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Bring big-ticket items
mto the GST net

WHEN the Goods and Services Tax (GST) was
launched seven years ago, on July 1,2017, there
were many fears over its implementation. The
decision to go ahead with the launch was
considered reckless, given that the country was
barely recovering from the chaos of
demonetisation the year before. There were dire
predictions by economists and tax experts that
the tax would fail in its aim as the country was
not ‘ready’ for it. It was then Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley who took the call to introduce the
tax without any further delay. This proved to be
the wisest move, as it would have taken an
inordinately long time for the stakeholders in
the economy to be fully prepared for the
development.It must be recalled that the
concept of the one-point tax had already been
deliberated on for about 18 years. The idea of
replacing the innumerable indirect Central and
state taxes with a single levy had been mooted
way back in 1999 at the time of the Vajpayee
government. The proposal emanated from the
Vijay Kelkar task force, which recommended a
unified tax system to simplify compliance and
promote economic integration. There were also
studies showing that the countries that had
adopted this system benefited in terms of
improved efficiency and enhanced economic
growth.An empowered committee of state
Finance Ministers was set up in 2000, which
was headed by then West Bengal Finance
Minister Asim Dasgupta. This was the
forerunner of the present GST Council, which
represents all states to ensure that revenue
issues are considered by the Centre and the
states in a consensual manner. It was this
committee that prepared the first draft of the
Bill and carried out complex negotiations to
bring all states on board. The process took
nearly two decades, but there remained
hesitation over the launch even after broad
consensus was achieved in 2016.

One reason was the complexity brought into the
original concept of a single-point tax. This
stemmed from the states’ worries over losing
revenues from the existing taxes. The result was
a multi-layered system that is still in operation.
So, there is an integrated GST levied on the
inter-state movement of goods along with
Central, state and union territory GSTs. Plus,
there are four tax slabs, ranging from five to 28
per cent.Not only that, states insisted on
keeping the two biggest cash cows in revenue
terms out of the purview of the GST. That is,
petroleum and alcohol. The biggest concern at
the time of the launch was whether the states
would be able to manage with the resources
mobilised through the new indirect tax. All
these fears have now been shown to be
completely misplaced. In fact, revenue
mobilisation has soared far beyond
expectations. The latest data shows that GST
collections touched Rs 1.74 lakh crore in June,
compared to the average monthly inflow of
aboutRs 90,000 crore in the first year of its
implementation. In addition, a Reserve Bank of
India study has shown the states’ share of own
revenues has risen in the last two years
compared to the pre-GST era.This means that
the states may be able to manage without
relying further on the compensation mechanism
built into the GST framework at the outset. It
was initially meant to be for five years, but it has
now been extended as a result of Covid-19 till
2026. In case revenue buoyancy continues, it
may be possible to finally end this provision.

B Bangladesh’s Awami League no longer a party of the people

In which direction is the gender gap moving

SOME of Rahul Gandhi’s searing remarks aimed
at the Bharatiya Janata Party, made during his
maiden speech as the Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha, have been expunged.
Truth is truth, he retorted, ‘I said what I had to
say, that is the truth.” Animated speeches and
acrimonious exchanges are part and parcel of
parliamentary proceedings. A discernible
change in the inaugural session of the 18th Lok
Sabha is the Opposition’s new-found
confidence. Numerically strong after 10 years
and finally with an LoP, the leaders seem
determined to exhibit a sense of purpose and
make it a stage of equals. It’s too early to form
opinions, but the first few sittings have been a far
cry from the days when the Opposition voices
would get drowned in the cacophonic
domination of the Treasury Benches.In his
counterstrike, the Prime Minister said the Congress got
99 out of 543 seats, not out of 100, questioning its

Statistical forecasting is futile beyond a point

It is exceedingly challenging to forecast social shifts and technological advancements in the moderate-to-distant future.

