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South Africa learning
to keep up with a
changing world

THE ruling African National Congress (ANC) has
recorded its worst poll performance since the end
of apartheid in South Africa three decades ago. It
has bagged barely 40 per cent of the votes in the
recent elections, even as former President Jacob
Zuma’s newly founded uMkhonto weSizwe
(MK) Party secured a vote share of 15 per cent.

South Africa went to the polls on May 29. Voting
was held for the formation of Parliament and state
Assemblies. The new Parliament will elect the
President. Observers have viewed the poll
outcome as a sign of the diminishing value of the
single-party system. A transition to a coalition
government was anticipated, but the scale of the
ANC’s decline is huge. Will this lead to a more
mature polity? Or, like in other African countries,
will election outcomes widen fissures? Kenyan
President William Ruto, who led the African
Union (AU) observer mission, suggested a
coalition based on agreement.

Since the end of apartheid in 1994, the ANC has had
a majority in both Houses of Parliament. The
party’s vote share had been in excess of 60 per
cent, except in 2019, when it dipped to 57.5 per
cent.Though the ANC still has the largest vote
share, it lacks a majority to form the government.
It is holding talks with other parties over stitching
together a ruling coalition. A 14-day window for
government formation is open.

While the White-dominated Democratic Alliance
(DA) has improved its vote share from 20.77 per
cent to 21.69 per cent, the Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) has seen its share decline from
10.8 per cent to 9.46 per cent. The good
performance delivered by Zuma’s MK is the
major reason why the ANC has lost ground,
mainly in KwaZulu-Natal.

With Cyril Ramaphosa as the President, South
Africa tried to play a larger role on the world
stage. A stable nation would be able to continue to
do so. A coalition government, however, would
need to harmonise the nuances of foreign policy.

The MK and the EFF are unlikely to have major
differences with the existing foreign policy. Their
domestic demands may be stronger. A coalition
including the DA will lead to a balancing act in
foreign policy and perhaps push South Africato a
less strident anti-West position. The DA is a
centre-right party with an anti-corruption and
economic reform agenda, which is preferred by
investors.In the past five years, the salient
features of South Africa’s policy have included a
closer engagement with China and, consequently,
with Russia. It has distanced itself somewhat
from the Western bloc. After initial criticism of
the Russian action against Ukraine, not only did
South Africa abstain from voting on UN
resolutions pertaining to the conflict, but it also
led an African peace initiative to visit both
warring countries. This is not in consonance with
the position held by the US-led West on Ukraine.

Between 2019 and 2021, South Africa held a non-
permanent seat on the UN Security Council and
chaired the AU. The challenges posed by the
Covid-19 pandemic and the civil war in Ethiopia
during that period showed the limitations of
South African influence.During its BRICS
chairmanship in 2023, South Africa played a role
that was aligned with China’s push for rapid
expansion of the grouping. It is uncertain if the
new members — Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Iran and Egypt — are beholden to South
Africa in any way. If South Africa was trying to
project itself as a leader of the Global South, it
failed as it couldn’t persuade Argentina and
Indonesia to join the bloc.South Africa, which
will take over as the G20 president in 2025, will
become the fourth country in a row from the
South (after Indonesia, India and Brazil) to chair
the multilateral body before the US assumes its
presidency in 2026. It remains to be seen whether
South Africa will play the role of a Global South
leader or a Chinese-influenced president.

South Africa has been taking the lead in the World
Trade Organisation in conjunction with India in
regard to issues of importance in the countries of
the Global South. On the West Asian crisis, it has
stepped out of the crease to attack Israel through

THE Supreme Court’s directive to Haryana to ensure

Delhi relies heavily on neighbouring states for its

Tolerance & acceptance count in polarised times

Vivekananda denounced sectarianism, bigotry and fanaticism. He would been appalled at the utterances of some leaders during the election campaign.

At the conclusion of his much-publicised meditation at the
Vivekananda Rock Memorial in Kanniyakumari recently,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said: “Swami
Vivekananda, a leader of spiritual renaissance, has been
my ideal, my energy and the source of my spirituality.”
Modi is only one of the countless Hindus to be inspired by
Swamiji since he entered the nation’s consciousness in
the 1890s, primarily through his impactful speech on the
Hindu faith at the Parliament of Religions in Chicago in
1893. His message to the Hindus, and the youth in
particular, to be strong but also compassionate, is of
everlasting significance. The question is whether Modi’s
spirituality is on all fours with the ideals that Vivekananda
firmly believed in, lived by and espoused.

Vivekananda and his companions established the
Ramakrishna Mission to spread the ideas and ideals of
their masters, Ramakrishna Paramahansa, and Sarada
Maa. The mission has carried forward their spiritual
teachings. It is good that the Prime Minister has
rejuvenated himself with this spiritualism as he will begin
his third term but, for the first time, leading a full-fledged
coalition government.The core of Vivekananda’s
understanding of the Hindu way of life was expressed by
him in his address at the inauguration of the Parliament of
Religions. Calling Hinduism the “mother of religions”, he
said: “T am proud to belong to a religion which has taught
the world both tolerance and universal acceptance. We
believe not only in universal toleration, but we accept all
religions as true. I am proud to belong to a nation which
has sheltered the persecuted and the refugees of all
religions and all nations of the earth... I will quote to you,
brethren, a few lines from a hymn which I remember to
have repeated from my earliest boyhood, which is
everyday repeated by millions of human beings: ‘As the
different streams having their sources in different paths
which men take through different tendencies, various
though they appear, crooked or straight, all lead to Thee’.”
He went on to add: “Sectarianism, bigotry and its horrible
descendent, fanaticism, have long possessed this
beautiful earth. They have filled the earth with violence,
drenched it often and often with human blood, destroyed
civilisation and sent whole nations to despair. Had it not
been for these horrible demons, human society would be
far more advanced than it is now.” He concluded with the
fervent hope that fanaticism and persecution would end.I
have extensively quoted from Swamiji’s address because
his message on central Hindu beliefs is particularly
relevant to our polarised times. If ‘tolerance’ and
“accepting all religions as true” are the essence of the
Hindu faith, it logically follows that all Hindus should
accept these propositions and live by them without
linking them to the beliefs of the adherents of other faiths.
And, political leaders who have been inspired by them
should demonstrate their commitment to these ideals
through the correct implementation of their policies
instead of just mouthing slogans. This obviously can

SCorders smooth flow from HP via Haryana

that the additional water Himachal Pradesh has
agreed to supply reaches Delhi underscores the
issue of water politics in India. Since HP does not
share a border with Delhi, the water must be routed
through the Wazirabad Barrage in Haryana. Amid a
scorching heatwave, Delhi is grappling with a water
crisis. The court’s call for an apolitical approach to
water distribution highlights the fundamental need
for cooperation and rational resource management
among states.

water supply, making it vulnerable to inter-state
disputes and inefficiencies in water management.
The matter has been contentious for years,
reflecting deeper systemic issues in water
governance. Haryana has frequently been accused
of withholding Delhi’s fair share, citing its own
water needs and lack of clear mechanisms to measure
surplus supplies from HP. These disputes escalate during

the International Court of Justice, invoking the
Genocide Convention.

The bloc has done well to disprove Modi-Shah’s prediction of a runaway victory for the NDA

NARENDRA Modi has won his third term as the Prime
Minister. It was not the cakewalk that the exit polls had
predicted. The BJP managed just 240 seats, well below
the half-way mark of 272. It will have to accommodate
its partners in the NDA in order to govern. The Telugu
Desam Party (TDP), the Janata Dal (United) and others
together picked up 50-odd seats; this will pose a problem
for Modi in allocating Cabinet portfolios.The NDA,
which includes the parties that had a pre-poll
understanding with the BJP, secured more than a
hundred seats less than the 400-mark that Modi had set.
He is still the most capable political leader in the country,
but his authority has diminished. He will have to rethink
his strategy of governance, particularly how he treats
political opponents and the minorities.

Modi used the ‘Hindu majority versus Muslim minrity’
card to gain electoral victory. It worked in 2014 and
2019. But with this modified mandate, he will have to
change his approach. Clearly, it is not a winner anymore.
He needs to discipline the fringe elements in the Sangh
Parivar who had free rein in the first 10 years of his reign
and had tasted blood. Taming them will take some doing.
Itis not easy to rebottle the genie once it is released.

Modi will have to concentrate on jobs and unemployment.
This should be his first and foremost concern in his third
term. His meditation at the Vivekananda Rock Memorial
must have filled him with thoughts of things to do and
also, T hope, things he should not do. All that will need to
be revised in the light of the harsh message that Indian
voters have delivered. He will have to start with the
basics —education and health.

Here, he should draw lessons from his opponent, Arvind
Kejriwal, and the Aam Aadmi Party. That party has made
major strides in both fields. Unless the productivity of
our labour force is raised by many notches, we will not be
able to match our neighbour to our east, which has stolen
a march of 50 years or more on us. For productivity to
improve, the levels of education and health of the lowest

never mean that Hindus should meekly accept deliberate
contempt or distortion of their great faith.

The election campaign of the BJP, in particular, drifted

away, in part, from the path of tolerance and acceptance.
The political class should carefully consider how to
preserve the values of tolerance and acceptance even
during an election campaign. A model/moral code of
conduct can only be upheld if these values are not
abandoned during campaigning. Yes, the cut and thrust of
arguments and forcefully putting forth views which

The Constitution, too, mandates that all Indians will be
treated equally. It obliges political leaders to make
equality the foundational principle of governance. It is
insufficient that all sections of the people be given equal
access to the advantages of economic schemes for they
need the assurance of living their lives without fear and
with dignity. They should also have a sense of
participation in governance. Some of the political
utterances during the campaign sailed close to the
characteristics that Vivekananda had denounced.

support a party’s thinking and programmes are part of There is little doubt that ideological battles will continue in

politics and electioneering. Yes, campaigns can generate
heat through criticism and even sarcasm, but should they
go beyond all that? Certainly, Swamiji would have been
appalled at the utterances of some of the leaders during
the campaign.In a recent article, Modi wrote that as he
continued with his meditation at the rock memorial, “the
heated political debates, the attacks and counter-attacks,
the voices and words of accusations, they all vanished
into a void”. The point is that all people are not as
spiritually evolved as he is. They cannot forget unkind
words. The words remain in memory, gnawing away at
their emotions and their sense of self-worth. It can even be
asserted that historical wrongs cannot be corrected by
causing anguish among large sections of people. Other
ways to address them have to be found.

Swamiji denounced sectarianism, bigotry and fanaticism.

These characteristics are not the monopoly of any faith.

Delhi’s water crisis

summers, leading to legal battles. The Upper Yamuna
River Board (UYRB), meant to mediate in such cases, has
been criticised for its ineptitude, highlighting the need for

Opposition parties must keep INDIA intact

economic brackets have to be lifted by their
bootstraps.

