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Why G7 needs
allies like India

Agnipath, other questionable schemes under scrutiny

The adage that a soldier is never off duty was applied literally by the ruling party to boost its political prospects and force-multiply its message via the country’s soldiery.

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s presence as an
outreach guest at the G7 summit in Italy is a useful
backdrop for the launch of the new government’s
foreign and security policy.The G7 meeting has
brought out just how fragile the world order is
these days. India occupies a unique position here
as an oasis of political and economic stability, but
it cannot but take into account the turbulent
waters that are washing its shores.

The political situation in four of the G7 nations
appears brittle — the US and the UK are going to
the polls amid uncertainty, while Germany and
France are witnessing the rise of right-wing
forces. Two of the big world powers are, of
course, entirely out of the G7 process, which
purports to promote democracy. But those two,
China and Russia, are making major efforts
separately and collectively to challenge the G7’s
purported global hegemony.The presence of
India, Turkey, Brazil and some other countries is
an acknowledgement that the G7 needs allies to
manage issues relating to migration, climate
change, economic competition with China and
the wars in Ukraine and Gaza. In turn, these
countries are seeking to persuade the G7 nations,
which are increasingly economically and
demographically challenged, on the need for
more equity and balance in global decision-
making.In all this, Modi’s central challenge and
opportunities are in India’s neighbourhood and
beyond. While continuity has been the central
message that the BJP-led NDA government has
sent out, there will be inevitable changes arising
from the very fact that the General Election has
shifted the national political paradigm.

The presence of leaders from Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Mauritius and
Seychelles at the swearing-in of the new
government speaks for itself, as does the fact that
the leaders of Myanmar, Pakistan and
Afghanistan were not invited. India’s relations
with those invited are fairly even, even though we
face challenges in Nepal, Sri Lanka and the
Maldives. The participation of Maldives
President Mohamed Muizzu was significant
because of our strained relations with the island
republic.The Indian strategy of riding out the
Chinese challenge in the neighbourhood was
most visible last year when Sri Lanka faced a
financial crisis. China played hard to get, but New
Delhi immediately provided humanitarian and
financial assistance of $4 billion, surpassing even
the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF’s) 48-
month bailout package of $3 billion. By providing
financial assurances, New Delhi also shored up
Sri Lanka’s IMF process.The absence of
Pakistan, whose then Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif had attended PM Modi’s 2014 swearing-
in, has its own story of just how sharply India-
Pakistan relations have deteriorated, even though
the government in power is that of the Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz), albeit in a coalition.

India says it emphasises its Neighbourhood First
policy as well as SAGAR (Security and Growth
for all in the Region) for the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR). It has China very much on its mind.
Whatever may be the military challenge India
confronts along the disputed border, the one it
faces from China in South Asia and the IOR is
equally significant and has implications for the
geopolitical future of the region.China, too, is a

A year after India witnessed one of its worst rail

THE advent of a genuine coalition government has kindled

hope among a cross-section of defence veterans and
security analysts regarding a salutary makeover of some
questionable schemes and directives imposed upon the
military by the political leadership over the past decade.

The foremost among these is the Agnipath scheme,

launched in mid-2022, to recruit
personnel below officer rank (PBOR),
known as Agniveers, for a limited tour of
duty (ToD). The Janata Dal (United), a
critical constituent of the National
Democratic Alliance, has demanded a
review of the scheme amid public
disaffection with it in Bihar and other
states. According to reports, the
government has tasked a group of
secretaries from 10 ministries to review
Agnipath and suggest ways to make the
recruitment programme more ||
attractive.Under Agnipath, PBOR are |
being recruited for all three services fora
four-year ToD, following which just 25
per cent of them would be retained to
complete 15 years of military service.
The remaining 75 per cent — the
demobilised Agniveers — would
reportedly be provided employment in
the paramilitary, state or railway police
forces or other attendant security
agencies. Public sector banks and insurance companies
and other associated state-run financial organisations,
too, would be called upon by the government to absorb
these disbanded soldiers, airmen and sailors, each of
whom would receive around Rs 12 lakh, tax-exempt, as
their severance pay.Meanwhile, a series of directives
from the Ministry of Defence (MoD) to the armed forces,
which triggered unease within the services as well as
among veterans, are likely to be reassessed or quietly
abandoned.

One such was the mandate issued last May by the Army

headquarters at the MoD’s behest, requiring all soldiers
on home leave to promote ‘nation-building’ endeavours
in their respective village, town and city neighbourhood
communities by publicising the merits of government
welfare schemes like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan. The scheme was to be monitored by
the soldiers’ individual units through a quarterly
feedback, supported by photographs and video clips.

Additionally, these ‘soldier ambassadors’ were directed by

the Army’s Ceremonials and Welfare Directorate, which
functions under the Adjutant General’s office —
responsible for the forces’ overall administration — to
instil patriotism and nationalism in their respective

neighbour and, it too, was not present. In an
interview to Newsweek on the eve of the General
Election, Prime Minister Modi had noted that
there was a need to “urgently address the
prolonged situation on our borders so that the
abnormality in our bilateral interactions can be
put behind us.” Last week, speaking in Mumbai
after taking charge of the Ministry of External
Affairs for a second term, S Jaishankar said India
would focus on finding solutions to the border
issues that had bedevilled their relationship.

American ties with New Delhi are on a high after
Modi’s Washington visit last June. While US
elections could disrupt some of the bonhomie,
they are unlikely to lead to any major change. But
managing ties in a potential Trump presidency
will definitely be a strain, though the Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun issue is unlikely to create major
problems. The American focus, regardless of who
wins, is likely to be China, though there is a

danger that another US-China tariff war could
affect us in the form of collateral damage.

The National Testing Agency must live up to expectations and, together w

IN an article published in The Tribune (August 5, 2023), I
had argued that the NEET (National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test) system was a desirable and essential
piece of reform, but it required fine-tuning. The recent
controversy surrounding NEET-UG 2024 underscores
the urgency for improvement, though it points only
towards the mishandling of the NEET exam and not the
redundancy of the system itself. The issue is now before
the Supreme Court. We must realise that an exercise that
borders on the sacred for our students and their parents
must be executed flawlessly and in a manner that
inspires the highest measure of confidence in the system.
Events such as those that have transpired this year erode
confidence in the system and demoralise students. NEET
was introduced to bring about transparency and
meritocracy in the admission system. Genuine concerns
had been raised about the earlier admission system
adopted by some private medical institutions being
opaque and dishonest. Evils like capitation fees had
tainted the system. Besides, candidates were forced to
undergo multiple entrance examinations across the
country to maximise their chances of getting admission
to one medical college or another. A single nationwide
examination like NEET was necessary to address this.

Unsurprisingly, this much-needed measure of reform was
resisted by some. NEET, though initially planned in
2010, could not be implemented for a year or so on
account of perceived flaws in its initial notification. It
was only in 2012 that the Medical Council of India, in
consultation with the Union Government, properly
notified it. The exam could not be conducted that year
since students did not have enough time to prepare.
Before it could be rolled out from the next year onwards,
the apex court intervened. The notification of the exam
was set aside by a three-judge Bench with a 2:1 verdict.
The court was approached to review and reconsider its
decision. Ultimately, it reversed the decison and allowed
NEET to be implemented.

This landmark ruling paved the way for a major verhaul of

disasters — a collision involving Coromandel
Express and two other trains in Odisha’s Balasore
district had claimed over 290 lives — nine persons

circles, motivate and mentor the youth and organise
sports events for them.Senior military officials said the
Army Training Command in Shimla had issued
guidelines for these soldiers to follow with regard to
these ‘educative’ tasks with the aim of ‘leveraging’ their
skills and innate discipline towards augmenting nation-
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building. Senior veterans had estimated that at any given
time, the armed forces would have 3,50,000 ‘social
warriors’ engaged in this government-led mega publicity
drive. All soldiers are entitled to two months’ leave
annually, in addition to 30 days of casual leave, but for
now it remains unclear how successful this scheme has
proved to be.At that time, many veterans had said that
this scheme had been foisted upon the services, its
instructions framed by the MoD to make it appear
voluntary to ward off protests and court cases. In short,
the adage that a soldier is never off duty was applied
literally by the ruling party in a bid to boost its political
prospects and force-multiply its message via the
country’s soldiery.Concomitantly, the MoD had also
directed the installation of geo-tagged ‘selfie points’ by
its various departments and related organisations to
showcase the achievements of the government in the
military realm. The proposed 820-odd selfie points, in
most instances carrying PM Modi’s picture, were
focused on defence public sector undertakings, the
Border Roads Organisation, the Coast Guard, the
Defence Research and Development Organisation,
Sainik schools and the National Cadet Corps, among
other associated bodies.

No lessons learnt from 2023 Odisha mishap

were killed and over 40 were injured after a goods
train rammed into the stationary Sealdah-bound
Kanchanjunga Express in West Bengal’s
Darjeeling district. The deceased included the pilot
and co-pilot of the goods train. According to
reports, the automatic signalling system between
the Ranipatra railway station and the Chattar Hat
junction had been defective since 5.50 am —
around three hours before the mishap happened.
Railway Board chairperson Jaya Varma Sinha has
stated that the collision happened because the
goods train disregarded the signal. As usual, an
inquiry is underway to identify the lapses and fix
accountability, while the Centre has announced Rs
10 lakh each for the kin of the deceased.

The Balasore tragedy had raised hopes that lessons would be

learnt in order to prevent or minimise rail mishaps.
However, the situation on the ground doesn’t seem to have
changed. In October last year, a collision between two

Clean up NEET to restore public confidence

the medical admission system in India. The §
NEET system could finally be put in place.
Wider consultations with stakeholders and
state governments had also brought out the |
need to hold NEET in local languages in
addition to English. This was important to
ensure equity among students coming from
different regions. Of course, it was visualised
by the policymakers that once NEET was
rolled out, improvements would be made :
whenever necessary.

Over the years, the conduct of NEET has, more
or less, been free from controversy. In this
backdrop, this year’s events are unfortunate.
It is vital that all issues that have arisen be
resolved as soon as possible. The National
Testing Agency must live up to expectations |
and, together with the Central Government,
take immediate remedial measures that
reassure all stakeholders. Honesty,
transparency and accountability in the
admission process ust be seen and felt as
having been restored.Ifthere are any systemic issues that
call for change, those must not be swept under the carpet.
They must be urgently and constructively addressed.

