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The Bhima Koregaon
saga of injustice

ALPA Shah, whose family hailed from Gujarat, was
raised in Nairobi, where my deceased wife,
Melba, was born and lived till the age of 10. The
Mau Mau movement in Kenya forced many
families of Indian origin to leave that country. The
Menezes of Goa— to which my wife belonged —
was among the few families that returned to India.
They sailed back to Goa, while Alpa emigrated to
England.She studied at Cambridge University
and the London School of Economics, where she
is presently a professor of anthropology. She is
the author of Nightmarch and In the Shadows of
the State. But it is her recent book, The
Incarcerations: Bhima Koregaon and the Search
for Democracy in India, that got me acquainted
with this intrepid warrior for human rights.

Incarcerations was published in March. Alpa has
delved into the personal history of each of the 16
men and women accused of being members of a
banned Maoist organisation that was allegedly
plotting to kill Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The accusation of plotting to kill Modi appears to
have been added for effect. It was not repeated
during the investigations.

Those arrested in the Bhima Koregaon case were a
motley crowd of lawyers, academics, writers,
poets and even balladeers, some not even known
to the others, like Kabir Kala Manch poet Sudhir
Dhawale, singers Ramesh Gaichor, Sagar Gorkhe
and Jyoti Jagtap.Each of them spent many years
in jail without being convicted, without even
being tried! Since they were arrested under the
draconian UAPA (Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act), the process was phased to become the
sentence. Bail is almost impossible to obtain in
UAPA cases. The charges against the Bhima
Koregaon accused have not yet been framed,
though the first arrests were made in 2018. A few
of them are on bail. Some are still in prison. Their
trial is not likely to start anytime in the near future.

‘Bail, not jail’” was the principle laid down by
Justice VR Krishna Iyer, one of the most
respected jurists to have graced the Supreme
Court. His elder brother, VR Laxminarayanan, an
IPS colleague of mine, served in the CBI. The
UAPA was meant to neutralise the ‘mischief” of
that legal principle in cases where the security of
the nation was said to be threatened. But in actual
practice, it has been turned into an instrument of
injustice, confining citizens arrested under that
Act to incarceration without trial for years
together.The 16 incarcerated activists belong to
different communities. There are four Christians
— Fr Stan Swamy (now deceased), a Jesuit priest
born in an affluent landholding family of Tamil
Nadu, Vernon Gonsalves and Arun Ferreira of
Mumbai and Rona Wilson of Kerala. There is one
Muslim, Hany Babu, also from Kerala, and seven
Dalit rights activists — Anand Teltumbde,
married to Rama, granddaughter of Daliticon BR
Ambedkar, Jyoti Jagtap, Sagar Gorkhe, Ramesh
Gaichor, Sudhir Dhawale, Surendra Gadling and
Shoma Sen.The rest were upper-caste Hindus —
Bharadwaj, Mahesh Raut (a forest rights activist
from Gadchiroli), Gautam Navlakha, a human
rights activist whose partner Sabha Husain was a
women’s rights activist, and Varavara Rao, a left-
oriented poet from Hyderabad who had been in
prison earlier for his poems and activities.

Bharadwaj and Fr Swamy were fighting for tribal
rights. Bharadwaj was born in the US to Indian
parents who were academics. She had a US
passport, which she surrendered when she
decided to spend her life with the tribals fighting
for their due by law. She studied at [IT-Kanpur.
Bharadwaj spent three years in jail before being
released by the Bombay High Court. Her only
‘crime’ was taking up the cause of tribals who
were being dispossessed of their land in
Chhattisgarh.Under Fr Swamy’s leadership,
tribals were made aware of their rights in
accordance with the laws in force. These laws
militated against the mining of iron ore and coal in
tribal lands. Many corporate groups were hit by
the objections raised by the Ho tribals of
Jharkhand, prompted by Fr Swamy. He spent a
year in jail and died in judicial custody. Teltumbde
was an engineer who worked for two decades at
Bharat Petroleum before he was appointed CEO
and Managing Director of Petronet India, an oil
and gas production company in the public sector.
Before heretired.

These extreme conditions are part of a broader

Juvenile justice must balance punishment with rehabilitation

on of the strictest measures.
i
(i

The legal framework offers various options for dealing with offenders, including the applicati

IN the aftermath of the May 19 Pune accident, in which two
young bike-borne engineers were fatally hit by a Porsche
car driven by a 17-year-old boy, a web of cover-ups and
misuse of power has emerged, involving politicians,
doctors and law enforcement officials.

The minor had reportedly been drinking at pubs before the
accident. A local MLA is accused of influencing the
investigation and is linked to doctors who allegedly
tampered with the teenager’s blood sample to conceal
alcohol consumption. The Juvenile Justice Board,
particularly its non-judicial member, has faced flak for
initially granting bail to the boy on lenient conditions like
writing an essay. The minor’s father and grandfather have
been accused of wilful neglect and manipulating evidence
and witnesses, including an alleged attempt to coerce their
driver into taking the blame for the mishap. Police
officials have been suspended for mishandling the case.
The lapses on their part include a delayed collection of the
teen’s blood sample and initially pressing less serious
charges.The case underscores the complex interplay of
influence and accountability, highlighting significant
lapses and raising questions about the integrity of not only
the juvenile justice system but the criminal justice system
in general, which can be manipulated by the rich and
powerful. Besides, such cases demonstrate that some
minors display adult-level criminal behaviour.

Heinous crimes, such as rapes, violent assaults and fatal
accidents, being committed by juveniles across the world
highlight this trend. In England and Wales, stop and
searches involving children rose by 13 per cent in one
year, and arrests increased by 9 per cent, pointing to a rise
in youth involvement in serious offences. The reoffending
rate among juveniles in the UK has increased to 32.2 per
cent, suggesting that the current system may not be
addressing the root causes of juvenile delinquency.

In India, according to the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), there was a significant increase in juvenile
crimes, rising by 30 per cent in 2020 compared to the year
before. Most of these offenders were in the 16-18 age
group. Rape and murder were among the offences
committed by them, underlining a worrying trend that has
seen minors commit serious sexual crimes The NCRB
data from 2002 to 2012 shows an increase of 143 per cent
in the number of rapes by juveniles, an 87 per cent rise in
murders and an alarming increase of 500 per cent in
kidnappings of women and girls by minors.

High-profile cases of heinous crimes committed by
underage persons draw media attention and public
scrutiny, shaping perceptions and influencing the debate
on juvenile justice. These cases amplify the public
sentiment and lead to calls for harsher penalties for the
minors behind such serious crimes. The Nirbhaya case
prompted amendments in criminal laws to enhance
penalties for sexual offences. But the changes have not

THE tragic death of a 40-year-old man due to

heatstroke in Delhi underscores the lethal
consequences of the ongoing heatwave. With
temperatures reaching unprecedented levels,
including a questionable 52.9°C in Delhi, the
NCR is grappling with an environmental crisis
with far-reaching impacts. The previous record
was 51°C, clocked by Rajasthan’s Phalodi in
2016. The scorching reality extends to Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan, where the mercury has !
soared alarmingly in the past week. Rohtak |
recording 48.8°C and Chandigarh experiencing |
its hottest day at46°C are some telling examples.

pattern affecting North India. The brutal weather
has forced schools in the region to shut a few days
ahead of the scheduled vacation and raised the risk
of heatstroke for people working outdoors. This is
compounded by a severe water crisis. As temperatures
soar, the demand for water has escalated, but supply

The Delhi statehood demand is part of a sinister agenda which keeps cropping up during t

PUNJAB goes to the polls tomorrow, with four major
parties in the fray. The BJP and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) are in power at the Centre and in the state,
respectively. In the past three decades or so, the Congress
and the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)-BJP alliance have
ruled the state for 15 years each.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, interviewed by this
newspaper, is promoting the BJP’s vision and record of
good governance. Farmers sitting in the searing heat at
the Shambhu border would disagree. He has argued that
the SAD-BJP alliance ended due to a “series of electoral
routs” and the ally’s inability to ‘reform’and move “with
the times”. He has concluded that Punjab is ‘disgusted’
with AAP, ‘disillusioned’ with the Congress and
‘disappointed’ with the SAD.

He is partly right on all counts. The SAD was founded in
1920 after the Jallianwala Bagh massacre to wrest
control of Darbar Sahib and other gurdwaras from the
British or their nominee mahants. Thereafter, the Akali
leadership and the Congress were mostly in alignment
during the freedom struggle. However, before attending
the 1929 Lahore Congress session, the Akalis sought a
commitment that no constitutional arrangement would
be concluded without Sikh concurrence. This was
reiterated before Independence. Although upset over the
Partition on communal lines, the Sikh leadership
rejected negotiations with Muhammad Ali Jinnah for an
autonomous Sikh province within Pakistan.But neither
the Congress in the past nor the BJP now has understood
the Sikhs’ fears over the perceived threat to their
language, religion and identity. This has surfaced
periodically and been mishandled each time. The States’
Reorganisation Act, 1956, reformed the boundaries of
states on a linguistic basis, except those of Punjab. The
Akali Dal’s Punjabi Suba agitation persisted till the
demand was conceded a decade later, albeit with many
issues left unsettled or conditionally resolved.The
decade-long militancy, Operation Blue Star and the
PM’s assassination by her Sikh bodyguards shaped the

addressed the root causes of juvenile delinquency or the
developmental and psychological aspects of juveniles.

Research indicates that public confidence in the justice

system is affected by the perceived leniency in such cases.
APew Research Centre study found that 58 per cent of the
Americans believe that the justice system was too lenient
when it came to juvenile offenders, a concern applicable
to other countries, including India. Although substantial
evidence supports rehabilitation over punishment for
juveniles, the US juvenile justice system often leans
towards stricter penalties in view of public and political
pressure. However, recent reforms and shifts towards
rehabilitation indicate recognition of the need for a
balanced approach that prioritises the wellbeing of young
offenders and takes into consideration their prospects,
according to the Harvard Undergraduate Law Review.A
balanced approach to punishment and rehabilitation is
essential for maintaining public trust in the juvenile
justice system. Transparent and fair handling of cases
involving juveniles is the key. The Juvenile Justice Act
permits the trial of juveniles aged 16-18 as adults for
heinous crimes, provided that their mental capacity to
understand the crime is proven. To ensure swift action and
mitigate public outcry, initial psychological evaluations
could be expedited. This demonstrates the system’s
responsiveness in addressing severe offences.

