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Trump’s conviction
thickens the plot

THE United States appeared even more divided
following the conviction of former President and
current presidential candidate Donald Trump on
34 counts of falsifying business records. By
itself, the case was a minor one, but the Trump
team’s decision to contest it in the manner it did
— by deriding the process, attacking the
prosecutors and even the judge — made it
toxic. Trump will now appeal, but this will take
months, if not years, to be processed. If he loses
and the case is overturned later, it will confirm the
views of his supporters that the US judicial
system is broken. On the other hand, if he wins
despite everything, it will reveal just what a bad
state that system is in.

Trump has trashed the judicial process and said
“we’re living in a fascist state.” The trial of “a
very innocent man”, as Trump described himself,
is being described as a sham and he is being
characterised as a ‘political prisoner’. His party
has warned that the US is entering a phase where
all its opponents could also find themselves
facing indictments when the opportunity arises.

The verdict has introduced a volatile and dramatic
element into what was indeed a strange race
between two candidates who have not been
particularly popular among the voters. In old
America, a conviction of a candidate would have
put paid to his or her chances. But this is Trump’s
America and things are panning out differently.
The verdict has actually strengthened the
Republican Party support for him, manifested by
the $52.8 million or so his campaign received
immediately after the verdict.

The Democrats are celebrating the conviction of
the man who is their opponent and currently the
frontrunner. President Biden has been caretul in
commenting on the issue, but he has defended the
judicial system and declared it is “reckless...
dangerous and irresponsible” for anyone to
question the verdict because they don’t like it.

This was no sham trial, even if the issues were
somewhat trivial. The evidence presented
established the crimes committed and also gave
us a glimpse of the sleazy world Trump lives in.
Whatever his supporters may say, he was judged
by a jury of his peers who unanimously and fairly
quickly convicted him on all 34 counts. And this
is only one of the charges he confronts; there are
three more serious ones. But in the minds of the
Republicans, the cases are an outcome of
“weaponising of the judicial system”.

Two of the cases relate to his role in subverting the
2020 elections and the third says that he
deliberately withheld classified documents after
he left the White House. The New York verdict
showed that while a part of the US legal system is
still working, the partisanship of the other parts,
including the US Supreme Court, has ensured
that the other cases will not be tried before the
elections. The only ‘court’ that matters now is the
polling booth. Trump has a fanatical voter base,

which has been galvanised by the verdict, but it
alone cannot win him the election. He needs the
support of people who are less fervent and could
be possibly put off by the conviction. Indeed, the
trial itself has underlined Trump’s weakness —
his erratic behaviour, his scandals and vulgarity.

A YouGov poll conducted immediately after the
verdict found that while 27 per cent said they
were less likely to vote for Trump, 26 per cent
said they were more likely to do so, while 39 per
cent said the verdict would not affect the way they
voted. However, the manner in which the election
is shaping up, even small shifts in support could
make a difference.These are grim signs of the
depth of decay of the US political system, which
is totally divided. With one half of the country not
willing to tolerate the views of the other, we may
well see a large number of Americans vote for
third parties, or even stay away from the polls.

It should be clear by now that Trump is totally unfit
for office. Yet, if he is re-elected, there will be
enormous consequences, not just for his country,
but also the Worlccll, and, of course, India. With the
world being buffeted by the wars in Ukraine and
Gaza and in danger of one in Taiwan, the
leadership role of the US is very significant. For
India, which confronts China, the American
partnership is important for our security.Under
President Biden, the US has enormously
strengthened its Indo-Pacific posture by firming
up alliances not only with South Korea and Japan

Troubled times ahead for the new govt on economic front

The middle class is having to deal with a much higher rate of price rise than what the official retail infl

WHOEVER comes to power in New Delhi is going to have
to deal with a disgruntled middle class. No, I don’t mean
that section of the population that doesn’t make it to the
government’s 5 kg of free rice and wheat. [ am restricting
myself to households that earn at least Rs 1 lakh per
month in one of India’s big cities. Frankly, below that,
you are unlikely to be able to afford much after paying
for your children’s education, parents’ medical bills,
rent, electricity and fuel bills, and food.

Estimates suggest that those who fall between the 95th and
96th percentile of income earners make that much
money. After that, incomes increase gradually, till you
hit the 99.3-99.4th percentile, when your family hits the
Rs 2 lakh/month threshold. This gives your family a
pretty comfortable life. You can buy clothes from Zara,
go to better restaurants, take a home loan and buy a house
in a well-maintained, but not too fancy, condominium,
buy split ACs and take your family on an occasional
holiday to Southeast Asia.Roughly 15 million
households in India fall in this category — those who
have a household income of Rs 1-2 lakh a month. These
would mostly be salaried professionals and owners of
small businesses. A large chunk of them are likely to hold
some technical degree, like BTech, MTech or MBA.
Their children would also have followed in their
footsteps and enrolled themselves for similar
professional degrees.Such people have been in trouble
for several years now. Their earnings have barely kept
pace with rising prices. In many cases, corporate
employers have shrunk the ranks of middle management
and replaced that with automation or third-party
outsourcing. Accountants, HR executives and
administration staff have found tough competition from
big aggregators, who provide these services to large
offices through a combination of software and onsite
services. That has not only reduced job opportunities, but
also affected pay hikes.Now, the children of these
professionals are finding it difficult to get good jobs. The
case in point is the placement record of IITs this year. The

THE BJP-led Centre’s sustained infrastructure
push in Arunachal Pradesh has helped the
party sweep the Assembly elections and retain
power in the border state. The BJP won 46
seats in the 60-member House. The Congress,
with just one seat, was relegated to an abysmal
fifth position. The projects launched or
completed in Arunachal in recent years are
part of a long-term plan to counter China’s
aggressive strategy to develop villages along
the Line of Actual Control. In March, PM
Modi had dedicated the Sela tunnel to the
nation. This border infrastructure project,
which connects Guwahati to the strategic
Tawang sector round the year, is aimed at
facilitating faster movement of troops. It was
Tawang’s Yangtse region where Indian and
Chinese soldiers clashed in December 2022.

However, the saffron party, which has been
making rapid strides in the North-East, was routed in the

Congress’ failure to unite INDIA will cost it dear

The INDIA bloc’s failure to work out a tripartite alliance in Bengal was baffling. Mamata had asked the
Congress to share its quota of seats with the Left parties, but the move was shelved.

THERE are many political lessons to be learnt by both
the victor and the vanquished. It is often said, not
without reason, that whatever you say or write about
India, the opposite can be equally true. Going by the
gist of the exit polls (the actual numbers may vary), the
Narendra Modi-led NDA and a rainbow INDIA bloc
will likely have reasons to respectively, celebrate and
repent.

INDIA did its mathematics well, bringing in an element
of chemistry too, but it failed to stitch up alliances on
the eastern coast. The BJP — having barely 1 per cent

of the vote share in Andhra Pradesh in the 2019 Lok '

Sabha elections — did well to rope in the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and the Jana Sena Party (JSP). On

the other hand, INDIA remained ‘friendless’, even |

though Jagan Mohan Reddy had belonged to the
Congress parivar of yesteryear.A quick recap of the
Congress-Jagan parting is in order. Jagan’s father, YS
Rajasekhara Reddy, was a devout Congress leader and
a Gandhi family favourite since the time of Rajiv

Gandhi. When he died in an air crash, the majority of g

the Congress MLAs in the then undivided Andhra
wanted son Jagan (a Lok Sabha MP then) to take over
as the Chief Minister. This would have been a
democratic move, but the Congress leadership —
known to complicate simple things — crowned K
Rosaiah as CM. Rahul Gandhi, who was the All India
Congress Committee (AICC) general secretary then,
reportedly took a stand against dynasty, pointing out
how the son of an incumbent CM taking his place would
set a wrong precedent.In September 2009, the Congress
was in power in over a dozen states. Earlier this year,
instead of going in for conciliation or overtures, the
Congress leadership propped up Jagan’s sister Sharmila
as the state party chief. As per exit polls, the Congress is
getting 2 per cent of the vote share, just enough to down
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Mamata had asked the Congress to share its quota of
seats with the Left parties, but the move was shelved. In
December last year, Mamata took the lead in pushing for
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge’s name as
INDIA’s prime ministerial candidate. She was backed by
Delhi CM and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal, but the
Congress downplayed the matter. Kharge said: “Let’s
win first, the PM face will be discussed later.”

or demolish Jagan and get the TDP-JSP-BJP the bulk of The Mamata-Congress confrontation is even more

the Lok Sabha seats.

In neighbouring Odisha, a similar story (no seats) is
possibly in store for INDIA — with the BJP walking
away with the majority of the Lok Sabha seats. The
collapse of the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) in the state may or
may not happen, but the INDIA grouping’s failure to
bring the BJD on its side remains glaring. In fact, when
Nitish Kumar was part of INDIA, he went to
Bhubaneswar to initiate talks, but there was no follow-
up. Even more shocking was INDIA’s silence when PM
Modi brought up Naveen Patnaik’s illness and the need

surprising in view of the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader’s emotional bond with Sonia Gandhi. It is said that
when Mamata formed the TMC in 1998, protesting
against then AICC chief Sitaram Kesri, Sonia was
extremely upset.Old-timers recalled how during the
period between the 1997 Christmas and New Year Eve,
Sonia had stayed up at night to bring about a
rapprochement between a haughty Kesri and a rebellious
Mamata. On one occasion, an agitated Mamata was
given an audience at 10, Janpath by Sonia, even though
the latter had retired for the day.

for an investigation while addressing a public meeting. Sybsequently, the ties between Mamata and Sonia showed

Modi’s comment was seen as politically incorrect.

f Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee fails to hold on to the
Bengal bastion in the Lok Sabha polls, she will have
reasons to blame herself. But the INDIA bloc’s failure to

that both may be politicians but not calculating ones.
This was evident in 1999, when Sonia publicly expressed
her emotions during Mamata’s induction into the NDA
regime headed by then PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

work out a tripartite alliance in Bengal was baffling. [n what was obviously a spur-of-the-moment gesture,

reply to an RTI application filed by IIT alumnus Dheeraj
Singh showed that 38 per cent of IIT graduates hadn’t
found jobs this year. And some of those who had been
placed were being offered justCompanies that had
turned up to offer jobs at IIT-Kharagpur were willing to
pay justRs 30,000 a month, less than what an Uber auto
driver would earn in Delhi-NCR. IIMs — which churn
out some of the highest starting pay packages — have
had a tough year too. Offers are down 10-15 per cent and
median salaries are much lower for even the top-ranked
institutes. Anticipating this, [IMs had reached out to their
alumni networks to help with placements. Smaller
business schools have fared even worse. In many cases,
median salaries being offered are betweenRs 40,000 and
Rs 50,000, and the top packages haven’t crossed Rs
1,50,000.These are the créme de la créme of those

Mixed bag for BJP

Wins big in Arunachal, flops in Sikkim

Sikkim Assembly polls. The BJP failed to win any seat,
even though it had 12 members in the outgoing House.

graduating from formerly lucrative professional courses.
Those who opted for liberal arts training are mostly
living at home and continuing to add degrees as they wait
for decent job offers. Anecdotal evidence shows that
most young people are now reconciled to earning less
than their parents did.On the other side, the middle class
is having to deal with a much higher rate of price rise
than what the official retail inflation numbers suggest.
This is because there is a wealth effect at the very top —
the top 0.5 per cent of the Indian households, which have
done extremely well in the past five years. These
extremely affluent people have been able to buy much
more than they did before the Covid-19 pandemic, and
this is showing up in the increased sales of premium cars
and high-end homes.This has had a rub-off effect on the
price of goods and services that the upwardly mobile,

Mamata strode straight towards Sonia, seated in the front
row in the forecourt of the Rashtrapati Bhavan, after
being sworn in. The two hugged each other tightly as a
startled Vajpayee, LK Advani, Pramod Mahajan, Sharad
Pawar and others looked on. And then Sonia did her own
spontaneous bit. “Congratulations,” she said, “but will
you come back?”

