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Indian Muslims on
shaky ground

I am an ardent admirer of Harsh Mander, a former
IAS officer who resigned in 2002 in protest
against the Gujarat government’s failure to do its
Raj Dharma of curbing the massacre of innocent
Muslims. I do not have the courage Harsh has. |
never had that level of courage. He recently
informed his myriad admirers that his new article
was on the subject of “the political demonisation,
erasure and abandonment of Indian Muslims in
recent elections”. He aptly called it “the crisis of
not-belonging”.An incident that occurred on
polling day in Uttar Pradesh last month caught my
attention. An educated Muslim girl arrived at a
polling booth along with her sister. The officials
on duty went through the voter list and informed
the girls that their names were not on it.

The girl who reported this incident had earlier gone
to the centre concerned for checking the voter list.
Her name and that of her sister were there. She
demanded a re-check, which the officials did.
Their names were on the list. The girls voted, as
was their right and their duty. They were educated
girls, confident of their own capabilities.

On emerging from the polling station, she found
groups of burqa-clad women who had been told
that they could not vote as their names were not on
the list. They were not smart like our girl to call
their bluff. The BJP knew that minority votes
would go against them. It was rumoured that it
used different means to ensure victory. Yet, in
BJP-ruled UP, it failed.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) should
have acted on the courageous girl’s complaint and
investigated such electoral misdemeanours. The
ECI wields sole authority over officials of any
government department on election duty. It
should have identified the culprits and put them
on the mat. It should also have published details
of the action taken against them.l agree with
Harsh that Indian Muslims are on shaky ground
after the BJP-led NDA government assumed
office. The BJP’s propaganda team may deny this
so that the party’s back is covered and the Western
powers with whom we now seem to be aligned
think kindly of our government. But there is much
that the community itself can do to change its own
image. Indian Muslims are not the target of only
the Modi-Shah government but also the victims
of its own narrow-minded religious
establishment.It is really sad to see that
innumerable Muslim women are kept
deliberately backward and treated as possessions
in India. I am talking specifically of uneducated
women in families living in penury. [ have many
Muslim friends, but they belong to the privileged,
well-heeled category who will think like I do and
approach life as I would.Presently, I am watching
a Turkish serial called Black Money Love.
Women in that Islamic country are totally
liberated following the reforms introduced by
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. In India, the community
needs to start internal reforms. First and foremost,
it should ensure that all its women become
literate. It should also ensure that they are well
educated and able to think for themselves. Kerala
has achieved 100 per cent literacy. It has thereby
succeeded in controlling the reproduction rate.

The BJP’s main accusation against the Congress
was, and still is, that the community was
pampered by the party for votes. In what aspects
of their life were Muslims pampered? It was only
the religious dispensation that was pampered,
ensuring that obscurantist practices were
perpetuated. The Shah Bano judgment overturned
by an ill-advised Prime Minister spelt the end of
Congress primacy in India. It shocked the
conscience of citizens like me, who nurtured no
biases.Poor Muslims, both menand women,
remain as helpless and deprived today as they
were then. Strong leaders should emerge in the
community to challenge the fatwas of the
mullahs. Like the mullah who ordered the wife of
a soldier missing in action for seven years — who
re-married and became a mother in his absence —
to return to her previous husband when the
Pakistanis released him from captivity. The
woman was not consulted! She was a mere
possession.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has flagged a

The public of Pakistan needs to realise that the Ind

SINCE 1947, India and Pakistan have fought four wars,
including the one in 1971, when East Pakistan broke
away with Indian assistance and became Bangladesh.
They have opposed each other at every international
forum, acquired nuclear weapons to gain strategic
superiority and joined alliances to seek territorial and
diplomatic advantage. To make up for its smaller size,
Pakistan has not hesitated from using the communal card
in a bid to destabilise India time and again and “bleed
India with a thousand cuts” with its proxy war in J&K
since 1989. Members of terrorist groups such as
Lashkar-e-Taiba, Harkat-ul-Ansar and Hizbul
Mujahideen continue to be trained and infiltrated into
India for carrying out terrorist activities and creating
destabilisation. As things stand, this situation is unlikely
to change anytime soon.

During this entire period, through the shrill cacophony of
revenge, there have been sane voices from both sides
suggesting better relations between the two and
progressing together in peaceful co-existence. Why
these efforts have not produced the desired results, thus
prolonging the status quo, needs to be analysed. In the
current geopolitical environment, a continuing hostile
stance between the two is likely to prove harmful to both,
more so to Pakistan, due to its vulnerabilities.

Unlike in India, where a democratically elected
government conducts foreign policy with all countries,
including Pakistan, the civilian government in Pakistan
must go by the wishes of the army while dealing with
India. This creates a dichotomous situation wherein a
clandestine hand seems to be controlling the outcome of
direct talks.The Pakistan army has ruled the country
directly or indirectly for the past 77 years. Not having
been popular while ruling the country directly, the army
has conveniently indulged in back-seat driving by
making the ‘selected’ government do its bidding. This
ensures that it gets credit for all the good deeds, while
unpopular decisions are attributed to the civilian
government.

Marginal tax cuts not enough to spur robust economic growth

Economists do not feel that there is any policy objective among decision-makers to reduce economic inequality.

THE Union Government is considering what it has not

done for over half a dozen years now. In the full Budget
for 2024-25 due in late July, it may end up cutting taxes
amounting to Rs 50,000 crore so that those not so well-
off can get to pay less by way of taxes and consequently
spend more by way of raising consumption.

One way of doing this is introducing a new beneficial

income tax slab. Another step can be raising grants for
small farmers as well as allocating more government
funds for the rural employment programme, which will
help both male and female rural workers.The overall
picture is that even as the GDP has been doing well over
the last few years, private consumption has not kept
pace. After the Covid-19 pandemic subsided, the GDP
growth rate hovered at around 8 per cent till 2023-24.
But private consumption, after growing through state
largesse at the rate of over 10 per cent in 2021-22,
slumped to around half'that figure in 2023-24.But for the
Budget as a whole, the government needs to do much
more than just lower a few taxes. According to an expert,
around 20 million more jobs will be needed. The Budget
can help take things forward in four ways. As there are
fewer jobs available in rural areas, there will have to be
well-planned, sustainable cities with enough jobs to
absorb the people coming in from villages in search of
work.The Budget will also have to help boost large-scale
manufacturing. The key will be more funds by way of the
production-linked incentive scheme, which encourages
global companies to bring in manufacturing plants that
both create more skilled jobs and use the higher
production for domestic consumption as well as exports.
Additionally, information technology companies will
create new jobs for engineers and fetch services exports.
These engineers will spend and contribute to indirect
taxes.Some of these points have been raised by business
representatives in their meeting with the Finance
Minister while offering ideas on putting together the
forthcoming Budget. A somewhat new proposal will be
to raise capital expenditure in rural areas so that there is
more irrigation, warehousing and cold chains. This will
raise agricultural output and bring down inflation, thus
allowing the economy to go further through greater
government expenditure without pushing up inflation.

As much as the corporate leaders have their focus on their

own businesses, they have also shared ideas with the
government to focus on micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMESs). These will feed into the larger
businesses and help them grow further.

Though the government has had some good ideas (cutting

a bit of taxes) and the corporates have passed on a few
more, it needs to focus on a cardinal reality that is yet to
be addressed — the stark economic inequality in the
country.Even though India’s stock markets remain one

‘concerning increase’ in anti-conversion laws, hate
speech and demolition of homes and places of worship
of members of minority communities in India. In his
remarks at the release of the US State Department’s
2023 Report on International Religious Freedom,
Blinken said Christian groups in India had reported
attacks by mobs, allegedly in league with the police,
over accusations of ‘conversion activities’. The report
claims that Christians and Muslims were arrested
under laws banning forced religious conversion. The
unusually scathing criticism comes weeks after the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led NDA government
began its third successive term. It is bound to cast a
shadow on India-US ties, which have made rapid
strides in the strategic and defence domains in recent
years.Blinken had also mentioned India in his remarks
during the release of the 2021 Report on International
Religious Freedom two years ago, expressing concern
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of the costliest in the world, the government finds that it
needs to keep delivering free foodgrains to 800 million
of the 1.4 billion people in the country to keep hunger at
bay. According to a survey by Reuters, economists feel
that the youth, who are already suffering from
unemployment, are not optimistic about things getting
any better in the next five years.

conomists do not feel that there is any policy objective

among decision-makers to reduce economic inequality.
And a critical point for some of them is that inequality
will not go away on its own through overall rapid
economic growth, which is happening right now.

However, some experts feel that inequality in itselfis not a

cause for concern. What is important is that those at the
bottom of the pyramid should fare better economically.
Those at the top doing much better is not an issue.

The sharp differences among economists is highlighted by

certain contradictions. India has the second-highest
number of billionaires in Asia, while tens of millions of
people scrape by with a daily wage of around Rs 400
earned through digging wells and country roads, making
money 100 days a year.Some economists, with the
upcoming Budget in mind, feel that the key concern
should not be to visualise the country becoming a
developed economy by 2047 or in around a quarter
century. What is more important is for workers to have
better skills so that they have more jobs and become a
part of an overall inclusive growth.Ninety per cent of the

Minority report

US criticism of India can have repercussions

over rising attacks on people and places of worship in
the country. However, his comments this time may be
seen through the prism of the US presidential elections,

Military stranglehold taking its toll on Pakistan

(¥ s

economists polled felt that unemployment would remain
the biggest problem for the next five years. The way to
solve this would be to move from farm to factory. But
what stands in the way is the failure to invest adequately
in education. The country spends 3 per cent of the GDP
on public education, even though the National
Education Policy recommends 6 per cent.

In view of all this, it is perhaps necessary for both the

government and business leaders to move away from
issues regarding marginal changes in taxes and
investments. Instead, it is imperative to focus on what
matters so that the country has workers who are able to
run more modern factories. The share of manufacturing
in the GDP has remained in the range of 15-17 per cent
for about 30 years.If there is a saving grace, it is the rise
in services delivering information technology, led by top
software companies. The key policy that made it
possible was the creation of software technology parks
in the early 1990s and the waiver of income tax on IT
export earnings. Right now, the US is the leading enabler
of Indian exports, led by the delivery of services.The
government will be shortsighted if it tries to overcome
the setback in the recent elections by looking at
standalone decisions like reducing a bit of tax here or
there. The 2024-25 Budget needs to have a broad goal,
which the government of the early 1990s did. The way to
begin today is to reform the public education system,
aided by greater government spending.

which are scheduled for November. With
Christians accounting for two-thirds of the
American population, highlighting alleged
atrocities against them in countries such as
India could be construed as a vote-catching
tactic. While talking about the minorities in the
US, Blinken has confined himself to the
observation that reports of hate crimes and
other incidents targeting Muslims and Jews
have gone up dramatically. America seems
more keen to ‘advance religious freedom
across the globe’ than to set its own house in
order. The Indian government does need to do
course correction on the minority front, but it
won’t appreciate the US playing the Big
Brother. Antagonising a close ally will have
repercussions for Washington, especially when

the Gurpatwant Singh Pannun case is already testing
the strength and maturity of the bilateral relations.

