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The PM has his
work cut out

THE Modi 2.0 government adopted a no-holds-
barred stand against individuals who were
perceived to be a security threat. The new
government led by Narendra Modi may have to
revisit this policy in the light of the victory of
some separatists in the recent Lok Sabha
elections.The election of imprisoned Khalistani
activist Amritpal Singh from Khadoor Sahib and
Indira Gandhi assassin Beant Singh’s son
Sarabjeet Singh Khalsa from Faridkot should
make the government sit up and take notice. The
Surjit Singh Barnala-led Akali government,
which worked in close association with the ruling
Congress at the Centre in the 1980s, had got the
Sikh masses to reject Khalistan. In the early
1990s, Jat Sikh farmers assisted the government
in curbing terrorism. Without their active help,
terrorism could not have been wiped out.

The allegations made by Canada regarding the
murder of Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar and the US claim about an India-sponsored
plot to eliminate Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a US
national spearheading the Khalistan demand in
the West, must have influenced the people who
voted in favour of Amritpal and Sarabjeet.

So, in a manner of speaking, the Modi-Shah policy
of stern action against anti-nationals may become
the trigger for a recurrence of the troubles Punjab
faced in the 1980s. Policymakers should keep
such factors in mind before taking hard decisions.

The defeat of moderate leaders like Omar Abdullah
and Mehbooba Mufti in Kashmir and the victory
of a hardliner like Engineer Rashid are signs that
the Modi-Shah duo needs to ponder over. The
swift and decisive action they took in the troubled
state of Jammu and Kashmir to abrogate Article
370 had the approbation of the BJP’s core
supporters in the Hindi heartland and even
beyond, but the fallout is becoming alarmingly
clear in the aftermath of the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Muslim voters of Kashmir are turning
away from their own mainstream political parties
and opting for the more defiant opponents of the
Modi regime. This is another cause for concern.

The election of two Khalistani Sikhs and a radical
Kashmiri Muslim to the Lok Sabha underlines the
need to consult sage and moderate voices like
Gurbachan Jagat and Amarjit Singh Dulat, the
latter for dealing with Kashmiri malcontents.
Should the elected MPs be allowed to enter and
speak in Parliament and vent their feelings
instead of silently inciting their co-religionists
against the Indian state? Whatever steps the
government had taken or planned against these
rabble-rousers have not worked. Their respective
communities have to be won over to our side.

Parakala Prabhakar is a thinker who describes
matters in befitting words. He doubts if Modi can
be convinced to adopt softer policies. Prabhakar
reminds us that a wolf that wears sheep’s clothing
will continue to be a wolf. In the constitution of
his Cabinet and distribution of portfolios, Modi
has already shown that he is the sole decision-
maker. He continues to rule in the same manner as
before.Modi should be told that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is only creating
more terrorists by killing Hamas fighters and
bombing hospitals and civilian localities in Gaza.
We had that experience in Punjab during our
struggle with Khalistani terrorists. Listing and
then eliminating culprits only resulted in their
replacement, sometimes by two men for the one
lost.The only way to end terrorism is to deprive
the terrorists of the oxygen that is provided by
their own co-religionists in the shape of logistical
support or even tacit approval of their madness. It
is only when the community is won over that you
can hope for closure. The experience of the police
in Northern Ireland was exactly the same as ours
in Punjab. Of course, the figures of civilians and
security personnel killed in the war against
terrorists were five times larger in Punjab. When I
pointed this out to the Chief Constable of
Northern Ireland, he, in turn, was kind enough to
point out to me that Punjab’s population was five
times that of Northern Ireland.If the entry of three
anti-government MPs into the Lok Sabha is a
matter of concern, the re-election of Mahua
Moitra from West Bengal will ensure that the
proceedings in Parliament will be lively. Smriti
Irani will not be around, but Kangana Ranaut
could be her replacement. If Mahua and Kangana

The 2024 General Election in J&K was

THE death of 49 people, mostly Indians, in a fire that

Spate of terror attacks unlikely to deral electoral process in J&K

The BJP’s success in fostering alternative politics is something that the Congress could not achieve, highlighting a fundamental shift in the region’s political dynamics.

THE fresh spate of terror attacks in the Jammu region

marks a concerning trend. Historically, such attacks were
primarily concentrated in the Kashmir valley. This shift
to the Jammu side of Pir Panjal suggests a strategic
change in tactics.The terror strikes in Reasi, Doda and
Kathua appear calculated to send out a political message
and create chaos. Their timing, coinciding with the
installation of the new government at the Centre, is
aimed at undermining the government’s narrative of
achieving stability and normalcy in the region. The
intention seems to be to disrupt the democratic process,
as the Election Commission of India has begun the
process of allotting symbols to parties and preparing for
the Assembly elections.While such actions are meant to
foster fear and uncertainty, the fact is that
the recent Lok Sabha elections did not
witness violence in J&K and saw the
highest turnout in 35 years at 58.46 per
cent.

historic as it marked the first major
electoral process in the region since
August 2019, when the Government of
India abrogated Article 370 of the
Constitution, which granted J&K special |
status.The elections were historic for two
reasons. One, the most notable outcome
was the dismantling of the longstanding
perception that participating in polls was
an act of betrayal, often referred to as
‘gaddari’. This stigma had long
discouraged many from voting, as they
feared social ostracism or being labelled
as traitors to the so-called cause of
Kashmiri autonomy. This shift reflects a
growing acceptance of democratic norms
and a desire for political engagement
among the populace. Two, the
participation of young voters was another
critical aspect of this election. For the first time in many
years, there was a substantial turnout of young people.

This election was also historic because it managed to

satisfy diverse political aspirations in one way or another.
Despite being relatively new to the political scene in
Kashmir, the BJP managed to make inroads. The party’s
success lies in its ability to challenge the entrenched
political dominance of two prominent families — the
Abdullahs and the Muftis. Although the perceived BJP
proxies — Sajad Ghani Lone and Altaf Bukhari — did
not win, the mere fact that the traditional political
strongholds were shaken is a significant achievement for
the saffron party. One of the most profound impacts of
this election is the emergence of alternative politics in the

region. This is crucial as it opens up the political arena to
new actors and ideas, which is essential for a healthy
democracy.The election of Engineer Rashid, who
defeated former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, is a loud
proclamation of democracy’s triumph in the Valley.
Rashid, who has been lodged in Delhi’s Tihar Jail since
2019 for alleged terror funding, capitalised on a wave of
sympathy votes across north Kashmir. The National
Investigation Agency had filed a case against him for
raising and receiving funds through illegal means,
including hawala, to support separatist and terrorist
activities in J&K. Rashid’s victory is not just a personal
success but a symbol of the people’s desire for a new
political narrative, free from the clutches of dynastic

politics.Rashid is a two-time former MLA from north
Kashmir’s Langate Assembly segment. In his earlier
avatar, he was considered a close confidante of slain
Hurriyat leader and People’s Conference founder Abdul
Ghani Lone, Sajad’s father. Rashid broke away and made
a significant impact by winning the 2008 and 2014
Assembly elections. Rashid’s victory dismantled the
political legacy that Sajad and his father had established
since 1967. His release from jail could further enhance
the BJP’s position by fostering alternative political
voices.

Rashid’s release, provided that he is able to counter the

engulfed a building housing foreign workers in
Mangaf, Kuwait, has turned the spotlight on the
conditions under which these employees live and
work not only in this Gulf nation but the region as a
whole. Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Fahad Yusuf
Saud Al-Sabah, who visited the site, has blamed the
greed of real-estate owners for such incidents, even
as an investigation has been launched to pinpoint the
lapses and fix accountability. India’s immediate
focus is on the identification of the bodies and
bringing back the mortal remains of the victims,
besides granting ex gratia relief to the families of the
deceased. At the same time, New Delhi needs to be
actively involved in the probe to ensure that those
responsible for the tragedy are dealt with strictly.
Those under scrutiny include the companies that hire
foreign workers and the realtors who provide
accommodation, besides travel agents who facilitate

get into a verbal duel in Parliament, I would hate
tomiss it.

recruitment. According to reports, India’s embassy in

charges against him, will be a critical moment in
Kashmir’s political evolution. It could signify the end of

Kuwait tragedy

Workers’ wellbeing should be Delhi’s priority

Kuwait received over 16,000 complaints from Indian
citizens working there between March 2021 and

Draw lessons from Kuwait blaze to protect workers

It is wrong to assume that labour-exporting countries can

A building with about 200 foreign workers, mainly from
India — with Kerala and Tamil Nadu accounting for the
majority — caught fire in the early hours of June 12 in
Kuwait. According to a report from Kuwait, the fire
broke out around 3.15 am. As the building lacked
arrangements for fire-fighting, including a fire alarm, the
blaze spread and some residents even tried to jump from
the building. At least one person died in such a fatal
jump. The fire was reportedly caused by a cooking gas
cylinder that was being used by a security guard. The fire
department was alerted at 4.30 am and fire extinguishers
were promptly sent. The Kuwaiti Home Ministry got a
report of the fire by 6 am.The Kuwait Governmnt has
expressed condolences over the loss of 49 lives. Some
senior officials of the municipality have been suspended
for failing to ensure adherence to safety norms for
buildings. While we spontaneously think of the plight of
the bereaved families and of the injured, we should apply
our minds to the lessons to be learnt and the measures
required to prevent recurrence of such a tragedy.Let me
share a few thoughts based on my professional
association with the West Asian region starting from
1976, when I went to Teheran. Our embassies need a
better set-up to look after the nine million of our
compatriots there. Kuwait has around one million
Indians, accounting for 30 per cent of the expatriate
population and about 21 per cent of the total
population.The embassy website says that the labour
section works from 8 am to 4 pm, Sunday to Thursday.
Obviously, barring the security guard, no official will be
available to attend to emergencies when the labour
section is closed.n this context, we need to raise a few
questions. When did the Indian embassy get information
about the fire incident? When did the Indian media get to
know of the fire? Hours after it occurred. Why?When I
was in Doha (1992-97), we had cases of maids running
away from home seeking shelter in the embassy. We had
arranged for an official, preferably speaking the mother
tongue of the maid, to come to the embassy within halfan
hour. This arrangement was good 24x7.
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n the present case, I rang up the helpline number of the
embassy a couple of times. It was busy. Obviously, there
should have been more than one number.

In this context, there is a good deal we in India can learn
from the Philippines. When a Philippine citizen arrives
in a West Asian country to work as a caregiver or maid,
she is received at the airport by embassy officials. She is
briefed about the country and how she can get in touch
with the embassy in need. She goes to the employer after
aday or two. The embassy invariably has labour attachés
holding a law degree.There is no communication or
coordination among the labour-exporting countries. Two
years ago, | visited the region. I asked the first secretary

TR T e i

in charge of consular work and labour welfare whether
he attended a conference that the International Labour
Organisation had recently organised in the city on the
problems of migrant labour. He replied that he had not
heard about the conference.l asked him whether he met
his counterparts from manpower-exporting countries to
exchange views. The answer was in the negative.