One oft-debated area of concern is whether a multiple-
choice question (MCQ)-based examination is the best
method of selecting medical students. A related and
valid criticism is that this format of examination has
resulted in the mushrooming of private coaching
academies to prepare students for the high-level
competition. These academies are prohibitively
expensive and concentrated in tier I and tier II cities and
towns. As a result, students whose families cannot afford
to pay such high fees are deprived of this valuable
training tool. Urban students are able to gain an unfair
advantage over their rural counterparts, who may lack
easy access to coaching academies. There is a
widespread belief that without the benefit of coaching in
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these expensive academies, it is very difficult to compete
for admission to medical colleges. Many meritorious
students from a poor or rural background thus feel
handicapped.

Additionally, students begin to ignore their Class XII
board exams, where a 50 per cent score is sufficient to be
eligible for taking NEET. Consequently, students do not
take their Class XI and XII studies or exams seriously,
losing out on the development of analytical and
scientific skills. I am shocked to learn from some
students that many of their classmates join such
academies and don’t attend classes at school. It appears
that some schools are keen to certify them as regular
students so as to allow them to sit in the Class XII board
examination.Some alterations to the current system
must be considered. The NEET question papers could
include questions framed on the basis of the state board
syllabi, so that an equal opportunity is available to

In its directive, the MoD had declared that these ‘selfie

points’ would also be located at prominent locations with
the “maximum footfall and the potential of attracting
public attention”, like war memorials, rail and Metro
stations, bus terminals, airports, malls, schools and
colleges and even festival gatherings. The ministry had
also suggested a
‘feedback mechanism’,
including a dedicated
app which would
enable people to upload
selfies and post them on
social media platforms
to further transmit the
ruling party’s message
in the election season.A
bunch of veterans, all of
whom requested
anonymity, criticised
Project Udbhav
(genesis), launched late
last year to “synthesise
ancient wisdom with
contemporary military
practices to forge a
unique and holistic
approach to address
modern security
challenges”. This joint
venture between the Army and the United Services
Institution think tank, aimed at capitalising on India’s
5,000-year-old civilisational legacy to “comprehend its
enduring connect, relevance and applicability in modern
times” is in consonance with the BP’s penchant for
invoking India’s ancient glory.This included studying,
examining and analysing the writings of Chanakya
(Arthashastra), post-Mauryan Kamandaka (Nitisara) and
Tamil saint-poet Thiruvalluvar (Thirukkural), all of
which the Press Information Bureau (PIB) declared
“aligned with modern military codes of ethics or just war
and principles of the Geneva Convention”.

The PIB went on to state that Udbhav was a “visionary

initiative by the Army seeking to integrate age-old
wisdom with contemporary military pedagogy”, in
addition to enhancing “strategic thinking, statecraft and
warfare”. In short, Udbhav, according to the government,
was poised to “foster deeper understanding of military
matters and contribute to enriching military curricula”.

Regrettably, it was left to veterans, albeit sotto voce, to flag

Bengal train tragedy

these political and contentious enterprises, and to those
still in service to implement this publicity blitzkrieg.
Perhaps after the recent electoral verdict, both domains
will breathe somewhat easier.

passenger trains on the Howrah-Chennai
line in Andhra Pradesh’s Vizianagaram
district had claimed 14 lives; in February
this year, a freight train ran driverless for
about 70 km from Kathua (Jammu) to
Dasuya (Punjab) — it was just a stroke of
luck that no major accident happened.

The spotlight is back on Kavach, the ‘train
collision avoidance’ system aimed at
preventing accidents due to human error. It
is being implemented in a phased manner,
but the pace of route coverage is rather slow
— in stark contrast to the government’s
emphasis on speed on the rail tracks. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese
counterpart Fumio Kishida have pledged to
expedite the bullet train project, but the
Bengal mishap has shown that safety must

take precedence over the glitz and glamour of ultra-fast

trains.

ith the Centre, take inmediate remedial measures that reassure all stakeholders.

students from all regions. Well-
designed MCQs, which can assess the
intellectual capacity of our students
and not merely their rote learning,
must be introduced. The emphasis
needs to be on evaluating the mental
ability, quality of reasoning, depth of
knowledge and analytical thinking.

It will also be helpful to attach some
weightage in the medical admission
process to the Class XII board
examination score. This may motivate
students to undertake a more broad-
based learning approach and reduce
the importance of coaching institutes
focusing only on rote learning and
mastering multiple-choice
questions.Policymakers should
examine the possibility of a hybrid
system for undergraduate medical
admissions, with weightage for the
NEET score (say 50 per cent) and the
balance weightage for the score in the Class XII board
examination or other similar (objective and transparent)
performance criteria. This approach may not be met with
much objection as far as the state quota seats are
concerned. However, in view of the differing standards
and the evaluation process across different states, it may
be less than ideal for the all-India quota seats and Central
institutes like AIIMS unless some system of equalisation
or normalisation is put in place to be applied to various
education boards.

NEET was an essential step in the right direction. The
present controversy has impacted its credibility.
Necessary action must be taken immediately to restore
public confidence. Politicisation of the issue must be
avoided at all costs. We cannot afford to return to the old
ways of doing things. The very future of our young
citizens is at stake.
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Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
gains $4 billion in a day,
becomes 11th richest

NEW DELHI. Jensen Huang, the CEO of Nvidia, has
climbed to the position of the 11th richest person
globally, according to Forbes's real-time billionaire
rankings, after his net worth surged by over $4 billion in
justone day.

The CEQO's surge in wealth comes on the back of Nvidia's
rise to becoming the world's most valuable public
company, led by a significant boost from advancements
in artificial intelligence.Nvidia has dethroned
Microsoft and Apple, which had been vying for the top
position in recent days.Nvidia saw its stock rise by
3.5% on Tuesday, reaching a market value of $3.34
trillion, which contributed to Huang's total net worth
climbing to nearly $119 billion.

Nvidia's shares have shown exceptional growth, more
than doubling in value this year after tripling in 2023.
Over the past five years, the shares have gained almost
28 times.The company’s shares have skyrocketed over
170% this year alone, and 1,100% since their October
2022 low.This growth has been driven by Nvidia's
dominance in Al technologies, especially chips,
powering everything from advanced data analytics to
autonomous vehicles.In its latest quarterly report,
revenue more than tripled to $26 billion, while net
income surged seven-fold to $14.9 billion.According
to Forbes, Jensen Huang, who was ranked as the 546th
wealthiest individual globally in 2019, has seen his net
worth surge by over $114 billion in the last five years.
This represents a remarkable increase of more than
2250%.By the end of 2023, Huang's net worth had
reached $21 billion, making him the 76th richest person
in the world.

Explained: Why Indus Towers
shares plunged 10% in early
trade

New Delhi, Shares of telecom infrastructure developer
Indus Towers tumbled as much as 9.6% to Rs 344.70 in
early trade on Wednesday.As of 10:19 am, the shares of
the company recovered slightly and were trading
4.28% lower at Rs 329.80.The steep decline followed
news that Vodafone Group has significantly increased
its share sale in Indus Towers.It may be noted that the
Vodafone Group has raised its stake sale in Indus
Towers to nearly 18%, up from about 10%, for up to Rs
16,500 crore, according to a term sheet seeny news
agency Reuters.

This block sale by Vodafone Group affiliates has been
increased to a 17.98% stake, compared to the previous
9.94%.The sudden increase in the share sale hasled to a
sell-off in Indus Towers' stock, with shares sliding
nearly 10%.Despite the current trading price drop,
analysts on average rate Indus Towers as a "hold" with
amedian price target of Rs 350, which is slightly higher
than the current trading price, according to LSEG data
quoted by Reuters.

Record run continues on D-
Street as Sensex, Nifty hit all-
time highs

New Delhi Benchmark stock market indices continued
their record run on Dalal Street as the S&P BSE Sensex
and NSE Nifty50 hit all-time highs.

The S&P BSE Sensex gained 0.31% to 77,543.22 at 9:15
am, while the NSE Nifty50 also rose 0.31% to open at
23,629.85.1t may be noted that 12 of the 13 major
sectors posted gains, with 46 of the Nifty 50 companies
advancing.Small-caps and mid-caps also climbed,
rising 0.5% and 0.35% respectively, reaching all-time
highs.Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities Ltd, said, "Market sentiment has been
bolstered by increasing bets on a US soft landing and a
potential September rate cut by the Federal Reserve.
Technically, Nifty targets are set at 23,750 and 24,000,
with critical support at 23,250 and the 200 DMA at
21,268. Options data suggests a trading range of
23,000-24,000, with significant resistance at 24,000
and support at 23,000."Meanwhile, Dr. VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services, said, "Higher highs and higher lows
are clear indicators of a strong bull rally. This is
happening now in the Nifty which has set four days of
record highs. Net institutional activity has turned
positive with both FIIs and DIIs turning buyers."

Bank deposits outshine credit
by Rs 1 lakh cr in May

MUMBAI. Banks’ continuous efforts to mobilise
deposits are finally bearing fruit with the funds
mobilsed during the last fortnight of May overshooting
the loans provided to customers in absolute terms.
Deposits totalled at Rs 2.7 trillion (Rs 2.7 lakh cr) as
against credit offtake totalling at Rs 1.7 trillion,
something that has been the opposite in over two
years.Banks have been chasing deposits with attractive
pricing as the people were parking their money in
stocks and mutual funds which have been offering
more returns. Leading banks have increased their
deposit pricing many times in the past a few quarters as
there were more demand for credit.

However in percentage growth terms, credit expansion is
higher by 19.8% year-on-year (YoY) to reach Rs 167.8
trillion for the fortnight ending May 31, 2024. In
absolute terms, credit expanded by Rs 27.7 trillion
during the past 12 months to reach Rs 167.8 trillion as
of May 31, while deposits grew by 12.8% YoY for the
fortnight or by Rs 25.1 trillion over the last 12 months
to reach Rs 210.9 trillion.However for the fortnight to
May 31, in absolute terms, deposit expanded by Rs 2.7
trillion as against credit expansion of Rs 1.7 trillion,
according to the RBI data collated by Care Ratings.
While sequentially credit expansion was up only by
1%, deposits increase has been by 1.3% in the reporting
fortnight, said Sanjay Agarwal, a senior director with
the agency.This has had the credit-to-deposit ratio,
which has been hovering around 80 since September
2023, has declined marginally or by 20 bps to 79.6 for
the fortnight ending May 31.Deposit growth, though
showing improvement, has lagged credit growth in the
past year. It is expected to be prominent in FY25 as
banks intensify efforts to strengthen their liability
franchise. This focus aims to prevent constraints on
credit uptake due to deposit growth, the agency said,
adding deposit growth is likely to range between 13 and
13.5 percentin FY25.