The army has maintained its position within the polity by
branding India as Pakistan’s enemy No.l in people’s
minds while projecting itself as the saviour of the nation.
It is not uncommon to find that for most things going
wrong in Pakistan, India is generally the whipping boy.
The army is adept at orchestrating an anti-India agenda
from the background. The only negative aspect of such a
game plan is that it cannot be played perpetually, thus
exposing the perpetrators.Punjabis have invariably
dominated the government and all its important wings,
even at the expense of depriving others of their fair share
of government jobs. Thus, there is a strong undercurrent
of resentment and alienation among Sindhis, Baluchis
and Pakhtoons, giving a fillip to divisiveness. With the
passage of time, this faultline is becoming more
prominent. The army has gradually expanded its overall

control to almost all institutions in the country. The Fauji
Foundation has been activated to control some of the
economic activities. Recent reports of pressurising and
threatening the judiciary to get favourable decisions for
the ‘establishment’ have pointed to the subversion of
judicial processes. Manipulation of the religious
discourse to suit the aspirations of the military has
resulted in creation of a suspicious and untrustworthy
environment wherein the friction between the Shias and
Sunnis has increased manifold. In fact, the minority
Shias have been targeted more frequently by the Sunnis
lately, thus heightening the discord.

There is also a feeling of alienation in the lower and middle
ranks of the Pakistan army, especially since most spoils
of power are being shared at the higher levels. It is this
disenchantment that Imran Khan tried to exploit while

ia-centric approach of the army has only hastened the country’s slide.

taking on the army when he was the Prime Minister. His
failure, of course, does not change the ground reality.

On the Indian side, the foreign policy of the country is the
responsibility of the democratically elected government
of India. Principally, it would be happy to have cordial
neighbourly relations with Pakistan. Several past prime
ministers of India have repeatedly shown their positive
intent on this account. Negotiations have broken down
either because of the last-minute pressure from the Pak
army on their government or because of Pakistan going
back on the agreed upon agreements. The Simla
Agreement of 1972 is a glaring example.

The solution lies in weakening of the stranglehold of the
army on the foreign policy of Pakistan vis-a-vis India.
The public of the country needs to realise that the India-
centric approach propagated and followed by the army
has only hastened Pakistan’s slide. It is the inherent
contradictions within the Pakistan polity, propped up
and manipulated by the army, that are leading the
country towards disintegration.

The moot question that arises is whether the military can
be forced to jettison its prime position to stop Pakistan’s
abysmal march to doomsday. There are murmurs of
discontentment and unhappiness within Pakistan,

especially since most aspects are weighed in comparison
with India. The high-handed way the ‘establishment’
deals with all other institutions of the state is becoming
clearer. Ultimately, it is the public in Pakistan that can
bring about an end to the army’s domination. Nurturing
and encouraging this thought process would help build a
case for the long-term wellbeing of Pakistan as well as
better relations with India.

Friendliness between India and Pakistan is possible only

once acts inimical to each other are stopped. Pakistan
needs to stop supporting the proxy war in J&K and
terrorist activities in other parts of India. Resolution of
other issues, including J&K, can happen as trust and
confidence between the two builds up. In the long term,
good neighbourly relations would benefit both countries.
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Digital tax relief for US MNCs
extended till June 30

NEW DELHI. India and the United States have decided
to extend the relief enjoyed by the US multinational
companies (MNCs) on equalisation levy (digital taxes)
paid in India till June 30,2024.

As per the agreement reached by India and the US, India
must refund access digital taxes collected from US
MNCs from April 1,2022, until June 30,2024.

According to the original agreement between the two
countries, the validity of this agreement was from April
1, 2022, until implementation of Pillar 1 of the new
global tax regime, or 31 Mar 2024, whichever is earlier.

India levies 2% tax on revenue generated from a broad
range of digital services offered in India by non-resident
companies. Calling it discriminatory, the US had
proposed retaliatory tariffs of up to 25% on nearly 40
Indian products in June 2021.

However following international tax negotiations, it
suspended these levies.

On October 21, 2021, the US and Austria, France, Italy,
Spain, and the United Kingdom reached a compromise
on the transitional approach to the unilateral measures
in force till Pillar 1 is implemented. Later in November
2021, India also agreed to the terms of the US on digital
tax.The Indian government had agreed to refund the
excess amount of tax that it collects through
Equalisation Levy starting April 1, 2022, till 31 March
2024, (or when Pillar 1 of the new global tax regime
takes effect, whichever is earlier), in comparison to the
tax collected under Pillar 1 of the new global tax law in
the first full year of its implementation. Pillar 1 gives a
country taxing rights on profits earned by multinational
corporations within its shores.The timing for the
introduction of Pillar One is still unknown and depends
onits acceptance by a large number of countries.

Core sector growth slows to
6.3% in May

NEW DELHI. The growth in output of the eight key
infrastructure industries (core sector), slowed to 6.3%
in May from 6.7% in April due to slowdown in output of
six sectors including cement, fertliser and natural gas
during the month, the government data showed. In May
2023, core sector had seen a growth of 5.2%.

As per the data, there was a slowdown in output across
sectors. Specifically, sectors such as natural gas (7.5%),
refinery products (0.5%), and steel (7.6%) experienced
deceleration. Additionally, the output of fertilisers (-
1.7%) and cement (-0.8%) contracted further during the
month. In May, the output of crude oil fell by 1.1%.
Conversely, coal production rose 10.2% and electricity
generation grew 12.8% during the same month.

Aditi Nayar, chief economist, head of research and
outreach at ICRA, said, “A combination of factors
including heatwave and phased parliamentary elections
could have curtailed activity and execution in some
sectors. However, the heatwave boosted demand for
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power, which translated into a rise in growth of coal and
electricity in May 2024 as compared to the previous
month.”

RBI expects gross NPAs to fall
to 2.5 per cent in Fy25

MUMBAI.The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) expects the
gross non-performing assets (GNPA) ratio of banks to
improve to 2.5% in FY25 after moderating to a 12-year
low 0f 2.8% in FY24.The system-wide net NPA ratio is
also expected to improve further from 0.6%, which has
almost halved from the previous fiscal year.The record
reduction in the bad loan ratio was led by state-run
banks, which improved by 76 basis points (bps) to
3.7%.hile the GNPA stock fell across all bank groups,
active and deep provisioning by state-run banks and
foreign banks resulted in an improved provisioning
coverage ratio of 76.4% in March 2024, the RBI stated
inits biannual Financial Stability Report.

The report attributed the sustained reduction in the GNPA
ratio since March 2020 primarily to a persistent fall in
new NPA accretions and increased write-offs.

The estimate for the GNPA ratio for March 2025 is based
on macro stress tests performed to assess the resilience
of banks’ balance sheets to unforeseen shocks
emanating from the macroeconomic environment.

“The asset quality of scheduled commercial banks
recorded sustained improvement, and their GNPA ratio
moderated to a 12-year low of 2.8% in March 2024.
Their net NPA ratio also improved to a record low of
0.6%,” the report said.Under the baseline stress
scenario, the GNPA ratio of all banks may improve to
2.5% by March 2025. If the macroeconomic
environment worsens to a severe stress scenario, the
ratio may rise to 3.4%, the half-yearly report noted.

In the severe stress scenario, the GNPA ratios of public
sector banks may increase from 3.7% in March 2024 to
4.1% in March 2025, whereas it may go up from 1.8%
to 2.8% for private sector banks and from 1.2% to 1.3%
for foreign banks.Stress tests are conducted covering
credit risks, interest rate risks, and liquidity risks to
assess the resilience of banks in response to these
shocks. Using the stress tests, the RBI projects
impairment or bad loans and capital ratios over a one-
year horizon under a baseline and two adverse
scenarios—medium and severe.The report further states
that stress test results reveal that banks are well-
capitalized and capable of absorbing macroeconomic
shocks even without any further capital infusion by
stakeholders.

Legal weed limps into next phase in Germany

BERLIN.So-called cannabis clubs will be

allowed to sell the drug legally in
Germany starting Monday, but in practice
it will be some time before the
associations get up and running.

Germany legalised cannabis in April,

allowing adults to possess 25 grammes
(0.9 ounces) and cultivate up to three
marijuana plants athome.

As the next step in the reform, from July 1 it

will be possible to legally obtain weed
through regulated "cannabis clubs" in the
country.The associations will be allowed
to have up to 500 members each and will
be able to distribute up to 50 grammes of
cannabis per person per month.Mariana
Cannabis, an umbrella organisation for
around 180 future cannabis clubs across
Germany, already has around 20,000
members.But at the group's production
site in Leverkusen, just north of the
western city of Cologne, there are no
seeds or cuttings to be seen.That is
because before the clubs can begin
operating, they must apply for a licence
that can take up to three months to
obtain."We are impatient, but we still

Oxford India Forum inaugural event

have to wait," Keno Mennenga, a
spokesman for Mariana Cannabis, told
AFP.

Black market

In Munich, members of the Cantura
cannabis club have been paying 25
euros ($27) a month since March,
before the first part of the law even
came into force.

The club has invested thousands of euros
in office space, security and cultivation
equipment, according to its CEO,
Fabian Baumann."We need around
eight weeks from cutting to
harvesting," he said. "If everything goes
well, we'll be able to supply cannabis to
our members thi year. That would be
wonderful."

When launching the first phase of the law in
April, the German government insisted
that it was not promoting cannabis use but
rather seeking to curb the black market
for the drug."The German model is based
on a gradual approach. The idea is to be
cautious and to evaluate in real time," said
Ivana Obradovic, an expert with the
France-based Monitoring Centre for

Drugs and Drug Addiction (OFDT).

She said the model had incorporated

lessons from several other systems that
have been tested around the world.

"The idea is to keep control of supply so that

it doesn't prosper rapidly," Obradovic
said.In the United States, the legalisation
of cannabis in many states has created "a
situation of overproduction, particularly
in California and Oregon, where
production exceeds local demand by five
to six times", she said.Nonetheless, all
countries that have legalised cannabis
have seen some level of decline in black

Mennenga,

For Nikolaos Katsaras,

highlights: Celebrating India's achievements

NEW DELHI . The inaugural
Oxford India Forum event, held on
June 15 at the University of Oxford,
celebrated India’s achievements and
innovations, uniting distinguished
leaders, industry experts, and
students under one platform.

