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In sync with
government time

The flag was fluttering in the wind and the sun was
going down fast. The year was 1966. There was
the usual sepoy section on guard at the Corps
Commander’s bungalow in Tezpur, Assam. It was
about time to lower the flag of the flagstaff house.

he guard commander looked at his ammunition
boots, satisfied himself that the shine was bright
and the leather shoe laces weren’t wrinkled. Then
he counted the hob nails of his boots; all 13 were
in order. He shouted the command and the squad
started marching towards the flagstaff of the
Corps Commander’s house.

The General was going around the flower beds and
trimming some leaves with a pair of secateurs. He
slipped the tool into his pocket and moved closer
to watch the lowering of the flag at retreat. The
maali came out with a watering pot and started
tipping the water onto the saplings and peonies.
The General was a lover of flowers and liked his
garden well kept.I was sitting with Subedar Sube
Singh (of the Jat Regiment) as he narrated the
incident. He was 93 but remembered that evening
well. He was a Havildar in the defence company
and they were on guard duty at the bungalow that
summer several decades back.

“I was taking down the flag at 6 pm when I felt that
the General had come quite close to me and stood
watching me. [ was tying the rope on the flagpole
having taken off the flag. My eyes fell on the
General’s wrist watch. It showed the time as five
minutes to 6. My watch showed exact 6 pm.”

“Sahib galti ho gayi mujh se jhanda utarne ke time
mein (Sir, [ am afraid I made a mistake, I lowered
the flag five minutes early),” Subedar Sube Singh
recalled having told the General.

The General, he said, laughed. “He was a very good

man.”*Ghabrao matt, tumney sarkari ghadi pehni
hai (Don’t be nervous, you are wearing a
government watch),” he told Sube Singh, “and I
am wearing a personal watch. And a government
watch can never be wrong. You did the right thing
going by government time.”Then the General
Sahib said “shaabash” and it was such a relief,
Sube Singh smiled.“In those days, we were issued
a wrist watch from the quarter guard to do duties.
We could not afford to buy watches. Niwar ke
feetey waali ghadi hoti thee (Those hand-wound
watches used to have a canvas strap),” Sube Singh
recalled.India used to import watches from
Switzerland and HMT had just started
manufacturing hand-wound watches in
collaboration with the Citizen Watch Company of
Japan. The demand for watches was veryhigh and
these were fearfully expensive.The Army used
the Omega military watch but since it wasn’t
shock-proof, it often developed variable
movement and time errors. It was also the job of
weapon armourers to check the watches for
accurate movement.After the incident, General
Sahib gave orders that every week, all watches
will be synchronised.“Subedar Sahib, but you
didn’t tell me who this General was?” I asked
Sube Singh.His name was Sam Manekshaw, he
said. Who else I thought. The stuff oflegends.

Give serious thought to regulating the volume of tourists.

This past month has been so miserable that apart from
staying indoors, reading, surfing the Net or bingeing on
movies, there is little that one can do. Driving up to the
hills is now not an option since they are overrun by
tourists who seem undeterred by the weather. After a
short trip to Dehradun recently, I swore I would not stir
out this summer. The temperatures there were only
marginally lower than boiling Delhi’s and power
outages made lives miserable. I have been going to
Dehradun since the 1960s, and distinctly remember how
the temperatures would dip after rain in Mussoorie to
make one believe that one was in a hill station. The
beautiful drive to the sulphur springs at Sahastradhara
were a treat we were allowed often. In those days, there
was only a charming Buddhist monastery and library,
and gentle monks would wave at us as we passed by.

Come to 2024. Dehradun is now a Smart City: this means
that its old cityscape has been altered to suit the lifestyle
of the smart people who occupy it now. Gone are the
gracious bungalows with litchi and mango trees and
large, airy verandahs and the famous bookshops and
bakeries of yore. These are either untraceable or so
difficult to walk into that they have outlets all over the
town that probably sell fake stuff.

Let’s not make this a dirge for an old town that has
vanished (there are so many that have suffered similar
fate), but question the wisdom of promoting commercial
tourism. Uttarakhand is now the go-to destination for
pilgrims, be it the Char Dham Yatra or visiting Kainchi
Ashram (oops, sorry, now Kainchi Dham), Jageshwar
and countless other pilgrim spots with ancient temples
that have a magical pull. Soon, we will have the
kanwariyas trotting to Gangotri to bring down Gangajal
and all routes will be clogged by their long lines, with
loud, raucous bhakts perched on accompanying tempos
and mini-trucks blaring deafening bhajans. The National
Highway is made a one-way route and the traffic on the
other side is enough to turn one’s hair grey.

Several environmentalists have raised concerns about how

THE cancellation of the University Grants Commission-

Check manipulation of online reviews

Not publishing critical reviews or poor ratings is as bad as paid positive reviews

The increasing dependence of consumers on online

reviews of products and services makes it imperative
that these reviews be honest and genuine. However, the
very fact that they influence consumer choice tempts
manufacturers and service providers to manipulate the
reviews to their advantage. Executed through paid
reviews, often managed by specialised ‘online
reputation management’ companies, such fake and
fraudulent high-star ratings and reviews distort
consumer choice and harm consumer interest.Another
deceptive practice is to block or reject genuine
consumer reviews that are negative or critical of the
product or service. This suppression of honest opinions
that go against a product or a service, once again
undermines the very raison d’etre of online reviews and
misleads consumers on the quality, be it a product or a
service.Last month, I got two interesting feedbacks
about online reviews — one of these pertained to the
purchase of an apparel on the basis of the five-star
ratings that it had received on the website. However, on
delivery, the consumer found the quality to be poor. She
soon got the answer to the ‘five-star’ ratings that the
garment had garnered — inside the package was an offer
of payment of Rs 200 for a five-star rating! She brought
this to the notice of the online marketplace, but there was
no response!In another case, the consumer found the
quality of the shirt to be very different from the
description on the website — it was obviously a case of
misrepresentation, and so the consumer gave the
garment a poor rating and wrote a review pointing out
the falsities. The website did not publish it!

Not publishing critical reviews or poor ratings is as bad as

paid positive reviews, and I must mention here that the

Federal Trade Commission in the United States took a
very serious view of an online fashion retailer, Fashion

Nova, blocking hundreds of thousands of negative
consumer reviews about its products for several years
and imposed, in 2022, a penalty of $4.2 million for the
harm incurred by the consumers. Last year, it used this
money to pay refunds to consumers who bought goods
on the basis of the one-sided reviews and were unhappy
with the product. With the Union Ministry of Consumer
Affairs and the consumer protection regulator — the

Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) —

taking a very serious view of such devious
manipulations and manufactured reviews, one hopes to
see similar regulatory action here in India too. In 2022,
the Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs introduced, ona
voluntary basis, the Indian Standard (IS) 19000:2022 on
online consumer reviews, aimed at ensuring the integrity
and accountability in the publication of reviews and
eliminating fake, fraudulent and biased opinions.

National Eligibility Test (UGC-NET) examination a
day after it was conducted comes as a huge
embarrassment for the Centre and a big letdown for the
over nine lakh candidates. The shock cancellation has
been attributed to inputs that the integrity of the
examination may have been compromised. One reason .

for the swift action could be to avoid a repeat of the | =~

raging controversy over the alleged irregularities in the
NEET-UG examination. After this, a sense of betrayal
in the public consciousness is inevitable. After the twin
botch-ups in quick succession, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) finds itself in a worsening crisis of |
credibility. The Central Bureau of Investigation has
been tasked with conducting the probe. This reflects the
seriousness being attached to the matter, but the
damage has already been done.The NTA has been
holding the UGC-NET examination in a computer-
based format since 2018. It had gone back to the pen-
and-paper version this year. The Education Minister

The standard prohibits publication of reviews that have

been purchased or written by individuals employed for
that purpose by the supplier or seller or by a third party,
and requires stringent processes such as filtering and
control tools and algorithms to be put in place by all
online sites that publish consumer reviews.
Unfortunately, the voluntary standard did not have the
desired result, and so the ministry has now decided to
make the standard mandatory through a quality control
order and initiated the process.Once the quality control
order comes into force, the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) will be the enforcing agency but the CCPA can also
take action against violations, including refusal to
publish negative news.

Interestingly, in a nationwide study by Local Circles, a

community social media platform, involving 54,000
users of e-commerce sites and apps, 22 per cent of the
respondents said their reviews were not published
because these were negative. About 60 per cent of the
respondents found reviews to be positively biased, while

Pariksha pe charcha

UGC-NET cancellation a huge letdown

has spoken of setting up a high-level committee to

Tourism’s damaging effect

2 5, -

this widening of roads, cutting down trees and allowing
free access to fragile ecosystems is harming our natural
resources and environment. But who cares to listen? The
locals, even as they complain about this, are happy to
earn the extra money they get from opening small
dhabas and Maggi spots that offer ‘chaaoo mean’ and
momos, cold drinks and mineral water, and offering
‘homestays’ with no proper sewage disposal units. In
short, except for carping critics (who cares for them

If this means charging a substantial fee, so be it. Also, no trees should b

=y
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anyway?), acchhe din have arrived, they believe.

Like many others of my age who are unable to trek and
undertake adventurous trips, I love the blogs that young
people post. The pristine beauty of a remote village in
the Himalayas or Ladakh, an atmospheric temple that
hardly anyone can visit because it is so remote and
difficult to reach — there are some superb views you can
see as you sit in an armchair and flit from one travel blog
to another. What I fear, though, is that soon, some eager

56 per cent felt that way about ratings.

Unlike advertisements issued by businesses, online

reviews are opinions of other consumers who have used
the services or products, and are, therefore, of immense
help to consumers in making an informed choice —it s,
therefore, absolutely essential that the sanctity of such
reviews is strictly maintained. In fact, it is in the interest
of businesses to ensure that reviews are honest and true
so that consumers can depend on them and they continue
to patronise online retail stores and review platforms.
Towards this end, all such online sites should explain the
processes employed by them to ensure the reliability of
the reviews, including statistical data on the number of
reviews received, published, rejected and the reasons for

Meanwhile, I would urge more and more consumers to

give their feedback on services and goods that they hire
or purchase so as to help fellow consumers. If negative
comments are not published, they must lodge a
complaint with the BIS or the Consumer Affairs
Ministry through the national consumer helpline.

recommend an overhaul of the examination
processes. Wide-ranging discussions
among domain experts — ‘pariksha pe
charcha’ in its true sense — would be
expected. Unilateral imposition of new
guidelines and patterns may not be a
pragmatic solution when faced with a trust
deficit.

Conducted twice a year, UGC-NET is the
first such examination to be scrapped after
the Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act was passed in February.
This law provides for three to five years in
prison and a fine of up to Rs 10 lakh for
resorting to unfair means. It will take time
to gauge how effective the legislation
proves to be as a deterrent. Cancellation can
take a heavy toll on the mental and
emotional wellbeing of candidates. A zero-
error system has to be the end goal.

e sacrificed to ease the path of a tourist

tour promoter will persuade crowds to ‘explore’ these
hidden beauty spots. I can just see the litter they will
leave behind them as they move on after taking the
mandatory selfie, to destroy the next undiscovered
treasure. So, what can we do to protect the few beauty
spots that are left?