The legal framework offers various options for dealing with

offenders, including the application of the strictest
measures. For instance, the boy involved in the fatal car
accident should have faced more stringent consequences,

Dera chief’s acquittal

Urbanisation under fire as region sizzles

remains critically inadequate. Residents in some affected
towns and cities are receiving it through tankers, leading
to scenes of desperate residents jostling for water. This

Political wisdom a must to solve Punjab’s problems

Sikh angst. The 1984 mass killings of Sikhs,
especially in Delhi, scarred the Sikh psyche. The £
SAD, under Parkash Singh Badal, by aligning
with the BJP, managed to bridge the communal
divide. After his demise in 2023, the SAD has §
been reduced to a family enterprise with a ==
Panthic veneer. The wooing of Dera Sacha Sauda | 4
head Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh by getting the
Sikh clergy to pardon his blasphemous conduct
was the last straw. The BJP, too, is pampering
him in Haryana, with parole being granted
leniently. Electoral benefit, not Sikh sentiments,
takes precedence.The SAD-BJP romance ended
mainly over differences regarding the handling
of the farmers’ agitation in protest against the
three Central farm laws. The BJP, instead of
addressing the rural distress and the farming
crisis in Punjab and Haryana, is adopting a
divide-and-win policy.t began with former CM
Capt Amarinder Singh and the Dhindsa family
being lured by the BJP. While the Dhindsas reversed
course, Congress leaders like Manpreet Singh Badal and
Sunil Jakhar joined the BJP. Their collective influence,
the BJP’s urban Hindu support and the dera-guided Dalit
vote were expected to enhance the BJP’s political
prospects in Punjab.The latest entrant is former diplomat
Taranjit Singh Sandhu as the BJP’s Amritsar candidate.
The BJP hopes to capitalise on the legacy of his
grandfather Teja Singh Samundri, who died in custody in
1926, resisting British interference in Sikh gurdwara
management. Historically, Punjab has memorialised
martyrs like Samundri, but punished those collaborating
with perceived oppressors.

Amritpal Singh’s sudden ascendance, followed by his
arrest and now his candidature from Khadoor Sahib seat
lead to the question: Is he the inheritor of the Samundri
legacy or is it the grandson?Punjab’s problems are self-
evident, but no party is comprehensively discussing
solutions. They range from debt-caused rural distress,

unsustainable farming, fragmented landholdings,
joblessness, massive youth migration, lack of inbound
investment in sustainable manufacturing, environmental
stress and drug addiction. The export of agricultural or
horticultural produce is a recurrent proposal. However,
no system exists to facilitate it. The talk of reviving trade
routes to Central Asia ignores the BJP’s aggressive
policy on Pakistan.

Simply bringing private entrepreneurs to lift the produce
will create imbalanced profiteering by some in select
districts. [ have known MA Yusuff Ali of the LuLu Group
since his pre-billionaire days in the late 1990s. He is a
shrewd trader, now aiding the BJP electorally by
promising procurement from Punjab.

Punjab needs a cooperative network for food procurement
and export, like the Anand dairy cooperative which
procures, processes and markets produce. They
introduce modern techniques and deliver services that
individual members can neither afford nor manage. The
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such as extended detention, mandatory community
service or strict probation. A recent study published in
Frontiers in Psychology supports this approach, revealing
that despite ongoing brain development, juveniles,
particularly those aged 16-18, often have the cognitive
and moral maturity to grasp the severity of their actions.
This ensures that the punishment is proportionate to the
severity of the crime and addresses public concerns about
leniency.Rehabilitation programmes for juveniles who
commit serious offences should include structured
activities like regimented training, cadet programmes,
firefighting,

civic service corps, agricultural initiatives, sports, and skill
development in construction and trades. These
programmes, encompassing law enforcement training,
emergency skills, community projects and hands-on
public service, not only address behavioural issues but
also prepare the underage offenders for societal
reintegration, ultimately reducing recidivism and
fostering long-term success. By putting in place a
stringent legal framework that ensures swift and
transparent trials and balances justice with rehabilitation,
the system can address both punitive and reformative
needs while reinforcing societal values that discourage
violent behaviour.As Marian Wright Edelman, founder of
the Children’s Defence Fund, stated, “Justice is not cheap.
Justice is not quick. It is not ever finally achieved. It is
hard, continuous work to bring about social change.” This
approach avoids the pitfalls of short-term penal solutions

driven by public pressure

dire situation poses significant public health
risks.The struggle is symptomatic of climatic
shifts affecting urban India. Record-breaking
temperatures, exacerbated by urban heat
islands, highlight the urgent need for
adaptive measures. This phenomenon, in
which urban areas experience significantly
higher temperatures than their rural
surroundings, is driven by factors such as
rampant concrete expansion and dwindling
green spaces. Climate change is intensifying
heatwaves across the globe. Urbanisation,
without adequate planning for climate
resilience, has turned cities into furnaces. The
frequency and severity of heatwaves will
increase, unless comprehensive mitigation
and adaptation strategies are implemented.
The tragic death in Delhi should serve as a
wake-up call for sustained action to protect vulnerable
populations from global warming.

he elections to whip up parochial sentiments.

Abu Dhabi proposal for the India-

UAE Food Sector Corridor was

announced in February 2022,

with an outlay of $7 billion. India

amended the Essential

Commodities Act to allow

‘contract farming’ and supply

chains for export. The UAE

budgeted $2 billion for a food
park to supply onions, rice and
bananas. But the first big
investment is going to Gujarat,

with Madhya Pradesh also a

beneficiary. Why have the

northern states been
ignored?This proposal assumes
the collaboration of the US and

Israel under the four-nation 12U2

format. But Israel’s Gaza

misadventure degrades its
viability as a partner. The same factors also threaten the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor.

The perils of dependence on individual businessmen or a
single export destination are demonstrated by the fate of
Himachal Pradesh’s apple growers. ‘Contract farming’
needs guidelines and oversight to protect farmers.
Punjab requires the political wisdom of Partap Singh
Kairon. During his eight-year tenure, he established
Punjab Agricultural University ahead of the Green
Revolution, anticipating a demand for trained
agricultural scientists.

Punjabis must introspect before voting. Outside the Hindi-
belt states, regional parties have flourished. The SAD
once performed that role. Historically, Punjabis resist
autocracy and reject communalism. Let their instincts
again guide them. This election is to save India, as
envisaged by its founding fathers. Saving Punjab is a
project for after June 4.
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Windfall tax on crude

petroleum cut to Rs
5,200/tonne

NEW DELHI. The government has reduced windfall tax
on domestically-produced crude oil to Rs 5,200 per
tonne from Rs 5,700 with effect from Saturday.

The tax is levied in the form of Special Additional Excise

Top 100 companies to verify market
rumours promptly starting June 1

buyback through book building,

Duty (SAED).SAED on the export of diesel, petrol and
jetfuel or ATF, has been retained at 'nil'.

The new rates are effective from June 1, an official
notification said.India first imposed windfall profit
taxes on July 1, 2022, joining a host of nations that tax
supernormal profits of energy companies.

The tax rates are reviewed every fortnight based on
average oil prices in the previous two weeks.

TCS chairman says Al
empowers employees, boosts
their productivity

BENGALURU. Artificial Intelligence (Al) will
empower every employee to perform at a higher level or
productivity, Tata Sons chairman N Chandrasekaran
said at the group’s IT services arm TCS’ 29th Annual
General Meeting (AGM) held on Friday.“Gen Al will
have a significant impact on nearly every sector and
country in future. All industries will witness higher
productivity. Enterprises have already invested in
cloud, data infrastructure and large processing power
which will aid A/ Gen AI. Gen Al will not only improve
productivity, but also create impact we hitherto have not
seen or imagined,” he added.Tata Group firms are
executing more than 100 GenAl projects. “In the Tata
Group, we are in the midst of executing 100+ Gen Al
projects which are demonstrating tangible business
impact on customer experience, productivity and

efficiency,” he said.In ecommerce, Gen Al is being used
to generate product catalogs, deliver conversational
shopping experience and provide personalised offers.
In manufacturing, Gen Al is enabling shop floor
workers to troubleshoot complex equipment by asking
questions in their native languages, thereby improving
productivity, he added.In FY24, TCS consolidated Al
and cloud expertise with the creation of the AI.Cloud
unit. The IT services firm has upskilled more than 3 lakh
employees on Gen Al technologies and the company’s
products and services are also being enhanced with Al
capabilities.

Bank Holidays In June 2024:
Banks To Remain Closed For
12 Days This Month; Check
Full List

In June 2024, banks across India will observe a total of
12 holidays, according to the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) holiday list. These holidays include state-wise
regional holidays, the second and fourth Saturdays,
and all Sundays. This month is notable for having five
Sundays, contributing to the higher number of bank
holidays.Customers who need to visit bank branches
for services that cannot be conducted online should
plan their visits around these holidays. It’s important to
note the specific state-wise holidays as they can vary.
Checking the state-specific holiday list can help avoid
any inconvenience.

Banks across the country will remain closed on June 17
on the occasion of Bakrid/Eid-ul-Azha. Banks will not
function in Jammu and Srinagar on June 18 as well. In

such a situation, you should immediately complete
your important work related to the bank. So that you
don’thave to face any kind of trouble.

Here is the Full List of Bank Holidays in June 2024

Bank holiday on June 1: The seventh phase of voting for
the Lok Sabha elections is scheduled for June 1 after
six phases were held on April 19, April 26, May 7, May
13, May 20 and May 25. Owing to polling on June 1,
banks in various cities will be closed. For phase 7 of
the Lok Sabha Election 2024, banks will remain closed
in Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, and Chandigarh.

Constituences, where banks will be closed on June 1,
include Nalanda, Patna Sahib, Pataliputra, Arrah,
Buxar, Sasaram, Karakat, Jahanabad, Kangra, Mandi,
Hamirpur, Shimla, Rajmahal, Dumka, Godda,
Mayurbhanj, Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Kendrapara,
Jagatsinghpur, Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Khadoor Sahib,
Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur, Anandpur Sahib, Ludhiana,
Fatehgarh Sahib, Faridkot, Firozpur, Bathinda,
Sangrur, Patiala, Maharajganj, Gorakhpur, Kushi
Nagar, Deoria, Bansgaon, Ghosi, Salempur, Ballia,
Ghazipur, Chandauli, Varanasi, Mirzapur,
Robertsganj, Dum Dum, Barasat, Basirhat, Jaynagar,
Mathurapur, Diamond Harbour, Jadavpur, Kolkata
Dakshin, Kolkata Uttar and Chandigarh.

NEW DELHI.

Sebi through its newly introduced
rumour verification framework has
excluded the price volatility in arriving at
average market price for corporate
actions in a bid to make it fair for all

investors at large.

EW DELHI.The top 100 listed companies
by market capitalization will have to
confirm or deny any market rumour
reported in the mainstream media from
this Saturday.The rule will be applicable
for top 250 companies from December 1.

Under the Sebi's rule, these companies will
have to 'confirm, deny, or clarify any
reported event or information in the
mainstream media that is not general in
nature and that indicates that rumours of
an impending specific material event' are
circulating amongst the investing public
within 24 hours from the reporting of the

Coal stocks sufficient to meet for 19 days needs

“This has heen made
possible by ensuring
smooth and adequate
logistical arrangements for
supply of coal,” the ministry
said in a statement.

Despite high power
demand across the country, coal stocks
are sufficient to meet requirements for
19 days. According to the data from the
Ministry of Coal, coal stocks at thermal
power plants remain above 45 million
tonne (MT), a 30% increase compared
to last year.oal production has grown
by over 8% as against last year. In May
2024, average daily depletion of coal at
thermal power plants was only 10,000
tonne.“This has been made possible by
ensuring smooth and adequate

With 8.2% GDP growth,
India remains top mover

NEW DELHI. India’s economy is
estimated to have grown by 8.2% in
2023-24, led by a solid expansion in
manufacturing and construction
sectors, and a strong push from Jan-
March quarter growth, beating
expectations and laying a robust
foundation for the new govt, which
assumes office this month after the
polls. The strong numbers will help
govt push reforms to sustain rapid
expansion against the backdrop of
global challenges.

