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Agnipath scheme has
led to an acute shortfall
In manpower

ANY systemic transformation that relies on ‘after
the fact’ mechanism to rectify errors is inherently
flawed. The Agnipath scheme stands out as one
such example. The scheme was ceremoniously
rolled out two years ago. Touted to transform the
recruitment process of ‘personnel below officer
rank’ (PBOR), it has sought to cut down the
burgeoning pension bill and ensure a youthful
profile of other ranks in the armed forces.The
scheme has faced resistance from young aspirants
passionate to join the armed forces. Periodically,
it has been in the news and, of late, there is a
strong demand across the spectrum for its holistic
review.

The Agnipath idea draws from the ‘Tour of Duty’
(ToD) concept, which is widely prevalent in
Western armies to overcome the shortage of
optants for the military service. It was Gen Bipin
Rawat, then Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), who
conceived the idea of introducing ToD in our
armed forces. The original plan was to test-bed
the proposal by recruiting small numbers.
However, the scheme was apparently pushed
through unilaterally. It is evident from the
reported disclosures in the book Four Stars of
Destiny by a former Chief of Army Staff, Gen
MM Naravane, wherein he describes the scheme
asa ‘bolt from the blue’ for the three services.

Currently, under the scheme, Agniveers in the age
group of 17.5 to 21 years and with Class X/XII
qualification are recruited for a period of four
years after six months of training. Only 25 per
cent of them are to be retained and re-enrolled for
aperiod of 15 years on fresh terms of service, with
entitlement to pension and post-retirement
benefits. Those released are to be given a
severance package — Seva Nidhi — of Rs 10
lakh.The total number of defence pensioners is
about 24.62 lakh; of them, armed forces veterans
constitute around 19 lakh and civilians 5.62
lakh.Going by the figures of 2022, when the
Agnipath scheme was introduced, the defence
budget wasRs 5,25,166 crore, of which the
pension outlay wasRs 2,07,132 crore. While the
share of defence personnel stood at Rs 1,19,696
crore, the civilian component was Rs 87,436
crore, the latter accounting for a disproportionate
40 per cent share of the pensionary budget.The
adverse impact of the scheme is evident from the
fact that individuals seeking an honourable career
in the armed forces, many in keeping with family
traditions, are now looking for alternative
avenues, with the Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) being the top choice. I have witnessed
this trend in my home state of Punjab. There is
also a general feeling among the Agniveers that
those released will bear the stigma of being
discards and not be seen as proud veterans. Given
the high rate of unemployment, particularly
among the youth, the released Agniveers are
unlikely to get a decent job; the idea of lateral
placement into the CAPF is far-fetched.Recently,
there were two instances of Agniveers who made
the supreme sacrifice while deployed in
operational areas. Their kin were entitled to only a
lump sum compensation as against those of the
regular soldiers who are eligible for full pension.
This discrimination stands out as a serious
anomaly.In the units today, there are two
categories of soldiers: the regulars and the
Agniveers. There is an unhealthy competition and
obvious stress among the Agniveers in their quest
to qualify for retention. It is indeed detrimental to
the camaraderie and esprit de corps, the bedrock
ofunit culture and regimentation, the cutting edge
of our armed forces as against the better-equipped
adversaries. Incidentally, the performance of
‘tourist soldiers’ has been found wanting — be it
Americans in Vietnam and Afghanistan, Israelis
in Gaza and troops in the Russia-Ukraine war.
Even the Chinese army conscripts have
performed poorly in Ladakh during the ongoing

THE three new criminal laws came into effect on
Monday amid a verbal duel between the ruling BJP
and the main Opposition party, the Congress. The
former described the laws as a symbol of India’s
progress and resilience, while the latter accused the
government of getting them forcibly passed in
Parliament after the suspension of 146 MPs. The
Congress has declared that the INDIA bloc will not
allow such ‘bulldozer justice’ to prevail in the
parliamentary system. The government has
repeatedly stressed that these statutes — Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam — will
give priority to providing justice and protecting
rights, arguably in contrast to the draconian

Biden's debate fiasco deals a blow to his campaign

Russia has been the steadiest of India’s allies, both in the best and the worst of times. The bilateral relations just cannot be undermined or weakened.

THERE are wars raging in Gaza and Ukraine, and

tensions are running high around Taiwan and the
Philippines. You may not believe it, but perhaps the
gravest crisis that the world may face could be in the
US, which is looking like it could elect a narcissist, liar
and convicted felon as its President this November.

Millions of Americans saw President Joe Biden on

debate night on Thursday, delivering his answers in a
hoarse, faltering voice, slack-jawed and struggling to
string his thoughts together. The performance has set
off alarm bells ringing across the world. Instead of
focusing on his substantial achievements as the
President, we have been forced to look at the issue of
his age.Biden’s aides had hoped that the debate would
help steady their somewhat slow-moving campaign.
Instead, it may have undermined it completely. Since
then, there have been calls by prominent voices for
Biden to step aside to enable a younger candidate to
take his place.Debate disasters are not new. But what
makes this a first-class crisis is the fact that it could
propel Donald Trump back into the White House.
Almost all the commentary noted that Trump’s attacks
on Biden were often false and mostly misleading. But
all he had to do was be Donald Trump. The damage was
done to Biden by himself.

Given his felony convictions, other looming cases and

his history, Trump is unfit to be the President of the US.

standoff. Agnipath has led to an acute shortfall in
manpower; while the yearly retirement count is
around 70,000, the Agniveer intake is just 42,000.
With 25 per cent retention, the deficiency is set to

colonial laws which laid emphasis on penal action.

However, the Opposition is not convinced. Nor are
some legal experts, who have raised concerns over
possible misuse of the laws.There are also

grow further.

THE Lok Sabha elections have set the stage for a series of
critical elections globally. The Iranian presidential
election was held on June 24 to find a successor to
President Ebrahim Raisi, who was killed in a helicopter
crash in May. With none of the candidates getting at
least 50 per cent of the votes, there will be a run-off
between the top two contenders.In France, after his
party’s rout in the European parliamentary elections,
President Emmanuel Macron ordered a domestic
parliamentary election. Huge gains by the far-right
National Rally party of Marine Le Pen are being
projected. The two-phase polls will end on July 7.

The UK is also poll-bound after Indian-origin
Conservative Prime Minister Rishi Sunak ordered early
parliamentary elections. A massive win for the Labour
Party after 14-year Tory rule is foreseen, with Keir
Starmer tipped to be the PM.

The most significant election is of the US President in
November. The opening debate between President Joe
Biden and his predecessor Donald Trump was held by
CNN on June 27. An incoherent and defensive Biden
faced a glib and dissimulating Trump. They sparred over
the economy, immigration, abortion and the Ukraine
and Gaza wars.This churn in established democracies,
the ascendancy of far-right parties in Europe, the
possibility of Trump’s re-election and Iran throwing up
another conservative President raise questions about the
state of the liberal democratic order. In 1989, Francis
Fukuyama wrote in The National Interest that the world
faced the ‘end of history’. He later explained that with
the Berlin Wall’s fall in November 9, 1989, change
appeared inevitable in the Soviet Union and Warsaw
Pact nations. The Western model of a liberal democratic
state tied to the market economy appeared universally
acceptable.However, liberal democracies across all
continents appear challenged today. Public
disillusionment is being shaped by globalisation’s
inequitable benefits and immigration-induced

But he is what we will get, given the current
circumstances. Biden supporters believe that the
President has the opportunity to make up for the fiasco
by improving his performance in the next debate in
September. But given that things are going his way,
why would Trump want any further debates?

Just 14 hours after the debate, Biden addressed a

campaign rally in Raleigh, North Carolina, where he
was forceful, confident and landing hard political
punches on Trump and the Republicans. Unlike in the
debate, he gave categorical and clear outlines of his
positions on abortion, immigration, taxes and race. But
does this suggest that Biden could still turn things
around? It’s too early to say.Over the years, the Biden
team has carefully managed his sleeping hours, his
walk to the Marine One helicopter and his climb aboard
aircraft to mute concerns over his age. But the debate
performance last week has shattered the efforts to show
Biden at his best. Insiders say that Biden performs best
between 10 am and 4 pm. But the debate began at 9 pm
and wenton till 10.30 pm.

Biden accepted at the Raleigh rally that his debate

performance was poor. “I know [ am not a young man. I
don’t walk as easy as I used to. I don’t speak as
smoothly as I used to. I don’t debate as well as I used
to,” he told the crowd. But that is precisely the point:
age is a factor.As of now, his allies are publicly

New criminal laws

Wake-up call for infra and urban planning

apprehensions about a surge in litigation in the form of
appeals seeking re-evaluation of the existing cases
(registered before July 1, 2024) or a review of the new
legal framework. Even as a chaotic rollout is only to be

The churn in the global liberal order

Public disillusionment is being shaped by the inequitable benefits of globalisation

xenophobia, feeding the rise of far-right parties. In
India, populist and majoritarian politics has been
moulded by bigotry and jingoism.The scenario is
complicated by the wars in Ukraine and Gaza. The
Indian poll results brought relief to the G7 nations. The
democratic recession in India and the repressive use of
agencies against the Opposition have elicited criticism
from the Western media and even by parliamentarians.
But the lure of Indian markets and the
Indian role as a counterweight to China
compelled foreign leaders to hold their
noses and engage India transactionally.
The BJP’s loss of parliamentary majority
and dependence on allies, at least
theoretically, is expected to restore
constitutionalism. But the ruling party’s
initial moves, like the renomination of Om
Birla as the Speaker despite his poor
record, has dampened hopes.

