign Minister
Israel Katz to summon the Brazilian
ambassador, Frederico Meyer, to the
national Holocaust museum in Jerusalem
for a public reprimand.

At the time, Lula called Meyer home.
However, Wednesday’s action
represented an escalation and a
diplomatic downgrade, with the
Brazilian Embassy in Israel still in place
but without an ambassador in the post.

According to an official at Brazil’s foreign
ministry, Wednesday’s removal comes in
response to Meyer’s humiliation by
Israel’s top diplomat. The official, who
has knowledge of the situation, spoke on
condition of anonymity as he wasn’t
authorised to speak publicly.

"Any appointment of a new Brazilian
ambassador to Israel will be announced in
due course in a press release. For the time
being, the Brazilian Embassy in Tel Aviv
continues to function under the leadership
of the chargé d’affaires", Brazil’s foreign
ministry said.Meyer has been transferred
to Geneva and will join Brazil’s
permanent mission to the United Nations
and other international organisations.

A pro-Israel group in the country, the Israeli

Ly

Confederation of Brazil, said on social
media that it "regretted" the move.

"The Brazilian government’s unilateral
measure moves us away from the
Brazilian diplomatic tradition of balance
and seeking dialogue and prevents Brazil
from exercising its desired role as
mediator and protagonist in the Middle
East", it said. The war in Gaza, now in its
eighth month, began when the Palestinian
militant Hamas group burst into southern
Israel in a surprise attack on October 7,
killing some 1,200 civilians and taking
around 250 hostages.Israel’s offensive in
response to that attack has killed at least
36,096 Palestinians, according to Gaza’s
Health Ministry, which does not
distinguish between fighters and civilians
inits count. Israel says it has killed 15,000
militants.In February, Brazil’s Lula said

that "what is happening in the Gaza

Strip and to the Palestinian people

hasn’t been seen in any other moment

in history. Actually, it did when Hitler
decided to kill the Jews".Danielle

Ayres, an international relations

professor at the Federal University of

Santa Catarina in southern Brazil,

said Wednesday’s action was

"symbolic" and that by stopping short

of severing diplomatic ties, Lula

indicated he wants to maintain
relations while strengthening the
Brazilian government’s position of
"vehemently criticising the way Israel is
responding" to the October 7
attack.Separately, Brazil’s foreign
ministry welcomed this week’s formal
recognition of a Palestinian state by
Ireland, Norway and Spain. Brazil
recognised a Palestinian state in 2010.
Tuesday’s coordinated effort by the three
Western European nations added to
international pressure on Israel, which
condemned the diplomatic move.

"By urging all other countries that have not
yet done so to recognise Palestine as a
sovereign state, Brazil reaffirms its
defence of the two-state solution, with an
independent and viable state of Palestine
living side by side with Israel.
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Naomi Osaka to her own self after
heartbreak vs Iga Swiatek: I'm
proud of you

Naomi Osaka said that she was proud of how
she played against Iga Swiatek in the second
round of the French Open 2024. On
Wednesday, May 29, Osaka tried her heart
out, but lost to the World No.1 6-7 (1-7), 6-1,
5-7 on Court Philippe Chatrier. In a match
that lasted 2 hours and 57 minutes, 4-time
Grand Slam winner Osaka put Swiatek under
pressure several times, but could not have the
last laugh.Osaka broke Swiatek’s serve 5 out
of 9 times, but her efforts fell short of taking
her to the third round of the women’s singles
at Roland Garros. Despite the defeat, Osaka
said she has got better after making a return to
the court following motherhood.“You know I
have my little book, right? In it today I just
wrote: ‘I'm proud of you’,” Osaka said.“I
think for me, like, saying that to myself, it
gives me a lot of power, because ...
sometimes I curse myself out in my head, and
it's quite a negative feeling. I would just say
I'm proud of the journey. Hopefully it will get
more and more positive,” Osaka said.

Memorable for me’

After running out of gas in the tie-breaker of the
opening set, Osaka stormed into the second
set to take the match into the decider. At 5-4,
40-30, she fetched herself a match point,
thereby giving herself a chance to pull off a
huge upset. But then, Swiatek earned back-
to-back service breaks to get the better of her
Japanese opponent.The 26-year-old Osaka
admitted that the match against Swiatek
would be memorable for her because of the
quality and the crowd support.“(It was)
probably the most fun match that I have
played so far. It just felt really incredible, the
atmosphere, and how fun I guess everyone in
the crowd was having too. It was definitely
very memorable for me,” Osaka added.