For one, serious thought needs to be given to regulating the

volume of tourists. If this means charging a substantial
fee, so be it. This is how Bhutan has deterred
irresponsible tourists from polluting its beautiful land.
Do not allow roads to be widened, underpasses and
bridges to be built in these areas. A pilgrimage means
walking to make it. Air-dropping rich bhakts in
helicopters is a strict no-no. No trees should be sacrificed
to ease the path of a tourist. In Jageshwar, there is a
horrifying plan to cut down thousands of its famous
deodar trees, quite forgetting that it is venerated because
the jyotirlingam there is named after its deodars. Many
of'these stately trees are hundreds of years old and are an
irreplaceable treasure.Come now to Kainchi, where
Baba Neem Karoli built a charming ashram on the banks
of an uttar-vahini stream. For decades, the local people
went there to sit at his feet and be blessed by the loving
tranquillity he exuded. After Steve Jobs, Mark
Zuckerberg, Meryl Streep and other celebrities
discovered it, our own Virat-Anushka and countless
stars have been spotted there. So what was once an
ashram is now called a dham, and accessing it is
becoming impossible. At the annual bhandara held in
June, there are lines of people from Bhowali that stretch
for miles as they await darshan. This little village is now
a thriving tourist industry of commerce that has sprung
up with ‘hotuls’, dhabas and craft shops. Naturally, the
locals are delighted, but has anyone thought of what this
tourist overload is doing to the temple itself? I'm
convinced that Babaji’s soul has fled the place. Those of
us who knew him as a gentle, loving man who offered no
gyan but blessed those whom he loved with his eyes, will
never find that peace now.
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Road Ministry Seeks Rs 22 Lakh
Crore From Cabinet For Highway
Development Plan

New Delhi: To expedite infrastructure development, the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has sought
Cabinet approval for an investment worth Rs 22 lakh
crore aimed at constructing approximately 30,600
kilometres under the Highway Development Plan by
the fiscal year2031-32.

The plan, submitted to the Finance Ministry and
circulated to all major ministries last week, includes
the construction of 18,000 km of expressways and
high-speed corridors, the decongestion of 4,000 km of
national highways around cities and the construction
of strategic and international roads. About 35% of the
investment will be made by the private
sector.According to reports, the master plan for
highway development has been proposed in two
phases. Officials attending the inter-ministerial
meeting chaired by Anurag Jain, Secretary, Ministry of
Road Transportation and Highway (MoRTH) said the
ministry has laid down the roadmap for tendering all
phase-1 projects by 2028-29 and completing them by
2031-32. The estimated Rs 22 lakh refers to the first
phase of the project.The ministry has sought a 10%
annual increase in the budgetary allocation for project
implementation. In the interim budget, the
government allocated Rs 2,78,000 crore to the
ministry, an increase of 2.7% over the previous
fiscal. The financial estimate for the second phase of
development of 28,400 km will be decided at a later
date. According to the plan, the sanction and award of
the routes of phase 2 will be completed by 2033-34 and
the construction work will be completed by 2036-37.

The ministry pointed out that it has planned the
development of highways and expressways after
analysing the GSTN data, including the goods
transported from point to point, and has also taken into
account the transport of goods by rail.

Quant Mutual Fund Assures
Cooperation After Sebi Probe
In Front-running Case

NEW DELHI.Quant Mutual Fund said in a statement to
its investors it is responding to queries received from
Sebi, without specifying the nature of the
enquiries.Moneycontrol had reported on Sunday that
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) was
investigating allegations of “front running” —or dealing
on price-sensitive information before its general release
— at the mutual fund.“We will provide all necessary
support and continue to furnish data to SEBI on a
regular and as-needed basis,” the fund said in its
statement. The statement also said, “With over 8 million
folios and an asset under management (AUM) of Rs
93,000 crore, our commitment to maintaining investor
confidence remains steadfast. We appreciate the trust
and support of our investors, and our advanced research
capabilities and analytical tools will continue to keep
our investors ahead of the curve.”Reportedly, the
market regulator conducted search and seizure
operations on Quant Mutual Fund, owned by Sandeep
Tandon, due to suspicions of front-running
activities.Sources indicated that the operations
occurred on Friday and Saturday, targeting locations in
Delhi, Mumbai, and Hyderabad.

Sebi’s investigation wing executed the search following a
detailed probe into front-running allegations.Quant
Mutual Fund had been under Sebi’s surveillance for an
extended period, with the investigation involving
extensive inquiries by the regulator.Front-running is an
unethical practice in the financial markets where a
broker or trader takes advantage of advanced
knowledge of pending orders from their clients.
Specifically, it involves executing orders on a security
for their account ahead of the client’s order to profit
from the expected price movement.

Morgan Stanley Bullish
On India's Internet
Stocks; Prefers Zomato,
PB Fintech

NEW DELHI: Despite the sharp re-rating of internet
stocks, foreign brokerage Morgan Stanley remains
logged into internet stocks, preferring Zomato and
PB Fintech over other players.The brokerage noted
that all the macro and micro factors are currently
aligned for India’s internet stocks.

As the dispersion in the stock returns rises, there is
heightened focus on being stock specific and
selecting stocks carefully. The way to select stocks
is to take into account the operating environment,
track record, outlook and valuation.Based on this,
Morgan Stanley favours Zomato and PB Fintech in
the internet space, since they are outperforming
other internet playersGlobal brokerage Morgan
Stanley retained its ‘overweight’ rating on the
counter with a target of Rs 235. The set target
implies a probable upside of over 21 per cent.

The brokerage said Zepto raising funding round
increases the relevance of Quick Commerce (QC)
channel. On Friday, the company announced that it
has raised $665 million in a funding round that has
doubled its valuations to $3.6 billion. This
fundraise marked the biggest financing this year in
the QC segment.

Morgan Stanley said there is a probability that the
competitive intensity may increase in the segment
over the near term.It noted that assuming
competitive intensity increases further, a push out
of profitability for Quick commerce business
versus the current assumptions is possible.Of late,
stock of the food delivery services firm has been in
focus after global brokerage have turned bullish on
the counter post its confirmation on initial talks
with Paytm to acquire its ticketing business.

Irdai bans ads hawking Ulips as pure investment products

MUMBAI: Finally, mis-selling of
financial products, mostly life insurance
products led by unit-linked insurance
policies or Ulips, which lead the mis-
selling bandwagon ever since the industry
was born, may ebb, forget ending it as
such, with the regulator Irdai over the
weekend ordering life insurers to nearly
end advertising Ulips, one of the biggest
asset classes in the stock markets as
investment products.In fact, one of the
primary goals of the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority
(Irdai) ever since its establishment in
1999, has been to stop the mis-selling of
Ulip, which is a combination of an
insurance policy and an investment
product. In fact, if compared, the
incidences of misspelling of Ulips/life
insurance policies and mutual funds, the
latter is a pale shadow of the former with
the number of complaints against Ulips
mis-selling being almost 99.9:01. The
next in line are credit card issuers and
banks. The regulatory crackdown comes
after it has been repeatedly found that
insurers have been hawking Ulips as a
pure investment product and are coming
out with misleading advertisements to
vouch for this. The regulator, while
prohibiting insurers from advertising

Meta Al rolls out in India on
WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram -

NEW DELHI: Meta on Monday
announced the availability of its Al
assistant 'Meta Al' in India on
WhatsApp, Facebook, Messenger,
Instagram, and meta.ai portal. With
this, people can use Meta Al in feeds
and chats across its apps to get
things done, create content, and
deep dive into topics, without
having to leave the app they are
using, according to a statement by
the social media giant."Meta Al,
one of the world's leading Al
assistants, now arrives in India on
WhatsApp, Facebook, Messenger,
Instagram, and meta.ai. And it's built
with Meta Llama 3, our most advanced
LLM to date," Meta said announcing
the roout in India in English.Meta first
announced Meta Al at last year's
Connect, and since April, it has been
bringing the latest version of Meta Al
built with Llama 3 to users across the

'(learly Inform Customers About Warranty Period'":
CCPA To Electronic Appliance Makers

NEW DELHI: On Saturday, a ¥
meeting was held between the |
CCPA (Central Consumer
Protection Authority) and the
electronic appliance manufacturing
companies. It was done to discuss
the issue regarding the warranty
period of a device, after its purchase
instead of the installation |
date.According to the chief
commissioner of CCPA Nidhi
Khare, the consumers are to be
informed clearly about the
warranty period of their devices
immediately after the purchase.
They should have all the knowledge on
the warranty while buying the product
and the companies have to ensure this is
followed.Nidhi Khare said in a
statement, “Consumer grievances
relating to the warranty period must be
addressed in a proactive and prompt
manner.” As per reports, the meeting
was attended by prominent electronic
companies like LG, Panasonic, Haier,

Ulips as investment products, said these
are hybrid financial products that
combine insurance and investment.“An
advertisement on the unit linked
insurance product, index linked product
and annuity products with variable
annuity pay-out option shall contain
adequate, accurate, explicit and updated
information, in simple language,” says
the Irdai master circular issued over the
weekend.The circular has also asked
insurers “to form an advertisement
committee, which is approved by their
respective boards, and appoint a senior-
level officer of the distributor channel to
examine and approve advertisements to
ensure that the advertisements are true
and not misleading.”Ulip ads “must
contain adequate, accurate, explicit, and
updated information, presented in simple
language”. According to the Irdai, all ads
for participating insurance policies must
disclose the following risk factors: the
projected bonus is not guaranteed; past
performance does not indicate future
bonuses; these products are subject to the
insurer’s overall performance in terms of
investments, management o expenses,
mortality, and lapses.

Why is mis-selling rampant?

So, what do we understand by mis-selling

[
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world."With our most powerful Large
Language Model (LLM) under the
hood, Meta Al is better than ever. We're
excited to share our next-generation
assistant with even more people and
can't wait to see how it enhances
people's lives," it said.From asking
Meta Al in WhatsApp group chat for
recommendations on restaurants, to
seeking ideas on places to stop on aroad
trip, or even asking Meta Al on the web

Croma, Bosch and others.Furthermore,
the CCP stated, “Since the warranty
period as per the policies set by
manufacturers commences from the
purchase date, and not the date of
installation, there is a shortfall in the
warranty period as consumers can only
begin using the product after it has en
installed on their premises.”More
reports state that the issue was
discussed for two categories of

Meta Al for more info right from the
post. So if you see a photo of the
northern lights in Iceland, you can ask
Meta Al what time of year is best to
check out the aurora borealis," it
said.On the Meta Al's imagine feature,
it said, using the word imagine while
interacting with Meta Al directly orin a
group chat, can help users create and
share images.

The meeting mentioned the right of a

utmost protection to a consumer from
unfair trade practices.

