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Why Moscow
matters to Modi

OUTSIDE the wraparound glass wall of my hotel
room in Moscow, the Moskva river shimmers in
the morning sun; the gorgeous, Stalin-era Ukraina
hotel across the river is lit up like a fairytale castle
at night, while the bridge over the river,
Kuznetsky Most, is a memory trigger to those
dark days in October 1993 when Russian tanks
parked themselves on the bridge and trained their
guns at their own Parliament nearby, a building
also known as the White House.Rub your eyes,
again, and the White House leaps up next door,
now shinily painted in white-and-gold.
Elsewhere, too, the city is both spick and span.
You would never guess that there’s a new crisis in
town, although missing hoardings to Western
goods like Mercedes-Benz cars, McDonald’s
burgers and Maxim’s pastries superficially give
the game away. So much has changed since
Russia’s war in Ukraine began just over two years
ago, but what is remarkable is that Moscow is not
just far more affluent than it was during the chaos
of the 1990s; it is also far more resilient and
united.Nor is it anyone’s case, however, as Prime
Minister Modi travels to Moscow for a day-long
summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin a
week or so from now, that the war hasn’t affected
people. Anti-war sentiment is significant, if
subdued. The fact that Ukrainians and Russians
share many important things — including the
Orthodox Church, Slav ethnicity, marriage and
family ties, which basically mean they are part of
one, large cross-border family — makes one
wonder if the thousands of people still dying on
both sides are worth the cause they claim to be
fighting for.Probably not. Few ideas are worth a
bullet inside your body. The truth is that the battle
for Ukraine is no longer just a fight between
Ukrainians and Russians, but a proxy for
someone else’s argument. Right from the start in
February 2022, the Ukrainians never had the
sophisticated weaponry to fight the Russians —
Putin probably thought he would walk all over
Ukraine within days, declare victory and move
on.It hasn’t quite worked out like that because the
West is getting more and more deeply involved.
For the past two years, the US has continued to
supply Ukraine sophisticated weaponry to fight
the Russians. In the past year, US-made drones
have launched attacks deep within Russia, even
reaching the outskirts of Moscow. Western
mercenaries of more than one NATO country —
the US, Canada, the UK, France, Poland and
Romania — have been fighting alongside
Ukrainian soldiers. Clearly, it’s too soon after
Afghanistan to put American boots on the ground,
but NATO mercenaries are also obviously
operating the more sophisticated weaponry that
Ukrainians may not be able to.It is in the middle of
this chaotic situation that PM Modi is going to
Moscow. Western diplomats are already
wondering why he wants to embrace the Russian
leader at a time like this — especially when US
National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan was in
Delhi less than a fortnight ago to promise the
transfer of critical technologies, a gesture India
has widely appreciated.

On the other hand, India-Russia trade has zoomed
from a mere $10 billion before the Ukraine war to
around $70 billion today, primarily because of the
large quantities of oil India is buying from Russia,
refining it at a smallish profit and re-exporting the
refined product to European refineries — the
Europeans, as we know by now, have been
sanctioned from trading with Russia since the
start of the war, which is what explains the
missing hoardings on Moscow’s
streets.Certainly, Russia’s cheap, discounted oil
has helped India minimise the damage to its own
economy, especially as India came off the Covid
pandemic. Imagine the impact on the elections,
especially on the ruling BJP, if oil prices had gone
through the roof — for a price-sensitive country
which imports more than 80 per cent of its energy,
stabilising the domestic oil market would have
taken much dexterity.Certainly, Modi is keenly
aware that his visit to Moscow will be keenly
watched all around. Limiting his trip to one day is,
perhaps, a good compromise — India doesn’t
want to antagonise the Americans too much.

PUNJAB has been grappling with a severe

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu’s address to

Punjab must address root causes of drug abuse

It needs to be acknowledged that drug addicts are victims of deep-rooted socio-cultural and politico-economic distortions.

drug addiction crisis that has claimed many .
young lives. Unfortunately, the state lacks [

comprehensive data on drug addicts and
related deaths, their socio-economic
profiles, reasons for addiction and its
socio-economic costs. A recent report in
The Tribune, ‘Punjab drug overdose: 14
deaths in 14 days’, highlighted the
government’s failure to curb this menace,
indicating that the issue extends beyond
overdose; it includes the threat of addiction
and premature deaths among the youth.
Alarmingly, adolescents are also falling
prey to drug addiction. This necessitates a
multi-pronged strategy that addresses the
root causes of addiction, curbs drug supply
and demand, promotes de-addiction and
rehabilitation and prevents a rise in the
number of drug users.A recent study
conducted by my colleagues Gurinder
Kaur and Jatinder Singh and me at the
Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial
Development (CRRID), Chandigarh, and
commissioned by the Indian Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR), New Delhi, titled ‘Dynamics of
Drug Addiction and Abuse in India, with a Major Focus
on Punjab’ (Routledge, 2024), delves into the socio-
cultural and politico-economic reasons behind drug
addiction. The study underlines the need to address the
underlying causes comprehensively, in the absence of
which sustainable solutions to Punjab’s drug menace
will remain unattainable. It also reveals an unholy nexus
among smugglers, police and politicians (SPP), as
evidenced by the indictment of senior police officers and
CM Bhagwant Mann’s reported admission of some
cops’ involvement with smugglers, leading to the
transfer of 10,000 personnel.The distribution of
intoxicants and drugs during elections further
undermines the political will to combat the drug crisis.
Successive governments have downplayed the issue. In
2009, an affidavit submitted to the Punjab and Haryana
High Court wrongly claimed that 70 per cent of the
state’s youth were addicted to drugs. The 2016 Hindi
movie Udta Punjab magnified the issue, bringing
national attention to it. The arrest of dismissed Punjab
Police DSP Jagdish Singh Bhola in a multimillion-dollar
drug racket in 2013 exposed the extent of the problem.
Despite being a key election issue for over a decade,
there has been little progress. Even the special task force
(STF) reports on drugs, submitted to the high court in
2018, faced administrative and legal challenges, hinting
at the SPP nexus.Following The Tribune’s report, the

Parliament on Thursday coincided with the release of
the Reserve Bank of India’s Financial Stability
Report (FSR). The President mentioned that the
government had carried out reforms over the past
decade to save India’s banking sector, enacting laws
such as the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).
She stated that the non-performing assets (NPA) of
public sector banks were continuously decreasing.
This is borne out by the FSR, which says that the gross
NPA ratio of scheduled commercial banks fell to 2.8
per cent and the net NPA ratio decreased to 0.6 per
cent at the end of March this year. As per the RBI, the
gross bad loan ratio of banks has reached a 12-year
low. This significant drop indicates that banks are
managing their bad loans in a better way, reducing the
risks of defaults.

on-performing assets are an impediment to the long-term

growth and stability of the Indian banking sector; their
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Punjab Government declared another war on drugs. But
such declarations have been made before, with little
success. Measures like the constitution of the STF under
the ADGP in 2017, the arrest of Bhola and a former
Cabinet minister and the apprehension of thousands of
peddlers and addicts were notable steps. The
government also introduced outpatient opioid-assisted
treatment, drug abuse prevention officers and buddy
programmes. However, despite these efforts, the drug
menace persists.Our study also highlights the severe
socio-economic ramifications of drug addiction, which
burdens the health infrastructure and law enforcement
while consuming the most productive years of human
capital, leading to premature deaths from ailments like
HIV/AIDS.Punjab’s drug supply comes from
international and domestic sources. The Golden
Crescent (Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan) and the
Golden Triangle (Myanmar, Laos and Thailand) are
major international sources, with Punjab situated on the
transit route of the Golden Crescent. Additionally,
opioid-based and synthetic drugs are manufactured and
supplied domestically.Economic factors contributing to
drug use and peddling include high unemployment,
underemployment, low wages and the lure of quick
money from drug peddling. Among affluent households,
easy access to money is a factor. Social factors include
the consumption of intoxicants by elders, peer pressure,
disharmonious family relations, unfulfilled aspirations,
frustration, failure, the rise of nuclear families, shrinking
community interaction and rising individualism and
loneliness. Additionally, a lack of awareness about the
harmful effects of drugs and an indifferent civil society

Bad loans

Drop in NPA ratio augurs well for banks

e

impact on the overall health of the economy cannot be
overemphasised. Since its enactment in 2016, the IBC
has helped many banks and financial lenders realise
their dues by streamlining the process of resolving

(Quantum science & technology need a proactive push

exacerbate the problem. Politically, the
SPP nexus remains a significant
barrier.ddressing the drug menace
requires acknowledging that drug
addicts are victims of deep-rooted socio-
cultural and politico-economic
distortions and should be treated as
patients, not culprits. Along with the
government’s three-pronged strategy of
enforcement, de-addiction and
prevention, emphasis must also be laid
on rehabilitation and preventing
relapse.A holistic approach to tackling
drug addiction in Punjab should include
the following strategies:

(1) Establish a robust data collection
system to gather comprehensive
information on drug addiction, including
socio-economic profiles, reasons for
addiction and the socio-economic costs
of addiction. This data will help targeted
interventions.(ii) Intensify efforts to
dismantle the SPP nexus. Ensure strict enforcement of
laws against drug trafficking and distribution, coupled
with swift judicial action against offenders.(iii) Expand
and improve de-addiction and rehabilitation centres,
ensuring that they are accessible and adequately staffed.
Implement evidence-based treatment protocols and
provide psychological and social support to recovering
addicts.(iv) Launch comprehensive campaigns targeting
schools, colleges and communities to spread awareness
about the dangers of drug use and the importance of
seeking help.

(v) Address unemployment and underemployment by
creating job opportunities and skill development
programmes. Strengthen social support systems to
mitigate the socio-economic factors contributing to drug
addiction.(vi) Encourage community involvement in
combating drug addiction through local initiatives and
support groups. Mobilise civil society organisations to
advocate for policy changes and provide support to the
affected families.(vii) Collaborate with neighbouring
countries to curb cross-border drug trafficking.
Strengthen border security and intelligence-sharing
mechanisms to intercept drug supplies.

(viii) Ensure inter-state cooperation, which would provide
areal-time exchange of information and data, leading to
an effective intervention.By addressing the drug
problem with a comprehensive and coordinated
approach, Punjab can make significant strides in curbing
drug addiction and its associated socio-economic costs.
The war on drugs must be fought with determination,
compassion and a commitment to systemic change.

insolvency cases. This is very important for the
world’s fastest-growing major economy, which
aims to become the go-to destination for global
investors. Doubts and apprehensions about
India’s legal and regulatory framework can be
»  detrimental to the confidence of investors.

The RBI has noted that with healthier balance
sheets, banks and financial institutions are
actively supporting economic activities through
consistent credit expansion, while the President
has claimed that India’s banking sector is one of
the strongest in the world. These observations
should be reassuring for domestic investors, even
as there is room for improvement in terms of
making banks more robust and profitable. Every
customer is concerned about the safety of his or
her deposits and investments; the banks’ ability to
handle financial shocks and minimise risks can make a
huge difference to their fiscal health.

Advancements in quantum information processing and computing are critical for modelling complex systems and mitigating climate change.