Modi also needs to moderate his dislike for
those he calls ‘urban Naxals’. Most of them
come from affluent families but have
developed an outsized concern for the poor
and the dispossessed. Last week, I wrote
about Alpa Shah and her book on the 16
Bhima Koregaon accused. Two or three of
the ‘BK 16’ were deeply concerned for the
tribals. Eight were Dalits fighting for the
empowerment of their community. None |4
had shown any violent streak. None had |
pushed their followers into activities that
could be classified as violent. Yet, they had
been incarcerated for years under the
draconian UAPA. Modi should give the
green signal for the release on bail of those
still in jail. That would signal a change of
heart that is urgently needed. With the BJP
failing to secure a majority on its own,
stability is not assured. Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP and
Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) do not share the BJP’s Hindutva
ideology. What is needed now is course correction on the
lines spelt out by me earlier. That course correction is
necessary to retrieve Modi’s fast-fading reputation as a
‘once-in-a-lifetime’ leader with the qualities that befit a
statesman.The INDIA bloc had come together to oust
Modi from power. Its members were aware that when he
ruled from his vantage position as the elected leader, he
was likely to crush them one by one, like he had disposed
of the old leaders in his own party and kept upcoming
leaders guessing. Modi is a natural-born leader with a
sharp instinct for survival. He is not going to allow this
‘defeat’ to demoralise him. thin air after its defeat in the
polls. Taking a cue from his own wisdom, these leaders
should think positively. They have fought a valiant battle
and should not consider this electoral loss as a defeat.

They have disproved Modi’s and Shah’s prediction of a
runaway victory for the NDA as a gross miscalculation.
It could even be interpreted as a slap on the face of the

two leaders. The BJP enjoys only 37 per cent backing of

the Indian people. The NDA collectively is slightly
better at41 per cent. The majority of the Indian electorate
is not with Modi and his ideology.Keeping this in mind,
INDIA constituents need to stick together for survival.
Sharad Pawar, once Maharashtra’s strongman, predicted
that smaller parties in INDIA would merge with the
Congress. I doubt if that would happen. An up-and-
coming leader like Kejriwal has his sights on the PM’s
chair. There is no chance of his party merging with the
Congress, which AAP has already reduced to irrelevance
in the national capital territory. Incidentally, AAP’s own
performance in these elections was quite miserable.The

Election Commission of India (ECI) was the recipient of

much flak, mostly uncalled for but some well-deserved.

India. The past decade has witnessed Modi and the Sangh
Parivar’s attempts at putting their stamp on the country. In
his speech to the party’s faithful after the election results,
Modi asserted that his campaign to make India great
would go on. The Parivar wishes to make India great in
keeping with its lore of India’s ancient glory. There has
been a concerted attempt to change the public culture of
India. Naturally, public culture evolves. The Indo-
Persianate culture gave way to one infused with British
practices. Now, the Parivar derides all that which
emerged during Nehru’s India. These changes really do
not matter so long as India’s public culture contains the
values which Swami Vivekananda mentioned in his
Chicago address. This can only mean that tolerance and
acceptance be extended to all faiths and their adherents in
India. That was lamentably absent in some of Modi’s

campaign speeches.

a cooperative, transparent approach to water
management. The ongoing crisis not only
threatens public health but also highlights the
necessity for sustainable and equitable water
management practices.

Meanwhile, the Delhi government also needs to
fix its inefficiencies, including water wastage
— which is reported to be over a shocking 50
per cent due to leakage, theft and the tanker
mafia — and crack down on illegal
connections. Simultaneously, efforts must be
intensified to spur robust inter-state
cooperation and effective implementation of
agreements facilitated by bodies like the
UYRB. This requires an apolitical,
collaborative approach to water management
that prioritises the needs of all citizens.
Sustainable water practices must become the

norm to prevent future crises and ensure equitable

distribution of this precious resource.

Its hesitation to rein in the PM, particularly
for vituperative remarks bordering on the
scandalous, was the real cause of the epithets
hurled at the commission. The loss of
credibility of the ECI is the biggest negative
outcome of this year’s Lok Sabha polls. That
could have been avoided in the “Mother of

Democracy’.The exit polls were unanimous

in proclaiming the BJP as runaway winner of

the Lok Sabha polls. I had calculated that the

BJP would win but not with such a wide

margin. The less affluent sections of the

country’s population were solidly behind

Modi. The domestic help, security guards

and others of the same economic bracket,

hailing from UP, Uttarakhand and Bihar,

were solidly pro-Modi.The BJP had lost

traction among those who had benefited the

most from its economic policies. I am not

referring here to the captains of industry and

the businessmen at the top of the corporate
ladder, but to their high-salaried employees.

ven the monthly dole of 5 kg of rice or wheat for each
‘below poverty line’ ration-card holder seemed to have
swayed them. The direct transfer of subsidy to individual
bank accounts, the pension payments to widows and
welfare grants to women for education or their marriage
expenses — all these played on the minds of the less
fortunate, without whose votes victory was out of the
question.

The salaried and, more than them, the intellectual class,
which would normally have supported a right-wing
dispensation, had begun questioning the government’s
approach to human rights and freedom of speech. Some
of the political moves against its adversaries also came
up for scrutiny. The BJP lost the votes of these people,
but the loss was compensated by the freshly minted votes
of the poor.
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Adani Green Energy secures
20-year PPA with Sri Lanka

NEW DELHI. Adani Green Energy is said to have
secured a 20-year power purchase agreement (PPA)
with Sri Lanka for the development of two wind
projects.According to a report, the agreement,
finalised by the Sri Lankan government, encompasses
projects with a total capacity of 484 megawatts (MW)
to be constructed in the towns of Mannar and
Pooneryn.Adani Green will be compensated at a rate
of $0.0826 per kilowatt hour (kWh) for the electricity
generated.This marks Adani Group’s second major
investment in Sri Lanka, following their involvement
in the West Container Terminal project at Colombo
port.In April 2024, Adani Green Energy Limited
announced a significant expansion plan with a
planned investment of Rs 2.3 trillion ($27.6 billion) to
boost its solar and wind power generation capacity by
2030.This ambitious strategy includes an additional
Rs 50 billion dedicated to renewable projects across
India.These investments aim to propel Adani Green
towards achieving a 45 GW operating portfolio by
2030, a substantial increase from their current 10.9
GW capacity.Demonstrating their commitment to
renewables, Adani Green recently commenced
operations at a 551 MW solar power plant in Khavda,
Gujarat, India.This facility is already supplying
power to the national grid, and the company
envisions transforming Khavda into the world’s
largest solar park with a projected capacity of 30
GW.

ACs to ice cream: E-tail
booms in cruel summer

MUMBALI. From ACs to beauty products and even
snacking items, consumers are increasingly going
online to fill their shopping carts as heatwaves nudge
them to stay indoors, at least during the peak afternoon
hours.Online sales for Voltas through Amazon and
Flipkart, for instance, have grown by 190% year-on-
year between March-May 2024. The company's sales
through its own website have grown by almost 60%
YoY between April and May, a company spokesperson
said.

The demand for ACs and coolers on Flipkart has almost
doubled this May over the year-ago period. While the
southern and eastern parts of the country dominated
demand in April, the north (largely metros and tier-1
cities) - which has been reeling from a severe heatwave
- joined its eastern counterparts to drive demand for
cooling products for the platform in May. "Premium
segments of 2 ton and higher have gained
momentum...brands like Voltas, Godrej, Lloyd, Haier
and Onida have gained share," said a company
spokesperson.On Amazon, orders for coolers surged
from cities like Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Kolkata, Pune
and Hyderabad. For Panasonic India, 5-star inverter
ACs contribute to 55% of its online AC sales, which is
higher than industry average, said Fumiyasu Fujimori,
MD at Panasonic Marketing India.

E-commerce platforms - with their convenience of
doorstep deliveries - continue to find traction among
households, particularly when making large purchases.
Meanwhile, for daily essentials, small-ticket as well as
impulse purchases, quick commerce has become the
go-to avenue.Parle's sales through quick commerce
platforms like Blinkit, Swiggy Instamart and Zepto
have shot up and the segment has seen a 10-15%
incremental growth due to the heat, said vice-president
Mayank Shah."The shopping that happens between 10-
11am during the day to 6-7pm in the evening has moved
online. Consumers are refraining from stepping out. As
a consequence, even the online players are having to
deploy more manpower and that can be a challenge,"
Shah said.Manish Bandlish, MD at Mother Dairy, said
that demand for its ice creams, curd and dairy
beverages across online channels has grown upwards
of 60% in May, even higher than modern trade which
has seen a growth 0f 40% during the period. For several
others too, the trend has been similar.

Sensex jumps 1,619 points as
foreign funds buy

MUMBALI. With the BJP-led alliance set to be sworn in
on Sunday, Dalal Street investors are coming back in
droves to revive the bull rally. On Friday, after a muted
start of the session, investors, led by foreign funds, took
the sensex to a new all-time high, at 76,795 points and
closed atad offthatat 76,693, up 1,619 points or 2.2%.

ixigo IPO to Open on June 10: Check Subscription
Dates, Price, GMP, Lot Size, Allotment, Listing

NEW DELHI. ixigo IPO: The initial
public offering of Gurugram-based Le
Travenues Technology Ltd, which
operates travel booking platform ixigo, is
going to be opened for public
subscription on June 10. The Rs 740.10-
crore mainboard IPO will be closed on
June 12. Ahead of the IPO, ixigo has
mobilised Rs 333 crore from anchor
investors.The price band of the ixigo IPO
has been fixed at Rs 88 to Rs 93 per
share.ixigo IPO: Subscription, Allotment
And Listing DatesThe ixigo PO will
remain open between June 10 and June
12. Its allotment will likely be finalised
onJune 13, while its listing will take place
on both BSE and NSE on June 18.

ixigo IPO: Price and Lot Size

The price band of the ixigo IPO has been
fixed at Rs 88 to Rs 93 per share.Investors
need to apply for a minimum of 161
equity shares and in multiples thereof.
Hence, the minimum investment by retail
investors would be Rs 14,973 (161 (lot
size) x Rs 93 (upper price band)).

ONGC seeks global know-how for its oil fiel

The service provider will be
chosen through the ongoing
ICB process, with hids due by
September 15, 2024.

NEW DELHI. Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) is seeking a
proven international technical service
provider to boost production from its
maturing Mumbai High field in the
Arabian Sea.

The company launched an international
competitive bidding (ICB) process on
June 1, 2024, to identify the service

Airlines under scrutiny for taxing no-show passengers

The issue revolves around
whether airlines can
rightfully keep taxes,
including GST, when a
passenger fails to board

a flight.

NEW DELHI. In a recent
development, the Directorate
General of Goods and Services Tax
Intelligence (DGGI) has initiated
investigations into airlines retaining
taxes collected from customers in
cases of no-show by passengers,
sources told TNIE.