Data released by National Statistical
Office (NSO) Friday showed the
economy grew 7.8% in Jan-Mar
quarter, slower than the upwardly
revised 8.6% in Oct-Dec period but
above the 6.2% recorded in fourth
quarter of the previous fiscal year. This
helped push growth to 8.2%, higher
than the second advance estimate of
7.6%. This is higher than most
estimates and above RBI’s 7%
projection.The strong growth numbers
will help India retain the fastest

information.Sebi through its newly
introduced rumour verification
framework has excluded the price
volatility in arriving at average market
price for corporate actions in a bid to
make it fair for all investors at large."The
move would dissuade leaking of
information that would affect the
valuation in the given corporation action.

logistical arrangements for supply of
coal,” the ministry said in a statement.
“The mechanism of a sub-group
comprising representatives from the

Traditionally, coal was transported
only via Paradip Port. Under proper
coordination as per the coal logistics
policy, coal is now being evacuated via
Dhamra and Gangavaram ports as
well. Infra improvements in railway
have contributed to faster movement of
rakes from Son Nagar to Dadri,
resulting in 100% improvement in
turnaround time.

Ministries of Power, Coal, Railways,
and power generating companies is
playing an effective role in maintaining
an efficient supply chain.”The power
demand hitarecord high of250 GW on
Thursday (May 30). This is the highest
power demand met this summer, as per
power ministry data. The previous
peak of 243.27 GW was recorded in

growing major economy tag.The Q4
GDP growth data for 2023-24 shows
robust momentum in our economy
which is poised to further accelerate,”
PM Modi posted on X, asserting this
was “atrailer ofthings to come”.

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman

said many high frequency indicators
indicate the Indian economy continues
to remain resilient and buoyant despite
global challenges. “India’s growth
momentum will continue in the third

As per coal ministry data, stockpiles at

term of Modi-led govt,”
who completed five years as FM on
Friday, wrote on X.The latest growth
numbers come close on the heels of
global ratings agency S&P revising
India’s sovereign rating outlook to
positive from stable citing robust

resilient, backed by strong investment
demand and upbeat business and
consumer sentiments. Strong corporate
and bank balance sheets and govt’s
continued capex push should also help.

This initiative of Sebi would help
strengthen the rumour verification
framework.It would help in achieving a
fair market thereby making it a preferred
market for investors all over the world,"
Makarand M Joshi, founder, MMIJC and
Associates, a corporate compliance firm,
said.While calculating the price for
various corporate actions such as

September 2023. Many states recorded
peak power demand, for instance,
Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra
recorded 28 GW maximum demand on

May 30, Gujarat 24 GW, Tamil Nadu
19 GW recorded maximum demand.

mine pitheads exceed 100 MT,
ensuring ample supplies for power
sector. The ministry said the
Ministry of Railways has ensured a
9% average growth in daily
availability of railway rakes for coal
transportation. Evacuation of coal
via coastal shipping has seen major
growth.

Sitharaman,

growth and improving
quality of govt spending.
The economy, Asia’s third
largest, has recovered
swiftly after Covid-19 led
by robust domestic demand
despite geopolitical
challenges. Recovery in
rural demand and prospects
of a good monsoon augur
well for growth in the
months ahead. Govt
analysis shows domestic
economic activity remains

23

buyback through stock exchange,
qualified institutional placement,
preferential allotment, takeovers, effect
on shares price due to material price
movement and confirmation of reported
event or information can be excluded.It
means that while calculating price for
corporate actions the period during
which material price movement was
seen in the stock due to confirmed
rumours would be excluded.Market
rumours pertaining to a company's
business can create significant volatility
in stock prices, often leading to
transactions that don't reflect a
company's true value.

This market rumours could be related to
anything, including exiting of top
management, cancellation of an order
and financial health."Sebi's framework
addresses this issue by establishing a
mechanism to determine the unaffected
price -- the price of a stock before the
rumour surfaced.This price would be
used for transactions unless the rumour
itself caused.

Jefferies bullish on Adanis

as Group sees rise in profit,
lines up $90 bn capex

NEW DELHI. Gautam Adani-led Adani Group
has received an upgrade by Jefferies as the
conglomerate’s 10 listed firms saw a 55% rise
in profit for the fiscal year ending March 2024.
The Group, recovering from major setback,
caused by Hindenburg Research’s report, is
back to an expansion spree and eyeing a $90
billion capex over next decade.

“During FY24, Adani group EBITDA (for listed
cos) grew 40% YoY to Rs 66,000 crore, with
more than doubling of Adani Power’s EBITDA
on capacity addition, higher volumes, merchant
contribution and lower imported coal prices.
For other group companies, EBITDA growth
was in the range of 16-33%, except Adani
Wilmar which saw a YoY fall,” said Jefferies
report.As per the report, Adani Enterprises’
29% YoY EBITDA growth was led by jump in

new incubating businesses (ANIL/solar,
airports) and IRM trading business. Adani
(Ambuja) Cement’s EBITDA scale up was led
by uptick inunit EBITDA.

Adani Port’s growth was led by 24% growth in
volume; Adani Green: 33% EBITDA growth
was driven by 2.8GW capacity addition and
100bps higher CUF; Adani Energy:
EBITDA driven by new line addition; Adani
Total Gas’27% YoY growth was driven by 15%
volume growth and gross margin expansion
aided by lower gas costs. Adani Wilmar’s
EBITDA fell YoY due to inventory losses (dip
inoil prices) and misalignment of hedges.

Jefferies said the leverage ratio improved to a
multi-year low at group level. Adani’s high debt
levels have always been a point of concern.
“Net debt at the group level (8 firms + debt
related to cement business acquisition)
remained stable at Rs 2.2 lakh cr in FY24 vs Rs

16%

lakh cr. Net debt/EBITDA improved

materially to 3.3x FY24 EBITDA vs 5x YoY.,”
said Jefferies.

Govt's Fy24 deficit falls to 5.6 per cent
against budgeted 5.8 per cent

The government managed to
stay tight fisted when it
comes to revenue
expenditure, which are used
for salary and pension

payments.

NEW DELHI. The central government’s
finances performed better than
expected in 2023-24 as the fiscal deficit
for the year came at 5.6% against the
revised estimate of 5.8%.

The fiscal deficit in value was Rs 16.54
lakh crore against the revised budget
estimate of Rs 17.35 lakh crore. The
lower-than-estimated fiscal deficit was
as a result of better than anticipated
receipts and lower than estimated
revenue spending, and a marginal miss
in the capital expenditure.The net tax
collection (net of states share) at Rs
23.27 lakh crore is same as the revised

budget estimate. However, Gross tax
collections surged 13% during the year
to Rs 34.65 lakh crore during the year
against Rs 30.54 lakh crore in the
previous year driven mainly by strong
growth in personal income tax (25%
YoYgrowth), and Central GST (14%
YoY growth).Personal Income tax
collection crossed Rs 10 lakh crore for
the first time in FY24. Corporate tax
collection during the year increased by
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10.3% to Rs 9.11 lakh crore.The
government managed to stay on course
of a strong capex in the year with Rs 9.5
lakh crore spent on infrastructure
building and asset creation during
FY24. The capex during the year was
28% higher than the previous year.

The government managed to stay tight

fisted when it comes to revenue
expenditure, which are used for salary
and pension payments. The government

NEW DELHI:

spent Rs 34.94 lakh crore in revenue
expenditure during FY24 compared to
Rs 34.54 lakh crore in the previous year.

Experts say with a bumper dividend by

RBYI, the overall fiscal dynamics appear
favourable for FY25. RBI paid a
dividend of Rs 2.11 lakh crore, which is
more than double the amount (Rs 1.02
lakh cr) budgeted for the year.

Amid continued resilience in GST

collections and an unexpectedly large
dividend payout by the RBI, the fiscal
deficit in FY25 is likely to be around
4.9-5.1%, says Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economistat ICRA Ltd.

Core sector output increases 6.2% in

April

Index of eight core
industries grew 6.2% in April, 2024
against 6% in March 2024. The mild
expansion was due to improved
sequential performance of five of the
eight constituents even cement
manufacturing saw a sharp decline of
0.6% in April compared to 10.6% in the
previous month. Coal and crude oil also
saw modest decline during the month.
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L.ast Phase Sees 26.3% Turnout In
57 Lok Sabha Seats Till 11 am

All 13 seats of
Punjab are also on
today's list. The
election 1s expected
to be triangular, with
INDIA allies
Congress and Aam
Aadmi Party having
a "friendly" contest

New Delhi: The long-drawn 7-phase election
in the world's largest democracy -- in which
the BJP is hoping for a historic third term for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi -- comes to a
close today, with voting on 57 seats. The
counting will take place on Tuesday.Of the

57 seats, nine are from West Bengal, 13 from
Uttar Pradesh, eight from Bihar, six from
Odisha, four from Himachal Pradesh, three
from Jharkhand, and the lone seat of Union
Territory Chandigarh.All 13 seats of Punjab
are also on today's list. The election is
expected to be triangular, with INDIA allies
Congress and Aam Aadmi Party having a
"friendly" contest that is expected to split the
non-BJP vote and play into BJP hands.olling
is taking place for the remaining 42
assembly seats and six Lok Sabha seats in
Odisha. The BJP, which has replaced the
Congress as the main Opposition party, is
hoping to orner Naveen Patnaik's Biju
Janata Dal.By-elections are being held on
six assembly seats in Himachal Pradesh,
which will also have a bearing on the
fortunes of the state's Congress government.
All six seats were held by the Congress but
the MLAs had turned rebel and cross-voted
in the Rajya Sabha election, then resigned
and joined the BJP.aranasi, the constituency
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, also

votes today. PM Modi had won the seat first
in 2014. The Congress has fielded Ajai Rai,
who finished third in the two last Lok Sabha
elections.eaders in fray include the BJP's
Union Minister Anurag Thakur, who is
contesting from Hamirpur, junior finance

minister Pankaj Chaudhary from
Maharajganj, actor-turned-politician
Kangana Ranaut, who is contesting against
Congress's Vikramaditya Singh in Mandi,
the other actor-politician Ravi Kishan from
Gorakhpur. NDA leaders like RLM chief

Upendra Kushwaha from Karakat, Apna
Dal (Sonelal)'s Union Minister Anupriya
Patel from Mirzapur are also in fray.

From the Opposition, Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee's nephew and Trinamool
Congress candidate Abhishek Banerjee is
contesting from Diamond Harbour; Misa
Bharti, daughter of Rashtriya Janata Dal
chief Lalu Prasad from Pataliputra, and
Congress's Charanjeet Singh Channi from
Jalandhar.The election will be followed by
exit polls, which have been boycotted by the
Congress. This, the BJP has said, makes it
clear that the Opposition has conceded
defeat.

"I want to tell the Congress party not to run

away, face the defeat and introspect," Union
minister and the BJP's chief strategist Amit
Shah has said.he counting of votes will take
place on June 4. Along with the Lok Sabha
seats, counting will also be held for two state
polls — Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. Votes
for Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim will be
counted on Sunday.

