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Tibet won’t ease Modi’s

China challenge

IN March 2018, the Narendra Modi government,
then in its first term, shocked the Tibetan
community in India with an unusual directive to
senior political and official functionaries across
all ministries: stay away from events organised by
the Tibetan leadership in India to mark 60 years of
the Dalai Lama’s exile. Reason: The note, from
the then Cabinet Secretary, said it was a “sensitive
time” for India-China relations. Two months
later, Modi would travel to Wuhan in China for an
“informal dialogue” with Chinese President Xi
Jinping, thus turning the page on the Doklam
crisis.Six years on, the signalling from Delhi to
Beijing on the Tibet issue last week shows how
Prime Minister Modi, now in his third term but
politically weaker, might be preparing to
approach ties with Beijing, in tatters since the
Chinese ingress into eastern Ladakh in 2020.

The June 19 meeting at Dharamsala between the
Dalai Lama and a bipartisan Congressional
delegation from the US was not the first time a
high-level US team visited the Tibetan leader at
his Himachal abode. The Special Coordinator for
Tibetan Affairs in nearly every US administration
since 2000 has made the trip, with Delhi
facilitating the visit each time.

But while the earlier visits were low-key and barely
noticed, the composition of the latest all-political
delegation, including former Speaker of the US
House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi and the
chairman of the House Committee of Foreign
Affairs, Michael McCaul, ensured a high-decibel
event.The timing, within days of PM Modi being
sworn in, could not have been a coincidence. In
the US, barely a week earlier, on June 12, a
bipartisan legislation which aims “to promote a
resolution of the China-Tibet conflict” was
passed by the House of Representatives,
completing its journey through Congress. Ever
since the Resolve Tibet Act was introduced in
2022, China has come down heavily on it as a
threat to its sovereignty. The legislation, now
awaiting presidential assent, was the centrepiece
of the delegation’s meeting with the Dalai Lama.

China’s predictable criticism of the US team’s visit
carefully avoided any mention of Delhi. Still,
Prime Minister Modi's interaction with them after
their return from Dharamsala is being seen as both
defiance of and a message to Beijing. From
official statements and reports, both sides
discussed India-US relations, and if there was any
discussion on China, it was not publicly stated.
Group photos of the event showed Modi flanked
by Pelosi and, from Delhi’s point of view for its
relations with the US, the far more powerful and
consequential McCaul.The Ministry of External
Affairs’ statement on this event of India’s “clear
and consistent” policy that the Dalai Lama is a
“revered religious leader” who is “accorded due
courtesies and freedom to conduct his religious
and spiritual activities” was a reiteration of a
long-held policy.Delhi does not describe the
Dalai Lama as a political leader of the Tibetan
people, always referring to him as His Holiness,
nor the Tibetan political set-up as a ‘government-
in-exile’, preferring instead the appellation
Central Tibetan Administration (CTA), with
which it liaises for coordinating routine matters
relating to the Tibetan community in India.
Though Tibet is an issue in India-China relations,
Beijing has grudgingly accepted this
arrangement, particularly after India’s 2003
reaffirmation that the Tibet Autonomous Region
is a part of China during then Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s China visit.So, nothing has
actually changed. Yet something has, and experts
will say therein lies the difference between policy
and messaging, the latter providing opportunities
for flexibility. From 2003, when the Vajpayee
visit joint statement declared that India “does not
allow Tibetans to engage in anti-China political
activities” on its soil, to facilitating a high-profile
US delegation’s visit to Dharamsala that poked
Beijing in the eye, Delhi has altered the message

A Ukrainian attack on Crimea with US-supplied °

Standardised tests and the pathology of the education industry

Alternatives to exams like NEET and NET can evolve only if we are honest and bold enough to realise that what prevails is wrong, academically as well as ethically.

ENOUGH has already been said and written about the pagia.

scams related to standardised tests like NEET (National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test) and NET (National
Eligibility Test) that shape the life trajectory of the

young. The anguish of students and their parents and the

political protest against the functioning of the National
Testing Agency (NTA) indicate the way these tests have
occupied central space in the educational landscape of

the country. Yet, amid the uproar, what seems to be

missing is the courage to question the very rationale of
such tests and reflect on the damage that the
simultaneous growth of the coaching industry has
caused to the mental/aesthetic/cultural development of

the young mind. Never forget that this gigantic money- #

making enterprise continues to tempt the anxiety-ridden
parents through its promise of transforming their
children into one-dimensional ‘exam warriors’ gifted
with the appropriate ‘strategy’ needed for ‘cracking’
these tests and eventually achieving what this
neurotically competitive society regards as ‘success’ —
adoctor/engineer with a lucrative ‘package’.

Itis high time we accepted the fact that the multiple-choice
question (MCQ)-centric standardised tests cannot
evaluate a student’s academic depth, critical thinking
and creative imagination. Any sensible academic who
has engaged with teaching and research would agree that
there need not necessarily be any correlation between
one’s academic interest and one’s ability to identify the
‘correct answer’ from a set of four/five options and tick it
quickly on the OMR sheet. While academic knowledge
or creatively nuanced critical thinking requires the time
to reflect and go deeper into an issue or entertain
ambiguities and pose new questions, MCQ-centric
standardised tests demand rote learning or
internalisation of some sort of strategy to instantly
identify the ‘correct answer’ without much thought. In
fact, it needs endless drilling or a highly mechanised
routine of solving an endless series of MCQs through all
sorts of mock tests. While academic knowledge or
creative thinking demands the company of great
teachers and pedagogues, standardised tests require
coaching strategists. Think of, for instance, an exam like
NEET. Can it really evaluate whether a young aspirant
has the aptitude or inclination to pursue a career in
medical sciences and become a doctor? Possibly, a
doctor needs the following faculties: the intense power
of observation, the delicate art of relating to the patient
— not just his/her bodily symptoms, but psychic and
existential states of being — and above all, the patience
to explore new frontiers of knowledge in medical
sciences. But then, a standardised test like NEET — a set
of 180 questions in physics, chemistry and biology to be

missiles has triggered a sharp response from
Russia. Calling the strike ‘absolutely barbaric’, 3
Moscow has blamed it on the US and warned that
retaliation would follow. The Russian foreign
ministry has claimed that the missiles were
programmed by American specialists on the
basis of intelligence data from US satellites and a
nearby US reconnaissance drone. Four persons,
including two children, were killed and over 150 §§
were injured in the attack on the Crimean city of
Sevastopol, where locals were enjoying a
holiday.The incident has triggered a fresh
escalation of hostilities in the Russia-Ukraine &
war, which has entered its 29th month. The [
civilian casualties have put Ukraine and the US
on a sticky wicket, even as the Russian President
has been accusing Washington of using Kyiv to
undermine Moscow’s security and sovereignty. The

this way and that.

THE other day, I went to a bookstore to see if there were
fresh arrivals. I picked up a few books and was about to
leave when a young lady said she wished to have a word
with me. I knew her and her family in Delhi very well.
She was quite agitated and straightaway asked me what
the election of Amritpal Singh and Sarabjeet Singh
Khalsa to the Lok Sabha signified for the future of
Punjab. I tried to allay her fears, but did not succeed
fully. The confrontation in the placid confines of the
bookshop shook me up and I tried to push back the
thought process just initiated. I came home and received
a call from an older cousin, who had retired from the
Army at a senior position and was now settled in Punjab.
He enquired what was happening in Punjab. [ again tried
to smooth-talk him out of his anxiety and suggested that
he and his wife go for a short holiday. In the course of the
next few days, I received a number of calls from
relatives, friends and acquaintances from Punjab, asking
the same question, half-seriously, halfin jest. There were
ripples of anxiety below the surface in Punjab which had
seen a tsunami of violence for a decade. Was the past
going to become the present and future?

That saga of violence had taken years to build and I for one
had seen it unfold from the beginning to the end. It had
taken years to grow into the spectre it finally became,
and contrary to popular perception, the dramatis
personae in that evil drama were well-known. The
political and social forces moving the pieces on the
chessboard were well-known, but like the chorus in a
Greek tragedy, we could foresee the future but not
intervene, and the tragedy would wind its way to its gory
end. That was not too long ago and people have a short
memory... are we on course for a ‘Second Coming’? |
would not like to say so, but then why is the government
quiet? Why are political parties quiet? Why is the media
quiet and why is civil society quiet? Where did these two
men come from and how did they get to be elected
members of Parliament? It is high time to ask these
questions and it is high time for the government and

=

answered in 200 minutes — has nothing to do with the
qualities that a potential doctor needs. In a way, itis like a
lottery — a device to eliminate lakhs of young aspirants
instantly rather than a serious attempt to choose those
who are really inclined to the call of the medical
vocation.Likewise, an exam like NET is utterly shallow
and by no means capable of evaluating one’s research
interests in foundational knowledge systems like natural
sciences and humanities or teaching abilities/pedagogic
visions. To take a simple illustration, if because of the
very nature of MCQs, you are required to memorise a
specific definition, the date of a particular historical
event, or, for that matter, the year of publication of
sociologist Max Weber’s book The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism, it does by no means indicate that
you have engaged with serious social science texts,
understood the nuanced philosophic debates or acquired
the ability to bring new research findings in your
teaching practices. The irony is that a ‘machine’ like the
NTA has no creative surplus; it can only manufacture all
sorts of ‘fact-centric/objective questions’ with one and
only one ‘correct answer’ in order to device the quick
process of elimination.

