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Cricketers as marasis

There’s self-deprecating humour, and then there’s
other-deprecating humour. The former may lay
bare deep insecurities, but it’s deemed acceptable
because it hurts none; other-deprecating humour,
however, can and will cause hurt and anger,
especially if done in public.Marasis — Punjab’s
rustic comedians — indulge in other-deprecating
humour; they make fun of people’s facial
features, body shape, handicaps.

Where does humour lie? In prose and on the stage,
it’s often found in exaggeration; in the world of
marasis, humour lies in lampooning and deriding
and mocking others, and often the frailties that
they can’t do anything about — such as short
stature or a limp or crooked teeth.

Kamran Akmal, the former Pakistan cricketer, was
in the role of a marasi when he cracked a 12
o’clock joke about Arshdeep Singh, the India and
Punjab pace bowler, when India played Pakistan
inthe T20 World Cup in New York.

Now, we’ve all heard such jokes — Sikh friends
have related these with relish, too. There isno one
rule that fits all situations of humour, but such
jokes are often alright among friends in a private
sphere; but in public, and coming from a stranger,
such jokes become offensive — an other-
deprecating taunt likely to cause anger.

Cricketers learn to grow a thick skin, for they’ve
heard all sorts of abuse from their opponents.
Such harsh and cruel words, though, are often
spoken in the heat of the moment, on the field of
play. When a cricketer-analyst passes
inappropriate jokes on live television, it’s nothing
but crass jeering, betraying a lack of sensitivity
and good taste.But then, in a region — including
India and Pakistan — where an amputee could be
referred to as tunda, a man with a squint called
bhainga to his face, and a dark-skinned person
nicknamed kalu, it would be too much to expect a
man like Akmal to be oversensitive. Add to it the
state-sponsored hate for the minorities in
Pakistani schoolbooks, and you can well believe
that Akmal is a victim, too, and what he said about
Arshdeep was quite inevitable.Maybe it’s
because we in Punjab have similar
marasi/comedian culture, our own Navjot Singh
Sidhu, humour king on TV, can laugh at people’s
appearance on reality shows. A few years ago, he
had this to say about the Bangladeshi team: “Jo
kangal, behal Bangladesh tha, woh khushhaal aur
maalamaal...” This caused resentment in
Bangladesh, as did his comment likening the
team to “cockroaches” that can’t fly. Sidhu’s
coarse humour may have raised some laughs, but
such humour is clearly offensive and
inappropriate. Between crass humour and
extreme political correctness, there’s much
territory on which humour can flourish —middle
ground that Akmal and Sidhu can occupy,
removing their marasi hats. Givingup
boorishness isn’t a bad idea.When Hardik met
Natasa, sparks flew; he liked her face, she liked
his style, and love blossomed. It was 2018, and in
2020, they were married — cricketer Hardik
Pandya and Natasa Stankovic, an actress and
model from Serbia.

But in between was 2019, too, when Pandya put his
foot in the mouth in a big way — in a TV
interview, he boasted about his adventures with
multiple women, saying this about his method of
picking them up: “At a party, my parents asked
me, ‘Achcha tera wala (women) kaun sa hai,’ so [
said, “Yeh, yeh, yeh (pointing out women)’... And
they were like ‘waah, proud of you beta!”*T like
to watch and observe how they move” Pandya
said, adding that he paid particular attention to
“the backside”. Pandya and KL Rahul — also
part of the interview, but much more restrained —
were criticised for being misogynists. It could be
argued that Pandya didn’t bring forth his
misogyny — dislike for women; it was philogyny
— love for women, instead. But it was peppered
with deep contempt for them — due to their easy
availability, added to his upbringing in a
patriarchal society.Anyone who has covered
cricket tours would testify that hundreds of young
women practically throw themselves on
cricketers all the time; during the IPL parties in
Lalit Modi’s era, stories of casual after-match
trysts were legion. If the young Pandya, among
others, succumbed to temptation, how much can
he be blamed?As for him and Natasa, love seems
to have soured; she got married to him despite his
crassness. Speculation now centres round how
much of his wealth would she be entitled to if they
getdivorced—asordid end to love.

The formidable Joseph Campbell’s immense body of
work covered mythology, religion and belief
systems. His writings provided substantial insights
into the human experience and its behaviour. He
once wrote, “Every myth is psychologically
symbolic. Its narratives and images are to be read,
therefore, not literally, but as metaphors.”

Of the many books bought by my parents when [ was
young was the obligatory ‘Tales from Akbar and
Birbal’. Akbar and his trusted courtier Birbal would
thrust and parry, and in doing so created some
wonderful stories and parables. Some may be
fiction, some may be fantasy and some may be
outright lies. Be it so. They, however, are simply
delightful. In one story, Akbar packs Birbal off to
search for the most beautiful child in the kingdom.
Birbal returns and asks the Emperor to accompany
him. Hiding behind a bush, they see a small child
come out of a hut. Akbar angrily whispers in his ear,
“You have brought me to see this? This must be the
ugliest child in my kingdom.”In moments, the
child’s mother appears and lovingly clasps the child
to her chest. She calls him the ‘most precious jewel
in the world’, her ‘piece of the moon’ and a dozen
other endearments. Akbar watches and listens
silently. Then Birbal says, “Now you know why he
is the most beautiful child in Hinustan? It is because
his mother thinks so.”

This lack of or the presence of the beauty of the child
may be transferred to other situations, to other
places and to other people. This metaphor can
become the prism to look at those that have ruled us,
and to those that shall. Each turn of history has had
its beautiful, as well as its ugly, children sitting at
the helm of affairs. With either, it is a question of
perception. My saint may be your sinner — and the other
way round. The scales that decide which is which, is
what we call ‘humanity and civilisation’.

One of the most polarising politicians of post-World War-

While the rich contribute to climate

THE somewhat muted response to the
announcement by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) to permit admissions to
higher educational institutions twice a year is
on expected lines. The switch to a biannual
admission process entails not only an
infrastructure upgrade, but a whole series of
administrative and faculty readjustments.
Since it’s a voluntary provision, a majority of
universities are likely to adopt a wait-and-
watch approach for now. UGC chairperson M
Jagadesh Kumar would be hopeful that the
scepticism is short-lived. There is merit in his
argument that the decision will offer greater
flexibility to the students and the institutions.

Students in India can now be admitted in
January-February as well as in July-August, as
is the case in most foreign universities. The
UGC chairperson feels the policy will benefit
students who missed admission due to a delay in the

Sighting King Cobra and addressing the fear factor

As wars rage on in the human world, the human kings have much to learn from these ‘principled’ kings

ENVIRONMENTAL conservation and climate issues

were consigned to oblivion by various political parties in
the recent Lok Sabha elections, despite a heatwave
sweeping through many parts of the country. Delhi is
making headlines over its drinking water crisis. The AAP
government has claimed that the Capital is facing a water
shortage of 50 million gallons per day. The most polluted
capital city in the world is struggling to cope with the
heatwave. The weather conditions have hit poor people
the hardest; they lack access to basic
needs, such as food, water, health,
housing and electricity, to fight or adapt
to heatwaves.The impact of climate
change is not the same for the rich and
the poor. Societal inequalities
exacerbate the effect of heatwaves on the
poor, whereas the rich can afford to adapt
to them. Over 80 per cent of the street
vendors surveyed in Delhi reported a jy
decline in customers amid the heatwave
in April and May, and around 50 per cent
experienced significant income loss, g
according to a report by think tank
Greenpeace India and the National
Hawker Federation.

change, it is the poor that suffer its
negative effects, such as high
temperatures or heatwaves. Rising
temperatures cause a multitude of !
problems, such as health issues, water g
scarcity and food adulteration.
Heatwave-related morbidities like
dehydration, weakness, restlessness,
headache, diarrhoea, skin rashes,
heatstroke and sleeplessness continue to affect people,
especially children, the elderly, women and those with
comorbidities.

Climate change has adversely affected the adequacy,

accessibility and affordability of drinking water, with an
increase in demand for it in Delhi. Residents, especially
those in slums, continue to grapple with water shortage.
The fundamental right to access clean water is denied
even as the government proclaims the success of the Jal
Jeevan Mission for an assured supply of rural drinking
water and the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation for the universal coverage of drinking
water supply in urban areas.Further, the past two months
have seen a high demand for climate adaptation
appliances like fans, air coolers, air conditioners and
refrigerators in India. And there has been a huge surge in
the consumption of electricity. Frequent incidents of fire
are reported amid high temperatures and a corresponding

b

announcement of board results, health issues or personal
reasons. The education regulator’s experiment of biannual

increase in the consumption of electricity to ward off the
heat. The NCR has around 750 slum settlements, housing
3,50,000 families with a total population of 20 lakh.
Poverty, sweltering heatwaves and an inadequacy of
water have worsened the living conditions of slum-
dwellers. With limited economic resilience, the poor are
unable to adapt to the climate.The poor seek relief from
the excessive heat inside their homes — which have
plastic and asbestos roofs — in open spaces like

footpaths, parks and the areas under flyovers. Children,
the elderly and women remain the hardest hit. The rich,
on the other hand, can adapt to the heatwaves, as they
have access to water and air conditioners. These
unsustainable human lifestyles and the extractive and
exploitative use of common property resources can
create problems for the common man in
India.Governments are hardly prepared to face the
greater developmental challenges posed by climate
change. There is an urgent need to economically
empower the poor to battle climate change. Sunstroke is
not treated as a natural disaster in policy forums, and
there are no rehabilitation centres or livelihood support
for the poor who suffer because of heatwaves. There is an
urgent need to assess urban climate risks for each city for
a holistic climate resilience policy in India. The urban
climate risk and vulnerability assessment — in terms of
the number of people vulnerable to climate-related

Biannual admissions

Implement in phases, ensure quality education

Do remember, you are mortal
Qur lives will pass, and if there is a statue or a road named after that passing, it has no relevance to mortal life. Humanity does

IT England was Enoch Powell. He called for an end to
migration from the Commonwealth countries to Great
Britain. In 1968, Powell made his deeply disturbing
‘Rivers of Blood’ speech which was, supposedly, the
result of the Race Relations Act introduced by the
Labour Government. The Legislation would prohibit

discrimination on grounds of race in certain aspects of
British life, especially by persons or councils denying
non-whites places of residence. The press lashed back
and The Times called it an “evil speech”.

