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India needs action plan
to beat the heat

SEVERE heatwave conditions are prevailing in
northwest and central India, the western
Himalayan region and Maharashtra. The mercury
crossed 50°C in Haryana’s Sirsa and Rajasthan’s
Churu on Tuesday. Most parts of Punjab, Haryana
and Delhi-NCR are experiencing day-time
temperatures above 45°C.Hospitals are reporting
arise in heat-related illnesses in many states, with
some regions also reporting deaths due to
heatstroke. Film star Shah Rukh Khan was
admitted to an Ahmedabad hospital after he fell ill
due to the heat, making it a subject of social media
chatter. Besides obvious health impacts, extreme
heat is also beginning to hit workforce
productivity in many sectors, thus adversely
affecting the economy. Therefore, merely issuing
advisories asking people to remain indoors and
remain hydrated is not enough. We need a
comprehensive policy response to heat — which
is lacking at present.

To its credit, the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has been doing a good job with its heat-
related forecasts and warnings. On March 1, it
released its outlook for seasonal temperatures
from March to May, forecasting above-normal
temperatures in most parts of the country. The
outlook was updated on April 1, giving greater
details of the regions likely to experience above-
normal temperatures up to June. It warned that
“prolonged periods of extreme heat can lead to
dehydration and strain infrastructure such as
power grids and transportation systems. To
address these challenges, it is imperative for the
authorities to take proactive measures.” Another
agency, the National Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) — which runs the National Programme
for Climate Change and Human Health — did its
part. It issued an advisory for state health
departments on the heatwave.

The NCDC advisory had a section called ‘Heat-
related illnesses (HRI) — focused mass
gathering/sporting event preparedness.” The
current summer season has coincided with two
major country-wide events — the Indian Premier
League (IPL), which started on March 22 and
ended on May 26; and the polling for the seven-
phase Lok Sabha elections (April 19 to June 1).
The voter turnout in regions experiencing
extreme heat was lower than expected. In some
instances, candidates on the campaign trail
fainted due to the extreme heat. While most of the
IPL matches were held in the evening, fans
usually started gathering in stadia in the
afternoon, when the day temperature peaked, and
players had their practice sessions during the day.

Like the advisories for mass gathering events, cities
are also supposed to develop and implement heat
action plans. Such plans should focus on building
awareness of the health risks of heatwaves and
heat-related deaths and illnesses, and getting the
health system ready to handle heat-related
illnesses. All government agencies concerned
should coordinate their actions to alert people
about predicted extreme temperatures and take
measures to reduce heat exposure and promote
adaptive measures. Shaded areas and shelters
should be developed and the working hours of
people engaged in physical labour in the open

Geopolitical churn fails to impede India’s trade surge

A different kind of Cold War is on. India freely does business with Russia and China, despite being clearly aligned with Western powers.

A new Cold War began two years ago between Western

powers and Russia when the latter invaded Ukraine, with
China being a key player as well. Though India has been
caught up in the conflict, it has managed to keep making
economic gains despite being unable to distance itself
from the global tensions.Even though there has been a
prolonged standoff between India and China in eastern
Ladakh, the two countries continue doing a good bit of
trading. Imports from China to India crossed over $100
billion in FY24. It goes without saying that the
merchandise that India procured from China made sound
economic sense. Electronics, chemicals, machinery and
plastics have spurred considerable economic growth.

But since most Indians hold a very negative view of China,

the two countries remain as far away from each other as
possible. Since the US, France, Japan and Australia also
have a bad perception of China, India has, along with the
others, sought to discourage Chinese apps, investments
and startups. India has also frowned upon the Dragon’s
Belt and Road Initiative, even as it has reached an
agreement with Iran for developing the Chabahar port.

One of the most important decisions India has taken is to

agree with the Western powers to join the ‘China Plus
One’ bandwagon. Leading global companies that have
elaborate manufacturing factories in China are being
asked to take those units out of the country and into India
and Southeast Asia. A global company, Apple, has
decided to set up a manufacturing base in India to make
iPhone 14, and Foxconn is manufacturing on its behalf.

However, a degree of caution is called for. Even as New

Delhi is seeking to continue doing business with Beijing
and bringing in huge imports, mostly through
intermediates, it is also attempting to create big
manufacturing ventures that are largely self-reliant and
able to export across the world. There is now an attempt to
make a success of production-linked incentive (PLI)
schemes that allow subsidies to go in for large production
so that, at the end of the day, major production units
become globally competitive.

This is part of the need for India to become self-reliant or

atmanirbhar. But PLI units have not made much progress
over the years. So, the feeling is that such units will not
become robust globally. Hence, there is a need to identify
industries to boost, not who their promoters should be.
Manufacturing units, small or large, should be allowed to
survive — and if they are not good enough, perish.
Manufacturing, thus, will do its own thing instead of
trying to find large winners.

Now, we need to take up a key point — the conflicting

nature of the actions of the US and India over business
with Russia. The US has used sanctions to make it
difficult for Russia to trade with much of the rest of the
world. But even as India is aligned with Western
diplomatic aims, it continues to heavily import oil from

Russia, managing different ways to pay for the oil without
using dollars from the main financial centres. Not just
India, north European nations also continue to import gas
from Russia, notwithstanding the strict sanctions that
seek to rein in Russian exports.

India defies the US by continuing to trade with countries

like China and Russia. The bilateral trade between India
and the US was estimated to be $118.28 billion in 2023-
24. Additionally, Washington was the top trading partner
of New Delhi during 2021-22 and 2022-23. Indian IT
companies have played a key role in earning dollars from
the West. But the US authorities are trying to hike H-1B
visa rates so that there are fewer immigrants from India
and the locals have more jobs. But Indian IT companies
are still sending engineers to the US, despite having to
bear the sky-high visa expenses. So, though New Delhi
and Washington keep quarrelling, they continue to profit
off each other.As a Cold War of sorts is sweeping the
world, it is impossible not to recall how the original Cold
War played out when communist countries and free
nations barely spoke to each other and stopped just short

Dera chief’s acquittal

should be adjusted to avoid exposure to extreme
temperatures.As with the guidelines on mass
gatherings, the directive from the central
government exists on heat action plans but not
many cities and states have developed such plans.
This is despite evidence that the action plan
implemented in Ahmedabad since 2013 has
resulted in a reduction in mortality associated
with extreme heat. Telangana and Odisha have
also developed heat action plans, but the impact
of such plans depends on how effectively they are
implemented.It has also emerged that warming in
cities depends on local factors such as the density
of population, concentration of concrete
structure, tree cover, etc. For several years,
scientists have been talking of the ‘urban heat
island’ effect to explain greater warming in a
particular region of a city than its surroundings.
Such heat islands develop in cities due to many
factors — the lack of vegetation and water bodies,
local industrial activity, dense infrastructure that
traps heat and restricts airflow, and release of hot

THE acquittal of Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh and four others in the Ranjit Singh murder
case is a major embarrassment to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). Pronouncing its verdict, the Punjab
and Haryana High Court observed that the investigating
officers carried out a ‘tainted and sketchy’ probe and
collected evidence that was unworthy of credence. Ram
Rahim and the others had been convicted in this case by
a special CBI court in Panchkula in October 2021, four
years after he was sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment
for raping two of his disciples.

Ranjit Singh, a former manager and follower of the Sirsa-
headquartered sect, was shot dead at Khanpur Kolian
village in Kurukshetra in July 2002. The apparent reason
behind the killing was his suspected role in the
circulation of an anonymous letter, which purportedly
said that women were being sexually exploited by Ram
Rahim on the dera premises. Sirsa-based journalist Ram
Chander Chhatrapati had published the letter in his
Hindi-language newspaper, Poora Sach (The Whole

air from large air conditioning systems.

DELH], the capital of the world’s most populous country,
should not be made a state within the nation-state
mandated by the Constitution. This is for the sake of
India’s unity, integrity, safety, security, sovereignty and
fraternity with its diverse ethnic, linguistic and religious
groups. Territorially, India has never been so big except
during the reign of Emperor Ashoka and Mughal
Emperor Aurangzeb.Amid the parliamentary elections,
the sudden revival of the promise by politicians that “we
will get full statehood for Delhi” is disturbing, to say the
least. This is because there is already no dearth of
allegations and counter-allegations hurled by political
leaders across the country with the sole aim of wooing
voters. The statehood demand is obviously aimed at
enhancing their electoral prospects. This issue was also
raised during the 2019 Lok Sabha elections to attract
Delhi residents, who usually don’t have the time or the
inclination to assess the adverse implications of such
emotive ‘non-issues’. It was in 2018 that the Supreme
Court had dismissed a plea seeking full statehood for
Delhi, saying that it had become infructuous in view of
the Constitution Bench verdict which had held that Delhi
could not be accorded the status of a state.The present
cacophony appears to echo the words of English political
philosopher Thomas Hobbes, who described life as a
“war of all against all”. Should the sovereign state of
India be pushed into anarchy over Delhi’s full
statehood?In fact, no political party or ideologically
motivated organisation (left, right or centre) should try to
play with fire in the capital (or for that matter any
province) of a country which is geographically among
the largest in the world. The Constitution needs to be
studied closely and its essence grasped, imbibed and
implemented in letter and spirit, not in violation thereof.

Article 1(1) of the Constitution stipulates that “India, that
is Bharat, shall be a Union of States”, while Article
239AA (inserted through the 69th Amendment Act,
1991) lays down that the “Union territory of Delhi shall
be called the National Capital Territory of Delhi”, and

CBI must explain why ‘open & shut’ case fell flat

- ———

No room for Delhi’s statehood in a nation-state

The Delhi statehood demand is part of a sinister agenda which keeps cropping up during the elections to whip up parochial sentiments.

the “administrator thereof shall be designated as the
Lieutenant Governor”. Article 239AA(2a) says: “There
shall be a Legislative Assembly for the National Capital
Territory”. Nevertheless, the point is unambiguous:
Delhi is the capital of India. It is a union territory (like
other UTs) and not a state, though it has a Legislative
Assembly.Getting down to brass tacks, let’s foresee the
dangers inherent in raising the demand for Delhi’s
statehood. First and foremost, the capital city belongs to
India and every citizen thereof. If it’s made a full-fledged
state, can the next slogan of the “sons of the soil” be far
behind? Thereafter, can anyone stop “reservation and
quotas” and “Delhi for Delhiwallahs” movement? Will
‘outsiders’ then be deported or deprived of their property

and jobs? Will entry be restricted and some sort of permit
be required for visiting Delhi? Who will gain from such
bizarre curbs? Where will Central Government officers
and offices go? How will the two Delhis — the capital of
India and the state within the nation-state — be
differentiated? How will the police forces organise their
roster of duties amid overlapping territorial jurisdiction?
What will happen to the 200-plus foreign diplomatic
missions operating from Delhi? Won’t they end up in
troubled waters created by the myopic polity? How will
the majority of Indians living outside of Delhi accept the
tumultuous transformation? Will India become a unique
test case of the 2 1st century, a “country without a capital”
or a partitioned capital of a partitioned nation-state,

of going to war (not counting some proxy wars). The Cold
War lasted over four decades, ending when the Soviet
Union collapsed in 1991. All said and done, that Cold War
was marked by a little more integrity. In today’s Cold War,
economic interests are easily allowed to prevail.

