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Time to put S&T
policies back on track

IN the past 10 years, innovation was perhaps the
most quoted buzzword in speeches of the Prime
Minister, Cabinet ministers and science
bureaucrats in India. Several awards, missions
and schemes were announced to promote science-
based innovation in different sectors. It is,
however, surprising that all this was happening
without a proper enabling environment. The
grand intentions of the Modi 2.0 government to
boost scientific research remained a ‘work in
progress’ at a time when the global research
landscape is fast changing with the emergence of
deep tech. Little progress was made on three
critical counts — science and technology (S&T)
policies, funding mechanisms and research
priorities — and the new government’s agenda
should be to prioritise them.An exercise to
develop a new National Science, Technology and
Innovation (STI) policy was initiated during the
Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. Several drafts were
prepared, but the policy remains on paper and is
yet to be finalised. The policy was to replace the
one released in 2013 by the UPA government. The
first task of the new government on the science
and technology front, therefore, should be to
finalise the STI Policy and start its
implementation in earnest. If the new
dispensation finds that the draft is not good
enough, it should junk it and continue with the
2013 STI policy framework. The policy goals
enunciated in 2013 remain unfulfilled even after a
decade.Among the key objectives of the 2013
policy was to ‘position India among the top five
global scientific powers by 2020’ and to increase
the gross expenditure on R&D (GERD) to 2 per
cent of the GDP. We have seen little progress on
the expenditure front. India has slipped on this
parameter. The GERD in 2013 was 1 per cent of
the GDP. It came down to 0.66 per cent and 0.64
per cent during 2019-20 and 2020-21,
respectively, according to the latest available data
from the Department of Science and Technology.
The 2013 policy was unequivocal about the need
to increase GERD and enhance public investment
in scientific research, but the 2020 STI draft is
vague on this count. It talks of developing a
‘financial landscape of the STI ecosystem’ in
which departments and ministries of the central,
state, and local governments as well as
government and private companies will set up an
STI unit with ‘a minimum earmarked budget to
pursue STI activities.” On the face of it, it is an
outdated idea. It was first proposed in the 1980s.

The technology development roadmap suggested in
the draft is equally adrift. The policy draft seeks to
promote technology self-reliance and
indigenisation to achieve the larger goal of
Atmanirbhar Bharat. For this, a two-way
approach has been prescribed — indigenous
development of technology as well as technology
indigenisation. At the same time, it says,
“international engagements will be facilitated to
gain essential know-how towards creation and
development of indigenous technologies.”

Another grand idea of the Modi government was
the National Research Foundation (NRF) as a
supra-research funding agency. It was first
announced by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her Budget speech in 2019. The
NREF is still to see the light of day even after
Parliament passed a Bill for its formation in 2023.

Manpower shortage calls for a rethink of Agnipath scheme

It is intriguing that the Dept of Military Affairs waited for two years to launch an inquiry into manpower crunch resulting from the new scheme.

THE Agnipath scheme was a big issue for the Opposition

during the recent election campaign. Referring to the
scheme, Prime Minister Narendra Modi accused the
Opposition of using the Army as a political weapon. This
is a case of the pot calling the kettle black. Now, NDA
allies Janata Dal (United) and Lok Janshakti Party in the
Modi 3.0 government have sought a review of the
scheme.According to recent reports, the Department of
Military Affairs (DMA) has launched an inquiry into
manpower shortage resulting from the scheme. Why the
DMA waited two years is intriguing, for it was clear as
daylight that unacceptable deficiencies would accrue as
the quota for recruitment was woefully inadequate in the
backdrop of the rate of retirement, especially after the
nearly three-year drought in recruitment amid the Covid-
19 pandemic. But there was a method to the madness.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh was seated among Service

Chiefs when the transformative Agnipath scheme was
announced in June 2022. Officers of the tri-service DMA
spelt out its virtues: arguably a more youthful profile for
below-officer rank personnel. Serving Chiefs, whose
deep selection generally ensures conformity, later lauded
the controversial reform.Gen MM Naravane (retd),
predecessor of Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen Manoj
Pande, reportedly mentioned in his long-delayed book,
Four Stars of Destiny, the shock and awe generated by
Agnipath, which was described as ‘a bolt from the blue’
for the Air Force and the Navy. The Tour of Duty scheme,
conceived earlier by the late Gen Bipin Rawat, was a
short-term recruitment plan to be test-bedded for 5,000
personnel. Even before the DMA launched its
investigation into Agnipath, I had begun to quiz officers
and others about it. The negative views of veterans are
well-known. I visited two infantry regimental centres —
Gorkha and Garhwali — in Shillong and Lansdowne and
the Signals Training Centre in Goa. Until recently,
infantry regiments, barring Gorkhas, were only
marginally deficient in manpower, but managing units on
the LoC and LAC was not easy.The Gorkhas were the
ones to take a hit. Sixty per cent of the manpower for 38
Gorkha battalions comes from Nepal-domiciled
Gorkhas (NDGs). Nepal had quietly rejected Agnipath,
which was imposed unilaterally — without any
consultation — though recruitment is in accordance with
the 1947 tripartite treaty between the UK, India and
Nepal.Last month, Foreign Minister S Jaishankar said
India would act in its national interest and not at the
behest of any other country, referring to Nepal. No one
needs to tell Jaishankar that NDGs joining the Indian
Army is not just recruitment but a strategic bonding and
an Indian asset in Nepal. In the absence of recruitment for
four years, many Gorkha battalions are nearly 100
soldiers short of the authorised strength. Further, the 40

SHORTLY after assuming charge as Foreign

per cent Indian-domiciled Gorkha (IDG) quota is
undersubscribed: so, Garhwalis and Kumaonis are being
recruited in lieu of Gorkhas. Last year, Gen Pande even
considered disbanding Gorkha battalions.

In Shillong, Sabathu, Banaras and Lucknow, the Gorkha

regimental centres are training Agniveers from other
regiments. The truncated 3 1-week training programme is
producing yet-to-be-tested short-service soldiers. Even
in Goa, where they train communication specialists, no
one spoke well of Agnipath. During the election
campaign, anti-Agnipath protesters demanded a return to
the old recruitment system, whose star attraction was
pension. Even as the government is keen to project
Agnipath’s resultant youthful profile, the real motive is
the reduction of salary and pension bills to create funds
for modernisation. In 2023-24, the capital outlay
pertaining to defence modernisation and infrastructure
development was Rs 1.63 lakh crore, while Rs 1.38 lakh
crore were allocated for pensions.No recruitment for
nearly three years of pandemic created a void in the Army
alone of 1,80,000 personnel. In addition, the Agniveer
intake of around 42,000 (28,000 Army, 8,000 Navy and
6,000 TAF) annually tells a different story. The Army is

India-Pak impasse

Both nations should strive to reduce trust deficit

The idea of a funding agency along the lines of
America’s National Science Foundation was first
proposed by the Scientific Advisory Committee
to the Prime Minister, headed by Prof CNR Rao,
in 2005. As a result, the Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB) was established in 2008
to streamline funding for scientific research. The
NRF Act 0f 2023 repealed the SERB Act of 2008
and dissolved SERB.There has been no credible
justification from the government for replacing
SERB with a new body. The only intention seems
to be to create a centralised body to fund and also
regulate research. NRF’s Governing Board will
be presided over by the Prime Minister and two
ministers (Science and technology and education)
will be the Vice-Presidents. Even with SERB,
researchers complained of bureaucratic delays,
one can imagine the fate of such a heavily
political governing structure for the NRF. In a
large and diverse country like India, do we need a
centralised funding mechanism based in New
Delhi or multiple channels of funding in different
sectors?

Minister for a second term, S Jaishankar said with
reference to Pakistan that India would want to find
a solution to the years-old cross-border terrorism.
“That cannot be the policy of a good neighbour,” he
added. His statement comes on the heels of the
messages posted on X by Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and ex-PM Nawaz Sharif,
congratulating PM Narendra Modi on his re-
election. While Shehbaz confined himself'to a terse
sentence, Nawaz expansively appealed for
replacing hate with hope and seizing the
opportunity to shape the destiny of the two billion
people of South Asia. Modi was equally terse in
thanking Shehbaz and no less eloquent in
reminding Nawaz that the people of India had
always stood for peace, security and progressive
ideas.The exchange of messages is significant as
India-Pakistan ties have been in deep freeze since the
Pulwama terror attack and the retaliatory Balakot

A

airstrikes of February 2019. The situation worsened after
India revoked Article 370 of the Constitution and
bifurcated Jammu and Kashmir in August that year, even

Recalling Ambassador Asrani’s Lagos masterstroke
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recruiting for four years with 25 per cent retention from
28,000 personnel, which is 7,000, while nearly 70,000
will retire every year. On top of this, 2023 was the Army’s
year of transformation and right-sizing. An additional
1,00,000 soldiers were to be retrenched in addition to the
shortfall of 1,80,000 in 2023, plus the yearly depletion.
By April last year, after the Integrated Defence Staff
ordered a 10 per cent reduction in combat units,
manpower deficiency had risen to alarming levels.I
raised the matter at a veterans’ seminar last year, which
was presided over by Gen Pande. Stunned silence
prevailed. No one in the armed forces is prepared to bell
the cat. A Lieutenant General who dealt with manpower
— he has superannuated but still can’t be named — went
to meet the Joint Secretary concerned in the PMO to
inform him about the alarming deficiency. When he spelt
out the estimated shortfall, he was informed: “Sahib ko
sab malum hai” (Sahib knows it all). Agnipath and
Agniveer are believed to be the PM’s contribution to the
vocabulary of transformational defence reforms.
However, the scheme has severely undermined the
operational capabilities of the armed forces. That’s why
the DMA has launched an internal survey.

as the hopes raised by the opening of the
Kartarpur corridor were snuffed out soon.
However, some positive signs have been visible
of late. Alluding to the 25-year-old Kargil War,
Nawaz admitted last month that Pakistan had
violated the Lahore Declaration in 1999.
Interestingly, during their Lok Sabha election
campaign, some BJP candidates promised the
resumption of India-Pakistan trade via the Attari-
Wagah crossing.

Amid backdoor diplomatic efforts, India has been
asserting that terrorism and talks cannot go
together. But as last week’s Reasi attack has
shown, it’s an onerous task for Pakistan’s
military-controlled political leadership to turn
off the terror tap overnight. Both New Delhi and
Islamabad need to take a step forward, even ifit’s
tentative to start with. This will help in reducing

the trust deficit and bringing the two neighbours to the

talks table.

Like the words of the Japanese poet, Basho, he loved, Asrani is now on a ‘journey... my dream goes wandering’.