The forum, envisioned to be the largest
of its kind at a European university,
aims to spotlight India's burgeoning
advancements across various sectors.

This year's event served as a pivotal
avenue for thought leadership,
fostering insightful discussions on
India’s economic trajectory,
sustainable development,
technological innovations, and global
partnerships.Founder and Chairperson
Sidharth Sethi highlighted the forum’s
mission, stating, "The Oxford India
Forum is committed to showcasing
India’s dynamic growth story and
facilitating meaningful dialogue
among global leaders, experts, and
aspiring students.”’he event featured

FATF lauds India’s efforts to curb money laundering

NEW DELHI. India has received high

praise from the Financial Action Task The Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

Force (FATF) for its exceptional
performance in the Mutual Evaluation
conducted during 2023-24.The
recently adopted Mutual Evaluation
Report of India at the Financial Action
Task Force plenary in Singapore
positions the nation in the ‘regular
follow-up’ category, a distinction
shared by only four other G20
countries, as per the finance ministry.
This recognition underscores India’s
commitment to combating money
laundering (ML) and terrorist
financing (TF). the Financial Action
Task Force specifically acknowledged
India’s proactive measures in money
laundering and terrorist financing
risks, including addressing the
laundering of proceeds from
corruption, fraud, and organized crime.
India’s successful transition from a
cash-based economy to a digital one,
aimed at reducing money laundering
and terrorist financing risks, also

Key highlights from Oxford India Forum
Jayant Sinha, MP (Lok Sabha) and

"We need it because of climate change.

According to a finance ministry press

forward. net zero development
should be the path forward for
India."In his presentation, Sinha
outlined four fundamental pillars
of the 'met zero' development
model: renewable energy, electric
4 vehicles, scaling up biofuels and
i green hydrogen, and integrating
with the global carbon market.
Mohandas Pai, chairman of Aarin
Capital and former CFO of
Infosys, explored "India's Economic
Trajectory: India, A Startup Nation” . He
highlighted India's dynamic economic
trajectory, driven by its young and
Chairperson, Parliamentary Standing innovative population.
Committee on Finance, delivered a ""We see huge growth happening in this
compelling talk on "Net Zero is Net ~country, and we're empowering
Positive."He said India must adopt a  problem solvers," Pai said, predicting
'met zero' development model to thatthemostexciting growthinthe next
achieve robust economic growth, fiveyearswilloccurinIndia.
leveraging the opportunities presented Rohan Murty, Founder and CTO of

by climate change and global warming. ~ Soroco, delved into the topic of
"Harnessing Al for Sustainable

Development in India." . /

keynote addresses and panel
discussions by esteemed guests who
shared their expertise and insights.

And for India as well. This is the path

ratings will lead to better access to
global financial markets and
institutions and increase investor
confidence. It will also help in the
global expansion of the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI), India’s fast
payment system,” the ministry said.
According to the ministry press
statement, Indian government since
2014 has implemented a series of
legislative changes and intensified
enforcement actions to combat money
laundering, terrorist financing, and
black money.The Indian authorities
have successfully disrupted terror
funding networks using actionable
intelligence inputs, leading to
significant reductions in the flow of
terror financing, black money, and
narcotics, even along coastal areas.
‘Recognition underscores India’s
commitment’This recognition
underscores India’s commitment to
combating money laundering (ML)
and terror financing (TF). FATF
recognises.

received commendation.

is an intergovernmental organisation
established in 1989 as the international
watchdog to combat money
laundering, terrorist financing, and
other related threats to the integrity of
the international financial system.
India became a member of the
Financial Action Task Force in 2010.

statement, the implementation of the
JAM (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile)
Trinity, coupled with stringent
regulations on cash transactions, has
not only boosted financial inclusion
and digital transactions but has also
made transactions more traceable,
thereby effectively mitigating ML/TF
risks while enhancing financial
inclusion.“India’s performance on the
the Financial Action Task Force Mutual
Evaluation holds major advantages for
country’s growing economy, as it
demonstrates the overall stability and
integrity of the financial system. Good

market sales.In Canada, around 75
percent of cannabis users now buy
through legal channels, compared with
just 40 percent in 2018, the year the drug
was legalised, according to the OFDT.

at Mariana Cannabis,
acknowledged that in Germany, "The
black market is in control and it's getting
worse".Bluetezeit, a Berlin-based start-
up specialising in cannabis products,
hopes that Germany will eventually
authorise the sale of the drug in
pharmacies or licensed shops.

head of the
company, only a competitive and
lucrative legal market can compete with a
black market that has been established for
years.In the meantime, Bluetezeit has
already built up an online community of
10,000 members.The company plans to
develop cannabis clubs while also selling
cannabis products online and offering
consultations for people who want to use
the drug for medical purposes.Katsaras
said he aimed to "take the pulse of the
market" in deciding the right direction for
the company.

Sebi proposes mandatory

disclosure of risk-

adjusted returns for

mutual funds

MUMBALI: To help investors make informed
investment decisions and also to limit the scope
for mis-selling, the markets regulator Securities
and Exchange Board (Sebi) wants mutual funds
to mandatorily disclose the risk-adjusted return
from their scheme portfolio along with the return
of a fund scheme.Risk-adjusted return (RAR) of
a scheme represents a more holistic measure of
the scheme's performance as it quantifies the
amount of return generated by a mutual fund
scheme for each unit of risk taken to achieve that
return. The extant regulations do not mandate the
disclosure of RAR along with the returns of an
MF scheme. Further, there is no uniform practice

i

followed by asset management companies
(AMCs) regarding disclosure of RAR of their
scheme.The return on investment is a major
factor attracting investors to invest in any mutual
fund scheme and is highlighted by fund houses
while marketing respective schemes.

The suggestion comes in a consultation paper
issued Friday. Sebi has sought comments from
the public till July 19 on these proposals.

“Considering the significance of volatility of
performance in determining the suitability of
fund schemes, it is desirable that the RAR of the
scheme is disclosed along with disclosure of its
scheme performance,”
consultation paper."Information ratio (IR) is an
established financial ratio to measure the RAR of
a scheme portfolio. It is often used as a measure
of a portfolio manager's level of skill and ability
to generate excess returns relative to a
benchmark, and it also attempts to identify the
consistency of the performance by incorporating
a tracking error or standard deviation component
into the calculation," the paper said.

To bring uniformity across different funds, Sebi
has also proposed a methodology for the
calculation of the information ratio for different
categories of mutual fund schemes.

Sebi said in its

FATF adopts Mutual Evaluation Report
of India in ifs June 2024plenury

The Mutual Evaluation Report
of India, adopted at the FATF
plenary held in Singapore
between June 26 and June
28, placed India in the
'reqular follow-up' category.

New Delhi. India achieved an outstanding
outcome in the Mutual Evaluation
conducted during 2023-24 by the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).The
Mutual Evaluation Report of India, which
was adopted at the FATF plenary held in
Singapore between June 26 and June 28,
2024, placed India in the ‘regular follow-
up’ category, a distinction shared by only
four other G20 countries. This marks a
significant milestone in the nation’s
efforts to combat money laundering (ML)
and terrorist financing (TF).Risks arising
from ML/TF, including the laundering of

proceeds from corruption, fraud, and
organised crime were mitigated.
Effective measures were implemented
by India to transition from a cash-based
to a digital economy to reduce ML/TF &
risks.Implementation of the JAM (Jan %
Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile) Trinity, along
with stringent regulations on cash
transactions, has led to a significant

increase in financial inclusion and digital

transactions. These measures have made
thereby
mitigating ML/TF risks and enhancing
financial inclusion.India’s performance
on the FATF Mutual Evaluation accrues
significant advantages to the country's
growing economy, as it demonstrates the
overall stability and integrity of the
financial system.Good ratings will lead to
better access to global financial markets
and institutions and increase investor
confidence. It will also help in the global
expansion of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), India’s fast payment
system.This recognition from the FATF is

transactions more traceable,

a testament to the rigorous and effective
measures implemented by India over the
last 10 years to safeguard its financial
system from ML/TF threats.It
underscores the country’s commitment to
international standards and its proactive
stance in the global fight against financial

crimes. This sets a benchmark for
countries in the region to effectively
implement international standards on
terrorist financing. India’s excellent
rating will enhance the capacity of the
country to lead the global effort on
countering cross-border terror financing
and money laundering.Since 2014, the
government has enacted a series of

legislative changes and bolstered
enforcement efforts to tackle ML, TF,
and black money. This multipronged
strategy brought these measures in
line with international standards and
demonstrably proved to be effective,
yielding positive results.Indian
authorities have had success in
dismantling the terror funding
network using actionable intelligence
inputs. These operations have stemmed
the flow of terror funding, black money,
and narcotics, even along the
coastline.Over a two-year period, the
Department of Revenue (DoR)
spearheaded India's engagement with
FATF during the mutual evaluation
process.This success was driven by the
exceptional efforts and invaluable
contribution of a diverse,
multidisciplinary team comprising
representatives from various ministries,
the National Security Council Secretariat
(NSCS), state authorities, the judiciary,
financial sector regulators.
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Three hours of rain submerges Delhi. Who is to blame?

Desilting of
Delhi's
drainage
system was

not done
before the
rains,

leading to silt

blockages
and

waterlogging
on the roads.

New Delhi: The BJP and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) engaged in a blame game as several
parts of Delhi got flooded after receiving three
hours of rainfall.Following Friday's
downpour, the second highest for a single day
in June in 88 years, several roads,
underpasses, and tunnels got submerged,
causing long traffic jams.This is not the first
time Delhi has witnessed such a scenario with
the onset of the monsoon. Scenes of
submerged cars, buses, and homes have
become common.

Yet, the question remains: What are the reasons
behind Delhi's plight after rain?

WHAT BJPSAYS

Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor attacked Mayor Dr Shelly Oberoi and
AAP leader Jasmine Shah for their excuses
following severe waterlogging in Delhi after
the first heavy rain of the monsoon.Kapoor
highlighted that despite prior warnings from
the weather department, the Mayor's claims of
preparedness proved false as water pumps
failed at key locations.He demanded
accountability for the inadequate preparations
and asked why measures to prevent
waterlogging during the monsoon were
insufficient.