Chennai-Mumbai IndiGo
flight gets bomb threat,
passengers evacuated

New Delhi:After receiving a bomb threat, an IndiGo
flight 6E 5314 operating from Chennai to Mumbai
made an emergency landing at Mumbai Airport.After
landing in Mumbeai, the flight crew followed protocol,
and the aircraft was taken to an isolation bay as per
security agency guidelines."All passengers have safely
disembarked the aircraft. The aircraft is currently
undergoing inspection. Post-completion of all security
checks, the aircraft will be positioned back in the
terminal area," the airlines stated in a statement.

Within a span of a week, this is the second incident of the
bomb threat to an Indigo flight. Earlier on May 28, the
aircraft received a similar threat on a flight from Delhi
to Varanasi.In a similar incident last week, an IndiGo
flight from Delhi to Varanasi received a bomb threat.
Following the threat, the passengers on board were
evacuated via emergency exits at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport. Video clips of the incident
showed how passengers and the flight crew were
exiting the plane through slides with their cabin
baggage in tow.However, as per the safety guidelines,
evacuations need to be completed within 90 seconds.
The passengers are not supposed to take any of their
baggage during an emergency situation.As safety
guidelines were ignored in the Delhi incident, Indigo
derostered two pilots and four cabin members.

Automatic Weather Stations
under scanner after recording
unusual high temperatures

New Delhi: The recent unusual high temperatures from
across the country raised concerns about the accuracy
of data from the Automatic Weather Stations of the
Indian Meteorological Department and other
institutes.A weather station in Maharashtra's Nagpur
recorded a temperature of 56 degrees Celsius on
Friday. Similarly, Delhi's Mungeshpur weather
station recorded a temperature of 52.9 degrees
Celsius on Wednesday.The Indian Meteorological
depatment said that the temperature recorded at the
AWS in Nagpur was wrong, and it was not declared
officially.

In a statement, the weather body said, "On 30th May
PDKV (Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth)
Ramdaspeth (Nagpur City IMD AWS) reported a
maximum temperature of 54.4 degrees C and one
more station in Nagpur reported 52.2 degrees C.

These values are wrong due to failure of the
electronic sensor (As confirmed by IMD,
Pune).""The observations from other AWS and IMD
observatory stations at Nagpur reported a maximum
temperature in the range of 44-45 degrees C. The

Amid water crisis in Delhi,
blame on each other's doorsteps Teuhers Without Dof Approva

NEW DELHI: Chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday appealed to the
Centre and BJP to urge govts of Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana to help Delhi
meet its water demand.Kejriwal said
BJP should shun playing politics and
help the state govt in addressing the
matter.In this scorching heat, the
demand for water has increased a lot.
The water that Delhi used to get from
neighbouring states has also been
reduced. That means the demand has
increased a lot and the supply has
reduced. We all have to solve this
together. I see that BJP colleagues are
protesting against us. This will not
solve the problem," the chief minister
said.e further said that if BJP talks to
its govts in Haryana and UP and gets
some water for Delhi for a month, then
the people of Delhi will greatly
appreciate this step of BJP.On May
30, water minister Atishi wrote to the
Union minister of Jal Shakti, Gajendra

Shekhawat, demanding immediate
intervention on the matter. Atishi
appealed for additional water from the
two neighbouring states.

"Delhi is the capital of India. People
from all parts of the country migrate to
Delhi in search of a better future.
Therefore, it is our collective
responsibility as a nation to ensure
that the people of Delhi get the water
that they need," Atishi said in her letter
to Shekhawat. "Therefore, I am
writing to request you to ensure that
some provision of water is made for
NCT of Delhi, be it from Haryana or
UP or any other state that may be able
to spare water, so that the people of
Delhi don't suffer," she said.She
further said that during her visit to the
Wazirabad barrage, she found that the
water level in the pond was 670.3 feet
as against the normal of 674.50 feet.
"This reduction in water level has a
serious impact on the water

Beer goes bearish in Delhi,
mercury highs in peak

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s temperature has
broken all records this year, but
tipplers’ favourite summer drink —
beer — has failed to cope with the
demand.

Many popular brands of the alcoholic

lakh litres in 2022. The new excise
policy was in place in 2022 and the
retail outlets offered schemes and
discounts on various alcoholic
beverages, resulting in a huge spike in
the sale.

beverage are missing from the shelf Karnataka and Maharashtra sold 1,418

and many liquor shops do not have the
facility to sell chilled beer. According
to industry estimates, other states,
where beer sells in big numbers, have
registered a growth in sale while it has
come down, though marginally, in the
national capital for the second year in
succession.Beer goes bearish, fails to
meet mercury highs in peak summer
According to the estimates, Delhi sold
224 lakh litres of beer — through a
network of nearly 660 liquor stores and
over 950 hotels, bars and restaurants —
till April 30 this year in comparison
with 228 lakh litres during the
corresponding period in 2023 and 369

and 1,049 lakh litres of beer,
respectively, between Jan and April
this year against 1,237 and 1,016 lakh
litre in 2023. Though Delhi is nowhere
close to Maharashtra or Karnataka in
respect of size, population and the
network of liquor shops and bars, the
numbers only show how the alcoholic
beverage registered a growth in other
states.Beer comprises more than one-
third of the total volume of liquor sold
in stores during the peak summer.
Industry insiders, however, said the
potential was much higher, considering
the intense heat and high humidity
levels in Delhi for almost six months of

production capacity of the water
treatment plants in Delhi. If adequate
water is not released by Haryana then
our plants would not be able to
function optimally," she said.The
minister said on Friday that if BJP
wants to support the people of Delhi,
then it should ask Haryana and UP
govts to help Delhi by giving some
extra water for just a month to tide
over the sweltering heat wave."It is
the responsibility of all of us that if
people are troubled in the national
capital, then we should not do dirty
and cheap politics at this time, but
rather do something that gives some
ease and relief.. in this difficult
situation."Neighbours providing their
share, AAP govt’s mismanagement
behind shortage, says SaxenaDelhi
lieutenant governor VK Saxena said
on Friday that the Aam Aadmi Party
govt’s mismanagement had caused
the water shortage in the capital.

fails to meet

SUMmMmer

the year. However, due to the poor
availability of popular brands, people
living in areas closer to Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh prefer to cross the state
border to buy the stock. “That is why
thesale of beer as well as other spirits in
the neighbouring towns registers a
growth of 15-20% annually while it has
come down in Delhi,” said an industry
expert.

Vinod Giri, director general-designate of
Brewers Association of India, agreed
that while the demand for beer had
soared in the blazing Delhi summer,
the supply was not keeping pace,
resulting in the dip in sales below the
2023 levels.

He added that a popular beer brand,
which otherwise sells the most, was not
available in the market and it was
difficult for other suppliers to make up
for the absence of supplies from that
company.

Delhi HC: Aided Minority
Schools Can Appoint Principals,

NEW DELHI: An aided minority institution does
not require any prior permission or approval from
the Directorate of Education (DoE) for the
appointment of principal, teachers or other
employees, the Delhi High Court has held.Justice
C Hari Shankar, in a judgement passed on May 28,
said an aided minority institution has the absolute
right to appoint a person of its choice and the extent
of DoE's regulation is limited to prescribing the
qualifications and experience for posts of principal
and teacher.

The court's order was passed on a petition by the
Delhi Tamil Education Association which runs
seven aided linguistic minority schools in the
capital with 6,879 students.he association,
represented by advocate Romy Chacko,
approached the court alleging that the DoE was not
granting it clearance to fill four vacant posts of
principals and 108 posts of teacher, out of 374
sanctioned posts, and also sought a declaration that
it does not require clearance of the directorate to fill
up the vacant posts.The petitioner pointed out that
Article 30(1) of the Constitution of India
guarantees a minority institution the absolute right
of establishment and administration.Ruling in
favour of the petitioner, the court sid the grant of
aid by the State to the minority institution makes no
"substantial difference" to the legal position which
grants power to such institutions to recruit
employees.The State can, the court said, regulate
the proper utilisation of the aid but it cannot
subjugate the minority educational institution to its
dictates in the matter of appointment of teachers, or
principals.Noting that almost a third of the
sanctioned teacher posts in the association's
schools are yet to be filled up, the bench said the
Delhi School Education Rules related to
recruitment of the head of the school and teacher
envisage inclusion of nominees of DoE in the
selection committee. However, these nominees are
only "advisors" with no power to vote or actually
control the selection of the employee, it added.

"They are, therefore, members of the selection
committee merely in form, not in substance. They
cannot play any part in the selection of either the
teachers or of the principal in the schools run by the
aided minority institution. Effectively, the DoE has
no control over the appointment of teachers or
principals in the aided minority schools run by the
petitioner," the court said."Statutorily, therefore,
the appointment of any employee in an aided
minority school, by the managing committee of the
school, does not require the approval of the DoE,"
itadded.

Pune Porsche Crash Latest Updates: SIT
Arrests Accused Minor's Mother

The mother of Pune
teen involved in the
Porsche crash has

suspicions that the sample might belong
to his mother.Meanwhile, the Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB) has on Friday granted
permission to the police to investigate the
minor allegedly involved in the car crash
in Pune that claimed the lives of two IT

corrective action is being taken by IMD," it said.The
weather office said the nearby functioning AWS at
Central Institute of Cotton Research, Nagpur had
recorded a maximum temperature of 44.0 degrees
Celsius on May 30, 2024.The weather office said
automatic systems may report erroneous readings
due to various reasons such as site conditions,
damage of sensors or protection shields.

"However, IMD staff are trained to detect such
erroneous readings in comparison with many other
Meteorological parameters. Outlier data are also
filtered in the pre-processing stage," the statement
said.Meanwhile, the probe report on the AWS at
Mungeshpur, which had recorded a maximum
temperature of 52.9 degrees Celsius, is still
on.Notably, the IMD has deployed over 800 AWS
have been deployed across the country for weather
observations.

been taken into
custody following the
discovery that the
teenager's blood

professionals. The cops had written to
the authorities to probe the 17-year-
old, who is currently held in an
observation home. The Juvenile
Justice Act mandates that any inquiry
involving a minor must be conducted
inthe presence of their parents.

Sample was substituted According to the police, the teenager

with that of a woman.

New Delhi:Shivani Agarwal, the mother of
the 17-year-old involved in the Pune
Porsche accident case, has been taken
into custody on Saturday. Her arrest
follows the discovery that the teenager's
blood sample, intended for an alcohol test
at Sasson Hospital, had been substituted
with that of a woman. This raised

was driving the luxury car while
intoxicated when it slammed two tech

professionals on a motorbike in |

Kalyani Nagar in the early hours of * h

May 19.

Shailesh Balkawade, additional

Commissioner of Police (crime),

seeking permission to question the minor,
and it allowed the probe.In another
development, retired IAS officer Arun

represents the city's police force.
informed that the JJB heard the plea Expressing distrust in the authorities, he

Bhatia has written to the Chairman of the
Maharashtra Human Rights Commission
(MHRC) asking for the transfer of Pune
Police Commissioner Amitesh Kumar.
Bhatia has called for an investigation into
Kumar's conduct, noting that he

said, "The present Police Commissoner
cannot be relied upon to do this.” Bhatia
has urged an investigation into the

appointment of the Chief Medical

Officer, who was allegedly influenced by

a politician, and has demanded that the

Health Secretary be punished. ollowing

the incident, the accused minor was

released after a few hours and instructed
to write a 300-word essay on road
safety. However, due to a nationwide
outcry, the police approached the JJB
again, which then revised its decision
and placed the teenager in an
observation home until June 5.