Decoding Nvidia's meteoric rise: From gaming
GPU maker to world's most valuable company

Nvidia’s rise to the top spot
in global market value is
more than a financial
achievement; it’s a
testament to the
transformative power of Al

NEW DELHI Once known for developing

company’s stellar run also reflects it on
Wall Street.The company’s shares have
skyrocketed over 170% this year alone,
and 1,100% since their October 2022
low.This growth has been driven by
Nvidia's dominance in Al technologies,
especially chips, powering everything
from advanced data analytics to
autonomous vehicles.In its latest
quarterly report, revenue more than
tripled to $26 billion, while net income
surged seven-fold to $14.9 billion.

These figures not only highlight Nvidia’s
current strength but also reinforce its
future potential in an Al-driven world.

$1 trillion in just 96 days

graphics cards for gaming on laptops and Nvidia’s journey from a market value of $2

PCs, Nvidia has now clinched the title of

the world’s most valuable company—a
journey that’s nothing short of epic.Just
this Tuesday, Nvidia’s shares shot up by
3.5%, pushing its market worth to a mind-
blowing $3.34 trillion. The reason behind
Nvidia's rapid growth? The soaring
demand for its Al-optimised chips,
crucial for the development of advanced
Al software and products.Nvidia’s
meteoric rise is a clear indicator of Al’s
transformative potential and the

DEE Piping Systems PO opens:
Should you subscribe or skip

New Delhi, The initial public offering Should you subscribe?
(IPO) of DEE Piping Systems (DEE Swastika Investmart Ltd in its report said

Development Engineers Limited)
opened for subscription on Wednesday.

DEE Development Engineers Limited
provides specialised process piping
solutions and manufactures industrial
pipe fittings and accessories for
various industries, including oil and
gas, chemicals, and electricity. The
public issue was already subscribed
0.5 times as of 11:21 AM with retail
investors leading the bidding. DEE
Piping Systems IPO has a price band
of Rs 193 to Rs 203 per share and will
close for bidding on June 21, 2024.

DEE Development Engineers
announced on Tuesday that it has
secured more than Rs 125 crore from
anchor investors in a filing with the
exchange.

The engineering firm said that it had
allocated 61,602,777 equity shares to
anchor investors ata price of Rs 203 per
share.

trillion to $3 trillion in just 96 days is
unprecedented.For context, it took
Microsoft 945 days and Apple 1,044 days
to make the same leap, according to
Bespoke Investment Group.This
highlights the frenzied enthusiasm
surrounding Al and Nvidia’s pivotal role
in this space.

Al-powered dream run

Nvidia's financial metrics are also
impressive, indicating that its dream run

that DEE Development Engineers, a

leading player in the Indian process It further added that some key risks
piping solutions industry, has exposure

to a niche sector with high barriers to
entry."DEE boasts a strong competitive
position with established client
relationships and a diverse portfolio of
specialised offerings. Notably, the

company benefits from a robust order
book and consistent financial
perfomance," said Swastika.

necessitate careful consideration.

2024, at 10:55 AM.With an issue price
of Rs 203 per share, the estimated
listing price is Rs 283, with an
anticipated gain of 39.41% per share.

may continue in the Al-fuelled world.

Analysts project the company’s revenue for
the current fiscal year to double to $120
billion, with an additional 33% growth
expected in fiscal 2026, reaching $160
billion, according to LSEG data quoted in
a Reuters report.Meanwhile, Nvidia’s net
margin stands at a strong 53.4%,
significantly higher than Apple’s 26.3%
and Microsoft’s 36.4%.

Despite the rapid rise in its share price,
Nvidia's forward price-to-earnings ratio
is at 43. While this is higher than the S&P
500’s 21 times earnings, it reflects a
moderated valuation from last year’s
peaks.Even then, investor confidence

"Despite the premium
valuation of 82.85x P/E,
DEE's market leadership,
consistent growth trajectory,
and strong order book
warrant consideration for
long-term investors. Thus,
we recommend a 'Subscribe’'
rating for the long term," said
Swastika Investmart.DEE
Piping Systems IPO latest
GMP

The latest Grey Market
Premium (GMP) for DEE
Development Engineers'
IPO is Rs 80, as of June 19,

Indus stake sale may fetch Yoda $1.1 bn

after Bharti Airtel denied reports that it Brokerage JP Morgan in a note on

Last week it was reported that UK-based
Vodafone was mulling to sell its entire $2.3
billion stake in Indus Towers via block deals.

Vodafone currently owns 21.5% in Indus
Tower via different entities.

NEW DELHI. Telecom giant Vodafone
Group is all set to sell about 10% stake
in Indus Towers for as much as $1.1
billion on Wednesday as a part of its
efforts to repay debt. Vodafone will sell
268 million shares in Indus Towers via

block deals atapricerange of Rs310to &

Rs 341 per share (a discount of up 10%
from Tuesday’s closing price), valuing
the stake between $996 million and
$1.1 billion. Shares of Indus Towers
closed on June 18 at Rs 346.45, up
1.67% onthe NSE.

Last week it was reported that UK-based
Vodafone was mulling to sell its entire
$2.3 billion stake in Indus Towers via
block deals. Vodafone currently owns
21.5% in Indus Tower via different
entities. The stake sale comes months

It has plans to repay part of its $42.17
billion net debt using proceeds from
Indus stake sale. The company in 2022
had announced it would be offloading
its 28% stake but has managed to sell
only a small portion so far.

was in talks to buy Vodafone’s stake in
Indus Towers. Airtel is Indus Towers’
biggest shareholder, with 47.95%
stake. Vodafone has hired Bank of
America, Morgan Stanley, Jefferies and
BNP Paribas to manage the deal.

| Plans to repay part of $42.17 billion

Vodafone Group has plans to repay
part of its $42.17 billion net debt using
proceeds from Indus stake sale. The
company in 2022 had announced it
would be offloading its 28% stake but
has managed to sell only a small portion
so far.

Tuesday said Vodafone Group’s
probable stake sale in the company
could drive cashflows of $2.3 billion
which could see accelerated repayment
to vendors like Indus Tower and even
drive a special dividend to the

shareholders of the Indian tower
company.“As per the security
package agreed upon during
merger of erstwhile Bharti Infratel
and Indus Towers, Vodafone’s 21%
stake in Indus was the primary
pledge by its lenders against $1.4
billion loan Vodafone Plc taken in
2019 to participate in Idea’s rights
issue while Indus Towers had a
secondary pledge with a maximum
liability of Rs 42.5 billion,” said JP
Morgan.

net debt

New Delhi,
Investor Advisory Services (IiAS) has urged
Raymond shareholders to vote against the
reappointment of Gautam Singhania as Chairman
and Managing Director (CMD) at the upcoming
AGM on June 27.1AS has called for both
Singhania and his estranged wife, Nawaz Modi,
to be removed from their positions until their
divorce proceedings are resolved.Singhania, who
has served on Raymond's board since April 1,
1990, faces allegations from Modi of domestic
violence and misuse of company funds for
personal purposes.liAS said, "Until the divorce
issues are settled and an independent
investigation is completed, we expect both
Gautam Singhania and Nawaz Modi to step off
the board."Despite these accusations, Raymond’s
board has proposed reappointing Singhania for
another five-year term.

IiAS noted that no updates have been provided
since December 2023 regarding any independent
investigation into the allegations, urging
shareholders to protect the company from intra-
promoter disputes.liAS also raised concerns

remains solid, driven by Nvidia’s
leadership in Al and its consistent
growth.
Nvidiarides Al wave
Nvidia’s success is emblematic of the
wider Al-driven enthusiasm
reshaping the tech
industry.Companies like Super
Micro Computer and Arm Holdings
have also experienced significant
gains, reflecting the broader
market’s embrace of Al
potential. However, Nvidia’s ability
to maintain its growth and fend off
competition will be crucial for its
continued success.Bespoke analysts
caution that "Nvidia's run has been
incredible, but it will need to keep
growing from here and stave off
competition if its stock is going to keep
putting up stellar returns."Nvidia’s rise to
the top spot in global market value is more
than a financial achievement; it’s a
testament to the transformative power of
AL As the world increasingly relies on Al
for innovation and efficiency, Nvidia
finds itself at a distinct advantage, firmly
positioned in the front seat as a leader in
this space.

Gautam Singhania’s

reappointment as Raymond CMD
opposed by proxy advisory firm

Proxy advisory firm Institutional
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about Singhania’s proposed remuneration,
deeming it excessive for the size of the business
and not in line with industry peers.

The proposed structure, effective from July 2024 to
June 2027, could see Singhania's remuneration
exceed regulatory limits, potentially amounting
to around Rs 35 crore, or over 5% of the profit for
FY24.This is significantly higher than the
median salary of Raymond employees, with
Singhania receiving approximately Rs 20 crore in
FY24, added the proxy advisory firm.

On November 28, 2023, TliAS urged Raymond's
independent directors to investigate the
allegations against Singhania and to ensure both
he and Modi abstain from board activities during
the investigation.In a stern letter, [iAS
emphasized the seriousness of the accusations
and the negative impact on investor confidence,
reflected in the recent decline in Raymond’s
stock price. The firm stressed the need for
transparency and accountability, warning against
the perception that such accusations are tolerated.

Nvidia surpasses Microsoft, Apple to
become world’s most valuable company

Shares of Nvidia climbed around
3.5% on Tuesday, pushing its
market value to about $3.34
trillion. With this leap, Nvidia has
dethroned Microsoft and Apple.

NEW DELHI. Nvidia has surpassed tech
giants Apple and Microsoft to become the
world’s most valuable company, a
milestone driven by an unprecedented
surge in its shares.

Shares of Nvidia climbed around 3.5% on
Tuesday, pushing its market value to
about $3.34 trillion. With this leap,
Nvidia has dethroned Microsoft and
Apple, which had been vying for the top
position in recent days.The
unprecedented rise in Nvidia’s market
value is primarily fuelled by the soaring
demand for its Al-optimized chips.The
company’s shares have surged over 170%
this year alone, skyrocketing by around
1,100% since their low in October 2022.

