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Service before self
makes a difference

OUR Prime Minister, who is easily the most
popular individual in the country even after the
setback his party suffered in the Lok Sabha
elections, often advocates a positive approach to
men and matters. In this article, I shall attempt to
do just that.Before the elections were announced,
a serving member of the IPS, Haryana DGP
Shatrujeet Kapur, sent me the manuscript of his
book. He wanted me to read it and send my
comments, part of which he intended to use in the
blurb of the yet-to-be-published book, titled
Wired for Success. But the book is not about his
experiences in the police but about his three-year
stint as the Chairman and Managing Director of
two Haryana power distribution companies, a job
traditionally handled by IAS officers.

There are numerous lessons in the book for those in
high offices in the administration and the police. I
dare say that the corporate world would also
benefit since management principles were fully in
play during Shatrujeet’s tenure.

He is a product of the IIT, like many IAS and IPS
officers in the past few decades. He was identified
by a discerning Chief Minister as a man of
integrity, competence and dedication to the job at
hand. There are many such men and women in the
IAS and the IPS, but politicians whose only goal
is power often overlook them for more
‘committed’ officers who are willing to help them
further their political careers, something that
Sardar Patel had warned against.Officers with a
conscience should not lose heart when they are
overlooked for crucial appointments and
preference is given to ‘committed’ officers. A
time comes when sycophancy does not work.
Those in power then go looking for the honest and
the competent to sort out the mess. Then those
whose commitment is not to their political
masters but to the people at large are in demand.

I was delighted to learn from Shatrujeet’s book that
then Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar had put
the people’s interests above his own. PM
Narendra Modi has included him in the Union
Cabinet. This is a wise choice.Both power
distribution companies had been reporting
massive financial losses year after year. The debts
incurred by them had hit the roof, forcing the state
Finance Minister to “tear out his hair” and the
people to bear larger tariff costs, irregular electric
supply and frequent breakdowns.

The IAS fraternity was not happy when the job was
entrusted to an IPS colleague. They demonstrated
their displeasure in myriad ways, which are listed
in the book, but the CM stood firm. Rivalry and
jealousy are normal human failings. Wise officers
should shun such feelings and tendencies.
Politicians take advantage of officers’ rivalries to
perpetuate their hold on power. The people, for
whose betterment both politicians and
government officials are supposed to work, do not
care to know who is senior to whom. They are
interested in work being done. They instinctively
know which officer is working for their welfare
and who is working to satisfy his own ego or,
more often, for his financial prosperity. When he
took over the reins of the discoms, Shatrujeet met
his entire staff, including workers on the ground,
during his tours. He clearly spelt out his priorities

The many lows of India’s higher education system

The absence of knowledge creation seems to be having a cascading effect across the entire realm of education in India.

TODAY, a college/university degree is a primary

requirement for most well-paying professions. Some
might even say that a degree is also good for one’s izzat
(honour), much like a permanent sarkari naukri. Little
wonder that anyone with a modicum of desire and
opportunity makes an effort to get a degree.

Yet, in India, despite so many young ones eager to acquire a

degree and willing to pay for it, we have neither been able
to create infrastructure to educate them nor succeeded in
ensuring that the existing infrastructure has quality.

All that we have been able to do successfully is to increase

the stress on young Indians by subjecting them to

unnecessary and seemingly unfair screening tests of the

sort that the National Testing Agency is currently
administering. The only object of those tests is to reject
aspirants who have already been tested by a school board
or a university.Often, students going abroad is linked to
the lack of job opportunities in India. That would be a
misunderstanding of the problem. The malady is deep-
rooted.Few realise that Indians spend six to nine times
the size of the Union Budget on higher education to study
abroad. At the last count, the Ministry of External Affairs
reported that there were over 1.5 million Indians
studying abroad. With each of them spending at least

Rs 20 lakh annually on tuition fee and living expenses, the

total money taken out of India merely to study abroad
each year amounts to at least Rs 3 lakh crore. It could be
as high as Rs 4.5 lakh crore if we make a more realistic
estimate of what these students actually spend. In
contrast, the allocation for higher education in the
Interim Budget of 2024-25 wasThis is a drain of wealth
which we have allowed by creating a misshapen system
of higher education. Even this system yields
considerable results for those who stick to it. Even this bit
of higher education that is imparted in India leads to a
considerable jump in the earning capacity for those who
partake of it. So much so that despite not earning
anything while studying, those with educational
qualifications earn far more over a lifetime than those
without.Using the Periodic Labour Force Survey data for
2022-23, it is estimated that the cumulative earnings of a
person who invests four years in college education after
completing higher secondary education would be more
than that of someone who was merely HSC (higher
secondary certificate)-qualified, by the ninth year. This
would translate into something as follows: overall, a
graduate earns over Rs 26 lakh more in a lifetime as
compared to someone whose highest qualification was
higher secondary; for the postgraduate, it turns out that
earnings over a lifetime would be more than Rs 54 lakh as
compared to someone with HSC as the highest
qualification; for a PhD holder, this difference is even
greater at Rs 69 lakh over a lifetime.

and methods to achieve goals to each of them. He
listened to those who offered sage advice, their
ranks notwithstanding. He took over the entire
gamut of promotions and transfers, the main
cause of dissatisfaction in all government
services. Those who performed and met goals
were rewarded with cutting-edge postings that
mattered. A whole army of favoured ones
revelling in political or other patronage, who
managed their postings as a matter of entitlement,
were left out in the cold.The principles of
participative management and just and impartial
treatment in the matter of rewards and
punishments got every employee, big or small, on
board. They began working as a team, a goal
which all good leaders strive for.It was clear to me
that the two discoms were turned round from loss-
making to profit-making companies because of
the quality of leadership introduced into
managing them by Shatrujeet. I felt a surge of
pride that a serving member of my tribe had
succeeded where the marginally more brainy lot
had failed. Personal integrity and a solid value

THE cancellation of the University Grants
Commission-National Eligibility Test (UGC-
NET) examination a day after it was conducted
comes as a huge embarrassment for the Centre
and a big letdown for the over nine lakh
candidates. The shock cancellation has been
attributed to inputs that the integrity of the
examination may have been compromised. One
reason for the swift action could be to avoid a '
repeat of the raging controversy over the alleged
irregularities in the NEET-UG examination.
After this, a sense of betrayal in the public g
consciousness is inevitable. After the twin botch-
ups in quick succession, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) finds itself in a worsening crisis |
of credibility. The Central Bureau of
Investigation has been tasked with conducting
the probe. This reflects the seriousness being
attached to the matter, but the damage has already
been done.

system proved crucial for success.

EVEN as a US Congressional delegation has riled China
by meeting the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, Australia and
New Zealand are engaging with Beijing on the trade
front.Chinese Premier Li Qiang visited New Zealand
last week and Australia earlier this week. Then Premier
LiKeqiang had toured Australiain 2017. The prospect of
Australia’s re-engagement with China has been evident
since 2022, when the Labour government was re-
elected. PM Anthony Albanese visited Beijing in
November last year to unfreeze the relationship.
Evidently, China’s economic strictures were hurting
Australia.China had taken umbrage at Australia seeking
an inquiry into the origin of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Thereafter, Australia adopted a more strategic approach
to China, expressing concern over covert foreign
interference in Australian politics, excluding Chinese
telecommunications companies like Huawei from the
5G network and the recent clashes between naval ships
in the South China Sea and the Yellow Sea.With New
Zealand, the strategic concerns are less direct. Both
Australia and New Zealand feel the heat of the Chinese
challenge in the South Pacific.During Li Qiang’s visit,
both countries sought to manage their differences with
China, revive economic ties and draw benefits from
more trade and investment while nudging compliance
with their strategic priorities.

New Zealand was the first Western country to have a free
trade agreement with China since 2008. It was the first to
recognise China as a market economy and sign an
agreement under the Belt and Road Initiative. China is
its largest export destination for milk and agricultural
products. New Zealand has a bilateral trade of $23
billion which, though not large, is significant for it. The
Australia-China trade is to the tune of $216 billion.
Australia, China and New Zealand are all part of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership. And
now, China is wooing them to enter into the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership.New Zealand PM Christopher

However, and this is an interesting bit of detail that has

often been ignored, even this educational qualification is
not sufficient for Indians to get a job abroad. It may get
them a visa for further studies in Canada, the US, UK or
Australia — the four preferred destinations for Indian
youth — but not a job. For that, they have to invest
anything from Rs 20 lakh to Rs 40 lakh per annum for at
least two years.Essentially, a degree from India is useless
outside the country. Most Indian institutions, too, do not
consider these degrees of any value beyond a basic
minimum. Indians with degrees have to undertake fresh
entrance examinations for entry to a higher level of
education or for a job. Recruiters across the job market
complain that a degree in India is not a guarantor of
relevant knowledge any more.

Worse still, even in the realm of creating new knowledge,

the Indian higher education sector is lacking
considerably.Please do not confuse knowledge
generation with the number of PhDs or the number of
books and scientific papers being published. Look at the
reception of research in Indian higher education
institutions in the world of knowledge.The Times Higher
Education Rankings is one of the hundred-odd ranking
systems that have emerged in the past two decades. One

Pariksha pe charcha

UGC-NET cancellation a huge letdown

The NTA has been holding the UGC-NET examination in a

computer-based format since 2018. It had gone back to the

China’s moves Down Under have strategic lessons
It is the competition for Australia’s rare earths, which are important for electric vehicles and renewable energy, which draws the most Chinese interest.

Luxon aims to balance the relationship
from a focus on economic opportunity to
greater resilience and de-risking. New
Zealand is painfully aware of cyberattacks
on its Parliament website, but it cannot
ignore its essential focus on trade. Since
January this year, New Zealand dairy
products have entered China free of duties
and quotas.

New Zealand also benefits from the footfall
of Chinese tourists. In April this year, 10
per cent of the 2,25,000 tourists in New
Zealand were Chinese, ranking second
behind those from the neighbouring
Australia, which saw 5,35,000 Chinese
tourists in 2023. China, in a classic case of
‘relaxed coercion’ diplomacy, promises to
include New Zealand among the countries
for which visa exemptions would be
granted. In return, New Zealand would be
more flexible in granting visas for the
Chinese.Australia is by far the bigger catch
for China, which has been its single largest
trading partner for both exports and imports since 2009.
In 2023, their trade increased by 4 per cent. Australian
investment in China grew by 11.7 per cent over 2022.
The number of Australian companies in China has

increased by 40 per cent. In April, Australia concluded

its anti-dumping measures against Chinese windmill
towers after it lost its case in the World Trade

Organisation against Chinese steel products. China

reduced its anti-dumping measures on Australian wine
and barley and lifted restrictions on many Australian
exporters of beef and lamb. Australian analysts struggle

to justify this, saying, “How do you cut off your biggest
customer? Will Australian friends make up for the lost

income and investment?” Australia China Business
Council president David Olsson expects China’s ban on

Australian seafood to be lifted as well and hopes for

better mutual grant of visas. In return, China wants its
foreign direct investment in Australia to face lesser
scrutiny.Australia is China’s top supplier of iron ore. But
itis the competition for Australia’s rare earths, which are
important for electric vehicles and renewable energy,
which draws the most Chinese interest.