President Biden is in the damage-control
mode after his disastrous performance in
the debate with Trump. The Iran-China- |
Russia axis would have observed this as
well as the increased possibility of
Trump’s return. Russian President
Vladimir Putin would take solace in
Trump reiterating his ability to end the
Ukraine war quickly. That implies
acceptance of the status quo by Ukraine. European
Union (EU) states would also brace for turbulent trade
and strategic ties with a Trump-led US.There is
speculation that if French President Macron’s gamble
goes awry, he may resign. Le Pen has moderated her
party’s stand on some issues, compared to her more
radically right-wing father’s views. She is even
endorsing military support to Ukraine. However, her
party remains sceptical about the benefits of the EU.
After the Brexit blow by Britain in February 2020,

another exit or even a debate about it would weaken the
group.The Conservative Party is projected to lose the
July 4 British parliamentary elections. If elected, the
Labour Party will inherit a weak economy and post-
Brexit disillusionment. But its leader Keir Starmer has
moved the party to the political centre, like Tony Blair in
the 1990s. Labour has announced a ‘free to go’ for a Free
Trade Agreement with India. It advocates ‘progressive

realism’ in foreign policy. It seeks a new geopolitical
partnership with the EU and an increase of the defence
budget by 2.5 per cent, besides strengthened nuclear
deterrence. It recalls that it was Foreign Secretary Ernest
Bevin in the post-World War II Labour government of
Clement Attlee who helped create NATO and Britain’s
nuclear deterrence.In the Iranian presidential election,
the sole reformist candidate, approved by the
Guardian’s Council, is Masoud Pezeshkian. He was the
health minister in the government of reformist President
Mohammad Khatami (1997-2005). Opposing him are

supporting him. This includes his former boss, ex-
President Barack Obama, and a clutch of potential
candidates who could replace Biden were he to step
aside —Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg,
Governors JB Pritzker of Illinois, Gavin Newsom of
California, Wes Moore of Maryland and Gretchen
Whitmer of Michigan.

One major advantage is that the debate happened in June,

when four more months are left for the elections. In
terms of the US presidential election cycle, it is early,
and it offers an opportunity for Biden to turn things
around. Other events can and will take place in the US
and around the world until November, dulling the
impact of Biden’s debate performance last week. Large
numbers of Americans simply do not focus on elections
until a week or two before polling. You can be sure,
though, that Republicans will use videos of Biden’s
performance to keep memories of the debate alive
through attack ads.Biden versus Trump is all about the
election. And despite poor polling numbers, Biden still
has a fighting chance to beat Trump. But the debate
performance has thrown a bright light on the issue of
Biden’s age and raised doubts about whether he is
capable of managing the presidency till 2029, when he
will be 86.This central question, which is linked to the
important decision on whether he should step aside for
another candidate, demands answers, and soon. The
Democratic National Convention will be held in
August, and Biden could well show the electorate in the
coming month that he is indeed fit to continue. But ifhe
is unable to do so, the delay would make it difficult for
the party to find another candidate to take over the
campaign and win.

The Democratic Party rules make it almost impossible to

replace Biden at the top of the ticket unless he
voluntarily steps aside since most of the 4,000
estimated delegates are pledged to him already.

Biden could step aside, even while endorsing an

alternative. But the issue would inevitably divide the
Democrats at a crucial time when they need to be united
not just for the presidential campaign but for the
elections to the entire House of Representatives, one-
third of the Senate, several governorships and state
legislatures.The Democrats are hoping they can retain
their Senate majority and win the House of
Representatives as well. Both Houses have slim
majorities, and the races there are almost as important
as winning the presidential poll. The problem they now
face is that the presidential worries could also
adversely affect these other important elections.

expected, the government will find itself under
increasing pressure to pay heed to suggestions made
by various stakeholders and consider amendments
to fine-tune the laws. Calls to scrap the statutes
altogether will also get shriller.

The push for reforms to replace the British-era Indian
Penal Code, Code of Criminal Procedure and the
Indian Evidence Act seems well-intentioned, but it
will be an onerous task for the BJP-led government
— now a shadow of its former all-powerful self —
to get everyone on board. Implementing the new
laws is a huge challenge for law enforcement
agencies, judicial officers and legal professionals.
Litigants, too, will have to confront new
complications. Clarity and transparency hold the
key to reducing uncertainty as well as confusion.

The powers that be will have to work very hard to
prevent the fiasco of the three farm laws, which were
repealed after a year-long protest by farmers.

conservative politicians Saeed Jalili, a former nuclear

negotiator, and Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, Speaker

of the Iranian parliament.ezeshkian’s candidature is
being attributed to Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei’s
worry over mere 48 per cent voting in 2021, when late

President Raisi had won the election. The Iranian voters

may be denied a real choice with politically vetted

candidates, but they can express their disapproval of the
Islamic regime by avoiding voting. The elected
President’s legitimacy is more crucial than
ever before due to the economic stress faced by
the people due to Western sanctions. Huge
crowds at polling booths late in the evening
indicated revived public interest in the political
contest.

Pezeshkian led in the first round, with Jalili
second. In the runoff, the third candidate’s
votes will shift to Jalili because both are
supported by conservatives. The same
happened in the 2005 presidential election
when Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was trailing in
the first round and then won in the second one
as the conservative votes consolidated. Iranian
people can sometimes surprise the Islamic
regime by voting for reform.

Even Fukuyama would concede that three-and-
a-half decades after his ‘end of history’
pronouncement, the global liberal order is

challenged by a realignment of some of the old players.

Instead of the Soviet Union, it is the China-Russia-Iran

axis and North Korea now. India is still doing a

balancing act between the two sides in a neo-Cold War,

as demonstrated by PM Modi’s upcoming visit to

Russia. The difference is that maintaining equidistance

is more difficult as China, which is inimical to India’s

rise, is co-leading one side. The BJP must register the

June 4 message of the people. India’s enemies are

abroad, not athome.
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Sensex crosses 80,000 for

first time, Nifty hits record
high

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices hit fresh
record highs as the trading session opened on
Wednesday, backed by gains in heavyweight stocks
such as HDFC Bank.

he S&P BSE Sensex crossed the 80,000 mark for the first
time, while the NSE Nifty50 hit a record high of
24,292.15. At around 9:22 am, the Sensex was up
498.51 points at 79,939.96 and the Nifty gained 134.80
points to trade at 24,258.65.1t may be noted that HDFC
Bank rose 3.5% at the open and emerged as the top
gainer on the Nifty50.All 13 major sectors recorded
gains. The increase in HDFC Bank drove banks,
financials, and private banks 1.3%-1.5% higher.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services, said, "The focus of market activity
today will be HDFC Bank which will continue its
upward move factoring in the news of potentially
increasing the weightage of the stock in the MSCI
Index. The delivery-based buying in the stock witnessed
in the last many days has the potential to continue for a
few more days pushing the stock further up and
imparting resilience to it."

"As the weightage of HDFC Bank in Nifty increases there
will be more delivery based buying by ETFs and also
active funds. There can be a marginal negative impact
on other high weightage stocks in the Nifty like RIL,
TCS, Infosys and ICICI Bank," he noted.

he latest Fedspeak on US inflation is also positive news
for equity markets globally. Responding to the inflation
print of 2.6% with zero month on month increase Fed
chief Powell yesterday made a dovish remark that the
US is on a disinflationary path. The Fed’s next rate
action is likely to be a rate cut. RBI also is likely to
follow suit with a rate cut in the next policy meeting,"
Vijayakumar further added.

Karnataka HC sets aside NCLT
order on rights issue, sends
the matter back to tribunal

BENGALURU. The Karnataka High Court on Tuesday
set aside the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
order that had restrained Byju’s from launching a
second rights issue.Think and Learn Pvt Limited
(Byju’s) and Byju Raveendran had filed writ petitions
against the order of NCLT dated 12 June 2024. The
High Court has remanded the matter to the NCLT for
fresh consideration within 2 weeks from 4 July 2024.

The high court also declined the request of the investors’
counsel to suspend the present order by the high court
which sets NCLT’S order. On June 12, the NCLT
Bengaluru told the edtech firm to maintain the status
quo with regard to existing shareholders and their
shareholding shall be maintained till the disposal of the
main petition.Earlier, four invstors including Peak XV
Partners and General Atlantic Singapore accused the
parent company of Byju’s, Think & Learn for
oppression and mismanagement. In April, Byju’s said
55% of its shareholders have approved the vote for an
increase in authorized share capital put forth in the form
of a postal ballot and the Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM) held on March 29,2024.

The approval of the EGM proposals paved the way for

Think & Learn Private Limited, to issue fresh shares

and conclude the rights issue that was aimed at tackling

the liquidity crunch, including unpaid salaries,
regulatory dues and vendor payments. But investors
had requested the NCLT to stop the edtech firm’s
second rights issue as they expressed concerns that this
would lead to dilution of their ownership in the
company.Last week, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs

(MCA) clarified that reports claiming Byju’s has been

cleared of financial fraud in an investigation are

factually incorrect. It is about a year since MCA
initiated the probe on Byju’s.

ministry had ordered a probe after Byju’s auditor

Deloitte Haskins & Sells exited due to delay in the filing

of FY22 financial results.

Global index inclusion yet to
reflect on Gsec yields

MUMBALI. Though the much-anticipated inclusion of
the government bonds (G-secs) in the JP Morgan’s
emerging market bond index from last Friday has
underwhelmed the market with muted response, both
in terms of inflows as well as in the flat bond yields. In
the long-run this is going to a game-changer for the
finance street, say both bond dealers and analysts. After
closing flat on the D-day at 7.02% after rising to 7.1%
in initial trade, the benchmark bonds closed 0.01%
down on Tuesday, the third day since the inclusion at
7.012%, something nothing to write home about. The
rupee also remained range bound and closed with a
gain of 0.04 paise at 83.55 to the greenback.

For one, the bond inclusion will bring down the
borrowing cost both for government and corporates
both directly and indirectly. Secondly, it will increase
foreign fund flows, which many peg it at least $25
billion by March 2025 and thus boost the rupee.
Increased forex flow can boost the already-record high
forex reserves as well as help bridge the current
account deficit. But on the negative side, hot money
inflows can raise inflation pressure, which RBI has
been fighting since May 2022 with limited
success.Announcing the inclusion, JP Morgan on
September 21, 2023 said it will be staggered over a 10-
month period beginning June 28 to March 31, 2025,
indicating 1% increment on its index weighting. That
drew the curtains over the decade-long negotiations
that the then Reserve Bank governor Raghuram Rajan
started in 2013.Though 38 bonds are under the fully
accessible route (FAR), only 29 of them are eligible for
the JP Morgan index which requires a face value of $1
billion and at least 30 months remaining maturity.
These bonds combined have a valuation of Rs 27
trillion or around $330 billion. The total Gsecs market
is closer to Rs 90 trillion.On March 5, 2024, Bloomberg
Index Services also announced inclusion of the G-secs
in its emerging market local currency government
index and related indices, beginning from January 31,
2025.
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Jobs inunicorns record 30 per cent growth in June

In the FMCG sector, Mumbai

(34%), Bengaluru (24%) and
Delhi (23%) witnessed their
strong performances.

BENGALURU. Though there has been no
significant recruitment activity in the IT
and start-up industries, tier-2 and tier-3
cities showed signs of improvement in
June. Unicorns recorded about 30%
growth in June, as per the Naukri
JobSpeak Index.