The rise and rise of Nvidia

Exceptional earnings and growing investor

enthusiasm for Al have supported the
company's meteoric rise. Nvidia's market
value surged from $2 trillion to $3 trillion
in just 96 days.For comparison,
Microsoft took 945 days and Apple 1,044
days to make the same leap, according to
Bespoke Investment Group.Historically, On the other hand, Exxon Mobil, once the

only 11 US companies since 1925 have
held the top spot in market value on a
closing basis, Howard Silverblatt, senior
index analyst at S&P Dow Jones Indices,

told news agency Reuters.The fortunes of
these companies have varied widely.
Microsoft, for example, hit the number
one spot in the late 1990s but struggled
post-dotcom bubble before rebounding
strongly in the past decade.

world’s most valuable company, saw its
shares decline due to falling oil prices.
Cisco, another former leader, serves as a
cautionary tale, peaking during the

dotcom boom only to see its shares
plummet afterward.Nvidia's
exceptional performance is
highlighted by its recent quarterly
results, where revenue more than
tripled to $26 billion and net income
surged seven-fold to $14.9 billion. The
company’s revenue for the current
fiscal year is projected to double to
$120 billion, with an additional 33%
growth expected in fiscal 2026,
reaching $160 billion, according to
LSEG data quoted by Reuters.Despite
the rapid increase in its share price,
Nvidia's forward price-to-earnings
ratio is at 43, which is elevated
compared to the S&P 500’s 21 times
earnings but has moderated from last
year’s levels.While Nvidia stands out,
other technology companies like
Super Micro Computer and Arm
Holdings have also seen significant
gains, driven by the burgeoning Al
market.Nvidia’s continued success
hinges on its ability to sustain growth and
fend off competition, noted Bespoke
analysts. For now, its robust earnings and
optimistic forecasts keep it ahead of the
pack, securing its position as the world’s
most valuable company.
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Nalanda University: Then and Now
| A 1600-year transtormation in pics

Nalanda University was
established in 450 CE by
Gupta Emperor
Kumaraqupta I. Later, it
also received patronage
from Harshavardhana and

the Pala rulers. According to

legends, invaders destroyed

this university in the 12th
century. Before that, this
ancient institution had been

providing education for
approximately 800 years.

New Delhi:Established around 450 CE by

Gupta Emperor Kumaragupta I, Nalanda
University was a beacon of learning in ancient
India. Nestled in the heart of Bihar, this
institution was not just a university but a
monumental centre of education, attracting
scholars from across the globe. Over time, it
garnered the patronage of prominent rulers
like Harshavardhana and the Pala kings,
which allowed it to flourish for centuries.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday

inaugurated the new campus of Nalanda
University, worth Rs 1700 crore. This marks
his first official visit to the state since being
sworn in for a record third term as Prime
Minister.PM Modi in his address expressed
his pleasure at visiting Nalanda University
within just 10 days of beginning his third term
as Prime Minister. He emphasised that
Nalanda represents more than just a name; it
embodies identity, reverence, and enduring
values. He underscored the resilience of
knowledge, noting that while fire may
consume books, it cannot eradicate

knowledge itself.Located about 90
kilometers from Patna and
approximately 12 kilometers south
of Bihar Located about 90
kilometres from Patna and
approximately 12 kilometres south
of Bihar Sharif, the ruins of this
world-famous ancient Buddhist
university still stand today.
Regarded as the second-oldest |
university in the world after -
Takshashila, it served as a **
residential campus and existed for -
800 years.Nalanda University was

the world's first residential university Nalanda
University was the world's first residential
university where students from around the
globe came to study. It had over 300 rooms,
seven large halls, and its library, named
Dharmagunj, spanned nine stories. Turkish
Muslim ruler Bakhtiyar Khilji set fire to
Nalanda University. The library housed so
many books that the fire burned for three
months continuously. The Dharmagunj

Library housed more than 9 million books. In
its time, the university was known for
teaching Hindu and Buddhist studies. In
ancient times, subjects such as literature,
astrology, psychology, law, astronomy,
science, military strategy, history,
mathematics, architecture, linguistics,
economics, and medicine were taught here. In
the new campus, the university has
established separate schools for Buddhist

studies, philosophy, comparative
religion studies, history, environmental
and ecological studies, and
management studies.The Dharmagunj
Library housed more than 9 million
books. The Dharmagunj Library housed
more than 9 million books. In the new
campus of Nalanda University, there are
two academic blocks with 40
classrooms. The campus
accommodates seating for a total of
1900 students. The university also
features two auditoriums. Additionally,
an International Center and an
amphitheater have been constructed, with a
capacity to seat 2000 people. Furthermore,
there are faculty clubs and a sports complex
for the students.Foreign envoys from a total of
17 countries attended the ceremony. The
inauguration ceremony was attended by
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, Bihar
Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar,
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, and Nalanda
University Chancellor Arvind Panagariya.

Over 1,200 illegal structures

Delhi Burger King shooting:
Portugal-based gangster
claims responsibility

New Delhi: A day after the Burger King shooting that
claimed one life, Himanshu Bhai, a wanted gangster
who fled India and is currently in Portugal, shared a post
on social media claiming that he and Naveen Bali
(currently lodged in Tihar Jail) are responsible for the
murder that took place in west Delhi's Rajouri Garden
on Tuesday night.A total of 40 gunshots were fired
outside a Burger King outlet in west Delhi's Rajouri
Garden, in which a person was killed, claimed the
gangster."The person killed in Rajouri Garden was

|

involved in the murder of our brother Shakti Dada, and
this was an act of revenge. Everyone else involved will
also be targeted soon," the gangster said on his social
media post.

Interpol had issued a red-corner notice against
Himanshu.About a month ago, Himanshu ordered his
shooters to fire at a Fusion car in West Delhi, in which
one shooter was later killed by the Special
Cell.Himanshu is a rival of the Lawrence Bishnoi gang
and has recently orchestrated a series of violent
incidents in and around Delhi and Haryana.

Some Indian Millionaires Are
Migrating To This Country,
Says Report

New Delhi: Approximately 4,300 millionaires are
projected to leave India this year, with a significant
number choosing the UAE as their destination,
according to a recent report by international
investment migration advisory firm Henley &
Partners.ast year, the same report noted that 5,100
Indian millionaires relocated abroad.India, the
fastest-growing economy in the world, is expected to
rank third globally in terms of millionaire migrations,
following China and the UK. While India has now
overtaken China as the world's most populous nation,
its net millionaire exodus is less than 30% percent of
China's.

"While India loses thousands of millionaires each year,
with many migrating to the UAE, concerns over the
outflows may well be mitigated as with wealth growth
of 85% over the past decade, the country continues to
produce far more new high-net-worth individuals
than it loses to emigration," the report states.

The report highlights that many of the departing
millionaires retain business interests and second
homes in India, which suggests ongoing economic
ties.

UAE's Investment Advisory Sector

Indian private banks and wealth management platforms
are actively expanding into the UAE to offer seamless
investment advisory services to their clients. Recent
examples include Nuvama Private and LGT Wealth
Management, both known for supporting Indian
clients with global diversification and expansion
needs.Similarly, other banks are also bolstering their
presence in the UAE, ensuring competitive wealth
management services for Indian families."Kotak
Mahindra Bank and 360 ONE Wealth are joining the
dots to provide Indian families with wealth
management services on the ground in the UAE,
ensuring that they don't lose out to their competitors,"
the Henley report said.

Around 1,28,000 millionaires worldwide are expected
to relocate in 2024, with the UAE and the USA
topping the list of preferred destinations.

AC blast triggers another
massive fire in Ghaziabad flat

New Delhi:A blast in an indoor air
conditioner unit triggered a
massive fire in a flat in
Ghaziabad's The Merlin society
in Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday
night.This was the second such
fire caused by an AC blast in
Ghaziabad in two weeks. There
were no injuries or casualties.Six
fire tenders had to be deployed to
bring the blaze under control.
Two fire tenders were deployed
from Vaishali, two from
Sahibabad and two from Kotwali
fire station.

As per a report, Ghaziabad has
recorded 518 fire incidents in
April and May. Of these, 32 incidents
of fire reportedly were due to short
circuits or blasts in AC units.Last
week, five members of a family,
including a seven-month-old boy and
a seven-year-old girl, were killed

Tihar Jail Ordered To Provide Air Cooler To
Conman Sukesh _Chundrusekhur

New Delhi: Delhi's Patiala House
Court, in a recent order, directed
the jail authorities to provide an
air cooler to Sukesh
Chandrasekhar on medical
grounds at his own expense.

Chandrasekhar, who is in judicial
custody in connection with the ?
200 crore extortion case, had
sought relief on the medical
grounds that he had developed
skin problems due to a high
temperature.After considering
the submissions and facts
centralised air conditioning system at
Mandoli jail is under repair, Additional
Sessions Judge (ASJ) Chander jit Singh
passed the direction.

The court said that it is a matter of record,
being the report filed by Jail
Authorities, that the applicant/accused

that

after a massive fire broke out in a
residential building in Ghaziabad's
Behta Hazipur locality. A short
circuit led to the fire, police said.In
the first week of June, a fire broke out
at a house in Ghaziabad following a

has been advised to maintain optimum
temperature for recovery and to avoid
further exposure to skin
disease."Therefore, it is directed that
jail authorities shall take all measures
to maintain the optimum room
temperature in the cell where
accused/applicant Sukesh
Chandrashekhar is lodged and if need

blast in the compressor of an air
conditioner. A portion of the
house was gutted in the
blaze.The residents of the house
climbed onto the terrace of the
building to escape from the fire.
They were then rescued by the
fire department personnel.A
month ago, four flats in Arihant
Harmony high-rise in
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
suffered major damage due to a
fire. The blaze was likely caused
due to overheating in a diesel
generator (DG) set.The
development comes as North
India, including Ghaziabad,
continues to reel under an
unprecedented heatwave, forcing
residents to seek comfort in ACs.
ACs running for hours at a stretch
causes extreme heat in the
compressor, leading to an explosion.

razed in Lucknow's Akbar
Nagar in demolition drive

New Delhi: More than 1,200 illegal properties in
Uttar Pradesh's Akbar Nagar (a neighourhood in
Lucknow) have so far been demolished as part of
the Kukrail river beautification and rejuvenation
project. The demolition drive, which began on June
10, was being carried out by the Lucknow
Development Authority (LDA).The drive was
launched following a court order for the demolition
of 1,068 illegal residential and 101 commercial
constructions in Akbarnagar I and II.

THE BACKGROUND

Last year, the LDA, citing illegal construction on
Kukrail's riverbed and banks, told the Allahabad
High Court that the Kukrail water channel be kept
clean.The authority told the court that slum
dwellers, over a long period of time, have
unauthorisedly occupied the banks of the Kukrail
water channel. All the drains of the slum,
containing its waste (such as fecal matter) were let
loose in the Kukrail water channel, which flows to
the river Gomti, it said.

Thus, around 1158 constructions raised by the
petitioners were required to be removed.For the
rehabilitation of the slum dwellers, the LDA came
up with a rehabilitation policy under which all the

BPL (below poverty line) persons were offered

appropriate flats made for the Economically
Weaker Section (EWS) on the production of their

ration card or other appropriate documnts, proving

be, to achieve this optimum
temperature, to provide private
cooler to applicant/accused at his
own expense," ASJ Singh ordered on
June 3.