Edward Heath, as leader of the Opposition, sacked Powell
from his Shadow Cabinet and Powell did not hold a

disasters, the damage to humans and infrastructure and

the financial support needed to rebuild — is important for

climate resilience.The system requires three kinds of
resources to fight climate change at the city level: natural

(forest and water), man-made (infrastructure) and human

(technology and employment). Without them, an

individual’s capacity for climate resilience is highly

limited. Climate resilience largely relies on the

sustainable development of cities through practices like
rainwater harvesting,
replenishing groundwater and
the conservation of urban
forests, land, biodiversity,
lakes, rivers and trees.Indian
cities lack modern and
sustainable infrastructure.
Most of the infrastructure is
old, and it cannot support the
growing demands, for
example, multimodal public
transport, 24x7 water supply,
sewage and solid waste
management, green energy,
urban housing and public
hospitals and schools.

It is also imperative to improve
the human capital through
education, technology, health,
jobs and a decline in poverty
and income inequality.
Inclusive development, such as
social protection, acts as an
insurance against climate
change. The poor need
financial, technical and

institutional support in the form of poverty reduction
programmes, social security schemes, etc, to improve
their quality of life and develop climate resilience. Indian
cities need to have institutional capacity to adapt to
climate change. Systemic wealth and income
inequalities have exacerbated the impact of climate
change on the poor.The present model of economic
development perpetuates inequalities and fails to
reallocate and redistribute resources. Economic
inequality and climate change are intricately linked to an
unequal distribution of income and resources, limiting
the economic resilience of the poor to fight climate
change. Therefore, there is an urgent need to restructure
economic and environmental governance systems to
achieve inclusive development and strike a balance
between ecological and economic stability to tackle
climate change in India.

admission for open and distance learning and
online programmes, he claims, has helped nearly
five lakh students join degree programmes without
waiting one full academic year. That’s
commendable, but what may work for online and
distance education programmes may not
necessarily turn out to be feasible for on-campus
learning.

While one would advocate keeping an open mind on
the new policy, what can’t be discounted are the
apprehensions regarding its potential impact on
educational quality. Allowing double the intake of
students without ensuring a commensurate
presence of qualified teaching staff can spell
chaos. Phased implementation, with an ample
scope for course correction, appears to be the ideal
strategy. As the UGC presses for biannual
admissions, it will have to ensure that the process
is not misused as a money-making opportunity.

The students must not lose out.

political post again. However, just a year later, a
Gallup poll placed Powell as the most ‘admired
person’ in public opinion. In later years, based on
various polls, Powell’s popularity remained and
there is a school of thought that he would have won
had he contested for political leadership. While
there are several other issues and standpoints
involved, echoes of Powell’s stance continue to the
present day; for example, Nigel Farage of the UKIP
considers Powell to be his political hero.

Somewhere parked at the back of my head, along with
other pointless clutter, is an image of ancient Rome.
I know precious little of modern Rome, far less the
ancient. But this image, which has roots in Europe’s
broader tradition, if not in reality, appears repeatedly
in art and elsewhere. In my image, a triumphant
General is returning in glory. Whoever he was sent
out to sort, has been sorted. The enemy, real or
imagined, has been conquered. Crushed.
Decimated. Rome is as triumphant as ever. The
victor’s chariot is drawn by the finest horses. The
crowds cheer him and flower petals come as thick
and fast as the arrows he fended in battle.

Standing behind the victor on the chariot is a slave.
Amidst the din of adulation, he has just one task. He
holds a crown over the victor’s head and constantly
whispers in his ear, ‘Respice post te. Hominem te
esse memento. Memento mori.” From Latin, this
roughly translates as, ‘Look after yourself.
Remember you’re aman. Remember you will die.”If
we would like to call ourselves civilised, or wish to
hold a candle to basic humanity, there is the essence
of that phrase, ‘Memento mori’ (Remember you are
mortal). Our lives will pass, and if there is a statue or

a road named after that passing, it has no relevance to

mortal life. Humanity does. This is valid for whichever

side one is cheering for — the left, the right, the pink, the
blue or, the sweet old lady, who before one steps into it,
clears her dog’s litter in the park.
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Global concerns grow over
concerns about use of Al in
news production: Reuters
study

NEW DELHI Global concerns about the use of artificial
intelligence (AI) in news production and
misinformation are growing, a report published by the
Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism found,
posing fresh challenges to newsrooms already
struggling to engage audiences.

The institute’s annual Digital News Report published on
Monday, which this year is based on surveys of nearly
100,000 people across 47 countries, offers a picture of
the hurdles news media faces in lifting revenue and
sustaining business, Reuters reported.Newsrooms
globally are working to address a new challenge with
generative Al as tech giants and start-ups like Google
and OpenAl build tools that can offer summaries of
information and siphon traffic from news websites.

But the report found that consumers are suspicious about
the use of Al to create news content, particularly for
sensitive subjects such as politics.

According to the survey, 52 per cent of US respondents
and 63 per cent of UK respondents said they would be
uncomfortable with news produced mostly with Al.
The report surveyed 2,000 people in each country,
noting that respondents were more comfortable with
behind-the-scenes uses of Al to make journalists’ work
more efficient.“It was surprising to see the level of
suspicion,” said Nic Newman, senior research
associate at the Reuters Institute and lead author of the
Digital News Report. “People broadly had fears about
what might happen to content reliability and trust.”

Sri Lankan economy bounces
back as inflation dips

COLUMBO.Sri Lanka on Monday hailed data showing
the economy grew far more than expected in the first
quarter, as the country continued its recovery from a
crippling foreign exchange crisis.The 5.3 percent
expansion in January-March marked an increase from
the previous three months and was a huge
improvement on the 10.7 percent contraction in the
same quarter last year.It also topped forecasts of 4.0
percent in a survey by Bloomberg News.

Deputy finance minister Ranjith Siyambalapitiya said
the government expected overall annual growth in
2024 to be about 2.2 percent."It is remarkable that we
were able to achieve positive growth two years after
facing the worst economic crisis ever," he said in a
statement.Official figures showed a sharp recovery in
the industrial sector, with an expansion of 11.8 percent
in the first quarter, compared with a 24.3 percent
contraction in January-March 2023.

The construction sector also showed improvement, as
inflation came off a peak of 70 percent in September
2022 to 0.9 percent in May.Last week, the International
Monetary Fund released $336 million as part of a four-
year $2.9 billion bailout for Sri Lanka, which defaulted
on its $46 billion foreign debt in April 2022.The peak
of the economic crisis in 2022 saw months of food, fuel
and medicine shortages after the island ran out of
foreign exchange to pay for imports.

The resulting civil unrest forced the ouster of then-
president Gotabaya Rajapaksa, when protesters
stormed his residence.His successor Ranil
Wickremesinghe has doubled taxes, withdrawn
generous energy subsidies and raised prices of
essentials to shore up state revenue.

India is an inviting market

for those who build tech the
right way: Tally MD

BENGALURU. India is a hard market but if you build
technology correctly it is a very open and extremely
inviting market, said Tejas Goenka, Managing
Director, Tally Solutions. Homegrown accounting
software major Tally, which is planning to launch its
new releases soon, is also growing rapidly in
international markets.In an interaction with TNIE,
Goenka said the company is expanding into the Middle
East and Africa, among others. “The bulk of our

business comes from India- about 90%, and in the
coming years, we will be seeing 30-40% growth. We
are bringing out new products, expanding the reach of
our partners,” he said.

In the international market, the firm is growing even
faster and it continues to invest more in the ME.
“Within the Middle East, the UAE has been a very
strong market for us. If you look at the ME and Affica,
the SME (small and medium-sized enterprises)
behaviour ends up becoming very much like India,” he
said."In the last few quarters the big focus for us has
been around connecting a business owner to their
ecosystem, whether it is to their compliance ecosystem
with the government, whether it is to banks, suppliers
or customers. Over the next several quarters, we will
keep making more connections,” Goenka said.

Talking about competition, Goenka said, "There has
always been heavy competition and local competition
is very large in India. I think for us we don’t really look
at the competition much. We have to always exceed the
expectations of customers."The company is also
making use of Artificial Intelligence. Speaking about it,
he said, "It is a very strict rule that we will never ever
take your (customers) data. For us, the Al story that we
want to create is very different from what others are
doing. Others are taking data and teaching the models.
We have to build an experience that allows customers to
use the power of Al, multiple use cases will be there, but
we have to do it such that no engineer inside Tally can
ever say | have seen the data. The model should be able
to learn from customers' data and it should never ever
move out of the scope of the customer’s system.”For
Tally, Saudi Arabia is an up-and-coming market and in
the next release, it got native Arabic version coming out
as well. Goenka wants to make sure that Tally is
continuously relevant to its customers and aims to
launch innovative solutions for the market.

Lomato in preliminary talks to acquire
Paytm's movie, ’ncke’nng busmess

Zomato confirmed in a stock
exchange filing that it is in
talks to acquire Paytm's
ticketing business, but no
final decision has heen
made.

NEW DELHI. Food delivery firm Zomato
has confirmed that it is in discussions to
acquire Paytm’s movies and ticketing
business, as per an exchange filing,
putting an end to speculations."We
acknowledge that we are in discussions
with Paytm for the aforementioned
transaction, however, no binding decision
has been taken at this stage that would
warrant a board approval and subsequent
disclosure in accordance with applicable

Budget 2024: Is tax relief on cards as
government looks to hoost consumption?

New Delhi The government is
reportedly considering reforms to the
current income tax structure,
particularly targeting lower income
levels, to boost consumption, reported
The Indian Express.The report, quoting
two government officials, suggests the
budget announcement in July might
prioritize tax cuts for low earners
instead of increasing welfare spending.

These proposed tax cuts are intended to
enhance disposable income, thereby
stimulating economic activity and
consumption.The report highlights
concerns about the steep rise in
marginal income tax rates under the
new tax system.

Relieflikely for low-earners

The officials noted that tax cuts may be
more efficient in enhancing
consumption, rather than increasing
welfare spending.One of the officials
quoted in the report said rationalising
tax slabs will lead to greater disposable
income, which translates to “greater
consumptlon greater economic
activities, more GST
collection” Currently, the tax rate
begins at 5% for income starting at Rs 3
lakh, but escalates sharply to 30% for

Why opening Family Investment
Funds in GIFT City makes sense

NEW DELHI. With the rising number of
high-net-worth individuals (HNIs),
there is a growing awareness of the
benefits of establishing Family
Investment Funds (FIFs) in the Gujarat S
International Finance Tec-City (GIFT
City) in Gujarat.According to some F
research reports, India is projected to
experience an 85% increase in
millionaires, with a potential surge of
$22.5 trillion in Indian investable
wealth by 2034.