WHAT CONGRESS SAYS

Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee president

Devender Yadav blamed the AAP

government's handling of water management
and desilting following heavy monsoon rains.
Yadav called for an investigation into the
alleged massive corruption in the desilting
process. Highlighting the incompetence of
both the AAP and the BJP governments
(Centre), Yadav pointed out that key areas,
including the Delhi airport, railway stations,
and residential colonies were submerged.He
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also flagged the irony of Delhi Water Minister
Atishi's residence being waterlogged despite
her demands for more water from Haryana
amid a water shortage in the national capital.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

Municipal corporations and Delhi government

Local bodies like the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) and other civic agencies are
primarily responsible for maintaining the
city's drainage and sewer systems.Desilting of

Delhi's drainage system was not done before
the rains, leading to silt blockages and
waterlogging on the roads.The Delhi
government bears significant responsibility
due to several factors.Improper urban
planning and failure to incorporate effective
drainage solutions lead to waterlogging.
Illegal construction and encroachments on
natural drainage channels exacerbate the
problem.The city's outdated drainage
infrastructure, coupled with neglect of regular
desilting and maintenance, results in frequent
blockages. Poor coordination between
various municipal bodies and state agencies
leads to fragmented responses, and
inadequate preparation for heavy rainfall
events worsens the situation. Additionally, the
reduction of urban green spaces and
mismanagement of natural water bodies
hinder rainwater absorption.Regulatory gaps,
insufficient policy enforcement, and delays in
pre-monsoon desilting further contribute to
the issue.To address these challenges, the
government needs to invest in modernising
drainage infrastructure, enforce regular
maintenance schedules, incorporate
sustainable urban planning practices, improve
inter-agency coordination, and involve
citizens in maintaining cleanliness and
preventing encroachments.

Potholes On Ram Path,
Leakage In Ayodhya
Temple: Yogi
Adityanath Cracks Whip

New Delhi: Six months after the grand opening of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya, the first round of showers has
caused heavy waterlogging in the temple town raising
questions over its swift and massive infrastructure
overhaul. The newly built Ram Path road in Ayodhya -
which leads to the Ram Temple - has suffered several
cave-ins since seasonal rain hit the temple town.After
potholes came up on the 14-km stretch, authorities said
they immediately got the road repaired to avoid any
inconvenience for the devotees. The Yogi Adityanath
government has suspended six civic officials over
"gross negligence," officials said.

Ayodhya mayor Girish Pati Tripathi said that efforts to
flush out the rainwater were launched soon after the
waterlogging was reported.Leakage was also reported
at the temple after heavy rain at midnight last Saturday.
The Chief Priest of the Ram Temple, had on Monday
claimed that rainwater that was leaking from the roof of
the temple was collecting inside the complex. He also
claimed that there was no arrangement to flush out the
rainwater from the temple premises.Rejecting the
leakage claims, Champat Rai, General Secretary of the
Temple Trust, however, said "not a single drop of water"
dripped from the roof, nor had water entered the
Sanctum Sanctorum or 'Garbha Griha'.from anywhere.
He also said that "excellent arrangements" have been
made at the temple to drain rainwater.Mr Rai said that
while itappeared that water was leaking from the roof, it
was in fact coming from a conduit pipe due to ongoing
construction work on the first floor of the
temple.Nripendra Misra, chairman of the Ram Temple
Construction Committee, had earlier said that the
alleged water leakage at the Ram Mandir.

Tinder Date Gone Wrong: Man
Scammed To Pay ? 1.2 Lakh
Bill At Delhi Café

New Delhi: When a civil service aspirant right-swiped on
a dating app, he had no idea he was walking into a
sinister plot carefully planned to scam men looking for
love.On Sunday, the victim, not named by the police,
reached the Black Mirror Cafe in East Delhi's Vikas
Marg area to celebrate the birthday of Versha, a woman
he had recently matched with on "Tinder".t the cafe, the
two ordered some snacks, two cakes, and four shots of a
non-alcoholic beverage.

The "date" was going quite well until Versha had to rush
out due to a family emergency.As the man finished the
food and called for the check, the bill stunned him - he
owed the cafe an obscene ? 1,21,917.70 for food that
should not cost more than a few thousand.The victim
promptly disputed the bill but he was threatened,
confined, and forced to pay. The man ended up
transferring the amount online to one of the cafe's
owners - 32-year-old Akshay Pahwa. Mr Pahwa is a
resident of Shahdara in East Delhi and has studied till
Class 10.0Once out of th cafe, he went straight to the cops
and filed a case.The police set out to probe the case and
a four-member team led by Inspector Sanjay Gupta was
formed. Soon, Mr Pahwa was in the police's custody.

During the investigation, he told the police that the Black
Mirror cafe is owned by him, Ansh Grover, and Vansh
Pahwa. Akshay and Vansh are cousins, while Ansh is
their friend. The cafe employs several "table
managers", including one man named Aryan; and these
"table managers" are managed by one Digranshu, he
said. Aryan is a Class 7 dropout and is currently
unemployed.

Mr Pahwa also gave up Versha - 25-year-old Afsan
Parveen, who also goes by the names Ayesha and Noor.
When the cops tracked her down, Ms Parveen was at
another cafe on a "date" with a man from Mumbai she
had met on Shaadi.com.Ms Parveen revealed their
modus operandi to the police.

Aryan had reached out to the victim and communicated
with him posing as Versha. He shared Ms Parveen's
photo in the one-time view mode and invited him to
Laxmi Nagar on June 23 to celebrate her birthday.

NEET row: CBI arrests journalist from
Jharkhand, conducts searches in Gujarat

New Delhi: Amid the ongoing
investigations into the alleged
irregularities in the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) exam, sources with the
Central Bureau of
Investigation on Saturday said
a journalist was arrested in
connection with the case.The
scribe was identified as
Jamaluddin.The arrest was
made from Hazaribagh in
Jharkhand.Meanwhile,
searches by the CBI were
underway at seven locations,
including Godhra, Kheda,
Anand, and Ahmedabad in
Gujarat.

On June 27, the CBI made its first
arrests in the NEET-UG paper leak
case in Bihar.Two individuals,
identified as Manish Prakash and
Ashutosh, were arrested from

Patna.Manish Prakash, with the help
of Ashutosh, had allegedly
accommodated candidates at a boys'
hostel, associated with the Learn
Play School in Bihar's Patna on May

4, a day before the NEET exam
where they were given leaked papers
and answer keys, sources said.On
June 28, the CBI arrested the
principal and vice principal of Oasis

School in Jharkhand's Hazaribagh in

connection with the NEET-UG paper

leak case, officials said.The CBI is

investigating six cases related to the

NEET paper leak. Of the six cases,
one each is being
investigated from Bihar,
Gujarat, and Mabharashtra,
while three are from
Rajasthan.

NEET-UG 2024, conducted by
the National Testing Agency
(NTA), took place at 4,750
centres in 571 cities in which
more than 24 lakh candidates
appeared. The results were
declared on June 4.However,
immediately after the results

were announced, students raised

allegations of irregularities when 67

students achieved top scores, amidst

claims of question paper leaks in

Bihar.

"Nation Stands With Their Families'": Defence
Minister As 5 Soldiers Die In Tank Accident

New Delhi: Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh expressed sadness on Saturday
over the deaths of five Indian Army
soldiers after a Tank met with an
accident while getting across a river in
Ladakh on Friday"Deeply saddened at
the loss of lives of five of our brave
Indian Army soldiers in an unfortunate
accident while getting across a river in
Ladakh in a tank. We will never forget
the exemplary service of our gallant
soldiers to the nation," Rajnath Singh
said in a post on X."My heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved families.
The nation stands firm with them
during this hour of grief," he added.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge
said he was deeply distressed by the
news of the accident and the loss of
lives."Deeply distressed at the loss of
lives of 5 Indian Army bravehearts,
including a JCO, while getting a T-72
tank across a river in Ladakh. Our
heartfelt condolences to the families of

the Army personnel who fell victim to
this painful tragedy. In this hour of
grief, the nation stands together in
saluting the exemplary service of our

valiant soldiers," he posted on
X.Arunachal CM Pema Khandu also
expressed his condolences on the
incidentDeeply disturbed to learn that a
T-72 tank with five soldiers has been
swept away by flash floods near the
Line of Actual Control in the Nyoma-

Chusul area of Ladakh. Praying for the
safety and well-being of our brave
soldiers," he posted on X.Earlier, five
Indian Army soldiers, including one
Junior Commissioned Officer and
four jawans, lost their lives when an
Army Tank met with an accident in the
Daulat Beg Oldie area in Ladakh on
Friday evening. All five bodies have
been recovered, defence officials said
on Saturday.

The T-72 tank which the Army
personnel were operating met with an
accident during a river crossing
exercise. The mishap took place on
Friday due to a sudden increase in
water levels, said defence

officials."There were five soldiers in
the tank at the time of the incident,
including one Junior Commissioner
Officer and four Jawans. One person
has been located while the search for
others is still going on," defence
officials said in an initial confirmation.

5 Army personnel dead in Ladakh

flash floods during tank exercise

New Delhi: Five soldiers of the Indian Army died
after they were swept away in flash floods while
their tank was crossing a river in the Daulat Beg
Oldie area of eastern Ladakh. The area is near the
Line of Actual Control with China.The incident
happened when four jawans and one junior
commissioned officer (JCO) were crossing a
river in the Nyoma-Chushul area in a T-72 tank as
part of a drill.However, there was a sudden
increase in the water levels and the tank sank due
to its impact, PTIreported.

Five Indian Army soldiers, including one junior
commissioned officer (JCO) and four jawans, lost
their lives in a mishap during a river crossing
exercise last evening in Daulat Beg Oldie area.
All five bodies have been recovered," Defence
officials said.Reacting to the incident, Defence
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Minister Rajnath Singh said he was deeply
saddened at the loss of lives of five Army
personnel."We will never forget the exemplary
service of our gallant soldiers to the nation. My
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families.
The nation stands firm with them during this hour
of grief," Singh tweeted.

Congress leader and Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, also expressed his
condolences."The news of the martyrdom of five
Indian Army soldiers in an accident during a
military exercise of tank crossing a river in
Ladakh is extremely sad. I pay my humble tribute
to all the martyred soldiers and express my
deepest condolences to the bereaved families. We
stand with them in this hour of grief. The country
will always remember their dedication, service
and sacrifice." he wrote on X.Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge also offered his condolences
to the families of the Army personnel, calling it a
"painful tragedy"."Deeply distressed at the loss
oflives of 5 Indian Army bravehearts, including a
JCO, while getting a T-72 tank across a river in
Ladakh," Kharge tweeted.Parts of Ladakh and
Himachal Pradesh have been receiving heavy
rainfall in the past couple of days. On Friday,
landslides were reported in Shimla, Kullu and
Kinnaur districts.

Centre Unveils 3 New Initiatives To
Bolster Healthcare Services

NQAS for Integrated
Public Health

Laboratories (IPHL) will

improve the quality and

competence of

management and testing

systems, which will
positively impact the

reliability of test results.