Both realised that the invitation was only a gesture, an

impulse of the moment. But a moist-eyed Mamata gently
turned away. Perhaps Sonia was not expecting her to
respond.In the NDA, Mamata repaid Sonia’s gesture by
blocking a proposed legislation that was aimed at barring
persons of foreign origin from holding high offices. The
proposal was made in one of the first Cabinet meetings
convened by Vajpayee after the 1999 General Election.

It is, therefore, surprising that Sonia did not take the lead in

wooing Mamata and working out tripartite seat-sharing
in Bengal that would have given a boost to the
Opposition.A master tactician, Modi made fewer
mistakes. However, his move to bench and control
regional satraps in Rajasthan and elsewhere has shown
chinks in the BJP’s armour. Similarly, the politics of
vendetta, arrests and intimidation resulted in some
parties joining INDIA, even though they owed their
genesis to anti-Congressism or had revolted against the

parent organisation.

The party had drawn a blank in the 2019
Assembly elections as well, but it had
poached 10 MLAs of the Sikkim Democratic
Front and won two bypolls in alliance with
the ruling Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM).
Its decision to part ways with the SKM and go
solo cost it dear. Like in Arunachal, the
Congress was unable to open its account in
Sikkim. The grand old party has been
helplessly seeing its fortunes plummet in
northeastern states.

The BJP and its allies are expected to win the
majority of the Lok Sabha seats in these
states, according to exit polls. The outcome in
Manipur, a BJP-ruled state that has been in
the throes of ethnic violence for the past year,
will be keenly watched. It remains to be seen
if the ‘double-engine’ government’s gross
mishandling of the crisis will prove to be the

all-important factor in the results.

ation numbers suggest

aspirational middle class wants to buy, at least
occasionally. So, all items of discretionary purchase
have become more expensive and have gone out of
reach of the middle-class consumer.This story doesn’t
end here. Even among the top 0.5 per cent of the Indians,
ofroughly 2 million households, half earn less than

Rs 5 lakh a month. Don’t get me wrong. That is a lot of
money in the context of a country where an
overwhelming majority is poor. But, as you climb up the
income ladder over a period of two decades, your
expenditure patterns change. You begin to upgrade
brands — buy the more expensive shower gel and
shampoo, switch to artisanal breads and coffee, spend
on imported cheeses and organic salad leaves. You fly
business class on holidays and stay in better hotels. In
fact, your holiday destinations move from Bangkok to
Barcelona.Even those who earn this kind of big salaries
are now finding it tough to keep up with the Joneses.
This is partly because only those in corporate C-Suites
are getting hefty bonuses and raises, while those right
below them are seeing their pay hikes shrink. So, they
see their bosses buy Rs 6-crore apartments in the tonier
parts of the metros, while they can no longer afford to
keep pace with the sudden jump in the prices of premium
homes.

This is going to show up in the next couple of years as

anger and frustration. Except for the top one million
households and roughly three million people, there is
bound to be a sense of despondency among the richest
Indians.You might ask why they would matter in a
country of 1.4 billion people. That is because they
control the public discourse. They chatter at parties and
turn up at candlelight marches to protest against
unrelated cases of injustice. The media will have to take
up their issues to hold on to readers and eyeballs. And
suddenly, it will snowball into public discontentment.

The UPA-2 had to deal with such a situation within two

years of coming to power. The next government might
face the same fate.
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Gautam Adani, Mukesh
Ambani lose hillions after
worst market crash in 4 years

NEW DELHI. India's richest businessmen Gautam
Adani and Mukesh Ambani, saw a massive decline in
their net worth after the market crash on Tuesday.The
stock market saw a bloodbath on the day of the Lok
Sabha election results after the BJP failed to secure a
majority, contrary to what the exit polls had predicted
earlier. However, the stock market saw a recovery in
early trade on Wednesday with Sensex gaining over
1,000 points and Nifty adding over 500
points.Chairman of the Adani Group, Gautam Adani,
saw his net worth plunge by $24.9 billion in a day. His
net worth stands at $97.5 billion as of Wednesday, as
per the Bloomberg Billionaires Index.Gautam Adani
now ranks 15th on the list of the world's richest. He
holds the position of India's second-richest person
after Mukesh Ambani.Chairman of Reliance Group,
Mukesh Ambani, also saw a decline in his net worth,
with an $8.99 billion fall. His net worth stands at $106
billion and is ranked 11th on the list of the world's
richest.

Bernard Arnault leads the world's richest list with a net
worth of $207 billion. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos is
second on the list with a net worth of $202 billion.

Gold, silver price : Precious
metals record hike on MCX

Re tanks to record low of 83.53;
bond ylelds up 12 bps

MUMBAI. Debt and money markets Following the mayhem in the
followed the drastic decline on Dalal  equities market, the rupee
Street after a surprise lower-than-  droppedto as low as 83.5175
projected numbers for the ruling NDA  against the greenback, its
in this Lok Sabha elections. The rupee ~ weakest since May 15,2024,
tanked near record low of 83.53 against ~ which was it historic worst,
the greenback, down 0.47% from the  versus the previous close of
previous close of 83.14, while the 83.1425. This is also the
benchmark bond yields jumped 12 bps  worst fall for the rupee in
to 7.06%.The equities were the worst ~ overayear.
hit, plunging close to 9% intra-day and Similarly, the benchmark 10- &
recouped towards the end t some extent.  year bond yields rose as ,
The Sensex closed 5.74% down and  much 12 basis points to close |
broader Nifty plummeted 5.96% at  7.06% and ended at 7.0382, £
close as the Narendra Modi-led following its previous close
coalition failed to garner as much seats  at 6.9438, making it the
as it was expected earlier, though the  biggest daily rise in 8§ months
ruling alliance achieved simple for the benchmark bonds as
majority. This is the worst plunge in  vote-counting trends showed that the
over four years for the markets.What  BJP would not win a simple majority on
led to the market mayhem is that exit  its own and that even the NDA alliance
poll projections, all of which gave near  would cobble up a narrower majority,
sweep for Modi going way off the  muchlowerthan expected.

introduce some uncertainty
in policymaking. The
market fears that a thin
majority may force the
government to undertake
more populist measures,
which may impact the fiscal
*  consolidation trajectory.
 Yellow metal shines

| The gold prices jumped Rs
700 for the 22 carat at
66,950 per 10 gram and Rs
760 for the 24 carat at
73,020. In the global
markets, spot gold at
Comex was trading at
$2,335 per ounce, up $15
from the previous close. Gold rose on
Tuesday as disappointing US
manufacturing data raised hopes that
the Federal Reserve will have room to
lower borrowing costs this year, said
Saumil Gandhi, senior analyst of

single-session climb since October 6,
2024. Way below the simple majority,
Modi will be at the mercy of his allies
even for simple majority in the 543-
member house, where the simple floor
majority is 273. Having to depend on

New Delhi Both gold and silver prices recorded a hike
on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Wednesday, June 5, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on
August 5, 2024, stood at Rs 72,202 per 10 grams on
the MCX, after recording a jump of Rs 205 or 0.28 per
cent. The previous close was recorded at Rs 71,997.

Meanwhile, silver futures, maturing on July 5, 2024,
witnessed a hike of Rs 278 or 0.31 per cent and were
retailing at Rs 89,937 per kg on the MCX against the
previous close of Rs 89,659.GOLD, SILVER
PRICES IN MAJOR CITIESThe gold and silver
prices in India depend on several factors, including
the value of the rupee against the dollar. Global
demand also plays a key role in determining the trends
observed in the rate of precious metals.

Reliance Jio’s 56 launch plan
faces criticism from
opposition in Ghana

NEW DELHI. The venture of Reliance Jio, India’s
largest telecom service provider in Ghana, faces
opposition from country’s parliamentary minority,
which has accused the administration of rushing into a
“sweetheart deal.”’As per a report, the National
Democratic Congress (NDC), in a statement, said
Ghanaian government’s plan to launch a 5G network
using a company partnering with the Mukesh Ambani-
led company is a bad deal for the debt-ridden nation,
which needs funds for critical development projects In
May 2024, Ghana signed deals with a Jio subsidiary,
Tech Mahindra and other vendors to build 4G and 5G
infra as the African country aims to enhance its telecom
capabilities.Ghana’s state-backed Next-Gen
Infrastructure Company (NGIC) has partnered with
Jio’s arm Radisys, Tech Mahindra and Nokia to build
the necessary infrastructure for delivering affordable
5G mobile broadband services. The minority caucus
said Ghana could have generated between $400 million
and $500 million upfront if the government had opted
for a formal bidding process.“The NDC caucus in
Parliament holds view that at a time that the country is
in dire need of forex and non-tax revenue, it is
unconscionable that the government will hand over the
precious and highly sought-after 5G spectrum of the
country to a shell company for a pittance,” the caucus
said in the statement.The government has set an
ambitious target to digitally connect the country over
next six years. It has a population of just over 33
million, and three main operators: MTN Ghana, Telecel
Ghana and AT, which changed its name from Airtel Tigo
last year after Bharti Airtel Ltd. and Millicom
International Cellular SA sold their stakes.

Railway stocks take a hit!
Shares plunge up to 33% in
just 2 days on narrow NDA
win

NEW DELHI. Railway stocks today: Railway shares
have plummeted by up to 33% over the past two days, as
the narrow victory of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
alliance has sparked concerns about policy continuity.
Shares of Titagarh Rail Systems have plummeted by
nearly 33% and Ircon International declined by over
26% in the last two days.RailTel Corporation and
IRCTC also saw drops of over 19% in the past two days,
while RITES, IRFC, RVNL, Texmaco Rail Systems,
and Jupiter Wagons faced declines ranging from 18% to
23%. On Wednesday, railway stocks fell by up to 17%.