The set-up in the Central Government, too, needs a reform.
For a long time, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
handled the matter. Later, the Ministry of Overseas
Indian Affairs was established in 2004. It was dissolved
in 2016 and the MEA resumed charge. There is only one
Joint Secretary who is the Protector General of

the dominance of traditional political parties,

particularly the National Conference (NC). Rashid’s

ideology, often considered a deviation from the
mainstream, could be re-evaluated in a more pragmatic
light, given the evolving political dynamics in the Valley.

The political scenario in Kashmir has evolved

significantly over the past five years. The fact that even

the Jamaat-e-Islami — traditionally seen as a separatist
organisation — had expressed its willingness to contest
elections underscores the changing dynamics in the

Valley.Rashid, along with many others, appears willing

to work within a transformed environment,

acknowledging the evolving political realities and the

necessity for a more inclusive and democratic approach.
The possibility of the government
considering Rashid’s release stems
from the failure of the BIJP’s
perceived proxies to create a
substantial alternative. Rashid’s
release could further bolster the BJP’s
efforts to establish a new political
paradigm in the Valley.

The election also brought to light a
significant shift in public sentiment
towards the right to vote. For several
years, Kashmiris were deprived of
this fundamental right. The boycott of
elections in the past only served to
reinforce the dominance of traditional
political parties. This time, however,
the high turnout demonstrated a
collective determination to reclaim
democratic rights and participate in
the electoral process.Whether the
BJP, the NC or the People’s
Democratic Party won or lost, the true
winner of this election was
democracy. This poll was a testament
to the people’s desire for change and a

better future. The BJP’s success in fostering alternative

politics is something that the Congress could never
achieve, highlighting a fundamental shift in the region’s
political landscape.

As the UT looks forward to the Assembly polls, the

General Election has not only restored the democratic
process but also laid the groundwork for a more inclusive
and representative political environment in Kashmir. The
terror attacks in the Jammu region are intended to delay
the elections and create a sense of unrest. However, such
attempts are unlikely to succeed, given the clear signal
that the people of Jammu and Kashmir are fully
committed to democracy.

December 2023. Most of them pertained to
delays in the payment of salaries, below-par
accommodation and harassment by
employers. Alarmingly, over 1,400 Indians,
mostly migrant workers, died in Kuwait in
2022 and 2023, according to information
shared by the Ministry of External Affairs in
Parliament earlier this year. All this suggests
that the Indian authorities have been lax in
addressing the workers’ concerns.

India is the world leader in terms of remittance
receipts, with a total of $125 billion being sent
by Indians living across the globe to their
families back home last year. Gulf
Cooperation Council countries are among the
biggest sources of India’s remittance inflow.
New Delhi must press these nations to crack
down on unscrupulous employers who
compromise the safety and wellbeing of

workers.

not work together as they are competing with each other.

Emigrants, an office that was earlier with the Ministry of
Labour.The MEA organises well-choreographed annual
Pravasi Day functions where the affluent members of the
diaspora are feted and lauded. Has there been any
conference on the problems facing the ABC (ayah,
bearer, cook) part of the diaspora?India is the leading
country in South Asia and the leading voice of the Global
South. What initiative has New Delhi taken to address
the problems of the migrant labour globally? The idea
that labour-exporting countries cannot work together as
they are competing is wrong.

In the run-up to the 2022 Football World Cup in Qatar,

many foreign workers died, mainly due to unsafe
working conditions. I do not recall any in-depth
investigation by the Indian media.

The Guardian of the UK investigated and concluded that

6,500 migrant workers from South Asia had died, with
India accounting for a good part thereof. We have not
heard that India officially took up this matter with Qatar.

There is apathy in the government and the media. What can

be done to remove that apathy? Any French citizen
abroad can vote in the French elections. Let us extend
this facility to Indian citizens abroad. If the workers in
the Gulf can vote, we might expect our politicians, and
consequently, the bureaucracy to take more interest in
their welfare. It might be argued that the Gulf monarchies
would resent such amove. [ doubt it. The matter deserves
to be examined immediately. The Central Government
responded with alacrity once it came to know of the
Kuwait tragedy. The Prime Minister chaired an
emergency meeting. He sent Minister of State for
External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh to Kuwait to
oversee assistance to Indians injured in the mishap.

In the big evacuation of 1990-91 to bring back 176,000

Indians from Kuwait and Iraq, no minister had to visit
Kuwait, except then External Affairs Minister IK Gujral,
who oversaw the entire operation. He went there only
once and did not interfere with the work of the
Ambassador.
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Govt Cuts Windfall Tax On
Crude Petroleum To Rs
3,250/tonne

New Delhi. The government has reduced windfall tax on
domestically-produced crude oil to Rs 3,250 per tonne
from Rs 5,200, with effect from Saturday.

The tax is levied in the form of a Special Additional
Excise Duty (SAED).SAED on the export of diesel,
petrol and jet fuel, or ATF, has been retained at nil’. The
new rates are effective from June 15, an official
notification said.India first imposed windfall profit
taxes on July 1, 2022, joining a host of nations that tax
supernormal profits of energy companies. The tax rates
are reviewed every fortnight based on average oil
prices in the previous two weeks.On June 1, the
government cut the windfall tax on petroleum crude to
Rs 5,200 per metric ton from 5,700 rupees.

On May 16, the windfall tax on petroleum to Rs 5,700 per
metric ton from 8,400 rupees.

Sensex, Nifty At All-Time
High As Inflation Cools This
Week

New Delhi. Indian stock markets closed at an all-time
high in the last week. This is the second consecutive
week when Indian frontline indices Sensex and Nifty
made a new all-time high of 77,145 and 23,490
respectively.

In the last week that ended on June 14, Sensex closed at
76,992, up 299 points or 0.39 per cent, and Nifty settled
at 23,465, up 175 or 0.75 per cent. Data released by the
government on Wednesday showed that the retail
inflation rate has fallen to 4.75 per cent in May, which
was 4.83 per cent in April.During the week, Foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) have invested Rs 2,030
crore and domestic institutional investors (DIIs) have
invested Rs 6,293 crore. Smallcap and midcap shares
have attracted more investors than largecap during this
period. BSE Smallcap Index rallied 5 per cent and BSE
Midcap Index surged 4.4 per cent during the weekln
smallcap, EIH Associated Hotels, Reliance Power,
PTC Industries, Avantel, HCC, GTL Infrastructure,
Wardwizard Innovation and Mobility, Honda India
Power Products, Home First Finance Company India,
Paras Defense and Space Technology, and Asian
Granito India gained more than 25 per cent.

In midcap, Endurance Technologies, LIC Housing
Finance, Scheffler India, Oil India, Max Healthcare
Institute, Samvardhan Motherson International,
Honeywell Automation, Oracle Financial Services
Software, and New India Assurance were top gainers.
Among the sector indices, the Capital Goods Index
surged 6.4 per cent, the Realty Index rallied 5.4 per
cent, the Telecom Index shot up by 4 per cent and the
Oil and Gas Index gained 3.5 per cent.

Windfall tax on crude

petroleum slashed fo Rs
3,250/tonne

New Delhi.The government has reduced windfall tax on
domestically-produced crude oil to Rs 3,250 per tonne
from Rs 5,200, with effect from Saturday.The tax is
levied in the form of Special Additional Excise Duty
(SAED).

SAED on export of diesel, petrol and jet fuel or ATF, has
been retained at 'nil'.The new rates are effective from
June 15, an official notification said.

India first imposed windfall profit taxes on July 1, 2022,
joining a host of nations that tax supernormal profits of
energy companies.The tax rates are reviewed every
fortnight based on average oil prices in the previous two
weeks.

May trade deficit widens to
seven-month high at USD
23.78 billion

NEW DELHI.The country’s goods exports grew 9.1% to
$38.13 billion in May, with double-digit growth
witnessed in several sectors including engineering
goods, electronics, drugs and pharmaceutical products,
the government data showed on Friday.ports surged by
7.7% to $61.91 billion, with merchandise trade deficit
widening to a 7-month high of $23.78 billion. The trade
deficit was also 5.5% higher than a year-ago period.
Commerce Secretary Sunil Barthwal while briefing the
media highlighted a more optimistic outlook for trade
this year. He said even the sectors like textiles saw a
healthy growth of 9.8% after a period of sluggish
growth.“With the inflationary pressures coming down
in advanced countries, there will be demand for

imports. It’s a positive trend that will continue,”
Barthwal said. As per official data, petroleum products
exports grew by 15.75% year-on-year (YoY) to $6.78
billion in May 2024, engineering goods surged by
7.39% to $9.99 billion, electronic goods by 22.97% to
$2.97 billion, and drugs and pharmaceuticals exports
saw YoY growth 0f10.45% to $2.30 billion.Crude oil
imports grew by 28% to $20 billion in May. On the
other hand, gold imports declined slightly to $3.33
billion in May this year from $3.69 billion in the
corresponding month of FY24.For the period of April-
May this fiscal year, exports increased by 5.1% to reach
$73.12 billion, while imports rose by 8.89% to $116
billion, as per the data. Commerce secretary Sunil
Barthwal said that India’s higher economic growth
compared to the global average is driving up domestic
demand for imports and reducing the exportable
surplus, which is a contributing factor to the widening
trade gap. He added that widening trade deficit is not a
concern considering foreign direct investment (FDI)
and foreign exchange inflows. He also highlighted the
impressive growth in devices exports.

Conversion Error Fallout: Elon Musk's X
Tells Former Staff to Pay Back Severance

X has contacted several
former employees, including
some who were dismissed

over 18 months ago, claiming

they were overpaid due to a
currency conversion error.

New Delhi.

action to recover these overpayments.

According to the report, X has contacted
including
some who were dismissed over 18
months ago, claiming they were overpaid

several former employees,

Elon Musk’s social media
platform X is demanding repayment from
at least six former Australian employees,
asserting that they were accidentally
overpaid. According to the Sydney
Morning Herald, X is threatening legal

due to a currency conversion error.

Also Read: Elon Musk To Get Back
His Big, $44.9 Billion Tesla Pay
Package, Shareholders Give
Approval

Since Musk’s acquisition, the
platform has laid off around 80
percent of its workforce. It appears
that a mistake was made in
calculating severance pay for these
employees, and now X is reportedly
pressuring them to return the excess
payments or face potential legal
consequences.The overpayments in
severance pay to these former
employees range up to $70,000. At
least six of these individuals have
received legal notices from X,
urging them to return the overpaid
amounts.

former employees repay the excess

amounts to the company.

