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Swiss-led peace talks a
flop as Russia left out

DID the Swiss-mediated Burgenstock peace
conference collapse because the organisers did
not study how delicate peace negotiations are
conducted? Did the conference fail because
Russia was not invited?In the past, the 1993 Oslo
Accords temporarily halted Israel-Palestinian
wars. Similarly, the 1998 Good Friday Agreement
brought peace between Britain and the Irish
Republican Army.The Oslo process was started in
1992-93 by Terje Larsen, a Norwegian
sociologist, and Yossi Beilin, a member of Israel’s
Labour Party government that had come to power
in 1992. This had the backing of Israeli leaders
and Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)
chief Yasser Arafat.Since the Israeli law banned
contacts with the PLO, Larsen and Beilin setup a
secret backchannel between two Israeli
professors and three PLO leaders, including
Ahmed Qurei. Their first meeting was held during
January 1993 at the residence of then Norwegian
Defence Minister Johan Jorgen Holst. The US
Department of State archive says “strict secrecy
allowed the negotiators to discuss scenarios and
potential concessions without incurring domestic
political costs.”In May 1993, Israel decided to
elevate the talks to the official level and sent then
Director General of Foreign Ministry Uri Savir. In
August that year, the Israeli and Palestinian chief
negotiators initialled the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements (DOP) in Oslo. The formal signing
ceremony was held at the White House in
September, when Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and PLO chairman Arafat ‘shook hands’.

Although permanent peace remained elusive, the
Oslo Accords were an important milestone in
West Asian peace, like the 1978 Camp David
Accords, brokered by US President Jimmy
Carter, between Egyptian President Anwar Sadat
and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin,
bringing peace between Egypt and Israel.
Together with the DOP, the agreement also
included ‘Letters of Mutual Recognition’,
through which the PLO recognised the existence
of Israel for the first time.Israel also recognised
the PLO as the legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. Besides, Israel committed
itself to withdrawing from parts of the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank and acknowledged the
Palestinian right to self-rule in those territories
under a Palestinian Authority.

Similarly, Senator George Mitchell, who was
designated as a ‘Special Envoy’ by then US
President Bill Clinton, had to toil between
September 1996 and April 1998 to bring in peace
in Northern Ireland, ending 30 years of violence.
He had to overcome hostility from the ‘unionists’,
who wanted Northern Ireland to remain with
Britain, as they felt that President Clinton had
imposed mediation efforts to their detriment.

It is said that they also opposed secret talks in a
foreign place away from Belfast, as they wanted

The exam system needs urgent course correction

The practice of appointing members to recruitment commissions based on political connections must be ended.

THE Ministry of Education has cancelled the 2024 UGC-

NET (University Grants Commission-National
Eligibility Test) in view of a paper leak. The case is now
under the purview of the CBI, which will conduct further
investigation. The ministry has also handed over the case
of alleged irregularities in the conduct of the 2024
NEET-UG (National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test-
Undergraduate) to the CBI. The NEET medical entrance
exam is also under the scrutiny of the Supreme Court. In
this year’s NEET (UG), a record-breaking 23 lakh
candidates had got themselves registered.

Meanwhile, Subodh Kumar Singh has been removed from

the post of Director General of the National Testing
Agency (NTA) amid the controversy over the NEET-UG
and UGC-NET exams. In another significant
development, the government has postponed the NEET-
PG.These cases of question paper leak are not isolated,
but rather part of a long history of incidents. The [IT-JEE
of 1997 and the All India Pre Medical Test of 2011
witnessed this menace. The phenomenon is seen in many
states, regardless of which political party is in power.
There is a high incidence of paper leak in India. As a
result, numerous examinations have to be cancelled.
According to media reports, over the past seven years,
more than 70 examination papers have been illicitly
disclosed in various states, resulting in adverse
consequences for the professional prospects of over 1.7
crore individuals. Instances of leaked exam papers and
answer keys are frequently shared on social media
platforms such as WhatsApp, X (formerly Twitter) and
Facebook.

The NTA need not be scrapped; only the examination

system needs to be revamped. Each year, over 10 lakh
candidates participate in the Civil Services
examinations, yet the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) manages to conduct a secure examination.
However, when it comes to online exams, there is a
potential risk of leak due to the use of technology. The
likelihood of the threat intensifying is certain to rise
amid the use of artificial intelligence (Al). Given these
circumstances, Al is poised to become a significant
menace. If the website of the Home Ministry can be
compromised, it is reasonable to question why these
exams cannot be similarly vulnerable to hacking. Every
exam that is scrapped not only wastes the time and
money of millions of students, but also consumes
taxpayers’ money. The NTA is exceeding its brief by
repeatedly employing a trial-and-error approach in
conducting these examinations. The agency was
established in 2017. However, even after seven years,
the scourge of paper leak persists. The NTA must take
lessons from the UPSC.

to avoid the possibility of being politically
ambushed away from their home base. Mitchell’s
tactic was his infinite patience to listen to the
opposing parties whose hostility to each other
was so intense that there “was very little
inclination to listen to the other side, let alone
compromise with them,” as he told an interviewer
later.The cardinal principle in all such
negotiations is the secrecy of proposals put across
by contending sides so that no embarrassment is
caused to either of them by sending wrong signals
to their constituents. The organisers should have
studied an old CIA document (1992), ‘Analytic
Support for Peace Talks’, released by its think
tank, Centre for the Study of Intelligence, as a
guide to sensitive peace negotiations.

True, Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis was
quoted as saying by the media at the UN that
several secret plans were being considered to
bring peace in Ukraine. He was also quoted by
TASS in January telling the Davos conference

IN her second trip to India within a fortnight,
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina held
wide-ranging talks with PM Narendra Modi,
underlining the commitment of both nations to
bolster their ties. This was the first bilateral state visit
by a foreign leader after the formation of the new
BJP-led NDA government. The agreements signed
by New Delhi and Dhaka covered a lot of ground —
maritime cooperation and blue economy, railway
connectivity, space sector, digital partnership,

healthcare and defence production.Describing India :

as Bangladesh’s major neighbour and a trusted
friend, she recalled the contribution of the
government and the people of India to her country’s
liberation in 1971. Beyond the historical legacy,
Modi and Hasina have developed a good rapport
over the past decade. This has helped bilateral
relations go from strength to strength. In November
last year, when Hasina was under pressure not only

that Russia should be invited.

THE apocalyptic nuclear weapons and a parlous global
security framework were in focus this month, with two
major reports being released on the same day (June 17)
— one by the ICAN (International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons) and the second by SIPRI (Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute). Their findings
are both distressing and bleak.The ICAN report reveals
that the nine nuclear-weapon-capable nations (the US,
UK, Russia, China, France, India, Isracl, Pakistan and
North Korea) collectively spent $91 billion last year in
modernising and increasing their respective arsenals.
Assuaging a deep-seated strategic insecurity syndrome
apropos of the adversarial ‘other’ is the common thread
for all nine nations.Predictably, the top three spenders
are the US with $51.5 billion, which is more than half of
the global nuclear weapon-related spending in 2023,
followed by China ($11.8 billion) and Russia ($8.3
billion). ICAN Director Melissa Parke noted that the
nuclear powers collectively spent $2,898 per second last
year on these weapons and that these funds exceed what
the World Food Programme estimates as necessary to
end world hunger. She added that “a million trees could
be planted for each minute of spending on nuclear
weapons”. The reference to the number of trees that
could be planted is particularly relevant in the context of
the irreversible global warming and climate change
exigency that the world responds to in an effete and
indifferent manner. India, which is reeling under a
scorching summer and a dangerously low people-tree
ratio, is among the most affected among large nations (in
terms of total area and demography). This geo-physical
trend may soon prove to be the most serious threat to
human security globally. The recent heatwave-related
deaths during the Haj pilgrimage are illustrative.

The SIPRI Yearbook 2024 is a comprehensive volume that
provides an overview of developments in international
security, weapons and technology, military expenditure,
arms production and the arms trade as well as armed
conflicts and conflict management, along with efforts to

MRS

SHAME ON
NTA ¥
UTHORITIES

FOR YET
ANOTHER

'APER LEAK!

The practice of appointing members to recruitment

commissions based on political connections must be
ended. Additionally, the examination commission
should possess its own printing press or alternatively, the
digital copy should be directly transmitted through a
code lock system — 15 minutes prior to the examination
— to the designated examination centre. The document
ought to be printed and distributed among the
candidates. By employing this approach, the cost of
question papers will undoubtedly be slightly higher
compared to press printing, but they will be secure and
impervious to leaks. It is imperative that the punishment
for the paper mafia is administered promptly within a
specified timeframe in a fast-track court, ideally within a
month of the arrests. If any coaching institute is found to
be involved, appropriate action should be taken against
the individuals responsible and the institute should be
shut down. The participation of external agencies
facilitates unethical practices. From the initial creation
of paper sets to their delivery to the examination centre, a
large number of individuals are involved in the process.
As a result, each person has a clearly defined
responsibility within the hierarchy. Question papers
undergo multiple stages involving drafting, printing and
transportation before reaching the examination centres.
It is imperative to prohibit the use of mobile phones by

Delhi-Dhaka rapport

Neighbours boost ties under Chinese, US gaze

No light at the end of the N-tunnel

ICAN and SIPRI reports paint a grim picture on the global nuclear front

control conventional, nuclear, chemical and biological
weapons. The nuclear chapter of almost 100 pages is a
valuable summary of recent developments and trends in
the nuclear domain over the last year. Authors Hans
Kristensen and Matt Korda are to be commended for
their due diligence in furrowing a tenaciously opaque
domain, where facts, information, disinformation and
political rhetoric abound.