EVERY year, on March 8, International Women's Day,

the world routinely recalls severe gender disparities in
societies. The prevailing gender gap is also under
scrutiny when the World Economic Forum (WEF)
releases its annual report on the Global Gender Gap
Index. A few days ago, the 2024 index was revealed.

The WEF calculates the index using predetermined

procedures pertaining to several facets of lifestyle as
well as a few preset measures. In 2006, the Gender Gap
Index encompassed 115 countries, representing over
90 per cent of the world's population. By 2024, the
index would have expanded to cover 146 countries.

How is such an index value read? For every given index,

a value of 'l' denotes the absence of any gender
difference in that regard, whereas a value of '0' denotes
the most extreme possible disparity. A higher value
corresponds to a smaller disparity. Notably, these
indices highlight the disparities in the achievements of
men and women in a given society, regardless of the
opportunities that society may present, rather than
the general level of economy, education, health or
political stability of the society. It is not always
true that indices representing highly developed
nations have larger values. For instance, the US
ranks 43rd, with an overall 74.7 per cent score of
gender difference. It is far lower than that of
countries like Namibia (80.5 per cent) and
Nicaragua (81.1 per cent).

worldwide? Of the sample of 146 countries
included in the 2024 report, 50.1 per cent reported
overall score rises, 6.1 per cent indicated no
change in score and the others reported score
decreases. Seven European economies are among
the top 10, along with New Zealand (ranked
fourth), Nicaragua (ranked sixth), and Namibia
(eighth). Importantly, no nation has yet attained
complete gender parity. Iceland has closed 93.4 per
cent of the gender gap, making it the country closest to
achieving gender parity. It's the only country to achieve
a score above 90 per cent. Eight more nations have
closed their gender gap by 80 per cent or more.How
about India? Well, we are approximately two-thirds of
the way towards closing the gender gap, with a 64.1 per
cent score in 2024. India is ranked 129th overall,
slightly behind where it was a year ago (127th).

Four pillars or dimensions are used to generate the Global

Gender Gap Index. They are: economic participation
and opportunity, educational attainment, health and
survival and political empowerment. India's scores

according to the other three indices are not great, even
if the country does pretty well in the political
empowerment criterion (65th rank), according to the
WEF report.But how efficient are those kinds of
specific measures? Well, any indicator pertaining to
inequality, hunger, democracy, etc. may inevitably give
rise to disputes and the accuracy of its particular
conclusions is frequently called into question.
Undoubtedly, there are a number of significant inherent
problems with most of these indices, including the
validity of the methodology and the nature and
accuracy of the data.For example, the Global Gender
Gap Report finds that 96 per cent of the gender gap in
global health and survival, 94.9 per cent of the gap in
educational attainment, 60.5 per cent of the gap in
economic participation and 22.5 per cent of the gender
gap in political empowerment have been closed. The
overall index is the weighted average of these four with
equal weights. These four pillars, together with their

sub-divisions, are undoubtedly not the optimal choices.

typically projects when it will be possible to eliminate
the gender gap worldwide. For instance, based on the
current progress rates, the estimated timeframe for
achieving full gender parity is 134 years, which
translates to around five generations beyond the 2030
Sustainable Develoment Goal (SDG) objective.

Well, how good is that prediction? I believe it to be, at the

very least, a misinterpretation of statistics. It should be
almost impossible to predict what will happen in 134
years based on data from 2006-2024! In 2018, the WEF
report predicted that the world would take another 108
years to close the overall gender gap across the 106
countries covered since 2006. We observe that the
anticipated time interval has grown by an additional 26
years after six years!Keep in mind that such statistical
forecasting makes sense within a reasonable limit
beyond the data range. Take an example from a
different scenario. As demonstrated by the 1986
catastrophe of the US space shuttle Challenger, which
broke apart 73 seconds into its launch and
killed all seven crew members aboard,
statistical forecasting is useless beyond a
certain point. The failure of the primary and
secondary redundant O-ring seals in a joint in
the shuttle's right solid rocket booster was
determined by retrospective investigations to
be the reason for the accident. The Rubber O-
rings' capacity to seal joints was diminished
due to stiffness caused by the record-low
temperature on the morning of the launch,
which was 31°F outside. For any of the 23
previous launches (prior to the Challenger
accident), 53°F was the lowest temperature
recorded. Thus, the Challenger was launched
at a temperature that was much outside of the
data range, a fully uncharted territory where
predictions could occasionally become
meaningless.

