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Modi’s grand dream
furns sour

MARTIN Luther King Jr had a dream. Xi Jinping
had a dream. Going into the campaign for this
ear’s Lok Sabha elections, Narendra Modi, too,
ﬁad a dream. He imagined 400-plus seats for the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA). This
week, the dream went sour. In 2014, Modi’s
major political contribution was to revive the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). In 2024, his biggest
political contribution has been the revival of the
Indian National Congress.Of course, Rahul
Gandhi came into his own with his Bharat Jodo
Yatra and Mallikarjun Kharge provided mature
and wise leadership. But the policies of Modi’s
second term and the politics of his divisive and
low-level electoral campaign played their part in
the revival of the Congress’ fortunes. Modi
launched the 2014 election campaign declaring
that he would make India ‘Congress-mukt’. At
the end of the 2024 polls, the party should thank
him for doing his bit in its revival. A younger,
youthful and energetic Congress has emerged
from a decade of being on the back foot.

Modi is on course to make history with a third term
as prime minister. The question is: What would a
weaker Modi mean for the stability of a Modi-led
NDA government? More importantly, what
would an NDA government dependent on allies
like N Chandrababu Naidu and Nitish Kumar
mean for policy? Modi’s ‘guarantees’ were for a
Modi government. Neither Naidu nor Nitish are
ideologically inclined towards that agenda, even
ifthe pursuit of power keeps them on Modi’s side.
But, would it?June 2024 feels very much like
May 2004. Every political analyst and pollster
predicted victory for the NDA under the
leadership of then Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. When the results came in, the stock
market took a deep dive. Within hours, a new
alliance, the United Progressive Alliance, was
cobbled together, and with the outside support of
the Left Front, a government was formed under
the leadership of Manmohan Singh. Modi is not a
Vajpayee, even if Amit Shah is a Pramod
Mabhajan. Vajpayee stepped back. Will Modi and
Shah step back? After all, the election campaign
was about ‘Modi ki Guarantee’. Is an NDA
government willing to honour his guarantees?

The nation has thrust an important duty on Naidu
and Nitish. Neither has proved to be a man of
integrity or vision. Both have been self-serving
and desperate for power. Yet, history has a
strange way of demanding heroism from
ordinary people. Recall how PV Narasimha Rao
was assigned that role by fate and politics. On the
verge of political retirement, packing his bags to
become a pujari in a temple, Rao was not only
made PM but also tasked with taking decisions
that changed the course of the country’s destiny.
Can Nitish and Naidu play such a role as junior
partners of a government dominated and
controlled by Modi and Shah? Hardly. They
would be kept in check on a daily basis by all the
institutions at the command of the PM.

To avoid that danger to their personal and political
careers and, more importantly, in the larger
interests of the country and its federal structure,
the least Naidu and Nitish should demand is that
one of them gets the home ministry and the other
gets finance. Surely, the INDIA parties,
potentially with Kharge as the PM, may well be

Assignificant departure from the earlier phase (1951-

Inequality hindering India’s march towards a developed nation

largest economy in the near future, for which the
substrate has been created since Independence. The
Indian economy has been evolving and transitioning to
higher levels of growth and development. The economy
grew at an average annual rate of 0.8 to 1 per cent, while
the per capita income’s (PCI) growth rate ranged from
0.04 per cent to 0.2 per cent between 1900 and 1947.
From such a dismal base, the economy
transitioned to an annual average growth rate of
4.1 per cent during 1951-64, a great achievement
by any stretch of imagination.

64) was achieved during the 1980s (a growth rate
of 5.7 per cent per annum during 1980-89 and 5.2
per cent per annum during 1990-2002). Clearly,
the planned development strategy laid down
strong foundations and created a formidable
substrate for future growth and development.
Even the foundations of space and atomic
technology, about which the current political
dispensation boasts so much, were laid down
during the Nehruvian era. Nonetheless, ever since
the NDA came to power in 2014, it has been
mocking the previous governments (except the
Vajpayee dispensation) and highlighting its own
achievements. Such rhetoric often gives one the
impression that it was only after 2014 that the
Indian economy started developing. The post-
Independence economic history of the country, *!
however, does not support the claim.

ven the growth rate of the gross national income 3%

(GNI) and pre-capita income was higher during [
the 10 years of the UPA rule than in the decade of &'
the NDA reign. The GNI (at 2011-12 prices) F
increased from Rs 50,43,422 crore in 2003-04
toRs 96,79,027 crore in 2013-14 and further to Rs
1,54,61,721 crore in 2022-23, according to the
Economic Survey 2022-23. The estimated
projected GNI for 2023-24 comes out to be Rs
1,63,10,753 crore. Clearly, the GNI increased by i
1.92 times in 2013-14 over 2003-04, whereas it
rose by 1.69 times in 2023-24 compared to that in
2013-14. The real PCI surged from Rs 42,995 in 2003-04
to Rs 68,572 in 2013-14 (a 1.60-fold increase) and
increased to Rs 99,774 (projected) in 2023-24, a 1.46-
foldrise over thatin 2013-14.1In2022-23, the PCI was Rs
96,522.

The trend growth rate of the GNI in the UPA years (2004-

14) was 2.7 per cent per annum. It was estimated to be 1.9
per cent per annum during the 10 years of the NDA
government. The respective growth rates of the PCI were
1.9 per centand 1.3 per cent per annum. The trend growth
rate is a better measure of comparison than the
compound growth rate (CGR) and year-on-year (Y-0-Y)
growth rate as it takes into account each year’s value

while the CGR is based only on the initial year’s and end
year’s values and the Y-0-Y growth rate is only for the
preceding and succeeding years.

It is crystal clear that at the macro level, the economy
performed significantly better during the UPA’s two
terms than during the NDA rule, even if we take into
consideration the economic slowdown during the Covid-

19 pandemic. Even the share of development
expenditure in the Union budgets of the UPA was slightly
higher (47.88 per cent compared to that of the NDA —
47.21 per cent).The economy got a shock due to the
sudden and illogical decision of demonetisation in
November 2016, which is visible from the slowdown
during the succeeding years. The real growth rate of the
GNI declined from 8.3 per centin 2016-17 to 6.9 per cent
in 2017-18 and further to 6.5 per cent in 2018-19,
dwindling further to 3.9 per cent in 2019-20. The PCI
growth rate dipped from 6.9 per cent in 2016-17 to 5.5
percentin2017-18 and further to 5.2 per centin2018-19.
It nose-dived to 2.3 per cent in 2019-20 (all post-

India’s message

Wins big in Arunachal, flops in Sikkim

Amid rising inequality, India’s growth potential and prospects of becoming a developed economy are bound to be adversely impacted.

INDIA is certainly going to become the world’s third

demonetisation but pre-Covid 19 years). The ever-
increasing NPAs of banks and their very low recovery
(up to 20 per cent) through a one-time settlement during
the NDA rule is also a serious drag on public money and
development.

The unemployment rate of 6.1 per cent in 2017-18 was at

an all-time high in the previous 45 years, as per an NSSO
survey. However, it recently registered a
downward trend. The Periodical Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) on employment and
unemployment since 2018-19 is a poor substitute
for the NSSO survey. What happened to
unemployment and the quality of employment in
the informal/unorganised sector is not being fully
captured by the PLFS. The work participation rate
— especially that of females — has also
witnessed a significant decline in recent years.
The ruling NDA'’s tendency of revealing less and
concealing more — magnifying its own
achievements and disparaging those of the earlier
regimes — is also a new public discourse. Even
the consumption data for 2017-18 was made
public after great hue and cry by academia and
| civilsociety.

. Private household savings are falling, and their debt
burden is on the rise. In 2023, India was 111th out
of 125 countries on the global hunger index, with
its score of 28.7 indicating a serious hunger level.
Paradoxically, it has been dismissed as an
erroneous measure of hunger by the Indian
government. And how can appropriate socio-
economic policies be formulated and
implemented in the absence of vital statistics such
as the Census? It all shows that the government is
not keen on sharing data with the citizens. Though
basic issues like unemployment, hunger and
inflation have been raised by the INDIA bloc, the
election results show a mixed response from the
voters.

However, amid rising income and wealth
inequality, the country’s latent growth potential
and its prospects of becoming a developed and
rich economy by 2047 are bound to be adversely

impacted. As per the World Bank classification, India is

currently a lower-middle-income economy, and
according to former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan, it
will continue to remain so even in 2047. With a PCI of

10,123 dollars (PPP terms), India currently stands at the

125th place. The GDP of the US and China is,

respectively, 7.53 and 5.31 times higher than that of

India. The PCI (PPP terms) of the US and China,

respectively, is 8.43 and 2.47 times higher than that of

India. In view of this, India’s goal to be a developed and

rich economy by 2047 seems like a distant dream. The

new government at the Centre would have to address

these challenges.

willing to give those two portfolios to these two LOUD and clear is the message conveyed by India’s voters Odisha and made major inroads in the South, but the

gentlemen. Modi has been a lifelong hard
political bargainer. Recall how he took charge of
the BJP, wresting it away from Lal Krishna
Advani, sidelining Sushma Swaraj and co-opting
Arun Jaitley. The question is: Can Naidu and
Nitish be as tough when they bargain?

There is a commonplace view within the
commentariat that single-party majority
governments are better than coalition ones. Facts
support the opposite. In many ways, after the first
post-Independence decade, the best period for the
country in terms of economic development,
poverty reduction, employment growth, global
profile and domestic social stability was the
quarter century from 1991 to 2014. It was a
period in which three genial, consensual and wise
gentlemen became prime ministers of India —
Rao, Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh — heading
coalition governments. In Rao’s case, the
Congress itself functioned like a coalition.
Vajpayee and Singh headed explicit coalitions.
Ir%?}a and Indians did well through their terms in
office.

to Prime Minister Narendra Modi — never take us for
granted. The BJP-led NDA has managed to get the better
of the INDIA bloc in the 2024 General Election, but its
victory was anything but emphatic. The landslide
predicted by the exit polls failed to materialise; the ruling
alliance’s ‘abki baar 400 paar’ slogan remained just that—
a slogan. The BJP’s all-out attempts to bulldoze the
Opposition into submission largely came a cropper as the
Congress-spearheaded bloc put up a spirited fight. And at
the end of the day, PM Modi didn’t look all that mighty —
for a change, he would have to rely heavily on regional
satraps like Nitish Kumar and N Chandrababu Naidu to
keep his government intact.

