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Civility a casualty
in Biden-Trump
debate

ANOTHER hallowed beacon of democracy died
in the US last week on the day the country’s two
main presidential candidates in this November’s
election held their first debate in a cable TV
studio.The independent Commission on
Presidential Debates (CPD) had steered some of
the mainstay quadrennial events in US
presidential politics, beginning with the election
to the White House in 1988. Its 36-year record
has been so outstanding that presidential debates
hosted by the CPD became one of the most
popular events of every presidential cycle in the
oldest democracy in the world. At least 15
nations around the world, especially emerging
post-Cold War democracies like Romania and
Ukraine and newly born countries like Bosnia-
Herzegovina, have adopted the US presidential
debate model. CPD staff have worked with these
15 struggling democracies to implement its
model during their presidential election
cycles.This year’s US presidential aspirants —
Democrat Joe Biden and Republican Donald
Trump — junked the CPD and opted for a studio
debate at the CNN headquarters in Atlanta. For
the first time, the debate was held without an
audience and without its customary welcome
applause for the candidates. Having been part of
the foreign media contingent at 12 previous
presidential debates, the revelry associated with
them is memorable for this writer. Popular
participation in those debates was not confined
to the auditoriums where the candidates sparred.
Such democracy in action eventually became
folklore and legends in towns which hosted the
debates. Festivities on the streets, in pubs and at
debate-watch parties, combined with the serious
business of politics, saw the dramatis personae
in election after election travel to small towns
and diverse states. The CPD debates mostly took
place in universities. This, in turn, motivated
young people to vote in a country where the
turnout has been low for many decades. The
CPD may live on in East Europe and Africa, but
in the US, the institution is dead, for now.

Customary civility was a casualty during the first
Biden-Trump debate of 2024. The two
candidates did not shake hands like they used to
amidst thundering bipartisan applause from the
audience. That tradition now lies buried amidst
partisan acrimony. At the two Biden-Trump
debates in 2020, too, the candidates did not
shake hands on the way to the lecterns. But that
was under medical advice because the Covid-19
pandemic was raging at that time. Physical
contact was discouraged, especially among
those over 60 years of age, and social distancing
was encouraged among all. The wives of the
candidates did not hug each other after the
debates in 2020, as was the practice because of
the pandemic. Nor did they do so last week.
There was no audience the spouses could be a
part of to climb the podium and join their
husbands at the end of the 90-minute grilling by
the moderators, usually TV anchors with coast-
to-coast name recognition. Such gracious acts in
the past were integral to the idea that when the
elections were over, the US would go back to
truly being the united states of the American
people. No more.No matter who wins the
November election, the US Supreme Court
made it explicit last week that its judges were no
longer going to sit back and watch their country
descend into a banana republic and hurtle
towards African- or Latin American-style chaos
in public life. Judicial activism will restrain
Biden and Trump, whoever of the two gets to
occupy the White House for the next four years.
The violence on Capitol Hill on January 6, 2021,
has deeply impacted every American who
believes in the rule of law. A spate of Supreme
Court decisions, coincidentally made during the
debate week, warned that Trump appointees to
the highest court would not be his poodles or be
grateful to him for their lifetime jobs.

LOVE him or hate him, but you just cannot

Without mincing words, Farage called out

FRIDAY’s roof collapse at the busy Delhi airport serves

Onus on West to bring Ukraine war to an end

Russia has been the steadiest of India’s allies, both in the best and the worst of times. The bilateral relations just cannot be undermined or weakened.
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ignore him. His comments and views
merit an in-depth analysis. In a BBC
interview and an article in The Telegraph,
Nigel Farage of the Reform UK party (a
pivotal figure of Brexit) questioned the
West’s conventional wisdom: “Don’t
blame me for telling the truth about
Putin’s war. Facing up facts about the
mistakes of the past has to be the first step
towards the peaceful future we all want
to see...” Farage was speaking on the
genesis of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine and the ongoing war.

the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine as
“immoral and outrageous”. Yet, he
recalled his 2014 statement in the
European Parliament that “there willbe a |
war in Ukraine” because “the expansion
of NATO and the European Union was
giving Putin a pretext he would not
ignore”. Farage added: “If you poke the
Russian bear with a stick, don’t be
surprised if he responds.”That takes us to
the history as well as geography of the
world and of Russia to assess the present imbroglio that
the West is well aware of, owing to its past of gory wars
and expansionist power politics for two centuries.Let’s
be clear about Russia’s size, location, position and
vastness. The erstwhile USSR had an area of 2.26 crore
square km. It lost 55 lakh square km in the 1991
breakup. Fourteen of its border provinces became
independent. In one stroke, the ‘land border’ came back
to haunt Russian rulers as the prime factor for the
safety, security and sovereignty of mighty
Moscow.Naval historian Alfred Thayer Mahan’s
theory that “land powers are perennially insecure”
holds true for Moscow as things have gone from bad to
worse. Thus, no sooner did Russia shrink — what
Napoleon and Hitler failed to do with their guns — that
NATO and EU got into the expansion game, as is made
clear by Farage.After the 9/11 terror attacks, Russia
unconditionally supported the US, leading to the
Moscow-Washington summit of Ljubljana, Slovenia,
in June 2002. However, it was followed by NATO
leading the charge for the membership of Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and
Slovenia to expand its zone of political and military
influence. NATO was closing in towards 21st-century

as a reminder of the underlying problems plaguing
India’s ambitious infrastructure push. The incident,
which occurred during the heaviest rainfall recorded

in Delhi on a June day in 88 years, caused the death of

one person and left several injured. It not only
disrupted airport operations but also shook public

confidence in the robustness of our infrastructure. The |

incident is symptomatic of a broader problem as
similar lapses have been reported across the country.
From the collapse of bridges in Bihar to water leakage
in the newly built Ram Temple and the fury unleashed
by the monsoon in Himachal Pradesh, such disasters
raise questions about planning, execution and
maintenance of projects.The problem isn’t merely the
rain; it is faulty drainage. As cities expand and green
spaces turn to grey concrete, rainwater floods roads.
Most new development projects lack proper
stormwater drains, and many existing ones are

Russia’s underbelly as well as routes through which
Napoleon and Hitler ravaged Russia. What happened
before begs a reference pertaining to the Russian-
speaking demography in Ukraine. Essentially, the
problem originated because a lack of “national or
ethnic homogeneity” is common to all former Soviet
republics. The issue of Russian minorities proved to be
the most difficult to resolve in Estonia, Latvia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan.

In the December 1991 plebiscite in Crimea (which has 90

per cent Russian-speaking population), “54.2 per cent
voted in favour of independence from Ukraine. It is
confirmed by the election of the Crimean parliament
with a majority firmly in favour of a union with Russia”
(from Frontiers: Territories and State Formation in
Modern World by Malcolm Anderson, 1996).

Let’s now look beyond Russia. Why did France and

Germany fight for years over Alsace-Lorraine and
Eupen-Malmedy? Why did Germany find it
compelling to annex Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia,
Schleswig and Holstein in the 19th and 20th centuries?
Why does China object to anyone even talking about
Tibet and Taiwan? Why can’t India allow any power to
go near Bhutanese territory and why does it want its

Wake-up call for infra and urban planning

repurposed for sewage. Elevated green belts and tiled
roadsides obstruct natural drainage, leading to
persistent urban flooding — an anthropogenic
phenomenon. It calls for a re-evaluation of urban
planning.The Delhi airport incident also underscores
the necessity of monitoring major projects. The Modi

island neighbours not to pose a
threat to Indian security? Why
does Iran want the narrow and
shallow Strait of Hormuz to be
free of US carriers? Why did
Margaret Thatcher fight the
1982 war in the Falkland
Islands, which are some 10,000
miles from the British Isles?
Why does Australia feel
apprehensive of any non-
Western nation approaching
Tasmania, New Zealand and
islands around Canberra? Why
did the Anglo-French forces
fight Egypt in 1956 over the
Suez Canal, which legitimately
belongs to Cairo and neither to
Paris nor London? Why did the
US retaliate against Japan with
atomic bombs in 1945 and
punish Iraq and Afghanistan
over the 9/11 attacks? Why is
the Levant war, instead of
ceasing, showing signs of
extinction of several groups
which flourished for years owing to the geopolitical
interests of the West? Can it be said that whereas war is
the terror of the prosperous, terror is the war of the
poor?

Coming back to Farage, there is no doubt that Russian

Airport roof collapse

President Vladimir Putin is the aggressor and Ukraine
the victim. The West did provoke Putin to the point of
no return. It’s, therefore, the duty and responsibility of
the West to find ways to stop the Ukraine war. The 28-
month-old war between Moscow and Kyiv is the
longest and most destructive in mainland Europe since
World War II. The entire West has been shaken to its
foundations, resulting in unprecedented political,
economic, social and diplomatic disarray, thereby
creating a global crisis.India is right in taking a neutral
stand. Nevertheless, the increasing Western pressure
on New Delhi to castigate Russia and throttle its
economy must be withstood. The business of
‘sanctions’ is becoming a joke being played by the
prosperous West. Russia has been the steadiest of
India’s allies, both in the best and the worst of times.
The bilateral relations just cannot be undermined or
weakened.

government has touted infrastructure
development as a cornerstone of India’s
economic policy, with more thanRs 44
trillion to be invested over the next two years.
However, the emphasis on rapid construction
has seemingly overshadowed the importance
of stringent standards and maintenance. The
rush to inaugurate projects, often ahead of
elections, compromises quality, turning these
marvels into electoral gimmicks. Regular
audits, adherence to international norms and
accountability mechanisms are essential to
prevent such tragedies. Ultimately,
infrastructure is about more than just
economic growth; it is about the wellbeing of the
people, with their safety being a non-negotiable aspect
of development. The roof collapse should catalyse a
comprehensive overhaul of infrastructure policies to
prioritise long-term safety and sustainability.

B No room for complacency in J&K as terror threat persists

A decline in violence and the diminished residual strength of terrorists active in J&K should not lull us into a false sense of security and normalcy.

LAST month, terrorists opened fire on a bus carrying

from various quarters should not unduly influence

pilgrims returning from the Shiv Khori shrine in Reasi.
The driver lost control of the bus, causing it to veer off
the road and plunge into a gorge. Nine people were
killed and 33 others injured. PM Narendra Modi chaired
a review meeting days later to assess the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir after a spike in terror incidents. He
was given an overview by Home Minister Amit Shah
and National Security Adviser Ajit Doval. Reportedly,
he directed them to deploy the full spectrum of the
armed forces’ counter-terror capabilities. This directive
does not call for any dramatic or knee-jerk reaction by
the security establishment. However, it is imperative to
carry out an in-depth analysis of the security situation
and recognise the conceptual shifts taking place in the
character of this conflict so as to suitably tailor and
direct the state response.