Emails reviewed by The Sydney Morning The email stated, “It has come to our
Herald show that X’s Asia Pacific human
resources department acknowledged the
“conversion error” and requested that the

Sebi Cancels Registration Of Grovalue
Financial Services For Violating Market Norms

NEW DELHI Markets regulator Sebi

on Friday cancelled the certificate of
registration of Grovalue Financial
Services for flouting regulatory
norms.The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) inspected the
matters of Grovalue Financial
Services, a Sebi-registered research
analyst, from April 2021 to August
2022.

The inspection was carried out to verify

whether the books of accounts and
records were being maintained or
whether the provisions of the Sebi’s
Research Analysts norms were being
complied with by the notice.

“The noticee (Grovalue Financial

Services) has contravened with the
provisions of the Research Analyst
regulations and failed to abide by the
conditions of his certificate of

registration,” Sebi’s Chief General
Manager G Ramar said in the order.

The regulator also observed that the non-

cooperation shown during the
inspection and the non-appearance and
lack of response to the notices issued
by Sebi show the lackadaisical attitude
of the noticee, which is concerning of

an intermediary responsible for
analysing investment decisions of
investors.As per the Sebi SCORES
portal, Grovalue Financial
Services had received
complaints from April 2021 to
August 2022. However, the firm
failed to resolve some of these
complaints within 30 days.
Under the Sebi rules, the regulator
mandates that all Sebi-
registered intermediaries are to
take immediate action in the
resolution of complaints within
30 days and file an Action Taken
Report (ATR) with the markets
watchdog.Non-filing of ATR under
SCORES within 30 days for a
grievance will be treated as a failure to
constitute non-redressal of investor
grievance.

Harsh, unsafe working conditions in
Amazon warehouses, complain workers

NEW DELHI The working conditions
for workers in Amazon warehouses are
more or less the same in India as it is
said to be in developed countries. It has
been quite some time that Amazon
workers in US have been complaining
about the harsh working conditions in
Amazon warehouses. Lately, the sad
plight of the workers at Amazon
warehouse in Haryana's Manesar has
come to the limelight with reports
suggesting that the workers were
subject to stand for long hours without
even a fan and forced to pack 240
articles in an hour and so on.he
workers complained that work at the
Manesar warehouse is physically
demanding and continuous standing
often leads to dizziness and
exhaustion, and injuries are common.
The workers reportedly said that break
times are tightly monitored and even a
simple trip to the washroom incurs
penalties.A 24-year-old worker
recently revealed to The Indian
Express that employees in Manesar
warehouses are routinely asked to
pledge not to take breaks, including for
water or toilet visits, until they achieve
specific targets. These targets often
involve unloading packages from large

trucks, a physically demanding task
exacerbated by the scorching
temperatures of up to 50°C during the
ongoing heatwave.Amazon India,
according to NDTV, responded to the
allegations with its spokesperson
claiming that the company takes the

/
/

safety and well-being of its employees
seriously. They mentioned the presence
of heat index monitoring devices and
cooling measures in their facilities,
asserting that employees are provided
with adequate water, hydration breaks,
and rest opportunities.

However, a report published by The
Guardian in March 2023 reveals that

the regulatory agency in the US--
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (Osha), issued citations

against Amazon at six warehouses in
December 2022, January 2023 and
February 2023 over unsafe working
conditions, ergonomic hazards and
failure to properly report injuries.
According to the report, In 2021,
Amazon warehouses had a rate of 7.7
injuries per 100 workers,

n | | compared with 4.0 injuries for
; r “ " every 100 workers at all other
—— Li warehouses. Amazon’s serious
A - injury rate was 6.8 per 100

. | ——

workers, compared with 3.3 for
every 100 workers at all other
warehouses. Recent Osha
citations also include
recordkeeping violations at six
warehouses, with Amazon failing
to properly record worker injuries
and illnesses, the report further added.
Further, in a report published in April
2024, The Guardian said that facing an
insurgent campaign which threatened
to unleash a wave of unionization
across its vast workforce, Amazon
stands accused of reaching for dirty
tricks.Workers who tried to organize
inside its warehouses claim the
technology giant orchestrated an illegal
counteroffensive, using scare tactics
and spreading misconceptions.

attention that you received a significant
overpayment in error in January 2023. We
would be grateful if you could arrange the

repayment to us [using the
account details below] at
your earliest convenience.”

Reason Of OverpaymentAs
per the report, the
overpayment issue
reportedly stems from the
valuation and currency
conversion of employee
shares.When Musk acquired
Twitter in 2022, Twitter
shares were valued at $54.20
each (approximately AUD
82). The error occurred when
X converted the share
entitlements into Australian
dollars, allegedly using a
conversion rate that was 2.5
times the correct value.

This mistake led the company to overpay
severance amounts to the laid-off
employees, with individual
overpayments ranging from $1,500 to
$70,000.

Tesla driver tells police he was using
‘self-drive’ system when his car hit a

parked police vehicle

DETROIT.A Tesla apparently operating on one
of the company’s automated driving systems
crashed into a parked police vehicle Thursday
near Los Angeles, narrowly missing an officer
who was managing traffic at another crash.

The Tesla driver told police in Fullerton,
California, that he engaged the vehicle’s “self-
drive” system and used his cell phone,
according to a police statement.

The collision appears to be another in a long list
of crashes in which Teslas using a partially
automated driving system hit firetrucks or
police cars parked on roads with flashing
lights activated. In the Fullerton case, the
officer also had put out flares, authorities said.

Police said the crash is still under investigation,
but called the California driver’s conduct a
“clear violation of responsible driving
practices and California law.” The US National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
which has made Tesla recall its “Full Self-
Driving” and “Autopilot” systems, said Friday
it is aware of the crash and has contacted Tesla
for more information.Although the driver told
authorities he switched on “self-drive” mode,
police said they have not confirmed whether
he was using Tesla’s “Full Self-Driving” or
Autopilot systems. A message was left early
Friday seeking comment from Tesla.Neither
“Full Self-Driving” nor Autopilot can drive
themselves, and Tesla tells owners that they
must be ready to intervene at all times. “Full
Self-Driving,” which is being tested on public
roads by volunteer Tesla owners, can take on
most driving functions, even on city streets,
the company says. Autopilot is supposed to
keep vehicles from hitting objects in front of
them, and keep them centered in their lanes.

ullerton police said the officer saw the Tesla
coming, and he and a police dispatcher who
was riding with him were able to quickly move
to the side of the road. “A potential disaster
was averted,” police said in the statement.

The Tesla driver stayed at the scene of the crash,
which happened near an intersection at 12:04
a.m. Thursday. The driver is cooperating with
police.Officers were investigating a fatal crash
at the time the Tesla hit the police car,
authorities said.“While there are no laws
against the ‘self-drive’ mode, all rules and
laws of the road still apply to the driver while
controlling the vehicle,” the statement said.

NHTSA began investigating Autopilot crashes
into emergency vehicles in 2021, but closed
the probe in April after Tesla agreed to recall
the software and boost its driver monitoring
functions. Later NHTSA began investigating
whether the company’s recall actually worked.

Fraud-Free Online Shopping: Check Best
Practices For Secure Transactlons

NEW DELHL. Online shopping offers an
unparalleled level of convenience and
efficiency, allowing consumers to browse
and purchase products from the comfort
of their homes at any time. This ease of
access eliminates the need to wvisit
physical stores, saving valuable time and
effort. Additionally, the wide variety of
products available online often surpasses
what is found in brick-and-mortar shops,
providing shoppers with an extensive

range of choices.
However, despite these benefits,

significant concern for online shoppers is
the risk of scams and fraud.
Cybercriminals frequently target e-
attempting to
exploit vulnerabilities to steal personal

commerce platforms,

and financial information.
Therefore,

financial statements,

and fraudulent activities.
1. Shop from trusted websites

Stick to well-known and reputable websites

consumers need to remain
vigilant and adopt robust security
practices, such as using secure payment
methods and regularly monitoring their
to protect
themselves from these risks.Online
marketplace OLX has advised users to
take into account the following measures
to safeguard themselves against scams

by apadlock icon in the address bar.

accounts

a
password,

password manager.
3.Make purchases as a guest

when making an online purchase. Major
retailers and brands invest in robust
security measures to protect their
customers’ information. Look for HTTPS
encryption in the website URL, indicated

2. Set unique passwords for online

One of the common ways to fall for scams
or fraud is via password breaches. If you
are setting up the same password for all
accounts, and if a scammer cracks one

all your accounts can get

cracked.To protect yourself, set unique
and strong passwords for each online
account you have. It is advisable to
change your password from time to time
to prevent password leaks.
remembering multiple passwords
becomes challenging, you can also use a

It is quite common for e-commerce stores
to encourage you to open an account to
make a purchase. This makes your future
purchases easy and more convenient but
can pose risks related to data breaches as
your personal information is stored. To
this, consider checking out as a guest
whenever possible, especially for non-
frequent online purchases. This ensures

personal information

potential fraud.
5.Say no to free or public Wi-Fi

that your data is not saved permanently.
4. Never share your OTP and other

1f Never share your OTP (One-Time
Password) received via SMS or email
with anyone, including customer service
representatives. OTPs are meant for your
use only and sharing them can lead to
unauthorised access to your accounts and

Free Wi-Fi is very easy to hack and using it
can expose you to scams and frauds. Your
details such as name, address, and even
financial information can be easily stolen
via public or free Wi-Fi due to lack of
encryption. Sometimes, access to free

Wi-Fi can be set up by fraudsters to lure
you towards scams. To protect yourself,
always use your data, Wi-Fi, or Wi-Fi
from a trusted source only.
6.Be wary of phishing attempts
Phishing scams involve fraudulent emails
or websites designed to trick you into
revealing sensitive information like
login credentials or credit card details.
Be cautious of unexpected emails asking
you to click on links or provide personal
information. Verify the sender’s email
address and avoid clicking on suspicious
links.
7. Check seller reviews and ratings
If you're purchasing from a third-party
seller on a marketplace or auction site,
take the time to read reviews and ratings
from other customers. Pay attention to
any negative feedback regarding product
quality, shipping times, or fraudulent
behaviour. Choose sellers with a high
rating and positive reviews to minimise
the risk of scams.By following these
seven tips, OLX suggested that you can
reduce the risk of encountering online
shopping scams and fraud. You should
stay informed and vigilant while enjoying
the convenience and benefits of online
shopping safely.
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Amazon India Workers Take Oath To

Finish Task Before T

Manesar.

Recently, a 24-year-old worker revealed to
The Indian Express that employees in one of
Amazon's warehouses are routinely asked to
pledge not to take breaks, including for
water or toilet visits, until they achieve
specific targets. These targets often involve
unloading packages from large trucks, a
physically demanding task exacerbated by
the scorching temperatures of up to 50°C
during the ongoing heatwave.The worker,
earning a monthly salary of ? 10,088 for ten-
hour shifts over five days a week, described
the pressure to perform without adequate
rest breaks. "Even if we work continuously,
we struggle to unload more than four trucks a
day," he told Express, reflecting the
impracticality of the imposed targets.