THERE is much for which to remember Ambassador
Arjun Asrani, who passed away recently. He was one of
the surprisingly few Indian Foreign Service officers who
served thrice in the same embassy — Tokyo, in his case,
first as ‘language trainee’, then as second-in-command
and finally as Ambassador. As Deepa Wadhwa, who
headed the Japan mission 20 years later, remarked, “he
was a mentor to many who followed him, maintaining a
close association with the country where he was highly
regarded and honoured with their highest civilian
award.”Much earlier, he was the only one to be
transferred from Washington, where he had made a mark
as the head of the Embassy’s economic wing, to New
York, where those abilities were thought necessary for
the post of Consul-General. Most of his designations
through a distinguished pre-ambassadorial career
sported the letter ‘e’ for ‘economic’, though, as he once
said, it could well have stood for ‘ecumenical’, the
aspiration to bring together all the ‘churches’ in foreign
policy — political, economic, commercial, consular and
cultural — in the unison that a rising power demanded.

But the ‘e’ could have stood for ‘exultation’ or ‘exaltation’
as well — two words, as he once smilingly told me, he
always confused, secure in their seeming synonymity,
each or either a fitting description of the service to which
he belonged , the service that belonged to him, and the
experiences it afforded.Such as the exultation of punting
down the Cherwell river during his probationary courses
at Oxford and, a few months later, the exaltation of
seeing a rice farmer’s yield outside Mysore, where he
was on ‘district’ training, the crop burgeoned by the still
new Japanese method of cultivation with high
productivity seeds planted at regular distance, energised
by fulsome fertilisers and careful irrigation.It was these
immediacies of experience that were to make him, in his
phrase, a “born-and-bred bilateralist at heart”, although
he ensured that a brief foray into multilateral diplomacy
served his country and its interests well.

It was in March 1987 that the government of Nigeria
convened an unusual meeting in capital Lagos,

describing it as the “concert of medium powers”.
The concert was a fairly arbitrary selection of
nations, including Algeria, Argentina, Austria,
Brazil, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Mexico, Senegal, Sweden, Switzerland, |
Venezuela, Yugoslavia and Zimbabwe, in addition
to the host.The idea of such a grouping had been
put forward in the mid-1970s by a distinguished
Nigerian academician, Bolaji Akinyemi, who was
the Director-General of the Nigerian Institute of
International Affairs; 10 years later, he was given
the opportunity to realise it on his appointment as
Foreign Minister by then President Babangida in
1985.As the professor-turned-practitioner
phrased it, medium powers “can assist in
consolidating international peace and security
through the process of confidence-building
among states (and) can operate as a voice of reason in a
discordant world, where might is often mistakenly
regarded as synonymous with right.”When the invitation
to participate reached New Delhi, a number of factors
came into play while taking a call. While India did not
want to offend the largest country in sub-Saharan Africa,
it also did not want to appear to challenge the primacy of
Zimbabwe, which had taken over as the Chair of the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) just eight months
earlier. That conundrum was resolved by Harare, which
confirmed that it would attend the Lagos meeting. India
was also against a proliferation of ‘groups’ without a
defined purpose, having just helped create the “six-
nation, five-continent” initiative on disarmament and
being in discussion with other non-aligned countries on a
‘Group of 15 within the movement to interact
substantively with global financial and trade
organisations, a group that was to be formalised two
years later.But there was much India admired in Nigeria
(and its Foreign Minister), including its leading of a 30-
nation boycott of the 1986 Edinburgh Commonwealth
Games in protest against Britain’s apparently
acquiescent attitude to apartheid South Africa and its call

for a nonaligned solidarity fund for the frontline states
and liberation movements in southern Africa, which was
to take shape as the Africa Fund chaired by India. If India
were to help rethink the idea of the ‘concert’, it would
have to be done on the margins with grace and tact,
attributes which were immediately identified in
Ambassador Asrani, who was asked to lead the Indian
delegation.Lagos a few days ahead of the meeting, and
preliminary discussions with other delegations
suggested a shared puzzlement about what exactly the
outcome would be. His front-page interview with a
Nigerian newspaper was both upbeat in spirit and non-
committal in specifics. It also brought him recognition,
manifest in the many heads that turned when we went out
for dinner before the conference.

One of them came up to our table and introduced himselfas
Keswani, an Indian businessman and entrepreneur; he
spoke in companionable Sindhi with Asrani briefly
before wishing us good night. “He will go far,” Asrani
said to us. “He wants to launch department stores which
his associates want to name after this city; he feels —
rightly, I think — that calling them ‘Lagos Mart’ or the
like will be too limiting, and he must have a name that
can expand comfortably.”He paused and, suddenly, like

the Grateful Dead, his eyes glowed with the
gold of sunshine. “That is it!”” he exclaimed.
“That is what, Arjun?” asked Deb Mukharji,
High Commissioner in Lagos.“Don’t you
see?” Asrani replied. “If adding ‘Lagos’ to the
name limits Keswani’s possibilities, think of
how much it would the convening of ‘medium
powers.” If we bring ‘Lagos’ into the name,
there is no other country which would venture
to host a second meeting. Let’s talk to our hosts
first thing tomorrow morning. But what name
should we suggest?”

“The Lagos Concert?”, I suggested hopefully,
but it was brushed aside with the jhadoo it
deserved. “Forum”, said Asrani suddenly. “A
group committed to conversations, not
conclusions. But we don’t need to spell that

out.”

Early next morning, Asrani met a senior Nigerian officer.

“We feel, Excellency,” he said, “the name ‘Concert of
Medium Powers’ is too anonymous. This conference
should be identified with its creator, just as the Congress
of Vienna or the conference at Versailles were. Why not
the ‘Lagos Forum’?

And so the title came into being. What it implied was that

no other nation would choose to host another conference,
constrained by the specificity of its name. It was left to
Nigeria to organise a second one some months later, but
the growing lack of interest was palpable. Even
Zimbabwe chose to opt out of the group with an
explanation that could, at best, be considered
disingenuous from the NAM Chairman, that it was “a
small country just coming out of armed struggles that led
to independence in 1980, (and which) could not be in the
league of medium power states.”

And so the Forum, indeed the Concert, faded gently into

memory — reminiscent, in a sense, of the words of
Japanese poet Basho, whom Asrani studied and grew to
love, “on a journey, ill, my dream goes wandering, over
withered fields”.
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You may have to pay more
for ATM cash withdrawals:
Report

New Delhi. ATM operators in the country are pushing
for a hike in the interchange fee on cash withdrawals
and have appealed to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
and the National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI) to support their request, The Economic Times
reported.The Confederation of ATM Industry
(CATMI) is advocating for an increase in the
interchange fee to a maximum of Rs 23 per transaction
to secure more funding for the business.Stanley
Johnson, Executive Director of AGS Transact
Technologies was quoted as saying in the ET report that
the interchange rate was last increased two years
ago."We have been reaching out to the RBI, and it
seems they are supportive of our request. CATMI has
proposed raising the fee to Rs 21, while some other
ATM manufacturers have suggested Rs 23" he
said.The previous hike took several years, but it seems
like everyone is aligned now, and it's only a matter of
time before the fee increase is approved," Johnson
added.In 2021, the interchange fee on ATM
transactions was raised fromRs 15toRs 17.

What is interchange fee on ATM transactions?

This fee is the charge paid by the bank issuing the card
(issuer) to the bank where the card is used to withdraw
cash (acquirer). Additionally, the cap on the fee that can
be charged to customers was increased from Rs 20 to
Rs 21 per transaction.

Sensex, Nifty open at record
highs as IT stocks surge

NEW DELHI Benchmark stock market indices opened
at record highs on Thursday, driven by gains in
information technology (IT) stocks and positive
sentiment following a favourable US inflation report,
which boosted expectations of a Federal Reserve rate
cut.

As of 10:08 am, the S&P BSE Sensex rose 213.45 points
to 76,820.02, while the NSE Nifty50 climbed 51.40
points to 23,374.35. Both indices advanced about 0.7%
at the open, reaching new record levels.The broader
market indices also opened the trading session on a
positive note. IT firms, which derive a significant
portion of their revenue from the US, saw a 1.1%
increase.The top gainers on the Nifty50 were Divi’s
Laboratories, HDFC Life, Shriram Finance, LTIM and
Hindalco. On the other hand, the top losers were Tata
Consumer Products, HUL, Britannia, Eicher Motors
and Cipla.It may be noted that the Nifty 50 has reached
all-time highs three times in four sessions this week,
driven by policy continuity ensured by Lok Sabha
election results and the RBI’s raised economic growth
forecast.Additionally, data revealed that India's retail
inflation slightly eased in May, aided by a drop in fuel
prices, though food inflation rose year-on-year.
Economists expect the central bank to maintain rates
until the October-December quarter.Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services, said, "There is good news on the
inflation front, both in the US and in India. In US May
CPI inflation has declined slightly less-than-expected
to 3.3% with MoM inflation remaining flat. However
the economy continues to remain strong and there are
no clear signs of labour market loosening.”

“Therefore, the Fed chief Jerome Powell has kept rates
unchanged and has hinted at only 1 rate cut in 2024 and
possibly 4 rate cuts in 2025. In India May CPI inflation
has declined to 4.75% and core inflation has come at
only 3.1%. This paves the way for a rate cut by the MPC
in October,” he noted.

Gold, silver price: Precious
metals witness dip on MCX

New Delhi Both gold and silver prices recorded a dip on
the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Thursday,
June 13, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on August 5,
2024, stood at Rs 71,420 per 10 grams on the MCX,
after recording a marginal dip of Rs 550 or 0.76 per
cent. The previous close was recorded at Rs 71,970.

Similarly, silver futures, maturing on July 5, 2024,
witnessed a downfall of Rs 2,011 or 2.22 per cent and
were retailing at Rs 88,434 per kg on the MCX against
the previous close of Rs 90,445.The gold and silver
prices in India depend on several factors, including the
value of the rupee against the dollar. Global demand
also plays a key role in determining the trends observed
in the rate of precious metals.

India will require $215 bn to
reach target of 500 GW
renewable energy by '30

NEW DELHI.India will require $190 billion-$215
billion of investment over the next seven years to
achieve the target of 500 gigawatts (GW) of renewable
energy capacity by 2030, according to Moody’s report.

The country will need another $150 billion-$170 billion
of investment will be required for electricity
transmission and distribution as well as energy storage.

“The sizeable pipeline of announced projects will keep
the financial leverage of renewable power companies
rated by Moody’s high over the next two-three years —a
credit negative — but the leverage of government-
related issuers will remain moderate over the same
period, given their relatively strong balance sheets,”
said Abhishek Tyagi, Moody’s Vice President and
Senior Credit Officer.He also highlighted the strong
growth in the country’s renewable energy capacity to
continue but coal will remain a major source of
electricity generation over the next 8-10 years.

As per Moody’s Ratings (Moody’s), India’s
infrastructure companies will be spending on energy
transition to meet demand resulting from the country’s
relatively strong economic growth. However,
government policies and stable regulatory frameworks
will support credit quality. It mentioned that the country
needs to continue the policy support to help the country
make significant progress toward its 2030 transition
targets and 2070 net-zero goals.