In the meeting, the feasibility of the
installation date to be the
commencement date for the warranty
period was also discussed. Measures to
prevent the exploitation of the process
were also discussed. The electronic
appliance makers have been asked to
give their opinions in 15 days.

of Ulips and why is mis-selling in this
space so rampant? According to an
analyst at Motilal Oswal, Ulips are mis-
sold primarily for three reasons. First,
most sales personnel are not trained to
handle a complex product like Ulips,
which is nothing but a hybrid life policy.
Most of them have been selling plain
vanilla products till the time LIC
dominated the market but the arrival of
private life players has seen the market
dynamics changing radically.As a result,
traditional life policy agents are unable to
understand a hybrid like Ulips. LIC used
to have over 90% of its products as
participating policies or par policies also
known as with-profit policy, which
entitles a policyholder a share of the profit
of the insurer in the form of bonuses or
dividends. But since its listing in May
2022, the share of par policies has come

to create a multiple choice test, Meta
Al works in multiple ways for
users."Moving into your first
apartment? Ask Meta Al to 'imagine’'
the aesthetic you want so that you
can create a mood board of Al-
generated images for inspiration on
your furniture shopping," the Meta
annoncemet said citing
examples.Users can also access
Meta AI when scrolling through
Facebook feeds."Come across a post
you're interested in? You can ask

down to around 83% as of March 2024.
On the contrary, private life players have
mostly non-participatory or non-par
products which do not offer
profits/dividends to policyholders. As
opposed to a non-par plan, which offers
guaranteed and fixed benefits, a par plan
offers no guaranteed benefits and the
returns depend on the profits of the
company and therefore future bonuses
can never be guaranteed.This is also the
reason why non-par products carry a
relatively lower premium rate. Secondly,
banks are now permitted to sell insurance
under the open architecture model
wherein they can sell as many as insurers’
products as they want to, creating
competitive pressures with sales targets,
leading to mis-selling. The third reason is
the lack of proper investor education by

insurers.

Ulips and MFs
The main difference between a Ulip and

MFs s that Ulip is atype of insurance plan
providing insurance coverage to the
policyholder offering triple benefits such
as investment return, insurance cover and
tax benefits while a mutual fund is purely
an investment product and does not have
any insurance cost embedded in it nor
offers n insurance cover.

How to navigate the boom in
primary equity market

EW DELHI: The primary market is booming. In
the financial year that ended March 2024, equity
funds raised through initial public offerings or
IPOs rose 22.7% to Rs 65,995 crore, according
to data from the National Stock Exchange. In
addition, shares offered through rights,
preferential allotment and qualified institutional
placement registered a growth of 22% to R1.2
lakh crore.That included new listings like Ixigo
and follow-on offers from Vodafone Idea. If you
seek long-term wealth creation to invest in
companies that have achieved a critical mass and
are set for future growth, you may consider
applying for quality companies. The challenge is
to identify the right quality.

There is a plethora of information thrown at you.
Companies put up a draft red herring prospectus
months before going public. You need to
understand the connection between multiple
pointers that make up a public offFor example,
Hyundai India, the second largest car company
in India by sales after Maruti Suzuki, is making
an offer for sale. Hyundai Motor Company, the
Korean parent, is offering shares to Indian
investors and raising money for global

operations. The money you invest through this

electronic devices. The first is the
“plug and play” products like iron
press and microwave, which do not
require an installation. The second
category includes appliances like
refrigerators and air conditioners,
thatneed to be installed.

consumer on the product that they
have purchased. According to those
rights, as defined under Section 2(9)
ofthe Act, a consumer has the right to
be knowledgeable on the quality,
quantity and price of a product, goods
or services. It aims to provide the

offer is not getting into the company. The Indian
operation of Hyundai is profitable and does not
require any funding from you. You may wonder
what the purpose is and what it means to your
investment. The Korean parent has incubated the
Indian business and taken the risk of entering the
Indian market. They have fought to the second
position in a highly competitive market. Unlike
the US and other rich countries, Indian
consumers prefer low-priced, high-performance
vehicles.The market for luxury and high-end
vehicles is relatively small. However, in the
entry-level auto segment, there is a pent-up
demand in urban and rural India. However, the
intensity of competition from Maruti Suzuki, the
market leader, Tata Motors, and other car makers
is formidable. The company lists the competitive
nature of the market as a risk factor.Similarly, the
company also imports auto components, and as
the demand for cars moves from fossil fuel to
electric vehicles, those imports are likely to
increase. That s also arisk factor in the operation
of the Indian subsidiary. You may want to read all
the 81 risk factors before you put up your
application for the IPO. You may also want to
look at how other listed companies in the sector
are trading. A key factor is the price-earnings
multiple. You may want to ensure that the price
you are paying aligns with the market position of
Hyundai’s India business.

'Hindenburg Incident Was Designed To Defame
Us', Says Gautam Adani During AGM 2024

Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani

addressed the Hindenburg incident
during the 32nd annual general meeting
of the conglomerate, dismissing the
short-seller’s over 100-pages report as
“baseless accusations”.“It was a two-
sided attack — a vague criticism of our
financial standing and, at the same time,
an information distortion campaign,
dragging us into a political battlefield.
The attack was a calculated strike two
days before the closing of our follow-on
public offer,” said Adani about the US
short seller’s scathing report against the
conglomerate last year.

Hindenburg Case
Hindenburg’s report accused the Adani

Group of stock manipulation and misuse
of tax havens, causing a significant sell-
off in the conglomerate. However, a
Supreme Court-appointed expert panel
later found no conclusive evidence of
stock manipulation. The panel did,
however, suggest regulatory
improvements to protect investors.Adani
criticised certain media segments for
amplifying the attack, aiming to tarnish

the group’s reputation and erode market
value. “Amplified by a segment of vested
media, it was designed to defame us, do
maximum damage and erode our hard-
earned market value,” he added.

Despite these challenges, Adani
emphasised the group’s resilience,
noting that they raised an additional Rs
40,000 crore to cover two years of debt
repayment and pre-paid Rs 17,500
crore in margin-linked financing. This
improved the group’s net debt to
EBITDA ratio from3.3t02.2.

Strong Financial Backing

Adani highlighted the group’s
commitment to operational excellence
and transparency, validated by rating
agencies, the financial community, and
respected global investors such as GQG
Partners, TotalEnergies, IHC, QIA, and
the US Development Finance
Corporation.

Our commitment to operational excellence
and transparent disclosures was
validated not only by rating agencies and
the well-informed financial community,
but also by respected global investors,”

Adani affirmed.

Optimism for India’s Growth

The Adani Group is optimistic about
India’s domestic growth, buoyed by the
government’s increased infrastructure

A

spending, which has risen by 16 per cent
to over Rs 11 lakh crore for the current
financial year. Adani emphasized the
crucial role of state governments in
implementing infrastructure initiatives.
“Given the multiplier effect, the

government of India has rightly focused

on infrastructure development by raising

its funding by 16 per cent to over Rs 11

lakh crore for this financial year. It is

worthwhile to note that annual spending
has tripled in the last 5 years,” Adani
remarked.

Future Plans and Segment Updates

Adani outlined the conglomerate’s
ambitious plans, including
developing 30 GW of capacity in the
next five years—enough to power
nations like Belgium and
Switzerland. Adani Green Energy
has revised its FY 2029-30 target
from 45 GW to 50 GW, adding 2.8
GW this year alone, representing
15% of India’s total renewable
capacity addition.

Passenger traffic at Adani-operated
airports reached 88.6 million, and the
group’s cement ambitions aim for a

combined capacity of 140 million tonnes

per annum by 2028. Notably, Ambuja

Cements was the lead supplier for India’s

longest sea bridge, the 21.9 km Mumbai

trans harbour link.
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Rain in Delhi this week, southwest monsoon
advances into Gujarat, Maharashtra

New Delhi:After battling days of deadly
heatwave, Delhi is now likely to see drizzle
to light rain till June 29, making for a wet
end to the month.A fresh bout of rain lashed
parts of the national capital on Sunday
afternoon, bringing respite to the people
reeling under heatwave for the past two
months."Generally cloudy sky,
thunderstorms with very light rain
accompanied by gusty winds in Delhi," the
weather department said.

The maximum and minimum temperatures
are likely to hover around 40 and 30 degrees
Celsius respectively, it added.Earlier, the
weather department said that the monsoon
is expected to hit Delhi-NCR around June
30.

SOUTHWEST MONSOONADVANCES

The southwest monsoon on Sunday advanced
further into Gujarat, after making no
progress for several days, following its
early onset in parts of south Gujarat on June
11.Conditions remain favourable for the

monsoon to cover some more
parts of Gujarat and the
adjoining north Arabian Sea
in the next 3-4 days, the IMD
said in its forecast."The
southwest monsoon has
advanced into some more
parts of Arabian Sea, Gujarat
state; remaining parts of
Maharashtra; some more K&
parts of Madhya Pradesh and l A
Chhattisgarh; remaining 4
parts of Odisha and some
parts of Jharkhand," the IMD
said in its weather
bulletin.The southwest
monsoon typically enters Gujarat on June
15 and progresses to Ahmedabad and other
parts of the state, including some areas of
Saurashtra, by June 20. It covers most parts
of Saurashtra by June 25 and the entire state
by June 30, said officials.Parts of the
Saurashtra region, including Junagadh, Gir
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Somnath, Botad, Bhavnagar and Amreli
districts, and south Gujarat districts of
Valsad, Navsari and Surat received light
rain on Sunday, the State Emergency
Operation Centre data showed.The IMD
has predicted light to moderate rain and
thundershowers in all the districts of

Gujarat next week."Isolated
heavy to very heavy rain very
likely over Konkan & Goa, Ghat
areas of Madhya Maharashtra,
Karnataka during next 5 days;
over Gujarat Region on 23rd &
24th; over ghat areas of Tamil
Nadu on 23rd; Kerala & Mahe
during 23rd-25th and isolated
heavy rainfall over Marathwada
on 23rd, Saurashtra & Kutch,
Lakshadweep on 23rd & 24th;
Gujarat Region on 25th; Tamil
Nadu on 24th & 25th; Kerala &
Mahe on 26th & 27th and over
Coastal Andhra Pradesh &
Yanam during 25th -27th June," IMD
said.The weather department has also
issued red alerts for South Interior
Karnataka, Konkan and Goa, and coastal
Karnataka. An orange alert has also been
issued for the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Madhya Pradesh, Sub-Himalayan
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West Bengal and Sikkim.

HEATWAVE

Today, the highest maximum temperature of
43.6 degrees Celsius was reported at
Rajasthan's Jodhpur.Maximum
temperatures are in the range of 40-43
degrees Celsius in many parts of Punjab
and West Rajasthan. In some parts of
Haryana and in isolated pockets of
Saurashtra and Kutch and Uttar Pradesh
and in the range of 38-40 degrees Celsius
over many parts of Delhi; in some parts of
East Rajasthan and in isolated pockets of
northwest Madhya Pradesh, southwest
Bihar, northwest Jharkhand and Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Yanam.Maximum
temperatures are above normal by 2-4
degrees Celsius in many parts Punjab; over
some parts of West Rajasthan, Saurashtra
and Kutch, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Gangetic West Bengal
and in isolated pockets over Madhya
Pradesh.