New Delhi: Amazon India finds itself under The situation is particularly dire for female

workers, who face additional challenges due

to the lack of adequate facilities and the
physical toll of the job. Reports indicate that
some departments have no designated

Workers at some
Amazon warehouses
in India are asked to
pledge not to take
breaks, including for
water or toilet visits,
until they achieve
specific targets, the
report said.

scrutiny after allegations of harsh working
conditions and stringent productivity
demands surfaced from workers at its
warehouses in Haryana's industrial hub of

"Matka Phod" Protests By
Congress Amid Water
Crisis In Delhi

New Delhi: Amid a water crisis in the national capital, the
Delhi Congress held 'matka phod' protests across the
city on Saturday with its members smashing earthen
pots to the ground.The protests began around 10 am in
all 280 blocks in Delhi.Carrying earthen pots on their
heads and Congress flags, the protesters raised slogans
against the Delhi government and Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal. Later, they threw the pots on the
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ground.

Delhi Congress chief Devender Yadav, who also joined
the protests, demanded a special session of the
assembly to discuss the issue.He had alleged on Friday
that the Delhi government had not taken effective steps
to address the water shortage in the city due towhich,
people had to run after water tankers.Water Minister
Atishi had said on Friday that water production in Delhi
was decreasing continuously as less water was reaching
the Yamuna river here.The AAP government has been
accusing BJP-ruled Haryana of not releasing Delhi's
share of water.

Sharing data, she had said water production on June 6 was
1,002 million gallons per day (MGD) and it declined to
993 MGD the next day and 990 MGD on June 8.1t was
978 MGD on June 9 and 958 MGD the next day. On
June 11, 12 and 13, water production was 919 MGD,
951 MGD and 939 MGD, respectively, the minister had
said.

Drunk Soldier Urinates On
Train Berth, Wets Woman
Sitting Below

New Delhi: A woman has alleged that an army
personnel urinated in his train berth and it fell on her
while she was sleeping. The incident happened on the
Gondwana Express which was travelling from
Delhi's Hazrat Nizamuddin station to Chhattisgarh's
Durg. In the B-9 coach of the train, an allegedly
drunk soldier, occupying berth number 24, urinated
on the seat. The urine fell on a woman seated below on
berth number 23, who was accompanied by her 7-
year-old child. The woman, a resident of
Chhattisgarh, immediately informed her husband,
Himachal Singh, who then lodged a complaint with
the Railway Helpline.Despite the prompt complaint,
the response from the Railway Protection Force

(RPF) was inadequate. At Madhya Pradesh's Gwalior,
RPF personnel attended to the complaint, took
photographs, and left without taking any action.
When the train reached Jhansi, a combined team of
RPF, Government Railway Police (GRP), and
MCAO personnel boarded the train, promising
further action at Lalitpur. However, the train
continued its journey without any action being taken
against the soldier.

The RPF officer in charge, Sanjay Arya, acknowledged
the incident, confirming that the soldier was indeed
intoxicated and his pants were wet. However, Mr
Arya defended the lack of action by stating that the
female complainant could not be located on seat
number 23 in the B-9 coach when the RPF reached.
Consequently, the soldier was not removed.
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restroom facilities, forcing employees to use
makeshift solutions that are neither sanitary
nor adequate for their needs.In response to
these allegations, an Amazon India

v/f'

spokesperson stated that the company takes
the safety and well-being of its employees
seriously. They mentioned the presence of
heat index monitoring devices and cooling

RSS denies rift with BJP after Mohan
Bhagwat's 'true sevak' remark: Sources

New Delhi:The RSS on Friday
rejected rumours of differences with
the BJP after its chief Mohan
Bhagwat said a true 'sevak' was
never arrogant in his first remarks
after the party fell short of a majority
in the Lok Sabha elections, RSS
sources told news agency PTLRSS
sources said there "was no rift"
between the Sangh and the BJP, its
ideological mentor, amid assertions
by a section of people, including
Opposition leaders, that Bhagwat's
remarks were aimed at the saffron
party's leadership or Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. They added that such
comments were speculative and taken
out of contexAt an event in Nagpur on
Monday, Bhagwat said, A true 'sevak'
maintains dignity. He follows the
decorum while working. He does not
have the arrogance to say 'l did this
work'. Only that person can be called a
true 'sevak'."

In response, RSS sources said, "There

was not much difference in his

(Bhagwat) speech from what he had
given after the 2014 and 2019 Lok
Sabha polls. Any address is bound to
make a reference to an event as
important as national elections.""But it
was misinterpreted and taken out of
context to create confusion. His
‘arrogance' remark was never directed
at Prime Minister Narendra Modi or
any BJP leader," they added.RSS
sources also disassociated from its
national executive member Indresh
Kumar's swipe at the BJP over its poll
performance, with a functionary

saying that it was his personal
opinion and did not reflect the
organisation's official stand.At an
event near Jaipur on Thursday,
Kumar said, "The party (BJP)
which did the 'bhakti' (of Lord
Ram) but became arrogant was
stopped at 241, but it was made the
biggest party,", adding," and those
who had no faith in Ram, they
together were stopped at 234",
referring to the number of seats te
Opposition INDIA bloc won.As a row
erupted over his remarks, Kumar on
Friday said the country was happy with
the BJP's poll performance and
Narendra Modi becoming prime
minister for the third consecutive
term."At this moment, the latest news
is that those who were against Lord
Ram are out of power and those who
were devotees of Lord Ram are in
power," he told PTL "Under PM
Modi's leadership, the country will
progress," he asserted.

Probe Agency Raids Kerala-Based Ponzi Company
That Duped Depositors Of 1,500 Crore

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate Friday said it raided
multiple locations in various states as
part of a money laundering
investigation against a Kerala-based
company that allegedly duped
depositors to the tune of ? 1,500 crore
through a ponzi scheme.

The searches were launched on June 11
on the premises of the promoters of
HighRich Online Group in Kerala,
Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh.The
money laundering case stems from
multiple FIRs filed by the Kerala
Police.

The searches have led to the freezing of
around ? 32 crore of proceeds of crime
in various bank accounts of the
company, promoters and their family
members, seizure of about ? 70 lakh in
cash, jewellery and four four-wheeled

vehicles, the central agency said in a
statement.The search also led to
tracing of immovable properties worth
? 15 crore with promoters and various
leaders of HighRich Online group
which have been acquired out of the
proceeds of crime." "Searches have
also revealed that the company and its
promoters and leaders were involved in
trading in cryptocurrency on few
exchanges and sold their own so-called
crypto coin named HR Crypto Coin," it
said.The crypto coin, the agency
claimed, was sold in exchange for
Indian rupee and USDT (a type of
crypto currency) and it was also a part
of ponzi scheme where people were
lured to invest their money for which
they got 15 per cent interest per
yearWhen the customer introduced a
new customer, they got 30 per cent

direct referral income, it said.The
agency said the company was selling
the memberships in the form of digital
IDs which consisted of the user
credentials (user name and password)
of the individual investors to access the
website-- www.highrich.net."The
members would further sell the
memberships/digital ids to other
people to earn commission," the ED
said.It was found that the company
would give incentives to these
individuals when they refer new
members to join the marketing scheme
which is nothing but sharing of the
commission received on joining of new
members, the agency said.

There is no real underlying business of
sale of goods and this is the typical
modus operandi of a Ponzi scheme, it
said.

oilet Break: Report

PR T R . T

i # ﬁ/’»’, e
,‘;,'1 - E
£ - 5

measures in their facilities, asserting that
employees are provided with adequate
water, hydration breaks, and rest
opportunities.

he issue isn't confined to India alone. Amazon
has faced similar allegations internationally,
with authorities in the US citing safety
violations and ergonomic hazards in several
warehouses.Earlier this year, the company
fired a warehouse worker in US after he
posted a video on TikTok about having to
pickup heavy boxes.

Three female marketing managers in Seattle
have also filed a proposed class action
accusing Amazon of widespread sex
discrimination and that the tech giant has
retaliated against them, including by firing
one and forcing another to quit. The workers
in an amended complaint claim Amazon's
illegal conduct only escalated in the weeks
after they initially filed the lawsuit in
November last year alleging violations of
federal and Washington state laws.

North India reels
under heatwave, rain
likely in south,
Northeast till June 19

New Delhi:Several parts of north and central India
continued to batter in stifling heat with no relief
likely till June 19 while rainfall was predicted to
lash swathes of southern, western, eastern and
northeastern India for five days beginning
Saturday, the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.In Delhi and Uttar Pradesh, the IMD
issued orange and red alerts for the next five days as
the maximum temperatures hovered in the range of
44-46 degrees Celsius. This temperature range was
also seen in parts of Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Haryana and Chandigarh. According to the weather
department, heatwave to severe heatwave
conditions were very likely in most parts of Uttar
Pradesh, parts of Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Delhi between June 15 and 19, Jharkhand and
Uttarakhand on June 15. Isolated heatwave
conditions were also predicted in parts of West
Bengal and Bihar on June 15 and in Uttarakhand on
June 16.Heatwave conditions were likely in some
pockets of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu division
between June 15 and 17, northeast Madhya
Pradesh on June 15 and June 16 and north
Chhattisgarh on June 15, the IMD said.On the other
hand, the Met Department predicted isolated
extremely heavy rainfall in Meghalaya from June
15 to 19, in Assam between June 17 and 19, while
scattered to fairly widespread light to moderate
rainfall accompanied with thunderstorm, lightning
and gusty winds (30-40 kmph) was predicted in
parts of West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha
during the next five days.

Isolated heavy rainfall was very likely over Odisha
between June 17 and 19 and east Bihar on June 18
and 19, the IMD said.Fairly widespread to
widespread light to moderate rainfall accompanied
with thunderstorm, lightning and gusty winds (30-
40 kmph) was likely in Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe,
Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Madhya Maharashtra and Marathwada, according
to the IMD.The weather office predicted isolated to
scattered light to moderate rainfall over Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Rayalaseema, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal during the
next five days.Isolated heavy rainfall was possible
in Marathwada on June 16 and 17, Konkan, Goa,
Kerala and Mahe from June 17 to 19, North coastal
Andhra Pradesh and north interior Karnataka on
June 17 and Madhya Maharashtra on June 18 and
19, the Met Department said.Meanwhile,
conditions were favourable for further advance of
Southwest Monsoon into some more parts of
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, parts of West Bengal and parts of
Bihar during the next four to five days, the IMD
said.