In the post-1945 Cold War, India swore by non-alignment

and depended on the Soviet Union to get steel and
fertiliser factories. Then PM Jawaharlal Nehru befriended
Cuban leader Fidel Castro, who was an open enemy of the
US. Indira Gandhi, too, went along with Castro, but
eventually had to beg then US President Lyndon Johnson
for wheat to stave off a famine.

Today, a different kind of Cold War is on. India freely does

business with Russia and China, despite being clearly
aligned with Western powers. There is no integrity in
politics or geopolitics. And India makes money wherever
it can. Just recently, the US read India the riot act over the
latter’s engagement with Iran with regard to the Chabahar
port. But Washington stopped short of slapping sanctions
on New Delhi. This reflects India’s growing economic

heft.

Truth). He was killed by gunmen months later in
2002. Ram Rahim was convicted for the murder
and sentenced to life imprisonment by a special
CBI courtin January 2019.

Against this backdrop, it is lamentable that the
CBI’s probe into the Ranjit Singh case failed to
withstand the high court’s scrutiny. The HC has
pointed out multiple lapses: the car allegedly
used in the crime was never found; even though
three prosecution witnesses stated that all four
assailants were armed, no weapon was
recovered by CBI sleuths. The court has also
flagged the pitfalls of conducting an
investigation influenced by the ‘glare of media
publicity’. Now it’s back to the drawing board
for the premier probe agency, whose credibility
has come under a cloud. The CBI needs to
explain why a seemingly open-and-shut case
fell flat and also hold erring officers
accountable.

propped up by the political elites of the biggest
democracy in the world?

The US Constitution grants the Congress the
authority to admit new states into the Union. Thus,
from 13 states in 1776, America today has expanded
to 50 states jointly called the United States of
America. Article 1(3)(c) of the Indian Constitution
has ordained that “India shall comprise” of “such
other territories as may be acquired”. Thus, the
number of states in India expanded with the
acquisition of Goa (1961) and Sikkim (1975). It
must nevertheless be remembered that unlike the
US, where land expansion increased the states’
count, it was caused in India by division,
contraction and cutting up of states and UTs owing
to a contradictory and divisive agenda and an
inherent political inability to follow unity of
purpose. In 1956, the country had 14 states and six
UTs; today, there are 28 states and eight UTs.

The Delhi statechood demand is part of a sinister
agenda which keeps cropping up during the
elections to whip up parochial sentiments, leading
to potential conflict and breach of peace and
harmony.

It’s, therefore, time to take the bull by the horns. If the

state of Jammu and Kashmir can be bifurcated into two

UTs, Delhi’s legislature and the office of the Lieutenant

Governor can also be abolished. India may revert to the

two-tier system for Delhi: one headed by the Chief

Commissioner reporting to the President’s office

through the Cabinet Secretary, and the other by the

Mayor — elected every five years — who would be

responsible for the maintenance and development of the

Capital.‘Land’ could come under the Urban

Development Ministry, and the Police Commissioner

report to the Chief Commissioner-Cabinet Secretary-

President. The clamour for turning the UT into a state

could lead to a more serious demand for a ‘break-up’

across India.
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Sensex, Nifty gain as
volatility dips; eyes on Q4
GDP data

New Delhi, Benchmark stock market indices opened the
trading session on a positive note on Friday due to a dip
in volatility, leading to broad-based gains across some
sectors.The S&P BSE Sensex was up 231.93 points at
74,117.53 at 10:13 am, while the NSE Nifty50 gained
51.75 points to trade at 22,540.40.

However, the broader market indices were mixed.Nifty
Realty was the top gainer among the sectoral indices,
while Nifty Bank, Nifty Auto and Nifty Financial
Services also gained. However, Nifty IT was down
nearly 1% and was responsible for capping the gains on
Dalal Street.The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were
Adani Enterprises, M&M, L&T, Bajaj Finance and
Ultratech Cement. On the other hand, the top losers
were LTIM, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Tata Consumer
Products, BPCL and ONGC.While markets have been
volatile over the past few sessions, the positive
momentum comes ahead of the Q4 GDP data, which
will be released later in the day

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research), Mehta Equities
Ltd, said “The early arrival of the Southwest monsoon
in Kerala, advancing into most parts of Northeast India,
is the biggest positive catalyst this Friday.”

“However, May saw Nifty and its stocks lose significant
gains, and election jitters continue to rattle markets,
emphasizing caution. Key events to watch include the
US PCE inflation data release at 6 PM IST and exit polls
starting on June 1stat 6:30 pm,” he added.

He went on to say that a “narrow BJP victory might hinder
bold reforms, with Nifty potentially dipping to its 200
DMA at 21000, while a larger win (360-390 seats)
could spark arally towards 23500+,

Trade pacts help India cut
deficits with UAE, Aus

NEW DELHI. The trade pacts with Australia and the
UAE seem to be working in India’s favour as the trade
deficit with both countries in FY24 declined vis-a-vis
previous year. With Australia, the trade deficit fell to $8
billion from $12 billion in the previous year. With the
UAE, India’s trade deficit fell to $12.4 billion from $21
billion in last year.Exports to the UAE rose by 12.71%
to $35.62 billion in FY24 with gems and jewellery
registering a growth of 39.34% to $8.04 billion and
organic chemicals seeing a 38.25% rise to $0.88 billion.
Mineral exports saw a decline by 5.13% on yearly basis
to $8.23 billion in FY24 and electronic items by 3.05%
YoY to $3.53 billion during the same year. The UAE’s
share in total Indian exports of 430 billion dollars stood
at 8.1% in FY24.Speaking of imports, total imports to
UAE declined by 9.79% to $48 billion dollars in FY24
with minerals seeing a decrease of 36.35% on-year
basis to $17.63 billion and fertilisers by 18.16% to
$0.30 billion dollars. Meanwhile, gems and jewellery
imports grew by 36% on year to $20.11 dollars and
aircraft parts declined by 37.54% on year to $1.71
billion.

When it comes to Australia, mineral exports grew by
28.71% to $3.86 billion on yearly basis in FY24 and
pharmaceutical products recorded a growth of 6.4% to
418.12 min dollars. Chemical product exports fell by
49.5% on yearly basis to 66.86 mIn dollars and gems
and jewellery dipped by 13% to $0.29 billion.Total
exports to Australia stood at $7.94 billion in FY24, up
14.23% from a year-ago period. On the other hand
imports fell by 15% to $16.15 billion in FY24 with
minerals seeing a decline of 27.5% to $11.021 billion
and cotton by 5% to $0.14 billion. Imports of gems and
jewellery increased by 91% to $2.01 billion.The India-
UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), signed on Feb 18, 2022, officially
took effect on May 1, 2022, marking a historic
milestone in the economic relations between the two
nations.

Power demand reaches
record high of 250 GW

NEW DELHI. As mercury touches new highs in the
vast swathes of the country, power demand has grown
significantly and hit a record high of 250 GW on
Thursday (30 May 2024). This is the highest power
demand met this summer, according to the power
ministry data.

The previous peak of 243.27 GW was recorded in
September 2023. On May 30, 2024, northern region
achieved a record demand met, reaching an all-time
high of 86.7 GW, while the western region also
touched its maximum demand met of 74.8 GW as on.
Also, all-India thermal generation hit an all-time high,
achieving a peak of 176 GW (ex-bus), especially
during non-solar hours.“A key contributor in this has
been strategic implementation of Section-11, which
facilitated the maximisation of generation from
imported coal based plants as well as gas based
plants,” said power ministry in a statement.In Delhi, on
Wednesday, the temperature soared to above 50

degrees Celsius, with similar conditions across the
north region. The rise in demand prompted several
states to set new peak demand records. Uttar Pradesh
saw a peak of 28 GW, followed by Maharashtra and
Gujarat at27 GW and 22 GW, respectively, on May 29.

In south, Tamil Nadu saw a maximum peak of 19 GW,
and Karnataka saw 11 GW power demand. The
ministry initially estimated a peak demand of 236 GW
for the financial year (FY25), but later revised it
upwards to 260 GW. The rise in temperature has
prompted a rise in usage of air conditioners and other
electricity-consuming cooling devices.

Earlier this year, the India Meteorological Department
has also issued a warning of a warmer summer this
year with frequent heatwaves. According to the Grid
Controller of India, generation from all power sources
totaled 5,814 million units (MU), out of which
renewables accounted for 1,048 MU as of 29 May
2024. The peak energy demand grew 12.7% from
215.88 GWin 2022-23t0243.27 GW in 2023-24.

RBI moves 1lakh kg of gold from UK to 1ts vaults in India: Report

This is the first time since 1991

that India has undertaken such

a large-scale transfer of gold

IESErves.

New Delhi. The Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) has moved approximately 100
tonnes (1 lakh kilograms) of gold from
the United Kingdom to its vaults in India,
Business Today reported, quoting
sources.

This is the first time since 1991 that India

has undertaken such a large-scale
transfer of gold reserves.More than half
of the RBI’s gold reserves are held
overseas in secure custody with the Bank
of England and the Bank of International
Settlements, while approximately a third
is stored domestically.It may be noted
that the move is expected to help the RBI
save on storage costs currently paid to the
Bank of England.

The central bank held 822.10 tonnes of

gold as part of its foreign exchange
reserves as of March 31, 2024, an
increase from the 794.63 tonnes held at
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the same time last year, according to the
annual datareleased by the RBI.
Prominent economist Sanjeev Sanyal said,
"While no one was watching, RBI has
shifted 100 tonnes of its gold reserves
back to India from UK.""Most countries
keep their gold in the vaults of the Bank
of England or some such location (and
pay a fee for the privilege). India will
now hold most of its gold in its own
vaults. We have come a long way since
we had to ship out gold overnight in 1991
in the midst of a crisis," he added."For

those of my generation, the shipping out
of goldin 1990-91 was moment of failure
that we will never forget. This is why this
shipping back of gold has a special
meaning," he added.

Whathappened in 1991?

In 1991, facing a severe balance of
payments crisis, the Chandra Shekhar
government pledged gold to raise funds.
Between July 4 and 18, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) pledged 46.91 tonnes of
gold with the Bank of England and the
Bank of Japan, securing $400 million.