The key findings of the SIPRI nuclear survey are that the
number and types of nuclear weapons in development
have increased, as all nine nations deepen their reliance
on nuclear deterrence to safeguard what they perceive as
their core national interest. The most recent example is
that of the Russia-Ukraine war, where Moscow has
rattled its nuclear sabre to warn the US-led NATO about
redlines, and in response, both NATO and the US have
stated that they will enhance their nuclear readiness

across the board.The SIPRI nuclear overview indicates
that in early 2024, the nuclear nine (N9) “possessed
approximately 12,121 nuclear weapons, of which 9,585
were considered to be potentially operationally
available. An estimated 3,904 of these warheads were
deployed with operational forces, including about 2,100
that were kept in a state of high operational alert— about
100 more than the previous year.”While the US and
Russia still account for 88 per cent of the total global
arsenal, an instructive statistic has been highlighted by
SIPRI in relation to China, whose nuclear arsenal “has
increased significantly from 410 warheads in January
2023 to 500 by January 2024, with expectations of
continued growth”. It adds that China is in the middle of
a significant modernisation and expansion of its nuclear
arsenal over the next decade and “some projections
suggest that China could potentially deploy at least as

DISBAND
NTA!

all persons involved. The majority of the examination
centres are privately owned institutions, and a
significant number of them do not meet the required
standards. Examinations ought to be exclusively
administered at government-approved facilities, with
papers subject to constant surveillance and monitoring
via CCTV cameras.The leak of question papers for
public examinations has a significant impact on public
trust, besides causing a substantial financial burden on
the state exchequer. The Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, also known as
the anti-paper leak law, has come into effect. But the
notification of the Central Government regarding the
Act contains a lacunae that require an urgent resolution.
The new legislation mandates a minimum prison
sentence of three years; it should be increased to a
minimum of 10 years. The severity of the punishment
should align with the seriousness of the offence. There is
no provision for conducting investigations within a
specified time-frame. In addition to imposing an
additional prison sentence for failure to pay a fine for an
offence under the Act, the provision for confiscation of
the offender’s property should also be included. The
candidate who engages in exploiting unfair methods
should be disqualified from appearing in any subsequent
examination.

from the Bangladeshi Opposition but also the US
ahead of the national elections, PM Modi joined her
in virtually inaugurating three infrastructure
projects. This had given a major fillip to Hasina’s
poll campaign.A key takeaway from last week’s
interaction was India’s decision to send a technical
team to Bangladesh for a mega project to conserve
the Teesta river. China, which spares no effort in
wooing or coercing India’s neighbours, has been
eyeing the estimated $1-billion project amid New
Delhi’s reservations. Hasina’s bonhomie with India
will be put to the test next month, when she is
expected to travel to China. India, meanwhile, is in
no mood to walk a tightrope. In a fresh assertion of its
independent foreign policy, New Delhi is engaging
closely with Dhaka even though the US has been
critical of the Hasina-led Awami League government
over alleged human rights violations and electoral
irregularities.

many intercontinental ballistic missiles as either Russia
orthe US in that period”.

While China may be pitting itself against the US, a visible
increase in the deployment of Chinese nukes (from the
current 24) would have significant implications for
South Asian strategic stability that would be of grave
import to New Delhi.During the Cold War, the nuclear
missile contest was played out between the US and its
allies (UK and France) and the then USSR from 1945 to
1991. After the ‘scare’ of the 1962 Cuban missile crisis,
both sides warily moved towards a degree of credible,
robust nuclear deterrence that was predicated on arms
control agreements and MAD (mutually assured
destruction). This geopolitical, steady-state plateau had
an ironic anomaly, wherein a deep techno-strategic
insecurity was assuaged by accepting MAD — and the
acronym captures the apocalyptic sardonicism.

ince the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the
world has been getting divided into two competing
nuclear weapon clusters: the US-led military alliance
(with the UK and France) versus the Russia-China dyad
having North Korea as a junior partner. The other three
members of N9 — India, Pakistan and Israel — have not
formally joined either cluster, though their geopolitical
orientation is self-evident.

The bleakness referred to at the outset stems from the fact
that since 2022, the world has drifted from reasonably
robust deterrence to one of fragile fecklessness. The
earlier strategic communication among the major
powers and well-entrenched arms control and restraint
agreements have steadily frayed.The US is going
through an intense domestic socio-political churn with
the possibility of a second Trump presidency. Russia
remains determined to prosecute its war in Ukraine,
come what may, while Chinese belligerence over its
territorial claims continues to be brittle.This is a bleak
augury. The ICAN and SIPRI reports illuminate this arid
landscape in an objective manner but underscore the
grimreality that there is no light at the end of this tunnel.
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Wipro identifies five
areas for revitalising co

NEW DELHI: Information technology firm Wipro has
identified five strategic areas to ‘revitalise the
company, the newly appointed CEO and MD Srinivas
Pallia said in his letter to stakeholders in the annual
report of the company.These areas include
accelerating large deal momentum by working closely
with clients and partners, focusing on Al-powered
industry specific offerings and consultation-led
business solutions as well as building talent at scale
around industry solutions with an Al-first approach.

The MD and CEO also said the company will also be
strengthening relationships with large clients and
partners, and invest early on the next set of accounts
that have the potential to grow into large accounts. The
last focus area for the company would be to drive
client centricity and delivery excellence with
execution rigor and speed.The IT giant Wipro has been
going through a rough patch with its net profit
continuously falling since FY22. The company posted
Rs 11,135.40 crore in FY24 compared to Rs 11,372
crore in the previous year.In FY22, the company had
posted a net profit of Rs 12,238 crore. The Bengaluru-
based company saw its FY24 fourth quarter profit
falling by 7.8% to Rs 2,834.6 crore. Reenue in the
quarter fell 4.2% to Rs 22,208 crore.

Pallia further said that the company is at the threshold of
a significant technological transformation, with
clients across industries eager to harness the power of
Al to reshape their businesses.He said that Wipro’s Al
strategy is unlocking significant busiess value for its
clients and for the company.He said that Wipro’s Al
strategy is unlocking significant business value for its
clients and for the company.

Current account swings to 5.7
bn surplus in Q4FY24

NEW DELHI: Driven by a sharper fall in imports and a
marginal fall in exports helped the economy narrow
trade deficit, which along with robust services exports
helped it report a current account surplus of $5.7 billion
or 0.6% of GDP in the fourth quarter of the fiscal 2024 —
frist time in 10 quarters, compared to a deficit of $1.3
billion or 0.2% in the year-ago quarter, according to the
latest RBI data.In the December 2023 quarter, the
current account deficit stood at 8.7 billion or 1% of
GDP, show the latest data. The current account logged a
surplus in the March quarter largely due to higher
services, the Reserve Bank said on Monday. The
current account surplus stood at $5.7 billion in the
fourth reporting quarter as against a deficit of $8.7
billion or 1 percent of GDP in the preceding quarter.

For the full yearm, the deficit narrowed sharply to $23.2
billion, or 0.7% of GDP, this is lowest in seven years, as
against $67 billion or 2% of GD in FY23, the central
bank said.The 0.6% surplus in the March quarter marks
a significant improvement from the year-ago period,
where the country had a current account deficit of $1.3
billion or 0.2% of GDP.During the March quarter, net
outgo on the primary income account, primarily
reflecting payments of investment income, increased to
$ 14.8 billion from $ 12.6 billion a year ago, the RBI
said. Private transfer receipts, mainly representing
remittances, amounted to $32 billion, an increase of
11.9% on-year, it added. In the financial account, net
foreign direct investment flows were $2 billion
compared to $6.4 billion a year ago, said the central
bank.Foreign portfolio investment saw a net inflow of
$11.4 billion as against a net outflow of $1.7 billion on-
year. Net inflows under external commercial
borrowings to amounted to $2.6 billion in Q4 of 2023-
24 as compared with $1.7 billion a year ago, the RBI
said.Non-resident deposits saw a higher net inflow of
$5.4 billion, which was only $3.6 billion a year
ago.Commenting on the numbers, Aditi Nayar, chief
economist at Icra Ratings, told TNIE that the current
account turned in a welcome surplus after a gap of 10
quarters, with the same size of $5.7 billion.

Carmakers offer
discount to hoost
demand

NEW DELHI: When one Sunil Kapoor had
approached a car dealer last year for a hatchback, he
received a quote of Rs 7 lakh, which exceeded his
budget by about Rs 50,000. Fast forward to last
week, he received quote for the same car but with a
steep discount of Rs 60,000. Facing a slowdown in
fresh demand after two years of blockbuster sales,
carmakers have taken the route of massive
discounts and attractive offers to lure
buyers.Passenger vehicle sales meanwhile
slumped to 3,03,358 units — down 0.96% over last
year (3,06,305 units) and down 9.48% compared to
April 2024 (3,35,123 units).Excepts of a few SUVs
which continue to command a waiting period,
every product including some best selling models,
available in the market carries some form of
reward. Add to it, many carmakers have either gone
for steep price cut or launched new variants to
attract buyers interest.

For example, Tata Motors last week said it is giving
benefits up to Rs 1 lakh (depending on model and
variant) for customers who have booked and await
delivery of Nexon SUV. Nexon comes at a starting
price of Rs 7.99 lakh and goes up to Rs 15.5 lakh for
top variant. Mahindra & Mahindra launched new
AXS5 select variant of XUV 700 model. The variant
is up to Rs 1.4 lakh more affordable than the
corresponding AXS5 variants and comes with top-
end specs like dual 10.25-inch screens, a panoramic
sunroof, and dual front airbags.

Maruti Suzuki is offering attracting cash discounts on
most hatchbacks and few SUVs, maximum of
which can be availed on low-selling Jimny. To
revive the hatchback segment, MSIL had launched
the new Dream limited editions of its three most
affordable cars, Alto K10, S-Presso and Celerio. All
three will be similarly priced at Rs 4.99 lakh (ex-
showroom).

'Lomato growing faster than Swiggy': Zomato
Shares Gum As Brokerages Remain Bullish

Zomato share price gained over 2 per
cent in early trade on Tuesday as
brokerages maintained their bullish
view on the stock after its rival
Swiggy’s performance improved in
2023, showing increased traction in
the food delivery and quick
commerce sector.Foreign
brokerage CLSA said listed
company Zomato Ltd is growing
faster than Swiggy on key
parameters, as retained its ‘Buy’
rating on the stock with a target of
Rs 248 apiece. CLSA, which has
been increasing its price targets for
Zomato since May 2023 (Rs 80
then), said Swiggy’s overall gross order
value (GOV) including food delivery and
quick-commerce grew 26 per cent YoY in
FY24, which lagged Zomato’s
corresponding growth of 36 per cent
during the same period.CLSA said
Swiggy’s overall revenue growth of 24
per cent YoY in FY24 was also lower than
Zomato’s adjusted revenue growth of
55.9 per cent YoY. Besides, while

Prosus marks 493 mn loss in
Byju’s, writes off stake

s i

Swiggy’s trading losses got reduced to
$158 million in FY24, Zomato reported a
positive Ebitda of $5 million for the same
period.

CLSA said Swiggy’s core food delivery
GOV grew double digits in FY24 but
Zomato’s growth was higher at 22 per
cent YoY. “If we assume a 10 per cent/20
per cent GOV growth for Swiggy’s food
delivery GOV, it would be 74 per cent/80

per cent of Zomato’s food delivery
GOV for FY24,” it said. Among other
parameters, Swiggy had 387,000 active
delivery partners against Zomato’s
4,18,000. Also, Swiggy Instamart had
487 active dark stores compared to 526
for Blinkit.Investment risks in Zomato
includes subdued urban consumer
sentiment hindering growth, high
competitive intensity, and regulatory
strictness. Significant consumer
adoption of the ONDC network could
have some negative impact on take
rates, which is also a key risk, it said.
CLSA values Blinkit at a 30 per cent
discount to its 67 times PE multiple
used for DMart. It believes, given
profitability for DMart is much higher
and the business model is more stable,
such a discount for Blinkit is valid.
“For our target price’s other half, we base
our DCF on 25 years of explicit forecasts
to better model the growth opportunity for
consumption in India, as we believe low
penetration levels, rising incomes and a
young population offer a long runway for

BENGALURU: Investment firm
Prosus on Monday said it has written
offits 9.6% stake in Byju’s. Inits FY24
annual report, the Naspers-owned firm
said a fair value loss of $493 million
was recognised in other
comprehensive income in the current
year.In a statement, Prosus said, “We
impaired Byju’s mark down to zero at
the end of FY24. The fair value written
down was $493 mn for FY24. We have
written down Byju’s because we have
inadequate information on Byju’s
financial health, liabilities, and future
outlook.