The election results showed that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) secured 240 seats, which is below the 272
seats required for a simple majority in the 543-member
lower house of parliament. "Despite the reduced
majority, we expect the policy agenda of Modi 2.0
(investment-led growth, capex, infrastructure creation,

manufacturing, etc.) to continue, although with some
tweaks," said Motilal Oswal, a brokerage firm,

actual voting pattern.

The yield also witnessed its biggest

NDA back, but without ‘400 paar’: Should
you hold or sell ‘Modi stocks’

New Delhi The Lok Sabha election
results have unsettled investors on
Dalal Street as the NDA emerged
victorious with a tally of less than 300
— a far cry from the ‘400 paar’
slogan.This has unnerved investors on
Dalal Street and has brought the focus
on ‘Modi stocks’, which are
essentially public sector undertakings
(PSUs) that have been beneficiaries
over the past decade.Following the
weaker-than-expected performance, a
bloodbath was observed on Dalal
Street on Tuesday, with PSU stocks
encountering steep losses.While
Sensex and Nifty rebounded sharply
on Wednesday, market experts expect
conditions to remain volatile in the
near term. So, should this volatility be
acueto sell ‘Modi stocks’?

Analysts have mixed views. While
some expect these stocks to sustain
their rally in the long run, others
highlighted that they could become

Jobs market looks set for stability, growth: Experts £

Puneet Arora, Managing

Partner, Biz Staffing

Comrade Pvt Ltd, said

the future looks bright

for both job seekers and

employers.

BENGALURU. Start-ups and the
job market expect the new government
to provide a more conducive
environment and create more
employment across the country.
Experts said they anticipate a decisive
commitment to formalising the
country’s vast informal workforce.

“The expeditious enactment of labour
codes and strategic measures to bridge
skills-jobs gap are critical. We expect
these actions to catalyze a structured,
equitable labour market, ensuring
sustainable livelihoods and fortifying
the economic framework,” said Kartik
Narayan, CEO Staffing, TeamLease.

vulnerable.

Hold or sell Modi stocks'?

Santosh Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart, said the long-
term outlook remains bullish, adding
that there is a “possibility of short-
term profit booking or consolidation”.

On the other hand, Emkay Global
presents a different perspective for the
short term, anticipating even a market
derating.The brokerage sees PSUs as
one of the most vulnerable sectors,
advising caution and suggesting
staying away from them for now.

This outlook follows a significant blow
to the BSE PSU index, which dropped
by 15% on Tuesday as election results
began to come in. The sell-off affected
various companies, including Rites,
RVNL, PNV, Power Finance Corp,
Nalco, and IRCTC, all losing over
15%.In recent years, PSUs have seen
a remarkable improvement in
performance and this has been

& 1

Puneet Arora, Managing Partner, Biz
Staffing Comrade Pvt Ltd, said the
future looks bright for both job seekers
and employers. “The job market has
been like a rollercoaster with its ups
and downs. But after the recent Lok

Sabha election results, there’s a lot of

talk about the future. With a stable
government and a stronger GDP
forecast, the job market looks set for
stability, maybe even growth,” he said.
Recently, talent platform foundit in its
report said with a 184% increase
compared to the previous year, white-
collar gig jobs have experienced a
significant growth in March 2024.

reflected on the stock markets as well.
With this, the BSE PSU Index has
surged over 140% in the past five
years, delivering multibagger returns.

It may be noted that analysts have

advised traders and investors to
thoroughly evaluate PSU stocks
before investors.Swastika
Investmart’s Meena said it may be
prudent to “exit stocks with low float
where earnings do not justify current
valuations” . However, there are still
promising opportunities within
certain segments that are likely to
continue performing well," added
Meena.Meanwhile, foreign brokerage
firm CLSA noted that despite the rally
in anticipation of election results,
investors could face a reality check in
the coming weeks.

It expects proit-taking among less

patient holders of 'Modi stocks,'
similar to what occurred after the last
two elections.

As a fintech start-up, Bhuvan
Rustagi, co-founder and COO
of Per Annum said they are
expecting the new government
to provide a more conducive
environment for start-ups to
innovate and expand the reach
of financial services to the
masses. He feels that a lot more
has to be done across all
government agencies to ensure
that start-ups can safely and
freely innovate and create
products.

Jaideep Kewalramani, COO & head of

Employability Business, TeamLease
Edtech, said the new government must
make it a priority to capitalize the
trifecta of demographic, digital and Al
dividend. “Creating policy support to
attract investments in R&D to
overcome tech debt in these areas will
be the first order followed by
rejuvenating the higher education
ecosystem. Undergraduates and
working professionals must be
encouraged to acquire work integrated
degrees that will improve know-how
and industry relevance.

allies to form the government could

commodities at HDFC Securities

Sensex rebounds 1,600
pomnts, Nifty surges; FMCG,
auto stocks power rally

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices
surged sharply during intraday trading on
Wednesday, with the S&P BSE Sensex and
NSE Nifty50 gaining over 2% each.The surge
came after the stock markets faced their worst
crash in four years on Tuesday as Dalal Street
investors were disappointed with the Lok
Sabha election results.The Sensex was up
1,651.25 points at 73,730.30 at 11:37 am,
while the Nifty50 jumped 508.40 points to
trade at 22,392.90.Both the stock indices
surged sharply in early trade today. Still, high
selling pressure amid volatility dented gains,
with experts predicting the possibility of
choppy trade in the near term due to the
unexpected results.Even the broader market
indices rose sharply, with strong gains in Nifty
Small- and Mid-cap stocks. This was due to a
sharp decline in volatility as indicated by a

28% drop in India VIX.The gains wer
primarily driven by a stellar surge in FMCG
and auto stocks, while high-weightage banks,
financial services and IT sectors also
contributed to the gains.The top gainers on the
NiftyS0 were Hero MotoCorp, HUL, M&M,
Tata Consumer Products and Asian Paints.On
the other hand, the top losers were L&T,
Grasim, BPCL, Power Grid and SBI.Despite
the ongoing market rally today, stock market
experts have asked investors to remain
cautious.

Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities Ltd, said, "Markets are expected to
remain volatile in the short term, even as the
NDA-led BJPis set to form the government for
the third time, making history.""Given the
known factors, it's advisable to allow some
time for the markets to stabilize following the
unexpected election outcome," Tapse added.

"Traders and investors should be cautious and
consider focusing on defensive and non-
government-driven sectors such as FMCG,
Telecom, and Pharma stocks."

FMCG stocks steal show after results:;
HUL, Britannia among ’ropgumers

FMCG stocks have defied
the market downturn and

registered gains when the

market is mostly trading
in red.a

NEW DELHI. The stock market has been
volatile with the Sensex and Nifty
making some recovery in early trade on
Wednesday after having fallen close to
6% a day before.he Lok Sabha election
results were different to what was

anticipated in the exit polls. It predicted

the BJP-led NDA alliance to secure a

volatility index jumped to its 52-week-

will return to the market soon but

Britannia, and Tata Consumer.
Hindustan Unilever stocks gained
8.56% on Wednesday, trading at R
2,710.10. Similarly, shares of
Britannia were trading at Rs 5,670.15
having gained 6.48%.Nestle India
stocks have also gained 4.95% a day
after the election results, trading at Rs
2,548. Tata Consumer Products
stocks were trading at Rs 1,130.90
with arise 0f4.04%. .A sharp rebound
in the market is unlikely in the near
term, but sectoral preferences might
change. Sectors like FMCG,
healthcare and IT will find increasing
preferences and the momentum plays
will slowdown," said
Vijayakumar.He further added tht one
positive of the sharp market
correction is that the excessive valuations

dominant win, which resulted in a rally a
day before the election results.However,
the election results were nowhere close to
exit poll predictions, which resulted in a
market crash, with the Dalal Street seeing
its worst day in the past 4 years.The
Sensex fell over 6,000 points whereas
Nifty lost close to 2,000 points and the

high.Major stocks such as Adani,
Reliance, SBI, NTPC, etc saw huge
declines with a significant reduction in
their market capitalisation. Investors lost
approximately Rs 30 lakh crore on the
day as the market saw a bloodbath.

"The market will take some time to absorb
the unexpected election results. Stability

volatility will continue till there is clarity
on the cabinet and the key portfolios,"
said Dr V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services.However, defying the market
downturn were FMCG stocks that did not
succumb to the market crash.

These included Hindustan Unilver,

according to an ET report.Motilal Oswal also
commented on the future performance of various
sectors, saying, "Sectors with over-heated valuations
and recent sharp outperformance, such as Industrials,
Railways, Defense, and PSUs, may see more
moderation in valuations before they become attractive
again from arisk-reward perspective.

have moderated a bit and this will
facilitate institutional buying once clarity
emerges on the formation and
composition of the cabinet.

"Investors can start nibbling at high quality
largecaps in IT, financials, auto and
capital goods," he added.
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'Remember How BJP Treated You': Sena (UBT)'s Reminder
to Naidu, Nitish as Uddhav Decides to Skip INDIA Meet

New Delhi: The Shiv Sena (UBT) on
Wednesday asked TDP chief Chandrababu
Naidu and JDU’s Nitish Kumar to
remember how the BJP “treated” them and if
they want to join hands with an “autocrat”.
As things shape up after the Lok Sabha
election results, the support of these two
leaders is key to the formation of the next
NDA government.“Chandrababu Naidu
should remember how the BJP had treated
him. Nitish Kumar should remember what
kind of treatment was meted out to him. Not
a single penny was given by the BJP to
Chandrababu Naidu when he wanted to
develop Amravati as the capital. We are

NDA is also going into a huddle with its
allies for government formation talks. The
former Maharashtra chief minister has
delegated senior leader Sanjay Raut to be
the party’s representative for the opposition
meeting.Raut, who was talking to reporters
earlier, said his party will not oppose if
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi decides to
lead the INDIA bloc government and be the
prime ministerial face. The alliance leaders
will meet in New Delhi on Wednesday t
discuss the further course of action.

He also said Prime Minister Narendra Modi
should accept that he has faced moral defeat
as his party did not get a majority to form the

Uddhav seems to have reinvented

himself as well as his party after
severing ties with old ally BJP and
throwing his lot with the Congress and
NCP. But, is his absence from the
INDIA meeting going to be a subtle

indicator about where his true political |

affiliation lies?