This wealth expansion underscores the
importance of succession planning,
with experts highlighting FIFs as a
crucial strategy for effective succession
planning.”

The concept of FIF is gradually gaining
attraction and recently Azim Premji’s
family office received an in-principle
approval to set up FIF in GIFT City.

law," said Zomato in the
exchange filing.The above
discussion is being undertaken
with an intent to further
strengthen our Going-out
business and is in line with our
stated position of focusing only
on our four key businesses
currently," it further
added.Paytm also confirmed the
discussions regarding the
potential transfer of its
entertainment business in an
exchange filing, stating that all
discussions are preliminary and
non-binding at this stage.

Ifthe deal goes through, it will be one of the
largest buyouts for Zomato. Previously,
Zomato acquired Uber Eats in 2020 and
took over the quick commerce platform
Blinkit (formerly known as Grofers) in
2021 in an all-stock deal valued at Rs
4,447 crore.This potential acquisition fits
well with Zomato's goal to expand its

income at Rs 15 lakh. This sixfold
increase in tax rate, despite only a
fivefold increase in income, is deemed
excessive and in need of
rationalisation.Implementing these tax
cuts is expected to significantly boost
consumption, a crucial factor for

reviving demand and restarting the
investment cycle, particularly in
consumer-driven sectors. This move
could also lead to increased GST
collections.As the budget for the fiscal
year 2024-25 approaches, with a likely
presentation in Parliament in late July,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
is set to begin pre-budget discussions
with industry groups around June 20,
following a meeting with Revenue
Secretary Sanjay Malhotra on June 18.

Premji’s Bengaluru-based investment
arm Premji Invest and Narayana
Murthy-backed Catamaran Ventures
were among the first to seek approvals.
o0, what is a FIF and why are these HNIs
ensuring their presence in GIFT City?
IFs are self-managed pooling vehicles
to manage the wealth of a family. In
GIFT City, an FIF can only pool money
from a single family, as per the IFSCA
(Fund Management) Regulations,
2022. FIF can take the form of a
company, LLP, or contributory trust
with a minimum corpus requirement of
$10 million within three years of
registration.FIF is allowed to borrow or
engage in leveraging activities based
on its risk management policy and can
be structured as open-ended or closed-
ended as needed. Unlike other
investment vehicles, contributions by
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"Going-out" segment, which covers
dining out, events, and entertainment
services. By incorporating Paytm's movie
and ticketing business, Zomato plans to
offer a more complete service to its users,
encompassing a broader array of
activities and experiences.The
discussions between Zomato and Paytm
are still in the early stages, and no final

Shares of Varun Beverages,
PepsiCo in India, are on a remarkable upward

decisions have been made.
Both companies are
assessing the potential
benefits and implications of
the transaction. If successful,
the deal could significantly
bolster Zomato's position in
the entertainment and events
market.

This news follows Zomato's
recent efforts to streamline
its operations and focus on
core business areas. The
company has been looking to
expand its footprint in food
delivery, dining out, quick

commerce, and now, potentially, the

entertainment sectors.Paytm, on the other
hand, has been evaluating various options
to optimise its business portfolio.

Divesting its movie and ticketing

business could allow Paytm to focus more

on its core financial services and other
key areas.

Brokerage bullish on this multibagger
stock with 523% return in 3 years

the bottler for

journey, and brokerage firm Anand Rathi

This budget will outline the economic
agenda of the Modi 3.0 government,
focusing on stimulating growth
without exacerbating inflation, while
securing resources for coalition
commitments.The overarching goal is
to position India as a USD 5-trillion
economy and transform it into a
'Developed India' by 2047.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
forecasts a 7.2 percent growth for the
Indian economy this fiscal year, driven
by improving rural demand and easing
inflation.Key priorities for Prime
Minister Modi's third term include
addressing agricultural challenges, job
creation, sustaining capital
expenditure, and enhancing revenue
growth to maintain fiscal
consolidation.The economic policies
of the past decade have been positively
received, with rating agency S&P
upgrading India's sovereign rating
outlook to positive, and a potential
further upgrade in the next 1-2 years
contingent upon meeting fiscal deficit
targets.Despite strong tax revenues,
non-tax revenue remains a challenge
due to limited progress in strategic
disinvestment, with the sale of Air
India being a notable exception.

Family Offices/Resident Individuals
are considered Overseas Portfolio
Investment (OPI). Family Investment
Funds in GIFT City have a wide range
of permissible investments and enjoy
tax benefits, including a tax holiday on
business income for up to ten years
within a fifteen-year period, nil
Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) for
domestic companies opting for a
concessional tax regime, and a 10% tax
rate on dividends paid to non-
residents.Is it important to set up a
physical office in GIFT City?Lokesh
Shah, partner with IndusLaw said, “Itis
mandatory to set up a physical office in
GIFT City by FIFs. In order to set up
FIF in GIFT City, one of the
preliminary steps is to identify space
and obtain a provisional letter of
allotment for the office space.

expects the shares to reach the Rs 1,900 mark
within a year.This stock has been a top
performer, providing returns of 325% over the
past two years and 523% over three years.In the
previous trading session, Varun Beverages'
stock closed 3.75% higher at Rs 1,638 on the
BSE. This is a massive rise from its closing price
of Rs 263 on June 16, 2021.The stock hit a
record high of Rs 1,650 on Friday. However, it
also faced a low of Rs 754.35 on June 26, 2023,
within the last year.During the last session, a
total of 2.75 lakh shares of Varun Beverages
were traded, leading to a turnover of Rs 44.43
crore on the BSE. The company's market
capitalisation increased to Rs 2.12 lakh
crore.Anand Rathi has once again
recommended a ‘BUY’ for this FMCG stock and
outlined several reasons for their optimism.“We
expect Varun Beverages to see strong growth
going forward due to many factors such as: 1)
Strategic investment in enhancing production

capabilities and making new acquisitions which
have significantly strengthened their global
presence, 2) Successful completion of the
strategic acquisition of the Beverage Company
(BevCo) in South Africa marking their entry in
African region,"
further said that the firm is increasing its
presence in the domestic market and looking for
export opportunities and the strong heatwaves
prevailing across India during the summer
quarters add to their optimism.The relative
strength index (RST) of Varun Beverages stands
at 71.5, indicating the stock is currently in the
overbought zone.The shares are trading above
all their key moving averages, including the 5-
day, 10-day, 20-day, 30-day, 50-day, 100-day,
150-day, and 200-day moving averages.Varun
Beverages is a major player in the beverage
industry. It operates as a franchisee for PepsiCo,
producing and distributing a wide range of
carbonated soft drinks (CSDs) and non-
carbonated beverages (NCBs).The company's
product portfolio includes packaged drinking
water,
PepsiCo.With such a strong performance record
and promising growth prospects,
Beverages is a stock to watch in the coming
months.

said the brokerage firm.It

all under trademarks owned by

Varun

Extreme heat melts diesel demand, sales drop 4 per cent in June

Fuel sales, which
traditionally surge during
polls, have defied the trend
this year, falling month after
month and the decline has
now extended even after the
end of the general elections.

NEW DELHI. India's diesel demand
slumped in June as extreme heat
conditions in parts of the country
curtailed travel, preliminary data of
state-owned firms showed on Monday.

Fuel sales, which traditionally surge
during elections, have defied the trend
this year, falling month after month.
And the decline has now extended even
after the end of the general
elections.Petrol sales of three state-
owned firms, which control 90 per cent of
the fuel market, at 1.42 million tonnes in
the first half of June was almost the same
as 1.41 million tonnes of fuel consumed
in the same period last year.Month-on-
month consumption dropped 4.6 per cent.
Diesel sales dropped 3.9 per cent to 3.95
million tonnes during June 1 to 15 when

compared with the year-ago period.

The demand for the nation's most
consumed fuel had fallen 2.3 per cent in

Apriland 2.7 per cent in March.
In May it fell 1.1 per cent.

Besides electioneering, the summer harvest
season as also the scorching summer that
increases the demand for air conditioning
in cars, should have led to a rise in fuel

consumption.

However, this year has defied the trend.

consumption.

The transport sector accounts for 70 per
cent ofall diesel sales in the country.
It is also the predominant fuel used in

Petrol and diesel prices were reduced by Rs
2 per litre in mid-March, ending a nearly
two-year-long hiatus in rate revision,
which should have also propelled sales.

Month-on-month petrol sales fell 3.6 per
cent compared to 1.47 million tonnes of
consumption during May 1-15. Diesel
demand was flat month-on-month
against 3.54 million tonnes in the first
half of May.Diesel is India's most
consumed fuel, accounting for almost 40
per cent of all petroleum product

agriculture sectors, including in
harvesters and tractors.Consumption of
petrol during June 1-15 was 4.6 per cent
lower than in the first fortnight of June
2022, and 28.1 per cent more than in the
Covid-marred same period 0f2020.

Diesel demand slumped 10.5 per cent over

June 1-15, 2022, and 14 per cent higher
compared to June 1-15, 2020.Jet fuel
(ATF) sales rose 2.3 per cent year-on-
year to 331,000 tonnes during June 1-15,
2024.But, this was 4.5 per cent lower
month-on-month when compared to
346,500 tonnes in May 1-15, the data
showed.Like petrol and diesel, ATF
demand, too, is now firmly above pre-
Covid levels.ATF consumption was 10.1
per cent more than during June 1-15,
2022, and 6.1 per cent more than in June
1-15, 2020, as per the data.Cooking gas
LPG sales were up 0.1 per cent year-on-
year to 1.24 million tonnes in June 1-15,
2024.LPG consumption dropped 0.9 per
cent as compared to June 1-15, 2022 and
was 32 per cent more than June 1-15,
2020.Month-on-month, LPG demand fell
5.2 per cent against 1.3 million tonnes
consumption during May 1-15, the data
added.
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Water Shortage Feared As Snow
Persistence In Himalayas Hits Record Low

Monitoring
shows snow levels
are almost a fifth
below normal
across the region
this year, with the
most dramatic
declines in the
west, where its
contribution to
water supply is
the highest.