China already has investments in lithium factories in
Australia, but subsequent efforts have been thwarted as
Australia took a more strategic view.

Atpresent, critical minerals and rare earths are the focus of
the new great game, and everybody is seeking these from
known sources. Some African countries have got
significant Chinese, and now Korean, interest. Australia,
a Quad member, should be working with the US, Japan
and India for greater collaboration on this front. The idea
that Japanese technology, Australian rare earths and

of the metrics that it reports is ‘research quality’. This
includes a combination of citation impact, research
strength, research excellence and research influence
examined over the past five years. On this metric, the top
50 universities of the world have a score of 90-
plus.Among the institutions of higher education in India,
only the IISc (Indian Institute of Science) features in this
decile with a score of 96. This is a small institution with
less than 10,000 students.The next set of institutions,
including Jamia Millia Islamia, IIT-Patna, IIIT
Hyderabad, Jamia Hamdard, NIT-Silchar, Delhi
Technological University and Anna University — have
scores in the 70s. After these come Panjab University
(67.9), Mahatma Gandhi University (62.3), Alagappa
University (64.8), Aligarh Muslim University (61.6) and
Banaras Hindu University (66.4).Jawaharlal Nehru
University, which is presumed to be among the top
universities of the country, scored a dismal 51.4, while
Manipal University, one of the few private universities to
feature in the rankings, has a score of 46. Other
universities of India have far worse scores

The absence of knowledge creation seems to be having a

cascading effect across the entire realm of education in

India.

pen-and-paper version this year. The Education
Minister has spoken of setting up a high-level
committee to recommend an overhaul of the
examination processes. Wide-ranging
discussions among domain experts — ‘pariksha
pe charcha’ in its true sense — would be
expected. Unilateral imposition of new
guidelines and patterns may not be a pragmatic
solution when faced with a trust
deficit.Conducted twice a year, UGC-NET is the
first such examination to be scrapped after the
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act was passed in February. This law
provides for three to five years in prison and a
fine of up to Rs 10 lakh for resorting to unfair
means. It will take time to gauge how effective
the legislation proves to be as a deterrent.
Cancellation can take a heavy toll on the mental
and emotional wellbeing of candidates. A zero-
error system has to be the end goal.

Indian manufacturing could come
together under a Quad initiative
facilitated by the India-Australia-Japan
Supply Chain Resilience Initiative is
attractive but nascent.

With Australia’s rare earths at the core, the
prospect of engaging it more robustly by
non-Chinese partners emerges from
Canberra’s more determined partnership
with Quad. It was also pushed by the
Chinese trade restrictions, which were
curtailing Australian economic
activity. When India and Australia signed
the Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement in 2022, it was
evidently a strategic effort to create
complementarities. What will happen to
these slow efforts, given the revival of
Australia’s China trade and economic
partnership? At the time of Quad 1.0, it
was the Australian turnabout on China
that slowed down Quad. What about Quad
2.0? Will Australian interest in it

diminish?Australian statements seem to indicate that

they know what they are doing. They are cognisant of
their responsibilities to the Quad and AUKUS (the
alliance between Australia, UK and US), which will
augment their nuclear submarine capacity, whose target
is the Chinese.The Aussie-Kiwi tie-up with China does
not draw strategic lessons from what China is doing in
the East Asia Sea with Japan, in the South China Sea

(particularly with the Philippines), and with India in the

Indian Ocean Region.The trade-first approach of

Australia, therefore, needs cautious understanding.

While India is aware that since the Covid-19 pandemic,

all its Quad partners and ASEAN have all done record-

breaking trade with China, it is Beijing’s diplomatic
manoeuvring to reduce economic pressures on
individual partners that should worry the others.
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PFRDA Set To Launch New NPS
Scheme With 50% Equity-
Debt Mix

New Delhi: Good news is around the corner for those
who invest in the National Pension Scheme (NPS). The
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA) has been preparing to introduce a new
version of the National Pension Scheme (NPS), making
it very attractive to investors. This new version of the
National Pensions Scheme (NPS) will allow investors
to retain 50 per cent of their investment in equity funds
until they reach 45. This new version of the scheme is
expected to give more money to people at the time of
their retirement. It will replace the existing system,
where the allocation of equity funds decreases
gradually starting at 35.In this new version of the
National Pension Scheme (NPS), the government of
India is planning to introduce a ‘New Balanced Life
Cycle Fund’, which is expected to attract the youth as
well. This new scheme will help people create a corpus
until retirement. Under this new scheme proposed by
PFRDA, more investment amounts can be allocated to
equity funds for a long time. The proposed scheme will
increase the investment in equity by ten more years, to
get more returns from the market.

PFRDA chairman Deepak Mohanty, briefing the media
during the Annual Felicitation Programme for Atal
Pension Yojana (APY) in New Delhi, said the NPS
balance lifecycle scheme could be introduced in July or
August. He said, “The fund will be an additional option
in the auto-choice where equity allocation can be a
maximum of up to 50%, but the tapering would start
only after 45 years of age. This will help subscribers
accumulate more corpus in their retirement
fund.”Deepak Mohanty also added that this new
version of the scheme will allow them to invest more in
equity funds for a long time. He also mentioned the Atal
Pension Yojana (APY) and revealed that in the last
financial year (2023-24), around 1.22 lakh new
subscribers joined APY. It is the highest number so far
in any financial year since the scheme was started. He
also added that the number is expected to increase in
2024.

UK Tata Steel Workers Call
Strike After 40 Years To
Prevent Layoffs

NEW DELHI.Tata Steel, a subsidiary of Tata Group, is
set to lay off approximately 2800 employees at its UK
operations as it transitions to a greener steelmaking
process. In response, about 1,500 employees of Tata
Steel workers based in Port Talbot and Llanwern in
Wales will begin an all-out indefinite strike action
against the company’s decision to cut jobs and close its
blast furnaces. The protest is reportedly set to start from
July 8. Unite the Union said it was the first time in 40
years that steelworkers in Britain had gone on strike to
seriously affect Tata Steel UK’s operations. The Union
members have already started their preparation for the
protest.In its press release, Unite the Union stated its
plans, “Around 1,500 workers at Tata’s Port Talbot and
Llanvern-based offices will begin an indefinite strike to
protest the company’s plans to cut 2,800 jobs and close
its blast furnace.” The Union’s general secretary,
Sharon Graham said in an interview that Tata’s workers
are not just fighting for their jobs, but also for the future
of their communities and the steel industry in Wales.
The Union claimed that the strike would continue until
Tata stopped its destructive plans.“Unite is backing
Tata’s workers to the hilt in their historic battle to save
the Welsh steel industry and give it the bright future it
deserves,” said Union General Secretary.

The union said that the opposition Labour Party has urged
the Mumbai-headquartered steel company to halt its
plans and hold talks with the newly elected government
after the July 4 general election.

India Business Activity Grows
Faster in June, Job Creation
At 18-Year High: PMI

NEW DELHI.Business activity in India expanded at
a faster clip this month from May thanks to gains in
manufacturing and services, according to a
business survey that also showed the pace of job
creation was at its strongest in over 18 years.Robust
gains in both sectors at the end of the first fiscal
quarter meant a strong start to India’s economy this
financial year after it expanded by 8.2 per cent last
year — the fastest expansion among major countries
— partly led by buoyant manufacturing. HSBC’s
flash India Composite Purchasing Managers’ Index
,compiled by S&P Global, rose to 60.9 in June from
last month’s final reading 0f 60.5.

That marked nearly three years above the 50-level
separating growth from contraction on a monthly
basis.“The composite flash PMI ticked up in June,
supported by rises in both the manufacturing and
service sectors, with the former recording a faster
pace of growth,” noted Maitreyi Das, global
economist at HSBC.The manufacturing index
showed bigger gains to 58.5 from 57.5 in May
while the dominant services industry’s reading rose
slightly to 60.4 this month from 60.2, adding to the
continued expansion in India even as the global
economy slows.

That was backed by a strong expansion in both
manufacturing output and orders as well as
business gains among services firms.New export
orders expanded for a 22nd consecutive month in
June and remained robust, though the pace eased
slightly after record growth last month.

Robust demand prompted companies to hire more
people, with overall employment generation rising
at the fastest pace since April 2006. Job creation
among manufacturers was higher than in the
services sector.Boosting jobs will remain the
biggest challenge for the Narendra Modi
government which got elected for a rare third term
earlier this month, a Reuters poll showed.

FMCG Sales Growth In Rural Areas
To Outstrip Urban Markets: Report

-

Populist measures
expected by some states

which are going to face
elections this year are
also expected to drive
up rural demand, the
report added.

New Delhi. New Delhi: Rural India has
bounced back as a buyer of fast-moving
consumer goods (FMCGQG) such as soaps
and soft drinks and sales of these goods
are expected to expand at a faster pace

"resurgence" in 2024 and is
expected to further &
consolidate its position in the
April-June quarter of the
year. This growth in the rural
areas has been fuelled by
region-centric measures
announced by the
government in the interim
budget earlier this year,
which provided stability.

Populist measures expected by
some states which are going
to face elections this year are
also expected to drive up
rural demand, the report
added. "The start to 2024
from a rural perspective has
been brilliant, with rural
growth overtaking urban's; and the rural
worm is looking upward," according to
the Kantar FMCG pulse report for Q2.

than urban areas in the second quarter of The report also states that the urban market

2024, according to a report by consulting
firm Kantar.The report states that the rural
market is a "bright star,” recording a

did not record growth for three straight
quarters, and is contending with a huge
Q2 2023 base. The falling Urban curve

coupled with a strong base is likely to
constrict the numbers for the next
quarters, the report states.According to
Kantar Worldpanel Managing Director —
South Asia K Ramakrishnan, for the most
part of 2023, Urban has maintained strong
growth numbers. "Rapid growth is
unsustainable for the long term, and

necessarily Urban is hitting
brakes now. This has also
coincided with typically Urban-
centric categories such as
noodles and salty snacks
slowing down in growth within
Urban, after continuously
galloping since the pandemic,"
he said.

The rural market may also get a
boost from the rabi crop but the
exact impact of the weather is
still not clear, according to the
report. Normally, rural area
contributes around 35 to 37 per
cent of the FMCG sales. The
report also highlighted that
though inflation may have
slowed down to acceptable

levels, it still has an impact on the

consumer.

Ramakrishnan said that the Indian rural

market is full of potential and although

has dampened the mood of the rural
shopper for a time, the trends are now
pointing up.