As far as hiring in the IT industry is
concerned, the report highlighted that
with 16% hiring, Jaipur, Kochi (6%) and
Delhi-NCR (4%) emerged as bright spots.

In the FMCG sector, Mumbai (34%),
Bengaluru (24%) and Delhi (23%)
witnessed their strong performances.
Though fresher hiring saw only 3%
increase, professionals with over 16 years
of experience saw a 41% growth. The
report added that hiring in pharma or
biotech witnessed notable growth in cities

such as Hyderabad (18%), Baroda (27%)
and Mumbai (14%).

Pawan Goyal, chief business officer of
Naukri.com, said, “As we have reported
over the past year, the power dynamic
shift in the Indian hiring landscape is well

and truly underway with mini-metros
consistently outpacing their metro
counterparts. Gujarat has been a silver
lining in an otherwise turbulent market
and it is now encouraging to see emerging
cities in Rajasthan such as Jodhpur and

Udaipur join the fray.” In June, AI-ML
(artificial intelligence and machine
learning) and FMCG with 205 and 12%
showed positive growth.

However, Global Capability Centers (-7%

YoY), BPO (-9%) and education (-9%)
dragged down the overall index. Cities in
Rajasthan and Gujarat witnessed
resilience, with 36% Jodhpur, 21% Kota,
13% Udaipur and 13% Surat leading in
new job creation. Both Bengaluru and
Mumbai experienced declines in hiring in
June.

Unacademy lays off 250 employees
BENGALURU: Edtech unicorn

Unacademy has fired about 250
employees as the start-up is looking to
streamline operations. In a statement to
TNIE, a company spokesperson
confirmed the layoff and said, “As part of
our ongoing efforts to streamline
operations and enhance business
efficiency, we have undergone a
restructuring exercise. This was
necessary keeping in mind its goals and
vision for the year, as we focus our efforts
on sustainable growth and profitability.”

Vraj Iron and Steel lists at 16% premium: Should you hold or

NEW DELHI. Vraj Iron & Steel
made a decent debut on Dalal
Street on Wednesday, listing at
a premium of 16% over its
issue price.he shares started
trading at Rs 240 on the NSE,
marking a 15.94% rise from
the issue price of Rs 207.
Similarly, on the Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE), the
shares opened at Rs 240,
reflecting a 16% premium
over the issue price.Before its
debut, the company's shares
had a grey market premium of Rs 50
each, indicating a potential listing gain
of 24%. Just a day before listing, the
grey market premium was between Rs
67 and Rs 70 per share.

Should you hold or sell?

"The company's financial performance
paints a positive picture. Vraj Iron &
Steel has a proven track record of
consistent profitability over the past

three years, demonstrating its ability to

generate healthy returns," said Shivani
Nyati, Head of Wealth, Swastika
Investmart Ltd.She further said that
investors should acknowledge certain
risks, such as the concentration of
manufacturing facilities in a single
region and the lack of long-term
customer contracts. The steel industry's
inherent competitiveness is another
factor to consider."Despite these

considerations, the IPO's P/E
valuation of 9.48x appears
reasonable. Considering these
factors and the current market
sentiment, we maintain a buying
rating of SL 240 for the target of
300+," said Nyati.The initial
public offering (IPO) of Vraj Iron
and Steel garnered significant
interest from investors as the
public issue was subscribed over
100 times.
Vraj Iron and Steel PO was
subscribed 126.36 times. The
public issue was subscribed 58.3 1 times
by retail investors, 173.99 times by
Qualified Institutional Buyers (QIB),
and 221.66 times by Non-Institutional
Investors(NII) over the course of three
days.The IPO offered 5,782,609 shares
up for grabs but saw bidding for
73,07,12,160 shares. The price band for
the IPO was set at Rs 195 to Rs 207 per
share.

India's services growth picks up in June
on record rise in exports,

New Delhi.Growth in India's dominant
services industry accelerated last
month, buoyed by strong demand and a
record rise in export orders, according
to a business survey that also showed
companies were hiring at the fastest in
nearly two years.HSBC's India
Services Purchasing
Managers' Index, compiled by
S&P Global, rose to 60.5 in
June from 60.2 in May, close
to a Reuters poll median
forecast of 60.6 and a
preliminary reading of 60.4.

It has been above 50, which
separates growth from
contraction, for nearly three
years."Activity growth in
India’s service sector
accelerated in June ... led by
an increase in both domestic
and international new orders,"
noted Pranjul Bhandari, chief India
economist at HSBC.New business - a
key gauge of demand - has been above
breakeven since August 2021 and
expanded at a faster pace last month.
That was supported by the fastest rise in
international orders since the sub-index
was added to the survey nearly a decade

ago.That is good news for India's

PMI shows

years.

economic outlook, already the seventh  However, overall positive sentiment for

largest services exporting country
globally, according to the Reserve
Bank of India.

Asia's third-largest economy posted "Qverall,
faster-than-expected growth of 7.8% in

January-March quarter but was
expected to slow modestly this fiscal
year, a Reuters poll found.

Strong demand encouraged service

providers to recruit more staff. The
pace of job creation was the strongest
since August 2022, taking the current
stretch of growth in hiring to over two

the coming year slipped to an 11-month
low due to concerns surrounding
market uncertainty and competition.
service providers remain
confident about the year-ahead
business outlook, although the level
of optimism moderated sharply
during the month," added Bhandari.

Meanwhile, costs rose at the slowest
pace in four months, indicating
cooling inflation, and the report said
fewer than 5% of firms surveyed
opted to pass cost burdens to clients,
resulting in only a moderate rate of
charge inflation.

The Reuters poll found inflation
would likely fall below the mid-
point of the RBI's medium-term
target of 4% this quarter, but then

pick up in the next one. Yet, the central
bank was expected to cut interest rates
to 6.25% towards year-end.A rise in
both manufacturing and services
pushed up the overall HSBC India
Composite PMI to 60.9 last month,
matching the flash estimate, from 60.5
in May.

Budget 2024: Rural

housing may get big
boost, says report

The government is gearing up to enhance state
subsidies for rural housing in the upcoming
federal budget, potentially increasing them by
up to 50% from the previous year to exceed $6.5
billion, news agency Reuters reported, quoting
two government officials.

The proposed hike in housing subsidies forms a
key component of a broader government
strategy aimed at bolstering rural infrastructure,
including improvements to village roads and the
implementation of job programs aimed at
assisting millions of young individuals trapped
in the agriculture sector due to scarce
opportunities in manufacturing. If approved,
this budgetary adjustment would mark the
largest annual increase in federal spending on
the rural housing program since its inception in
2016, added the report.Sources familiar with
budget discussions highlighted concerns over
widespread rural economic distress driven by
higher food inflation and stagnant growth in
farmers' incomes."The government is worried
over widespread rural economic distress, driven
by higher food inflation and sluggish growth in
farmers' incomes," said one of the government
sources with knowledge of budget discussions.

Under the PM Awas Yojna (Rural) housing
scheme, the government aims to facilitate the
construction of an additional 20 million houses
in the coming years, having already assisted in
the construction of over 26 million homes for
impoverished households over the past eight
years. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
expected to unveil the detailed plan during the
budget presentation later this month.

"We expect a substantial increase in allocations for
several rural schemes this year, including
housing, roads and jobs programme," said the
second government source, noting federal
subsidies for rural housing could exceed Rs
55,000 crore ($6.58 billion), up from Rs 32,000
crore last fiscal year. The source added that state
spending on the rural jobs programme was
expected to increase substantially from an
earlier estimate of Rs 86,000 crore, but the
government may seek parliament approval for
this additional spending later, not as part of the
budget.Economists and industry leaders have
urged the government to ramp up rural spending
to stimulate consumer demand, noting that
private consumption has been growing at a rate
significantly lower than the nearly 8% annual
economic growth.To support the construction of
20 million rural houses, the central and state
governments are expected to allocate up to Rs 4
lakh crore ($47.89 billion) in the coming years,
with the central government contributing
around Rs 2.63 lakh crore, added the report.

Developers continue to sign high-
profile land deals in Bengaluru

Puravankara said the
saleable area of the
project will be about
750,000 sq ft, with a
potential gross

development value
(GDV) of 900+ crore.

NEW DELHI. Big property developers
continue to sign high-profile land deals in
Bengaluru. A day after Mumbai-based
Godrej Properties acquired a 7-acre land
in Bengaluru to develop a luxury housing

project with an estimated revenue
of Rs 1,200 crore, Puravankara
Limited on Tuesday said it has
bagged a 7.26-acre land parcel in
Hebbagodi, Bengaluru.
Puravankara said the saleable area of
the project will be about 750,000 sq
ft, with a potential gross
development value (GDV) of 900+
crore. The company recently
announced the acquisition of a
12.75 acre land parcel in Thane’s
Ghodbunder Road and
Lokhandwala in Mumbai, with a

potential GDV of Rs 5,500 crore '

over the project lifecycle.
“With the acquisition of landowner
share of 820,661 sq ft in Provident

Bengaluru into a mature real
estate market with increased
demand for residential
development...This will
strengthen our presence in
Bengaluru and complement our
strategy of deepening our
presence in key micro markets
across India’s leading cities”.

In recent times, realtors have
announced big-ticket land
acquisitions in Bengaluru as
housing demand continues to
remain at an elated level with
property prices seeing substantial
appraisal.Concorde had last week
said ithad acquired a 1.6 acre land
parcel located on Sarjapur Road

N\

Adora De Goa, Provident Botanico and
Provident Capella, along with the 7.26
acres of land in Hebbagodi, the group has
added a potential total GDV of Rs 1,550
crore in addition to the recent acquisitions
in Mumbai,” said Ashish Puravankara,
MD of Puravankara Limited.Godrej

Properties on Monday had announced the
acquisition of 7 acres of land in
Thanisandra, North Bengaluru on an
outright basis. Gaurav Pandey, MD &
CEO, Godrej Properties, said,
“Availability of land parcels and
infrastructure development has turned

which has a GDV of Rs 200 crore.
In March, Concorde acquired a 4.5 acre
land in Thanisandra. In May, The Brigade
Group had signed an agreement to buy a
4.6 acre land parcel in Bengaluru with a
developmental potential of 0.69 million
sq ftanda GDV of Rs 660 crore.
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Amid Hathras tragedy, a look at India's
deadly stampedes at religious events

e

The Hathras
tragedy is not
an isolated event
and India has a
long history of
deadly
stampedes at
religious
gatherings over
the years.