The issue revolves around whether
airlines can rightfully keep taxes,
including GST, when a passenger
fails to board a flight. The sale of
airline tickets is subject to GST, with
economy class tickets taxed at 5% and

Abhishek A Rastogi, founder of Rastogi

ixigo IPO: Category-Wise Quota

The issue has been reserved up to 75 per
cent for qualified institutional buyers
(QIBs), 15 per cent for non-institutional
investors (NIIs), and 10 per cent for retail
investors.

ixigo IPO GMP Today

According to market observers, unlisted
shares of Le Travenues Technology Ltd,
or ixigo, are trading Rs 28 higher in the
grey market as compared with its issue
price. The Rs 28 grey market premium or
GMP means the grey market is expecting
a 30.11 per cent listing gain from the
public issue. The GMP is based on market
sentiments and keeps changing.

‘Grey market premium’ indicates investors’
readiness to pay more than the issue price.

ixigo IPO: Risks

The offer price, market cap-to-revenue
multiple, and P/E ratio may not reflect the
company’s market price at listing or
afterward.ixigo’s train ticketing services
are based on their arrangement with
IRCTC. Termination of the company’s
agreement with IRCTC may halt train

ticketing services and significantly harm
their operations, cash flow, financial
condition, and business prospects.

The Rs 740-crore ixigo IPO is a
combination of a fresh issue of equity
shares worth Rs 120 crore and an Offer
For Sale (OFS) of 6.66 crore equity
shares to the tune of Rs 620 crore, at the
upper end of the price band, by existing
shareholders.

Under the OFS, SAIF Partners India IV Ltd,
Peak XV Partners Investments V
(formerly known as SCI Investments V),
Micromax Informatics Ltd, Placid
Holdings, Catalyst Trusteeship Ltd,

provider. The ICB is open to all
international oil and gas majors with
an annual revenue exceeding $75
billion.“As a custodian and operator
of Mumbai High Field, ONGC is keen
to collaborate with a global ‘Technical
Service Provider’. The service
provider would be contracted for ten
years, extendable by another five

the taxation of consideration collected
from passengers who do not avail of
the airline service due to a no-show
scenario, as per government sources.

Chambers, emphasised that in
instances of no-show, where the
passenger does not utilise the airline

service, the question arises as to
whether the taxes collected should be

years,” said the company in a social
media post.The service provider will
be chosen through the ongoing ICB
process, with bids due by September
15,2024. Mumbai High, a giant multi-
layered field, began production in
1976 and is currently in its mature
stage. ONGC has implemented
various
production over the years.

“Mumbai High is one of the prime assets
of ONGC and significant upside is still
to be unlocked here if ONGC applies
best-in-class reservoir management
technologies and adopt globally-best
operational and management
practices,” said the company.

class ticket is taxed at 12%. In no-show,
the customer has not availed any
service or in other words, has not
availed the service of an airline
passenger. Accordingly, the issue
remains whether the consideration
collected by (airline) be taxed at 0%,
5/12%or 18%.”

consideration towards service
received, the tax, if any, must be

Madison India Capital HC, Aloke
Bajpai and Rajnish Kumar will be
selling shares.Proceeds worth Rs 45
crore from the fresh issue will be used
to fund the company’s working capital
requirements and Rs 26 crore will be
utilised for investments in technology
as well as data science, including on
cloud and server hosting, technology
on artificial intelligence and customer
engagement.Additionally, funds will
be used to support inorganic growth
through acquisitions, and for general
corporate purposes.

The company said that 75 per cent of the
issue size has been reserved for qualified
institutional buyers (QIBs), 15 per cent
for non-institutional investors and the
remaining 10 per cent for retail investors.
Investors can bid for a minimum of 161
shares and in multiples thereof.Launched
in 2007 by Aloke Bajpai and Rajnish
Kumar, Le Travenues Technology is the
country’s leading online travel
aggregator, which helps travellers to plan,
book and manage their trips across rail,
air, buses and hotels.

d Insurance marketplace Bima

Sugam expected to be

launched by April 2025

NEW DELHI .The first phase of Bima Sugam, a
one-stop online solution for all insurance
needs, is expected to be launched next year
around April 2025.n a meeting chaired by

IRDAI chairman Debasish Panda to review the
status of Bima Sugam project on Friday, it was

initiatives to enhance

With one airline already having
paid tax following DGGI
scrutiny, the industry awaits
further regulatory actions and
potential probes into tax
recovery from other
airlines.The debate continues
on whether airlines should
refund GST collected from
no-show passengers,
sparking discussions on the
appropriate tax rate for
consideration retained in such
cases.

Ideally, the airline must refund
the GST collected from the
customer as the airline
service was never provided.
Further, from the

informed that filing formalities for the
incorporation of the entity have been
completed. The entity would be incorporated
as a Section 8 (non-profit) company under the
name ‘Bima Sugam India Federation’.

The meeting was attended by the CEOs of life,
general and health insurance companies, along
with the Life and General Insurance Councils.

A statement by the General Insurance Council
said the process of appointing the MD & CEO,
along with other key managerial personnel for
the Bima Sugam entity, is nearing completion.
The business structure of Bima Sugam and

INSURANCE

updates from various sub-groups, including
operations and technology, were also reviewed
during the meeting. Panda stated that Bima
Sugam is a revolutionary project for the Indian
insurance sector and is poised to democratise
and universalise insurance in India and
possibly one of the first initiatives of its kind
across the world.

Tapan Singhel, chairman of the General
Insurance Council, says the collective efforts
of all stakeholders are critical, and they are
confident that the platform will play a pivotal
role in achieving Insurance for All by 2047.
The meeting included discussions on recently
notified health insurance regulations/master
circular, which have been revamped by the

calculated on the retained amount at the
rate to which such retention amount
pertains to,” stated Rastogi.

refunded to the customer.

Additionally, he said, “While economy
class ticket is taxed at 5%, business

The RBI decision to maintain a status quo on rates and an
upward revision in the growth projections for the
current fiscal year also helped the rally. Good monsoon

regulator to ease the overall experience of the
policyholders.

business class tickets at 12%.However,
concerns have been raised regarding

forecast added to the positive cues for investors to
support the rally. Short covering during the closing hour
of the session added some points to the index, market
players said.

On the NSE, the nifty too recorded a new all-time high
mark of 23,320 points and closed at 23,290 points, up
469 points or 2.1%. The rally in the last three sessions
has more than wiped out the record 4,390 point crash on
Tuesday when general election results were
announced.Markets shrugged off weak global cues as
investors cheered RBI's higher growth forecast for
FY25 in its credit policy announcement, which
propelled sensex to a fresh all-time high on massive
broad-based buying support,” Prashanth Tapse, Senior
VP (Research), Mehta Equities said.

“Also, the arrival of monsoon rains on time and
expectations of'its even spread across the country raised
hopes of softening inflation going ahead. With the
election uncertainty now over and the NDA most likely
to form the government, investors are hopeful that the
action will now shift to reforms and the upcoming
Budget.”For a change, Friday’s rally was supported by
foreign funds who recorded a net inflow of Rs 4,391
crore, while domestic funds were net sellers at Rs 1,290
crore, end-of-the-session data on BSE showed.The
day’s rally added Rs 7 lakh crore to investors’ wealth
with BSE’s market capitalisation now at Rs 429.5 lakh
croreThe day’s session also saw volatility reducing
substantially with India VIX, the measure of volatility,
dropping to one-month low of 16. This was a sign of
reduced anxiety among investors over the formation of
the new government at the Centre, market players
said.Going forward, a host of global and local factors
are expected to drive the market. After the European
Central Bank announced interest rate cut for the first
time in nearly five years, hopes have revived that the US
Fed might follow suit in its September meeting, said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head - Retail Research, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services. “Next week focus will be on
allocation of key cabinet portfolios such as finance,
defence, roads, energy, commerce, and railways.”

RBI unvelils 14 goals for its
centenary celebrations in April 2035

MUMBAL From positioning itself as the
model central bank of the Global South to
capital account liberalization to the
globalization of the rupee and reviewing
the monetary policy framework, the
Reserve Bank, which is in the final
decade of its inception to hit the century-
mark in 2035, has unveiled a roadmap for
the centenary celebrations with 14
aspirational goals.The monetary
authority kicked off the 90th foundation
day celebrations on April 1, 2024. The
Reserve Bank of India was established on
April 1, 1935 as a private stock company
by the British but in accordance with the
provisions of the Reserve Bank of India
Act, 1934. The RBI was initially
headquartered in the then Calcutta, and
was permanently moved to Bombay in
1937.The other key goals, aimed at
enhancing the country’s footprint across
the world, include the deepening
financial inclusion, which in the past
decade has seen tremendous success not
just in its territorial jurisdiction but
globally as well; widening the financial
inclusion, building safeguards against

payment frauds, and addressing the
balance between price stability and
economic growth from an emerging
market economy perspective among
others.“As the Reserve Bank approaches
the centenary year, RBI@100, it will gear
up even more to remain future-ready for
our fast-growing economy,” said
Governor Shaktikanta Das said Friday
while announcing the review of the
monetary policy.He said the central bank
has drawn up strategies for the next
decade, which include policy actions to
position the RBI as ““a model central bank
of Global South” and appealed to
observers of the economy and financial
system to closely examine these action
plans.Global South typically refers to the
regions and countries such as India,
Brazil, Mexico, China, Latin America,
and Africa that are underdeveloped
economies or low income economies.

“This is not a static document as we are
living in a dynamic world. Our endeavour
will be to continually update it as may be
required,” Das said.

The RBI@100 roadmap enlists as many as

14 key goals, which are more aspirational
in nature and aim at refining the monetary
policy communication and address
spillovers to emerging markets from
private and public debt overhang in
systemically important economies.

These goals also include
internationalization of the country’s
financial sector, more financial sector
reforms will be undertaken to expand
domestic banking in line with economic
growth, and position three to five
domestic banks among the top 100
globally in terms of size and operations.

The monetary authority also plans to
deepen and modernise financial markets,
institutions, and infrastructure, and

support the International Financial
Services Centres Authority to make
Gandhi Nagar Gift City a leading global
financial centre.

To safeguard users against payment
frauds, the RBI plans to widen and
deepen consumer awareness, and make
payment systems safer and more secure.
It also plans to identify and implement
solutions for proactive prevention and
quick redressal of fraud complaints.