BJP's Bhartruhari Mahtab
sworn in as Lok Sabha pro
tem Speaker

NEW DELHI: BJP MP Bhartruhari Mahtab was sworn in
as the Lok Sabha pro tem Speaker on Monday, ahead of
the first session of the 18th Lok Sabha, despite strong
objections from the Opposition.President Droupadi
Murmu administered the oath of office to Mahtab at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Mahtab is set to preside over the
Lok Sabha session, which begins today, and will
oversee the oath-taking ceremony for newly elected
MPs.Mahtab will convene the Lok Sabha session at 11
am in Parliament House. He will first call upon Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the Leader of the Lok Sabha,
to take oath as member of the House.

The seven-time MP will then administer oath to the panel
of chairpersons appointed by the President to assist him
in carrying out the proceedings of the House till the
election of the Speaker on June 26. After the panel of
chairpersons, Mahtab will administer the oath as Lok
Sabha members to the Council of Ministers.The
appointment of Mahtab has drawn criticism from the
Opposition, particularly the Congress, which alleges
that the government overlooked the claim of its member
Kodikunnil Suresh, who has served eight terms in the
Lok Sabha.Suresh was expected to be appointed pro tem
Speaker based on seniority, a convention historically
followed in the Lok Sabha.Congress leaders, including
Jairam Ramesh and KC Venugopal, have accused the
BJP-led government of violating parliamentary norms
and politicising the appointment.

Ramesh stated that by convention, the MP who has served
the maximum terms is appointed pro tem Speaker for the
first two days when the oath is administered to all newly
elected MPs.The controversy has also been linked to
Mahtab's recent switch from the Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
to the BJP ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections.Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
defended the appointment, asserting that Mahtab has
had seven uninterrupted terms as a Lok Sabha member,
making him eligible for the post. Meanwhile, Suresh’s
electoral defeats in 1998 and 2004 mean that his curret
term is his fourth consecutive one in the Lower
House.The pro tem Speaker’s role is crucial during the
initial days of a new Lok Sabha session, overseeing the
swearing-in of newly elected members and facilitating
the election of the Speaker.

37 Crore Deposits, Cash
Seized In Raids Against
Mumbai-Based Ponzi
Company

New Delhi: Bank and demat account deposits apart
from cash worth about ? 37 crore has been seized by
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) as part of a money
laundering probe against a Mumbai-based financial
consultant and his company who are alleged to have
duped investors of ? 600 crore through a Ponzi
scheme.The federal agency said on Sunday that the
action was undertaken after carrying out raids in the
metropolitan city on June 21 against Amber Dalal and
his company Ritz Consultancy Services.The
Enforcement Directorate case of money laundering
stems from a Mumbai Police FIR that charged the
Chartered Accountant and his company with taking
money from investors through a "suspected Ponzi
scheme that promised high returns." Dalal
"absconded" with this money after giving initial
returns. It has been gathered that Dalal raised more
than ? 600 crore from 1,300 investors, the ED said in a
statement.

He was arrested by the EOW, Mumbai Police and is
presently under judicial custody, it said.Dalal raised
money from investors on the pretext that he invested
the funds in nine commodities like gold, silver, crude
oil, natural gas, zinc, lead, nickel, copper, aluminium
and their trade, ensuring the capital is safe and
promising an annual return of 18-22 per cent to his
investors, the ED alleged.Using the same modus
operandi, he raised money from investors in UAE and
USA as well, it said.The search operations unveiled a
network of stockbrokers, investment advisors who
brought clients in lieu of commission. It is also found
that payment received from new investment were
being utilised to pay out the monthly returns to the old
investors, it said.

Dalal "diverted" the funds received in Ritz's account to
personal accounts, which were further routed to
family member's accounts and used for creating
assets, the ED said.

INDIA bloc MPs won't assist pro tem
Speaker during Parliament session: Sources

New Delhi:The stand-off between the
government and the Opposition over
the appointment of pro tem Speaker
Bhartruhari Mahtab came to a head
with INDIA bloc MPs, who are part of
a panel to assist the seven-term MP in
his role, deciding not to perform their
duties, sources told India Today TV
on Monday.The Congress has been
sparring with the BIJP after
Bhratruhari Mehtab was made the pro
tem Speaker, a crucial role in the
initial days of the new Lok Sabha,
instead of eight-time Congress MP K
Suresh.The President had also named
five senior members-- K Suresh
(Congress), T R Baalu (DMK), Radha
Mohan Singh and Faggan Singh
Kulaste (both BJP) and Sudip
Bandyopadhyay (TMC) to assist
Mahtab, but the Congress, DMK and
TMC MPs will skip their duties.The
Congress claimed the appointment of
Bhartruhari Mahtab as the pro tem
Speaker deviates from the tradition of

appointing the senior-most member
of the Lok Sabha. Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh suggested that K
Suresh was overlooked for the role
due to his Dalit background.
Meanwhile, Congress leader K.C.
Venugopal demanded an explanation
from the BJP for disregarding the
senior Dalit leader.The government
defended Mahtab's selection, noting
that unlike Suresh, Mahtab has served
uninterrupted terms in the Lok Sabha.
Suresh lost elections in 1998 and
2004, making his current term his
fourth consecutive one. BJP MP
Sambit Patra clarified that the
decision was made according to the
established convention rather than
law.

LIST OF BUSINESS N DAY-1 OF
SESSION

Lok Sabha MPs from the INDIA bloc
will assemble in the Parliament
complex on Monday morning and
enter the House together at 10.30 am

on the first day of the first session of
the 18th Lok Sabha, sources said.The
MPs will gather near Gate No 2 of the
old Parliament building, where the
Gandhi statue once stood, a senior
opposition party leader said.Newly
elected MPs will observe silence for a
short while to mark the first sitting of
the 18th Lok Sabha, following which
the Secretary General will lay on the
floor of the House a list of newly
elected MPs in Hindi and English.

The MPs, including the Prime Minister
and other members of the council of
ministers, will then take an oath or
make the affirmation, sign the roll of
members and take their seats in the
House.

The President is scheduled to address
the joint sitting of both houses of
Parliament on June 27. The debate on
the Motion of Thanks to the
President's Address will begin on
June 28. PM Modi is expected to
respond to the debate on July 2 or 3.

Centre Allows 6 Months Maternity Leave
For Staff In Case Of Surrogacy

New Delhi: Women government
employees can take 180 days of
maternity leave in case they have
children through surrogacy after
amendments were announced to a 50-
year-old rule by the Centre.

It has also allowed the "commissioning
mother" (the intending mother of the
child born through surrogacy) with
child care leave besides paternity leave
of 15 days to the "commissioning
father", according to the changes made
in the Central Civil Services (Leave)
Rules, 1972.”In case of surrogacy, the
surrogate, as well as the
commissioning mother with less than
two surviving children, may be
granted maternity leave of 180 days, in
case either or both of them are
government servants," read the
amended rules notified by the
Personnel Ministry.

v

Till now, there were no rules to grant
maternity leaves to women
government employees in case a child
was born through surrogacy.

"In case of a child begotten through
surrogacy, the commissioning father
who is a male government servant with
less than two surviving children may
be granted paternity leave of 15 days
within the period of 6 months from the
date of delivery of the child," the new
rules said.In case of surrogacy, the

Indus Water Treaty:

New Delhi: A Pakistani
delegation arrived in Jammu
on Sunday evening as part of
Neutral Expert proceedings
to inspect two hydroelectric
power projects in Jammu
and Kashmir under the Indus
Water Treaty, officials
said.This is the first visitby a
Pakistani delegation to
Jammu and Kashmir in more
than five years under the
dispute settlement
mechanism of the 1960
Treaty.

India and Pakistan signed the

Indus Water Treaty (IWT) after nine years
of negotiations, with the World Bank
being a signatory of the pact which sets
out a mechanism for cooperation and
information exchange between the two
sides on the use of waters of a number of

cross-borderrivers.

A three-member Pakistan delegation
inspected the Pakal Dul and Lower Kalnai

hydroelectric power projects under the
provisions of the IWT for the last time in
January 2019, before the ties between the
two countries froze following the
revocation of the special status of Jammu
and KashmirThe officials said the visiting
experts, including Pakistanis, will inspect
Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric
power projects in Chenab valley during

commissioning mother with less than
two surviving children, may be
granted child care leave, reads the
Central Civil Services (Leave)
(Amendment) Rules, 2024, notified on
June 18.Existing rules allow "a female
government servant and single male
government servant” child care leave
for a maximum period of 730 days
during entire service "for taking care
of two eldest surviving children,
whether for rearing or for looking after
any of their needs, such as education,
sickness and the like".The "surrogate
mother" shall mean the woman who
bears the child on behalf of the
commissioning mother and the
expression '"commissioning father"
would mean the intending father of the
child born through surrogacy, the
Personnel Ministry clarified in the
amended rules.

Jairam Ramesh’s dig in
exchange with Kiren Rijiju:
'Is it with grace marks?'

New Delhi: Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju and senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
were involved in a war of words ahead of the first
session of the 18th Lok Sabha, setting the stage for
what is expected to be a stormy session where the
Opposition is expected to flag issues, including
the NEET row and the appointment of Bhartruhari
Mahtab as pro tem Speaker.During the exchange,
Rijiju sought the cooperation of newly-elected
Opposition MPs to ensure the Parliament session
ran smoothly, with Ramesh calling the minister to
"walk the talk". Rijiju responded and said he
could be a valuable asset if he contributed to the
House. The Congress leader then hit back with a
reference to the grading system of the National
Testing Agency (NTA), which is in the eye of the
storm over the conduct of NEET exams.It all
began when Rijiju said he would always be
available to assist the members and looked
forward to coordination from Opposition
members to ensure the session ran smoothly.

"The first session of the 18th Lok Sabha begins
today, the 24th June, 2024. I welcome all the
newly elected honourable members. I shall be
always available to assist the members as Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs.

I'm positively looking forward for co-ordination to
run the house," Rijiju tweeted.Calling for a
"peaceful" and "productive" Parliament session,
Rijiju said, "Today, as new honourable MPs
pledge their commitment. I am reminded of the
immense responsibility ahead. Under the
leadership of PM @narendramodi ji, let us
together work relentlessly for our nation's
progress."Rijiju's appeal drew a response from
Ramesh, who asked the Union Minister to "walk
the talk". "Actions will speak louder than words
Mr. Minister. Walk the talk," Ramesh tweeted.In
response, Rijiju agreed and called Ramesh an
"intelligent member" and said he would be a
"valuable asset" to the Lok Sabha if he
contributed positively during the new Parliament
session." Absolutely @Jairam Ramesh ji. You are
an intelligent member and you will be a valuable
asset to the house if you contribute positively.
Differences will remain amongst political parties
in Parliamentary Democracy but we are united in
our service to the nation. Looking forward to your
cooperation in maintaining India's rich
Parliamentary traditions," he said.

However, Ramesh hit back at Rijiju and took a dig at
him, saying, "Thanks Mr Minister. I hope your
certificate of my intelligence is not like the NTA
grading. Is it with grace marks?”