We need to understand that, historically, all conflicts —
even the seemingly intractable ones — transform over a
period of time, and so has the conflict in J&K. There are
numerous factors, both internal and external, including
geopolitical changes, that alter the very nature of
conflicts. In the state-turned-UT, external factors are
more pronounced than the internal ones. Therefore, the
intensity of violence in J&K is dependent directly on the
role and scope of the support provided by Pakistan to
keep the pot boiling.Even if the power of the Pakistani
army diminishes, a strong democratic government is
unlikely to give up the use of terrorism as an instrument
of state policy. With an uncontrollable internal security
situation, a fragile economy and an increasingly adverse
geostrategic environment, Pakistan has been forced to
scale down the terrorists’ activities. Therefore, a decline
in violence and the diminished residual strength of
terrorists active in J&K should not lull us into a false
sense of security and normalcy. In such circumstances,
the clamour for the reduction of force levels or the
revocation of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act

policy decisions. The generalisation of episodic events
can cloud our judgement. PM Modi’s two-day visit to
J&K (June 20-21) to launch a developmental project
worthRs 1,800 crore and participate in the International
Yoga Day celebrations was significant but not an

indicator of normalcy in the UT.
The Army needs to retain and sustain a robust counter-
infiltration posture on the LoC and an extensive

counter-terrorism grid in the depth areas irrespective &

of overall violence levels in J&K. Stability and
continuity of these grids are established over a
protracted period and cannot be achieved by the
induction of incremental forces following an
incident. A responsive counter-terrorism deployment
with a large footprint in the depth areas denies
operating space to the terrorists, who otherwise
would have free rein to influence the local populace
and execute their nefarious designs with impunity.he
Rashtriya Rifles units provide the foundation for

such a deployment, and their combat edge should not
be diluted. At present, there is no room for |

complacency or letting the guard down in view of the

security situation in J&K. The gains made by the #§

security forces should not be frittered away.
The terrorists involved in the recent Reasi and
Hiranagar incidents are believed to have crossed the

international border, exploiting the gaps in -

deployment. The deployment of the Central Armed

Police Forces and the border police and their operating
procedures along the border fence also need to be
modified. The existing surveillance mechanisms are
insufficient to prevent well-coordinated and determined
infiltration attempts. At this stage, the situation is not
conducive for the police to take over the task of the
Army/paramilitary forces completely. However, an all-
out effort should be made to ensure that the police
become confident, self-sufficient and ready for the

challenges of the future. Its equipment profile and

training threshold need to be improved accordingly. The
use of artificial intelligence in the recognition of
terrorists/overground workers (OGWs) and monitoring
their communications, anti-drone measures and
leveraging technology to counter IEDs (improvised
explosive devices) should be incorporated on priority.

The goals set originally by the parties to the conflict also
change as they come to be regarded as unattainable or
requiring unacceptable efforts. Accordingly, while
Pakistan’s stated aim is to annex J&K, apparently it has
been modified to wait for favourable conditions.
Similarly, resources and methods have been modified.
The attack on Hindu pilgrims in Reasi was an attempt to
create communal hatred among religious groups
through their network, including OGWs. The use of
IEDs is also likely to rise as a low-cost option.

The Election Commission stated in May that J&K had

recorded the highest voter turnout in a Lok Sabha poll in
the last 35 years, with the Kashmir valley witnessing a
‘massive’ 30-point jump in poll participation this year
compared to 2019. It is a clear mandate by the people of
the UT for good governance and aspirations for a better
quality of life. While the Jammu region has been hit by a
number of terrorist strikes of late, there is a
perceptible transformation in the attitude
of people and waning support for the
terrorists. Overall, the majority of the
population remains neutral, and it is this
segment that we should strive to win over.
Jihad is no longer a cause for the mass
movement, but it continues to be a means of
prosperity for some. Fear of the gun
continues to be the main sustainer of
terrorism. The populace has become aware
of the benefits of the expanding Indian
economy and those accruing locally from
expanding tourism and a dip in violence.he
changes in the dynamics of terrorism in
J&K necessitate the security forces to
suitably modify their operational
techniques in order to maintain their
continued ascendancy over the terrorists.
Accordingly, the forces’ operations should
focus on making the terrorists irrelevant by
removing their ability to influence people.
Gradually, as the violence levels drop further and the
residual strength of terrorists reduces, the operations of
the forces will need to change focus from carrying out
purely offensive operations aimed at the destruction of
terrorists to positive steps designed to retain and
increase the allegiance of the public. Combined with
other government initiatives in terms of economic,
political and social measures, such changes are likely to
reduce public support for the terrorists.
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Allied Blenders and Distillers
lists at 14% premium over
issue price

New Delhi. Allied Blenders and Distillers made a decent
debut on the stock exchanges on Tuesday, with shares
listing at a 14% premium over the issue price.

The shares began trading at Rs 320 on the NSE, a 13.88%
increase from the issue price of Rs 281. On the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE), the shares opened at Rs 318.10,
a13.20% premium over the issue price.

"The stock debuted at Rs. 320 per share, exceeding the
issue price of Rs. 281 but falling short of pre-listing
expectations that likely anticipated a higher premium
due to the good investor response (subscribed 24.85
times). The stock price has further declined since the
listing, adding to the cautious investor sentiment," said
Shivani Nyati, Head of Wealth, Swastika Investmart
Ltd.The IPO was significantly oversubscribed, with an
overall subscription rate of 24.85 times. The quota for
qualified institutional bidders (QIBs) was subscribed
53.01 times, non-institutional investors 34.09 times,
retail investors 4.73 times by June 27,2024 (Day 3).

Each equity share in the Allied Blenders and Distillers
[PO, which concluded on Thursday, June 27, had a face
value of Rs 2 and was priced between Rs 267 and Rs
281.The company revealed that it raised Rs 449 crore
from anchor investors a day before its initial public
offering opened for public subscription.

Allied Blenders IPO details

The initial public offering (IPO) of Allied Blenders
(Allied Blenders and Distillers Limited) opened for
bidding on June 25, 2024 looking to raise Rs 1,500 crore
through a combination of fresh issue and an offer for
sale.Allied Blenders IPO is a book-built issue offering a
fresh issue of 3.56 crore shares amounting to Rs 1,000
crore and an offer for sale of 1.78 crore shares totalling
Rs 500 crore.The price band for Allied Blenders IPO
was set at Rs 267 to Rs 281 per share and closes for
bidding on June 27,2024.

Gold, silver price \: Precious
metals record hike on MCX

NEW DELHI. Both gold and silver prices recorded a
hike on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Tuesday, July 2, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on August
5, 2024, stood at Rs 71,670 per 10 grams on the MCX,
after recording a jump of Rs 16 or 0.02 per cent. The
previous close was recorded at Rs 71,654.Meanwhile,
silver futures, maturing on September 5, 2024,
witnessed a marginal hike of Rs 117 or 0.13 per cent and
were retailing at Rs 89,867 per kg on the MCX against
the previous close of Rs 89,750.The gold and silver
prices in India depend on several factors, including the
value of the rupee against the dollar. Global demand
also plays a key role in determining the trends observed
inthe rate of precious metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN
MARKET

Gold prices were flat on Tuesday, as investors awaited
comments from Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell
and jobs data for further insight about the U.S. central
bank's interest rate outlook, news agency Reuters
reported. According to the latest metal report, spot gold
stood at $2,331.41 per ounce by 0238 GMT, while, U.S.
gold futures rose 0.1 per cent to $2,341.80.

Stockbroking firms plummet
as SEBI mandates uniform
charge structure

NEW DELHI: Shares of stock broking firms declined
sharply on Tuesday, following a directive from the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
mandating a uniform and equal charge structure for
all members of stock exchanges and other market
infrastructure institutions (MlIIs), rather than
varying charges based on their volume or activity.

The stock of Angel One tumbled 10.50%, Geojit
Financial Services tanked 5.86%, Dolat Algotech
dropped 5.39%, Spaisa Capital declined 4.51%,
Motilal Oswal Financial Services went lower by
3.70%, and SMC Global Securities dipped 2.41%
on the BSE.SEBI's directive, issued in a circular on
Monday, instructed stock exchanges, clearing
corporations, and depositories constituted as MIIs

INTERNATIONAL

to ensure that any charges recovered from the end
client are "True to Label." This means that if a
certain charge is levied on the end client by

members including stock brokers, depository
participants, and clearing members MIIs must
ensure that the same amount is received by
them."To begin with, the new charge structure
designed by MlIs should give due consideration to
the existing per unit charges realized by MlIs, so
that the end clients benefit from the reduction of
charges," SEBI stated.

The regulator has asked MlIs to comply with these
additional principles while designing the processes
for charges levied on their members, which are to be
recovered from the end clients. MlIIs, being public
utility institutions, act as first-level regulators and
are entrusted with the responsibility of providing
equal, unrestricted, transparent, and fair access to
all market participants.

Adani case: Hindenburg mentions Kotak
Bank in its response to Sebi notice

The US-based research firm
alleged that the market
requlator did not name the
private lender involved in
short selling Adani group
shares.

NEW DELHI. T Hindenburg Research has
responded to a show cause notice from
Sebi, adding a new twist to the saga
involving its report on the Adani
Group.he US-based short seller alleged
that the market regulator did not name the
private lender involved in short selling
Adani group shares.

Hindenburg said that brokerage firms
founded by Uday Kotak created and
managed the offshore fund structure used

by its investor partner to bet against
Adani group shares.It mentioned
that Sebi only referred to the K-India
Opportunities fund and used the
acronym 'KMIL' to mask the 'Kotak'
name.