The father and grandfather of the teenager
have been arrested and remain in
custody for 14 days on charges of
detaining the family's driver after the
accident, offering him money and gifts
to take the blame and protect the minor,
and threatening him. The police have
also arrted two doctors and a staff

member from Sassoon General Hospital
for allegedly tampering with the
teenager's blood samples to falsely
indicate that he was not intoxicated at the
time of the accident.
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X to hold town hall with Donald
Trump, Elon Musk says ‘will be
interesting’

World. Elon Musk’s social media platform X will stage a
town hall with former US President Donald Trump —
ahead of November 5 presidential elections. This comes
three years after Trump was suspended from the site in
the wake of the Jan. 6 Capitol riots.The social media
giant is also planning a similar town hall with Robert F.
Kennedy, Jr, who is running for president as an
independent.Donald Trump, who was convicted on
Thursday in connection with a hush-money payment to
porn star Stormy Daniels, will answer submitted
questions during the livestream event, which will also be
broadcast in a partnership deal with cable channel
NewsNation.Musk said in a tweet on Friday that the
events "will be interesting," confirming a report on the
matter first made by Axios.Interestingly, US President
Joe Biden was also invited by the social media company
to do a debate or a town hall, but he declined, according
to The Wall Street Journal.The date, location and
moderators for the town halls are yet to be announced.
The moderators will likely include at least one
NewsNation host, alongside other journalists, Axios
reported.Musk, who lifted the ban on Trump's Twitter
account after he acquired the social media platform for
$44 billion in late 2022, has not been shy about voicing
his displeasure with President Biden.

The platform has made several attempts to attract
conservative politicians, hosting, for example, a Q&A
when Florida Governor Ron DeSantis announced he
was running to be the Republican presidential candidate.

Florida deputy who fatally shot

Airman Roger Fortson fired

UPDATED A Florida Panhandle sheriff on Friday fired
a deputy who fatally shot an airman at his home while
holding a handgun pointed to the ground, saying the
deputy’s life was never in danger and he should not
have fired his weapon.Okaloosa County Sheriff Eric
Aden fired Deputy Eddie Duran, who fatally shot
Senior Airman Roger Fortson on May 3 after
responding to a domestic violence call and being
directed to Fortson’s apartment.Duran shot Fortson, 23,
multiple times two seconds after he opened his door.
Fortson was holding his legally owned gun in his right
hand, body camera video shows. It was pointed directly
at the ground. Fortson was Black. Duran, 39, listed
himself as Hispanic on his voter registration. A sheriff’s
internal affairs investigation released Friday
concluded that, “Mr. Fortson did not make any hostile,
attacking movements, and therefore, the former
deputy’s use of deadly force was not objectively
reasonable.” Outside law enforcement experts have
also said that an officer cannot shoot simply because a
possible suspect is simply holding a gun if there is no
threat.“This tragic incident should have never
occurred,” Aden said in the statement. “The objective
facts do not support the use of deadly force as an
appropriate response to Mr. Fortson’s actions. Mr.
Fortson did not commit any crime. By all accounts, he
was an exceptional airman and individual.”No
criminal charges have been filed, but a Florida
Department of Law Enforcement investigation is
ongoing.Duran did not return a voicemail left at a
number listed to him. Email and phone messages
seeking comment from his attorney John Whitaker
were not immediately returned.

According to the internal affairs report, Duran told
investigators that when Fortson opened the door, he
saw aggression in the airman’s eyes. He said he fired
because, “I’'m standing there thinking I’m about to get
shot, I’'m about to die.”* It is him or me at this point and
I need to, I need to act as opposed to react,” he told
investigators.Attorney Ben Crump, who is
representing Fortson’s family, said in a statement that
Duran’s firing “is a step forward, but it is not full justice
for Roger and his family.”*The actions of this deputy
were not just negligent, they were criminal,” Crump
said.

Biden details Israel's Gaza
ceasefire proposal, Hamas
responds positively

World US President Joe Biden on Friday laid out what he
described as a three-phase Israeli proposal for a
ceasefire in Gaza in return for the release of Israeli
hostages, saying "it's time for this war to end" and
winning a positive initial reaction from Hamas.

The first phase involves a six-week ceasefire when Israeli
forces would withdraw from "all populated areas" of
Gaza, some hostages - including the elderly and women
- would be freed in exchange for hundreds of Palestinian
prisoners, Palestinian civilians could return to their
homes in Gaza and 600 trucks a day would bring
humanitarian aid into the devastated enclave.In this
phase, Hamas and Israel would negotiate a permanent
ceasefire that Biden said would last "as long has Hamas
lives up to its commitments." If negotiations took more
than six weeks, the temporary ceasefire would extend
while they continued.In the second phase, Biden said
there would be an exchange for all remaining living
hostages, including male soldiers, Israeli forces would
withdraw from Gaza and the permanent ceasefire would
begin.he third phase would include a major
reconstruction plan for Gaza and the return of the "final
remains" of hostages to their families.It's time for this
war to end and for the day after to begin," said Biden,
who is under election-year pressure to stop the Gaza
conflict, now in its eighth month.amas, which Biden
said received the proposal from Qatar, released a
statement reacting positively.Hamas said it was ready to
engage "positively and in a constructive manner" with
any proposal based on a permanent ceasefire,
withdrawal of Israeli forces, the reconstruction of Gaza,
a return of those displaced, and a "genuine" prisoner
swap deal if Israel "clearly announces commitment to
such deal".Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said he had authorized his
negotiating team to present the deal, "while insisting
that the war will not end until all of'its goals are achieved,
including the return of all our hostages and the
destruction of Hamas' military and governmental
capabilities."Separately, the Israeli military said its
forces have ended operations in north Gaza's Jabalia
area after days of intense fighting, while probing further
into Rafah in south Gaza to target what they say is the
last major Hamas redoubt.The conflict began on Oct. 7
when gunmen led by the Islamist Palestinian group
stormed into southern Israel on motorcycles, paragliders
and four-wheel drive vehicles, killing 1200 people and
abducting more than 250, according to Israeli tallies.

Washington Marian Shields Robinson, the
mother of Michelle Obama who moved
with the first family to the White House
when son-in-law Barack Obama was
elected president, has died. She was 86.

Mrs. Robinson’s death was announced by
Michelle Obama and other family
members in a statement that said “there
was and will be only one Marian
Robinson. In our sadness, we are lifted up
by the extraordinary gift ofher life.”

She was a widow and lifelong Chicago
resident when she moved to the executive
mansion in 2009 to help care for
granddaughters Malia and Sasha. In her
early 70s, Mrs. Robinson initially resisted
the 1dea of starting over in Washington,
and Michelle Obama had to enlist her
brother, Craig, to help persuade their
mother to move.There were many good
and valid reasons that Michelle raised
with me, not the least of which was the
opportunity to continue spending time

with my granddaughters, Malia and Sasha,

and to assist in giving them a sense of
normalcy that is a priority for both of their
parents, as has been from the time Barack
began his political career,” Mrs.
Robinson wrote in the foreword to “A
Game of Character,” amemoir by her son,
formerly the head men’s basketball coach
at Oregon State University.

“My feeling, however, was that I could visit
periodically without actually moving in

and still be there for the
girls,” she said.

Mrs. Robinson wrote that her
son understood why she
wanted to stay in Chicago
but still used a line of «
reasoning on her that she
often used on him and his
sister. He asked her to see
the move as a chance to
grow and try something
new. As a compromise, she
agreed to move, at least
temporarily.Granddaughter
s Malia and Sasha were just
10 and 7, respectively,
when the White House became home in
2009. In Chicago, Mrs. Robinson had
become almost a surrogate parent to the
girls during the 2008 presidential
campaign. She retired from her job as a
bank secretary to help shuttle them
around.At the White House, Mrs.
Robinson provided a reassuring presence
for the girls as their parents settled into
their new roles, and her lack of Secret
Service protection made it possible for
her to accompany them to and from
school daily without fanfare.“I would not
be who I am today without the steady
hand and unconditional love of my
mother, Marian Shields Robinson,”
Michelle Obama wrote in her 2018
memoir, “Becoming.” “She has always

been my rock, allowing me the freedom to
be who I am, while never allowing my
feet to get too far off the ground. Her
boundless love for my girls, and her
willingness to put our needs before her
own, gave me the comfort and confidence
to venture out into the world knowing
they were safe and cherished at
home.”Mrs. Robinson gave a few media
interviews but never to White House
press. Aides guarded her privacy, and, as
result, she enjoyed a level of anonymity
openly envied by the president and first
lady. It allowed her to come and go from
the White House as often as she pleased
on shopping runs around town, to the
president’s box at the Kennedy Center
and for trips to Las Vegas or to visit her
other grandchildren in Portland, Oregon.

Michelle Obama's mother Marian Robinson dies at 86

She attended some White House
events, including concerts, the
annual Easter Egg Roll and National
Christmas Tree lighting, and some
state dinners. White House residency
also opened up the world to Mrs.
Robinson, who had been a widow
for nearly 20 years when she moved
to a room on the third floor of the
White House, one floor above the
first family. She had never traveled
outside the U.S. until she moved to
Washington. Her first flight out of
the country was aboard Air Force
One in 2009 when the Obamas
visited France. She joined the
Obamas on a trip to Russia, Italy and
Ghana later that year, during which she
got to meet Pope Benedict, tour Rome’s
ancient Colosseum and view a former
slave-holding compound on the African
coast. She also accompanied her daughter
and granddaughters on two overseas trips
without the president: to South Africa and
Botswanain2011, and Chinain2014.

Craig Robinson wrote in the memoir that he
and his parents doubted whether his
sister’s relationship with Barack Obama
would last, though Fraser Robinson III
and his wife thought the young lawyer
was a worthy suitor for their daughter,
also a lawyer. Without explanation, Craig
Robinson said his mother gave the
relationship six months.

What's in the new 3-phase Israel
ceasefire proposal Biden announced?

Washington, DC, US President Joe
Biden on Friday laid out a three-phase
ceasefire proposal from Israel to
Palestinian Islamist group Hamas to
end the war in Gaza that has killed tens
of thousands and caused a
humanitarian crisis.The offer calls for
a ceasefire, the release of Israeli
hostages and Palestinian prisoners, and
the reconstruction of Gaza.A senior US
official said the four-and-a-half page
plan had been sent to Hamas for review
on Thursday, and that it was "almost
identical" to a proposal the militant
group had already accepted. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office
said on Friday that it backed the
plan.Here are the three phases as
described by Biden in a speech and by
U.S. officials ata briefing held later.

PHASE ONE: CEASEFIRE, LIMITED
HOSTAGE RELEASE AND
ISRAELIWITHDRAWAL

Biden said the first phase of Israel's offer
would last for six weeks and would
include a "full and complete" ceasefire,
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from
"all populated areas" of Gaza and the
"release of a number of hostages
including women, the elderly, the
wounded in exchange for the release of

hundreds of Palestinian prisoners."
Biden added that in this phase,
Palestinian civilians will return to their
homes and neighbourhoods in all areas
of Gaza, while humanitarian assistance
will increase to 600 trucks carrying aid
into Gaza every day."With a ceasefire,

that aid could be safely and effectively
distributed to all who need it. Hundreds
of thousands of temporary shelters,
including housing units, could be
delivered by the international
community," Biden added, saying the
first phase could begin immediately
after a deal is reached.The first phase
will also include talks between Israel
and Hamas to get to the next stage of
the proposal.