Moreover, with the normalisation and sanctification of
such standardised tests, we are creating a restless,
anxiety-ridden and unhappy generation. For them, there
is no joy in learning and no creative experimentation.
Instead, as a significant part of their formative years is

Attack on Crimea

US role under scrutiny as hostilities worsen

spectre of a direct confrontation between Russia and
the US-led NATO alliance is looming large, a
worrisome throwback to the 1962 Cuban Missile

Punjab needs a vision for all-round development
ICAN and SIPRI reports paint a grim picture on the global nuclear front

political parties to give answers. Political parties today
seem to have only one goal — to fight and win elections
to Parliament, Assemblies, municipal corporations and
panchayats. They only wish to have power at all levels,
with no accountability. The government should by now
know that people are worried; they should go into the
root cause of what has happened to Punjab to explain
these election results and even the slap in the face of
Kangana Ranaut.Governments have come and gone in
the past over two decades, but not one of them has
gone into the causes of what happened in the 1980s
and 1990s, and no lessons have been drawn. No
government has come up with a comprehensive
plan for the education of the youth, their
employment, development of infrastructure and
industry. This is not to say that no development has
taken place in Punjab. The Green Revolution and its
aftermath produced the glory days of Punjab and
made India self-sufficient in foodgrains. An IIT, an
IIM, premier medical institutes and road
infrastructure have come up, but it’s a case of too
little with much of the hinterland remaining trapped
in an outdated agricultural economy and
diminishing landholdings, leading to a severe cycle
of debt and farmers’ suicide. Other sources of
employment, such as the armed forces, have
shrunk, leading to mass migration to foreign
countries. This has led to simmering resentment
among the young and the old which can be
exploited by extremist elements. The tendency of
politicians to offer false promises, freebies and false
data is counterproductive — whom are you trying
to fool? Drug proliferation is the order of the day
throughout the country, and the countrywide
response has been to carry out raids and catch the small
fry. No major druglord has been arrested nor any
financier.Mainstream political parties continue to cede
space to the extreme right. In the recent Lok Sabha
elections, the vote share of the SAD (Shiromani Akali

Dal) was 13.4 per cent. The BJP did not fare much better
with an 18.5 per cent vote share. The SAD has dropped
even below the 18.3 per cent it got in the 2022 Assembly
elections. I mention the SAD as it was the party that
launched the Punjabi Suba Morcha and is the second
oldest political party in India after the Congress. The late
Parkash Singh Badal was a five-time CM, a towering
personality who was jailed multiple times for his stand
on political issues ranging from the Emergency to the

SYL canal. However, during the militancy-dominated
era of the 1980s and 1990s, he and his party, along with
other mainstream parties, chose to remain mute
spectators, thereby leaving the field open for the
extremists. Furthermore, under pressure from the diktat
given by the militants, his party had boycotted the state

spent in shopping around coaching centres and learning
the war strategy for cracking these tests, everything loses
its academic/philosophic depth. Physics is what the Kota
factory regards as ‘worth learning’; or, for that matter,
history is what the fancy IAS coaching centre regards as
valuable. It is doubtful whether this sort of orientation to
education can really produce good doctors, brilliant
engineers or great teachers/researchers. Yes, these tests
manufacture tales of failure. But then, the ‘success
stories’ are by no means promising. In a way, corruption
and malpractices are deeply ingrained in the coaching
industry, which is worth Rs 1 lakh crore.

Quite often, a question is asked: Is there any alternative,
particularly when lakhs of students want to become
doctors/engineers/IAS officers/university teachers? Or,
is there any other way of eliminating people?
Alternatives to exams like NEET and NET can evolve
only if we are honest and bold enough to realise that what
prevails is wrong, academically as well as ethically.
Only then can we acquire the courage to question the
idea of ‘one nation, one exam’ and think of a largely
decentralised process of selection or giving relative
autonomy to colleges/universities/academic institutions
to evolve their own ways of designing
thoughtful/imaginative/research-oriented exams or
entrance tests. And this alone can make coaching centres
irrelevant and bring some sanity to the culture of
learning.

Crisis. This is bad news not only for eastern Europe
but for the entire world in both geopolitical and
economic terms, considering the adverse impact of
supply chain disruptions over the past two years.
One grave provocation after another will only
make the war drag on, with no end in sight.

A way out has to be found to bring both warring sides
to the negotiating table. Unfortunately, the recent
peace conference on Ukraine, held in Burgenstock,
Switzerland, turned to be an exercise in futility.
Some of the attendees, including India, did not sign
the joint communique. Swiss Foreign Minister
Ignazio Cassis candidly admitted that most of the
decisions taken at the conference could not be
implemented without Russian participation. As
suggested by New Delhi, there is a need for a
‘sincere and practical engagement’ between

Moscow and Kyiv for a peaceful resolution to the

protracted conflict.

elections in 1992.The state Congress and its leadership
were absent from the biggest farm protests in recent
memory, launched by Punjabi farmers against the
policies being framed in Delhi. Through its absence
during this agitation in an agrarian state like Punjab, the
party committed hara-kiri. This was later validated in the
resounding defeat of the Congress in the Assembly
elections (subsequently, most of the state leaders
migrated to the BJP). Punjabis rejected the established
political parties and families and gave a chance to
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). The AAP has
obviously not made an impact, as can be seen in
the paltry number of seats (three out of 13) won in
the Lok Sabha elections and the drop in its vote
share from 42 per cent (2022 polls) to 26 per cent.
The point is that the mainstream parties are losing
their votes to the likes of Amritpal, thereby
making the political debate shrill and extreme.
It’s harking back to the time when the mainstream
parties had to boycott the elections and adhere to
extremist diktats. This does not bode well for the
state and its people.With the extreme right
blowing on the old embers, the security and peace
of Punjab and India will be threatened.
Conspiracy theories will abound and the peace
which has taken decades to establish will
flounder, unless the rot is checked. The ‘rot’ stems
from the fact that the real issues —
unemployment, education, health, security — are
avoided. Punjab has long lost its lead position on
the development index and now languishes in the
bottom half of Indian states on almost all
parameters of growth and development.
Politicians can play with fire, but at what cost? It
is time that the mainstream ups its game and regains lost
ground by mobilising people. You can mobilise people if
you have a vision for the state as a whole, a vision that
encompasses planned development on all fronts for all
its citizens.
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Explained: Why Vedanta
shares slipped over 6% in
early trade

NEW DELHI Shares of Vedanta dipped 6.5% to Rs
424.50 on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) in
Wednesday’s intra-day trade after over 2% equity of
the company changed hands via block deals.Vedanta
Resources announced it will sell a 2.6% stake in the
Indian metals-to-oil firm to a group of institutional
investors.

This development contrasts with a statement made just a
week ago by Vedanta Chairman Anil Agarwal, who
asserted there were no plans for a stake sale by the
company's controlling shareholders.The stake will be
sold through Vedanta Resources' unit Finsider
International, which held a 2.63% stake in the
Mumbai-listed Vedanta as of March-end, according to
exchange data.The firm did not disclose the financial
details of the deal or the names of the investors
involved.Vedanta Resources, with a debt of $6 billion
as of March 31, has faced multiple rating downgrades
due to liquidity issues and high default risk.

The company aims to reduce its debt by $650 million in
fiscal 2025 through the stake sale.Ataround 11:11 am,
shares of Vedanta recovered slightly but were still
down 2.84% at Rs 441.20 on the BSE.

‘Cannot afford to make any
mistake’: RBI Governor’s
warning on inflation

NEW DELHI At a time when India’s inflation has been
on a downward trajectory, Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das has issued a fresh warning.

While addressing an event on Tuesday, Das highlighted
the challenges and potential consequences of any
missteps in managing inflation.It may be noted that
India's annual retail inflation slightly eased to 4.75% in
May, down from 4.83% in April, yet still above the
central bank's medium-term goal."When dealing with
the challenge of inflation, a single wrong move can
distract you, throw you off track and coming back on
track would be far more costly and will much more
time," Das said.""We cannot afford to make any mistake,
cannot afford any policy error," he added.The RBI
Governor went on to say that “there cannot be any
wavering or distractions at this stage”.“Any
distractions will severely compromise growth,” he
said.Despite the recent moderation in inflation, Das
warned that severe weather-related shocks could push
inflation back above 5%.With growth remaining
robust, the RBI is determined to steer inflation firmly
towards the target.Shaktikanta Das expressed
confidence in India's growth trajectory, predicting a
7.2% growth rate for the current fiscal year ending in
March.

Budget 2024: Will new
income tax regime get
standard deduction boost?

NEW DELHI Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
is all set to present the full budget for the ongoing
financial year in July and expectations are already on
therise.

Experts have called for a host of tax relief measures, one
of which is the possibility of a reduction in standard
deduction limit for taxpayers under the new tax
regime.Currently, a standard deduction of Rs 50,000
is applicable under both the old and new income tax
regime.Since the government is looking at measures
to boost consumption, several experts believe that
there are chances that this limit could get a slight
increase.

Check Budget 2024 coverage

However, this increase may only be applicable under
the new tax regime as the government wants more
people to ditch the old regime.The government could
also opt to boost the exemption limit under the new
tax regime instead of tinkering with the standard
deduction limit. Both measures will be hugely
beneficial for the middle class.

Whatis standard deduction?

The standard deduction is a fixed amount that employed
individuals can subtract from their taxable salary
income without needing to provide evidence of actual
expenses.This deduction aims to create fairness
between individuals who earn income from a salary
and those who earn income from a business. It is
applicable in both the old and new income tax
systems.

How will higher standard deduction help taxpayers?

Since most deductions and exemptions are not allowed
under the new tax regime, increasing the standard
deduction is crucial.

his change will encourage more people to opt for the
new regime, as the standard deduction is likely the
only deduction most people can claim under the new
system.As the cost of living rises due to inflation,
raising the standard deduction can help protect the
purchasing power of individuals, particularly those
with fixed incomes like pensions.A higher standard
deduction makes the tax system fairer by providing
more tax relief, especially for lower and middle-
income groups.It can also increase consumer
spending by lowering the amount of taxed income,
thereby boosting economic growth.
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Budget 2024: Here are 4 k_y xpectatins fro lVl Nimala Sitharaman

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
likely to present the
budget in mid-July.
Here are some key
expectations from the
upcoming budget.

NEW DELHI: With the 2024 Budget fast
approaching, there are many expectations
from Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's government, which recently
returned to power with the support of
allies after a surprising election outcome,
is likely to present the budget in mid-
July.This will be the BJP-led NDA
government’s first major policy
announcement after securing a historic
third term and it is anticipated to outline
potential changes to India’s economic
priorities for the next five years under the

DEE Piping Systems lists at 67% premium; Book profit or

DEE Piping Systems listing:
The shares opened at Rs
339 on the NSE, marking a
67%% premium over its
issue price of Rs 203. On
the BSE, the shares opened
at Rs 325.

NEW DELHI. DEE Development
Engineers made a bumper debut on the
stock exchanges on Wednesday, listing
at a premium of 67% over its issue
price.The shares began trading at Rs
339 on the NSE, a 67% increase from
the issue price of Rs 203. On the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE), the
shares opened at Rs 325, a 60%
premium over the issue price.

"DEE Development Engineers
witnessed a remarkable stock market

Probe against Byju's finds no evidence of financial fraud: Report

NEW DELHI aAn investigation
conducted by the government has
cleared Byju’s of financial fraud, but
found lapses in corporate governance
at the embattled online education
company, reported Bloomberg
News.The yearlong probe, carried out
by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs,
has revealed no evidence of fund
siphoning or financial account
manipulation, according to sources
familiar with the matter.

However, the investigation did uncover
governance deficiencies that have
exacerbated Byju's financial troubles,
these sources added while speaking to
the publication.This outcome offers
relief to Byju Raveendran, the
company's founder, who has faced
allegations of mismanagement from
discontented investors.Last year, three
major shareholders—Prosus Ventures,
Peak XV Partners (formerly Sequoia
Capital India), and another unnamed
investor—resigned from the board
over disagreements with Raveendran

coalition government.Key industry
bodies and economic experts have put
forth several crucial demands that they
hope will be addressed in the budget to
spur growth, improve livelihoods, and

simplify the tax structure.