Missing for 3 days,
American base jumper

New Delhi: The Hindu Kush Himalaya is
experiencing significantly lower snow
persistence this year, raising serious concern
over water security for downstream
communities, according to anew report.

Leading experts from the International Centre
for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), a Nepal-based intergovernmental
organisation, have urged water management
officials to initiate drought management
strategies and preemptive emergency water
supply measures.The Hindu Kush Himalaya
(HKH) region heavily depends on the
cryosphere -- frozen water on the Earth's
surface, including snow, permafrost, and ice
from glaciers, lakes and rivers. This frozen
water is a critical source of freshwater for
around 240 million (24 crore) people living in
the HKH region and has far-reaching benefits
for around 1.65 billion (165 crore) people
downstrea.Snowmelt accounts for around 23
per cent of the total water flow of 12 major
river basins originating in the HKH. However,

its contribution varies from river to river,
representing 74 per cent of the Amu Darya's
flow, 77 per cent of the Helmand's flow, and
40 per cent of the Indus' flow.Monitoring
shows snow levels are almost a fifth below
normal across the region this year, with the
most dramatic declines in the west, where its
contribution to water supply is the
highest.Snow persistence dropped 17 per
cent below normal in the Ganga basin and
14.6 per cent below normal in the
Brahmaputra basin, said the Snow Update
Report - 2024, released on Monday.

The Helmand river basin shows the most

per cent below normal. Its previous lowest
level was in 2018, with a 42 per cent
reduction.he Indus basin has fallen to 23.3 per
cent below normal, the lowest level in 22
years. The previous lowest year for this basin
was 2018, with a 9.4 per cent shortfall. The
Mekong basin had the smallest variation from
normal, with snow persistence around 1 per

Kush

autho

C X ) centbelow normal.
significant drop in snow persistence at 31.8 e haye seen a pattern of decreasing amounts

and persistence of snow across the Hindu
registering lower-than-normal seasonal snow
persistence," said ICIMOD cryosphere
specialist Sher Muhammad, who is also

researchers, policymakers and downstream
communities. Lower snow accumulation and

National Investigation Agency takes over
probe of Reasi bus attack: Sources

fluctuating snow levels pose a serious
increased risk of water shortages, particularly
this year," he said.Miriam Jackson,
ICIMOD's senior cryosphere specialist, said
agencies must take proactive steps to address
possible drought situations, especially in
early summer. "Plans must be updated to
accommodate water stress, and communities
need to be notified of the risks." "Beyond
that, it's clear that governments and people in
this region need urgent support to adapt to
changes in snow patterns that carbon
emissions have already locked in. G20
countries need to cut emissions faster than
ever before to prevent even more changes that
could prove disastrous to major population
centres and industries reliant on snowmelt in
the mountains," she said.The experts said
promoting rainwater harvesting and
establishing local water committees may help
mitigate the immediate impacts of below-
normal snowfall on the water supply in the
HKH region.

Himalaya, with 13 of the past 22 years

r of the report."This is a wake-up call for

Amul Seeks Return Of
Ice Cream Tub After
Customer Finds

New Delhi:The Union Home Ministry  and Kashmir Police in connection  said.

found dead in Himachal

New Delhi: Three days after an American citizen went
missing, his body was recovered in a ravine between
Kee and Tashigang in Himachal Pradesh's Lahaul and
Spiti district on Sunday, police said. Trevor Bokstaahlar
(31) went missing on Thursday during his visit to the
Spiti Valley, following which a search team was
constituted, they said. According to the police, the team
conducted searches in various areas of Kaza and
recovered a motorcycle rented by the deceased near a
deserted area close to Tashigang, but no further clues
were found.

A day later, with the assistance of the Dogra Regiment of
the Army, a drone on Friday identified a parachute stuck

in a deep ravine between Kee and Tashigang, they
said.The police suspected the parachute belonged to
Trevor, who was a base jumper, Superintendent of
Police (SP) Lahaul and Spiti, Mayank Chaudhary said.

onsequently, teams from the Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) and State Disaster Response Force (SDRF),
trained in such rescue operations and adverse
conditions, were deployed and Trevor's body was
brought down, SP Chaudhary said. The information has
been shared with the American Embassy, and we are in
constant contact with them, the SP said, adding that the
body would be handed over to them after the formalities
are completed.

"Accident Saddening, Rescue
Ops Underway": PM Modi On
Bengal Train Collision

New Delhi: Extending his condolences to the families
of the people killed in this morning's train accident in
West Bengal's Darjeeling district, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said that he has spoken to officials
to take stock of the situation and Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw is also headed to the site.
Describing the collision as saddening, the PM said he
is praying for the speedy recovery of the injured. In a
post on X, the Prime Minister wrote, "The railway
accident in West Bengal is saddening. Condolences to
those who lost their loved ones. I pray that the injured
recover at the earliest. Spoke to officials and took
stock of the situation. Rescue operations are

underway to assist the affected. The Railways
Minister Shri @AshwiniVaishnaw Ji is on the way to
the site of the mishap as well."

The Prime Minister's Office has also announced a
compensation of ? 2 lakh each to the families of the
dead and ? 50,000 to the injured.

Eight people - including three Railway staffers - were
killed and at least 25 were injured after the
Kanchanjunga Express, headed to Sealdah in Kolkata
from Silchar in Assam was hit from the rear by a goods
train near Rangapani station, close to New Jalpaiguri.
The New Jalpaiguri railway station is a busy one and
is used by passengers from all states during their
journey to Darjeeling.

has handed over the investigation
into the June 9 terror attack on a bus
carrying pilgrims in

Jammu and Kashmir's

Reasi district to the °
National Investigation *

Agency (NIA), sources =« =

said. The anti-terror

agency has filed a case | v

under the stringent |’
Unlawful Activities |
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
in the matter. The attack on
the bus, which was
returning to Katra from F
Shiv Khori temple in
Reasi, killed nine people
and injured 33 others.

The NIA is investigating the terror
attack from every angle to see if there
is a larger conspiracy behind the
incident.Last week, a total of 50
suspects were detained by the Jammu

with the probe into the terror attack,
officials said. It came after an

extensive investigation led by the
police and security forces that gave
significant leads, helping in the
identification and capture of those
potentially involved in orchestrating
the attack, a police spokesperson

The Jammu and Kashmir Police,
meanwhile, have released a sketch of
one of the three terrorists
involved in the attack. They
also announced a Rs 20 lakh
reward for information
abouthim.

The sketch of the terrorist was
prepared based on the
description given by
eyewitnesses.

Union Home Minister Amit

& Shah on Sunday chaired a

" high-level meeting in Delhi

R ";,)‘ on the security situation in

% Jammu and Kashmir in the

wake of the recent terror
attacks in the Valley. He directed
stringent action against terrorism
supporters in Jammu and called for
comprehensive security
arrangements for the upcoming

Amarnath Yatra.

DRDO To Test Shoulder-Fired Air
Defence Missiles At High-Altitudes

New Delhi: Amid the large-scale
requirement for shoulder-fired air
defence missiles, DRDO is going
to carry out trials of the
indigenous shoulder-fired air
defence missiles before handing
them over to the Indian Army for
user trials.

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation has
been developing Very Short
Range Air Defence missiles to meet the
requirements of the Indian Army and
Air Force to tackle aerial targets like
fast-moving drones, fighter aircraft and
helicopters in border areas.

DRDO is looking to carry out high-
altitude trials of the Indigenous tripod-
fired short-range air defence missile in
mountainous regions like Ladakh or
Sikkim, defence officials told

officials said.ndian forces, with the
Indian Army in the lead, have been
trying to fulfil the shortages of
different types of very short-range
air defence missiles in their
inventory.

" g w The Indian Army is progressing in two

P L

ANI. After successful completion of the
trials, the missile system will be handed
over to the users for their trials and
assessments, they said.The missile
system has been able to lock on and
take out both long-range and short-
range targets.

The issues with the short-range targeting
have been sorted out and the system is
moving ahead progressively, the

cases worth ? 6,800 crore for

developing Very Short Range Air

Defence (VSHORAD) systems

indigenously, amid a lack of
inventory of shoulder-fired missiles to
tackle aerial threats from Pakistan and
China.

The current VSHORAD missiles in the
Army and Air Force's inventory are all
equipped with IR homing guidance
systems, while the Igla IM VSHORAD
missile system was inducted in 1989
and was planned for de-induction in
2013.

Centipede In It

New Delhi: Amul on Monday requested a woman
customer in Noida to return the ice cream tub, in
which she claimed to have found centipede, for
further investigation and asserted that it offers
superior quality dairy products in both India and
global markets.A woman in Noida has claimed she
has found a centipede inside an ice cream tub she
ordered through an instant delivery app, said food
safety officials, who have launched a probe into the
matter.In a post on X on June 15, the woman, who
identified herself as Deepa Devi, shared a picture
showing the insect inside the ice cream tub.

Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), which markets dairy products under
Amul brand, regretted the inconvenience caused to
the woman customer in Noida.Noida's food safety
department has launched a probe into this matter.

In a statement, Amul said it immediately responded
to the complaint on social media."We deeply regret
the inconvenience caused to her because of this
incident," the statement said.Amul said its team
was trying to contact the customer continuously
and was allowed to meet after 9:30 pm on the same
day (June 15)."During our meeting with the
customer, we had requested the customer to
provide the said ice cream tub for investigation,
unfortunately, the customer refused to hand over
the same.

"Unless the complaint pack is retrieved from the
customer it would be difficult for us to investigate
the matter and hence comment specifically on the
issue which involves pack and supply chain
integrity as well,"” Amul said.During the
interaction, the customer was informed and
assured about Amul's state-of-the-art [ISO-certified
plants which are automated and pass through
numerous stringent quality checks before offering
any product for sale to the esteemed customers.

Amul also invited the customer to visit its plant to
assure her about the quality processes being
followed.

Amul assured customers about the superior quality of
Amul Ice Cream.Amul highlighted that it is among
India's most trusted brands, owned by 36 lakh
farmers. It markets 22 billion packs of Amul
products annually across 50 countries with the
highest quality and food safety standards from 100
dairies across India."We would like to assure you
that we take the utmost care to ensure our products
are safe, healthy and nutritious to serve our
customers daily," Amul said.

st Trial Train Crosses World's Tallest Railway
Bridge, Chenab: Union Railway Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw
said, "1st trial train

nearly finished, with tunnel No.l

remaining partially incomplete."