Footwear industry wants 5% GST

rate back on products below Rs 1,000

NEW DELHI: Ahead of the GST
Council meeting on Saturday, the
footwear industry has written to the ;
finance ministry asking for reverting

back to 5% GST on footwear below Rs  —

1,000.Currently, 12% GST is levied
on footwear below Rs 1,000 and 18%
above Rs 1,000. The industry has
submitted in the letter that a lower
GST rate promotes equality between
organised and unorganised players and
helps widen the tax network, aligning
with the government’s efforts to
maximize the tax base and compliance.
The industry has also argued that
increasing GST rates from 5% to 12%
has led to higher product prices,
adversely affecting the mass segment
that mainly serves lower and middle-
class consumers.GST on footwear
below Rs 1,000 was earlier taxed at 5%.
However, that created an inverted duty
structure, whereby the GST on finished
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goods was lower than the GST on
inputs.This resulted in accumulation of
input tax credits, which suppliers could
claim at the end of the financial year.
However, a few goods and services —
including some products under
footwear category -- are not eligible for
refunds under the inverted uty
structure.To correct this anomaly, the
GST Council in January 2022 increased
the GST rate on footwear below Rs
1,000 from 5% to 12%. However, now
the footwear industry is feels that the
increase in GST on footwear up to Rs

1,000 has impeded industry growth,
leading to withdrawal from formal
channels.“We advocate for a
reduction in GST rates for footwear
priced under Rs 1,000 to 5%,
aligning with the industry’s
accessibility and affordability
goals,” says a letter written by
Confederation of Indian Footwear
Industries to the Finance
Minister. The letter further argues that
lowering the tax rate would alleviate
financial pressure on manufacturers
and retailers, enabling them to operate
profitably and compete with
international brands.Meanwhile, the
53rd GST Council Meeting will take
place on Saturday in New Delhi. The
TNIE has reported earlier that the
Council is likely to discuss the
retrospective applicability of 28% GST
on online gaming, and also deliberate
on introducing sunset clause.

Amazon Plans To Charge $5 Monthly From Customers
For Alexa As It Considers Revamp To Include GenAl

NEW DELHI: Amazon is planning a
major revamp of its decade-old money-
losing Alexa service to include a
conversational generative Al with two
tiers of service and has considered a
monthly fee of around $5 to access
the superior version, according to
people with direct knowledge of the
company’s plans.Known internally
as “Banyan,” a reference to the
sprawling ficus trees, the project
would represent the first major
overhaul of the voice assistant since
it was introduced in 2014 along with
the Echo line of speakers. Amazon
has dubbed the new voice assistant
“Remarkable Alexa,” the people
said.The sources include eight
current and former employees who
worked on Alexa and who spoke on
the condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to discuss
confidential projects.Amazon has
pushed workers towards a deadline of
August to prepare the newest version of

Alexa, three of the people said, noting
that CEO Andy Jassy has taken a
personal interest in seeing Alexa
reinvigorated. In an April letter to

shareholders, Jassy promised a “more
intelligent and capable Alexa,” without
providing additional details.The
company’s plans for Alexa including
pricing and release dates could be

altered or canceled depending on the

progress of Project Banyan, the people

cautioned.“We have already integrated

generative Al into different
components of Alexa, and are
working hard on
implementation at scale—in the
over half a billion ambient,
Alexa-enabled devices already
in homes around the world—to
enable even more proactive,
personal, and trusted assistance
for our customers,” said an
Amazon spokeswoman in a
statement.

The service — which provides
spoken answers to user queries,
like the local weather, and can
serve as a hub to control home
appliances —was a pet project of

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos who

envisioned a technology that could

emulate the fictional voice computer
portrayed on television’s Star Trek
series.

Zepto raises $665
million at 3.6
illion valuation

BENGALURU: Quick commerce start-up
Zepto has raised $665 million at a $3.6 billion
valuation, more than double from its last
valuation. The company is also ready to go
public soon, and plans to hire top talent across
engineering, product, growth, finance,
operations, and category management.Also
this fund raising comes at a time when other
quick commerce start-ups are investing heavily
to expand their reach. Flipkart will soon enter
the quick commerce space.

This fund raising by Zepto comes just nine
months after the company raised $235 million
at a $1.4 billion valuation.Avenir, Lightspeed,
and Avra (Anu Hariharan’s new fund) joined
the company’s cap table as new investors,
among others. Existing investors Glade Brook,
Nexus, and StepStone co-led the round with
Goodwater and Lachy Groom doubling down
as well, Zepto said.

In terms of business performance, Zepto’s GMV
has multiplied y-o-y to a base of $1 billion+,
and about 75% of the company’s stores are
fully EBITDA positive as of May 2024. Zepto
co-founder and CEO, Aadit Palicha, said, “This
dynamic of stores turning profitable faster and
faster has enabled Zepto to grow rapidly while
simultaneously achieving near EBITDA
positivity at a company level. We plan to
continue operating with fiscal discipline as we
scale from 350 stores to 700 stores by
reinvesting the capital generated from mature
stores back into the business.” Zepto co-
founder and CTO, Kaivalya Vohra, said, “The
most exciting part about this next phase of
Zepto’s journey are the major new projects that
will 10X customer experience, from launching
new categories to expanding initiatives like
Zepto Pass.”

Pine Labs considering to float $1 bn public
issue

Fintech unicorn Pine Labs is reportedly
considering raising an IPO of $1 billion in
India. Both new and secondary shares might be
issued by Pine Labs. This IPO would be the
biggest by an Indian fintech firm after Paytm
that raised $2.5 billion in 2021. As per reports,
the firm is seeking a valuation of over $6 billion
in an [PO. In 2022, the company had filed
confidentially with the US Securities and
Exchange Commission for an [PO.

33rd GST Council Meeting To Deliberate On
These Key Issues; Here's Expected Agenda

NEW DELHI: The GST Council, in its
meeting on Saturday, is likely to
deliberate on various issues, including
taxation on online gaming and the
Parliamentary standing committee’s
recommendation for lowering tax on
fertiliser.The 53rd meeting of the GST
Council, chaired by Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and
comprising her state counterparts, is also
likely to discuss the progress of the
Group of Ministers (GoM) on finalising
the report on Goods and Service Tax
(GST) rate rationalisation and
amendments to GST laws based on
previous decisions of the council, news
agency PTI reported.The council may
also discuss the recommendations made
by the Standing Committee on
Chemicals and Fertilisers in February to
reduce GST on nutrients and raw
materials in the interest of fertiliser
manufacturing companies and farmers.

Currently, GST at a 5 per cent rate is
charged on fertilisers, while raw
materials like Sulphuric Acid and
Ammonia face a higher GST at 18 per

cent.The issue of further reduce tax on
fertilisers was placed before the GST
council in its 45th and 47th meetings held
in September 2021 and June 2022,
though the council did not recommend
any change inrates.

Saturday’s Council meeting will be held
after a gap of eight months. The 52nd
GST Council meeting took place on
October 7, 2023.About the online
gaming sector, the council is likely to
review the decision to levy 28 per cent
GST on the full value of bets for online
gaming companies, which came into
effect on October 1, 2023.Ranjeet
Mahtani, partner, Dhruva Advisors, said,
“The plate is full and expectations are
that the Council will take up the issues of:
rate structure overhauling and rate
rationalization on an overall basis, plug
the concerns in respect of inverted duty
structure (pharmaceuticals, textiles etc.),
provide further clarifications on the
newly introduced GST on corporate
guarantee.”

Mahtani added, “A part of the wish list is
that the GST Council provides definitive

guidance on multiplicity of proceedings
by different tax authorities in the GST
regime — this has become a bane for
industry and is somewhat allayed by the
Circular of 30.03.2024. The online
gaming sector, which is reeling under the
severe impact of modification of the GST
rate, anticipates the now delayed review
of the sector will be taken up.”In its
meetings in July and August, the GST
Council had approved amendments to the
law to include online gaming, casinos
and horse racing as taxable actionable
claims, and clarified that such supplies
would attract a 28 per cent ax on full bet
value.At that time, it was said that a

review of the implementation would be
carried out after six months.The GST
Council is likely to review the decision to
levy 28 per cent GST on the full value of
bets for online gaming companies that
came into effect on October 1,
2023.Following the council decision,
over 70 show cause notices have been
issued to online gaming companies for
alleged GST evasion of over Rs 1.12 lakh
crore during financial years 2022-23 and
2023-24.Many of them have gone to
court against the notices and the cases are
pending.Sources told PTI that the GST
Council is likely to discuss the legality of
the show cause notices served to online
gaming companies and the way forward.

About corporate guarantees, the council is

also likely to review its last meeting
decision to levy 18 per cent GST on
guarantees provided by corporates to
their subsidiaries.The CBIC circular on
corporate guarantee was stayed by the
Punjab and Haryana High Court and a
review of the legal aspect of the circular
is likely to be taken up at the meeting on
Saturday.
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How India can dismantle the paper- leak industry

To curb the menace
of paper leaks and
target the paper-leak
mafia, India has to
effectively
implement the new
stringent law.
Experts believe a
multipronged
coordinated
approach with an
increased role of
states, and the use of
Al, could crucially
aid in restoring the
faith in examinations

in India.

New Delhi. While protesters have taken to the
streets over the malpractices in the NEET
entrance and the UGC-NET exams, the
opposition parties are attacking the
government and have vowed to take it up
strongly in Parliament. People are debating
who is guilty of shattering crores of dreams,
and jeopardising countless futures.A
concern common to all the stakeholders,
including the Narendra Modi government,
would definitely be, how can the well-oiled
paper-leak industry be dismantled.Question
papers for at least 70 examinations have been
leaked in the last seven years, messing up
with the schedules of 1.7 crore applicants.

A competitive examination system from the
1990s has to be reimagined amid the
technological advances from 2010 onwards.

he central government on Friday notified the
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024, which aims to prevent
unfair means in public examinations and
common entrance tests held across the
country. It has stringent provisions, but it
alone won't suffice.To shatter the paper-leak
industry, which has flourished due to
increasing demand and patronage from
powerful masters, individual states need to
act, because it is in state-conducted exams

=

that the problem is rampant. If local [
efforts are crucial in cracking down '
on the paper-leak mafia, so is the use * &
of tech.Also, as a society, we have to
ponder that it is the demand that is
propelling paper leaks.

NON-BAILABLE PROVISION IN
NEWANTI-CHEATING LAW

To address the vicious cycle of paper-
leaks and for the faith of all
stakeholders to be restored, the
Narendra Modi government enacted
'The Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act 2024' in
February."The legislation aims at
safeguarding the merits of our youth and the
well-being of our children," Minister of State
for Personnel Jitendra Singh said in
Parliament.The Act provides for punishment
of a minimum of three to five years of
imprisonment to curb cheating and for those
involved in organised crimes of cheating will
face five to 10 years of imprisonment and a
minimum fine of Rs 1 crore.lt is the first act
of'its kind to curb the menace of paper leaks.
The tough provisions of the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act 2024 would treat these offences as
cognisable, non-bailable, and non-

compoundable.