The BJP, in its heart of hearts, knew that a few influential

allies would come in handy when the going got tough. No
wonder Bihar CM Nitish’s Janata Dal (United) returned to
the NDA fold in January, while the Naidu-led Telugu
Desam Party forged a tie-up with the BJP in March. The
BJP has done well to upset Biju Janata Dal’s applecart in

IN 2004, Uttar Pradesh scripted the downfall of the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government, flattening the trumpeted
‘India Shining’ slogan crafted by the BJP to reveal the
underbelly in the quotidian lives of people coping with
hunger and unemployment. Twenty years later, it fell on
UP again to rewrite the denouement of a saga whose
beginning and middle seemed predestined. Few were
ready for the last chapter of the elections that changed
course after Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and West
Bengal threw up unexpected outcomes. Together, these
states send 170 MPs to the 543-member Lok Sabha.

The Opposition is not about to displace the BJP-led NDA.
Narendra Modi will be there as the PM for a third term.
But he is likely to preside over a dispensation with a
shrunken majority, which will subject him to the checks
and balances that a diminished mandate carries,
especially if he is held to account for his claim in
Parliament of 370 seats for the BJP and 400 for the NDA.

UP has been the BJP’s ‘karmabhoomi’ since 2014. The
seeds of its revival were sown in a western town,
Muzaffarnagar, in the sugar belt, populated dominantly
by the Jats. Muzaffarnagar was scarred by a bloody bout
of communal violence in 2013, the likes of which was
seen in UP after years. The resulting Hindu-Muslim
divide paid dividends to the BJP the state over, but its
aftermath persisted in every election thereafter until
2022. Hindus and especially Jats smiled sweetly at
visiting journalists, celebrated their ‘bhaichara’
(brotherhood) with Muslims in poetry, voted the BJP and
retrospectively explained their decision as born out of
insecurity for Hindus. Muslims were pragmatic and
admitted that they had no hope either from politicians or
civil society.Yet, this year, Muzaffarnagar — of all
places — turned its back on the BJP, voting out two-time
BJP MP Sanjeev Kumar Balyan and voting in Harendra
Singh Malik of the Samajwadi Party (SP), accused in
these parts of ‘appeasing’ Muslims. So did Saharanpur,
where the BJP had thrived on religious polarisation. It

UP shows the way for a resurgent Opposition

The Qpposition’s ability to function as an effective counterpoint in Parliament and outside will depend on its cohesiveness and willingness to work on a common agenda.

went to the SP’s ally, the Congress. A
change of heart? Fatigue with
communal politics? Why did UP vote
the way it did?

Every issue, be it reservation, welfare
politics or even a leader’s charisma, has
a shelf life. So too does the ‘communal
card’— it can’t be overplayed. Muslims
have not retaliated against provocations
and incitements during the BJP rule.
They have remained unprovoked by the
BJP’s incessant baiting and dares from
the Yogi Adityanath government. If they
don’treact, what’s in it for the Hindus to
act? Issues of livelihood, especially for
the young who used to get swayed by the
Bajrang Dal school of proactivism but
bore the brunt of the economic paralysis
following the Covid pandemic,
preoccupied the voters.UP’s
Opposition, led by the SP’s Akhilesh
Yadav and the Congress’ Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, were reticent about
Hindutva and the caste factor. Indeed,
while choosing candidates, Akhilesh
nominated only five Yadavs from his
family lest he was accused of pandering
to his caste. If caste figured in their
discourse, it was contextualised in the threat to the
Constitution and statutory reservation by the BJP which
persuaded many Dalits to abandon the BSP and vote for
the SP.

Most of all, it was the subterranean tension between
Adityanath and the BJP’s central command that beset the
UP BJP, fuelled by the speculation that his days as the
CM were numbered and he would go the way of Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and Vasundhara Raje because Modi
allegedly perceived him as a threat to himself.

n

Will Adityanath become the first casualty of the BJP’s
reversals? A pushback is not easy because UP is not the
only state that turned against the BJP. Would the CMs of
Rajasthan and Maharashtra and the feisty Suvendu
Adhikari of West Bengal be similarly penalised for the
below-par showing in their states?

It is tantalising to speculate if Modi’s writ would be
allowed to prevail over such matters like before. Bitten
more than once — and there are instances to demonstrate
that the paterfamilias, the RSS, was overruled when
tickets were distributed in these elections — the Sangh

reversals in Uttar Pradesh have left it shell-shocked.
The inauguration of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya was
projected by the BJP as the high point of the PM’s
second term, but even this momentous event did not
work wonders for the saffron party in UP, easily India’s
most important state in political and electoral terms.
The Samajwadi Party-Congress combine turned the
tables on the BJP with a remarkable performance. The
beleaguered grand old party — which was in danger of
losing its pre-eminence within INDIA — bounced back
with a vengeance to nearly double its 2019 nationwide
tally.The good news for Indian democracy is that the
country is in no danger of becoming Opposition-mukt.
The BJP is likely to be kept on its toes not only by its
allies but also Congress and Co. Socio-economic issues
such as unemployment, inflation and growing
inequality, which played a significant role in
influencing voters’ choices, will have to be addressed
on priority by the new government.

"q. will see an opportunity to reassert

| itself, subtly or proactively, as KS

Sudarshan, a former

‘sarsanghchalak’, did when Vajpayee

| wasthe PM.

Of immediate worry to a weaker BJP
would be the equation between the
Centre and the states ruled by the
party, which Modi recast in the Indira
Gandhi template of dumping leaders
at will and replacing them with
rootless wonders.

The allies, who lay low for the past five
years, might get a fresh lease of life,
especially N Chandrababu Naidu --
who steered Andhra Pradesh and the
NDA to victory on his own steam --
Nitish Kumar, whose Janata Dal
(United) bagged more seats than the
BJP in Bihar and even the breakaway
Sena and NCP factions in
Mabharashtra which did the BJP’s
bidding in the elections and delivered
apatchy performance.

.| The past five years also saw the
denigration of institutions, examples
of which are too many to be
recounted. The Election
Commission’s conduct of the elections elicited scrutiny
and disapprobation from the Opposition and watchdog
groups. Yet, there was no accountability of the political
executive. robust Opposition is just what is required to
fill a much-needed vacuum. The INDIA bloc hangs
together as a loose coalition which seems to have come
into own now. Its ability to function as an effective
counterpoint in Parliament and outside will depend on its
cohesiveness and willingness to work on a common
agenda. Is that too much of an expectation?
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Sensex, Nifty continue

recovery rally as PSU stocks
rebound; BHEL jumps 12%

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices continued
to gain on Thursday as volatility dipped further in early
trade.

The S&P BSE Sensex was up 247,23 points at 74,629.47
at 9:50 am, while the NSE Nifty50 rose 78.40 points to
trade at 22,698.75.A sharp rebound in PSU stocks
across sectors provided a much-needed boost on Dalal
Street, with stocks such as BHEL, PFC and GAIL
surging sharply as some brokerages backed their long-
term potential to gain, despite the Lok Sabha election
outcome.Nifty PSU Bank, Nifty Realty and Nifty IT
were top gainers among sectoral indices.

The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were Coal India,
NTPC, ONGC, SBI and Shriram Finance.

On the other hand, the top losers were Hero MotoCorp,
HUL, Hindalco, Divi’s Laboratories and Nestle India.
rashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research), Mehta Equities
Ltd, said, “Nifty surged in yesterday’s trade with all
sectoral indices closing in green, as investors shrugged
offelection jitters, showing confidence in the long-term
potential of the Indian market. India VIX tumbled 29%,
signaling reduced volatility. Key catalysts include
increased expectations for Federal Reserve interest-rate
cuts, record-high closes for the S&P 500 and Nasdaq
100, and all-time highs for Al stocks like NVIDIA, with

Applenearing a $3 trillion market cap.”

Meanwhile, Deven Mehata, research analyst at Choice
Broking, said, “We have seen a sharp bounce back in the
markets yesterday after news of NDA forming a
government for the 3rd consecutive time. Global
markets were also strong yesterday. Market can stay in
a range for some days and we can witness some
consolidation after high volatile days.”

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services also highlighted the fact that market
seems to be coming back to normalcy after abnormal
volatility of the last three days.The global construct has
turned favourable with rising possibility of rate cuts by
the Fed. Clear signs of weakening labour market in the
US has led to sharp decline in the US bond yield to
4.29%. Even though this is favourable for foreign
capital inflows, the FIIs continue to sell on high
valuations in India particularly in comparison to the
cheap valuations of Chinese stocks,” Vijayakumar said.

SpicelJet looking to raise
$250 million to boost ops

NEW DELHI. Cash-starved SpiceJet Chief Ajay Singh
on Wednesday said the airline will be raising around
$250 million in the next couple of months to boost
operations. The airline is tackling multiple headwinds,
including lessor and debt woes, with Singh saying the
carrier has faced “significant black swan events”.

“It is difficult to kill SpiceJet....and we are trying to fix
the problems,” he said and asserted that the airline’s
balance sheet will be cleaned up over the next two
quarters. Recently, the airline raised $ 150 million, and
is looking for more funds to grow its fleet and clear its
various debt obligations.Meanwhile, IndiGo said that
they are looking at various financing options for the
wide-body planes that are expected to join the airline’s
fleet in 2027. Speaking at a session at the CAPA India
Aviation Summit 2024 here, IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers
on Wednesday said having a strong balance sheet is an
asset.In April, IndiGo announced placing a firm order
for 30 A350-900 aircraft and also the option to buy 70
more such planes. Air India said that they will be
retrofitting more than 100 planes, including 40 wide-
body planes, and has ordered around 25,000 aircraft
seats as part of revamping the fleet.

Air India chief Campbell Wilson also announced that the
highly anticipated merger between Air India and
Vistara is expected to be finalised by the end of the year.
CAPA India had estimated $400 million to $600
million losses for the airlines in India in Fy25.

Not just spectrum auction,
other telecom reforms likely
to be delayed

el A

NEW DELHI.After the postponement of the spectrum
auction, other initiatives within the telecom ministry,
such as rolling out regulations for the
Telecommunication Act 2023 and implementing other
telecom reforms, are likely to be delayed.

According to Department of Telecommunication (DoT)
officials, the auction was deferred due to a lack of clarity
within the government. Therefore, no decisions will be
made on the auction until the situation becomes clearer.
The DoT had planned several reforms, including
curbing pesky calls and developing regulations for the
Telecommunication Bill.“We don’t want to conduct the
spectrum auction until a new government is formed,”
said an official. “Initially, we considered deferring the
auction for 10 days, but with no clear timeframe for
government formation, we’ve delayed it for 20 days.
This delay will impact not only the spectrum auction but
also other telecom-related work,” the official
added.The DoT has postponed the spectrum auction to
June 25. This marks the second postponement, with the
previous delay attributed to the election model code of
conduct. The government plans to auction eight
spectrum bands for cellular services at a base price of
about R96,317 crore.The available spectrum includes
bands in the 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1,800 MHz, 2,100
MHz, 2,300 MHz, 2,500 MHz, 3,300 MHz, and 26 GHz
ranges.