Bhole Baba, Who Held
Hathras Event, Has Sexual
Assault Cases Against Him

New Delhi: A 'satsang' gathering in Uttar Pradesh
addressed by self-styled godman Suraj Pal, known as
Bhole Baba to his followers, descended into chaos and
tragedy as a stampede resulted in the death of 121
people. The incident, which occurred in Hathras, was
reportedly triggered by a frenzied rush to collect dust
under the godman's feet, leading to a deadly crush where
men, women, and children were trampled underfoot.

A video that has gone viral on social media shows the
godman leaving the venue in his car and hundreds of
devotees running behind his car to gather the dust as a
token of blessings.Suraj Pal, alias Bhole Baba, has been
known for his controversial 'satsangs' and has a history
of legal troubles, including allegations of sexual assault.
Despite multiple cases filed against him in various
jurisdictions including Agra, Etawah, Kasganj,
Farrukhabad, and Rajasthan, he continues to command a
considerable following, drawn to his promises of
spiritual enlightenment and blessings.

Born in Bahadur Nagar, Kasganj, Suraj Pal had a stint in
the police department before facing legal troubles in
1997 related to allegations of sexual assault, for which
he served time in prison. Upon his release, he reinvented
himself as 'Saakar Vishwa Hari Baba', attracting
devotees to his ashram in his ancestral village.

|AS Sivaguru Prabhakaran: From
Factory Worker to Sleeping on
Railway Platforms, The journey
to the prestigious chair after

UPS(

New Delhi: Passing the UPSC exam and becoming an
IAS officer is the dream of millions of Indians. We often
hear stories of candidates who overcome immense
hardships to pass the UPSC exam and achieve their goal
of becoming an IAS officer. Here, we will talk about one
such officer who overcame all odds to clear the UPSC
exam.We are talking about IAS officer M. Sivaguru
Prabhakaran. Born into a farming family, Sivaguru's
family members all had to work in the fields.
Additionally, his father was an alcoholic. His mother
and sister worked in the fields during the day and made
baskets at night. Watching his mother and sister toil day
and night, Sivaguru decided to drop out of school and
start working ata sawmill.

"I worked at a sawmill for two years and did a bit of
farming. Whatever money I could save, I spent some on

my family and saved some for my education. I was not
ready to give up on my dreams," Sivaguru said in an
interview.

Despite working in a factory, Sivaguru never forgot his
dream. After his sister's marriage, he resumed his
studies and helped his brother get an education. In 2008,
Sivaguru enrolled in civil engineering at Thanthai
Periyar Government Institute of Technology in
Vellore.On weekends, 1AS officer Sivaguru would
study and stay on the platform of St. Thomas Mount
Railway Station. During the week, he would return to
his college in Vellore and work on his studies in his free
time.

Despite the numerous hardships, IAS Sivaguru
Prabhakaran remained focused on his goal. He
successfully passed the IIT-M admission test and
completed his M.Tech in 2014. After finishing his
M.Tech, IAS Sivaguru Prabhakaran focused on his
dream of cracking the UPSC exam. In his fourth
attempt, he passed the UPSC exam and secured an All
India Rank of 101.Sivaguru's story is a testament to
perseverance and determination, showing that with hard
work and dedication, one can overcome any obstacle to
achieve their dreams.

New Delhi: Over 120 people, most of them
women and children, died in a stampede at a
satsang (religious congregation) in Uttar
Pradesh's Hathras in one of the worst such
tragedies in recent years. The gathering was
organised by Narayan Sakaar Hari, also
known as Sakaar Vishwa Hari or Bhole
Baba.However, such a tragedy is not an
isolated event and India has a long history of October 3, 2014: 32 people were killed, and
deadly stampedes at religious gatherings
over the years.One of the deadliest
stampedes took place at Maharashtra's
Mandhardevi temple in 2005, which claimed
340 lives. Another stampede at Chamunda
Devi temple in Rajasthan's Jodhpur in 2008
killed 250 people.At least 36 people died
when a slab on top of an ancient 'baoli' or
well collapsed during a 'havan' programme
held on the occasion of Ram Navami at a
temple in Indore city.January 1, 2022: At
least 12 people died and over a dozen were
injured in a stampede at the famous Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine in Jammu and Kashmir

triggered by a heavy rush of devotees.July ===
14, 2015: 27 pilgrims died, and 20 others  {..
were injured in a stampede at a major
bathing spot on the banks of the Godavari
river where a huge crowd of devotees had
gathered on the opening day of
'Pushkaram' festival in Rajahmundry in
Andhra Pradesh.

26 others injured in a stampede at Gandhi
Maidan in Patna,
Dussehra celebrations ended.

October 13, 2013: 115 people were killed

shortly after the A

the Navratri festivities near Ratangarh
temple in Madhya Pradesh's Datia district.
The stampede was triggered by rumours that
a river bridge the devotees were crossing
was about to collapse.November 19, 2012:
Around 20 people were killed, and many
others injured as a makeshift bridge caved in,
triggering a stampede during the Chhath
Puja at Adalat Ghat on the bank of river

January 14, 2011: At least 104 Sabarimala

Pradesh's Pratapgarh district as people
gathered to collect free clothes and food
from the self-styled godman.September
30, 2008: Nearly 250 devotees were killed
and over 60 injured in a stampede
triggered by rumours of a bomb going off
at Chamunda Devi temple in Rajasthan's
Jodhpur city.August 3, 2008: 162 people
died, and 47 were injured in a stampede
triggered by rumours of rockslides at
Naina Devi temple in Himachal Pradesh's
Bilaspur district.January 25, 2005: Over
340 devotees were trampled to death and
hundreds injured during an annual
pilgrimage at Mandhardevi temple in
Maharashtra's Satara district. The accident
occurred when some people fell down on the
steps made slippery by the devotees
breaking coconuts.August 27, 2003: 39
people were killed and around 140 injured in
a stampede during the holy bath at the
Kumbh Mela in Maharashtra's Nashik
district.

Ganga in Patna.
and over 100 injured in a stampede during November 8, 2011: At least 20 people were

killed in a stampede in Haridwar at Har-ki-
Pauri ghat on the banks of the Gangariver.

devotees were killed and over 40 were
injured in a stampede when a jeep crashed
into pilgrims at Pulmedu in Kerala's Idukki
district. March 4, 2010: About 63 people
were killed in a stampede at Ram Janki
Temple of Kripalu Maharaj in Uttar

After Hijab, Mumbai College Bans Torn
Jeans, T Shirts, "Revealing Dresses”

New Delhi: Days after banning the
hijab, a college in Mumbai has issued
a new dress code barring students
from wearing torn jeans, t-shirts, and
"revealing dresses" on its premises.

In a notice issued by the administration
of the Chembur Trombay Education
Society's NG Acharya and DK
Marathe College, students were
asked to wear a "formal and decent"
dress while on campus.

Students should wear formal and
decent dress while on campus. They
can wear half shirt or full shirt and
trouser.

Girls can wear and Indian and western
outfit. Students shall not wear any
dress which reveals religion or shows
cultural disparity. Jeans, t-shirts,
revealing dresses and jerseys are not

allowed," a notice hanged on the
college gate said."Hijab, burka,
naqab, stoles, caps and badges can be
removed by going to common rooms
on the ground floor and then only
they can move throughout college
campus," the notice dated June 27,
2024, said.

"Hijab, burka, naqab, stoles, caps and
badges can be removed by going to
common rooms on the ground floor
and then only they can move
throughout college campus," the
notice dated June 27,2024, said.

Some students claimed that they were
unaware of the new dress code and
were not allowed to enter the college
as they wore jeans and t-shirts.The
college had earlier imposed a ban on
the hijab, naqab, burka, stoles, caps,

and badges inside the premises,
following which the students had
moved the Bombay High Court. In
their petition, nine girl students said
the ban was "arbitrary, unreasonable,
bad-in-law and perverse".A division
bench of Justices AS Chandurkar and
Rajesh Patil, however, said it was not
inclined to interfere in the decision
taken by the college and dismissed
the petition.Senior counsel Anil
Anturkar, appearing for the college
management, said the dress code was
for all students belonging to every
religion and caste.

The college claimed the decision to ban
hijab, nagab, and burka was merely a
disciplinary action for the uniform
dress code and was not against the
Muslim community.

|AS Officer Srushti Deshmukh’s Marksheet Goes Viral:
Here's Why People Are Curious About Her Scores

New Delhi: TAS officers' motivational
stories often highlight how
perseverance and hard work pay off.
Recently, the marksheet of IAS
officer Srushti Jayant

First Attempt Success
Srushti Deshmukh cleared the UPSC
exam on her first attempt. She has

Deshmukh went viral, capturing | %

the attention of many aspiring - *

candidates and the general
public. Srushti frequently

advises UPSC candidates fie

through social media,
emphasizing the importance of a
proper and strategic approach to
cracking the civil services
examination. e

According to Srushti, passing the ¥
IAS exam is not insurmountable
if one prepares correctly. She has
always had a strong preference
for academic activities. Srushti
scored 93.2 percent in her CBSE
Class 12 exams and achieved a
perfect 10 CGPA in her Class 10
exams.
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over 2 million followers on her
Instagram account, where she
remains active, sharing moments
from her personal and public life.
Topper of 2018

In the 2018 UPSC exam, Srushti

secured the Sth rank overall and was
the top female candidate. The key
fact is that she began preparing for
the UPSC exam while she
was still an engineering
student. In an interview, she
mentioned that reading
newspapers and watching
Rajya Sabha TV (RSTV)
significantly aided her
preparation. Additionally,
online study materials were
beneficial.
Early Life and Education
Born on March 28, 1996, in
Bhopal, Srushti completed
her schooling at Carmel
Convent School in Bhopal
and earned an engineering
degree. She credits her success to her
family, maintaining her focus on
work while preparing for the UPSC
exam. She had decided that her first
attempt would also be her last.

No Emergency Exits, Lack Of
Cops: Focus On Lapses After
Hathras Stampede

New Delhi: Tough questions are being asked after

121 people were killed during a stampede at a
'religious' event in Uttar Pradesh's Hathras
Tuesday evening, including which government
body or official permitted such a large rally and
why there were no crowd-control or safety
measures, such as designated entry and exit
points and provision of ambulances.