Why Has Physics Wallah CEO Approached
Supreme Court For Probe Into NEET

National Testing Agency (NTA) and

Alakh Pandey's petition

claims the alleged
arbitrary awarding of
grace marks to over

crucial for admissions into MBBS
and other medical courses, has been
embroiled in controversy over
alleged irregularities. Mr Pandey's
petition claims the alleged arbitrary
awarding of grace marks to over
1,500 candidates by the NTA. He

assured aspirants and parents that there
is no substantial evidence of a paper
leak. He said that the allegations are
under investigation by competent
authorities.

"There's no evidence of any paper leak
yet. There are allegations and
competent authorities are looking into

1,500 candidates by the
NTA. He has requested
the Supreme Court to
establish an expert
panel to scrutinise the
examination.

New Delhi: Alakh Pandey, founder of the
prominent EdTech firm Physics Wallah,
has petitioned the Supreme Court to
address the issues surrounding the NEET-
UG 2024 examination. This national-
level entrance test, conducted by the

has requested the Supreme Court to

establish an expert panel to

scrutinise the examination process and
its results. The NEET-UG 2024, held on
May 5 across 4,750 centres, saw
participation from approximately 24
lakh candidates. While results were
anticipated on June 14, they were
announced early on June 4, allegedly
due to expedited answer sheet
evaluations.Controversy erupted
following allegations of question paper
leaks and the granting of grace marks,

centre in Haryana's Faridabad - has raised
suspicions of irregularities.

On June 10, students gathered in Delhi,
demanding a thorough investigation into
these allegations. It is believed that the
contentious grace marks may have
contributed to the unusually high number
of top scorers.The NEET-UG
examination, overseen by the NTA, is a
gateway for medical admissions in both
government and private institutions

leading to widespread protests and legal
challenges in seven high courts and the
Supreme Court. The unprecedented
performance, with 67 students scoring a
perfect 720 - including six from a single

across India. However, the integrity of
this year's process has been called into
question, prompting protests and legal
scrutiny.In response to the uproar,
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

them. Certain allegations and loose

information are coming in. Let us wait
for the probe by the authorities
concerned. Let's wait till July 8 for the
Supreme Court's judgment. There's
nothing to hide..." Mr Pradhan told
NDTV.The minister reassured students,
noting that the Supreme Court has
already delivered a judgment on the
issue. He announced that all 1,563
affected students would have the
opportunity to reappear for the exam,
especially those from the six centres
where time constraints were
reported.Despite these measures,
questions remain about the NTA's
response before the Supreme Court's
intervention.
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Crews rescue 28 people
trapped upside down high on
Oregon amusement park ride
in US

PORTLAND. Emergency crews in Oregon rescued 28
people Friday after they were stuck for about half an
hour dangling upside down high on a ride at a century-
old amusement park.

Portland Fire and Rescue said on the social platform X that
firefighters worked with engineers at Oaks Park to
manually lower the ride, but crews had been preparing to
conduct a high-angle ropes rescue if necessary. All riders
were being evacuated and medically evaluated, and
there were no reports of injuries.One rider with a pre-
existing medical condition was taken to a hospital for
further evaluation as a precaution, Oaks Amusement
Park said in a statement posted on social media. Medics
released all other passengers.The ride, called
AtmosFEAR, operates like a pendulum, with the
capacity to swing riders completely upside down.

Chris Ryan and his wife, from nearby Gresham, were at the
park for his birthday. He told The Associated Press in a
Facebook message that they had just been planning to
ride AtmosFEAR when they saw it was stuck and heard
people saying, "Oh my God, they are upside down."

They decided to walk away because of "how scary the
situation was," he said. They eventually got on the Ferris
wheel and heard a loudspeaker announcement that the
park was closed and that people should evacuate.

When the ride stopped, park staff immediately called 911
and emergency responders arrived about 25 minutes
later, the park statement said. Park maintenance workers
were able to return the ride to its unloading position
minutes after first responders arrived.Portland Fire said
about 30 people were on board. The amusement park
statement said there were 28 riders.The ride has been in
operation since 2021 and has not had any prior incidents,
the park said. It will remain closed until further notice.
The park said it would work with the ride's manufacturer
and state inspectors to determine the cause of the
stoppage."We wish to express our deepest appreciation
to the first responders and our staff for taking prompt
action, leading to a positive outcome today, and to the
rest of the park guests who swiftly followed directions to
vacate the park to make way for the emergency
responders to attend to the situation," it said.

Oaks Park first opened in 1905. Its website says it offers a
"uniquely Portland blend of modern thrills and turn-of-
the-century charm on a midway that has delighted
generations of Northwesterners."

World leaders join Ukraine
summit in test of Kyiv's
diplomatic clout

LUCERNE. World leaders gather in Switzerland on
Saturday for a summit aimed at pressuring Russia to
end its war in Ukraine, but the absence of powerful
allies of Moscow such as China will blunt its potential
impactDozens of allies of Ukraine will take part in the
summit, but China is staying away after Russia was
frozen out of proceedings on the grounds it had
dismissed the event as a waste of time and had no
interest in attending. Without China, hopes of isolating
Moscow have faded, while recent military reverses
have put Kyiv on the back foot. The war in Gaza
between Israel and Hamas has also diverted attention
from Ukraine.

The talks are expected to focus on broader concerns
triggered by the war, such as food and nuclear security
and freedom of navigation, and a draft of the final
declaration identifies Russia as the aggressor in the
conflict, sources said."The summit risks showing the
limits of Ukrainian diplomacy," said Richard Gowan,
UN Director at the International Crisis Group.
"Nonetheless, it is also a chance for Ukraine to remind
the world that it is defending the principles of the UN
Charter."Russian President Vladimir Putin said on
Friday Russia would end the war in Ukraine only if
Kyiv agreed to drop its Nato ambitions and hand over
the entirety of four provinces claimed by Moscow -
demands Kyiv swiftly rejected as tantamount to
surrender.

Putin's conditions apparently reflected Moscow's
growing confidence that its forces have the upper hand
in the warMoscow casts what it calls its special
military operation in Ukraine as part of a broader
struggle with the West, which it says wants to bring
Russia to its knees. Kyiv and the West reject this and
accuse Russia of waging an illegal war of conquest.

Switzerland, which took on the summit at the behest of
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, wants to
pave the way for a future peace process that includes
Russia.But geopolitical splits over the deadliest
European conflict since World War Two have dogged
the event, and Zelenskiy has even accused Beijing of
helping Moscow undermine the gathering, an
accusation China's foreign ministry denied.

Dutch roll’ during Southwest
Airlines flight causes
structural damage to plane

world. A Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 Max
experienced a "Dutch roll" during a flight from
Phoenix to Oakland, California, on May 25, causing
damage to the plane's structure, according to the
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). The
incident occurred while the aircraft was cruising at an
altitude of 34,000 feet but the airlines did not report the
roll or the damage to the NTSB until June
7."Following the event, SWA performed maintenance
on the airplane and discovered damage to structural
components," the safety board said.he extent and
severity of the damage are not yet clear but a
Southwest spokesperson confirmed the airline's
participation in the investigation.What is a Dutch
roll?A Dutch roll is an aerodynamic phenomenon
characterised by a combination of yaw and rolling
motions, causing the plane to sway rhythmically.Pilots
are trained to recover from Dutch rolls, and modern
aircraft are equipped with yaw dampers to correct the
condition by adjusting the rudder.

What structural damage did it cause to the plane?

According to a preliminary report by the Federal
Aviation Administration, damage was found in a unit
that controls backup power to the rudder after the
Southwest plane landed. The damage was described as
"substantial."The NTSB has downloaded data from
the Boeing 737 Max 8§ to help determine the duration
and severity of the incident.

South Africa’s Cyril Ramaphosa re-elected
as President after alliance deal

The African National Congress
lost its majority for the first
time in an election on May 29
and spent two weeks in talks
with other parties that went
down to the wire on Friday
morning as the new parliament
was convening in Cape Town.

Cape Town,UPDATED. The African

National Congress and its largest rival,
the white-led, pro-business Democratic
Alliance, agreed on Friday to work
together in South Africa's new
government of national unity, a step
change after 30 years of ANC rule.Once
unthinkable, the accord allowed
President Cyril Ramaphosa to win a
second term in office. He was re-elected

Family of 6, including 3 children, shot dead at home in south Mexico

This incident is a latest in a string of
mass killings in Mexico

Two warring militia groups, likely backed
by drug cartels, are battling for control
of the fown

Chiapas and Guanajuato, both hit by
bloody gang turf battles, border
Guatemala

A family of six, including three children,

It was the latest in a string of mass

Beijing claims almost the entirety

Detention is allowed up to 60 days in

"Foreign ships that have illegally entered

were killed Friday by gunmen in the
southern Mexico border state of
Chiapas in a town marred by militia
violence.Julio Pérez, the mayor of the
Chiapas town of Pantelho, said the
killings happened there Friday, and
called it “a massacre.” Two warring
militia groups suspected of being
backed by drug cartels have been
battling for control of the town.

killings in which hitmen have wiped
out entire families in Mexico.On
Sunday, gunmen burst into a home in
the north-central state of Guanajuato
and killed four women and two

New China rules allow detention of foreigners in South China Sea

SHANGA. New Chinese coast guard

rules took effect Saturday, under which
it can detain foreigners for trespassing
in the disputed South China Sea, where
neighbours and the G7 have accused
Beijing of intimidation and coercion.

of the South China Sea, brushing

aside competing claims from
several Southeast Asian nations
including the Philippines and an .
international ruling that its .
stance has no legal basis.China
deploys coast guard and other
boats to patrol the waters and has
turned several reefs into
militarised artificial islands.
Chinese and Philippine vessels
have had a series of
confrontations in disputed
areas.From Saturday, China's coast
guard can detain foreigners "suspected
of violating management of border
entry and exit", according to the new
regulations published online.

"complicated cases", they say.

China's territorial waters and the

children.Both Chiapas, which shares a
border with Guatemala,
Guanajuato have been hit by bloody
gang turf battles in recent years.

Local media reported that the gunmen
entered the home in the city of Leon in
Guanajuato looking for a male member
of the family. When they found out he
had already fled, they killed the women
and children.The Guanajuato killings
have drawn special attention because
surveillance camera footage showed

adjacent
detained."Manila has accused the
Chinese coast guard of "barbaric and
inhumane behaviour"
Philippine vessels, and President
Ferdinand Marcos said last month
called the new rules a "very

worrisome"
Guard vessels have used water cannon
against Philippine boats multiple times
in the contested waters.There have also
been collisions that injured Filipino
troop.Philippine military chief General
Romeo Brawner told reporters on
Friday that authorities in Manila were
"discussing a number of steps to be
undertaken in order for us to protect

by lawmakers with 283 votes.