Here are four key expectations from the

upcoming budget:
Boosting consumption

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
has suggested tax cuts for India's lower
income brackets to increase disposable

debut, exceeding pre-listing
expectations. The company is listed
atRs. 339 per share, a staggering 67%
premium over its issue price of Rs.
203," said Shivani Nyati, Head of
Wealth, Swastika Investmart

Ltd.Shares of DEE Piping Systems
surpassed grey market predictions,
where they had been trading at a 45%
premium on Tuesday."This impressive
performance surpasses the anticipated
strong listing, fuelled by the
overwhelming investor response
during the IPO," said Nyati.

Should you hold or book profit?
Nyathi further said that DEE's

exceptional listing performance
signifies strong investor confidence in

concerning business processes and
internal controls.The report's
conclusions suggest that, for now, the
company may avoid further scrutiny
from authorities on previously
examined issues.It may be noted that

[B)BYJU'S

neither the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs nor representatives from
Byju’s, Peak XV, and Prosus have
issued any comments on the fresh
development.The report does not
specify whether Raveendran is
responsible for the governance issues
or if he remains suitable to lead the
company. Investors have called for his

Telcos place bids of Rs 11,

MHz spectrum on the
first day out of 10,523
MHz spectrum
available. The auction
will resume on
Wednesday.

NEW DELHI: On the first day of the
spectrum auction, which saw five rounds
of bidding, telecom service providers
placed bids worth about Rs 11,000 crore.
The government has put over 10,500
Mhz spectrum, including airwaves for
5G services, valued at Rs 96,238 crore on
the block.According to the Day 1
spectrum auction report issued by the
Department of Telecom, biddings took
place mainly in the 900 and 1800 Mhz
bands. The Department sold 94.4

MHz spectrum on the first day out of
10,523 MHz spectrum available. The
auction will resume on Wednesday.

An analysis done by telecom expert Parag

Kar showed that on first day, telcos

band for Rs 4,465 crore, 48.4 MHz
spectrum in the 1800 MHz band for Rs
6,306.2 crore and 5 MHz in the 2100

“n
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income and spur consumption.Although
the Indian economy grew at an
impressive 8.2% in 2023-24,
consumption only grew at half that
rate.CII also recommended higher wages
under the rural job guarantee scheme and
increased cash handouts to farmers to
support rural spending.

Lifting farm export restrictions

Agricultural economist Ashok Gulati and
various farm bodies have urged the
government to lift restrictions on
exporting farm products like rice, wheat,

the company's future prospects.
"However, it's crucial to maintain a
balanced perspective now. Though we
have a long-term view for this
company, a stop-loss level of 300 could
be maintained," she added.

DEE Piping Systems IPO was
subscribed 103.03 times. The public
issue was subscribed 23.66 times by
retail investors, 206.54 times by
Qualified Institutional Buyers
(QIB), and 149.38 times by Non-
Institutional Investors(NII) by June
21, 2024.The IPO offered
14,379,814 shares up for grabs but
saw bidding for 1,48,14,80,542
shares. The price band for the IPO

was set at Rs 193 to Rs 203 per share
and opened for bidding on June 19,
2024.(Disclaimer: The views,
opinions, recommendations, and
suggestions expressed by
experts/brokerages in this article are
their own and do not reflect the views
of the India Today Group. It is
advisable to consult a qualified broker
or financial advisor before making any
actual investment or trading choices.)s

up

sugar, and onions.These restrictions,
imposed to control consumer prices,
have impacted rural incomes. More
than 45% of India's population relies on
agriculture, and easing these
restrictions could boost farmers'
earnings.

Job creation initiatives

The CII has proposed an incentive payout
scheme for private firms that generate
jobs in labor-intensive sectors such as
textiles and tourism.Addressing
unemployment is crucial, as a post-
election survey indicated it was a
primary concern for voters.In addition,
labour unions have called for the
government to fill job vacancies and
restore pension benefits from a
previously scrapped scheme.

All eyes on Tax reforms

Industry bodies have recommended
simplifying India's complex tax regimes.

The Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) has
suggested streamlining the capital gains
tax regime into two or three broad
categories.FICCI also advocated for
reforms in the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) system, proposing fewer tax slabs
and the inclusion of currently excluded
sectors.

Gender minorities, marginalised
groups to comprise 25 per cent of

Tata Steel worlforce: Official

JAMSHEDPUR. Tata Steel aims at having a
minimum of 25 per cent of its workforce made

of diverse groups, including gender

minorities, marginalised communities, persons
with disabilities and LGBTQIA+ individuals,
within the next few years, a company official
said.Itis one of the first companies in the country
to roll out a special recruitment drive for
transgender talent, having recruited over 100
members from the community for various roles
across different locations, the official claimed.

"Continuing this drive, we aim to have 25 per cent
of our workforce from diverse groups in the next
couple of years," the official said.

A total of 113 transgender individuals have been
onboarded and posted at various locations,
including manufacturing, operations and
maintenance, mining, and services.

These employees are stationed in Noamundi, West
Bokaro, Kolkata, Kharagpur, Kalinganagar, and
Jamshedpur.Some of these employees work all
three shifts and operate Heavy Earth Moving
Machinery (HEMM) at the Noamundi iron ore
mine in Jharkhand's West Singhbhum and West
Bokaro coal mine in Ramgarh district.

"Tata Steel appreciates the potential of diversity,

removal, citing lapses in management
and compliance.The startup’s rapid
growth has led to a cash crunch and a
sharp decline in its valuation, alongside
ongoing legal battles in India and the
US.cInvestigators identified poor
corporate governance and
compliance practices, coupled with
changing funding conditions, as key
factors in Byju's mounting losses.
They noted that the startup failed to
hire professionals to oversee finances
and compliance, contributing to its
financial difficulties.The probe also
found that Byju’s did not fully
disclose details of acquisitions to all
directors and often scheduled
meetings to approve such deals at short
notice.However, it acknowledged the
founders' argument that some directors
were also investors in rival
companies.At its peak, Byju’s was
valued at $22 billion.The business saw
significant growth during the Covid-19
pandemic, but as restrictions eased and
classrooms reopened.

of

MHzband for Rs 360 crore.
bought 41 MHz spectrum in 900 MHz Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone

Idea are participating in the auction. Jio
has deposited the highest earnest money
of Rs 3,000 crore for the auction, which

equity and inclusion (DE&I) and has a
tremendous organisational focus on it," the
official said."In line with this, we renewed our
commitment and refocused our approach to
DE&I in 2015 by setting up MOSAIC - a
platform for pioneering initiatives, diversity
targets, and employee-friendly policies
conceptualised and executed from the apex
level," he added.The official admitted that the
initial planning stage was challenging due to
inadequate knowledge about the transgender
community."However, we made a detailed plan
and implemented it without any difficulty. To
date, we have not received any complaint from
either side of the employees since the first batch

transgender individuals was inducted

following proper training in 2019," the official
said.On the productivity of these ployees
compared to the general workforce, he said
transgender individuals perform better in some
areas.Jaya Singh Panda, Chief Diversity Officer
at Tata Steel, said, "We believe in nurturing a
workplace where every person, regardless of
their sexual orientation or gender identity, feels
valued, respected, and empowered. Diversity is
one of our greatest strengths, and continuing this
practice is key to long-term success and
innovation."

00 cr for spectrumon Day |

provides the company with the
firepower to bid for maximum
radiowaves among the three telcos.
Airtel has submitted an earnest money
deposit (EMD) of Rs 1,050 crore and
VIL of Rs 300 crore.COAL, the lobbying
body for private telecom companies,
said the auction will help catalyse the
rapid rollout of 5G services across the
country, leading to enhanced coverage
and improved connectivity.

“The 5G auctions will catalyse the rapid
rollout of 5G services across the
country, leading to enhanced coverage
and vastly improved connectivity.
Moreover, successful deployment of 5G
will be a major stride towards achieving
digital inclusion,” SP Kochhar, director-
general of COALI, said in a statement It is
the 10th spectrum auction since the
process for sale of radiowaves started
through an online bidding process in
2010.

The last spectrum auction was held in
August 2022, which, for the first time,
included radio waves for 5G services.
The previous spectrum auction

generated more than Rs 1.5 lakh crore
($18 bn) for the government from the
nation’s three top mobile operators and
newcomer Adani Group.
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The Dharam of Modi 3.0: From BJP's
disha hero to Opposition' spme target

Dharmendra Pradhan
jumped from the

Odisha battlefield to
firefight the paper leak

controversy. A key
player in the BJP's
mega election success
in Odisha, Pradhan
didn't get a breather to

savour victory,
becoming the first
Modi 3.0 minister in
the Opposition's direct
line of fire.

New Delhi.Dharmendra Pradhan didn't get

much of a breather. From the tough electoral
battlefield of Odisha, he had to jump straight
to firefight the NET-NEET paper-leak
controversy. At this moment, Dharmendra
Pradhan seems to be the most embattled
minister of Modi 3.0. And as he blows the
candles on his 55th birthday cake on
Wednesday, one of his wishes could very
well be for the education ministry difficulties
to disappear.Dharmendra Pradhan is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's 'Ujjwala Man'. He
drove the free cooking gas Ujjwala scheme,
which helped the BJP strengthen its hold on
the hinterland. Pradhan also has the
distinction of being India's longest-serving
petroleum minister.However, it is the
education ministry, which he was given the
responsibility of in 2021, that is facing the
biggest credibility test because of its
National Testing Agency (NTA).

A petroleum minister knows enough pressure,

"but education is a portfolio that gives a
bigger public profile, and lot of ribbon-

journalist who has covered the HRD
ministry.It is also the ministry that
deals with the future of crores of .
students and aspirants. 5
The NTA, which conducts all the big-
ticket entrance exams for admission |
to premier institutes, came under IA
massive criticism after question s
paper leaks of UGC-NET and |
NEET. NTA chief Subodh Kumar
Singh was sacked, and a high-level
committee formed to ensure
transparent, smooth, and fair
conduct of examinations.The
Opposition has made it more than clear that it
will gherao the government over the paper
leaks in Parliament. And education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan is the key target.That
resolve was evident from the word go.
Opposition MPs raised "NEET, NEET" and
"shame, shame" slogans as Pradhan walked
to take oath as a member of the Lok Sabha on
June 25.The Lok Sabha is witnessing a
vigorous Opposition, enthused by a boost in
its numbers in the 2024 Lok Sabha election.