Nvidia overtakes Apple to become
world's second-most valuable company

The increase in Nvidia's
market value, surpassing
Apple's, highlights a
significant shift in Silicon
Valley's hierarchy.

New Delhi Nvidia's shares surged to
record highs on Wednesday, lifting the
Al chipmaker's market valuation to $3
trillion and surpassing Apple to become
the world's second most valuable
company.This rise in valuation comes
as Nvidia prepares for a ten-for-one
stock split on June 7, aimed at
broadening its appeal to individual
investors.The increase in Nvidia's
market value, surpassing Apple's,

highlights a significant shift
in Silicon Valley's
hierarchy.Apple, co-founded
by Steve Jobs, has dominated
the tech landscape since the
launch of the iPhone in 2007.
Meanwhile, Microsoft
remains the world's most
valuable company with a
market value of $3.14 trillion,
supported by a 1.5% increase
in its shares.Nvidia's stock
has climbed 147% so far in
2024, driven by high demand
for its advanced processors.
Companies such as
Microsoft, Meta Platforms, and
Alphabet are rapidly expanding their Al
computing capabilities, boosting
Nvidia's growth.The stock has risen
nearly 30% since May 22, when Nvidia
released an impressive revenue
forecast.During Wednesday's trading
session, Nvidia's stock briefly reached

an intra-day high of $1,223.59, giving it
a market value of $3.010 trillion, just
ahead of Apple's $3.005 trillion.

By the end of the session, Nvidia's stock
settled at $1,221.51, up 4.9%, with a
market value of $3.004 trillion, while
Apple's stood at $3.00 trillion, climbing
0.7%.0Optimism about Al technology
also boosted chip stocks broadly on

Wednesday, with the PHLX
chip index rising about 4%.
Super Micro Computer, which
sells Al-optimized servers
using Nvidia chips, saw its
stock increase nearly 5%.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang has
been in the spotlight recently,
receiving extensive coverage
on Taiwanese television and
drawing significant attention at
the Computex tech trade fair in
Taipei, where he was born
before moving to the United
States.

While Nvidia benefits from Al
enthusiasm on Wall Street, Apple faces
challenges with weak demand for
iPhones and tough competition in
China, the world's largest smartphone
market.Some investors also view Apple
as lagging behind other tech giants in
integrating Al features into their
products and services.

Will populism triumph fiscal
consolidation in full budget Details here

New Delhi The Lok Sabha election
results were a farcry from the
predictions given by the exit polls and
have paved the way for a coalition
government to come to power. With the
BJP led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, failing to secure a majority, a
coalition government at the Centre is
the most likely outcome and which in
turn may affect the upcoming
Union Budget expected to be
announced in July.Experts believe
that a coalition government may
turn to populist measures to woo
the general masses and garner
further political support.Christian
de Guzman, senior vice president,
sovereign risk group, Moody's,
said that PM Modi's reduced
mandate could lead to an increase
in populist spending aimed at
strengthening political backing.

He further said that the July budget is
expected to incorporate the
government's strategy for utilising the
Reserve Bank of India's substantial Rs
2.11 lakh crore surplus transfer.

This surplus could either help solidify the
fiscal position or be used to gain
political support."Given the uncertain
political scenario, there might be a

higher likelihood of the latter," said
Guzman.Rating agency Fitch on
Wednesday said that the reduced
majority of PM Modi-led NDA alliance
might create obstacles for the more
ambitious parts of the government's
reform plans.

Moody's stated on Wednesday that a
weak NDA government might hinder

reforms that could have enabled more
aggressive fiscal consolidation.

"A narrow victory for the NDA may slow
down the progress on fiscal
consolidation," said Moody's.

But, the question then that needs to be
asked is, how populist measures will
affect the economy.Aditya Khemka,

Fund Manager, InCred Asset
Management said, “We do not expect
any material adverse impact of the
coalition government on corporate
earnings and GDP growth. However,
there is a reasonable probability that
the upcoming budget in July 2024 may
allocate higher sums to welfare
schemes. This could in turn impact the
fiscal deficit and hence the
exchange rate for Rupee."A
stable government in power has
an edge when it comes to
implementing economic reforms
and ensures continuity of
economic policies.However, the
Lok Sabha election results have
made it clear that a coalition
government will come to power
with support from the likes of
TDP's N Chandrababu Naidu
and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar.

Ratings agencies expect the upcoming
government to maintain a consistent
policy approach, with a focus on
increased capital expenditure and
gradual fiscal consolidation.owever,
they also said that achieving reforms
and meeting fiscal targets may pose
significant challenges.

Sebi plans raising demat account threshold to Rs 10 L

MUMBAL Sebi is planning to raise the
limit of the value of securities held in
basic service demat account (BSDA)
by five times to R 10 lakh. Currently, an
individual can hold debt securities
worth up to R 2 lakh and other than debt
securities worth up to R2 lakh in a
single demat accounthe Securities and
Exchange Board had introduced the
BSDA facilities in 2012 to promote
financial inclusion. In a consultation
paper issued on Wednesday, the
regulator has proposed to increase
these limits to R10 lakh. The Sebi has
also asked if the R10-lakh limit should
be across debt and other-than-debt
securities or if separate limits should be
retained for the two
categories.“Keeping in view the
growth of benchmark indices in the
previous decade and to further enhance
participation of retail investors in the
securities market, including
participation of investors holding

securities in physical form, the facility
for BSDA has been reviewed and it is
proposed to enhance the limit for a
demat account to be categorised as
BSDA,” the paper said. The regulator is
also reviewing the account
maintenance charges (AMC) for
BSDA and the services that will be
provided through it.Currently, there is
no AMC for accounts that holdup toR 1
lakh in debt securities and R50,000 in
other-than-debt securities. This limit
has been proposed to be revised to R4
lakh. AMC for accounts holding
between R4 lakh and R10 lakh worth of

securities has been proposed as R100.
Accounts holding more than R10 lakh
have been proposed to be considered as
a regular account, and therefore be
charged the regular AMC.The changes
are to further drive financial inclusion
and also to further improve the ease of
investing, Sebi said. “The proposed
changes are aimed at achieving wider
financial inclusion, encourage holding
of demat accounts and to reduce the
cost of maintaining securities in demat
accounts for retail individual
investors,” the paper said.Sebi has
sought public comments on the
following key proposals in the draft
paper: a) whether the BSDA limit
should be enhanced over and above the
proposed limit of R10 lakh and if yes,
why; and b) whether, instead of a
combined limit which shall be fungible
across debt and other than
debtsecurities as proposed, separate
limits should be retained .

Kronox Lab Sciences [P0

allotment: Step-by-step guide
to check status

New Delhi The initial public offering (IPO) of
Kronox Lab Sciences Limited concluded on
Wednesday, garnering significant interest from
nvestors.

The Kronox Lab Sciences IPO saw an overall
subscription of 117.25 times. The retail section
was subscribed 54.24 times, while Qualified
Institutional Buyers (QIB) subscribed 89.03
times.The Non-Institutional Investors (NII)
lead the public issue with a subscription of
301.92 time by June 5, 2024 (Day 3).The ronox
Lab Sciences IPO offered 9,570,000 shares at a
price band of Rs 129 to Rs 136 per share but
received bids for 78,54,73,700 shares at the end
of'the final day of subscription.

Investors who have bid for the Awfis Space IPO
can check their allotment status online. They
can log in to either the BSE website or the KFin
Technologies website and follow a few simple
steps.Steps to check allotment through the BSE
website:

Goto the BSE website by clicking here.

Click on'Equity".

Choose 'Kronox Lab Sciences Limited' from the
list.Put in your application number and PAN
card ID.Confirm that you're not a robot and
submit.Steps to check allotment through KFin
Technologies Limited

Visit the KFin Technologies website.

Select 'Kronox Lab Sciences Limited'.

Choose the Application Number/Demat
Account/PAN option and enter the details.

Enter the Captcha.

Click on the 'SUBMIT' option.

Kronox Lab Sciences IPO latest GMP

The IPO's grey market premium (GMP) stands at
Rs40asofJune 6,2024,at 10:59 AM.

Based on the upper price band of Rs 136 per
share, the estimated listing price is projected to
be Rs 176, indicating a potential gain of
29.41% per share.Kronox Lab Sciences IPO
details

Kronox Lab Sciences is looking to raise Rs
130.15 crores. This IPO is a book-built issue,
consisting entirely of an offer for sale of 96 lakh
shares.

he bidding for the Kronox Lab Sciences IPO
commenced on June 3, 2024, and concluded on
June 5, 2024. The shares are expected to be
listed on both BSE and NSE, with the tentative
listing date set for Monday, June 10,2024.

Pantomath Capital Advisors Pvt Ltd is serving as
the book-running lead manager for the Kronox
Lab Sciences IPO, and Kfin Technologies
Limited is the registrar for the issue.

' EV sales boom in Nepal, helping to save

on oil imports, alleviate smog

KATHMANDU. Nepal’s abundant
hydroelectric power is helping the
Himalayan nation cut its oil imports and
clean up its air, thanks to a boom in sales
of electric vehicles.Nearly all of the
electricity produced in Nepal is clean
energy, most of it generated by river-fed
hydro-electricity. Thanks to that
abundant source of power, the country is
quickly expanding charging networks
and imports of EVs have doubled in each
of the past two years, according to
customs data.The Nepal Electricity
Authority estimates use of EVs has
reduced oil import costs by $22 million a
year, and the savings are
increasing.Access to electricity in Nepal
has soared in the past three decades as
hydroelectric projects were completed.
Now all but 6% of the population can
reach the country's fast-expanding grid.
That is enabling the country to leapfrog
its neighbors in adopting EVs.

Nepal so far has the peak capacity to
produce 2,600 megawatts of power and
that is increasing as new hydropower
plants are completed. A very small
amount of power is also generated by
solar plants.“Our electricity in the grid is

from hydropower so it is clean energy. &

And so Nepal is ideally placed to use
electricity to run our vehicles in the best

way it should be, which is that the energy

source itself is clean. It is not coal, gas or
nuclear or petroleum,” said Kanak Mani
Dixit, a leading environment and civil
rights activist.Official data on sales were
not available, but Chinese automaker
BYD’s Atto 3 and Indian maker Tata’s
Nexon appear to dominate sales of
electric passenger sedans.Nepal has
made boosting use of EVs part of its
national commitments to curbing climate
changing emissions, pledging to raise
EVs to 25% of all auto sales by 2025 and
90% by 2030.To help drive more sales,
the government is charging lower duties
on imported EVs, ranging from 25% to
90%. The import duties on gas and diesel-
fueled vehicles are 276% to 329%.