New Delhi:

In another bid to ensure

Arogya Mandirs (AAM); a new
dashboard which will help health
institutions in quickly monitoring

compliance with respect to
Indian Public Health
Standards (IPHS); and a spot
food licence and registration
initiative for food
vendors.Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare,
Prataprao Ganpatrao Jadhav,
said the government has
established over 1.73 lakh
AAMs, doubled the number
of medical colleges since

2014, increased the number of = ;g

AIIMS from seven to 23 and
more than doubled the number

healthcare for all, the government has
unveiled three new initiatives which will
play a major role in improving the quality
services
country.These initiatives include virtual
National Quality Assurance Standards
(NQAS) assessment for Ayushman

of healthcare

of PG and MBS seats since
2014."The government is

in the

committed to strengthening the healthcare
system with more skilled human
resources and quality infrastructure that
can tackle both present and future medical
challenges", the minister noted.Minister

Business in India".

"will lead to improvement in providing
quality of healthcare in public health
facilities while the launch of the spot food
licence will enhance the Ease of Doing

of State for Health and Family Welfare, NQAS for Integrated Public Health
Anupriya Patel, said that the launch of the
virtual NQAS assessment and dashboard

Laboratories (IPHL) will improve the

quality and competence of management
- and testing systems, which
will positively impact the
reliability of test results.The
launch of the spot food
licence initiative is a ground-
breaking new functionality
for the instant issuance of
licences and registrations
through the Food Safety and
Compliance System
(FoSCoS).

FoSCoS is a pan-India IT
platform designed to address
all food safety regulatory

- needs.Minister Patel said the

government is working hard
on building a robust and quality
healthcare infrastructure by 2047, in
accordance with Prime Minister,

Narendra Modi's vision.
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Four dead, several injured after van NO SIOWdown in

crashes into New York nail salon

World A minivan ploughed into a nail salon in New
York's Long Island, killing four people and leaving 10
others seriously injured, The Associated Press
reported.

The vehicle smashed through the Hawaii Nail and Spa
store in Deer Park and came to a halt at the back of the
salon, trapping several customers.

he impact of the crash was so much that the entire glass
entryway was shattered, and the ceiling was ripped
down, the New York Post reported.The trapped
customers were eventually rescued by Deer Park fire
department personnel after cutting through rubble.
One person had to be airlifted by a helicopter to the
hospital.More than 150 firefighters and emergency
workers were deployed for rescue operations."There
were people trapped, and we extricated them and
transported everyone to area hospitals... It's horrible.
It's horrible. It can be tough for the community," Deer
Park fire department's assistant chief Dominic
Albanese told reporters.The driver of the minivan was
found in a semi-conscious state and has been admitted
to a hospital. The police said it was not immediately
clear whether the crash was accidental or intentional,
AP reported. The case is being investigated by
detectives of the Suffolk County Police Department.

Eyewitnesses said the driver was swerving around cars
before losing control and smashing into the nail salon.

US Supreme Court raises legal bar
for obstruction charges in 2021
Capitol attack

Washington. The US Supreme Court raised the legal
bar on Friday for prosecutors pursuing obstruction
charges in the federal election subversion case
against Donald Trump and defendants involved in
the January 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol.

The justices ruled 6-3 to throw out a lower court's
decision that had allowed a charge of corruptly
obstructing an official proceeding - congressional
certification of President Joe Biden's 2020 victory
over Trump that the rioters tried to block - against
defendant Joseph Fischer, a former police officer.

The court, in the decision authored by Chief Justice
John Roberts, took a narrow view of the obstruction
statute, saying that prosecutors must show that a
defendant "impaired the availability or integrity" of
documents or other records related to an official
proceeding - or attempted to do so.Roberts was
joined by fellow conservative Justices Clarence
Thomas, Samuel Alito, Neil Gorsuch and Brett
Kavanaugh, as well as liberal Justice Ketanji Brown
Jackson.Roberts rejected the Justice Department's
more expansive reading of what constitutes
obstruction, calling it "a novel interpretation (that)
would criminalise a broad swath of prosaic conduct,
exposing activists and lobbyists alike to decades in
prison".Conservative Justice Amy Coney Barrett
wrote a dissent, joined by liberal Justices Sonia
Sotomayor and Elena Kagan.Fischer had challenged
the obstruction charge, which federal prosecutors
brought against him and hundreds of others -
including Trump - in January 6-related cases.

The lower court was directed to reconsider the matter
in light of Friday's ruling. The ruling was a potential
boost for Trump, the Republican candidate
challenging Biden, a Democrat, in the November 5
US election.

Iran seesawing vote results put
race between reformist Masoud
Pezeshkian and hard-liner Saeed
Jalili

DUBALI. Early, seesawing results released Saturday in
Iran’s presidential election put the race between
reformist Masoud Pezeshkian and hard-liner Saeed
Jalili, with the lead trading between the two men while a
runoff vote appeared likely. The early results, reported
by Iranian state television, did not initially put either
man in a position to win Friday's election outright,
potentially setting the stage for a runoff election to
replace the late hard-line President Ebrahim Raisi.It
also did not offer any turnout figures for the race yet —
a crucial component of whether Iran's electorate backs
its Shiite theocracy after years of economic turmoil and
mass protests.After counting over 12 million votes,
Pezeshkian had over 5 million while Jalili held 4.8
million.Another candidate, hard-line speaker of the
parliament Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, had some 1.6
million votes. Shiite cleric Mostafa Pourmohammadi
had more than 95,000 votes.

Voters faced a choice between the three hard-line
candidates and the little-known reformist Pezeshkian, a
heart surgeon. As has been the case since the 1979
Islamic Revolution, women and those calling for
radical change have been barred from running, while
the vote itself will have no oversight from
internationally recognized monitors.The voting came
as wider tensions have gripped the Middle East over the
Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.In April, Iran
launched its first-ever direct attack on Israel over the
war in Gaza, while militia groups that Tehran arms in
the region — such as the Lebanese Hezbollah and
Yemen’s Houthi rebels — are engaged in the fighting
and have escalated their attacks.Meanwhile, Iran
continues to enrich uranium at near weapons-grade
levels and maintains a stockpile large enough to build
— should it choose to do so— several nuclear weapons.

There had been calls for a boycott, including from
imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges
Mohammadi. Mir Hossein Mousavi, one of the leaders
of the 2009 Green Movement protests who remains in
house arrest, also has refused to vote with his wife, his
daughter said.There’s also been criticism that
Pezeshkian represents just another government-
approved candidate. One woman in a documentary on
Pezeshkian aired by state TV said her generation was
“moving toward the same level” of animosity with the
government that Pezeshkian’s generation had in the
1979 revolution.
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US aid for Israel, thousands

of 2,000-pound bombs sent: Report

Washington The Biden administration has

sent to [srael large numbers of munitions,
including more than 10,000 highly
destructive 2,000-pound bombs and
thousands of Hellfire missiles, since the
start of the war in Gaza, said two US
officials briefed on an updated list of
weapons shipments.Between the war's
start last October and recent days, the
United States has transferred at least
14,000 of the MK-84 2,000-pound bombs,
6,500 500-pound bombs, 3,000 Hellfire
precision-guided air-to-ground missiles,
1,000 bunker-buster bombs, 2,600 air-
dropped small-diameter bombs, and other
munitions, according to the officials, who
were not authorised to speak
publicly.While the officials didn't give a
timeline for the shipments, the totals
suggest there has been no significant
drop-offin US military support for its ally,
despite international calls to limit
weapons supplies and a recent
administration decision to pause a
shipment of powerful bombs.Experts said
the contents of the shipments appear
consistent with what Israel would need to
replenish supplies used in this eight-

month intense military campaign in Gaza,
which it launched after the Oct. 7 attack
by Palestinian Hamas militants who
killed 1,200 people and took 250 others
hostage, according to Israeli tallies.
"While these numbers could be expended
relatively quickly in a major conflict, this
list clearly reflects a substantial level of
support from the United States for our
Israeli allies,"” said Tom Karako, a
weapons expert at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies, adding that the
listed munitions were the type Israel
would use in its fight against Hamas or in
a potential conflict with Hezbollah.The
delivery numbers, which have not been
previously reported, provide the most up-
to-date and extensive tally of munitions
shipped to Israel since the Gaza war
began.Israel and Iran-backed Hezbollah
have been trading fire since the start of the
Gazawar, and concern is rising that an all-
out war could break out between the two
sides.The White House declined to
comment. Israel's Embassy in
Washington did not immediately respond
to a request for comment.The shipments
are part of a bigger list of weapons sent to
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Israel since the Gaza conflict began, one
of the US officials said. A senior Biden
administration official on Wednesday
told reporters that Washington has since
Oct. 7 sent $6.5 billion worth of security
assistance to Israel.sraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in recent weeks
claimed that Washington was
withholding weapons, a suggestion US
officials have repeatedly denied even
though they acknowledged some
"bottlenecks".The Biden administration
has paused one shipment of the 2,000-
pound bomb, citing concern over the
impact it could have in densely populated
areas in Gaza, but US officials insist that
all other arms deliveries continue as

normal. One 2,000-pound bomb can rip
through thick concrete and metal,
creating a wide blast radius.Reuters
reported on Thursday that the United
States is discussing with Israel the release
of a shipment of large bombs that was
suspended in May over worries about the
military operation in Rafah.International
scrutiny of Israel's military operation in
Gaza has intensified as the Palestinian
death toll from the war has exceeded
37,000, according to the Gaza health
ministry, and has left the coastal enclave
in ruins.Washington gives $3.8 billion in
annual military assistance to its longtime
ally. While Biden has warned that he
would place conditions on military aid if
Israel fails to protect civilians and allow
more humanitarian aid into Gaza, he has
not done so beyond delaying the May
shipment.Biden's support for Israel in its
war against Hamas has emerged as a
political liability, particularly among
young Democrats, as he runs for re-
election this year. It fuelled a wave of
"uncommitted" protest votes in primaries
and has driven pro-Palestinian protests at
US universities.

Citing US Supreme Court ruling, Trump

demands freeing of Capitol attack 'hostages

Chesapeake, Virginia, Donald Trump

said on Friday (local time) that his
supporters prosecuted for their actions
in the January 6,2021, attack on the US
Capitol should be freed, citing a
Supreme Court ruling in favour of a
man who challenged an obstruction
charge related to the riot, a charge
Trump also faces.Speaking at a
campaign rally in Virginia, the former
president pointed to Friday's ruling,
which raised the legal bar for
prosecutors pursuing obstruction
charges in the federal election
subversion case against Trump and
defendants involved in the attack."Free
the January 6 hostages now. They
should free them now for what they
have gone through" Trump said, as the
crowd cheered."They've been waiting
for this decision for a long time,"
Trump added. Trump is the Republican

candidate challenging Democratic
President Joe Biden in the November 5
US election. The Supreme Court ruled
6-3 to throw out a lower court's
decision that had allowed a charge of
corruptly obstructing an official
proceeding - the congressional
certification of Biden's 2020 victory
over Trump that the rioters sought to
prevent - against defendant Joseph
Fischer, a former police officer. The
justices directed the lower court to

reconsider the matter. The ruling was a
potential boost for Trump, who was hit
with two obstruction-related charges as
part of a four-count criminal
indictment in a case brought last year
by Special Counsel Jack Smith. Trump
has pleaded not guilty in the case."That
is a great thing for people that have
been so horribly treated,” Trump said
of the ruling. Trump has often valorised
his supporters convicted for their roles
in the attack on the Capitol, calling
them "patriots" and "warriors." Among
other crimes, some of them were
prosecuted for violence against police
officers.The Supreme Court on
Monday (July 1) is expected to issue its
ruling on Trump's claim of presidential
immunity from prosecution in the
election subversion case brought by the
special counsel. It is the final day of the
court's current term.