New York officials reinforce
security for India-Pakistan game
after ISIS-K terror threat

New Delhi. The security for the upcoming
T20 World Cup 2024, scheduled to be held in
the USA and West Indies, has been tightened
following a threat from terror group ISIS-K
earlier this year. Notably, the mega event has
received a security threat, particularly for the
high-voltage clash between India and
Pakistan on June 9 at the Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium, New
York.New York Governor Kathy Hochul has
questioned the credibility of the threat and
has assured that her team has been working to
keep the fans safe and has elevated the
security measures.

“In preparation for the T20 World Cup 2024,
my team has been working with federal &
local law enforcement to keep attendees safe.
While there is no credible threat at this time,
I’ve directed New York Police to elevate
security measures & we’ll continue to
monitor as the event nears,” wrote Hochul on
her X account.In preparation for the
@cricketworldcup, my team has been
working with federal & local law
enforcement to keep attendees safe.

While there is no credible threat at this time,
I’ve directed @nyspolice to elevate security
measures & we’ll continue to monitor as the
event nears. — Governor Kathy Hochul
(@GovKathyHochul) May 29, 2024Nassau
County Executive Bruce Blakeman has
assured that their team has rigorously
planned the security and health care concerns
for the massive influx of fans the tournament
is going to experience.“This is like the Super
Bowl on steroids. There will be teams from
all over the world coming in. There will be
fans from all over the world coming to
Nassau County a€& we have been meeting
for well over six months on a regular basis to
talk about security concerns and health care
concerns, which could potentially arise at
any kind of event of this magnitude,” Bruce
Blakeman was quoted as saying by CNN.

Norway Chess: R
Praggnanandhaa scores first-
ever classical win over Magnus
Carlsen

NEW DELHI. 18-year-old Grandmaster
Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa registered his
first-ever classical win over World No. 1
Magnus Carlsen in the third round of the
Norway Chess tournament in Stavanger on
Wednesday, May 29. The Indian
Grandmaster took the sole lead in the open
section of the prestigious six-player
tournament after the momentous victory at
Carlsen's home turf. Playing with white
pieces, last year's FIDE World Cup runner-
up, battled against the odds to beat Carlsen.R
Praggnanandhaa took his tally to 5.5 out of 9
points at the end of the third round in the
Norway Chess tournament. American
Grandmaster Fabio Caruana, meanwhile,
took the second spot after taking three full
points following his win over GM Ding
Liren on Wednesday.Incidentally, R
Praggnanandhaa's sister R Vaishali retained
her sole lead position in the women's section
of Norway Chess.Magnus Carlsen, who paid
the price for a daring opening move against
Praggnanandhaa, slipped to fifth in the six-
man standings in the open section of Norway
Chess. Praggnanandhaa did not let the
opening surprise him as he kept his calm and
got the job done. Despite trailing on the clock
for the most part of the game,
Praggnanandhaa managed to beat Carlsen
with white pieces and seal three crucial
points.It was a big boost for
Praggnanandhaa, who had lost the World
Cup last year to Magnus Carlsen.

New Delhi.

New Delhi

NEW DELHI.

T20 World Cup 2024, Group D Preview:
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka p_rse thrilling contest

«KKR mentor Gautam
Gambhir aims to make
his team the most
successful franchise of
the Indian Premier
League with an eye to
surpass Ml and CSK's
tally of most title
victories.

New Delhi KKR mentor Gautam Gambhir is

determined to make his team the most
successful franchise of the Indian Premier
League as he aims to surpass MI and CSK’s
tally of most title victories. Notably, Kolkata
recently clinched their third IPL title after
beating SRH in the final of IPL 2024.
Following their win, the Shreyas Iyer-led
side became the third most successful team
in the competition after MI and CSK who
have five titles each to their name.Following

their win, Gambhir has set his aim higher to
be the most successful side in the history of
the tournament. Commenting on his team’s
win, the former KKR captain said that the
journey has just begun as he wants to add
three more trophies to his team’s tally to
make them the most successful franchise of
the tournament.