PHASE TWO: RELEASE OF ALL

HOSTAGES, FULL ISRAELI
WITHDRAWAL

Biden called the second phase "a
permanent end to hostilities." However,
he added that the negotiations to arrive
at the second phase could take longer
than six weeks as there were going to
be differences between the two sides.

"Israel will want to make sure its interests
are protected but the proposal says if
the negotiations take longer than six
weeks from phase one, the ceasefire
will still continue for as long as
negotiations continue," Biden said,
which would mark a new development
from previous proposals.e added that
the US, Qatar and Egypt will ensure
that talks continue during this period
until "all agreements are reached" to
start the second phase.The second
phase would see a release of all
remaining hostages who are alive,
including male soldiers, while Israeli
forces will withdraw from Gaza,
according to Biden. He added: "And as
long as Hamas lives up to its
commitments, a temporary ceasefire
will become - in the words of the Israeli
proposal - the cessation of hostilities
permanently."

n

10% of Republicans less likely to vote
for Trump after felony conviction: Report

Washington Ten percent of Republican
registered voters say they are less
likely to vote for Donald Trump
following his felony conviction for
falsifying business records to cover up
a hush money payment to a porn star,
according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll that
closed on Friday.The two-day poll,
conducted in the hours after the
Republican presidential candidate's
conviction by a Manhattan jury on
Thursday, also found that 56% of
Republican registered voters said the
case would have no effect on their vote
and 35% said they were more likely to
support Trump, who has claimed the
charges against him are politically
motivated and has vowed to appeal The
potential loss of a tenth of his party's
voters is more significant for Trump

than the stronger backing of more than
a third of Republicans, since many of
the latter would be likely to vote for
him regardless of the
conviction.Among independent
registered voters, 25% said Trump's
conviction made them less likely to
support him in November, compared to
18% who said they were more likely
and 56% who said the conviction
would have no impact on their
decision.The verdict could shake up
the race between Trump, who was U.S.
president from 2017-2021, and
Democratic President Joe Biden ahead
ofthe Nov. 5 election. U.S. presidential
elections are typically decided by thin
margins in a handful of competitive
swing states, meaning that even small
numbers of voters defecting from their

candidates can have a big
impact.Biden and Trump remain
locked in a tight race, with 41% of
voters saying they would vote for
Biden if the election were held today
and 39% saying they would pick
Trump, according to the poll, which
surveyed 2,556 U.S. adults nationwide.
Biden's marginal lead was within the
online poll's roughly 2 percentage
point margin of error for registered
voters, in line with a Reuters/Ipsos poll
from earlier in the month that showed
Trump and Biden each with 40%
support. In both polls, about one in five
voters said they are undecided, leaning
toward a third-party candidate or might
not vote at all. The election is still more
than five months away, meaning much
could change between now and Nov.

Who plotted to sell Elvis’
Graceland? An identity thief
raises his hand

world. The writer said he was an identity thief
— a ringleader on the dark web, with a
network of “worms” placed throughout the
US. In an email to NYT, he said his ring
preyed on the dead, the unsuspecting and the
elderly, using birth certificates and other
documents.“We figure out how to steal,” he
said. Recently, the writer suggested, the group
had turned its attention to a major target: the
estate of Lisa Marie Presley, which last week
faced a threat that Graceland was about to be
foreclosed on and sold by a mysterious
company, Naussany Investments & Private
Lending LLC. Media outlets often recei ve
unsolicited emails from people who make
outlandish claims. But this email arrived
Friday in response to one sent by NYT to an
email address that Naussany listed in a legal
filing.

In its email, NYT referred to the company’s
claim that Presley had borrowed $3.8 million
from it, using Graceland as collateral. In the
responses, which came from the email address
NYT had written to, the writer described the
foreclosure effort not as a legitimate attempt
to collect on a debt, but as a scam. “I had fun
figuring this one out and it didn’t succeed very
well,” the email writer said. He said he was
based in Nigeria, and his email was written in
Luganda, a Bantu language spoken in Uganda.
But the filing with the email address was
faxed from a number to serve North America.

Since the news broke last week that a company
was trying to sell Graceland — Elvis Presley’s
former home and a beloved tourist attraction
— the Naussany company has been a
persistent puzzle. It is difficult to find any
public records that prove that the company
exists. In Sept, eight months after Lisa Marie
Presley’s death, Naussany said it would agree
to settle what it described as the debt for a
discounted $2.85 million. But the family trust,
now led by Lisa.Marie’s daughter, actress
Riley Keough, did not view the debt as
legitimate. That led Keough to court last week,
declaring in a legal filing that the loan was a
fiction, the company “a false entity” and the
bid to sell Graceland a fraud. At a hearing
Wednesday, the judge blocked any immediate
foreclosure on Graceland, saying he needed to
review more evidence. No one representing
the Naussany company attended the
hearing. When NYT sought clarification on
the issue, the email writer wrote, “You don’t
have to understand.” The writer was only keen
on taking credit. “I am the one who creates
trouble.”

Trump supporters call for rioting, violent
retribution after hush ‘money verdict

New York, Supporters of former US
President Donald Trump, enraged by his
conviction on 34 felony counts by a New
York jury, flooded pro-Trump websites
with calls for riots, revolution and violent
retribution. After Trump became the first
US president to be convicted of a crime,
his supporters responded with dozens of
violent online posts, according to a
Reuters review of comments on three
Trump-aligned websites- the former
president's own Truth Social platform,
Patriots.Win and the Gateway
Pundit.Some called for attacks on jurors,
the execution of the judge, Justice Juan
Merchan, or outright civil war and armed
insurrection.Someone in NY with
nothing to lose needs to take care of
Merchan", wrote one commentator on
Patriots. Win. "Hopefully he gets met with
illegals with a machete", the post said in
reference to illegal immigrants.On
Gateway Pundit, one poster suggested
shooting liberals after the verdict. "Time
to start capping some leftys", said the post.
"This cannot be fixed by voting".

Threats of violence and intimidating
rhetoric soared after Trump lost the 2020
election and falsely claimed the vote was
stolen. As he campaigns for a second
White House term, Trump has baselessly

cast the judges and prosecutors in his
trials as corrupt tools of the Biden
administration, intent on sabotaging his
White House bid. His loyalists have
responded with a campaign of threats and
intimidation targeting judges and court
officials."This was a disgrace, this was a
rigged trial by a conflicted judge who was
corrupt”, Trump told reporters afterwards,
echoing comments he often made during
the trial. A 12-member jury found Trump
guilty on Thursday of falsifying
documents to cover up a payment to
silence a porn star’s account of a sexual
encounter ahead ofthe 2016 election.

Sentencing is set for July 11, days before the
Republican Party is scheduled to formally
nominate Trump for president ahead of
the November 5 election. Trump has
denied wrongdoing and is expected to
appeal. Trump continued his attacks
online after the verdict.n Truth Social, he
called Merchan "HIGHLY
CONFLICTED" and criticised his jury
instructions as unfair.

One commentator responded by posting a
picture of a hangman's platform and a
noose with the caption "TREASONOUS
MOBSTER OF THE JUSTICES
SYSTEM!!"Jacob Ware, a co-author of
the book "God, Guns, and Sedition: Far-

said the

Right Terrorism in America",
violent language used by Trump’s
followers was testament to the former
president’s "ironclad ability to mobilise
more extreme supporters to action, both at

the ballot box and through
violence"."Until and unless he accepts the
process, the extremist reaction to his legal
troubles will be militant", said Ware, a
research fellow at the Council on Foreign
Relations.A spokesperson for Truth
Social said, "It’s hard to believe that
Reuters, once a respected news service,
has fallen so low as to publish such a
manipulative, false, defamatory and
transparently stupid article as this one
purely out of political spite".

All three sites have policies against violent

language, and some of the posts
were later removed.
Representatives of Patriots.Win
and Gateway Pundit did not
immediately return requests for
comment. A Trump spokesperson
also did not respond to an email
seeking comment.

"HANG EVERYONE"

After Thursday's verdict, many of
his supporters also said that his
conviction was proof that the
American political system was
broken, and that only violent action could
save the country.

"1,000,000 men (armed) need to go to
Washington and hang everyone. That's
the only solution", said one poster on
Patriots.win. Another added "Trump
should already know he has an army
willing to fight and die for him if he says
the words...I’ll take up arms ifhe asks".

Other posts specifically urged targeting
Democrats, in some cases suggesting
they be shot. "AMERICA FULLY
DESTROYED BY DEMOCRATS.
LOCK AND LOAD", wrote a
commentator on Gateway Pundit.While
the posts identified by Reuters all called
for violence or insurrection.
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Next Hardik Pandya? Breakthrough
IPL season gives wings to Nitish
Reddy's dreams

New Delhi. It was a dream season for Nitish
Kumar Reddy, in more than one way. The 21-
year-old, in a breakthrough IPL 2024, scored
303 runs and flaunted his bowling skills,
picking up 13 wickets in 13 matches for
runners-up SunRisers. More than the
numbers, it was the learning experience that
seems to have given Nitish wings to dream
big. He was able to pick Pat Cummins and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar's brains about bowling
and gained valuable knowledge about the
importance of taking the game deep from one
of the best finishers going around -- Heinrich
Klaasen.

T20 World Cup 2024: Full Coverage

In an exclusive interview with IndiaToday.in,
Nitish Kumar Reddy spoke about
comparisons to Hardik Pandya, his eye-
catching stint with the SunRisers and his
ambitions to don the India blue in the near
future.Nitish's talent and maturity with the
bat earned him a lot of plaudits in IPL 2024.
In a game against the Rajasthan IPL
franchise, SRH were 2 wickets down inside
the powerplay, Nitish came into bat and
scored 76 not out off just 42 balls. The batter
combined with Travis Head and Heinrich
Klaasen and took SRH to a total of 201 runs,
which proved just enough for the SunRisers
to secure a victory.

It was no surprise when the highly-rated all-
rounder from Visakhapatnam won the
Emerging Player of the Year Award -- a
recognition for his all-round show at 21.

Nitish's IPL heroics have put him in the
assembly line of young Indian stars,
including the likes of Abhishek Sharma and
Riyan Parag, who seem to have earned the
selectors' attention. Nitish's ability to bowl
close to 140 kph and bat at any position in the
middle-order makes him a rare commodity in
Indian cricket. Will India's search to identify
the next Hardik Pandya end with Nitish
Kumar Reddy?

Chris Woakes grieving father’s
death, in prolonged absence

from professional cricket

New Delhi. England all-rounder Chris Woakes
made the shocking revelation of his father’s
death which kept him out of action for the
last three months of professional cricket.
Notably, Woakes was a part of the Punjab
Kings’ squad in the Indian Premier League
2024 having been bought by the franchise for
a whopping INR 4.20 Crore during the mini-
auction in Dubai.However, he didn’t make
any appearance for the team throughout the
season and was further not picked in
England’s squad for the T20 World Cup
2024. The all-rounder finally revealed the
reason behind his absence to his fans on
social media and shared the tragic news of
his father’s demise." The last month has been
the most challenging of my life when
unfortunately my dad passed away at the
beginning of May. I've spent the last few
weeks with the people most important to me,
my family. We're all obviously grieving and
trying to get through what is undoubtedly the
hardest moments in our lives. It's times like
this that perspective is at its greatest,” wrote
Woakes on his X account.The 35-year-old
hoped to return to professional cricket soon
and begin playing for his county
Warwickshire and England again.