The court observed, "The scorching
heat Delhi is experiencing is
unprecedented. At the time of
framing the Delhi Prison Rules 2018,
such a circumstance may not have
been contemplated to emerge in the
future.""Therefore, in the backdrop
of this unprecedented situation,

contention relating to health of

inmate/accused Sukesh

Chandrashekhar has to be interpreted

under the umbrella of the general

principle that careful attention is not
only to be given for treatment to sick
people but also to matters connected
with the health prisoner," the court said.

that they belong to BPL category.Later, in areliefto
the residents of Akbar Nagar 1 and 2 areas in
Lucknow, the Allahabad High Court on March 6
allowed them time till March 31 to vacate the
disputed premises. Thereafter, it shall be open for
the LDA to clear the said area, the court ordered.

Upholding the High Court's order on the demolition
drive, the Supreme Court on May 10 clarified that
no slum dweller should be evicted without being
given alternative accommodation.The Bench of
Justices Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta upheld
the Allahabad High Court's observations.

YOGIADITYANATH's DIRECTIONS

On June 14, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath asked officials to immediately remove
encroachments on the banks of rivers and
ponds."There are encroachments on the banks of
the Ramganga river in Moradabad. A similar
situation can be seen in Kashi, Saharanpur and
other districts," the Chief Minister's Office (CMO)
said in a post on X quoting Adityanath." At present,
efforts are being made for the revival of the Kukrail
river in Lucknow. Illegal settlements have been
removed and (their residents have been)
rehabilitated elsewhere.

How WhatsApp text led to woman's arrest
for hushand's murder after 3 years

The police found that

three years on, police have finally
managed to crack the mystery thanks to

the entire murder
was plotted by the

a WhatsApp message and an IPS
officer's pursuit.The police found that
the entire murder was plotted by the
wife, Nidhi, of the deceased so that she

the accident, which occurred on October
5, 2021, even though he suffered serious
injuries.Desperate to get Vinod killed,
Nidhi then activated plan B and asked
Dev Sunar to shoot her husband. Around
two months after the accident, Sunar

took care of his family members and legal
fees. After the incident, Nidhi sent her
daughter to live with her uncle in
Australia. Her lavish lifestyle, however,
made Vinod's family
suspicious.However, three years later a

wife of the deceased
so that she could
marry her gym
instructor.

New Delhi: A mini truck hits a man near his
house, leaving him seriously injured and
both legs broken in 2021. The driver of
the truck, Dev Sunar, forces the victim,
Vinod Barara, to withdraw the case.
However, the victim refuses, and the
truck driver shoots him dead inside his
house.An open and shut case, one would
presume. However, there is more to this
grisly murder case than meets the eye and

could marry her gym instructor.
Vinod Barara, who ran a computer
institute, was married to Nidhi and
the couple had a daughter. They
lived in Haryana's
Panipat.However, things took a turn
in their life after Nidhi fell in love
with her gym trainer, Sumit, and an
affair started. Vinod soon got a whiff
of their affair and confronted his
wife. The issue led to frequent

arguments between the couple.Nidhi,
unable to take the daily altercations, **

plotted to kill her husband with

Sumit. The duo gave contract to Dev
Sunar of Punjab to kill Vinod by crushing
him under his truck. Sunar was paid
around Rs 10 lakh in cash for the hit
job.However, Vinod managed to survive

barged into Vinod's home and shot him

dead at point-blank range.Sunar was
arrested and he confessed to the crime. He
claimed that he killed Vinod as he refused
toreach an out-of-court settlement.\
While Sunar was in jail, Nidhi and Sumit

WhatsApp message landed on Panipat SP
Ajit Singh Shekhawat's phone that
claimed Sunar was not the only
culprit and Vinod's close family
members were also involved in the
conspiracy behind his murder.The
messgae was sent by Vinod's brother
Pramod, who stays in Australia. The
police formed a team and started
looking into Sunar's call details.
Police found that Sunar was
constantly in touch with Sumit.As
police started to dig deep, they found
several calls were made by Sumit to
Nidhi, Vinod's wife. Some of the calls
were of long durations.Sumit was taken
into custody by police and he eventually
confessed that he got Vinod killed on the
orders of Nidhi.
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US Secret Service agent
robbed at gunpoint during
Biden’s Los Angeles trip

World . A Southwest Airlines flight came within 400 feet
of crashing into the Pacific Ocean off the coast of Hawaii
after pilots were forced to change course as they were
unable to see the runway due to unfavourable weather
conditions.Passengers travelling on the Boeing 737 Max
8 aircraft from Honolulu International Airport to Lihue
Airport in Kauai had their hearts missing the beats when
the plane dropped from an altitude of 16,000 feet to 409
feet.The incident occurred on April 11 when the pilots
were forced to abort a landing attempt after bad weather
blocked them from seeing the runway, according to a
Southwest Airlines memo to pilots accessed by
Bloomberg.The first officer, who is less experienced,
"inadvertently" pushed forward on the control column,
which controls the plane's pitch and roll, then reduced
the speed, causing the flight to lose altitude and descend
rapidly.According to the memo, the captain opted to put
the first officer in command of the 100-mile flight
despite the adverse weather. The captain ordered the first
officer to increase thrust, which resulted in the plane
"climbing aggressively" at 8,500 feet per minute.

Amidst this, an alarm on the warning system was sounded
to signify that the aircraft was coming very close to the
terrain due to the pilot's aggressive movement. The flight,
which was to be completed in around 22 minutes, left
Honolulu at 6:45 pm (local time) and returned to
Hawaii's capital again at 8:09 pm after the incident.
Nobody suffered any injuries during the white-
knuckling ride.A Southwest Airlines spokesperson told
Fox News Digital in a statement that the issue "was
being addressed appropriately”."Nothing is more
important to Southwest than safety. Through our robust
Safety Management System, the event was addressed
appropriately as we always strive for continuous
improvement,” the spokesperson said.The Federal
Aviation Administration, the US's civil aviation agency,
told Fox News Digital that it was "investigating the
incident".This came after a similar incident involving a
United Airlines flight occurred off Maui on December
18, 2022. The plane, a Boeing 777-200, plummeted to
775 feet above sea level from 2,200 feet for almost 20
seconds after it took off from Maui.

Vladimir Putin meets Kim
Jong Un in first visit to North
Korea in 24 years

Seoul, UPDATED. Russian President Vladimir Putin
arrived in North Korea early on Wednesday, after
saying the two countries want to cooperate closely to
overcome U.S.-led sanctions in the face of intensifying
confrontations with Washington.Putin was met at
Pyongyang’s airport by North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un. They shook hands and embraced, and Kim later
joined Putin in his car to personally guide him to
Pyongyang’s Kumsusan State Guest House, North
Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency said.
The agency described their meeting as a historic event
that demonstrates the “invincibility and durability” of
the two nations’ friendship and unity.

Putin, making his first trip to North Korea in 24 years,
said in comments that appeared in its state media hours
before he landed that he appreciates the country’s firm
support of his military actions in Ukraine. The Kremlin
launched a full-scale invasion of the neighboring
country in 2022.He said the countries would continue
to “resolutely oppose” what he described as Western
ambitions “to hinder the establishment of a multipolar
world order based on justice, mutual respect for
sovereignty, considering each other’s interests.”

Putin’s visit comes amid growing concerns about an
arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides
Moscow with badly needed munitions to fuel Russia’s
war in Ukraine in exchange for economic assistance
and technology transfers that would enhance the threat
posed by Kim’s nuclear weapons and missile program.

In the North Korean capital of Pyongyang, the streets
were decorated with portraits of Putin and Russian
flags. A banner on a building said: “We warmly
welcome the President of the Russian Federation.”

Putin also said in his published remarks that Russia and
North Korea will develop trade and payment systems
“that are not controlled by the West” and jointly
oppose sanctions against the countries, which he
described as “illegal, unilateral restrictions.”

North Korea is under heavy U.N. Security Council
economic sanctions over its nuclear weapons and
missile programs, while Russia is also grappling with
sanctions by the United States and its Western partners
over its aggression in Ukraine.

Justin Timberlake Was
"Wasted" Before Drink
Driving Arrest, Say
Witnesses

World Pop star Justin Timberlake was arrested early
Tuesday morning in the Hamptons on charges of
driving while intoxicated or impaired (DWTI). Despite
Timberlake's claim that he only had "one martini"
during his night out, sources suggest he was actually
“wasted”. Later, the star was produced before the
court on one charge of DWI and released from police
custody in New York, CNN reported. ccording to the
arrest report, officers detected a "strong odour of an
alcoholic beverage". The pop star-turned-actor also
received citations for running a stop sign and failing
to stay in his lane.Timberlake refused three attempts
at a breathalyser test during the incident, reported
Page Six. he 43-year-old was dining and drinking at
The American Hotel, according to NBC News. The
hotel offers a wide range of beverages, including
single malt Scotch whiskies and Armagnacs, with
some bottles priced up to $5,100.At one point, just
before closing, somebody got up to go to the
bathroom and left his drink on the table. When the guy
came back, Justin was drinking his drink," an insider
told The NY Post. "The guy goes, 'Justin, that's my
drink!"'It remains unclear what exactly the singer was
drinking or what he accidentally sipped from the other
person's drink.

Timberlake was reportedly visiting the hotel "with a
bunch of friends.
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530 Haj pilgrims die amid scorching heat

in Mecca, mercury rises t051 degrees

Riyadh. Diplomats on Tuesday said at least

550 pilgrims died during the Haj,
underscoring the grueling nature of the
pilgrimage which again unfolded in
scorching temperatures this year.

At least 323 of those who died were

Egyptians, most of them succumbing to
heat-related illnesses, two Arab
diplomats coordinating their countries’
responses told AFP.“All of them (the
Egyptians) died because of heat” except
for one who sustained fatal injuries
during a minor crowd crush, one of the
diplomats said, adding the total figure
came from the hospital morgue in the Al-
Muaisem neighbourhood of Mecca.At
least 60 Jordanians also died, the
diplomats said, up from an official tally

of41 given earlier on Tuesday by Amman.
The new deaths bring the total reported so

far by multiple countries to 577,
according to an AFP tally. The diplomats
said the total at the morgue in Al-
Muaisem, one of the biggest in Mecca,
was 550.The Haj is one of the five pillars
of Islam and all Muslims with the means

chmate change, according to a Saudi
study published last month that said
temperatures in the area where rituals are
performed were rising 0.4 degrees
Celsius (0.72 degrees Fahrenheit) each
decade.Temperatures hit 51.8 degrees
Celsius (125 Fahrenheit) at the Grand
Mosque in Mecca on Monday, the Saudi
national meteorology center said.