Hailing the new anti-cheating Act as "a crucial
step", Mohit Kumar Tyagi, the founder and
CEO of the online exam preparation
platform, Competishun, tells IndiaToday.In,
"The financial burden on the government to
reconduct examinations due to paper leaks is
substantial. By enhancing these provisions,
the law can be more effective in preventing
such incidents".Similar optimism was
echoed by Supreme Court advocate Anubha
Shrivastava Sahai, who says, "This will
make sure a convict does not walk out of jail
in just 6 months, like in some cases from the
past where provisions of the Indian Penal
Code wereused".

ROLE OF STATES IN CURBING PAPER

LEAKS
Months after the law was passed in
February, the centre notified the
Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act, 2024, late on
Friday.Although the new law means
to crack down on the paper-leak
mafia is extensive, it only includes
the examinations that the central
government conducts through its
agencies, like the Union Public
Service Commission, the Staff
Selection Commission, the National
Testing Agency, the Railway Recruitment
Boards, the IBPS, and so on.The state
agencies like the Bihar Public Service
Commission and the Rajasthan Staff
Selection Commission have been left out of
the Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act 2024."And that is what
the government needs to include. It is in the
states where most of these cases of paper
leaks and unfair means come from,"
advocate Anubha Shrivastava Sahai tells
IndiaToday.In.That said, the ball is now in
the state's court."It remains to be seen if the
states, who are custodians of the subject of
education, ratify the Central Act and
implement it in the states," she adds.

Delhi water crisis: Long

NTCA seeks action plan
from states on relocation of

villuges from tiger reserves | xew pemni: the National

New Delhi:In a letter to the state wildlife departments
Thursday, the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) had sought a timeline and action plan on
relocation of villages situated inside the critical tiger
habitats of tiger reserves.

Under the Environment Ministry, NTCA oversees tiger
conservation and Project Tiger. Sources said that the
letter, written in light of a review of the status of
voluntary village relocation from core areas, asked the
state wildlife department to follow-up on the issue on a
priority basis. The NTCA has stated there are about
600 villages comprising 64,801 families residing in
core areas.

The core or critical tiger habitats re areas inside tiger
reserves that are kept “inviolate” as per provisions of
the Wildlife Protection Act’s 2006 amendment for
maintaining a viable population of breeding tigers.
Fifty-five tiger reserves have been notified in the
country and there are villages situated in the core areas
of several tiger reserves. The Wildlife Protection Act
requires state governments to carry out relocation and
for creating inviolate areas for tiger conservation
based on “mutually agreed terms and conditions”.

We have asked states to submit a status report on this
issue and we will hold review meetings soon”, a senior
NTCA official saidThe relocation process has to be
strictly voluntary and based on informed consent of
gram sabhas and families involved. Authorities are
also legally mandated to complete the process of
recognising and settling of forest rights of Scheduled
Tribes and other forest dwellers. Those who
voluntarily opt for relocation have to be provided
either a financial compensation or resettlement and
rehabilitation, as per NTCA’s protocol.

Singer Lucky Ali Accuses
IAS Officer, Her
Husband Of "Land
Grabbing”

New Delhi: Renowned singer Lucky Ali has accused
senior Karnataka IAS officer Rohini Sindhuri of
illegally seizing his trust-owned property on the
outskirts of Bengaluru. In his complaint, filed with
the Karnataka Lokayukta Police, the 65-year-old
alleged misuse of state resources on the part of Rohini
Sindhuri to unlawfully occupy his land in Yelahanka's
Kenchenahalli area.In his post on X, Mr Ali claimed
that Ms Sindhuri, along with her husband Sudhir
Reddy and brother-in-law Madhusudan Reddy,
orchestrated the illegal “land grabbing” through “lots
of money exchange”. The complaint, lodged under
Section 7 of the Karnataka Lokayukta Act, 1984,
highlights serious concerns about administrative
misconduct and calls for an investigation into what is
termed a “dereliction of duty” by the accused parties.

The dispute dates back to December 2022 when Lucky
Ali publicly addressed the issue on social media,
tagging the Karnataka Director General of Police. He
alleged that the Reddys, with alleged ties to the
“Bangalore land mafia” and supported by Rohini
Sindhuri, encroached upon his property “illegally”.

Mr Ali claimed that his family has had rightful
ownership of the land for over 50 years, condemning
what he described as complicit behaviour by the
police. “I am getting no help from the local police,
who are supporting the encroachers and are
indifferent to our situation,” he wrote at the time.

IAS officer Rohini Sindhuri's tenure has been marred
by controversies, including a high-profile dispute
with IPS officer D Roopa Moudgil. Ms Moudgil
shared Ms Sindhuri's private photos online, leading to
a legal battle that saw both officials transferred by the
Karnataka government.

In response to these accusations, Ms Sindhuri
demanded significant compensation and an apology
from Ms Moudgil, which escalated into criminal
defamation proceedings against the IPS officer.

Chargesheet Filed Against 5

People For Trafficking Indians

Investigation Agency (NIA) on |
Friday filed charge sheet against five
persons, including two foreign
nationals, suspected to be part of an
international racket trafficking
Indian youths and coercing them to
work in fraudulent call centres
abroad.The powerful syndicates also |
used victim control tactics in case
any of the trafficked youths refused
to continue with the online fraud
work, the probe agency said in a
statement."These tactics included
isolation and restriction of
movement, confiscation of personal
travel documents and physical abuse,
arbitrary fines, threat to kill, threat to
rape in case of women, threat to
arraign in false case of drugs in local
police station etc.," it said. According

targeted Indian youths proficient in
computers and English language, and
coerced them into working in
fraudulent call centres on tourist visa
for pecuniary gains. The victims were

being recruited, transported and
transferred from India to the Golden
Triangle SEZ in Lao PDR via
Thailand, the NIA said.Upon arrival,
the victims were trained in the use of
Facebook, Telegram, basics of

applications created by the scam
company, it added. "Tightening its
noose further around the human
trafficking and cyber fraud
syndicates operating within and
outside the country, the NIA on
Friday charge sheeted five accused,
including two foreign nationals, in a
major case having international
linkages," the statement said. Two of
the accused named in the charge
sheet - Jerry Jacob and Godfrey
Alvares - are under arrest and the
others - Sunny Gonsalves and foreign
nationals Niu Niu and Elvis Du - are
still on run, it added, without
disclosing further details.  The

charge sheet filed before NIA special |

court, Mumbai, has exposed the
involvement of several foreign

nationals in the case, in which the

queues continue to form
near tankers across capital

NEW DELHI: Long lines of people were seen
queuing up on Saturday to collect water from tankers
across various parts of New Delhi, as the city
continued to endure the summer heat. This situation
has been ongoing since the beginning of the summer
season, causing daily inconvenience to residents
who flock to water tankers with cans and buckets.

Areas such as Chilla Gaon in Mayur Vihar, Sanjay
Colony in Okhla, and Geeta Colony have
particularly witnessed long queues and crowds
around water tankers. The soaring temperatures have
exacerbated the water scarcity, making it a pressing
issue for local residents.Amid the water crisis,
Delhi's Water Minister Atishi initiated an indefinite
hunger strike on Friday. She alleged that the Haryana
government is withholding Delhi's share of water,
leading to the current shortages. Accompanied by
Aam Aadmi Party leader Sanjay Singh and other

to NIA investigations, the accused  cryptocurrency, and handling of

TDP-Led Andhra Govt Demolishes YS

Ex-CM Jagan Calls 1t "Naidu's Vendetta Politics’

™ Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, former

New Delhi:Municipal authorities
razed the YSR Congress Party's
under-construction central
headquarters in Tadepalli, Guntur
district, early Saturday on
allegations that it was illegal. The
Mangalagiri-Tadepalli Municipal K
Corporation (MTMC) began =
demolition with excavators and
bulldozers at around 5:30 a.m.
The Capital Region Development
Authority (CRDA) had notified
the opposition party about the
alleged illegal construction.On
Friday, the YSRCP filed a petition in
the High Court contesting the CRDA
office. According to a party
spokesperson, the court ordered a halt
to all demolition operations, which the
YSRCP's counsel transmitted to the
CRDA Commissioner.Officials from
the CRDA and MTMC stated that the

N\

irrigation department's land was being
used to build the YSRCP office. There
have been claims that the boatyard land
was leased for a nominal sum during
the tenure of the former Jagan Mohan
Reddy-led YSRCP government.
Additionally, there were claims that the
building was started without first
obtaining CRDA and MTMC approval.

. i%*‘

agency is continuing.

RCP Headquarters,

chief minister and YSRCP
president, has attacked the TDP-led
government's actions. In his post on
'X", he claimed that Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu had turned to
political vendetta. He said that a
tyrant used bulldozers to demolish
the YSRCP's central headquarters,
despite the High Court's
rulings.According to Jagan Mohan
Reddy, Naidu's actions were a
message about how his
administration would be for the
next five years.
However, the YSRCP Chief stated that
the party would not be intimidated by
these threats or political vendettas. He
promised to fight for the people's rights
and urged all democratic forces in the
country to reject Chandrababu Naidu's
actions.

party members, Atishi began her hunger strike at
Bhogal, near Jangpura, after paying tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat.

The political contention surrounding the water crisis
has seen accusations from the Bharatiya Janata
Party. BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj has criticized the AAP
government, suggesting that the crisis might be a
deliberate strategy to foster corruption."It almost
seems that this crisis, which is not a natural crisis, has
been orchestrated by the Kejriwal government to
encourage their own corruption as well as to
encourage the illegal tanker mafia," Bansuri Swaraj
said.Bansuri Swaraj further criticized Delhi's
response to the crisis, stating, "Delhi is in a dire state.
The entire city is parched and the Kejriwal
government is indulging only in theatrics. Delhi
Minister Atishi instead of working on the ground and
instead of taking any adequate steps is now indulging
in mere theatrics and is now threatening Delhiites
with anshan (fast)."The situation remains tense as
residents continue to deal with the daily quest for
water amidst the rising temperatures. The political
standoff adds another layer of complexity to an
already dire situation.

Accused in Pannun murder plot yet to
seek consular access in US, says India

Indian authorities have not yet
received any request for consular
access from Nikhil Gupta after
he was extradited to the US from
the Czech Republic. Gupta has
been accused of involvement in a
murder-for-hire plot against
Khalistani terrorist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun.

New Delhi: The government said on
Saturday that it has not received a request
for consular access from Nikhil Gupta,

"

but his family has gotten in touch with

Pannun, a dual citizen of the US and

consular officials "shall refrain from
taking action on behalf of a national" who
objects to such assistance.After his
extradition to the US, Gupta was
produced before a federal court in New
York where he pleaded not guilty to the
charges against him. He faces charges of
murder-for-hire and conspiracy to
commit murder-for-hire, each carrying a
maximum sentence of 10 years in prison.
Gupta was ordered detained without bail
until his next court appearance on June
28.S Attorney General Merrick Garland
stated that the US will not tolerate
attempts to harm its citizens. He said that
Gupta "will now face justice in an

the Indian national extradited to the
United States on charges of plotting to
assassinate Khalistani terrorist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.Gupta was
extradited from the Czech Republi on
June 14 after being arrested there last
year."We have so far not received any
request for consular access from Gupta

us," said External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal.