”The investment firm has invested over
$500 million in the edtech firm, and
this write off comes at a time when the
edtech firm has been struggling with
various challenges including the
ongoing legal troubles.Recently, in a

zero value to Prosus’ 9.6% stake in
Byju’s. It said, “We assign zero value
to Byju’s stake amid multiple legal
cases and funding crunch.” It added in
the note, “Previously, we valued
around 10% stake in Byju’s by
applying an 80% discount to the latst
publicly disclosed valuation.”The
edtech firm was once valued at $22
billion, and in November last year,
Prosus had marked down the firm’s
valuation to less than $3 billion. In
January this year, US-based asset
manager BlackRock slashed Byju’s
valuation to $1 billion as of October
2023.

Investors including Prosus and General
Atlantic, holders of over 60% of the
cap table, recently voted in favour of
change in leadership of the company
and they filed an oppression and

sales growth. We discount our cashflow
assumptions at a WACC of 14.4 per cent
and use a 4 per cent terminal growth rate
beyond our explicit forecasts,” CLSA
said.According to Emkay Global
Financial Services, Zomato’s higher
growth has been aided by the superior
performance ofits Quick Commerce.

After turning EBITDA positive in March

2023, Swiggy’s food delivery
profitability improved on account of
operating leverage with additional
revenue streams, whereas overall losses
narrowed to $261 million in 2023 from
$531 million in CY22.“Swiggy’s
performance reflects the continued
traction of Food Delivery and rise of
Quick Commerce,” said Dipeshkumar
Mehta, Senior Research Analyst at
Emkay Global Financial
Services.Zomato share price has rallied
over 10 per cent in the last one month,
while the stock has jumped more than 63
per cent year-to-date (YTD). Zomato
shares have delivered multibagger returns
ofover 172 per cent in one year.

EU Regulators Accuse
Apple Of Breaching New
Digital Competition Rules

Raveendran and management in the NEW DELHI: European Union regulators on

NCLT Bengaluru branch.

Last week, Byju’s filed a petition with
the Karnataka HC challenging the
NCLT order as it prohibits the firm
from proceeding with its second rights
issue. On June 12, the NCLT had
directed Byju’s to maintain status quo
in its shareholding.Earlier this month,
the ad hoc group of term loan lenders of
Byju’s Alpha Inc. said certain holders
of the term loans and GLAS Trust
Company LLC (as administrative
agent and collateral agent of the term
loans) had filed plea pursuant to
Chapter 11 of the US Bankruptcy Code
to initiate involuntary Chapter 11
proceedings against Epic!, Neuron
Fuel (DBA Tynker), and Tangible Play
(DBA Osmo), the three US-based
guarantors of the term loans in the US

note financial firm HSBC assigned

Sellers on
Amazon to

NEW DELHI: Suppliers, who sell their
goods and services through platforms
like Amazon, Flipkart, MakeMy Trip
and Yatra, will benefit from the cut in
TCS (tax collected at source) rate from
1% to 0.5% in terms of having more |
working capital to operate their f
businesses. However, only those
businesses which are not very
profitable or are in their initial phase
will get the advantage, say experts.

The announcement to cut TCS was made
in the 53rd GST Council meeing last
Saturday.“Purpose behind levying
TCS is to track flow of money to raise
tax base. This is levied at early-stage
transaction on sale of goods, services,
or certain high-value transactions and
can be claimed as a credit by taxpayers.
Loss-making businesses and start-ups
will get relief of having more cash in
hand,” said Asish Philip, Partner at
Lakshmikumaran & Sridharan.

mismanagement suit against Byju

Flipkart, MakeMyTrip,
henefit from lower TCS

consumption are chargeable to 5%
GST like packaged tea and coffee
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Philip advocated for more cut in TCS to
achieve objective of helping working
capital challenges. He said it could be
reduced to 0.1% or two tier approach
will help in ease of doing business.
Experts say notified services provided
by restaurants,
platforms like Ola and Uber, exempt
from TCS,
impacted.“Multiple items of mass

40

app-based cab

be

won'’t

Bankruptcy Court.

(non-instant), edible oils (vegetable,
mustard), packaged and branded
rice/wheat flour/other cereals, sugar
and jaggery, milk, cream, yoghurt,
packed paneer,
handloom products like sarees,
bedsheets, other textile, and printed
books/children’s colouring books
will feel respite,” said Rajat Mohan,
executive director-GST, MOORE
Singhi.
He said implementation of the
proposal doesn’t introduce new
complexities in reporting and
compliance for e-commerce operators
and suppliers. As per Smita Singh,
Partner, S&A Law Offices, this is a rate
cut, so compliance is not going to
change much. Karthik Mani, Partner,
Indirect Tax,
“Suppliers should ensure.

Monday levelled the first charges against giant
phone maker Apple under new digital
competition rules. The EU accuses Apple of
preventing users from switching to cheaper
alternatives outside its app store. The European
Commission,
European Union, cited the initial results of its
preliminary investigation and said that Apple’s
restrictions on developers using its mobile app
store violate the group’s Digital Markets Act.

The Digital Competition Manual (DMA), provides
for heavy financial penalties to deter major
technology companies from targeting digital
markets. It was implemented in March. Under
this, the European Commission has launched a
preliminary round of investigation against
iPhone maker Apple. A separate investigation is
already underway against Apple over whether it
is taking sufficient steps to allow users to easily
switch web browsers. The other cases under
DMA involve Google and Meta.The European
Commission said that the rules of the iPhone App
Store prevent app developers from freely
directing consumers to alternative channels for
offerings and content. Apple will now have to
respond to these findings of the European
Commission. The Commission will take a final
decision on this matter by March 2025. If found
guilty of violating competition rules,

the executive branch of the

the

American company may have to pay a fine of up

sanitary napkins,

BDO India, said,

to 10 percent of its global revenue, which will be
equivalent to billions of euros.

The Commission has maintained pressure on
Apple and has also started a new investigation
into the terms of the contract being given by it to
app developers. In this case, Apple Inc said that in
the last several months it has made many changes
to comply with the new rules in response to the
feedback received from developers and the
European Commission. The company said in a
statement, “We are confident that our plan
complies with this law and estimate that more
than 99 percent of developers will pay the same
or less fees to Apple under our new business
terms. ”As per the report of ABC News, app
makers such as Spotify had complained for years
about Apple’s requirement that subscriptions
only be bought through iOS apps. The American
company, Apple, takes a commission of up to 30
percent. These complaints resulted in European
regulators slapping Apple with a $2 billion (Rs
166 billion) fine for favouring its music
platforms over Spotify and other rivals.

Stocks To Watch: Maruti Suzuki, RBL Bank,
Indigo, IREDA, AU SFB, Shree Cemen’r And Others

Stocks to watch: Shares

of firms like Maruti

Suzuki, RBL Bank,

Indigo, IREDA, AU SFB,

Shree Cement, and

others will be in focus

on Tuesday's trade.

NEW DELHI:Domestic markets started
the week on a positive note even as global
cues were mixed. In today’s trade, shares
of Happiest Minds, IREDA, Maruti
Suzuki, RBL Bank, and Shree Cement
among others will be in focus due to
various news developments.Happiest
Minds: According to reports, IT firm
promoter and executive chairman Ashok
Soota has initiated a block deal to sell a 6
per cent stake in the company, aiming to
raise Rs 754 crore. The floor price for the

sale is set at Rs 826 per share.Indigo:
IndiGo has announced the launch of

additional daily non-stop flights between
Mumbai and Jeddah from August 15,
2024. The airline plans to double its
weekly flights to 14 on this route. AU
Small Finance Bank:The Board of AU
Small Finance Bank will convene on
June 27, 2024, to discuss raising funds
through the issuance of equity shares via
private placement, QIP, preferential
allotment, or other alternative
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modes.Muthoot Capital Services:
Muthoot Capital Services has received
board approval to register as a corporate
agent with the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI).

Borosil: Borosil has begun its Qualified
Institutions Placement (QIP) after board
approval, fixing the floor price at Rs
331.75 per share. The company aims to
raise up to Rs 250 crore through this
route.Swan Energy: Swan Energy is set
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o's Ul - <Ak
¥ lI

to acquire a 49 per cent equity stake in
Triumph Offshore Private Ltd (TOPL)
from Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative Ltd (IFFCO) for Rs 440
crore. This acquisition involves
26,21,50,000 equity shares of Rs 10
each, approved during a recent Board of
Directors meeting. Amara Raja:Amara
Raja’s subsidiary, Amara Raja Advanced
Cell Technologies Private Ltd, has
signed a technical licensing agreement
with GIB EnergyX Slovakia s.ro., a
subsidiary of Gotion High-Tech Co
Ltd.RBL Bank: RBL Bank’s board will
meet on June 27, 2024, to consider
proposals for raising funds through a QIP
and issuing debt securities in one or more
tranches on a private placement basis.

IREDA: State-owned IREDA sanctioned

Rs 37,354 crore loan and disbursed Rs
25,089 crore in FY24, the company’s
CMD PK Das said.Shree Cement: India’s
third largest cement manufacturer Shree
Cement announced achieving installed
power capacity of 1,000 MW with the
commissioning of a 19.5 MW solar
power plant at its Andhra Pradesh unit.
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NEET scam targeted 700 students, aimed
for Rs 300 crore: Paper leak mafia

New Delhi: Amid the NEET paper leak scam,
India Today's special investigation team
tracked down a key member of the network,
who explained the intricate layers of the
operation. Bijender Gupta was involved in
multiple paper leak cases in the past, and
was arrested twice but managed to evade
the police.A video of him from March
predicting that the NEET-UG paper would
be leaked has gone viral. Gupta was
involved in the 2023 Odisha Staff Selection
Commission (OSSC) exam paper leak case,
the Bihar Public Service Commission and
Madhya Pradesh Public Service
Commission paper leaks. With 24 years in
the paper leak network, Bijender Gupta
claims networking is all that matters in this
business.