Police have filed a case against a close aide of the

'godman'’ - Suraj Pal Singh, who ordained himself
Narayan Saakar Hari, or Bhole Baba, - who
headlined the 'prayer meet' and the event
organisers. The case does not mention Hari, who
has, so far, evaded the cops.State police chief
Prashant Kumar was non-committal when asked
if Hari will be arrested, telling reporters, "Action
will be taken based on facts arising during the
investigation.”

No arrests have been made thus far, despite Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath's assurances and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi flagging the stampede
mid-speech in Parliament.The aide of the
'sodman' and the event organisers face charges
that include culpable homicide not amounting to
murder and wrongful restraint; the latter is
applied in cases where the accused "voluntarily
obstructs any person so as to prevent that person
from proceeding in any direction which that
person has a right to proceed..." Apart from those
killed, over two dozen are in hospital.

Hathras Stampede Tragedy Lapses
Organisers told police they expected a crowd of

around 80,000. The estimated attendance on the
day, however, was over two lakh people.

Police believe the organisers deliberately

underplayed the number of people expected at the
meeting, possibly to face fewer restrictions in
hosting the event and circumvent additional
crowd safety measures; in any case, it appears
even those were not ensured. This underlines one
of the big questions being asked now - who gave
permission for this public meeting. And, as an
addendum, why were only 70 police personnel
deployed?Even if the police were planning based
on expected crowd figures provided by the
organisers - i.e., 80,000 - that works out to one
copper 1,150 attendees, an abysmal ratio.

It is possible that because there were so few police

personnel the crowd could not be controlled after
the meeting finished. Some rushed to the exit and
others rushed to collect the mud Hari had walked
on - causing a massive rush in what was a small
built-up area."... the crowd, running inwater and
mud-filled fields behind the car, was stopped by
the organising committee with sticks, due to
which pressure of the crowd kept increasing and
women, children, and men kept getting crushed,"
the police said in the filed complaint.

Samajwadi Party MP's big claim on

stampede: Bid fo make it Hindu-Muslim issue

RK Choudhary said
the government's

intention was not right

after Chief Minister
Adityanath asserted
that a probe would
reveal if the Hathras
tragedy was an
accident or a
conspiracy.

New Delhi:

issue,

intention was wrong. The
stampede during a satsang
(religious congregation) in
Hathras killed over 120 people
on Tuesday.Choudhary said the
Uttar Pradesh government's |
intention was not right after |
Chief Minister Adityanath
asserted that a probe would
reveal if the Hathras tragedy [
was an accident or a |
conspiracy.The gathering was
organised by godman Narayan
Sakaar Hari, also known as

Sakaar Vishwa Hari or Bhole Baba, who

is absconding.

"The Yogi Adityanath government wants

"They were 'mast' in what the Baba was
saying — 'na khata, na bahi, jo baba bole
wabhi sahi'," the MP said.
amajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav

Samajwadi Party MP RK
Choudhary claimed the Uttar Pradesh
government wanted to turn the Hathras
stampede incident into a Hindu-Muslim
saying the Chief Minister's

to make it a Hindu-Muslim issue. The
Chief Minister's intention is wrong," the
Samajwadi Party leader said."Hathras is
an accident. It is the failure of the
administration and the organisers,"
Choudhary further said.He also said the
police officials deployed at satsang could
be seen folding hands before the godman.

blamed the government's negligence for
the stampede."The Uttar Pradesh
government and administration are fully

responsible for this incident.
injured persons died due to lack of proper
treatment. SOPs for large gatherings
should be made to ensure that such
incidents do not occur again," he

Some

< said.When asked about his
images with the godman,
Akhilesh Yadav ducked the
question. "See what bad things
the BJP can do... The BJP can
stoop to any level," he said.A
case has been filed against the
organisers of the event, but the
name of Bhole Baba does not
figure in the list of accused in the
FIR. 'Mukhya sevadar'
Devprakash Madhukar and other
organisers have been named in
the FIR.
The FIR said 2.5 lakh people gathered for
the event in which only 80,000 were
permitted.The FIR alleged that the
organisers hid the actual number of
devotees coming to the 'satsang' while
seeking police permission, did not
cooperate in traffic management and hid
evidence after the stampede.The
stampede occurred as thousands of
people rushed to touch the feet of the
godman as he was leaving the venue.
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Pre-poll survey predicts landslide
victory for Labour Party in UK polls

London. Britain's Labour Party is set to sweep to power
with a record number of seats at Thursday's national
election, a forecast by polling company Survation
showed on Tuesday.Survation's central scenario
showed Keir Starmer's Labour winning 484 of the 650
seats in parliament, far more than the 418 won by the
party's former leader Tony Blair in his famous 1997
landslide win and the most in its history.The
Conservatives, who have been in power for the last 14
years, were predicted to win just 64 seats, which
would be the fewest since the party was founded in
1834.The right-wing Reform UK party were
projected to win seven seats.The Survation analysis
used the Multilevel Regression and Post-stratification
(MRP) technique that estimates public opinion at a
local level from large national samples. Pollsters
describe it as a model that uses polling data, rather

than a poll itself.

Other MRP analyses have shown smaller margins of

victory for Labour, but none have shown a different
overall outcome.Earlier, a regular poll by Redfield
and Wilton Strategies which measured vote share
nationwide showed a slight narrowing in Labour's
lead, but still put the party on course for a comfortable
victory.

US Regulator Approves Eli Lilly Drug
For Early Alzheimer Treatment

Washington The US Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) approved a drug made by Eli Lilly on
Tuesday that is designed to treat the early symptoms
of Alzheimer’s disease.The drug known as Kisunla
should be used by “patients with mild cognitive
impairment or mild dementia stage of disease,” the
FDA said in a statement announcing its decision to
approve the drug. “Patients treated with Kisunla
demonstrated a statistically significant reduction in
clinical decline,” and a range of other criteria, it
added.

Kisunla, which is the brand name for the drug
donanemab-azbt, joins only a handful of other drugs
currently approved by the US regulator to treat
Alzheimer’s, which currently affects more than 6.5
million Americans.

“Kisunla demonstrated very meaningful results for
people with early symptomatic Alzheimer’s
disease,” Eli Lilly executive vice president Anne
White said in a statement published by the US
pharmaceutical company.“We know these
medicines have the greatest potential benefit when
people are treated earlier in their disease, and we are
working hard in partnership with others to improve
detection and diagnosis,” she added. The FDA’s
decision was welcomed by the Alzheimer’s
Association, a non-profit organization focused on
eradication the disease.“This is real progress,” the
association’s president, Joanne Pike, said in a
statement. “Today’s approval allows people more
options and greater opportunity to have more time.”
“Having multiple treatment options is the kind of
advancement we’ve all been waiting for — all of us
who have been touched, even blindsided, by this
difficultand devastating disease,” she added.

US Supreme Court rejects teen sex
abuse victim's bid to revive

Snapchat lawsuit

WASHINGTON. The US Supreme Court declined on
Tuesday to hear a Texas teen's bid to revive his lawsuit
accusing Snapchat owner Snap of failing to protect
underage users of its social media platform from sexual
predators - in this case, a female teacher who pleaded
guilty to sexually assaulting him.The justices turned
away up an appeal brought by the plaintiff, who was not
identified by name in the case because he was a minor
when it was filed, after lower courts dismissed his
lawsuit. Lower courts found that Snapchat was shielded
by Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act,
which safeguards internet companies from liability for
content posted by users.Conservative Justices Clarence
Thomas and Neil Gorsuch said they would have granted
the appeal. The case involves a relationship between
Bonnie Guess-Mazock, a high school science teacher
who was 36 at the time it started in 2021, and the
plaintiff, who was 15, in the Texas city of Conroe, about
40 miles (65 km) north of Houston.Criminal charges
were brought against Guess-Mazock, who was
sentenced to 10 years in prison after pleading guilty to
sexual assault of a child, according to court filings.The
plaintiff in the lawsuit accused Guess-Mazock of using
Snapchat - known for its disappearing photos and
videos - to groom him by sending him sexually explicit
content. Over nearly a year and a half starting in 2021,
Guess-Mazock sexually assaulted him until the abuse
was discovered when he overdosed on drugs she either
provided or paid for, the lawsuit alleged.In 2022, Doe
sued Guess-Mazock, the local public school district and
Snap. Only his claims against the Santa Monica,
California-based company, seeking unspecified
monetary damages, were at issue in his appeal to the
Supreme Court. The plaintiff's civil lawsuit alleged
three counts of negligence against Snapchat under
Texas law. He accused the company of breaching its
legal duty to protect its minor users "from sexual
predators who are drawn to the Snapchat application by
the privacy assurances granted by the disappearing
messages feature of the application."Houston-based US
District Judge Lee Rosenthal in 2022 dismissed the suit
against Snapchat, finding the company was shielded by
Section 230.
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Indian-American Kamala Harris Has A Better
Chance Of Retaining Whl’re House Than Biden: Poll

The approval rating of

Biden, 81, has plummeted

after his dismal debate
performance in Atlanta
last week against his
predecessor Donald

Trump

US Vice President Kamala Harris has a
better chance of retaining the White
House in the November presidential polls
than her boss President Joe Biden has,
according to a latest poll.Biden’s
approval rating has plummeted after his
debate debacle in Atlanta last week
against his predecessor Donald Trump,
CNN reported. Since the debate, there has
been increasing voices in the ruling
Democratic party for Biden to step down
and let someone else run the race for the
crucial November 5 presidential elections.

Trump is ahead of Biden by six points. The
poll also finds Harris, who is of Indian
and African heritage, within striking
distance of Trump in a hypothetical
matchup: 47 percent of registered voters
support Trump, 45 percent Harris, a result
within the margin of error that suggests

scenario.“Harris’

there is no clear leader under such a
slightly stronger
showing against Trump rests at least in
part on broader support from women
(50% of female voters back Harris over
Trump vs. 44% for Biden against Trump)
and independents (43% Harris vs. 34%

Biden),” the polls said. White House
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
refrained to give a direct comment on
the polls.“I’'m constrained to speaking
directly to your poll and I get it and I
hear the question. I got to be mindful,
that is something for the campaign as
you started saying, what the campaign
has laid out their argument of the case.
That is something for them to take up
and that is something for them to
answer,” she told reporters when asked
aboutit.

“What I can speak to is the president’s
record. What I can speak to, what he’s
been able to accomplish and the things
that he’s been able to do and get done is
actually in line with majority of
Americans. And I think that’s
important too, to note. And again, I will
say with age comes wisdom and
experience and that’s certainly

something that the president brings,” she

said.Former First Lady Michelle Obama
leads Trump by a whopping 11 points in
an Ipsos poll—50 percent to 39 percent

— though her office told NBC News in

March she would not be running for

president this year.