Indian officials did have consular access to
Gupta while he was detained in the Czech
Republic.US federal prosecutors allege
Gupta conspired with an Indian
government official to kill Gurpatwant

Canada, is wanted in India on terrorism
charges.Whether Gupta will receive
consular access hinges on the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations.
Article 36 of the convention states a
detained person must initiate the request
for consular access.

Singh Pannun in New York last year. However, the article also specifies that

American courtroom" for his alleged role
in the plot directed by an Indian
government India has denied any
involvement in the alleged attempt to
assassinate Pannun, stating that such
actions are against government policy.
The government also launched a high-
level investigation into the allegations.
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Baltimore bridge collapse: 8 Indian
crew members of cargo ship MV Dali
leave for India, 13 to stay back for
ongoing investigation

world. After nearly three months aboard the massive
cargo ship 'Dali', eight Indian crew members who were
involved in the vessel's collision with Baltimore bridge
in March departed for India on Friday.As per the
Baltimore Maritime Exchange, four of the 21 crew
members remained on the 984-foot cargo ship MV Dali,
which is slated to depart for Norfolk, Virginia on Friday
evening.Eight Indian crew members, including a cook, a
fitter, and seamen, have been allowed to leave the US
following a judge-approved deal, these individuals are
not officers. The remaining 13 crew members will stay in
the US due to ongoing investigations.The remaining
crew has been relocated to a service apartment in
Baltimore, where they will stay pending the completion
of an investigation.20 of the crew members were Indian
citizens and they were aboard the MV Dali Cargo when
it collided with the pillars of Baltimore's Francis Scott
Key Bridge, causing its collapse and the tragic loss of six
construction workers' lives.The ship owned by Grace
Ocean Private Ltd, MV Dali will undergo necessary
repairs in Norfolk. It was en route from Baltimore to
Colombo with a capacity of 10,000 TEU and an onboard
load of 4,679 TEU. The vessel's deadweight is 116,851
DWT.Director of the Baltimore International Seafarers'
Center and chaplain for the Port of Baltimore Rev.
Joshua Messick told CNN that, "They're anxious, under
considerable stress considering they don't know the
future. They don't know when they'll see their family
again or how they'll be treated here."

As of now, no crew members have been charged in relation
to the disaster. The FBI and other federal agencies are
conducting investigations into the incident.

The Francis Scott Key Bridge, a 2.6km-long, four-lane
structure spanning the Patapsco River in Baltimore,
collapsed after being struck by the vessel Dali on March
26.

US Supreme Court upholds ban on
domestic abusers possessing
firearms

world. The US Supreme Court upheld a federal law on
Friday that prohibits domestic abusers from possessing
firearms, reinforcing regulations intended to prevent
gun violence. This decision is the first on gun rights
since a significant 20222 ruling that loosened firearm
restrictions. Chief Justice John Roberts stated that
disarming individuals who pose credible threats ins
consistent with the Second Amendment.

"When an individual has been found by a court to pose a
credible threat to the physical safety of another, that
individual may be temporarily disarmed consistent
with the second amendment," Chief Justice John
Roberts wrote in the 8-1 opinion."Since the founding,
the nation's firearm laws have included regulations to
stop individuals who threaten physical harm to others
from misusing firearms. As applied to the facts of this
case, (the law) fits comfortably within this
tradition."The decision comes amid ongoing debates
over gun control in the United States, a country where
gun violence is prevalent and there are more firearms
than people. The Gun Violence Archive recorded over
40,000 deaths due to gun violence last year. Political
resistance often meets attempts to tighten gun control
measures.President Joe Biden welcomed the Supreme
Court's decision, highlighting his administration's
efforts to strengthen gun safety and combat gender-
based violence. He also expressed his commitment to
urging Congress to enact stricter gun control laws.

"As a result of today's ruling, survivors of domestic
violence and their families will still be able to count on
critical protections, just as they have for the past three
decades," he said in a statement.Biden added that he

s "firmly committed" to ending violence against
women and would push Congress for action to "stop the
epidemic of gun violence tearing our communities
apart."The 2022 Supreme Court decision allowed only
"reasonable" exceptions to the Second Amendment and
emphasized using historical precedents to regulate
firearms. This ruling left lower courts navigating
whether proposed gun restrictions fit within historical
firearms regulation traditions dating back to the late
18th and 19th centuries.In March, an ultraconservative
appeals court ruled that a federal law banning gun
ownership for people with domestic violence
restraining orders was unconstitutional due to a lack of
historical precedent.

During a case presentation last November, Solicitor
General Elizabeth Prelogar emphasized the dangers of
domestic abusers having access to firearms.

Fake elector case in Nevada
dismissed over venue question,

state attorney general vows appeal

LAS VEGAS. A Nevada judge dismissed an indictment
Friday against six Republicans accused of submitting
certificates to Congress falsely declaring Donald
Trump the winner of the state's 2020 presidential
election, potentially cutting from four to three the
number of states with criminal charges pending against
so-called fake electors.

Nevada Attorney General Aaron Ford stood after Clark
County District Court Judge Mary Kay Holthus ruled
that Las Vegas was the wrong venue for the case and
said he'll take the case to the state Supreme Court.

"The judge got it wrong and we'll be appealing
immediately," Ford, a Democrat, told reporters
afterward. He declined additional comment.

Defense attorneys bluntly declared the case dead, saying
that to bring it now before another grand jury in another
venue such as Nevada's capital city of Carson City
would violate a three-year statute of limitations that
expired last December."They're done," said Margaret
McLetchie, attorney for Clark County Republican
party chairman Jesse Law, one of the defendants in the
case.

The judge called off trial, which had been scheduled for
January, for defendants also including state GOP
chairman Michael McDonald; national party
committee member Jim DeGraffenreid; national and
Douglas County committee member Shawn Meehan;
Storey County clerk Jim Hindle; and Eileen Rice, a
party member from the Lake Tahoe area. Each was
accused of offering a false instrument for filing and
uttering a forged instrument - felonies carrying a
penalty of up to four or five years in prison.
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6 deaths reported in US's Phoenix this year as
temperatures soar to 115 degrees

Another 87 deaths are under
investigation for possible
heat-related causes through
last Saturday, public health
officials said in the most
recent weekly update to its
online heat surveillance
information.

Phoenix, At least six people have died from

heat-related causes this year so far in
sizzling metro Phoenix, where the
temperatures this week hit 115 degrees
Fahrenheit (46 Celsius), the Maricopa
County Department of Public Health
reported this week.Another 87 deaths are
under investigation for possible heat-
related causes through last Saturday,

public health officials said in the most
recent weekly update to its online heat
surveillance information.Phoenix hit 115
degrees F (46 C) on Thursday and Friday,
making them the hottest days of 2024 up
to now.. The metro area continued to
swelter through an excessive heat
warning under a dome of high pressure,
with some moisture and a slight cooling

possible over the weekend.A heat wave
baked most of the United States on Friday,
with numerous areas expected to see
record-breaking temperatures.

“We might see a little rain over the next few

days because there is a 30% chance for

Phoenix,” said meteorologist Ryan
Worley of the National Weather Service.
”There could be a slight cool down to

around 110 degrees, but temperatures
should go back up next week.”Situated in
the Sonoran desert, Maricopa County saw
a stunning 645 heat-related deaths last
year, about 50% more than the 425
confirmed for 2022.Arizona Gov. Katie
Hobbs declared a state of emergency in
2023 after metro Phoenix experienced a
31-day streak of temperatures reaching at
least 110 degrees F (43.3 degrees
C).Maricopa County, the hottest big
metro area in the U.S., is among few
jurisdictions that provide regularly
updated data on heat-related deaths that
can be easily accessed by the public.

The Office of the Medical Examiner in

Pima County, home to Arizona’s second
most populous city of Tucson, this year
added a dashboard to track heat deaths
there. So far this year, there have been at
least five heat-related deaths in Pima
County, plus three more in the rural
counties that contract with Pima for
forensic services.Last year in Pima
County there were 176 heat-related
deaths and another 51 such deaths in the
five additional rural counties that the
medical examiner handles.

Namibian court junks colonial-era law
criminalising gay sex, upholds equality

Windhoek. A court in Namibia on
Friday overturned and declared
unconstitutional a colonial-era law
criminalising gay sex between men
inavictory for LGBTQ campaigners
in the southern African nation.Three
judges in the High Court in the
capital, Windhoek, said in a joint
ruling that the law that banned
“sodomy” and ‘“unnatural sexual
offences” between men and dated
back to the time when Namibia was
ruled by apartheid-era South Africa
was unfair discrimination and
should be removed.The case against
the government was brought by a
gay Namibian man, Friedel Dausab,
in 2022. There are no laws
criminalising sexual activity
between women.Dausab argued that
the law was a legacy of Namibia’s
colonial history and was aimed at
punishing and excluding gay men. He
said in his court papers that although
people were rarely prosecuted under
the law, it stigmatised and marginalised
same-sex couples “by outlawing the

most private and intimate expressions
of their love and identity.” The

government opposed Dausab’s case.
The United Nations” HIV/AIDS agency
said the ruling “marks a significant
victory for equality and human rights
for all Namibians and will help protect
the health of everyone.” The law had
“perpetuated an environment of

discrimination and fear, often

hindering access to essential
healthcare services” for members of
the LGBTQ community,
UNAIDS regional director for
southern and East Africa, Anne
Githuku-Shongwe said.
Amnesty International also
welcomed the decision and
said that Namibia had
experienced a fierce anti-
LQBTQ “backlash” in the past
year after a 2023 Supreme
Court decision that recognised
same-sex unions between
Namibian citizens performed
in other countries.In Africa, 31
countries criminalised same-
sex sexual activity at the start
of this year, according to
Amnesty. That includes Uganda’s
harsh new anti-gay law that was passed
last year and allows for the death
sentence in some cases.Zimbabwe’s
Gay and Lesbian Association said it
was heartened that the Namibian ruling
had upheld the principles of equality
and called on its own government to

An Indian-born billionaire Prakash Hinduja, 3 family members
get prison in Switzerland for exploiting domestic workers

GENEVA. An Indian-born billionaire
and three family members were
sentenced to prison on Friday for
exploiting domestic workers at their
lakeside villa in Switzerland by seizing
their passports, barring them from
going out and making them work up to
18 hours a day.A Swiss court dismissed
more serious charges of human
trafficking against 79-year-old tycoon
Prakash Hinduja; his wife, Kamal; son
Ajay and daughter-in-law Namrata on
the grounds that the workers
understood what they were getting into,
at least in part.The four received
between four and 4 1/2 years in prison.

The workers were mostly illiterate
Indians who were paid not in Swiss
francs but in Indian rupees, deposited
in banks back home that they couldn't
access.Lawyers representing the
defendants said they would appeal.

Robert Assael, a lawyer for Kamal
Hinduja, said he was "relieved" that the
court threw out the trafficking charges
but called the sentence excessive.