Satellite-Based Tolls Will
Ensure Seamless Travel,

Reduce Congestion on
Roads: Nitin Gadkari

New Delhi: The newly proposed satellite-based tolls will
not just modernise the entire system but also ensure
seamless travel and reduce congestion on roads, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari said on Tuesday.The Minister,
while addressing a day long International Workshop on
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS)-based
Electronic Toll Collection in India, also said that the
technology will enhance navigation and positioning
and is another step towards easing citizens’ lives,
making governance more transparent, and providing
faster services.To provide seamless and barrier-free
tolling experience on National Highways, Indian
Highways Management Company Limited (IHMCL),
a company promoted by NHAI, organised the
workshop.

It provided a unique platform to both industry and global
experts to deliberate various aspects related to smooth
implementation of the free-flow tolling system based
on GNSS technology in India, the Ministry said in a
statement.Multiple panel discussions were held at the
workshop, where varied industrial and technical
professionals along with global GNSS experts
deliberated upon different aspects that included On-
Board Units (OBU), commercial vehicles and NH fee
rules, Toll Charger Software, role of issuer entity and
essentials of road infrastructure for successful
implementation of multi-lane free flow GNSS based
Electronic Toll Collection in India.NHAI Chairman
Santosh Kumar Yadav said that over the past decade,
road network has expanded manifolds and National
Highways carries over 70 per cent of the country’s
freight along with the passenger traffic.

Bombay High Court Upholds
Mumbai College's Decision On
Hijab, Burqa Ban

New Delhi: The Bombay High Court on Wednesday
declined to intervene in a decision taken by NG
Acharya and DK Marathe College, a city-based
institution, to ban the wearing of hijabs, burkas, and
naqabs on its premises. The ruling was delivered by a
division bench comprising Justices A S Chandurkar
and Rajesh Patil, who dismissed a petition filed by
nine female students enrolled in the second and third
years of a science degree course. Earlier this month,
the students filed their petition in the HC against a
directive issued by the Chembur Trombay Education
Society's NG Acharya and DK Marathe College that
enforced a dress code prohibiting the donning of
hijabs, naqabs, burkas, stoles, caps, and badges within
the campus.

The petitioners claimed the new dress code policy
violated their fundamental rights to practice their
religion, privacy, and choice. According to news
agency PTI, the plea described the college’s action as
"arbitrary, unreasonable, bad-in-law, and perverse.”

Altaf Khan, the advocate representing the students,
submitted versus from the Quran to the court last week
that highlighted their claim that wearing the hijab is an
essential part of Islam. They were also relying on their
right to practice their religion; the petitioners were
also asserting their rights to personal choice and
privacy in their opposition to the college's decision.

In its defence, the college maintained that the ban was a
disciplinary measure aimed at enforcing a uniform
dress code and was not intended to target the Muslim
community. Senior counsel Anil Anturkar,
representing the college management, stated that the
dress code applied to all students, regardless of their
religion or caste. The students contended that the
directive constituted a "colorable exercise of power."
Initially, they had requested the college management
and principal rescind the restriction, arguing it
infringed upon their rights to choice, dignity, and
privacy in the classroom. The students also sought
intervention from the chancellor and vice chancellor
of Mumbai University and the University.

cutting opportunities",

says a seasoned

Kiren Rijiju

Urges Congress For Consensus

The NDA has 293 MPs, while the Opposition
has 233.This, obviously, wasn't the kind of
reception that Pradhan was expecting on his
return to the Lok Sabha after a gap of two
decades. He won the Sambalpur seat with a
margin of over a lakh votes in the 2024
general election, defeating one of the BJD's
heavyweight candidates.Since his defeat in
the 2009 polls, Pradhan made it to
Parliament for two terms through the Rajya
Sabha.

On Lok Sabha Speuker EIechon

New Delhi: BJP leader
Kiren Rijiju today
appealed to the Congress
to refrain from |
contesting the Speaker's
post. This appeal comes
in light of Congress
leader K Suresh filing a
nomination against the
NDA's nominee, Om
Birla, for the position of
Lok Sabha Speaker,
marking a rare instance
of an election for this
postafter 48 years.

"We believe in consensus
and our efforts have been to take
along everybody," Mr Rijiju said.
"We still have time. I appeal to the
opposition parties, especially the
Congress, to give it a thought again

‘Sumpoornata Abhiyan” Coming Soon: Niti Aayog to Launch
Campaign to Assess Progress in India's Most Underdeveloped Areas

New Delhi: From screening diabetes,

blood pressure to taking stock of
secondary schools with electricity or
schools providing textbooks, Niti
Aayog has planned to launch a [
campaign to assess the
improvement at the most
underdeveloped localities across
India, Newsl8 has learnt.
According to a letter written by
BVR Subrahmanyam, Chief
Executive Officer of the
government’s think tank NITI
Aayog, has conceptualised
“Sampoornata Abhiyan”, to carry #3
out a campaign to achieve
saturation in “six identified E=
indicators” in districts and
blocks.“The duration of the initiative
begins from 1 July 2024 to 30
September 2024,” said the letter, dated
June 19, accessed by News18.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched

the Aspirational Districts Programme
(ADP) in 2018 to quickly and

and not contest the Speaker's post.
The Speaker has to run the house
impartially, so in this context, it is
better for all of us to elect the Speaker
unanimously."r Rijiju stressed the
importance of cooperation and

effectively transform the 112 most
underdeveloped districts across the
country. Based on the learnings from

ADP,

the Aspirational Blocks
Programme (ABP) covering 500
Blocks, was launched in January 2023.

The letter said that both programs focus
on improving governance to enhance
citizens’ quality of life and improve
service delivery in India’s remotest and

collegiality among
Parliament members, urging
them to work together for the
greater good. "We are all
colleagues in the House, and
we have to always work
together. There is no doubt
about that. When we make
them (Opposition) an offer,
we expect that the offer is
accepted gracefully. That has
notbeen done," he said.

Mr Rijiju also underscored the
numerical strength of the
NDA in ensuring the election
of its nominee. "It is my

appeal to the Congress to give it a

thought again and not to contest the

Speaker's post. We have the numbers,

but it is not the question of numbers,"

the minister said.

less-developed districts and blocks.
The campaign at the block level targets |+
achieving indicators such as timely
registration of pregnant women
for antenatal care, regular intake
of supplementary nutrition by
them, and screening the block’s
population for diabetes and blood
pressure whereas at the district
level, its targets include
immunisation of children,
secondary schools with
functional electricity, and schools
providing textbooks within one
month of the academic session’s
start.“One way of accelerating
progress is to focus on a few
select indicators at one time and
saturate them so that one can see quick
impact,” Subrahmanyam wrote in the
letter sent to district magistrates and
district collectors of aspirational
districts and blocks.
“The Hon’ble Prime Minister had also
suggested the same,” he added.

- DHARMENDRA PRADHAN AND

BJP'S ODISHA VICTORY

b 1n 2024, Dharmendra Pradhan not only

returned to the Lok Sabha, but was
among the key players to have scripted
the BJP's mega success story in
Odisha.The BJP won 20 of the 21 Lok
Sabha seats in Odisha and dislodged the
Naveen Patnaik-led BJD government,
which was in power for 24
years.Pradhan, along with Odisha BJP
leaders, Manmohan Samal and Sambit
Patra chalked out the BJP campaign
strategy, says a Bhubaneswar-based
journalist. He adds that Pradhan also worked
closely with BJP leaders from outside
Odisha, like Bhupendra Yadav and Biplab
Kumar Deb, who extensively worked for the
BJP on the ground in the state.Pradhan is
popular in both Western Odisha, where his
seat Sambalpur is located, and also the
coastal part of the state. It is also said that he
enjoys the support of up to 40 MLAs of the
state and that Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Majhi s close to him.

95-Year-0ld Woman's Beautiful
Dance Moves Goes Viral- Watch

The Heartfelt Video

New Delhi: A heart touching clip surfaced on the
internet featuring a 95-year-old woman from Tamil
Nadu dancing gracefully on a song. The woman
presented her outstanding performance with her
exceptional dancing moves. The video went viral on
social sites making Netizens admire and praise her
steps.The recording of the event was posted by
Ananth Rupanagudi
account mentioning that the lady is believed to have
been a student in Kalakshetra Foundation in 1940’s
and also parted in dancing for movies.

In the famous video, the aged woman is seen in a blue-
yellow saree with a pink blouse properly combed
upright in a hall of an old age home showing her
graceful skills in a Tamil song.

The video was aired on June 23. Ananth in the caption
gave some information about the woman. He wrote,
“At Vishranthi Home for the Aged, this lady, aged 95,

(@Ananth IRAS) on his X

A

danced for his old Tamil number during a program.
She is believed to have been a student of Kalakshetra
Foundation in the 1940s and is said to have danced in
movies like Chandralekha.”The dance of the lady on
an old Tamil song Oh Rasikkum Seemane has
impressed thousands of people. The video of the event
has received more than one lakh views and five
thousand likes. The clip left viewers amazed with the
talent a woman holds at her age. Also, many of the
users were admiring and praising her dancing skills.

Netizens filled the comment section with much
applause and appreciation. Some of the comments
are:“Wah...@95yrs!! Being fit and healthy and able
to dance too.”

“Such grace & style. Very inspiring.”“Such talent
deserves recognition and respect,
effectively contribute as good teachers for future
generations.”“What a fantastic performance. Respect
to the Great Mother. Lots to learn from her.”

“She is still very supple and expressive after all those
years, it's amazing just how the body and head
remember things long since past! Delightful, for us
AND for her, am sure...!”

they could

Woman's Luggage Stolen In Train,
Railways Told To Pay Her 1 Lakh

The consumer

commission was hearing

the complaint which

said the passenger's bag

containing valuables
worth 80.000 was
stolen by some
unauthorised

passengers in January
2016.

New Delhi: Observing that there was
negligence and deficiency in services by
the Indian Railway, a consumer
commission here has directed its general
manager concerned to pay more than ?

1.08 lakh to a passenger whose luggage
was stolen during a journey.

The District Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (Central
District) was hearing the complaint
which said the passenger's bag
containing valuables worth ?
80,000 was stolen by some
unauthorised passengers in
January 2016 between Jhansi
and Gwalior when he was
travelling in a reserved coach of
the Malwa Express."It was the
duty of the railways for safe,
secure and comfortable journey
as well as safety and security of _ -
belongings of passengers," the :
complaint said. ‘

The commission, comprising its
president Inder Jeet Singh and

member Rashmi Bansal, said it had the

territorial jurisdiction to try the case as
the complainant boarded the train from

New Delhi and there was "a continuity of

the journey" till its arrival in

Indore.Besides, the office of the opposite
party (General Manager, Indian Railway)
was situated within the commission's
jurisdiction, it said in an order passed on
June 3.