He also said that the NEET-UG paper leak
targeted 700 students, and the racket aimed
for Rs 200-300 crore.In the sting by India
Today, Bijender Gupta explained how
boxes are broken during transportation and
blacklisted companies manage to get

tenders. He knows key NEET accused |
Sanjeev Mukhiya, who is on the run,
and recently arrested Vishal
Chaurasia.Gupta bluntly summed up
the operations. "Jail jayenge, phir bail,
aur phir shuru hoga khel (There's jail
followed by bail, and the game goes
on)," Bijender Gupta said in the sting.

On being asked if he got calls following

his video predicting the NEET-UG

paper would be leaked went viral,

Gupta said no one had his number."All

the noise happens when something

goes wrong. NEET paper has happened.
The investigation by the Economic
Offences Unit is in the right direction. NTA
cannot comprehend this," Bijender Gupta
said in the sting.He also explained how
boxes containing the question papers are
broken during transportation, claiming
blacklisted firms also get tenders. Gupta
said that breakage happens when logistics
companies transport the question papers to
different test centres."Multiple methods are

~E

adopted for the leaking. For example,
connecting with government strongmen
and printing press, among others," Bijender
Gupta said in the India Today sting.His
insights reveal an established network,
wherein even blacklisted companies
manipulate tender processes to continue
their operations.

Gupta was also asked how he succeeded in

leaking papers."Have you heard of India's
biggest paper leak mafia, Bedi Ram's? It
happened in Jaunpur when I was his

assistant. There was a competent
student, and we helped him get a job and
in the process went to jail," he said.Bedi
Ram is now an MLA in Uttar Pradesh's
Jaunpur.
SANJEEV MUKHIYA: THE
MASTERMIND
Even as the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) investigates the
NEET-UG paper leak, and Sanjeev
Mukhiya remains at large, Bijender
Gupta shared detailed insights into the
key accused's gang in the India Today
sting operation.Gupta said that Sanjeev
Mukhiya, who earlier served for a decade in
the paper leak, initially used to wear a
Bluetooth set on his ear and write
exams."Sanjeev Mukhiya has nearly Rs 30
crore debts, but he never moved away (from
the racket)," he added.Gupta also spoke
about how Sanjeev Mukhiya's son, Shiv,
who is already jailed for the Bihar Public
Service Commission (BPSC) teacher
recruitment exam paper leak, was involved

Delhi Man Gets 20 Years In
Jail For Sexually Assaulting
Boy

New Delhi: A Delhi Court has sentenced a man to a 20-
year jail term under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act for sexually assaulting a
boy.The court has granted a compensation of ? 20 Lakh
for the rehabilitation of the victim, who is now a
college-going boy. He was a minor of 16 years when he
was sodomized by the convict in 2021.An FIR was
lodged by the father of the victim at Rajouri Garden
police station.

Special judge (POCSO) Preeti Pareva sentenced the
convict Mahendra to a rigorous jail term of 20 years and
imposed a fine of ? 52000 under sections 6 and 12 of
POCSO and sections of IPCAdditionally, the man was
also convicted under Section 66 E (punishment for
violation of privacy) under the Information and
Technology (IT) Act.While sentencing the convicts,
the court said, "The purpose of the criminal justice
system is not only to attain catharsis by handing down
proportionate punishment to the offender but also to
rehabilitate the victim, who is scarred physically and
mentally, forever.

"If we fail to do so, we are indicating our duty towards the
victim, whose psychological well-being has been
denied and may have longer repercussions," it
added.his case was lodged on 11 February 2021 by the
father of the victim boy who alleged that his son was
sodomized by the Convict and he also took pictures of
the victim. On the basis of this complaint, a case under
sections of POCSO, IPC and IT Act was registered.

Opinion: NEET Controversy
Mirrors Himachal Pradesh's
Past Paper Leak Scandals

New Delhi: After questions being raised over various
institutions conducting examinations across the
country, selection processes are under scrutiny.
Conducting entrance or recruitment exams for a large
number of candidates using new scientific processes
in the computer age is itself challenging. Until the
allegations against NTA regarding NEET exams are
proven or deserving students get selected, not only
will there be a delay, but the mental state of children
will be so adversely impacted that it is impossible to
fathom.Whether entrance exams or recruitment
exams, if there are any allegations, there must
definitely be a thorough investigation and the
governments must fix responsibility. Otherwise, the
courage of professional paper leakers will keep rising.
It is a different matter that the Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has admitted that there
were irregularities in the NEET recruitment.
Admitting the truth was also his duty.

However, no official system has the right to play with
the lives of lakhs of children. In fact, whenever any
kind of entrance exam is conducted and the number of
candidates runs into lakhs, every agency adopts a
different method of conducting the exam. UGC has a
different pattern and NTA has a different one, while at
the state level, selection agencies conduct exams
differently. Similarly, the exam process of State
Selection Commissions or State Public Service
Commissions or UPSC s also different.

When everyone adopts new methods, flaws are natural
to occur. It is these flaws that paper leakers are
exploiting.

It has been observed that the officers responsible for
conducting the exams often portray most of the
processes as confidential. These are limited to a few
individuals, lacking transparency. This is where the
possibility of irregularity arises.

In Himachal Pradesh too, there was an MBBS exam
scam in Himachal Pradesh University in the year
2006. NEET-like processes did not exist then.
Although the paper leak was exposed in 2006, who
knows since when doctors recruited through cheating
have been practicing at big hospitals. It is an irony that
the former accused could not be caught due to lack of
evidence. It is also important to know that scams come
to light only when they are caught.

Opposition fields Congress leader K
Suresh as Lok Subhu Speuker candidate

‘

New Delhi:Accusing the ruling g
National Democratic Alliance Q
of not following the """""
convention of giving the Lok
Sabha Deputy Speaker's
position to the Opposition, the
INDIA bloc on Tuesday
fielded Congress leader K
Suresh as its candidate for the
Speaker's position against Om
Birla.Congress leader KC
Venugopal and DMK's TR
Baalu walked out of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh's office,
refusing to endorse NDA candidate
Birla without being offered the
Deputy Speaker's position. Venugopal
said the BJP refused to give a

commitment to offer the Deputy
Speaker's post to the
opposition.Union ministers Amit
Shah and JP Nadda besides Singh,
tried to persuade opposition leaders to
endorse the NDA nominee but in vain.
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Union ministers Piyush Goyal
and Lalan Singh accused the
Congress of putting up
conditions, adding the ruling
alliance was willing to discuss
their demand when the
election for Deputy Speaker
takes place.Sources said over
10 sets of nominations were
filed in support of Birla's
candidature, including from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union ministers Shah,

ngh and Nadda, and BJP allies like

a pre
Bang

initia

TDP, JD(U), JD(S) and LJP (R).Three

ts of nominations were filed in

support of Suresh, a Dalit leader and
eight-term MP.

Water Shortage May Spark Social Unrest In

T

India, De’rrlmen’rul For lts.... Moody's

New Delhi: Moody's Ratings today
said India's growing water
shortage can disrupt farm and
industry sectors and is detrimental
to the credit health of the sovereign
as rising food inflation and decline
inincome may spark social unrest.

It said decreases in water supply can
disrupt agricultural production and
industrial operations, resulting in
inflation in food prices and hence
can be detrimental to credit health
of sectors that heavily consume
water, such as coal power
generators and steel-makers.India's
fast economic growth, accompanied
by rapid industrialisation and
urbanisation, will reduce water
availability in the world's most
populous country, it said.Also, the
water stress is worsening because of an
acceleration of climate change, which
is causing increasingly intense and
frequent extreme climate events such
as droughts, heat waves and
floods.India is facing a growing water
shortage as water consumption
increases amid rapid economic growth
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and increasingly frequent natural
disasters due to climate change,
Moody's said in a report on
environmental risk facing India."This
is detrimental to the credit health of the
sovereign, as well as sectors that
heavily consume water, such as coal
power generators and steel-makers. In
the long term, investment in water
management can mitigate risks from
potential water shortages," Moody's
Ratings said in the report.The report
comes amid a growing water crisis
faced by residents in some parts of the
national capital, which has led to

lik

growth and undermine the economy's
ability to withstand shocks," Moody's
said.

Quoting Ministry of Water Resources
data, Moody's said India's average
annual water availability per capita is

2031 from an already-low 1,486 cubic
meters in 2021 A level below 1,700
cubic meters indicates water stress,
with 1,000 cubic meters being the
threshold for water scarcity, according
to the ministry.

protests and political conflict.
Delhi Water Minister Atishi, who
began her hunger strike on June 21
over the issue, was hospitalised on
Tuesday morning after her health
deteriorated.

Decreases in water supply can
disrupt agricultural production and
industrial operations, resulting in
inflation in food prices and
declines in income for affected
businesses and communities, while
sparking social unrest. This in turn
can exacerbate volatility in India's

and

India

lead

ely to drop to 1,367 cubic meters by

Indo-
promoting a similar vision for the Indo-Pacific
region."So, I don't want to speak to that specific
commitment because I haven't read the statement
or engaged with my colleagues here," Miller

in the NEET-UG scam."There's jail, then
bail, and the game goes on. How long can
one be kept behind bars?" Bijender Gupta
said.He reiterated that the EOU is going
right about their probe, saying that the
judiciary is on a different level as it operates
on evidence. "Police are also tied by the
rules of law," Gupta said.

Sanjeev Mukhiya's son had llegedly

accommodated around 25 candidates at a
boys' hostel, associated with the Learn Play
School in Patna on May 4, a day before the
NEET-UG exam.Bijender Gupta also
claimed Sanjeev Mukhiya wouldn't be
caught by the police.

HOWNEET-UGPAPER WAS LEAKED
On being asked how the NEET-UG question

paper reached 700 students, Bijender Gupta
said that it's a wide network of teams and
the leak happened during
distribution.” There were 300 kids in Delhi
and Patna and in some other places as well.
Teams were sent to 3—4 places. The paper
leak happened from there," he explained.

Support peace, stability: US
after India, Bangladesh
commit to free Indo-Pacific
New Delhi: Matthew Miller, spokesperson for the
United States Department of State, on Monday

said the US does support peace and stability in the
Indo-

Pacific region.Miller's remarks came during
ss briefing after he was asked if India and
ladesh's commitment to a free, inclusive
Pacific region mirrors the US' interest in

lly said.

But obviously, we do support peace and stability in
the Indo-Pacific region. That has been a hallmark
of our engagement in thatregion," he added.