“Strong policy support has helped India increase the
share of renewable energy in its power capacity mix to
around 43% in fiscal 2023, which ended March 2023,
and fiscal 2024. Continued policy support will help the
country make significant progress toward its 2030
transition targets and 2070 net-zero goals,” reads the
report.

Mondelez and Lotus team up to

New Delhi. Mondelez has partnered with
Lotus Bakeries, the Belgian biscuit
maker, to bring its flagship brand Biscoff
to India. The snacking giant will sell and
market the famous Biscoff brand in the
country.Under the licence agreement,
Mondelez will get royalties for the sale of
Biscoff. The product is expected to hit the
market in the second half of next
year.This will allow the country's largest
chocolate manufacturer to expand its
range into the premium cookie segment
within the Rs 45,000 crore biscuit market,
currently dominated by Britannia, Parle,
and ITC."It is a partnership where both
found merit and value in each other. From
Biscoff's perspective, it is an entry to
India, using the strength of Mondelez's
manufacturing, distribution and branding
and for us, we have a great product in the
end," said Samir Jain, president of
Mondelez India.Lotus, a Belgian brand
established in 1932, gained global
recognition when its iconic Speculoos
biscuit was rebranded in 1986 as Lotus

Biscoff, a blend of "biscuit" and
"coffee".The popularity of their spiced
caramelised Biscoff has led to a threefold
increase in sales over the last decade,
making it one of the top five biscuit
brands worldwide.While Lotus has
already made inroads into the Indian
market, the company sees ample
opportunities to expand further in this
vast market with its extensive network of
millions of stores."To successfully
operate here, an extensive distribution
network, a strong local presence,
effective merchandising, and an
appropriate pricing strategy are key. And
we believe that now is the right time to
further accelerate Biscoff in this growing
market," said Jan Boone, CEO, Lotus
Bakeries."l am therefore confident that
Mondelez International, with its strong
commercial expertise, market-specific
knowledge and its local presence, is the
ideal partner to fulfil our ambition to
make Biscoff a big success in India," she
added.Currently, Biscoff is mostly

imported into India and is priced at a
premium, which is expected to decrease
once Mondelez begins local
manufacturing."Once we start
manufacturing in India, the import duty,
which is substantial, goes away. So, the
pricing will come down significantly,"
Jain told The Economic Times.Globally,
Mondelez gets about 70% of its sales
from non-chocolate products like
biscuits, gums, candies, and
beverages.However, in India, chocolates
constitute a major portion of its sales.
Over the past decade, Mondelez has
diversified into various categories such as

bring Biscoft to Indian market

cakes and breakfast cereals as part of its
strategy to become a prominent snacking
firm.Biscuits alone represent a market
nearly twice the size of chocolate and
confectionery, indicating a growth
opportunity in the cookies
segment."With Oreo, we have
demonstrated that we can build a
premium portfolio in this country,
despite many players being there. We
were late entrants in the category but with
understanding of the consumer with a
great product, proven distribution
strength on the ground, we were able to
get a successful business out of Oreo,"
said Jain.India ranks as the third-largest
market for Oreo biscuits, following the
US and China. Cadbury Dairy Milk holds
the highest market share for the US
snacking firm in India.Last year,
Mondelez announced a Rs 4,000 crore
investment in India over four years,
primarily for manufacturing and supply
chain enhancement to meet rising
demand.

[TR filing: Why Form 26AS is important and how to access it

NEW DELHI With the income tax
filing deadline for FY2023-24
(AY2024-25) approaching on July 31,
2024, taxpayers are rushing to gather
essential documents, including receipts
for insurance premiums, investment
evidence, and spending
invoices.Among these, Form 26AS is
crucial. This document not only shows
the dates and amounts of taxes you've
paid in advance but also compiles all
your financial activities.

Form 26AS has been prepared for
financial years starting from 2005-06.
When filing your income tax return
(ITR), ensure that the details you input
match the information provided in
Form 26AS.Any discrepancies will
result in an error when submitting your
tax return on the income tax site.

Why is Form 26AS important?

Form 26AS, also known as the Annual
Tax Statement, is divided into three
parts: Parts A, B, and C.Part A:
Displays the tax deducted at the source
(TDS) by each individual or entity

Explained: Why Pay!

New Delhi  Shares of One 97
Communications Ltd, the parent
company of Paytm, gained 7% in early
trade on Thursday on the back of a
partnership with Samsung.

The fintech firm announced the
partnership with Samsung in its
exchange filing. Samsung has
introduced ticket booking services for
flights, buses, movies, and events on
Samsung Wallet.

"Samsung, India’s largest consumer
electronics brand, today launched
flight, bus, movies and events ticket
bookings on Samsung Wallet, in
partnership with One 97
Communications Limited that owns
the Paytm brand, India’s leading
payments and financial services
distribution company. The partnership
aims to enhance consumers’
convenience by offering a seamless,
integrated booking experience directly
through the Samsung Wallet,
facilitating access to a wide range of
services through Paytm," said the
exchange filing.The partnership aims
to improve consumer convenience by
providing an easy and unified booking
experience via Samsung Wallet,
allowing access to various Paytm
services.After the partnership was

(deductor) that made a payment to you.
This section includes the deductor's
name and TAN, the section under
which the deduction was made (e.g.,
section 192 for salary), the payment

date, the amount paid/credited, and the
tax deducted and deposited.Part B:
Shows information about tax collected
at source (TCS) by vendors when
selling certain products to you. It
includes the vendor's details and the tax
collected, similarto PartA.

Part C: Provides details of income tax

directly paid by you, such as advance
tax and self-assessment tax, along with

announced, Paytm shares touched a
high of Rs 438.95, with the market
capitalisation surpassing Rs 27,000
crore.Paytm shares have rebounded
more than 20% over the past week. The
recent surge is largely due to a change
in the circuit filter NSE adjusted the
circuit filter for One 97

Communication from 5% to 10% on

June 6. Previously, the company's
circuit filter was 20% until January 31,
2024, but a series of lower circuits and
increasing volatility caused it to be
lowered to 5%.

Paytm announced that the Insurance

Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) has
approved the withdrawal of its
application to register its associate

the challan details through which the

tax was deposited.Form 26AS is

essential for accurate tax filing,

ensuring that all your tax payments and

deductions are correctly reported and
reconciled with the income tax
department.

How to Download Form 26AS

Steps to download from the Income

Tax Website: Visit the website: Go to
incometaxindiaefiling.gov.in and
log in using your income tax
department credentials.avigate to
Form 26AS: Under 'My Account,’
select 'View Form 26AS' from the
drop-down menu.

Confirm redirection: Click 'Confirm'
to be redirected to the TRACES
website.

Proceed on TRACES: On the TRACES
website, select the box on the screen
and click 'Proceed.' Then, click 'View
Tax Credit (Form 26AS)'".

Choose Assessment Year and Format:
Select the assessment year and the
desired format (HTML for online
viewing, PDF for download).

m shares jumped 7% in early trade

company as a general insurance
company in a separate exchange filing
on Wednesday.Instead, Paytm will now
concentrate on distributing insurance
products rather than manufacturing
them.Previously, Paytm shares saw
selling pressure following a regulatory
ban imposed by the RBI on Paytm

Payments Bank (PPBL) in January
2024. The stock
plummeted over 50%
from that time and is still
57% below its 52-week
high of Rs 998.30,
reached on October 10,
2023.

Macquarie has maintained
an 'underperform' rating
for Paytm, with a target
price of Rs 275,
predicting a further 25%
decline as they foresee a
challenging March 2024 quarter,
followed by an even tougher June 2024
quarter for the company.

Motilal has also revised its earnings
estimates, projecting that Paytm will
reach Ebitda breakeven in FY26. They
value Paytm at Rs 400, based on 15
times FY28E Ebitda and a 15%
discount rate to FY26E, giving the
stock a 'neutral' rating.

Ixigo IPO: Step-hy-step guide
to check allotment status

NEW DELHI The initial public offering (IPO) of
Ixigo (Le Travenues Technology Ltd)
concluded on Wednesday, after having received
a bumper subscription as it garnered massive
interest from investors.The Ixigo IPO saw an
overall subscription of 98.10 times. The public
issue was subscribed 53.95 times in the retail
section, while the Qualified Institutional Buyers
(QIB) category was subscribed 106.73 times.

The Non-Institutional Investors (NII) lead the
Eublic issue with a subscription of 110.25 times

y June 12,2024 (Day 3).The Ixigo IPO offered
43,769,494 shares at a price band of Rs 88 to Rs
93 per share but received bids for

4,29,36,59,734 shares at the end of the final day

of subscription.Investors who have bid for the
Ixigo IPO can check their allotment status
online. They can log in to either the BSE website
or the website of Link Intime India Private Ltd,
the registrar for the issue.Steps to check
allotment through the BSE website:

Go to the BSE website by clicking here.

Click on 'Equity".

Choose 'Le Travenues Technology Ltd' from the
list.Put in your apl}:lication number and PAN
card ID.Confirm that you're not a robot and
submit.Steps to check allotment through Link
Intime India Private LtdVisit the Link Intime
India Private Ltd website.

Select 'Le Travenues Technology Ltd".Choose the
Application Number/Demat Account/PAN
option and enter the details.

Enter the Captcha.
Click on the 'SUBMIT' option.
Ixigo IPO latest GMP

The IPO's grey market premium (GMP) stands at
Rs36asoflune 12,2024, at09:25 AM.

Based on the upper price band of Rs 93 per share,
the estimateé) {)isting price is projecte({) to be Rs
129, indicating a potential gain of 38.71% per
share.Ixigo IPO detailsThe Ixigo IPO is a book
built issue and includes a fresh issue of 1.29
crore shares worth Rs 120 crore, as well as an
offer for sale of 6.67 crore shares, totalling Rs
620.10 crore.The company raised Rs 333 crore
from anchor investors, including Nomura,
Morgan Stanley, 3P India Equity Fund, HDFC
Mutual Fund, Motilal Oswal Mutual Fund, the
Government of Singapore, and Tata Investment
Corporation ahead of its [PO.Axis Capital
Limited,

Retail inflation moderates to 12-
month low of 4.75% in May

Retail inflation was
recorded at 4.31%

in May 2023 as food A

prices rose less
than 3%.

NEW DELHI. Consumer price inflation
slightly decreased from 4.83% in April
to a one-year low 0f4.75% in May, as per
the government data. However, food
price inflation remained steady at 8.7%,
with urban households experiencing a
higher spike of 8.83% in food prices.