The commission rejected the argument of
the railways that the complainant was
negligent about her belongings and that
the luggage was not booked.Noting that
the complainant was mde to "run from

pillar to post to register an FIR", the
commission said, "The manner in which
the episode has happened and valuables
were stolen followed by the efforts of the
complainant to get the FIR registered
with the authorities for appropriate
enquiry or investigation, she
suffered all kind of inconvenience
and harassment to pursue her legal
rights." It said the complainant had
established her case against the
Indian Railway for negligence and
deficiency in service as her
belongings kept in a bag were stolen
during her journey against reserved
ticket.”Had there been no negligence
or deficiency in services on the part
of the opposite party or its staff, there
would be no such incident. There is
no other defence or evidence to deny
the value of the articles being carried by
the complainant during her journey,
therefore, the complainant is held entitled
to reimbursement of loss of ? 80,000," the
commission said.
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5 killed, 13-year-old injured in
shooting in Las Vegas, suspect dies
by suicide

Brazil's Supreme Court decriminalises
nal use

sFive people were killed, and a 13-year-old was critically
injured when a man went on a shooting spree at two
apartments in Las Vegas on Monday night. The suspect,
identified by police as Eric Adams, 47, killed himself on
Tuesday morning with his gun when officers confronted
him.In a statement, police said that officers acting on
tips found Adams on Tuesday morning at a local
business. Armed with a gun, when confronted, the man
fled into the backyard of a nearby residence.Police
officers gave Eric Adams commands to "drop the
firearm", but he ignored those and "died by suicide", the
police statement added.The 47-year-old is suspected of
shooting and killing four women and one man late on
Monday at two North Las Vegas apartments located in
the same complex. A 13-year-old girl was also shot and
is in critical condition.One of the women victims was in
her early 40s, and the other in her late 50s. The other two
women were both in their mid-20s and the man was in
his early 20s, The Associated Press reported, citing the
police. The victims weren't immediately identified.

The police called the shooting an "isolated incident" and
did not provide details on the possible motive behind it,
news agency Reuters reported.

UN tells Israel it will suspend Gaza
aid without improved security

Washington Senior UN officials have warned Israel that
they will suspend the world body’s aid operations
across Gaza unless Israel acts urgently to better protect
humanitarian workers, two UN officials said Tuesday.
The ultimatum is the latest in a series of UN steps
demanding Israel do more to safeguard aid operations
from strikes by its forces and to curb growing
lawlessness hindering humanitarian workers.

A UN letter sent to Israeli officials this month said Israel
must provide UN workers with a way to communicate
directly with Israeli forces on the ground in Gaza,
among other steps, the officials said.They spoke on
condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing negotiations
with Israeli officials. The UN officials said there has
been no final decision on suspending operations across
Gaza and that talks with Israelis were ongoing.Israeli
military officials did not respond to requests for
comment. Israel has previously acknowledged some
military strikes on humanitarian workers, including an
April attack that killed seven workers with the World
Central Kitchen, and has denied allegations of others.

iting security concerns, the UN World Food Program has
already suspended aid delivery from a U.S.-built pier
designed to bring food and other emergency supplies to
Palestinians who are facing starvation amid the eight-
month war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.UN and
other aid officials have complained for months that they
have no way to communicate quickly and directly with
Israeli forces on the ground, in contrast with the usual
procedures — known as “deconfliction” — employed
in conflict zones globally to protect aid workers from
attack by combatants.In its letter to Israeli officials, the
UN cited communication and protective equipment for
aid workers as among the commitments that it wanted
Israel to make good on for its aid operations to continue
in Gaza overall, the two UN officials say.

Kenya's Parliament on fire as
protests against finance hill
escalate

NAIROBI.Part of Kenya's parliament building was on
fire Tuesday as thousands of protesters against a new
finance bill entered and legislators fled, in the most
direct assault on the government in decades.

Journalists saw at least three bodies outside the complex
where police had opened fire.

The protesters had demanded that legislators vote against
the controversial bill imposing new taxes on a country
where frustrations over the high cost of living have
simmered for years.The protesters outmaneuvered
police to enter parliament shortly after legislators voted
to pass the bill. Lawmakers fled through a tunnel, but
protesters allowed opposition legislators who voted
against the bill to walk out of the besieged building.

The office of the Nairobi governor, a member of the
ruling party, also was on fire. The office is located near
parliament. Police water cannons were being used to
extinguish the fire.Protesters could be heard shouting,
“We’re coming for every politician."Protesters scatter
as Kenya police spray water canon at them during a
protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in
downtown Nairobi.Protesters scatter as Kenya police
spray water canon at them during a protest over
proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in downtown
Nairobi.APPolice officers also fired live ammunition
and threw tear-gas canisters at protesters who sought
treatment at a medical tent set up at a church near the
parliament complex.The Kenya Human Rights
Commission shared a video of officers shooting at
protesters and said they would be held to account.

Two people died in similar protests last week.

The Kenya Law Society President Faith Odhiambo said
Tuesday that 50 Kenyans, including her personal
assistant, had been “abducted” by people believed to be
police officers.Some of those missing included those
who were vocal in the demonstrations and were taken
away from their homes, workplaces and public spaces
ahead of Tuesday's protests, according to civil society
groups.Police officials did not immediately return calls
seeking comment. Parliament Speaker Moses
Wetangula had directed the inspector general of police
to provide information on the whereabouts of those the
opposition said were abducted.President William Ruto
was outside the capital attending an African Union
retreat. On Sunday, he said he was proud of the young
people who had come out to exercise their democratic
duty and said he would engage the youth on their
concerns.

London,

possession of marijuana

RIO DE JANEIRO Brazil’s Supreme
Court on Tuesday voted to decriminalize
possession of marijuana for personal use,
making the nation one of Latin America’s
last to do so, in a move that could reduce
its massive prison population.With final
votes cast on Tuesday, a majority of the
justices on the 11-person court have voted
in favor of decriminalization since
deliberations began in 2015.The justices
must still determine the maximum
quantity of marijuana that would be
characterized as being for personal use
and when the ruling will enter into effect.
That is expected to finish as early as
Wednesday.All the justices who have
voted in favor said decriminalization
should be restricted to possession of
marijuana in amounts suitable for
personal use. Selling drugs will remain
illegal.In 2006, Brazil’s Congress
approved a law that sought to punish
individuals caught carrying small
amounts of drugs, including marijuana,
with alternative penalties such as
community service. Experts say the law
was too vague and didn’t establish a
specific quantity to help law enforcement
and judges differentiate personal use

4 arrested on suspicion of trespassing at
Rishi Sunak's country home in England

At least four people were
arrested for allegedly
trespassing after entering the
grounds of UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak’s country estate in
northern England.

Four men were arrested
Tuesday on suspicion of trespassing
after entering the grounds of Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak’s country estate
in northern England, police said.North
Yorkshire police said the group was

detained just after noon and arrested on - The incident comes just over a week

suspicion of aggravated trespass.A
group called Youth Demand posted
video showing a man in boots step into
Sunak’s pond, where he pretended to
defecate. The group said in a statement
chock-full of a crude four-letter word
for human waste that it was a “parting
gift” to the prime minister. It said the
stool used in the stunt was made of
latex so it could be retrieved and
prevent environmental damage.Sunak
was in London at the time for the state
visit by the Japanese emperor and

Assange pleaded guilty on Wednesday
to a single count of conspiring to obtain
and disclose classified US national
defence information and was allowed
to walk free, ending years of legal
battles.Assange, 52, entered the plea in
a US District Court hearing in Saipan
on the Northern Mariana Islands, a US-
controlled territory chosen due to his
refusal to travel to the mainland United
States and its proximity to his native
Australia.As a beaming Assange
walked out of the courtroom, he was
greeted by a round of applause. He left
in a vehicle after giving a quick wave
to his supporters. Watch:As part of his
plea deal with US prosecutors,

from drug trafficking.Police continued
to arrest people carrying small quantities
of drugs on trafficking charges and
Brazil’s prison population continued to
swell.The majority of pre-trial detainees
and those convicted of drug trafficking
in Brazil are first-time offenders, who
carried small amounts of illicit substance
with them, caught in routine police
operations, unarmed and with no
evidence of any relationship with
organized crime,” said Ilona Szab?,
president of Igarapé Institute, a think
tank focusing on public
security.Congress has responded to the
top court’s ongoing deliberations by
separately advancing a proposal to
tighten drug legislation, which would
complicate the legal picture surrounding
marijuana possession.In April, the Senate
approved a constitutional amendment
criminalising possession of any quantity
of illicit substance. The lower house’s
constitutional committee approved the
proposal on June 12, and it will need to
pass through at least one other committee
before going to a floor vote.If lawmakers
pass such a measure, the legislation
would take precedence over the top

empress.

will determine if Sunak remains in
power. Polls and pundits have
predicted the Labour Party to take
control after 14 years of Conservative
rule.The police officer who confronted
the group asked the man identified by
the group as “Oliver” what his
intentions were, according to video of
the incident.“I think our intentions are
carried out,” he replied.outh Demand
said it is calling for for a two-way arms
embargo on Israel and for the next U.K.

Assange will be required to destroy
information provided to WikiLeaks.
He is expected to receive a sentence of
five years and two months, with credit
for the time he spent in a British prison
fighting extradition."Guilty to the
information," Assange said in court,
later joking to the judge that his
satisfaction "depends on the outcome
of the hearing." Assange, who turns 53
on July 3, was wished an early happy
birthday by Chief Judge Ramona
Manglona."I understand your birthday
is next week. I hope you will start your
new life in a positive manner," she told

Assange, according to the Washington  plea deal "unnecessary."The
Post.The plea deal avoids a lengthy  Australian government welcomed the
trial and potential prison sentence for  resolution.

government to revoke oil and gas
licenses granted since 2021.

before the U.K.’s general election that The group said the four detained

included a press photographer.

Sunak had condemned the group earlier
this year when it hung a banner on the
home of Labour leader Keir Starmer,
saying “Stop the killing,” in reference
to Israel’s war with Hamas militants.

In August, four Greenpeace protesters
were charged with criminal damage
after climbing on Sunak’s home while
he was away and draping it in black
fabric to protest his plan to expand oil
and gas drilling in the North Sea.