On June 23, India and Bangladesh reiterated their

commitment to a free, open, inclusive, secure, and
rules-
pledged to co-lead the Disaster Risk Reduction

based Indo-Pacific region. The two nations

Management pillar of the Indo-Pacific

Oceans Initiative (IPOI) and cooperate to mitigate
disaster risks.A joint statement was issued
following the meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his Bangladeshi counterpart,
Sheikh Hasina, during the latter's two-day State
visit to India."Recognizing the contribution of our
partnership to peace, security and stability in the
region, we reiterate our commitment to a free,
open,
Pacific region," the joint statement released by

inclusive, secure, and rules-based Indo-

and Bangladesh read."Based on our

converging visions for the Indo-Pacific region
and recognizing the vulnerability of the region to
adverse impacts of climate change, we will co-

the 'Disaster Risk Reduction and

Management' pillar of the Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI), and cooperate to mitigate
disaster risks,
infrastructure, and contribute to the sustenance of
our shared maritime region," it added.The two
nations pledged to work together on global
platforms to promote their common interests,
particularly those of the Global South.

build disaster resilient

Ayodhya Ram Temple roof leaking after
heavy rain, no drainage of water: Priest

New Delhi:Water was leaking from the
roof of the sanctum sanctorum at the
Ram temple in Uttar Pradesh's
Ayodhya after the first heavy showers
since it was opened to the public, its
chief priest Acharya Satyendra Das
said on MondayAlleging negligence in
the construction of the temple, Das
claimed that there was also no
arrangement for the drainage of |
rainwater from the temple premises
after the showers on Saturday
midnight and urged the temple authorities
to take necessary corrective
measures.After the senior officials were
informed about the incident of water
leaking from the roof, the chairman of the
temple construction committee,
Nripendra Mishra, reached the temple and
gave instructions to repair the roof and
make them waterproof, temple trust
sources said.Speaking separately to
reporters about the progress of temple
construction, Mishra said that work on the
first floor was on and will be finished by

July this year, and expressed the hope that
the construction of the temple will be
completed by December.

Acharya Satyendra Das told reporters there
was heavy leakage from the roof of the
temple's sanctum sanctorum in the first
heavy showers that occurred at midnight
on Saturday. Rainwater was leaking from
the roof directly above the place where the
priest sits in front of Ram Lalla's idol and
where people come for VIP darshan, he
said."It is very surprising that engineers
from all over the country are building the
Ram temple. The temple was inaugurated

on January 22. But, no one knew that if
it rains, the roof would leak. It is
surprising that the roof of a world-
famous temple is leaking. Why did this
happen?"

"Such an incident is happening in the
presence of such big engiee, which is
very wrong," he said.Meanwhile, rains
on Saturday night caused severe
waterlogging on the Rampath road and
its adjoining laneshere. While sewer
water entered houses in the area, the

Rampath road and other newly

constructed roads in Ayodhya caved in at

some places.There was waterlogging
from Jalwanpura to Hanumangarhi

Bhaktipath and from Tedhi Bazaar to the

inner areas, locals said.Reacting to the

sewer water entering houses in the lanes of
Rampath during the rain, Ayodhya Mayor

Girish Pati Tripathi said, "I have started

damage control since morning. I have

deployed several teams of the
municipality to remove water from the
houses."However, attempts to seek the

response of top officials of the Public
Works Department (PWD) did not
fructify.Meanwhile, the Congress accused
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
indulging in corruption in the temple
construction and building of civic
facilities in the temple town."Be it the
coffin of the martyrs or the temple of God,
all these have become opportunities for
corruption for the BJP. Even the symbols
of faith and purity in the country are just
opportunities of loot for them," Uttar
Pradesh Congress chief Ajay Rai alleged
in a statement on Monday."It has become
clear from the statement of chief priest
Satyendra Das that water is leaking in the
sanctum sanctorum of the Ram temple
built at a cost of crores due to the first rain
and there is no proper drainage system,"
he said.Rai said, "Not only this, the mask
of the BJP, which was beating the drum of
development of Ayodhya, has come off
with the road collapsing at many places on
the Rampath built at a cost of Rs 624
crore.”
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US "shocked' by video of wounded
Palestinian tied to Israeli military
leep

World The US State Department on Monday said a video
of a wounded Palestinian man strapped on a military

jeep by Israeli forces was "shocking" and urged a switt
mvestigation to hold those responsible to account.
At a State Department news briefing, a reporter asked,
"Isn't that basically the army using Palestinians as
human shields?"State Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller responded, "I will say we saw that
video. It was shocking. The practice was absolutely
unacceptable. Humans should never be used as human
shields.""The IDF should swiftly investigate what
happened, hold people accountable," Miller said, using
an acronym for the Israel Defense Forces.
On Saturday, Israeli army forces tied a wounded
Palestinian man to the hood of a military jeep during an
arrest raid in the occupied West Bank city of Jenin, the
Israeli military said.The video circulating on social
media and verified by Reuters showed a Palestinian
resident of Jenin, Mujahed Azmi, on a military jeep that
passed between two ambulances.The Israeli military in
a statement said Israeli forces were fired at and
E{(changed fire, wounding a suspect and apprehending
im.
Soldiers then violated military protocol, the statement
said. The military said the "conduct of the forces in the
video of the incident does not conform to the values" of
the Israeli military and the incident will be investigated
and dealt with. The military said the man was
transferred to medics for treatment."l saw the statement
they made out that the actions were inconsistent with the
orders those soldiers received and that is being
investigated, and the people involved will be dealt with
accordingly. That is absolutely appropriate," Miller
said.Violence in the West Bank, already on the rise
before the Isracl-Hamas war in Gaza began in October,
has escalated since then with frequent army raids on
militant groups, rampages by Jewish settlers in
Palestinian villages and deadly Palestinian street
attacks.

Many stranded after heavy rain,
avalanches in Chile mountain towns

World Dozens of people were stranded after avalanches
blanketed mountain towns east of Chile's capital
Santiago and blocked roads, according to authorities.

Heavy rain and snowstorms from the last few days have
left large piles of snow throughout the province of
Maipo, in central Chile.Two small towns in the Cajon
del Maipo mountain range have been cut off as well as a
ski center, due to road closures caused by snow slides,
police and provincial government authorities said.

"We are doing everything possible to reach them and take
them to a safe area," said Alejandra Cortes, a federal
government delegate to Cordillera province.

She added that in the next few days, authorities will
attempt to set off a controlled avalanche to clear snow if
it does not occur naturally first. At Lagunillas Ski
Center, 33 people were trapped, including eight
children, Lieutenant Colonel Bernardo Leiva of Chile's
national police said."No people were injured (at the ski
resort), and food has been brought to them," he said.

A second avalanche blocked an access road in the
mountains, leaving nine people trapped in the town of
Banos Morales and 20 stuck in Lo Valdes, according to
Cortes' office.Both towns are awaiting snow plows to
clear roads, where 10 meters (33 feet) of snow built up
after the avalanche.

Two US judges block parts of
Biden's student loan repayment
plan for millions

UPDATED Two federal judges in Kansas and Missouri
on Monday, at the urging of several Republican-led
states, blocked President Joe Biden's administration
from further implementing a new student debt relief
plan that lowers paymentsUS District Judge Daniel
Crabtree in Wichita, Kansas, blocked, opens new tab
the US Department of Education from implementing
parts of a student loan repayment plan not already in
effect that cuts borrowers' monthly payments and
provides a faster path to have debts forgiven.He ruled
shortly before US District Judge John Ross in St Louis,
Missouri, issued a preliminary injunction, opens new
tab barring the department from granting further loan
forgiveness under the administration's Saving on a
Valuable Education (SAVE) Plan.The SAVE plan
provides more generous terms than past income-based
repayment plans, lowering monthly payments for
eligible borrowers and allowing those whose original
principal balances were $12,000 or less to have their
debt forgiven after 10 years.Missouri Attorney General
Andrew Bailey, a Republican who helped lead the
litigation, hailed Ross' decision. "Congress never gave
Biden the authority to saddle working Americans with
half-a-trillion dollars in other people's debt," he wrote
on social media platform X.The Education Department
and the White House had no immediate
comment.Biden, a Democrat, announced the SAVE
Plan in 2022, alongside a broader $430 billion program
that would have fulfilled a campaign promise by
cancelling up to $20,000 in debt for up to 43 million
Americans. It was ultimately blocked by the
conservative- majority US Supreme Court in June
2023.The SAVE Plan was slated to fully take effect on
July 1, though parts of it already been implemented,
with 414,000 borrowers by mid-May having been
granted $5.5 billion in debt relief, according to the
Education Department.The White House has said that
over 20 million borrowers could benefit from the
SAVE Plan. The administration in May said that 8
million are already enrolled, including 4.6 million
whose monthly payments have been reduced to
$0.Eleven states challenged the plan in a lawsuit in
Kansas. Crabtree had recently dismissed eight of the
states' claims, but allowed South Carolina, Texas and
Alaska to push forward. Seven other states sued in
Missouri.

list of religious precepts in classrooms

Louisiana became the only US state
requiring displays of the Ten
Commandments when Governor Jeff
Landry, a Republican, signed the law
on June 19.

Louisiana was sued on Monday (local time)
over anew law requiring the display of the
Ten Commandments in all public school
classrooms in the state.The complaint
said displaying the Ten Commandments
violates the First Amendment of the US
Constitution, and "simply cannot be
reconciled with the fundamental
religious-freedom principles that
animated the founding of our
nation".Nine families, including several
clergy, with children in public schools
filed the lawsuit in the Baton Rouge,
Louisiana federal court, seeking an
injunction against the law.Louisiana
became the only US state requiring
displays of the Ten Commandments when

Governor Jeff Landry, a
Republican, signed the law on
June 19.The law is also part of a
broader push by conservative
groups to make expressions of
faith a more prominent part in
society.Some hope that such laws,
when challenged in court, could
eventually receive a friendly
welcome at the US Supreme Court,
which has a 6-3 conservative
majority. That court in 1980
declared unconstitutional a
Kentucky law requiring the
display of the Ten Commandments
in public schools.But in 2022, the
court sided with a high school
football coach in Washington state who
said he had a constitutional right to pray
with his players at the 50-yard line after
games.Landry's office did not
immediately respond to requests for
comment.In signing the Louisiana law,
Landry said displaying the Ten
Commandments would help expand faith
in public schools."If you want to respect
the rule of law, you've got to start from the

original law-giver, which was Moses," he
said. The plaintiffs said the law violates
the First Amendment's prohibition against
state establishment of religion.They also
said the law violates the First
Amendment's free exercise clause by
pressuring parents and children to accept
the state's favoured religious message."It
is our children's right" to decide what
views to accept, plaintiff Darcy Roake, a
minister in the Unitarian Universalist

Church whose husband
is Jewish and also a
plaintiff, said on a
conference call with
reporters.In the
Christian and Jewish
faiths, God revealed the
Ten Commandments to
the Hebrew prophet
Moses.Louisiana's law
requires an easy-to-read,
poster-sized display of
the Ten Commandments
in all classrooms, from
kindergarten through
public colleges.
It also requires a statement
that the Ten Commandments had been "a
prominent part of American public
education for almost three
centuries".Such a statement could suggest
that the Ten Commandments have
historical, as well as religious, value.The
lawsuit was assigned to US District Judge
John deGravelles, who was appointed to
the bench by Democratic President
Barack Obama.