There may be other important aspects of lifestyle that In actuality, even for fiction writers, it is exceedingly

represent the gender gap, one may argue. And why are
the weights of these four pillars precisely equal, which
seems rather arbitrary?And what about the quality of
the data, which is gathered from many sources across
nations? How reliable and accurate is the data as it is
provided "as is, as available" and "without warranty of
any kind, either express or implied, including, without
limitation, warranties of merchantability, fitness for a
particular purpose and non-infringement," as
acknowledged by the WEF?The WEF report has a
humorous element, in my opinion, as well. The WEF

Making a mark

Rahul sets the tone for Opposition

aggressive mode in Parliament. To Rahul Gandhi’s
credit, he has set the tone for the Opposition. He and

challenging to forecast social shifts and technological
advancements in the moderate-to-distant future.
Furthermore, we must never forget that decision-
makers, extraordinary social reformers and other
stakeholders can always expedite this process in order
to attain gender equality ahead of schedule. None can
predict when a society will get a figure like Raja
Rammohan Roy or Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Kemal
Ataturk, Begum Rokeya or Jyotirao Phule, despite the
fact that the two halves of the sky differ greatly in
brightness and in nature across nations.

others in the INDIA bloc may well pat
themselves on the back for having made a
mark. An Opposition speaking truth to
power and picking up holes in policies
infuses much-needed vigour in the quest
for accountability in governance. A
caveat persists.

Facts are sacrosanct. Oppose, for sure, but
only when backed by evidence and
research, not hearsay. Else, the best of
presentations can get reduced to an
exercise in self-indulgence.Be strong, do
not fear — that’s been the recurring
theme in the Opposition ranks after the
energising election results. When any of
them has an iota of self-doubt, they must
always remember who they have in their
corner — the redoubtable, feisty Mahua

Moitra is a force to reckon with.

Money and muscle power have replaced people’s power in the AL’s operations. Except for a few at the top, party positions today are up for grabs by the rich and the corrupt.

THE history of the Awami League (AL) — which started
off as the Awami Muslim League (AML) —at 75 can be
encapsulated under three headings: the AL at birth, the
AL under Bangabandhu’s leadership and the AL with
Sheikh Hasina at the helm. From its birth in 1949 to our
liberation in 1971, the AL can be credited with being
either the author of or the main mover and participant in
all democratic and cultural movements working to
strengthen the demand for the rights of the Bangalees in
East Pakistan. No other party can claim to have
singularly represented all our democratic aspirations as
the AL during our days under Pakistan.

In the first phase, the two most important events that
brought the AML to the forefront were: the Language
Movement — which united the people of East Pakistan
and crystallised the efforts of the AML to become the
true voice of the people — and the 1954 provincial
election under the banner of the United Front (Jukta
Front), in which the AML was the biggest and most
active partner, getting 143 seats as the party and 228
seats as a part of the Jukta Front out of a total of 309
seats.The 1954 election proved that there was a far
deeper significance of the AML’s birth than many
people realised then and even now. It has not been
studied in depth, and its significance has not been fully
evaluated in subsequent research and books. It was the
beginning of the disillusionment with the ideology of
Pakistan; it was the start of questioning as to whether
religion could be the only foundation of a newly formed
state; it presented evidence that people lost confidence
in the founding party of Pakistan, the Muslim League,
which never recovered later, except under military
tutelage.Almost all leaders who formed the new party
were integral parts of the Pakistan movement. So, why
after succeeding to carve out Pakistan, would these
leaders and their followers move away from the party —
the Muslim League — that had founded the new
country?The answer is simple. With Pakistan’s birth, the