Around 15 years ago, the RBI purchased
200 tonnes of gold from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) under the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government
led by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
diversifying its assets with a $6.7 billion
investment.In recent years, the RBI has
consistently builtup its gold reserves.

The central bank's strategy of holding gold
is primarily aimed at diversifying its
foreign currency assets, hedging against
inflation, and mitigating foreign
currency risks.Since December 2017,
the RBI has regularly acquired gold from
the market.As a result, the share of gold
in India's total foreign exchange reserves
increased from 7.75% at the end of
December 2023 to about 8.7% by the end
of April 2024.Domestically, gold is
stored in vaults located in the RBI's
buildings on Mumbai's Mint Road and in
Nagpur.According to a World Gold
Council report, global central banks hold
about 17% of all the gold ever mined,
with reserves reaching 36,699 metric
tons by the end of 2023.It is worth
mentioning that the majority of these
acquisitions occurred over the last 14
years, as central banks became net buyers
of gold starting in 2010.

Lok Sabha elections: These PSU ‘Modi
stocks’ likely to ruIIy after NDA win

New Delhi, Stock market investors are
eyeing pubhc sector undertaking
(PSU) stocks with anticipation ahead
of the final leg of Lok Sabha
elections.Market analysts indicate that
several PSU stocks could see
significant gains if the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), led by
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
retains power.Rise and rise of PSU
stocks

It is no secret that PSU stocks have done
well under the government. Over the
past four years, the market
capitalisation (m-cap) of 52 BSE PSU
index stocks has multiplied nearly
fivefold.And eight PSU stocks — Rail
Vikas Nigam Ltd, Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd, Cochin Shipyard Ltd,
Hindustan Copper Ltd, Indian Bank,
Bharat Dynamics Ltd, Bharat
Electronics Ltd, and Housing & Urban
Development Corporation Ltd — have
delivered returns ranging from 1,000%
to 2,150%.Even the least performing
stock, Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd, has seen an 82% return during this
period.Analysts believe that PSU
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stocks should continue to deliver
healthy returns if the NDA retains

power in the ongoing
elections.However, a de-rating of these
stocks is likely in the event of an
unexpected outcome, such as the NDA
failing to secure a majority.

General elections and fate of PSU stocks

Nikunj Saraf, Vice President at Choice
Wealth, told Business Today that the
PSUs have played a significant role in
the Indian economy, noting that their
fortunes are often tied to government
policies and directives.Saraf further
highlighted that favorable policies
towards PSUs from the BJP could make
investing in these stocks beneficial.

For example, in the defence sector,
the BJP government has
highlighted the importance of
national security, increasing
defence spending, modernisation
initiatives, and promoting
indigenous defence production.

These measures could benefit
companies operating in the defence
sector through higher budgets and
incentives for domestic
manufacturing. However, suppose
the BJP falls short of a majority but
retains control of the government with
NDA allies. In that case, Saraf predicts
a potential sell-off in highly valued
domestic-oriented sectors such as
PSUs, industrials, and infrastructure.

Several market analysts have highlighted
that the markets could face a massive
correction if the BJP performs below
expectations, and the fall could be in the
range of 15-20% in the unlikely event
that the NDA fails to form the
government.In such a scenario, a
recovery could take considerable time.
Moreover, the outcome could trigger
significant sell-offs in PSUs.

NSE Indices Introduces India's First
Electric Vehicle Index: Check Details

New Delhi. NSE Indices, the
subsidiary of the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) specialising in
index services has launched the
Nifty EV and New Age
Automotive Index. This new
index comes as more people
adopt Electric Vehicles (EVs)
and charging infrastructure
continues to expand.

The EV Index aims to track
performance of companies that
are part of the electric vehicle
(EV) ecosystem or are involved
in the development of new age
automotive vehicles and related
technologies, according to NSE
Indices. The index has a base date of
April 2, 2018 with a base value of
1,000.“The Nifty EV &amp; New
Age Automotive India’s first-ever

NSE’s vision to provide innovative
indices in line with market trends,”
said Mukesh Agarwal, CEO, NSE
Indices. The Nifty EV Index will
facilitate creation of products which
will create opportunities for asset
managers to invest in the EV and
“new-age automotive market, thereby

investors,” he added. The

index will be reconstituted

semi-annually and
rebalanced on a quarterly
basis. According to NSE

Indices, the new index is

expected to act as a

benchmark for asset

managers and be a

reference index tracked by

passive funds in the form
of Exchange Traded Funds

(ETFs), index funds and

structured products.

The government has been at the
forefront of framing policies related to
EV adoption in the country. The aim is
to promote India as a manufacturing
destination so that EVs with the latest
technology can be manufactured in
the country and attract investments in

[ndia Q4 GDP: Wil

economic growth surpass
expectations again

New Delhi, India is set to release its Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth numbers for
the fourth quarter of FY24 on Friday, amidst
ongoing Lok Sabha election buzz.Analysts
are eagerly awaiting the data, to be released at
5:30 pm, anticipating better-than-expected
growth for the January to March quarterWill
strong growth momentum continue?India's
economy is anticipated to have grown at a
slower pace in the January-March quarter
compared to the previous three months,
affected by a moderation in manufacturing
and urban spending.Despite this, economists
polled by news agency Reuters expect the
growth momentum to remain strong in Asia's
third-largest economy.A survey of 54
economists projects a median GDP growth of
6.7% year-on-year for the fourth quarter of the
2023/24 fiscal year.

It may be noted that this is lower than the 8.4%
expansion recorded in the previous quarter.

In the October-December quarter, growth was
significantly boosted by a sharp fall in
subsidies. During the same period, gross value
added (GVA), considered a more stable
measure of growth by economists, increased
by 6.5%.ccording to the survey of economists,
the GVA growth 1s seen at 6.2% in the March
quarter.

Strong economic growth

Higher infrastructure spending and strong urban
demand have been highlighted as two key
factors that have led to India’s strong

economic growth despite global
headwinds.This is why the Reserve Bank of
India expects the economy to grow by close to
8% in FY25, which would be the highest
among large economies globally.

Ankita Amajuri, an economist at Capital
Economics, suggested that sustained
momentum in domestic demand is the reason
behind the “stellar performance of the
economy”’.Capital Economics has pegged
India’s Q4 GDP growth at 7.5%.

High-frequency indicators for April, including
auto sales, housing loans, and fuel
consumption, reflect strong urban demand.
However, there are concerns about weak rural
demand despite forecasts of a normal
monsoon this year.On Wednesday, S&P
Global Ratings upgraded India's sovereign
rating outlook from "stable" to "positive",
citing expectations of continuity in economic
reforms and fiscal policies regardless of the
Lok Sabha election results.S&P forecasts the
economy to grow at 6.8% in the current fiscal

Electric Vehicle Index aligns with

providing an investment vehicle to

the e-vehicle space.

year starting April and nearly 7% annually
over the next three years.

SEBI Bans THESE 5 Entities From Securities Markets For 3 Years: Check List

NNM Securities, a SEBI
registered market maker
and stock broker was fined
along with the other 4

New Delhi. SEBI imposed a total penalty
of Rs 50 lakh on five entities on
Thursday. It has banned them from the
securities markets for three years for the
violation of regulations related to Bhatia
Communications and Retail (India) Ltd.
The regulator has directed the entities to
return the wrongful gain of Rs 7.49 crore
they made along with 12 percent annual
interest from July 2022 until the
payment date.The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has
fined NNM Securities, Miker Financial
Consultants, Vibhuti Commodities,
Festino Vincom, and Nikunj Anilkumar
Mittal Rs 10 lakh each. NNM Securities,
a SEBI registered market maker and
stock broker was fined along with the
other 4 entities. Bhatia
Communications, originally an SME
scrip moved to the main board platform
in September 2020. "I find that the

Noticees while executing trades in the
scrip of Bhatia Communications during
the investigation period (IP) has abused
the stock market platform by creating
false and misleading appearance of
trading. (Also Read: Sensex Jumps Over

400 Points, L& T, M&M Top Gainers)

"It is established that during the pre-split
investigation period NNM Securities (in
its proprietary account) and the other the
noticees viz Miker Financial, Vibhuti

Festino Vincom and

Nikunj were indulged in price and

Commodities,

‘%%.

volume manipulation in the scrip of
Bhatia Communications during the IP

and resultantly attracted gullible
investors to buy the shares of the
company," Sebi's G Ramar said in the
order.

Reason Behind SEBI's Action

The shares were offloaded at a higher
price onto them during post-split
investigation period making substantial
profits, Ramar said. If such activities
are left unchecked, it will give wrong
signals to the securities market, the order

said. "I am of also of the view that
such fraudulent, manipulative and
deceptive acts, device, plan and
artifice employed by the noticees in
this case have wider impact on the
securities market and should be dealt
with sternly," Ramar added.

By indulging in such activities, the
entities have violated the Prohibition
of Fraudulent and Unfair Trade
Practices (PFUTP) norms. Further,
Sebi said "with a view to increase the
price and traded volume in the scrip
are of serious and grave in nature and
are inimical to the interests of
participants in the securities market".

It clearly indicates that "all noticees
acted as a group and conspired and
connive with one another in
executing the whole scheme of

manipulation". In July 2022, Sebi
received a complaint, alleging that
certain channels were uploading videos
on Youtube to manipulate and offload
shares of Bhatia Communications.
Further, the scrip of Bhatia
Communications was examined for
price and volume manipulation during
the probe period, and it was alleged
NNM Securities, Miker Financial
Consultants, Vibhuti Commodities, and
Festino Vincom acted together to pump
up the price of the scrip.
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Air India flight delayed by 24 hours,
people fainted with no AC, claim fliers

N T

An Air India flight from
Delhi to San Francisco
was delayed by 24 hours
on Thursday, claimed
passengers. They took to
X to share their plight,
claiming they had to wait
without an air
conditioner, causing
some people to faint.

New Delhi: An Air India flight from Delhi to
San Francisco was delayed by 24 hours on
Thursday, causing some people to faint
while they waited inside the aircraft without
air conditioning, passengers claimed.
Several people took to X to share their
plight, with visuals they shared showing

Declare National
Emergency Over Heatwave,
Rajasthan High Court
Urges Centre

New Delhi: The Rajasthan High Court has urged the
Centre to declare a national emergency over the
ongoing heatwave, saying that hundreds of people had
died during weeks of extreme weather. India is enduring
a crushing heatwave with temperatures in several cities
sizzling well above 45 degrees Celsius.

The court in Rajasthan, which has suffered through some
of the hottest weather in recent days, said authorities
had failed to take appropriate steps to protect the public
from the heat."Due to extreme weather conditions in the
form of (the) heatwave, hundreds of people have lost
their lives this month," it said Thursday.