Pakistan delegation in

their stay in the

request and

Expert’ proceedings.After

Territory.Pakistan’s initial
request to the World Bank in

hydroelectric power projects,
sought a settlement through a
‘Neutral Expert.’However,
Pakistan later withdrew this
sought
adjudication through a Court
of Arbitration. India, on the
other hand, insisted that the
issue should be resolved
solely through ‘Neutral

negotiations, the World Bank appointed a
Neutral Expert and the chair of the Court
of Arbitration in October 2022. Issuing a
notice for modifying the Treaty, India TheJammu and Kashmir administration has
warned that “such parallel consideration
of the same issues is not covered under
any provision of the IWT”.In July 2023,
the Court of Arbitration ruled that it was

Jammu to inspect 2 power projects

Union  “competent to consider and determine the
disputes set forth by Pakistan’s request for

arbitration”. Pakistan filed its first

2016, concerning its Memorial, which listed its legal case with
objections to the design documents, under this process in March
features of the two this year.A month later, the Court

undertook a week-long visit to the
Neelum-Jhelum Hydro-Electric Plant in
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir “to
familiarise the court with general aspects
of the design and operation of run-of-river
hydro-electric plants along the Indus
system of rivers.While India refused to
take part in the Court of Arbitration, it
submitted a Memorial to the Neutral
Expert in August 2023.Pakistan joined the
second meeting of the parties held by
Neutral Expert in Vienna in September
last year which discussed matters related
to the organisation of the site visit.

failed

appointed 25 "liaison officers" to
coordinate the visit of neutral experts
along with delegations from India and
Pakistan.
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Canada evacuates 225 prisoners
from jail amid intensifying wildfires

Ottawa. Canadian officials have evacuated 225 inmates
from a maximum-security prison in Quebec due to
intensifying forest fires in the area, the Correctional
Service of Canada (CSC) said on Sunday.An evacuation
order for the Port-Carier Institution was issued on Friday
(June 21) and inmates were moved to other secure
federal correctional facilities, without giving details."To
carry out the evacuation, we put measures in place,
together with our partners, to maintain the safety and
security of our staff, the public, and the offenders in our
care and custody," the CSC said in a news release.In an
update on June 21, Quebec's wildfire agency SOPFEU
said lightning sparked seven fires north of Port-Cartier
and two were out of control.Across Canada, the wildfire
season has so far been much less destructive than the
record-breaking 2023 season in which more than 15
million hectares burned. However, the federal
government is forecasting another hotter-than-average
summer ahead.The CSC said the emergency situation
continues to evolve and it was working on when it would
be possible to reopen the maximum-security institution.

More than 15 policemen, several
civilians killed by gunmen in

Russia's southern Dagestan region

MOSCOW. More than 15 policemen and several
civilians, including an Orthodox priest, were killed by
armed militants in Russia’s southern republic of
Dagestan on Sunday, its governor Sergei Melikov said
inavideo statement early Monday.

The gunmen opened fire on two Orthodox churches, a
synagogue and a police post in two cities, according to
the authorities.Russia’s National Anti-Terrorist
Committee described the attacks in the predominantly
Muslim region with a history of armed insurgency as
terrorist acts.Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday were
declared days of mourning in the region.

Dagestan's Interior Ministry said a group of armed men
shot at a synagogue and a church in the city of Derbent,
located on the Caspian Sea. Both the church and the
synagogue caught fire, according to state media.
Almost simultaneously, reports appeared about an
attack on a church and a traffic police post in the
Dagestan capital, Makhachkala. Authorities announced
a counter-terrorist operation in the region. The Anti-
Terrorist Committee said five gunmen were
“eliminated.” The governor said six “bandits” had been
“liquidated.” The conflicting numbers couldn't be
immediately reconciled and it wasn't clear how many
militants were involved in the attacks.There was no
immediate claim of responsibility for the attacks. The
authorities launched a criminal probe on the charge of a
terrorist act.Russian state news agency Tass cited law
enforcement sources as saying that a Dagestani official
was detained over his sons' involvement in the attacks.

Melikov said in the video statement that the situation in
the region was under control of the law enforcement
and local authorities, and vowed that the investigation
of the attacks will continue until “all the sleeping cells”
of the militants are uncovered.He claimed, without
providing evidence, that the attacks might have been
prepared from abroad, and referenced what the Kremlin
calls “the special military operation” in Ukraine in an
apparent attempt to link the attacks to it.In March,
gunmen opened fire on a crowd at a concert hall in
suburban Moscow, killing 145 people. An affiliate of
the Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the
attack, but Russian officials also sought to link Ukraine
to the attack without providing any evidence. Kyiv has
vehemently denied any involvement.

Israel PM says 'intense’ fighting
with Hamas in Rafah 'about to end’

World Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
on Sunday that the Israeli military's heavy fighting
against Hamas militants in the southern Gaza city of
Rafah is nearly over."The intense phase of the fighting
against Hamas is about to end," he said in an interview
with Israel's pro-Netanyahu Channel 14."It doesn't
mean that the war is about to end, but the war in its
intense phase is about to end in Rafah," he said.

"After the end of the intense phase, we will be able to
redeploy some forces to the north, and we will do that.
Primarily for defensive purposes but also to bring the
(displaced) residents back home," Netanyahu said in
his first interview with an Israeli network since the start
of'the war with Hamas on October 7.Netanyahu said he
would not agree to any deal that stipulates an end to the
war in Gaza, indicating that he was open to a "partial"
deal that would facilitate the return of some hostages
still held in Gaza, if not all."The goal is to return the
kidnapped and uproot the Hamas regime in Gaza," he
said.United States officials have raised doubts over
Israel's goal of completely eliminating Hamas, and on
Wednesday Israel's top army spokesman, Rear Admiral
Daniel Hagari, said: "To say that we are going to make
Hamas disappear is to throw sand in people's eyes."

He said Hamas is an ideology and "we cannot eliminate
anideology."Netanyahu said he would not agree to any
deal that stipulates an end to the war in Gaza, indicating
that he was open to a "partial" deal that would facilitate
the return of some hostages still held in Gaza, ifnot all.

"The goal is to return the kidnapped and uproot the
Hamas regime in Gaza," he said.

United States officials have raised doubts over Israel's
goal of completely eliminating Hamas, and on
Wednesday Israel's top army spokesman, Rear Admiral
Daniel Hagari, said: "To say that we are going to make
Hamas disappear is to throw sand in people's eyes."

He said Hamas is an ideology and "we cannot eliminate
anideology."
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Where is Melania Trump Her absence amid
hushand's campaign spurks curiousity

As presumptive Republican nominee
Donald Trump runs for a second
White House term, his wife Melania
has largely refrained from making
public appearances barring a few
exceptions, where she attended
fundraising events and her son’s
high school graduation.

West Palm Beach After Melania Trump

missed key events in her husband’s
presidential bid earlier this year, from the
kickoff of the 2024 election in Iowa to
Donald Trump’s Super Tuesday victory
party, reporters asked the former first lady
whether she planned to hit the campaign
trail. Her response, “Stay tuned”.ut since
making that comment in March, after she
and Donald Trump voted in Florida’s
primary, Melania Trump has largely
refrained from public appearances. The
few exceptions have included a couple of

3 Columbia University deans put on leave

fundraisers in April and their son’s high
school graduation.The former first lady
noticeably did not accompany the
presumptive Republican presidential
nominee on any of the days of his more
than month-long hush money trial in New
York. She was not there last month for the
guilty verdict or the following day for his
remarks at Trump Tower. She also did not
appear on June 14 at a 78th birthday party
organised for Trump by his fan club, or at
any of the campaign rallies he has held in
recent months.Her absence during the
trial and for other important moments was
unusual, said Katherine Jellison, a
professor of history at Ohio University
who studies first ladies. But Jellison said
maybe it should not come as a surprise as
Melania Trump seemed reluctant to
follow the traditional public role of a
politician’s wife. As first lady, she also
kept a low profile and was not a regular
presence in her husband’s losing 2020
presidential campaign.But everything the
Trumps do seems to be against the
standard playbook of how candidates and
spouses behave,” Jellison said.Melania
Trump’s behaviour deviates from how
other politicians have relied on their

spouses. Sometimes male politicians turn
to their wives to try to reach out to female
voters. Candidates also may be joined by
their spouses as a way of giving voters
more of a sense of what the candidate is
like outside the political arena.During this
year’s Republican primary, for example,
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’s wife,
Casey DeSantis, travelled with him,
granted interviews and formed a coalition
named Mamas for DeSantis before he
suspended his bid for the nomination.
Vivek Ramaswamy’s wife, Dr Apoorva
Ramaswamy, also was on the campaign
trail, often appearing along with their two
young children to talk about the

importance of family.

The Associated Press reached out to 15
people who have been to major
fundraisers or Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
estate recently. None said they had
encountered Melania Trump on the
Florida property.er office has not
responded to several requests for
comment. Her only public statement of
late came two days after the Florida
Republican Party announced with
fanfare that son Barron Trump, 18, was
chosen as a state delegate for the
Republican National Convention and het
office said he could not make it, citing
prior commitments.Reporters at the New
York courthouse during Trump’s felony
trial repeatedly asked him, “Where’s
Melania?” but he never answered. Trump
allies cited their son’s school calendar as
the main reason for her absence without
denying it was a delicate time for the
family. Trump’s attorney, Todd Blanche,
was asked whether there were talks about
her accompanying him to court.“That
wasn’t a discussion that I wanted to have,”
Blanche responded, speaking to Miami
trial attorney David Oscar Markus for his
“For The Defence” podcast

Criminal charges

recommended against Boeing

over text exchange at antisemitism panel

New York. Columbia University said it
has placed three administrators on
leave while it investigates allegations
that they exchanged unprofessional
text messages while attending a panel
discussion about antisemitism on
campus.The university said the
administrators work for its
undergraduate Columbia College,
which hosted the panel discussion
“Jewish Life on Campus: Past, Present
and Future” during an alumni reunion
on May 31.The university said the
college’s dean, Josef Sorett, informed
his team on Thursday that the three
administrators were being put on
leave.Columbia College is attending to
this situation with the utmost
seriousness,” a college spokesperson
said. “We are committed to confronting
antisemitism, discrimination and hate,
and taking concrete action to ensure
that our is a community of respect and
healthy dialogue where everyone feels
valued and safe.”Columbia did not
identify the administrators by name
and declined to discuss the matter

Death toll at Hajj pilgrimage rises to 1,301
amid extreme heat: Saudi officials

Cairo More than 1,300 people died

during this year’s Hajj pilgrimage in
Saudi Arabia as the faithful faced
extreme high temperatures at Islamic
holy sites in the desert kingdom, Saudi
authorities announced on
Sunday.Saudi Health Minister Fahd
bin Abdurrahman Al-Jalajel said that
83 per cent of the 1,301 fatalities were
unauthorised pilgrims who walked
long distances in soaring temperatures
to perform the Hajj rituals in and
around the holy city of
Mecca.Speaking with the state-owned
Al Ekhbariya TV, the minister said 95
pilgrims were being treated in
hospitals, some of whom were airlifted
for treatment in the capital, Riyadh.He
said the identification process was
delayed because there were no
identification documents with many of
the dead pilgrims.He said the dead
were buried in Mecca, without giving a
breakdown.The fatalities included

further while the investigation is
pending. The Washington Free Beacon,
a conservative news outlet, published
images on June 12 and 21 of what it
said were the administrators’ text
messages. One included a suggestion

that a panellist could have used the
campus protests for fundraising and
another that appeared critical of a
campus rabbi’s essay about
antisemitism.The panel about
antisemitism was held a month after
university leaders called in police to
clear pro-Palestinian protesters out of

an occupied administration building
and dismantle a tent encampment that
had threatened to disrupt graduation
ceremonies.The police action came
amid deep divisions on campus as to
whether some of the protests against

Israel’s military campaign in

Gaza have been

antisemitic.Some text

messages allegedly sent by

Sorett were among those

published by the news outlet,

but he was not among those
puton leave. He will continue
to serve as dean and is
cooperating with the
investigation, the university
said.“T deeply regret my role
in these text exchanges and
the impact they have had on our
community,” Sorett said in a message
Friday to the Columbia College Board
of Visitors.