Julian Assange pleads guilty in US court
on remote island, walks out a free man

Saipan WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, who has long been wanted by
the United States for the
publication of hundreds of thousands
of classified documents through
WikiLeaks.He was released earlier this
week from a high-security British
prison where he had been held for five
years. His wife, Stella, called him a
"free man" and thanked supporters
who
release.Following the hearing,
Assange is expected to return to
Australia, US prosecutors said.
WikiLeaks confirmed his return on
social media platform X, calling the

court’s ruling but still could be challenged
on constitutional grounds.Speaking to
reporters in the capital Brasilia, the
Senate’s president, Rodrigo Pacheco, said
itisn’t the Supreme Court’s place to issue
a decision on the matter.“There is an
appropriate path for this discussion to
move forward and that is the legislative
process,” he said. “It is something that,
obviously, arouses broad discussion and it
is a subject of preoccupation for
Congress.”Last year, a Brazilian court
authorised some patients to grow
cannabis for medical treatment after the
health regulator in 2019 approved
guidelines for the sale of medicinal

for perso

products derived from cannabis.
But Brazil is one of a few
countries in Latin America that
hasn’t decriminalized the
possession of small quantities of
drugs for personal
consumptionThe Supreme
Court’s ruling has long been
sought by activists and legal
scholars in a country where the
prison population has become the
third largest in the world. Critics
of current legislation say users
caught with even small amounts of drugs
are regularly convicted on trafficking
charges and locked up in overcrowded
jails, where they are forced to join prison
gangs.“Today, trafficking is the main
vector for imprisonment in Brazil,” said
Cristiano Maronna, director of JUSTA, a
civil society group focusing on the justice
system.Brazil ranks behind the US and
China in countries with the highest prison
populations, according to the World
Prison Brief, a database tracking such
figures.Some 852,000 individuals were
deprived of liberty in Brazil as of
December 2023, according to official
data.

Kenya anti-tax protests
turn violent, 5 shot dead
as mob storms Parliament

Nairobi. Kenyan President William Ruto said on
Tuesday security was his "utmost priority" after
protests against a bill to raise taxes descended into
violence, with police firing on demonstrators
trying to storm the legislature, killing at least five.

In chaotic scenes in the capital Nairobi, protesters
overwhelmed police and chased them away in an
attempt to enter the parliament compound, with
Citizen TV later showing damage from inside the
building, which had been partially set ablaze.

Protests and clashes also took place in several other
cities and towns across Kenya, with many calling
for Ruto to quit as well as voicing their opposition
to the tax rises.In a televised address to the nation,
Ruto said the tax debate had been "hijacked by
dangerous people"."It is not in order, or even
conceivable, that criminals pretending to be
peaceful protesters can reign terror against the
people...," he said, pledging a swift response to
Tuesday's "treasonous events".Police in Nairobi
opened fire after tear gas and water cannon failed
to disperse the crowds. They eventually managed
to drive protesters from the parliament building
and lawmakers were evacuated through an
underground tunnel, local media said.Later on
Tuesday, Defence Minister Aden Duale said the
army had been deployed to help the police deal
with a "security emergency" which had resulted in
the "destruction and breaching of critical
infrastructure".A Reuters journalist counted the

bodies of at least five protesters outside

parliament.The Kenya Medical Association said
that at least five people had been shot dead while
treating the injured, and that 31 people had been
injured, with 13 shot with live bullets and four
with rubber bullets.The association called on
authorities to establish safe medical corridors to
protect medical staff and ambulances. CAUGHT

BETWEEN COMPETING DEMANDS

2010

campaigned for his

Ruto won an election almost two years ago on a
platform of championing Kenya's working poor,
but has been caught between the competing
demands of lenders such as the International
Monetary Fund, which is urging the government
to cut deficits to obtain more funding, and a hard-
pressed population.enyans have been struggling
to cope with several economic shocks caused by
the lingering impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the war in Ukraine, two consecutive years of
drought and depreciation of the currency.The
finance bill aims to raise an additional $2.7 billion
in taxes as part of an effort to lighten Kenya's
heavy debt load, with interest payments alone
consuming 37 per cent of annual revenue.ln
Washington, the White House said the United
States was closely monitoring the situation in
Nairobi and urging calm.

North Korea’s latest missile test likely ended in failure

According to the South Korean
military, a North Korean ballistic
missile test Wednesday likely ended
in failure days after the it protested
the recent regional deployment of a
US aircraft carrier for a trilateral
military drill with South Korea and

Jupan.

Seoul A North Korean ballistic missile test
Wednesday likely ended in failure, South
Korea’s military said, days after the North
protested the recent regional deployment
of a US aircraft carrier for a trilateral
military drill with South Korea and Japan.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said ina
statement that North Korea launched a
ballistic missile from its capital region
around 5.30 am on Wednesday. It said the
missile was launched toward the North’s
eastern waters, but the launch was
suspected to have ended in failure.The
Joint Chiefs of Staff said South Korean
and US intelligence authorities are
analyzing details of the North Korean
launch. But it didn’t immediately explain
why it believes the launch failed. Japan’s
Defense Ministry said earlier Wednesday
that it also detected a suspected ballistic
missile launch by North Korea.South

Korea’s Yonhap news agency
reported the North Korean
missile flew about 250
kilometers (155 miles). Yonhap
cited an unidentified South
Korean military source as saying
North Korea was believed to have
tested a hypersonic
missile.Japanese media reported
the North Korean projectile fell
outside Japan’s exclusive
economic zone.The North’s
reported launch also came hours
after South Korea said North
Korea floated huge balloons
likely carrying trash across the
border for a second consecutive
day.North Korea has conducted a series
of trash-carrying balloon launches
toward South Korea since late May in
what it calls a tit-for-tat response to South
Korean activists flying political leaflets
via their own balloons. On June 9, South
Korea briefly restarted propaganda
broadcasts from its border loudspeakers
for the first time in years in response.
South Korea’s military said Monday said
it was ready to turn on its loudspeakers
again.The USS Theodore Roosevelt
arrived in South Korea on Saturday and
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
boarded the carrier on Tuesday -- the first
sitting South Korean president to board a
US aircraft carrier since 1994.Yoon told
American and South Korean troops on
the carrier that their countries’ alliance is

the world’s greatest and can defeat any
enemy. He said the US carrier is to leave
Wednesday for the South Korea-US-
Japan drill, dubbed “Freedom Edge.” The
training is aimed at sharpening the
countries’ combined response in various
areas of operation, including air, sea and
cyberspace.North Korea’s vice defense
minister, Kim Kang I1, on Monday called
the US aircraft carrier’s deployment
“reckless” and “dangerous.” North Korea
has previously called major US-South
Korean drills invasion rehearsals and
reacted with missile tests.Seoul officials
said the upcoming South Korea-US-
Japan training is meant to strengthen the
three countries’ response capabilities
against North Korea’s evolving nuclear
threats at a time when the North is
advancing its military partnerships with

Russia.During a summit in
Pyongyang last week, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and
Russian President Vladimir Putin
signed a deal requiring each country
to provide aid if attacked and vowed
to boost other cooperation.
Observers say the accord represents
the strongest connection between
the two countries since the end of
the Cold War.The United States and
its partners believe North Korea has
been providing Russia with much-
needed conventional arms for its
war in Ukraine in return for military
and economic assistanceNorth
Korea’s reported missile launch is its first
weapons demonstrations since Kim Jong
Un on May 30 supervised the firing of
nuclear-capable multiple rocket
launchers to simulate a preemptive attack
on South Korea. The drill came days after
North Korea’s attempt to put its second
spy satellite into orbit ended in failure,
with its rocket carrying that satellite
exploding in mid-air soon after liftoff.
Since 2022, North Korea has sharply
increased the pace of weapons tests to
increase its nuclear attack capabilities to
cope with what it calls an deepening US
military threat. Foreign experts say North
Korea eventually aims to use its larger
nuclear arsenal to wrest greater
concessions from the US when
diplomacy resumes.
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Euro 2024: England top group
despite grab draw, Denmark,
Slovenia wait to know fate

New Delhi. England finished top and
Slovenia also advanced to the knockout
stages of Euro 2024 after an uninspiring 0-0
draw in their final Group C match on
Tuesday.England had already qualified for
the round of 16 and, despite another flat
performance, the draw leaves them in first
place in the group on five points.

Slovenia finished level on three points with
Denmark, who drew 0-0 with Serbia, and
though they had the same goal difference,
goals scored and disciplinary record, the
Danes appeared to have advanced in second
place due to their UEFA ranking, going
through with Slovenia, subject to
confirmation.England had the best of the
action in a tepid game of few real chances,
with Harry Kane and Phil Foden forcing easy
saves from goalkeeper Jan Oblak and
Bukayo Saka having a goal ruled out in the
first half for offside. England dominated
possession but had few shots on target as
Slovenia defended resolutely and tried to
crowd out every attack from their frustrated
opponents.

Denmark, Slovenia wait

Denmark secured a place in the knockout phase
of Euro 2024 with a nervy 0-0 draw in
Munich on Tuesday against Serbia who head
home after coming bottom of Group C. The
Danes had most possession and chances,
with Christian Eriksen pulling the strings
from midfield, but were unable to turn that
into a goal in their third draw of the
tournament.They will await UEFA
confirmation of whether they came second or
third in the group - affecting who they face in
the last 16 - depending on disciplinary points
or rankings versus Slovenia. Serbia defended
stoutly for long periods, but could not
provide opportunities for veteran striker
Aleksandar Mitrovic who aplpealed
unsuccessfully for a penalty several times
They came fourth in the group with two
points from two draws.

Mbappe, Lewandowski score
penalties as France, Poland
draw at Euro 2024

DORTMUND. Kylian Mbappe scored a
penalty on his return after breaking his nose
but Robert Lewandowski's reply meant
France and Poland drew 1-1 in their final
group game at Euro 2024 on Tuesday.

The result in Dortmund, combined with
Austria's 3-2 victory over the Netherlands at
the same time, saw France finish second in
Group D with one win and two draws.

France will now head to Duesseldorf for a last-
16 tie next Monday against the runners-up in
Group E, which could be Belgium, Romania,
Slovakia or Ukraine."We have to appreciate
what we did. We're qualified. We know when
we're playing next (July 1), even if we don't
know against who exactly," said France
coach Didier Deschamps."We've achieved
our first objective. Even if we don't have the
spot we were aiming for because we are
second. A new competition is about to start."

Wearing a mask to protect his injured nose,
Mbappe rolled in a spot-kick to put France
ahead early in the second half after Ousmane
Dembele was brought down.It was Mbappe's
first ever goal at a European Championship,
and the first scored by a France player at this
year's tournament -- their only prior goal
came when Austria's Maximilian Woeber put
into his own net.Yet Lewandowski, Poland's
all-time top scorer who was himself starting
for the first time at Euro 2024 after a thigh
injury, equalised from a penalty at the other
end 11 minutes from time.His first kick was
saved by Mike Maignan, but Lewandowski
was allowed a retake as the France
goalkeeper came off his line before the ball
had been struck.France's result is all the
more significant as they are now on the
same side of the draw as Portugal, Spain
and Germany, which they would have
avoided by topping the group.