Nepal also has been quickly adding
charging stationsSagar Mani Gnawali,
who head the agency’s department in
charge of Electric Vehicle Charging
infrastructure Development, said Nepal
now has 400 charging stations and the
number is expected to double within a
year.Jyotindra Sharma, a cardiac surgeon

who has been driving an EV, a 2019 KIA
Niro, for four years, says he is glad to
know he is helping reduce the smog that
poses severe health hazards in the
Kathmandu valley.“ am extremely
happy using an electric vehicle because I
could contribute to the environment
compared to the petrol cars," he said.
“The electricity cost for charging and
everything is much less and I got a much,
much more luxurious car for the same
price compared with gas-fueled cars,”
Sharma said.EV enthusiasts also include
drivers of small public vans who make
their living ferrying passengers around
the city and beyond.“It is very easy to

drive, there is no pollution, and it's
good for the environment. Not only
that, it's good for the country as the
nation’s money does not go to foreign
land to buy oil. There are benefits all
round," said Bhakta Kumar Gupta
who has drives people from
Kathmandu to southern Nepal and
back everyday.Gupta replaced his
diesel-run van with an EV the same
size that can carry 10 passengers. It
cost him $40 to buy diesel every day.
Now, he says it costs about $6 to
charge his van.But while hundreds of
small EV vans ferry passengers on short
routes, Kathmandu has very few EV
buses and none connect the capital with
other cities. Pollution from buses and
other vehicles and from burning fuels for
cooking and heating made Kathmandu
one of the world's worst polluted cities for
several days in April, as the government
warned people to stay indoors.Shifting to
more EVs is crucial, said Dixit, the
environmental activist.“We desperately
need that for the sake of our health and for
the sake of our economy’s health,
individuals' health and our lungs as well
as our national health,” he said.
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"Hard Times Ahead': Ad

hir Chowdhury

After Losing Bengal's Baharampur

Baharampur, West Bengal: A day after his
defeat from the Baharampur parliamentary
constituency, veteran Congress leader and
five-time MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury on
Wednesday said he wasn't certain of what
his political future would look like.

The party's prime mover in West Bengal and
the state Pradesh Congress president was
stunned by Trinamool Congress's star
candidate and cricketer-turned-politician
Yusuf Pathan who comprehensively
defeated Chowdhury by a margin of over
85,000 votes.With Mr Chowdhury
vanquished, Congress lost its political grip
over Baharampur, which was among the last
standing Congress bastions of the state, and
was reduced to a party with just the Malda
Dakshin seat from Bengal.

Speaking to a Bengali TV channel at his
Baharampur residence, Mr Chowdhury said
he was apprehending "hard times" for
himself'in the days ahead."In my endeavour
to fight this government, I have neglected
my sources of income. I call myself a BPL
MP. Thave no other skills apart from politics.

So I will have difficulties for myself in the
days ahead and I have no clue how to
overcome them," the 68-year-old leader
said.Mr Chowdhury confirmed he would be
visiting the Capital soon to vacate his MP
residence. "My daughter is a student and
uses the place sometimes for her studies. I
will have to find a new place there since |
don't have one," he said.Speaking on
Mamata Banerjee's post-poll proximity to
the INDIA bloc, Mr Chowdhury said he
never objected to the TMC's presence in the
opposition platform but agreed that he held
his ground before the party's high command
in resisting an alliance with Ms Banerjee
which he felt would be tantamount to
committing a political hara-kiri.Asked
whether he would continue as state PCC
chief, the leader said, "I have accepted my
defeat in the polls and had previously
wanted to relinquish my post urging my
leaders to find someone more able than me
for the job. I stayed back on the requests of
Sonia Gandhi. I have received no calls from
my leaders yet. I will repeat my will to my

party once I get that call." Mr
Chowdhury said it was the party's
discretion to not send any leader to
campaign in Baharampur and that he
had no comments to make about that.

"We took part in Rahul Gandhi's East-

West Bharat Jodo Yatra when it
reached Murshidabad. Our party
president Mallikarjun Kharge
campaigned in Malda once but never
came to Baharampur. That was a call

of our central leadership about which I

have nothing to say," he said.Casting
serious apprehensions of post-poll
violence and backlash on Congress
workers in the state from Trinamool, Mr
Chowdhury urged Mamata Banerjee to
ensure the security of his supporters."The
state is now conquered. What's the point in
targeting our workers now? Punish me all
you want for opposing you, but leave my
workers alone. They don't deserve to be
punished for supporting the Congress," Mr
Chowdhury said in a pleading tone.An MP
from Baharampur since 1999 this was

perhaps Mr Chowdhury's toughest electoral
challenge which came in the form of Mr
Pathan, the non-resident TMC candidate
from Gujarat.Believed to be in defiance of
the wishes of the Congress high command,
Mr Chowdhury was instrumental in
stitching a seat-sharing arrangement with
the Left in Bengal to take on the Banerjee-
led ruling dispensation in the current
elections despite Congress and TMC
remaining stakeholders in the opposition's

INDIA bloc at the national level. A
vociferous critic of Banerjee since
the Congress's alliance with the
TMC fell through after the 2011
Assembly polls and subsequent
erosion of the former's political
foothold in the state bolstered by
large-scale defections to the
Trinamool, Chowdhury has
consistently built his political
narrative advocating for an alliance
with the Left to simultaneously
fight BJP and TMC in Bengal. That
alliance, forged in the 2016 and
2021 state polls and which partially
materialized into a seat-sharing
arrangement in the 2019 general elections,
was believed to be working better in the
current edition of the Lok Sabha polls.

However, with both the vote share and the

number of seats of Left-Congress combine
sliding further in Bengal compared to its
2019 figures, that perception turned out to
be a myth that the hard ground reality of poll
turfhas now busted.

Uttarakhand missing
trekkers: Toll reaches 9,
choppers roped in for
rescue ops

New Delhi:Search and rescue operations that started
yesterday to trace missing trekkers in Uttarakhand's
Uttarkashi continued for the second day on Thursday.
The death toll reached nine and 13 trekkers were
rescued as the operation continued. However, only
five bodies have been recovered so far.On Tuesday, a
group of 22 trekkers en route to Sahastra Tal in
Uttarakhand went missing after being stranded on top
of'ahill at an altitude of 15,000 feet on the Uttarkashi-
Tehri border.

Uttarkashi District Magistrate Meharban Singh Bisht
said that the trekking team comprising 18 members
from Karnataka, one from Maharashtra and three
guides from Uttarkashi had gone on a trekking
expedition to Sahastra Tal on May 29 and were to
return on June 7.At around 4 pm on Tuesday, they
found themselves stranded at the Kufri top due to
extremely bad weather, he added.The Uttarkashi and
Tehri Disaster Management Centre was alerted about
the incident and the State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) teams were sent for rescue and relief to the
Kush Kalyan base camp, where the trek commenced.

Five deaths were reported yesterday, which increased to
nine on Thursday and 13 have been rescued. NDRF
personnel and two helicopters have been deployed to
carry out the rescue operation. An ambulance has also
been stationed at Matli helipad.Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami expressed remorse
over the incident and said that appropriate relief will
be provided. The Air Force was also being roped in for
help, he told India Today TV.

Delhi gets brief rain
respite, heatwave to
prevail for next 4 days

New Delhi: Delhiites were in for a pleasant surprise when
a sudden spell of rain lashed the city on Wednesday
evening, bringing the soaring temperatures several
notches down. The city recorded maximum temperature
at 44 degrees Celsius, which had constantly ranged
around the same temperature for much part of the
day.The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
forecast partly cloudy skies that may accompany dust
storm or thunderstorm, with light rain and wind speeds
ranging from 30 to 40 kmph on Thursday.he
temperatures on Thursday are likely to stay btween 30
and 42 degrees Celsius, respectively.

Several other parts of the country, including Guwahati in
Assam, parts of Himachal Pradesh, several parts of
Mumbai as well as some cities in Karnataka also

witnessed rain, providing much-needed relief from
heatwave conditions.However, the weather department
has said that heatwave-like conditions were likely to
prevail over the next three to four days in several parts of
north, north-west and central India.

"Heat wave conditions are very likely in isolated pockets
of East Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Bihar during
June 5-9 in Punjab, Haryana-Chandigarh-Delhi,
Rajasthan on June 5; Odisha on June 5 and 6, 2024," the
weather department said in a morning bulletin on
Wednesday.

Despite a slight dip in temperatures lately, the maximum
temperatures have hovered between 43-45 degrees
Celsius in some parts of north Rajasthan, south
Haryana, north Madhya Pradesh and southeast Madhya
Pradesh, and in the range of 41-43 degrees Celsius in
many parts of Punjab, remaining parts of Haryana,
Delhi, south Rajasthan, parts of west Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Vidarbha, Telangana and south interior
Odisha over the past week.

Gang War Continues Inside Delhi's Tihar Jail,
Rlvuls Stub Another Prisoner

New Delhi: A prisoner 5=
was stabbed in a fight &
that broke out inside s
the Tihar Jail
allegedly between
members of rival
gangs, police said
today.The injured,
Hitesh, a murder case .
undertrial, was taken ! i
to Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Hospital,
where he is being
treated, they said.The 7
fight had allegedly

persons who attacked
Hitesh have come as
Gaurav Lohra and
Gurinder. As of now, the
confirmation about the
identity of the attackers is
a matter of investigation.
Hitesh sustained injuries
and was shifted to the
DDU hospital," he said.
The officer said Hitesh has
been in jail since 2019,
while Gaurav and
Gurinder are undergoing
trial in cases of murder and

broken out around
11:15 am on
Wednesday between Hitesh, a
member of Gogi gang, and two others
from Tillu Tajpuriya gang, an officer
said.

A police source said that Hitesh was
stabbed with a weapon similar to an
ice-pick."On Wednesday, a matter

was reported in Hari Nagar Police
Station from DDU that an injured man
from Tihar jail has been brought to the
hospital. Based on that, the local
police reached the hospital and
inquired about the matter," Deputy
Commissioner of Police (west)
Vichitra Veer said."The names of the

SC
sa

attempted murder."Based
on the nature of injuries, a

case under Section 307 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) has been registered
and the investigation is being
conducted," the DCP added.Gangster
Tajpuriya was stabbed to death by

veral members of a rival gang in the
me jail in May last year.

‘They won in land of secularism, has to be examined critically’: As
BJP breaches Kerala fortress, an admission from (M Pinarayi

New Delhi: A day after the Lok Sabha
elections results came out, Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
Wednesday said the
verdict will be examined
and required corrections
will be made in the
functioning of the Left
government. The CPI(M)-
led Left Democratic Front
won only one of the 20
seats in Kerala and could
not improve its 2019 tally.
During campaigning, the
CPI(M) had refrained
from considering the
elections as a referendum
on the eight-year-old
Vijayan regime despite a
strong anti-incumbency

factor behind the Kerala outcome.Inan  Vijayan said the victory of the BJP in

official communication, Vijayan said
the LDF did not get the expected
victory: “Drawbacks will be rectified.