HEAT STRESS

Earlier on Tuesday, Egypt’s foreign
ministry said Cairo was collaborating
with Saudi authorities on search
operations for Egyptians who had gone
missing during the Haj.While a ministry
statement said “a certain number of
deaths” had occurred, it did not specify
whether Egyptians were among
them.Saudi authorities have reported
treating more than 2,000 pilgrims
suffering from heat stress but have not
updated that figure since Sunday and
have not provided information on
fatalities.At least 240 pilgrims were
reported dead by various countries last
year, most of them Indonesians.

water over their heads as volunteers
handed out cold drinks and fast-melting
chocolate ice cream to help them keep
cool.Saudi officials had advised pilgrims
to use umbrellas, drink plenty of water
and avoid exposure to the sun during the
hottest hours of the day.But many of the
Haj rituals, including the prayers on
Mount Arafat which took place on
Saturday, involve being outdoors for
hours in the daytime.Some pilgrims
described seeing motionless bodies on
the roadside and ambulance services that
appeared overwhelmed at times.Around
1.8 million pilgrims took part in the Haj

this year, 1.6 million of them from abroad,

Each year, tens of thousands of pilgrims
attempt to perform the Haj through
irregular channels as they cannot afford
the often costly procedures for official
hajj visas.This places these off-the-
books pilgrims at risk as they cannot
access air-conditioned facilities
provided by Saudi authorities along the
Haj route.One of the diplomats who
spoke to AFP on Tuesday said that the
Egyptian death toll was “absolutely”
boosted by a large number of
unregistered Egyptian
pilgrims.“Irregular pilgims caused great
chaos in the Egyptian pilgrims’ camps,
causing the collapse of services,” said an
Egyptian official supervising the
country’s hajj mission.“The pilgrims
went without food, water, or air
conditioning for a long time.”They died
“from the heat because most people had
no place” to take shelter.Earlier this
month, Saudi officials said they had
cleared hundreds of thousands of
unregistered pilgrims from Mecca ahead
of the Haj.Other countries to report

must complete it at least once.

The pilgrimage is increasingly affected by

AFP journalists in Mina, outside Mecca, on
Monday saw pilgrims pouring bottles of UNREGISTERED PILGRIMS

according to Saudi authorities.

Indian-American Suhus Subramanyam winsa

Indian-American Suhas Subramanyam
emerged victorious in the Democratic
primary for a Congressional seat in
Virginia. The 37-year-old was born in
Houston to Indian-American parents who
migrated to the US from Bengaluru.

Washington. Indian-American Suhas
Subramanyam has won the
Democratic primary for a
Congressional seat in Virginia,
defeating 11 other candidates,
including fellow Indian-American
Krystle Kaul.The first Indian-
American, South Asian and Hindu to
be elected to the Virginia General
Assembly in 2019 and to the Virginia
State Senate in 2023, Subramanyam
was running for the US House of
Representatives from the 10th
Congressional District of Virginia,
which has a sizable Indian-American
population.Its current
occupant,Democrat Congresswoman
Jennifer Wexton, announced last year
that she would not be running for the

seat.Subramanyam, 37, was born in
Houston to Indian-American parents
who migrated to the US from
Bengaluru. In 2015, he was appointed
by then-President Barack Obama to
serve as a White House technology
policy advisor.Wexton had endorsed
Subramanyam, who now faces Mike
Clancy from the Republican Party.

In an interview with news agency PTI
early this year, Suhas said he was
running for Congress to ensure a better
future for the US."The Congress is here
to solve problems and to be proactive
about the future. We should not be
legislating not just for the next two
years, but for the next 20 or 30 years. I
want my children -- I've got two girls
who are two and three -- I want them to

live in a better country and in a
better world than what we found,"
he said.

| Suhas said he wanted everyone to
have a chance at the American
dream."My parents are from
Bengaluru and Chennai and spent
some time in Secunderabad as
well. They came here because they
wanted to start a new life here.
They wanted to be physicians and
you can make a great life in
America as a physician," he said.He
added that his parents didn't have much
when they came here but they became
successful through education and
hardwork."l want to make sure that
everyone has a chance at that American
dream. Everyone has a chance of
creating a great business if that's what
they want to do or being a part of'a great
business and that they can empower
themselves economically," he
said."But it really started with the fact
that our community education is the
great equaliser, and you can lift
yourselfup from any situation if you do
well and study hard and work hard. I
want to make sure that stays the same
way," he further said.

Kuwait to give $15,000 to families of
victims who died in building fire: Report

World The Kuwaiti government will
give USD 15,000 (approx Rs 12.50
lakh) as compensation to the families
of the victims of the devastating fire at
a building housing migrant workers,
which killed 50 people, including 46
Indians, according to a media report.

On June 12, a massive fire broke out at
the seven-storey building in Mangaf
in southern Kuwait due to a short
circuit in the guard's room on the
ground floor, Kuwaiti authorities
said. The building housed 196
migrant workers, mostly
Indians.According to an Arab Times
report, the victims' families will
receive compensation on the orders
of the Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah.The compensation payments
will be processed and delivered to the

respective embassies, including India's,

the newspaper said, citing Kuwaiti
government sources.The newspaper
said the concerned embassies would

ensure that the compensation is
distributed to the families of the
victims and ensure that the aid reaches
them promptly.

The compensation will be given to
support bereaved families during their

difficult times.On June 13, a special
Indian Air Force flight went to Kuwait
to bring back home the remains of 45
Indians. The plane arrived in Kerala's
Kochi the next day and the bodies were
transported to the victims' respective

native places.

Most of the victims (23) belonged to
Kerala, followed by seven from Tamil
Nadu, three each from Andhra Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh, two from Odisha,
and one each from Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Bihar, West Bengal,
Punjab, Haryana and Jharkhand.

According to reports, one more
Indian who was undergoing
treatment in Kuwait succumbed to
his injuries, pushing the overall toll
to 50. Efforts were on to establish
his identity.

! Meanwhile, Kuwait's public

| prosecutor initiated an

investigation into the fire tragedy
and the probe aims to uncover the
circumstances behind the incident.

A Kuwaiti citizen and several foreigners
were arrested so far on charges of
manslaughter and causing injuries due
to negligence in security and safety
measures following the incident.

deaths during the Haj this year include
Indonesia.

Indian-origin man jailed for 5
weeks for punching Singapore
cop while drunk

Singapore A court in Singapore has sentenced an
Indian-origin man to five weeks in jail for
punching a Singapore police officer in an
inebriated state while arguing in a rowdy crowd of
over 10 men.

The single punch was so powerful that it knocked
the officer unconscious "for at least a minute" and
caused him to suffer temporary memory loss,
according to areport by TODAY newspaper.

On Tuesday, Devesh Raj Rajasegaran, 24, was
sentenced to five weeks in prison. He had pleaded
guilty in March this year to one count of
voluntarily causing hurt.Devesh will appeal
against the sentence, according to the report.

The court heard that the victim was one of four
police officers dispatched to an area in Circular
Road in the central business district on June 25,
2022, after a member of the public informed them
around 3 am of "more than 10 people having an
argument".Prior to this, Devesh and his friend
Eeshwar Ravi were drinking alcohol nearby.

When the police arrived, they spotted a group of
individuals, including Devesh and Eeshwar,

involved ina "commotion" in Circular Road.

The officers, who were wearing civilian clothes at
the time, approached the group, identifying
themselves as police officers. Three of them were
volunteer police officers.While the victim and
another officer were interviewing a member of
the group, Devesh approached them to confront

the individual who was being interviewed. Soon
after, Devesh threw a punch, hitting the police
officer on the left side of his head.Deputy Public
Prosecutor Brian Tan said in court documents,
"The accused was intoxicated when he punched
the victim. As a result of the accused's punch, the
victim lost consciousness for at least a
minute."The officer was later taken to the
Singapore General Hospital by ambulance.
Between the time he was punched and when he
reached the hospital, he drifted in and out of
consciousness several times.The victim was
given seven days' hospitalisation leave and
reported suffering temporary loss of memory and
bad headaches for at least three days after the
incident.

Netanyahu slams Biden for withholding
weapons, slowing Israel’s Rafah offensive

President Joe Biden has
delayed delivering certain

heavy bombs since May over

spoke directly to the camera in
English as he lobbed sharp
criticisms at Biden over
“bottlenecks” in arms
transfers.“It’s inconceivable that

concerns about Israel’s
killing of civilians in Gaza.

Jerusalem Israeli

Prime Minister

in the past few months, the
administration has been
withholding weapons and
ammunitions to Israel,”
Netanyahu said, adding, “Give us
the tools and we’ll finish the job a

15s to Israel to move forward, after a
delay while one lawmaker sought
answers from the Biden
administration on Israel’s current use
of U.S. weapons in the war in
Gaza.With Israel’s war against Hamas
now in its ninth month, international
criticism is growing over U.S. military
and diplomatic support for the Israel’s
campaign of systematic destruction in
Gaza, atahuge costincivilian lives.

Benjamin Netanyahu on Tuesday
claimed the United States is withholding
weapons and implied this was slowing
Israel’s offensive in the southern Gaza
city of Rafah, where fighting has
exacerbated the already dire
humanitarian situation for
Palestinians.President Joe Biden has
delayed delivering certain heavy bombs
since May over concerns about Israel’s
killing of civilians in Gaza. Yet the
administration has gone to lengths to
avoid any suggestion that Israeli forces
have crossed a red line in the deepening
Rafah invasion, which would trigger a
more sweeping ban on arms
transfers.Netanyahu, in a short video,

lot faster.”Netanyahu also claimed

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
in a recent visit to Israel, said he was
working around the clock to end the
delays.