“You’re saying this because we’ve won it three
times but if you ask me we’re still two

Further speaking ahead, the 42-year-old
picked KKR’s first title triumph in 2012 as
the most special one as it laid the
foundation for their next two victories in
2014 and 2024 respectively.

Gambhir picks IPL 2012 as 'most special'
victory

= | “2012, not just because I was the captain but

trophies behind MI and CSK. Yes, I’'m happy
today but again the hunger inside that we’re
still not the most successful franchise of the
IPL. To get there, we need to win thrice and
for that, we will have to work really hard. So
I feel, if we’re able to make KKR the most
successful franchise of the tournament then
there won’t be anything better than that but
for that, the journey has just begun” Gambhir

told Sportskeeda.

French Open 2024, Day 5, Order of Play: Aryna
Sabalenka, Novak Djokovic aim to progress

There will be no shortage of
entertainment on Day 5 of the French Open.
On Thursday, May 30, Novak Djokovic,
Aryna Sabalenka, Daniil Medvedev, Elena
Rybakina and Alexander Zverev are among
the big players who will be looking to book
their berth in the third round at Roland
Garros.

Zverev will be brimming with confidence

after becoming only the third player in the
history of the clay-court major to beat the
legendary Rafael Nadal. The German star
will lock horns with Belgium’s David
Goffin in the second round.Djokovic, on the
other hand, is looking to defend his title and
also his No.l ATP ranking. The 24-time
Grand Slam winner beat Pierre-Hugues
Herbert in the first round and will now be up
against Spain’s Roberto Baena on Centre
Court.World No.2 Aryna Sabalenka will be
looking to continue her impressive form
when she faces Japan’s Moyuka Uchijima
on Court Philippe-Chatrier. The focus will

has impressed everyone with her
determination after becoming a mother back
in2022.

also be on Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina, who Medvedev and Rybakina will face Serbia’s

'Good to be back’: Rohit Sharma gears up for
T20 World Cup with intense training session

India captain Rohit Sharma
shared his excitement as he
attended the first training
session with the team ahead of
the T20 World Cup 2024. Team
India will take on Bangladesh in
a warm-up fixture on June 1.

India captain Rohit Sharma
shared his excitement as he attended the first
training session with the team ahead of the
T20 World Cup 2024. Notably, Rohit was a
part of the first batch of Indian players to
reach the USA on May 27 ahead of the mega
event. Upon their arrival, the Men in Blue
began their training for the T20
extravaganza under the supervision of
Strength and Conditioning Coach Soham
Desai.India captain Rohit Sharma also
shared glimpses of the training session with
his fans on social media as he had a fun time

training with his teammates. The Indian
skipper shared the photographs of the
session on his X handle with the caption,
“Good to be back.”Notably, Rohit will be
playing the ninth edition of the T20 World
Cup as he’s only the second player to play in
all the editions of the tournament along with
Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib al Hasan.
The 37-year-old burst onto the scene during
the inaugural edition in 2007 as he played a
match-winning knock of 52* (40) in his
very first outing as a batter in the event
against South Africa.Rohit further played a
crucial knock of 30* (16) against Pakistan in

Miomir Kecmanovic and the Netherlands’
Arantxa Rus in the second round. Casper
Ruud and Hubert Hurkacz will play on
Court Suzanne-Lenglen.

the final as India won the game by
five runs to be crowned the first-
ever champions of the T20I
format. The Nagpur-born
cricketer is the fourth-highest run
scorer in the history of the T20
World Cup having scored 963
runs from 36 innings at an
average of 34.39 and a strike rate
of 127.88.Rohit's dismal run in
previous edition

However, the India captain didn’t
have a memorable time in the
previous edition of the
tournament scoring just 116 runs from six
innings at an average of 19.33 and a strike
rate of 106.42 with a solitary half-century.
Hence, the opening batter will be raring to
go in the upcoming edition and get his team
off to electrifying starts like he did in the
ODI World Cup 2023 scoring 597 runs at a
strike rate 0f 125.94.

Meanwhile, India will start their campaign
against Ireland on June 5 at Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium, New York.
Before that, they will take on Bangladesh in
awarm-up fixture on June 1.

because we won it for the first time I just
told you that when you win it for the first
time then you get to know the kind of
cricket you need to play to win an IPL final.
Until you win, you keep questioning
whether you will be able to win it or not.
Once you win it you feel that we’ve won it
and will win it again. Hence 2012, because
we won it first time,”” he added.