Muslim League suddenly revealed itself to be devoted
to serving the interest of the feudal landed gentry from
West Pakistan, especially that of Punjab. The so-called
Pakistani leadership was not concerned with its multiple
and varied linguistic and cultural heritage. Bangalees,
who constituted the majority of the new country’s
population, found their economic rights and
cultural heritage ignored and their language,
Bangla, denied the status of a state language. In
fact, the death of the new country was signalled
by the very man who founded it, Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, when he declared in
Dhaka, “Let there be no doubt that Urdu and
Urdu shall be the only national language of
Pakistan.” That was the beginning of the end of
Pakistan founded in 1947.1t was under
Bangabandhu’s stewardship that the AL
expanded its appeal to the masses. His Six-
Point Programme galvanised the people as
never before and hardened their resolve to fight
for their rights. Those of us, as student activists,
who were witness to his meteoric rise, who had
the privilege to hear his mesmerising speeches
and saw firsthand how he unified the
Bangalees, felt in our hearts that finally we had
a leader who could realise the dream of our
freedom.

The victory in the 1970 general election, under

Bangabandhu’s leadership, was the AL’s biggest, most
sweeping and politically critical achievement in that
period. It was the precursor to our Liberation War. That
electoral victory gave the AL the legal, moral and
political right to speak on behalf of the people of East
Pakistan and declare independence and start the armed
struggle when genocide was imposed on our unarmed
people. The AL’s leadership, the role of the Mujibnagar
government and especially that of war-time PM
Tajuddin Ahmad were remarkable.Bangabandhu’s

brutal killing, along with all members of his immediate
family, save the two daughters — our current PM and
her sister —was the most tragic event that could have
befallen us.Of the AL’s 75 years of existence, the last 43
have been under Sheikh Hasina’s leadership. Since her

two radically different pictures. The AL that began as
the voice of the people has now ended up being that of an
individual. From the smallest to the most significant
policy decisions, they are no longer the result of debates
within its ranks, but personal choices of the leadership.

return from exile in India in 1981, she has rebuilt the AL  Elections, a crucial measure of judging how a political

g

after it suffered from deep existential crises following
the murder of Bangabandhu. She has not only
successfully re-organised and re-energised the party but
also brought it to power in 1996, after 21 years of being
in the Opposition. She returned to power in 2008 and has
continued till date.

During her last 15 years of rule, she brought about
remarkable advancement in the country’s economic
field. However, her grand success came with some very
damaging costs. A party in Opposition and the same
party in power, especially when the stay is long, present

party is faring in the public eye, is no
longer valid in Bangladesh. It has lost
its fundamental ability to elect genuine
representatives of the people, due to
both the ruling party's grip on all state
institutions that guarantee free polls
and the Opposition’s unthinking
boycott of elections.As the AL
celebrates 75 years of its existence,
there are many reasons for it to be
proud. But there is an equal number of
reasons for it to be deeply concerned.
Money and muscle power have
replaced people’s power in the day-to-
day operation of this party. Except for a
few at the top, party positions today are
up for grabs by the rich and the corrupt.
The victory of a large number of the
AL’s own ‘disobeying’ candidates in
the last election stands as proof of how
corrupt the original selection process
was.The party today is its own judge
and jury. Itis a typical example of a political party living
in its own bubble. And since it has monopoly control on
all the levers of power, the bubble, as fragile as it is, can
also be dangerous. This is so because the reality
presented by the bubble can form the basis of decisions
that can fatally harm us all. The handling of the issues of
corruption, money-laundering, misuse of power, and,
especially, that of defaulted loans and the treatment
meted out to wilful defaulters cannot be but the results of
living ina bubble.
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Gold, silver price : Yellow
metal trades higher, silver
records dip on MCX

New Delhi. Precious metals showed mixed trends in the
Indian markets today. Gold is trading on the higher side
of the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) while silver
prices have recorded a dip on Thursday, July 4.