Efforts to counter the wicked campaign
against the government and to clear

people’s misconceptions will be  sh

~o- 8.

strengthened.”

Thrissur is being seen seriously. “That  sh
BJP has won in a land of democracy
and secularism (and it) has to be

examined critically. All people
believing in secularism and democracy

ould be ready for such a review. The
government would take
comprehensive and
micro-level steps to
keep people close to it,”
he said.

Referring to the overall
Lok Sabha elections
results, Vijayan said it is
ablow to BJP’s efforts to
subvert democracy and
constitutional values.

“The result shows people
have rejected all the
propaganda with the
backing of the media,
the administration,
central agencies and

money power. People of India have

attered BJP’s illusion that they can

go ahead by raising communalism and
sectarianism,” he said.

How food inflation played
part in NDA’s Lok Sabha
poll reverses

New Delhi: If there’s one economic variable that
could be held most responsible for the ruling
Narendra Modi-led National Democratic
Alliance’s (NDA) losses in the current national
elections, it is food inflation.Annual inflation
based on the Consumer Food Price Index (CPFI)
averaged a mere 0.03 per cent in the 12 months
from May 2018 leading to the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. But in the 12-month run up (May 2023-
April 2024) to this year’s elections, retail food
inflation has averaged 7.88 per cent.All the three
basic foods —roti (cereals), dal (pulses) and sabzi
(vegetables) — have registered double-digit
inflation in the last 12 months, which would have
definitely weighed on the ordinary voter’s mind.
During this period, the average annual CFPI
increase in cereals was 10.39 per cent, while
16.07 per cent for pulses and 18.33 per cent for
vegetables.In contrast, the May 2018-April 2019
period saw retail average just 1.98 per cent for
roti, minus 7.24 per cent for dal and minus 4.80
per cent for sabzi.Modi A look at numbers during
the two tenures of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

The Modi government’s entire first term (Modi
1.0) was, in fact, marked by benign inflation.
Overall consumer price index (CPI) inflation
averaged 4.39 per cent and CFPI inflation even
lower at 3.38 per cent. CFPI inflation ruled above
CPI inflation in only 21 out of the 60 months
from May 2014 to April 2019.1t has been the
opposite in the Modi government’s second term
(Modi 2.0) from May 2019 to April 2024 (see
charts). General CPI inflation has averaged 5.69
per cent, more than the Reserve Bank of India’s
medium-term target of 4 per cent. The average
retail food inflation has been even higher at 6.48
per cent. And CFPI inflation has exceeded CPI
inflation in 30 out of 58 months (comparative
data for the two Covid months of April and May
20202 isn’t available).The low inflation during
Modi 1.0 had primarily to do with international
prices — not only of crude petroleum, but also
agri-commodities. The United Nations’ widely-
tracked food price index crashed from an average
of 119.1 points in 2013-14 to 90 points by 2015-
16. The index — a weighted average of the world
prices of a basket of food commodities over a
base period value (taken at 100 for 2014-16) —
was at 96.5 points even in 2019-20, before
soaring thereafter to record levels of 133.2 points
and 140.8 points in 2021-22 and 2022-23
respectively.

India a strong market for US firms regardless

of which party in power:

President and CEQO of US-India
Strategic Partnership Forum
(USISPF), Mukesh Aghi shares
his thoughts on the India
general election results, how it
will impact US-India economic
ties, and why India remains a
strong market for US investors,
in an exclusive interview with
India Today TV's Executive
Editor, Geeta Mohan.

New Delhi: In the aftermath of the general
elections of India, which have been
nothing but a thriller, there are questions
about how it would impact India-US
economic ties. To answer that and more,
Mukesh Aghi, President and CEO of US-
India Strategic Partnership Forum
(USISPF) joined India Today's Executive
Editor Geeta Mohan in an exclusive
interview.

A: Good to be talking to you. When
you look at the election result, you
have the Prime Minister's
(Narendra Modi) party, BJP, not
getting an absolute majority. But I
think they will soon form a
coalition government and come
back. The question is the impact or
the interest of international
investors in India. I think that does
not deplete at all because you have
to look at it from a broader
perspective. One 1is that
geopolitically, India is in a very strong
position vis-a-vis China, and it's an
economy that is growing substantially
from $4 trillion to $5 trillion by 2027 and
then (would) continue to grow. That
attracts a lot of companies to come into
India and be able to gain the market share
of the growing economy.

Two, from a China perspective, US
companies are looking at de-risking the
supply chain, so that process continues. I
think it's important to understand that
regardless of who comes to power in
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USISPF CEO

Having said that, when you woke up and
looked at the numbers, did you
imagine this could be the result in
India?

A: 1 think after the Ram Mandir there (in
Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh) you had a very
strong Modi wave, and everybody
expected that the numbers would be
much, much higher. We believe that
there was a sense of comfort and
complacency in the BJP. A lot of people
didn't turn out to vote because they felt

India, India will keep on playing a very

critical role, both from a market
opportunity perspective and also from a
geopolitical perspective.l don't think
there's any diminishing of interest. I think
more important, what is going to be
critical is that the sense of reform
continues, a sense of stability continues, a
sense of transparency continues. And I
think that, regardless of who comes in and
drives the agenda, those few items which I
mentioned will continue because India is
going to play a critical role, a pivotal role,
and that process continues.

that the Prime Minister would win
anyhow. But that's democracy. You have
to adopt and adjust to the changes of the
people.And that's what the US has to
learn.

Changes that happen in Indian democracy
are accepted and people move on. And I
think from our perspective, when you
look at the strength of Indian democracy, a
people's board is critical, people's power
is critical. And when you have a coalition
government coming in, you will see a
much more centrist approach to the
domestic agenda.
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Israeli strike targeting Gaza
school 'housing' Hamas
militants kills 27

World Around 27 people were killed in an Israeli airstrike
on a Gaza school, with Israel claiming that the
compound housed Hamas militants, Reuters reported.
However, local media said the school compound was
sheltering people displaced due to the ongoing war.

Israel claimed the United Nations school in Nuseirat, in
central Gaza, had a hidden Hamas command post. It said
the compound housed Hamas fighters involved in the
October 7,20023, attack on Israel that triggered the war,
which is now in its eighth month.Israel's military said
that before the strike by fighter jets, steps were taken to
reduce civilian casualties.However, Ismail Al-Thawabta,
the director of the Hamas-run government media office,
rejected Israel's claims." The occupation uses lying to the
public opinion through false fabricated stories to justify
the brutal crime it conducted against dozens of displaced
people," Thawabta told Reuters.The development
comes as Israel said there would be no halt to fighting
during ceasefire talks.On Wednesday, Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh said the group would not agree to
anything less than a permanent end to the war in Gaza
and Israeli withdrawal as part of a ceasefire plan.

"The movement and factions of the resistance will deal
seriously and positively with any agreement that is based
on a comprehensive ending of the aggression and the
complete withdrawal and prisoner swap," Reuters
quoted Haniyeh as saying.The remark by Haniyeh was
seen as a response to US President Joe Biden's three-
phase plan to end the war in Gaza. The plan includes an
"enduring ceasefire" and Israeli withdrawal from Gaza if
Hamas releases all hostages.Meanwhile, talks between
Hamas and the Fatah party of Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas for a post-war order in the Palestinian
territories will likely be held in China in mid-June,
Reuters reported. Two rounds of reconciliation talks
have already been held in China and Russia.

US court pauses Trump's
2020 election interference
case

World A Georgia appeals court on Wednesday paused
the criminal case accusing Donald Trump of seeking to
subvert the 2020 election while it considers the former
president's bid to disqualify lead prosecutor Fani
Willis, a court order showed.The order prevents the
sprawling case against Trump and 14 co-defendants
from moving toward trial while Trump appeals a
judge's ruling allowing Willis, the Fulton County
district attorney, to remain on the case.lIt is another
indication that the case, one of four facing Trump as he
seeks to unseat President Joe Biden and return to the
White House, will not go to trial before the Nov 5
election.A New York jury last week found Trump
guilty of trying to cover up a hush money payment to a
porn star, a verdict that Trump has vowed to appeal.
The two federal cases against him, for trying to
overturn his defeat and mishandling classified
documents after leaving office, have also been bogged
down by legal challenges.In the Georgia case, Trump
and eight co-defendants are seeking to disqualify
Willis' office over allegations that a romantic
relationship with a former top deputy posed a conflict
of interest.Prosecutors have also signaled they will
appeal a prior ruling that tossed out some criminal
counts in the indictment.Fulton County Judge Scott
McAfee, who is overseeing the case, previously
signaled he would address some pre-trial legal issues
during the appeal, but Wednesday's order prevents him
from taking any action.The appeal is likely to take
several months to resolve. The court earlier this week
scheduled oral argument in October. Trump and the 14
co-defendants have pleaded not guilty to racketeering
and other charges stemming from what prosecutors
allege was a scheme to overturn Trump's narrow defeat
in Georgia in the 2020 election.

4 dead, 26 injured after two
trains collide in Czech
Republic

World At least four people died while 26 others were
injured after a passenger train collided with a cargo train
in the Czech Republic's Pardubice on Wednesday
evening, the regional governor said.After the incident,
rescue teams reached the spot and started evacuating the
passengers.

In a post on microblogging site X, Czech Republic's Prime
Minister Petr Fiala expressed condolences on the

incident and said, "The collision of two trains in
Pardubice is a great misfortune. We are all thinking of
the victims and the injured. My sincere condolences to
all the bereaved."According to news agency Reuters,
the crash occurred in Pardubice, part of the country's
main rail corridor from Prague to the east

Sharing details about the passenger train, Pardubice
region's Governor Martin Netolicky said that it was
operated by rail company RegioJet."A head-on collision
between a Regiolet train and a freight train claimed
several lives and left dozens injured," he said in a post on
Facebook.Footage after the crash on news website
idnes.cz showed at least one carriage off the track, while
police showed on their X handle a line of emergency
service vehicles and a helicopter.

A spokesperson for the railway departent's firefighters
told Czech TV that several passengers were also
seriously injured.
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26 year old Russian-Ukrainan in France detained on
suspicion of violent act after blowing himself up

World France's National Anti-Terrorism
Prosecutor's Office said on Wednesday
that a 26-year-old Russian-Ukrainian was
held on suspicion of planning a violent act
after he injured himselfin an explosion.