Barack Obama defends Joe Biden,

says 'bad debate nights happen’

World Former US President Barack

Obama on Friday (local time) backed
his Democrat colleague and President
Joe Biden following his subdued
performance at the first presidential
debate, which was marked by his
stumbles and loss of train of thought.
He said, although it was a "bad debate
night" for Biden, the stakes remained
high in the November 5 election.

Biden, 81, and his Republican rival,

Donald Trump, 78, are the oldest
candidates vying for the White House.
Voters have raised concerns about age
and mental health, particularly
Biden's.In a tweet, Obama, who served
as the President from 2008 to 2017,
said the election was a choice between
"someone who has fought for ordinary
folks his entire life and someone who
only cares about himself"."Bad debate
nights happen. Trust me, I know. But
this election is still a choice between
someone who has fought for ordinary

folks his entire life and someone who
only cares about himself. Between
someone who tells the truth, who

knows right from wrong and will give it
to the American people straight and
someone who lies through his teeth for
his own benefit. Last night didn’t
change that, and it’s why so much is at
stake in November," Obama
said.During Obama's eight-year tenure,
Biden served as the Vice
President.Biden's verbal stumbles and
occasionally meandering responses in

the debate on Thursday heightened
voter concerns that he might not be fit
to serve another four-year term and
prompted some of his fellow
Democrats to wonder whether they
could replace him as their candidate
for the presidential election.On the
other hand, Trump, who was the
President from 2017 to 2021, put
forward a series of falsehoods
throughout the debate, while the
focus afterwards was squarely on
Biden, especially among
Democrats.Despite a feeble debate
performance that dismayed his fellow
Democrats, Biden remained adamant,
saying he intended to defeat Trump.
The Democratic President, however,
gave no signs he would consider
dropping out of the race. Vice President
Kamala Harris admitted that while it
was a "slow start" for Biden at the
debate, she said at a rally in Las Vegas
that

Rishi Sunak condemns racist
slur from Reform campaigner:
It hurts, makes me angry

World British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak on
Friday condemned the use of a racist slur against
him by an anti-immigration Reform UK party
campaigner and said such remarks hurt him and
make him angry.The campaigner's remarks came
as the general election campaign in the United
Kingdom entered its final week.

Some other campaigners made racist, homophobic
and offensive comments in Clacton-on-Sea,
eastern England, where Reform UK leader Nigel
Farage is hoping to be elected as a Member of the
Parliament next Thursday.One canvasser was
heard using the racist slur about Sunak.

The supporter also described Islam as "the most
disgusting cult" and called for Muslims to be
kicked "out of mosques" and their places of
worship turned into pubs.Responding to the
remarks, Rishi Sunak said, "My two daughters

have to see and hear Reform people who
campaign for Nigel Farage calling me an effing
Paki. It hurts and it makes me angry.""I think he
has some questions to answer. And I don't repeat
those words lightly.""I do so deliberately because
this is too important not to call out clearly for
what it is," the British Prime Minister
said.Meanwhile, Farage, who campaigned as a
European parliamentarian for Britain to leave the
European Union and now wants a freeze on
immigration, called the campaigner's comments
a "complete and total set-up".He suggested the
canvasser, Andrew Parker, who was leafleting in
Clacton last week, may have been paid to act in
the video, possibly by opponents threatened by
the party's popularity.This was not the lone
incident of Reform UK candidates making
derogatory comments. Earlier, a string of such
candidates had been ditched or suspended over
allegations of offensive comments.

According to the anti-racism organisation Hope
Not Hate, Reform UK has had to withdraw 166
candidates since the beginning of the year, many
of whom have made racist or offensive remarks.

Eagles singer files lawsuit seeking
return of 'Hotel California’ lyric sheets

In his civil complaint filed in
Manhattan, Eagles co-founder
and singer Don Henley says
his handwritten notes and
song lyrics from the band's
hit 'Hotel California' album
were stolen.

New York. Eagles singer Don Henley filed
a lawsuit in New York on Friday seeking
the return of his handwritten notes and
song lyrics from the band’s hit “Hotel
California” album.The civil complaint
filed in Manhattan federal court comes
after prosecutors in March abruptly
dropped criminal charges midway
through a trial against three collectibles
experts accused of scheming to sell the
documents.The Eagles co-founder has
maintained the pages were stolen and had
vowed to pursue a lawsuit when the
criminal case was dropped against rare
books dealer Glenn Horowitz, former
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame curator Craig
Inciardi and rock memorabilia seller

Edward Kosinski.“Hotel
California,” released by the
Eagles in 1977, is the third-
biggest selling album of all time
inthe US.

“These 100 pages of personal
lyric sheets belong to Mr
Henley and his family, and he
has never authorized
defendants or anyone else to
peddle them for profit,” Daniel
Petrocelli, Henley’s lawyer,
said in an emailed statement
Friday.

According to the lawsuit, the
handwritten pages remain in the
custody of Manhattan District

biography and later sold
the handwritten sheets to
Horowitz. He, in turn,
sold them to Inciardi and
Kosinski, who started
putting some of the pages
up for auction in
2012.The criminal case
was abruptly dropped
after prosecutors agreed
that defense lawyers had
essentially been
blindsided by 6,000
pages of
communications
involving Henley and his
attorneys and
associates.Prosecutors

Attorney Alvin Bragg’s office,
which declined to comment Friday on the

Inciardi dismissed the legal action as
baseless, noting the criminal case was
dropped after it was determined that
Henley misled prosecutors by
withholding critical information.Don
Henley is desperate to rewrite history,”
Shawn Crowley, Kosinski’s lawyer, said
in an emailed statement. “We look
forward to litigating this case and
bringing a lawsuit against Henley to hold

him accountable for his repeated lies and
misuse of the justice system.”
litigation.Lawyers for Kosinski and Inciardi’s lawyer, Stacey Richman, saidina

separate statement that the lawsuit
attempts to “bully” and “perpetuate a
false narrative.”A lawyer for Horowitz,
who isn’t named as a defendant as he
doesn’t claim ownership of the materials,
didn’t respond to an email seeking
comment.During the trial, the men’s
lawyers argued that Henley gave the
lyrics pages decades ago to a writer who
worked on a never-published Eagles

and the defense said they received the
material only after Henley and his
lawyers made a last-minute decision to
waive their attorney-client privilege
shielding legal discussions.Judge Curtis
Farber, who presided over the nonjury
trial that opened in late February, said
witnesses and their lawyers used
attorney-client privilege “to obfuscate
and hide information that they believed
would be damaging” and that prosecutors
“were apparently manipulated.”
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120 World Cup 2024: Kris Srikkanth
likens Rohit Sharma to Kapil Dev
ahead of final

New Delhi. India have reached their third
successive ICC trophy final under the
leadership of Rohit Sharma. Sharma, who
took over from Virat Kohli in all formats of
the game, has helped India play a much more
aggressive brand of cricket, which has helped
India dominate all formats of the game.
Ahead of the final of the T20 World Cup
2024, former India batter Kris Srikkanth
compared Rohit Sharma to the legendary
Kapil Dev.Speaking on Star Sports on the eve
of the India vs South Africa game, Srikkanth
said that there are similarities between Rohit
Sharma and the Indian captain who won the
1983 World Cup, which is seen as a landmark
event in Indian cricket history.Srikkanth
hailed Rohit’s ability to lead from the front
and said that the India captain has walked the
talk in the ongoing ICC tournament.

“I don't like to compare eras and captains, but
just bring you a similarity between 1983
World Cup and this one. See in this World
Cup who's taking the lead as a leader? As a
leader, Rohit Sharma said 'Man, I'll take up
the lead. I'll start playing the risky shots. I
will take it up,' and he's played those fantastic
shots and some fantastic knocks. And then
everybody has been playing around him and
everybody has done well," Kris Srikkanth
said.Srikkanth felt that even the smaller
contributions from the Indian players have
been very important for the team in crunch
situations."As a team, you need everybody.
Maybe it could be Suryakumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant, it could be Hardik Pandya,
even 10-12 runs from Axar Patel,” Srikkanth
said.The former batter lauded Rohit for using
his resources right, especially in India’s
semi-final match against England. Srikkanth
felt that bringing in Axar Patel in the
powerplay and giving him two overs was a
masterful move from the Indian captain.

South Africa face Herculean task of shedding
'chokers' tag against flawless India

120 World Cup 2024: South Africa have
dominated India in tournament finals
over the years. But on current form,
India are in form, having also knocked
defending champions England out of

the competition.

New Delhi. South Africa's joy knew no
bounds after they defeated Afghanistan
under the floodlights on Thursday at the
Brian Lara Stadium. On the legendary Dale
Steyn's 41st birthday, the Proteas booked
their berth in the final of the T20 World Cup
2024. Bowling the opposition out for 56,
they chased down the target inside 10 overs
to go into the final of an ICC event for the
first time after 8 attempts since 1992. South
Africa also have a chance to shed the tag of
'chokers' that has blobbed their cricket over
the years.The Proteas are known for
crumbling under pressure in knockout
matches. However, until now, Aiden
Markram's men have been incredible.
Although they have found themselves in
precarious positions in their last 8 matches,
every other time, they found ways of pulling
themselves out. South Africa began with a
win over Sri Lanka, after which they

struggled against Bangladesh, Nepal and the
Netherlands. Thereafter, they defeated the
United States comfortably, after which they
again had to fight out of their skin against
England. In their must-win match against
West Indies, the Proteas almost made a meal
of a straightforward run-chase, but Marco

Jansen saved the day for them with a handy
cameo down the order.The win against the
Afghans would have boosted their
confidence. But beating India would need a
Herculean task for them as the Men in Blue
would go into the game after knocking
defending champions England out of the

What Virat Kohli needs to improve ahead of

competition.

South Africa's record against India in
finals

South Africa have a great record against
India in the finals of a limited-overs
tournament. Out of 6 matches, they
have won 4 times, while 2 matches did
not produce aresult. In fact, India have
not beaten South Africa in tournament
finals in the last 28 years.