We do not have a planet B which we can move onto... If
we do not take strict action now, we will lose the chance
of seeing our future generations flourish forever."The
court directed the state government to set up
compensation funds for relatives of any person who
dies as a result of heat ailments.Ruling on the current
heatwave and such events in the future, it also said India
should begin declaring them "national calamities". This
would allow the mobilisation of emergency relief in a
similar manner to floods, cyclones and natural
disasters.India is no stranger to searing summer
temperatures but years of scientific research have found
climate change is causing heatwaves to become longer,
more frequent and more intense.

'Too Much Heat' Hits Delhi
Courts, Judges Asked To Let
Lawyers Ditch Robes

New Delhi: Soaring temperatures in Delhi have proven
to be too much for some courts and are putting to the
test a law in place since 1961 that requires lawyers to
wear heavy black robes and coats. At least three High
Courts have permitted lawyers to discard the robes
and coats for the summer, although the Supreme
Court is being urged to make it a general rule for all
lawyers in the country.Judges at one New Delhi court
postponed a case this week until later in the year,
complaining about a lack of air conditioning and
water supply.

While Supreme Court and most High Courts have air
conditioning, many lower courts and consumer
forums depend on fans and have poor
ventilation.New Delhi recorded temperatures of
around 50 degrees Celsius (122 Fahrenheit) for the
first time this week, forcing authorities to restrict
water supply, shut schools and set up heatstroke units
at hospitals.They have also deployed paramedics to
polling stations for the final day of general election on
Saturday in case any voters fall ill as they queue in the
heat. A 40-year-old labourer died of heat stroke on
Wednesday. The northwest has been experiencing
high temperatures for several weeks. The Indian
Meteorological Department has predicted two or
three times the usual number of heat wave days in the
region this month, or days defined by abnormally hot
weather.For Delhi, that means sweltering
temperatures that are effecting people across the city,
including its legal system.

At a consumer court in Dwarka, which Reuters visited
on Thursday, judges presided over cases against
insurance companies in a courtroom fitted with two
non-functioning air conditioners. Ceiling fans and
open windows offered the only respite from the
weather. Three of the court's judges issued a written
order this week stating they had declined to hear a
case due to high temperatures in the court room. They
adjourned the case for the cooler month of November.

"There is neither air conditioner nor cooler in the court
room ... There is too much heat. There is no water
supply even to go to the washroom to ease ourselves
... In these circumstances, arguments cannot be
heard," the order said.

In 2021, then chief justice said courts "still operate
from dilapidated structures without proper facilities",
which was "severely detrimental" for both litigants
and lawyers.A Delhi-based lawyer, Shailendra Mani
Tripathi, has taken the matter to the Supreme Court,
asking justices to change the decades old dresscode.

fliers waiting in what appeared to be the
alley leading to the aircraft.The flight was
delayed due to operational issues, airline
sources informed India Today. Following |
the delay, Air India has offered a full refund
and hotel stay to all the passengers.

Journalist Shweta Punj said on X that the Air
India flight was delayed by several hours,
and passengers "were made to board the
plane and sit without air conditioning" at
Delhi's Indira Gandhi International Airport.
After some people fainted, she claimed the
passengers were asked to exit the plane.

She tagged Union Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia in her post and called
the entire ordeal "inhuman"."If there is a
privatisation story that has failed, it is Air
India. The DGCA [aviation regulator] Al
183 flight has been delayed for over eight
hours. Passengers were made to board the
plane without air conditioning and then
deplaned after some people fainted in the
flight. This is inhuman," Shweta Punj
tweeted.

rest

working to address the delay and

In response to her post, Air India assured her
of "necessary assistance to the passengers".
"We truly regret to note the disruptions. Please

assured that our team is actively

appreciates your ongoing support and

Facing Water Crisis Amid Heatwave, Delhi
Government Goes To Supreme Court

New Delhi: Delhi government has
reached out to the Centre and Supreme
Court seeking additional water supply
from Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and
Himachal Pradesh for a month amid a
severe shortage in the national
capital.

In its petition in Supreme Court,
Delhi said that the need for water
has increased in the national capital |
amid sweltering heat.Delhi's need
for water has increased in the
scorching heat. It is everyone's
responsibility to fulfill the needs of
the country's capital," the petition
said.

Delhi Minister Atishi also wrote to
the Centre claiming that Haryana
has not been releasing the required
amount of water."Delhi is heavily
dependent on water from the Yamuna
river for its day-to-day demand for
water. However, since the last few
days, there has been a drastic dip in the
water levels at the Wazirabad Barrage

as Haryana is not releasing the
required amount of water in the
Yamuna river," Atishi said in a letter
Union Water Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat."Moreover, the

temperature in Delhi has touched
almost 50 degrees. This has further
intensified the demand for water," she
added.

Several areas in Delhi including

understanding. We are also alerting our team
to provide necessary assistance to the
passengers," the airlines responded.air india

tweet shweta punj flight delayed

A social media user named Amadro also took
to X, claiming his mother was stuck at the

Chanakyapuri's Sanjay Camp area
and the Geeta colony area among
those facing acute water shortages. In
the blazing heat, people wait in long
queues, hoping to fill at least one
bucket, as tankers come and go
without adequately serving the
large populations in the
colonies.The water crisis in Delhi
comes at a time when maximum
temperature in the national capital
is inching close to the 50 degrees
Celsius mark. The minimum
temperature is nearly 30 degrees
Celsius, 2.8 degrees above
normal. The weather office said
heatwave conditions in the
national capital will persist for the
next few days and advised people
to minimise exposure to heat and
stay hydrated.The AAP-led Delhi
government on Wednesday imposed a
fine of ? 2,000 on wastage of water
and formed 200 teams to enforce the
penalty.

Heatwave Tragedy: 19 Dead In Bihar, 10 In
Odisha From Heatstroke

New Delhi: Heatwaves continue to grip
the Northwest and Central regions of
the country, with temperatures soaring
between 46 and 50 degrees Celsius.
Amid this scorching summer, nearly 30
people have died in separate incidents,
suspected to be caused by heatstroke
due to the extreme heatwave
conditions.As the temperature soared
beyond 44 degrees Celsius in Bihar, 19
people died amid the intense heatwave
conditions in the state. In Bihar's
Aurangabad, the death toll due to heat
wave conditions has reached 12, while
four people died in Kaimur district,
including a worker on election duty, on
Thursday and three people have died in
Bihar's Arrah in Bhojpur district after
suffering from extreme heatwaves in
the region.Speaking to news agency
ANI, Dr Sahil Raj, a doctor at Kaimur's
Mohania sub-divisional hospital, said

that on Thursday, about 40 people had
come to the hospital who had been
affected by heat stroke.

"Among them, two persons, including
polling personnel, had come to me who
died due to heat stroke. 30 to 40 people,
including police personnel, are
undergoing treatment.

Many have been sent home after
treatment, while others are undergoing
treatment," he said.r Raj said that a
colleague who was on duty with him
said that Shahnawaz Khan, a teacher by
profession, had returned home after
election duty. Khan remained sleeping
at home and eventually died, he told
ANLIn Odisha, 10 people died of
suspected heatstroke in Rourkela city
on Thursday. The director-in-charge
(DIC) of Rourkela Government
Hospital (RGH), Dr Sudharani
Pradhan, said the deaths occurred

within a span of six hours from 2 pm
onwards, reported PTT.

“Eight people were dead by the time they
reached the hospital, while the rest died
while undergoing treatment here. This
was likely due to the intense
heatwave,” said Pradhan.“The body
temperatures were around 103-104
degrees Fahrenheit, which is very high
given the weather conditions. This
could be the possible reason behind the
deaths. The history could not be
studied as they arrive dead,” she added.

Severe heatwave conditions are expected
to impact parts of Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, and Bihar, with isolated
pockets in Jharkhand and Odisha for
the next two days. A gradual reduction
in intensity is anticipated thereafter,
with heatwave conditions persisting in
isolated areas until June 1st, 2024.

airport due to the delay and that "no dinner"
and "assistance of any kind" were provided
to the passengers.mardo air india flight
delayed 8 hoursAnother user, Abhishek
Sharma, urged the airline to take swift action
and asked them to let his parents, along with
numerous other parents stranded at the
boarding area, go home.Air India responded
to both, apologising for the "inconvenience"
and "discomfort" caused to the passengers.
The airlines also assured them of the
necessary assistance from their ground
team.

This is not the first time that prolonged delays
have marred Air India flights, enraging
passengers. Earlier this month, on an Air
India flight from Mumbai to San Francisco,
people had to sit inside the passenger cabin
for around six hours with poor air
conditioning.

The latest incident came amid a scorching
heatwave in Delhi and the rest of North
India, with mercury levels soaring up to
record levels.

5 women cops arrest
Prajwal Revanna after he
lands in India

New Delhi: Janata Dal (Secular) MP Prajwal
Revanna, accused in sex tapes case and who has
been out of the country since the matter came to
light, was arrested in the early hours of Friday after
he landed in Bengaluru from Germany. He was
caught by the Special Investigation Team (SIT)
formed by Karnataka Police and was taken to the
CID office for interrogation.A team of women
cops, led by a woman IPS officer, were sent to
arrest the JD(S) MP in what looked like a symbolic
message by the Karnataka SIT. As many as five
women police officers arrested him.As part of the
investigation, the SIT have sent the sex tapes to the
Forensics Science Laboratory Division and are
also working to identify the primary device used to
record the obscene videos. They need to determine
which mobile phone was used as the primary
device to shoot the videos, and will question
Prajwal Revanna regarding the same.

According to police sources, the primary device has
been destroyed, and if investigators fail to locate
the same, an additional charge of "witness
tampering" would be slapped against the JD(S)
MP.Prajwal Revanna, who is seeking reelection as
an NDA candidate from the Hassan Lok Sabha
seat, had left the country in April as explicit video
clips showing him allegedly sexually abusing
multiple women started making the rounds in
Karnataka.

Hassan went to the polls in the second phase of the
Lok Sabha elections on April 26.Three rape cases
have been registered against Prajwal Revanna so
far.Speaking to reporters, Prajwal Revanna's
lawyer Arun G, said that his client came back to
India to join the probe and "give his cooperation
for interrogation purposes"."Yesterday, he was
held at immigration centre which is right as per the
procedure. The reason why he has come is to
cooperate with the investigation and that is what
he has been doing. Additionally, he requested to
media kindly not to do any media trial," Arun G
added.Earlier this week, he released a video
message, saying he would appear on May 31
before the probe team and cooperate with the
inquiry. He also claimed that the cases against him
were false.Prajwal Revanna said he went into
"depression and isolation" after the scandal broke
out and claimed that "political forces" were at
work in Hassan."Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and other senior Congress leaders started
campaigning against me in open forums, and
politically conspiring against me. I went into
depression and isolation," he said in the video.

Major Radhika Sen receives UN Military
Gender Advocate of the Year Award

UN Secretary-
General Antoénio
Guterres said in a
statement that Major
Sen is a ""true leader
and role model. Her
service was a true
credit to the United
Nations as a whole."