"While Sebi tried to claim jurisdiction §

over us, its notice did not name the
party actually tied to India: Kotak
Bank, one of India’s largest banks
and brokerage firms founded by

Uday Kotak, which created and

managed the offshore fund structure
used by our investor partner to bet

against Adani. Instead, it named the K-
India Opportunities fund and masked the
'Kotak' name with the acronym 'KMIL,"

Hindenburg said in ablog post.
It said that KMIL stands

for Kotak
Mahindra Investment."We suspect Sebi's
omission of Kotak or any Kotak board
member may be to protect yet another
powerful Indian businessman from
scrutiny, a role Sebi seems to embrace,"
Hindenburg added.In 2023, Hindenburg

Research said that it held short positions
in Adani Group companies through US-
traded bonds and non-Indian-traded
derivatives but did not reveal the size of
its bets or the specific derivatives and
reference securities used.Hindenburg’s
new note said that Uday Kotak, the bank’s

founder, personally led Sebi's
committee on

corporate
governance.indenburg Research alleged
that much of Sebi's notice was intended to
suggest that its legal and disclosed

investment stance was secretive or
dubious, or to present new legal
arguments claiming jurisdiction over it.
"Note that we are a US-based research
firm with no Indian entities, employees,
consultants, or operations. Some of
these arguments seemed circular,"
Hindenburg added.Hindenburg said the
regulator claimed the disclaimers in its
report were misleading because it was
indirectly participating in the Indian
securities market, and therefore, was
short Adani.
This was no secret—everyone knew we
were short Adani because we disclosed it
prominently and repeatedly," the research
firm said.Hindenburg Research said it
wanted to learn more about Sebi's process
and was ready to file a Right to
Information (RTI) request seeking the
names of Sebi employees involved in
both the Adani and Hindenburg matters,
along with details of meetings and calls
between Sebi, Adani and its
representatives.
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sensex N|f'|'y fall after openmg af Hindenburg responds

to Sebi's 46 page

record highs, brokerage stocks fall notice. Full text here

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock
market indices pared gains after
reaching record highs at the opening
bell.The S&P BSE Sensex was down
38.34 points at 79,437.85 around 10:17
am, while the NSE Nifty50 declined
8.70 points to 24,133.25.Sensex hit a
record high of 79,855.87 at opening,
while Nifty50 surged to
24,236.35.Most broader market
indices traded mixed in early trade as
volatility dipped slightly.Major
sectoral indices, including Nifty Bank
and Nifty Financial Services, declined
sharply after brokerage stocks fell
following SEBI's directive to stock
exchanges to levy uniform charges on
brokers.The decline in banking and
financial services stocks
overshadowed the over 1% gain in
information technology stocks.

he top five gainers on the Nifty50 were
Infosys, Coal India, LTIM, Wipro, and
ONGC. Conversely, the top losers were

HDFC Life, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Theonlyabove 5% correction in the Nifty

Shriram Finance, Bajaj Finance, and
SBI Life.r. VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, noted, "Nifty has
delivered 10.4% returns in the first half

L

of 2024 on top of the 20% returns in
2023. These are impressive returns. An
important feature of this bull market
which began after the COVID crash of
March 2020 (Nifty at 7511) is that it has
been devoid of any significant
correction.”

was on June 4th, in response to the
election results. But this was followed
the very next day by a sharp recovery.
This one-way move in the market can
be attributed to the successful ‘buy on
dips’ strategy being followed by the
domestic investors - both
institutional and retail. There is
sustained flow of money into the
market through mutual funds,
particularly through SIPs," he
added."So long as this market
construct holds steady, the market
will remain resilient. It is worth
repeating that some stocks in the
broader market have bubble
valuations and, therefore, they are
vulnerable to sharp correction. The up
move in the U.S. 10-year bond yield to
4.45% will invite selling by FIIs. But
the domestic investors will be more
than happy to absorb this,"
Vijayakumar noted.

Russian oil imports surge to 13-month high,
Saudi volumes crash to decade-low

NEW DELHI. India’s Russian oil
imports rose to a near-peak level in
June powered by the highest-ever
import volumes of Moscow’s key
crude grade Urals, as per oil tanker
tracking data and industry experts.
Additional availability of Russian
crude for export markets due to
Ukrainian drone strikes on Russian
refinery infrastructure and sizable price
differential vis-a-vis competing
Middle Eastern crude grades have led
to higher flows of Russian oil to India
inrecent months.

The rise in India’s import of discounted
Russian oil over the past few months
has hit flows from Saudi Arabia the
most, with June import volumes from
Riyadh falling to the lowest monthly
level in over a decade, the data
shows.Indian refiners imported a total
of 2.13 million barrels per day (bpd) of
Russian crude oil in June, the highest
since May of last year, when Russian
crude imports had hit a record high of

2.15 million bpd, as per provisional
ship-tracking data from commodity
market analytics firm Kpler. India’s
Russian oil imports in June were 7.2
per cent higher sequentially, and
accounted for as much as 45 per cent of
India’s total oil imports for the
month.Oil imports from Saudi
Arabia—India’s third-biggest source
market for crude—declined over 25 per
cent sequentially to 0.41 million bpd,
the lowest in over 10 years. The
primary reason for the decline is seen as
the ample availability of Russian crude
and its continued price advantage over
Riyadh’s oil.“Confirming that the
largest sufferer of higher Russian
inflows have been Saudi term volumes,
the June imports from Saudi Arabia
cameinat ... the lowest monthly figure
since January 2014,” said Viktor
Katona, head of crude analysis at
Kpler. According to industry watchers,
Urals has a price advantage of $6-7 per
barrel over Saudi Arabian medium-

sour grades.Urals, a medium-sour
crude, is seen as Russia’s flagship
crude grade, and is the mainstay of
India’s Russian oil imports. In June,
Indian refiners cumulatively bought
1.61 million bpd of Urals crude, the
highest ever. India’s Urals import
volumes in June accounted for three-
fourths of New Delhi’s total oil imports
from Moscow. Evidently, the price
differential between Urals and
competing crude grades from India’s
traditional West Asian suppliers was
significant enough for Indian refiners
to prefer the Russian grade.“Even
though 800,000 bpd imports from Iraq
(in June) are nowhere near as weak as
Saudi Arabian imports, and are the
lowest since February 2024. While
definitely not a record low, June
inflows (of Iraqi oil) to India were
nevertheless marked by a much lower
interest in Iraq’s medium sour grade,
Basrah Medium. The heaviest Iraqi
grade, Basrah Heavy.

NEW DELHI. Hindenburg on Tuesday
responded to a 46-page 'show cause' notice from
Sebi that talked about its earnings from short
selling of Adani Securities.

The US-based short seller in its response also
mentioned the name of one of the country's
biggest private lenders.

ere's the full text of its response:We have been
aware that Indian securities regulator SEBI has
been grappling with how they are going to
respond to us, a U.S.- based research firm with
no presence or operations in India, after we
presented overwhelming evidence in January
2023 of why we believed Indian conglomerate
Adani Group was operating “the largest con in
corporate history”.We had anticipated fierce
opposition to our report before we ever
published it, regardless of how comprehensive
and truthful our body of evidence was.On the
morning of June 27, 2024, our firm received a
bizarre email, ostensibly from SEBI, alerting us
that SEBI had flagged its own message to us that
we never received as an apparent security risk,
and that the regulator had “quarantined” it for its
own safety.(Email to Hindenburg Research
from SEBI’s security system)[ 1]

This, at first, struck us as a possible targeted
phishing attempt. It was only later that day that
we received another email, again ostensibly
from SEBI, with a ‘Show Cause’ notice, a letter
from the regulator outlining suspected
violations of Indian regulations.Today we are
sharing the entirety of this notice, frankly
because we think it is nonsense, concocted to
serve a pre-ordained purpose: an attempt to
silence and intimidate those who expose
corruption and fraud perpetrated by the most
powerful individuals in India.Background:
Basics On Our 106-Page Adani Report’s
Findings And The 40+ Independent Media
Investigations That Corroborated And
Expounded On Our Work

To This Day Adani Hasn’t Directly Addressed The
Findings From Our Research Or From Dozens
of Media Investigations, Instead Offering
Deflections And Blanket DenialsFor context,
our original report was 106-pages, with 32,000
words, and included 720 citations, collectively
detailing evidence that Adani “engaged in a
brazen stock manipulation and accounting fraud
scheme over the course of decades.”

The report provided evidence of a vast network of
offshore shell entities controlled by Gautam
Adani’s brother, Vinod Adani, and close
associates. We detailed how billions were
surreptitiously moved through these entities,
into and out of Adani public and private entities,
often without related-party disclosures.

Non-bailable warrant against Vijay
Mallya in Rs 180-crore loan default case

A (BI court has issued a non-

bailable warrant (NBW)

aqainst fugitive businessman

Vijay Mallya in a Rs 180-crore

loan default case linked to

Indian Overseas Bank.

Mumbai A special court in Mumbai has
issued a non-bailable warrant (NBW)
against fugitive businessman Vijay
Mallya in a Rs 180-crore loan default case
linked to Indian Overseas Bank
(IOB).The NBW was issued against

Mallya on June 29 by special CBI court Ag per a chargesheet filed in the case in the
court recently by the central agency, these
credit facilities were issued to the
grounded private carrier by the bank

judge SP Naik Nimbalkar and a detailed
order was made available on
Monday.Citing other non-bailable
warrants issued against the 68-year-old
businessman after taking into account
CBI submission, and his status as a
"fugitive", the court noted, "this is a fit
case to issue an open-ended NBW against
him to secure his presence".The CBI,

probing the case, has claimed the
promoter of the now defunct
Kingfisher Airlines caused a
wrongful loss of more than Rs 180
crore to the government-run bank
by "wilfully" defaulting in
payments.The embattled liquor
tycoon, who has already been
declared a fugitive economic
offender in a money laundering
case probed by the Enforcement
Directorate(ED), currently resides
in London and the Indian
government is seeking his
extradition.

The warrant was related to a cheating case
registered by the CBI for alleged
diversion of loans availed by the then-
operational Kingfisher Airlines from IOB

between2007 and 2012.

under an agreement.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had in
August 2010 directed the complainant

bank (in the case) State Bank of India
(SBI) to consider the proposal of The accused dlshonestly and with intent to

Kingfisher Airlines Ltd (KAL) for
restructuring of existing facilities by
relaxing the concerned guidelines as a
one-time measure for the aviation sector,
the probe agency said in the document.
Accordingly, the lenders, including 10B,
restructured the existing credit facilities
to KAL through a Master Debt Recast
Agreement (MDRA). The agreement was
signed between the KAL and a
consortium of 18 banks.The allegations
in the case pertain to false promises,
diversion of loans for the purposes other

than it was availed, the CBI said.

cheat, "wilfully" defaulted on the
repayment obligations under the
aforesaid loans and caused a
wrongful loss of Rs 141.91 crore on
the account of default on loans, the
chargesheet claimed.

The probe agency further alleged that
an additional wrongful loss of Rs
38.30 crores was caused on the
account conversion of loans to
shares.Taking cognizance of the
charge-sheet, the CBI court issued
process (summons) against Mallya
and five other accused in the

case.However, the probe agency pressed

for issuance of an NBW against Mallya,
saying "the accused is a fugitive and an
absconder".Citing multiple cases where

NBWs and summonses have been issued

against the embattled businessman, the

CBI's plea said he is presently living in

England and "continues to subvert the

process of law in India."Considering the

CBI submission, the court said Mallya

has absconded, declared a fugitive and

NBWs are pending for execution against

him in other cases. So no purpose will be

served by issuing process (summons) to
him.
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Swati Maliwal flags 'systemic erosion’ of

Delhi women

In a letter to

Arvind Kejriwal,

Swati Maliwal
underscored
several issues
being faced by
the DCW,
including lack of
funding, cuts in
budget and
removal of staff.