Gold futures, maturing on August 5, 2024, stood at Rs
72,474 per 10 grams, after recording a marginal hike of
Rs 71 or 0.10 per cent. The previous close was recorded
at Rs 72,403.Meanwhile, silver futures, due on
September 5, 2024, witnessed a dip of Rs 186 or 0.20 per
cent and were retailing at Rs 91,835 per kg on the MCX
against the previous close of Rs 92,021.The price of
gold varies for different regions in the country based on
certain parameters such as the excise duty, making
charges and the state taxes.

Earlier this year, the Union
Cabinet approved the Rs
10,000 crore India Al Mission

ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections.

NEW DELHI. After facing setbacks in the general
elections, the Narendra Modi-led government doesn’t
want to give an impression to the public that it is
collecting high taxes by way of indirect taxes,
government sources told TNIE after the Centre didn’t
release official figures of monthly collection of goods
and services tax (GST).

As per them, the Centre wouldn’t be issuing official
numbers for the month of July also. Notably, the GST
revenue has been lower than April’s record high
numbers of Rs 2.10 lakh crore in May and June.

“After setbacks in general elections, there is a fear in the
government that higher GST revenue could give a false
impression to the common man that despite higher
revenue, there has not been enough employment
generation in the economy. This could rub people off
amid strong opposition and coalition government,” one
of the sources said.

He said despite robust GST collection, there has been a
delay in disbursing payments to the states due to which
their day-to-day functioning has suffered. Many states
including Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and kerala time and
again have raked up this issue of delayed payments.

However, when this newspaper reached out to another
government official, he countered the opinion about the
perception that the government has any fears about its
image. “Had there been any fears, the government
wouldn’t have released GST revenue earlier. Also, there
has not been any increase in tax rates. In fact, the rates
have been reduced from 28% to 18% which included
items like furniture, cosmetics, white goods etc,” he
added.“Also, the tax threshold has been raised to Rs 40
lakh from Rs 5 to Rs 10 lakh under VAT. Under service
tax also, it was less. Only excise duty had a higher
threshold,” he stated. However, the official failed to
give any explanation for not releasing official figures.

“It has been decided that for July, there won’t be any
official release of GST figures. I can’t comment for later
months,” he said. As per experts, there has been a rise in
compliance due to the structure of GST where buyers
have to ensure that vendors have paid taxes. E-
invoicing and digitisation have given further boost to
the GST collection.

Air India cancels Newark-
Delhi flight to ferry cricketers

NEW DELHI. To bring back the T20 World Cup-
winning Indian cricket team who were stranded in the
Caribbean islands for the past three days due to
Hurricane Beryl, Air India is accused of causing
inconvenience to passengers by cancelling its
scheduled Newark-Delhi flight on Tuesday and
converting it to a chartered flight to bring the cricketers
home.

Air India is said to have carried out the whole exercise
after a request was made by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI). Jay Shah, son of India’s Home
Minister Amit Shah, is the secretary of BCCIL.

The special Air India flight AIC24WC (Air India
Champions 24 World Cup), which is carrying the
players, support staff and journalists, is scheduled to
land in New Delhi on Thursday morning. According to
reports, the team will head straight to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at his residence in Lok Kalyan

Marg. There is also a grand celebration planned in
Mumbai later in the day.

A query sent to Air India on the matter remained
unanswered. Meanwhile, India’s aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
sought a report from Air India on the whole
development.

An Air India official told PTI that passengers were not
inconvenienced by the deployment of the Boeing 777
aircraft to Barbados. Most of the passengers who had
booked tickets for the Newark to Delhi flight on July 2
were informed in advance.