Retail inflation was recorded at 4.31% in
May 2023 as food prices rose less than
3%. In May, the Consumer Price Index

(CPI) increased by 0.5% on a month-on- There was a noticeable disparity in the
month basis, while the food price index
saw a rise of 0.73% from the levels

recorded in April.

gl

inflation trends between urban and rural
consumers for the third consecutive
month. In May, rural households

experienced a 5.3% increase in prices,
while urban consumers saw a retail
inflation rate of 4.15%, slightly up from
4.14% in March and 4.11% in April. The

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) forecasts
that retail inflation will average 4.5%
for this year, with an expected average
0f4.9% for the April to June quarter.

In May, price pressures persisted for most
food items, with notable increases in
vegetable prices by 27.3%, cereals by
8.7%, eggs by 7.6%, fruits by 6.7%, and
pulses by 17.14%, marking a year of
over 10% inflation. Meat and fish prices
rose by 7.3% in May, slightly lower
than the 8.2% increase in April. Edible
oil prices decreased by 6.7% compared
to last year, a milder decline than the
9.4% dip seen in April.“Daily retail
food prices indicate upward pressure in
the first two weeks of June 2024.
Continued pick-up in vegetable prices
(M-0-M), pulses and cereals, reflecting
impact of heatwave conditions. Core
inflation is expected to remain subdued
in June. Food prices are expected to
ease as the monsoon season progresses.
The outlook for inflation remains
favourable with monsoon supported by
development of La Nina conditions,”

Gaura Sen Gupta; Chief Economist,

IDFC FIRST Bank Economics Research

said.
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NEET UG 2024 Results: Centre Scraps Grace
Marks For 1,563 Candidates; Re-Test On June 23

The Centre
informed Supreme
Court of its decision
which comes in
response to
allegations of unfair
means used during
the examination

Process.

New Delhi: The Centre on Thursday
informed the Supreme Court that it has
decided to invalidate the scorecards of
1,563 NEET-UG 2024 candidates who
were given grace marks. This decision

Who Is Pavithra Gowda,
Arrested In Murder Case
With Kannada Star
Darshan

New Dellhi: Kannada actor Darshan Thoogudeepa was
arrested on Wednesday in connection with the murder
of a man whose body was found in Bengaluru. The
actor's co-star and girlfriend Pavithra Gowda has also
been arrested as one of the key accused in the case.

Who is Pavithra Gowda?

Pavithra Gowda is a Kannada actor who has worked in
both films and television. She has starred in Chatrigalu
Saar Chatrigalu, Agamya and Preethi Kithabu.She
made her debut in films in 2016, with the movie 54321.

She is also a model and artist, according to her Instagram
bio.Ms Gowda also dabbles in fashion designing and
runs a boutique named Red Carpet Studio 777,
specialising in traditional sarees and outfits.

The actor caused a stir on social media earlier this year

when she shared a video on Instagram showing pictures
of herself and Darshan, celebrating what she described
as "10 years of our relationship." Darshan has been
married to Vijaya Lakshmi for over 20 years.The body
of Renuka Swamy, 33, a resident of Chitradurga, was
found in a drain at the Sumanahalli Bridge in
Bengaluru. A food delivery agent who noticed dogs
gnawing at a body called the police.According to police
sources, Renuka Swamy had posted offensive
comments on Pavithra's social media account, accusing
her of causing a rift between Darshan and his wife. He
allegedly used "objectionable language" and harassed
her. These interactions are being considered as potential
reasons for the murder.

3 states seek shrinking of
eco-sensitive areas in
Western Ghats

New Delhi:Karnataka, Maharashtra and Goa, three of the
six states where the Centre has proposed eco-sensitive
areas (ESA) to protect the Western Ghats, have sought a
reduction in the extent of these ESAs to allow
development works.The states flagged the need for
rationalisation of these ESAs, spread over 56,825 sq km
in the Ghats in their discussions with an expert panel
appointed by the Centre to finalise a draft notification.
The current draft is in the fifth iteration, with its first
version issued in March 2014. And with a consensus
elusive so far, the latest draft notification, published in
July 2022, is set to expire, too.Sources said the expert
committee will submit its report to the Environment
Ministry by September despite a June-end deadline.
While the panel will consider the states” demands, it will
stick to the principles of ecological protection and
follow auniform approach, they said.

comes in response to allegations of unfair
means during the examination process. The
Centre also said that an option will be given
to only these students to take re-test on June
23. For candidates opting out of the re-
examination, results will be recalculated
based on their original scores without grace
marks.The results will be declared prior to
June 30 so that counselling which is set to
begin on July 6 stays unaffected.

Talking to news agency ANI, advocate
Shwetank said, "We filed PIL regarding the
NEET Exam issue and our main issue was
regarding the paper leak and other
malpractices by the NTA. The Court has
directed that a re-examination will be
conducted on 23rd June."Declaring
dissatisfaction with the SC’s decision, CEO
of Physics Wallah, Alakh Pandey, who is a
key petitioner in the matter, said that this
marks the first step towards justice, as today
the NTA admitted to the Supreme Court that
awarding grace marks to students was a

mistake.

NTA agreed in front of the SC that the grace ‘-
marks they awarded were wrong. The w
question is if NTA has other discrepancies =
that we are unaware of. So, there is a trust
issue with NTA. The issue of paper leak is
open and hearing on that will continue,"
reported ANI quoting Pandey.

The Centre explained how they handled the
problem. They convened a committee on
June 10th, 11th, and 12th to look into the
accusations.

After reviewing the committee's suggestions,
they decided to cancel the scores of the
students involved and arrange for them to
retake the exam.

In another development, the Supreme Court
reiterated that it will not stay the
counselling of NEET-UG, 2024. Reported
ANI quoting the apex court that, [
“Counselling will go on and we will not
stop it. If the exam goes then everything
goes in totality so nothing to fear.”

Delhi Zoo To Boost Surveillance After
Violent Conflict Be’rween Animals

New Delhi:
have announced plans to add more
CCTV cameras to animal
enclosures following a recent bout
of aggression between two male
chinkaras that led to the death of
one of them.The fierce fight
between two male chinkaras
occurred on June 1.Delhi Zoo
Director Sanjeet Kumar explained
that such conflicts among animals
are not uncommon.

For dominance, males often engage in
fights both in the wild and in zoo
conditions. Unfortunately, in this
case, the fight led to severe injuries.
The affected male suffered from an
intestinal injury and was rushed to
the hospital, but it succumbed to
injuries during treatment," he

Delhi Zoo, authorities pa

said.The surviving chinkara, which
sustained minor injuries, has been
kept in an enclosure with other

animals, including one born last
month.After this incident, several
measures have been taken to enhance
animal safety and monitoring,
Kumar said, adding, "We are also
working to reduce our response time
through advanced technology and

optimal use of manpower

We are planning to increase the

number of CCTV cameras and
expand coverage in animal areas to
ensure quicker information relay
during emergencies," he told Press
Trust of India.The Delhi Zoo
director also said, "We cannot
change their core behaviour, but we
strive to prevent such incidents
from escalating. Unfortunately,
sometimes these fights can result in
severe outcomes."The Delhi Zoo
authorities have said that for them,
diseases that can endanger the entire
species have always been a major
threat.Following the death of the
chinkara, the Delhi Zoo now has
eight chinkaras, three of which are
males.

BS Yediyurappa will be arrested in Pocso
case if needed: Karnataka Minister

New Delhi: Karnataka Home Minister G
Parameshwara said on Thursday that
senior BJP leader BS Yediyurappa will
be arrested in the POCSO case if need
be, adding that the state's Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) will decide on it.A
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offenses (POCSO) case
was filed against the former
chief minister, alleging that he
molested a 17-year-old girl.

Meanwhile, fearing arrest,
Yediyurappa filed an
anticipatory bail plea in the
Karnataka High Court. The
court has listed the matter to be
heard tomorrow.

On Wednesday, the CID summoned
Yediyurappa to appear before
questioning in connection with the
sexual harassment case.Yediyurappa

replied to the CID's notice, stating that
he would be appearing for questioning
on June 17, citing his presence in
Delhi.

The girl's mother registered a complaint

against Yediyurappa at Sadashivanagar
police station on March 14. On the
basis of the complaint, the police
charged the senior BJP leader under the
POCSO Act and IPC Section 354A
(sexual harassment).The mother

alleged that the incident happened on

February 2 this year, when they visited

the senior BJP leader to seek help in a

cheating case.However, Yediyurappa

has rejected the allegations, and called
them "baseless".The octogenarian
BJP leader served as Karnataka's
Chief Minister several times,
between 2008 and 2011, briefly in
May 2018, and again from 2019 to
2021.

He tendered his resignation in 2021
after weeks of speculaon and
uncertainty.S Yediyurappa was
succeeded by the BJP's Basavaraj
Somappa Bommai, who became the
23rd Chief Minister of Karnataka.

Bommai served in the position from
July 2021 to May 2023. The BJP has
announced Bommai as its candidate
from Haveri constituency for the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

On Armed Forces table:

Let double the
Agniveers stay back,
train them longer

NEW DELHI: The Armed Forces are discussing

possible tweaks to the Agnipath scheme for
military recruitment including changes in the
retention percentage of Agniveers from the current
25 per cent and increase in their training period.

This follows feedback from the three services — a

survey was conducted recently — that flagged
certain issues with the scheme, The Indian Express
has learnt.These changes, however, are not yet
formal recommendations to the government. These
are proposals that are still being discussed by the
Armed Forces.One of the changes to the scheme
being discussed within the Army is increasing the
retention percentage from the current 25 per cent to
60-70 per cent for regular troops and nearly 75 per
cent for technical and specialist soldiers, including
Special Forces.

The feedback collated by the Army has indicated lack

of cohesiveness and camaraderie among the
Agniveers and a tendency to compete, and not
collaborate, to get absorbed, leading to lack of trust
between the Agniveers.“This is not a desirable
quality in the Armed Forces and increasing the
retention percentage is aimed at addressing it,” an
official said, adding that discussions are also
underway to retain at least 50 per cent of Agniveers
in the other services.The aim, the official said, is to
increase bonding and willingness to carry each
other along than compete. “The larger interest of
the organisation is to have soldiers with good
camaraderie and regimental spirit to fight
together,” the official said.

In the Army, the training period for soldiers before

the announcement of the Agnipath scheme was
between 37 and 42 weeks.The reduction of this
training period to 24 weeks for Agniveers has been
adversely impacting their overall training,
according to the feedback received by the Army.

The Army is discussing that the training duration for

Agniveers be increased to what it was originally for
soldiers, while increasing the overall service
period to around seven years from the current four
years, so that gratuity and ex-servicemen (ESM)
status could be granted to them.The move, if
implemented, will also make Agniveers eligible for
benefits applicable to ESM and the entire period of
seven years of service as Agniveers will then likely
be counted as part of pensionable service for those
getting permanently retained in the force.Other
suggestions include lateral absorption of graduates
as technical personnel.“Technology-intensive
services need more senior technical personnel and
Agnipath, as the only route for admitting them,
may fall short of meeting the number of senior
technical personnel,” an official said, adding that
several senior posts for them will otherwise fall
vacant by 2035.