New Delhi: AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Swati Maliwal has urged Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal to
address the shutdown of the 181
women helpline and the "systemic
erosion” of the Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) since her
resignation.In a letter to Arvind
Kejriwal, Maliwal underscored
several issues being faced by the
DCW, including lack of funding,
cuts in budget and removal of
staff.Maliwal has also flagged that
the post of DCW chief was lying
vacant since she was nominated to
Rajya Sabha by the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP).”T am writing this letter to bring
attention to how the Delhi Government has
been systematically dismantling the DCW
since my resignation from the position of
chairperson in January 2024. It is deeply
regrettable that the systems that I
painstakingly built since 2015, are being

destroyed by the Government," Maliwal
said."As the Chief Minister of a city
infamous as the 'Rape Capital of the World',
it is crucial to safeguard systems that protct
women and girls," the AAP leader
said.Maliwal said the shutdown of the 181
women helpline was "appalling", asserting
that survivors of rape and other crimes have
been left without crucial assistance for the

past 48 hours.Maliwal's letter

comes a day after Delhi Women

and Child Development minister
3 Kailash Gahlot said the 181
helpline would now be run by his
department rather than the DCW.
Gahlot also said the number
would be closed for a few days for
transition."The commission has
been informed that the order was
issued after the approval of the

- concerned minister and is

&;9 ;\-_.l.

supposedly in compliance with a
Central government directive
which states that 181 Women
Helpline should be run by WCD
departments in states," the letter said."The
DCW works under the aegis of the WCD
Department. Hence, there was no need to
take over the helpline from the commission,"
Maliwal wrote.She also alleged that funds to
the commission were halted, disrupting its
operations."This funding deprivation over

panel, helplme shutdown

the past six months has crippled the
commission... the dedicated women ground
staff members of the commission, many of
whom are survivors of atrocities like acid
attacks and sexual assault, have been
deprived of their rightful salaries since
November 2023," Maliwal further said.

Maliwal, who has recently accused Kejriwal's
aide Bibhav Kumar of assault, said the
commission's budget was "unexpectedly
reduced" by Rs 10 crore, amounting to a 28.5
per cent cut.The Rajya Sabha MP also said
the DCW was ordered by the WCD
department in April 2024 to immediately
remove all its contractual staff."However,
the commission did not implement the
decision, as this would have led to a
complete breakdown in its functioning.
Presently, the Commission has 100 staff out
of which 88 are contractual and out-sourced
staff. The commission will be left with only
12 staff if all these staff are removed," she
said.

Couple injured after shed
collapses at Delhi's Hyatt
Regency hotel

New Delhi:A temporary shed at a five-star hotel, Hyatt
Regency, in southwest Delhi collapsed, injuring two
people. The couple suffered minor head injuries in the
incident that took place at 8 pm on Monday.The incident
comes days after a portion of a roof at Delhi airport's
Terminal-1 collapsed, killing one person ad injuring six
others."A PCR call was received at around 8.56 pm (on
Monday) in PS (police station) RK Puram about
caving/falling of roof and injury to a husband and wife,
who were staying at the Hyatt Regency," the police said
inastatement.

Police said the couple, Amit Jain (42) and his wife Reva
Jain (32), have said they do not want to take any action at
the moment. Amit and Reva hail from Punjab's
Ludhiana and run a business in Chandigarh.Police said
the couple were standing near the pool, located on the
ground floor of the hotel, when a portion of a shed
collapsed and fell on them.The couple later made a PCR
call and informed the police about the incident, PTI
reported."When a police team reached the spot, it found
the injured had already been shifted to Fortis hospital,
Vasant Kunj," the police said. They have been
discharged from the hospital after receiving first
aid.Police said the spot was forensically examined, and
necessary action would be taken.”The scene was
forensically examined, exhibits were lifted and
videographed as per procedure. The couple has not filed
a complaint yet. Further necessary action will be taken
as per the law," police said.

Maharashtra college bans
jeans, T-shirts, jerseys on
campus, releases notice

New Delhi: A college in Maharashtra stirred a
controversy after it banned jeans on campus.An
official note by Acharya Marathe College in Chembur
stated the students wearing jeans would not be allowed
to enter the college premises.The notice also stated
that male students should come to college in formal
attire.

The female students were allowed to wear ethnic or
Western dress. However, any dress which revealed

A n.!

their religion would not be allowed, the notice
stated."Students can wear half shirt or full shirt and
trouser.

Girls can wear any Indian or Western outfit. Students
shall not wear any dress which reveals religion or
shows cultural disparity," the notice read."Nakab,
Hizab, Burkha, Stole, Cap, Badge etc shall be
removed while going to common rooms on the ground
floor and then only they can move throughout college
campus.

Torn jeans, T-shirts, revealing dresses and jerseys are
not allowed," it stated. Meanwhile, some students who
did not attend college the day the notice was released,
were not allowed to enter the premises the next day
over the new dress code.According to the details, at
least nine female students at the college also
approached the Mumbai High Court against the
college order.

Bihar man gets Rs 52 lakh electricity
hill, officials promise to rectify error

have been paying my bills on time. New Delhi: The Madhya Pradesh government's

New Delhi: A man in Bihar's
Muzaffarpur was shocked after
receiving an electricity bill of over
Rs 52 lakh. Harishankar Maniyari,
who works

as a medical |

representative, received a monthly |

electricity bill of Rs 52,43,327 for
his home on June 27.The incident
came to the fore when Maniyari's
son informed him that his home's
power had been disconnected. Upon
receiving the information, he
recharged his electricity connection
for Rs 500, but even after that, the
power was not restored.Maniyari
downloaded his electricity bill,
which showed the outstanding
amount.

Left helpless in a dire situation, he
approached the local electricity
office to complain about the

electricity bill.Speaking to the media
after the complaint, Maniyari said,
"On June 27, my home's power was
disconnected. When my son
informed me about it, | immediately
recharged my electricity account
with Rs 500, but the power was not
restored. Then, I downloaded the bill
and it showed an outstanding amount
of over Rs 52 lakh.""I met the power
department's junior engineer in
connection with the matter, but the
electricity has not been restored yet. [

There is also a patient at my home.
Despite this, my electricity has not
been restored," Maniyari
added.Meanwhile, the power
department's executive engineer
Shravan Kumar Thakur said work
had been ongoing to install smart
meters in Muzaffarpur. He said the
discrepancy might have occurred due
to the readings of the old meter
getting transferred to the new smart
meter.

I think there was an error in the bill, it
will be corrected. We are also
developing a system under which
every suspicious electricity bill will
first reach the department and the bill
will be generated," Kumar said while
responding to queries about
Maniyari's inflated bill.

Bihar man refuses marriage proposal,
lover cuts off his private parts

New Delhi: A woman working in a
nursing home was arrested after
she cut off the private parts of her
lover and flushed them in a toilet
when he refused to marry her in
Bihar's Saran district, police
said. The woman, Abhilasha, ran a
nursing home in Madhaura and
had been in an affair with
Vedprakash, a ward councillor of
the same facility, for the past "
several years.During this period,
Abhilasha said she and Vedprakash
maintained a physical relationship
and that she got pregnant. She alleged
that Vedprakash deceived her in the
name of marriage.

Abhilasha said she had applied
mehendi on her hands and claimed
Vedprakash asked her to do a court
marriage. When he refused to marry

R .

again, the woman cut off the man's
private parts with a knife and
disposed them off in a
toilet.Following that, police arrested
the woman and recovered the knife
that was used in the crime. She said
she had no regrets about the
gruesome attack on her lover, who is
admitted to Patna Medical College in
a serious condition.Saran

Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Kumar Ashish said the woman
was upset by her man's repeated
refusal to marry her and that the
wedding date was fixed seven to
eight times."A woman runs a
private medical centre and had an
affair with this boy for many
years. The wedding date was also
fixed seven to eight times, but the
marriage could not happen.
Upset by this, the woman called
the young man and cut off his private
parts," he said.”The police, on getting
immediate information, sent the man
for treatment. The woman was
arrested with a knife. Further action
is being taken. It will also be
investigated whether her nursing
home is registered or not," the SSP
added.

Child Labourers At Madhya

Pradesh Distillery Worked 11

Hours A Day: Report

inspection of a Som Group distillery said child
labourers, some aged between 13 and 17, were
made to fill and pack liquor bottles and worked
long hours.Police are investigating the use of
child labour at the distillery in Madhya Pradesh
after the National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights said last month it had found 58
children working illegally at the factory.The
commission released photos of some with hands
showing chemical burns and said some children
Weric( transported in school buses for factory
work.

A day after the children were found on June 15, an

inspection report was drafted by the state's
industrial health and safety department based on
interviews with 27 workers, the youngest among
them being 13 years old. The state says those aged
under 21 cannot work in a liquor factory.The
report, which is not public but was seen by
Reuters, says children were working 11-hour
shifts starting at 8§ am.Som and the Madhya
Pradesh government did not respond to Reuters'
requests for comment.In a submission to the state
government on June 18, also seen by Reuters,
Som said some children would visit the company
to deliver food and medicines to their parents, and
no worker was younger than 21.Som is one of the
smaller distilleries in India's thriving alcohol
industry, where both foreign and domestic
players operate. Its website describes it as an
"internationally acclaimed brand" available in
more than 20 markets including the US, New
Zealand and the UK.

The incident has drawn attention to child labour in

Indian supply chains. In 2021, Reuters reported
an external audit of two Carlsberg warehouses
found underage labourers at a location in
Jharkhand. Carlsberg at the time said it had
terminated the services of the third-party
provider.In the Som inspection report, the state
government said the children working there were
not given training on how they could protect
themselves from harmful chemicals."Since it is
hazardous work, there should have been a health
centre at the factory," the report said.

The Madhya Pradesh government temporarily

suspended Som Distillery's manufacturing
licences, but the company has challenged the
decision, saying there has been no conclusive
finding of wrongdoing.After Som's challenge, a
local court put the state's decision on hold and
said it would next hear the case later this month.,
Som Distilleries and Breweries Ltd said the
Madhya Pradesh plant was run by its "associate
private limited company" and used labour
supplied by contractors who may not have carried
out proper age checks.

24-Year-0ld Posed As Senior Citizen In
'Donkey Route' Attempt To Reach US

New Delhi: 24-Year-Old Posed As Senior
Citizen In 'Donkey Route' Attempt To

Reach US

listed Rashwinder's
67.However,

age as
discrepancies between

States, Guru Sewak agreed to pay
Jaggi a staggering ? 60 lakh for the

Guru Sewak had dyed his hair and beard
white and wore glasses to appear elderly.

New Delhi: In his desperate quest to leave
the country for the United States, a 24-
year-old man from Uttar Pradesh's
Lucknow went to great lengths, including
transforming his appearance to resemble
a 67-year-old. On the evening of June 18,
around 5:20 pm, the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) stationed at Delhi
Airport's Terminal 3 intercepted a
suspicious couple. Guru Sewak Singh,
accompanied by his wife, approached the
immigration counter with forged
documents and an appearance designed
to deceive. The passport in his possession
identified him as Rashwinder Singh
Sahota, allegedly born on February 2,
1957 in Punjab's Jalandhar and bound for
Canada on Air Canada flight AC 043. The
passport bore the number 438851 and

Guru Sewak's physical appearance and b

the details in the passport immediately
raised red flags. The immigration
officer noted inconsistencies in his
appearance, voice, and demeanor,
sparking suspicion about the
authenticity of the documents and the
traveler's actual identity.