However, Blinken said Tuesday the only
pause was related to those heavy bombs
from May.“We, as you knw, are
continuing to review one shipment that
President Biden has talked about with
regard to 2,000-pound bombs because of
our concerns about their use in a densely
populated area like Rafah,” Blinken said
during a State Department news
conference. “That remains under review.
But everything else is moving as it
normally would.”etanyahu didn’t

elaborate on what weapons were being
held back, and the Israeli military
declined to respond to a request for
comment. Ophir Falk, a foreign policy
adviser to Netanyahu, deferred questions

on details to the U.S.
government.Responding to Netanyahu’s
claim Tuesday, White House press
secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said, “We
generally do not know what he’s talking
about. We just don’t.”She added that the
U.S. is having “constructive discussions”

The top United Nations court has
concluded there is a “plausible risk of
genocide ” in Gaza — a charge Israel
strongly denies. Israel blames civilian
deaths on Hamas, saying militants
operate among the population.Both
Netanyahu and Biden are balancing their
own domestic political problems against
the explosive Mideast situation, and the
embattled Israeli leader has grown
increasingly resistant to Biden’s public
charm offensives and private pleading.

with Israel about the paused shipment of Experts say Netanyahu’s message —

heavy bombs and that it’s the only
transfer being delayed.Two top
Democrats in Congress cleared the way
this week for a $15 billion U.S. sale of F-

delivered only in English — is likely
meant to shore up U.S. arms support and
doesn’t appear to indicate on-the-ground
shortages.
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Cristiano Ronaldo mocks
Czech Republic goalie after
Portugal winner

New Delhi. A video of Cristiano Ronaldo
mocking the Czech Republic goalkeeper
after Portugal's winner during the Euro
2024 clash has now gone viral. The 2016
Euro winners secured a comeback win
against Czech Republic on June 18,
Tuesday, after going behind in the 62nd
minute to a goal from Lukas Provod.
However, Portugal equalised in the 69th
minute through a Robin Hranac own
goal.As the match edged into stoppage
time, Francisco Conceicao became the
hero for the former champions as he
scored in the 92nd minute to seal all 3
points for his side. As Conceicao wheeled
off celebrating his goal, cameras caught
Ronaldo mocking the Czech goalkeeper
Jindrich Stanek, who was left in anger
after seeing his side concede the late
winner.Ronaldo had a chance in the first
half, that was blocked by Stanek as it
prevented Portugal from taking the lead.
While the Portuguese superstar didn't find
himself on the scoresheet, he was a
constant threat inside the box and led the
line well. Ronaldo had 100 percent pass
accuracy on the day. The Al-Nassr star had
thought he had helped his side score yet

Ready to make another upset: USA train hard
ahead of Super 8 clash vs South Africa

«France captain Kylian Mbappe
broke his nose in the team's
first match at Euro 2024
against Austria. Mbappe had to

be subbed off after he was left
bleeding due to an aerial clash

late in the match.

New Delhi. The USA team has been running
hard yards in the nets ahead of their Super 8

clash against South Africa at the Sir Vivian

Richards Stadium, Antigua on June 19,

Wednesday. It must be a pinch-me moment

for the Americans who reached this far in the
T20 World Cup 2024 and that too in their
very first appearance at the big stage. The
USA team is ensuring that they break a sweat
and leave no stone unturned in the Super 8s
as well. USA cricket posted a special video
on their Instagram, giving a sneak-peak into

departments on a sunny day in the
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American team managed to edge past

Canada in the tournament opener and
went onto pull off a massive upset over
Pakistan in their next match. They held
their nerves till the end to register a
Super Over win against Pakistan. They
had a close contest against India in the
Group A match as well, which they
eventually lost. The washout game
against Ireland in Florida resulted in the
Monank Patel-led side qualifying for
the Super 8s.In the Super 8s, the USA
are placed in the Group 2 alongside
heavy-weights like England, West
Indies and South Africa. After
showcasing their prowess in the group
stage, the USA will be eager to pull off
an upset or two in the Super 8s as well.

The USA opener Aaron Jones showed his
confidence in the team getting the
better of South Africa.

"I mean I don't want to get into too deep
about the whole meetings and stuff we
have but I'll say we have some guys that
played against South Africa and played
with South African guys in the past and
we have some South African guys on
our team as well. So, we have a bit of

insight on the team and yeah, hopefully
everything goes well," Jones told the media
in the pre-match press-conference.

Not a small team anymore:
Markram says SA will need to be at
their best to beat USA

New Delhi. South Africa skipper Aiden
Markram has claimed that his side would
need to be at their best if they have to beat

Caribbeans. The USA were sensational in the
group stage as they registered 2 wins and
made it to the Super 8s alongside India. The

Pakistan as they knocked them out of the race
to the Super 8 stage.
USA's journey to Super 8sUSA hammered

the team's practice session.The players were
doing their respective training drills as they
covered the bowling, batting and fielding

Belief of beating any team: Aaron Jones
reveals USA's Super 8 mantra before SA match

New Delhi. USA opener Aaron Jones that we could beat anybody. Even

again when his header was deflected on to
the path of Diogo Jota. However, Ronaldo
was a fraction off-side for it.

Ronaldo sets new Euro record

The match against the Czech Republic also
unlocked a new milestone for Ronaldo.
The Portuguese superstar became the first
player in the history of football to take part
in 6 different editions of the Euros.
Ronaldo announced himself at the Euros
in 2004, where Portugal reached the final
to end up as runners-up.

Ronaldo has since gone on to be Portugal's
main man in the competition and holds the
record for most appearances and most
goals in the tournament's history. Portugal
will next be in action against Turkiye on
22nd June, who also started with a 2-1 win
against Georgia.

Virat Kohli meets West Indies

legend Sir Wesley Hall, receives

signed hook in Barbados

New Delhi. Star India cricketer Virat Kohli
met West Indies legend Sir Wesley Hall at the
Kensington Oval in Barbados. Kohli shared
a heart-warming interaction with the 86-
year-old West Indies legend after the team's
practice session in Barbados. Kohli also
received a signed book from Hall as they
were clicked by the media at the stadium.
Hall gifted the 35-year-old his
autobiography book named "Answering the
Call -The extraordinary Life of Sir Wesley
Hall". Kohli is currently with the Indian team
at the Caribbean island for the T20 World
Cup 2024.marquee tournament. Kohli has
not been in the best of form in the T20 World
Cup 2024 so far. The batter, who was asked
to open alongside Rohit Sharma, has
managed to score only 5 runs in 3 matches.
Kohli has been India's top-run scorer in T20
World Cups since 2014. However, he has
been dismissed at the scores of 1, 4 and 0
against [reland, Pakistan and the USA.
However, certain experts have showcased
their trust in Kohli and have backed him to do
well in the West Indies leg.

Kohli's form in T20 World Cup 2024

Yeah, I think he's just in America. I think he's
relying on the other players to get him
through there. But I think he's really got to
step up over in the Caribbean. And I think the
likes of Mitchell Starc and other left-arm
bowlers bowling to Virat Kohli, he'll be
looking for that ball to come in. The one, the
straight one is the one, it worries me because
he's been playing away from his body a little
bit of late," Brad Hogg told Star Sports.

Hall played 48 Test matches and claimed 192
wickets. He also took 170 wickets in his first-
class career. The 6 ft 2 inch tall cricketer
terrified batters all over the world. It was a
fearsome sight with Hall running in to bowl
with the red cherry in his hand.

reveals the team's mantra for the Super 8s
before the match against South Africa at
the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium, Antigua
on June 19, Wednesday. Jones said that
their side has carried a belief of beating
any team in this world before coming into
the T20 World Cup 2024. As a host-nation,
the USA created a lot of buzz in a country
which was not so familiar with cricket.
The Monank Patel-led side managed to
enter the Super 8 stage of the tournament
by putting up stellar performances in the
group stage.The USA have had a dream
run in the T20 World Cup 2024 so far in
their home leg. Before coming into the
tournament, marking their first-ever
appearance, they beat Bangladesh 2-1 in a
T20I series. The USA hammered Canada
before pulling off a massive upset over
Pakistan by beating them in the Super Over.
The side also challenged India in the Group
A match before losing the contest. Their

washout game against Ireland meant that
they advanced into the Super 8s. The USA
managed to edge past Pakistan to make it to
the next stage of the tournament.

The USA team's strong belief

Jones affirmed that the USA will take on the
big teams like South Africa, West Indies and
England with a similar mindset.Well, to be
honest to you, I think it starts with the belief

before the World Cup. We've had
a few series and obviously
everybody knows we came out
on top against Bangladesh,
which 1s a really good team to be
honest. So, we always believed
before the World Cup that we
could beat bigger teams or better
teams, and obviously we showed
it against Pakistan," Jones told
the media in the pre-match press-
conference.
- Can USA pose a threat to South
Africa
"And it's going to be the same mindset going
into the Super 8 now starting tomorrow we
play against South Africa we want to play
hard cricket and if you come out on top it's
good if you don't come out on top then we
learn."The USA have been placed in the
Group 2 of the Super 8s alongside some big
teams in the world cricket.

Explained: How Kane Williamson will continue
to play for NZ after central contract snub

New Delhi. On June 19, Wednesday, big
news came out from New Zealand that
Kane Williamson would be stepping down
as the skipper of the nation's white-ball
teams. Apart from this, Williamson also
decided to snub the central contract offered
to him by New Zealand cricket for the
2024/25 season. The star batter said he
made the decision to prolong his
international career.Williamson took the
decision to snub the contract offer as New
Zealand wouldn't be playing a lot of
international cricket at home during the
January 2025 window. The star batter also
said that it doesn't mean he will be taking a
hiatus from international cricket and will
be available for selection in all formats of
the game. The New Zealand Cricket CEO
Scott Weenink welcomed the move by
Williamson and said they are ready to make
an exception to have Williamson as a part of
the team despite the contract snub.

“This is a good way to help keep Kane in the
international game so that he continues to
play a major role for the BLACKCAPS —
both now and in the years to come,” said Mr
Weenink.“We have very little international
cricket in New Zealand through January and
outside that period he’s still available for the
BLACKCAPS.“NZC has a strong
preference to select centrally contracted

players for the BLACKCAPS, however
we’re happy to make an exception for our
greatest ever batter — especially as he
remains so committed to the team."

“I know it sounds a bit counterintuitive, but
I’'mvery encouraged by this development.”

Williamson takes the Trent Boult route

While Williamson may have rejected the
central contract from New Zealand cricket,
it doesn't mean that his international career
is over. A similar move was done by Trent
Boult in 2022 when the pacer decided to
snub the deal from the Blackcaps and focus
more of his time on family and playing in

««Kane Williamson may have announced
that he has decided to snub a central
contract from New Zealand cricket, but
expect the star batter to remain one of
the main players for the nation in
probably all formats of the game. Here's
how Williamson can continue to play for
New Zealand despite the contract snub.

franchise leagues.However, the pacer has
since played the T20 World Cups in 2022
and 2024 and also spearheaded the attack in
India during the ODI World Cup 2023 as
New Zealand went all the way to the semi-
finals, where they were defeated by the
hosts.Apart from the Test cricket format,
Boult has been ever-present in the New
Zealand side in major tournaments and has
always made himself available for selection.
The pacer could be winding up his
international career after saying the T20
World Cup 2024 would be his last major
tournament in the shortest format of the
game.

surprise package USA, who feels aren't a
small team anymore. The USA side shocked
everyone when they came out of Group A,
which included both India and Pakistan.
USA defeated Canada in their first game with
a fantastic chase before pulling off a big
upset over Pakistan via a Super Over.They
then went on to give India a good test and
finished behind Rohit Sharma and his men to
finish second and reach the Super 8s. Ahead
of the Super 8 opener in Antigua, Markram
said at the press conference that South Africa
will need to be at 100 percent to beat the USA
side. Markram said he is excited by the
challenge of facing Monank Patel and his
men."Yeah, they've been really good I think
not just them but a lot of the people will sort
of say smaller nations, but they're not and
they've proved that they're not anymore. So,

we're going to 100% have to be on our best
game tomorrow to, hopefully for things to go
well, but I'm excited for that challenge. A
team that we haven't played much cricket
against so looking forward to that and
different conditions here in Antigua as well
so all those things sort of together, we
probably have to assess pretty quickly and
develop plans out there on the field that can
hopefully do the job for us," said
Markram.The USA can make life very
difficult for you

Markram was asked if he had followed the

USA alot in the campaign and he said he did
catch a few highlights of their game. The
Proteas skipper said that the USA team does
have an explosive batting lineup, a good
seam and spin attack.Markram said the USA
can make things difficult for anyone on their
day and they will need to get their plans spot
on."You haven't watched much cricket to be
very honest with you It's been it's been pretty
busy, but you catch a few highlights here, and
then it looks pretty explosive - so a good
seam attack, good couple of spinners and
then an explosive batting order that any one
of those guys on their day can make life
really difficult for you.