Sorett said he is “committed to learning
from this situation and to the work of
confronting antisemitism,
discrimination and hate at Columbia.”

for violating settlement

Washington, US prosecutors are recommending to
senior Justice Department officials that criminal
charges be brought against Boeing, after finding
the planemaker violated a settlement related to
two fatal crashes, two people familiar with the
matter told Reuters.The Justice Department must
decide by July 7 whether to prosecute Boeing. The
recommendation of prosecutors handling the case
has not been previously reported.In May, officials
determined the company breached a 2021
agreement that had shielded Boeing from a
criminal charge of conspiracy to commit fraud
arising from two fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019
involving the 737 MAX jet.Under the 2021 deal,
the Justice Department agreed not to prosecute
Boeing over allegations it defrauded the Federal
Aviation Administration so long as the company
overhauled its compliance practices and
submitted regular reports. Boeing also agreed to
pay $2.5 billion to settle the investigation.Boeing
declined to comment. It has previously said it has
"honoured the terms" of the 2021 settlement,
which had a three-year term and is known as a
deferred prosecution agreement. Boeing has told
the Justice Department it disagrees with its
determination that the company violated the

more than 660 Egyptians. All but 31 of
them were unauthorised pilgrims,
according to two officials in
Cairo.Egypt has revoked the licences
of 16 travel agencies that helped
unauthorised pilgrims travel to Saudi
Arabia, authorities said.The officials,
who spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorised to
brief journalists, said most of the dead
were reported at the Emergency
Complex in Mecca’s Al-Muaisem
neighbourhood. Egypt sent more than
50,000 authorised pilgrims to Saudi
Arabia this year.Saudi authorities
cracked down on unauthorised
pilgrims, expelling tens of thousands
of people. But many, mostly Egyptians,
managed to reach holy sites in and
around Mecca, some on foot. Unlike
authorised pilgrims, they had no hotels
to return to escape the scorching heat.
In a statement on Saturday, Egypt’s
government said the 16 travel agencies

failed to provide adequate services for
pilgrims.
illegally facilitated the travel of
pilgrims to Saudi Arabia using visas
that don’t allow holders to travel to
Mecca.The government also said
officials from the companies have been
referred to the public prosecutor for
investigation.According to the state-
owned Al-Ahram daily, some travel
agencies and Hajj trip operators sold
Saudi tourist visas to Egyptian Hajj
hopefuls, violating Saudi regulations
which require exclusive visas for
pilgrims. Those agencies left pilgrims
in limbo in Mecca and the holy sites in
scorching heat, the newspaper said.

The fatalities also included 165 pilgrims
from Indonesia, 98 from India and
dozens more from Jordan, Tunisia,
Morocco, Algeria and Malaysia,
according to an Associated Press tally.
Two US citizens were also reported
dead.

settlement, Reuters reported this month.

spokesperson for the Justice Department declined
to comment.The two sides are in discussions over
a potential resolution to the Justice Department's
investigation and there is no guarantee officials
will move forward with charges, the two sources
said. The internal Justice Department

deliberations remain ongoing and no final

It said these agencies

decisions have been reached, they added.Criminal
charges would deepen an unfolding crisis at
Boeing, which has faced intense scrutiny from US
prosecutors, regulators and lawmakers after a
panel blew off one of its jets operated by Alaska
Airlines, mid-flight January 5, just two days
before the 2021 settlement expired.

The sources did not specify what criminal charges
Justice Department officials are considering, but
one of the people said they could extend beyond
the original 2021 fraud conspiracy charge.

Alternatively, instead of prosecuting Boeing, the
DOJ could extend the 2021 settlement by a year or
propose new, stricter terms, the sources said.

In addition to financial penalties, the strictest
settlements typically involve installing a third
party to monitor a company's compliance. The
DOJ can also require the company to admit its
wrongdoing by pleading guilty.Boeing may be
willing to pay a penalty and agree to a monitor, but
believes a guilty plea, which typically incurs
additional business restrictions, could be too
damaging, said one of the sources.

8 killed in fresh Israeli ulrs’rrlke onh Gaza uld centre:

wFresh airstrikes by the Israli Air Force

(IAF) on a fraining college near Gaza
City led to the death of at least eight
Palestinian nationals. As per locals,
the strike hit part of a vocational
college run by the UN Palestinian
refugee agency UNRWA that is now
providing aid to displaced families.

Cairo. Eight Palestinians were killed on
Sunday in an Israeli airstrike on a training
college near Gaza City being used to
distribute aid, Palestinian witnesses said,
as Israeli tanks pushed further into the
southern city of Rafah.The strike hit part
of a vocational college run by the UN
Palestinian refugee agency UNRWA that
isnow providing aid to displaced families,
the witnesses said."Some people were
coming to receive coupons and others
had been displaced from their houses and
they were sheltering here. Some were
filling up water, others were receiving
coupons, and suddenly we heard
something falling. We ran away, those
who were carrying water let it spill," said
Mohammed Tafesh, one of the
witnesses.A Reuters photographer saw a
low-rise building completely demolished
and bodies wrapped in blankets laid out

beside the road, waiting to be
taken away.

"We pulled out martyrs (from
beneath the rubble), one who
used to sell cold drinks and
another who used to sell pastries
and others who distributed or
received coupons," Tafesh said.
"There are about four or five
martyrs and 10 injured. Thank

God, the condition of the injured |~ =,

is good."The Israeli military said
the site, which it said had served
in the past as a UNRWA .
headquarters, has been used by

Hamas and Islamic Jihad

militants. It added that precautionary
measures were taken before the strike to
reduce the risk of harming civilians."This
morning (Sunday), IAF fighter jets
directed by IDF and ISA intelligence
struck terrorist infrastructure in which
Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorists were
operating," the military said in a
statement."This is another example of
Hamas' systematic exploitation of
civilian infrastructure and the civilian
population as a human shield for its
terrorist activities," it added.Hamas
denies Israeli accusations that it uses
civilians as human shields or civilian
facilities for military purposes.Juliette
Touma, UNRWA's director of
communications, said the agency was
looking into details of the reported attack
before providing more

information."Since the beginning of the
war, we have recorded that nearly 190 of
our buildings have been hit. This is the
vast majority of our buildings in Gaza,"
she said. A total of 193 UNRWA team
members have been killed in the conflict,
she added.Just after midnight an Israeli
air strike hit a clinic in Gaza City, killing
the director of ambulance and emergency
services at the territory's health ministry,
Hani Al-Jaafarwi, and another medical
staffer, Hamas media said. There was no
immediate [sraeli comment.

'INTENSE PHASE' ENDING

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Sunday that the phase
of intense fighting against Hamas in the
Gaza Strip would end "very soon" but
that the war would not end until the
Islamist group no longer controls the
Palestinian enclave."After the intense

phase is finished, we will have
the possibility to move part of
the forces north. And we will
do this," Netanyahu said in an
interview with Israel's
Channel 14.Israel's fighting
against [ran-backed Hezbollah
has escalated on the northern
border with Lebanon, where
many Israeli towns have been
evacuated. Netanyahu said a
northern deployment would
allow residents to come
home.More than eight months
into Israel's war in the Hamas-
administered Palestinian
enclave, its advance is focused on the two
areas its forces have yet to seize - Rafah
on Gaza's southern tip and the area
surrounding Deir al-Balah in the
centre.Israel's ground and air campaign
in Gaza was triggered when Hamas-led
militants stormed into southern Israel on
October 7, killing around 1,200 people
and seizing more than 250 hostages,
according to Israeli tallies.The Israeli
offensive in retaliation has killed almost
37,600 people, according to Palestinian
health authorities, and has left Gaza in
ruins.Residents said Israeli tanks had
advanced to the edge of the Mawasi
displaced persons' camp in the northwest
of Rafah in fierce fighting with Hamas-
led fighters, part of a push into western
and northern Rafah during which they
had blown up dozens of houses in recent

days.
e O
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Euro 2024: Switzerland hold
Germany to make Round of 16,
Scotland knocked out

New Delhi. Hosts Germany came back from a
goal down to snatch a 1-1 draw with
Switzerland thanks to a stoppage-time goal
from Niclas Fuellkrug that sends them into
the knockout stage of Euro 2024 as winners
of Group A, with the Swiss finishing in
second place.

Germany's Robert Andrich had a 17th-minute
goal ruled out for a foul in the build-up, and
11 minutes later Dan Ndoye scored with a
deft volleyed finish for the Swiss before
striking the foot of the post two minutes
later.Germany exerted enormous pressure in
the second halfbut they struggled to get shots
on target, and substitute Fuellkrug had to bale
them out with a late header to grab a share of
the spoils and secure the group
victory.Germany will now face the second-
placed team in Group C, with England,
Denmark, Slovenia or Serbia all still in the
mix, in Dortmund on June 29, while
Switzerland will play the second-placed
team in Group B on the same day in Berlin,
with Italy, Albania and Croatia their potential
opponents.

Scotland knocked out, Hungary made to wait

Hungary snatched a 100th-minute winner to
beat Scotland 1-0 and put themselves in
contention for a last-16 spot at the European
Championship while condemning the Scots
to yetanother failure at a major tournament.

Kevin Csoboth's breakaway goal with the last
kick off the match ensured Hungary finished
third in Group A with three points while
Scotland crashed out bottom with two, still to
get through to the knockout phase of either
the Euros or World Cup.

WI vs SA: Kagiso Rabada and

Marco Jansen involved in nasty
collision in Antigua

New Delhi. In a very scary moment, South
Africa pacer Kagiso Rabada and Marco
Jansen collided near the boundary as both
men tried to prevent the ball going over the
line in Antigua. The incident occurred during
the 8th over of the game with Kyle Mayers
facing Proteas skipper Aiden Markram.
Mayers decided to take on Markram and hita
lofted shot straight down the ground.