New Delhi:Major Radhika Sen from the
Indian Army received the United Nations
Military Gender Advocate of the Year
Award 2023 on Thursday due to her
contributions to promoting gender
equality and women's empowerment in
United Nations peacekeeping operations.

Major Sen was deployed to the United
Nations Organization Stabilization

Mission in the Democratic Republic of

the Congo (MONUSCO) from March
2023 to April 2024, where she took
charge as the Engagement Team

Commander of the Indian Rapidly

Deployed Battalion. While serving as
the Engagement Platoon
Commander of the Indian Rapidly
Deployed Battalion in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), she led a team of 20 women
soldiers and 10 male soldiers. Her
work primarily focused on
interacting with civilians, addressing
security concerns of Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs), and
advocating for the voices of women,
girls, and children in conflict zones.

UN Secretary-General Ant*nio Guterres
said in a statement that Major Sen is a
"true leader and role model. Her service
was a true credit to the United Nations as
a whole."Under Major Sen's leadership,
the engagement teams conducted

educational sessions on essential topics,
including women's health, education,
childcare, gender equality, and
employment. These initiatives, coupled
with skill development programs, have

not only enhanced self-reliance among
the local population, but also built trust
and facilitated effective information
gathering. When asked about her feelings
on receiving the award, Major Sen
expressed gratitude to her dedicated
engagement platoon, particularly Major
Saumya Singh, her second in command,

for their unwavering support and the

guidance from her contingent members.

She also acknowledged the Indian Army

for the opportunity and trust bestowed

upon her to serve in the DRC. She
thanked her parents for their
support and encouragement, which
pushed her to give her best always
in difficult conditions.

er work has had a profound impact on
the local communities in the DRC
and has set a high standard for
future peacekeeping missions
worldwide.Major Radhika Sen
hails from Sunder Nagar, in Mandi
district in Himachal Pradesh. Both
her parents were state government
employees as teachers and are now
retired.

She holds a Bachelor's degree in
Engineering in Biotechnology and was
pursuing her M Tech from IIT Bombay
before joining the Indian Army on
September 10, 2016. During her Army
career, she has served in Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh and Sikkim.
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Daughter Ivanka's 'love you'
message for Donald Trump after his
conviction

World Hours after Donald Trump was found guilty on all
34 counts he faced in the hush money criminal trial, his
daughter Ivanka Trump, known for her minimal
involvement in her father's political realm at present,
offered her response to the verdict.

Following Thursday's legal proceedings, Ivanka, the
second child of Donald Trump and his first wife Ivana,
took to social media to post a nostalgic image. The photo
shows a young Trump holding his daughter Ivanka,
along with the caption "I love you Dad" and a heart
emoji.A Manhattan jury has convicted Trump on all 34
counts of falsifying business records to hide payments
made to Stormy Daniels, a porn star, in a bid to silence
her regarding their alleged affair before the 2016 US
presidential election.Earlier in 2022, Ivanka Trump
ruled out any involvement in her father's 2024 US
presidential campaign, emphasising her main objective
1s to focus on her young children and family, rather than
politics. The 42-year-old had previously served as a
senior advisor in the Trump administration, holding the
position of Director of the Office of Economic
Initiatives and Entrepreneurship.“Ivanka is fully
supportive of her dad and loves him very much despite
his conviction,” a source told the Post.

Muslim nurse in US fired for calling

Israel's war in Gaza 'genocide’

Washington, A New York City hospital fired a
Palestinian American Muslim nurse after she called
Israel's war in Gaza a "genocide" during an acceptance
speech for an award for her work with bereaved
mothers who lost their children during pregnancy and
childbirth.

A spokesperson of the hospital, NYU Langone Health,
said on Thursday that labor and delivery nurse Hesen
Jabr had previously been warned not to bring her views
"on this divisive and charged issue into the
workplace."In a portion of her acceptance speech, she
spoke about mothers who had lost babies during the
war in Gaza, saying the award was "deeply personal” to
her."It pains me to see the women from my country
going through unimaginable losses themselves during
the current genocide in Gaza," Jabr said in the video of
her speech that she posted online.

The hospital's spokesperson in an email said Jabr had
been warned in December, "following a previous
incident, not to bring her views on this divisive and
charged issue into the workplace."She instead chose
not to heed that at a recent employee recognition event
that was widely attended by her colleagues, some of
whom were upset after her comments," the
spokesperson said without providing details about the
earlier incident.

"As a result, Jabr is no longer an NYU Langone
employee."Israel's ongoing assult on Gaza has left over
36,000 dead in the past eight months, the local health
ministry says. The war has also caused widespread
hunger in the narrow coastal enclave and displaced
nearly its entire 2.3 million population.

The conflict, which has led to rising Islamophobia and
antisemitism and widespread demonstrations in the
U.S. and elsewhere, began when the militant
Palestinian group Hamas, which governs Gaza,
attacked Israel on Oct. 7, killing around 1,200 and
taking more than 250 hostages, according to Israeli
tallies.

3 killed including police officer in
Minneapolis mass shooting

world. A police officer and two others were killed after a
mass shooting in Minneapolis, according to the local
news media citing sources. Officials say the suspected
shooter is also dead.On a social media platform, the
Minneapolis Police Department said that officers were
"responding to an active incident" in which six people,
two of them police officers, were "reported
injured."Stressing the evolving nature of the situation,
the police department advised the public to steer clear
of the Whittier neighborhood area where the incident
unfolded. "This continues to be a fluid situation," the
police department saidAt the time of the initial reports
around 6:15 pm central time, no further official details
were available.Describing the situation, one of the
witness said, "Me and my girlfriend, we heard really
loud banging at first," Reuben Molina, who lives nearby,
said. "Then we heard it again and again and again in
rapid succession. And me and her were like, 'Oh that's
gunshots."""The State Patrol is on the scene in South
Minneapolis assisting local law enforcement. The State
of Minnesota stands ready to provide any resources
necessary. Praying for all the first responders on the
ground working to keep the community safe," Gov. Tim
Walz said in a tweet.

India expresses deep concern over
loss of civilian lives in Rafah

World. India expressed deep concern over the
“heartbreaking” loss of civilian lives in an Israeli strike
on a displacement camp in Rafah, while calling for
protection of the civilian population and respect for
international humanitarian law.

Amilitary strike in Gaza had killed dozens of Palestinians,
after which the US too had urged Israel to protect
civilians. “We have consistently called for protection of
civilian population,” MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said, while noting that the Israeli side has
already accepted responsibility for it as a “tragic
accident” and announced an investigation into the

incident.Asked about India’s position on the recent
recognition of Palestine by Ireland, Norway and Spain,
the official recalled India was one of the first countries to
recognise the state of Palestine in the late 1980s. “We
have long supported a two state solution which entails
the establishment of a sovereign, viable, and
independent state of Palestine within recognised and
mutually agreed borders, living side by side with Israel
inpeace.”
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Israel reopens Gaza food sales as
Rafah raid chokes aid: Report

Ramallah, West Bank. The [sraeli military
has lifted a ban on the sale of food to Gaza
from Israel and the occupied West Bank
as its battlefield offensive chokes
international aid, according to Palestinian
officials, businessmen and international
aid workers. Army authorities gave Gazan
traders the green light to resume their
purchases from Israeli and Palestinian
suppliers of food such as fresh fruit,
vegetables and dairy goods this month,
days after Israeli forces launched an
assault on the enclave's southernmost city
of Rafah, the people said.The offensive
against Rafah, a key gateway into Gaza
from Egypt, has effectively halted the
flow of UN aid to the devastated
Palestinian territory. Israel is coming
under mounting global pressure to ease
the crisis as humanitarian agencies warn
of looming famine."Israel phoned Gazan
distributors who had been purchasing
goods from the West Bank and Israel
before the war," said Ayed Abu Ramadan,
chair of the Gaza Chamber of Commerce.
"It told them it was ready to coordinate the
pick-up of goods."Reuters, which
interviewed more than a dozen people
familiar with the development, is the first

The verdict: Inside US courtroom as Donald
Trump learned he had been convicted

news outlet to report on the details
and impact of this resumption of
commercial food deliveries bound
for sale in Gazan markets and
stores.The shift marks the first time
any goods produced inside Israel or
the West Bank, an Israeli-occupied
Palestinian territory, have been
allowed into Gaza since war erupted
in October last year, according to the
Palestinian officials, traders and
residents.Asked by Reuters about the
resumption of deliveries, COGAT,
the branch of the Israeli military
responsible for aid transfers, said it was
looking at ways to boost humanitarian aid
and increase the amount of food for sale in
Gaza."Allowing for the private sector to
bring some food into the Gaza Strip is part
of those efforts to increase the amount of
food that's coming in," spokesperson
Shimon Freedman added.

Aid workers have urged Israel for months to
allow more commercial deliveries to
enter Gaza so fresh food can supplement
international aid, which mostly contains
non-perishables like flour and tinned food.

The reopening is no panacea, though.

The flow of deliveries, conducted via the

Kerem Shalom border crossing between
southern Gaza and Israel, has been erratic,
according to Palestinian officials who
said anywhere between 20 and 150 trucks
- each carrying up to 20 tonnes of food -
have entered per day depending on how
many Israel allows in.

That is well short of the 600 trucks a day
that the US Agency for International
Development, opens new tab says is
required to address the threat of famine,
even when adding the roughly 4,200
trucks of food aid - about 190 a day - that
[sraeli officials say, opens new tab have
entered Gaza since the beginning of the
Rafah assault on May 7.Before the war

began on October 7, when
Palestinian group Hamas attacked
southern Israel, an average of 500
aid and commercial trucks entered
Gaza each day carrying all the goods
needed in the enclave from food and
medical supplies to farming
equipment, according to U.N.
figures.
The average number since then is
below 140 trucks a day, according to
a Reuters tally of Israeli military
statistics, even as Isracl has laid
waste to the enclave in it mission to
eradicate Hamas, sending aid needs
through the roof.The food coming in is
also expensive, and scant replacement for
international aid that has already been
paid for by donor countries and
organisations, said four aid workers
involved in coordinating deliveries to
Gaza. They requested anonymity to speak
freely about sensitive matters.hree Gazan
residents interviewed said they had seen
Hebrew-labelled produce in markets,
including watermelons from an Israeli
settlement, but that it was often being sold
at prices too high for cash-strapped and
displaced families.