The RBI also intends to deepen and
universalise digital payment systems by a
phased implementation of Central Bank
Digital Currency (e-Rupee), and
internationalise the payment systems-—
UPI/RTGS/NEFT; and to make
supervision of regulated entities a global
model, deepen financial inclusion,
expand credit availability, liberalise the
capital account, and internationalise the
rupee.Further, the central bank is also
planning to set up a financial sector cloud
infrastructure, ensuring transformational
shifts in data collection, processing and
storage, and to develop a secure global
financial messaging hub.
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Vande Bharat Express Average Speed Down
From 84 Kmph To 76 Kmph In 3 Years: RTI

New Delhi: The average speed of Vande
Bharat trains has decreased from 84.48
kmph in 2020-21 to 76.25 kmph in 2023-24,
the railway ministry said in a response to an
RTI query.Railway officials said not only
Vande Bharats but many other trains are also
maintaining cautionary speed at places were
"huge infrastructural work" is underway.
"Besides this, some Vande Bharat trains
have been launched in difficult terrain areas
where there are speed restrictions due to
geographical reasons or extreme weather
conditions," a railway official said.Citing
the example of the Vande Bharat train
between Mumbai CSMT and Madgaon, an
official of the Central Railway Zone said,
"Most of the Konkan railway area is 'ghat’
section where trains pass through low height
mountain ranges. It is a difficult terrain area
where increasing speed could compromise
safety." "Things become very challenging
during the monsoon season when we have to
keep the maximum speed for all trains at 75

kmph," he added.

The RTI applicant, Madhya Pradesh-based

Chandra Shekhar Gaur, said, "The data,
obtained through the RTI, shows that the
average speed of Vande Bharat trains was
84.48 in 2020-21, which decreased to 81.38
kmph in 2022-23. It further deteriorated in
2023-24 to 76.25."Launched on February
15, 2019, the Vande Bharat is a semi-high
speed train which can run at a maximum
speed of 160 kmph. However, it cannot go
beyond 130 kmph anywhere in the country,
except on the Delhi-Agra route, due to
unsuitable track conditions."There are
certain segments of tracks between Delhi
and Agra which were developed in 2016 for
India's first semi-high speed train Gatiman
Express to run at 160 kmph. Only on those
segments, the Vande Bharat also runs at 160
kmph speed. Rest of the places, its
maximum speed is either 130 or less than,"
another railway official said.He said the
railways has been upgrading tracks to meet

the speed requirement of the Vande Bharat
and "it is because of these reasons there are
cautions at various places". "Once these
upgrades are over, we will have trains which
will goup to 250 kmph," the official said.
Some of the routes on which the Vande
Bharat's speed is worse than its overall

average speed are Dehradun-Anand Vihar
(63.42 kmph), Patna-Ranchi (62.9 kmph)
and Coimbatore-Bangalore Cantt (58.11
kmph).

An expert engaged in track construction said

the first Vande Bharat was launched in
February 2019 and it has been more than

five years since then, but the railways is yet
to replace tracks on any route so that the
train can run at its maximum operating
speed of 160 kmph."The railways'
argument is that since infrastructure work
is going on, it restricts the speed of Vande
Bharat trains. But this is also true that in
five years, it has failed to lay tracks suitable
for running semi-high speed trains," the
expert said requesting anonymity.

: However, the railway ministry maintains that

Vande Bharat trains are very popular and
till March 31, more than 2.15 crore people
have travelled by it.
The Vande Bharat lists a number of features
such as Kavach protection, faster
acceleration and semi-high speed operation
up to 160 kmph, fully sealed gangway for
free passenger movement, automatic plug
doors, reclining ergonomic seats and
comfortable seating with revolving seats in
executive class, better ride comfort among
others.

Prashant Kishor on
why BJP's poll
sethack not an end to
Hindutva politics

New Delhi:Poll strategist Prashant Kishor has said that
the BJP will not abandon its Hindutva politics despite
its lower than expected outcome in the Lok Sabha
elections.In an exclusive interview with India Today
TV, Kishor emphasised that he had previously
predicted that the inauguration of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya would not secure additional vote for the
BIJP.

"I have said that I have made mistakes in my
assessment, but I was the first one who had said in
January that no incremental vote from the Ram
Mandir would go to the BJP. But that doesn't mean
Hindutva is over," he said.The BJP, which entered the
Lok Sabha elections with a '400-paar’ aim for its
coalition bloc NDA, managed to win 240 seats on its
own. Its NDA allies pushed the coalition's total to 293
seats, thus managing to retain majority.However, the
BJP suffered shocking setbacks in the Hindu
heartland state of Uttar Pradesh, where the party,
along with its NDA allies, could manage only 36 seats
out of 80. The BJP even lost the election on Faizabad
seat, where the Ram Mandir is located.

Likening Hindutva politics to coffee, Prashant Kishor
said, "Hindutva, which is the core of the BJP, is like
coffee to them. The froth has diminished somewhat in
this election, but it doesn't mean the BJP will abandon
Hindutva."He further predicted that Hindutva
politics would persist with some "degrees of
tinkering".

Reflecting on the BJP's history, Prashant Kishor noted
the party continued its Hindutva politics even after
losing power in the 2004 elections under then Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee."If they didn't abandon
it after the defeat in 2004, why would they abandon it
now?" he said.

Ramoji Rao: The man
who transformed the
Indian media landscape

New Delhi: Cherukuri Ramoji Rao, a towering figure in
the Indian media and film industry and the founder of
Ramoji Film City, died at 87 in Hyderabad early on
Saturday. He was renowned for his entrepreneurial
prowess and contributions to media conglomerates.

Born on November 16, 1936, into an agricultural family in
Andhra Pradesh's Pedaparupudi, Ramoji Rao grew up
with a strong connection to farming. He pursued his
education in literature and later became a successful
businessman and media entrepreneur.He married
Ramadevi with whom had two sons, Suman Prabhakar
and Kiran Prabhakar.

He was the head of the Ramoji Group, which included the
world's largest film production facility, Ramoji Film
City near Hyderabad, Eenadu, a Telugu newspaper,
ETV Network, and film production company Usha
Kiran Movies.His other business ventures included
Margadarsi Chit Fund, Dolphin Group of hotels,
Kalanjali shopping mall, Priya pickles and Mayuri Film
Distributors.Ramoji Rao was a recipient of several
honours and awards for his contribution to Telugu
cinema and media, including Padma Vibhushan (2016),
National Film Award for Best Feature Film in Telugu for
'Nuvve Kavali' (2000), four Filmfare Awards South and
five Nandi Awards.

In the past few years, Ramoji Rao battled and recovered
from colon cancer.On June 5, the 87-year-old was
admitted to Star Hospitals in Hyderabad's
Nanakramguda after experiencing high blood pressure
and breathlessness.Despite prompt medical
intervention, including the installation of a stent and
intensive care in the ICU, Ramoji Rao's condition
worsened and he died at 4:50 am on Saturday.Several
political leaders, including Prime Minister-elect
Narendra Modi, extended their condolences and praised
him for his work in the media and film industry.

Chhattisgarh man chops off his finger,
offers it at ’remple uf’rer NDA's victory

New Delhi:A 30-year-old man in
Chhattisgarh's Balrampur chopped off
his finger and offered it to Goddess
Kali at a temple after the BJP-led
NDA won amajority in the Lok Sabha
polls.On June 4, Durgesh Pandey, a
BJP supporter, went into depression
when he came to know that the
Congress was leading in the initial
trends of the Lok Sabha elections. He
then went to the Kali temple and
prayed for the BJP's victory.Later,
when Pandey saw the BJP emerging
as the single largest party and NDA
crossing the majority mark of 272, he
was overjoyed and again went to the
Kali temple where he chopped his left
hand finger and offered it to the
goddess.

After that, he then tried to stop the
bleeding by tying a cloth around the
wound. However, it only worsened
over time. The severity of his
condition prompted his family to rush

him to the Community Health Centre
in Samari.The medical staff provided !
emergency first aid but deemed it In a closely-fought election, the NDA

necessary to refer him to the
Ambikapur Medical College due to
the extent of his injury.At the medical
college, doctors performed an
operation to stop the bleeding.
Unfortunately, due to the delay in
treatment, they were unable to
reattach the severed part of his finger.
Despite this, Pandey's condition is now
stable and he is out of danger."] was
disturbed to see the Congress leading
in the initial trends. The Congress

supporters were very excited. I visited
the Kali temple in my village, which
the entire village has faith in. I also
had faith in it and made a vow,"
Pandey said."When the BJP was
winning the elections that evening, I
went to the temple, chopped my finger
and offered it. The BJP will now form
the government, but I would have
been more happy if they (NDA)
crossed the 400 mark," he added.

won 293 of 543 Lok Sabha seats, with
allies like TDP's N Chandrababu
Naidu and JD(U)'s Nitish Kumar
helping the alliance to scrape past the
majority mark. The Opposition
INDIA bloc defied predictions and put
up a strong show, winning 234
seats.Narendra Modi is set to take oath
as the Prime Minister for a record third
time on Sunday evening in a high-
profile ceremony where foreign
leaders are expected to attend.

N Chandrababu Naidu To Take Qath As
Andhra Chief Minister On June 12

New Delhi: Telugu Desam Party Leader
K Raghu Rama Krishna Raju informed
that TDP chief Chandrababu Naidu
will take oath as Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister on June 12 at4.55 pm.

"Nara Chandrababu Naidu will take oath
as Andhra Pradesh CM on 12th June at
4.55 pm... It's a very pleasant moment
for the people of Tamil Nadu, the way
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
appreciated our leaders Chandrababu
Naidu and Pawan Kalyan. Both our
state leaders have shown a lot of
respect towards Modi Ji. Of course, we
need a lot of support from the Centre
considering the destruction caused by
former CM Jagan Mohan Reddy," said
TDP chief Chandrababu Naidu.When
asked did TDP has placed any specific
demands of ministries in PM Modi's
cabinet.l don't think so because that is

not my subject to comment. But our
party leader is not the kind of person
who demands. I think by virtue of his
good relations he can extract as much
as he can but he never demands," said
Raghu Rama Krishna
Raju.Meanwhile, TDP supremo N
Chandrababu Naidu said that Narendra
Modi is the "right leader at the right
time" for India as he affirmed TDP's
support to the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) on Friday.Mr Naidu
also proposed the name of Narendra
Modi for the post of Prime Minister
highlighting his vision of Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, and Viksit Bharat and
urged to never miss the 'good
opportunity for India.""NDA govt
under the leadership of PM Modi has
taken initiatives in the last 10 years.
Narendra Modi has a vision and a zeal,

his execution is very perfect. He is
executing all his policies with a true
spirit. Today, India is having the right
leader at the right time, and that is
Narendra Modi. This is a very good
opportunity for India, if you miss it
now, we will miss forever. That is
where we are having a wonderful
opportunity,” Mr Naidu said while
addressing the NDA MPs meeting at
the Samvidhan Sadan of the Parliament
building on Friday."Now I proudly
propose the name of Narendra Modi ji
on behalf of Telugu Desam Party for
the post of Prime Minister of this great
nation. Through his vision of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, and Viksit Bharat
and through the collective efforts of
NDA we can become a zero poverty
nation that is possible only through
Narendra Modi," he added.