The individual suffered " serious burns after
the explosion" and was treated by a fire
brigade, said the prosecutors.A
subsequent search of his room led to the
discovery of products and materials
intended for the manufacture of explosive
devices. A stash of guns and fake
passports were also found at the hotel,
situated in the commune of Roissy-en-
France, according to AFP."Products and
materials intended to manufacture
explosive devices" have been found at his
hotel room, AFP quoted the prosecutor's
office (PNAT) as saying."One of these
devices had exploded," the prosecutors
said. The man suffered head injuries.On
Tuesday, the prosecutor's office initiated
an investigation into suspected plans to

commit a violent act.Given the gravity of

the situation, the man is being detained by
France's domestic intelligence agency,
General Directorate for Internal Security
(DGSI), instead of the regular police.
Specialist anti-terror prosecutors are

handling the case instead of criminal
prosecutors.France has heightened its
security alert to the highest level in
preparation for the Olympic Games in

Paris, scheduled from July 26 to August
11.This week, France is also hosting
significant commemorations for the 80th
anniversary of D-Day in Normandy, with

US President Joe Biden, Ukraine's
Volodymyr Zelensky, and other leaders
expected to attend the main event on
Thursday.

Brazil braces for severe drought after
historic floods killed 172 people

Brazil has recently been hit by extreme weather events, most recently historic flooding

east 172 people.

in the state of Rio G

Brasilia, After torrential rains that

sparked historic flooding in southern
Brazil, the country expects a swing to
severe drought in parts, the
environment minister said
Wednesday.Brazil has been battered by
a series of extreme weather events,
most recently once-in-a-century
flooding in the state of Rio Grande do
Sul thatleft 172 people dead.

Environmental Minister Marina Silva

said the flooding was due to a mash-up
of natural phenomena such as El Nino
and climate change, a double-whammy
also seen elsewhere.""We have the same
thing happening in the Pantanal, the
Amazon," she said, referring to climate
extremes in one of the world's largest
tropical wetlands, and its largest
rainforest.She said the northeastern
Caatinga - a unique and biodiverse
semi-arid biome - was "already

] ]

experiencing moments of severe
drought, and in the case of Rio Grande
do Sul we are going to have severe
drought".Silva, who was speaking at
an event with President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, warned of more fires
after record blazes in the first few
months of the year.A rapid study done
by global scientists after the flooding in
Rio Grande do Sul determined that
climate change made the event twice as
likely, with El Nino playing as big a
role in the catastrophe.

rande do Sul that killed at |

El Nino, which alters rainfall patterns
around the world, making parts more
susceptible to torrential showers or
drought, is currently weakening. After
a brief neutral period, La Nina - which
can lead to drought conditions in parts
of Latin America - is expected to return.

A renowned activist in her field, Silva
returned to head the environment
ministry and oversee Brazil's climate
change policies when Lula returned to
power in January 2023.She had good
news for Brazil's Cerrado region, a vast
tropical savanna renowned for its rich
biodiversity where deforestation
soared 43 percent in 2023 while it
halved in the Amazon.Silva said that
between January and May,
deforestation had reduced 12.9 percent
in the Cerrado but "it is too early to say
that this is a lasting inflection in the
curve".

Pro-Palestine protesters storm US
university president's office, arrested

World More than a dozen people were

arrested at Stanford University in
California on Wednesday after pro-
Palestinian student protesters
barricaded themselves inside the office
of the school president, the latest clash
between US students and authorities
over the Israel-Gaza conflict.

Approximately 10 students entered the

administrative offices building around
5.30 am on the last day of classes for
the spring quarter, according to the
student newspaper The Stanford Daily,
while about 50 students linked arms
and surrounded the building, chanting,
"Palestine will be free."In a post on
Instagram, the group Liberate Stanford
said an "autonomous group of
students" had occupied the office of
university President Richard Saller.
The students have called on the school
to divest from companies linked to
Israel's war in Gaza, among other
demands.Police used a crowbar to

enter the building about two hours after
the demonstration began, according to
the Stanford Daily. The university said
13 people had been arrested, one
officer was injured, and the building
had suffered "extensive"
damage.Arrested students will be
suspended, and any seniors will not be
permitted to graduate, the school said.

In a statement, Saller and the school's

provost, Jenny Martinez, said they
were "appalled and deeply saddened"
by the students' actions.The university
also removed a pro-Palestinian

encampment that had stood on campus
since April and a pro-Israel display
honoring the victims of Hamas' attack
on Oct. 7, citing public safety
concerns.The situation on campus has
now crossed the line from peaceful
protest to actions that threaten the
safety of our community," the school
leaders wrote. The arrested students
included a reporter for the Stanford
Daily, the newspaper said.Hundreds of
students have been arrested in recent
months after staging demonstrations,
setting up encampments and in some
cases taking over buildings to protest
Israel's assault on Gaza, which has
killed more than 36,000 Palestinians,
according to Gazan health authorities.

The Israeli campaign began after Hamas,
the militant group that rules Gaza,
attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7,
killing around 1,200 people and taking
more than 250 hostages, according to
Israeli tallies.

Putin warns Russia
could supply long-range
weapons to strike West

World President Vladimir Putin warned on
Wednesday that Russia could provide long-range
weapons to others to strike Western targets in
response to NATO allies allowing Ukraine to use
their arms to attack Russian territory.Putin also
reaffirmed Moscow’s readiness to use nuclear
weapons ifit sees a threat to its sovereignty.

The recent actions by the West will further
undermine international security and could lead
to “very serious problems,” he said, taking
questions from international journalists —
something that has become extremely rare since
Moscow sent troops into Ukraine.That would
mark their direct involvement in the war against
the Russian Federation, and we reserve the right
to act the same way,” Putin added.The United
States and Germany recently authorized Ukraine
to hit some targets on Russian soil with the long-
range weapons they are supplying to Kyiv.

On Wednesday, a Western official and a US senator
said Ukraine has used US weapons to strike inside
Russia under newly approved guidance from
President Joe Biden that allows American arms to
be used for the limited purpose of defending
Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city. The
official was not authorized to comment publicly
on the sensitive matter and spoke on condition of
anonymity.Putin claimed that using some
Western-supplied weapons involves military
personnel of those countries controlling the
missiles and selecting targets, and therefore he
said Moscow could take “asymmetrical” steps
elsewhere in the world. The US military said it
does not control the missiles it provides to
Ukraine or the targets.“If they consider it possible
to deliver such weapons to the combat zone to
launch strikes on our territory and create
problems for us, why don’t we have the right to
supply weapons of the same type to some regions
of the world where they can be used to launch
strikes on sensitive facilities of the countries that
do it to Russia?” he said.““We will think about it,”
he told the journalists on the sidelines of the
annual St. Petersburg International Economic
Forum.Asked whether Russia could resort to
using nuclear arms, Putin said the conditions for
utilizing that arsenal are clearly spelled out in
Moscow’s security doctrine.

“For some reason, they believe in the West that
Russia will never use it,” he said.“Look at what is
written there,” he said of Russia’s nuclear
doctrine. “If somebody’s actions threaten our
sovereignty and territorial integrity, we consider
it possible to use all means at our disposal.”Even
Russia’s battlefield nuclear weapons are much
more powerful than what the US used against
Japan in World War II, Putin said.Speaking to
senior news leaders of international news
agencies, including The Associated Press, for
more than three hours.

WHO confirms world's first human bird flu death in Mexico

The world health body said that the 59-year-old man had been hospitalised in Mexico City and died on April

24 after developing a fever, shortness of breath, diarrhoea, nausea and general discomfort.

Mexico City, A person with prior health
complications who had contracted bird
flu died in Mexico in April and the source
of exposure to the virus was unknown,
the World Health Organization said on
Wednesday. WHO said the current risk of
bird flu virus to the general population is
low.The 59-year-old resident of the State
of Mexico had been hospitalised in
Mexico City and died on April 24 after
developing a fever, shortness of breath,
diarrhoea, nausea and general discomfort,
WHO said."Although the source of
exposure to the virus in this case is
currently unknown, A(HS5N2) viruses
have been reported in poultry in Mexico",
WHO said in a statement.It was the first
laboratory-confirmed human case of
infection with an influenza A(H5N2)
virus globally and the first avian H5 virus
reported in a person in Mexico, according
to the WHO.Scientists said the case is
unrelated to the outbreak of H5N1 bird
flu in the United States that has so far
infected three dairy farm
workers.Mexico's Health Ministry also
said in a statement the source of infection
had not been identified.

The victim had no history of exposure to
poultry or other animals but had multiple

ministry and the WHO said.Bird flu has
infected mammals such as seals,
raccoons, bears and cattle, primarily due
to contact with infected birds.Scientists
are on alert for changes in the virus that
could signal it is adapting to spread more
easily among humans.The United States
has reported three cases of HSN1 human
infection after exposure to cows since an
outbreak was detected in dairy cattle in
March. Two had symptoms of
conjunctivitis, while the third also had
respiratory symptoms.Although the
death in Mexico was not the same strain
as the one that is currently infecting cattle
in the United States, they are both HS
avian viruses.Pekosz said that since 1997,

-

been bedridden for three weeks, for other
reasons, prior to the onset of acute
symptoms, the WHO said.Mexico's
health ministry said the person had
chronic kidney disease and type 2
diabetes."That immediately puts a person
at risk of more severe influenza, even
with seasonal flu", said Andrew Pekosz,
an influenza expert at Johns Hopkins
University.But how this individual got
infected "is a big question mark that at
least this initial report doesn't really
address thoroughly".

underlying medical conditions and had In March, Mexico's government reported

an outbreak of A(H5N2) in an isolated
family unit in the country's western
Michoacan state. The government said
the cases did not represent a risk to distant
commercial farms, nor to human health.

After the April death, Mexican authorities

confirmed the presence of the virus and
reported the case to the HO, the agency
said.Mexico's Health Ministry said there
was no evidence of person-to-person
transmission in the case and farms near
the victim's home were monitored.

Other people in contact with the person

tested negative for bird flu, the health

HS5 viruses have continuously shown a
propensity to infect mammals more than
any other avian influenza virus."So it
continues to ring that warning bell that we
should be very vigilant about monitoring
for these infections, because every
spillover is an opportunity for that virus
to try to accumulate those mutations that
make it better infect humans", Pekosz
said.Australia reported its first human
case of A(H5N1) infection in May, noting
there were no signs of transmission. It has,
however, found more poultry cases of H7
bird flu on farms in Victoria state.
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Special win for special set
of fans: Uganda captain

proud of T20 World Cup

milestone

New Delhi. Uganda captain Brian Masaba
reflected on years of hard work after his team
won their first-ever men's T20 World Cup
match, scripting history in their maiden
appearance in the tournament. Uganda
defeated fellow debutants Papua New
Guinea in a battle of associates in Group C at
the Providence Stadium in Guyana. Uganda
scraped through a victory, successfully
chasing down 78 in a low-scoring thriller
against PNG on Thursday, June 6.