Telangana Snooping Chargesheet: 1,200
Phones Tapped, No BRS Leader Named

Odisha CM’s First
Cabinet Meeting: CM

Thursday morning. The state’s BJP
government also established a corpus
fund for the immediate needs of the
12th-century shrine. CM Manjhi, along

next state budget, we will allot a corpus
fund of Rs 500 crores for temple

management."

During the meeting at the state secretariat

have access to the temple through all
four gates,” reported PTI. Odisha CM
further said that the devotees were
facing problems due to the closure of

Manjhi, along with Puri
MP Sambit Patra
visited the Jagannatha
Temple after the
administration opened
all four gates and
attended the famous
Mangal Aarati.

with Puri MP Sambit Patra
and other MLAs, visited |
the Jagannatha Temple on &
Thursday after the .
administration opened all
four gates and attended the
famous Mangal Aarati.
Talking to news agency ANI
after the visit, the CM said,
"We had proposed to open ¢
all four gates of Jagannath .
Temple in yesterday's L.
cabinet meeting. The
proposal was passed, and |
today at 6:30 am, I, along
with my MLAs and Puri
MP attended the 'Mangala aarti'. For the
development of the Jagannath Temple
and other works, we have proposed a
fund in the cabinet. When we present the

The panel, headed by Sanjay Kumar, former Director
General of Forests, and comprising members from the
Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, and the Indian
Institute of Remote Sensing, was appointed in July
2022.1t has since held multiple meetings with officials
from the six Western Ghat states — Gujarat,
Mabharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu
— besides seeking inputs from Geological Survey of
India, National Institute of Hydrology, Forest Survey of
India and Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology.

During the meetings, sources said, Karnataka, where an
area of 20,668 sq km was proposed as ESA, maintained
its opposition to the K Kasturirangan panel report,
which formed the basis for the original draft, saying the
livelihood of people in the region would be hit. The
Kasturirangan panel had identified 37 percent of the
Ghats as ecologically sensitive and recommended
prohibition or regulation of certain activities.Goa, on
the other hand, demanded reduction of the 1,461 sq km
earmarked as ESAs in the state by nearly 370 sq km.
Johnson Fernandes, Director, Dept.

gates, thus the BJP has
fulfilled one of its poll
promises as stated in the
election manifesto
regarding the opening of
all four gates. The
previous BID
administration ket the
four gates of the temple
closed since the COVID-
19 pandemic, allowing
devotees to enter through
only one gate. There were
demands for opening all
gates.
Majhi stated that in order to
conserve and preserve the temple, the
Cabinet decided to establish a corpus
fund of Rs 500 crore to address the
shrine's issues.

New Delhi: A day after Odisha’s new
Chief Minister Mohan Charan Manjhi
took over the office, he chaired its first
Cabinet meeting and approved a
proposal to re-open all four gates of
Shree Jagannath Temple in Puri on early

Lok Seva Bhawan, Manjhi said, “The
state government decided to re-open all
four gates of the Puri Jagannath temple
in the early morning tomorrow in the
presence of all ministers. Devotees will
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Armed US woman detained
after standoff at FBI building
in Seattle

Seattle, US A woman armed with a handgun was taken
into custody after an hour-long standoff at the FBI
building in Seattle on Wednesday, authorities said.

The woman walked into a publicly accessible area where
people have to wait to be buzzed into the lobby,
according to FBI spokesperson Steve Bernd."She
pointed the gun at herself', the Seattle Police
Department said in an emailed statement. A hostage
negotiation team eventually persuaded her to lay the gun
at her feet and surrender.No hostages were taken and no
one was hurt, authorities sid. The woman’s identity was
not immediately revealed."We are continuing to
investigate her motives, and no charging decisions have
beenmade yet", the FBI said in an emailed statement.

The FBI has reported an uptick in the number of threats
against bureau personnel and facilities in the last few
years. A man armed with an AR-15 rifle and a nail gun
tried to breach the FBI’s Cincinnati field office in 2022
and was Kkilled hours later after a standoff with
authorities.And in August, a man rammed a barricade at
an FBI office in Atlanta and then tried to follow an FBI
employee into the secure parking lot on foot.

Kuwait building fire tragedy
claims life of 33-year-old
Kollam native

KOLLAM: A devastating fire in the southern Mangaf
district of Kuwait claimed the life of Umarudheen
Shameer, a 33-year-old native of Kollam, along with
48 others, mostly Indians.The blaze, which occurred
on Wednesday, left dozens more injured. Shameer,
hailing from Sooranad North, had been working in
Kuwait for the past seven years.

Relatives were informed of the tragedy around noon on
Wednesday. According to family sources, the bodies
have been moved to a local government hospital. It is
suspected that Shameer died while attempting to jump
from the building in a panic. The repatriation of his
body is expected to take several days. Shameer had
returned to Kuwait only nine months ago after a period
of leave.Meanwhile, relatives and friends have been in
constant communication with the Kuwait embassy.

"We got a call around noon informing us about his death.
From the photo we received, it is suspected that he
jumped off the building. It was said that the entire
building was filled with smoke following the fire
outbreak. Another resident of Sooranad who worked
with Shameer fractured his leg and has been admitted
to ahospital," said Safedu Oyyur, Shameer's cousin.

"We are in constant touch with the Embassy and
Members of Parliament. As of now, we are not getting
clear information on when the body will be repatriated.
The official told us that it was not a simple death case
but a major incident. Because of this, more time will be
required to complete the procedures before
repatriation of the body," Safedu added.Shameer was
employed as a driver in Kuwait. He was the son of
Umarudheen and Sheebna and had one younger
brother, Nijaz, who is in class 8. His father, known
locally as Raju Mesthiri and has been working as a
contractor of home construction. Shameer was
married to Surumi, a PSC aspirant. The family had
previously resided in Oyoor village for 15 years before
moving to Sooranad North Village.

US sheriff deputies
responding to distress call
shot at, suspect wounded

Dixon, US,. Three sheriff’s deputies were shot on
Wednesday while responding to a northern Illinois
home, and the suspect was also wounded, authorities
said.Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle said the
deputies were responding to a report that someone
inside the home in the Lost Lake community near
Dixon was threatening to kill themselves or others. He

said the suspect was also shot. He did not provide any
information about the suspect, including name, age or
where the person lives.VanVickle said a family
member called police shortly after 8:30 am to report the
threats from someone at the home. He said negotiators
tried to reach the person by phone and decided to go
inside shortly before noon.Immediately upon entering
the house, our deputies received fire from inside the
house", he said.

VanVickle initially tried to walk away from reporters
after giving a statement without more details, but
responded to shouted questions by saying everyone
injured "is in good condition".A spokesperson at
Katherine Shaw Bethea Hospital in Dixon said three
people were taken to the hospital’s emergency
department, two of whom were treated and released.
The spokesperson did not release the condition of the
third person.
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US says Hamas seeks changes to Gaza
ceasefire plan, terror group denies

Doha/Geneva/Cairo, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday
that Hamas had proposed numerous
changes, some unworkable, to a US-
backed proposal for a ceasefire with
Israel in Gaza, but that mediators were
determined to close the gaps.Senior
Hamas official Osama Hamdan denied
that the Palestinian Islamist group had put
forward new ideas. Speaking to pan-Arab
Al-Araby TV, he reiterated Hamas' stance
that it was Israel that was rejecting
proposals and accused the US
administration of going along with its
close ally.White House National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said many of
Hamas' proposed changes were minor
"and not unanticipated" while others
differed more substantially from what
was outlined in a UN Security Council
resolution on Monday backing the plan
put forward by US President Joe
Biden."Our aim is to bring this process to
a conclusion. Our view is that the time for
haggling is over," Sullivan told
reporters.Hamas also wants written
guarantees from the US on the ceasefire

plan, two Egyptian security sources told
Reuters.Late on Wednesday, Hamas
issued a statement stressing its
"positivity" in the negotiations and urging
the US to pressure Israel to accept an
agreement leading to a permanent
ceasefire in Gaza as well as full
withdrawal from the enclave,
reconstruction and release of Palestinian
prisoners.The Palestinian group said that
while US officials have said Israel has
accepted a ceasefire proposal outlined by
Biden on May 31, "we have not heard any
Israeli official confirm this acceptance."”

Biden's proposal envisages a truce and a
phased release of Israeli hostages in Gaza
in exchange for Palestinians jailed in
Israel, ultimately leading to a permanent
end to the war.At a press conference with
Qatar's prime minister in Doha, Blinken
said some of the counter-proposals from
Hamas, which has ruled Gaza since 2007,
had sought to amend terms that it had
accepted in previous talks.

MONTHS OFTALKS

Negotiators from the U.S., Egypt and Qatar
have tried for months to mediate a

ceasefire in the conflict - which has killed
tens of thousands of Palestinians and
devastated the heavily populated enclave
- and free the hostages, more than 100 of
whom are believed to remain captive in
Gaza."Hamas could have answered with
a single word: Yes," Blinken said.
"Instead, Hamas waited nearly two weeks
and then proposed more changes, a
number of which go beyond positions
that it had previously taken and
accepted."In its late Wednesday
statement, Hamas said it had expressed its
readiness to cooperate while Israel did not.
Blinken's stance was "a continuation of
the American policy complicit in the

brutal genocide against our Palestinian
people." The group said the U.S. was
providing political and military cover
for Israel to press ahead with its assault
on Gaza.The U.S. has said Israel has
accepted its proposal, but Israel has not
publicly stated this. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly
said Israel will not commit to ending its
campaign before Hamas is eliminated.
Major powers are intensifying efforts to
defuse the conflict in part to prevent it
spiralling into a wider Middle East war,
with a dangerous flashpoint being the
escalating hostilities along the Lebanese-
Israeli border. The fighting in Gaza began
on Oct. 7 when militants led by Hamas
burst across the border and killed 1,200
Israelis and took more than 250 hostage,
according to Israeli tallies.

Israel's air and ground war since then has

killed more than 37,000 Palestinians,
according to Gaza's health ministry,
displaced most of Gaza's population of
2.3 million and devastated housing and
infrastructure.The head of the World
Health Organization said.