Suspected Insurgents Attack
Police Qutposts, Burn Homes
In Manipur's Jiribam

Imphal/New Delhi: Suspected insurgents who came
in three-four boats in a river in Manipur's Jiribam
district attacked many police outposts and set
homes on fire, police sources told NDTV. The
attack started at 12.30 am in Jiribam's Chotobekra,
on the banks of the Barak river, a police officer
posted there told NDTV."Chotobekra outpost was
burned down at 12.30 am," the officer said, adding
the suspected insurgents then attacked the police
outposts (OPs) in Lamtai Khunou and
Modhupur.Jiribam is 220 km from the state capital
Imphal and is on the border with Assam. National
Highway-37 passes through this district. There are
many Kuki villages in the hills surrounding the
highway.

Another officer posted at a police OP in Borobekra in
Jiribam subdivision, a few kilometres from

Chotobekra, said the suspected insurgents began
attacking this OP at 2.30 am."They came in boats,
and attacked the OPs in the dark," the officer said,
requesting anonymity. The suspected insurgents
attacked many villages along the river, police
sources said. They confirmed the visuals of
suspected insurgents setting homes on fire and
celebrating on camera as from the attacks that
happened this morning.The Assam Rifles on
Friday evacuated 250 members of the Meitei
community living on the outskirts of Jiribam town,
a day after ethnic tension flared up over the killing
ofa59-year-old man, allegedly by Kuki insurgents.

Leishabithol, from where the Meitei families were
evacuated, is near the hills where the Kuki tribes
are dominant, while interior Jiribam has a large
Meitei presence. Though no incident was reported
from the area on Friday, the residents raised
concern about their safety, which led to their
evacuation, local administation officials in Jiribam
had told NDTV.The families can return once the
situation cools down and enough security forces
reach there, the officials said, adding there are not
enough forces in the area as many had left for
election duties.

Aiswarya S Menon: Vande Bharat Loco Pilof
Who Is Invited To PM Modi's Oath Ceremony

Narendra Modi will
take oath as the prime
minister for a third
consecutive term on
Sunday evening.

New Delhi: Aiswarya S Menon, a senior
assistant loco pilot of the Chennai
Division of Southern Railway, will be
among 8,000 special guests at the
swearing-in ceremony of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his new government
on Sunday, officials said.Currently
working on Vande Bharat trains, Ms
Menon has completed more than 2 lakh
footplate hours piloting various trains
such as the Vande Bharat Express and Jan
Shatabdi. he has also worked on the
Chennai-Vijayawada and Chennai-
Coimbatore Vande Bharat Express
services since their introduction.

Ms Menon has received accolades from
senior officials for her agility, alertness,
and comprehensive knowledge of
railway signalling.She will be among
railway employees who have been
invited to attend PM Modi's third oath
ceremony, to be held at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Sunday evening.

Asia's First Loco Pilot To Attend PM
Modi's Oath Ceremony

Surekha Yadav, Asia's first woman loco
pilot, will also attend the oath-taking
ceremony of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.Ms Yadav, who is piloting the
Vande Bharat train from Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus-Solapur, is
reportedly among ten loco pilots invited
for the ceremony.She became India's first
female train driver in 1988 and is also the

first woman loco pilot of the semi-high |
speed Vande Bharat Express.Sanitation F

workers, transgenders, and labourers who
worked on the Central Vista Project will
also be among the special guests at the
swearing-in ceremony of the new

government, sources told President Droupadi Murmu invited him
to form the government on Friday.The
president is scheduled to administer the
oath of office and secrecy to the prime
minister and other members of the Union
Council of Ministers at 7:15 pm on
Sunday at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Various South Asian leaders have been
invited to the ceremony. Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Sri
Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe
have already confirmed their
presence.Invites have also been
reportedly sent to Nepal Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda’, his
Bhutan counterpart Tshering Tobgay,
and Mauritius PM Pravind Jugnauth.

In 2014, the leaders of the SAARC (South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation) countries attended PM
Modi's first swearing-in ceremony, and
in 2019, leaders of the BIMSTEC (Bay
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation)
countries attended the event.

NDTV.Arrangements are being made for
over 8,000 guests at Rashtrapati Bhavan,

sources said.Narendra Modi will take
oath as the prime minister for a third
consecutive term on Sunday evening after
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Virat Kohli and Anushka

Sharma take stroll on the
New York streets

Star India batter Virat Kohli was accompanied
by his wife and Bollywood actress Anushka
Sharma, as they were out for a stroll on the
streets of New York. It was a rainy day in
New York as the couple were spotted in
Garden City. Kohli and Anushka, popularly
referred to as 'Virushka' by the fans, soon got
into their car and left. Anushka accompanied
Kohli to the Americas as the star batter
joined the Indian team in their quest to win
the T20 World Cup 2024.

Kohli enjoyed his day-off as the Indian team
had a 4-day gap between their first game
against Ireland on June 5, Wednesday and
their next encounter against Pakistan on
June 9, Sunday. Meanwhile, the other Indian
players have also been making the most of
their time in the Americas. Recently,
Rishabh Pant, Mohammed Siraj, Avesh
Khan, alongside Yuvraj Singh visited
Michelin star chef Vikas Khanna's restaurant
inNew York.

ANLC

Indian team in New York

The Indian team had registered a comfortable
win over Ireland by 8 wickets as they started
off their campaign on a winning note. Kohli
opened alongside captain Rohit Sharma on a
spicy pitch at the Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium in New York.
However, Kohli managed to score only 1 run
from the 5 balls that he faced as he got a top-
edge off Mark Adair's short of a length,
outside-off delivery. However, Rohit and
Rishabh Pant's 54-run stand ensured India
chased down a 97-run target within 12.2
overs.India's focus shifts to the high-octane
clash against Pakistan that will be played at
the same venue, whose pitch has been much-
discussed lately due to its uneven bounce
and unpredictable nature. The ICC has
acknowledged that the two pitches used so
far at the Nassau County International
Cricket Ground in New York have been
substandard and are striving to "remedy" the
issue for the remaining T20 World Cup
games at the venue.The fans eagerly await
the much-anticipated clash between the
arch-rivals. India hold an edge over Pakistan
in the T20 World Cups, having won 6 out of 7
encounters sice 2007.

Kane Williamson graceful in
defeat, lauds Afghanistan's
thumping win over New Zealand

New Zealand team's captain Kane Williamson
was graceful in accepting defeat against
Afghanistan as he congratulated the team for
their emphatic win. Afghanistan demolished
New Zealand as they registered a thumping
win by 84 runs against the Kiwis at the
Providence Stadium, Guyana in West Indies
on June 8, Saturday. This was Afghanistan's
first-ever win over New Zealand in the
T20Is, and they achieved it in a dominating
style. The Rashid Khan-led side have turned
up a true force in the T20 World Cup 2024 as
they have 2 wins in a row and that too with a
brilliant net-run-rate.Williamson, while
speaking at the post-match presentation,
admitted that the Kiwis were outplayed by
resurgent Afghanistan in all the departments.

"Congratulations to Afghanitan, they simply
outplayed us in all facets. To get a total like

that on a fiddly surface, they kept wickets in
hand and played it beautifully. Not good
enough from us. Quick turnaround, we have
to regroup quickly and onto the next
challenge. The boys were focused and were
working hard in preparation for this game,
but it was not our best performance. We will
chat about it, review and move on quickly. It
(the games) comes thick and fast, and we
need to be better," Williamson said.New
Zealand bagged their biggest defeat in terms
of runs for New Zealand in T20 World Cups.
Fazalhaq Farooqi started in a similar fashion
like he did against Uganda as the Black Caps
found themselves reeling at 28 for 3. Soon
Rashid came into the fray and bamboozled
the New Zealand batters to pick a four-
wicket haul alongside Farooqi.

NZ's sloppy fielding

Williamson was critical of the team's
performance with the bat as well as their
sloppy fielding."With the bat in hand, you
want to get a partnership together. They were
excellent. The skill they have was certainly
on show. The fielding in the first ten overs, it
is difficult on a wicket like that when you are
not putting things together in the field,"
Williamson said. NZ vs AFG, T20 World
Cup: Highlights | ScorecardNothing went
New Zealand's way as they looked a bit rusty
on the field, which led to a 103-run stand
between Ibrahim Zadran and Rahmanullah
Gurbaz, who scored a match-winning 80.

New Delhi. Argentina's football icon and

New Delhi.

New Delhi.

India vs Pakistan: Rohit Sharma survives
another injury scare in training in New York

Rohit Sharma took a blow to his hand
while training on Friday

w-Rohit was okay to continue after a
quick check from India's physios

w-India take on Pakistan in a big-ticket
match on Sunday, June 9

New Delhi. India captain Rohit Sharma was
hit on his hand while training on Friday in
New York,. However, the senior campaigner
brushed it off and continued batting, much to
the relief of his teammates, the support staff,
and Indian cricket fans. Rohit looked
focused after the nasty hit days ahead of the
big-ticket T20 World Cup 2024 match
between India and Pakistan at the Nassau
County Cricket Stadium in New York.

T20 World Cup: Full Coverage | Complete
Schedule

Rohit Sharma was hit on his fingers when a
ball delivered by one of India's throwdown
specialists jumped off a good length on the
practice pitches in the training facility in
New York. Rohit was attended to by the

Real Madrid winners, Manchester City better f

Indian physios in the middle of the training
strip. The batting practice was halted for a
couple of minutes, but Rohit was okay to
continue batting in the middle.This was the
second time Rohit Sharma has taken a nasty
blow after he was hit on his hand, near the
biceps, during India's opening match
against Ireland in New York. Rohit was
retired hurt after he hit a match-winning
fifty against Ireland. Rohit played down the
impact of the injury saying he just felt a bit
sore before taking the precautionary call to
walk off the pitch.India players sweat it out
for close to three hours on Friday. Virat Kohli
looked cheerful in the middle as he kept the
mood in the training session light ahead of
the high-pressure game. India hammered
Ireland by 8 wickets in their opener. On the
other hand, Pakistan were stunned by USA in
a Super Over thriller in Dallas on Thursday
in one of the biggest upsets in the history of
the men's T20 World Cup.Notably, the pitch
at the Nassau County Cricket Stadium has
come under the scanner for the uneven
bounce that has been on display in the
matches so far. Balls pitching in a good
length and taking off have caused problems
for the batters. While Rohit was hit on the
hand, Rishabh Pant, who batted at No. 3 for
India against Ireland, also took a few blows

to his body.Former England captain Michael
Vaughan was one of the fiercest critics of the
pitch at the newly-built 34,000-seater in
New York as he called it unfit for
international cricket.Notably, the ICC
released a statement on Friday,
acknowledging the uneven nature of the
pitch in New York and promised better
surfaces for the upcoming games, including
India's big-ticket game against Pakistan,

watch: Lionel Messi picks favorites

eight-time Ballon D'or winner Lionel Messi
considers Pep Guardiola's Manchester City
to be a top side when it comes to gameplay,
but hails Real Madrid better when it comes
to results. The former FC Barcelona forward
picked rivals Real Madrid to be the better
side in terms of results, while heaping praise
on City as one of the most attractive sides to
watch amongst other European clubs. Carlo
Ancelotti-managed Madrid extended their
European dominance after beating Borussia
Dortmund on June 2 to clinch what was their
15th UEFA Champions League title.