Bal Thackeray’s Shiv Sena, after all, is a

natural as well as the oldest BJP ally
due to their core ideology of Hindutva.
And now that the son has delivered a
competent performance as part of the
INDIA bloc, will he consider a
different path ahead of the Maharashtra
assembly polls?Under his leadership,
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But, a rebellion by his close aide Eknath

hopeful. Everyone should try to form the
government. What is the harm? They were
speaking of BJP ‘400 paar’... Now, they
speak of NDA. Their language has changed.
If needed, Uddhav Thackeray, too, will
come to Delhi,” said Sena leader Arvind
Sawant.Meanwhile, Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray has decided to skip the
all-important INDIA bloc meeting at the
national capital later in the evening. The

"It's Clear There Wasn't
Any Muslim Vote Bank":
Asaduddin Owaisi

Hyderabad: Asaduddin Owaisi, AIMIM chief and
candidate from Hyderabad Lok Sabha seat, expressed
his openness to supporting a prime inisterial candidate
other than Narendra Modi.Mr Owaisi said to ANI, "I
cannot talk about ifs, buts, and possibilities. [ had said
during the elections that if there is a chance that
someone else can become the PM instead of Modi,
then we will support them."Reflecting on the 2024
election results, Mr Owaisi said that the BJP should
not even get this many seats in the 2024 Lok Sabha.

Tt's Clear There Wasn't Any Muslim Vote Bank":
Asaduddin Owaisi

Asaduddin Owaisi got 6,61,981 votes, defeating BJP's
Madhavi Latha who received 3,233,894
votes.Hyderabad: Asaduddin Owaisi, AIMIM chief
and candidate from Hyderabad Lok Sabha seat,
expressed his openness to supporting a prime
ministerial candidate other than Narendra Modi.Mr
Owaisi said to ANI, "I cannot talk about ifs, buts, and
possibilities. I had said during the elections that if
there is a chance that someone else can become the
PM instead of Modi, then we will support them."

Reflecting on the 2024 election results, Mr Owaisi said
that the BJP should not even get this many seats in the
2024 Lok Sabha.The atmosphere that was there in the
country, according to that the BJP should not have got
even these number of seats. If we had done the right
work they would have just got 150 seats. We could
have stopped the BJP from forming the government
and even the public wanted this, but were
unsuccessful. But, at least we cannt be blamed," said
Mr Owaisi."One thing is clear there wasn't any
Muslim vote bank in the country and there never will
be," he added.

Union Minister Smrifi
Irani Trails In Amethi,
Congress Candidate
Leads

New Delhi: Union minister Smriti Irani, who defeated
Congress's Rahul Gandhi in his family bastion five
years ago, met what many would see as a crushing
defeat in one of the key prestige battles in this Lok Sabha
election. Mr Gandhi, meanwhile, won a record victory
in Raebareli, where he chose to take up his mother Sonia
Gandhi's mantle.After the verdict, Ms Irani thanked
those who stood by her."Such is life... A decade of my
life going from one village to another, building lives,
nurturing hope & aspirations, working on infrastructure
- roads, naali, khadanja, bypass, medical college and
more. To those who stood by me through loss and
victory, I am forever grateful. To those celebrating
today, congratulations. And to those asking, 'How's the
josh?' I'say-it's still high, Sir," she wrote on X.

In April, Ms Irani had scoffed at the prospect of facing
Rahul Gandhi or his sister, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, from
Amethi, saying "whoever comes will be defeated
surely".

But neither of them were her opponent this time. KL
Sharma, a Gandhi family loyalist, is a first-time
contestant. But he won the battle in Amethi with more
than 1.6 lakh votes over Ms Irani — three times her
margin over Mr Gandhi in 2019. He has already
dedicated the coming victory to the Gandhis. What Mr
Sharma has in an in-depth knowledge of both
constituencies -- far more than Ms Irani. As the
representative of the Gandhi family in the two Uttar
Pradesh bastions for decades, Mr Sharma also has a
better ground connect with party worke and the people.

Giving her endorsement to the party choice, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, while campaigning for Mr Sharma in
Amethi, had said, "He (Sharma) has been associated
with Amethi for the last 40 years. He was associated
with my father (Rajiv Gandhi) here. He also worked
with my mother (Sonia Gandhi) and my elder brother
Rahul Gandhi. He has dedicated his entire life to
Amethi". The result in Amethi is expected to vindicate
the Congress, which was smarting from the BJP victory
of five years ago, when Rahul Gandhi lost to Ms Irani
after representing Amethi for three terms.

government and that the Modi brand is now
finished. “Chandrababu and Nitish Kumar
have to decide whether they want to go with
an autocrat and work in a democratic
system. I don’t think they will go with an
autocrat,” Raut said. “Modi ji is not forming
a government for the third time.”

WHAT DOES UDDHAV’S ABSENCE
FROM THE INDIA BLOC MEETING
MEAN?

however, the Sena has transformed from an
aggressive party espousing Hindutva into a
liberal political outfit wooing Muslims,
Dalits and non-Maharashtrians. During his
two-and-a-half-year stint in the state’s top
job, his detractors mocked him as a “work
from home” CM, but he succeeded in
connecting with the people through

Facebook live sessions during Covid.

"Proud To Be Your Sister

Shinde in June 2022 shook Uddhav and his
party to the core. He announced his
resignation in another Facebook live session
without facing a trust vote in the assembly, a
decision that drew massive criticism. But,
after losing the post, and also the party name
and electoral symbol (which were awarded
to the Shinde-led faction), Thackeray
bounced back, capitalising on a sympathy

": Priyanka

Gandhi's Post For Rahul After Results

New Delhi: Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has put out
an emotional post for brother
Rahul Gandhi, praising his role in
the party's stellar show in this Lok
Sabha election and saying that she
is a proud sister. The appreciation
post comes a day after Mr Gandhi
told the media that his sister played
a key role in the party's good
showing in Uttar Pradesh.

"You kept standing, no matter what
they said and did to you...you
never backed down whatever the
odds, never stopped believing
however much they doubted your
conviction, you never stopped
fighting for the truth despite the
overwhelming propaganda of lies
they spread, and you never allowed
anger and hatred to overcome you,
even when they gifted it to you every
day. You fought with love, truth and
kindness in your heart. Those who

~
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could not see you, see you now, but
some of us have always seen and
known you to be the bravest of all.
@RahulGandhi, [ am proud to be your
sister," Ms Gandhi Vadra said in a post
on X.Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and the Gandhi siblings have
led the party to its best Lok Sabha
polls performance in a decade. The
party won 99 seats this time - a big
jump fromits 2019 tally of 52. And the
INDIA bloc, which the Congress is a

part of, defied all exit polls to
reach a count of 232, denying a
majority to the BJP on its own.
‘W Addressing the media as the
results became clear, Congress
president Kharge said Mr
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra
formed the foundation of the
party's campaign.Priyanka
Gandhi, on the other hand,
played a key role in countering
verbal attacks by BJP leaders,
including the Prime Minister.
She also led the party's campaign in
two prestige seats in Uttar Pradesh -
Amethi and Raebareli. While the
Congress's KL Sharma managed to
wrest Amethi, which it lost to BJP's
Smriti Irani last time, Mr Gandhi won
Raebareli by 3.9 lakh votes.During
the press meet yesterday, Mr Gandhi
mentioned her sister's role. "In Uttar
Pradesh, my sister Priyanka had a big
role," he said.

"Will Decide On PM Candidate”: Uddhav
Thackeray Ahead Of INDIA Bloc Meet

Mumbai: Former Maharashtra Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray on Tuesday
informed that the Opposition INDIA
bloc would decide on its Prime
Minister candidate today adding that
the alliance was formed to end the
dictatorship in the country and save the
Constitution.

He also accused the BJP government of
harassing Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
chief N Chandrababu Naidu, ahead ofa
scheduled meeting of the INDIA
alliance on Wednesday."The day our
INDIA alliance was formed, we had
decided that we wanted to end the
dictatorship in the country and save the
Constitution.

We will decide on the PM candidate
tomorrow. All patriots and all people
who are harassed by them (BJP) will
come with us. Chandrababu has also

been harassed by the BJP govt," Mr
Thackeray said.

His statement comes after the
Maharashtra battle saw a tight contest
in many seats with BJP facing
unexpected losses in Maharashtra,
winning only 17 seats despite
expecting over 45, and Congress
having a remarkable renaissance to
emerge as the single-largest party in the
State by leading on 13 constituencies.

Echoing his sentiments, Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Aaditya Thackeray
highlighted the alliance's success
stating that anti-constitutional forces
and anti-democratic forces have no
placein India.

"INDIA alliance has performed really
well in Maharashtra and across the
nation. We have shown that arrogance
has no place in India. Anti-
constitutional forces, anti-democratic

forces have no place in India," Aaditya
Thackeray said.

Anil Desai, the Uddhav Thackeray
faction candidate from the Mumbai
South Central Lok Sabha
Constituency, added, "You have the
figures in front of you. It was the will of
the people which came
today."According to the Election
Commission, in Maharashtra, the BJP
has won eight seats and is leading on
two.

Congress has secured the win on six seats
and is leading on seven as per the latest
ECI data.Shiv Sena (UBT) has also
won six seats and leads on three seats.
NCP (Sharad Pawar) has won two seats
and leads on five seats while his
nephew Ajit Pawar's NCP faction has
managed to win only one seat. Eknath
Shinde's Shiv Sena has won six seats
and currently leads on one seat.

wave.He emerged as the face of the
opposition’s Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA), which also includes the
Congress and Sharad Pawar-led NCP.
Once criticised for not stepping out of his
house in Mumbai’s Bandra area, he criss-
crossed the state in the run-up to the Lok
Sabha elections, and his rallies attracted
huge crowds.In the seat-sharing deal
with the allies, he had his way and got the
largest chunk of 21 out of 48 seats in
Mabharashtra, and he has now managed to
win three of the four seats in Mumbai but
lost Raigad, Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg,
Thane and Kalyan. In Mumbai, he
proved the party cadre was still with him
but the same could not be said of the rest of
the Konkan region.The MVA on Tuesday
won 30 out of the 48 Lok Sabha seats in
Maharashtra. The Congress won 13 seats, a
quantum jump from the solitary seat it won
in the state in 2019, while the Shiv Sena
(UBT) won nine and NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) got eight seats. The BJP and allies
got 17 seats.

"In NDA, Going For Meeting":
Chandrababu Naidu Amid
INDIA Buzz

New Delhi: Telugu Desam Party boss N
Chandrababu Naidu - who pulled off stunning
wins in the Andhra Pradesh Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections - underlined his support
Wednesday morning for the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance that is expected to form the
next union government.Mr Naidu's remark
comes amid talk the opposition INDIA bloc,
which is only 40 seats shy of majority after a
stronger showing than most people predicted,
could make a late approach for an alliance.But
the incoming Chief Minister, in Delhi today to
attend a meeting of NDA partners, appeared
unwilling, at least publicly yet, to play ball, and
told reporters, "I'm in the NDA and am going for
the meeting..."

Senior leaders of the BJP-led coalition will go into
a huddle in the national capital today to review
election results and discuss the details and
minutiae of government formation, sources said.