"The health of our clients is very poor,
they are elderly people,” he said,
explaining why the family was not in
court.He said Hinduja's 75-year-old
wife was in intensive care and the
family was with her. A fifth defendant -
Najib Ziazi, the family's business
manager - received an 18-month
suspended sentence.Last week, it
emerged in court that the family had
reached an undisclosed settlement
with the plaintiffs.Swiss authorities
have seized diamonds, rubies, a
platinum necklace and other jewelry
and assets in anticipation that they
could be used to pay for legal fees and
possible penalties.Along with three
brothers, Prakash Hinduja leads an
industrial conglomerate in sectors
including information technology,
media, power, real estate and health
care.Forbes magazine has put the
Hinduja family's net worth at some $20
billion.The family set up residence in
Switzerland in the 1980s, and Hinduja
was convicted in 2007 on similar

charges.A separate tax case brought by
Swiss authorities is pending against
Hinduja, who obtained Swiss
citizenship in 2000.In this case, the
court said the four were guilty of
exploiting the workers and providing
unauthorised employment, giving
meager if any health benefits and
paying wages that were less than one-
tenth the pay for such jobs in
Switzerland.Prosecutors said workers
described a "climate of fear" instituted
by Kamal Hinduja. They were forced to
work with little or no vacation time,
and worked even later hours for
receptions.They slept in the basement,
sometimes on a mattress on the floor.

Hindujas file appeal against Swiss
court's jail term orderOn Friday the
Hindujas said they were "appalled" by
a Swiss court's ruling of jail terms for
some members in Geneva and that an
appeal has been filed in a higher court
challenging the verdict finding them
guilty of exploiting vulnerable
domestic workers.

Three killed, 10 injured in
shooting at grocery store in
US's Arkansas

Arkansas.A shooter opened fire Friday at a grocery
store in Arkansas, killing three people and
wounding 10 others, including two law
enforcement officers, police said. The suspect was
also wounded in a shootout with police, Arkansas
State Police Director Mike Hagar was quoted as
saying by news agency Reuters in its report.The
shooting occurred just after 11:30 a.m. at the Mad
Butcher grocery store in Fordyce, a city of about
3,200 people located 65 miles (104 kilometers)
south of Little Rock.Police identified the
suspected shooter as 44-year-old Travis Eugene
Posey of New Edinburg. He was taken to jail and
charged with three counts of capital murder, while
other charges are still pending. No court date had
been set, according to the inmate roster.A state
police spokesperson did not know if Posey had an
attorney, and the Ouachita County Sheriff’s
Office said it had no information.

Neither the officers' nor Posey's injuries were life
threatening. The remaining injuries ranged from
“not life-threatening to extremely critical,” Hagar
said.Responding officers shot the suspected
shooter, whose injuries were not life-threatening,
Arkansas Department of Public Safety Director
Mike Hagar said at a news conference Friday. The
two officers that were shot sustained injuries that
were not life-threatening.

The remaining injuries ranged from “not life-
threatening to extremely critical,” Hagar said.

“It’s tragic, our hearts are broken,” he said.

It’s the latest mass shooting where grocery store is
its backdrop. A white supremacist in 2022 killed
10 Black people at a Buffalo supermarket. That
shooting came a little more than a year after one at
a Boulder, Colorado, supermarket, where 10
people were killed.Police did not immediately say
whether the shooting occurred inside or outside
the store. Hagar said they expected to release
more information later Friday evening.Video
posted on social media showed at least one person
lying in the parking lot, while another captured
multiple gunshots ringing out.Images from
reporters on the scene showed a slew of bullet
holes in the grocery store's window. In video
footage, local and state agencies could be seen
responding to the scene, with at least one medical
helicopter landing nearby.Arkansas Gov. Sarah
Huckabee Sanders said she had been briefed on
the shooting.“T am thankful to law enforcement
and first responders for their quick and heroic
action to save lives,” Sanders posted on the social
media platform X. “My prayers are with the
victims and all those impacted by this.”David
Rodriguez, 58, had stopped at his local gas station
in Fordyce to fill up his car when he heard what he
thought were fireworks from a nearby vendor’s
stand. We heard a few little pops,” he said.

He then saw people running from the Mad Butcher
grocery store into the parking lot, and one person
lying on the ground.

Balkan countries hit by masswe power outage as heat overloads system

«Montenegro's energy minister said
the shutdown was caused by a
sudden increase in power
consumption brought on by high

temperatures, and by the heat itself

overloading systems. Power
distribution is linked across the
Balkans for transfers and trading.

Podgorica. A major power outage hit
Montenegro, Bosnia, Albania and most of
Croatia's coast on Friday, disrupting
businesses, shutting down traffic lights
and leaving people sweltering without air
conditioning in the middle of a heatwave.

Montenegro's energy minister said the
shutdown was caused by a sudden
increase in power consumption brought
on by high temperatures, and by the heat
itself overloading systems. Power
distribution is linked across the Balkans
for transfers and trading.This was just
waiting to happen in this heat," Gentiana,
a 24-year-old student in Montenegro's
capital Podgorica, told Reuters.
Temperatures hit 40 degrees Celsius (104
degrees Fahrenheit) across the
southeastern European region.Electricity
and wifi networks went down from
around 1 p.m. (1100 GMT), officials and

clear if this could have been the cause
of outages or in some way related to
them.The report cited unnamed
sources from the electric
transmission company CGES which,
it said, would need helicopters to
access the site.Albanian Energy
Minister Belinda Balluku said there
had been a breakdown in an
interconnector between Albania and
Greece and he had heard there had
been similar circumstances in
Montenegro and prts of Croatia and
Bosnia.A full investigation would
take time, but early analysis
suggested that "big volumes of

social media users said. Suppliers in the
four countries said they started restoring
supply by mid-afternoon and power was
largely back by the evening. At the start of
the blackout, traffic light failures caused
gridlock in Bosnia's capital Sarajevo and
the cities of Banja Luka and Mostar,
Reuters reporters said.Many lost water in
Podgorica as pumps stopped working,
locals reported. Air conditioners shut
down and ice cream melted in tourist
shops.Cars also ground to a halt in the
Croatian coastal city of Split, state TV
HRT reported. Ambulance sirens rang out

it added.The failure

across the city,
occurred as a result of a heavy load on the
network, a sudden increase in power
consumption due to high temperature and
the high temperatures themselves,"

Montenegro's energy minister, Sasa
Mujovic, said in a TV broadcast.Experts
were still trying to identify where the
malfunction originated, he added.

RISK REMAINS

Montenegro's Vijesti TV said a fire had
been spotted in a 400KW transmission
line in arugged area along the border with
Bosnia - though it was not immediately

power in the transmission system at
the moment and very high
temperatures in record levels have
created this technical problem,”
Balluku added in a video
address.Power in Albania was
restored within half an hour, but the
country remained at a high risk of
further shutdowns as power usage and
heat levels were still high, he said.Shifts
in the region's energy supplies have put
strains on its transmission systems,
industry officials say.Western Balkan
nations have seen a boom in solar energy
investment, meant to ease a power crisis
that had threatened a shift away from
coal.But the infrastructure is not prepared
for new energy feeds, the president of
North Macedonia's Energy Regulatory
Commission and other industry figures
told Reuters in April last year.
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‘Misunderstood’ Gautam Gambhir’s
desire to win is unbelievable, says R
Ashwin

Veteran spinner Ravichandran Ashwin praised
Gautam Gambhir, the leading candidate to
succeed Rahul Dravid as India's head coach,
describing him as a "fighter" and hailing his
desire to win as unbelievable. Speaking at
the launch of his book, I Have the Streets - A
Kutti Cricket Story, Ashwin reminisced
about his interactions with Gambhir during
his first full Test series for India against New
Zealand in 2012. "I was playing my first full
series. I only carried drinks during the first
two years before the World Cup in 2011.
Gautam gave me a lot of confidence at the
beginning of my career. I was not used to
someone beyond my state (Tamil Nadu)
giving me that sort of confidence," Ashwin
revealed.Gautam Gambhir is the
frontrunner to replace Rahul Dravid as the
head coach of the Indian men's cricket team,
with Dravid's tenure ending in June.
Gambhir recently attended an interview
conducted by the BCCI Cricket Advisory
Committee for the coveted position. The
other candidates interviewed included WV
Raman and an overseas contender.The 37-
year-old spinner emphasised that Gambhir, a
former Indian opener, is often
misunderstood due to his candid nature.
"Gautam Gambhir is a very misunderstood
person. It's all about perception. He is a
fighter. The biggest issue with many of us is
that we give hero status to someone in our
mind and forget about everyone else. This is
a sport, not a movie narrative. There are no
heroes and villains. Gambhir is a competitor.
His desire and hunger to win is unbelievable.
I have massive respect for him," Ashwin
addedGambhir is anticipated to secure the
head coach role ahead of WV Raman, with
the BCCI expected to announce their
decision soon. However, Gambhir might
officially assume the position in mid-July
when India travels to Sri Lanka for a limited-
overs series. In the interim, VVS Laxman,
the director of the National Cricket
Academy, is likely to accompany the team as
head coach for the tour of Zimbabwe, which
follows the T20 World Cup, according to
PTIL

Afghanistan players turn chefs in
West Indies after unavailability
of halal meat in team hotel

New Delhi The Afghanistan players had to
don the chef's hat after the unavailability of
halal meat at their team hotel in Barbados,
West Indies. The absence of halal meat, a
compulsory component in their dietary
requirements, left them with no choice but to
cook themselves or go out and eat. The
Afghanistan team that was accustomed to the
brilliant hospitality offered in India, found
themselves facing a different situation in the
Caribbean island. In order to address the
issue, the players took it upon themselves to
resolve the issue.After experiencing
marvellous hospitality in the ODI World Cup
2023 in India, the Afghans landed in the West
Indies for the T20 World Cup 2024.
However, there was uncertainty around the
meat available in the Bridgetown hotel being
halal or not. The halal meat is available in the
Caribbean island, but it is not certain if all the
hotels and restaurants have it on their
menu."Halal meat is not available in our
hotel. Sometimes we cook on our own, or
sometimes we go out. In the last World Cup
In India, everything was perfect. Halal beef'is
an issue here."We had it in St. Lucia but it is
not there at all venues. A friend arranged it for
us, and we cooked on our own," a player told
PTIL.The scheduling of Super 8s in the T20
World Cup 2024 has been quite intense with
teams playing three games in three different
countries. It has been a logistical nightmare
with one day of travel in between must-win
matches.

'Fear of failure and...": Former New
Lealand cricketer [an Smith
analyzes Indian cricket team's
struggle to win ICC trophy

NEW DELHI. Former New Zealand cricketer
Ian Smith believes that the Indian cricket
team's inability to clinch major titles stems
from a deep-rooted fear of failure. Despite
their immense talent and skill, Team India
has not secured a ICC trophy since 2013,
leaving fans and experts perplexed.

Smith empathized with the team,
acknowledging the immense pressure they
face. According to him, fear of failure is a
significant factor in sports, especially in
cricket. He highlighted the unique burden
that the Indian team carries, playing under
the weight of unparalleled expectations.