Who plotted to sell Elvis’
Graceland? An identity thief

raises his hand

world. The writer said he was an identity thief

— a ringleader on the dark web, with a

NEW YORK. History happened just as
everyone was about to leave for the day.
Judge Juan M. Merchan had already
summoned Donald Trump, his legal
team and prosecutors into the
courtroom, where the former president
has been on trial since mid-April.
The judge said he planned to send
the jury home in a few minutes—at
4:30 pm—with deliberations to
resume the next morning. Trump
looked upbeat, having animated
chats with his lawyers. A bell that
rang in the courtroom whenever the
jury had something to tell the court
had been silentall day. ;
In the end, it wasn't the bell that §
signalled something was up, but the
jingling of a court officer's keys—a
ring full of them clanking as Maj.
Michael McKee hustled past the
judge's bench and out a door into a

the judge was back on the bench. There
was another note from the jury, signed
at4:20 p.m. Merchanread italoud."We,
the jury, have reached a verdict," it said,
and asked for an extra 30 minutes to fill
out the verdict form. The "hurry up and
wait" beat of deliberations gave way to

anticipatory tension.I'm sure you will
hear from the sergeant and the major
and everyone else, but please let there
be no outbursts of any kind when we
take a verdict," Merchan warned
everyone in the courtroom. "I'll be back

outin a few minutes."
private corridor.Then, unexpectedly, As the minues ticked by, defense lawyer

Todd Blanche whispered to Trump,
who was stone-faced, arms crossed
across his chest. Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg, whose office
brought the case, entered the
courtroom and sat with aides in the
gallery.The courtroom was packed

with people, among them dozens of
reporters, sketch artists, members of
the public and Trump's son Eric. Bragg
staffers crammed into the back row of
the audience. Court personnel lined the
wall next to the judge's bench. Just two
seats were unclaimed, occupied
by a Van Gogh sunflower seat
cushion and a newspaper that
someone had not returned to
claim.Just before 5 pm, the judge
returned to the bench. He reread
the portentous note and
instructed court officers to bring
the jury into the courtroom.The
six alternate jurors, who sat
through the testimony but
weren't part of the deliberations,
were brought into the courtroom
and seated in the first row of the

audience. The 12 jurors followed.

Most looked straight ahead as
they walked past Trump.

About a dozen court officers filled the
room.hen, the moment came. The
courtroom was silent."How say you to
the first count of the indictment,
charging Donald J. Trump with
falsifying business records in the first
degree?" a court staffer asked.

Hamas says ready for ‘complete’
truce deal if Israel ‘stops its war

world. Hamas said on Thursday it
had told mediators it would not take
part in more negotiations during
ongoing aggression but was ready
for a "complete agreement"
including an exchange of hostages
and prisoners if Israel stopped the
war.Talks, mediated by among
others Egypt and Qatar, to arrange a
ceasefire between Israel and the
Islamist movement in the Gaza war
have repeatedly stalled with both
sides blaming the other for the lack
of progress.The latest Hamas
statement came as Israel pressed on
with an offensive on the southern Gaza
city of Rafah, despite an order by the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), the
top U.N. court, to halt the attacks.

"Hamas and the Palestinian factions will
not accept to be part of this policy by

continuing (ceasefire) negotiations in
light of the aggression, siege,
starvation and genocide of our people",
the Hamas statement read.

"Today, we informed the mediators of
our clear position that if the occupation
stops its war and aggression against our
people in Gaza, our readiness (is) to

reach a complete agreement that
includes a comprehensive
exchange deal," it added.Israel
has rejected past Hamas offers as
insufficient and said it is
determined to wipe out a group
bent on its destruction. It says its
Rafah offensive is focused on
rescuing hostages and rooting
out Hamas fighters.Nearly
36,000 Palestinians have been
killed in Israel's offensive across
all of Gaza, the health ministry there
says. Israel launched the operation
after Hamas-led militants attacked
southern Israeli communities on Oct. 7
last year, killing around 1,200 people
and seizing more than 250 hostages,
according to Israeli tallies.

network of “worms” placed throughout the
US. In an email to NYT, he said his ring
preyed on the dead, the unsuspecting and the
elderly, using birth certificates and other
documents.“We figure out how to steal,” he
said. Recently, the writer suggested, the group
had turned its attention to a major target: the
estate of Lisa Marie Presley, which last week
faced a threat that Graceland was about to be
foreclosed on and sold by a mysterious
company, Naussany Investments & Private
Lending LLC. Media outlets often recei ve
unsolicited emails from people who make
outlandish claims. But this email arrived
Friday in response to one sent by NYT to an
email address that Naussany listed in a legal
filing.

In its email, NYT referred to the company’s
claim that Presley had borrowed $3.8 million
from it, using Graceland as collateral. In the
responses, which came from the email address
NYT had written to, the writer described the
foreclosure effort not as a legitimate attempt
to collect on a debt, but as a scam. “I had fun
figuring this one out and it didn’t succeed very
well,” the email writer said. He said he was
based in Nigeria, and his email was written in
Luganda, a Bantu language spoken in Uganda.
But the filing with the email address was
faxed from a number to serve North America.

Since the news broke last week that a company
was trying to sell Graceland — Elvis Presley’s
former home and a beloved tourist attraction
— the Naussany company has been a
persistent puzzle. It is difficult to find any
public records that prove that the company
exists. In Sept, eight months after Lisa Marie
Presley’s death, Naussany said it would agree
to settle what it described as the debt for a
discounted $2.85 million. But the family trust,
now led by Lisa.Marie’s daughter, actress
Riley Keough, did not view the debt as
legitimate. That led Keough to court last week,
declaring in a legal filing that the loan was a
fiction, the company “a false entity” and the
bid to sell Graceland a fraud. At a hearing
Wednesday, the judge blocked any immediate
foreclosure on Graceland, saying he needed to
review more evidence. No one representing
the Naussany company attended the
hearing. When NYT sought clarification on
the issue, the email writer wrote, “You don’t
have to understand.” The writer was only keen
on taking credit. “I am the one who creates
trouble.”

Trump's campaign site briefly crashes as

donations flood in after _his conviction

As Donald Trump's supporters
rushed to make donations for
the former president after the
hush money quilty verdict, the
fundraising website crashed and
visitors were redirected to
WinRed, the Republican Party's
official fundraising site, which
was under maintenance.

World. Former US President Donald
Trump's fundraising page crashed briefly
after a New York jury found him guilty on
all 34 counts of falsifying documents to
cover up a payment to silence porn star
Stormy Daniels about their alleged sexual
encounters.As Trump's supporters rushed
to make donations in support of the
former president after the judgment, the
fundraising website crashed and visitors
were redirected to WinRed, the
Republican Party's official fundraising

site. However, that site was also down
as it was under maintenance.The
campaign site was briefly redirected to
a different donation processor amid the
technical glitch, a New York Post report
said. The campaign site was restored in
about half an hour.Trump's advisor
Chris LaCivita cited the technical glitch
at WinRed, as "millions of American
Patriots were wanting to donate to
Trump's campaign".

"The American people see through
crooked Joe Biden’s rigged show trial.
So many Americans were moved to
donate to President Trump’s campaign
that the WinRed pages went down,"
Trump's campaign tweeted after the
former US president was convicted on 34
felony counts by a New York jury.As
Trump, 77, was convicted by the jury, his
campaign mentioned in a fundraising
email that the former president was a
"political prisoner".Lee Zeldin, a Trump
campaign surrogate, said he experienced
no issues donating to Trump's campaign
following the hush money verdict. He
said he secured an $800,000 donation for
his campaign."Just secured a $800k
donation from someone for President
Trump’s Joint Fundraising Committee,"
Zeldin, who was New York's 2022

Republican gubernatorial candidate
tweeted. "Never experienced a massive
ask that easy," he said.Shaun Maguire, a
partner at venture capital firm Sequoia
Capital, said he donated $300,000 to
Trump's campaign.

Robert Bigelow, who is one of Trump's top
supporters, having already given over $9
million to an outside group supporting
him, said criminal proceedings against
Trump were a "disgrace."

"I'm sending President Trump another $5
million as I promised him," Bigelow told
Reuters.Don Tapia, a former Trump
ambassador to Jamaica, said he and a
small network of family and friends with
whom he donates had planned to give

around $250,000 this
election to support
Trump.Several Trump
supporters said they
donated between $1,000
and $3,300.

The verdict plunges the US
into unexplored territory
ahead of the November 5
presidential election,
when Trump, the
Republican candidate,
will try to win the White
House back from
Democratic President
Joe Biden.

He faces a maximum sentence of four years
in prison, though others convicted of that
crime often receive shorter sentences,
fines or probation. Incarceration would
not prevent him from campaigning, or
taking office if he were to win. But he will
not be jailed ahead of sentencing. Trump
has denied wrongdoing and was expected
to appeal.The jury found Trump guilty of
falsifying business documents after
sitting through a six-week trial that
featured explicit testimony from Stormy
Daniels about a sexual encounter she says
she had with Trump in 2006 while he was
married to his current wife Melania.
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French Open 2024, Day 6, Order of
Play: Carlos Alcaraz, Gauff, Sinner in

action

New Delhi. World No. 1 Iga Swiatek is set to
be in action on Friday, 31 May in the French
Open. After surviving a horrible scare against
Naomi Osaka in the second round of the
competition, Swiatek is set to play Czech
Republic's Marie Bouzkova at the Phillippe
Chartier court in Paris. Swiatek is not the
only star who will be in action today as the
likes of Carlos Alcaraz, Jannik Sinner and
Coco Gauff take centre-court on Friday's
Round 3 stage in the competition. World No. 1
Iga Swiatek had to play out of her skins to
beat Naomi Osaka in the second round of the
French Open 2024 women’s singles. On
Wednesday, May 29, Swiatek beat the 4-time
Grand Slam champion 7-6 (7-1), 1-6, 7-5 on
Court Philippe-Chatrier. It took the Pole just
a little less than 3 hours to beat her Japanese
opponent, who was in no mood to throw in
the towel.Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz will also
be coming off a tricky battle, a four-set
competition against Jesper de Jong, where he
beat the Dutchman 6-3, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2.
Alcaraz, touted as one of the rising stars in the
tennis world, faced a tough test against De
Jong on Wednesday. Despite starting strong
with a commanding 6-3, 6-4 lead, Alcaraz
encountered a momentary lapse in form
during the third set, allowing De Jong to seize
the opportunity and extend the match. With
De Jong refusing to back down, the match
unfolded under intense scrutiny, captivating
spectators with its
unpredictability. Australian Open 2024
winner Jannik Sinner had made light work of
Richard Gasquet in the previous round and
will be facing Russia's Pavel Kotov in today's
match. The Italian had won the second-round
match against the home favourite 6-4, 6-2, 6-
4 on Wednesday, May 29 on Court Philippe-
Chatrier. It took Sinner 2 hours and 14
minutes to ease past the Frenchman.