THE United Nations recently declared 2025 as the
International Year of Quantum Science and Technology
(IYQ 2025). This declaration followed a draft resolution
moved by Ghana, co-sponsored by six other countries,
and supported by more than 70 nations. Next year marks
the centenary of the development of quantum
mechanics, which explains the behaviour of matter and
energy at atomic and subatomic levels. Quantum
science and technology have enabled innovations like
MRI (magnetic resonance imaging), lasers, solar cells
and computer chips, fundamentally transforming
physics and technology. The UN aims to acknowledge
these contributions, raise awareness about their role in
sustainable development and ensure equal access to
quantum science education and its benefits. Numerous
global events and initiatives are being planned at the
regional, national and global levels throughout 2025.

The development of quantum science made extraordinary
scientific advances possible, upturning centuries-old
notions about nature. It revealed that particles can be
treated as point-like or wave-like, depending on
observation, and their behaviour is inherently
probabilistic. Quantum mechanics, which began as a
purely theoretical field a century ago, is now a central
theory governing our universe. It explains virtually
everything, from the behaviour of subatomic particles to
the distribution of galaxies. For example, it elucidates
how the sun shines and how solar panels capture its
energy on earth. Understanding the universe’s building
blocks enables us to uncover underground structures,
map the sea floor and detect bodily changes beyond
existing medical scanners. Quantum science has led to
breakthroughs like integrated circuits, lasers, modern
batteries and LEDs, which have revolutionised
communication, medicine and lighting -efficiency.
Recent advancements in quantum information
processing and computing are critical for modelling
complex systems and mitigating climate change.

Quantum science and technology is set to
become a pivotal field in this century,
significantly impacting the UN’s 2030
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
across energy, climate, environment,
agriculture, health, food security and safety,
clean drinking water and industrial
development. Thus, quantum mechanics is a
prime example of the practical impact that an
abstract physical theory can have on human
life. It can play a key role in advancing the
UN’s SDGs through improved medical
imaging and diagnostics, vaccine and drug
development, environmental monitoring and
enhanced climate models. Additionally,
quantum advancements contribute to
developing new materials, energy-efficient
technologies, economic growth and secure
infrastructure, while promoting societal equity
and accessibility through open access and
gender equity in education and
research.Quantum theory has revolutionised
physics, chemistry, biology, engineering,
electronics and communications, leading to inventions
like transistors, lasers, LEDs and MRI. While
conventional computers use binary ‘bits’ (1 and 0),
quantum computing uses qubits that exist in the
superposition of states to process information and
promises to transform electronics, clean energy and
pharmaceuticals by enabling faster computations for
cryptography, logistics optimisation and drug
discovery. Additionally, quantum communication
offers uniquely secure information transmission. Future
quantum research can revolutionise computing,
communications, materials, drugs and cybersecurity,
crucial for global challenges like renewable energy,
health and UN SDGs, accelerating progress toward a

sustainable and equitable world.An important aspect of

the IYQ 2025 is to motivate young people in developing

nations as well as students from across the globe to
become the next-generation torch-bearers in this field
and use quantum science to make a positive impact on
the lives of others. It also provides a golden opportunity
for young students and inquisitive people of all ages to
learn and understand this science, which can drive
technological innovation, influence government
policies, impact the global economy and enrich art and
culture. The declaration provides a forum for
educational institutions, research bodies, organisations
and governments to promote quantum science and
technology awareness.

Sensing the importance of this new technology, India
launched the National Quantum Mission in April 2023,
with a budget of around Rs 6,000 crore for eight years
(2023-31). India has become the seventh country in the

world to have a dedicated quantum
mission, which aims to advance
research related to quantum
technologies in communication,
sensing, metrology, materials,
devices and quantum computing.
Under this mission, four hubs in the
domains of quantum computing,
quantum communication, quantum
science and metrology, and quantum
materials and devices are being set
up with the aim to generate
knowledge and promote R&D in
these areas. The mission aims to
develop quantum computers with
50-1,000 physical qubits within
eight years, alongside establishing
quantum communications between
ground stations spanning distances
ofup to 2000 km. However, there is a
lack of awareness about quantum
science and technology in the
northern region, including Punjab.
The exception is the involvement of the Indian Institute
of Science Education and Research (IISER), Mohali,
where Prof Arvind is leading a workforce under this
mission.More efforts are needed, and the lawmakers,
technical experts, people involved in science and
technology, and universities across various states
should take proactive steps in raising awareness about
IYQ 2025. Extension lectures, exhibitions, workshops
and conferences should be organised in educational
institutions to inspire young minds and raise awareness
about this scientific field. Similar to initiatives in
universities abroad, urgent steps should be taken to
establish a quantum institute in this region by involving
stakeholders and preparing a roadmap for I'YQ 2025 to
ensure that the region benefits from quantum
advancements.
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Sebi asks MFs to mandatorily
disclose risk-adjusted returns

MUMBALL To help investors make informed investment
decisions and also to limit the scope for mis-selling,
markets regulator Sebi has asked mutual funds to
mandatorily disclose the risk-adjusted return from their
scheme portfolio, along with the return of a fund
scheme.Risk-adjusted return (RAR) of a scheme
represents a more holistic measure of the scheme’s
performance as it quantifies the amount of return
generated by a mutual fund scheme for each unit of risk
taken to achieve that return.

The extant regulations do not mandate the disclosure of
RAR, along with the returns of an MF scheme. Further,
there is no uniform practice followed by asset
management companies (AMCs) regarding disclosure
of RAR of their scheme.The return on investment is a
major factor attracting investors to invest in any mutual
fund scheme and is highlighted by fud houses while
marketing respective schemes.The suggestion comes in
a consultation paper issued Friday. The Securities and
Exchange Board (Sebi) has sought comments from the
public till July 19 on these proposals.

“Considering the significance of volatility of
performance in determining the suitability of fund
schemes, it is desirable that the RAR of the scheme is
disclosed along with disclosure of its scheme
performance,” Sebi said in its consultation paper.

“Information ratio (IR) is an established financial ratio to
measure RAR of a scheme portfolio. It is often used as a
measure of a portfolio manager’s level of skill and
ability to generate excess returns relative to a
benchmark, and it attempts to identify the consistency
of the performance by incorporating a tracking error or
standard deviation component into the calculation,” the
paper said.To bring uniformity across different funds,
Sebi has also proposed a methodology for the
calculation of the information ratio for different
categories of mutual fund schemes.

AQ’s jurisdiction can be
contested: Guj high court

NEW DELHI. The High Court of Gujarat granted
permission to the petitioner to challenge the jurisdiction
of the assessing officer under the Central Goods and
Services Tax Act,2017.

During the hearing, Abhishek Rastogi, representing the
petitioner, argued that the order-in-original dated May
6, 2024, referenced sections of the Finance Act 1994
instead of the GST Act, under which the order was
passed.This discrepancy led to the court clarifying that
the petitioner has the right to file an appeal under
Section 107 of the GST Actto contest the order.

The bench comprising of Justice Bhargav D Karia and
Justice Niral R Mehta made it clear that the petitioner
can avail of an alternative and efficacious remedy by
filing an appeal under the appropriate section of the
GSTAct.

(S Setty tipped to be next SBI
chief

MUMBALI. Challa Sreenivasulu Setty, the senior-most
managing director of the State Bank, is set to be the next
chairman of the country’s largest lender provided the
government goes ahead with the recommendation of
his name by the nodal selection body, Financial
Services Institutions Bureau (FSIB).Setty, who has
spent close to 36 years at the bank, has scored over the
other two contenders -- Ashwini Kumar Tewari and
Vinay M Tonse -- who are also the managing directors
of the bank, at the interviews held Friday in Mumbai,
the FSIB said in its website.

The interviews were earlier scheduled for May 21-22 but
was called offat the last minute.

“The Financial Services Institutions Bureau has
interfaced with three candidates on June 29, 2024, for
the position of chairman in State Bank of India.
Keeping in view their performance in the interface,
their overall experience and the extant parameters, the
bureau recommends CS Setty for the position,” FSIB
said in its website.The role of the FSIB is to
recommend a name and the final decision is be taken by
the appointments committee of the Cabinet headed by
the Prime Minister. But normally, the committee goes
ahead with the FSIB recommendation and makes the
formal appointment.If the government clears his name,
Setty will assume charge on August 28, when the
incumbent Chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara retires after
he received 10-month extension last October. Khara
will turn 63, the upper age limit for the position of SBI
chairman, on the superannuation day, was at the helm
from October 7, 2020.The FSIB, an autonomous body
under the Centre, is the head-hunter for the heads of
state-owned banks and financial institutions.The
second-rung management consists of around a dozen
deputy managing directors and more than three dozens
of chief general managers. DMDs and CGMs are
respectively eligible to become MDs and DMDs. All
the heads of SBI subsidiaries like SBI Life, SBI
General, SBI Caps and SBI Cards are headed by
persons with DMD ranks in the bank.Traditionally, as
also by the SBI Act mandate, the SBI chairman is
appointed from the serving managing directors, though
there were a couple of exceptions to this in the past.As
per convention, the chairman is appointed from the four
serving managing directors of SBI provided they have
at least three years service left and have been a
managing director for at least year. Therefore the senior
most MD Alok Kumar Choudhary is not eligible for the
interview as he is retiring on June 30 and so the new
MD Rana Ashutosh Kumar Singh who will join only on
June 30. The FSIB has already recommended the name
of Singh as the fourth managing director.

Gross NPAs will fall to 2.5% in FY25
from a 12-yr low of 2.8% in FY24: RBI

The half-yearly slippage ratio
which is the new bad loan
accretions as a share of
standard advances fell across

bank groups.

NEW DELHI. The Reserve Bank of India
expects the gross non-performing assets
(GNPA) ratio of banks to improve to 2.5
in FY25 after moderating to a 12-year low
of 2.8 in FY24 and the system wide net
NPA ratio to improve further from 0.6,
which has almost halved from the
previous fiscal. The record reduction in
bad loan ratio was led by state run banks,
which improved by 76 bps to 3.7. While
the GNPA stock declined across all bank
groups, active and deep provisioning by
state-run banks and foreign banks
resulted in an improved provisioning
coverage ratio in March 2024 to 76.4, the

Reserve Bank of India said in the
biannual Financial Stability Report.

The report attributed the sustained
reduction in the GNPA ratio since
March 2020 primarily to a persistent
fall in new NPA accretions and
increased write-offs.

The estimate for GNPA ratio for March
2025 is based on the macro stress tests,
performed to assess the resilience of
banks’ balance sheets to unforeseen
shocks emanating from the
macroeconomic environment.

“The asset quality of the scheduled
commercial banks recorded sustained
improvement and their GNPA ratio
moderated to a 12-year low in March
2024 to 2.8. Their net non-performing
assets ratio too improved to a record low
0f0.6%,” the report said.