Notably, the Chenab Bridge in Jammu and
Kashmir is taller than the Eiffel Tower in

of road over/road under railway bridges
and for laying the foundation stones of
railway stations by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.The mammoth effort and

portfolios as Minister of Information and
Broadcasting, and Minister of
Electronics and Information Technology,
apart from the Railways Ministry.Earlier

run Paris.As the Udhampur Srinagar

has successfully
from Sangaldan

Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) Project
is almost completed, Indian Railways is

to

Reasi, including

crossing the Chenab

edging closer to connecting the Kashmir
Valley to the rest of the railway network.

Chenab Bridge is a structural marvel built |
across a gorge of Chenab Bridge in the

Bridge."

New Delhi: Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw announced on Sunday

that the first trial run of the

Reasi train was completed, a significant
milestone of crossing the world's tallest
railway bridge, Chenab.Vaishnaw said,
"1st trial train has successfully run from
Sangaldan to Reasi, including crossing

the Chenab Bridge."e also

construction works for the USBRL are

feet) above the Chenab River in the
Jammu and Kashmir region, and is
around 35 metres taller than the Eiffel
Tower.Earlier, the Ministry of Railways
made it to the "Limca Book of Records"
for "most people at a public-service event
- multiple venues."The Railways
Ministry organised an event on February
26, 2024, which was attended by
40,19,516 people at 2,140 venues.The
event was organised for the inauguration

Sangaldan-

said, "All

Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir
under the USBRL Project.This bridge |
was constructed 359 metres (around 109

on Friday, Union Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Friday said that
India's first Vande Bharat sleeper
trains will be on track within two
months.Vaishnaw said, "The
completion work of the trainset of the
Vande Bharat sleeper train is in full
swing and the first train will be on
track within two months. All technical
works are in the last phase. The trainset
is manufactured by BEML Ltd at its
rail unit in Bangalore. The much-
awaited Vande Bharat Sleeper version
will provide easy mobility to commuters
and offer various comforts in the near
future with global standards. The Minister
said that the Vande Bharat sleeper train
body is made of high-grade austenitic
stainless steel and includes crash-worthy
elements integrated into the crash buffers
and couplers.

mobilisation of Indian Railways have

been recognised, and the same has
entered the prestigious Limca Book of
World Records.Meanwhile, Ashwini
Vaishnaw assumed charge as Minister of
Railways for the second time under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday morning in
Delhi.Vaishnaw has been assigned
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Afghan Taliban agree to
attend UN's Doha conference

Afghanistan”.The agenda includes

INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

New Zealand Prime Minister's
plane breaks down on way to
Japan

Wellington The New Zealand defence force plane flying
New Zealand's Prime Minister Christopher Luxon to
Japan broke down on Sunday, forcing the Prime
Minister to take a commercial flight, his office

confirmed on Monday.

Luxon is spending four days in Japan, where he is
expected to meet with Japan's Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and spend time promoting New Zealand
business.New Zealand media reported that the Boeing
757 broke down during a refuelling stop in Papua New
Guinea, leaving the business delegation and journalists
stranded in Port Moresby, while Luxon flew commercial
to Japan.The New Zealand Defence Force's two 757s are
more than 30 years old and their age has made them
increasingly unreliable.New Zealand Defence Ministe
Judith Collins told radio station Newstalk ZB on
Monday that the consistent flight issues were
"embarrassing”" and that the ministry was looking at
flying Luxon and his delegation commercially from now
on.New Zealand's defence force is struggling with

The Taliban government’s
participation in the conference

of foreign special envoys to
Afghanistan had been in doubt
after it was not included in the
first round and then refused an
invitation fo the second round in

February.

Kabul,UPDATED Taliban authorities will
attend the third round of United Nations-

“topics such as aid for Afghanistan and
creating opportunities for investors in
Afghanistan, which are important”, he
said.Civil society groups that included
women were invited to the February talks
but the Taliban government refused to
participate unless its members could be
the sole representatives of Afghanistan.

It also requested to meet UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres.Guterres said
in a statement after the February talks the
set of conditions to participate “were not
acceptable”, but that delegates hoped for
Taliban officials to attend future
meetings.Diplomatic sources told AFP
there were plans to consult with civil

society groups before and after the third
round.The sources said the talks were due
to cover finance and economic issues, as
well as counternarcotics efforts.Several
civil society groups have also urged the
UN to prioritise issues involving
women’s rights at the meeting.

was not included in the first round and ~ Mujahid told AFP.The talks in Doha are
then refused an invitation to the second  scheduled to be held on June 30 and July
round in February.“A delegation of the 1.

Islamic Emirate will participate in the Mujahid told Afghan media on Sunday that
coming Doha conference. They will a delegation — yet to be announced —
represent Afghanistan there and express  would attend because the agenda of the
Afghanistan’s position,” Zabihullah  talks appeared “beneficial to

hosted talks on Afghanistan in the Qatari
capital, a government spokesman said on
Sunday, after snubbing an invitation to
the previous round.The Taliban
government’s participation in the
conference of foreign special envoys to
Afghanistan had been in doubt after it

ageing equipment and retaining sufficient personnel.
The government has said it would like to spend more on
defence but is also trying to reduce spending as the
country faces economic headwinds.

California wildfire forces

evacuation, high
temperature hampers
dousing efforts

UPDATED. A wildfire burning northwest of Los
Angeles on Sunday has forced the evacuation of over
1,000 people from a popular outdoor recreation area
and burned over 12,000 acres, authorities said.

Some 400 firefighters armed with 70 firetrucks and two
bulldozers are battling the Post fire, which is just 2%
contained, according to Cal Fire. It is burning south of
Gorman, California, about 60 miles (96.5 km)
northwest of Los Angeles.The fire, which started
Saturday afternoon, is moving to the southeast, toward
Pyramid Lake, Cal Fire said. Some 1,200 people have
been evacuated from the Hungry Valley recreation area,
which has trails for motorcycles and off-road vehicles,
since the fire broke out. Two structures have been
destroyed so far.Cal Fire said that efforts to contain the
wildfire are being hampered by high temperatures, low
humidity and strong winds, forecast to continue
through Sunday night.

Water-dropping aircraft are working to halt forward
progress of the fire, while firefighters are constructing
perimeter fire lines in an effort to get the blaze under
more control.

Indian accused in Pannun
killing plot extradited to US
from Czech Republic

Indian national Nikhil Gupta accused in Khalistani
terrorist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun murder plot,
has been extradited to the US from Czech
Republic, news agency Reuters reported.

World Indian national Nikhil Gupta, who has been
accused in the murder plot of Khalistani terrorist and
US citizen Gurpatwant Singh Pannun on American
soil, has been extradited to the United States from the
Czech Republic, news agency Reuters reported, citing
the Federal Bureau Prisons website and a source
familiar with the matter.

A search on the Bureau of Prisons website by inmate
name showed on Sunday (June 16) that Gupta, 52, is
being held at the Metropolitan Detention Center,
Brooklyn, a federal administrative detention facility.
Furthermore, a source independently confirmed to
Reuters, on condition of anonymity, Gupta's
extradition and his detention in Brooklyn.Last month,
a Czech court rejected Nikhil Gupta's petition to avoid
being sent to the US, paving the way for the Czech

Jerusalem Israeli

Netanyahu opposes Israeli military's
tactical pauses to allow aid in Gaza

Benjamin Netanyahu says IDF's tactical
pause plan is "unacceptable” to him
IDF says normal operations would
continue in Rafah

Netanyahu's reaction highlights political
tensions over the issue of aid coming
into Gaza

Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu criticized plans
announced by the military on Sunday
to hold daily tactical pauses in fighting
along one of the main roads into Gaza
to facilitate aid delivery into the
Palestinian enclave.The military had
announced the daily pauses from 0500
GMT until 1600 GMT in the area from
the Kerem Shalom Crossing to the
Salah al-Din Road and then northward

"When the prime minister heard the

reports of an 11-hour humanitarian
pause in the morning, he turned to his
military secretary and made it clear that
this was unacceptable to him," an
Israeli official said.The military
clarified that normal operations would
continue in Rafah, the main focus ofits
operation in southern Gaza, where

eight soldiers were killed on
Saturday.The reaction from Netanyahu
underlined political tensions over the
issue of aid coming into Gaza, where
international organisations have
warned of a growing humanitarian
crisis.National Security Mnister
Itamar Ben-Gvir, who leads one of the
nationalist religious parties in
Netanyahu's ruling coalition,

denounced the idea of a tactical pause,
saying whoever decided it was a "fool"
who should lose their job.

DIVISIONS BETWEEN

COALITION,ARMY

The spat was the latest in a series of

clashes between members of the
coalition and the military over the
conduct of the war, now in its ninth
month.It came a week after centrist
former general Benny Gantz quit the

government, accusing Netanyahu of
having no effective strategy in Gaza.
The divisions were laid bare last week in
a parliamentary vote on a law on
conscripting ultra-Orthodox Jews into
the military, with Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant voting against it in
defiance of party orders, saying it was
insufficient for the needs of the military.
Religious parties in the coalition have
strongly opposed conscription for the
ultra-Orthodox, drawing widespread
anger from many Israelis, which has
deepened as the war has gone on.
Lieutenant-General Herzi Halevi, the
head of the military, said on Sunday
there was a "definite need" to recruit
more soldiers from the fast-growing
ultra-Orthodox community.
RESERVISTS UNDER STRAI
Despite growing international pressure
for a ceasefire, an agreement to halt the
fighting still appears distant, more than

eight months since the Oct. 7 attack by IS

Hamas fighters on Israel triggered a
ground assault o the enclave by Israeli

forcSince the attack, which killed some

1,200 Israelis and foreigners in Israeli
communities, Israel's military
campaign has killed more than 37,000
Palestinians, according to Palestinian
health ministry figures, and .