IND vs SA final: Preview

The only time the Men in Blue beat the
Proteas was back in 1996 in the final of
the Titan Cup at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai. India won the
game by 35 runs after bowling the
Proteas out for 185 while defending
220. Anil Kumble won the Player of
the Match award for his figures of 8.2-
0-25-4 after getting the wickets of
Gary Kirsten, Jonty Rhodes, Pat
Symcox and Allan Donald.

E | F aaae " Come 2024, India have a great chance of

defying the odds. Rohit's men are in

the form of their life, having taken
down teams like Australia and England
without having to break a sweat. But they
also cannot afford to drop their guard given
South Africa's in-form players. Barbados is
expected to witness an absolute cracker. So,
fasten your seatbelts!

Rohit Sharma not captain, No
Kuldeep, Arshdeep: Cricket

S Australia's T20 World Cup XI

New Delhi. Cricket Australia have released

We have moved on from our

120 World Cup final SuniI Gavaskar explain

New Delhi. Sunil Gavaskar has asked body balance and he misses the ball.

¢ 9

defeat in Ahmedabad: Rahul
Dravid

BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS). It's not
easy being either India or South Africa on the
eve of a big final. While South Africa have
nothing to show in their ICC trophy cabinet
but for a ICC Knockout Trophy in 1998 that
most have forgotten, India's recent woes at
the crunch are well documented. But Rahul
Dravid, who played against the great South
African side of the 1990s and was a part of
Indian teams that lost big finals both as
captain and coach, feels there will be no
pressure of the past bothering the sides.

"I don't think teams carry the baggage of the
pastand know to move on from things. As we
moved on from our defeat in Ahmedabad
(against Australia in 2023), I am sure they
have moved on from history as well. As
players we understand that the other team
that reaches the final is there for a reason and
it has as much right to win as we have. As for
Saturday, we will play our best cricket and
hope the result falls on our side," Dravid said
just after India had notched up a brilliant
semifinal win against England.As much as
Dravid tries to brush it off, the discussions
around India's loss in the World Test
Championship final and the ODI World Cup
final keep cropping up. Asked whether India
will manage to cross the line this time,
Dravid smiled."I hope we do. It's good that
we have been consistent. Last year we have
been No. 1 in all three formats and showed a
lot of consistency. If we play well and the rub
of the green stays with us, we should be
there.

What is the prize money for T20
world cup 2024

NEW DELHI. India and South Africa are set
to face off in a thrilling encounter at the
Kensington Oval in Barbados on Saturday,
vying for the prestigious T20 World Cup
2024 championship.Fresh offa commanding
68-run triumph over the reigning champion,
England, India is determined to secure its
second T20 title. On the other hand, South
Africa finds itself in uncharted waters,
making its debut appearance in a T20 World
Cup final.The victorious team will be
rewarded with a substantial prize of $2.45
million, equivalent to Rs. 20.42 crore. The
runner-up, while falling short of the ultimate
goal, will still receive a commendable sum of
$1.28 million, or Rs. 10.67 crore, which is
halfthe amount awarded to the champion.

England and Afghanistan, the unfortunate
semi finalists, will each collect $787,500,
translating to Rs 6.56 crore. The ICC has
allocated an unprecedented total prize pool
of $11.25 million, or Rs. 93.80 crore, for this
edition of the T20 World Cup.

Teams that were eliminated in the second
round will receive $382,500 each, orRs. 3.18
crore, while those placing between ninth and
12th will earn $247,500 each, or Rs. 2.06
crore. The remaining teams, ranked from
13th to 20th, will be awarded $225,000, or
Rs. 1.87 crore.Moreover, each team will
receive an additional $31,154 (Rs. 26 lakh)
for every match won, excluding the semi
finals and finals.

New Delhi.

Virat Kohli to keep his body balance
right while batting ahead of the all-
important T20 World Cup final
between India and South Africa in
Barbados on June 29, Saturday. Kohli
has struggled to be amongst the runs in
the ongoing edition as he has taken up
a selfless approach at the top of the
order. Following in the footsteps of
Rohit Sharma, the star batter has
looked to attack the ball from the get-
go, a departure from his usual style of
taking time and building an
innings. The approach hasn't worked out so
far as Kohil has scored just 75 runs in 7
matches. Speaking to India Today,
Gavaskar had some advice for the star batter
and asked him to play his shots with the
same body balance. The Indian legend feels
that Kohli starts to lose his balance as he is
trying to power the ball away.

IND vs SA final: Preview
Gavaskar pointed to the six Kohli hit off
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Reece Topley during the semi-final and
said how the body balance was perfect in
that case and helped the India star to bring
the bottom hand into play.

"As long as it ends in a win. It's a final and it

will be played on a better batting surface.
Like I keep saying, what Kohli has to do is
just play the shots that he plays with the
same body balance. When he is looking to
power the ball away, then he is losing his

So, all that needs to do is, that six he
hit (off Reece Topley). It was brilliant
balance and he just flicked the ball
with the bottom hand. That's all he
has to do," said Gavaskar.Gavaskar
also said when Kohli tries to move
around a lot, his head is shaking a lot
and it isn't helping him. Gavaskar
said Kohli needs to chill a bit and
look to play a longer innings in the
final.

- IND v SA, T20 World Cup Final:
Prediction

When he starts to move around, the head

shakes as well. And therefore, it is not
helping him. This is something you see in
slow-mo as well. All that he needs to do is
chill a bit and play that big hand and will
give India the big score," said Gavaskar.

Kohli will be a key player for the side in the

final and the likes of Rahul Dravid and
Rohit have backed the star batter to get back
into form.

From Mumbai to Kanpur: Fans unite to pray for
team India's victory i in T20 World Cup 2024

The fans have turned
devotees to pray for team India's
victory in the final of the T20 World
Cup 2024. From Mumbeai to Uttar
Pradesh, the fans are devising all
the ways possible to see the men in
blue lift the coveted ICC trophy
that has remained elusive since
2013. There has been a fervent
display of support from the Indian
fans across the country, who have
stood with the team through thick
and thin. The excitement is
palpable as India reach the summit
clash and are on the verge of
scripting history yet again.Fans in
Uttar Pradesh's Prayagraj
performed arti for team India and had kept
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli's posters. The
enthusiastic fans held the tricolour flag as
the priests performed pooja. Another fan
visited Siddhivinayak Temple to pray for

India's win and held a Rohit Sharma poster
in his hand for the arti. Many fans in Uttar
Pradesh's Kanpur also paid a visit to a temple
with team India's posters in their hands.
Hence, the josh among fans is high as they
gear up to cheer for team India in the final of

T20 World Cup 2024.India will
face South Africa in the final of the
T20 World Cup 2024 at the
Kensington Oval in Barbados on
June 29, Saturday. The Indian team
will look to end their title drought
as they reach their 3rd straight final
in an ICC event in the last year.
Both India and South Africa are
coming into the summit clash
maintaining an unbeaten run in the
tournament.

South Africa has won eight matches
on the trot and India has won seven
consecutive matches. The Proteas
put up a dominant performance

throughout the tournament to storm into the

final. This is the first time they will feature in
the final of @ World Cup event. Meanwhile,

India has suffered heartbreak in the last 2

finals of an ICC event and will look to cross

the final hurdle.

their combined XI for this year's T20 World
Cup 2024 and there are a few surprises in the
lineup. While Rohit Sharma in the lineup, he
isn't the captain of the side, while Arshdeep
Singh and Kuldeep Yadav have failed to find
a space in the team. Rohit, Hardik and
Jasprit Bumrah are the only Indians in the
lineup.As expected, the Indian captain is at
the top of the order and opening alongside
him is Travis Head, who recently became the
No.1 T20I batter in the world. Instead of
Rishabh Pant, Nicholas Pooran was given
the job as the No.3 batter and as the
wicketkeeper of the side. Aaron Jones, who
was one of the stars for USA in the World
Cup, comes in at No.4. Jones scored 162
runs in 6 matches, with his 94 in the opener
being the second-highest score in the T20
World Cup so far.Marcus Stoinis and Hardik
Pandya are in the side as the two main all-
rounders and at No.5 and No.6 respectively.
Hardik's life came a full circle during the
T20 World Cup, as he has scored 139 runs
and picked up 8 wickets during the 7
matches he has played. Rashid Khan was the
first main spinner of the team and was
selected by Cricket Australia to be the
captain of the side.Rashid masterminded
Afghanistan's incredible run in the T20
World Cup, which saw them defeat Australia
and New Zealand to reach the semi-finals
for the first time. Rashid picked up 14
wickets for Afghanistan in the tournament.
The other spinner in the team was Rishad
Hossain, who had edged past Kuldeep in the
lineup. Rishad had 14 wickets as compared
to Kuldeep's 10, but the Indian spinner
played just4 matches.

The pace lineup was led by Fazalhaq Farooqi,

who picked up 17 wickets during the
tournament, and India's Jasprit Bumrah.
Anrich Nortje rounded off the team while
Arshdeep didn't have a spot in the side. The
Indian pacer is second on the highest wicket-
takers list with 15 scalps to his name.

Cricket Australia's T20 World Cup X1
Rohit Sharma, Travis Head, Nicholas Pooran,

Aaron Jones, Marcus Stoinis, Hardik
Pandya, Rashid Khan (C), Rishad Hossain,
Anrich Nortje, Jasprit Bumrah and Fazalhaq
Farooqi.

120 World Cup 2024 Final: Why Rohit Sharma-
Rahul Dravid Jodi deserves a happy ending

New Delhi. It will be Rahul Dravid's last day in
the office as India coach. It will also probably
be Rohit Sharma's last day as India's captain
in T20I cricket when the Asian giants take on
South Africa in the final of the men's T20
World Cup in Barbados on Saturday, June 29.
Backed by a billion dreams, the superhit Jodi
is eyeing a happy ending. And it deserves one
too!Yes, in sport, nobody deserves anything.
Everything is won. Everything is earned. Yet,
it would be just if India's 11-year-wait for an
International Cricket Council (ICC) crown is
ended by the leadership group of Rohit and
Dravid. Joining hands in 2021, Rohit and
Dravid have been through a roller-coaster,
which has arguably seen Indian cricket
flourish and level up."I often talk about how
the process is more important than the result,
the result is just a by-product of the process.
Butin today's world, we are so focused on the
byproduct that we get away from the process.
So take care of the process, all the small
things and eventually you will get the desired
result. We often complain that we should
have gotten more as a result but actually, we
got whatever we had prepared for." These are
the words of the man who last led the Indian

cricketteam an an ICC title -- MS Dhoni.