Closer examination revealed that Guru
Sewak had dyed his hair and beard
white and wore glasses to appear
elderly. Despite these efforts, the
mismatch between his youthful energy
and the age stated on the passport was
apparent. This inconsistency prompted
CISF personnel to conduct a more
thorough inspection.During the search,
authorities found a soft copy of another
passport on Guru Sewak's mobile phone.
This passport, bearing the name Guru
Sewak Singh and a birthdate of June 10,
2000, with the number V4770942,
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revealed the passenger's true identity.
Confronted with this evidence, Guru
Sewak confessed to his real age and
name, admitting that the passport in the
name of Rashwinder Singh Sahota was
forged.Further investigation uncovered a
meticulously planned scheme. Guru
Sewak disclosed that he and his wife had
sought the help of a travel agent named
Jaggi. Desperate to reach the United

journey. Jaggi's plan involved flying
the couple to Canada, from where they
intended to enter the United States
using the "Donkey Route," a
clandestine path often used by illegal
immigrants.

Guru Sewak had already paid Jaggi ? 30
lakh as an advance. To facilitate the
journey, Jaggi had arranged for a fake
passport and the necessary visas,
providing the couple with fabricated
identities.The CISF handed Guru
Sewak and his wife over to the Delhi

Police for legal action. They were
arrested on charges of possessing forged
passports and attempting to travel abroad
illegally. An FIR was registered, and
authorities have launched an
investigation to determine the extent of
Jaggi's operations and uncover how many
individuals he may have sent abroad
using similar tactics.
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Teen arrested in Australia after
stabbing at University of Sydney

Sydeny. Australian police said on Tuesday it had
arrested a 14-year-old boy after a stabbing at the
University of Sydney.Emergency crews treated a 22-
year-old man, who was taken to a hospital in a serious
but stable condition, New South Wales state police
said in a statement.There is no ongoing risk to the
community, it said.A University of Sydney
spokesperson said a police operation was underway
on its Camperdown campus and that police would
remain on campus while investigations continue.

Joe Biden on immunity ruling for
Donald Trump: There are no kings

in America

Washington US President Joe Biden on Monday
criticized the Supreme Court ruling on presidential
immunity that was seen as a win for his rival, former
President Donald Trump, in forceful remarks from the
White House.

The US Supreme Court found on Monday that Trump
cannot be prosecuted for any actions that were within his
constitutional powers as president, but can be for private
acts, in a landmark ruling recognizing for the first time
any form of presidential immunity from
prosecution."This nation was founded on the principle
that there are no kings in America," Biden said, adding
that no one is above the law. With the Supreme Court
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Palestinian group Islamic Jihad fires
rockets into Israel, no casualties reported

Cairo. The Palestinian militant group
Islamic Jihad fired a barrage of rockets
into Israel on Monday as fighting raged in
Gaza and Israeli tanks advanced deeper in
parts of the enclave, residents and
officials said.

Islamic Jihad, an ally of Hamas - both of
whom are backed by Iran - said its fighters
fired rockets towards several Israeli
communities near the fence with Gaza in
response to "the crimes of the Zionist
enemy against our Palestinian
people".The volley of about 20 rockets
caused no casualties, the Israeli military
said. But the attack showed militants still
possess rocket capabilities almost nine
months into an offensive that Israel says is
aimed at neutralising threats against
it.Residents of several neighbourhoods in
eastern Khan Younis, which is in southern
Gaza, said they had received audio
messages from Israeli phone numbers
ordering them to leave their homes."For
your safety, you must evacuate
immediately to the humanitarian zone,"
army spokesperson Avichay Adraee
posted on social media platform X in a

call to residents and displaced people
living in those areas.Some suggested this
could mean Israeli forces will return to
the area, which they left several weeks

ago. The Israeli military said in a

statement earlier on Monday the rockets
were fired from the Khan Younis
area.Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Israel was nearing its
goal of taking out the military
capabilities of Hamas, the Islamist group
that governs Gaza and led the Oct. 7
assault on Israel that sparked the war.
Less intense operations would continue,
he said."We are advancing to the end of
the phase of eliminating the terrorist army
of Hamas, and there will be a continuation
to strike its remnants," Netanyahu
said.Violence also flared on Monday in
the Israeli-occupied West Bank, where
the Palestinian health ministry said a
woman and a boy were killed in the city of
Tulkarm during an operation by Israeli
forces. A day earlier, an Israeli strike in
the same area killed an Islamic Jihad
member.In some parts of Gaza, militants
continue to stage attacks on Israeli forces

in areas that the army had left months ago.
Israeli tanks deepened incursions into the
Shejaia suburb of eastern Gaza City for a
fifth day, and tanks advanced further in
western and central Rafah, in southern
Gaza near the border with Egypt,
residents said.The Israeli military said it
had killed a number of militants in
combat in Shejaia on Monday and found
large amounts of weapons there.Hamas
said its fighters had lured an Israeli force
into a booby-trapped house in the east of
Rafah and blown it up, causing casualties.
The Israeli military announced the death of
a soldier in southern Gaza without

providing details. Israel's Army Radio
said the soldier was killed in Rafah in a
booby-trapped house - a possible
reference to the incident reported by
Islamic Jihad.Also in Rafah, the Israeli
military said that an airstrike killed a
militant who fired an anti-tank missile at
its troops.Israel has signalled that its
operation in Rafah, meant to stamp out
Hamas, will soon be concluded. After the
intense phase of the war is over, its forces
will focus on smaller scale operations
meant to stop Hamas reassembling,
officials say. The war began when Hamas-
led fighters burst into southern Israel on
Oct. 7, killed 1,200 people and took
around 250 hostages, including civilians
and soldiers, back into Gaza, according to
Israeli tallies.The offensive launched by
Israel in retaliation has killed nearly
38,000 people, according to the Gaza
health ministry, and has left the heavily
built-up coastal enclave in ruins.The
Gaza health ministry does not distinguish
between combatants and non-combatants,
but officials say most of the dead are
civilians.

decision, he said, "That fundamentally changed."Biden
is running for re-election against Trump and has been
sharply critical of his rival's actions related to the
January 6, 2021, raid on the US Capitol by Trump's
supporters, who believed Trump's false claims that he
had won the 2020 election.

Biden, 81, was making his first set of remarks at the White
House since his shaky debate against Trump last week
led to calls for him to step aside as the Democratic
Party's standard-bearer for the election.

After he stumbled over his words on the Atlanta debate
stage, his remarks and comportment will be scrutinized
for signs that he is up to the job of running for re-election
and of governing the country for four more years.

Five members of Georgia family
killed after plane crashes in New
York

Masonville, New York Five members of a family
from Georgia who were visiting Cooperstown, New
York, for a baseball tournament died when their
small plane crashed in a wooded area of upstate New
York, authorities said Monday.The single-engine
Piper PA-46 crashed around 2 pm Sunday after
taking off from Albert S. Nader Regional Airport in
Oneonta, the Federal Aviation Administration said in
a statement.The wreckage of the plane and the
remains of the five people on board were found
Sunday night in the town of Masonville, the New
York State Police said in a news release. Drones, all-
terrain vehicles and helicopters were used to search
for the remote crash site, which was about 125 miles
(200 kilometers) northwest of New York City.The
victims were identified as Roger Beggs, 76; Laura
VanEpps, 43; Ryan VanEpps, 42; James VanEpps,
12; and Harrison VanEpps, 10.The family was
returning to Georgia after attending a tournament in
Cooperstown, the home of the Baseball Hall of Fame,
police said.The plane was headed to Cobb County
International Airport in Atlanta with a fueling stop in
West Virginia when it crashed, the state police said.

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp said on the social media
platform X that he and his family were praying for
the victims’ families and offered “our deepest
condolences to all who knew and loved them.”

Why did the US judge call Karen
y .

Read’s cop boyfriend murder

| L

mistrial

world. A Massachusetts judge in the US declared Karen
Read’s murder trial "mistrial" after jurors deadlocked in
the case with no decision despite over 26 hours of
deliberation. The court came to this conclusion after the
jurors sent notes to Cannone saying they were

hopelessly deadlocked. The judge delivered Tuey-
Rodriguez instructions — sometimes referred to as

Hunter Biden sues Fox News
over showing his explicit
Images In miniseries

New York US President Joe Biden's son Hunter is
suing right-wing Fox News for airing nude
images of him in a miniseries that he claims
amount to "revenge porn," court documents
showed Monday.

The Trial of Hunter Biden" was made up of six
episodes published in 2022 on Fox Nation, the
conservative broadcaster's online platform
owned by the family of media mogul Rupert
Murdoch.A dramatised version of a criminal trial,
the series contained a warning the proceedings
were fiction, depicting the first son being
prosecuted for graft -- accusations that have been
made for years by Donald Trump supporters who
point to Hunter Biden's past business ties with
Ukraine and China.The accusations have never
led to legal action.But the series integrates real
images of Biden, "depicting him in the nude,
depicting an unclothed or exposed intimate part
of him, as well as engaged in sex acts," the
complaint alleges."Fox published and
disseminated these intimate images to its vast
audience of millions as part of an entertainment
program in order to humiliate, harass, annoy and
alarm Mr. Biden and to tarnish his reputation."

The images originated from a laptop that Hunter
Biden dropped off at a computer repair shop, but
which he never collected.Its contents have been
circulating ever since, and are the subject of
widespread conspiracy theories as well as

US heightens security alert at European
bases due to multiple threats

Washington The US military has raised
the security protection measures it is
taking at its bases throughout Europe,
asking service members to be more
vigilant and keep a lower profile due to
a combination of threats it is seeing
across the region.US European
Command said in a statement Sunday
that a “variety of factors play into the
safety of US military community
abroad.”Increasing the threat level to
Charlie, the second-highest of five
levels for service members, is the result
of a combination of events occurring
across Europe, including elections in
France and the UK, the upcoming
Olympics and other major sporting
events, and the ongoing wars in
Ukraine and Gaza, according to two
US officials who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to provide
additional details. But they said they
were unaware of any specific

threat.Pentagon deputy press secretary
Sabrina Singh would not say Monday
whether bases in the Middle East,
Africa or the Indo-Pacific were at
similar increased force protection

occurs or intelligence is received
indicating that some form of terrorist
action or targeting against personnel or
facilities is likely.” The highest of the
five levels is Delta, which applies
where a terrorist attack has
occurred or when intelligence
indicates terrorist action against a
person or place is imminent,
followed by Charlie, Bravo,
Alpha and Normal, the minimum
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means additional security
measures will be in place at US
military installations, but it’s up
to each commander’s discretion
to determine what those measures are.
It also means service members and
their families who are living in each
community should be more aware of
their surroundings and maintain a
lower profile, one of the officials said.