Adsby

Under the baseline stress scenario, the
GNPA ratio of all banks may improve to
2.5 by March 2025. If the

macroeconomic environment worsens to
a severe stress scenario, the ratio may rise
to 3.4, the half yearly report said. In the
severe stress scenario, the GNPA ratios of
public sector banks may increase from 3.7
in March 2024 to 4.1 in March 2025,
whereas it may go up from 1.8 to 2.8 for
private sector bank and from 1.2 to 1.3 for
foreign banks.Stress tests are conducted
covering credit risks, interest rate risks

and liquidity risks and the
resilience of banks in
response to these shocks.
Using the stress tests, the
RBI projects impairment or
bad loans and capital ratios
over a one-year horizon
under a baseline and two
adverse scenarios—medium
and severe.The report further
says stress test results reveals
that banks are well
capitalised and capable of
absorbing macroeconomic
shocks even in the absence of
any further capital infusion by
stakeholders.The half-yearly slippage
ratio which is the new bad loan accretions
as a share of standard advances fell across
bank groups. Though the amount of write-
offs declined during the year, the write-off
ratio remained almost at the same level as
a year ago, due to reduction in GNPA
stock, the central bank said.

Growth in private corporate sector sales
moderates to 4.7% in FY24: RBI data

NEW DELHI. Annual sales growth rate
of listed private non-financial
companies slowed to 4.7 per cent in
FY2023-24 from 19.8 per cent in
FY2023, the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) data showed.During the fiscal
ended March 31, 2024, the listed
private non-financial companies
recorded double digit growth in profits
and improved margins at the
aggregated level, the data
showed.“Annual sales growth of listed
private non-financial companies
moderated to 4.7 per cent during 2023-
24 from the high of 19.8 per cent in
2022-23, which included the post-
pandemic recovery period,” the data on
performance of private corporate
business sector during 2023-24
showed. The analysis is based on the
financial results of 3,281 listed non-
government non-financial
companies.Among major sectors, sales
of manufacturing, information
technology (IT) and non-IT services
companies rose by 3.5 per cent, 5.5 per
cent and 7.9 per cent, respectively,
during fiscal 2024 as compared with 18
per cent, 19.4 per cent and 33.5 per
cent, respectively, in the previous year.

In 2023-24,

sales of automobiles,
electrical machinery and
pharmaceuticals industries remained
buoyant but the manufacturing sector’s
overall performance was mainly
dragged by chemicals and petroleum

industries.The data showed that during
2023-24, the listed private non-
financial companies recorded double-
digit annual growth in profits (18 per
cent in FY24 vs (-) 0.2 per cent in
FY23). Operating profit growth
accelerated for manufacturing
companies (12.4 per cent in FY24 vs (-)
1.2 per cent in FY23) and non-IT
services companies (27.9 per cent in
FY24vs15.1 percentin FY23), while it
moderated for IT companies (5.6 per
centin FY24 vs 8.8 per centin FY23).

In the fiscal ended March 31, 2024,

operating profit margin improved

across major sectors during 2023-24; it

stood at 14.4 per cent, 22.4 per cent and

22.7 per cent for manufacturing, non-IT

services and IT companies,

respectively.

On the expenditure front, easing
input cost pressures and low sales
growth kept the overall expenses
on raw materials by
manufacturing companies in
FY2024 unchanged from the
fiscal year 2023, the data
showed. Staff costs rose by 10.8
per cent, 6.6 per centand 15.6 per
cent (y-o0-y) during 2023-24 for

manufacturing, IT and non-IT

services companies, respectively.

On the expenditure front, easing input

cost pressures and low sales growth
kept the overall expenses on raw
materials by manufacturing
companies in FY2024 unchanged
from the fiscal year 2023, the data
showed. Staff costs rose by 10.8 per
cent, 6.6 per centand 15.6 per cent (y-
o-y) during 2023-24 for
manufacturing, IT and non-IT
services companies, respectively.

Headline: FSIB recommends Setty for SBI Chairman post

Mumbai  The Financial Services
Institutions Bureau (FSIB), the body
which selects the Chairman and MDs
of public sector banks and insurance
companies, has recommended the
name of Challa Sreenivasulu Setty as
the next Chairman of State Bank of
India (SBI), India’s largest bank.FSIB
interfaced with the candidates on June
29 for the position of Chairman in State
Bank of India (SBI), FSIB said.
“Keeping in view their performance in
the interface, their overall experience
and the extant parameters, the Bureau
recommends Setty for the position of
Chairman in SBI,” it said.SBI’s current
Chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara is
retiring on August 28, when he turns
63. He was given an extension in
October 2023. Khara was appointed the
chairman of SBI on October 7,

2020.Setty, currently a Managing
Director, is looking after international
banking, global markets and
technology of the bank. He was
appointed as MD in 2020.

Three managing directors (MDs) of the

SBI — C.S. Setty, Ashwini Kumar
Tewari and Vinay M. Tonse — appeared
for the Chairman’s interview on
Saturday. Alok Kumar Choudhary,
senior most MD of SBI, is retiring on
June 30. Unlike other PSU banks, SBI
Chairman is selected from one of its
MDs.The final decision on the
appointment of the SBI Chairman will
be made by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
headed by the Prime Minister.

FSIB was constituted in 2022 by Central

Government for the purpose of
recommending persons for

appointment as whole-time directors
and non-executive chairpersons on the
boards of financial services institutions
and for advising on certain other
matters relating to personnel
management in these institutions.
Bhanu Pratap Sharma is the Chairman
of the bureau.In the quarter ended
March 2024, SBI’s standalone net
profit grew by 23.98 per cent to Rs
20,698 crore — highest ever quarterly
profit. For fiscal 2024, the profit grew
21.59 per cent to a record high of Rs
61,077 crore.The net interest income
(NII) grew 3.13 per cent to Rs 41,655
crore in the March 2024 quarter, as
against Rs 40,393 crore in the year-ago
quarter.SBI shares closed at Rs 848.85
on the BSE on Friday. The bank’s
market capitalisation is Rs 7.57 lakh
crore.

Urja Ganga gas pipeline
completion delayed fill
March 2025: GAIL

NEW DELHI. The construction of the Rs 12,940-
crore 'Urja Ganga' gas pipeline, India's most
ambitious project taking environment-friendly
fuel to eastern parts of the country, has been
delayed by nine months and will now be
completed by March 2025, state-owned GAIL
(India) Ltd said.The 3,306-kilometre Jagdishpur-
Haldia-Bokaro-Dhamra pipeline was originally
targeted for completion by June 2024.But due to
"delay in right of use (RoU) availability", the
completion schedule has been revised "from June
2024 to March 2025", GAIL said in a stock
exchange filing.The bulk of the pipeline has
already been constructed, and gas has started to
flow in most cities along the route.Traditionally,
natural gas was available for use as fuel to
generate electricity, make fertiliser or turn into
CNG and cooking gas only in the western and
northern parts of the country, as pipelines taking
the fuel from source to users were limited to these
parts.In October 2016, work on laying a pipeline
from Jagdishpur in Uttar Pradesh to Haldia in
West Bengal, Bokaro in Jharkhand and Dhamra
in Odisha began.The line was extended to
Guwahati in Assam from Barauni in Bihar, a
length of 726 km, to take the fuel to hereto-
unconnected states in the eastern region.

The Jagdishpur-Haldia-Bokaro-Dhamra Pipeline
(JHBDPL), popularly called the Pradhan Mantri
Urja Ganga pipeline, is to supply gas to the
eastern states of Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and
West Bengal. GAIL, the firm executing the
pipeline, said its board of directors in a meeting
on June 28 approved the revision of the
completion schedule.The completion schedule
for the 240-km Dhamra-Haldia pipeline has also
been revised from June 2024 to March 2025, it
added.The company on May 10,2019, stated that
it has completed awards of all major contracts
worth Rs 10,500 crore for pipeline supply and
laying of the integrated 3400-km Jagdishpur-
Haldia and Bokaro-Dhamra Natural Gas Pipeline
(JHBDPL) and Barauni-Guwahati Pipeline
(BGPL) pipeline.The government provided 40
percent viability gap funding amounting to Rs
5,176 crore for execution of JHBDPL. For the
Barauni-Guwahati pipeline, a 60 percent
viability gap funding, amounting to Rs 5,559
crore, has been provided by the government.

The Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga pipeline will
connect all the geographical areas (more than 90)
spread over Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, West
Bengal and further to the northeastern region of
India.

Teaching Foxconn the dignity of labour

NEW DELHI Taiwanese company
Foxconn, the world’s largest contract
electronic maker, is not new to charges of
using discriminatory recruitment
practices and workplace exploitation.
The controversy has erupted again, this
time in respect of the company’s Tamil
Nadu plant, after an exhaustive Reuters
report showed Foxconn had been
deliberately excluding married women
from its workforce.

The Reuters investigation, carried out over
several months, revealed Foxconn had a
deliberate but unwritten code that
excluded married women from jobs at the
iPhone assembly plant in Sriperumbudur.
The company’s rationale, revealed by
those interviewed, was that married
women are less productive because of
family responsibilities like “they have
babies after marriage”!

High absenteeism, pressing family duties
and even jewelry worn by married Hindu
women are seen as impediments to higher
production.Following the story, Foxconn
in a statement, said it “vigorously refutes
allegations of employment
discrimination based on marital status,
gender, religion or any other form,” and
insisted about 25 percent of its recruits in
India were married women.The
controversy has now sharpened with
Union government seeking a report from

the Tamil Nadu government. It comes at a
time when India is striving to become an
alternative hub to China in the supply
chain for digital products such as Apple’s
iPhone. As it is, Apple, through its
contractor Foxconn, is producing as
much as 9 to 14 percent of its iPhones out
of India. But is there a human cost
involved?top social media networking
sites for your brandJust a peep into the
China’s Foxconn trail, where the
contractor still produces nearly 90
percent of iPhones, is quite shocking.
China Labour Watch, which studied the
practices of Foxconn’s Chengdu iPhone
factory in 2020-2023, said workers
labour around the clock to meet
impossible production targets.
Investigators found Foxconn’s
recruitment discriminating against
applicants on the basis of race. Those
from ethnic minority groups like the
Uighur, Tibetan, Yi, and Hui were
routinely weeded out. Pregnant female
workers were also rejected during the
recruitment process.The company’s
credibility first came into question when
in 2010 there were a spate of suicides
linked to low pay and brutal working
conditions at the Foxconn City industrial
park in Shenzhen. Mental illness and
breakdowns were common, and the
answer to the problem was to hang out

nets under the ledges of overcrowded
dormitories to prevent workers from
jumping to the ground!In a long read, the
magazine Rest of The World has
documented the life and working
conditions at Foxconn’s compound in
Zhengzhou through conversations
stretching over several months with a
worker nick-named ‘Hunter’. The
‘iPhone City’ facility makes about half of
the world’s iPhones, covers an area of 5.6
KM, and at full capacity employs some
200,000 workers.‘Hunter’ describes in
detail how in a normal 10-hour shift he
had to attach a tiny cable to the back of an
iPhone cover, which charges the battery,
and then screw it into place with two tiny
screws for every iPhone. His target of 600
phones and 1,200 screws per shift can
only be done at a relentless pace and

without rest or toilet breaks. Falling
behind the production schedule meant
abuse by supervisors, and the loss of
bonuses and stoppage of
overtime.‘Hunter’ also talks of the
windowless conditions and being
forced into compulsory living on
campus due to pandemic restrictions.
Many workers fled for home after
dodging guards and climbing the
fences; sometimes there was outbreaks
of violence when company executives
forced an unbearable pace of work.
“iPhones are made in hell”, ‘Hunter’
concludes.
Dignity of labour
For India, Apple’s diversification strategy
away from China is godsent. Not only
will Apple’s presence work as a cascading
effect for new investment in India, but it
also means 150,000 new jobs at
Foxconn’s facilities.Moreover, there is a
pipeline of semiconductor units coming
up, including the American chipmaker
Micron that has committed US$825
million to build a facility in Sanad,
Gujarat. By 2026, the semiconductor
industry in India is expected to generate
over 300,000 jobs, encompassing diverse
roles such as testing, engineering,
software development, system circuits,
validation, and operations.This puts the
government on the horns of a dilemma.
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Heavy rain alert in Delhi for 3 days,
several states likely to see showers

Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan from June
30 to July 3.The monsoon further advanced
into the remaining parts of east Uttar Pradesh
and some areas of west Uttar Pradesh on
Saturday, it said.Conditions are favourable
for the monsoon to advance into more parts
of west Rajasthan, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Punjab, and the remaining areas of west
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu over the next two to three days, it
added.In central India, conditions are likely
to become favourable for further advance of
the Southwest Monsoon into the remaining
parts of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and some

An orange alert for
moderate to heavy
rain has been sounded
for Delhi for three
days beginning June
30 while conditions
are favourable for the
Southwest Monsoon to

advance into some
more parts of
northern and central
India in the next few

New Delhi: Delhi and its adjoining areas

are expected to witness incessant rainfall
in the coming days as the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
issued an orange alert with the possibility
of moderate to heavy downpours from
June 30 (Sunday) to July 2 (Tuesday).In
the coming week, the maximum and
minimum temperatures in Delhi are
expected to hover between 37 degrees
Celsius and 25 degrees Celsius,
respectively, the weather body said in its
daily bulletin.The IMD issues four
colour-coded warnings -- green (no
action needed), yellow (watch and stay
updated), orange (be prepared) and red
(take action).

On Saturday, rain lashed several parts of the

national capital, including Rohini, Burari
and central Delhi. The city's primary
weather station, Safdarjung, recorded 8.9
mm of rainfall and Lodhi Road 12.6 mm

northern India are also expected to witness

IMD, isolated heavy rainfall is expected in

more parts
Chhattisgarh.Isolated heavy rainfall is very
11 likely over Konkan-Goa, Kerala, southern
Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu in the coming
days.In Northeastern India, light to moderate
rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms and

&

of Rajasthan and

lightning is likely over parts of West Bengal,

Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam

days.

Classmates to be Indian
Army, Navy chiefs for first
time in military history

New Delhi:Two classmates will be service chiefs of the
Indian Army and the Navy for the first time in Indian
military history.Army Chief Lieutenant General
Upendra Dwivedi and Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh
Tripathi studied together in Class 5 during the 1970s at
Sainik School in Madhya Pradesh's Rewa.

While they were studying in Class 5A, their roll numbers
were 931 and 938 respectively, news agency ANI
reported.

Official Spokesperson of the Defence Minister A Bharat
Bhushan Babu said in a post on X, "For the first time in
Indian Military history, Chiefs of Navy and Army hail
from the same school. This rare honour of nurturing two
prodigious students, who would go on to lead their
respective Services 50 years later, goes to Sainik
School, Rewa in Madhya Pradesh.”

'Match', Meet-Up And Massive
Bill: The Modus Operandi In
Dating App Scams

New Delhi: A civil service aspirant from Delhi, whose
date with a woman he met on a dating app ended ina ?
1.20 lakh bill at a cafe, is just one of the many cases of
'Tinder scam' that has become rampant in major cities.
Most of these cases go unreported because the victims
do not want their families to know they are on a dating
app.

Multiple posts on Reddit, some of them a year old,
narrate accounts of people who were scammed into
paying exorbitant amounts during dates with women
they met on dating apps. While NDTV cannot verify
the authenticity of each of these apps, they point to a
common modus operandi.

The victim matches with the woman on a dating app
such as Tinder, Bumble, Hinge and OKCupid. She
readily shares her WhatsApp number and they get
talking. Soon, a date is planned. The woman then
insists that they meet at a particular locality and that
there are many cafes and pubs there. When the victim
asks the name of the cafe for directions, the woman
tells him to meet at a particular Metro station and that
they can go from there.At the cafe, the woman places
the order. Eager to impress his date, the victim usually
does not suspect any foul play. Thereafter, the woman
orders something that may not be on the menu. In
some case, the woman fakes an emergency and leaves
the cafe in a hurry. When the bill comes, the victim
realises it is several times of what he had estimated.
On protesting, he is threatened by the cafe staff or
bouncers. Left with little choice, he pays. Most people
donot approach the police because a probe may reveal
to his family that he is meeting people via a dating app.

Many Players Involved

In the latest Delhi incident that targeted an IAS aspirant,
police have arrested the cafe's owner Akshay Pahwa
and the victim's 'date' Afsan Parveen. Police said this
scam thrives on an elaborate mechanism involving
several players -- cafe owners, managers and women
who lure the target.

Each player has a cut: Akshay Pahwa told police that 15
per cent of the bill goes to the woman, 45 per cent is
divided between the managers and the remaining 40
per cent to the owners.In his account, a Reddit user has
said his 'date' randomly ordered some firecrackers
that jacked up the bill to over ?40,000.

between 2.30 pm and 5.30 pm on
Saturday.Apart from Delhi, several states in

rainfall

as the Southwest Monsoon

progresses in the region.According to the

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,

Mumbai, Delhi See Strong Growth In

New Delhi: As India remains a
resilient economy amid global &
headwinds, Mumbai and Delhi *
experienced robust annual
growth in prime residential
property prices among the top 44
cities worldwide in the first g
quarter (Q12024) this year.

According to the latest data from
the Knight Frank 'Prime Global
Cities Index Q1 2024', with an
11.5 per cent (year-on-year)
surge, Mumbai witnessed the
highest jump among Indian
cities in the January-March
quarter.Delhi saw 10.5 per cent
annual house price growth.At the top
of the table is Manila with 26.2 per
cent annual growth, followed by
Tokyo at 12.5 per cent.“Indian cities
are experiencing strong growth, with

'What A Game": Satya Nadella, Sundar

Prime Properiy Prlces Globally: Report
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Mumbeai at 11.5 per cent and Delhi at
10.5 per cent,” the report mentioned.

With annual GDP growth running at

over § per cent, strong economic
growth across India has boosted
house prices in the main cities,
particularly in Delhi and Mumbai,
according to the report.The first

quarter of 2024 witnessed an
average annual growth rate of
4.1 per cent across the 44
markets covered by the
‘Knight Frank Prime Global
Cities Index', marking the
strongest rate of growth since
Q3 2022.0n a quarterly basis,
price growth also showed
signs of strengthening, with a
1.1 per cent increase in QI
2024, up from a 0.3 per cent
increase in the last quarter of
2023.“Rather than heralding a
return to boom conditions, the index
indicates that upward price pressures
are stemming from relatively healthy
demand, set against continued low
supply volumes,” said Liam Bailey,
Knight Frank's global head of
research.

Pichai On Teum Indlu s Historic Win

New Delhi: Tech honchos Satya
Nadella, Sundar Pichai, and others
hailed India's historic win over
South Africa in a nerve-wrenching
final of the ICC T20 World Cup at
the Kensington Oval in Barbados on
Saturday.Alphabet and Google CEO
Pichai posted on X: “What a game,
could barely breathe, everything that
makes sports incredible. Congrats
India, so well deserved! SA was
incredibl1le
Amazing."Congratulating the Men
in Blue, Microsoft Chairman and CEO
Nadella said, "What a final. Congrats,
India, and well played, South Africa.
Super World Cup... let us have more
cricket in the West Indies and USA.”

Meanwhile, Mahindra Group Chairman

Anand Mahindra asked ChatGPT to
make a graphic image showing the
Indian cricket team as
Superheroes.“Because they were

SuperCool till the end. The greatest gift
of this final to India was that it didn't
come easy. It almost slipped out of their
grasp. But they never lost the match in

their minds,” he posted on
X.“Reminding all of us that being a
Superhero never comes without a fierce
determination to win and a Never Give
In attitude. Jai Ho!” Mahindra said.

Earlier, Hardik Pandya's 3-20 and Jasprit

Bumrah's 2-18 helped an
unbeaten India to come back and
clinch their second title in the
shortest format with a seven-run
win at the Kensington
Oval.Talismanic batter Virat
Kohli stepped up to end his lean
run with a 59-ball 76 to help India
post a competitive 176/7, the
highest total ina Men's T20 World
Cup final.Kohli's 72-run stand for
the fourth wicket with Axar Patel,
who made 47 off 31 balls, and a
57-run partnership with Shivam Dube,
who hit a 16-ball 27, helped India go
past the 175-run mark, as they scored
42 runs off the last three overs.In reply,
South Africa were very much in sight to
chase down the total. But Hardik taking
out Heinrich Klaasen propelled India to
come back into the match and end a
long 11-year global trophy drought as
they restricted South Africato 169/8.

New Delhi:

Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripura in the coming three days.

Gujarat Government Partners

With IBM To Establish Al
Cluster In GIFT City

The Department of Science and
Technology, Government of Gujarat signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
Saturday with the technology company IBM to
establish and promote an Al Cluster leveraging
IBM's Watson to foster innovation and
collaboration among financial institutions in
Gujarat International Finance Tec (GIFT) City.

According to the MoU, financial institutions in

GIFT City will gain access to Al Sandbox,
assistance in providing proof of concept, Al
Literacy programs, and Digital Assistant
Solutions.Speaking on the occasion, Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendrabhai Patel, "This MoU
with IBM will help Gujarat to lead the country in
efforts to adopt Al and drive digital
transformation.”

As part of this MoU, IBM will provide software

technologies and platforms over a cloud
environment enabling financial institutions to
customize and fine-tune large language Al
models in a sandbox environment. IBM will also
aim to build a Digital assistant-based solution that
facilitates the onboarding and integration of these
customized large language models for financial
institutions.

“Using Al for business is a strategic priority for

enterprises today to gain competitive advantage
through better productivity, innovation and
customer experience," said Sandip Patel,
Managing Director, IM India & South Asia.He
also added "This collaboration is a significant
step in our continued association with the
Government of Gujarat to accelerate the digital
transformation of the state. By establishing this
Al cluster, our aim is to make the latest Al
solutions easily accessible to the vibrant and
growing number of financial institutions in GIFT
City.”

IBM also stated that it will develop an Al

curriculum for schools and universities across
Gujarat, which aligns with its commitment to
skill 30 million people by 2030 and train 2 million
learners in Al by the end of 2026."These MoUs
are very detailed. We are also working to expedite
the Al adoption in MSMEs. It is our effort to bring
this futuristic technology to the people" said
Mona Khandhar Principal Secretary of the
Department of Science and Technology during
the signing of MoU.