The deal between two sharply antagonistic

parties is the most momentous political
shift in South Africa since Nelson
Mandela led the ANC to victory in the
1994 election that marked the end of
apartheid.It will once again be a privilege
and pleasure to serve this great nation ...
(as) president," the 71-year-old leader
said in a speech to parliament, describing
the coming government as an era of hope
and inclusivity."That a number of parties
that had opposed each other.. have
decided to work together to deliver this
result has given a new birth, a new era to
our country," he said.The ANC lost its
majority for the first time in an election on
May 29 and spent two weeks in talks with
other parties that went down to the wire
on Friday morning as the new parliament
was convening in Cape Town.

"Today is a historic day for our country,"
DA leader John Steenhuisen said.

"And I think it is the start of a new chapter ...
of us putting our country, ... its interests
and its future first."The National
Assembly had earlier elected a DA

and

waters may be

against

escalation.China Coast

five National Guard officers entering
the home five minutes before the
killings took place. They left the home
carrying a large black plastic bag just
before the killers arrived.On Friday,
President Andrés Manuel L3pez
Obrador said five officers of the quasi-
military National Guard had been
detained for breaches of military
discipline, and were in the custody of
the Defense Department, but he
refused to give more details on the case.

our fishermen".Philippine fishermen
were told "not to be afraid, but just to
go ahead with their normal activities to
fish there in our Exclusive Economic

Seven bloc on Friday criticised what it
called "dangerous" incursions by

and the Philippines have raised fears of
a wider conflict over the sea that could
involve the United States and other
allies.Trillions of dollars in ship-borne
trade passes through the South China
Sea annually, and huge unexploited oil
and gas deposits are believed to lie
under its seabed, though estimates vary
greatly.

lawmaker as deputy speaker, after
choosing an ANC politician as speaker -
the first concrete instance of power
sharing between the two parties.

ong seen as unbeatable in national elections,
the ANC lost support in recent years as
voters wearied of persistently high levels
of poverty, inequality and crime, rolling
power cuts and corruption in party ranks.

The DA's entry into national government is
a watershed moment for a country still
processing the legacy of the racist
colonial and apartheid regimes.

The party wants to scrap some of the ANC's
Black empowerment programmes,
saying they have not worked and have

mostly benefited a politically-
connected elite. It says good
governance and a strong economy
would benefit all South Africans.For
that reason, some ANC politicians have
expressed hostility to the presence of
the DA in the government. The hard-left
Economic Freedom Fighters, which
captured nearly 10% of the vote,
meanwhile accused it of representing
the interests of the privileged white
minority - a charge the DA strongly
disputes."We do not agree to this
marriage of convenience to consolidate
the white monopoly power over the
economy and the means of production,”
EFF leader Julius Malema said in a
speech in parliament after Ramaphosa's
election. We refuse to sell out."

Others took a less dismal view of the new

racial dynamics."The ANC was also
failing. They need a partner so they can
rise again. DA is mostly white people so if
they came together we can have more
power and maybe a lot can change, even
jobs could be created," Bongani Msibi, 38,
astreet vendor in Soweto.

South Florida at risk of 'life-

threatening' floods as
torrential rain continues

Florida, US,UPDATED: More torrential
downpours deluged South Florida on Thursday,
adding to more than a foot (30 cm) of rain that fell
on parts of the state this week and leading
forecasters to issue flood watches or warnings
for an area where 8 million people reside. Some
areas, including portions of Broward and Miami-
Dade counties, were at risk of "life-threatening
flooding," as water built up on roadways and
lapped up against thresholds of homes, the
National Weather Service said.

A few spots have reported up to 18-to-25 inches

(46-t0-63.5 cm) of rain since Monday, said Bob

Oravec, a forecaster with the service's Weather
Prediction Center in College Park,
Maryland.More torrential downpours deluged
South Florida on Thursday, adding to more thana
foot (30 cm) of rain that fell on parts of the state
this week and leading forecasters to issue flood
watches or warnings for an area where 8 million
people reside.

Some areas, including portions of Broward and
Miami-Dade counties, were at risk of "life-
threatening flooding," as water built up on
roadways and lapped up against thresholds of
homes, the National Weather Service said.

A few spots have reported up to 18-to-25 inches
(46-t0-63.5 cm) of rain since Monday, said Bob
Oravec, a forecaster with the service's Weather

Prediction Center in College Park,

China in the waterway.We
oppose China's militarisation,
and coercive and intimidation
activities in the South China
Sea," read a G7 statement at the
end of a summit on Friday.

G7 criticism

The South China Sea is a vital
waterway, where Vietnam,
Malaysia and Brunei also have
overlapping claims in some
parts.Most recently, however,
confrontations between China

Maryland.Even though the system is not

expected to strengthen into a tropical storm, it

could be a wet prelude to what is expected to be a

busy hurricane season, which began on June 1.

Zone", Brawner said.The Group of With another five inches of rain possible before
Friday night, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis
declared a state of emergency for five South
Florida Counties late on Wednesday.

Media reports and social media posts showed
stalled cars and people trying to wade in streets
covered in hip-deep water, or paddling in small
boats and kayaks. In some areas, water has
swamped lawns and pushed up to the front doors
ofhouses and other buildings.

Parts of Interstate 95, a main north-south route
along the East Coast, were closed due to flooding
on Wednesday."The problem is that there is no
place for the rain to go", said Oravec. "The
ground is so saturated. In some places, water is
rising up from the sewers".In nearby Fort
Lauderdale, Mayor Dean Trantalis declared a
city-wide emergency due to flooding. He said the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission was
sending boats and high-water vehicles to assist
any rescues if

Trantalis urged people to stay off roadways. "It's
crucial to never attempt to drive through high
water", he warned in a message on the X social
media platform.

PM meets Zelenskyy at G7, assures support
for peaceful solution to Ukraine conflict

Bari,UPDATED. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday conveyed to
Ukranian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy during a meeting that India
would continue to do everything within
its means to support a peaceful solution to
the Ukraine conflict and that the way to
peace is through "dialogue and
diplomacy".

The upcoming Swiss peace conference for
Ukraine also figured in the Modi-
Zelenskyy talks held on the margins of
the G7 summit in Italy's Apulia and the
Ukranian president thanked the prime
minister for sending a high-level
delegation to the conclave over the
weekend in Switzerland.During the
meeting, Modi told Zelenskyy that India
believes in a "human-centric" approach
to find a solution to the conflict in
Ukraine."We are very hopeful that the
federal courts will have a chance to hold
the FDA accountable for its unlawful
actions in removing these long-standing
safeguards for women," Hawley said.In a
poston'X', the Ukranian president said he
and Modi talked about the Peace Summit
and issues on its agenda and that he
thanked the Indian prime minister for
sending a high-level delegation to it.

Pavan Kapoor, Secretary (West) in the

Ministry of External Affairs will lead the
Indian delegation at the Peace Summit,
officials said.Modi described the meeting
with the Ukranian president as "very
productive" and said India is eager to
"further cement" bilateral relations with
Ukraine.

"Had a very productive meeting with
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. India is
eager to further cement bilateral relations
with Ukraine," Modi said on 'X".

"Regarding the ongoing hostilities,
reiterated that India believes in a human-
centric approach and believes that the
way to peace is through dialogue and

diplomacy," he said.The Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) said Modi and
Zelenskyy exchanged views on the
situation in Ukraine and the upcoming
Peace Summit in Switzerland."The prime
minister conveyed that India continues to
encourage peaceful resolution of the
conflict through dialogue and diplomacy,
and reiterated that India would continue
to do everything within its means to
support a peaceful solution," it said.

It said Modi thanked President Zelenskyy
for his warm wishes on his assuming
office for the third term."We discussed
the development of bilateral relations and
trade, in particular in the context of the

Black Sea export corridor functioning,"
Zelenskyy said on 'X'.c"We explored the
possibility of exchanging experience in
the use of new technologies in
agriculture," he said.

"We also talked about the Global Peace
Summit and issues on its agenda. I thank
Prime Minister Modi for sending a high-
level delegation to the Summit.," the
Ukranian president said.Switzerland is
hosting several global leaders on June 15
and 16 in an attempt to chart a roadmap
for brining peace to Ukraine. The Indian
delegation at the summit is expected to be
headed by a senior diplomat.External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal the two leaders reviewed bilateral
relationship and exchanged views on
situation in Ukraine.In a post on "X, the
Ukranian president said he and Modi
talked about the Peace Summit and issues
on its agenda and that he thanked the
Indian prime minister for sending a high-
level delegation to it.Pavan Kapoor,

Secretary (West) in the Ministry of

External Affairs will lead the Indian
delegation at the Peace Summit, officials
said.Modi described the meeting with the
Ukranian president as "very productive"
and said India is eager to "further cement"
bilateral relations with Ukraine."Had a

very productive meeting with President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. India is eager to
further cement bilateral relations with
Ukraine," Modi said on'X'".

"Regarding the ongoing hostilities,
reiterated that India believes in a human-
centric approach and believes that the
way to peace is through dialogue and
diplomacy," he said.The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said Modi and
Zelenskyy exchanged views on the
situation in Ukraine and the upcoming
Peace Summit in Switzerland."The prime
minister conveyed that India continues to
encourage peaceful resolution of the
conflict through dialogue and diplomacy,
and reiterated that India would continue
to do everything within its means to
support a peaceful solution," it said.It said
Modi thanked President Zelenskyy for
his warm wishes on his assuming office
for the third term."We discussed the
development of bilateral relations and
trade, in particular in the context of the
Black Sea export corridor functioning,"
Zelenskyy said on 'X"."We explored the
possibility of exchanging experience in
the use of new technologies in
agriculture," he said."We also talked
about the Global Peace Summit and
issues on its agenda.
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Mark Wood hopes Mitchell
Marsh's team will play the

'Australian way' vs Scotland

New Delhi. England fast bowler Mark Wood
has hoped that Mitchell Marsh’s Australia
will play the ‘Australian way’ in their final
group-stage match in the T20 World Cup
2024 against Scotland. Wood’s comments
come ahead of his team’s match against
Namibia in the tournament. Speaking at the
pre-match press conference, Wood hoped
that Australia would beat Scotland, which
would help England’s chances of qualifying
for the Super 8 stage.The T20 World Cup
2024 saw a mini-controversy earlier this
week, when Josh Hazlewood said that
Australia losing to Scotland would help the
team in the latter stages of the tournament, as
the by-product of the loss will result in
England getting knocked out of the
tournament. England’s chances dangle by
the thread at the moment, as they not only
have to beat Namibia in their final game but
also have to depend on Australia not
intentionally going soft against
Scotland.Asked about Hazlewood’s

comments, Wood said that it was just some
classic England vs Australia banter and
hoped that Mitchell Marsh's side would play
the game with all honesty.“I think that's part
of being England and Australia, isn't it? I
think actually I saw it more as a respect
thing, if I'm honest, that he was saying that
England have done well against Australia in
the recent past and thinks we're a big threat
and a big team so [ have no problem with it,”
Wood said at the pre-match press
conference.“I'm absolutely confident they'll
play the game the hardest, that's the
Australian way, that they'll play hard but fair
and try and get the win,” he further added.