Often imprecise and lacking in intensity
here, the 2022 World Cup runners-up will
certainly need to improve on this
performance, and their previous group
outings, if they are to win the competition.

EFI picks Anush over Shruti for

Paris Games

NEW DELHI. The Equestrian Federation of
India (EFI) has picked Anush Agarwalla to
represent the country at the upcoming Paris
Games in the dressage event after he pipped
close contender Shruti Vora on better
average after a careful evaluation of their
recent performances.The decision was taken
unanimously by the Executive Council with
the federation president handing his stamp of
approval. It will be the first time the country
will be having a
representation at
the dressage event
at the quadrennial
event.

Anush has been a
consistent operator
since the
qualification period
began last year and
had achieved
Minimum Eligibility Requirement (MER)
four times while veteran Shruti earned the
required two MERs this month. According to
the federation, Anush was given the nod as he
had a better average score of 67.695 %.
Shruti’s average was 67.163 %.

As per the criteria set by the EFI, a rider-horse
combination is required to achieve a
minimum of 67% twice between January 1,
2023 and June 24, 2024 to be eligible for the
Paris Games qualification. According to EFI
selection criteria, if more than one athlete is
eligible then the athlete with the highest
average in Grand Prix out of the best four
events in the past one year shall be chosen to
participate. Scores at only FEI level
competitions 3* and above are counted.

New Delhi.

Speaking after the Australia win,

Copa America; Lautaro Martinez' late goal
helps Argentina reach quarters with Chile win

wArgentina defeated Chile 1-0 to make
to the quarters

wLautaro scored the match-winner in the
88th minute

w«Argentina play Peru in Miami in their
final group gamea

New Delhi. Argentina became the first side to
book passage into the Copa America quarter-
finals after a late strike from Lautaro
Martinez earned them a 1-0 Group A victory
over Chile on Tuesday. The defending
champions had to wait until the 88th minute
for the winner. Giovani Lo Celso's shot was
saved by Chile's Claudio Bravo after a
Lionel Messi corner kick but Martinez was
on hand to fire home the rebound.The goal
stood after a lengthy VAR review for offside.
Argentina top the group with six points after
two matches, with Canada in second on three
following their 1-0 win over Peru earlier on
Tuesday. Chile and Peru have one point
each."These matches are always like this, we
have to continue in the same way, treating
the matches in this way, as they are all going
to be complicated," Martinez told TyC

Sports."Everything was tight, they set up
lines of five at times ... but we are happy that
at the end of the day we ended up taking the
three points, whlcg is what we wanted to
start with."The loss extended Chile's winless
streak against Argentina in the Copa
America to 30 matches. Chile have won the
Copa twice but have never beaten Argentina
in regulation time at the tournament, getting

the better of them on penalties in the final of
the 2015 and 2016 editions.There was little
to separate the two in a cautious opening
spell at MetLife Stadium but once Argentina
got going it quickly turned into a one-sided
contest. Julian Alvarez and Nicolas
Gonzalez tested keeper Bravo with tame
efforts, while Rodrigo de Paul smashed a
swerving right-foot effort just over the

Jasprit Bumrah bowling like it's a video
game: Arshdeep on heIp from star pacer

Arshdeep Slngh has
revealed how Jasprit Bumrah's 'video
game' type economical bowling has
helped him get more wickets during
the T20 World Cup 2024 as India
reached the semi-final once again.
Bumrah and Arshdeep have been the
main pacers for India with the latter
being amongst the leading wicket-
takers in the tournament.

Arshdeep had credited Bumrah for his
success and the pacer continued to
sing the praises of his senior partner. In an
interaction with Kuldeep Yadav, Arsheep
said that things haven't been that difficult
for him with Bumrah operating from the
other end. The left-arm pacer feels the
pressure from Bumrah forces the batters to
go hard at him and play high-risk shots,
which helps him get wickets."I don't think
it has been that difficult for me. The way

England top Euros group but disappoint again

COLOGNE. England manager Gareth
Southgate was met with boos and beer cups
thrown by his own fans despite his team
topping Group C as Slovenia also
progressed to the knockout stages of Euro
2024 thanks to a 0-0 draw in Cologne.

The Three Lions were already assured of a
place in the last 16 but can expect more
criticism after failing to improve on
underwhelming performances in edging
past Serbia and drawing with Denmark.

"I get it that they are not happy with me, that is
the reality. I am not going to back away from
that. I need them behind the team,"
Southgate said of the supporters' reaction.

"I was not going to back away from going over
to thank people for coming and giving the
support that they did, but I know that this is
causing an issue for the group."

England will have to wait until Wednesday's
final group games to find out which of the
four best third-placed teams they will face in
the last 16.But more questions will be asked
over one of the favourites' ability to end a 58-
year wait for major tournament glory as a

Leading from the front: How Roh

Jasprit (Bumrah) bhai is bowling, it's like
it's from a video game, especially with the
economy he is bowling at.""So all the
pressure that is on the batters, they try to
take it out on me. They try to play high-
risk shots, and I end up getting wickets. So
alot of credit goes to him," said Arshdeep.

Arshdeep also feels he is getting a lot of

support from the rest of the bowling, who

star-studded forward line was snuffed out by
Slovenia."l thought we played a lot better
than the other games. We couldn't just find
that finish but we look forward to the next
one," said England captain Harry
Kane.Southgate made a statement with his
team selection, resisting the calls to make
mass changes as Conor Gallagher replaced
Trent Alexander-Arnold in the only
alteration from the opening two games.If the
England boss was looking for a reaction by
showing faith in the other 10 who have
started all three matches in Germany, he was
left disappointed.Slovenia are now nine
games unbeaten, which included beating
Portugal 2-0 in a pre-tournament
friendly.Declan Rice had highlighted
Benjamin Sesko as their big threat on
Monday.Sesko could have been lining up
alongside Rice at Arsenal next season had he
not shunned interest to extend his contract at
RB Leipzig.The 21-year-old shrugged off a
thigh injury to start and had the first chance
of the game when he tamely headed straight
at Jordan Pickford four minutes

have been doing well in
partnerships.

"And all the other bowlers we have is
also helping me out. They're
bowling in partnerships. One is
stopping runs from one end and the
other is getting wickets. So as a
bowling unit, everyone is clicking
well and the support is good," said
Arshdeep.

Bumrah-Arshdeep connection in
T20 World Cup 2024

Both Bumrah and Arshdeep have

been sensational for India, especially in the

powerplay overs. Bumrah produced

Player Of The Match performances in the

first two matches against Ireland and

Pakistan, with an exceptional economy-

rate.Bumrah has picked up 11 wickets

from 6 matches with an economy rate of

4.08. Arshdeep, on the other hand, has

picked up 15 wickets from 6 matches and

in Slovenia stalemate

in.Slovenian celebrationslt took 20
minutes for England to pose a serious
threat and only the offside flag denied
them a slick opening goal.Rice picked out
Phil Foden's run but the Manchester City
midfielder had strayed beyond the
Slovenian defence before squaring for
Bukayo Saka to tap in.Southgate took
action at the break as Gallagher was
replaced by Kobbie Mainoo.The 19-year-
old added some much needed thrust to the
England midfield but they still struggled to
turn dominance in possession into
chances.Kane saw a header cleared by
Sesko from a corner and Rice flashed a
shot wide from the edge of the
box.Southgate answered the call to give
Cole Palmer his first minutes of the
tournament in the final 20 minutes.The
Chelsea midfielder, who scored 26 goals at
club level this season, had England's only
shot on target of the second half but failed
to seriously test veteran goalkeeper Jan
Oblak.

New

crossbar. Captain Messi, who played a role
in both of Argentina's goals in their opening
win over Canada, was once again at his
brilliant best and nearly opened the scoring
in the 36th minute with a powerful low drive
that hit the post.Argentina kept up the
pressure in the second half and Alexis Mac
Allister was unable to connect with a pin-
point free kick from Messi to spurn a gilt-
edged opportunity. Rodrigo Echeverria
recorded Chile's first shot of the match in the
72nd minute, a powerful strike from distance
which was kept out by Emiliano Martinez.
The Argentine goalkeeper, who barely had
anything to do for over an hour, found
himself called into action twice more over
the next few minutes, keeping out efforts
from Echeverria and Marcelino Nunez.

Just as it looked like the 15-times Copa

America champions would be made to rue
their missed chances, substitute Martinez's
goal ensured victory and a top-two spot in
the group. The defending champions had the
chance to kill the game off in stoppage time
with a two-on-one break but Martinez fired a
closerange shot straight at Bravo."We have a
tough group, very evenly matched, we had
chances to score," Bravo said. "The next
opponent is going to be tough like these two
we've had."In the group's final fixtures on
Saturday, entina play Peru in Miami
while Chile taie on Canada in Orlando.

SA vs AFG, T20 World Cup semis:
South Africa out to improve baffling

knockout record

Delhi. South Africa will look to
overcome their jittery knockout run when

they take on a spirited Afghanistan side in
the first semi-final of the men's T20 World

Cup 2024 in Trinidad on Thursday, June 27.

Having remained unbeaten so far in the
tournament, the Proteas will look to end the

long-standing jinx of not having won a

World Cup semi-final yet. Yes, you read that
right!History does not favour South Africa

in one of the much-anticipated T20 World
Cup clashes, which will be held at the Brian
Lara Stadium in Trinidad. In 10 appearances
in the knockout stages of men's World Cups,
South Africa have managed to win only one
match. The rare win came in the quarter-final
of the 2015 World Cup when a Proteas side
led by Faf du Plessis defeated Sri Lanka in
Sydney.South Africa in men's World Cup
knockout matches: Played - 10, Won 1, Lost
8 and Tied - 1. However, the Aiden
Markram-led South Africa side doesn't seem
to carry the baggage of the past in the USA

and the Caribbean. Only two players from
the 2015 World Cup squad feature in the
current side -- David Miller and Quinton de
Kock -- with both of them being serial
winners of franchise-based T20 titles.South
Africa have shown enough signs that they
are mentally geared up to close out tight
games this time around. Out of the 10
meetings in the World Cup knockout
matches, South Africa have gone down
thrice against Australia -- including the
infamous tied game of the 1999 World Cup
semifinal. The Proteas, now, have the
advantage of not facing Australia, thanks to
Afghanistan and India, who knocked
Mitchell Marsh's side out of the competition
in the Super 8 stage.

it Sharma

has inspired a new Indian approach

Rohit Sharma is making a run
for the T20 World Cup trophy
with his aggressive approach.
But the Indian captain is
making sure that none of his
teammates are left behind and
making them run alongside him
with the new Indian team

approach.