Brian Masaba also highlighted the huge group
of travelling fans who cheered for the team
throughout the contest. Masaba said the
group of fans didn't come to the World Cup
expecting a victory, but said it was a special
feeling to make them proud.Uganda were
hammered by Afghanistan by 125 runs in
their first match of the T20 World Cup earlier
in the week, but the African nation fought
back to surprise PNG with a disciplined
bowling attack, led by their 43-year-old
spinner Frank Nsubuga who bowled the
most economical spell in a men's T20 World
Cup match. It was a gritty effort from Brian
Masaba's side as they tasted success in their
first appearance in the showpiece event.

Pretty special win for us. Our first win at the
World Cup, doesn't get more special than
this. Tam super proud of the work they put in.
To get a win for their country at a World Cup,
it is pretty special. It has been quite a
journey. Three to four years of very, very
hard work, by the players and the board back
home. Getting to the World Cup was special,
but this is more special," Masaba said on
Thursday.Notably, Uganda came through to
the World Cup after beating the likes of Test-
playing Zimbabwe and 2003 World Cup
semifinalists Kenya in the African
qualifiers. Most of the players from the
Ugandan side are from humble
backgrounds, but the bunch of 15 have
rallied together over the last 15 years.

MIYAGIMAGIC FOR UGANDA

In fact, the fast bowler Juma Miyagi comes
from Naguru, located on the outskirts of
Kampala, their capital city. Nothing has
deterred the passion of these cricketers and it
has led to an incredible following back in
Uganda, which is predominantly a football-
loving country.

It was only poetic that Juma Miyagi played a
crucial role in their first-ever win at the
World Cup as he picked up 2 wickets for just
10 runs in 4 overs and chipped in with a
crucial 13 when Uganda were reduced to 26
for 5 in their successful chase of 78 against
PNG

Hardik Pandya finds form with

'special’ motivation and urge to
perform for pride

New Delhi. India vice-captain Hardik Pandya
played his first match in national colours
since his injury in the ODI World Cup 2023.
Pandya, who was injured while bowling
against Bangladesh, was out of the national
side for several months. The all-rounder
made a thundering comeback in the T20
World Cup, with a statement spell against
Ireland.

Pandya picked up 3 wickets in the match,
giving away just 27 runs from his four overs.
In the first three overs that he bowled,
Pandya was nearly unplayable, taking 3
wickets for 13 runs, including a maiden over.
The pacer was whacked in his final over, but
by that time, he had already bowled a match-
changing spell.The all-rounder had shown
promising signs with the bat in the warm-up
match against Bangladesh itself, but India
will be glad that Pandya bowled brilliantly
well against Ireland in the first innings of the
match.

Hardik flips a switch after IPL. 2024

Pandya seems to have flipped a switch after the
conclusion of the Indian Premier League.
The all-rounder was in horrible form in the
IPL 2024 and his relationship with the fans
nearly fell down after he was constantly
booed throughout the tournament. Pandya
went into a shell and simply smiled his way
through whenever he was in front of the
camera. However, there were some moments
where Pandya could be seen sitting on his
haunches, burying his face, trying to shut
everything out.

That seems to be a distant dream for Pandya
now. Speaking at the mid-innings interview
during the India vs Ireland game, Pandya
explained how he made the turnaround. The
all-rounder admitted to having found extra
motivation in playing for his country and the
urge to prove himself once again.

"Always special to play for the country, always
good to play for pride. I have been able to
contribute in the World Cups, God has been
kind," Pandya told the broadcaster during the
match.On the day, Hardk Pandy's first wicket
came just outside the powerplay in the 7th
over of the match. Pandya bowled a lovely
inswinger to Lorcan Tucker which sneaked
through the batter's defence to crash into his
stumps. The India vice-captain's second
wicket was against Curtis Campher in the 9th
over.

New Delhi.

Uganda celebrate historic T20 World Cup win
vs Papua New Guinea with special dance

«Uganda defeated PNG hy 3
wickets

«Uganda players celebrated the

win with a special dance

«This is not the first time

Uganda has brought out the
special dance

New Delhi. Uganda players were over the
moon as they celebrated their historic T20
World Cup win against Papua New Guinea
with a special dance after the match was
done on June 6, Thursday.

This is the first time that Uganda has been a
part of a major ICC event and they had faced
defeat in the first game against Afghanistan a

few days ago. However, Thursday was their

day as they got on the board in the T20 World
Cup 2024.In what was a low-scoring thriller,
Uganda defeated Papua New Guinea by 3
wickets to get their first win in an ICC event.

After the game was over, the Uganda players Uganda won the toss and opted to field in

showed their dancing skills as the backroom
staffalso joined in. You can see the full video

Guyana on Thursday. In the very first over of
the match,

below:This is not the first time that Uganda PNG lost their captain Assad Vala for 0 to

have pulled out the dance moves as they did
it after getting qualified for the T20 World

Cup 2024.
How did the Uganda vs PNG game unfold?

Alpesh Ramjani.PNG were reeling at 19 for
3 in the powerplay as Cosmas Kyewula and
Juma Miyagi joined the party, dismissing
Tony Ura and Sese Bau, respectively. Hiri

Rohit Sharma recalls World Cup final heartbreak:
'Asked my wife if it was a bad dream’

India captain Rohit Sharma
recalled the heartbreaking feeling after
India's loss in the ODI World Cup final to
Australia last year in Ahmedabad, saying he
had asked his wife the following day
morning whether it was all "a bad dream".
Rohit Sharma said he did not want be in the
cameramen's radar moments after the final,
revealing that he had run outside the field of
play and given himself a couple of moments
to reflect.Speaking in a promotional video,
Rohit Sharma revealed he felt frustrated and
was angry at himself after India lost to
Australia by 7 wickets in the World Cup final
at the Narendra Modi Stadium on November
19, 2023. Rohit said the team badly wanted
to lift the trophy and were confident after
having been on a 10-match winning run in
the lead-up to the final.

"When I woke up the next day after the World
Cup Final, I had no idea what happened last
night. I was discussing it with my wife and
told "Whatever happened last night was a bad
dream, right? I think the final is tomorrow,"
Rohit said in an interaction with Adidas
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India."Tt took me two to three days to realise
that we lost the final and that we will get
another chance only four years later," Rohit
added.

WAS IN NO MOOD TO STAND THERE:
ROHIT

The captain said he wanted to finish the post-
match routines as quickly as possible and get
out of the field."Before the final, the thought
of losing did not even occur to us. Everyone
believed we will run through and keep going
in the same direction because we were
playing very good cricket."I ran. I was in no

mood to stand there in the middle.
Honestly, I just wanted this so badly. When
you want something that desperately and
you don't get it, you get frustrated, you get
angry and you get all this negative things.
At that time, you won't even understand
what's happening in your life," Rohit
added.India headed into the World Cup
final as favourites at home. However, Pat
Cummins-led Australia completely
outplayed India on a sluggish pitch at the
Narendra Modi Stadium. Rohit hit 47 off
31, giving India a great start after they were
sent into bat. However, his wicket in the 10th
over sucked the momentum out of India's
innings. The hosts were bundled out for 240
in their quota of 50 overs. Travis Head then
went to score a hundred to help Australia lift
the World Cup for the sixth time in men's
cricket history.Having put behind the
disappointment, Rohit Sharma is leading
India in the T20 World Cup in the USA and
the West Indies. Rohit's men began their

New Delhi.

was the only man who showed some
resistance as he top-scored with 15 for
PNG.Left-arm orthodox bowler Frank
Nsubuga scripted history as he bowled the
most economical spell in the history of the
men's T20 World Cup. The left-arm spinner
picked up 2 wickets and conceded just 4 runs
in his four-over spell.

AUS vs OMN: World Cup-winning

captain Pat Cummins carries
drinks for teammates

Australia's ODI World Cup
winning captain Pat Cummins had a new
role on June 6, Thursday during the match
against Oman as he was carrying drinks for
his teammates in Barbados. Cummins, who
doesn't have the captaincy role in the T20I
format, wasn't selected for the game as
Australia decided to go with Nathan
Ellis.Despite not being in the playing XI,
Cummins showed his commitment to the
side as he carried the water to his teammates,
along with a few important messages during
the break. Australia would end up winning
the match by 39 runs to start their campaign
on a high.Cummins was coming into the
T20 World Cup on the back of a successful
IPL 2024 campaign. The all-rounder led
SRH from the front and helped them reach
the final against KKR. Despite finishing as
runners-up, Cummins and Co. played some
entertaining cricket. Cummins picked up 18
wickets and scored 136 runs in 16 matches
inthe IPL. 2024 season.

campaign against Ireland with a convincing 1y, did the AUS vs OMN match unfold?

8-wicket win in New York.

AUS vs OMN: Mitchell Starc injury update
provided by captain Mitchell Marsh after win

Starc went off the field in the
15th over

Marsh said they didn't want
to take a risk with Starc
Starc picked up 2 wickets in
the Oman win

New Delhi. Captain Mitchell Marsh has
allayed the fears of Australia fans as he
said that Mitchell Starc was suffering
from cramps after going off the field
during the win against Oman on June 6,
Thursday. Starc had started off his T20
World Cup campaign in perfect fashion
as he claimed a wicket in his first over
and ended with figures of 2 for 20.
However, the left-arm pacer would
leave the field towards the end of the
Oman innings.

In the 15th over, Starc bowled the first ball
which went for a wide and immediately
started to limp. The pacer was seen
stretching a bit and decided to go off the

field, as Maxwell was given the ball to finish
the over. Speaking after the win, Marsh said
they didn't want to take a chance with Starc
and decided to let him sit out the rest of the

1

game. The Aussie skipper said that when
Starc says he wants to go off, they would let
him do that."Starcy was just a cramp so
didn't want to take a chance. When Starcy
says I am okay to go off you let him go off."

said Marsh.

\Going to the old style in T20 World Cup

2024

Australia were given a test by Oman's bowling

early on as they were
struggling at 50 for 3 in 8.1
overs. Marcus Stoinis and
David Warner's partnership
helped them get to 164 in
the end, which proved to be
a winning total.Marsh said
it was a close game in the
end and they were happy
with the win. The Aussie
skipper feels that 200-plus
scores could be a rarity in
T20 World Cup 2024 and
they will be using the old
style in the
tournament."Close game.
Good to get the win. It's not
going to be the 200 types in
this tournament. We are
kind of going to the old T20
style here in this
tournament," said Marsh. Australia will face
England in their second game on June 8 and
Marsh said that they were up for the contest
against their arch-rivals.

Cummins' absence wasn't felt on the bowling

front as Australia cruised to the win in the
end against Oman. Having been asked to bat
first, the Aussies found themselves in
trouble as they were reduced to 50 for 3 in
8.3 overs.rcus Stoinis and David Warner
would then steady the ship and launch a
counter-attack with the former being the
aggressor. Stoinis flipped a switch in 15th
over when he hit Mehran Khan for 4 sixes as
the Aussies found momentum.Stoinis
remained unbeaten on 67 and Warner scored
56 as Australia posted 164 in the
end.Oman's chase never got off the blocks
quickly as they lost wickets at regular
intervals. Stoinis starred with the ball as well
and picked up 3 wickets to round off a
perfect night. Australia will now face
England on June 8 in a high-profile clash in
the tournament.