Madrid's UCL 2023-2024 glory campaign

also saw them beat City in the Quarter-
Finals following an intense penalty shoot-
outs. Although City were clearly dominant
when it came to possession, shots on target
and the rest of the match statistics, it was Los
Blancos who ultimately had the winning
laugh. When it comes to domestic success,
Guardiola won a record-fourth consecutive
Premier League for the 2023-2024 season,
while Madrid were also crowned this
season's La Liga winners. In recent
European football terms, the clash between
Madrid and City has been hailed as one of
the biggest and one of the most highly-
valued in the last 6 years, to say the least.

Argentinian football icon Lionel Messi opines Manchester City are a better foothalling team when it comes to gameplay, while Real Madrid are
better when it comes fo results. Messi believes that Pep Guardiola's City side are good to watch, while Madrid are the better winners.

Speaking to Infobae, the current Inter Miami
forward chose his pick for the "current best
team in the world" where he could not shy
off from singing praise for his former
Barcelona manager, Guardiola.

"If you speak in terms of results, it is [Real]

Madrid, the current Champions [League]
holders... If you speak in terms of play, I
personally like Guardiola's City. I think that
any team where Guardiola is will be special
because of the way he is, the way he trains,
the way he works and how he makes his

teams play. At the level of play for me, City
is the best, and in terms of results, Madrid,"
Messi said.

Messi played under Pep Guardiola in FC

Barcelona for five seasons, from 2008 to
2012, and their close-knit relationship, even
beyond that tenure, is not secret to the
football world. Currently, Messi-led
Argentina is in preparation for the upcoming
2024 Copa America in the USA, where they
will be fighting top national sides to defend
theirtitle.

USA's Saurabh Netravalkar gears up for
'emotional’ encounter against India

From having supportive bosses
at a leading tech firm, Oracle to continuing
his passion for coding as well as bowling.
This is the story of Mumbai-born Saurabh
Netravalkar, who has become an overnight
sensation following his heroics for the USA
team against Pakistan. Netravalkar was
given the responsibility to bowl the Super
Over against Pakistan and defend 19 runs.
He held his nerve till the end to hand the
USA team a historic win. He became an
overnight sensation as people got to know
the many talents of Netravalkar, who had
also represented India at the Under-19 level.

Netravalkar admitted that playing against

India would be emotional and also hailed his
former Mumbai teammate Suryakumar
Yadav for rising through the ranks to play
for India."I know all of them and Surya
(Yadav) and myself have played together for

Mumbai Ul5s, U-17, U-19s. It is so good to
see what he has achieved and it will be nice
to catch up with them. Playing against India
would be truly emotional," Netravalkar told
PTI.Suryakumar and Netravalkar together
played the Ranji Trophy in 2013 for
Mumbai. He had also put up a heart-
warming message on his Instagram story to
hype Netravalkar following his Super Over
heroics. Netravalkar, who played for India at
U-19 level along with the likes of KL Rahul
and Mayank Agarwal, shifted his base to the
US after not getting enough opportunities in
the Indian cricket scene.

Love for bowling and coding
Netravalkar, who is a software engineer as

well, talked about his love for coding
alongside bowling."l have never felt the
pressure. When you love something, it is
never a job for you. So when I am out there

on the field, I love bowling and trying to out-
think a batter. When I am coding, I love
doing that and hence it never feels like
work."Actually, we just flew down from
Dallas to New York. I will be honest that it
has been quite overwhelming. I wish I could
personally thank each and everyone for their
lovely messages. I feel blessed,"
Netravalkar said.The 32-year-old pursued
his master's degree from an Ivy League
college i.e. Cornell University and landed a
lucrative job at Oracle. However, he
continued his passion for cricket and made
his debut for the USA team in 2019 and had
also captained the side earlier.However,
Netravalkar would matter-of-factly state
that while opportunities in professional
cricket are improving in the US, his primary
source of income remains his day job at
Oracle.

scheduled for Sunday, June 9."T20 Inc and
the ICC recognise that the pitches used so far
at the Nassau County International Cricket
Stadium have not played as consistently as
we would have all wanted. The world-class
grounds team have been working hard since
the conclusion of yesterday’s game to
remedy the situation and deliver the best
possible surfaces for the remaining
matches," the ICC said in a statement.

o 120 World Cup: Rejuvenated
Bangladesh pile up agony on

Sri Lanka with Dallas win

Dallas. Bangladesh held their nerves to pull off

a two-wicket win in a thriller against arch-
rivals Sri Lanka at the Grand Prairie Stadium
in Dallas in a Group D match of the men's
T20 World Cup 2024 on Friday, June 7.
Bangladesh successfully chased down a
paltry target of 125, but only after surviving a
scare. Senior batter Mahamadullah showed
nerves of steel as he arrested a slide and took
Bangladesh past the finish line for a win in
their first game of the tournament.

SL vs BAN, T20 World Cup: Highlights |

Scorecard

On the other hand, Sri Lanka have lost two in

two and are reeling at the bottom of the Group
D points table. Wanindu Hasaranga's men
lost their tournament opener to South Africa
in which they were shot out for just 77. Sri
Lanka came up with a better batting show, but
it was not enough to stop Bangladesh from
winning the entertaining encounter.Leg-
spinner Rishad Hossain, pacer Mustafizur
Rahman and young Towhid Hridoy, who hit
40 off 20 balls, proved to the heroes for
Bangladesh in their win. It was a crucial
boost in confidence for Bangladesh as
Najmul Hossain Shanto's men had been
woeful in the lead-up to the T20 World Cup,
losing a T20I series to the USA last month.

SRILANKAIMPLODE DRAMATICALLY
Earlier in the day, Sri Lanka suffered a massive

collapse, losing their last 7 wickets for just 54
runs in 11.1 overs. Experienced Sri Lanka
batters threw it away in a disappointing
effort. Bangladesh were clinical with the ball,
led by their senior pacer Mustafizur Rahman,
who was fresh from picking a six-wicket haul
against USA. The Chennai Super Kings
pacer picked 3 wickets and ave away just 17
runs in his 4-over spell.

Young leg-spinner Rishad Hossain picked

three wickets in a miserly spell of 22 runs in
four overs. The leg-spinner dismantled the
middle-order, picking up the wickets of
Dhananjaya de Silva, Charith Asalanka and
captain Wanindu Hasaranga. The leg-spinner
bowled with incredible control at the Grand
Prairie Stadium pitch, which had something
for everyone, including the spinners.

Sri Lanka, who were shot out for just 77 in their

first match against Souuth Africa in New
York, came up with an improved batting
show, at least in the first 10 overs of their
game against Sri Lanka on Friday.

Pathum Nissanka took on the responsibility of

doing well in the powerplay, hitting a six and
7 boundaries for his 28-ball 47. He lost his
opening partner Kusal Mendis as early as the
third over of the contest, but Nissanka kept
pushing the score in the powerplay.

SL vs BAN: Bangladesh happy with win over
rivals as Hasaranga blames batting failure

The South Asian rivalry
between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh lived up
to its hype as the Grand Prairie Stadium,
Dallas witnessed a thrilling encounter on
June 8, Saturday. Bangladesh clinched the
thriller by 2 wickets against Sri Lanka as
they managed to chase down 125 runs with
6 balls to spare. Both the captains reflected
on the result as Bangladesh captain Najmul
Hossain Shanto expressed delight over his
team's win. Meanwhile, Sri Lankan captain
Wanindu Hasaranga blamed the team's
batting performance for their loss.During
the post-match presentation, Shanto hailed
Litton Das for his batting and his
partnership alongside Towhid Hridoy.

"Everybody's body language was great, we
gave our 120%. For the last 10—15 days we
have been making plans and all the fielders
are doing their job. I think they bowled
really well, but on a wicket like this we

SLvs BAN: Asithappened
Abrilliant bowling effort from Bangladesh

should have won that easily. Very
important for Litton, he's been
struggling a bit, but he showed his skill
today. I think he batted really well.
Hridoy was really courageous, the way
he played that over really helped us,"
Shanto said.

bowlers managed to restrict Sri Lanka at
124 for 9. However, Sri Lankan bowlers
also made early inroads to keep the chase
alive as they were reeling at 28 for 3.
Hridoy and Litton's stand of 63 runs
ensured Bangladesh stayed ahead in the
chase. Hridoy played a blazing knock of
40 runs from 20 balls as he took on
Hasaranga for 3 sixes on the trot. However,
Hasaranga had the last laugh as he managed
to dismiss him on the very next
ball.Hasaranga was critical of his team's
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batting performance and reckoned that the
bowlers could have won the match for the
team had the batters put up a total of 150 or
160 runs.

T20 World Cup: Full Coverage | Complete

Schedule"Our batters batted really well
in the first 8—10 overs. After that, in the
middle overs, I think we batted badly.
We all know our bowling attack is our
strength. Especially if batters put up
150-160, our bowling attack can win
games. In the last two games, the batters
didn't do the job. It's tough. First two
games we've lost. We bowled with four
main bowlers. I think our four genuine
bowlers did their job but, unfortunately,
we had to make four overs with our all-
rounders," Wanindu said.

Sri Lanka made an impeccable
turnaround when Bangladesh needed
only 34 runs from 51 balls with 7

wickets in hand. Nuwan Thushara scalped 4

wickets and brought down the equation to

11 runs needed from last 12 balls.

Mahmudullah held his nerve till the end to

give Bangladesh a nervy win.
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Denmark's Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen attacked in
public, man arrested

Copenhagen, Denmark's Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen walked away following an assault by a man
in central Copenhagen on Friday and had no outward
signs of harm, a local resident told Reuters.

"Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen was beaten on Friday
evening at Kultorvet (square, red.) in Copenhagen by a
man who was subsequently arrested. The Prime Minister
is shocked by the incident," her office said in a statement
without giving further detail.Police said on social media
platform X they had arrested a man and were
investigating the incident but declined to give further
details."She seemed a little stressed," Soren Kjergaard,
who works as a barista on the square, told Reuters after
seeing the prime minister being escorted away by
security following the assault.The assault comes two
days before Danes head to the polls in the EU election.
Three weeks ago, Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico
was seriously injured in an assassination attempt.

Danish Minister of Environment Magnus Heunicke said
on X, "Mette is naturally shocked by the attack. I must
say that it shakes all of us who are close to her."

Harvey Weinstein lawyers
argue he was denied fair trial
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The fast-changing global stance on Palestinian state

World On a single day, Spain, Norway and
Ireland joined 143 of the 193 member-
states of the United Nations in
recognising a Palestinian state. Spain has
said its recognition applies to a unified
Palestinian state that includes the Gaza
Strip and West Bank under the
Palestinian Authority, with East
Jerusalem as the capital. Slovenia, Malta
and Belgium are expected to follow soon.