Not a small team anymore: Markram says SA
will need to be at their best to beat USA

«South Africa skipper Aiden

Markram is wary of the threat
posed by the USA side and
claimed they weren't 'a small
team anymore.' USA shocked the
world when they defeated
Pakistan in the group stages of
the 120 World Cup 2024.a

New Delhi. South Africa skipper Aiden

Markram has claimed that his side would
need to be at their best if they have to beat
surprise package USA, who feels aren't a
small team anymore. The USA side shocked
everyone when they came out of Group A,
which included both India and Pakistan.

USA defeated Canada in their first game
with a fantastic chase before pulling off a big
upset over Pakistan viaa Super Over.

They then went on to give India a good test
and finished behind Rohit Sharma and
his men to finish second and reach the
Super 8s. Ahead of the Super 8 opener in
Antigua, Markram said at the press
conference that South Africa will need
tobeat 100 percent to beat the USA side.
Markram said he is excited by the
challenge of facing Monank Patel and
his men.

USAvs SA: Weather report

"Yeah, they've been really good I think not
just them but a lot of the people will sort
of say smaller nations, but they're not
and they've proved that they're not
anymore. So, we're going to 100% have to be
on our best game tomorrow to, hopefully for
things to go well, but I'm excited for that
challenge. A team that we haven't played
much cricket against so looking forward to

that and different conditions here in Antigua
as well so all those things sort of together, we

probably have to assess pretty quickly and

develop plans out there on the field that can

hopefully do the job for us," said Markram.
The USA can make life very difficult for you
Markram was asked if he had followed the

2

USA alot in the campaign and he said he did

catch a few highlights of their game. The
Proteas skipper said that the USA
team does have an explosive batting
lineup, a good seam and spin attack.

Markram said the USA can make things
difficult for anyone on their day and
they will need to get their plans spot
on.

"You haven't watched much cricket to
be very honest with you It's been it's
been pretty busy, but you catch a few
highlights here, and then it looks
pretty explosive - so a good seam
attack, good couple of spinners and
then an explosive batting order that
any one of those guys on their day can
make life really difficult for you. So,

trying to have plans in place to combat that,
to keep them quiet ultimately to get them out
as well. But again, a fantastic opportunity
and exciting challenge for us tomorrow,"
said Markram.
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Khatron Ke Khuladi 14

Sustains Injuries While
Performing Stunt

eason 14 of the show Khatron Ke Khiladi has been maklng headlines 1ately
According to reports, the shoot is currently going on in Romania. Many stars
7 from the entertainment industry have participated in the show including Shalin
ot and Jackie Shroff’s daughter, Krishna Shroff. Known for her adventurous
lifestyle, Krishna recently showcased her strength and flexibility by performmg a
ﬂm the show. However, while performmg the stunt, she suffered a serious elbow
injury.The show Khatron Ke Khiladi is known for its tough tasks and dangerous
ts. The show tests a person’s physicality level and mental endurance. As per the
reports, Aashish Mehrotra has also suffered an elbow injury. Aashish Mehrotra
shared a picture on his Instagram handle where the celebrity duo was seen
showmg off their scars. The picture went viral soon after it was posted The actor
tloned the pictures, “Flexing bruises with this power hustler.”

i The photos were widely spread on various social media. One user commented,
\' Take care guys. | am eagerly waiting to see you and Krishna Shroff in the
ﬁbatron Ke Khiladi season 14,” while another user wrote, “Excited to see you
~ both on Khatron Ke Khiladi 14! All the best guys.” A third user commented,
\ “How you people are getting Injured? Please take proper care and win the
~ competition.” Several other users commented with heart and fire emoji to
= extend their best wishes to the celebrity duo.”Earlier, Shalin Bhanot also

& posted on Instagram about the injury he received while performing a stunt.
. According to a report by The Times of India, the actor was bitten by more
than 200 scorpions while performing a stunt. In the video, Bhanot’s
- appeared to be swollen and dislocated. The team of the show rushed with
= medical help soon after the actor received the injury. Despite the severe
pain and discomfort, he interacted with the crew members with a smiling

face.

Anushka Sharma

Enjoys Art Session With Daughter Vamlka y
Shares Aww-Dorable Photo Online »

nushka Sharma is spending some quality time with her daughter, Vamika. On Tuesday, the actress took to her )
Instagram stories and shared a picture of her drawing session with her daughter. In the photo, a blackboard ias h\ 3

seen divided into two halves with Vamika and Anushka’s names written on it in Hindi. While Vamika also
made a cute attempt at drawing, Anushka also drew some beautiful flowers with chalk.This comes a couple
of days after Anushka also shared a sweet post for Virat Kohli on behalf of their children on the occasion
of Father’s Day. She shared a photo of a chart paper on Instagram which had two yellow footprints —
one large and one small. It also had “Happy Father’s Day” written on it in red paint. “How can one

person be so good at so many things! Baffling ..... ® we LOVE YOU @yvirat.kohli,” Anushka

wrote in the caption.Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli married in December 2017. The couple
welcomed their first child, / .
a baby girl in January 2021 ‘ '
and named her Vamika. “We
have lived together with
love, presence and gratitude as ' &
1 a way of life but this little one, o
Vamika has taken it to a whole new
o| level! Tears, laughter, worry, bliss —
emotions that have been
experienced in a span of minutes
sometimes,” Anushka had written on
¢ Instagram back then.
In February this year, Anushka and
Virat became parents once again when
they welcomed a baby boy. Later,
Anushka took to her Instagram handle
and revealed that they had named the boy
Akaay. “With abundant happiness and
our hearts full of love, we are pleased to
inform everyone that on 15th February, we welcomed our baby boy Akaay and Vamika’s little brother into this world!” | -
the couple announced.Meanwhile, on the work front, Anushka Sharma will next be seen in Chakda Xpress. It is a biopic /
on the life of cricketer Jhulan Goswami. The movie also marks her comeback to film after six years. She was last seen in
Zero with Shah Rukh Khan and Katrina Kaif. The upcoming sports drama will be released on Netflix. However, its
release date has not been announced as of now.

Sunil Lahri DISAPPROVES Sai
Pallavi as Sita, Says Actress Doesn't

Have Beautiful Face Like the Goddess

amayan actor Sunil Lahri does not
approve of Sai Pallavi as Goddess Sita in
itesh Tiwari’s Ramayana. In a recent
interview, Sunil said Sai doesn’t have the
features of the Goddess. He described Sita as a
woman with ‘beautiful and perfect’ face.
However, Sunil confessed he doesn’t see that
perfection in Sai’s face. The South Indian star
will be making her Bollywood debut with the
Ranbir Kapoor-headlined film.“I don’t know
how she is as an actress, | have never seen any
of her work. But, looks wise, I am honestly not
very convinced. In my mind, Sita has a very
beautiful and perfect looking face, and I don’t
think Sai’s face has that perfection,” Sunil told
Hindustan Times.“In Indian mindsets, all the
Devis are out of this world, it should be
extraordinary. I don’t know how they are going
to make this actress look that attractive that
Raavan would fall for her,” the 63-year-old
said.Sai is yet to react to the comments.
Meanwhile, last year, Pinkvilla reported that
Sai Pallavi is charging Rs 6 crore for her
portrayal of Goddess Sita. She has doubled her
reported fees of Rs 2.5 crore to Rs 3 crore for
the film.

Director Nitesh Tiwari began shooting for
Ramayana earlier this summer. Actress Akruti
Singh took to her Instagram stories and shared a
video from the film’s grand Ayodhya set in
Mumbai. Later, photos of Lara Dutta and Arun
Govil from the sets have been
leaked.Following the leak, Nitesh took a drastic
step to combat these measures. According to a
report by India Today, director Nitesh Tiwari
was quite upset with the leak and thus, a “strict
no-phone policy has been imposed on the set”.
The director has also mandated that extra staff
and crew be off the set when the shooting
begins. As per the report, only required actors
and technicians can be on set.

Sharmin Segal ANSWERS
If She Was 'Arrogant’
With Heeramandi Co-Star
Aditi Rao Hydari: 'My Co-

stars Have...

ver since the release of Heeramandi,

several videos of Sharmin Segal surfaced

on social media which left many
wondering if she was “arrogant” on sets with
her co-stars, especially Aditi Rao Hydari and
Sanjeeda Sheikh. Recently, Sharmin also
opened up about such allegations and
explained that her interview clips were “being
taken out of context.”harmin revealed that she
shared a “cordial” relationship with Aditi and
urged people to watch her full inteviews rather
than judging her based on 10-second edited
clips. “Some of my co-stars have spoken
graciously as to how these interviews were
taken out of context. I share a very cordial
equation with both Aditi and Sanjeeda. I wish
that people would not use 10-second out-of-
context clips to define the relationship I share
with them,” Sharmin told Zoom as quoted by
Indian Express.The clarification comes days
after Sharmin called Aditi a ‘school girl® for
punctuality on sets. In a viral video on
Instagram, Sharmin talked about Aditi when
she said, “Aditi is a good school girl, please
understand that. Teacher will say you have to
submit your home work at this time and Aditi
will do exactly that and not one more word than
the word count limit. That is Aditi for you. So,
according to her everyone is late and she is on
time.” The actress was criticised for her
behaviour.

Meanwhile, Sharmin was also criticised for her

performance in the show. She played the role
of Alamzeb in Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s
directorial. Recently, Sharmin was speaking
exclusively to Newsl8 Showsha when she
opened up about the trolling and said, “I had
given my all to Alamzeb’s character. We tend
to fixate on the negatives but there are so many
positives that have also come along, which we
don’t talk about. It’s perhaps not interesting
enough to talk about positives and we tend to
look over them to some degree.” “There was a
point when | was not looking at many things
[reviews] but then slowly, I realised that I was
also missing out on a lot of love that I was
getting.
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