Rohit Sharma praises ‘beautiful’
New York stadium, says focus on
adapting to conditions

New Delhi. India captain Rohit Sharma is
focused on understanding the conditions in
New York during their T20 World Cup 2024
warm-up fixture against Bangladesh on June
1. The Men in Blue will take on Bangladesh
at the Nassau County International Cricket
Stadium in New York in their only warm-up
game ahead of the mega event.Ahead of the
fixture, the Indian skipper revealed that the
team is just trying to acclimatise to the
conditions as they haven’t been there before
and hence the warm-up game becomes
crucial for the side. Rohit also mentioned the
importance of getting into the rhythm ahead
of their first game on June 5 by getting the
feel of the ground and pitch.“We’re looking
to understand the conditions more
importantly (before the tournament proper)
as we haven’t been here before. (We will) try
and make the most of the conditions, get used
to what it’s going to be like on June 5 when
we play our first game. It’s just about getting
into that rhythm of getting the feel of the
ground, pitch and stuff like that,” said Rohit
in a video released by the ICC.Further
speaking ahead, the Indian captain expressed
excitement for the upcoming T20
extravaganza being hosted for the first time
in the USA. The 37-year-old stated that he’s
expecting a good crowd throughout the event
and the players are equally excited.

“It looks beautiful. It's quite an open ground.
When we come here and play our first game,
I just can't wait to feel the atmosphere in the
stadium," the India captain said.“It's a decent
capacity as well. Hopefully, it's going to be a
good one. People in New York will be very
interested in coming and watching the World
Cup, with the World Cup happening for the
first time here. I'm pretty sure all the fans
across the various teams are quite excited
and looking forward to this tournament. And
also as players can't wait to get started,” he
added.

Pooran continues IPL form as

Windies serve T20 World Cup
warning with 257 vs AUS

Trinidad West Indies served a warning to the
rest of the teams with a thundering 257 runs
against Australia on Friday, 31 May in
Trinidad, during a T20 World Cup 2024
warm-up game. Guided by Nicholas
Pooran's sensational 75 off just 25 balls,
West Indies reached a massive total against
Mitchell Marsh's team. Australia once again
fielded only 9 players from their main team
due to the unavailability of their full squad,
but were taken apart in their second warm-up
game.Apart from Pooran, captain Rovman
Powell hit 52 off 25 balls, while Sherfane
Rutherford completed the destruction in the
back end with 47 off just 18. West Indies
would be happy with their outing given they
were not part of the previous edition of the

New Delhi.

Sanju Samson-Yashasvi Jaiswal in focus as India
get into groove ahead of T20 World Cup

«Indian cricket team sweated
hard in the nets during their
third practice session ahead
of the T20 World Cup 2024. All

members of the squad
including the reserve players
also took part in the session.

New Delhi. Team India sweated hard in their
second practice session in New York on
Thursday, May 30 as they prepare
themselves for their warm-up fixture against
Bangladesh in the city on June 1. Notably,
the entire squad was seen involved in an
intense training session including the
reserve players such as Rinku Singh,
Khaleel Ahmed and Avesh Khan.

In avideo released by the BCCI, all the players
can be seen in a ‘game-ready’ mode as
batters hit some glorious shots while
bowlers practiced their variations. Out of
form, Hardik Pandya was also seen
showcasing his hitting prowess and also
bowled in full steam.While most of the
Indian players are in the US for the T20

extravaganza, the only player missing is the
star batter Virat Kohli who left for the
country from Mumbai on Thursday. The 35-
year-old is expected to link up with the squad
soon ahead of the warm-up fixture.
However, whether he will participate in the

game is not known yet.Notably, India have
been put in Group A and will start their
World Cup campaign on June 5 against
Ireland at Nassau County International
Cricket Stadium, New York. The Men in
Blue will further take on arch-rivals Pakistan

Shoaib Malik suggests Babar Azam to bat at
number three after series loss vs England

Pakistan all-rounder Shoaib
Malik has suggested Babar Azam to bat at
number three following the nation’s 0-2
series loss against England on Thursday,
May 30 ahead of the T20 World Cup 2024.
Notably, during the fourth and final game of
the series played at the Kennington Oval in
London, Pakistan suffered a dramatic
middle-order collapse as they failed to make
the most of the good start by the opening
pair of Azam and Mohammad Rizwan. A fter
being put in to bat first by England, Babar
and Rizwan added 59 runs for the first
wicket off 36 balls. However, the middle
order failed to build on the good beginning
as the visitors lost a flurry of wickets in the
middle overs to be left reeling at 86/5 after
10.2 overs. A crucial innings by Usman
Khan of 38 (21) guided his team to a total of
157. However, it didn’t prove to be enough
for England who won the match by seven
wickets.Following Pakistan’s loss, Shoaib
Malik took to his X account and suggested
captain Babar to bat at number three saying

AR

stronger! IMO Babar should bat at no 03!
We need someone in the middle overs to
rotate strike, you are our best option, with
your guidance our middle order will do a lot
better,” wrote Shoaib on his X
account.Babar batted at number three in the
second T20I of the series and scored 32 (26)
with Saim Ayub opening the innings
alongside Rizwan. In his career, the
Pakistan skipper has batted on 28 occasions
at the three spot scoring 1067 runs at an
average of 46.39 and a strike rate of 129.64
with 11 fifties to his name.

that the team needs his guidance in the Malik asks Shadab and Azam to not lose

middle overs.“Tough series! Remember:

confidence

we've been in tough spots before & came out Meanwhile, Malik also backed youngster

Casper Ruud survives scare against
Fokina to keep his French Open hopes

Paris Two-time French Open finalist and 7th

seed, Casper Ruud survived a scare in the
second round of the French Open. Ruud,
kept his title hopes alive on Thursday, 30
May by narrowly beating Spaniard
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina 7-6(5), 1-6,
6-3, 4-6, 6-3 in a testing second-round clash.
Ruud's scare comes right after his confident
first round victory against Brazil's Felipe
Alves.After his last two trips to Roland
Garros ended in losses to Rafa Nadal and
Novak Djokovic in the final, the 25-year-old
Norwegian looked well primed to break his
Grand Slam duck at the claycourt major by
winning titles on the surface in Barcelona
and Geneva.

French Open 2024: Day 6 Order of Play\
But that winning form seemed to go missing

slightly against a tricky opponent in the 24-
year-old Davidovich Fokina, who stayed
within touching distance in a high-octane
contest, before Ruud stepped up his game to
go through.After winning a tight opening
set via a tie-breaker, Ruud wobbled in the
second before getting back on track in the

next. After his 6-3 win in the third set it
looked like he would seal the deal in the
fourth, Ruud was given a rude awakening as
Fokina dragged the match into the 5th
set.Davidovich Fokina was relentless with
his efforts and levelled up the contest.
However, Ruud sealed a crucial break to
surge ahead 3-2 in the decider and held his

Azam Khan and all-rounder Shadab
Khan calling them ‘vital’ for the
team. He asked the duo not to lose
their confidence and keep their
morale high heading into the T20
World Cup 2024.

“Azam & Shadab, you two are vital for
our team, don't lose confidence, play
with heart, you are match winners.
Going into the World Cup, keep you
morale high, We've got this!,” he

added.- Tough series! Remember: we've

been in tough spots before & came out
stronger!IMO Babar should bat atno 03! We
need someone in the middle overs to rotate
strike, you are our best option, with your
guidance our middle order will do alot
better.Azam & Shadab, you two ared€ae —

Shoaib Malik dYfpoYi®©

(@realshoaibmalik) May 30,

2024Following the series loss, Pakistan will

be next seen taking on the US in their

opening game of the T20 World Cup 2024

on June 6. The Babar Azam-led side will

next take on arch-rivals India on June 9 at

Nassau County International Cricket

Stadium in New York.

|

nerve from there to win.

CASPER RUUD'S PERFORMANCE IN

ROUND 1

Casper Ruud had smoothly advanced to the

second round of the French Open after
defeating Brazilian qualifier Felipe Alves
6-3, 6-4, 6-3 in the men's singles opening
round. Ruud had dominated the match
against Alves from the start. His powerful
groundstrokes and strategic play kept the
Brazilian at bay, securing a straight-sets
victory and further cementing his
reputation as a formidable contender in this
year's tournament. This is one of the biggest
tournaments for me and for everyone every
year. One of my highlights," Ruud had said
after his Round 1 win.

"I'm always looking forward to it. The last

two years have given me so much here in
Paris. I hope I can make it another good
year." "I think it's been a good clay season
for me. Madrid and Rome could've gone a
bit better. It wasn't what I hoped for. But
other results went well. All in all I'm happy,"
he had further added.

at the same venue on June 9
followed by US on June 12 and
Canada on June 15 at Central
Broward Regional Park Stadium
Turf Ground, Lauderhill, Florida.
India eager to end 'knockout jinx'
| The Rohit Sharma-led will be eager
to put up a good show in the mega
event after having a ‘not so
memorable’ campaign in the
previous edition held in 2022.
The Asian giants got knocked out
of the tournament following a
humiliating ten-wicket loss
- against England in the semi-final.
- | Hence, they will be desperate to end
their 17-year-long T20 World
Cup trophy drought having won
the inaugural edition of the
tournament held in 2007 under
the leadership of MS Dhoni.
Since then, India have failed to
emulate their feat despite being
home to the grandest T20 league
in the world the ‘IPL’. As the event draws
closer, Rohit Sharma and his men face an
uphill task of breaking their constant
knockout jinx in the ICC events since 2013
and finally winning a major title after 2013.

R Ashwin’s daughters flaunt
cricket knowledge in T20
World Cup quiz

India spinner Ravichandran Ashwin's

daughters flaunted their cricket knowledge in
an adorable quiz video. Ashwin posted a
small and entertaining quiz video with his
two daughters on Instagram on Thursday, 30
May. The video has since gone viral and has
amazed the fans who have been impressed by
the cricketing trivia of the spinners'
daughters. In the video, Ashwin hosted a T20
World Cup quiz for his daughters, asking
them a range of questions.Ashwin asked the
duo about where the T20 World Cup was
going to be played, which city would host the
marquee India vs Pakistan clash. Ashwin's
daughters correctly answered questions
about the countries that were going to host the
T20 World Cup. They also correctly guessed
the captain of the West Indies.Ashwin's
daughters also knew the name of the Indian
head coach and where cricketer Shimron
Hetmyer belonged. However, they were not

confident with where was Hetmyer from. The
video has gone viral on social media and has
over 300,00 likes on Instagram, as of Friday
morning.

The only answer that they were not able to give

was which city would host the India vs
Pakistan group stage match. Ashwin told
them that it was going to New York.

INDIA'S T20 WORLD CUP SQUAD
R Ashwin was not able to make the cut for

India's T20 World Cup 2024 squad. India
opted to take four spinners for the tournament
- Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav
and Yuzvendra Chahal. Many argued that it
was an overkill to carry four spinners,
however, chief selector Ajit Agarkar argued
that the might need multiple combinations in
the low and slow pitches of the Caribbean
islands.The majority of the Indian team has
reached New York ahead of their only warm-
up game against Bangladesh. The team will
start its group stage campaign on June 5
against Ireland.