Donald Trump's lawyers urges judge to
lift gag order in hush money case

Donald Trump's lawyers urged the
judge who oversaw his hush money
trial to lift a gag order now that he has
been convicted, arguing his
opponents were using the restrictions
on the former US president's speech
as a "political sword."In a court filing
earlier this week, defense lawyers
Todd Blanche and Emil Bove noted
that Democratic President Joe
Biden's campaign had referred to
Trump, the Republican candidate, as
a "convicted felon" in a May 30
statement.They said the order might
limit Trump's ability to respond to
attacks from Biden during their June 27
presidential debate - though the order
only restricts Trump's public
statements about jurors, witnesses and
other individuals involved in the court
proceedings, and does not prevent him
from criticizing the case in
general President Trump's opponents
and adversaries are using the Gag
Order as a political sword to attack

r

President Trump with reference to this
case, on the understanding that his
ability to mount a detailed response is
severely restricted," Bove and Blanche
wrote.A Manhattan jury on May 30
found Trump, 77, guilty on 34 counts
of falsifying business records to cover
up his former lawyer Michael Cohen's
$130,000 payment to porn star Stormy
Daniels for her silence before the 2016
election about a sexual encounter she
says they had a decade earlier. It was
the first-ever criminal trial of a US

president, past or present. Trump
denies having sex with Daniels
and has vowed to appeal the
verdict after his July 11
sentencing.Before the trial began
in April, Justice issued the order
after prosecutors argued Trump's
history of making threatening
statements showed he could
derail proceedings.
During the trial, Merchan for each
of 10 violations of the gag order.
Those included a social media post in
which he called Cohen a "serial liar"
and an interview in which he said, "that
jury was picked so fast - 95%
Democrats."Prosecutors in a one-page
letter last week urged the judge to keep
the gag order in place at least through
his sentencing, arguing he was still
obligated to "protect the integrity of
these proceedings." They are expected
to follow-up with a more complete
filing in the coming weeks.

In initial win for Argentine President Milei, senators
approve his key bills after violent protests

BUENOS AIRES (Argentina).
Argentina’s Senate narrowly approved
key state overhaul and tax bills
proposed by President Javier Miliei,
delivering an initial legislative victory
to the libertarian leader in his efforts to
enact his promises of radical change.

Senators voted 37 to 36 late Wednesday
to give their overall approval to the
overhaul bill after 11 hours of heated
debate while protesters — urging
lawmakers to reject Milei's harsh
austerity plan — clashed with police
outside Congress. The Senators still
must approve individual measures in
an article-by-article vote set to stretch
throughout the night.

In a reflection of the fierce backlash to
the legislation and deep polarization
gripping Argentina's Congress, Vice
President and head of the Senate
Victoria Villarruel cast the tiebreaking
vote in favor of Milei's agenda.The
legislation delegates broad powers to
the president in energy, pensions,
security and other areas and includes
several measures seen as controversial,
including a generous incentive scheme

for foreign investors, tax amnesty for
those with undeclared assets and plans
to privatize some of Argentina's state-
owned firms.If the Senate approves the
articles with modifications, the lower
house still has to okay them before
Milei can claim his first legislative win
since entering office last December.

As Senators pored over the bills,
protesters in downtown Buenos Aires
hurled sticks, stones and Molotov
cocktails at police who sprayed water
cannons, pepper spray and tear gas to
disperse the huge crowds.
Demonstrators poured gasoline on two
cars and set them alight, turning the
central square into a smoke-filled
battlefield. Authorities reported least
20 police officers injured and more
than a dozen protesters arrested over
the violence.Milei rose to power on
promises he would resolve Argentina’s
worst economic crisis in two decades.
But his political party of relative
novices holds just a tiny minority of
seats in Congress and he has struggled
to strike deals with the opposition.We
have the weakest president we’ve ever

seen who is trying to pass the biggest
bill we’ve ever seen,” said Ana
Iparraguirre, an Argentina-based
analyst at Washington strategy firm
GBAO. “That’s the contradiction.”

Senators approved two bills late
Wednesday, a tax package and a 238-
article state reform bill that passed the
lower house of Congress in late April.
Months of negotiations watered down
the initial far-ranging proposal, which
had over 600 articles.Unlike previous
Argentine leaders since the return of
democracy in 1983, Milei has failed to
pass a single piece of legislation during
his first six months in office. Instead,
the populist outsider has relied on
executive powers to slash state
spending and sweep away economic
restrictions.“Today, it’s almost more
important for Milei to demonstrate that
he can pass laws in Congress than what
he passes,” said Lucas Romero,
director of Synopsis consultancy.That
desperation was clear in some of the
Senators' closing speeches.“How can |
not give a president a tool that he needs
in order to function?" said .

AP-NORC poll: About half of US adults

approve of Trump's conviction, but

views of him remain stable

NEW YORK: About half of U.S. adults approve of
Donald Trump's recent felony conviction,
according to a poll from The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The
survey shows some potential vulnerabilities,
along with some signs of resilience in his support,
as Trump tries to become the first American with
afelony record to win the presidency.

Less than five months before Election Day, the poll
paints a picture of a nation with firmly entrenched
opinions of the divisive former Republican
president. Overall views of Trump and
Democratic President Joe Biden remain
unchanged since before the guilty verdict in
Trump's New York hush money trial.

But the findings also suggest that Trump's
conviction is one more weakness among
disaffected Republicans. While most people in
the United States have heard about the conviction,
political independents are less likely to be paying
attention and more likely to have a neutral
opinion of Trump's conviction, indicating that
there may still be room for the campaigns to sway
them.Nancy Hauser, a 74-year-old independent
from West Palm Beach, Florida, said she
approves of Trump’s conviction based on the little
she followed of the trial. The verdict, she said,
suggests that Trump may be willing to engage in
criminal activity if he were back in the White
House.“I feel if you’ve been convicted of a crime,
especially a felony, a serious crime, how can you
run a country?” she said.

But she also has concerns about Biden, especially
his age and leadership on the economy and the
war in Israel. Biden is 81, while Trump turns 78
on Friday.“I’m not sure who I’m voting for,”
Hauser said. “That’s the sad part.”

Overall, U.S. adults are more likely to approve of
Trump's conviction than they are to disapprove,
according to a survey of 1,115 adults nationwide
conducted over three days beginning a week after
the verdict was delivered May 30, and before
Biden's son Hunter was convicted in a federal gun
case on Tuesday.About 3 in 10 somewhat or
strongly disapprove of Trump's conviction, and
about 2 in 10 do not approve or disapprove.
Perspectives were similar among registered
voters, with about half saying the conviction was
the right choice.Republicans are less united on
the verdict than are Democrats. Roughly 6 in 10
Republicans somewhat or strongly disapprove of
the conviction, while 15% of Republican adults
approve and about 2 in 10 Republicans neither
approve nor disapprove. Among Democrats, by
contrast, more than 8 in 10 somewhat or strongly
approve.About half of Americans say that the
conviction was politically motivated, while a
similar share think it was not. Nearly half of
Republicans who have an unfavorable view of
Trump do not see the conviction as politically
motivated, compared with less than 1 in 10
Republicans who have a positive opinion of him.

India, China can 'find common space to reduce tensions', says US

External Affairs Minister S

Juishankar said on Tuesday

after assuming office for a

second straight term that

India would focus on finding

solutions to border issues
with China, that have long
strained ties between the

neighbours.

The Illinois State Police will handle the investigation of

the shooting, VanVickle said. The agency did not
immediately respond to an email from The Associated
Press seeking comment.Aerial video by local media on
Wednesday afternoon showed law enforcement and
private cars parked on the side of unpaved roads
throughout the neighbourhood and officials
occasionally gathering in small groups but little
ongoing activity. Yellow police tape blocked at least
one driveway and an Ogle County sheriff’s mobile
command centre was parked at the end of the drive.

Lost Lake’s property owner’s association describes the
area as a "country style community" with about 700
owners in an unincorporated area close to the cities of
Dixon, Franklin Grove and Oregon, about 100 miles
(160 kilometers) west of Chicago.

Washington. The United States wishes
India well in its efforts to improve
strained ties with China, the number-two
U.S. diplomat said on Wednesday, while
cautioning that Chinese leader Xi Jinping
finds it very hard to show any flexibility
on territorial issues.External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said on Tuesday
after assuming office for a second straight
term that India would focus on finding
solutions to border issues with China, that
have long strained ties between the
neighbours.US Deputy Secretary of State
Kurt Campbell, who has led U.S. efforts
to boost ties with India to push back
against China's growing power, was

asked at a Washington think tank about
Jaishankar's comments."I think the truth
is that anytime two countries can find a
degree of the common space to reduce
tensions, I think we have to support that,"
he said."I think we wish the Indians well
in deliberations," he added, before going
on to say that Washington was "very
confident and comfortable" about its own
bilateral relationship with India "and we
want that to continue going
forward."Campbell said he would be in
India next week with Jake Sullivan, the
U.S. national security adviser, to

"advance areas of coordination.""I think
we feel very good about this partnership,"
he said, while adding: "I think there are
some structural issues between China and
India that frankly will be difficult to
resolve."Campbell said he believed that
for any rapprochement, or substantial
improvement in relations with China,
India would expect changes in how
Beijing treats their contested borders.
"One of the things that we've seen under Xi
Jinping on anything that bridges, or
touches, territorial matters, I think it's
very hard for the Chinese to show any

flexibility, or any desire to find common
ground," he said.India and China share a
3,800 km (2,400 mile) border - much of it
poorly demarcated - over which the
nuclear-armed nations fought a war in
1962.

They have engaged in a military standoff
since July 2020 when at least 20 Indian
soldiers and four Chinese troops were
killed in the worst clashes in five
decades.Washington has sought to
develop its ties with India in spite of some
differences over issues including human
rights.
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T20 World Cup: Dismantling of
New York venue starts after

India-USA clash

New Delhi. The dismantling of the Nassau
County International Cricket Stadium in
New York has started after Wednesday’s
clash between India and the United States
(USA). It served as a temporary venue only
for the Men's T20 World Cup 2024. Back in
September 2023, the International Cricket
Council (ICC) finalised the venue for the
mega event.Given the short timespan, the
apex cricket board opted for drop-in pitches
that were prepared by Adelaide Turf
International in Adelaide. In December
2023, the trays were taken to Florida due to
the warmer conditions compared to New
York. At the end of April, the pitches were
moved to New York for being used.

New York giving batters nightmares

On June 12, after India beat the USA by 7
wickets, the purpose of the venue in New
York ended and hence, the dismantling

began. The pitch in New York was not
batting-friendly by any means due to
indifferent bounce that helped bowlers to a
large extent.

T20 World Cup: Full Coverage | Complete
Schedule

India recorded the highest-successful run-
chase at the venue after chasing down 111
with 10 balls left in their innings. The venue
came under scrutiny when Sri Lanka were
bowled out for 77, after which the South
African batters also found the going
extremely tough.Pakistan failed to chase
down a target of 120 after Jasprit Bumrah
rattled them. The other day, Najmul Hossain
Shanto’s Bangladesh could not chase down
114 in New York.After India’s win over the
USA, Rohit Sharma admitted that batters
found it extremely tough to get going in New
York.“Being in the Super Eight is a big relief
— playing cricket here wasn't easy (as) it
could have been anyone’s game. We had to
stick through till the end in all three games.
We will take a lot of confidence from these
wins,” Rohit said.