Govt to acquire 10K GPUs in next two-
three months for coun’rry s Al Mission

Earlier this year, the Union
Cabinet approved the Rs
10,000 crore India Al Mission

ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections.

NEW DELHI. The government is set to
acquire 10,000 GPUs (graphics
processing units) in the next two to three
months through a public-private
partnership as part of its India Al Mission,
said Minister of Electronics and
Information Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Wednesday.

Speaking at the Global India AT Summit in
Delhi, Vaishnaw also outlined plans for
developing artificial intelligence (AI)
accessible to all, modelled after the

successful Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI).“We will be
investing in an Al computing
infrastructure of 10,000 or more
GPUs. Again, it will be an approach of
public-private partnership, so that the |
efficiencies of industry can be
harnessed for this bigger cause. We’ll
be creating Al innovation centers,”
said Vaishnaw.

Earlier this year, the Union Cabinet
approved the Rs 10,000 crore India Al
Mission ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections. Vaishnaw emphasised that
India’s approach to AI will mirror its
successful Digital Public Infrastructure
model. While talking about the digital
public infrastructure (DPI), the minister
mentioned that DPI is a classic case
where no single payment provider, and no
single service provider has a monopoly

invests in the platform and everybody
becomes a part of that and the same
approach we are going to adopt in Al

also,” said Vaishnaw.Vaishnaw also
mentioned that the government is also
coming up with regulation and legislation
for artificial intelligence. He said
regulation for AI will need global
coordination between like-minded

attending the Global Al Summit will
deliberate on various aspects of Al
regulation over the next two days,
Vaishnaw said. “In India, we have
understood that for many of the
problems we face, Al can be a very big
tool to solve problems.
Simultaneously, we need to contain
the risks,” said Vaishnaw.

The event saw the participation of
Global Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence (GPAI) experts,
delegates, industry and startup

veterans, Al practitioners, academicians,
students, and officials from Central and

State Governments. Jitin Prasada,

Minister of State for Electronic and
InformationTechnology, mentioned that
India stands ready at the forefront of
global Al innovation.Our commitment is
to promote an inclusive and robust Al

over the service.

“The government

Sensex, Nifty at record high. Which stocks
should be on your shopplng list?

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market N&
indices have been on a strong
upward trend since the sharp
decline following the Lok Sabha
election results.The S&P BSE
Sensex has surpassed the 80,000
mark, and the Nifty50 is rapidly
approaching 25,000. Many market
experts believe that these indices
could see significant gains this
year.With the benchmark indices
hitting lifetime highs every day, one
question is on most investors'
minds: What stocks to invest in to
cash in on the fantastic Dalal Street
rally?Dr. V. K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, noted that the
market's bullish momentum is likely to
outweigh concerns about high
valuations in the near
term. Vijayakumar pointed out that the
current rally is being driven by private
large-cap banking stocks, which still

have fair valuations despite recent
gains.

He said the market will soon start reacting

to Q1 results, which are expected to
start coming in next week. "Financials
are set to post good numbers. Credit
growth of Bajaj Finance is excellent,
and this bodes well for the stock," he
added.Trivesh D, COO of Tradejini,

also mentioned that the
Sensex could reach another
milestone before the Union
Budget."Today, the market
reaching 80,000 is a sign of
the strong momentum we
have been seeing. This
growth, even with valuation
concerns, reflects a bullish
market outlook," he said.He
also recommended large-
cap stocks, citing their
strong fundamentals.It is worth noting
that most market experts prefer the
valuations of large-cap stocks
compared to mid-and small-cap stocks.
However, they advise investors to align
their trades with the upcoming Ql
results, focusing on companies
delivering strong profits.