There are differences in the conditions of
recognition, of course. Norway has
decided to plant a full-blown embassy in
Occupied Palestine, joining only five
other countries to have done so. Most of
the other Palestine-supportive nations
are asking for a vaguely-defined two-
state solution, with Spain asking for a
pre-1967 border for Palestine with the
capital in East Jerusalem. No country,
however, has opted for a one-state
solution in which 5.3 million
Palestinians and 9.1 million Israelis
would agree to live in a society where
they both have equal rights.

The current melee seems to have cloaked
the emergence of a divisive new
geopolitical alignment within the US-led
‘Coalition of Common Challenges’
centred on Israel-Gaza and Russia-
Ukraine. Fifteen of the 32 nations in the
US-led NATO have already recognised

or are on the brink of recognising
the Palestinian state. All the 27
European Union member-states
are players in the international
sanctions imposed against Russia
after its war on Ukraine in
February 2022. Tiirkiye is the only
NATO member not on this list.
And therein lies a tale: that of
countries that are generally within
the US’s vast and heavy-handed
sphere of influence who are
charting their own foreign-policy
ways—even at the cost of riling
the US.
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The possibility of their being
concerned with the pecuniary
downside of being attached to the
US by the hip is high. The sanctions
against Russia are malfunctioning.
Russia remains a healthy economy, in
spite of the fact that the combined GDP of
NATO member states is about $51
trillion, over 20 times Russia’s GDP, and
NATO member-states spent $1.3 trillion
on defence in 2023, 10 times what Russia
spent. Despite the fluctuations in its
costly war with Ukraine, the country’s
GDP grew by 2.8 percent in 2024, despite,
as NATO grieved, “Western sanctions
intended to impede Moscow’s war

effort”. Meanwhile, the Gaza war has
kneecapped Israel. According to the IMF,
Israel’s real GDP growth this fiscal will
be 1.6 percent, less than half the estimate
of 3.3 percent and down from 2.9 percent
in 2023. With a further slide envisaged
ahead, it is imprudent for stable
economies to be roped to a ship with a big
hole in its hull, even if that ship is
bolstered by a far huger ship bristling
with enough treasure to stave off a
meltdown.n addition to this, there also
appear to be incorporeal elements at play
in this new directionalism—a theory of

political flexibility and
adaptability to emergent
conditions—away from US
geopolitical centripetality and
what is called destinationism,
an idée fixe about an ideal
condition. And these elements
include statal appropriateness.
The growing global stance
against Israel has to do with
political morality—an
overstretched idea, given the
corruptness of politics in
general, but gaining
surprising currency—while
the limited opposition to

Russia is predicated on pure

geopolitics. In short, an

eclectic collection of
countries around the world is seeing
Russia as a nation they can do a moral-
economic business with but Israel as too
feral to be in the comity of nations.

This nova geopolitica is being resisted by
the US’s staunch allies (and colonial
states), but with increasing reluctance.
Britain has confessed that it is
considering recognition of a Palestinian
state, but France has said while the
subject is not “taboo”, it is not the time
yet, while Germany is standing firm
against the idea.

in appeal of LA rape
conviction

NEW YORK: Harvey Weinstein's lawyers argue in an
appeal that he did not get a fair trial when he was
convicted of rape and sexual assault in Los Angeles in
2022 and sentenced to 16 years in prison. The brief
filed Friday with California's Second District Court of
Appeal comes six weeks after his similar landmark
#MeToo conviction and 23-year prison sentence in
New York were overturned by the state's highest court.

The California appeal argues the trial judge wrongly
excluded evidence that the Italian model and actor he
was convicted of raping had a sexual relationship with
the director of a film festival that had brought both
Weinstein and the woman to Los Angeles at the time of
the alleged attack.

Weinstein's lawyers argued that the judge deprived him
of "his constitutional rights to present a defence and
led to amiscarriage of justice."

The attorneys say the judge was wrong to allow jurors to
know about Weinstein's previous, now-vacated
conviction in New York, and that the jury was unfairly
prejudiced by testimony from women about alleged
assaults Weinstein was not charged with. Similar
testimony led to his overturned conviction in New
York, where the 72-year-old is being held as
Manbhattan prosecutors plan to retry him.

"The introduction of this excessive, cumulative, and
remote evidence of prior sexual assaults' simply
signaled to the jury that the Defendant was a bad man
who should be convicted of something irrespective of
whether the prosecution proved its case," the filing
said.At his California trial, Weinstein was charged
with sexually assaulting four women, but a jury
convicted him of an attack on just one, Evgeniya
Chernyshova, who testified that Weinstein appeared
uninvited at her hotel room during the LA Italia Film
Festival in 2013.Weinstein's lawyers argue that
Superior Court Judge Lisa B. Lench was wrong to
prevent his defence from showing the jury Facebook
messages that showed Chernyshova and the festival's
founder, Pascal Vicedomini, had a sexual relationship.

The messages would have shown that both were
perjuring themselves when they testified that they
were only friends and colleagues, the briefargues. And
it would have bolstered defence arguments that the
woman was not even in her hotel room but was with
Vicedomini at the time of the alleged attack.

The arguments are similar to those made by Weinstein's
attorneys in a motion for a ne trial that Lench rejected
before his sentencing.Weinstein has since hired
appellate attorneys including Jennifer Bonjean, a
Chicago-based lawyer whose appeal in Bill Cosby's
sexual assault case got his conviction in Pennsylvania
permanently thrown out.

Chernyshova went only by Jane Doe 1 during the trial.
The Associated Press doesn't typically name people
who say they've been sexually abused unless they
come forward publicly, as Chernyshova did after the
trial. She consented via her lawyer to the AP using her
name.

Some Florida Panhandle
beaches are temporarily
closed to swimmers after 2
reported shark attacks

SEACREST. Two reported shark attacks Friday led
authorities to temporarily close beaches to swimmers in
Walton County, on the Florida Panhandle.

The first attack happened in the afternoon when a woman
was injured by a shark near Watersound, the county
sheriff's office said. She was taken to a medical facility

Crackdown on dissent: Two
Vietnamese Facebook users
arrested over democratic
freedom abuse

Two well-known Vietnamese Facebook users, ex-
reporter Truong Huy San, 62, and lawyer Tran
Dinh Trien, 65, have been arrested by the police
in Vietnam on charges of "abusing democratic
freedoms to infringe upon the interests of the
state", according to a government statement
released on Saturday.The arrests come as a
major leadership reshuffle in the Communist-
ruled country is settling down.

Although Vietnam has undergone extensive
economic reform and has become increasingly
open to social change, the ruling Communist
Party maintains strict control over the media and
tolerates little criticism.The government's
statement indicated that San and Trien had
posted articles on Facebook that infringed upon

Former astronaut William Anders, who took iconic

Earthrise photo, has died in Washington plane crash
S

SEATTLE. Retired Maj. Gen. William
Anders, the former Apollo 8 astronaut
who took the iconic “Earthrise” photo
showing the planet as a shadowed blue
marble from space in 1968, was killed
Friday when the plane he was piloting
alone plummeted into the waters off
the San Juan Islands in Washington
state. He was 90. His son, retired Air
Force Lt. Col. Greg Anders, confirmed
the death to The Associated Press.

The family is devastated,” Greg Anders
said. “He was a great pilot and we will
miss him terribly.”William Anders has
said the photo was his most significant
contribution to the space program,
given the ecological philosophical
impact it had, along with making sure
the Apollo 8 command module and
service module worked.The
photograph, the first color image of
Earth from space, is one of the most
important photos in modern history for
the way it changed how humans
viewed the planet. The photo is
credited with sparking the global
environmental movement for showing
how delicate and isolated Earth
appeared from space.Arizona Sen.
Mark Kelly, who is also a retired
NASA astronaut, wrote on the social

time, according to the Federal
Aviation Association.The National
Transportation Safety Board and
FA A are investigating the crash.
William Anders said in an 1997
NASA oral history interview that he
didn’t think the Apollo 8 mission
was risk-free but there were
important national, patriotic and
exploration reasons for going ahead.
He estimated there was about one in
three chance that the crew wouldn’t
make it back and the same chance
the mission would be a success and
the same chance that the mission
wouldn’t start to begin with. He said
he suspected Christopher
Columbus sailed with worse odds.
He recounted how earth looked fragile
and seemingly physically insignificant,
yet was home.“We’d been going
backwards and upside down, didn’t
really see the Earth or the Sun, and
when we rolled around and came
around and saw the first Earthrise,” he
said. “That certainly was, by far, the
most impressive thing. To see this very
delicate, colorful orb which to me
looked like a Christmas tree ornament
coming up over this very stark, ugly
lunar landscape really contrasted.”

Philippines bans imports of poultry
products from Australia due to bird flu

[l MANILA. The Philippines'

N agriculture ministry said it was
banning the imports of birds
and poultry products from
Australia because of a bird flu
outbreak in Australian states.

Imports from Australia of wild
and domestic birds, including
poultry meat, day-old chicks,
eggs, and semen will be
immediately stopped, the
ministry said on Saturday.As
of April, Australia ranked as
the Philippines' fourth-largest
source of imported chicken
meat, accounting for 4% of its
total volume of chicken
imports.

-

platform X: “Bill Anders forever
changed our perspective of our planet
and ourselves with his famous
Earthrise photo on Apollo 8. He
inspired me and generations of
astronauts and explorers. My thoughts
are with his family and friends.”

A report came in around 11:40 a.m. that
an older-model plane crashed into the
water and sank near the north end of
Jones Island, San Juan County Sheriff
Eric Peter said.Only the pilot was on
board the Beech A45 airplane at the

the interests of the state and the lawful rights and
interests of organizations and individuals,
without providing further details.San and
Trien's Facebook accounts, which had hundreds
of thousands of followers, disappeared from the
platform less than a week ago, leading to
speculation about their arrest. Their posts often
criticized the administration and law
enforcement authorities.The announcement of
their arrests follows the National Assembly's
approval of a new police minister and the
naming of a new state president and parliament
speaker more than two weeks ago amidst
heightened political turbulence.

The government's statement also mentioned that
the police had searched the homes of San and
Trien and that further investigation was ongoing.

Israel hombs another school in Gaza,
kills 28 in strikes on refugee camps

The Israel-Hamas war has so far killed more than 36,731 Palestinians in Gaza since October 7. In a statement, the Gaza
health ministry said some 77 Palestinians were killed and 221 injured in the past 24 hours.

for treatment.Later in the day, firefighters responded to
an incident near Inlet Beach "following multiple reports
ofateenager injured by a shark," the sheriff's office said.
"The water is now closed to the public in Walton County,"
the office wrote in a social media post.

The condition of the two people and the extent of their
injuries were not immediately available.Also Friday, in
Hawaii, a woman was seriously injured in an apparent
shark attack in the waters off the island of Oahu, officials
said.Shark attacks are rare, according to experts.

There were 69 unprovoked bites last year worldwide, and
10 of those were fatal.