Biden says he "almost fell asleep’ during I senenchg o husk
debate with Trump, blames jet lag

World US President Joe Biden has
admitted that he "almost fell asleep"
during the disastrous debate with his
Republican rival Donald Trump last
week and said his feeble
performance was due to jet lag from
travelling "around the world a couple
of times, going through around 100
time zones" before the event.

The 8l-year-old's acknowledgement
came amid pressure from Democrats
after his poor performance at the
debate, as well as growing questions
about his cognitive ability to continue
in office for four more years if he
returns to power following the election
in November."I didn't have my best
night. I wasn't very smart. I decided to

travel around the world a couple of

times, going through around 100 time
zones before the debate," he said while
addressing a campaign event on
Tuesday in McLean, Virginia."Didn’t
listen to my staff and came back and
nearly fell asleep on stage... That's no
excuse, butitis an explanation.”
According to a Reuters report, Biden
travelled to France and Italy in a span
ofjust two weeks in June, and then flew
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overnight from the G7 Summit in Bari,
Italy to Los Angeles where he appeared
at a fundraiser with former US
President Barack Obama.

Ahead of the June 27 debate, he spent six
days at Camp David -- the country

retreat for a US President near
Washington D.C -- in preparation for
the event. While White House officials
have blamed Biden's poor performance
on a cold, his re-election campaign is
making all-out efforts to downplay the
age factor.Biden, who is already the
oldest serving American President,
would turn 82 by the time he is sworn in
next year if he wins the November 5
election.On Tuesday, a new
Reuters/Ipsos poll revealed that one in

three Democrats thought Biden
should end his re-election bid
following the debate.The survey
also found the 78-year-old Trump
and Biden maintain the support of
40 per cent of registered voters,
suggesting that the latter has not lost
ground since the debate.Meanwhile,
a CBS News poll released on
Monday found that 45 per cent of
Democrats want Biden to step aside.
Lloyd Doggett, a Democratic lawmaker
in the House of Representatives,
became the first in the party to publicly
call for Biden to step down, saying the
President's debate debacle had failed to
"effectively defend his many
accomplishments".In a statemet on
Tuesday, Doggett said, "My decision to
make these strong reservations public
is not done lightly nor does it in any
way diminish my respect for all that
President Biden has
achieved."Recognising that, unlike
Trump, President Biden’s first
commitment has always been to our
country, not himself, I am hopeful that
he will make the painful and difficult
decision to withdraw.

Employer arrested for Indian farm worker's death in Italy

ROME. Italian police have arrested the
owner of the agriculture company who
dumped a 31-year-old Indian worker
on the road without medical assistance
after his arm was severed by heavy
farm machinery, causing his death, a
tragic incident that shocked the country
and its leadership.Satnam Singh was
abandoned by his employer after a
strawberry wrapping machine severed
his arm in Lazio, near Rome last
month and died due to "copious
bleeding", the ANSA news agency
reported.The Sikh casual farm labourer
died in a hospital in Rome two days
later after being airlifted there when he
was eventually found.Police on
Tuesday arrested the alleged gang
master, Antonello Lovato, on suspicion
of causing Singh's manslaughter death,
the report said.Prosecutors said in a
statement that the Sikh farmer, who
died of a massive haemorrhage in a
Rome hospital, "would in all likelihood
have been saved if he had been

promptly assisted"."We were waiting
for this news, we were angry," the
president of the Lazio Indian
community, Gurmukh Singh,
said."The worst thing (Lovato) did was
to leave him outside his home instead
of taking him to hospital," he was
quoted as saying."An accident can
happen, but not calling for medical
assistance is unacceptable," he said.

Singh's death has spurred outrage at gang
mastering, which is widespread in Italy,
especially in the south of the country,
and modern forms
slavery.According to an earlier report,
Lovato loaded Singh and his wife into a
van and left them by the side of the road
near their home.Singh's severed arm
was placed in a fruit crate.

Meanwhile, Singh's widow Soni, who
was treated for shock after the incident,
received a special 'justice' stay permit
to end her iegal status in Italy, it said.

On June 26, India asked Italy to take
prompt action against those

responsible for Singh's death.

Muktesh Pardeshi, Secretary [CPV &

OIA], conveyed to Luigi Maria Vignali,
the Director General for Italian
Citizens Abroad and Migration
Policies, India's "deep concern" about
the death of Singh, the Indian Embassy
in Italy said in a post on X.He called for
prompt action against those
responsible."Embassy is in contact
with the family of Satnam Singh for
consular help & transportation of
mortal remains," the mission added.

o f Jtalian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni

said last month that Singh, one of
thousands of Indian immigrants who
work the fields in the country, was the
victim of "inhuman acts"."These are
inhumane acts that do not belong to the
Italian people. I hope that this barbarity

will be punished harshly," she said
following a Cabinet meeting.
Italy's Minister of Labour, Marina

Calderone, said the death of Singh had
been an "act of barbarity".

ney case delayed to September,
weeks before US polls

Washington Donald Trump's sentencing for his
conviction on criminal charges stemming from
hush money paid to a porn star was delayed on
Tuesday until September 18, less than seven
weeks before the US election.Justice Juan
Merchan pushed back the sentencing date so he
can weigh the former US president's argument he
should have been immune from prosecution
under Monday's landmark Supreme Court ruling
that presidents cannot be criminally prosecuted
for official acts. The new timeline means Merchan
could decide the Republican presidential
candidate's punishment, including whether to jail
him, in the thick of the campaign season before
the November 5 election.The sentencing had
previously been set for July 11, just days before
the July 15 kickoff of the Republican National
Convention in Milwaukee.Trump faces an uphill
battle getting the hush money conviction
overturned, since much of the conduct at issue in
the case predated his time in office.

Trump's lawyers on Monday asked Merchan to
allow them to argue his conviction should be
overturned due to the justices' 6-3 rulingon July 1,
which also held that evidence related to
presidents' official actions cannot be used to help
prove criminal cases involving unofficial actions.

Prosecutors with Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg's office said earlier on Tuesday that
Trump's argument was "without merit," but
agreed to delay the sentencing to give Trump the
chance to make his case.A Manhattan jury on
May 30 found Trump guilty of falsifying business
records to cover up his former lawyer Michael
Cohen's $130,000 payment to adult film actress
Stormy Daniels to stay quiet about an alleged
2006 sexual encounter until after the 2016
election, in which Trump defeated Democrat
Hillary Clinton.

Prosecutors said the payment was part of an illicit
scheme to influence the election. Trump denies
having had sex with Daniels and has vowed to
appeal the conviction after his sentencing.

'APURELY PERSONALITEM'

In their letter to Merchan, defence lawyers argued
that prosecutors had presented evidence
involving Trump's official acts as president,
including social media posts he made and
conversations he had while in the White House.

"This official-acts evidence should never have been
put before the jury," lawyers Todd Blanche and
Emil Bove wrote.Last year, Trump made a similar
argument as part of an unsuccessful push to move
the hush money case to federal court. In July 2023,
USDistrict Judge Alvin Hellerstein wrote that the
payment to Daniels "was a purely personal
item.""Hush money paid to an adult film star is
not related to a president's official acts,"
Hellerstein wrote.

Police use tear gas as 'Ruto must go' chants
heard at tax hike protests in Kenya

«Protesters in Kenya have
condemned police
brutality amid deadly
demonstrations over the
withdrawn tax bill, call
for president to resign.

Nairobi. Riot police fired tear gas grenades
and charged at stone-throwing protesters
in downtown Nairobi and across Kenya
on Tuesday in the most widespread unrest
since at least two dozen protesters died in

clashes a week ago.The nationwide .-
demonstrations signalled that President

William Ruto had failed to appease a
spontaneous youth protest movement,
despite having abandoned plans for tax
rises that triggered the unrest last
week. Tuesday's demonstrations began in
ebullient mood but turned violent as the
day wore on. In Nairobi's downtown
business district, police wearing helmets
and carrying shields and wooden clubs
charged at the protesters, and tear gas

bombs exploded in

crowds.BEAUTIFUL DAY

president's resignation,"

casualties, ifany."
The authorities appealed for calm.

the

"We are determined to push for the
said Ojango
Omondi, an activist in Nairobi. "We hope
for a peaceful protest and minimal

the sanctity of our nationhood,"
House communications director Gerald
Bitok wrote on X on Tuesday, adding in
Swahili: "Violence is not patriotism."
Opposition leader Raila Odinga, runner-up
in the last four presidential elections,
backed the protesters though they have
called on politicians to keep out of it.

"It's a beautiful day to choose patriotism. A "The youth have given our country its last

beautiful day to choose peace, order and  best chance," Odinga's ODM party said in

a statement. "We either seize it and swim
with it by implementing all their demands,
or we ignore it and sink the country
altogether."The protests, which started as
an online outpouring of anger over nearly
$2.7 billion of tax increases in a proposed
finance bill, have grown into a nationwide
movement against corruption and
misgovernance.

Ruto has directed the treasury to come up
with ways to cut spending to fill a budget
gap left by the withdrawal of the tax plans,
and also said more borrowing would be
required. Veteran anti-corruption activist
John Githongo told Reuters that while
Ruto had addressed the nation and media,
"there isn't an indication that he wants to
take action" on protesters' demands,
including firing corrupt officials.

"There hasn't been any indication by the
government that they are going to take the
calls to deal with corruption seriously," he
said.The protests had been mostly
peaceful until June 25, when some
demonstrators briefly stormed parliament
and set part of it ablaze, prompting police
to open fire.

Ruto has defended the actions of the police
and blamed the violence on "criminals”
who had hijacked the demonstrations.

State
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Wimbledon: Brenda Fruhvirtova
stuns favourite Mirra Andreeva in
battle of 17-year-olds

New Delhi. Top seed and World No.1 Jannik

Euro 2024: Demiral brace powers Turkey

Sinner and French Open winner Carlos
Alcaraz will be in action on July 3,
Wednesday as the round 2 action gets
underway in Wimbledon 2024. Apart from
Sinner and Alcaraz, a host of big names will
also be in action as wildcard Naomi Osaka and
Coco Gauff will have their second round
clashes as well. There will be one round 1
match that will be completed on Wednesday
as Felix Auger-Aliassime and Thanasi
Kokkinakis couldn't get over on Tuesday.
ADVERTISEMENT

The defending champion Alcaraz was given an
early scare in the tournament as he was made
to battle for the win by Mark Lajal in the first
round. He will now be facing Australia's
Aleksandar Vukic in the second round. Sinner
will be facing fellow Italian Matteo Berettini
in the second round at Centre Court on
Wednesday. Gauff will be facing qualifier
Anca Todoni while Osaka will take on Emma
Navarro at Centre Court.