Notably, Gambhir led KKR to their first title
triumph in 2012 beating defending
champions CSK in the final. He further
inspired his team to their second triumph in

2014 beating PBKS in a high-scoring final. It

took KKR ten long years to add a third

trophy to their cabinet as Gambhir returned
to the franchise as a mentor after parting
ways ahead of the 2018 season. KKR fans
would hope that Gambhir continues his

‘Midas Touch’ for the team and continues to

guide them to more IPL victories in the years

to come.

Getting back on the field with
the Indian jersey is a different

feeling: Rishabh Pant

New Delhi. India wicketkeeper batter Rishabh

Pant is eagerly waiting for his national
comeback ahead of the T20 World Cup 2024.
Notably, Pant last donned the national jersey
during the second Test against Bangladesh in
December 2022. Following the end of the
game, the cricketer survived a horrific car
crash on December 30 while travelling back
to his hometown to celebrate the New Year.

Following the accident, the Haridwar-born

cricketer underwent a rigorous rehabilitation
program at the National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru which helped him make a
comeback to the field after 15 months in the
recently concluded Indian Premier League
2024. However, Pant said that wearing the
Indian jersey is a different feeling altogether
as he's loving his team to be around his
teammates.“Getting back on the field with
the Indian jersey on, it’s a different feeling
altogether and this is something I missed a
lot. I think seeing the teammates and meeting
them again and spending time, having fun
with them, enjoying having conversations
with them really enjoying,” said Pant in a
video shared by BCCIL.Further speaking
ahead, Pant spoke about the importance of
the World Cup for the USA and also revealed
how is he getting himself acclimatized to the
conditions.

“We’re used to playing in different countries

but this is a different prospect. It has opened
up a different channel for sport because I feel
cricket is growing around the world and
getting in a country like the US and getting
the exposure here would be nice for cricket
and as well as USA cricket I guess. New
pitches are there everything is getting set up,
just getting used to the conditions I think the
sun is little bit more brighter over here so just
getting used to it. Hopefully, I make it count
and make it more better from here,” he
added.

Pant's rich form in IPL 2024
Notably, Pant looked at his vintage best in the

IPL 2024 as he finished as the highest run
scorer for DC with 446 runs to his name from
13 innings. The southpaw averaged 40.54
with the bat and scored at a good strike rate of
155.40 as he notched up three half-centuries
during the tournament.

The 26-year-old will be eager to continue his

form in the upcoming tournament as India
begin their campaign with a warm-up fixture
against Bangladesh on June 1. The Men in
Blue will take on Ireland in their first group
fixture on June 5 against Ireland at Nassau
County International Cricket Stadium, New
York.

Virat Kohli recalls ‘nervous’ World Cup
debut: Helped me to be aware and alert

T20 World Cup 2024.
Virat Kohli recalled his
World Cup debut against
Bangladesh when he
scored an unbeaten 100
at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in

Mirpur.

Virat Kohli went down the
memory lane to the ODI World Cup in 2023
when he made his debut at the biggest stage.
Kohli, who was only into his second year in

international cricket, played the
tournament opener against Bangladesh
on February 19 at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur.Kohli
admitted that he had butterflies in his
stomach after getting the chance to play
alongside the likes of Sachin Tendulkar,
Virender Sehwag, Yuvraj Singh, MS
Dhoni and others. Kohli recalled the
moments before India’s warm-up match
against Bangladesh in the T20 World Cup
2024 on June 1 at the Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium in New
York.

"It was against Bangladesh in Dhaka, my
first game and I was nervous. Yes, I will
not lie. There is a different sense of
excitement in the air when you come for a
World Cup and I could obviously sense
that. I was the youngest member of that
team and I was getting to play with all
these greats of Indian cricket in a World
Cup game,” Kohli said on an interview

with Star Sports.Kohli had an outing to
remember after he scored an unbeaten 100
off 83 balls with 8 fours and 2 sixes. He was
also involved in a partnership of 203 runs
with Sehwag, who tormented the
opposition bowlers with a knock of 175.
From there on, Kohli hasn’t looked back
and currently has 1795 runs to his name
from 37 matches at an average of 59.83
with 5 centuries"For me it was definitely a
moment where [ was a bit nervous heading
into the game and definitely the night
before I was quite nervous but that is a good
sign as well because your body is preparing
you to enter a situation where you’re alert,
you’re not taking things for granted. I think
that nervousness helped me to be aware, be
alert and be absolutely precise in the
execution of my plans," he added.Kohli is
expected to play a big part for the Men in
Blue when they start their T20 World Cup
campaign on June 5 against Paul Stirling’s
Ireland.
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b £ Paul