"I will be back playing cricket for
Warwickshire, who my Dad loved dearly
when the time is right for me and my family. I
know playing cricket for Warwickshire and
England made my Dad incredibly proud. I
look forward to doing that again in the near
future,” he added.Woakes' last appearance
for EnglandWoakes’ last appearance on the
cricket pitch came during the International
League T20 tournament in the UAE where
he played for Sharjah Warriors. The all-
rounder scored 47 runs and picked nine
wickets during the tournament.

Adam Gilchrist backs minnows
Nepal and Netherlands to make
upsets in 120 World Cup

New Delhi Former Australian cricketer Adam
Gilchrist has backed Nepal and Netherlands
to upset big teams in the T20 World Cup. The
anticipation for the marquee tournament is
an all-time high, which will begin from June
2 in the USA and West Indies. The T20 World
Cup 2024 is set to be the largest edition of the
tournament, featuring 20 teams fighting it
out for the ultimate glory for the very first
time.Gilchrist made a bold prediction that
sides like Nepal and the Netherlands could
take Bangladesh and Sri Lanka by surprise.
The legendary wicketkeeper-batter
mentioned athat the Nepal team under the
captaincy of Rohit Paudel has grown from
strength to strength.

"I think Nepal would be a team that might be

able to fire a shot," Gilchrist told SEN Radio.

"They've got a couple of young players who
have been in all the big leagues for a number
of years now," he said. T20 World Cup,
Group D: PreviewGroup D comprises of
Nepal, Netherlands, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
and South Africa. However, Nepal was dealt
with a major blow as they would miss out on
the services of Sandeep Lamichhane. The
star leg-spinner was denied a visa for the US
for a second time in a row, which led to him
missing out from the team.

Can Netherlands pull-off an upset?

Gilchrist recalled Netherlands pulling off an
upset over South Africa in the T20 World
Cup 2022 and affirmed them as a formidable
opponent."The Dutch always seem to ruffle a
few feathers, they always seem to get under
the skin, and they're drawn in the same pool
as South Africa again. They nailed them in
the T20 World Cup last time in Australia in
Adelaide. So, it might be the Dutch," he said.

120 World Cup: Why England will avoid a repeat
of 2023 disaster in another title defence

. o P50

England will be aiming to
avoid a repeat of the 2023
debacle during the ODI World
Cup as they head to the
Caribbean and the USA for
T20 World Cup 2024. The
English side does have
everything going their way as
they look to defend their
crown.

New Delhi. For England, 2023 was the year
to show their credentials as defending
champions in the ODI World Cup. After
having won the World Cup in front of the
home crowd in 2019, they came in with

Buttler and the England coach
Matthew Mott after the ordeal and they
slowly decided to work on defending
their T20 crown. They faced off
against West Indies in a fiercely
contested S-match T20I series, where
they eventually lost 3-2. However,
there were some good performances,
especially with the bat from the likes of
Phil Saltand others.

Now heading into another big ICC
event, there are many reasons why
England fans can expect their team to
put up a good showing, especially after
watching them beat Pakistan 2-0 in the
4-match series convincingly.

Batters in fine form

We start with the batting and it seems like Jos

Buttler has found the perfect partner for him
in Salt. Last T20 World Cup, it was Alex
Hales who was partnering him. Since then,
Hales has retired from international cricket
and Salt has taken his spot.

almost a similar team under the captaincy of The Lancashire wicket-keeper batter was one

Jos Buttler to the Indian shores. However,
what happened in India was something even
an ardent fan of England couldn't have
envisioned.

England lost 6 out of the 9 matches they
played, including handing a historic win to
Afghanistan. There was severe criticism on

of the stars in the tour of West Indies last
year, where he scored 2 back-to-back T20I
hundreds, which is a rarity. Add to this, his
form in IPL 2024, and England have
someone who could be in the running for
being the highest run-getter in the
tournament.Buttler also seems to have

found his stride during the Pakistan series as
he scored 84 off 51 in the second match. Will
Jacks has been a revelation for the team at
No.3 and the likes of Jonny Bairstow and
Harry Brook will play bigger roles. Once
again, England have a line-up where
everyone can bat till the No.11 spot, which
will be crucial in a big tournament.

Asettled lineup

One of the big things you would notice if you
watched the Pakistan series, it was that
England found the right formula and stuck
by it. The top order seemed to ebb settled
and the lineup contained spin options in the

Cristiano Ronaldo in tears after Al Nassr
lost to Al Hilal in King's Cup final

New Delhi. Cristiano Ronaldo was
left in tears after his side, Al Nassr,
lost to Al Hilal in the King's Cup
final in a penalty shoot-out on May
31st, Friday. Al-Hilal won 5-4 on
penalties to finish the league and
register a cup double after the
match ended 1-1 in Jeddah in
regulation time.Ronaldo seemed
distraught as he laid onto the turf
and cried inconsolably as the
coaching staff and teammates
surrounded him. The five-time
Ballon d“r winner was eventually
led off the field and was spotted
sitting on the sideline before he
came to collect the runners-up
medal. It was a frustrating loss for
Ronaldo, who had joined Al Nassr in
December 2022, as the team finished a
distant second to Al Hilal in the Saudi Pro
League, trailing by 14 points, and were
beaten in the quarter-final of the Asian
Champions League.However, the 39-year-
old set a new league record with 35 goals to
achieve plenty of accolades in his very first

—

full Saudi Pro League season. Despite
Ronaldo's record-shattering performance,
Al-Nassr felt short of the title yet again.

King's Cup Final: As it happened
It was a high-intensity match with 3 red cards

and 2 goals. David Ospine was sent off for
Al Nassr in the 57th minute for handling the
ball outside the area. Further drama

unfolded when Ali Al-
Bulayhi of Al Hilal was
ejected for a headbutt
on Sami-Al-Najei.
Kalidou Koulibaly
followed late on for Al
Hilal as he received his
second yellow card,
reducing the team to 10
players.Aleksandar
Mitrovic provided Al
Hilal an early lead in the
seventh minute before
Aiman Yahya sent the
game to extra time with
an equaliser in the 88th
minute. Ronaldo had
converted his penalty
after both the teams missed their first
chances. Yassine Bounou emerged as the
eventual hero as he saved the final two
penalties from Al Nassr.

The wait for a silverware continues for

Ronaldo as his team, Al Hilal, emerged as
champions despite missing out on the
services of Brazilian forward Neymar.

Jasprit Bumrah reveals "focus on enjoying
game" as his mantra before T20 World Cup

New Delhi. Jasprit Bumrah revealed his
simple philosophy that helped him make a
comeback after suffering a back injury.
Bumrah said that his focus has been on
enjoying the game rather than taking
control of the uncontrollable scenarios.
Bumrah will be a key player for India in
their quest to lift the T20 World Cup as the

tournament begins from June 2 with the ©

USA and West Indies being the co-hosts.
Many experts have touted Bumrah to be the
leading wicket-taker of the tournament as
well.Bumrah stressed on enjoying the game
rather than focusing on the end result, which
helped him come back for India last year.
"Since I have come back from my injury, I
have only focused on enjoying the game as
much as I can," Bumrah added, trying to
focus on the process rather than the
uncertainty surrounding the game," Bumrah
told ICC. T20 World Cup, India vs
Bangladesh: Preview"Because (certain)
things will go my way. (Certain) things will
not go my way."All of these things will be a
part of my process. So I have just realised

that I started playing this sport. Because I
love this sport."And I will focus on that
rather than the end result. So, in that aspect,
youreduce your pressure. And you enjoy the
sport."When you focus on those things.
Rather than the things you cannot control."

Bumrah's epic comeback after injury
Bumrah suffered a back injury in July 2022

after India's 5th Test match against England.
The speedster went onto miss many
important fixtures for India, including the
T20 World Cup 2022.

The 30-year-old made a comeback during the

T201 series against Ireland in August 2023,

where he led the side for the very first
time. He went onto scalp 20 wickets in 11
matches of the ODI World Cup 2023 for
India with an economy below 4.Bumrah
also opened up about how he developed
toe-crushing yorkers during his
childhood with the help of a tennis
ball."So I played a lot of tennis-ball,
rubber-ball cricket when I was growing
up," Bumrah said. "I used to play a lot
with my friends in summer camps. And
on summer vacations. Or whenever you
used to get a lot of time."So when I was a
kid, Tused to think that this is the only way to
get wickets. Because I was a fan of fast
bowling. I was really fascinated by what I
saw on the television."Is it (tennis-ball
cricket) a secret (to bowling yorkers) or not?
I don't know," Bumrah asked."But
repetition surely is. Because I have kept this
delivery. 1 still practice it. 1 keep on
practicing it. Because every skill that you
develop, you have to practice it and make it
stronger. So, I think a combination of both
would be the answer."

form of Adil Rashid, Moeen
Ali, Liam Livingstone and
Jacks, who is pretty handy
with his off-spin. Add to this
Jofra Archer, Chris Jordan
and the fiery Mark Wood and
you have a lineup that can
challenge on all fronts.

The return of Archer

The biggest win for England
fans would be seeing Jofra
Archer back in the mix. It
has been a few years of
agony for the pacer and his
well-wishers as the pacer
struggled for fitness and this
deeply affected them during
the ODI World Cup.

Archer was back and in amongst the wickets
against Pakistan. He will still need time to
adjust back in the game, but England have
the cushion to allow him to come back with
the likes of Sam Curran and Reece Topley
waiting in the wings.

England are in a group with Australia and also
face Namibia, Scotland and Oman. On
paper, it does look like a group they can top
and head into the next round with the top
seeding. If it does happen, Buttler will be
confident his side can defend their crown
and win their 3rd T20 World Cup title.

French Open 2024, Day 7, Order of

Play: When will Sabalenka,
Djokovic and Zverev play?

French Open 2024, Day 7, Order of Play: In no time we
have reached the third round of the French Open this
year. Aryna Sabalenka, Novak Djokovic, Alexander
Iverev and Daniil Medvedev are some of the big players
who are set to take court today.

New Delhi. Day 7 of the Roland Garros will

witness several big names in action on the
clay. In women's singles, Aryna Sabalenka
will face Paula Badosa to continue her 3rd
Grand Slam quest. Meanwhile, Novak
Djokovic, Alexander Zverev and Daniil
Medvedev will feature in the men's
draw.The day promises to be of high-quality
action with a packed schedule as some of the
biggest stars will bid to keep their challenge
alive in Paris.

In the women's singles, World No. 2

Sabalenka will take on Badosa in the third
round on Philippe-Chartier, and fourth seed
Elena Rybakina will face Elise Mertens.
French Open 2024: Full CoverageSabalenka
has looked impressive on the clay so far,
defying all the challenges to power her way
to the third round. Sabalenka, the second
seed, secured her spot in the French Open

third round with a dominant 6-2 , 6-2 victory
over Japanese qualifier Uchijima. Rybakina
faced a stiff challenge as she moved to the
third round by defeating Aranxta Rus 6-3, 6-
4

There were doubts over Djokovic ahead of the

2nd Grand Slam of the year but the Serbian
has made serene progress so far on the Paris
clay. He is yet to drop a set in victories over
Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Roberto
Caraballes Baena. However, he will not be
overlooking Italy's Lorenzo Musetti as the
30th seed is also yet to lose a set.Medvedev
had breezed into the third round of the
French Open as his Serbian opponent,
Kecmanovic, retired from their match due to
injury on Thursday.