Xi Wishes Muizzu on His Birthday; Emphasises
Importance of Strategic Ties Between China, Maldives

Male, Maldives . President Xi Jinping
has emphasised the importance of
China-Maldives relations and
reiterated his strong support for
strengthening the bilateral strategic
partnership, as Beijing steps up its
influence in the Indian Ocean
archipelagic natio

President Xi conveyed this message to
his Maldivian counterpart Mohamed
Muizzu on his 46th birthday, the
president’s office said here in a
statement on Saturday. Interestingly,
Xi also celebrated his 71st birthday on
SaturdayChina’s Ambassador to the
Maldives, Wang Lixin, paid a courtesy
call on President Muizzu, known for
his pro-China leanings, at his official
residence and presented a
congratulatory letter from President Xi

to his Maldivian counterpart on the
occasion of his birthday, the statement
said.In the letter, President Xi
expressed his sincere greetings and
best wishes to President Muizzu. He
also emphasised the importance of
China-Maldives relations and
reiterated his enthusiasm for
strengthening the China-Maldives
Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative
Partnership and jointly building a
China-Maldives community with a
shared future, the statement
said.President Muizzu expressed
gratitude to Ambassador Wang for
personally delivering Xi’s letter and
stated that it was a tremendous pleasure
to receive it. The President had also
written a congratulatory message to
President Xi Jinping, who celebrates

his birthday on the same day, the
statement said.

The discussions between Muizzu and
Wang further focused on enhancing
collaboration and improving bilateral
relations between the Maldives and
China, it said.They also discussed
future agreements and forthcoming
collaborative initiatives for
development. Additionally, the
Chinese Ambassador stated that China
is determined to assist with the
Maldives’ economic development and
inquired about areas where the
Maldivian Government requires
additional assistance.

Since he assumed office in November
last year, President Muizzu has taken
several steps to bolster Male’s ties with
Beijing.

At least 14 Hay)
pilgrims die from
heatstroke in Mecca

World At least 14 people from Jordan have died
in extreme heat during the Muslim haj
pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia, South China
Morning Post, quoting officials, reported.A
further 17 people are missing, the Jordanian
foreign ministry said on Sunday, according to
the state agency Petra. The ministry had initially
confirmed the deaths of six Jordanian pilgrims
who had suffered heatstroke.The Jordanian
Foreign Ministry has posted a message on
microblogging site Platform X stating that the
Directorate of Operations and Consular Affairs,
and the Consulate General of the Kingdom in
Jeddah, is following up with the relevant Saudi
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authorities on the procedures for burying
pilgrims and transporting the bodies of those
whose families wish to be transported to the
Kingdom as quickly as possible.

Ambassador Dr. Sufyan Al-Qudah, expressed his
sincerest condolences and sympathy to the
families of th deceased pilgrims.

Asearch isunder way for the 17 missing people.

The pilgrimage began in Mecca on Friday evening
in blistering heat.News of the deaths comes as
pilgrims gathered atop Mount Arafat on
Saturday, marking the main event of the
pilgrimage, with the niece of one of the deceased
telling CNN Arabic that her aunt had died on
Mount Arafat and was buried in Saudi Arabia.

More than 1.8 million people are taking part in
Hajj this year, according to the Saudi General
Authority for Statistics, CNN reported.

The Hajj is one of the biggest religious gatherings
in the world and the largest annual event in Saudi
Arabia.

In A Video Message, Israel Warns Of Escalation Due To
Hezbollah's Cross-Border Fire From Lebanon

devastating consequences for Lebanon
and the entire region,” Israeli military
spokesperson Rear Admiral Daniel
Hagari said in a video statement. “Israel
has a duty to defend the people of Israel.
We will fulfill that duty.”The US and
France are working on a negotiated
settlement to the hostilities
along Lebanon’s southern
border. Hezbollah says it will
not halt fire unless Israel stops
its military offensive on Gaza.
“Israel will take the necessary
measures to protect its civilians
— until security along our
border with Lebanon is
restored,” Hagari said.Two UN
officials in Lebanon warned
there was a “very real” risk that a
miscalculation along Lebanon’s
southern border could trigger a
wider conflict, The Times Of
Israel reported. In a statement,
the UN special coordinator for
Lebanon, Jeanine Hennis-
Plasschaert, and the head of UN
peacekeeping forces in Lebanon, Aroldo
Lazaro, said that they were “deeply
concerned” about the escalation along
Lebanon’s border.
Meanwhile, US officials were also

increasingly concerned that an all-out
war could break out after eight months of
skirmishes, since Hezbollah began
attacking Israel in October in support of
Hamas in Gaza. According to US media
reports, a senior adviser to US President
Joe Biden will arrive in Israel on Monday

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu criticised plans announced by
the military to hold daily tactical pauses
in fighting along one of the main roads
into Gaza to facilitate aid delivery into the
Palestinian enclave.“When the prime
minister heard the reports of an 11-hour
humanitarian pause in the
morning, he turned to his
military secretary and made it
clear that this was unacceptable
to him,” an Israeli official said.
The military clarified that
normal operations would
continue in Rafah, the main
focus of its operation in
southern Gaza, where eight
soldiers were killed on Saturday.
The reaction from the Israeli PM
hints towards political tensions
over the issue of aid coming into
Gaza, where international
groups have warned of a
growing humanitarian crisis.
Israeli National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, who leads one
of the nationalist religious parties in
Netanyahu’s ruling coalition, denounced
the idea of a tactical pause, saying
whoever decided it was a “fool” who
should lose their job.

Israeli military warns of
heightened tensions due to
Hezhollah's cross-horder
attacks from Lebanon,
risking regional escalation

justice minister to extradite him.Gupta was arrested in
the Czech Republic on June 30 last year, based on US
allegations of his involvement in a conspiracy to
commit the killing. According to US federal
prosecutors, Gupta was implicated in a plot to hire a
hitman to kill a US citizen, purportedly under the
direction of an Indian government official. The target
was identified as Pannun.

Nikhil Gupta's extradition comes ahead of US National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan's visit to New Delhi
for the annual ICET dialogue. The matter is expected
to be raised by Sullivan before his Indian counterpart
Ajit Doval.India has denied its involvement in the
Pannun murder plot and has constituted a probe
committee to investigate the US's allegations.

Nikhil Gupta too, through his sattorney, has denied the
charges and has said he has been "unfairly charged".
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun holds dual citizenship of the
US and Canada, and is wanted in India on terror
charges. He has been designated a terrorist by the
Union Home Minister under the stringent anti-terror

law Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

World In a video message on Sunday, the
Israeli military warned that intensified
cross-border fire from Lebanon’s
Hezbollah movement into Israel could
trigger serious escalation amid the
ongoing war in Gaza.Hezbollah last week
unleashed its most extensive barrage yet
of rockets and drones in the ongoing
eight-month conflict with the Israeli
military, running parallel to the Gaza war.
Following the heavy exchanges over the
past week, Sunday saw a marked drop in
Hezbollah fire. The Israeli military said
that it had carried out several air strikes
against the group in southern Lebanon.

Hezbollah’s increasing aggression is
bringing us to the brink of what could be a
wider escalation, one that could have

to try to put alid on the escalation.

‘UNACCEPTABLE TO HIM’

This escalation comes as the Israeli military
announced the daily pauses in the area
from the Kerem Shalom Crossing to the
Salah al-Din Road and then northwards.
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SL vs NED: Sri Lanka snap

winless run as Netherlands
bow out of tournament

New Delhi. Sri Lanka ended their winless run
in the T20 World Cup 2024 with an 83-run
win over Netherlands in St. Lucia on June
17, Monday. Charith Asalanka and Kusal
Mendis scored 46 runs each as Sri Lanka
posted 201 runs in their innings, becoming
only the second team to post a 200-plus
score in this year's tournament. Netherlands
had come into the contest with a slim hope
of making it to the Super 8s but their fate
also depended on the Bangladesh vs Nepal
clash.The Netherlands, after winning the
toss and opting to bowl first, got off to the
perfect start when Kingma was able to
dismiss Pathum Nissanka for a duck in the
very first over. The Dutch were hoping to
pile on the pressure but Kamindu Mendis
and Kusal Mendis steadied the ship with a
39-run stand before the former was
dismissed for 17. Kusal and Dhananjaya de
Silva then took the scoring rate up during
their partnership. Kusal scored 46 off 29
balls before he was dismissed in the 12th
over, but the platform was set.Dhananjaya
and Asalanka continued the onslaught as the
former scored 34 off 26 balls before heading
back to the pavilion. Asalanka looked to be
in fine nick as he scored 46 off 21 balls and
hit 5 sixes in his knock as the Dutch bowlers
struggled to stop the run flow.

Van Beek provided some respite with two
wickets off consecutive deliveries to end
Asalanka's stay and dismiss Shanaka for a
duck. But, Angelo Mathews and skipper
Wanindu Hasaranga ensured Sri Lanka had
a big finish.Hasaranga hit 20 off 6 balls as
the Netherlands were given a target of 202.
However, they needed to win the game in
quick time to stand any chance of
qualifying. There was added pressure as
Bangladesh were dominating Nepal with
the ball after posting just 106 runs.

Michael Levitt was aggressive from the start
and scored 31 off 23 balls with a couple of
boundaries and 3 sixes. But wickets kept
tumbling for the Netherlands as they looked
to chase the target in record time. The
bowlers led by Hasaranga chipped away the
wickets and by the 9th over, the dreaded
news came in for Dutch fans.As Sybrand
Engelbrecht departed, Bangladesh in St.
Vincent secured a 2 1-run win against Nepal
and secured passage into the Super 8s and
knocked out the Netherlands. The Dutch
were left playing for pride but none of the
batters could hold fort and were reduced to
99 for 8 in the 15th over.Captain Edwards
provided some resistance with 31 runs in
the end, but the innings came to an end at
118 in the 17th over. Pathirana was the pick
of the bowlers with 2 wickets for 12 runs in
his 3 overs.For Sri Lanka and Hasaranga,
the match was the end of a wretched
campaign in all respects. The team didn't
perform well with bat and ball in the
matches against South Africa and
Bangladesh, something Mahesh
Theekshana alluded to.

I cannot play in every player's
place: Babar Azam says
Pakistan failed as a team

New Delhi. Pakistan skipper Babar Azam
claimed that the players failed as a team and
that's the reason behind their flop show in the
T20 World Cup. Pakistan, who were
knocked out before reaching the Super 8s,
got a consolation win against Ireland in
Florida on June 16, Sunday. However, they
were made to work hard for the win as the
batting once again failed to impress.