Hurricane Beryl 'extremely dangerous'’
as it gains strength in Caribbean

Port of Spain  Hurricane Beryl
unleashed powerful winds over the
Eastern Caribbean on Monday,
downing power lines and ripping roofs
from buildings, as scientists argue that
climate change likely added to how
quickly the unusually fierce, early
storm formed.

Beryl struck the southeastern
Caribbean at Category 4 strength on
the Saffir-Simpson five-point scale,
spiraling toward the Caribbean's
Windward Islands and threatening ==
devastating flooding as potentially
deadly winds picked up speed.This is
an extremely dangerous and life- =
threatening situation. Take action !
now to protect your life!" the US o
National Hurricane Center said in a Beryl's rapid rise marks an unusually
post on Monday, urging residents in  fierce and early start to this year's
Grenada, the Grenadine Islands as well ~ Atlantic hurricane season, including
as Carriacou Island to shelter in place  the earliest Category 4 storm on
due to an expected rapid increase in  record.Scientists surveyed by Reuters
wind force.Across many islands that ~ see the powerful hurricane as a
dot the Eastern Caribbean, residents  harbinger of an unusually active
boarded up windows, stocked up on  hurricane season made possible by
food and filled their cars with fuel as  record-high temperatures in the
the storm drew closer.The Miami- Atlantic Ocean.Climate change is

levels. However, one of the officials
said that many of those bases,
especially bases throughout the Middle
East and Africa, already maintain
higher security levels.Force protection
Charlie is instituted “when an incident

based hurricane center noted that
hurricane-force winds spread out from
Beryl's well-defined eye by up to 40
miles (64 km), with still-dangerous
tropical storm force winds extending
outward by another 125 miles (201 km).

loading the dice for more intense
hurricanes to form," said Christopher
Rozoff, an atmospheric scientist at the
United States' National Center for
Atmospheric Research in Boulder,
Colorado.Andra Garner, a New Jersey-
based meteorologist, noted that Beryl
jumped from a Category | to a
Category 4 stormin less than 10 hours.
Leaders in the region sought to prepare
locals for the worst, including the
prime minister of St Vincent and the
Grenadines, Ralph Gonsalves.He said
he was expecting a natural disaster
that could continue for days."We have
to wait this monster out," he said in an
address to the nation.n the capital of
Kingstown, conditions around the
main harbor worsened on Monday
morning, with some damage to
buildings reported, caused by
intensifying winds. Video from the city
showed waves crashing over a seawall
and palm trees along the shore battered
by the wind.Beryl's maximum
sustained wind speed had risen to 150
miles (241 km) per hour by Monday
afternoon.

embarrassing fodder for the political opposition.

"This entirely politically motivated lawsuit is
devoid of merit," Fox News said in a statement.

"Mr. Biden did not complain about (it) until sending
a letter in late April 2024. The program was
removed within days of the letter, in an
abundance of caution."Consistent with the First
Amendment, Fox News has accurately covered
the newsworthy events of Mr. Biden's own
making, and we look forward to vindicating our
rights in court."Hunter Biden was convicted by a
jury in June of illegal possession of a firearm in a
federal trial that again brought to light his years of
addiction to alcohol, cocaine and crack cocaine,
apparent in many of the images discovered on the
laptop.

“dynamite” instructions intended to blast apart
deadlocked juries in Massachusetts, the Washington
Post reported. Moments after Judge Beverly J Cannone
called a mistrial, Norfolk County District Attorney
Michael Morrissey’s office announced that they intend
to retry the case.The prosecutors said in a statement,
“First, we thank the O’Keefe family for their
commitment and dedication to this long process. They
maintained sight of the true core of this case — to find
justice for John O’Keefe. The Commonwealth intends
to re-try the case,” according to AP.According to the
prosecutor, Karen Read, who was accused of drunkenly
driving into her police officer boyfriend and leaving
him to die in January 2022, was drinking with her
partner O’Keefe before she dropped him off at a party at
the home of Brian Albert, a fellow officer. They said she
hit him with her SUV before driving away.While
prosecutors were blaming her for Keefe's death, the
defence lawyers tried to paint her as the victim in the
case. The defence said that Keefe was killed inside
Albert’s home and then dragged outside and left for
dead, reported Washington Post.They argued that
investigators focused on Read because she was a
“convenient outsider” who saved them from having to
consider other suspects, including Albert and other law
enforcement officers at the party.After the
prosecutors said that they will re-try, defense
attorney Alan Jackson said, “They failed. They
failed miserably, and they’ll continue to fail... No
matter how long it takes, no matter how long they
keep trying, we will not stop fighting,” AP
reported.The trial, which lasted for two months,
centered around police procedures and the
connections between those involved. Law
enforcement officials admitted to gathering blood
evidence using red plastic cups and attempting to
remove snow to uncover evidence with a leaf
blower. The primary investigator also confessed to
sending inappropriate messages about Read from
his mobile phone.

North Korea tests missile capable of
carrying super-large warhead: Report

Seou North Korea said it successfully
tested a new tactical ballistic missile on
Monday capable of carrying a 4.5-ton
super-large warhead, state news agency
KCNA reported on Tuesday. day earlier,
South Korea reported the launch of two
ballistic missiles by North Korea and said
the second likely failed soon after launch,
blowing up in flight over land. The KCNA
report did not make clear if two missiles
were launched and referred to the
projectile in a singular term.It said the test
of the new tactical ballistic missile,
named Hwasongpho-11 Da-4.5, was
conducted with a simulated heavy
warhead to verify flight stability and
accuracy.It did not elaborate on the nature
of the simulated warhead.North Korea's
report on the missile test was likely
"deception" with one of the two missiles
flying abnormally and appearing to show
up in a field not far from Pyongyang,
Seoul's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS)
spokesperson Colonel Lee Sung-jun told
a briefing."Conducting a test-fire inland
is extremely rare and it is highly likely to
be false to claim it has succeeded," Lee
said.South Korea's military conducted
artillery drills at ranges within five kms

(three miles) of the Military
Demarcation Line inside the
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) separating
the two Koreas on Tuesday morning, an
Army official said during the
briefing. The resumption of such live-
fire exercises near the border comes
following the suspension of a military
pact signed with Pyongyang after the
North launched hundreds of balloons
carried by wind across the border that
dropped trash throughout South Korea.
The country's Missile Administration will
conduct another launch of the same type
of missile in July to test the "explosion
power" of the super-large warhead,
KCNA said in a rare disclosure of a future
missile launch plan.he Hwasongpho-11,
or Hwasong-11, is a series of short-range
ballistic missiles (SRBM) developed by
the North that are otherwise known as
KN-23 and KN-24.South Korea's
military said on Monday the first of the
two missiles launched by the North
appeared to be a KN-23 that flew about
600 km (373 miles).The KN-23 is likely
the missile that North Korea has supplied
to Russia and was used in the war against
Ukraine, according to Ukrainian

authorities who examined debris from
missiles launched by Russia since
December.North Korea and Russia deny
any arms trade, but their ties have rapidly
developed since their leaders met in
September in Russia pledging closer
military cooperation.Russian President
Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un met again in Pyongyang in
June and signed a pact on a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership that
included a mutual defence
agreement.South Korean officials have
said North Korea's recent short-range
ballistic missile launches may be
intended to show its wares to potential

buyers.The second missile
launched on Monday flew about
120 km, the South Korean military
said. Given the trajectory and the
location of the launch near the
west coast, the missile likely fell
inland in North Korea, South
Korea's military said.

North Korea has raced to develop a
range of ballistic missiles in recent
years, which it names with the
Hwasong identifier, including its
intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBM). Hwasong is Korean for

Mars.On Tuesday, KCNA reported the

North's ruling Workers' Party Central

Committee concluded four days of policy

meetings led by its leader Kim.

The report said Kim highlighted the

progress made in the industrial and
agricultural sectors in the first half of the
year and presented goals and strategy for
the second half.In a departure from usual
reporting on his fiery remarks on arms
development and anti-US struggle at
similar meetings, KCNA made scant
mention of any discussion on defence or
foreign policy, only saying Kim gave
directions for its armed forces.
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Wimbledon: Brenda Fruhvirtova
stuns favourite Mirra Andreeva in
battle of 17-year-olds

New Delhi. Mirra Andreeva was expected to
breeze past Brendra Fruhvirtova when the
17-year-olds locked horns with each other in
the first round of the Wimbledon 2024. On
Monday, July 1, Andreeva started the match
off clinically, but Brenda made a stunning
comeback to win the match 1-6, 6-3, 6-2.
Brenda fought hard for 2 hours and 6
minutes to beat Andreeva and advance to her
maiden second round at the grass-court
major.Andreeva, who made her way through
to the third round of Wimbledon last season,
could not step up in the crunch moments.
Brenda, on the other hand, has a tough task
on her hands as she will face Spain’s Paula
Badosa, who knocked out 2023 French Open
runner-up Karolina Muchova, in the second
round.17yo Brenda Fruhvirtova defeats
17yo Mirra Andreeva 1-6, 6-3, 6-2 to reach
the 2nd round at #Wimbledon.

Mirra made the semifinals at RG and the
second week in London last year.

Not a great comeback from Conchita
Martinez, who already won this event as
player & coach — José Morgado
(@josemorgado) July 1, 2024

Mirra Andreeva succumbsAndreeva breezed
past Brenda in the first set with 3 breaks of’
serve. The fact that she did not give Brenda a
single chance to break her serve showed how
dominating she was. But fortunes started
turning from the second set onwards. Brenda
earned 3 breaks in the second set and from
there on, she did not look back.

ZIM vs IND: Young Indian
brigade jets off to Zimbabwe
for T201 series

New Delhi. The young Indian team has jetted
off for Zimbabwe on July 2, Tuesday as
they face Sikandar Raza and his men ina 5-
match series, starting from July 6. This will
be the first assignment for India since they
became the T20 World Cup champions by
beating South Africa on July 29. With most
of the senior players being given a much-
needed rest, Shubman Gill would be
leading the young side, which will have a
lot of new faces.The BCCI shared a set of
pictures showing the squad departing for
Zimbabwe. The coach for the assignment,
VVS Laxman was pictured alongside the
likes of Avesh Khan, Ravi Bishnoi,
Abhishek Sharma and Riyan Parag in the
post shared by the BCCI. The likes of
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Sanju Samson, Rinku
Singh, Shivam Dube and Khaleel Ahmed,
who are currently in Barbados with the T20
World Cup-winning India squad, could be
expected to join the squad directly after
they leave Barbados.Gill was absent from
the images shared on Instagram by BCCIL.
The young star was part of the reserves for
the T20 World Cup squad, but was allowed
to leave the camp ecarly. He was seen
spending some time off and was spotted
during the Copa America tournament in the
US. He could be expected to join the squad
directly from there.