After playing 3 matches in New York, India
will go to Florida where they will face
Ireland in their last Group match at the
Central Broward Regional Park Stadium
Turf Ground.

Arshdeep Singh is like
Jasprit Bumrah: Sunil
Gavaskar backs pacer to
play Tests soon

New Delhi. India pacer Arshdep Singh won the
Player of the Match award vs USA in the T20
World Cup 2024. Playing the third match of
the tournament, Arshdeep, who had played
second fiddle to Jasprit Bumrah till this time,
took matters into his own hands and
produced a superb spell of 4/9 on
Wednesday, 12 June. Former India batter
Sunil Gavaskar heaped praise on Arshdeep
and backed the seamer to play in the Test
format soon.Speaking on Star Sports after
USA vs India, Gavaskar said that Arshdeep's
ability to swing the ball both ways was
similar to Jasprit Bumrah and that the seamer
should be considered for Test cricket soon.

"He looked to bowl at hard lengths, looking to
get the ball into the right-hander, and a little
away for the left-handers. That's been his
strength, to be able to get both those

deliveries on the spot and he wasn't looking
to bowl too many yorkers today, he was
looking to bowl the hard lengths. And his
temperament is fantastic," Gavaskar said on
Star Sports after the match on
Wednesday.Arshdeep picked two wickets in
his first spell and two wickets in his second
spell at the Nassau County Stadium in New
York and helped India restrict the co-hosts to
just 110 runs. Arshdeep's economical spell
turned out to be crucial for Rohit Sharma's
team as batting became extremely difficult
during the chase.

Arshdeep can be very good bowler in red-ball
cricket: Gavaskar

"I do believe that he, like, Bumrah can be a
very, very good bowler in red-ball cricket as
well. Because if he can move the white ball
so well, just imagine what he can do with the
red ball. So I think the selection committee
would do very well to look at him as an
option for the red-ball game as well,"
concluded Gavaskar.India pacers have done
well in the New York leg of the tournament.
In the first two matches for India, Jasprit
Bumrah earned the POTM, and now it was
the turn of Arshdeep Singh to shine.

Pakistan fan sells tractor for 3000 USD to
watch clash vs India, returns disuppoin’red

120 World Cup 2024: A Pakistani

fan sold his tractor for 3000 USD to

watch the match between India
and Pakistan in New York, but
returned disappointed after Babar

Azam's men lost by 6 runs. The fan
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also praised Suryakumar Yaday for 3~ %

his knock against the USA.
e

New Delhi.  One of the Pakistani fans
present at the Nassau County International
Cricket I sold my tractor for $3000 to
watch the India vs Pakistan match, in
which we lost. I was very disappointed,”

the Pakistani fan told ANI.Stadium in New

York on Sunday, June 9, returned empty-
handed after Pakistan lost to India by 6
runs. The fan revealed that he sold his
tractor for 3,000 US dollars to watch the
marquee clash in the T20 World Cup 2024.
The game was a low-scoring thriller where

Pakistan failed to chase down a target of

120. Pakistan were in contention to win for
the most part of the game before losing
their way completely in the death overs of
their run-chase. With 18 runs needed in the
final over, Naseem Shah hit Arshdeep
Singh for a couple of fours, but his efforts
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were not enough to save the day for
Pakistan. Mohammad Rizwan was greeted
with criticism as he threw his wicket away
to Jasprit Bumrah after scoring 31 runs off
44 balls. The fan, who witnessed the roller-
coaster ride in New York, said that he was

Fans demand [CC to shift T20 World Cup
matches from FIorldu uf’rer flush foods’ alert

New Delhi. Fans are demanding the
International Cricket Council (ICC) to
shift the T20 World Cup 2024 matches
out of Florida after flash floods warning
in the city. Notably, heavy rainfall in
South Florida on Wednesday, June 12
left several streets flooded disrupting
the life of the citizens.Several Images
and videos of water logging in the city
surfaced on social media showing roads
filled with water. With heavy rain and
flood warnings issued, fans are
demanding the ICC to shift the
remaining games scheduled in Florida
to New York or Dallas.Notably, three more
matches are remaining to be played at the
Central Broward Regional Park Stadium
Turf Ground, Lauderhill, Florida on June 14,
15 and 16. Two of the remaining three
matches of Group A will have a major effect
on the tournament with USA and Pakistan’s
qualification to Super 8 on the line.

Co-hosts USA will take on Ireland on June 14

CC
WORLD cup

in a crucial Group A clash as a win for the
USA will help them qualify for the Super 8
stage. Even if the game gets washed out, the
Monank Patel-led side will qualify for the
next round having five points to their name
from four matches.Hence, a washout will
prove to be detrimental to Pakistan’s chances
of qualifying for the next round as they’re
currently tottering on the third spot on the
points table with just one win from three

matches having two points to their
name. The Babar Azam-led side is
heavily dependent on Ireland to beat
the USA in their last fixture to remain
in contention for the Super 8.

Rain could spoil Pakistan's party

However, if Ireland do manage to beat
the USA, Pakistan will also have to
win their last game against the same
opponent on June 16. Hence, the 2009
champions can’t afford to get their last
match washed out as it will lead to
their elimination from the
tournament.

Pakistan started their campaign with a

shocking loss against the USA in the super
over. In their second fixture, they failed to
chase down a low score of 120 and lost the
match by six runs. Hence, inclement weather
in Florida will take the excitement out of the
tournament and will prove to be a huge
hurdle in ICC’s attempt to promote the game
inthe USA.

W1 vs NZ: Sherfane Rutherford powers West
Indies to Super 8, NZ on brink of elimination

New Delhi West Indies stormed into the T20
World Cup 2024 Super 8 after beating New
Zealand by 13 runs on Thursday at the Brian
Lara Stadium in Tarouba, Trinidad. With the
win, Rovman Powell’s men also went to the
top of the table with wins in all 3 of their
matches.

The Black Caps, on the other
hand, kept languishing at the
bottom of the table and are on
the verge of getting knocked
out. For them to stay alive,
Uganda have to beat
Afghanistan on June 15.

After being asked to bat first,
West Indies found themselves
in dire straits. With their score
at 23 for 4 in the powerplay,
the co-hosts looked hapless,
to say the least. Nicholas
Pooran threw his bat around to
score 17 runs off 12 balls and
was the only batter to pose a
threat to the Kiwi bowlers in
the first 6 overs. Pooran also
went past Chris Gayle to
become the leading run-
scorer for the Caribbean in T20Is.

T20 World Cup: Full Coverage | Complete
SchedulePooran got out to Tim Southee,

who replaced Matt Henry, while playing an
agricultural swipe. Southee, Trent Boult and
Lockie Ferguson hunted in pack to leave the
West Indies batting in shambles. But from
there on, Sherfane Rutherford put on a
single-handed show and guided West Indies

to 149 for 9.Rutherford used the long handle
to good effect and stayed not out on 68 off 39
balls with the help of 2 fours and 6 sixes. He
made sure that West Indies injected

momentum into the innings by taking 37
runs off the last 2 overs. Akeal Hosein,
Andre Russell and Romario Shepherd
chipped in with short yet useful
contributions lower down the order.

Boult was the pick of the New Zealand

bowlers with figures of 4-1-16-3.
Southee and Ferguson accounted for 2
scalps apiece.

Motie, Joseph make New Zealand
struggle

The Black Caps struggled throughout
their run-chase and were restricted to
139 for 9. Finn Allen scored 26 runs off
23 balls with 3 fours and a six before
Alzarri Joseph dismissed him. Joseph
also picked up the wickets of Southee,
Glenn Phillips and James Neesham to
finish with figures of 4-0-19-4.Left-
arm spinner Gudakesh Motie also
bowled his heart out with 3 wickets to
his name for 25 runs. On the back of
their spells, West Indies never allowed
the Kiwis to get ahead in the
match.Glenn Phillips scored 40 runs off
33 balls and threatened for a while.

With 33 runs needed off the last over,

Mitchell Santner hit Romario Shepherd for

3 sixes, but his efforts fell short of saving the

day for New Zealand.

New Delhi.

disappointed after Babar Azam’s
men lost the match.Surya has won
my heart’The Pakistani fan was also
present in New York to watch
India’s match against the United
States (USA) on Wednesday. He
heaped praise on Suryakumar
Yadav, who scored an unbeaten 50
off 49 balls, helping India chase
down 111 and win the match by 7
wickets.“Surya has won my heart
today. Tractor ke paise India ne
vasool karva diye (I got my money’s
worth after seeing India)," the fan
added.India also made their way
through to the Super 8 after staying
unbeaten following Wednesday’s
win. Rohit Sharma’s men are
scheduled to play their last and final
Group A match on Saturday,
January 15 at the Central Broward
Regional Park Stadium Turf
Ground in Lauderhill, Florida.As
far as Pakistan are concerned, they are still
in with a chance of qualifying for the Super
8 after beating Canada by 7 wickets. Their
last match is against Ireland on June 16 in
Florida.

Arshdeep Singh confident of

batting skills after facing ‘quickest’

Pakistan bowlers

Arshdeep Singh said that facing
the Pakistan bowlers helped him gain
confidence as far as his batting skills are
concerned. The youngster played a critical
role in the T20 World Cup 2024 game after he
scored 9 runs off 13 balls with a four, helping
India post a challenging target of 120 on a
difficult pitch to bat on at the Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium in New York.

Arshdeep’s innings turned out to be crucial as

India went on to beat Pakistan by 6 runs.
Arshdeep said that his confidence
skyrocketed after facing the likes of Shaheen
Shah Afridi, Haris Rauf, Mohammad Amir
and Naseem Shah.

The left-hander said that he has been working

hard with batting coach Vikram Rathour.
Arshdeep talked about his batting prowess
after India defeated the United States (USA)
by 7 wickets on Wednesday in New York.“We
are always learning, always trying to get better

at all the skills, be it bowling, batting, or
fielding, because you never know when the
team need those runs. It can be two runs, four
runs, anything. So, you just have to give your
best. And I am trying to work as hard as
possible with Vikram Bhai regarding my
batting as well,” Arshdeep said in the post-
match press conference.Went in after asking
Rohit Sharma’Arshdeep, who has only 43
T20I runs to his name at an average of 69, said
that he was so confident of his batting that he
asked Rohit Sharma to promote him ahead of
Jasprit Bumrah, who has played a few handy
knocks for India.“And an instance from the
last game, Jassi Bhai was supposed to go
before me, but I just went in after asking
Rohit. They were surprised with it, but now I
told them I will go up regardless of whatever
you say. [ will go at nine because I faced the
quickest bowlers in the last game. So yeah,
that's the plan now. [ am very confident about
my batting. And be it fielding or bowling, you
just try to keep getting better,” Arshdeep
added.Arshdeep had a stupendous day with
the ball against the USA after he won the
Player of the Match award. He finished with
figures of 4-0-9-4 as India restricted their
opponents to 110 for 8. Thereafter,
Suryakumar Yadav’s unbeaten 50 helped the
Men in Blue get home with 10 balls to spare.