AUS vs OMN: Marcus Stoinis stars as Australia
secure convincing win ugams’r Oman

New Delhi. Marcus Stoinis and Mitchell
Starc were the stars of the show as Australia
registered a convincing 39-run win over
Oman to start their T20 World Cup
campaign off in perfect fashion on June 6,
Thursday. Stoinis scored 67 runs and picked
up 3 crucial wickets to be the star performer
of the match and carry his form from IPL
2024 into the ICC event. Chasing 165 to
win, Oman's came to an end at 125 for 9 as
they suffered their second defeat of the
campaign.After being put into bat, the
Aussies didn't have a great start with the bat
as they lost Travis Head early. The wicket
was doing its fair share of tricks as Mitchell
Marsh and Warner struggled to get going.
Mehran Khan would then come into the
attack and picked up two wickets to
completely rock the Australian innings.
First, he dismissed Marsh and followed it up
by sending Glenn Maxwell back to the
pavilion after Aqib Ilyas took a stunning

catch.Stoinis and Warner steadied the ship
before the all-rounder flipped the switch in
the 15th over as he took apart Mehran for
26 runs, which also included 4 sixes.
Stoinis and Warner continued to counter-
attack as the Oman bowling started to fall
apart under pressure. Stoinis scored 67 off
36 balls and got support from Warner who
got 56 off 51 as Australia posted 164 in the
end.

The Oman chase got off to the worst possible
start as they lost Pratik Athavale for a duck
as Starc bowled an incredible yorker.
Nathan Ellis came in and applied the
squeeze which led to the wicket of Kashyap
Prajapati. Ilyas provided some
entertainment with a few lusty blows, but
his wicket sort of ended the chase for Oman.

Stoinis would add to his tally after dismissing
Ilyas with the wicket of Zeeshan Maqgsood
as Starc also came in to grab another one.

Adam Zampa reached the landmark of 300
T20 wickets when he yorked Shoaib Khan.
Australia were made to sweat on the fitness
of Starc, who had to go off the field after
pickingup aniggle.

Ayaan Khan and Mehran provided some late
entertainment with cameos but Australia
would ensure they got all the points in the

end.

All-round Stoinis key for Australia

Stoinis was a match-winner for LSG in the
recently-concluded IPL when he scored a
fine hundred in a chase against CSK at
Chepauk. He has always been a tricky
customer with the ball and his all-round
skills would be key for Australia, if
they're to go the distance in the
tournament.

On a sluggish wicket, where others
struggled for timing, Stoinis rode on his
luck and started to take the attack to the

Oman bowlers. This was the right approach

as Australia seemed to be lost in Barbados at

that time.He would then come in and picked
two big wickets to cap off a fine night. With

Glenn Maxwell struggling for form and

Mitchell Marsh yet to be ready to have a

bowl, Stoinis seems to be the leading all-
rounder in the side at the moment.




BIOSCOPE THE PHETON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Friday, 07 June 2024

ejasswi

Makes Fans' Hearts Skip a Beat With
Her Stunning Photos

4 Each time she drops photos of herself on social media, she leaves

everyone gasping for breath, On Wednesday too, Tejasswi took to

' her Instagram handle and shared a series of pictures which are now

setting fire online.In these latest clicks, Tejasswi Prakash was seen

posing in a sequin outfit which had a long black tail. She opted for

golden heels with minimal accessories and kept her tresses open.

Needless to say, the Naagin actress looked breathtakingly gorgeous.

Check out the photos here:

k Soon after the pictures were shared, Tejasswi Prakash’s fans rushed

to the comments to shower love on the actress. “Omg..stunning

always spreading those Sparkle 47 " one of the fans wrote.

“Full on Fire Girl ,” added another. “WOW...you just stunned

me beyond limits. Ohhhh really sweety, Glowing through,

Sooo glamorous, Fabulous. You're flawless® " a third

comment read.Tejasswi Prakash is a popular television

actress who is known for shows like Swaragini, Rishta

Likhenge Hum Naya, Pehredaar Piya Ki and Karn Sangini

‘ among others. She also emerged as the winner of Salman

Khan’s Bigg Boss 15. Tejasswi was also seen in the sixth

season of Ekta Kapoor’s popular show, Naagin. In 2022,

i Tejasswi Prakash also made her Marathi movie debut with

‘ Mann Kasturi Re. It was a suspense romantic drama directed

by Sanket Mane and also starred Abhinay Berde in the

lead.ecently, Tejasswi Prakash also made headlines after a video

of the actress from an event went viral in which she was seen

making way for Nawazuddin Siddiqui. As Siddiqui was exiting

| ¢ and Prakash was entering, she stepped aside and waited patiently

y \ until he left. The video caught the attention of netizens, who were
then praising her for beinghesnectful‘

Nikki Tamboli

Goes Bold In Busty Gown, Hot Photos Go Vira+

Nikki Tamboli is no stranger to turning heads! The former Bigg Boss 14 contestant frequently grabs attention

' I \ejasswi Prakash never fails to impress all with her gorgeous looks.

for her bold fashion statements. Known for her stunning beauty, radiant smile, and flawless style, Nikki
always manages to impress with her outfit selections. Continuing her trend, she recently caused a stir online
with a glamorous photo showcasing her impeccable fashion sense.Recently, Nikki Tamboli took to her Instagram
handle and shared pictures of herself, dressed in a busty, sheer gown. She sizzled the feed as she struck several

poses for the shutterbug. She captioned the post, “Kise de haathna aavan... 'y .*

Although Nikki Tamboli became a
big name after her stint in Bigg
Boss 14, she has done numerous
films as well. She played
prominent roles in Tamil and
Telugu movies and was even seen
in the television show Sirf Tum in
2021.In a recent interview with
News 18 Showsha, Nikki Tamboli
spoke about how she is happy that
the perception about her being
just ‘a pretty face’ is slowly
changing. “Earlier, 1 had to
skirmish the stereotype of
primarily being more of a pretty
face. Filmmakers and producers
are grasping at the fact that 'm a
lot more than that,” Nikki Tamboli
told us.

“Slowly and steadily, all thanks to
the work opportunities I've been
bestowed with, I've been able to
paint the fact that there’s a lot of
finesse in my craft as a performing
artist. I'm glad that the people in
the industry who matter are acknowledging the performer in me and are bringing work offers to me
accordingly,” the 26-year-old actress added.Since her stint in Bigg Boss 14, Nikki has been
featured in several music videos. She often makes headlines for her stylish and bold outfit .
choices from time to time. :
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Ananya Panday Congratulates Varun

Dhawan, Natasha Dalal On Becoming
Parents: 'Baby No 1'

he newest parents in town, Varun Dhawan
and Natasha Dalal, welcomed their first

child, a baby girl, on Monday evening.
Ever since the news came out, congratulatory
messages and best wishes have been pouring in
from fans and celebrities alike. The Badlapur
actor’s close friend, actress Ananya Panday,
also extended a heartfelt greeting with a “lot of
love” for their daughter. Taking to her
Instagram Stories, Ananya shared Varun’s
announcement video and wrote, “Baby no. 1!!
Awesome people make awesome babies and
you guys are really awesome VD and Nats. So
much love for your baby girl.”arun also
reshared Ananya’s pot on her stories and
thanked her for the lely wish. Natasha delivered
a baby girl at Mumbai’s Hinduja Hospital on
June 3. Right after the baby’s arrival, Varun’s
father, director David Dhawan, met the
paparazzi stationed outside the hospital and
confirmed the news, Later, Varun Dhawan also
stepped out, looking all happy and grateful as
he greeted the media.Sharing the news with his
Instagram family, the actor shared a special
video and wrote, “Our baby girl is here. Thank u
for all the good wishes for the mama and the
baby.”

Celebrities instantly took to their respective

social media handles and sent warm wishes.
From Varun’s close buddy Arjun Kapoor to his
Student Of The Year co-stars Sidharth Malhotra
and Alia Bhatt, and debut director Karan Johar
among others, the couple received
heartwarming messages throughout the
evening. “My baby had a baby girl!!!! [ am over
the moooooooon!!!! Congratulations to the
proud mama and papa!!! Love you Natasha and
Varun,” Johar wrote on Instagram.Alia Bhatt
seemed overjoyed as she reposted Varun’s
announcement video and wrote, “Joy, joy and
pure joy. Another little girl who is going to rule
the world. Congratulations dearest Nat and
VD.”For the unversed, Varun Dhawan and
Natasha Dalal got married in an intimate
ceremony in 2021, after years of dating. Earlier
this year, they announced Natasha’s pregnancy
through an adorable maternity picture.

Will Jaya Bachchan Allow

Amitabh Bachchan to Work

with Rekha? Actress Once
Said "Why Should L..."

ollywood veteran actress Jaya Bachchan
had once said that she would not mind her

husband, actor Amitabh Bachchan
working with Rekha. Amitabh and Rekha set
the screen on fire several times in the 1970s. The
actors worked together in films such as Namak
Haraam (1973), Do Anjane (1976), Khoon
Pasina (1977). Mugaddar Ka Sikandar (1978),
Mr Natwarlal (1979) and Suhaag (1979).
However, one of their most memorable film to
date remains Silsila (1981) which also starred
Jaya Bachchan. Over 40 years since the film
released, Amitabh and Rekha have never shared
the screen since.hile they have not opened up
about the rason behind not working together
anymore, the growing speculation of their
relationship off-camera is often said to be the
reason they stopped collaborating. Jaya,
however, once had said that she would have no
issues if they would work together. However,
she pointed out that their collaboration would
be sensationalised and will overshadow their
work.s quoted by Rediff in October 2008, in an
interview with Peope magazine, Jaya was
asked, “Would youmind if they worked together
again?” The actress replied, “No, why should I
mind? But I feel it will be more like a sensation
than actual work. And that’s a pity because one
will miss the opportunity of seeing them
together. Both of them probably realise it will
20 beyond work.”Amitabh and Jaya have been
married for 51 years now. The couple tied the
knoton June 3, 1973. The couple welcomed two
kids, Shweta Bachchan and Abhishek
Bachchan. While Shweta is married to
businessman Nikhil Nanda, Abhishek is
married to Aishwarya Rai.

Last year, when Amitabh and Jaya celebrated

their 50th wedding anniversary, Abhishek
penned a sweet post for them. *Adding to the list
of the many Golden Jubilees to their
credit...But this is by far the most special one.
Happy 50th wedding anniversary Ma and Pa!”
he wrote.
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