INDIA'S SQUAD FOR ZIMBABWE
TOUR

India's squad for Zimbabwe tour: Shubman
Gill (Captain), Yashasvi Jaiswal, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Abhishek Sharma, Rinku Singh,
Sanju Samson (WK), Dhruv Jurel (WK),
Shivam Dube, Riyan Parag, Washington
Sundar, Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Khaleel
Ahmed, Mukesh Kumar, Tushar
Deshpande.

Wimbledon 2024: Sumit Nagal
bows out in first round in

maiden main draw appearance

NEW DELHI. India's top-ranked singles
player Sumit Nagal lost to Miomir
Kecmanovic of Serbia in the first round of
men's singles at Wimbledon 2024. The
former boys doubles Wimbledon champion
lost to Kecmanovic 2-6, 6-3, 3-6, 4-6 in 2
hours and 48 minutes at the SW19. Nagal,
playing his first match in the main draw of
Wimbledon, put up a brave fight before
going down in the opening round.

Sumit Nagal, who qualified for the Paris
Olympics last month, showed flashes of
brilliance but paid the price for
inconsistency in the opening round on his
weakest surface. Nagal went down 2-6 in
the opening round against his good friend
Kecmanovic, but he fought back to take the
second set 6-3. Nagal was hitting them
cleanly and was covering the court well,
sparking hopes of a come-from-behind win.
However, Krecmanovic made it 2-1 and put
the pressure back on the Indian star.Nagal
was down 1-5 in the final set, but the World
No. 73 did not throw in the towel. Nagal
broke back, battled to stay in the match, and
got to a game away from levelling.
However, Krecmanovic held his nerves and
got the job done in four sets.Nagal spoke
about the difficulty of playing on grass,
which is not his favourite surface despite the
Wimbledon boys' doubles win nine years
ago. The Indian singles player arrived early
in London to train for the opening round
after having had an extended clay court
swing in the season.Nagal's lack of exposure
to the surface was evident as the 26-year-old
fluffed opportunities to seize control of the
match.Nagal's singles campaign is over, but
he will be in action in doubles, partnering
Serbia's Dusan Lajovic in Wimbledon. The
Indo-Serbian duo will open its campaign
against Pedro Martinez and Jaume Munar of
Spain in the men's doubles first round.

New Delhi. Departing India coach Rahul

Penalty miss, tears: Ronaldo's whirlwind
night as Portugal reach Euro 2024 quarters

It was a whirlwind night for
Cristiano Ronaldo as Portugal
edged past Slovenia in a
penalty shootout to reach the
quarterfinals of Euro 2024.
Ronaldo was left in tears as he
missed a penalty in extra time.

New Delhi. It was a whirlwind night for
Cristiano Ronaldo as Portugal was forced
to work to edge past Slovenia in the Round
Of 16 of the Euro 2024 on July 1, Monday.
Goalkeeper Diogo Costa was the star of the
show in the penalty shootout as he saved all
three penalties from Slovenia as Portugal
won it 3-0. However, the spotlight was
firmly on Ronaldo as the game was a
rollercoaster ride of emotions for the
superstar.Ronaldo experienced a tough
match, squandering multiple chances,
including a missed penalty in extra time,

which left him in tears,
requiring comfort from his
teammates. Portugal was
granted the penalty late in the
first half of extra time after
Diogo Jota's powerful run into
the box was halted illegally by
defender Vanja Drkusic, who,
already on a yellow card, was
fortunate not to receive a
second one.

Despite having a dependable
penalty taker in Bruno
Fernandes, captain Ronaldo
opted to take the crucial kick.
However, his shot was
expertly saved by Slovenia's Jan Oblak,
who deflected the ball onto the
post.Throughout the match, the 39-year-
old Ronaldo, aiming to become the oldest
scorer in Euros history, appeared out of
form, missing several headers. He also
insisted on taking all four free-kicks
awarded to Portugal in shooting range,
none of which troubled Oblak significantly.

Slovenia's defense was stellar, and whenever
they gained possession, they launched long
balls to forwards Andraz Sporar and

Benjamin Sesko, aiming to capitalize on
opportunities. This strategy was effective,
with Sesko having two one-on-one chances
due to mistakes by Pepe. The first was
misfired wide, and the second, seven
minutes from the end of extra time, was
well saved by Costa.Sesko's missed
opportunities will likely haunt him, and
when it came to the pressure of the
shootout, Slovenia faltered against
excellent goalkeeping. Despite his earlier
struggles, Ronaldo redeemed himself by
confidently scoring the first penalty for

Rahul Dravid recalls Rohit Sharma phone
call in final dressing room speech

Dravid has revealed how a call from Rohit
Sharma made him stay on in his job after
the loss to Australia in the ODI World Cup

2023 final. Dravid, who is now leaving e

the job, masterminded India to the T20
World Cup title on June 29 as they
defeated South Africa by 7 runs in
Barbados. Dravid went on to have his

final dressing room speech with the team, |

where he had a special thanks reserved for
his skipper.

In a video that showed Dravid's final

dressing room address, the Indian legend
revealed how Rohit asked him to continue
as the coach in November last year.

Thank You Rohit Sharma
"I just like to say, Ro, thank you very much

for making that call to me in November
and asking me to continue. I think it's been

such a privilege and a pleasure to work
with each and every one of you and every
one of you, but also to know Ro. Thanks
for the time.""I know as a captain and a
coach, there's a lot of times we have to
chat. We have to discuss. We have to
agree. We have to disagree at times, but
thank you so very much. It's been brilliant

to get to know each and every one
of you as a person," said
Dravid.This was a fact that was
confirmed by Suryakumar Yadav
in an interaction with Indian
Express, where he revealed that
Dravid was ready to quit after the
World Cup final loss.

"In the end, he came and thanked
Rohit and said, “Thank you,
Rohit, for that phone call in
November”, because he didn’t
want to continue after (India’s

loss in) the 50-over World Cup but Rohit

and Jay sir (BCCI secretary Jay Shah)
convinced him to stay," said Suryakumar

Yadav.

India will finalise the new coach before the

tour of Sri Lanka, according to BCCI
secretary Jay Shah.

Why did Rohit Sharma decide to have 'a bite'
of Barbados pitch India captain reveals

New Delhi. India captain Rohit Sharma has
revealed why he decided to have a bite of the
Barbados pitch after India became the T20
World Cup champions on July 29, Saturday.
India defeated South Africa in the final by 7
runs to claim their 2nd T20 World Cup
crown with Rohit masterminding the win.
Following the win, a video of the India
skipper had gone viral.The video posted by
the ICC saw Rohit having a 'bite' of the pitch
and showing his respect to the track on the
Kensington Oval. The India skipper has now
revealed the reason behind his gesture.
During a candid interview after the captain's
photoshoot, Rohit said that the ground had
given them the win and he would remember
it for the rest of his life. The India captain
said he wanted to keep a piece of the track
with him for the rest of his life and that was
the feeling behind the gesture.

"See, those things are actually, I don't think I
can describe that because nothing was
scripted. It was all, you know, whatever was

coming instinctively, I was feeling the Feelingstillnotsunkin yet

moment, when I went to the pitch, because The India skipper commented on the feeling
that pitch gave us this. We played on that
particular pitch and we won the game, That
particular ground as well. I will remember

that ground forever in my life and that pitch
as well. So I wanted to have a piece of it with
me. Yeah, those moments are very, very
special. And the place where all our dreams
came true. [ wanted something of it. So that
was the feeling behind it," said Rohit.

after winning the World Cup and it is yet to

sink in. Rohit claimed that it all feels like a

dream for the team and they feel relieved
after getting the trophy home.

"Yeah, the feeling actually is surreal. Uh, it's
still T would still say it hasn't sunk in.
Totally. It's been a great moment. You
know, right from when the game got over
till now, you know, it feels like a dream.
We still feel that it hasn't happened,
although it has happened, but it feels like it
hasn't happened."

"That's the emotion. That's the feeling that
you have. We've dreamt about this for
such a long period of time. We worked
hard as a unit for such a long period of

time, and to see this now with us feels quite

relieved as well, because, when you work
hard for something and you eventually get it
at the end, it feels really, really nice," said

Rohit.

Portugal in the shootout.After
that moment, Ronaldo was
seen apologising to the
Portugal fans for his earlier
penalty miss.
Was atrock bottom
Ronaldo would say that he had
hit rock bottom when his team
needed him the most but was
happy that things turned out
well for them in the end. The
Portugal captain believed that
his side deserved to win in the
end as they had more authority.
"Even the strongest people have
their (bad) days. I was at rock
bottom ... when the team needed me the
most," Ronaldo said in a post-match
interview before bursting into tears
again."Sadness at the start is joy at the end.
That's what football is. Moments,
inexplicable moments," he said."l feel sad
and happy at the same time. But the
important thing is to enjoy it. The team did
an extraordinary job."We fought right to the
end and if you look at it, if you analyse the
game, | think we deserved it because we
had more authority."

Wimbledon 2024, Day 2 Order

of Play: Novak Djokovic, Iga

Swiatek begin campaign

« Wimbledon 2024: Novak Djokovic

and Iga Swiatek are amongst the
big players who will be in action in
their respective first-round matches
at SW19 on Tuesday.

New Delhi. Novak Djokovic and Iga Swiatek

are among the big names that will be on
show on Day of Wimbledon 2024. Djokovic
is making his return after sustaining a knee
injury in the French Open. Finishing as the
runners-up last year, the Serb will look to
make amends. The former World No.1’s
opponent in the first round at SW19 is Czech
Republic’s Vit Kopriva.In the women’s
singles, World No.l Iga Swiatek from
Poland will be up against Sofia Kenin of the
United States. Swiatek won the French Open
last month, but is yet to make a mark on grass

thus far. Elena Rybakina, who won the
Wimbledon in 2022, will begin her
campaign against Elena-Gabriela Ruse of
Romania.Jessica Pegula, who did not play in
the French Open, will lock horns with
Ashlyn Krueger of the USA. Pegula won the
championship in Berlin after beating Anna
Kalinskaya and will be high on confidence.
Ons Jabeur, the runners-up in 2022, will face
Moyuka Uchijima of Japan in the opening
round.Defending champion Marketa
Vondrousova will look to carry on from
where she left off last year when she faces
Jessica Bouzas Maneiro of Spain. Andy
Murray and Alexander Zverev will also be in
action.

NBA: Klay Thompson ends historic run with
Golden State Warriors, set to join Mavericks

«4-time NBA Champion Klay

Thompson is all set to end his
time with the Golden State
Warriors and reportedly be

traded to the NBA 2024
finalists, Dallas Mavericks.