KKR’s Vaibhav Arora gets rousing reception
in hometown Ambala after IPL 2024 triumph

«KKR fast bowler Vaibhav
Arora got a rousing
reception in his hometown
Ambala after his team's |PL
2024 triumph. Arora picked

11 wickets from ten matches

in the season for Kolkata.

New Delhi. KKR seamer Vaibhav Arora gota
rousing reception as he returned to his
hometown Ambala after his team’s victory
in the Indian Premier League 2024. Arora
was one of the top performers for his side
during the season as he scalped 11 wickets

from ten matches at an average of 25.09
and an economy of 8.24.

In the final against SRH, the right-arm
seamer got the prized scalp of Travis
Head dismissing him for a golden duck in
just the second over of the match. Head’s
early departure set the tone for Kolkata
for the rest of the game as they went on to
win by eight wickets to clinch their third
IPL trophy.Following KKR’s triumph,
the 26-year-old was welcomed with
garlands and loud cheers on his return to
his home town. In a viral video, Arora can
be seen ambushed by fans requesting for
selfies with the entire town celebrating his
success dancing to the beats of
Dhol.Arora’s best performance of the
season came during his first match against

DC as he where he registered figures of [

3/27 in his four overs. His three-wicket
haul included the big scalp of DC captain

Rishabh Pant. The right-arm seamer further

picked up 2/28 in four overs against CSK
albeitinalosing cause.

Arora dismissed Abhishek Sharma in
Qualifier 1

The 26-year-old picked the big wicket of
Abhishek Sharma during Qualifier 1
against SRH and once again set the tone
with the new ball for his team in the
crucial encounter. Later in the final, he
registered figures of 1/24 in three overs
including the big wicket of Travis
Head.Arora gave great support to
Mitchell Starc who broke the back of
SRH’s famed batting lineup inside the
powerplay by getting rid of Abhishek
Sharma and Rahul Tripathi inside the
powerplay. Courtesy of their combined
bowling effort, SRH were bundled out for
just 113 in the big game.

% In reply, KKR chased down the target in

just 10.3 overs with Venkatesh Iyer top-
scoring with an unbeaten 52* (26). As a
result, Kolkata won the game by eight
wickets and clinched their third IPL trophy.
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Suniel Shetty Is Redefining Salt

And Pepper Trend And We Are
Not Complaining

uniel Shetty has been part of the film
industry for decades. It is no surprise that

he enjoys a massive fan base. The Dance
Deewane 4 judge was recently spotted in the
city by the paps. He was seen exiting a building
and obliging with a fan’s request for a selfie.
The little interaction turned amusing when

Shetty Shetty noticed their matching

Flaunts Her Curves ln BlaCk outfits.Suniel Shetty noticed the fan was

wearing a blue T-shirt that matched his. The

°._.° actor was dressed in a bright blue solid T-shirt

0“0 lnl S e a es 0 unge paired with cream trousers. He highlighted his

salt-and-pepper beard with sunglasses. Fans

P - flooded the comments section with praises and
calledhima“gem”.

Suniel Shetty is set to join forces with Akshay
Kumar and Paresh Rawal in the upcoming film,
Welcome to the Jungle. According to a report
from the Hindustan Times, Shetty will portray a
Don in the movie. A source quoted by the
publication revealed, “A magnificent and
lavish introduction sequence has been planned
by the makers for his character, making it a
grand affair.”

Known for his iconic comedy roles, Shetty’s
return to the genre is eagerly anticipated. The

=,

4
- A_fk

4| - - : actor has already commenced shooting for the
' eha Sharma surely knows how to raise temperatures! The actress, project and is enjoying his time on set with his
known for her impeccable fashion sense, recently made heads industry friends. Further, the report mentioned
turn in her latest social media post. She looked stunning as she that the actor is eager to gauge the audience’s
took a cold plunge in a black swimsuit.She captioned her post, “This response to his character in the film. )
felt amazing...Thank you for the push guys @siddharth kotak = Directed by Ahmed Khan and produced by Firoz
(@aishasharma25 ...#icebath #fitnessjourneybegins” Neha looked A. Nadiadwala, this marks the third installment
stunning in her video and left her friends gasping for breath. Check of the beloved Welcome franchise. The film
out the hot video here: promises a vibrant blend of music, comedy, and
Neha turned 36 on November 21. She rang in her birthday with adventure. The star-studded cast includes

Raveena Tandon, Lara Dutta, Jacqueline

her sister, actress Aisha Sharma, in Dubai. Aisha penned an ) X X
Fernandez, Disha Patani, Arshad Warsi, Paresh

emotional note for her sister. “Birthday posts are the kind

*{ RN of posts people read on social media to try to decipher a anal, JOhSnﬁly Leve% ll{ajgal Yacilav,K Tussl.lhar
. '\ bond. A bond between partners, sisters, friends, Aﬁﬁp(ﬁr’k reyash alpade an rushna
\ whatever it might be. But an Instagram post can 1shek, among others.
h

never truly help anyone understand what the .
bond really is, at least not when it comes to my Thls Actress, Who Made

sister and me. It should be done nonetheless,
so hereitis,” Aisha began her post. d b
/ “You cannot really know Neha unless you really Her BOllyWOO De Ut ln
know Neha. She is as nurturing, empathetic, and .
sensitive as it gets, and she is someone who knows 2023, ls The RlCheSt ln

p how to really love, and in my opinion, the quality of .
"~ , . howoneloves is the greatest quality one can have. Neha South lndla
’ loves and nurtures like no one else. A person with a great,
indomitable spirit and will. Happy Birthday, Neha,” she
added.Neha Sharma has appeared in films such as Crook,
.. Tum Bin, Yamla Pagla Deewana 2, Youngistaan, Kyaa
Super Kool Hain Hum, and Tanhaji, among others. She
was last seen in Jogira Sara Ra Ra alongside
Nawazuddin Siddiqui. The film also featured Sanjay
Mishra and Mahaakshay Chakraborty in key roles.
Neha’s younger sister, Aisha Sharma, is also an

\ y / actress.

anhvi Kapoor

Says Shift In The Way Audience Consume
Cinema 'Forced' Bollywood to 'Recalibrate'

P andemic has forced people in cinema to recalibrate, says actor Janhvi Kapoor, who believes mid-range

movies need more support from producers and audiences. The 27-year-old actor, who features in the - Y

upcoming film “Mr & Mrs Mahi”, said she craves to play characters that are based on a story.“The shift ‘. L)
in the way the audience is consuming cinema post the pandemic has forced us to recalibrate a little bit. It is a

not just all over India, but across the globe
as well. With the release of blockbusters
like Prabhas’ Baahubali franchise, Thalapathy
Vijay and Trisha Krishnan’s Leo, Rajinikanth-
starrer Jailer and SS Rajamouli’s magnum
opus starring Ram Charan and Jr NTR’s RRR,
south films have impressed the global
audience. While it is a known fact that these
actors demand hefty fees, do you know which
actress charges the highest amount in South
India?As per reports, Lady Superstar,
Nayanthara is one of the highest-paid actresses
in South Cinema. She has worked in various
industries like Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam.
Reports claim that the actress is known to
charge Rs 5 to Rs 10 crore for one film, while
Samantha Ruth Prabhu demands between Rs
3.5 crore to Rs 4 crore.
In 2023, Nayanthara marked her smashing debut
in Bollywood opposite Shah Rukh Khan with

S outh films have been making quite a mark

» .S :
-

-

good time,” Janhvi told PTI in an interview.According to the actor, for md-range films to get their due, they i Atlee’s Jawan. The film emerged to be the
need to be incentivised by producers as not all movies need to be tentpole cinema.In the romantic sports . highest-collecting film of the year 2023.
drama “Mr & Mrs Mahi”, she plays the role of Mahima, a doctor, who becomes a cricketer after her husband ‘ Reports suggest that the actress charged Rs 11
Mahendra Rajkummar Rao) spots the cricketing talent in her and encourages her to chase her dream and crore for the action-thriller. Jawan also starred
becomes her coach. actors like Deepika Padukone, Sanya

Sharan Sharma, who directed Janhvi in “Gunjan Saxena: The Kargil Girl”, is also helming this project. “As actors
you crave and itch to do films or tell stories like ‘Mr & Mrs Mahi’, so I hope people lap it up and enjoy it and we get to
make more such films,” she said. Asked whether she worries about the box office performance of her movies, Jahnvi
said every film eventually finds its audience. “Eventually, what’s meant to happen with a film always happens and it
might not be what you expect but it will be what a film deserves. Every film has a destiny. Sometimes you don’t get what
you hope out of a film. I’ve been in many scenarios where I’ve put all my eggs in one basket and I'm like, ‘With this film,
everything will be set’. But sometimes you don’t realise what you need out of it,” she added.

The actor, who is the daughter of late star Sridevi and producer Boney Kapoor, said she is “fortunate” to have had the
opportunity to do great work in Hindi cinema but her effort has always been to do good films and fight the perception that
one has about people of her background.“If there was any obstacle and resistance it would be things like people’s
perception and preconceived notions, and the baggage that one attributes with someone who they think comes from a
place of privilege.

So, (I’'m) encouraging them to unlearn that perception and baggage that they come with. Sometimes, I feel it weighs heavily
on the way they see my work,” she said. With back-to-back failure of big movies, there is a lot of conversation in the
industry about actors’ fee and the cost of their entourage. Asked about it, Janhvi said it can be managed by having a
dialogue with the talent. “Our priority is to make a good film, the best way that it can be made and if something is proving
to be aburden on the producer’s head, I’'m sure we’ll make a concession,” she added.I had two injuries which forced me to
not do anything for three months so that added to the time. It was an overall process of two years.” The actor said it
challenging to learn the nuances of the sport, adding she has learnt to play the cover drive, considered one of the most
graceful shots playable in cricket, well. At the beginning, it took time, but I felt I was making good progress and w
hitting 500 balls a day,” she said.

Malhotra, Priyamani, Riddhi Dogra, Sunil
Grover, Vijay Sethupathi and Sanjay Dutt. The
film collected about Rs 1,160 crore at the box
office. She is an expensive actress and also the
richest actress who reportedly has a net worth
ofaround Rs 183 crore.

Speaking of her personal life, Nayanthara was
born Diana Mariam Kurien in a Christian
family. In2011 she adopted the Hindu religion.
She tied the knot to director Vignesh Shivan in
2022. The couple welcomed twins Uyir and
Ulagam through surrogacy in October 2022
and often shared a few glimpses of her
family.After Jawan, Nayanthara starred in
films like Iraivan and Annapoorani: The
Goddess of Food. She is currently gearing up
to appear in Mannangatti: Since 1960. The
film is written and directed by Dude Vicky.
Apart from this, she also has The Test starring
Siddharth, Trisha Krishnan and R Madhavan
inimportant roles.
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