T20 World Cup Schedule | Points Table | Stats

Smith also noted that no other team faces as
much pressure, with the desire to win every
game palpable among the huge fans.

"Fear of failure is a massive thing in sport.
Pressure is a big thing. Being able to handle
the big occasion. I mean, I don't think any
team in the world, or cricket in particular,
plays with as much pressure on their
shoulders as the Indian cricket team," Smith
was quoted as saying by PTI.

The constant need for victory makes every day
a challenge for the players, intensifying the
already high stakes of international cricket.
The Indian cricket team's journey is laden
with expectations and scrutiny, making it a
tough mental battle for the players.

My goal is the UFC title: Sergei Pavlovich on
Alexander Volkov flgh’r and Jon Jones

NEW DELHI. When Sergei Pavlovich went
into his fight for the UFC Interim
Heavyweight title against Tom Aspinall, he
had the world at his feet. A six-fight winning
streak that saw him finish off opponents well
within the first round and score impressive
wins over the likes of Derrick Lewis and
Curtis Blaydes. However, UFC 295 was a
reality check for the Russian star as he faced
defeat in the first round to Aspinall. The
Russian decided to lay low and work back to
get into his rhythm and work back towards
his goal. The UFC Heavyweight title.
Pavlovic, in an exclusive interaction with
India Today, opened up on the loss to
Aspinall and said for him, it is all about
moving forward and preparing well for the
fight, irrespective of the final outcome."You
know, for every fight I prepare to the fullest.
Itdoesn't matter if T win or lose. It's just every
fight is very important for me. What's
important for me is to just keep moving
forward and do my work. Prepare and make
sure that I've done everything to be able to
catch the victory," said Pavlovich.

So why the Volkov fight?

At the Kingdom Arena in Saudi Arabia,
Pavlovich will now face Alexander Volkov
in the co-main event of UFC Saudi Arabia, a
fight that caught everyone by surprise. Both

men used to train together and it is a rarity
that people who know each other fight it out
in the UFC. Pavlovich did say that they were
just acquaintances and not 'friends' as many
perceived them to be.The Russian would
then reveal that he was initially uninterested
in fighting Volkov, someone below him in
the rankings. The 32-year-old further
commented that he didn't want to fight
somebody down the rankings but wasn't
ready to appear like someone who turns
down fights."First of all, I have to tell you
that I'm completely uninterested in this fight.
I was uninterested in this fight because I'm
higher than he is in the rankings. And so, I
didn't really want to have to fight down. But,
you know, it doesn't work like that. Because
if they sign the contract and I don't, that
means I'm quote-unquote not accepting the
fight.""And that's not how UFC works. You
know, it can be one fighter that always
accepts all the fights and the other fighter
that turns it down. So, if both fighters aren't
interested in the fight, then both fighters
should not sign the contract. Now, if I know
that he has gone ahead and signed the
contract, the only thing that I have left is to
sign the contract and accept the fight as well,

because I'm not going to be the one who turns
down fights," said Pavlovich.Pavlovich also
said he would try to go get a quick exciting
finish against Volkov."We'll try and make
sure to get the finish. Uh, like I said before,
you can never plan for a knockout. It comes
spontaneously. It just happens. Of course.
We're gonna try and show a a quick, exciting
finish. That's the goal," said Pavlovich.

Abit of trash talk?

A striking feature about Pavlovich and his
build toward fights is the fact he stays away
from trash-talking. Most of the UFC fights
see opponents have some verbal punches
thrown at each other before the actual one
inside the octagon.So will we see Pavlovich
do some trash-talking? The Russian joked

Rovman Powell credits Roston Chase and
Shai Hope for WI's thumping win vs USA

NEW DELHI. Rovman Powell credited
Roston Chase and Shai Hope for a
commanding win for West Indies against
the USA. In the clash of the co-hosts of the
T20 World Cup 2024, West Indies emerged
victorious by 9 wickets against the USA at
the Daren Sammy National Cricket
Stadium in St Lucia on June 22, Saturday.
Roston Chase was adjudged as the Player
of the Match for his figures of 4-0-19-3,
which are also his career-best figures in
T20Is. His brilliant bowling spell was
followed by a scintillating batting display
by Shai Hope, who remained unbeaten on
89.Chase dominated the middle overs with
his 3-wicket spell as he ran through USA's
middle order. He played a crucial role
alongside Andre Russell and Alzarri
Josheph, who picked three and two wickets
respectively. The collective bowling effort
helped West Indies restrict USA to 128 runs.
Hope went all guns blazing right from the

start and played a blistering knock of 89*
runs from just 39 balls. He struck over 210
runs as his knock included 8 fours and 4
fours.Powell praised Chase's spell and
mentioned that Hope was hungry to putup a
big show. He thanked the crowd for their
support and reckoned that the game against
South Africa would be a cracker.

"It's very special, Kensington brings back

special memories for us. We had a great

opportunity to come out and play some
good cricket. (On Roston Chase) He plays
really well, plays a role very well. Keeps
things tight. On a good surface, he bowled
really well," Powell told the broadcasters
after West Indies' win against the USA.
WIvs USA: Match Report| Highlights
Chase and Hope's contribution
"(On Shai Hope) He's been fantastic, he gota
chance against Afghanistan but was
dropped next game against England in St
Lucia because of the combination.
However, he was hungry for a good
performance. It (WI vs South Africa) should
be a top game, we are up for the fight. We got
a full house here to support us, that's all we
can ask for," Powell added. West Indies next
encounter against South Africa could be a
virtual quarter-final. However, their
commanding win over the USA gave them a
huge shot in the arm as their net-run-rate
received a massive boost.

Andy Murray to undergo back surgery
after Queen's, uncertain for Wimbledon

«Andy Murray is set to undergo
hack surgery after retiring
midway from his second-round
match in the Queen's Club
Championships. Murray is
looking to get fit before
Wimbledon 2024.

NEW DELHI. Andy Murray, the celebrated
British tennis player, is set to undergo a back
procedure after an injury compelled him to
retire from his second-round match at the
Queen's Club Championships. This news
was confirmed by his management team on
Friday.

The 3-time Grand Slam champion had to exit
the London tournament after falling behind
4-1 in the first set against Australian player
Jordan Thompson on Wednesday. The
injury, which forced his withdrawal, marks
yet another setback in Murray's storied

career, one that has been fraught with
physical challenges.Murray's decision to
undergo a back procedure highlights the
severity ofhis condition and underscores his
commitment to returning to peak form. Fans
and fellow players alike will be eagerly
monitoring his recovery progress, hoping
for a swift and successful return to the
court.Andy is having a procedure on his
back tomorrow. (Saturday) We will know
more after this has taken place and will

update further as soon as possible," a
statement to British media said.

The Guardian has revealed that Murray is set

to undergo surgery. The renowned Scottish
tennis star, who has secured two Olympic
gold medals, mentioned earlier this year that
continuing his career beyond this season
seems unlikely. As Wimbledon quickly
approaches, Murray faces a time crunch to
regain his form and fitness for the
prestigious event.

Andy Murray racing against time
- At 37, Murray has suggested that retiring from

professional tennis, either at this year's
Wimbledon or the Paris Olympics, could
mark a fitting end to his illustrious career.
Wimbledon, a centrepiece in the tennis
calendar, will take place from July 1 to 14.
Conversely, the tennis events at the Paris
Olympics are slated to begin shortly after,
on July 27.This parallel timeline puts
immense pressure on Murray, who must not
only heal but also achieve peak
performance. His possible retirement adds
an emotional layer, as fans and fellow
athletes brace to potentially witness the
concluding chapters of a spectacular career
that has inspired numerous young talents.

maybe he should at first but then said it
all comes down to his inner feelings
going into a fight. Pavlovich claimed
that sets his path as a fighter and guides
him on in his MMA career."You know,
great idea. Maybe I should start some
trash talk. No, I'm kidding. Of course,
but you know it's kind of an inner
feeling. You know what? We as
fighters, how we feel inside is how we
lay our path to where we want to go in
this career. So I think that this is just
how I am. This is what's guiding
me."Pavlovich, however, isn't averse to the
idea of a bit of trash talk, but within the limits
and not saying anything outrageous."But,
you know what? Maybe a little bit I should
start saying some things, you know, of
course, keeping myself to the limit, not
saying anything outrageous. But just to do a
little more, you know, promotion," said
Pavlovich.

Fighting Jon Jones?

Jon Jones' return has been a much-talked-
about topic in the UFC Heavyweight
division. Many feel Jones is ducking premier
stars like Aspinall and Pavlovich and angling
toward a fight that is better for him.

Roston Chase's roller-coaster
ride: From almost missing team
bus to winning match for W

New Delhi. Roston Chase described his roller-

coaster of a day from almost missing his team
bus to winning the match for West Indies. The
hosts West Indies registered a convincing win
by 9 wickets against the USA at the Daren
Sammy National Cricket Stadium in St Lucia
on June 22, Saturday. Chase was adjudged as
the Player of the Match for his figures of 4-0-
19-3 against the USA. The West Indies spinner
registered his best figures in the T20Is and
played a crucial role in restricting the USA to
128 runs.Chase picked wicket on his very first
ball to dismiss USA captain Aaron Jones for
just 11 runs. He struck yet again with the
wicket of the dangerous Corey Anderson. He
also dismissed Harmeet Singh to put West
Indies on the front foot. He was supported well
by Andre Russell and Alzarri Joseph, who
picked three and two wickets respectively.
Chase ran through the middle-order with three
wickets and the USA couldn't really recover
from that damage.Chase revealed how he was

"

\
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not having the best of days and managed to
turn it around, that too in front of his family
and friends.

My best figures, to do it at home is a great feeling

with all my friends and family watching. We
spoke about it in the team meeting that it's our
job as spinners to restrict them if they go well
in the powerplay. Today I wasn't having the
best of days, I almost missed the bus. Great
place to play cricket here, it's a great stadium
and the fans are always around. Our is to go
and win this World Cup, we need to beat
anyone in front of us," Chase told the
broadcasters after the match.

Roston Chase wins Player of the Match
Thumping win for West Indies
West Indies gave a reality check to the USA

team after they were in dreamland. Shai Hope
started off the proceedings on an aggressive
note as he remained unbeaten at 82 runs from
just 39 balls. He was supported well by
Nicholas Pooran who scored 27 runs from 12
balls. West Indies managed to complete the
chase withing 10.5 overs. They gave their net-
run-rate a big boost in the lead-up to the semi-
finals of the T20 World Cup 2024.

120 World Cup Group 2 Semi-final qualification
scenario: 3-way race in heated battle

«120 World Cup 2024: Jos Buttler's
England, Aiden Markram's South Africa
and Rovman Powell's West Indies are
involved in a 3-way race to hook spots
in the semi-final of the multi-nation
evenf.