Nasser Hussain credits IPL for setting up
England for the T20 World Cup 2024

«Former England cricketer

some high voltage clashes
throughout the tournament.

well like the ODI World Cup 2023.
England need to have a Plan B: Hussain

tournament. Windies had failed to qualify for
the main round in the previous World Cup in
Australia, which was a low for the country's
cricket board. 2022 was the first time that the
T20 World Cup was played without West
Indies, however, the team qualified for this
edition of the tournament due to their rights
as the co-host.However, the side seems to
have clicked this season, with their batting at
least. Windies only lost 4 wickets in the game
and reached a tremendous total against the
likes of Josh Hazlewood, Adam Zampa,
Nathan Ellis and Ashton Agar. While
Australia did not have the services of Pat
Cummins and Mitchell Starc, Windies were
able to hand a proper hammering to
Hazlewood (0/55) and Zampa (2/62) from

However, they were all called
back just ahead of the playoffs
to prepare for the series against
Pakistan. The Jos Buttler-led
side went on to seal the series
by 2-0 as they won the fourth
T20I by seven wickets on
Thursday, May 31. Following,
England’s win, Hussain
credited IPL for exposing the
side to a lot of big games in the
lead up to the World Cup by
making them play under
pressure in front of big
crowds.“They’re a very
balanced side, they’ve played
in a lot of big games. We don’t talk enough
about the IPL and how that obviously sets

“They’ve just got to be better than they
were at that 50-over World Cup. They
went into that with a lot of hope and it
didn’t start well and they didn’t react
well. So they need to have a Plan B. If
we don’t start well, if things don’t go
well, how do we react? How do we
react to slower pitches? How do we
react when better sides come up
against us? But under Buttler and what
they’ve got in this side they’re in a real
good place. They just got to go and do
1t,” he added.

| Meanwhile, after wrapping up their

preparations with a 2-0 series win over
Pakistan, England will straight away
start their campaign in the T20 World Cup
with a game against Scotland on June 4. The

turned commentator
Nasser Hussain has
credited IPL 2024 for
setting up their team
ahead of the T20 World

Cup 2024,

NEW DELHI. Former England captain
Nasser Hussain has credited the Indian

World Cup. So they’ve done all that they
could do,” said Hussain on Sky
Sports.Further speaking ahead, the former

their four overs respectively. Windies would
be happy with the six-hitting spree of
Nicholas Pooran, who smashed 8 of them on
the day.

Premier League 2024 for setting up their
team for the upcoming T20 World Cup 2024.
Notably, eight of the England’s 15-member
squad was part of the IPL as they played

you up as a cricketer but also sets you up in
big games. And under pressure and big
crowds and that’s what you need going into a

England captain said that the team is in a
good space heading into the tournament and
will need to have a Plan B if they don’t start

defending champions are placed in Group B
alongside Oman, Namibia, Scotland and
Australia.
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Madhurima

Gets TROLLED for Apologising to Hrithik
Roshan; 'Woh 2 Saal Se Tension Mein Tha'

adhurima Tuli, known for her role in ‘Chandrakanta,” apologised to Bollywood actor
Hrithik Roshan. She recalled a moment two years ago when she felt frozen upon
meeting him, being a huge fan. Madhurima worried she might have seemed rude to
»+ Hrithik. Despite her apology, she faced criticism in the comments section.”Madhurima Tuli
b e, P 3 ¥ tagged Hrithik Roshan in her apology and posted a folded hands emoji. She wrote: “Hey Hrithik,
\h I Pj I have a confession. I bumped into you 2 yrs ago and I think I completely froze. Since that day |
“ , / feel guilty imagining you must think I’m so rude or you might have forgotten

- : about it also. But I had to convey this to you I literally
FROZE. As I’'m a huge fan since Kaho na pyaar hai. I

didn’t know how to approach so I thought this is the

g best platform to convey a msg. I hope you forgive
me. Yours truly, Madhurima Tuli (still a fan)
(sic).”However, many trolled her in the comments

UHH’%

section. One user wrote, “Very good you have confessed .

Bechara hirthik 2 sal se tension mein tha. Kya se kya galti Ho gai Jo

tumne use ignore kiya.” Another comment read, “If hrithik didn’t reply, it

must be quite embarrassing.” One person wrote, “So sweet...surely Hrithik

is used to this situation, will understand. ..happened to you once that too 2 yrs
ago..he must be running into this everyday with someone...chill.”

Actress Madhurima Tuli’s infamous fights in Bigg Boss led to work offers

getting slim once she exited the house, she had once revealed in one of her

recent interviews.

Madhurima, whose ex-boyfriend Vishal Aditya Singh was a co-contestant
on Bigg Boss 13, was seen getting physically violent and verbally
abusive during the show during her not-so-best moments inside the
house. The Kumkum Bhagya actress said an image of her was

formed after the show and she has been getting slowly out of
it. Madhurima also mentioned that she does not regret her
decision of participating in Bigg Boss.

Krit1 Sanon

Looks Chic In Comfy And Cool Casuals
As She Gets Snapped In The City

I : riti Sanon has been basking under the success of her last released film Crew. The film was loved by the

audience. She was today spotted in the city, effortlessly looking stylish in her latest casual ensemble.
iti turned heads in comfy casuals as she was papped in the city.In the video, Instant Bollywood
shared, Kriti is donning a relaxed yet trendy outfit perfect for the summer heat. She opted for denim shorts
paired with a breezy, oversized tee. Completing her look, she wore white sliders. Her hair was left open in
loose waves and minimal makeup accentuated her natural beauty. Fans are dropping heart emojis.Crew
was released in March of this year. It
features Kareena Kapoor, Tabu and Kriti
Sanon in lead roles. Kapil Sharma and
Diljit Dosanjh have also made cameos
in this movie.

The story of the film revolves around
Geeta Sethi (Tabu), Jasmine Kohli
(Kareena Kapoor) and Divya Rana
(Kriti Sanon). Airlines in which all
three work as air hostesses go ¢ &
bankrupt and none of these three are
getting a salary. All three were then
involved in gold smuggling in the film.
The film’s story is about how their lives
take a different turn. Rajesh A Krishnan
directs the movie. Along with this, Ekta
Kapoor and Rhea Kapoor have
produced the movie.She is gearing up for

her next released Do Patti with Kajol. The teaser opens with an aerial view of Manali and Kajol is seen as

a cop riding a bike. Her voice can be heard in the background throughout the video. She is talking about

wrong and right situations in life. Kriti Sanon’s character is also shown as a glamorous one. She is seen in

a grey shade. Looks like it is a murder mystery but still nothing is clear. The film will surely keep you on

the edge of your seat.

i1 #2

Ira Khan Drops UNSEEN Pics From

Her Udaipur Wedding Featuring Cousin
Layn Marie, Latter Reacts; See Here

A o e
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often seen sharing photos and videos which

instantly go viral. Well, recently she got
married to Nupur Shikhare. Well, on
Wednesday Ira treated fans with unseen photos
from her Udaipur wedding. The photos feature
her cousin Zayn Marie and herse. She is seen
posing and making goofy faces.Taking to her
Instagram handle, Ira shared a series of photos.
Ira Khan is dressed in a white gown and posing
as a bride while Zayn Marie stands in the
foreground. Fans are calling it cute. Zayn also
reacted to it and wrote, “hahahahaa”. “What I
mean when I say I’ve got your back,” read the
caption. On Wednesday, Ira also gave a huge
shoutout to her brother Junaid Khan as his
debut film Maharaja Poster was out.

Posting a video from her wedding, Ira Khan
wrote on Instagram, “We wanted to celebrate in
the mountains, with the people we love. And we
did. It was stunning when we were there but we
didn’t realised we were getting married in
Rivendell (@nupur popeye now we have to
watch the third Lord of the Rings) It difficult to
put all the love and feelings of that day into
words. Thankfully, we have this video instead.”

To note, Zayn Marie is the niece of Bollywood
superstar Aamir Khan and the daughter of
veteran filmmaker Mansoor Khan. Zayn has
been featured in Feels Like Ishq, Monica, O My
Darling, and Made In Heaven.Talking about
Maharaja, Junaid Khan’s film will be releasing
on OTT on June 14. Directed by Siddharth P.
Malhotra, the film co-stars Jaideep Ahlawat,
Sharvari Wagh, and Shalini Pandey in pivotal
roles, is said to be inspired by the 1862
Maharaja Libel Case. It revolves around a
religious leader who sued a newspaper for
alleging inappropriate relationships with his
female followers. Junaid portrays a journalist in
the movie. The official Netflix handle shared
the first film’s poster and wrote, “The fight for
the truth between a powerful man and a fearless
journalist. Based on true events, Maharaj is
releasing on June 14 June, only on Netflix!.”

Neena Gupta Reveals About
Losing a Role To Friend
Sunita Rajwar: 'l Feel

Jealous When...

I ra Khan is very active on social media. She is

eena Gupta returns as Manju Devi in the
third season of Amazon Prime Video’s
Panchayat. The actress, reprising her
role as the Pradhan of Phulera village, has
garnered acclaim for her authentic portrayal.
At 64, and actively promoting the series,
Gupta has confessed that despite her
friendships with many senior actors in the
industry, she experiences jealousy when
someone else lands a role she auditioned for or
was considered for.In a recent interview with
India Today, she shared a story about a young
filmmaker who had offered her a role. She
subsequently discovered that the same
filmmaker had contacted actor Sunita Rajwar,
who is a close friend of hers. “I kept wondering
why would she reach out to both of us if she
didn’t want to cast me. Sunita and I are very
good friends but we look so different from
each other, so how can one approach both of us
for the same role? There re no similarities,” she
joked.She also mentioned that she frequently
feels a twinge of jealousy when she loses out
on a project to a contemporary. “There is a bit
of jealousy. I feel jealous when my friends or
contemporaries bag apart and I don’t, bu I also
take itin a good spirit,” she added.
Interestingly, Sunita portrays Kranti Devi in
Panchayat. The actor recently represented her
film, Santosh, in the Un Certain Regard
section at the 77th Cannes Film Festival.
Sunita, who has been in the industry for two
decades, has appeared in films such as Main
Madhuri Dixit Banna Chahti Hoon, Ek Chalis
Ki Last Local, Kedarnath, Stree, Bala, and
Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan. Her
television work includes shows like Jab Love
Hua, Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai, Ramayan,
Hitler Didi, and Santoshi Maa.In an exclusive
conversation with Showsha, Neena Gupta
reminisced about a time when she would
accept roles that were not considered good.
“Need ke hisaab se it (the choice of script) has
changed.
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