Speaking after the win at the press conference,
Babar said Pakistan's poor show isn't down
to one person and claimed he cannot be
playing in the place of everyone else. The
Pakistan skipper said they haven't been able
to apply, follow and finish things and have to
accept that they failed as a team in the end.

PAK vs IRE: HIGHLIGHTS

Sir, as I have said earlier, everyone is sad. As a
team, we did not play. I told you that we did
not lose this because of one person. We are
losing as a team. I am not saying this because
of one person. You are pointing out that
because of the captain, I cannot play in every
player's place. There are 11 players and each
ofthem has arole. That's why they came here
to play the World Cup. I think we as a team
have not been able to apply, follow and finish
things. We have to settle down and accept
that we didn't play well as a team," said
Babar.

Will give my feedback

Famously, after losing to India, PCB chairman
Mohsin Naqvi said that Pakistan cricket
needs a surgery. Babar was asked about this
and he once again reiterated that they didn't
do well as ateam and he would head back and
give his feedback to the board.

"As you said earlier, we have played the Asia
Cup final, the World Cup final, and the semi-
final as well. But we were not able to finish.
But we should also see that we have achieved
those things. Unfortunately, we didn't
achieve it this time. We didn't qualify. We
accept it as a team. We are not saying that we
don't accept it. I as a captain and as a team
accept that we didn't play the same cricket.
We couldn't perform the same way. The
expectations that we had made of the team,
the way our senior players were, we didn't
execute.

BAN vs NEP: Bangladesh advance to
Super 8 after fending off feisty Nepal

w120 World Cup 2024: Tanzim

Hasan Sakib picked up 4 wickets as

Najmul Hossain Shanto’s
Bangladesh beat Nepal by 21 runs
to make their way through to the

Super 8.

L ————

New Delhi. Bangladesh went through to the
Super 8 of the T20 World Cup 2024 after
beating Nepal by 21 runs on Monday, June
17 at the Arnos Vale Ground in Kingstown,
St Vincent. After running Aiden Markram’s
South Africa close, Nepal tried their hearts
out to secure victory against a Test playing
nation in the history of the mega event, but
fell short yet again. The Tigers, in the
meantime, finished second in the table with
6 points and a net run rate of-0.333 thanks to
wins in 3 out of 4 games.

BAN vs NEP, T20 World Cup Highlights

Bangladesh also set the record of defending

the lowest score in the T20 World Cups.
Against Nepal, Bangladesh did not make the

best of starts as Tanzid Hasan Tamim gave
his wicket away to Sompal Kami on the very
first ball of the innings. Najmul Hossain
Shanto’s disastrous campaign with the bat
continued after Dipendra Singh Airee
dismissed him. Litton Das tried to put his
head down before getting out on 10.Towhid
Hridoy, Bangladesh’s standout batter this
season, got out cheaply as well. Shakib Al

Hasan, Jaker Ali Anik and Mahmudullah
Riyad got starts with knocks of 17, 12 and
13 respectively, before departing. It was
Rishad Hossain’s cameo of 13 off 7 and
Taskin Ahmed’s unbeaten 12 that helped the
Tigers post 106 on the board in 19.3
overs.For Sandeep Lamichhane, it was a
memorable day after he became the second-
fastest to the landmark of 100 T20I wickets.

Lamichhane finished with figures of 4-1-
17-2. Sompal Kami, Dipendra Singh Airee
and skipper Rohit Paudel picked up 3
wickets apiece.

Tanzim Hasan rattles Nepal
Bangladesh seized the initiative right from the

word go after a brilliant spell of bowling
from Tanzim Hasan Sakib. The speedster
leaked a boundary early, but then bowled 21
dot balls to finish with figures of 4-2-7-4.
Tanzim picked up the wickets of Kushal
Bhurtel, Anil Sah, Rohit Paudel and
Sundeep Jora, who had replaced Karan KC
in the XI.Aasif Sheikh, who played a handy
knock against the Proteas, scored 17 runs off
14 balls with 4 fours before Mustafizur
Rahman dismissed him. From there on,
Kushal Malla and Dipendra Singh Airee
took Nepal forward and brought up their 50-
run partnership off 53 balls. But Mustafizur
separated them after dismissing Malla, who
scored 27 runs off 40 balls.Bangladesh also
made the record of defending the lowest
score in T20 World Cups. Against Nepal,
Bangladesh did not make the best of starts as
Tanzid Hasan Tamim gave his wicket away
to Sompal Kami in the very first ball of the
innings.

BAN vs NEP: Najmul Hossain

To see West Indies at No.3 in T201 rankings: staouses bagadesh baters
a pleasing feeling: Rovman Powell

New Delhi.  West Indies captain Rovman
Powell said he is happy to see the side go
third on the ICC T20I team rankings ahead
of their clash against Afghanistan on June
18, Tuesday. The 2-time champions were in
a tight spot some time ago and in need of a
revival as they had missed the ODI World
Cup last year and the T20 World Cup in
2022. Under Powell's captaincy, they have
enjoyed a resurgence and climbed to the
third spot.

Speaking ahead of their top of th table Group C
clash with Afghanistan, Powell said they go
have pressure playing a World Cup at home
but it is all about managing it in the end. The
batter was pleased to see West Indies
continue their rise up the rankings after
being in the bottom half when he took over
and feels it is special to be in a side that is
ranked top 3 in the world at the moment.

"I think pressure is always there, especially
when you're at home, especially when you're
playing a World Cup at home. Pressure is

always there, but it's for us as individuals to
manage those pressures. And I think for me
as captain, when I started this journey 12 or
14 months ago, when I took over as captain,
we were at eight or nine in the ranking."To
see us at number three now in the world is a
pleasing feeling. And it shows that not just
myself, but the players are coming together
and we're doing something right. I've never
played in a West Indies team that is ranked
number three in the world. So that for me is
something special and hopefully, just

hopefully, we can continue to climb
those rankings," said Powell at the press
conference.

Good practice before Super 8

West Indies and Afghanistan have been
dominant in their group and Powell
feels their opponents on Tuesday have a
lot of match winners in their lineup. The
West Indies skipper feels that his side
will have to be at the top of their game to
beat them and the match will be good
practice before heading into the Super 8

matches.

"Obviously, it's a top of the table clash.

Afghanistan have been playing good T20
cricket and consistent T20 cricket. They
have a lot of match winners. So, it's
something that we have to come with our
best game. As I said before, they're playing
good T20 cricket. So, it's an opportunity for
us to play against another world class side.
Very good practice going into the Super 8
games," said Powell.

T20 World Cup 2024: Full Super 85 schedule
confirmed as India start on June 20

New Delhi. The Super 8 fixtures for the T20
World Cup 2024 has been set as Bangladesh
were able to beat Nepal to secure their
passage from Group D. Najimul Shanto and
Co. needed a win against the resilient Nepal
team and was facing pressure from the
Netherlands, who were facing Sri Lanka in
St Lucia. Bangladesh were made to work
hard to get the win by Nepal, who bundled

them out for just 106 runs.However, the
bowlers stepped up to the plate for
Bangladesh, with Tanzim Hasan picking up
4 wickets for just 7 runs and Mustafizur
Rahman got 3. Shakib Al Hasan added the
finishing touches as Bangladesh won the
match by 21 runs. The Netherlands, on the
other hand, lost their game to Sri Lanka by
83 runs and were knocked out of the

we-The Super 8s are set, and the full fixtures have

been revealed as Bangladesh qualified after
beating Nepal on June 17, Monday. India's
schedule has been revealed as they start their
Super 8 campaign on June 20.

tournament. With that, the Super 8 of the
tournament was confirmed and with that,
the fixtures for the next phase as well. The 8
teams to qualify are India (Group A), USA
(Group A), Australia (Group B), England
(Group B), Afghanistan (Group C), West
Indies (Group C), South Africa (Group D)
and Bangladesh (Group D). The 12 matches
will take place in the West Indies, with
Antigua, Barbados, St Lucia, and St
Vincent serving as the hosts.

Super 8: India's full fixtures
India will begin their campaign on June 20,

against Afghanistan at Barbados. Then they
head to Antigua to face Bangladesh, two
days later before ending the Super 8 stage
with a mouthwatering clash against
Australia at St Lucia on June 24. All of
India's matches will start at § PM IST.

buckle up in Super 8

New Delhi. Najmul Hossain Shanto said that he
was delighted after Bangladesh made their
way through to the Super 8 of the T20 World
Cup 2024. However, the skipper also admitted
that the Tigers have not been up to the mark as
far as their batting is concerned. On Monday,
Bangladesh beat Nepal by 21 runs at the Arnos
Vale Ground in Kingstown, St Vincent after
defending the lowest score (106) in the history
of the mega event.Defending the modest
score, they bowled Nepal out for 85 in 19.3
overs. Concerns remained with their batting
as Shanto, Litton Das and Tanzid Hasan
Tamim kept struggling in the top order. Shanto
said that the Tigers are confident of defending
low scores, but urged the batters to step up
with tough matches coming up in the Super

8.“T am very happy the way we played this
round. I hope we can continue our bowling
performance, not our batting. Hope our
batting performance will be fine in the next
round. We are not scoring much but we know
we can defend totals, if we can pick up early
wickets. That is what we told the bowlers, and
they are very good in the field also,” Shanto
said in the post-match presentation ceremony.

‘Fastbowlers have worked really hard’

Tanzim Hasan Sakib was the standout bowler
for Bangladesh against Nepal after he finished
with figures of 4-0-7-4 with the help of 21 dot
balls. Mustafizur Rahman bowled a wicket-
maiden in the penultimate over to derail
Nepal’s run-chase.“We have everything. All
the fast bowlers have worked really hard in the
last two or three years. In this format, the
bowling unit is very important, and I hope
they continue their form,” Shanto said.

Bangladesh finished the Group stage second in
the points after back-to-back wins against the
Dutch and Nepal. “In T20Is, momentum is
always important. We have to plan for the next
round and execute our plans,” Shanto added.

Bangladesh’s first Super 8 match is against
Mitchell Marsh’s Australia on Thursday, June
20 at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in North
Sound, Antigua.

Jonathan Trott says exposure in IPL has
made a difference to Afghanlstan cricket

Pakistan were knocked out of the
120 World Cup 2024 in the group
stage. While many blamed captain
Babar Azam and the senior
members of the team, the real
fault possibly lied with the
Pakistan Cricket Board, who
sabotaged the whole campaign.