World As the war between Israel and
Hamas continues to rage, the Israeli
military bombed another United Nations-
run school in northern Gaza on Friday,
killing three people. The attack comes a
day after a similar strike on a school in
Gaza's center killed at least 33
people.Further, 28 people, including
children, were killed 1n Israeli airstrikes
overnight across central Gaza on Friday.
Residents said tanks that have taken
control along the borderline with Egypt
made several raids towards the west and
the center of the southern city, wounding
several residents, news agency Reuters
reported.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR: THE LATEST

A day after an Israeli airstrike at a school in
Gaza killed at least 33 people, the Israeli
military on Friday bombed another
school compound in northern Gaza,
killing three people. In both airstrikes, the
Isracli army said Hamas terrorists were
operating from within the schools. On

Friday, Israel also released the names of

17 terrorists it said were killed in
Thursday's strike.

Twenty-eight people, including children,
were killed in Israeli airstrikes overnight
across central Gaza. Strikes hit the
Nuseirat and Maghazi refugee camps and
Deir al-Balah and Zawaiyda towns on
Friday. Israel's army said its troops had
killed dozens of terrorists hiding in tunnel
shafts and also destroyed infrastructure in
the area.A drone launched from Lebanon,
likely by the Hezbollah terror group,
landed in an open area in the Jezreel
Valley, near Nazareth, in northern Israel
on Friday afternoon, The Times of Israel
reported. An interceptor missile was
launched and sirens sounded in towns
adjacent to Nazareth soon after the attack.

Hours later, Israeli fighter jets struck a
Hezbollah rocket launcher and other
infrastructure in southern Lebanon
earlier on Saturday. Troops also shelled
several locations with artillery and
mortars to "remove threats", the military
said. The Israel Defense Forces said a
siren in the northern community of Matat
was triggered by two rockets launched
from Lebanon.

Pro-Palestinian activists demanding an end

to the war in Gaza and American support
for Israel plan to surround the White
House during a weekend protest,
prompting additional security measures,
including anti-scale fencing. Reuters said
the demonstrations were planned on
Saturday, marking eight months of
Isracl's war in Gaza.United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has
added Israel's military to a global list of
offenders for committing violations
against children in 2023, said Israel's UN
envoy Gilad Erdan, describing the
decision as "shameful." Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad will also be
listed, said a diplomatic source, speaking

on condition of anonymity. The global
list is included in a report on children
and armed conflict that Guterres is due
to submit to the UN Security Council on
June 14.Jerusalem has fumed over the
announcement with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu saying, "The UN
has put itself on the blacklist of history
today when it joined the supporters of
the Hamas murderers. The IDF is the
most moral army in the world and no
delusional decision by the UN will
change that."US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken will travel to the Middle
East next week, the US State Department
said on Friday, as Washington tries to put
pressure on Israel and Hamas to accept a
ceasefire proposal that President Joe
Biden laid out last week. In his eighth
visit to the region since Hamas attacked
Israel on October 7, the diplomat will
visit Egypt, Israel, Jordan and Qatar and
meet with their senior leaders.The White
House has said it was still awaiting an
official response by Hamas to the latest
hostage deal and ceasefire proposal for
Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza.
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Payal Rajput S

Fashion Game On Point In Floral Co-ord Set

ctress Payal Rajput has been a popular face in the Indian television and film industry. She was seen in many
well-known TV serials and movies. Payal started her acting career with the Hindi television serial Sapnon Se®
Bhare Naina in 2010. In 2017, she made her film debut with the Punjabi film Channa Mereya. The actress
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rithy =
Shetty's

) Red Top And Black Skirt
Is Perfect Date Wear

made her debut in the Telugu film industry with the National Film Award-

- ,f I : rithi Shetty is one of the most popular names in the South film industry. She

winning film Uppena. The film was directed by Buch Babu Sana and starred

Vijay Sethupathi in the lead role opposite Panja Vaisshanv Tej. It was released in
2021.Krithi Shetty has now set the red carpet on fire with her stunmng look for the
promotions of her upcoming film
Manamey. The actress opted for a
daring and beautiful cutout dress
with a halter neckline that stole the
show. The dress featured a bold red
top with a contrasting black skirt,
creating a unique and eye-catching
silhouette.

Krithi paired the dress with red heels
to clongate her legs and a high
ponytail for an elegant and

sophisticated touch. Delicate
silver pearl earrings gave her a
touch of elegance while bold red
lipstick and matching red
eyeliner accentuated her
features. The subtle yet
impactful makeup perfectly
complemented the bright
dress and made Krithi look
phenomenal. With
Manamey hitting the
theatres on June 7, Krithi is
" raising the bar for |
promotiomnal
fashion.Recently, Krithi
Shetty was seen wearing
a spotted floral |
sleeveless dress. She *
poses in front of a

white canvas, casting shadows in the background. Exuding elegance,
the actress chose minimal accessories like earrings, a ring and a
bracelet. The actress’s makeup is subtle yet captivating, featuring
rosy cheeks, a delicate stroke of eyeliner, contoured cheeks, and
a shade of pink lipstick that enhances her natural beauty. She
poses differently for each snap.The fans of the actress flocked
| to the comments section of the post to compliment her beauty
and wish luck for the success of her upcoming film. Netizens

| flooded the comment section with love and fire emojis.

" After her debut, Krithi Shetty has never looked back and has

shared the screen with stars like Nani, Sai Pallavi, Nagarjuna and
Naga Chaitanya. The actress not only makes headlines with her

films but also can make heads turn with her attire.

debuted in the Telugu film industry with the film RX 100, highly praised by the audience. Besides her acting, she is/"

also an active social media user.The actress often posts her glamorous pictures on social media. Each of her photos is |
loved by her fans. The RX 100 fame actress recently posted a picture on her Instagram handle. The picture surfaced
on the Internet soon after it was posted. Payal looked gorgeous wearing a floral Co-ord Set along with a white crop

top. She wore light makeup
teamed up with perfectly drawn
eyebrows, black smoky eyes,
and a mat pink lip shade. Payal
also wore a white sneaker with
some multi-coloured shades
which gave her a sporty
look.The actress posted the
picture on Instagram and
captioned it, “Worry less. Smile
more!” According to her post,
her dress was designed by How
When Wear Clothing and shoes
by Hamsterlondon.com. Her
make up was done by Sujatha.
The picture received massive
attraction from netizens,
garnering more than 46,000
likes and millions of comments.
Her fans flooded the comments
section expressing their love for
the actress. One user wrote,
“There are not enough words to
describe your beauty, Payal!”
while another user wrote, I

love seeing your pictures every day. Today you are looking bold and awesome.” A third user wrote, “There is nothing
more beautiful in this world than your smile. Looking gorgeous!”Actress Payal Rajput will be seen in Rakshana
under the direction of Prandeep Thakore, releasing today. The music is composed by Mahati Swara Sagar and the

cinematography is done by Anil Bandari.

Aditi Rao Hydari Gets Cozy With
Fiance Siddharth In a Pool In

Unseen Vldeo From Their Vacatlon

|

diti Rao Hydari and Siddharth are one of

the most adorable couples. They were

recently in Tuscany to enjoy some
quality time together. On Friday, Siddharth
took to his Instagram handle to share a video,
which featured several glimpses of their
vacation.In the clip, the couple was seen
enjoying some scenic places in Tuscany, where
they also went on a bicycle ride. The reel also
featured several photographs in which Aditi
was seen posing with her fiance. In one of the
clicks, Siddharth was seen taking a selfie with
the love of her life. Another photo featured the
actress holding Siddharth close. In the
thumbnail of the video, Siddharth and Aditi
were seen getting cozy as they took a selfie in a
swimming pool.

In the caption of his video, Siddharth referred to
Aditi’s Heeramandi character and wrote,
“#UndertheTuscanSun Feat. Bibbo Jaan &
Karan Singhania ®  @aditiraohydari.
Memories for a Lifetime and Beyond... Until
nexttime [talia ® .” Watch it here:

Needless to say, the video has left Aditi and
Siddharth’s fans in complete awe. Soon after
the post was shared, fans rushed to the
comments section to shower love on the couple.
“And they both are just ageing like a fine wine
47 one of the fans wrote. “They said Romeo
and Juliet But I heard Siddhu & Aditi,” added
another. “Setting new benchmark for couple
goals,” a third comment read.Aditi Rao Hydari
and Siddharth’s love story is not secret. Their
romance blossomed during the filming of the
2021 movie Maha Samudram. Since then, they
have been together. In March this year, reports
of their secret wedding made headlines after
Great Andhra claimed that the two took
wedding vows at the Sri Ranganayakaswamy
temple in Srirangapuram, Wanaparthy District,
Telangana.

However, later, Aditi revealed that they are not
married but engaged. On March 28, 2024, she
dropped an engagement photo with Siddharth.
In the picture, they held each other close as
Aditi flaunted a diamond ring whereas
Siddharth sported a gold band on his ring finger
with magenta detailing. Captioning the photo,
Aditi wrote, “He saidyes! E.N.G.A.G.E.D.”

Varun Dhawan Makes 1st
Appearance With Daughter

In His Arms, Takes Wife
Natasha Dalal Home

|- L

arun Dhawan and Natasha Dalal

welcomed their first child, a baby girl on

June 4 at Mumbai’s Hinduja Hospital.
Today afternoon, the couple made their first
public appearance with their baby girl, as they
headed home fro the hospital. A video of the
same has now gone viral.Varun was secen
cradling his baby girl, wrapped in a cute baby
pink sheet. His wife Natasha was seen
accompanying him as they entered their car.
Popular paparazzo Viral Bhayani shared the
video and wrote, “New parents in town,
Dhawan parivar ki Lakshmi.”

Ever since the arrival of the baby girl, Varun has
been over the moon. Amid all the heartfelt
wishes pouring in, the actor took to his social
media handle to welcome his daughter with a
heartfelt post. The post was also accompanied
by a gratitude note.The heartfelt video,
featured an illustration of Varun’s pet dog Joey
who was seen holding a placard that read
‘Welcome Lil sis’. The video post also read,
“Baby Dhawan, Proud parents Natasha and
Varun, Proud Family — ‘Dalals and Dhawans’.
Expressing his joy, Varun wrote, “Our Baby
Girl Is Here,” and added, Thank u for all the
good wishes for the mama and the baby.’The
post also read, “We are overjoyed with this
new blessing in our lives. During this special
time, we request the media to give us our
privacy. Thank you for your support and
understanding.”Interestingly, Varun had
himself expressed that he wanted to have a
baby girl some day. On Karan Johar’s Koffee
With Karan 5, Varun, who shared the couch
with Alia Bhatt opened up on having a baby
girl some day in the future. During a rapid-fire
round, while naming a few actors, Karan
asked Varun, “What do the following have that
you don’t?” When the filmmaker mentioned
Shahid Kapoor’s name, he shared, He has a
baby girl.
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