The collaboration also includes literacy programs

and certifications for professionals in the state to
enhance the skill sets of professionals, preparing
the state's talent for the Al-driven future economy

Delhi High Court To Rule On K Kavitha's

Bail Plea In Excise Case On J

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court is
scheduled to pass judgment on bail
petitions moved by Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) leader K Kavitha in CBI
and ED cases related to the Excise Policy
case on July 1, 2024.The bench of Justice
Swarna Kanta Sharma, after hearing
submissions from all sides, decided to
reserve the order in the matter on May 28,
2024.For K Kavitha, Senior Advocate
Vikram Chaudhari and Advocate Nitesh
Rana argued in the matter. Advocates
Mohit Rao and Deepak Nagar also
appeared for K Kavitha. Advocate DP
Singh appeared for the CBI, and
Advocate Zoheb Hossain appeared for
the Enforcement Directorate.

The CBI, while opposing the bail plea,
stated that further investigation is at a
very crucial stage on certain key aspects,
including the involvement of other public
servants and private persons as well as the
flow of the ill-gotten money. If the
accused petitioner is released on bail,

there is every likelihood that she
will thwart the investigation, more

uly 1

Kumar.The plea moved by K

specifically when she fails to meet =

the 'triple test,' as laid down by the
Constitutional Courts in a catena

of decisions.The Enforcement Bt

Directorate (ED) also opposed the &=

bail plea and stated that in the case
of an offence of money

laundering, mere routine !

conditions that ensure the

presence of the accused during the S+

trial or protect the evidence are not

Kavitha stated that she is the mother
of two children, one of whom is a
minor presently under shock and
undergoing medical supervision.
Kavitha, in her fresh bail plea,
alleges that there have been
attempts to drag her into the scandal
by the members of the ruling party
at the Centre.

She, through the bail plea, submitted
that the entire case of the
Enforcement Directorate hinges

enough because of the trans-

border nature of the offence and the
influence that may be exercised by the
accused. An accused can anonymously
remove the money trail using the
technology available today, making the
investigation and trial infructuous.The
Delhi High Court had earlier issued a
notice to the Enforcement Directorate
and CBI on the bail petitions moved by
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader K

Kavitha in the money laundering case
pertaining to the scrapped Excise policy
of Delhi.

Recently, the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) filed a supplementary prosecution
complaint (chargesheet) in the Excise
Policy money laundering case in Rouse
Avenue Court. The chargesheet was filed
against BRS leader K Kavitha and other
accused, namely Chanpreet Singh,
Damodar, Prince Singh, and Arvind

upon statements made by the
approver, witnesses, or co-accused under
Section 50 of the PMLA. The Prosecution
Complaints do not provide a single
document that corroborates the
statements. There is not a single piece of
evidence that points to the guilt of the
Applicant.She further stated that the
arrest of the applicant is illegal as Section
19 of the PMLA has not been complied
with.




INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

18 dead in Nigeria as suspected
female bombers target wedding,

funeral, hospital

World. At least 18 people were killed and 30 injured in a
series of attacks by suspected female suicide bombers
in Nigeria's northeastern Borno state on Saturday
(local time), according to the head of the state's
emergency management agency.The attacks,
targeting a wedding, funeral, and hospital in the town
of Gwoza, come amidst a long-running Islamist
insurgency in the region.Borno has been theepicentre
of this 15-year conflict, which has claimed thousands
of lives and displaced millions.While the Nigerian
military has weakened the militant groups, they
continue to carry out deadly attacks on civilians and
security forces.

Barkindo Saidu, head of the Borno State Emergency
Management Agency, confirmed the deaths, which
included children, adults, and pregnant women. He
also detailed the severity of the injuries, ranging from
internal organ damage to skull and limb fractures.

No group has yet claimed responsibility for the attacks.
Authorities are investigating.Borno state has long
been a stronghold for Boko Haram and its splinter
group, Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP).
These militant groups remain active across the vast

Rishi Sunak opens up about his
Hindu faith at London temple:
'Dharma guides me'

World British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak opened up
about his Hindu faith, calling it a source of
"inspiration and comfort" during a visit to a London
temple on Saturday, accompanied by his wife,
Akshata Murty.

On astopover at the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir
with days to go to the high-stakes UK elections,
Sunak addressed worshippers and talked about the
concept of Dharma as a guiding principle in his
approach to public service."Now, I am a Hindu. And
like all of you, I draw inspiration and comfort from
my faith. [ was proud to be sworn in as a member of
parliament on the Bhagavad Gita,” Sunak said.A
self-proclaimed "proud Hindu", he further said, "Our
faith teaches us to do our duty and not fret about the
outcome as long as one does it faithfully. That is what
I was brought up to believe by my wonderful and
loving parents, and that is how I try and live my life.
And that is what [ want to pass on to my daughters as
they grow up. It is Dharma which guides me in my
approach to public service.The UK Prime Minister
also engaged in lighthearted moments with the
gathering, especially after a priest remarked upon
how he had "raised the bar" for children in the Hindu
community as it was "no longer enough to become
justadoctor, a lawyer, an accountant”."If my parents
were here and you asked them, they would probably
tell you that they would have preferred it if I had
become a doctor or a lawyer or an accountant,"
Sunak quipped, drawing laughter from the
congregation.

Afghan women's rights an internal

issue, says Taliban government
hefore UN-led talks

Kabul. Taliban authorities said on Saturday that demands
over women's rights were "Afghanistan's issues" to
solve, ahead of United Nations-led engagement talks
where the exclusion of Afghan women has sparked
outcry.

The Taliban governmnt, which has imposed restrictions
on women since seizing power in 2021 that the UN has
described as "gender apartheid", will send its first
delegation to the third round of talks starting in Qatar on
Sunday.Civil society representatives, including from
women's rights groups, will attend meetings with the
international envoys and UN officials on Tuesday, after
the official talks.Rights groups have condemned the
exclusion of Afghan women from the main meetings
and the lack of human rights issues on the agenda.

The Taliban authorities "acknowledge the issues about
women", government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
told a news conference in Kabul on the eve of the latest
talks."But these issues are Afghanistan's issues," said
Mujahid, who will lead the delegation.
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Caribbean islands brace for Hurricane Beryl
to become dangerous major storm

hurricane Saturday as it churned toward
the southeastern Caribbean, with
forecasters warning it was expected to
become a dangerous major storm before
reaching Barbados late Sunday or early
Monday.

A major hurricane is considered Category 3

or higher, with winds of at least 178 kph.
On Saturday night, Beryl was a Category
1 hurricane, marking the farthest east that
a hurricane formed in the tropical Atlantic
in June, breaking a record set in 1933,
according to Philip Klotzbach, Colorado
State University hurricane researcher.A
hurricane warning was issued for
Barbados, St. Lucia, Grenada, and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines. A tropical
storm warning was posted for Martinique
and Tobago and a tropical storm watch for
Dominica.“It’s astonishing to see a
forecast for a major (Category 3+)
hurricane in June anywhere in the Atlantic,
let alone this far east in the deep tropics.
#Beryl organising in a hurry over the
warmest waters ever recorded for late

Puerto Rico. Beryl strengthened into a Beryl's centre was forecast to pass about 45

kilometres south of Barbados, said Sabu
Best, director of the island's
meteorological service. Forecasters then
expect the storm to cross the Caribbean
on a path toward Jamaica and eventually
Mexico.On Saturday night, Beryl was
centred about 1,060 kilometres east-
southeast of Barbados, with maximum

sustained winds of 130 kph. It was | =

moving west at 35 kph.Rapid
strengthening is now forecast,” the
Miami-based US National Hurricane
Centre said.Atmospheric science
researcher Tomer Burg noted that Beryl
was just a tropical depression with 56.3
kph winds on Friday.“This means that
according to preliminary data, Beryl
already met rapid intensification criteria
before even becoming a hurricane,” he
wrote on the social media platform X.

Warm waters were fuelling Beryl, with

ocean heat content in the deep Atlantic the
highest on record for this time of year,
according to Brian McNoldy, University
of Miami tropical meteorology researcher.

June,” Florida-based hurricane expert Beryl also is the strongest June tropical

Michael Lowry posted on X.

storm on record that far east in the tropical

Atlantic, according to Klotzbach.“We
remain absolutely vigilant and need to
take every precaution that is possible for
ourselves, for our family and for our
neighbours,” Barbadian Prime Minister
Mia Mottley said in a public address
Saturday night, asking that all businesses
close by Sunday evening. “We do not
want to put anybody's life at risk.”

She noted that thousands of people are in
Barbados for the Twenty20 World Cup
cricket final, with India beating South
Africa on Saturday in the capital of
Bridgetown. It is considered cricket's
biggest event.Some fans, like Shashank
Musku, a 33-year-old physician who lives
in Pittsburgh, were rushing to change

their flights to leave before the
storm.Rapid strengthening is now
forecast,” the Miami-based US
National Hurricane Centre
said.Atmospheric science researcher
Tomer Burg noted that Beryl was just a
tropical depression with 56.3 kph winds
on Friday.“This means that according
to preliminary data, Beryl already met
rapid intensification criteria before
even becoming a hurricane,” he wrote
on the social media platform X.

Warm waters were fuelling Beryl, with

ocean heat content in the deep Atlantic the
highest on record for this time of year,
according to Brian McNoldy, University
of Miami tropical meteorology researcher.

Beryl also is the strongest June tropical

storm on record that far east in the tropical
Atlantic, according to Klotzbach.

“We remain absolutely vigilant and need to

take every precaution that is possible for
ourselves, for our family and for our
neighbours,” Barbadian Prime Minister
Mia Mottley said in a public address
Saturday night, asking that all businesses
close by Sunday evening. “We do not
want to put anybody's life at risk.

Gaza ceasefire talks stall as Israel not
ready to end war, says Hamas

Cairo. A senior official of the militant
Islamist group Hamas, Osama Hamdan,
said on Saturday there has been no
progress in ceasefire talks with Israel
over the Gaza war.The Palestinian
group is still ready to "deal positively"
with any ceasefire proposal that ends
the war, Hamdan told a news
conference in Beirut.Arab mediators'
efforts, backed by the United States,
have so far failed to conclude a
ceasefire, with both sides blaming each
other for the impasse. Hamas says any
deal must end the war and bring full
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, while
Israel says it will accept only
temporary pauses in fighting until
Hamas, which has ruled Gaza since
2007, is eradicated.Hamdan also
blamed the United States for applying
pressure on Hamas to accept Israel's
conditions."Once again, Hamas is
ready to deal positively with any
proposal that secures a permanent
ceasefire, a comprehensive withdrawal
from Gaza Strip and a serious swap
deal," said Hamdan, referring to a
potential swap of hostages held in Gaza
for Palestinians in Israeli prisons.

When Hamas-led militants stormed into
southern Israel on Oct. 7 they killed
around 1,200 people and seized more

Paris. However, the electoral system
can make it hard to estimate the precise
distribution of seats in the 577-seat
National Assembly, and the final
outcome will not be known until the
end of voting on July 7."We are going
to win an absolute majority," said Le
Pen in a newspaper interview on
Wednesday, predicting that her protége,
28-year-old Jordan Bardella would be
prime minister. Her party has a high-
spending economic programme and
seeks to reduce immigration.If the RN
does win an absolute majority, French
diplomacy could be headed for an
unprecedented period of turbulence:
with Macron - who has said he will
continue his presidency until the end of
his term in 2027 - and Bardella jostling
for the right to speak for France.France
has had three periods of "cohabitation"
- when the president and government
are from opposite political camps - in

than 250 hostage, according to Israeli
tallies.The Israeli offensive in
retaliation has so far killed nearly
38,000 people, according to the Gaza
health ministry, and has left the heavily
built-up coastal enclave in ruins.