T20 World Cup 2024: New York leg over, batters breathe a sigh of relief

New Delhi. The New York leg of the T20

World Cup 2024 concluded with India’s
comprehensive seven-wicket victory over
the USA, much to the relief of batters who
struggled on the challenging pitch at Nassau
County International Cricket Stadium. The
last group match began with an "lbw" for a
"golden duck," worsened before improving
slightly, and ended as expected for the
United States cricket team, losing to India
after another low-scoring match. The
Americans entered Wednesday’s match
riding high after defeating Pakistan in their
previous game.

However, India demonstrated its depth and
ensured it did not become another upset
victim and chased down the highest total at
Nassau County International Cricket
Stadium to reach the Super 8 stage. After the
match, India captain Rohit Sharma admitted
that playing in New York was not the easiest
of tasks. "It is a big relief, playing cricket
here wasn't easy. We had to stick through till
the end in all 3 games. Will take a lot of
confidence from these wins," Rohit Sharma
said.The drop-in surfaces at Nassau County
Stadium played inconsistently across the
eight games held there, with balls from the

same length either rearing up or
skidding through to the keeper
unpredictably. Nassau County's
pitch was notorious for its
unpredictable behaviour, which kept
batsmen and bowlers guessing.
Leading up to the match, pundits and
players speculated on how the pitch
would perform, with past encounters |
offering little clarity on its |,
temperament. As the tournament |
went on, the Nassau County pitch
developed a reputation for low-
scoring encounters filled with
dramatic twists and turns. Previous
matches at the venue saw teams
grappling with erratic bounce, uneven
surfaces, and challenging conditions that
tested their resilience and adaptability.
PACKED SCHEDULEOver 10 days, from
June 3 to June 12, New York hosted eight out
of the 16 matches allotted to the USA leg of
the World Cup. The schedule was
particularly gruelling towards the end, with
six matches, including the hlghly
anticipated India-Pakistan clash on June 9,
played on consecutive days. Such a packed
schedule is unprecedented in ICC event

history. The pitch at Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium, criticised for
its difficulty, consistently produced low-
scoring matches. The surface favoured pace
bowlers significantly, offering considerable
seam movement. Additionally, the stadium’s
expansive boundaries further compounded
the challenges for batters, turning the venue
into a pacer’s paradise.

T20 World Cup: Full Coverage | Complete
Schedule

The Twenty20 World Cup organisers have

admitted problems with the
New York pitch after it was
described as dangerous and
batsmen were hit during India’s
match with Ireland. The drop-in
surfaces have played
inconsistently with balls from
the same length rearing up or
skidding through to the keeper.
Rohit Sharma, the India captain,
retired hurt when he was hit on
the shoulder against Ireland, and
Rishabh Pant also needed
lengthy treatment when he was
struck in the arm.India captain
Rohit Sharma incurred a new
injury concern during a practice session at
Cantiague Park in New York on Friday, just
days before the crucial T20 World Cup
match against Pakistan on Sunday. The
veteran opener, who had suffered a sore arm
and was forced to retire hurt during the
match against Ireland on Wednesday, was hit
on his thumb by a throwdown from
specialist Nuwan in the nets. According to
reports, this incident prompted the BCCI to
file an "unofficial" complaint with the ICC
regarding the pitch conditions.
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Supritha
INaidu

Adds Sass To Her Summer Style In
Floral Mini Ruched Dress

: ; upritha Naidu, daughter of the famous actress Surekha Vani, is quite

-

active on social media as she continues to set social media ablaze by
sharing some of her most beautiful pictures on her Instagram handle.
With her incredible fashion sense and gorgeous looks, she keeps winning the
hearts of her fans and admirers. Supritha has yet to enter the film industry,
however, her social media presence has already derived thousands of
followers.Supritha Naidu recently
took to her Instagram account to
share another set of stunning photos
of herself. In the new post, Supritha
looks astonishing in her pink-
coloured rose-printed dress. The
mirror selfies of the young woman
grabbed the attention of many fans
on the platform. Her 8 lakh 59
thousand followers on her
Instagram profile prove her already
earned popularity. The photos are
clicked in a washroom. Supritha set
the beauty standard high by wearing
simple earrings in the picture with
golden chains around her neck. She is seen
showing off her brown coloured purse in
different poses making her fans admire her
even more. Her unique tattoos and expensive
rings on her fingers make a bold fashion
statement. Her toned physique and gorgeous
looks attracted many fans.
The photos posted from her Instagram handle received more than 42,000 likes
and many comments. Someone from her fans added a comment that reads,
“You look like Jhanvi Kapoor ditto”. Another person commented, “Oh boy,
what kind of girl is this?”” Even after facing many negative comments from
\ social media, Surekha keeps on posting her beautiful photos on social
media. However, she has hidden most of the comments from her recent
Instagram post after so many negative comments and trolling.n another
post on Instagram, Supritha Naidu was seen raising the temperature by
showing off her looks by wearing a gorgeous black dress. She shared
some of her photos clicked in front of the mirror that received nearly

30,000 likes.
A Recently, Surekha Vani addressed the rumour of her daughter
A joining the film industry. To which, she explained that she had no
\ objection to her daughter joining the industry. According to

\ Supritha, the decision completely depends upon the wish of
her daughter Supritha. Surekha, on the other hand, is

L rumoured to actin a film very soon.
\ w

Rareena Kapoor

Khan Aces The Chakrasana Yoga
With Perfection, Photos Go Viral

I : areena Kapoor Khan has always been committed to her workout routine. From pilates to yoga, the actress

does it all to keep herself healthy and fit. Be it a vacation, or a relaxing day at home, Kareena never
ompromises with her fitness regime. Having said that, she recently shared a bundle of photo nailing th
Chakrasana yoga with much needed perfection.Sharing the photos, she wrote, “As i fly for the summer, m
favourite yoga asana is a must ~ the chakrasana to go #Summer2024 here we come ®[J#ChakrasanaSeri
@anshukayoga.” The yoga pose showcased by Kareena, involves a seamless flow of movements betwee
= different poses. It’s a testament

| 2 her dedication that she effortlessly
includes such challenging asanas

into her routine.
Kareena and her love for yoga is
widely known. The actress loves

to practice Chakrasana, also
[ known as the wheel pose. Earlie
L too, the actress shared a snapsho
- with her fans in which she could b
" e seen doing the back-bend pose with
. - perfection. “Sunday plans? Yoga for
me..Crew for you,” Kareena wrote.

On the professional front, Kareena was
recently seen in the comedy-drama film

Crew. The film also featured Tabu, Kri —~
—~ Sanon, Diljit Dosanjh and Kapil Sharma
= pivotal roles. Helmed by Rajesh A Krishnan, .
f B film garnered widespread acclaim from crit "

and audiences.Bebo will be next seen in direc
Rohit Shetty’s upcoming action drama
Singham Again which also stars Ajay Devgn, Deepika Padukone, Tiger Shroff, Arjun Kapoor, Ranveer Singh and Aksl
Kumar in the lead roles

Trailer Of Telugu Film Seetha

Kalyana Vaibhogame Promises
Intense Action Drama
- -

he trailer of the film Seetha Kalyana

Vaibhogame starring Suman Tej and

Garima Chouhan was released by the
makers. The film is directed by Sateesh
Paramaveda and produced by Rachala
Yugander under the banner of Dream Gate
Productions. The story of the film is penned by
director Sateesh Paramaveda while the music is
directed by Charan Arjun.The film is all set to
hit the theatres soon. Recently, an event was
held to launch the trailer of the film. The trailer
was launched by famous film producer
Harshith Reddy.Talking about Seetha Kalyana
Vaibhogame at the launch event, Harshith
Reddy said, “I got to know Satish during the
time of Oh My Friend in 2011. He told me about
this movie earlier around one and a half years
ago. He mentioned that he is starring a young
talent named Suman. Best of luck to Suman for
his first film and to Satish for his second film.
Best wishes to the whole team. I will request
everyone to watch the film in theatres.

Director Sateesh Paramaveda mentioned that the
whole unit has worked hard to make this film a
great success. He added, “The songs of the film
were released earlier by T-Seried Telugu. All
the songs were loved by the audience. In this
film, Suman Tej is making his debut. The music
direction was done by Charan Arjun. Producer
Rachala Yugander has worked with full passion
for this film. Everyone in the unit has worked
hard to make this film a great success. The film
will hit the theatres on June 21. Please watch the
film at the theatres and support us."

The lead actor of Seetha Kalyana Vaibhogame,
Suman Tej is all set to make his debut in the
Telugu Film Industry. Speaking at the trailer
launch event of the film, Suman said, “ Thank
you Harshith anna for coming to this event.
This film will surely be loved by all the 90s
kids. I want to request everyone to watch the
film at the theatres.

Alia Bhatt Begins Working On
Love and War? Actress Visits
Sanjay Lee_l;n BI};@;@I_ifS House
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arlier this year, Alia Bhatt announced that
she is all set to reunite with Sanjay Leela

Bhansali for an intense love story Love
And War. The actress would be seen sharing
screen space with hubby Ranbir Kapoor and
Vicky Kaushal for the same. Ever since the
announcement, fans have been excited to
know more about the film. Today, Alia was
spotted outside Bhansali’s office, raising the
anticipation.Alia kept it comfy and casual,
pulling off a denim on denim look. She briefly
waved at the paps and made her way to the
office residence. The photo instantly went
viral.

Earlier this year, in an interview with Variety,
SLB opened up about the film. The film marks
Bhansali’s first film with Ranbir since his
fallout during Saawariya and their recent
patch-up. This is also the filmmaker’s first film
with Vicky. This will mark his second film with
Alia Bhatt after their hit film, Gangubai
Kathiawadi. Speaking in a new interview,
Bhansali hinted he is excited about the film.

“It’s a love story that I’'m making after a long
time. A slightly contemporary work, different
from the dances, pillars, architecture, drapes,
curtains and jewellery [of “Heeramandi”]. It’s
anew language, milieu and ambience for me.
needed [it] very much to excite me as a
filmmaker to do something new, to speak of a
different period, a different set of characters
and new circumstances,” Bhansali told
Variety.

It’s nice to work with this wonderful cast of
Ranbir, Vicky and Alia. It’1l be nice to see how
their chemistry works. And [it is] a triangular
love story, which has not come in Hindi cinema
for a long time. So let’s see how it all shapes
up,” he added.The film was announced earlier
this year.

Alia and Vicky had announced the film on
Instagram. Around the same time, Pinkvilla
reported that it is an original love story. “To set
things straight, it’s an original love story and
not, inshallah. Sanjay Leela Bhansali has been
very keen to take a step back from the period
drama’s intense tone. He has been looking to
make a love story, and this subject has been at
the back of his mind for a while now.
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