Sources, though, told NDTV the veteran politician
- aware of his importance to the BJP - does have
demands of his ally - the Lok Sabha Speaker's
seat and a minister's post for every three MPs.Mr
Naidu's party swept the Assembly election with
135 of 175 seats and he is set to return as chief
minister for a fourth time. More significantly,
perhaps the TDP also won 16 of 28 Lok Sabha
seats.The TDP's state-level ally - actor-politician
Pawan Kalyan's Jana Sena - picked up two Lok
Sabha seats and 21 Assembly constituencies. Mr
Kalyan will also be part of the meeting in Delhi
today.Mr Naidu hailed the historic result and
thanked the voters of Andhra Pradesh and lost no
time in taking a jab at the outgoing YSR Congress
Party, declaring, "In my long political career, |
have never seen a government like that in the past
five years. We witnessed how they troubled all
constitutional systems."

The results mean the TDP (and, to an extent, the
Jana Sena) has emerged as a potential kingmaker
after the BJP's grand 'abki baar, 400 paar' plans
were thwarted by a resurgent opposition, which
has slashed the ruling party's advantage in key
states, including Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, and
MaharashtraThe TDP's 16 Lok Sabha seats are
key because the BJP - contrary to exit polls -
failed to cross the majority mark of 272, and now
requires active backing from NDA partners to
form the government, or risk conceding ground
to the INDIA bloc despite being the single-largest

party.

Smriti Irani To Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
Union Ministers Who Lost 2024 Polls

Smriti Irani, who had
famously defeated
Rahul Gandhi in 2019,
lost to Congress
candidate Kishori Lal
Sharma by a margin of
1,67,196 votes in UP's
Amethi.

New Delhi: BJP heavyweights Smriti Irani,
Arjun Munda and Ajay Mishra Teni,
among others, were unseated in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. These losses,
particularly in the Hindi heartland, have
forced the BJP to lean on its NDA partners
to form the government. This marks a
deviation from the sweeping mandates of
2014 and 2019, when the BJP garnered
282 and 303 seats respectively, achieving

a majority on its own.The Election
Commission of India has declared the
results for 542 out of the 543 Lok Sabha
constituencies so far. The BJP has
secured 240 seats, while the Indian
National Congress trails with 9.

The Ones Who Lost

Smriti Irani: One of the most high-profile
defeats was that of Smriti Irani in
Amethi. Ms Irani, who had famously
defeated Rahul Gandhi in 2019, lost to
Congress candidate Kishori Lal Sharma
by a margin of 1,67,196 votes. This
defeat marked the end of an era in
Amethi, which had briefly been a BJP
bastion under Ms Irani's
stewardship.Ajay Mishra Teni: The
Union Minister of State for Home Affairs,
embroiled in the controversial Lakhimpur
Kheri incident, was defeated by the
Samajwadi Party's Utkarsh Verma by over
34,329 votes.

Arjun Munda: The Union Tribal Affairs
Minister faced a crushing defeat in
Jharkhand's Khunti constituency, losing
to Congress candidate Kalicharan Munda

by 1,49,675 votes.

Chandrasekhar:

over 16,077 votes.

Kailash Choudhary: In Rajasthan's Barmer,
Minister of State for Agriculture and Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, the Union Minister
Farmers' Welfare, Kailash Choudhary,
finished third, trailing by 4.48 lakh votes
behind the victorious Ummeda Ram
Beniwal of the Congress.Rajeev

In Kerala's

Thiruvananthapuram, the Union Minister

of State for Electronics and Information

Technology, Rajeev Chandrasekhar, lost

to Congress stalwart Shashi Tharoor by

The BJP's setbacks weren't limited to these
prominent figures. Ministers such as

Mahendra Nath Pandey, Kaushal
Kishore, Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Sanjeev
Balyan, Rao Saheb Danve, RK Singh, V
Muraleedharan, L Murugan, Subhas
Sarkar and Nishith Pramanik also faced
defeats in the polls.Mahendra Nath
Pandey, the Union Minister of Heavy
Industries lost his Chandauli seat in
Uttar Pradesh. Minister of State for
Housing and Urban Affairs, Kaushal
Kishore lost against Samajwadi Party's
RK Chaudhary by 70,292 votes in
Mohanlalgan;.

of State for Consumer Affairs, Food, and
Public Distribution, lost in UP's Fatehpur.
Rao Saheb Danve, the Minister of State
for Railways, lost the Jalna seat in
Maharashtra to Congress' Kalyan
Vaijnath Rao Kale. Cabinet Minister Rk
Singh lost to CPI(ML)'s Sudama Prasad
from Bihar's Arrah.nion Minister Sanjeev
Balyan was defeated in the Muzaffarnagar
Lok Sabha seat by Samajwadi Party's
Harendra Singh Malik by a margin of over
24,000 votes.
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Joe Biden rolls out order to

bar migrants from asylum at
US-Mexico border

The law firm

Columbia University settles lawsuit with a

New York. Columbia University has
agreed to take additional steps to

Jewish student over campus safety

separate themselves from
companies advancing Israel’s

representing make its students feel secure on military efforts in Gaza and in some

the Jewish campus under a settlement reached cases from Israel itself. A legal

e Tuesday with a Jewish student who group representing pro-Palestinian

student in the had sought a court order requiring students has urged the U.S.

lawsuit. filed the Ivy League school prpvide safe Department .of Educ_ation’s . civil

- access to the campus amid protests rights office to investigate

as a class over the Israel-Hamas war. Columbia’s compliance with the

action The law firm representing the plaintiff (;,livilhRig}gs Act of (11964 f(zlr 1how

: in the lawsuit, filed as a class action they have been treated.Jay Edelson,

mm’ complaint, called the settlement a an attorney for the Jewish student

called the “first-of-its-kind agreement to plaintiff, said the negotiated

settlement a protect Jewish students from settlement represents “a return to

Washington . President Joe Biden on Tuesday unveiled W extreme on-campus Gaza war pr basic, shared principles Pf safety 01’}
plans to enact immediate significant restrictions on _first-or-its- otestors.” Under the agreement, . campus for all Columbla”students

migrants secking asylum at the US-Mexico borderas the | kind Columbia must create anew pointof  campus to complete assignments or  has already taken to ensure student ifter extreme protesters” chose to

White House tries to neutralise immigration as a | aareement to contact — a Safe Passage Liaison -~ exams, among other provisions.“We  safety on campus, including some ~ “push their Jewish peers off campus

political liability ahead of the November elections. The —g— for students worried for their safety.  are pleased we’vebeenabletocome  controversial ones, such as with threats and intimidation.”The

White House detailed the long-anticipated presidential protect Jewish The liaison will handle student to a resolution and remain authorizing the New York Police agree‘:‘ment.also states that Columbia

proclamation signed by Biden, which would bar | students from safety concerns and coordinate any ~ committed to our number one Department to clear the university’s will “continue to work to facilitate

migrants from being granted asylum when US officials
deem that the southern border is overwhelmed. The
Democratic president has contemplated unilateral action
for months, especially after the collapse of a bipartisan
border security deal in Congress that most Republican
lawmakers rejected at the behest of Donald Trump, the
presumptive GOP presidential nominee.

The order will go into effect when the number of border
encounters between ports of entry hits 2,500 per day,
according to senior administration officials. That means
Biden’s order should go into effect immediately,
because that figure is higher than the daily averages now.
The restrictions would be in effect until two weeks after
the daily encounter numbers are at or below 1,500 per
day between ports of entry, under a seven-day average.
Those figures were first reported by The Associated
Press on Monday.

Once this order is in effect, migrants who arrive at the
border but do not express fear of returning to their home
countries will be subject to immediate removal from the
United States, within a matter of days or even hours.
Those migrants would face punishments that could
include a five-year bar from reentering the US, as well as
potential criminal prosecution.

Family robbed by Nazis
donates two 17th century
paintings back to Louvre

World.Two 17th century paintings looted by the
Nazis and kept at the Louvre in Paris after the war
have finally been returned to their Jewish owners,
who then donated them back to the museum.
Several of the 48 descendants of the Javal family
gathered at the Louvre on Tuesday to see "Still-
Life with Ham" by Floris van Schooten and
"Food, Fruitand Glass on a Table" by Peter Binoit
rehung alongside items detailing the family's
experience under the Nazis. It is a "duty of
memory towards my family, looted from and
persecuted, whose history speaks to current
generations", said one of them, Marion, who did
not want to give her full name. Five members of
the family were deported from France during the
war and murdered at Auschwitz, while others
fought in the Resistance or went into hiding.The
paintings were for decades part of the Louvre's
Nordic painting collection, held under the
"National Museum Recuperation" programme
for stolen works whose owners are unknown.

The government called on genealogy experts way
back in 2015 to look into a small number of items
in these collections -- part of a broader movement
in French museums to hunt down rightful owners.

The experts traced the paintings back to a mansion
in central Paris owned by Mathilde Javal that was
seized and emptied by the Nazis in 1944.She had
put in a restitution request after the war, but some
simple errors in the spelling of her name and
address undermined the process, according to the
Louvre.The museum's director Laurence Des
Cars told AFP the case was "a commitment to
transmitting memory and a constant reminder to
action".Around 100,000 cultural items were
looted or sold under duress in France during the
Nazi occupation of 1940-45, mainly from Jewish
families -- with many transferred to Germany.

Rishi Sunak, Keir Starmer
spar in first 'ill-tempered’ TV
debate, clash over tax

World.UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and opposition
Labour Party leader Keir Starmer spatred over several
issues, including tax and immigration, during their first
TV debate ahead of the July 4 general elections. As a
result of the "ill-tempered" exchanges between the two
leaders, the host of the debate asked them to "lower your

voices". The debate was hosted by iTV on Tuesday night.

While Sunak tried to present Starmer as an "unreliable
politician who was pursuing power for power’s sake",
the Labour leader accused his debate challenger of being
the "most liberal Prime Minister we’ve ever had on
immigration". The Prime Minister claimed that the
Labour Party would increase taxes by 2,000 British

pounds for "every working family in our country" if

voted to power. The accusation was, however, dismissed
by Starmer as "absolute garbage".“Labour will raise

your taxes, it's in their DNA. Your work, your car, your

pension, Labour will tax it,” the BBC quoted Sunak as
saying.In response, the Labour leader said Britain's
ruling Conservative Party “put pretend Labour policies
into the Treasury to produce a fantasy figure", reports
the Guardian.Questioning the timing of Sunak's
decision to call for the general elections, Starmer said,
"If he thinks things are going to get better towards the
second half of this year, why has he called it now? He’s
called it now because he knows, and I’11 ask him this, he

knows inflation is going to go back up, he knows energy
prices are going to go back up in the autumn. That’s what

he’snottelling you.”

extreme on-
campus Gaza

student requests for escorts through
an existing escort program, which
must remain available 24/7 through
at least Dec. 31, according to the

priority: the safety of our campus so
that all of our students can
successfully pursue their education
and meet their academic goals,” a

war pr agreement. The settlement also
otestors.” makes academic accommodations

university spokesperson said in a
written statement.The settlement

for students who couldn’t access

noted the various steps Columbia

administrative building and arrest
more than 100 people.