Daniil Medvedev, Casper Ruud, Grigor
Dimitrov are some of the other big names the
fans will get to see in action on Day 3.

Jay Shah offers stranded Indian
media in Barbados to fly out
with Indian team

New Delhi. BCCI (Board of Control for
Cricket in India) secretary Jay Shah has
come forward to help the stranded Indian
media personnel in Barbados by offering
them to fly with the Indian team on the
special chartered flight from Barbados to
Delhi. Notably, Barbados has been on high
alert due to the Hurricane Beryl threat in the
island nation since Sunday, June 30.Hence,
the Indian cricket team has been left
stranded in the country with the airports
being shut due to the harsh weather
conditions. Along with the team, several
media personnel from the country have also
been left stranded in Barbados and will be
rescued by Jay Shah informed India
Today’s Vikrant Gupta.

“Special thanks to @JayShah for taking the
initiative and ‘rescuing’ stranded Indian
mediain Barbados. As a gesture, the 20-odd
media contingent have been offered to fly
out with the Indian team on the special
chartered flight from Barbados to Delhi!
The special flight will take off In a few
hours and land Delhi around 4-5 Thursday
morning,” wrote Gupta on his X account.a
Team India to arrive in Delhi on July 4

Gupta also informed that the flight will be
landing in Delhi at 4-5 am where they will
be expected to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The fans are eagerly
waiting for the return of team India after
winning the T20 World Cup 2024. The Men
in Blue beat South Africa by seven runs in
the final on Saturday, June 29 at Kensington
Oval Bridgetown Barbados.After opting to
bat first, India posted a good score of 176/7
in their allotted 20 overs with Virat Kohli
top-scoring with his innings of 76 (59). In
reply, South Africa could only reach 169/8
in their 20 overs with Hardik Pandya (3/20)
successfully defending 15 runs for India in
the final over.As a result, India won their
second T20 World Cup after a long gap of
17 years after having won the inaugural
edition of the tournament in 2007 under the
leadership of MS Dhoni in South Africa.

New Delhi. Axar Patel decided to take

into quarters with 2-1 win over Austria

«BCCl Secretary Jay Shah
has come out to help the
stranded India personnel in
Barbados by offering them
to fly out with the Indian
team.

New Delhi. Turkey's Merih Demiral shone
with a goal in each half and goalkeeper
Mert Gunok made a crucial stoppage-time
save, securing a thrilling 2-1 victory over
Austria on Tuesday to advance to the Euro
2024 quarter-finals. The man-of-the-match,
Demiral, scored just 57 seconds in and
added a powerful header just before the
hour mark.This set up a quarter-final clash
on Saturday in Berlin against the
Netherlands, who defeated Romania 3-0
earlier the same day. Austria's Michael
Gregoritsch reduced the deficit midway
through the second half, but their hopes of
equalizing were dashed in the final seconds

TORKIYE

when Christoph Baumgartner's header was
brilliantly saved by Gunok. Celebrations
erupted across several German cities as
Turkish fans took to the streets, honking car
horns, waving flags, and chanting in
anticipation of a potential repeat of their
Euro 2008 semi-final run.For Austria,
considered dark horses of the tournament,

it was a bitter exit, as they are still waiting
for their first knockout match win in a
major tournament since 1954.

How the match unfolded

Turkey grabbed the lead in a frenetic start
when Demiral capitalised on a goalmouth
scramble following a corner, scoring the
fastest goal in Euros knockout stage

Mere pass bhi hai: Axar Patel pokes fun af
Rishabh Pant after World Cup medal post

a dig at his India teammate Rishabh
Pant, who was showing off his T20
World Cup winners medal on social
media. Pant and Axar played key
roles in India's T20 World Cup
triumph, with the all-rounder's knock
in the final being crucial. Axar scored
47 off 31 balls and picked up the big
wicket of Tristan Stubbs as India won
the match by 7 runs in the end.Pant,
who was making his return to
international cricket with the bat, was
incredible behind the stumps and picked
up 2 Best Fielder medals during the
tournament. The Indian wicketkeeper was
in a fine mood and posted a picture of him
with the winner's medal on July 3,
Wednesday. Pant said on his post that the
medal hits differently. Axar would respond

with a dig at the Indian star, saying he also
has the same medal with him now.

"Bhai same mere pass bhi hai (Brother, even

I have the same one with me,)" said Axar
in the comments section.

Team India set to arrive in Delhi on July 4
Pant, Axar and the other members of the

victorious Indian team are all set to
arrive in Delhi on July 4, Thursday
after a slight delay in plans. The
Indian team has been stuck in
Barbados because of the Hurricane
Beryl, forcing the airport in the
island nation to be shutdown on July
1, Monday.The team was initially
set to arrive on Wednesday evening,
but the plan got a bit delayed. The
team is now expected to reach Delhi
by 6 am on Thursday morning. As
previously reported by India Today,
the team will fly directly to New
Delhi, where they are expected to meet
with the Prime Minister.

Along with the Indian team, Jay Shah has

also offered to take the Indian media
personnel back home in the chartered
plane set up by the BCCI.

Wimbledon: Jack Draper edges past Elias
Ymer to setup Cam Norrie clash in Round 2

New Delhi Jack Draper made a memorable
debut as the British men's number one at
Wimbledon, channelling the spirit of
Andy Murray with a dramatic five-set
victory under the Centre Court lights.
Seeded 28th, Draper faced Swedish
qualifier Elias Ymer and overcame a
shaky start and a fourth-set lapse to
triumph 3-6, 6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 in the first

tribute to the fans who turned up and said
they played a big role in his win."You came

off the court, so funny, so genuine, one of a

kind. And what a -competitor — and what a
champion. [ think it’s going to be tough
to emulate what Andy’s achieved."

“It’s -obviously unbelievable. He’s won
here a couple times. He’s been part of
that Big Four era who were just
winning constantly, constantly. But if T
just keep on improving, keep on doing

history. Despite ceding possession to
Austria, who had defeated them 6-1 in a
friendly in March, Turkey pressed high
and aimed to catch their opponents on the
break, disrupting Austria's typical playing
style.Even without their suspended
captain Hakan Calhanoglou, Turkey
managed to keep Austria at bay in the first
half, with Ralf Rangnick's team failing to
register a shot on target. Austria
intensified their efforts after the break, and
captain Marko Arnautovic should have
equalized six minutes into the second half,
but Gunok blocked his one-on-one
attempt.Instead, Turkey extended their
lead with Demiral’s second goal, a
powerful header from another corner
delivered by the impressive teenager Arda
Guler in the 59th minute. In pouring rain,
Austria pulled one back through substitute
Gregoritsch in the 66th minute and
amassed 20 attempts on goal as they sought
an equaliser.

Baumgartner seemed to have secured it with

his stoppage-time header, but Gunok’s
stunning one-handed save preserved
Turkey's narrow lead and ensured their
progression to the last eight.

'It's coming home': BCCI post

special T20 World Cup video as

players set to return

The BCCI (Board of Control for Cricket in

India) posted a special video of T20 World
Cup 2024 trophy as team India is all set to
return home after their successful triumph.
The Men in Blue beat South Africa by seven
runs in the final of the tournament on
Saturday, June 29 at Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown, Barbados.ollowing their win,
the Rohit Sharma-led side was stranded in
the island nation with the airport shut down
due to Hurricane Beryl. However, after three
days the team is all set to return home
through a chartered flight and is expected to
land in Delhi early morning on Thursday,
July 4. Ahead of their departure, BCCI
posted a video of the World Cup Trophy
mentioning that ‘it’s coming home.’Team
India is expected to meet Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in New Delhi, who also
congratulated the team on their historic win
through a phone call. Notably, PM Modi
also visited the Indian dressing room after
their heartbreaking loss in the final of the
ODI World Cup 2024.Meanwhile, after
winning the T20 World Cup 2024, India
became the third team in the history of the

Euro 2024, Quarterfinals: Full
list of fixtures, dates, venues
and teams revealed

New Delhi. It's time for the business end of

round.This match marked Draper's
return to Wimbledon after an injury
sidelined him last year. His win came in
the evening slot originally intended for
former world number one Andy Murray,

my best, I don’t see why I can’t be a
great player like Andy has been.”

In the next round, he is set to face
Cameron Norrie, whom he recently
overtook as Britain's top male

tournament to win the coveted title twice
after West Indies (2012 and 2016) and
England (2010 and 2022). India won the
inaugural edition of the tournament in 2007

Euros 2024 as the quarterfinals for the
tournament was finally set on July 2,
Tuesday, after the last set of Round Of 16
matches took place. The games on Tuesday
saw Netherlands emerge as comfortable
winners against Romania with a 3-0 win.
The second match saw Turkey beat Austria
2-1 to seal their spot in the quarters.Mehri
Demiral was the star of the show in Leipzig
on July 2 as he scored a brace to knockout

the dark horses of the tournament in the
Round Of 16. The likes of Germany, Spain,
France, England, Switzerland and Portugal
had already sealed their place in the final 8,
setting up some big clashes. Hosts Germany
secured a routine 2-0 win against Denmark
while Spain thrashed Georgia 4-1. These
two powerhouses will now be meeting on
Friday, July 5 to kickstart the quarterfinal
stage.This will be followed by a replay of
the 2016 Euro Final as Kylian Mbappe's
France will lock horns with Cristiano
Ronaldo's Portugal. Both teams have been
far from convincing in the last few games
and will be hoping for the perfect
performance.July 6 will see England taking
on Switzerland in DYsseldorf. Gareth
Southgate's side have huffed and puffed
their way into the final and needed some
magic to get past Slovakia to save their
blushes. The Swiss humbled Italy dumped
the 2020 champions with a commanding
performance.July 6 will see England taking
on Switzerland in DYsseldorf. Gareth
Southgate's side have huffed and puffed
their way into the final and needed some
magic to get past Slovakia to save their
blushes.

New Delhi.

who had to withdraw due to an injury
earlier that day. Draper's success served
as a morale boost for home fans
disappointed by Murray's absence.
Celebrating his victory, Draper delighted the
crowd by hitting a ball into the stands.

What did Draper say after his win?