NEWDELHI. InT20Idon'tbelieve we need
to get fifties and hundreds, what matters is
the pressure you put on the bowlers. All the
batters from the word go played like that and
that's how we want to play as well."These
were the words of a proud and happy Rohit
Sharma after India outclassed Bangladesh in
a Super 8 clash on June 22. The Indian
skipper that day led from the front and was in

Sth gear from the get-go. He scored 23 off 11
balls, with a strike-rate of 209.09. Fans were
left wanting more from the India captain, and
a few days later he delivered in the biggest
match of the tournament so far. Rohit scored
92 runs against Australia off just 41 balls, and
with a strike-rate of over 224.

This was the same intent he showed in the ODI
World Cup, but the team couldn't keep the
pace up with him during that time. Now,
Rohit is making his team run alongside him
in the race as India gear up for another semi-
final in the T20 World Cup 2024. The
remarkable change in the batting unit has
been the fact that no one of the batters are
trying to wait and settle in. This was seen
even in the US as Indian batters followed the
simple mantra, "see ball, hit ball."And the
message has quite literally come from the top
of the order with Rohit showing the way. But
how has the rest of the side started to run
along with their skipper? Paul Collingwood
seemingly knows how Rohit has been able to
make this change.

All about strike-rate and impact

Speaking in the Star Sports Press Room,
Collingwood said that the message in the
changing room and the ones outside it from
the captain has been pretty clear. The former
all-rounder feels that Rohit wants his players
to focus on the strike-rate and create an
impact on the game." The messaging is pretty
clear from Rohit Sharma. Be it the messaging
in the change room, but some of the
messages | have seen in the press
conferences where he said it's not about
personal milestones, it's about strike rate and
about having an impact on the game. All
these things are huge when it comes to the

players having the belief that the captain
and the coaches are 100 percent behind
them to have an impact on the game," said
Collingwood.Collingwood feels that India
has had a massive change because of this as
they have gone from best chasers in the
game to a dangerous unit when it comes to
setting targets. He further commented that
India are now following what England used
to do under Eoin Morgan and trying to
attack from ball one.l think it's been a
massive change in the Indian cricket team.
They have always been one of the best
chasers in T20 cricket. Virat Kohli, at the top
of the order, once he knows what rhythm and
tempo he is going to play, he has been one of
the best chasers.""But I have seen a massive
switch in the approach, especially when they
are setting targets. They really want to be
aggressive from the first ball. England have
been doing this for 6-7 years since Eoin
Morgan took over back in 2016. They have
this kind of really go out and be aggressive
from Ball 1 kind of stuff. It seems that they
set the benchmark and other teams are trying
to follow that and India is no different.
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Lakshmi

Manchu's

Shimmer Silver Gown Is
Party Look Done Right

Lakshmi Manchu is a prominent face in the South film industry. The diva is known
for her roles as an actress, producer, and television personality. She is a true
fashionista and always enthrals fans with her pictures and videos that often go viral.
Recently, she attended an award show, where she received an award for her NGO,
. Teach For Change. Taking to social media, Lakshmi Manchu posted a series of
pictures from the award show. She can be seen in a shimmer bodycon silver gown,
- which she accessorised with a pair of matching earrings. Lakshmi Manchu kept her
+ hair open and opted for bold makeup. Fans expressed their love in the comment
. section, while many dropped red heart emojis. This is not the first time she set the
internet on fire. In the past also, she shared photos on her account that made her fans
spellbound.Lakshmi Manchu penned a note of thanks to the organisers for
recognising the work of Teach For Change. “Thank you, @middayindia Awards, for
¢ recognising the work of @teach_for_change. I wouldn’t be standing here holding
(&8 this award without the unwavering support of all the actors and individuals who have
& tirelessly worked
“alongside me to
raise funds and
awareness,” her
postread.
Lakshmi
M anchu
dedicated the
award to every
one of you who
. has supported
~  them in the past.
She also
mentioned that
they have
~opened 643
‘classrooms.
- “This award is
for each and
. every one of you
‘who! have
‘supported us in
the past. Because of your dedication and commitment, we are stronger and growing
:more than ever today. Your belief in our mission has been the cornerstone of our
‘success, and together, we are making a tangible difference in the lives of countless
. children.
With your help, we have opened 643 classrooms, providing vital educational
opportunities. Thank you for being part of this journey. Let’s continue to inspire,
¢ educate, and empower the next generation,” her post further mentioned.Lakshmi
Manchu rose to stardom with films like Dead Air, Gundello Godari, Anaganaga O
'~ Dheerudu and Chandamama Kathalu.
+ She last appeared in the film Monster, which failed to become a super hit at the box
K office. Currently, Lakshmi is busy with TV shows, movies and web series. She is
7F e prepared for her upcoming films like Adiparvam, Lechindi Mahila Lokam and
e v'-Agni)N akshatram.
i

&

Comeback With This Rajinikant
Film Went Unnoticed

Many yesteryear lead actresses have, in recent times, made successful comebacks to films with
supporting roles in movies. These include actresses like Vijayshanti, Bhanupriya and Ramya
Krishnan, who have all started their second innings in the Tamil as well as Telugu film industries.
One of their contemporaries, Nirosha Radha is also in need of a comeback film. She had received
an opportunity with the Rajinikanth-starrer Laal Salaam, but the movie’s lukewarm response and
underperformance at the box office has led to a missed opportunity on her part. Reportedly, the
film’s failure has resulted in no further offers for her from the industry.Nirosha started her career

in 1988 with Mani Ratnam’s Agni Natchathiram, which was a runaway success. She appeared in
films like Soora
Samhaaram, Senthoora : T
Poove and Paravaigal /
Palavitham in quick x5

succession in the same
year, a unique feat for a
newcomer. These films
established her as a
bankable actress in the
Tamil film industry.

For the next decade, she
delivered many hits and
also dabbled with all the
other three South Indian
film industries.
Nirosha’s films with
Rajendra Prasad and
Mohan Babu in the action
genre were quite successful
atthe box office.

After getting married to
actor Ramki in 1995,
Nirosha toned down on the number of films she appeared in and then took a hiatus from acting.
Her post marriage films, where she shifted to supporting roles, were not too successful. Last ’

year, she received an offer to appear as Rajinikanth’s wife in the much hyped sports drama film
Laal Salaam.In an interview, Nirosha said that one of the main reasons that she had taken up the
role was because Rajinikanth’s daughter, Aishwariya Rajinikanth was directing it. Both she
and Rajinikanth had limited screen time in the film, and her performance was appreciated.

Armaan Malik Compares Himself To

Sidharth Shukla, Bigg Boss 0TT 3

Conteslan Says"We Both Are Very Alike'

.

N

A

Armaan Malik has compared himself to the late actor
Sidharth Shukla. The YouTuber, who is currently in the
Bigg Boss OTT 3 house, spoke to amedia portal before
entering the controversial reality show, when he
shared that he felt the most “connected” with Sidharth.
Shukla, who was the winner of Bigg Boss 13, passed
away in September 2021.“From the previous ‘Bigg
Boss’ seasons, my personality is very similar to that of
Siddharth Shukla’s. He was one contestant whose
personality I really connected with, and I also feel that
we both are very alike in a way that we keep to
ourselves. He was someone who was usually calm and
kept to himself unless provoked and I feel that’s also
me as a person. He has been one of the contestants
whose journey I have followed and felt the most
connection with,” Armaan told India Today.Armaan is
in the Bigg Boss OTT 3 house with both his wives,
Payal Malik and Kritika Malik. Ever since it was
announced that the YouTuber will participate in the
show as a trio, several people have questioned his
decision. Therefore, talking about the controversies
surrounding his marital status, Armaan added, “If
someone is genuinely curious and wants to know
about our life, how we three have managed to live as
one family, then I’d be happy to share my story with
them. There’s no issue with people inside the house
being curious about our set-up. However, if someone
talks in a derogatory manner or chooses to pick a fight
for no reason, then I’'m capable of giving it back to
them in the exact same tone and manner.”

Armaan further shared that he wants his fans to see his
“real side” via Bigg Boss OTT 3. “Everyone will get to
see how I behave and react to situations that crop up,
how my response will be towards the other contestants
in the house and what my decision-making skills are,”
he said.Besides Armaan, other contestants who are
inside the Bigg Boss OTT 3 house are, Love Kataria,
Deepak Chaurasia, Munisha Khatwani, Sai Ketan
Rao, Vada Pav Girl aka Chandrika Gera Dixit, Sana
Makbul, Shivani Kumari, Paulomi Das, Ranvir
Shorey, Sana Sultan, Vishal Pandey, Naezy and Neeraj
Goyat. The show is hosted by Anil Kapoor and streams
onlJio Cinema.

Happy Birthday, Karisma

Kapoor: When The Actress

Saved Her Debut Film Co-
star From Drowning

One of the most successful Bollywood actresses
Karisma Kapoor has turned 50 today. Belonging to
the star-studded Kapoor family, she never relied on
her peers’ support to make big in the film industry.
She was one of the highest-paid actresses in the 90s.
She played the leading lady in several box-office
hits including Jigar, Anari, Andaz Apna Apna, Raja
Babu, Coolie No 1, Jeet and Saajan Chale Sasural.
She starred in the lead role in the top-grossing films
of the 90s like Raja Hindustani and Dil To Pagal Hai
and established herself as a star. The leading lady
who made the careers of many actors once saved the
life of her co-actor. It was her debut film Prem Qaidi
and the actor was Harish Kumar.

Karisma Kapoor debuted with the film Prem Qaidi
in 1991. It was directed by K Murali Mohana and
starred Harish Kumar apart from Karisma Kapoor in
the lead roles. In a recent revelation, actor Harish
Kumar shared how Karisma Kapoor saved him from
drowning during a shooting of a scene in the film.
Recalling the incident, he said that there was a scene
which was supposed to be shot in which he had to
jump into a swimming pool to save Karisma Kapoor
from drowning. “In reality, she was the one who
saved me because I did not know how to swim,” said
Harish Kumar while talking to the media.

I was about to drown, in fact, I was drowning, but
people on set thought I was playing a prank, so no
one helped me except Karisma. She held me and [
held onto her clothes. So all this used to also happen
in nineties Bollywood,” Harish Kumar recalled.
Interestingly, Karisma Kapoor was only 17 years
old, while Harish Kumar was a year younger in the
film.

Apart from the lead roles, actors Dalip Tahil, Paresh
Rawal, Asrani, Shafi Inamdar and Bharat Bhushan
are in prominent roles.
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