Protests at Columbia, including an
encampment, inspired similar
demonstrations at colleges and
universities around the country, with
students demanding their schools

opportunities for students and
faculty to engage in safe, courteous,
and constructive dialogue on the
important issues that have been
raised in recent months” and will not
interfere with student efforts to hold
public debates on campus.

Israeli strikes kill 19 in Gaza, Slovenia

latest to rec

ognise Palestinian state

Israeli shellings and airstrikes in central and southern Gaza killed 19 people, while Slovenia became the latest European nation to

d

recognise Palestine as an indep

t state as part of a wider effort to pressure Israel to end its fighting in Gaza.

World.At least 19 people were
killed in separate airstrikes
and shelling in central and
southern Gaza on Tuesday as
the Jewish state ramped up its
offensive in the Palestinian
enclave amid continued
international calls to end the
fighting that has raged on for
nearly eight months.Israeli
airstrikes on the al-Bureij and
al-Maghazi refugee camps
and the city of Deir-al-Balah
in central Gaza killed 17
people, and two policemen
were killed in shelling while trying to

Donald Trump’

New York gag

New York. Donald Trump’s lawyers are
asking a New York judge to lift the gag
order that barred the former president
from commenting about witnesses,
jurors and others tied to the criminal
case that led to his conviction for
falsifying records to cover up a
potential sex scandal.In a letter
Tuesday, Trump lawyers Todd
Blanche and Emil Bove asked Judge
Juan M. Merchan to end the gag order,
arguing there is nothing to justify

Rafah, Palestinian medical
officials said. On the other
hand, Slovenia became the
latest European country
after Spain, Ireland and
Norway to recognise
Palestine as an independent
state after its parliament
gave a nod to its move with
a majority vote. The action
was part of a wider effort to
pressure Israel to end the
war in Gaza triggered by
Hama's sudden attack on
the Jewish state on October
7 last year.

s lawyers ask judge to lift
order in hush money case

from what prosecutors said was an
attempt to cover up a hush money
payment to Daniels just before the
2016 election. She claims she had a
sexual encounter with Trump a decade
earlier, which he denies. He is
scheduled to be sentenced July 11.
Prosecutors had said they wanted the gag
order to “protect the integrity of this
criminal proceeding and avoid
prejudice to the jury.” In the order,
Merchan noted prosecutors had sought

escort humanitarian aid deliveries in

“continued restrictions on the First
Amendment rights of President
Trump” now that the trial is over.
Among other reasons, the lawyers said
Trump is entitled to “unrestrained
campaign advocacy” in light of
President Joe Biden’s public
comments about the verdict last Friday,
and continued public criticism of him
by his ex-lawyer Michael Cohen and
porn actor Stormy Daniels, both key
prosecution witnesses. Trump’s
lawyers also contend the gag order
must go away so he’s free to fully
address the case and his conviction
with the first presidential debate
scheduled for June 27.The Manhattan
district attorney’s office declined to

comment.Merchan issued Trump’s
gag order on March 26, a few weeks

before the start of the trial, after
prosecutors raised concerns about the
presumptive Republican presidential
nominee’s propensity to attack people
involved in his cases.

Merchan later expanded it to prohibit
comments about his own family after
Trump made social media posts
attacking the judge’s daughter, a
Democratic political consultant.
Comments about Merchan and District
Attorney Alvin Bragg are allowed, but
the gag order bars statements about
court staff and members of Bragg’s
prosecution team. Trump was
convicted Thursday of 34 counts of
falsifying business records arising

the restrictions “for the duration of the
trial.” He did not specify when they
would be lifted.Blanche told the
Associated Press last Friday that it was
his understanding the gag order would
expire when the trial ended and that he
would seek clarity from Merchan,
which he did on Tuesday.

“It’s a little bit of the theater of the absurd
at this point, right? Michael Cohen is
no longer a witness in this trial,”
Blanche told the AP. “The trial is over.
The same thing with all the other
witnesses. So, we’ll see. I don’t mean
that in any way as being disrespectful
of'the judge and the process. I just want
to be careful and understand when it no
longer applies.”

Hunter Biden's federal
gun charges case begins,
prosecution says ‘no
one above law'

Wilmington. The prosecution laid out its case on
Tuesday in the historic criminal trial of Hunter
Biden on gun charges, telling jurors that President
Joe Biden's son was a drug addict who lied on
paperwork to obtain a revolver and that "no one is
above the law."Jurors in federal court in Delaware
heard opening statements from prosecution and
defence lawyers before the first witness, an FBI
agent, was called. Defence attorney Abbe Lowell
told the jury that evidence presented in the trial
will show that Hunter Biden, 54, did not
knowingly violate the law. It is the first trial of the
child of a sitting US president, with US District
Judge Maryellen Noreika presiding. Donald
Trump last week became the first former US
president to be convicted of a crime. US Justice
Department lawyer Derek Hines walked jurors
through the events of October 2018, when
prosecutors said Hunter Biden lied on his
background check about his drug use while buying
the gun. "It was illegal because he was a user of
crack and a
drug addict,"
Hines told
the jury. "No
one is above
the law."

Trump is the
Republican
candidate
challenging
Joe Biden, a
Democrat, in
the November 5 US election. Neither the
prosecution nor the defence directly addressed
that issue.Hunter Biden has pleaded not guilty to
three felony charges accusing him of failing to
disclose his use of illegal drugs when he bought a
Colt Cobra .38-caliber revolver and of illegally
possessing the weapon for 11 days in October
2018.

Lowell urged jurors to listen carefully to the
evidence that would be presented. Lowell said the
gun purchase form asked Hunter Biden only if he
was currently an addict, not whether he had used in
the past, adding that his client had no "intent to
deceive."The trial at the federal courthouse in the
Bidens' hometown of Wilmington is playing out as
Trump and his congressional allies continue to
accuse the Justice Department of a politicized
prosecution of the former president.

US Special Counsel David Weiss, a Trump
appointee, brought the case against Hunter Biden
and was present in the courtroom on Tuesday.
Weiss has separately filed federal tax charges
against Hunter Biden in California.The trial is
expected to offer a tour of Hunter Biden's years-
long struggles with drug and alcohol addiction.

'Pretty cool": US kids discover remains of
adolescent Tyrannosaurus 'Teen Rex’

Scientists and filmmakers announced Tuesday that brothers Liam and Jessin Fisher, age seven and 10 at the time of the find, and their nine-year-old cousin

Kaiden Madsen, were walking in the Hell Creek formation of the Badlands in July 2022 when they found a large fossilized leg bone.

World.What did you do for summer
vacation? Three pre-teen dinosaur
aficionados have the answer of a lifetime:
they discovered the remains of a rare
juvenile Tyrannosaurus rex in the North
Dakota dirt. Scientists and filmmakers
announced Tuesday that brothers Liam
and Jessin Fisher, age seven and 10 at the
time of the find, and their nine-year-old
cousin Kaiden Madsen, were walking in
the Hell Creek formation of the Badlands
in July 2022 when they found a large
fossilized leg bone. "Dad asked 'What is
this?' and Jessin said, 'That's a dinosaur!""
exclaimed young Liam on a video call
with his brother, cousin, father Sam

Fisher, dinosaur experts and reporters.

They snapped a pic and sent it to a family
friend, vertebrate paleontologist Tyler
Lyson of the Denver Museum of Nature &

Science, according to a statement.

When Lyson eventually arrived at the site,
he brushed off a tooth and quickly
realized the enormity of what the fossil
hunters uncovered: an "extremely rare"
juvenile T-Rex specimen that lived 67

million years ago -- and could
offer critical clues about how
the king of dinosaurs grew up.

"It still gives me goosebumps,"
Lyson recalled on the
call.Kaiden's reaction to
learning it was a T-Rex? "This
is pretty cool, I can't believe
we just found this."

The fossilized bones were
excavated, placed in giant
plaster jackets and lifted by
Black Hawk helicopter onto a
truck. They were taken to the
Denver Museum of Nature &
Science, where the public can
soon follow progress on the

Rather remarkably, the saga is

kids'discovery.

fossil's preparation in anew discovery lab.

emerging now, after a documentary crew
and renowned scientists coordinated in
secret over nearly two years with top
natural history museums to present the

Paleontologists estimate the "Teen Rex"
weighed about 3,500 pounds (1,630

only

familiar with,"

kilograms), measured 25 feet (7.6 meters)
from nose to tail, and stood about 10 feet
tall -- some two-thirds the size of a full
grown adult. It was believed to be 13-15
years old when it died. "It's remarkable to
consider how T. rex might have grown
from a kitten-sized hatchling into the 40-
foot, 8,000-pound adult predator we are
Thomas Holtz, a
vertebrate paleontologist from the

University of Maryland

and a renowned T-Rex

authority, said in the
d statement.

A documentary about the
discovery debuts June 21
and will roll out to 100
cities in IMAX, 3D and

{  other formats. "This is the

. kind of story that
| documentary filmmakers
| dream of capturing," co-

director David Clark said
in the statement.

As for the kids, Liam and
cousin Kaiden said they'll
remain amateur dinosaur

sleuths, combing the Badlands for new
discoveries. But Jessin is looking to
become a full-time paleontologist.

"It's been a lifelong dream of mine --
probably because I've seen the Jurassic
Park movie, and finding this" T-Rex fossil,
he said. Meanwhile, Jessin offered sage
advice for his fellow youths: "Put down
their electronics and just go out hiking."
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T20 World Cup: Big blow
for Pakistan as Imad
Wasim ruled out of first

match vs USA

New Delhi. Pakistan have been dealt with a
big blow ahead of their T20 World Cup 2024
opener against the USA. Left-arm spinner
Imad Wasim has been ruled out of their
contest on June 6 at the Grand Prairie
Stadium in Dallas due to a side strain, the
Pakistan Cricket Board said on Wednesday,
June 6. "Imad Wasim will not be available
for selection for Thursday’s match as he has
been advised rest by the PCB Medical
Team," PCB said. Notably, Imad Wasim had
experienced pain in his right rib cage while
batting in the nets ahead of Pakistan's fourth
and final T20I of a series last month against
England in London. Imad did not take part in
the fourth T20I against England on May 30.
It seems Pakistan have taken a precautionary
call as they also confirmed that the left-arm
spinner is likely to be available for Pakistan's
big-ticket clash against India on June 9 in
New York.