Draper started off with a joke, saying that the
crowd came in to watch Andy Murray, but
were stuck with him instead. He paid a

here to watch Andy, but you were stuck with
me instead," Draper said on court. "The
crowd helped massively, I love playing in
front of'alot of people.”

Draper also paid a tribute to Murray and said
he wouldn't be here without the former
World No.1“T wouldn’t be here without
Andy,” Draper said. “He is an incredible guy

player.Norrie, a Wimbledon semi-
finalist in 2022, secured his second-
round spot with a straight-sets win over
Argentina's Facundo Diaz Acosta, ending
his streak of four consecutive tour-level
defeats. This victory saw Norrie bounce
back after first-round losses at the French
Open, Queen's Club, and Eastbourne,
though he has since dropped out of the
world's top 40 rankings.

held in South Africa under the leadership of
MS Dhoni. Since, then it took another 17
years for the Asian Giants to win their
second title.

Nation awaits team India's return
After opting to bat first, India posted a good

score of 176/7 in their allotted 20 overs with
Virat Kohli top-scoring with his innings of
76(59).

Team India touchdown in Zimbabwe
of five-match T20I series

ahead

The Indian cricket team
consisting of youngsters
arrived in Zimbabwe ahead of
the five-match series
beginning from July 6.

Team India has arrived in
Zimbabwe ahead of the five-match T20I
series against the hosts. Notably, a young
team led by Shubman Gill will take on
Zimbabwe from Saturday, July 6. National
Cricket Academy (NCA) head VVS Laxman
will oversee the role of head coach for the
entire tour.Ahead of the series, the team
landed in Zimbabwe on Wednesday, July 3
as they received a warm welcome upon their
arrival. In a video shared by Zimbabwe
Cricket, Laxman could be seen emerging
from the arrivals gate along with other
members of the support staff followed by the
15-member squad.The BCCI has announced

three changes in the squad ahead of the series
with batter Sai Sudharsan, wicketkeeper
batter Jitesh Sharma and fast bowler Harshit
Rana added to the team. The trio have
replaced Sanju Samson, Shivam Dube and
Yashasvi Jaiswal for the first two T20Is who

are stranded in Zimbabwe along with the
Indian team due to Hurricane Beryl and are
likely to join the squad later.Notably, Harshit
Rana had a phenomenal season playing for
KKR in the Indian Premier League 2024 as
he finished as the joint fourth-highest

wicket-taker of the tournament. The right-
arm seamer picked 19 wickets from 11
innings at an average of 20.15 and an
economy 0f9.08.

Harshit Rana's cryptic post after being
ignored

! After not being picked in the initial squad,

the 22-year-old put up a cryptic message on
his Instagram story saying, ‘Everything
will come to you at the perfect time.’
However, after his selection in the team,
KKR congratulated the youngster with a
special post with the caption, “God's Plan,
babay! 8Y ®90Y }* Chalo Zimbabwe!”

| On the other hand, Sai Sudharsan also had a

good season with the bat finishing as the
sixth-highest scorer of the season (531
runs) while Dhruv Jurel scored 195 runs
with the bat in the season.India’s squad for
Ist & 2nd T20I against Zimbabwe:
Shubman Gill (Captain), Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Abhishek Sharma, Rinku Singh, Dhruv
Jurel (WK), Riyan Parag, Washington
Sundar, Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Khaleel
Ahmed, Mukesh Kumar, Tushar Deshpande,
Sai Sudharsan, Jitesh Sharma (WK), Harshit
Rana
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Finally REACTS To
‘Curiosity’ Around Her 'PD'
Tattoo: ‘Amused To See...

isha Patani made headlines after her photo with tattoo reading PD went
viral. In no time fans started commenting. Well, now today the actress has
finally reacted to it and shared a photo again with a tattoo. She has
mentioned that she is amused to see the curiosity around her tattoo. She is currently
seen in Kalki 2898 AD.Taking to her Instagram handle, Disha wrote, “Amused to
see so much curiosity around my tattoo! discover what the joy is all about!
#cloudnine.” In the pic,
Disha can be seen flaunting
‘PD’ initials on her forearm.
Disha looked hot in a powder blue-
coloured crop top and white pants.
She completed her look with black
sunglasses and white bag. As soon as v &
the photo was shared fans again ~ ~".
commented. One of the fans wrote,
“Wow so gorgeous’. Another wrote.
“Roxy from Kalki.”In Kalki 2898 AD,
Disha plays the role of Roxie, who is in
love with Bhairava (Prabhas). In the
movie, Roxie gets a 70 day contract to
work inside the complex, but all hell breaks
loose when Bhairava breaches into the %
facility after stealing one of the complex
owner’s cars, and later crashing into a
party without invitation. .-
Meanwhile, the success of Kalki
2898 AD starring Prabhas,
Amitabh Bachchan and
Deepika Padukone at the /
box office continues to
defy expectations,
with the film
scoring a
| record- J
breaking l
collection
on Monday. As per carly estimates, Kalki 2898 AD grossed
around Rs 84 crore-plus worldwide on the fifth day of its
release.Earlier, the makers of Kalki 2898 AD shared that the
film grossed Rs 550 crore globally in its opening weekend.
Kalki 2898 AD created history at the box office by becoming
the third biggest opener in Indian cinema as it earned
massive Rs 191 crore globally on its opening day.

Looks Like A Modern Day Princess
In Gorgeous Grey Lehenga

elebs are very active on social media. They usually post small updates about their lives online. Their posts often

go viral on the internet, creating a massive craze among the fans. Today we will talk about one such actress, who ~

often shares posts about her daily life, captivating her fans. She is known to showcase her beauty on social
media, captivating her fans. We are talking about popular actress Ashika Ranganath. She is a popular figure in the
world of Kannada film industry. She often posts pictures flaunting her looks on social media. Recently, she shared
some pictures which were likely taken during a
shoot. The pictures became a sensation soon
after they were posted.

Posting the picture on Instagram, Ashika
captioned the post with a snowflake emoji.
The actress looked divine wearing a grey-
coloured lehenga perfectly teamed up with
adiamond tikli on her head. She also wore
a diamond necklace along with similar
bangles on her wrist. She looked elegant
in the outfit. She posed in different
poses in front of the camera. She wore
heavy makeup along with light pink
lipstick which gave her a complete
look.The post went viral soon after
the pictures were shared by the
actress on her Instagram handle
garnering millions of views. The
post was liked by more than 1.8
lakh users. Several users also

commented on the post. One user commented, “If Indians made a Disney princess movie, they

should definitely cast you,” while another wrote, “Simply looking like a queen in this dress, loved the
pictures.” A third user wrote, “You are the Real sandalwood queen, Looking stunning, adorable and
gorgeous.” Several other users commented with heart, fire and Smiling Face with Heart-Eyes emojis

to express their love for the actress.

Varun Dhawan Indulges In A
Fun Chat With Paparazzo,
Says ‘Tere Godh Mein Beth

‘Kar Jata Hoon’A

arun Dhawan is currently enjoying his

fatherhood phase. The actor has

welcomed a baby girl and is yet to
announce her name. Well, today he was spotted
in the city. As usual, Varun indulged in a fun
chat with the paparazzi. The video has gone
viral.In the video, shared by Instant
Bollywood, we can see Varun Dhawan coming
out of a building in casual wear. He looked cool
and as he was making his way towards the car,
he asked one of the cameramen, ‘Ja tu baith ja
gadi mein, tere godh mein beth kar jata hoon,”
Others started laughing. Fans also dropped
laugh emoji in the comment section.

Earlier in the day, Varun Dhawan shares a praise
note for the film Kalki 2898 AD. “Kalki is all
that we have ever dreamt for and from Indian
Cinema !! Every frame is to Marvel at — what
you guys have done is not less than magic and
madness.. Thank You for giving us this
experience in #Kalki2898AD,” Varun shared
on X.

The Telugu film, which has been released in four
other languages, heavily draws inspiration
from Mahabharat. The film is set in a dystopian
future and revolves around four people — a
pregnant woman named Sumathi (Deepika
Padukone), who is said to be carrying a child
that is the 10th avatar of Vishnu; the immortal
Ashwatthama (played by Amitabh Bachchan)
who has been tasked to protect the unborn
child; a ruthless villain named Supreme Yaskin
(Kamal Haasan), who wants the child dead for
he knows the child will be the end of the
baddie; and Bhairava (Prabhas), a bounty
hunter who would sell anyone in return of
money.

Meanwhile, Varun Dhawan is busy with his
upcoming film, Baby John. The film is set to
release on December 25 this year. Taking to his
social media handle last month, Varun Dhawan
shared, “Christmas this year just got merrier.
Brace yourselves for Baby John releasing on
December 25th ,”and also unveiled a new
poster from the film.

Trisha Shares Glimpse Of
Varalaxmi Sarathkumar-
Nicholai Sachdev's Sangeet,
Drops lnsnde Plcs

amil-Telugu actor Varalaxmi
Sarathkumar is all set to tie the knot with
Nicholai Sachdev. The wedding
festivities started and on Monday a sangeet
ceremony was held. Many celebrities
including Lakshmi Manchu, and Trisha were
seen attending. Trisha also shared some inside
photos which instantly went viral on social
media.Taking to her Instagram stories, Trisha
shared photos featuring Lakshmi Manchu,
Vishnu Vishal. Bride-to-be Varalaxmi was
spotted wearing a beige lehenga and was
looking gorgeous. Trisha opted for an ivory
ensemble with a sheer dupatta. Rayane
Mithun, daughter of Radikaa, wore a red Indo-
western outfit for the sangeet. Radikaa looked
gorgeousn a dark blue ensemble for the event.
On Saturday, Varalaxmi took to her X handle and
shared a series of pictures in which she was
seen posing with PM Modi. While one of the
photos featured the HanuMan actress taking a
selfie with the Prime Minister, another also had
her fiance Nicholai and parents R Sarathkumar
and Radikaa alongside her. “What a privilege it
was to have met Our Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri @narendramodi ji and invited him for our
reception..thank you for being so warm &
welcoming.. spending so much of your
valuable time with us despite your very busy
schedule.. truly an honour sir..thank you daddy
(wrealsarathkumar for making this happen
@realradikaa (sic),” Varalaxmi
wrote. Varalaxmi Sarathkumar got engaged to
gallerist Nicholai Sachdev in March this year.
Back then, she took to her Instagram handle to
share their love-filled pictures from the
intimate engagement ceremony. “Engaged.
Love, laughter and happily ever after (with)
Nicholai Sachdev,” she wrote.
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