Rabada and Jansen came running in and
attempted to take a catch as the
communication wasn't great between both
stars. They would end up colliding into each
other as the ball sailed over the boundary line
for a six. Both men were in visible pain, with
Jansen looking as if he had come off worse
from the collision. Both men were able to get
up after the collision, but Jansen was forced
to leave the field in the end.Jansen had
picked up the first wicket of the match as he
dismissed the in-form Shai Hope for a first
ball duck. He had 2 overs till the point when
the collision had happened and conceded 17
runs. Rabada was yet to bowl by the time
when the collision happened.Jansen would
then return to the field close to the 12th over
and looked to be moving freely as well.

T20 World Cup: Kuldeep Yadav
enjoying the challenge of being a
step ahead of batters

ST LUCIA. If there's one bowler whose non-
inclusion in the India playing XI in the New
York leg of the T20 World Cup was slightly
criticized in different quarters, it is Kuldeep
Yadav.The chinaman bowler has been India's
best spinner across formats in recent times,
still the Indian team management was
waiting to employ him in slightly more
favourable conditions for spinners than what
it was at New York. But as the coaches kept
explaining Kuldeep the situation, the wrist-
spinner didn't lose heart and he delivered the
moment he got his chance in West Indies.

T20 WORLD CUP: SCHEDULE | POINTS
TABLE

Performances of 2-32 against Afghanistan and
3-19 against Bangladesh have proved how
well-prepared in his mind Kuldeep was. The
bowler mentioned that he "would have loved
to bowl in New York", but he felt totally
included in everything that was going on. "I
wasn't playing, but [ was the 12th man there.
I was helping out the teammates and carrying
the drinks, so that is more like playing. I
didn't bowl there but I would have loved to
because it was more like pitches in
Australia," Kuldeep said after India's
comprehensive win against Bangladesh.

It was in the West Indies that Kuldeep made his
T20 debut back in 2017. He had a fair idea of
what to expect in the Caribbean that helped.
"I knew the condition very well --the length
to bowl and the importance of varying the
pace. It was perfect for the spinners to come
here and bowl," Kuldeep added.

The left-armer explained how he doesn't think
much about the conditions, which way the
wind is blowing and all that when he comes
into bowl. For him, it is more about the
length and outthinking the batsman. "I didn't
think about the wind, just the length
mattered. And obviously reading the batter
and what they are expecting from me. It is
about just reading one step ahead what the
batters are thinking and reacting to it,"
Kuldeep said.It was evident that he was
outsmarting the batters when he got Tanzid
Hasan with a beautiful googly as the right-
hander shaped to go to his back-foot. As for
Towhid Hridoy, the mode of dismissal was
the same, just that the ball turned in the
opposite direction after landing in the same
spot.

Wi vs SA: South Africa storm into semis,
knock West Indies out i rain-marred thriller

120 World Cup 2024, Wl vs SA:
South Africa stormed into the
semi-final after beating
Rovman Powell’s West Indies
by 3 wickets (DLS) in Antigua.
The Proteas tracked down a
revised target of 123 in a
contest that was marred by
rain.

New Delhi. South Africa have made their
way through to the semi-final of the T20
World Cup 2024. The Proteas knocked out
co-hosts West Indies after winning by 3
wickets (DLS) at the Sir Vivian Richards
Stadium in North Sound, Antigua. In a rain-
curtailed match, Aiden Markram’s men held
their nerves and chased down a revised
target of 123 with 5 balls to spare in a thriller

that went right down to the last over. It’s
also the third time that South Africa
qualified for the semis of the tournament
after 2009 and 2014.
WIvs SA, T20 World Cup Highlights
Having won their seventh win in a row,
South Africa also finished their Super 8
on top of the Group 2 table. The
Caribbean team, on the other hand, won
all their Group C matches, after which
they beat the United States by 9 wickets.
But they would be gutted after failing to
step up against the Proteas in the virtual
quarterfinal.
Tabraiz Shamsi derails West Indies
After being asked to bat first, West Indies got
off to a horrendous start as Shai Hope and
Nicholas Pooran departed early with the
score at 5 for 2 in 1.1 overs. From there on,
Kyle Mayers, who replaced Johnson
Charles, and Roston Chase restored sanity
with a partnership of 81 runs off 10.5 overs.
Mayers looked promising in his 35-run
knock before Tabraiz Shamsi accounted for
his wicket.
Chase, on the other hand, brought up his half-
century off 39 balls. But just when he

needed to step on the gas, Shamsi accounted
for his wicket. The Caribbean team found
itselfin a hole after skipper Rovman Powell
and Sherfane Rutherford faltered. Andre
Russell and Alzarri Joseph played cameos
of 15 and 11, helping West Indies post 135
for 8.Shamsi, who was brought in as a
replacement for Ottneil Baartman, was the

over, and he responded with the wicket
of Akeal Hosein.
Jansen plays a short yet priceless
cameo
South Africa did not get offa pleasant start
as Reeza Hendricks and Quinton de
Kock perished cheaply. Dee Kock
started with 3 fours, but could not carry
on. Russell made sure that West Indies
made inroads into the opposition batting
line-up. Rain threatened to play
spoilsport, but only 3 overs were
reduced from the run-chase.
Markram tried to put his head down
before Alzarri Joseph dismissed him for 18.
Heinrich Klaasen tried to play the big shots
and scored 22 off 10 balls. Yet again, Joseph
chipped in and removed the dangerman.
With 33 runs needed off 39 deliveries and
Tristan Stubbs in the middle, the Proteas
were cruising. But after Stubbs departed for
29, the Proteas looked jittery.

pick of the bowlers for the Proteas after he Byt Jansen’s vital cameo of 21 off 14 balls

finished with figures of 4-0-27-3. Marco
Jansen, Aiden Markram, Keshav Maharaj
and Kagiso Rabada got one wicket apiece.
Rabada was introduced as late as in the 18th

USA here to play: Corey Anderson claims
team can be proud of T20 World Cup run

New Delhi. Corey Anderson has claimed that

the USA have shown the world that they're
'here to play' after their exit from the T20
World Cup 2024 on Sunday, June 23. The
US side were the surprise package of the
tournament this year as they came out
looking strong from Group A, which
consisted of both India and Pakistan.They
went on to shock Pakistan and pushed India
to the limit to qualify for the Super 8s.
However, they were unable to maintain their
form and exited the competition with 3
straight losses. The last one was a humbling
at the hands of England on Sunday.
Anderson, speaking at the press conference,
said that the team was hurt by the loss but
feels that the feeling is a good sign which
shows they can do much more.

"Look, they're disappointed. They're hurt. I'm
hurt. Your pride's always on the line when
you're playing these games and you never

want to lose badly or have performances
like that. But again, it's looking at the bigger
picture of it too. If we're a team and we first
started and we're beginning to be
disappointed about how we play against
these big teams and knowing that we can do
better, that's a great sign because it means

we can give more," said
Anderson.Massive stepping
stoneAnderson feels that despite
being seen as an associate nation,
thereis alot of talentin the USA and
the T20 World Cup was a massive
stepping stone for them. The all-
rounder feels the team can be proud
of their achievements."I think the
public's perception and expectation
of us is probably very much still
that we're an Associate nation, and
yes, we are. But we've got
extremely good talent in the US,
and this was a massive stepping stone in
showing that. I think the boys can hold their
heads high and be proud of what they've
done. Because again, I think we've probably
turned the world's attention to the US for
them to say we're here to play," said
Anderson.

Hungary knock Scotland out of Euro 2024
after Barnabas Varga injury horror

New Delhi. In a dramatic turn of events,
Kevin Csoboth scored a crucial goal in the
10th minute of added time, securing a 1-0
victory for Hungary over Scotland in their
Euro 2024 match. The goal came after a
distressing incident involving Hungarian
striker Barnabas Varga, who suffered a
serious injury and had to be stretchered off
the field.The Hungarian Football
Federation provided an update shortly
after the match, stating that Varga was in a
"stable condition" and receiving treatment
atahospital in Stuttgart.

The incident evoked painful memories of
Christian Eriksen's collapse during Euro
2020, where Danish players formed a
protective circle around him after he
suffered a cardiac arrest on the pitch.

Csoboth paid tribute to his injured teammate
by holding up Varga's shirt during his goal

celebration. The late winner kept
Hungary's hopes alive in the tournament,
as they continue to fight fr a spot in the last
16 of Euro 2024.

"Of course we were fighting for him in the

remaining 15-20 minutes. We wanted to
win for him and we dedicate the win to
him," Hungary attacker Roland Sallai was
quoted as saying by Reuters.cotland's
attempt to progress beyond the group stage
in a major competition for the first time
ended in heartbreak. They were pushing
hard for a crucial goal that would have seen
them through, but were ultimately undone
by a late counter-attack.

"It was always a one-goal game," said

Scotland coach Steve Clarke. "We didn't
manage to get the goal, we opened up at the
end to try and get it."Scotland's campaign
concluded with a disappointing result,

leaving them at the bottom of Group A with
a solitary point. The Scots' quest for their
first victory in the tournament since 1996
continues.Manager Steve Clarke was
forced to make a change in his starting
lineup, with Scott McKenna stepping in
for the injured Kieran Tierney, who was
stretchered off during the 1-1 draw with
Switzerland. On the other hand, Hungary
made two alterations, with Callum Styles
and Endre Botka earning their first starts of
the tournament.Hungary entered the Euros
on the back of an impressive 14-match
unbeaten streak, which included victories
over England and Germany in the UEFA
Nations League. However, consecutive
losses had dented their confidence, and
they needed a win against Scotland to
maintain their chances of progressing to
the knockout stages.

New Delhi.

took South Africa home in 16.1 overs. The
right-handed batter smashed Obed McCoy
down the ground for a six to bring the
curtains down on the match.

AFG vs BAN: Jonathan Trott wants

Afghanistan batting to improve
before do-or-die clash

Head coach Jonathan Trott said
that Afghanistan need to improve in the
batting department ahead of their crucial
Super 8 clash against Bangladesh in the T20
World Cup 2024. The Afghans will be
brimming with confidence after beating
Australia by 21 runs, but Trott said that their
batting was not up to the mark. Rahmanullah
Gurbaz and Ibrahim Zadran put on 118 runs
for the opening wicket off 15.5 overs. But
from there on, the Afghans could only score 30
runs off 25 balls.

Pat Cummins picked up a hat-trick and did not

let Afghanistan batters unleash their power-
hitting in the death overs. Thereafter,
Gulbadin Naib and Naveen-ul-Haq picked up
4 and 3 wickets respectively, as the Afghans
bowled the Aussies out for 127 in 19.2 overs.