UK Opposition leader's 'many Diwalis gone' Biden condemns violence
barb over free trade deal with India

World The UK's Opposition Labour
Party leader David Lammy on
Monday criticised the ruling
Conservatives and appeared to take a
jibe at former Prime Minister Boris
Johnson for failing to close the long-
awaited Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
with India."Many Diwalis have come
and gone without a trade deal and too
many businesses have been left
waiting," Lammy, who is the Labour
Party's shadow foreign secretary, said
in his address at the India Global
Forum (IGF).His comment was in
reference to the missed Diwali 2022
deadline set by Boris Johnson for the
FTA.David Lammy also described
India as a "priority" for the Labour
Party and an economic, technological
and cultural "superpower"."With
Labour, the days of Boris Johnson
reciting that old verse from Rudyard
Kipling in Asia are over. If I recite a
poem in India, it will be
Tagore...because with a superpower
like India, the areas of cooperation and
the areas for learning are limitless," the
Labour Party leader said.David
Lammy also had a message for Indian
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and Trade Minister Piyush Goyal,
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saying that his Labour Party is "ready
to go" strike up a deal if his side wins
the July 4 general elections."Let’s
finally get our free trade deal done and
move on," Lammy said, adding he will
be in Delhi before the end of
July.David Lammy also criticised the
governing Conservatives for having
"overpromised and under delivered"
on ties with India. He also put forth his
ambitions of the FTA being a "floor not
a ceiling" of the partnership he aspires
to with his "friend" Indian External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.India and
the UK have completed 13 rounds of
FTA negotiations since talks began in
January 2022 to enhance the estimated
Great British Pound 38.1 billion a year
trading relationship. The 14th round of
discussions opened on January
10.During his speech, David Lammy

also drew parallels with the shared
democratic values in both India and the
UK as he congratulated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on his record third
term."l deeply believe that India's
democratic elections, with almost a
billion voters, are the most important
statement, the most important
validation, not only of the democratic
ideal but of democratic practice in
today’s world. This is something that
binds us together," Lammy said.

The UK Labour Party leader also flagged
climate change as one of the key areas
of collaboration, saying the UK stood
in solidarity with India through the
soaring temperatures in the country
that has led to multiple deaths."There
can be no energy transition without an
Indian energy transition. India is the
indispensable partner, not only to
Britain but the whole developed
world," he noted.Guyanese-heritage
also recalled his Indian connection,
saying his "great-grandmother was
Indian from Calcutta" who went to the
Caribbean as an "indentured labourer".
His reminiscence followed his praises
of the British Indians for their
"extraordinary contribution" and
without whom, Lammy said.

US to send $150 million in military aid to
Ukraine to combat Russia's strikes

Washington The US is expected to
announce on Tuesday that it will be
sending an additional $150 million
(approx Rs 12.52 crore) in critically
needed munitions to Ukraine, as
Russia accuses Ukraine of using US-
provided munitions to strike inside
Russia or Russian-held territory,
according to two US officials.On
Monday, Russia summoned the
American ambassador to protest what
it says was the use of US-made
advanced missiles in a Ukrainian
attack on Crimea on June 23 that
reportedly killed four people and
wounded more than 150.

Crimea, which Russia seized from
Ukraine in 2014 in a move that most of
the world rejected as unlawful, had

long been declared a fair target for
Ukraine by its Western allies.However,
the Pentagon said last week that
Ukraine’s military is also now allowed
to use longer-range missiles provided
by the US to strike targets inside
Russia if it is acting in self-defence.
Since the outset of the war, the US had
maintained a policy of not allowing
Ukraine to use the weapons it provided
to hit targets on Russian soil for fear of
further escalating the conflict.

The continued flow of US munitions,
which will be drawn from existing
stockpiles, is intended to help
Ukrainian forces repel intensified
Russian attacks.The upcoming
shipment is expected to include
munitions for the High Mobility

Artillery Rocket Systems, or
HIMARS. That system is capable of
firing longer-range missiles from the
Army Tactical Missile System, or
ATACMS, which Russia has said
would prompt retaliation and risk
escalating the conflict. One of the US
officials said they could not verify
whether this aid package included
ATACMS munitions, but said the aid
did not include cluster munitions.The
officials spoke on the condition of
anonymity to provide details that had
not yet been made public.The package
also includes anti-armour weapons,
small arms and grenades and the
highly sought-after 155 mm and 105
mm artillery rounds, among other
support.

during pro-Palestine stir

outside US synagogue:

Un-American

Los Angeles. Opponents of the Israel-Hamas war in
Gaza staged a protest that evolved into brawling
and one arrest outside a Los Angeles synagogue
over the weekend in violence condemned by
President Joe Biden and the city’s mayor, who
called for more police patrols.Fighting between

pro-Palestinian demonstrators

and

counterprotesters erupted on Sunday outside the
Adas Torah synagogue in the heavily Jewish Pico-
Robertson neighbourhood and police were called
in to break it up.“I’m appalled by the scenes
outside of Adas Torah synagogue in Los
Angeles,” Biden said in a post on social media site
X. “Intimidating Jewish congregants is dangerous,

unconscionable,

-

antisemitic and un-

American.”In a statement, Los Angeles Mayor
Karen Bass said the violence was “abhorrent” and
that blocking access to a place of worship was
unacceptable.

Bass said she asked the Los Angeles Police
Department to provide additional patrols in Pico-
Robertson and outside houses of worship
citywide.Councilwoman Katy Yaroslavsky, who
represents the area, called the violence antisemitic
and said it was particularly concerning that it
happened “in front of a synagogue in the heart of
LA’s Jewish community.”“Everyone has the right
to protest, and everyone also has the right to be
safe from fear and violence,” Yaroslavsky said ina
statement.The Israel-Hamas war erupted in
response to the October 7, 2023 assault by Hamas-
led terrorists who killed 1,200 people and took
250 people hostage in southern Israel. The war has
killed more than 37,000 Palestinians, according to
the Health Ministry in the Hamas-ruled territory.
It has sparked a humanitarian crisis and displaced
most of the territory’s 2.3 million population.

Russia blames US for Ukrainian strike on

Moscow The Kremlin on Monday squarely
blamed the United States for an attack on
Crimea with US-supplied ATACMS
missiles that killed at least four people
and injured 151, and Moscow formally
warned the US ambassador that
retaliation would follow.

The war in Ukraine has deepened a crisis in
relations between Russia and the West,
and Russian officials have said the
conflict is entering the most dangerous
escalation to date.But directly blaming
the United States for an attack on Crimea -
which Russia unilaterally annexed in
2014, although most of the world
considers it part of Ukraine - is a step
further. You should ask my colleagues in
Europe, and above all in Washington, the
press secretaries, why their governments
are killing Russian children," Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov told
reporters.At least two children were
killed in the attack on Sevastopol on
Sunday, according to Russian officials.
People were shown running from a beach
near Sevastopol and some of the injured
being carried off on sun loungers. Kyiv
did not comment on the attack but denies
targeting civilians.Russia said the United
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States had supplied the weapons, while
the US military had aimed them and
provided data.Russia's Foreign
Ministry summoned US Ambassador
Lynne Tracy and told her Washington
was "waging a hybrid war against
Russia and has actually become a party
to the conflict"."Retaliatory measures
will definitely follow," it said.Tracy
said Washington regretted any loss to
civilian life, State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller told
reporters, adding that Washington
provided weapons to Ukraine, so it could
defend its sovereign territory, including
Crimea.Pentagon spokesperson Major
Charlie Dietz said that "Ukraine makes its
own targeting decisions and conducts its
own military operations." US official
later said that Ukaine was not targeting
civilians. It seemed that the Russians
were able to intercept an ATACMS
missile that was targeting a missile
launcher, and the ATACMS exploded
with shrapnel raining down on the beach,
the American official added.President
Vladimir Putin has repeatedly warned of
the risk of a much broader war involving
the world's biggest nuclear powers,
though he has said Russia does not want a

Crimea, promises retaliation

conflict with the US-led NATO
alliance. RUSSTIAN RETALIATORY
MEASURESUS President Joe Biden has
ruled out sending US troops to fight in
Ukraine and said shortly after the 2022
full-scale Russian invasion that a direct
confrontation between NATO and Russia
would mean World War Three.Putin
presents the Ukraine war as part of a
wider struggle with the U.S., which he
says ignored Moscow's interests after the
Soviet Union's 1991 break-up, then
plotted to split Russia apart and seize its
natural resources.Leaders of the West and
Ukraine have cast the war as an imperial-
style land-grab. The West denies wanting
to destroy Russia, which in turn denies
intending to invade any NATO member

state.After the United States
allowed Ukraine to direct some US
weapons into Russia, the Kremlin
sent signals that it viewed this as a
serious escalation.Putin has
ordered drills to practise
deployment of tactical nuclear
weapons, suggested Russia could
station conventional missiles
within striking distance of the
United States and its allies, and
sealed a mutual defence pact with
North Korea.Washington still
prohibits Kyiv from striking recognised
Russian territory with ATACMS, which
have a range of up to 186 miles (300 km),
and other long-range U.S. weapons.Putin
said on Thursday that Russia might
supply weapons to North Korea in what
he suggested would be a like-for-like
response to the Western arming of
Ukraine.Asked what the Russian answer
would be to the attack in Crimea, Peskov
recalled Putin's words on June 6 about
wider placement of conventional
weapons."Of course, the involvement of
the United States in the fighting, as a
result of which peaceful Russians are
dying, cannot but have consequences,"
Peskov said.
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‘Emmy, Oscar?’ Gulbadin Naib faking
injury to waste time in AFG vs BAN
sparks debate

New Delhi. Gulbadin Naib's antics after a
'supposed' hamstring injury while fielding at
slips during a pivotal moment in the
Bangladesh clash has sparked a debate in the
commentary box with Simon Doull
slamming the Afghanistan all-rounder. The
moment happened right before another rain
break during the clash at St. Vincent on June
25, with the game on a knife-edge.
Bangladesh were 81 for 7 and 2 runs behind
on the DLS score.Afghanistan coach
Jonathan Trott had sent in a message to the
players to slow things down a bit and this
promptly caused Naib to fall to the ground by
catching his hamstring. This would even
make Rashid Khan unhappy as he kept
asking the all-rounder what had happened.
As the covers came on, Naib was seen helped
off the field. You can see the full video
below:Doull was very vocal with his
frustration at seeing the antics from Naib and
called it unacceptable."The coach sends a
message out to say Slow it down, Slow it
down and the first slip just dives on the
ground needlessly. That is unacceptable.
Gone off anyway. I get that might have gone
off anyway for the rain," said Doull.

Even Litton Das saw the funny side of it as he
was seen talking to Mohammad Nabi about
it. Once the video was played again, the
commentary box burst into laughter with
Pommie Mbengwa saying, "Oscar, Emmy?"
and Doull claiming "match fee gone."