WHAT HAPPENS IF AUSTRALIA LOSE
WILLINGLY

Australia are going to be the king-maker in
Group B as they play Scotland in their final
group-stage game. In case Australia lose to
Scotland, the latter will qualify with 7 points
to their name (highest in Group B), and in
case Australia win, Scotland will tie with
England on points - 5. England have the
superior NRR at the moment and would
qualify for the Super 8 stages.Australia fast-
bowler Josh Hazlewood was asked about the
NRR calculations after the team's win
against Namibia. Hazlewood cheekily
mentioned that Australia would love for
England to get knocked out from the T20
World Cup, as it would serve the team's best
interests.

Aiden Markram wants
South Africa to learn
after narrow win vs

Nep(II: NOI near our best New Delhi Germany boss

Aiden Markram said that South Africa were
far from their best when they faced Nepal in
a thrilling Group D encounter in the T20
World Cup. On Saturday, the Proteas beat
Rohit Paudel’s team by 1 run at the Arnos
Vale Ground in Kingstown, St Vincent.
After being asked to bat first, South Africa
scored 115 for the loss of 7 wickets on the
back of Reeza Hendricks’ 43-run knock in
challenging conditions.

Nepal were in the hunt for the most part of the
run-chase before falling short. Tabraiz
Shamsi finished with figures of 4-0-19-4
and helped his team snatch victory from the
jaws of defeat. After the game, Markram
said that his team will be looking to get
better after somehow getting over the finish
line against Nepal.South Africa vs Nepal,

T20 World Cup Highlights

“Very grateful to have got the win, we were
not near our best tonight. Reflecting back
on the game over the next few days, there
will be a lot of learnings for us. We have a
good pace attack and you want to back that.
I'thought if we got the ball in the right areas,
it would be challenging for the batters. In
hindsight, we should have picked another
spinner,” Markram said in the post-match
presentation ceremony.Markram also had
words of praise for Nepal, who fell short of
securing their maiden win over a Test-
playing nation in the history of the T20
World Cup.

“First and foremost, the way [Nepal] bowled
it made it really tough for us. They put us
under a lot of pressure. And maybe there
was not enough conviction in our plans,”
Markram added. With the win, South Africa
finished on top of the table in their group
with 8 points and a net run rate of +0.470
thanks to wins in all 4 of their matches.

120 World Cup: Tabraiz Shamsi stars as

South

120 World Cup 2024: Aiden
Markram’s South Africa
survived a huge scare after
heating Nepal by 1 run in St
Vincent to finish with wins in
all matches in the group stage.

New Delhi.

South Africa survived a huge
scare after beating Nepal by 1 run in a T20
World Cup 2024 Group D match. On
Saturday, June 15 at the Arnos Vale Ground
in Kingstown, St Vincent, the Proteas
snatched victory from the jaws of defeat
after a roller-coaster ride. With their fourth
win in the group stage, Aiden Markram and
Co. finished on top of the table.

Nepal, in the meantime, would not be able to

make their way through to the Super 8
despite their whole-hearted efforts. It also
means that Najmul Hossain Shanto’s
Bangladesh and Scott Edwards’ Netherlands
will be competing for the other spot from
their group. Sri Lanka were earlier knocked

Scotland batter Michael Leask
looked confident ahead of their must-win
encounter against Australia as he
described it as a "one hell of an
opportunity." Scotland would look to
script history as they stand a chase to
qualify for the Super 8 stage of the T20
World Cup 2024. Australia, who have
already advanced to the next stage, will
face Scotland at the Darren Sammy
National Cricket Stadium, St Lucia on
June 16, Sunday. If Scotland manage to
beat Australia, they will make it to Super 8.
Their win would also mean that the
defending champions England will also be
knocked out of the tournament.

The Group B will witness England up

against the already eliminated Namibia on
June 15. A win for England will keep them
afloat in the tournament. However, after
England's emphatic win against Oman,
they boosted their net-run-rate to +3.081,
which is superior to Scotland's +2.164. If
England win, they will equal Scotland's
points tally of 5. If Scotland lose, England
will make it to the next stage, owing to a
better net-run-rate.Leask realised the

out after Shanto’s Tigers beat the Dutch.

South Africa vs Nepal, T20 World Cup

Highlights

After being put in to bat first, the Proteas

huffed and puffed their way to scoring 115
against Nepal. Barring Reeza Hendricks,
most of the South African batters struggled
to get going. Hendricks scored 43 runs off 49

importance of the crunch game against
Australia and was eager to take on one of
the best teams of the tournament.

"It's a must-win game, always has been. |

think we knew coming into this game it
would be. We expect England to play well
in the group, and that's exactly what
they've done. Look, England had two
tough games to play and they've played the
first one very well. We always knew this

balls with 5 fours and a six before Dipendra
Singh Airee accounted for his wicket. Airee
made life tough for the opposition batters
with figures of 4-0-21-3.

It was Tristan Stubbs’ unbeaten 27 off 18 that

helped South Africa post 115 for 7 on the
board. Kushal Bhurtel also had a dream day
after he had figures of 4-0-19-4. Sandeep

One hell of an opportunity: Michael Leask as Scotland eye Super 8 spot

New Delhi.

was going to be a must-win game for us
and look, it's a hell of an opportunity for us
to go and play really good cricket and take
on one of the best in the world," Leask said

Scotland have been brilliant in the

tournament so far. After their washout
game against England, they went onto
defeat Oman as well as Namibia.

It would be a tough way"
Leask felt that it would be a huge moment if

Scotland make it to the Super 8 stage. He
exuded confidence and said that Scotland
would bring their best game against the
2021 T20 World Cup champions.

"[ think it'd be an incredibly proud moment

for Scottish cricket if we did progress to
the Super 8s. And look, let's not beat
around the bush. It would be the tough
way. We know we're going to have to beat
Australia. So, I think that would make it
extra special for us, knowing that we've
played an incredibly good game of cricket,
taking on the best in the world, beat the
best in the world to progress. And I think
come, we're going to have to bring our A
game and take them on," Leask added.

Germuny hoss Jullun Nagelsmann happy
with 'first step, wary of Hungury threat

Julian Nagelsmann said
he was happy to see his
side take the first step
after their thumping win
over Scotland in Euros
2024 on June 14, but was
also wary of the threat
possessed by Hungary in
their next game in the
group stage. Germany
got off to the best
possible start as they |
hammered Scotland 5- §
1.Speaking after the win,
Nagelsmann said he was
hoping that his side can
build on the win and was
very happy with the performance. The
German boss said his side made no mistakes
in the first 20 minutes and they were
dominant and very aggressive.Even though
today was only the first step, it was a very
good one. We can build on this and we're
very happy," he said after Germany's
triumphant start to the campaign in
Munich.Even though today was only the
first step, it was a very good one. We can
build on this and we're very happy," he said

after Germany's triumphant start to the
campaign in Munich.It's great that we
scored several goals, it gives everyone a
good feeling," he said. "In the first 20
minutes we were extremely good, we were
very dominant and very aggressive, we
made no mistakes."Hungary is an
unpleasant opponent

Germany will next play Hungary on 19 June in

their next game and Nagelsmann hailed
them as an 'unpleasant opponent.'

"Hungary is an unpleasant
opponent, difficult to
prepare for, they sometimes
have a wild build-up and are
difficult to tackle. A very
unpleasant team," said
Nagelsmann.

Nagelsmann also praised
Jamal Musiala for his
performance on the day. The
youngster had a big impact
on the game, as he scored a
goal as well. The German
boss said that you don't need
to tell Musiala what to do as
he just goes out and does
it. When you see Jamal, you
don't tell him what to do, he

can just do it. He played an exceptionally

good game today. He had an enormous
influence," said Nagelsmann.

Nagelsmann also said that his side cannot

afford to slow down now after the win and
should look for another 3 points to ensure
they get out of the group."l am far from
being a warning voice. It makes little sense
to slow down too much now," said
Nagelsmann.

Africa edge past resilient Nepal

Lamichhane, who played his first game in
the ongoing tournament, could not make
a breakthrough, but bowled at an
economy rate 0f4.50.

T20 World Cup Coverage | Points Table |
T20 World Cup 2024 Schedule | Player
Stats

Shamsi saves the day for South Africa

Bhurtel and Aasif Sheikh laid the platform
for Nepal in their run-chase with a
partnership of 35 runs. Aasif was
stupendous after he scored 42 runs off 49
balls with the help of 4 fours and 1 six.
Rohit Paudel got out cheaply, but Aasif
and Anil Sah put on 50 runs for the third
wicket to put Nepal in a position of
command.With Nepal needing 30 runs
off 38 balls, they looked in cruise control.
But then, Tabraiz Shamsi stepped up for
the Proteas big time and got four crucial
wickets o finish with figures of 4-0-19-4.
Nepal dragged the game to the last over

where they were left with 8 runs to get.
Gulshan Jha smacked Ottneil Baartman for a
four, but the boundary was not enough for
Nepal. Jha failed to complete a single in the
last ball and was run out at the non-striker’s
end as South Africa won by the barest of
margins.

Wasim Akram takes dig at Pakistan
after T20 World Cup exit: EK 601
to Duba, then home

New Delhi. Former Pakistan cricketer Wasim
Akram took a dig at the Pakistan team as he
revealed their plans after the T20 World Cup
2024 exit. The Pakistan team has been
eliminated from the tournament in the
Group stage itself. The inclement weather at
Lauderhill in Florida meant that points were
split between Ireland and the USA. Hence,
the USA team has created history as they
have qualified for the Super 8 stage of the
tournament in their very first T20 World
Cup appearance.Akram congratulated the
USA team for making it to the next stage of
the marquee tournament as they have also
sealed their berth for the T20 World Cup
2026 as well. He also took a dig at the
Pakistan team and went onto say that
Pakistan's next plan should board the flight
back home. Pakistan's torrid tournament
was marked by a hasty exit, all thanks to the
gloomy skies of Florida.

"Yeah, absolutely. And congratulations to
Team USA. They've done amazingly well
when you talk about globalisation of the
game. This is it USA qualifying for Super
Eights. They deserve to be there. They had
beaten Pakistan in the round match. So they
are there. And for Pakistan was the plan EK
601 to Dubai and then to the respective
cities. And then we see what happens from
there onwards," Akram said in a video
posted by the ICC on their social media
handle.