NEW DELHI. The race for spots in the semi-
final of the T20 World Cup 2024 is heating
up big time. In Group 2 of the Super 8, only 2
matches remain, but neither a team has
qualified nor has any team been knocked out
of the competition. Given the current
scenario, South Africa, England and the West
Indies are in with a realistic chance of
advancing to the semis.South Africa have
won 6 matches in a row in the tournament,

but they need more work to do for a spot in
the semi-final. West Indies lost to England in
their first Super 8 match, but made a
stupendous comeback to beat the United
States by 9 wickets at the Kensington Oval in
Bridgetown, Barbados.

USAvs WI, T20 World Cup, Highlights

England, on the other hand, made a thunderous
start against the West Indies. However, after
facing defeat at the hands of the Proteas, they
are sitting third in the points table. The USA
are all but out of the competition, although
they are still in with a mathematical chance.

Here is the qualification scenario of all 4 teams
inthe T20 World Cup 2024 semi-final.

South Africa scenario

It’s pretty straightforward for South Africa
from here on. The Proteas need an outright
win against West Indies to qualify for the
semis. But if they lose their last Super 8
game, they might well be knocked out of the

competition on the basis of net run rate.
Currently, the Proteas have a net run rate of
+0.625, which is slightly above England’s
+0.412 and way below West Indies’+1.814.

West Indies scenario

West Indies need a win against South Africa to
book their berth in the semis. If they secure
victory, they will be locked on 4 points with
the Proteas. But the Caribbean team will go
through on the basis of a superior net run

rate. West Indies had a terrible net
run rate of -1.343, which they
improved after their huge win over
the USA.

England scenario

For England, the scenario is a little
complicated as of now. A win alone
against the United States would not
be enough for them to qualify for the
semis. First and foremost, they need
to beat the USA and also try and
improve their net run rate. Then they
have to depend on the result of the match
between South Africa and the West Indies.

USAscenario

For the USA, they need a miracle to go through
to the semis. They need to beat England by a
mammoth margin in their last Super 8 match
and then hope for South Africa to hammer
West Indies. They are sitting at the bottom
with a disastrous net runrate of -2.471.
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- ¢ Sonakshi Sinha's Brothers Luv and
- B Kush SKIP Her Pre-Wedding Festivities
| 1 a av1 a Amid Rift Rumours? Know Here
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' ° ° ° Sonakshi Sinha is all set to get married to her longtime
lee S A Refreshln S ln TO boyfriend Zaheer Igbal on June 23. Well, the marriage
\ p has been the talk of the town after it was reported that
' there has been an ongoing family feud. However, last
(Wl ° ® ° night all rumours were put to rest after veteran actor
! ;‘ lc ty e n l an arl aree and father of bride-to-be Shatrughan Sinha made his
o 1 first public appearance with Zaheer Igbal. But looks
South actress Malavika Mohanan has been ruling the hearts of fans and glizsiona%}slgl ?1?[1(1)2 iht;{oﬁgii Ll;zeagﬁall(gihsxﬁ
followers with her fashion and style regularly. But, her recent photo dump - %u estpso T e Shicites %ve 08 VTS
on her Instagram account is an eye-catcher. Actresses across industries includingggS onaks.hi Sinﬁa h e; mother Shatruréhan
f‘ Bollywood and.Tollyw.ood loye chlkankarl and so they should. Malavika Sinha, Zaheer Igbal’s family and others. But both
. %1:15 adorned a chikankari saree in all her flair and looks drop-dead gorgeous. = . oo b ceen. This has once again raised
e white chikankari saree with pearls and embroidery suits her beautifully. speculations. Well, a couple of weeks ago Luv Sinha
But that’s not it, the fact is that she looks ravishing and breathtaking all atonce = 1,4 dropped a cry’ptic post on his official Instagram
with this look. Something about her in white and saree is magical.The look = ;.count ahead of his sister’s wedding. He has shared a
comprises a delicate sleeveless blouse that has a plunging v-neckline that = {hrowback photo of himself on his social media
accentuates her bodily charm. The saree flows graciously over her pristine | jccount alongside a cryptic caption. Posting the pic, he
§ilh0uette making it a solid fashion inspiration for girls. The back of the blouse - wrote, “What side will you embrace today? #twoface

1s a sleek strap adorned . #duotone #duality #throwback #portrait.”

‘ with pearls adding to the i, Earlier, Luv Sinha shared a throwback photo from his
extravagance of this trip to Baku on his Instagram handle. Interestingly,

whole attire. The saree
comes from the shelves
of a Hyderabad-based
design label, Sawan

Luv doesn’t follow Sonakshi on Instagram (at the time
of writing this article). Sharing the throwback photo,
Luv wrote, “The problem with time is, that we never
have enough of it. #Memories #Baku #Throwback

Gandhi and he has made a #Streetphotography #Christmas #Nightlife #A7RS5.”
habit of creating such fashion On Thursday, Sonakshi was spotted by paparazzi in
moments. Mumbai’s Bandra area. The actress was clicked

wearing an all-white ensemble. She refused to pose for
the shutterbugs and looked very caught up.

Malavika has a real knack
for her acting and the

volume of work she is . Interestingly, her father was also papped arriving in
doing at present is , ' Bandra. For the unversed, Sonakshi’s wedding
proof. She is doing reception will take place at Shilpa Shetty’s restaurant

Bastian in Bandra.Meanwhile, Shatrughan addressed
the rumours surrounding Sonakshi’s wedding and
called out those who are spreading “fake news”. “Tell
me, whose life is it anyway? It’s just the life of my only
daughter Sonakshi, whom I'm very proud of and
- : y immensely fond of,” Shatrughan told Times
}ﬁma-?heué);z?;sbg - - ' - Now.com/Zoom. “She calls me the pillar of her
’ ’ o - strength. [ will be there at the wedding, certainly. Why

Wthh.ls i TClugy % shouldn’tIand why won’t1?”
and 1s due for

fim b direcied by . Munjya Box Office Day
" Maruthi and is 3 .
| being antcipated ~ 14: Sharvari Wagh, Abhay

and awaited b

audiences becausey Prabhas and Malavika are coming together. And, if Ve rm u ’S Fi I m (0 nﬁ n U e S To

that’s not enough excitement, the genre of the film is a horror comedy

which is also amongst the audiences’ favourites.The film will have .

Prabhas romancing dream girl Malavika and has stirred up enthusiasm as G ro W, MI n 1 S R S 7 ] ( ro re S

no one saw this pair before sharing screen space. Her performance in the )

blockbuster action thriller Maaran, paired alongside Dhanush in 2022, ! ’ -
l deserves appreciation. This political thriller had fans raving about the film

films in Malayalam,
Telugu and Tamil
languages. She is the
| / n' v female lead paired
| / f alongside Prabhas,

"

'

doing good business at the box office.

l

LB \\\ o INEE i &
Sharvari Wagh and Abhay Verma starrer “Munjya’ hit
theatres on June 7 and impressed everyone. On its
opening day, the film received a positive response
from the audience and earned close to Rs 4 crore. By
its first Sunday, the film had minted over Rs 8 crore.
Now, on its second Sunday, the collections have
surpassed expectations, earning Rs 8.5 crore. With
this, the overall collection of the film stands at Rs 53.8
Cr, officially entering the Rs 50 Crore mark in India!
On Friday, the film has an overall collection of over
Rs. 71 Crores.Trade analyst Taran Adarsh took to his
Twitter handle and shared, #Munjya is having a
DREAM RUN... Week 2 is almost at par with Week 1,
which speaks of its incredible run. Continues its
dominance in mass pockets, which should act as an
eye-opener for film-makers / Studios who greenlight
films targeting a handful of metros, ignoring the mass
pockets.An all-round, universal acceptability is a
MUST. [Week 2] Fri 3.75 cr, Sat 6.75 cr, Sun 8.75 cr,
Mon 5.50 cr [#Eid], Tue 3.50 cr, Wed 3.25 cr, Thu 3 cr.
Total: ? 71 cr. #India biz. #Boxoffice #Munjya biz at a
glance... Week 1:? 36.50 cr, Week 2: ? 34.50 cr, Total:
?71 cr, #India biz. #BoxofficeAccording to a report in
Sacknilk, The film saw an overall occupancy of
15.82% percent in the Hindi belts on Friday. While the
morning shows had an occupancy of 10.35% per cent,
it increased to over 16.86 percent and 18.68 percent,
respectively, during the evening and night shows.
Munjyais a horror-comedy which is based in Pune and
the Konkan region. Besides Sharvari and Abhay, the
film also stars Mona Singh in a key role. It follows the
story of the eponymous mythical creature who wreaks
havoc in the life of Bittu, played by Abhay.The film
gained majorly positive reviews. News18 Showsha
gave Munjya a 3-star rating. “Munjya beautifully
draws inspiration by blending elements of horror and
cultural depth to weave a story that is both enthralling
and deeply rooted in Indian mythology. The movie
delivers a good cinematic experience owing to its
good writing and the gripping folklore.

Is A Bundle Of Sunshine As She Shares
Postcard Perfect Photos From London

Kriti Sanon is currently basking in the success of her recently released film, Crew. She enjoys a massive fan following and is
often seen sharing fun moments and happy snippets on her Instagram handle. Having said that, she recently dropped a
bundle of postcard-perfect photos from her London vacay.Kriti looked the prettiest as she basked under the sunlight. She
donned one of her brightest smiles. She pouted and showed a heart sign for her fans, acknowledging her love for them. She
also winked for the second picture. She was a complete vision to behold.

Meanwhile, on the work front, Kriti Sanon will soon be seen in the crime thriller Do Patti with Kajol. The teaser has already
lefteveryone excited, and fans are eagerly waiting for its release. The teaser opens with an aerial view of Manali, and Kajol is
seen as a cop riding a bike. Her voice can be
heard in the background throughout the video.
She is talking about the right and wrong
situations in life. Kriti Sanon’s character is also
shown as a glamorous one. She is seen in a grey
shade. It looks like it is a murder mystery, but
still, nothing is clear. The film will surely keep
you on the edge of your seat.Last year, Kriti
Sanon announced her first film as a producer.
She took to her Instagram handle to share the
first photo featuring her, Kajol, along with
others.

Taking to her Instagram handle, the actress
shared the photo featuring Kajol and wrote,
“Thrilled to announce DO PATTI! Alongside
three very strong-headed, inspiring, and
immensely talented women, Monica, we
couldn’t have found a better platform than
Netflix to tell this story! @netflix in Superrr
duperr excited to reunite with Kajol ma’am after
8 years! @kajol. Kanika — I've always loved
your writing, and I’'m so happy to be co-
producing my first with you! Ufff, this is a
special one! @kanika.d @kathhapictures. This one is going to be a thrilling game with a lot of heart! A first for Blue
Butterfly Films, @bluebutterflyfilmsofficial’Do Patti marks the debut of writer Kanika Dhillon. She said, “Do Patti is a
very special project, and there is no greater satisfaction than delivering a great story to your audience that is thrilling and
interesting. You will be enthralled to see Kriti Sanon in a never-before-seen avatar, and having Kajol, who is such a
legendary actor, was such a great pleasure as a writer-producer.”
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