“I think the skill was the partnership that we had,

the platform that we had, and then that enabled
us to accelerate a little bit. I still don't think we
batted all that well towards the end of the
innings. We left a lot of runs out there, and
that's something we need to work on and get
better at,” Trott said in the pre-match press
conference.With their win against Australia,
Afghanistan are now in with a genuine chance
of advancing to the semis. Their contest
against the Tigers will be the last Super 8 clash
and Trott feels that it could be advantage for
the Afghans. Trott said that Afghanistan would
be aware of their requirements after the end of
the Super 8 match between India and
Australia.“Certainly, when you have that type
of platform, you need to be able to capitalize
with the amount of wickets in hand that we
had. So, looking forward to the Bangladesh
game, that's going to be key and how we play
that. So, that's always a nice thing, having
played at the venue and on the same pitch that
we're playing on against Bangladesh and
having a little bit of knowledge,” Trott added.s

Jessica Pegula knocks out Coco Gauff in semis,

beats Anna Kalinskaya to win Ber

Jessica Pegula defeated
Anna Kalinskaya 6-7(0)
6-4 7-6 (3) in the final to
win the Berlin Open.
Prior to that, the
American star defeated
Coco Gauff in a rain-
interrupted semi-final.

New Delhi. Jessica Pegula triumphed at the
Berlin Open on Sunday after a riveting series
of matches, featuring a rain-interrupted
semi-final against top seed Coco Gauffand a
final showdown with Anna Kalinskaya.
Pegula, a world-ranked fifth player, began
her semi-final on Saturday, leading 7-5, 6-6
(3-1) when rain suspended play. Under
cloudy skies on Sunday, she swiftly

concluded the match, clinching the final set
7-6 (2).

In the final, Pegula faced a challenging
opponent in Russia's Anna Kalinskaya.
Despite dropping the first set 6-7(0) in a
fiercely competitive exchange, Pegula

rebounded with a break in the opening game
of the second set, which she won 6-4. The
third set saw Pegula taking a 3-1 lead with an
early break, only for Kalinskaya to counter
with a break of her own, making it 4-4 after
saving four break points.

lin Open

In a dramatic turn, Kalinskaya nearly clinched

two additional breaks, but Pegula
demonstrated remarkable resilience, saving
five match points to force a tiebreaker.
Dominating the tiebreak, Pegula emerged
victorious, winning it 7-6 (3).

Jessica Pegula set for WimbledonThis victory

earned Pegula her fifth career singles title
and her first on grass, a significant
achievement just days before Wimbledon,
where she reached the quarter-finals the
previous year. The Berlin Open win not only
adds to her credentials but also boosts her
confidence as she heads into one of tennis's
most prestigious tournaments.

Pegula's performance, especially under

pressure, underscores her status as a
formidable player on the women's circuit.
With newfound momentum, she aims to
carry this form into Wimbledon, enhancing
her prospects for another deep run, if not a
title, at the All England Club.

Earlier this year, Pegula pulled out of the

French Open. Back then, she pledged to
make a strong comeback and she lived up to
his promise with a win in Berlin.
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Bigg Boss OTT 3 has been generating quite a buzz for itself. Right from the controversial contestants to the new & ‘
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Lokesh Kanagaraj’s 2023 film Leo.

ha

Krishnan

Drops A Selfie With Vijay
On His Birthday, Says ‘To
Many Milestones Ahead

South actor Vijay is celebrating his birthday today. Wishes have been pouring in from all
corners. On this day, actress Trisha Krishnan took to her social handle and shared a photo
that instantly went viral. Fans were seen quickly reacting to it. Many also dropped heart
emojis in the comment section.Taking to her Instagram handle, Trisha shared a photo in
which she is seen posing with Vijay. It is a mirror selfie and wrote, “The calm to a
storm,The storm to a calm! To many more milestones ahead.” One of the fans wrote,
“Omg cutiees.” Another wrote, “Wow.” Trisha and Vijay first starred together in the 2004
film Ghilli. They acted in Aathi, Thirupachi, and Kuruvi later on, reuniting after years for

Thalapathy Vijay’s film The Greatest Of All Time (GOAT), directed by Venkat

Prabhu, is believed to be his last g

= film before he joins full-time
: politics.
With Thalapathy Vijay
portraying dual roles, The
Greatest Of All Time
boasts an ensemble cast
including Prashanth,
Prabhu Deva, and
Meenaakshi
y Chaudhary. Filming
for this film has
progressed swiftly, spanning
locations from Chennai to Sri
Lanka, Thailand and Hyderabad,
with the current schedule in Kerala.
In Kerala, shooting started at the
Greenfield International Stadium in
Thiruvananthapuram on March 18,
marking Vijay’s return to Kerala after
14 years since his last film, Kaavalan, in
2011. Fans had expressed their
excitement by erecting billboards at the
stadium to welcome the acclaimed actor.

’—"“'-‘
—-M‘e ‘.

There is another reason why Thalapathy Vijay’s fans are eagerly looking forward to watching
GOAT. As per the reports, actress Trisha Krishnan may grace the screens with her cameo role in

this film. Trisha and Vijay’s impeccable on-screen chemistry has been loved by the viewers; thus,
news of the former’s cameo has piqued the excitement for the film. It is reported that she has already
completed shooting for her scenes, among which is a song. The convergence of Vijay’s on-screen
charisma, Venkat Prabhu’s directorial prowess, and an ensemble cast promise an enthralling
cinematic experience, eagerly anticipated by viewers. AGS Entertainment has backed The Greatest
Of All Time.Besides the films, Thalapathy Vijay has also hit the headlines for voicing opinions against

the Indian Citizenship Amendment Act 2019.

host, Anil Kapoor, the show has its fans on their toes. Bigg Boss alum Karan Kundrra has reacted to Armaan Malik ““

entering the house with his two wives.“The premiere of Bigg Boss OTT 3 is going on and Armaan Malik has
reached the show with his trio. That means Armaan Malik has reached the ‘Bigg Boss’ house with both his wives.

You are blessed,” Karan said in a video.

Karan added, “People here are not able to handle even one and you have brought two, that too to the Bigg Boss

house. Kalesh pro max hone wala hai, you wait for a few days.”
Earlier, Devoleena Bhattacharjee had expressed her dissatisfaction with Armaan’s entry into the show. “Do you

Dixit aka Vada Pav Girl, actor Ranvir Shorey, vlogger Shivani Kumari, actor Sana Makbul Khan,
social media influencer Vishal Pandey, journalist Deepak Chaurasia, actor Sai Ketan Rao, tarot card
reader Munisha Khatwani, actor and model Sana Sultaan Khan, boxer Neeraj Goyat, rapper Naved

Shaikh aka Naezy, and actor Poulomi Das.

think this is entertainment? This is
not entertainment, it’s filth. Don’t
make the mistake of taking this
lightly because it’s not just a reel,
it’s real. I mean, I can’t even
understand how anyone can
call this shamelessness
entertainment? [ feel
disgusted just hearing
about it. Gross. I mean,

in just 6/7 days love
happened, marriage
happened, and then

the same thing with

the wife’s best
friend. This is beyond

my imagination,” she
posted on X.Bigg Boss
OTT 3 contestants list

for this year includes

social media
personality Lovekesh
Kataria, Chandrika

H
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Sonakshi Sinha-Zaheer Iqhal Wedding

Bash: Riteish-Genelia Guests; Diljit
Dosanh to Also Attend?

Following speculations of Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer
Igbal’s wedding reception, Newsl18 Showsha had
exclusively reported that it would be a star-studded
affair. Celebrities like Aayush Sharma, Huma Qureshi,
Varun Sharma, Sanjay Leela Bhansali, Fardeen Khan,
Taha Shah Badussha, Aditi Rao Hydari, Sharmin
Segal Mehta and others are expected to grace their big
day at Bastian in Mumbai’s Dadar. Reportedly, a
registered marriage is taking place today with the
couple already having hosted an indoor party for
friends and family on June 20. A mehendi ceremony
took place on June 21.And now, we’ve exclusively
learned the names of more Bollywood stars who will
be a part of the party at the high-end restaurant that’s
slated to take place tonight. A reliable source tells us,
“Sonakshi shares a good camaraderie with most of her
peers in the industry. Needless to say, the reception
will see some of the most popular names including two
popular Bollywood couples — Riteish Deshmukh
(who’s Sonakshi’s co-star in the upcoming film
Kakuda), Genelia Deshmukh, Jackky Bhagnani, and
Rakul Preet Singh.”The source further adds,
“Additionally, screenwriter and author Mushtaq
Sheikh and Panchayat fame actor Asif Khan are also
confirmed guests at the party. Salman Khan who has
been Sonakshi and Zaheer’s mentor may also make it.
However, there’s no clarity on the same yet.” And now,
wait for the clincher! Another little birdie tells us that
Diljit Dosanjh who’s making heads turn globally may
also make his presence felt at Bastian.

This source says, “Diljit is currently in Mumbai. He
has been in the city since the last week for meetings
and other commitments. The singer-actor and
Sonakshi had shared screen space in the 2018 comedy
film Welcome To New York and struck a rapport. In
2017, they also collaborated on a song titled Move
Your Lakk for the film Noor. With him being in the
bay, there are strong chances that he too might make
it.”On a related note, Sonakshi and Zaheer’s union has
been making news of an alleged conflict between her
and her family. However, all of that has been put to rest
now as Shatrughan Sinha told Times Now recently,
“No one from my family said anything about a
wedding. Too much attention is being given to
something that is a private family matter. Shaadiyan
sab ke ghar hoti hain. Pre-wedding conflicts are also
common. We are all okay now. Whatever stress there
was has been sorted out.”

Ahmed Khan Reveals Sridevi
Bribed Kids At Mr India Set
To Teach Her Break Dance:

‘Offered Us Ice Cream’

Anil Kapoor and Sridevi starrer Mr India is considered
one of the cult classic films. Directed by Shekhar Kapur,
the film is still very popular among the masses. But
recently filmmaker and choreographer Ahmed Khan,
who worked as a child artist in the film, revealed that
Sridevi used to bribe kids so that they could teach her
break dance.

Talking to Siddharth Kannan, Ahmed Khan recalled the
days at Mr India’s set and said, “We were shooting the
hospital scene after the bomb blast when a character
dies, it was a serious scene. During that shoot, she took
us to one of the doctor’s rooms and offered us ice cream.
She told us, ‘I’'m not giving you this because I like you,
you have to teach me break dancing.” Then we taught
her some moves. That’s where our friendship began.”
He further added saying that Sridevi was reserve in
nature. “Sridevi was reserved, as everyone knows. As a
child actor, I observed that she would be reserved off-
camera, but once the camera started rolling, she became
Seema, her character in the film, and would snap out of
it as soon as the director said cut. It was like Michael
Jackson, who spoke softly but exploded on stage. We
would think, ‘How did she do this?’ She was mahaan
(great). Initially, she wasn’t friendly with us, but
eventually, she became very friendly,” he was quoted
saying.Mr. India was released in 1987. Sridevi’s
performance, particularly in the song “Hawa Hawai,”
became iconic.

Ahmed Khan is currently busy in the shooting of
Welcome To The Jungle. It will star Akshay Kumar
Paresh Rawal, Disha Patani, Jacqueline Fernandez,
Arshad Warsi, Suniel Shetty, Johnny Lever, Shreyas
Talpade, Tusshar Kapoor.Last year, when the makers
dropped the teaser announcement of the film, it took the
nation by storm. The actors were seen singing a peppy
revised version of the title song of Welcome, but with a
twist.
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