Rohit Sharma and Rahul Dravid have taken

good care of the processes, especially after
the debacle of the 2022 T20 World Cup.
When Dravid took over as the head coach of
the team in 2021, he was looked at as a
messiah. It marked the end of an era in which
the white-ball team looked vulnerable and
lacked the air of invincibility that the team
run by the richest cricket board should've
had. The early exit in the T20 World Cup
2021 and the debacle of the 2019 semifinal
made it clear that Indian white-ball cricket
needed course correction.

THE CHANGE IN MINDSET
It was in their first series as captain and coach

that Rohit and Dravid showed glimpses of
what was to come. Rohit deviated from his
usual style of starting cautiously and then
accelerating toward the end. Rohit began in
fifth gear in a T20I series against New
Zealand in November 2021. The approach
showcased that India were willing to change,
and India was given the freedom to play
without the fear of failure.

Yes, the approach took time to become the

team's DNA. Captain Rohit Sharma took on
the onus of leading from the front. Unlike his

predecessors Virat Kohli and MS Dhoni,
Rohit took over as captain at the latter stage
of his cricket career. Unlike Rohit, Both
Dhoni and Kohli had the luxury of having
senior pros oversee the transition process.
Rohit did not have the opportunity to mould a
squad from scratch. He had relatively very
little team to produce results.Rohit decided
he would show the way. The prodigiously
talented batter was the personification of the
shift in attitude in the dressing room. Rohit
started to care less about milestones. He
wanted to take the slam-bang approach. In
117 T20Is before he first played under head
coach Rahul Dravid, Rohit had scored 3086

runs at a strike rate of 139.51 an average of

32.82. He hit4 hundreds and 24 fifties in the
said period. Since joining hands with coach
Dravid, Rohit has scored 1184 runs in 42
T20Is at a strike rate of 144.03 and an
average of 31.15. He has hit only one
hundred and 8 fifties.

Yes, the approach took time to perfect. Rohit
was guilty of throwing it away quite a few
times. There was constant outside noise,
and it showed in the way he froze in the
semifinal of the T20 World Cup in 2022 --
27 off 28 in a total of 168 which was chased
down with 10 wickets and four overs to

spare by England on a good batting strip in

Adelaide.

PERFECTINGTHE ART

Cut to 2023, Rohit Sharma was a different
beast in the ODI World Cup at home. He
scored 597 runs at a strike rate of 125 in ODI
cricket, taking down opposition bowlers and
instilling fear in their minds. Rohit stuck to
the guns even in the big final against

Australia. Yes, it did not come off but not

many would argue against the approach that

the India captain took on November 19. For a

brief while, when Rohit was pummelling the

Australian new ball bowlers in Ahmedabad,

we all dreamed, didn't we.
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Aryana
Glory

s Shares Glimpses From Her

§ Escapade Into The Wild

Bigg Boss Telugu 4 fame Ariyana Glory is one of internet’s favourites.
The influencer is known for her social media presence, where she
frequently shares her stunning looks and glimpses of her personal life.
In her recent post, the actress is seen relaxing amid nature. Ariyana
shared a series of images on Instagram, from a place best described as
an absolute heaven. In the first photo, she stands at the edge of a dark
pool, half immersed, gazing at the stunning scene in front of her. The
following photos show her in a thin strapped, pink bralette tailored
with an elaborate neckline. It is paired with simple black pants. She
takes a short swim in the heart-shaped pool, installed in front of a
gorgeous foggy hill. She has captioned the post, “Nature and feels,”
with a heart
emoticon.
\Fans express their
love towards I
Ariyana Glory in =
the comments. The
first user wrote,
“So sexy.” A
second user
asked, “Where is
this place? looks e
amazing.” A
third fan shared,
“We are
expecting more
pics like this.”
Fans dropped
heart and heart-
eye emoticons to
show their
support. The post has gained thousands of likes on the platform so
far.0-Earlier in January, Ariyana Glory went viral for her
breathtaking look, where she was flaunting her fit physique. She
was seen in a black bralette, which was paired with a black, floral
printed palazzo. Ariyana confidently posed for the camera,
relaxing on the poolside or casually leaning on the railing.
Ariyana Glory started her career through anchoring and eventually
gained fame with the comedy show Kirak Comedy, which
premiered on Gemini TV in 2017. In 2020, she gained notable fame
from her participation in Bigg Boss Telugu season 4.In 2021, she
appeared in the film Anubhavinchu Raja, which is directed and
written by Sreenu Gavireddy. It starred Raj Tarun, Kasish Khan and
Ajay asthe leads. Supriya Yarlagadda is the producer.

-

Rareena Kap

Clicks Perfect Italian Selfie During Her
Europe Vacay With Saif Ali Khan

Kareena Kapoor has been on a roll recently with back-to-back social media posts highlighting
her Europe vacation with hubby Saif Ali Khan and kids Taimur and Jeh. Her next destination
after London seems to be Italy, as hinted by her latest post.Taking to her Instagram handle,
Kareena Kapoor shared a mirror selfie in which she can be seen donning a funky white top which
she paired with a white palazzo. In the backdrop there is a white sofa that complimented her outfit
perfectly. Meanwhile, Kareena Kapoor can be seen smiling like a diva in black sunglasses. She
wrote the caption, “The Italian Selfie(white heart emoji and eyes emoji)”.Only yesterday, Kareena
Kapoor took to her Instagram handle and shared a bunch of sun-kissed selfies from a sandy beach in
London. The actress can be seen donning a blue outfit, along with black sunglasses. However, in one of
the pictures, we can see a shirtless Saif Ali Khan, walking unbeknownst to Kareena’s cellphone camera.

Kareena humorously wrote the caption, “For
" me, it’s the one with the photobomber.”
Kareena Kapoor Khan is currently vacationing in
. London. She was joined by her husband Saif Ali Khan

and their kids, Taimur and Jeh. The picture-perfect
family and their vacation diaries have all of us hooked t{
our Instagram handles. Just recently, the Crew actress
_ delighted her fans with a sneak peek of her day out with
- heradorable son, Taimur.
- While enjoying a sunny day on a London beach, t
doting mother Kareena Kapoor Khan made sure to
capture the precious moments. On h
Instagram handle, she shared a picture of e‘ '
Taimur as he indulged in some playful moments. Dressed in orange shorts, the elder son of Kareena
and Saif looked too cute in the snapshot. Along with the picture, she wrote, “Run baby al,” )

d

followed by a red heart and a rainbow emoji.Work-wise, Kareena Kapoor Khan’s
appearance was in Crew. Directed by Rajesh A Krishnan, the film also featured Tabu an
Kriti Sanon in the lead roles. The heist comedy received rave reviews from the audience
for its engaging storyline. Next, the actress is geared up to be seen in Rohit Shetty’s
highly-anticipated, Singham Again. The star-studded cast includes Ajay Devgn,
Deepika Padukone, Ranveer Singh, Tiger Shroff, Arjun Kapoor, and Jackie /
Shroff in pivotal roles. Earlier, the film was expected to hit the theatres on
Independence Day. Now, it has been postponed to release on Diwali later this
year.

Bad Newz Trailer: Vicky
Kaushal, Triptii Dimri, and
Ammy Virk Promise a Perfect
Mix of Laughter and Emotion

S e X
. L

Vicky Kaushal starrer Bad Newz’ trailer just dropped
and fans are excited to watch him on screen with Triptii
Dimri and Ammy Virk for the first time. The film
comes from the makers of Good Newwz — which
featured Akshay Kumar, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Kiara
Advani and Diljit Dosanjh — and promises the same
fun and emotional journey. With Vicky Kaushal, Triptii
Dimri and Ammy Virk in the mix, the film promises to
be packed with comedy and even scenes that will leave
you teary-eyed. Watch the trailer here:

The upcoming entertainer is being helmed by Bandish
Bandits fame director Anand Tiwari. The film is a
Dharma Productions venture. Last year, several photos
of Vicky Kaushal and Triptii Dimri went viral when
they were shooting in Croatia. In the pictures, Vicky
Kaushal was seen holding Triptii close as they shot for
a song. In one of the photos, the actor was also seen
lifting the Animal star in his arms. The film will be
released in theatres on July 19.

Meanwhile, Triptii Dimri is currently enjoying the
success of Animal. Released in December 2023, the
film also starred Ranbir Kapoor in the lead. Triptii’s
chemistry with Ranbir in the movie was widely loved
by all.

Apart from Bad Newz, she will also be seen in Kartik
Aaryan’s Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3. Triptii has also shot for
Vicky Aur Vidya Ka Voh Wala Video with Rajkummar
Rao. She is likely to be seen in Aashiqui 3 with Kartik
Aaryan.Vicky Kaushal on the other hand was last seen
in Sam Bahadur. Apart from Bad Newz, he will also be
seen in Chhava. The film is reported to be a period
drama, where Kaushal will share the screen with
Rashmika Mandanna. The film is expected to delve
into Sambhaji Maharaj’s bravery, sacrifice, and
wartime strategies while incorporating an emotional
love story between him and his wife.

Hina Khan Cancer
Diagnosis: Ankita
Lokhande Wishes
Strength, Gavahar
Khan Sends ‘Duas’

Hina Khan recently opened up about her battle with
breast cancer. The actress has been diagnosed with
stage three breast cancer. On Friday, the actress took
to her Instagram handle to share the heartbreaking
news with her fans. She shared that her treatment has
already begun and assured all that she is “doing
well”. Hina further mentioned that she would
emerge strong as she also asked her fans to pray for
her.Now, the actress has been receiving an
outpouring of support from the industry. Celebs like
Ankita Lokhande and Gauahar Khan have come
forward to offer their heartfelt messages, wishing
her strength and sending prayers. Ankita Lokhande
wrote, “Hina u r stronger than this that’s it girl!!!
This shall too pass !! Sending love and lots of
strength to you right away ?? God bless
you.”Jennifer Winget on the other hand wrote, “I
truly believe in your ability to overcome this
challenge..stay strong and keep believing in your
resilience Hina..sending lots of love. ”. Karishma
Tanna on other hand wrote, “You are a strong girl.
And you will come out stronger . I know it Sending
youall the loves and luck and prayers ?7.”

Mouni Roy’s comment read, “As unbelievable as
this is, I know you Il fight it and come out stronger.
You are one of the strongest person I know. Praying
for your recovery earnestly. All my love .” Nupur
Sanon on the other hand wrote, “Stay strong hina.
You’re a fighter and we’ve all seen that. You’ll come
out of this strongly and beautifully. Praying for your
carliest recovery. Lots of love and strength your
way??.”

\Hello Everyone, To address the recent rumour, I
want to share some important news with all the
Hinaholics and everyone who loves and cares for
me. | have been diagnosed with stage three breast
cancer. Despite this challenging diagnosis, I wish to
reassure everyone that [ am doing well. I am strong,
determined and fully committed to overcoming this
disease. My treatment has already begun and I am
ready to do everything necessary to emerge from this
even stronger,” Hina wrote.
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