Trott said he notices changes in

New Delhi. Head coach Jonathan Trott
reckoned that taking part in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) and other franchise
tournaments have helped Afghanistan
cricket grow big time over the years. The
Afghans have had a dream run in the T20
World Cup 2024, having already made their
way through to the Super 8 on the back of 3

wins in a row. Rashid Khan,
Mohammad Nabi, Azmatullah
Omarzai and Noor Ahmad were
amongst the Afghan cricketers
who took part in the previous
edition of the IPL.

the players whenever they
return from playing in domestic
leagues around the world. Trott
expressed his thoughts prior to
Afghanistan’s last Group C
match against the West Indies
on Tuesday, June 18 at the
Daren Sammy National Cricket
Stadium in Gros Islet, St Lucia.

‘Boys take a lot of pride’
“Well, I think the more exposure players have

got to the IPL and different franchises where
there's pressure all the time in this format of
the game, I think that'll only do us well and
serve us well going forward. [ know that the
players - and we had a lot of players at the

IPL every time they come back, I can see a
little bit of a difference or a change every
time they go away to franchise good and bad

changes,” Trott said in the pre-match press
conference.T20 World Cup Coverage |
Points Table | T20 World Cup 2024 Schedule

| Player Stats

“It's just about you know holding
on to those good ones and you
know making sure that we
address things that need to be
addressed. So, the guys are ready
we just had a really good training
session There was a lot of focus
there. I know the boys take a lot
of pride in representing their
country. So tomorrow, we'll be
onit,” Trottadded.

In the Super 8, Afghanistan will be
up against India, Australia and
Bangladesh on June 20, 22 and
24 respectively. But as of now,
Rashid’s men will look to stay

unbeaten and finish the group stage on top of

the table. They began their campaign with a

125-run over Uganda, after which they beat

New Zealand by 84 runs. Thereafter, the

Afghans got the better of PNG to win 3

matches inarow.
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REACTS to Kangana Ranaut
 etting Slapped in Chandigarh: 'At
N\ Least She Is Alive’

'.' ’? S : E : wara Bhasker weighed in on Kangana Ranaut getting slapped by a CISF

constable in Chandigarh. The actress, who has worked with Kangana in Tanu
Weds Manu, condemned the incident but called her out for allegedly justifying
/ violence. Noting that she defended incidents such as Will Smith slapping Chris
/ Rock at Oscars, Swara asked what one can say about that.“Anybody who is a
reasonable person will say that whatever happened with Kangana was wrong,”
Swara told Connect Cine. “There is nobody who will justify the violence or an
act of assault which Kangana suffered. So yes, what happened with her was
wrong and shouldn’t have happened. It is not right to assault anyone,” she
added.Swara went on to share, “Kangana just got slapped—and even that
should not have happened—-but at least she is alive, and has her security
around. In this country, people have lost their lives, they’ve been lynched to
death, shot dead in a train by a security personnel, in riots, security personnel
| have been recorded beating up people. Jo log ye saare acts ko justify kar rahe
hai, woh phir aake
Kangana ke case pe hume
mat sikhao.”
Addressing Kangana’s
old tweets and videos
allegedly justifying
violence, such as the Smitt
slapgate, Swara said, “The
problem with the Kangana
case is that she herself has
used her platform to
justify violence. Her past
tweets resurfaced,
including the one for
' . which she was banned
from Twitter, where
she has almost called for a genocide. .. Then she had also justified Will Smit
slapping Chris Rock at the Oscars, saying that if her mother or sister was
abused, she would have also slapped someone. So now what do you say?
What happened to her wasn’t right, and the one who did that has already been
suspended and punished. So there, justice has been served, but those who have
been killed in the last ten years in the country, the perpetrators are roaming
free.”For the unversed, Kangana was slapped by a CISF guard at the
Chandigarh airport on Thursday afternoon. The actress-turned-politician was
travelling to New Delhi days after her Lok Sabha elections win from Himachal
Pradesh’s Mandi constituency. The CISF woman constable, identified as
Kulwinder Kaur, has been suspended. An FIR is being registered against the
CISF constable at Chandigarh Airport based on a written complaint by CISF
officials. A complaint has also been filed by CISF to the local police.

Sonakshi Sinha /"

Wedding: Daisy Shah To Attend, Reacts To ';,\ ‘

Shatrughan's 'Kids Don't Ask Permission’ [

B ollywood actress Daisy Shah confirmed she has been invited to Sonakshi Sinha’s wedding with Zaheer Igbal, slated to take

_—

|
! 44“ 1I

place on June 23. The Race 3 actress revealed she knew about Sonakshi and Zaheer’s wedding. She confirmed she is one o

the many people who received the quirky wedding invite which eventually was leaked online and had gone viral. Ina recent
interview, Daisy praised the couple for the unique Weddmg invite and added that it is in tune with Shatrughan Sinha’s V1ra1
comment that ‘children these days do not ask for permission.’Speaking with Instant Bollywood, Daisy
said, “Those who were aware (of Sonakshi and Zaheer’s relationship), they weren’t shocked. I am one 7
of that person.” She added, “T really liked it. It is not a typical wedding invite. It had a snowy
background. It is very modern and fresh. Like Shatrughan Sinha ji rightly said, ‘Aaj ke bachche
inform karte hai, permission nahi lete’.
Their wedding invite completely justifies
that statement,” she said.Last week,
Sonakshi’s wedding invite was leaked
online. The wedding invite also
includes an audio QR code which
features a sweet message from
Sonakshi and Zaheer.“To all our hip,
tech-savvy and jasoos friends and
family who has managed to land
on this page, hi,” the note began
with Sonakshi greeting the /

invitees. “For the last seven / ‘
years that we have been / /

. : together, all the joy, love,
laughter and many, many / /
adventures has led us to this very moment,” Zaheer continued.

“The moment where go from being each other’s rumoured girlfriend and
boyfriend,” Sonakshi said, before Zaheer added, “To being each other’s definite
and official husband and wife.” “Finally! This celebration will not be complete
without you so drop whatever you’re doing on the 23rd of June and come party
with us. See you there,” the couple concluded the message.While Shatughan
Sinha had said that he wasn’t aware of the wedding at first, he then shared a
statement in which he said that ‘if” Sonakshi is getting married, he will support her
decision. Meanwhile, Poonam Dhillon and Honey Singh have confirmed that
Sonakshi is getting married and they will be attending the ceremony.

Varun Dhawan Shares FIRST Pic of

Daughter, Reveals He's Going To
Spend Father's Day Working

ollywood actor Varun Dhawan shared the
first picture of his daughter on the

occasion of Father’s Day. He said he is
the happiest to be a father of a baby girl. “Happy
Father’s Day. My father taught me that the best
way to celebrate this day is by going out there
and working for your family so Il be doing just
that. Couldn’t be happier to be a girl dad,”
Varun wrote.The Student of the Year actor also
shared a picture of his dog, proudly flaunting
his ‘dog dad’tag. Check out the photos below:

Fans took to the comments section and showered

Varun Dhawan with love. “You already are the
best dog dad and now you’ll be the best girl dad.
Happy Father’s Day, hero!!” a comment read.
“I melted at the first slide and then I swiped and

lostit,” added another. “Awwww ® @  gshe’s

the luckiest little girl, our choti princess ,” a
third comment read. “We are so happy for ya!”
a fan wrote.Varun Dhawan and Natasha Dalal
welcomed their first child, a baby girl on June 4
at Mumbai’s Hinduja Hospital. Today
afternoon, the couple made their first public
appearance with their baby girl, as they headed
home from the hospital. Following the news of
their baby’s arrival, it was reported that Varun
and Natasa will be moving into a bigger house.
Varun and Natasha were living in an apartment
in Juhu that Varun had purchased back in 2017.
However, recent reports suggest that the actor
has decided to rent fellow actor Hrithik
Roshan’s lavish sea-facing house in Juhu,
Mumbai.

A source told Hindustan Times, “Varun and

Natasha will be shifting into this house with
their daughter. It is a sea facing apartment,
currently occupied by Hrithik, who in turn is
moving to another apartment in the same
location Juhu. VD and family will have actor
Akshay Kumar and producer Sajid Nadiadwala
as neighbours, who are residing in the same
building.”

On the work front, Varun will be seen in Baby

John, backed by filmmaker Atlee.

Diljit Dosanjh BREAKS

Silence On His First Love
Amid Marriage Rumours:

'Mera Pehla Pyaar Toh...'

”~

about his “first love’in a recent podcast. The

Crew actor is very secretive about his
personal life. While there are rumours doing the
rounds that he is married and even has a child
from the marriage, Diljit has chosen to not
address the rumours. So when he was asked
about his first love, Diljit tactfully picked his
own name. I love myself bro. I love myself like
crazy, main apne aap nu bahut pyaar karda. Toh
mujhe lagta hai pehla pyaar toh main hi hoon
mera (laughs). Mera pehla pyaar main hi hoon (I
love myself a lot, I believe I am my own first
first love),” Diljit said, in n iterview with
Figuring Out podcast.

Punjabi singer Diljit Dosanjh opened up

When asked his take on selfless love, Diljit said,

“Chalo rakhi jao fir (laughs). I believe in first
loving yourself before loving others. Take care
of yourself first. If you are not loved and taken
care of first, how will you give that love to
someone else?”In the podcast, Diljit was also
asked his take on modern love vs old school
love. Diljit said that love has been evolving with
changing times. “There used to be Doordarshan
before, it was the only channel we had. Now,
there are so many channels. Similarly, food
preferences have changed, conversations have
changed, era has changed,” he said. When asked
if he also believes in a checklist for his partner,
Diljit replied, “I feel we should love ourself
first. When an aircraft also experiences
turbulence, you are asked to help yourself
before helping others. Similarly, love yourself.
If a person cannot love themselves, they cannot
love or respect anyone else. It is important to
love yourself first. People should try and
prioritise their own well-being first.”

All eyes went on Diljit’s love life when an

unnamed friend claimed Diljit has a wife and
child in a profile piece done by Indian Express
for their section, Sunday Express Eye. The
friend has claimed that the Punjabi singer’s wife
is an Indian-American and they share a son. “An
intensely private person, little is known about
his family but friends say his wife is an
American-Indian and they have a son, and his
parents live in Ludhiana,” the profile piece
mentioned. The report also claims that his wife
and son live in the US.
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