The Gaza health ministry does not
distinguish between combatants and
non-combatants but officials say most
of the dead are civilians. Israel has lost
more than 300 soldiers in Gaza and
says at least a third of the Palestinian
dead are fighters.Palestinian health
officials said Israeli military strikes
across the enclave had so far killed at
least 35 people and wounded others on
Saturday.The Israeli military on
Saturday announced the death f two
soldiers killed in combat in northern
Gaza, as Israeli forces pressed on with
an offensive in the Shejaia
neighbourhood in Gaza City.Residents
said tanks advanced deeper into several
districts including the area around the
local market and there was heavy fire
from the air and the ground.

The armed wing of Hamas and the allied
Islamic Jihad reported fierce fighting,
saying fighters fired anti-tank rockets
and mortar bombs against the forces
operating there.The Israeli military
said dozens of Palestinian gunmen

l"..; 4

its post-war history, but none with such
radically divergent world views
competing at the top of the state.
Bardella has already indicated he would
challenge Macron on global issues.
France could lurch from being a pillar
of the EU to a thorn in its side,
demanding a rebate of the French
contribution to the EU budget, clashing
with Brussels over European
Commission jobs and reversing
Macron's calls for greater EU unity and

were killed over the past two days in
close quarters combat and airstrikes in
Shejaia, after forces encircled what it
described as a civilian area converted
by Hamas into a militant compound.

"In the area, the troops located
observation posts, weapons, enemy
drones and a long-range rocket
launcher near the schools," the military
said in a statement.Hamas has denied
assertions that it operates in civilian
areas such as schools and hospitals.ore
than eight months into Israel's air and
ground war in Gaza, militants
continued to stage attacks on Israeli
forces, operating in areas that the
Israeli army said it had gained control
over months ago.Israeli leaders have
said in the past week that the intense
phase of the war is approaching its end,
and that the next stage of the offensive
will mainly be smaller-scale operations
meant to stop Hamas from
reassembling.Meanwhile Israeli forces
operating in several districts in Rafah,
in the southern Gaza Strip, killed
several Palestinians and forced
families living in the far western edge
of the city along the coastal areas to
head northwards, according to
Palestinian medical officials and
residents.

France to vote in historic snap polls, far-right likely to replace Macron

assertiveness on defence.A clear
RN victory would also bring
uncertainty as to where France
stands on the Russia-Ukraine war.
Le Pen has a history of pro-Russian
sentiment and while the party now
says it would help Ukraine defend
itself against Russian invaders, it
has also set out red lines, such as
refusing to provide long-range
missiles.

'SPLIT VOTE FAVOURS RN'

Opinion polls have suggested the RN has
a comfortable lead of 33-36% of the
popular vote, with a hastily assembled
left-wing coalition, the New Popular
Front, in second place on 28-31% and
Macron's centrist alliance in third on
20-23%.The New Popular Front
includes a wide range of parties, from
the moderate centre-left to the hard-left,
eurosceptic, anti-NATO party France
Unbowed.

UK's Labour Party vows to
stamp out anti-India sentiments
in bid to woo community

World In abid to win back the Indian community,
the Labour Party, the UK's opposition party, has
committed itself to eliminating anti-India
sentiments within its ranks and constructing a
strong strategic partnership with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led government.The party made
the commitment while it hopes to dislodge the
Rishi Sunak-led Conservatives and form the
government after the July 4 general
election.Labour's resolution in favour of
international intervention into the Kashmir issue
during an annual conference under former leader
Jeremy Corbyn was widely believed to have led
to a loss of British Indian votes for the party in the
2019 polls. There have also been concerns over
some Labour councillors espousing pro-
Khalistan views.At a 'Political Hustings' event
for the UK's South Asian community in London
held on Friday, Labour Party chair and shadow
secretary of state for women and equalities,
Anneliese Dodds, asserted that the party led by
Keir Starmer is confident of having cleansed its
ranks of any members with such extremist views.

"We would certainly never take any group of voters,
wherever they're from, for granted; we're
working hard for everyone's votes," said Dodds,
in response to a question posed by news agency
PTI on winning back Indian diaspora voters
alienated in the last polls."If there is any evidence
of that (anti-India sentiment), whichever group
of people, I will do something about that," she
stated.Dodds appealed to the "incredible
diaspora" community to "furnish details" of any
Labour members who could jeopardise India-UK
tiesunder a future Labour government.

"Going beyond warm words, we want to build that
practical, strong relationship. Labour has talked a
lot about a strategic partnership with India that
covers trade. But we want to see cooperation in
other areas as well, such as new technologies, the
environment and security," she said.

From the Conservatves's side, Felicity Buchan,
Minister at the Department for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities, highlighted the
party's pro-India track record and having a Prime
Minister of Indian heritage in Rishi Sunak.

"I think that the relationship with India is incredibly
important. The diaspora that we have in the UK
adds so much to our life here in the UK," said
Buchan, who is the party candidate for
Kensington and Bayswater in London.

"We have very strong historic and cultural ties, but
there is so much to be done going forward. We are
negotiating a free trade agreement (FTA) at the
moment.

Iran to hold runoff election after historic
low turnout in presidential polls

Dubai. Iran will hold a runoff presidential ~ Pourmohammadi had over 206,000 paramilitary Revolutionary

"We are working to find a logical path toward solutions
inside Afghanistan so that, God forbid, our country
doesn'tagain fall into conflict and discord."

He said the Taliban government would represent all of
Afghanistan at the meetings and, given their authority,
should be the only Afghans at the table."If Afghans
participate through several channels, it means we are
still scattered, our nation is still not unified," he said.

The talks were launched by the UN in May 2023 and aim
to increase international coordination on engagement
with the Taliban authorities, who ousted a Western-
backed government when they swept to power.

The Taliban government has not been officially
recognised by any state and the international
community has wrestled with its approach to
Afghanistan's new rulers, with women's rights issues a
sticking point for many countries.Taliban authorities
were not invited to the first talks in Doha last year and
refused to attend the second conference, demanding
that they be the sole Afghan representatives to the
exclusion of invited civil society groups.That condition
has been met for the third round.

election pitting a little-known reformist
against a hard-line former nuclear
negotiator after results released Saturday
showed the lowest-ever poll turnout in the
Islamic Republic’s history.More than 60
per cent of voters cast no ballot in the race
that saw reformist Masoud Pezeshkian
best Saeed Jalili, who competed
alongside two other hard-liners.With
Jalili now alone in facing the cardiac
surgeon, Pezeshkian's campaign would
need to draw voters to the July 5 runoffin
an election they've otherwise not taken
part in as public anger hardens following
years of Iran facing economic hardships
and mass protests under its Shiite
theocracy.“Let’s look at it as a protest in
its own right: A very widespread choice to
reject what’s on offer — both the
candidates and the system,” said Sanam
Vakil, the director of Chatham House's
Middle East and North Africa program.
“That tells us a lot about public opinion
and apathy, frustration. It sort of brings it
all together.”Of the 24.5 million votes
cast in Friday's election, Pezeshkian got
10.4 million while Jalili received 9.4
million, election spokesman Mohsen
Eslami announced. Parliament speaker
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf got 3.3
million, while Shiite cleric Mostafa

votes.Iranian law requires that a winner
gets more than 50 per cent of all votes
cast. Ifnot, the race’s top two candidates
advance to arunoff a week later. There’s
been only one other runoff presidential
election in Iran’s history: in 2005, when
hard-liner Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
bested former President Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani.As has been the case since
the 1979 Islamic Revolution, women
and those calling for radical change
have been barred from running, while the
vote itself will have no oversight from
internationally recognised
monitors. There were signs of the wider
disenchantment of the public with the
vote. More than 1 million votes were
voided, according to the results, typically
a sign of people feeling obligated to casta
ballot but not wanting to select any of the
candidates.The overall turnout was 39.9
per cent, according to the results. The
2021 presidential election that elected
Raisi saw a 48.8 per cent turnout, while
the March parliamentary election saw a
40.6 per cent turnout. There had been calls
for a boycott, including from imprisoned
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Narges
Mohammadi. Mir Hossein Mousavi, one
of the leaders of the 2009 Green
Movement protests who remains under

Guard and head of Iran's police,
had been thought to have a wider
power base, despite being
plagued by corruption allegations
and his role in past violent
crackdowns.He quickly endorsed
Jalili in conceding the result and
criticised Pezeshkian for allying
himself with President Hassan

house arrest, has also refused to vote
along with his wife, his daughter said.
There’s also been criticism that Pezeshkian
represents just another government-
approved candidate. In a documentary on
the reformist candidate aired by state TV,
one woman said her generation was
“moving toward the same level” of
animosity with the government that
Pezeshkian’s generation had in the 1979
revolution.Jalili, once described by CIA
director Bill Burns as “stupefyingly
opaque” in negotiations, likely would
have won outright had the three hard-
liners not split Friday's vote. Jalili is
known as the “Living Martyr” after losing
a leg in the 1980s Iran-Iraq war and is
famous among Western diplomats for his
haranguing lectures and hard-line
stances.Qalibaf, a former general in Iran's

Rouhani and his former foreign
minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif.
The two reached Iran's 2015 nuclear deal
with world powers, which later collapsed
after then-President Donald Trump
unilaterally withdrew from the
accord.“The road is not over yet, and
despite the fact that I respect Mr. Dr.
Pezeshkian personally, ... I ask all the
revolutionary forces and my supporters to
help stop the wave that is causing an
important part of our economic and
political problems today,” Qalibaf said in
a statement.Now the question becomes
whether Pezeshkian will be able to draw
voters into his campaign. On Election
Day, he offered comments on outreach to
the West after voting seemingly aimed at
drumming up turnout for his campaign —
even after being targeted by a veiled
warning from Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.
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New York to Mumbai: Ecstatic fans
celebrate India's historic 720 World
Cup win

New Delhi. The Indian cricket fans all around
the globe celebrated the team's incredible
T20 World Cup win on June 29, Saturday in
Barbados. India defeated South Africa by 7
runs to secure their 2nd T20 World Cup title
and went undefeated throughout the
tournament. Virat Kohli starred with the bat
as he scored 76 runs, while the bowlers
pulled the game for the side.Jasprit Bumrah,
Hardik Pandya and Arshdeep Singh sealed
the win in the end and this kickstarted
celebrations across the globe. Fans had
gathered in the heart of New York city as they
watched the game closely on the big screen.
As soon as the final delivery was bowled, the
fans erupted as the celebrations got
underway. You can see the viral video
below:The major cities in India also
celebrated the win late into the night as fans
in Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Lucknow
and Hyderabad couldn't contain their
excitement. Fans in Hyderabad were seen
carrying a big Indian flag on the road.

How did the T20 World Cup 2024 final unfold?