Imad Wasim reversed his decision to retire
from all formats of the game in the lead-up to
the T20 World Cup. The left-arm spinner,
who last played T20 World Cup in 2021,
picked 6 wickets for Pakistan in as many
matches since returning to the senior
national team in April. Imad was miserly in
most of those games and made a strong case
to make the playing XI in the T20 World
Cup.Notably, Imad earned the attention of
the senior national team selectors after his
match-winning heroics in the Pakistan Super
League. The 35-year-old took a five-wicket
haul in the PSL 2024 final, playing a key role
in Islamabad United's title win.Pakistan
have enough spin-bowling options in their
squad in the likes of leg-spinner Shadab
Khan and off-spinner Abrar Ahmed.
Notably, Mohammad Amir, who was part of
the 2009 T20 World Cup-winning squad, is
also in the mix after having reversed his
retirement call in the lead-up to the T20
World Cup.Pakistan are drawn in Group A
alongside India, USA, Ireland and Canada.

David Warner and I compliment
each other: Travis Head on
Australia's opening combination

=4

New Delhi. Travis Head opened up about
Australia's opening combination for the T20
World Cup and hinted at the expected pairing
alongside David Warner. Australia will take
on Oman in the Group B match for their
tournament opener at Kensington Oval in
Barbados on June 6, Thursday. The 2021 T20
World Cup champions will be raring to take
the field as they look to begin the tournament
on a winning note. Head, while addressing
the press conference, said that him and
Warner complimented each other really well.
Head also recalled his record-shattering
partnership with another left-hander,
Abhishek Sharma, in IPL 2024.

"Yeah. I think so. See the difference is both
left-handers - but I think we complement
each other well, a little bit like Abhi and
myself did. So, yeah, I think looking back in
the times Dave and I batted, he's exceptional
against spin in the power play. More so,
Abhi's strengths were against spin and then
that was, so that wasn't hard to go by, like
how we come off each other. And I think
Dave and I we had some really strong
partnerships together, faced a lot of different
plans, teams will come differently, Oman
will come different to England and England
will come back, come different to Namibia,"
Head said.

Head enjoyed his time in IPL 2024 while
opening for SRH along with Abhishek. He
ended the tournament as runner-up SRH's
highest run-scorer with 567 and played a
crucial role in the team reaching the final.

Warner and Head have shared some record-
breaking partnerships in the white-ball
format for Australia. During the ODI World
Cup 2023, the duo shared a 175-run opening
stand to help Australia post the highest-ever
total of 388 runs in World Cup history against
New Zealand.

Head and Warner to open?

The Australian star showed confidence in
pairing alongside Warner to take on the
opposition. "So like, from Davey and I's
perspective, going through who they
potentially may have and then who we set up
better at and who we feel like we've got a
plan on and then we adjust from there - is
how it's normally worked.

New Delhi. The French Open 2024 has

In women's singles, Elena Rybakina will

120 World Cup 2024: What happened the last
time India faced Ireland in a T2017?

«With India all set to take on
Ireland on June 5, Wednesday,
in their T20 World Cup 2024
opening match, we take a look
at the result the last time hoth
teams faced off in the shortest
format of the game.

New Delhi. India are all set to play Ireland in
their opening match of the T20 World Cup
2024 campaign in New York on June 5,
Wednesday. India are considered to be hot
favourites to win the tournament but Ireland
has made giant strides in the game with some
top players in their ranks. The Irish recently

depleted team during August 2023. The team
was led by Jasprit Bumrah and contained a
lot of young stars in their ranks. The third
match of the series was a washout and India
won the series 2-0. In the second game, it was
a certain Rinku Singh who turned out to be
the match-winner for India.

defeated Pakistan during the first match of Having been put into bat, Ruturaj Gaikwad's

the 3-game series. With that in mind, let's
take alook at what happened when India took
on Ireland last time in a T20I game. India had
travelled to Ireland for a 3-game series with a

58 and a 40 from Sanju Samson had given
India a good platform. However, as both men
returned to the pavilion the visitors needed
some serious momentum and this was given

by Rinku. The southpaw scored 38 off 21 as
India put on 185 runs in their 20 overs.
Andrew Balbirnie scored a valiant 72 but it
wasn't enough as the India bowlers led by
Bumrah helped the visitors get the 33-run
winin the end.

Ireland provides big scare to India

India had edged their way past Ireland in the
first game by 2 runs as rain played spoilsport
onthe day.

However, the big shocker from Ireland came in
2022. On June 28 that year, India had scored

French Open 2024, Day 11, Order of Play:
Sabalenka, Zverev in action for semifinal race

continued to delight and enthral the
fans as the tournament enters Day 11.
High quality action will be expected as
several big names will be in action as
they look to book spot in the semi-
finals on the clay court in Paris.

begin the day that will be full of heavy-
weight tennis clashes as she faces
Jessica Paoloni. The second women's
quarter-final clash will be between
World No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka and
Mirra Andreeva. The winners of the
quarter-finals round will face each
other in the semi-final clash.
Meanwhile, in the men's singles side,
shocking news emerged with World
No. 1 Novak Djokovic withdrawing from
the Roland Garros mid-way through due to a
knee injury. This meant his opponent for the
quarter-final clash, two-time French Open
runner-up Casper Ruud, received a walkover
into the semifinals. Alexander Zverev and

¢ bans far 3

Alex de Minaur will face each other on the
clay will look to further advance into the
tournament to face Ruud in the semi-finals.
French Open 2024: Full Coverage It was not
a straightforward path to the last eight for
Zverev as he needed five sets to win against
Tallon Griekspoor and Holger Rune in the

last two rounds. The Italian
Open winner would look to
secure his fourth consecutive
French Open semi-final berth
as he has won each of his last
10 matches.

Meanwhile, Sabalenka will look
to add a third Grand Slam title

unpredictable test against the
17-year-old Andreeva. The
teenager will be competing in
her first major quarter-final as
she had amemorable campaign
so far. She had defeated the
former semi-finalist Victoria
Azarenka 6-3, 3-6, 7-5 in the
second round before she
overcame Peyton Stearns and Varvara
Gracheva in straight sets.

Sabalenka has not dropped a single set so far

and will fancy her chances against
Andreeva, whom she has beaten twice on the
WTA tour.

Norway Chess: R Praggnanandhaa loses
to Magnus Carlsen in reverse fixture

New Delhi. World No. 1 Magnus Carlsen

completed his revenge against a familiar foe
and Indian Grandmaster Rameshbabu
Praggnanandhaa in the seventh round of
Norway Chess 2024 on Tuesday. Carlsen
defeated Praggnanandhaa in the
Armageddon tiebreaker after the two
players settled for a draw in their classical
game in Stavanger. It was a big win for
Magnus Carlsen in the reverse fixture as he
took a one-point sole lead in the open
section of Norway Chess. Carlsen, the local
favourite, With the win, Carlsen extended
his tally to an incredible 14.5 out of 15 with
White in Norway Chess.

With the win, Carlsen went 1 point clear of

nearest-rival Hikaru Nakamura in the
standings in Norway Chess.
Praggnanandhaa is at the third spot with 12
points and still has a chance to win the
tournament. Each of the six players have
two more rounds with Praggnanandhaa set
to face World No. 2 Fabiano Caruana next
on June 6.Notably, Praggnanandhaa had
stunned Magnus Carlsen in the -earlier
fixture in Norway Chess, registering his first
win over the World No. 1 in Classical
format. Praggnananandhaa and Carlsen
played out a hard-fought draw in the
Classical game on Tuesday. Both players
mixed aggression with caution and put on a
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show for the audience. However, Carlsen
showcased his class with White in
Armageddon tie-breaker. Praggnanandhaa
gave it his all and came very close to
equalising, but Carlsen got the job done and
took 1.5 points from the game.In the other
games of the day in the Open section, world
champion Ding Liren produced a much-
improved performance, beating Fabiano
Caruana in the Armageddon tie-
breaker.Alirea Firouzja helped Magnus
Carlsen's cause by beating Hikaru
Nakamura in the Armageddon tie-breaker.

STANDINGS IN OPEN SECTION AFTER

ROUND 8

Norway Chess 2024: India's R
Praggnanandhaa lost a valiant battle
in the Armageddon tiebreaker to
World No. 1 Magnus Carlsen in Round 8
on Tuesday. The teenager is still in the
hunt for the title with two rounds left
in the tournament.

. Magnus Carlsen - 14.5, 2. Hikaru
Nakamura - 13.5, 3. R Praggnanandhaa 12,
4. Alireza Firoujza 11, 5. Fabiano Caruana -
9, 6. Ding Liren - 4.5.In the women's
section, GM Vaishali ended a two-game
losing streak by winning Armageddon
tiebreaker against Anna Muzychuk. India's
Koneru Humpy, however, lost to Lei Tingjie
in the Classical game.The race is the
women's section is also heating up as R
Vaishali is at the third spot wth 11.5 points, 3
points behind leader Ju Wenjun and 1.5
points behind second-placed Anna
Muzychuk.Norway Chess offers USD
160,000 in prize funds for the Open and the
Women's section. Six players will compete
against each other twice in classical chess
from May 27 to June 7.

» India defeated Ireland by 33

runs the last time they faced

» Ireland are yet to beat India

in a T201 game

> Rinku Singh was the Player

Of The Match last time the
fwo teams met

225 runs in their 20 overs on a flat track in
Dublin thanks to a century from Deepak
Hooda and a 77 from Sanju Samson.

However, Balbirnie gave Ireland a chance with
60 and was supported well by Paul Stirling
and Harry Tector. In the end, Umar Malik
held his nerve and delivered the win for the
Indian team as they won the series 2-0.

India are yet to be beaten by Ireland in T20Is in
the 8 matches they have played so far. India
has won 7 of them, with one being washed
out.

Carlos Alcaraz ready for challenge

against 'best player in the world'
Jannik Sinner

Carlos Alcaraz has said that he is ready for the

difficult challenge against the 'best player in the

world' Jannik Sinner when hoth men square off

in the semi-final of the French Open. Alcaraz
defeated Tsitsipas on June 4 to reach the final

four stages.

to her name but will face an New Delhi. Carlos Alcaraz has hailed Jannik

Sinner as the 'best player in the world' right
now and said he is looking forward to the
challenge against the Italian during the semi-
finals of the French Open 2024. Sinner and
Alcaraz are currently 4-4 in their head-to-head
stats with the Spaniard defeating the Italian in
their previous meeting this year at Indian
Wells.Sinner went to the top of the world
rankings on June 4 after Novak Djokovic had
to withdraw from Roland Garros due to an
injury. Speaking after his win over Stefanos
Tsitsipas, as quoted by AFP, Alcaraz said that
facing Sinner is a difficult challenge for him as
the Italian is playing the best tennis at the
moment. "It's a really difficult challenge, I'm
not going to lie," said Alcaraz. "I think right
now he's the best player in the world, the
player who's playing the best tennis right
now."