 Shows Off Her Baby Bump In
v Off-shoulder Green Gown

mala Paul, famous for her role in the movie Mynaa, is a
popular actress in South Indian films, mainly in Tamil,
Telugu and Malayalam industries. She started her career
with a small part in the Malayalam movie Neelathamara in 2009.
Since then, she has acted alongside many big stars. You might
recognise her from films like Thalaivaa with Thalapathy Vijay,
Deiva Thirumalai with Vikram, and Unemployed Graduate with
Dhanush.Recently, the actress dropped a few pictures on social
media that are garnering attention. She is seen wearing an off-
shoulder green gown. Her baby bump is visible as the actress
poses for the lens. The actress opted for a minimal makeup look
including perfectly drawn eyebrows, pink-tinted cheeks, and a
nude lipshade. The caption of the post reads, “Like a flower bud
ready to bloom in full bloom. Which flower resonates with my
spirit.”

Several social media users have
commented on the pictures. One
user wrote, “I think twins.”
Another user added, “Pregnancy
looks so beautiful on you. You

are going to be an incredible
mom” “Aww so
adorable...You’re surely
gonna be an incredible mom,”
commented another
person.Amala Paul and
director L Vijay got
married in 2014, but their
marriage ended in 2017.
After their divorce,
Amala concentrated on a

acting and starred in _

many films. She stayed T gt

single until she met her o

partner, Jagat Desai.
She has acted in shows like Kudi Yedamaithe, Ranjish Hi
Sahi, Raju Vootla Party, and Victim: Who is Next?.
She’s won many awards for her acting, including the
Edison Awards in 2011, the 1st South Indian
International Movie Awards in 2012, the Times of India
Most Desirable Married Women of Kollywood in
2015, and the Tamil Cinema Journalist Dailies
| Association Awards in 2019.Besides this, Amala Paul
- also debuted as a playback singer in Level Cross on
Tuesday. The film stars Asif Ali and is presented by
Jeethu Joseph. She performed the song scored by
Vishal Chandrasekhar.

Sidharth Malhotra 3

Is All Hearts For Wite Kiara
Advani, Says 'What A View'

idharth Malhotra is a doting husband to Kiara Advani and never shies away from expressing his love for his

wife. Siddharth Malhotra and Kiara Advani are one of the most beloved Bollywood celebrity couples.

Recently, Sidharth Malhotra left fans going “aw” when he shared a sweet photo of Kiara.Sidharth Malhotra
took to his Instagram handle to share a photo from his flight. In the photo, Kiara Advani could be seen sleeping and
aserene view of the mountains was visible from the plane’s window. Sidharth wrote, “What a view.” Check out the
photo here:Sidharth Malhotra and Kiara Advani have a huge fan following. Their fans are waiting to see them on
screen together once again after Shershaah. Well, last year in March it was reported that the couple will be seen in a
rom-com which will be directed by Karan Johar. However, after that, there was no update. Recently, in
conversation with ETimes, the Yodha
actor shared an update on the same.He
opened up on his already announced
rom-com film with Kiara Advani.
Sidharth said, “Oh yeah, that’s very
much on the table. We can’t say for sure,
but we were very interested in working
together and finding the correct script
combination, where both of us justify
our roles. Also, the audience gets to see
us after Shershaah, which we got a lot of
love for. It is about getting the correct
elements in place.

In a recent discussion with Film
Companion during her visit to Cannes,
France, Kiara Advani talked about her
experience working with her husband,
Sidharth Malhotra. She remarked, “T feel
like Shershaah gave us a lot of love as a
couple. So there’s a certain excitement, and people want to see us together.”’However, she emphasized their
mutual respect for each other’s space as actors. While they are both excited about the prospect of working together
again, she clarified that any script they consider must appeal to them individually, “I’ve never really thought of it
like, ‘As a couple, how does this work?’ I think we’re individual people first and actors first so that’s how we
would go about looking for something. But yeah, we would love to work together, but it has to excite us equally,”
sheadded.”