Pakistan's poor performance in T20 World
Cup

Pakistan's only win so far in the tournament
has been against Canada. They will also
face Ireland in the Group A match on June
16, Sunday at Lauderhill in Florida.
However, the flashflood warnings and the
rainy weather conditions might not let the
game happen. The former Pakistan players
have come down heavily on captain Babar
Azam, for his own form as well as the team's
overall performance. This is the earliest
Pakistan have ever been knocked out of a
T20 World Cup, having played just 3 games
before their fate was sealed.

Will Australia make major changes for Scotland
clash Vice-captain Matthew Wade reacts

Matthew Wade has hinted that
Australia could make a few
changes to their lineup for the
game against Scotland on June 16.
Wade feels they could give the
chance to players who could be
important in the remainder of the

campaign.

"Potentially. No, I'm not sure on the

Australia vice-captain Matthew Wade has said

that they could make a few changes to their
lineup for the clash against Scotland on June
16, Sunday. The Aussies have already
booked their spot in the Super 8s, but the
match still has a lot of importance in the
context of Group B. Both Scotland and
England are chasing the final spot in the

group to the Super 8s.A lot of
discussion has been about
Australia's team lineup for the
game, with Josh Hazlewood
having hinted earlier they could try
to help Scotland and knockout
England. Wade, while talking at
the press conference, said that
there could be a few changes, with
players like Cameron Green and
Ashton Agar potentially getting a
chance before the Super 8s stage.

11 whether or not some guys will
have a rest. We haven't been in this
position before, so I'm sure it'll be
spoken about to maybe get some
games into the guys that potentially might
play down the road Green and Agar those
guys may play a role as the tournament goes
on so yeah, I'm sure to be spoken about
whether or not the guys pull the trigger and

go for it, I'm not sure, but we'll wait and see
tomorrow I suppose," said Wade.T20 World
Cup Coverage | Points Table | T20 World
Cup 2024 Schedule | Player Stats
Australia playing the way we want to play
Wade said that the team is enjoying their run so

far and claimed that they're focussed
on the process. The Aussie vice-
captain said it has been pleasing to
see the team playing the way they
want."Yeah, we're having a good
time. We're like, this environment
now is, we're not a result driven
team, we're more about the process
and going away, going about it the
way that we want to play in big
tournaments and that's what we're
doing, that's the pleasing thing.
Yeah, the results are great and it's
good to have a few wins, but more
pleasing that we're going out, we're
executing, we're playing the way
that we want to play. Whether or not,
you know, we'll be on the other side of it at
some stage, I'm sure. And it's more about
reflecting on what we're doing and how
we're going about it rather than the Xs and
O’s, Isuppose," said Wade.
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CHEATING Trader In Gold Scheme

B ollywood actress Shilpa Shetty and her businessman husband Raj Kundra

B have landed in fresh trouble. The couple has now been accused of cheating a
‘ trader in a gold scheme. As reported by NDTV, bullion trader Prithviraj
"y Saremal Kothari has moved to the Mumbai Sessions Court demanding action
' against Shilpa and Raj.Reportedly, Kothari has alleged that Shilpa and Raj
orchestrated a scheme under their company and asked traders to invest in it,
promising lucrative returns on gold investments. The scheme was named
‘Satyug Gold’ and allegedly assured investors of gold delivery at a fixed rate
irrespective of market fluctuations.Kothari claimed that he invested in the
scene but did not receive the promised gold upon reaching the maturity date
on April 2, 2019. He further claimed that he invested over Rs 90 lakh in the
scheme. Kothari also submitted a cover letter signed by Shilpa Shetty and an
invoice issued by Satyug Gold Private Limited in court to support his
allegations. The court has now ordered Mumbai police officials to
investigate the case.his is not the first time that Shilpa and Raj have landed in
legal trouble. In April this year, ED seized Raj Kundra’s properties worth Rs
97.79 crore. The
attached properties
lude a residential
Mumbai’s Juhu,
me of his wife
etty. Another
1s a residential
in Pune and
res in the name of
L the ED said.
aid in a statement
mbai zonal office
sionally attached
¢ and movable
of Kundra under
yvisions of the
‘ention of Money
indering Act (PMLA),
)2, It was alleged that
ndra along with others
ected huge amounts of
in the form of
s (worth Rs 6,600
¢ in 2017) from the “gullible public with the false promises of 10 per cent per
th return in the form of bitcoins™.
the couple issued a statement via their lawyer and argued that they were ready
poperate with the concerned authorities. They hoped for “fair investigation”
stated that they had full faith in the Indian judiciary system.In 2021, Raj
ndra was also arrested in connection to the alleged creation and uploading of
rnographic films on mobile applications. He was granted bail after almost two
jonths.

Farida Jalal

Reveals Akshay Kumar Reads Dialogues Off
White Board On Set: 'Pehle Aisa Nahi Tha’

ﬁ kshay Kumar, a highly successful Bollywood superstar, is renowned for his strong work ethic. Many of his close

associates have commented on his punctuality and ability to work swifily on set. In order to maintain such efficiency,

he follows certain practices. Recently, veteran actor Farida Jalal unveiled one of these methods, mentioning that
Akshay reads his lines from a whiteboard placed behind the camera during shoots.Farida Jalal, who has worked alongside
Akshay in multiple films, confirmed actor Bhumi Pednekar’s statement about Akshay’s unique approach to dialogues. She
mentioned that this wasn’t always the case, indicating a shift in his working style over time, **Pehle aisa nahi tha (he was not
like that before),” she stated.

he actress further revealed, “I have done so many films with him. Elaan, Aflatoon, Dil To Pagal Hai, he was not like that at all.

Ab ho gaya, he’s done so many films, won so many awards, he has (learnt and

said) so many dialogues. Ab hota hai (it happens), give him that much,

otherwise he is so perfect. How he does it? It is a talent that you don’t come to
know that he is reading out his dialogues.Hats off to him, I won’t be able to do
it. I would never be able to read the dialogues and act at the same time, but he
manages and does it well. Give it to the man, very good, kya baat hai (that’s
great).” Akshay Kumar’s co-star Bhumi Pednekar, who shared the screen with
him in ‘Toilet: Ek Prem Katha® and ‘Raksha Bandhan’, previously shed
light on Akshay’s unique method of using cue cards for his dialogue
delivery. Bhumi emphasized that Akshay’s ability to seamlessly
incorporate this practice into his acting was a testament to his skill
and considered it an art form. She clarified that although Akshay
does memorize his lines in advance, he utilizes cue cards during
filming. According to Bhumi, Akshay explained that this helps him stay present in the moment, revealing an
interesting aspect of his acting process.

At 75, Farida Jalal’s illustrious career boasts iconic roles as a mother figure to Bollywood superstars Shah
Rukh Khan and Salman Khan. She portrayed Shah Rukh Khan’s mother in beloved classics such as
Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge and Kuch Hota Hai, endearing herself to audiences with her heartfelt
performances.

Her on-screen magic wasn’t limited to just one Khan; Farida also shared memorable moments with
Salman Khan in films like Jab Pyaar Kisise Hota Hai and Dulhan Hum Le Jayenge. Her performances
alongside these leading men have left an indelible mark on Bollywood, showcasing her versatility and
timeless talent.
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Natasa Shares Shocking Cryptic Post
Amid Hardik Pandya Split Rumours:
'l Can't Wait Until Morals...

ricketer Hardik Pandya’s wife, Natasa

Stankovic, has once again shared a

shocking cryptic post on her Instagram
story amid the ongoing rumours about their
alleged separation. Natasa on Thursday took to
her social media account to share a quote by
acclaimed Hollywood actor Denzel
Washington.“With so many things coming
back in style, I can’t wait until moral, respect
and intelligence become a trend again,” read
the quote shared by Natasa on her Instagram
story.Natasa on Wednesday shared some
*happy moments” with son Agastya Pandya on
her official Instagram account. The actress
shared a series of photos and videos of her
candid moments with her son. In the first
picture, Agastya can be seen holding her mom
close as they take a nap together. Another photo
shows Natasa taking a mirror selfie in the
elevator. She also posted a video of her son
doing push-ups, while another video showed
her doing dance workout in the gym.Sharing
the post, Natasa wrote, “Some happy
moments.” On the other hand, Hardik Pandya
debuted his new haircut as he gave a glimpse of
the same on his Instagram story.Natasa
Stankovic and Hardik Pandya’s divorce
rumours have been making headlines for a long
time now. The couple has not issued any official
statement regarding the same as of now.

Last week, Natasa posted a selfie on her
Instagram, showing her enjoying a cup of black
tea. She can be seen donning a white shirt with a
blue scarf, as she smiled for the camera. She
wrote, “Hi(with a white heart emoji)”. In the
second slide, one can see Natasa holding a cup
of black tea. She wrote, “Drinking (black tea
emoji) while in the car wearing full white
clothes(with smile emojis and folded hands
emojis).” She also asked her followers, “Will |
spill the tea?”’Former Bigg Boss contestant and
dancer Natasa Stankovic has been married to
cricketer Hardik Pandya since May 31, 2020.
The couple renewed their wedding vows
according to the Hindu and Christian rituals in
February 2023,

Newlyweds Millie Bobby Brown
And Jake Bongiovi Coffee Run
Is P_acked With PDA B
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I ove is in the air for the newly wedded
couple Milliec Bobby Brown and Jake
Bongiovi. The duo recently got spotted
for the first time nearly three weeks after
getting married. As Millie and Jake went out
for a coffee, their pictures made it to the
Internet, creating a stir among fans. The
romantic snapshots showcased the married
couple taking a stroll in New York City and
sharing a steamy kiss in between laughs.he
Stranger Things star and the model were
dressed in a sporty style for their casual day
out. While Brown effortlessly rocked a deep V-
neck white tank top with yellow shorts and
white gym shoes, her husband Jake Bongiovi
complemented her well in a white T-shirt and
blue shorts. He elevated his look with a
baseball hat in the shades of green and white
and also wore a pair of white gym shoes.

In case you missed it, Millie and Jake said ‘I do’
to each other just a few weeks ago. Reports
suggest the lovebirds exchanged wedding
vows in an intimate ceremony attended by
close friends and family members. According
to The Sun, the couple opted for a low-key yet
romantic celebration.A source close to the
couple, during an interaction with the portal,
revealed, “It was a very low-key, romantic
affair with their closest family with them as
they said their vows.” That’s not all. Millie and
Jack are planning to host a star-studded
ceremony later this year,

The beginning of Millie and Jake’s relationship
can be traced back to 2021 when the couple
made it Instagram official through a
wholesome post. Subsequently, they were seen
making appearances at various events together
including the BAFTA Film Awards and the
premiere of Millie’s show on Netflix.It was in
2023 when Millie referred to Jake as her
“partner for life.” This was followed by a
dreamy proposal from her husband a few
months later. The Stranger Things star broke
the news of her engagement on Instagram with
the caption, “I’ve loved you three summers
now, honey, | want 'emall.”
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