Match everyone wants to see
When it comes to outings in Grand Slams,

Sinner and Alcaraz has shared wins so far. The
Spaniard said that he was grateful to have
Sinner on the tour as he is a player who pushes
him to bring his A-game. The Spaniard also
claimed that his bout with Sinner will be a

match everyone wants to see and believes both
men will be at the top of their game in the semi-
final."We've played great matches, high
level," said Alcaraz. "I'm grateful to have him
on the tour, at this level because he pushes me
to be my best level... to wake up in the morning
to try to get better to try to beat him."It's going
to be areally good challenge, I'm ready for that
challenge. It's the match that everybody wants
to watch.""I'm sure he'll show his best tennis, I
will as well, so let's see who's going to win,"
said Alcaraz.Alcaraz steamrolled past
Tsitsipas to get to the semi-final of the French
Open. The Spaniard won the match in straight
sets with a scoreline of 6-3, 7-6, 6-4 to book the
match with Sinner.

120 World Cup: Oman skipper Agib llyas sends
Australia "spin warning' ahead of clash

. Oman skipper Aqib llyas has claimed that his side will fancy their chances against Australia and feels spin could be used as an effective weapon against the former champions.

New Delhi.Oman captain
Aqib Ilyas has sent a
warning to Australia ahead
of their T20 World Cup
clash, saying that spin could
be used as an effective
weapon against the former
champions. Both teams are
facing each other for the very
first time in any sort of
international game and the
Asian side are considered to
be the underdogs heading
into the match. However,
Ilyas feels his side can give
the Aussies a stern test with
their spinners. Speaking at
the pre-match press
conference, the Oman

skipper said that Australia
used to have good technique
players in the past like Steve
Smith and Marnus
Labuschagne, but the current
squad is filled with big-
hitters. Ilyas warned that the
pitch could turn out to
trouble the Aussies and
pointed out the West Indies
vs Papua New Guinea game
where the hosts struggled to
get over the line. "Yeah,
exactly. You see the last
match, how the ball was
turning and staying low in
the last match. These teams
had a few good technique
players in the past like Smith

and Labuschagne but I don't
think they have many now.
They look to hit big.
Everyone tries to go for sixes
but every day it is not the
same day and if the same
wicket is there, maybe it can
be a problem for them. As
you could see PNG bowling
against West Indies, they
were difficult to chase 130
runs even on having one of
the biggest hitters in the
side," said Ilyas. We have to
play with big heart

Ilyas continued by saying that
his side will need to play
with a big heart and put the
balls in the right areas to

trouble the Aussies on a
slower track."So, on a slower
track, on a slow wicket, with
good quality spinners, only
thing is we have to play with
the big heart and we have to
put it on the right areas. It's
just about the areas because
the ball doesn't know how
big the batsman in front of it.
Ifit turns a bit, it stays low or
anything happens, the
batsman is gone," said Ilyas.
Oman suffered defeat in their
first game of the T20 World
Cup 2024, but they pushed
Namibia all the way to a
super over after defending
the targetof 110.
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B\  Congratulates 'Dearest' Varun

\ Dhawan, Natasha On Firstborn:

. ‘Little Girl To Rule The World

s A lia Bhatt took to her social media handle to express her joy as

Varun Dhawan, Natasha Dalal welcomed a baby girl. The

actress shared the big news on her Instagram story and wrote,
“loy, joy and pure joy...Another Little Girl Who’s Going To Rule
The World, Congratulations dearest Nat and Vd.” The actress also
added a bundle of heart emojis. Varun Dhawan is over the moon with
the arrival of his baby girl. The actor along with Natasha Dalal
welcomed their first child yesterday at Mumbai’s Hinduja Hospital.

- =
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Amid all the heartfelt wishes pouring in, the actor took to his social
media handle to welcome his daughter with a heartfelt post. The post
was also accompanied by a gratitude note.The heartfelt video,
featured an illustration of Varun’s pet dog Joey who was seen holding
aplacard that read *“Welcome Lil sis’. The video post also read, “Baby
Dhawan, Proud parents Natasha and Varun, Proud Family — ‘Dalals
wd Dhawans’. Expressing his joy, Varun wrote, “Our Baby Girl Is
g.” and added, Thank u for all the good wishes for the mama and

also read, “We are overjoyed with this new blessing in our
Juring this special time, we request the media to give us our
y. Thank you for your support and understanding.”Varun’s
ector, Karan Johar, who launched him in Student of the Year
. also took to Instagram stories to extend his heartfelt wishes
couple. Expressing his joy, Karan wrote, My baby had a baby

a and papa!!! Love you Natasha and Varun Y @@®®e®
oS

Pulls Out All The Stops In Munjya Promotion

S harvari Wagh has established a special position in the hearts of movie enthusiasts with her on-screen charm
and performances. The actress debuted in Bollywood with the 2021 Varun V Sharma directorial Bunty
Aur Babli 2. Besides films, she also enjoys a strong fanbase on social media. The credit goes to her

impeccable style statements and stunning photoshoots. Shravari often drops glimpses of her fashion

outings on Instagram, leaving fans gushing. In her latest entry, the actress dished out date night goals

in an alluring red ensemble. She also hinted at the release of her upcoming film Munjya in the

post.“Roses are Red. Just make sure Munjya isn’t under your bed. Munjya lurking in theatres on 7th

June, THIS FRIDAY,” read the caption. In the picture carousel. Sharvari Wagh picked out a red corset

top from the fashion label That Antique Piece. The figure-hugging bodice came with a structured fit.

Multiple drawstrings tied at the back added

pizzazz to her look. But the real highlight of

the bright red number came from the dual

rosette, velvety elements on the front. Sharvari

teamed up the corset top with a form-fitting

mermaid skirt in the same colour palette. Plucked

from the shelves of Antithesis, the skirt cascaded

down in length ending just a few inches above her

ankle.

With her outfit making all the noise, Sharvari

Wagh needed minimal jewellery to amp up her

look. A statement diamond ring and identical

rose-themed studs did the job. Soft-glam "o

makeup strokes muted smokey eyes, and a pink-

tinted lip shade rounded off her beauty
department. Sharvari’s brunette tresses were
left open in waves.

\Social media users were quick to shower Sharvari Wagh with compliments on her all-red avatar. “Diva,”
gushed one admirer. “Hot and gorgeous,” chimed in another. **Violets are blue. Nobody is like you,”
praised an individual. Others went all hearts in the comments.On the work front, Sharvari Wagh has
a couple of projects in her pipeline. She will next be seen in director Aditya Sarpotdar’s Munjya.
The horror comedy also starring Abhay Verma and Mona Singh will be released on June 7. Besides
that, Sharvari has been roped in for Vedaa, an action-thriller helmed by Nikkhil Advani. She will be
co-starring opposite John Abraham in the film slated to hit the silver screens on July 12.
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Janhvi Kapoor Says Rajkummar Rao
'Believes People Easily': 'Trusted Me So
Easily That He Drank...

-— ” p———

anhvi Kapoor and Rajkummar Rao are

Jbasking in the success of their film, Mr and

Mrs Mahi. The film marks their second
collaboration, after Roohi, and opened up with
mixed reviews. The actors are leaving no stone
unturned to promote the film and as such,
recently appeared on The Kapil Sharma Show
and shared anecdotes about their time filming
together.Janhvi Kapoor said, “He believes
people very easily. Once on the set of Roohi, he
had a sore throat and I told him that there is a
medicine called Betadine and told him that you
have to have it because it will cure your sore
throat. Just because I said you have to have it he
took it. So, you need to gargle with Betadine
and not drink it. He trusted me so easily that he
drank Betadine.”She added, “Next day I even
asked him, "How are you feeling?’ and he said,
“Yes, it is cured completely.” I asked him how
many times did he gargle and he said, “Nono |
drank half the bottle.” I was like, “Why did you
drink it?™”

Meanwhile, News18 gave the film 3/5 stars. Our
review read, “Sports-themed movies usually
come with a hint of hope throughout the film,
making you root for the lead characters.
Unfortunately, Mr & Mrs Mahi doesn’t let you
root for either of the lead cast members. Written
by Nikhil Mehrotra and Sharan Sharma, the
film feels gloomy. Understandably exploring
the insecurities and failure of Mahendra, the
screenplay gives fleeting moments of
happiness. As a result, most parts of the film
make you feel dejected. The second half also
felt similar to Abhimaan, the 1973 Amitabh
Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan (at the time Jaya
Bhaduri) film. Although the set up and themes
are different, the characterisation curve of
Mahendra in the second half brought back
memories of the Hrishikesh Mukherjee film.

While the writing lacks depth, Sharan (Sharma,
director), Janhvi and Rajkummar make up for
it. The film is packaged well, with Sharan
adding all the right elements of a trademark
Dharma film making it a visually appealing
film. He also falls back on the refreshing music
album which works well in his favour. Sharan
also benefits from his leading stars, who follow
his vision seamlessly. Janhvi imbibes the role
of a cricketer well. In the cricketing scenes, her
training to ace the persona is evident. She also
brings a breath of fresh air every time the film
gets a little gloomy,” the review also read.

Sharmin Segal Should
'Accept Reality, Understand
Who You Are' Says Adhyayan
Suman: 'Fight Next 20 Years’

¥

space with his highly-anticipated web
series, Heeramandi: The Diamond Bazaar.
One unexpected outcome of the show was the
spotlight cast on his niece, Sharmin Segal, who
plays Alamzeb in the gilded series. Sharmin
Segal was put on the chopping block for her
“expressionless” acting and “monotone”
delivery. Adhyayan Suman and Shekhar Suman
recently gave their two cents on the matter.
Speaking to Bollywood Hungama, Adhyayan
said, “I think it’s very important to not live in a
bubble. It’s very important to accept any sort of
reality, not just Heeramandi, per se. It’s very
important to understand who you are, it’s very
important to understand whether you have it in
you to fight the next 15-20 years. It’s important
for you to not lie to yourself.”“If she is being
criticised for her performance, she should come
out and speak to people. The audiences are very
gentle, they’ll give you another chance if they
feel you've worked hard,” he added. Adhyayan
plays a nawab on the show and it marked his
comeback after a major career
setback.Adhyayan’s father, Shekhar Suman
said, “If you think there is some credibility to
the criticism, do some quick thinking about why
they’re saying that, and if you feel they have a
point, correct yourself and prove them all
wrong. And if they're doing just for the heck of
it, then ignore them.” Shekhar also mentioned
that the criticism is unfair and that Sanjay Leela
Bhansali would not have taken the risk to cast
her if she didn’t have potential.In an exclusive
conversation with News18 Showsha, Sharmin
Segal broke silence about the trolling she is
facing and said, “The audience is the king at the
end of the day.okay.”

" : ; anjay Leela Bhansali ventured into the OTT
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