Munawar Faruqui Cuts Cake With
2nd Wife Mehzabeen; FIRST Photo
from Their Secret Wedding Qut
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Munawar Faruqui’s wedding with

Mehzabeen Coatwala made headlines, the
first photo of the couple has now surfaced on
social media. In the viral picture, Munawar and
Mehzabeen can be seen cutting a cake together.
Munawar sported a white shirt with brown
pants. On the other hand, Mehzabeen looked
prettiest in a purple sharara suit. It is being said
that the picture is from their secret wedding.
However, News18 Showsha cannot verify the
viral photo.Reports of Munawar Faruqui’s
second wedding with Mehzabeen first surfaced
online earlier this month. Reportedly, the two
tied the knot recently in the presence of their
family members. An insider also confirmed
Munawar Faruqui’s second wedding and told
Times Now, “Yes, Munawar is now married.
Usne shaadi kar li hai. Woh yeh sab under wraps
rakhna chahta hai tabhi koi khass pictures bhi
nahi milega apko. (He got married. He wants to
keep it under wraps; hence, you would not find
any pictures of the two).”

It’s confirmed! Days after the reports of

The source added that their wedding was a

“close-knit function” attended by the two’s
family members and close friends. Reportedly,
Hina Khan also attended Munawar’s second
wedding.As per The Indian Express,
Mehzabeen lives in the Agripada area in South
Mumbai and belongs to the Memon
community.

Munawar Faruqui was previously married to

Jasmine, with whom he also has a six-year-old
son named Mikael. The comedian first spoke
about his son in Kangana Ranaut’s Lock Upp.
Last year, Munawar also talked about his son
with Mannara Chopra while they were in the
Bigg Boss 17 house. “I have been with someone
for the past two years. I was in a marriage in
2017 and in 2020 we got separated. Last year
our divorce was finalised. Amid all this, the best
thing about my life is my son. He is 5 years old
and stays with me,” he said.

When Shah Rukh Khan, MS
Dhoni Teased Yuvraj Singh
About Deepika Padukone:
'Yuvi Ki Toh Behen Hai'

the biggest celebrities in India. They are not

only among the top in their fields but also
share a similar sense of humour and wit. An old
clip of the two stalwarts interacting at an event
has resurfaced on Reddit and has gone viral. In
the clip, SRK and Dhoni tease Yuvraj Singh
about Deepika Padukone.

S hah Rukh Khan and MS Dhoni are two of

In the clip, Shah Rukh Khan asks MS Dhoni what

he wanted to be when he grew up. Dhoni said,
“Bada hoke bada banna chahta tha... Ek inch
aur bada hona chahta tha, 5’11 pe hi ruk gaya
hoon.” SRK mirrored his sentiment and said
that he has the same problem. “Main bhi baal
lambe kar raha hoon ki lamba lagoon,” he said.

SRK continued, “Lambe hero lambe hi rehte hain.

But what I’ll tell you is, mere saath ek heroine
hai, Deepika. Shayad tum unko jaante nahi
hoge.” Dhoni retorted, “Yuvi (Yuvraj Singh)
janta hai.” SRK then said, “Haan, Yuvi jaanta
hai. Yuvi ki toh behen hain.”This left everyone
in the audience in splits, including Harbhajan
Singh and Sachin Tendulkar. Yuvraj Singh also
laughed at the joke and then in jest, gestured
that he would hit MS Dhoni on stage.

Meanwhile, Shah Rukh Khan will soon be seen in

Sujoy Ghosh’s King. Shah Rukh Khan might
have accidentally leaked the title of his next
film. Having seen him last in Dunki, fans of
SRK have been eagerly waiting for King Khan
to announce his new film. While Shah Rukh had
hinted that there was a project in the making,
he’s been coy about the details. Multiple reports
have claimed that he is working on a film titled
King and it co-stars his daughter, actress
Suhana Khan. Although SRK hasn’t confirmed
the news, his new video seemingly confirmed
the reports.Shah Rukh shared a video with
Cannes to congratulate cinematographer
Santosh Sivan on receiving the prestigious
Pierre Angenieux Excel Lens award at the
Cannes Film Festival. While SRK’s message
moved fans, many noticed that the script of
King was placed on the table beside Shah Rukh
Khan.
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