NEW DELHI. Four-time NBA champion
Klay Thompson agreed to a sign-and-trade
deal to join the Dallas Mavericks, according
to multiple reports, closing the historic
championship chapter of his career with the
Golden State Warriors.In a statement
Monday night, the Warriors did not confirm
details of the trade but thanked Thompson
for his contributions to their dynastic run and
promised his No. 11 jersey would be retired
by the franchise someday.Thompson, 34,
teamed with Steph Curry for four NBA
championships in 13 seasons with the

Warriors but turned down a contract
extension offer last season that was
reportedly for two years and $48
million.ESPN reported Thompson would
sign a three-year, $50 million contract to
join the Mavericks and team with All-Star
guards Luka Doncic and Kyrie Irving.
Dallas lost in the NBA Finals to the Boston
Celtics last month. As part of the three-team
trade, the Mavericks confirmed they are
trading Josh Green to the Charlotte Hornets.
ESPN and The Athletic reported the Warriors
will receive a financial trade exception and
two second-round picks from Dallas. The
exception could be used in the Warriors'
trade conversations around versatile
forwards. Golden State is reportedly high on
Jazz forward Lauri Markkanen.A five-time
All-Star and two-time AII-NBA pick,
Thompson was the 11th overall pick in the
2011 draft out of Washington State and has
never played for another NBA team.
Warriors coach Steve Kerr said at his press
conference kicking off Team USA training
camp last month that Golden State
"desperately" wanted Thompson to
return.We can't overstate Klay Thompson's
incredible and legendary contributions with

the Warriors during his 13 years with the
team," the Warriors' statement Monday night
said, highlighting Thompson's NBA records
for points scored in a quarter (37) and most
3-pointers made ina game (14).

"The amount of joy and happiness that Klay
provided Warriors fans, Bay Area natives
and Dub Nation supporters all around the
world has been immense and cannot be
minimized. His penchant for delivering in
pressurized situations on the biggest stage,
including many Game 6 heroics, has helped
define a career. Klay's legacy will live on

forever and we look forward to the day we
can retire his #11 jersey at Chase Center,
where he will join a host of Warriors
immortals, including those who helped
shape this recent dynasty -- himself
included."We thank Klay for his
contributions and wish him the best as
another chapter in his journey is written."

A career 41.3 percent 3-point shooter,

Thompson averaged 19.6 points, 3.5
rebounds and 2.3 assists per game in Golden
State. He scored 17.6 points per game last
season, his first season under a 20-point
average since 2013-14 (18.4 points per
game). His 38.7 percent 3-point accuracy
last season is the second-lowest of his
career.Thompson spent part of last season
coming off the bench. In 14 games as a
reserve, he averaged 19.8 points and shot 43
percent from 3-point range.

Golden State reportedly agreed to a one-year,

$12.8 million deal with former 76ers guard
De'Anthony Melton, 26, on Monday.

Dallas agreed to a deal with free agent Naji

Marshall (three years, $27 million) and
acquired Quentin Grimes in the trade that
sent Tim Hardaway Jr. to the Detroit Pistons
onJune 28.




BIOSCOPE

Moun
Royvy|

Flaunts Her Bombshell
Curves In Leather Pants, Hot

Photos Go Viral

ouni Roy needs no introduction. She has become one of
the highest-paid Hindi television actresses after appearing
in the supernatural thriller series Naagin and its sequel,
Naagin Apart from her outstanding acting skills, she is also known
as a fashion icon. She never misses a single chance to embrace her
distinctive sense of style and surprise her fans. Not only that, her
social feed is often peppered with candid pictures and moments.
Maintaining that trajectory, Mouni Roy set the internet on fire
once again after she dropped a series of sizzling picturesMouni
Roy took to her Instagram handle and gave a glimpse of her latest
shoot. The slew of pictures featured the Naagin actress flaunting
her bombshell body in a bodysuit and leather pants. She
captioned the post, “Old &
new! Thank you @itisriti for
the recommendations.
Loving em x.” Check out the
post here:
Mouni Roy has come a long
way ever since she made
her television debut with
Ekta Kapoor’s Kyunki
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi.
She became a popular name
after she starred in Naagin.
Mouni made her Bollywood
debut with Akshay Kumar’s
Gold in 2018. Last year,
Mouni was seen in Ayan
Mukerji’s magnum opus,
Brahmastra. Recently, she was
also seen in a music video titled
‘Dotara’ along with Jubin Nautiyal.
Mouni Roy was also seen in the web-
series Sultan of Delhi. She was last
seen in Emraan Hashmi-starrer Showtime.In a recent interview, Mouni
shared that it is projects like Sultan of Delhi and Brahmastra which changed
people’s perception of her as an actor. “Brahmastra was absolutely
different. When you see Gold, RAW and Made In China, I had played
very Indianised characters. Maybe after Naagin and Sati, people could
only see me as a ‘saree-clad Indian character’. So, for Milan sir to
think of me as this cabaret dancer Nayantara, at a time when
Brahmastra had not even released. I think it is an exciting time to be an
actor where makers can visualise you in different roles. Such great parts
are being written. I really feel fortunate to be offered these parts and be
able to play them on screen,” she told .

Rhea Chakraborty s

32nd Birthday, A Look At Actress' Career

B ecoming a big name in Bollywood depends heavily on an actor’s hard work and also their luck. Actress Rhea
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Adman Freddy Birdy Recalls

Virat Kohli Flirting Anushka

Sharma In The ‘Nicest Way’,
Actress Reacts

nushka Sharma and Virat Kohli are one

of the most powerful couples in

Bollywood. Recently, both were seen
showering love on each other after India won
against South Africa in the T20 World Cup. On
this note, Adman Freddy Birdy recalled an old
interview in which he visited Anushka
Sharma’s residence in Mumbai. He revealed
that during that time both Anushka and Virat
were datingTaking to his Instagram handle, he
wrote a series of posts in which he revealed how
the actress first didn’t react to the question.
However, he further revealed, ” But then a
couple of minutes later her mobile phone rang,
and in the utter silence of the room I could hear
the person at the other end flirting in the nicest
way and making dinner plans with her and I
could tell that it was Virat Kohli”. Reacting to
the post, Anushka wrote, “Freddy...” with
hearts and hug emojis.

Anushka Sharma shared a special post after team
India won the T20 World Cup 2024 and Virat
Kohli announced his retirement from
international T20 cricket format. The
Bollywood actress took to her Instagram
account and shared a solo photo of Kolhi
holding the T20 WC trophy. Anushka showered
him with love and asked him to have some
‘sparkling water’ after the win and retirement
announcement. “I love this man @virat.kohli .
So grateful to call you my home—now go have a
glass of sparkling water for me to celebrate this
!,” Anushka wrote.

Reacting to this, Virat Kohli expressed his
gratitude and love for his wife, actress Anushka
Sharma after India’s T20 World Cup victory in
the Caribbean a few days back. “None of this
would remotely be possible without you my
love. You keep me humble, grounded and you
always say it how it is with absolute honesty. I
couldn’t be more grateful for you. This victory
is as much yours as it’s mine. Thank you and I
love you for being YOU (@anushkasharma,”
Kohli wrote on Instagram with photo of the
couple.

Richa Chadha And Ali Fazal
Want To Opt For Free-

Spirited Parenting Approach:
'We Will Inculcate...

B TS
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Chakraborty is one such name, who got the opportunity to work with big names but was unable to have a
lasting impact. As she celebrates her 32nd birthday, let’s take a look at the actress’ career.Born in Bengaluru in
1992, Rhea belonged to a Bengali family. She is the daughter of an army officer. She started her journey in the world
of entertainment through the small screen. In 2009, she appeared in MTV India’s TVS Scooty Teen Diva, as a
contestant and became the first runner-up. After auditioning for a VJ at MTV Delhi, she was selected for the job. She
went on to host several MTV shows like Pepsi MTV Wassup, TicTac College Beat and MTV Gone in 60

icha Chadha and her actor-husband Ali
Fazal are eagerly anticipating the arrival
of their first child, expected any day now
in July 2024. As they prepare for this exciting
new chapter, the couple has meticulously
planned every phase of their journey to ensure
aseamless balance between their personal and
professional lives. In a recent interview with

Seconds.She entered the film industry in
2012, with the film Tuneega Tuneega, a
Telugu language release. In the film, she was
seen opposite Sumanth Ashwin, Mrinal Dutt
and Vasundhara Kashyap. It was directed by

HT City, Richa Chadha opened up about her
aspirations for their child’s upbringing. She
shared her vision for the values and qualities
she hopes to instill in their little one,
emphasizing the importance of nurturing a

ofom - - 4
il MS Raju while the produce?r was Maganti well-rounded character.Richa Chadha, who
o . Ramchandran. The production banner recently captivated audiences with her vibrant
¥ "~ behind the film is Padmini Arts. It was portrayal of Lajjo in Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s
3 released on July 20, 2012.Then in magnum opus Heeramandi, is brimming with
. 2013, she made her debut in excitement about the imminent new chapter in
Bollywood with the film Mere her life: parenthood. The actress revealed that
Dad Ki Maruti. Directed by she and her husband, A}i Fazal, are we;ll-
Ashima Chibber, Rhea was prepared for the. unpredlgtable yet thrlling
paired opposite Saquib journey of becoming first-time parents.

. Saleem, in the film. The cast R?‘ﬂecting on their upbringing, Richa shared,
also included Ram Kapoor We _ha_ve had Verylfrecii upbr1n%1ngs where no
and Ravi Kishan, Jeii restrictions were placed on us by our parents.

roduced by Ashish So, I think we will do the same. We V.Vlll. also

gatil under ik surely try to inculcate the spirit of curiosity in

¢ ’ " h 3 » the child.”In a recent interview, Richa

o Y-Films. T CIE Chadha, known for her role in Fukrey, shared

. in the film is given = j that she is anything but idle these days. She is

by Sachin Gupta. channeling her energy into enhancing the

In the following years, she went on to appear in lead as well as cameo roles in films like
Sonali Cable, Dobaara: See Your Evil, Bank Chor, Half Girlfriend and Jalebi. Most of the
films proved to be box-office failures.In 2020, the actress got embroiled in a controversy,
after then-boyfriend Sushant Singh Rajput allegedly died by suicide, six days after she left
their house. During that period, Rhea had to experience intense media scrutiny and
criticism. She was arrested and jailed for 28 days. She made her return to the small screen
with MTV Roadies: Karm Ya Kaand, where she appeared as a gang leader.

couple’s production house, seizing the
opportunity to scout new talent, engage with
fresh creators, read their scripts, and bring
their visions to life. This year, her production
unit is set to bankroll exciting projects such as
Girls Will Be Gitls, Papita, Pinky Promise,
and the adultanimation Doggie Stylez.
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