Having won the toss India opted to bat first and
got a strong start, but they were pegged back
immediately. Kohli and Axar Patel then put
together a strong partnership, which laid the
foundation for a big push in the back end of

the innings.India eventually reached 176
runs in 20 overs and the South African chase
had a shaky start. They lost Reeza Hendricks
and Aiden Markram early before Quinton de
Kock and Trsitan Stubbs consolidated things
for them.Heinrich Klaasen then played an
incredible knock of 52 off 27 balls before
Hardik Pandya dismissed him. This triggered
amighty collapse as South Africa fell short in
the end and India emerged as the champions.

India will win many trophies in
next 5-6 years: Rahul Dravid

after happy ending as coach

New Delhi. Rahul Dravid backed India to win
several trophies in the coming years. Dravid
finished his career as the head coach on a
high after the Men in Blue won the T20
World Cup 2024 title. On Saturday, June 29,
India beat Aiden Markram’s South Africa by
7 runs at the Kensington Oval in Bridgetown,
Barbados and ended their 11-year-long wait
to win an ICC title.Dravid took charge of the
Indian team from November 2021 after Ravi
Shastri stepped down. Under his tenure,
India finished as the runners-up in the World
Test Championship last year and the ODI
World Cup. However, after a couple of
disappointing finishes in 2023, Dravid and
his men got their hands on the coveted T20
World Cup trophy.There is fantastic talent in
the Indian cricket team. Their energy and
confidence is on another level at this time. In
the coming times, India will win so many
trophies, in the next 5-6 years. This was a
journey of 2 years. The construction of this
team and the kind of skills we wanted, the
players we wanted. The discussions started
when I started in 2021 and this is not the work
of just this World Cup, It feels like a journey
of 2 years,” Dravid said after the match.

‘Been a great journey’

Back in 2003, Dravid missed out on winning
the World Cup after India lost to Australia in
the final. 4 years later, in 2007, India failed to
go beyond the league stage. In 2018, he won
the U19 World Cup with the Indian team in
New Zealand back in 2018."As a player, I
was not lucky enough to win a trophy but I
gave my best...I was lucky enough to be
given an opportunity to coach a team, I was
lucky that this bunch of boys made it possible
for me to be able to win this trophy. It is a
great feeling, it is not like I was aiming for
some redemption, it was the job I was
doing...it has been a great journey,” Dravid
added.

IND vs SA: India have one final
huddle after T20 World Cup
celebrations in Barbados

NEW DELHI. The Indian team had one final
huddle with Rahul Dravid and the rest of the
support staff after their T20 World Cup 2024
celebrations came to an end in Barbados on
June 29, Saturday. India won their 2nd T20
World Cup title on Saturday as they clinched
athrilling win over South Africa. The players
were able to dig deep and get the victory
from the jaws of defeat in Barbados.The
celebrations started as soon as the final
delivery was bowled by Hardik Pandya, and
it extended all the way till the trophy
presentation, when Rohit Sharma pulled off
the iconic Ric Flair strut. Rahul Dravid also
joined in as he was pumped up while lifting
the trophy in an incredible moment and the
departing coach was given a fine farewell as
he was thrown up in the air by the
players.After the celebrations were done and
the crowd left the Kensington Oval, the team
decided to have one final huddle along with
the coaching staff and Dravid. It seemed to
be a long session as the entire stadium had
emptied out by then and the players were
right in the middle of the ground.

End of cycle for Indian cricket

The T20 World Cup 2024 final win marked the
end of a cycle for Indian cricket. Apart from
Dravid's departure as the coach, Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma also decided to end their
T20I career for the national team with the
win.Rohit said he found it was the perfect
time for him to call time on his career, while
Kohli admitted it was now a chance for the
younger talent to step up for the team and
carry it forward.India will begin their new
cycle with the tour of Zimbabwe in a 5-match
T20I series, which will see Shubman Gill
leading the team. There will also be a tour of
South Africa later in the year as they will play
4 T20I matches.

New Delhi.

NEW DELHI.

The bowlers were able to get the job done in

Kapil Dev 1983, Suryakumar Yadav 2024.
Two unforge’r’ruleWorId Cup final catches

New Delhi. The Indian cricket team began a
new chapter in their cricketing history as
they won the T20 World Cup 2024 on
Saturday, June 29 at Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados. The Men in Blue
beat South Africa by seven runs in the
summit clash to clinch their second T20
World Cup trophy. The victory brought an

end to their 1l-year-long ICC Trophy |
drought as the Asian Giants last tasted glory |

in 2013 by winning the Champions

Trophy.However, the dream once again |

seemed to be diminished as Heinrich
Klaasen brought South Africa on the verge

of the win by launching a 24-run assault -

against Axar Patel. Just when the match
seemed to be running away from India,
Hardik Pandya dismissed the dangerous
Klaasen making him edge one to
wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant.However, with
David Miller at the crease, the Proteas still
breathed easy, given his finishing prowess.
The southpaw seemed determined to take
the game away as he hit the first ball towards
long off. With the ball travelling in the air,
everybody had their hearts in their mouths
but the calm head of Suryakumar Yadav at

the long off boundary helped him take one of

the greatest catches ever under pressure.The
33-year-old took hold of the ball and got rid

of it immediately with the momentum taking
him over the fence. However, he quickly
jumped back in and completed one the
greatest catches ever in the history of ICC
events.Courtesy of his Herculean effort,
India managed to pull things back and

registered one of the greatest come-from-
behind victories in a World Cup final.
Suryakumar Yadav’s catch reminded people
of Kapil Dev’s historic take from the 1983
World Cup final.

Kapil Dev's catch from 1983 World Cup

Virat Kohli-Rohit Sharma lead the way as team
India tosses Rahul Dravid in the air after win

Raw emotions unfurled after
team India won the T20 World Cup 2024
trophy at the Kensington Oval, Barbados

for India. The three legends of the game
received a perfect ending for all that they
have done for the Indian team over the

"This was a journey of 2 years, this T20

World Cup. The construction of this team
and the kind of skills we wanted, the

on June 29, Saturday. The celebrations
were wild as the team got their hands
on the ICC trophy after a wait of 11
years. Team India head coach Rahul
Dravid had his last in the office at the
helm of affairs, and he got a fairytale
ending. Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
led the way as the Indian team tossed
Dravid in the air. In a video posted by
the ICC on their official social media
handle, Dravid seemed really
emotional as he hugged Kohli.The
celebrations were to bid a perfect
farewell to Dravid with a champions
medal around his neck. Dravid was at
his animated best as he got his hands on the
T20 World Cup 2024 trophy. After the
historic win, Kohli and Rohit also
announced their retirement from the T20Is

years.Fairytale ending for Dravid

While speaking to the media, Dravid

described the emotions and what this win
meant to him and the entire team.

players we wanted. The
discussions started when I started
in 2021a€ethis is not the work of
just this World Cupa€alt feels
like ajourney of 2 years."
ravid also expressed his gratitude
for winning an ICC trophy as
head coach, if not as a player."As
a player, I was not lucky enough
to win a trophy but I gave my
besta€ael was lucky enough to be
given an opportunity to coach a
team, [ was lucky that this bunch
of boys made it possible for me to
be able to win this trophy. It is a
great feeling, it is not like I was aiming for
some redemption, it was the job I was
doinga€xit has been a great journey,"
Dravid said.

Legendary: Conor McGregor reacts to Virat
Kohli's touching T20 World Cup triumph post

Former UFC Champion
and MMA star Conor McGregor
commented on Virat Kohli's
heartwarming post after the T20 World
Cup 2024 final win over South Africa on
June 29, Saturday in Barbados. Kohli was
the star of the show as India defeated
South Africa by 7 runs to lift their 2nd T20

World Cup crown in Barbados and end |

their ICC title drought. The star batter
scored 76 off 59 balls as India posted 176
runs in their 20 overs.

the end after a big scare from Heinrich
Klaasen. After the win, Kohli announced
that he would be retiring from T20Is for the
Indian team and put up a lengthy post on his
official Instagram account. The star batter
said he couldn't have dreamt of a better day
than this and thanked god for it."Couldn’t
have dreamt of a better day than this. God is
great and I bow my head in gratitude. We
finally did it. jai hind," said Kohli.As

expected, a lot of fans commented on the
post with McGregor and David Warner
being standouts. McGregor called the post
legendary, while Warner said that the win
was well-deserved.

Brazil and Real Madrid forward Vinicius Jr.

also commented on Kohli's post with 4 fire
emojis.Why did Kohli decide to retire from

T20Is?Kohli announced
during the post-match
presentation that he wanted
the next generation to take
the T20 game forward.

"We wanted to lift that cup.
Wanted to Yes I have, this
was an open secret. Not
something that [ wasn't going
to announce even if we had
lost. Time for the next
generation to take the T20
game forward. It's been a
long wait for us, waiting to
win an ICC tournament. You

look at someone like Rohit, he's played 9

T20 World Cups and this is my sixth. He

deserves it," Kohli said after winning the

T20 World Cup 2024.

Along with Kohli, Rohit Sharma also stepped

away from T20Is. Kohli was adjudged as the
Player Of The Match for his performance in
the final.

Notably, during the final, star West Indies
batter Viv Richards was running away
with the game with his quick-fire knock of
33 (27) chasing just 184. However, he
ended up pulling Madan Lal towards deep
mid-wicket where Kapil Dev completed a
tremendous running catch running
backwards and ushered India into a
golden period in their cricketing
history.The catch turned the game on its
head as West Indies got bundled out for
140 and India clinched their first-ever
World Cup in 1983. The story of Kapil’s
devils taking down the mighty West
Indies is called one of the greatest
underdog stories in sporting history as
India beat the two-time World
Champions.41 years later, Suryakumar
Yadav also turned India’s fortunes with
his game-changing catch in the final over.
While Kapil’s catch changed the face of
Indian cricket forever, Suryakumar
Yadav’s brought an end to the 11-year-
long agony of Indian cricket as the team
tirelessly waited for an ICC Title.As

Indian cricket starts another glorious chapter
in their cricketing history, Kapil Dev and
Suryakumar Yadav will be forever be
remembered for turning the team’s fortunes
with their marvellous fielding.

You have got to take your hats

off to a team like India for lifting

trophy: Aiden Markram

New Delhi. South African captain Aiden

Markram lauded the Indian team for finally
crossing the final hurdle and lifting the
trophy. Team India created history as they
won the ICC T20 World Cup 2024 trophy at
the Kensington Oval, Barbados on June 30,
Saturday. It was a 'gut-wrenching' loss for
South Africa, who fell short by just 7 runs to
lift their maiden World Cup trophy. The
Proteas had made it to their first-ever World
Cup final.

South Africa were on the verge of shedding the

‘chokers' tag, but the Indian bowlers staged
one of the most dramatic comebacks in the
history of the T20 World Cup final. South
Africa were cruising in the chase as they
needed just 30 runs in the last 30 balls.
However, Hardik Pandya picked the wicket
of Heinrich Klaasen and the equation came
to 16 needed off the last over. India managed
to defend the total of 176 runs and win the
title. While addressing the post-match press-
conference, Markram said that they came a
step closer this time and will look to lift their
first-ever title the next time.