Naib wouldn't come back on to the field when
the game restarted with Najibullah coming
on but would return to the field shortly after.
He would even come on to bowl the 15th
over.

Meme fest on as Afghanistan
knockout Australia for T20 World
Cup semi-final spot

New Delhi. Social media platforms are
getting flodded with memes after
Afghanistan clinched an emphatic and
close-call win over Bangladesh in their
crucial T20 World Cup Super 8 clash on
June 25, which saw the Rashid Khan-led
side secure their first-ever semi-final spot
in a senior men's ICC tournament.
Afghanistan's victory by 8 runs via DLS
method at the Arnos Vale Ground in
Kingstown, Saint Vincent also meant that
the side knocked out the heavyweights
Australia from the semi-final race. Having
already beaten the T20I cricket giants like
New Zealand and Australia in what has
been a dream T20 World Cup run for the
side, Rashid's Afghanistan made sure to
extend that in a certain style after this
win.Having won the toss and opting to bat
first, Afghanistan had a risky start after
managing to post a total of only 115 runs on
the board, but some brilliant bowling by the
likes of their skipper Rashid in his 4/23
spell saw the side get their most important
win of the tournament.One of the key
highlights of the game was Gulbadin Naib
controversially going down on the ground
due to a likely cramp, just a few seconds
before a rain delay. This was quickly
picked up by the netizens in their humorous
and congratulatory meme-fest, while India
fans also lauded Afghanistan for knocking
out their long-term rivals, AustraliaTaking
immense pride and confidence from this
win, Afghanistan will now gear up for their
ever-crucial semi-final against an unbeaten
South Africa in their T20 World Cup semi-
final clash on June 27 at the Brain Lara
Cricket stadium in Tarouba, Trinadad.

Rohit Sharma ne kya fainti lagayi
hai Mitchell Starc ki' - Shoaib
Akhtar lauds India captain's

knock in win over Australia

NEW DELHI. Former Pakistani fast bowler
Shoaib Akhtar has heaped praise on Rohit
Sharma's awe-inspiring batting following
India's victory over Australia in the 'Super
8s' match of the T20 World Cup 2024 on
Monday.s

In a video posted on his 'X' handle, Akhtar
highlighted the transformation in India's
mindset from disappointment to
determination after their defeat against
Australia in the ODI World Cup final last
year.The depression that India had after
losing the last World Cup final, the one they
deserved to win...that depression has now
turned into obsession that we have to beat
Australia here. Then Rohit Sharma did
what he should have done, played with
such intent. Rohit ne kya fainti lagayi hai
Mitchell Starc ki (Rohit completely
annihilated Starc). My heart wanted Rohit
Sharma to score 150 today," Akhtar
passionately said in the India's 24-run
victory was anchored by Rohit's brilliant
knock, scoring 92 runs off just 41 balls. His
aggressive approach set the tone for India's
innings, allowing them to post a formidable
total of 205 for 5s.Despite early setbacks,
including the quick dismissals of Virat
Kohli and Rishabh Pant, Sharma's stay at
the crease ensured India remained on
course for a big total.Batting second,
Australia struggled to keep up with the
required run rate, managing 181 for 7.
Travis Head's valiant effort with the bat,
scoring 76 runs, wasn't senough to
overcome India's disciplined bowling
attack led by Jasprit Bumrah.The Rohit
Sharma-led side will take on England in the
second semi-final in Guyana on Thursday.

New Delhi.

AFG vs BAN: Afghanistan storm into historic
semi-final after thriller vs Bangladesh

«Afghanistan beat Bangladesh
by 8 runs (DLS)

«Rashid Khan picked up 4
wickets

«Australia failed to qualify for
the semis

New Delhi. Afghanistan stormed into the
semi-final of the T20 World Cup 2024 after
beating Bangladesh by 8 runs (DLS) in their
Super 8 clash on Tuesday, June 25 at the
Arnos Vale Ground in Kingstown, St
Vincent. Their victory meant that Australia,
who won the tournament back in 2021, failed
to go through to the next round after back-to-
back losses at the hands of India and the
Afghans. Rain played hide and seek
throughout the second innings, but
Afghanistan held their nerves.

Afghanistan finished second in the table with 4
points and a net run rate of -0.267 thanks to
wins in 2 out of 3 games. After their 47-run
defeat to India, Rashid Khan’s men looked

down and out, but they rose like a phoenix
from the ashes. They will now face Aiden
Markram’s South Africa in the first semi-
final on June 27 at the Brian Lara Stadium in
Tarouba, Trinidad.

Rishad Hossain stars for Bangladesh

After opting to bat first, Afghanistan hardly
got off the blocks as they were restricted to
115 for 5 in 20 overs. Rahmanullah Gurbaz
and Ibrahim Zadran put on 59 runs for the
opening wicket, but could not step on the
gas. Rishad Hossain separated the duo after

getting rid of Ibrahim, who made a
ainstakin%l 29-ball 18. Gurbaz, who is
own for his big shots, scored 43 runs at an
underwhelming strike-rate of 78.18.The
Afghan middle-order batters struggled as
none of Azmatullah Omarzai, Gulbadin
Naib and Karim Janat got going. In the end, it
was an unbeaten 19-run knock off 10 balls
from skipper Rashid Khan that injected
some momentum into the Afghanistan
innings. Rashid hit 3 sixes in his cameo, 2 of
which came off Tanzim Hasan Sakib in the
20th over.Rishad was the pick of the bowlers

for Bangladesh after he finished with
figures of 4-0-26-3. The leg-spinner also
broke Shakib Al Hasan’s record for most
wickets by a Bangladeshi spinner in a
single edition of the T20 World Cup. Taskin
Ahmed, who replaced Mahedi Hasan, and
Mustafizur Rahman accounted for one
scalp apiece.Litton's knock goes in vainJust
before the start of Bangladesh's run-chase,
rain halted proceedings. After play
resumed, the Tigers showed intent,
althotijf’h they lost the early wickets of
Tanzid Hasan Tamim, Najmul Hossain
Shanto and Shakib. With their score at 31
for 3in 3.3 overs, rain arrived for the second
time, but no overs were lost.Soumya Sarkar
and Towhid Hridoy played their shots and
scored 10 and 14 runs respectively, before
they got out to Rashid. While the Tigers
kept losing wickets at regular intervals,
Litton Das held one end up, but
Bangladesh’s quest to chase the target in
12.1 overs kept becoming
tough.Mahmudullah became Rashid’s
third victim. After 12.1 overs, the Tigers
were officially knocked out. Litton fought
valiantly to stay not out on 54 runs off 49
balls with the help of 5 fours and a six.
However, his knock went in vain as
Bangladesh were bowled out for 105 in
17.5 overs while defending a revised target
of 1141in 19 overs.

120 World Cup semi-final: Afghanistan face e

Afghanistan will lock horns
with South Africa in their semi-final of the
T20 World Cup 2024 on Wednesday, June
26 (Thursday, June 27 in India). In the
other semis, Rohit Sharma’s India will be

South Africa, India up agai

up against South Africa at the Providence
Stadium in Guyana. On Tuesday, the
Afghans added a new chapter to their
history books after securing their maiden
semi-final berth in the history of the

nst England

T20 World Cup 2024: Afghanistan
will face South Africa in the semi-
final after beating Bangladesh by
8 runs (DLS) in their last Super 8
match. India, on the other hand,
will be up against Jos Buttler’s

England.

tournament. They defeated Bangladesh
by 8 runs (DLS) at the Arnos Vale Ground
in Kingstown, St Vincent in their last and
final Super § clash.

Earlier, India beat Australia by 24 runs on

Monday at the Daren Sammy National
Cricket Stadium in Gros Islet, St Lucia
and confirmed their berth in the top 4. The
Men in Blue wills also look to avenge their
10-wicket defeat to England in the semi-
final of the T20 World Cup 2024 at the
Adelaide Oval.

Anyone know what happened last time?
England pokes fun at India ahead of semi-final

New Delhi. England cricket poked fun at
India after the T20 World Cup 2024 semi-
final between both teams was confirmed
on June 24, Monday. India defeated
Australia to top Group 1 and seal their
spot in the final four at St. Lucia after
Rohit Sharma hit 92 to help India post
205 runs in their 20 overs. While Travis
Head and Mitchell Marsh gave India a
scare, they were able to bounce back in
the second half of the Australia chase.

India won the match by 24 runs in the end
to face England in the semi-final in
Guyana. The defending champions
were made to work hard to make it to the
semi-finals. Firstly, in the group stages,
they needed a favour from Australia as
they edged past Scotland to make it to the

Super 8s. After a commanding
performance against West Indies,

England lost to South Africa and needed
abig win against the USA to qualify. That
is what they got in the end, as Jos Buttler
put the USA bowlers to the sword.

England would then put out a tweet after

the match was made official, asking what

had happened the last time when both
teams met in a T20 World Cup semi-
final. What happened the last time India
faced England in T20 World Cup?

Indian fans would want to quickly forget
the last time India faced England in the
T20 World Cup. It was the 2nd semi-
final of the T20 World Cup 2022 and
India had posted a target of 169 runs for
the Jos Buttler and Co.

Hardik Pandya hit 63 and Virat Kohli got
50 but England would end up ruining
the day. Alex Hales and Jos Buttler

would take apart the Indian bowling

lineup as England won the match by 10

wickets as they put on 170 runs in just 16

OVers.

hanistan proved Brian Lara’s
semifinal prediction right

New Delhi Afghanistan skipper Rashid Khan
has revealed how the team was able to fulfill
their promise to Brian Lara after the West
Indies legend predicted that they would make
it to the semi-finals. Afghanistan made it to the
semi-finals for the first time in the World Cup
on June 25, Tuesday, as they defeated
Bangladesh in a thriller at St.
Vincent.Afghanistan had secured big wins in
the tournament against New Zealand and
Australia, and they knocked out the Aussies to
make it to the final four stage after win at St.
Vincent. Lara had predicted ahead of the
tournament that Afghanistan would be in the
final four and Rashid was happy to make the
West Indies legend proud.Rashid then went on
to talk about Lara, who was the only person
who had picked them as potential semi-
finalists. The Afghan star revealed that at a

welcome party he had a word with Lara and
told him they would prove him right."I think
the only guy who put us in the semifinal was
Brian Lara. I think we proved that right. That's
what we have discussed before the
competition in a welcome party. I told him we
won't let you down. We would make it., prove
it that you are right. So I think that that's
something everyone is so proud and are proud
of this team," said Rashid.

Belief came after New Zealand win

Rashid said that the semi-final qualification
feels like a dream for the team and the belief
came in after their win against New Zealand.