"Hopefully it's one step closer. It's tournament

cricket, it's tough cricket, it's not easy to win
trophies and you've got to take your hats off
to a team like India for lifting the trophy. A
lot of hard work goes into it. But yeah, we'd
like to think we're one step closer and
hopefully moving forward we can get that
first win and it can be a snowball effect of
quite a few to come," Markram said.

India creates history
The Proteas captain was 'gutted' with the loss

and admitted that the total was chaseable. He
was proud of the team for how they batted as
well as bowled."Gutted for the time being.
It'll take some time for us to have a really
good reflection on a really good campaign
the group had. Obviously, for the time being,
like I mentioned, it hurts quite a bit. Having
said that, I'm incredibly proud of this group
of players and everyone involved with the
team. I feel they bowled well. Don't think
there was a whole lot to work with regards to
the pitch. Thought we did well to restrict
them to what we thought was a chaseable
total. Thought we batted really well as well,
and it came down to the wire," Markram said
in the post-match presentation.

Rohit Sharma thanks MS Dhoni for wishes after
120 World Cup win: He did a lot for us

T20 World Cup: Rohit Sharma
thanked MS Dhoni for wishing
the Indian men's team after
their heist in the Caribbean and
USA. Rohit also retired from
T20Is, finishing as their leading
run-scorer.

NEW DELHI. I Rohit Sharma thanked MS
Dhoni after the Indian team won the Men’s
T20 World Cup 2024. On Saturday, India
won the title in the Caribbean and the USA
after beating South Africa by 7 runs in the
final at the Kensington Oval in Barbados.
The match went right down to the wire where
India held their nerves to successfully
defend 176.

IND vs SA, T20 World Cup Highlights |
Scorecard

After the match, Dhoni dropped an emotional
note on his Instagram handle. Dhoni talked
about the roller-coaster of emotions that he
went through during the course of the match.

Dhoni also thanked India for the “priceless
birthday gift”. On July 7, Dhoni will
celebrate his 43rd birthday.Dhoni wrote,
“WORLD CUP CHAMPIONS 2024.My
heart rate was up, well done on being calm,
having the self belief and doing what u guys

did. From all the Indians back home and
everywhere in the world a big thank you for
bringing the World Cup Home.
CONGRATULATIONS. Arreeee thanks for
the priceless birthday gift.”Rohit
acknowledged Dhoni for the wishes and

praised him for the laurels he has brought
for India. Dhoni won the T20 World Cup
in 2007, ODI World Cup in 2013 and the
Champions Trophy in2013.

“Dhoni used to be a fabulous player. He did
alot for us and the country. I felt good that
he appreciated us,” Rohit said after the
match.

‘Perfect situation for me’

After India’s triumph, Rohit also decided to
retire from T20Is along with Virat Kohli,
who won the Player of the Match award.
Rohit said that he could not have expected
for a better time to retire from T20Is.

"Whenever I feel inside what is right, I try
and do that that has been my nature when [
captained the team as well. What I feel
inside is what I want to do. I don't think a
lot about the past and future...I didn't
think that I would retire from T20 but such
a situation came and I thought it was the
perfect situation for me. Nothing better

than winning the cup and saying goodbye,"
Rohit added.Rohit retired from T20Is as
India’s all-time leading run-scorer. In 159
matches, he scored 4231 runs at an average
0f32.05 and a strike-rate of 140.89.
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Raash
hann

Introduces Adorable Niece In
Heartwarming Instagram Post

ﬁ ctress Raashii Khanna is one of the most prominent figures in the film

1l

industry. The actress started as a supporting actress in the film Madras Café

in 2013. She has done several exciting projects across various languages and
has garnered a lot of love from the audience. The diva is known for Jai Lava Kusa,
Supreme, Bengal Tiger and Tholi Pema. Apart from this, she is also active on social
media and shares her day-to-day activities. The actress posted a series of pictures of
herself with a baby girl on her latest social media post. Taking to Instagram, she
shared a bunch of pictures with her niece and wrote, “Our family just got a whole lot
cuter with the arrival of my beautiful niece. I already love you more than words can
say, our little princess.”

In the latest post, she is wearing a sky blue ruffled sleeveless flared maxi dress paired
with gold ear studs. The actress opted for a half-tied hairstyle. She is seen holding a
baby girl in a pink baby suit and matching cap. As soon as the actress shared the
post, fans commented with heart emojis and congratulations messages. Currently,
the photos are going viral on the internet.The actress recently bought a new,

luxurious home in Hyderabad. The pictures of the ceremony were shared by the
fans and went viral on social media.

She recently appeared in a Bollywood film Yodha, starring Sidharth Malhotra and
Disha Patani. The film was directed by Sagar Ambe and Pushkar Ojha. This year,
she also appeared in the Tamil-language comedy-horror film Aranmanai 4. The
film is directed by Sundar C and produced by Avni Cinemax and Benzz Media (P)
Ltd.Khanna is known to the Telugu industry through the film Oohalu Gusagusalade
in 2014. After that, she acted in the Tamil film Imaikkaa Nodigal in 2018. The
actress starred in several successful films like Bengal Tiger (2015), Suprem
(2016), Jai Lava Kusa (2017), Tholi Prema (2018), Imaikkaa Nodigal (2018
Venky Mama (2019), Prati Roju Pandage (2019), Thiruchitrambalam (2022
Sardar (2022) and Aranmanai 4 (2024) in Telugu and Tamil cinema.

Shriva Sara

Aces Minimalistic Ethnic

Look In Beige Sheer Saree
hriya Saran is totally killing it with her fashion sense. Trust her to take your breath away with her choice of /f' \
attire. From dishing out hot chic vibes in a simple t-shirt and denim shorts to exuding elegance in a couture
show and walking the ramp, she can do it all. Recently, the actress served the ultimate ethnic wear goals and

shared an array of pictures on social media that has left her fans floored. Shriya Saran never leaves an

opportunity to stun her fans. This time too, she left everyone in awe of her surreal beauty. She chose to drape a

bedazzled and embellished beige-coloured sheer saree that made her look spectacular. She further added a

matching sequinned blouse with sheer panel details and embellishments on the bust.

To further accentuate her look, Shriya Saran added
some gold-toned accessories like a necklace and
matching earrings. She also wore a few rings and a
silver bracelet. She also opted for muted-coloured
block heels to go with her look. For make-up, she
opted to keep it subtle by showcasing her flawless
skin, light smokey eyes, mascara on the lids and
pink lips.

She made her fans go into a frenzy. One fan wrote,
“OMG, are you even real?” Another commented,
“Marvellous photos.” One fan compared her to
“wine” hinting that she has aged like a fine wine.

Just a few days back, she took the internet by storm with
yet another choice of outfit that will make your jaws hit
the floor. The actress chose a stunning purple outfit
which she paired with a dark bluish-green cape and the

results are astonishing. She wore a purple bralette and she paired it with a dramatic thigh-high slit purple

skirt with floral prints all over. Making a case for maximalist fashion, she added a layer of a knee-length
dark-hued cape-cum-jacket with huge floral prints on it. To accessorise this look, she added statement
earrings that added an extra panache and a gold-toned spiral bracelet, which made it look like stacked
bangles. Finally, she added shimmery peep-toe heels. She opted for light makeup, liner on the eyes and
muted pink lips.

A

Agastya added,

When Navya Nanda Said

Agastya Nanda's Girlfriend
'Would Have To Go Through'
Jaya Bachchan, Shweta

gastya Nanda is rumoured to be dating
Shah Rukh Khan’s daughter, Suhana

Khan. The two have been rumoured to be

dating since they made their debut together in
Zoya Akhtar’s The Archies. While they haven’t
reacted to this speculation, fans often gush over
them when they are spotted together. Amid this,
an old clip of Navya Nanda has gone viral in
which she said that any woman in Agastya’s life
would have to go through her, Shweta
Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan.In an episode of
What The Hell Navya, Navya said, “If any girl
had to come in his life or be in his life, she’d
have to go through us three. I think I’'m the
easiest.” Agastya said that Jaya Bachchan
would be the ‘“hardest”, Shweta Bachchan
would be second and then Navya. This left Jaya
Bachchan in splits.
“You all are watered-down
versions of each other. Nani (Jaya Bachchan) is
there (points upwards), then mom, and then you
(Navya). But I know that you all are the same
person.”The clip resurfaced on Reddit recently
and went viral amid rumours of Suhana and
Agastya dating. Although Shah Rukh Khan’s
daughter Suhana Khan and Amitabh
Bachchan’s grandson Agastya Nanda have
been rumoured to be dating for a while now,
neither has addressed this speculation.

On the work front, Suhana Khan is gearing up for

her first feature film. It was reported earlier that
Suhana Khan will be teaming up with her father
Shah Rukh Khan for her next film, titled King.
The film will be directed by Sujoy Ghosh and
Siddharth Anand will be overseeing the action.
As per latest reports, the film will go on floors
in May this year. The film will be produced by
Shah Rukh Khan’s Red Chillies Entertainment
with Siddharth Anand’s Marflix
Entertainment.Meanwhile, Agastya Nanda will
soon be seen in Sriram Raghavan’s Ikkis
alongside Dharmendra and Jaideep Ahlawat.
Ikkis, meaning ‘twenty-one,” is a coming-of-
age drama centred on the poignant relationship
between a father and son during the 1971 Indo-
Pak War. Agastya Nanda portrays Second
Lieutenant Arun Khetrapal, with veteran actor
Dharmendra playing his father, Brigadier M.L.
Khetrapal.

Pankaj Tripathi Denies

Pankaj Jha's Claims Of

Glamourising Struggles,
Labels Comments As ‘Noise’

ctor Pankaj Tripathi has responded to

comments made by fellow actor Pankaj

Jha, who suggested that Tripathi had
“glamorised” his struggles in the industry.
Tripathi, who gained widespread recognition
from his role in Anurag Kashyap’s 2012 film
Gangs of Wasseypur, asserted that he has never
sought to “romanticize” his challenges within
the cinematic world. The exchange arose after
Pankaj Jha, celebrated for his role as Vidhayak
ji in the series Panchayat, remarked in an
interview with The Lallantop that individuals
pursuing their passion should relish their
journey rather than lament the hurdles they
encounter.Pankaj Jha recently shared his
perspective on how struggles in the
entertainment industry are often glamorized.
He remarked, “As we’ve seen often in the
industry, people like to glamourise their
struggles. Some people say they sold potatoes,
others say they lived in a tiny house, some say
they stole another actor’s slippers. I feel every
situation is a learning experience,” Jha’s
comment references a memorable anecdote
shared on The Kapil Sharma Show, where
Manoj Bajpayee recounted how Pankaj
Tripathi once took one of his slippers as a
memento while working at a hoel where
Bajpayee was staying as a guest.In a recent
interview with India Today, Pankaj Tripathi
responded to comments made by Pankaj Jha,
clarifying, “I never romanticised my journey
or struggles. Yes, I did mention that my wife
used to earn while I looked for work. I never
said that I would tie a gamcha (towel) on my
waist and sleep outside Andheri station. I had a
good and happy life when we moved to
Mumbai. I have never tried to glamorise or
seek sympathy fromit.”
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