"Well, it's something like a dream for us as a
team. Being in the semi-finals, I think, it's all
about the way we have started the thing, uh,
the tournament. And, uh, the belief came while
we beat New Zealand. So it's unbelievable.

120 World Cup: Australia knocked out in Super
8 as Afghanistan into first-ever semis

«Afghanistan beat Bangladesh by

8 runs via DLS

w«Australia could only get 2 points

in the Super 8 stage

«Australia were left to rue the

mistakes they made in Super 8
stage

New Delhi. Australia has been knocked out
in the Super 8 stages of the T20 World Cup
2024 following Afghanistan's historic win
against Bangladesh at St. Vincent to qualify
for the semi-finals for the first time. Australia
had their backs against the wall after their
loss to India, as they had just 2 points in their
bag following the 3 games.India had
defeated Australia by 24 runs as Afghanistan
just needed to beat Bangladesh to secure
their qualification. Rashid Khan and Co.
would end up sealing the deal with an 8-run
win to qualify to the next phase as the Aussies
were forced to pack their bags and head

home.

What happened in the AFG vs BAN match?

Afghanistan won the toss and chose to bat first
against Bangladesh at St. Vincent. Despite
having their most successful opening pair,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz and Ibrahim Zadran,
Afghanistan struggled initially. The duo
managed to score 54 runs in the first 9 overs,
but Bangladesh tightened their grip after
Zadran's dismissalGurbaz attempted to
accelerate the innings, but regular wickets
hindered Afghanistan's progress. Rishad
Hossain was particularly effective, taking 3
wickets for 26 runs in his 4 overs.
Afghanistan's score plummeted from 84 for
2t0 93 for 5. However, a late surge by Rashid
Khan, who scored 19 runs off 10 balls with 3
sixes, helped Afghanistan reach a
competitive total. Bangladesh's chase got off
to a good start as Litton got them going but
wickets started to fall at the other end. It was
Naveen, who got a double-strike, to give
Afghanistan the upper hand at first before a
rain break happened.Litton kept on attacking
from the other end as it seemed that
Bangladesh had an outside chance of making

it to the semi-finals themselves. However,
Rashid returned and picked up 4 wickets in
his spell to break the back of the chase before
another rain break occurred.Litton looked to
take the game close but Naveen returned to
dismiss Taskin Ahmed and Mustafizur

Rahman to seal the win in the end. Where it
went wrong for Australia?Australia had
come into the Super 8s in strong form and
had won their first match of Group 1 against
Bangladesh. However, poor fielding and
some questionable tactics.
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It's Really Relaxing’: Mouli

Ganguly On Working With
har Sayed

il

Mouli Ganguly is curre¥1t1y playing the role of Ira in
Turns Up The Heat ln A Crop the Hindi serial, Janani — Al Ki Kahani. The actress

recently opened up about playing the lead role along

° ° with her husband, actor Mazhar Sayed in the show

after two decades. She calls it refreshing. The duo is

TOp, Hot Vldeo Goes Vlral playing the role of a scientist couple in the show.
Talking about her previous work, Mouli Ganguly said,

Neha Sharma surely knows how to raise temperatures! The = “In Kaahin Kissii Roz, we were not opposite each
actress, known for her impeccable fashion sense, recently made other, S0 this experience is completely new and
heads turn in her latest social media post. She looked stunning = €xciting.” The show is airing on Danga TV. Mazhar

in a classic white crop top and blue jeans combo.She and Mouli are playing a cpuple oL, Setech thgt 1=
captioned her post, “Ain’t no Monday blues here .” The expected to add new dygamlsm to their profgssmnal

actress smiled for the camera and played with her fair to BhY DErEonL LyEs.Vouli CEPTessec honhappinEssi

i

o I

Kareena Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan Wish ‘Lifetime 0f
Laughter And Joy" To Sonakshi Sinha-Zaheer Iqbal

Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer Igbal married in an intimate ceremony on June 23. The couple
has been trending since they shared the first photos. Wishes have been pouring in from all
corners. Alia Bhatt to Athiya Shetty, everyone has showered love on the newlywed. Kareena
Kapoor Khan and Saif Ali Khan also extended their wishes and shared the couple’s photo on
social media.Taking to her Instagram stories, Kareena shared the photo and wrote,
“Congratulations you two (@aslisona (@iazaheerhero. Wishing you both a lifetime of
laughter and joy.-Saif and Kareena.” Alia shared the photos on her Instagram story and
wrote, “Congratulations! Sona and Zaheer! You two look so full of love and joy!! Big, big
hug and welcome to the club.” She also tagged Sonakshi and Zaheer in the photo.Sonakshi
Sinha has made her first
appearance post-
wedding with Zaheer
Igbal, stunning in a
beautiful traditional red
silk saree. She
accessorized with a
striking beaded green
and gold necklace,
matching drop earrings,
and red bangles. Her
hair bun was adorned
with a garland of
jasmine tied around it.
Sporting winged
eyeliner and a blush
pink lip colour,
Sonakshi beamed with
joy on her special day.
She also sported sindoor and held Zaheer close. The groom complemented her look in a
white kurta and jacket. They happily posed as man and wife for the paps at the wedding
reception.

Sharing photos from their low-key wedding ceremony, the newlyweds wrote on Instagram,
“On this very day, seven years back (23.06.2017) in each others eyes, we saw love in its
purest form and decided to hold on to it. Today that love has guided us through all the
challenges and triumphs. .. leading up to this moment. .. where with the blessings of both our
families and both our gods... we are now man and wife. Here’s to love, hope and all things
beautiful with each other, from now until forever. Sonakshi ?? Zaheer 23.06.2024.”Sonakshi
and Zaheer dated for seven years before taking their relationship to the next level. While they
got hitched in an intimate ceremony, the couple hosted a grand reception for their friends
from the film industry.

N K shun away her Monday blues. Neha looked ravishing in IAINSiiand she s enjoying he fime: on els with hiee
ey her video and left her friends gasping for breath. Check Esbari; The themisey bet-W-een thie foon and off-
¢ / ML VL . SaSping screen has added authenticity to their characters,
i outthe hot video here: making the show even more appealing to the audience.
Neha Sh?lrma Working with a life partner can be a unique experience,
remains and for Mouli and Mazhar, it is nothing less than a joy.
grapevine’s “It’s really relaxing because coming together, going
darling because home together, and getting to spend time together is so
of her strong and much fun. Otherwise, we usually share each other’s set
on-point social stories. This time, it’s the same story,” she said in an
media and interview.Mouli Ganguly is known for her works in
paparazzi game. serials like Saaksshi, Aathvaan Vachhan and Laagi
Her appearances Tujhse Lagan. She was also seen in films like
outside gyms and Kissebaaz, Raincoat, 68 Pages and others.
airports with her sister The couple appeared in the dance reality show Nach
Aisha Sharma frequently Baliye 4. It showed their strong partnership and
catch the attention of the chemistry. Mazhar and Mouli got married in th.e year
A shutterbugs and needless to 2010. Mazhar plays the? role of Vlre}t Shama in thl'S
say, go viral on social show. It a}so stars Praptl Shukla, N{tm Guler{a, Sum}t
| I, within fimntes. Kaul, Priyank Tataria apd Aashika Bhatia. It is
Apart from her social media produped byMA] Produqtlons. . ..
'y par . Mouli Ganguly has previously appeared in television
P posts and sartorial anguty has p ¥ appe .
y ' 1 ‘ ibilities. the actor oft shows like Baal Shiv-Mahadev Ki Andekhi Gatha,
- / =5 LI0Acor Olten] Jamai Raja, Shakti-Astitva Ke Ehsaas Ki, Aasman Se
, makes hegdllnes for hc?r Aage and Mano Ya Naa Mano 2. She started her film
\ ) strong op1nions on the ﬁlm H}dusuy' career with the Bengali serial Baksho Rahashya. She
And in a recent interaction with News18 Showsha, Nehamakesa = ¢hot to fame with Ekta Kapoor’s serial Kaahin Kissi
bold statement on how an actor is sometimes forced to play de- = Roz. Shealso played the titular role in Saaksshi.
glam roles to be taken seriously. Known for her glamorous avatars .
on and off-screen, Neha too has sometimes been seen shunning the I h v h k R b d B
sheen and taking on parts that go against her image. “No offense to S q I S e 0 U n OX
anyone but I feel that to be taken seriously in this industry, you need : :
to de-glam yourself. If you look a certain way, they’ll call you a bad 0 ffl c e D u y 3 . RO h I T S u r(l f,
\ actor. I think it’s just a stereotype,” she statesAccording to Neha, . P .
i \ actors like her often resort to a ‘ploy’ like this so as to change the J b K h F I
) ' perception that they’ve in the industry. “And if you aren’t a very I ru a n u n S I m
good looking person, people start seeing the acting and
performance in your eyes and suddenly, the little nuances in your E (l m S c I 0 S e R S 4 c r0 re S
~S act are appreciated a lot more. This has become a ploy for all
4 . actors including me to de-glam so that we’re taken a bit more
£ 3\!3;- » seriously,” she adds.

|
}{ A < ’7&
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Ishq Vishk Rebound, directed by Nipun Avinash
Dharmadhikari and part of the Ishq Vishk franchise, is
having a slow start at the box office. According to
Sacnilk.com, the film earned Rs 1 crore net on its
opening day in India. On Sunday, i.e day 3, the movie
minted over Rs 1.40 crores. With this, the film’s total
earnings stand at Rs 3.55 Crores.According to a
report in Sacknilk, Ishq Vishk Rebound had an overall
17.69% Hindi Occupancy on Sunday, June 23, 2024.
While the morning shows had 7.66% attendance,
afternoon shows had 22.36%, evening shows had
25.40% and night shows had around 15.35%.News18
Showsha’s review of the film read, “The
disappointing camera work bogs down the film’s
viewing experience. But fortunately, the actors
manage to hold our hands until the end. Ishq Vishk
; Rebound is out and out Rohit Saraf’s film. He is the
f narrator of the film. His character, Raghav, often
| breaks the fourth wall to talk to the audience and share
his thoughts. The approach is heavily inspired from
Phoebe Waller-Bridge’s Emmy-award winning show
-4 Fleabag. In India, Kader Khan had done it in the
1980s with Ghar Ho Toh Aisa.” Hrithik Roshan’s
cousin Pashmina has made her acting debut in the
film. At the trailer launch, producer Ramesh Taurani
had revealed she had auditioned for the role and had
not revealed her background until her family name
popped up when she was signing the contract. In an
interview with Newsl8, Dharmadhikari said that
though the role was tough to cast, when he found
Pashmina, he knew she was a perfect fit.
Pashmina was my only choice to play Samiya,
nobody else came close. In that list of shortlisted
names, there was only one name when it came to
Samiya,” the filmmaker said. “I think Pashmina’s
character was the toughest to cast, she plays a
different character. Once you see the film you will
understand.

.
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