VOC Port signs pact with JSW Tuticorin
terminal for handling dry bulk cargo

NEW DELHI. In a bid to cater to vessels
carrying larger cargoes, VOC Port
Authority has signed a concession
agreement with JSW Tuticorin
Multipurpose Terminal Private
Limited for mechanisation of north
cargo Berth-IIT (NCB-III) of VOC Port
for handling dry bulk cargo on Design
Build Finance Operate and Transfer
(DBFOT) basis for 30 years at an
estimated cost of Rs 265 crore.

The concession agreement was signed
between Susanta Kumar Purohit,
Chairperson, VOC Port and Lalit
Singhvi, Director and Chief Financial
Officer, JSW Tuticorin Multipurpose
Terminal Private Limited, on Tuesday.

Purohit said the bulk terminal with a
length of 306 metres and a draft of
14.20 metres would be able to cater to
Post-Panamax size vessels with DWT
of 80,000 tonne, thereby, facilitating
importers to reap the benefit of

attract more investments and pave the
way for the economic development of
the region, creating direct and indirect
employment opportunities for nearly
500 people.

economics of scale.The proposed dry JSW will mechanise the NCB-III by

bulk terminal will handle cargos such
as coal, limestone, gypsum, and rock
phosphate. This project is expected to

installing cargo handling equipment
such as shore unloaders, and conveyors
and develop the stack yard with a

boundary wall, road, and stacker to
enable the successful operation of the
terminal for 30 years. The project is
expected to be completed by December
2026.The agreement is being signed in
the wake of Rs 7,056 crore Outer
Harbour Container Terminal project
which was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

countries, Vaishnaw, and the countries

ecosystem.

Koo closure a cautionary
tale for ambitious start-ups

BENGALURU. When Mayank Bidawatka and
Aprameya Radhakrishna founded Koo in 2020,
they were confident that the microblogging
platform would become an alternative to
Twitter globally. But since the beginning of this
year, Koo started struggling and they were even
unable to pay
salaries to ¥
employees. The co-
founders were
hopeful that they
would get funding
but considering the
harsh funding
environment, the
yellow bird on '
Wednesday ended B O
up saying goodbye.

Koo’s demise can
serve as a cautionary tale for ambitious Indian
start-ups, Somdutta Singh, Serial Entrepreneur,
founder and CEO Assiduus, told TNIE that
they did have a shot at dethroning a goliath;
they boasted of superior tech and a user-centric
approach. But blind spots and a harsh funding
climate went against their chances of survival.

A former employee, associated with Koo since its
beginning, said things went wrong due to a
prolonged funding winter. “I have an emotional
connection with Koo but as co-founders
highlighted social media is the toughest one to
build,” the former employee said. Koo’s last
funding round was in June 2022 and it raised
$11.8 million in Series B. Its total funding
stood at $66.4 million and its investors include
Accel, Tiger Global Management and Kalaari
Capital, among others.A year ago, Bidawatka
had told TNIE that given the changes
happening at the international level in the
social media landscape, “we feel there is a good
opportunity for us to make Koo available to the
larger English-speaking audience as well.”At
its peak, Koo saw 2.1 million daily active users
and about 10 million monthly active users.
Firstly, Koo underestimated the power of
incumbency, said Singh. “Twitter might have
‘wild’ user-generated content, but it also has a
critical mass of users and established network
effects. To be honest, people go where the
people are.

Focusing solely on tech edge wasn’t enough to
lure users away,” she said. Secondly, Koo’s
“build it and they will come” strategy proved
naive. Thirdly, their funding woes highlight the
double-edged sword that VC funding is all
about.

Domesticfunds drive up markets; FPls exit

Aided by huge inflows into

equity schemes, mutual

funds bought stocks worth Rs

2,40,000 crore since January

this year, neutralising the FPI

selling in the market.

Mumbai The main drivers of the sustained
bull rally in the markets were the
domestic institutional investors (DIIs),
including mutual funds, insurance
companies and other financial
institutions. However, foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) were not showing the
same enthusiasm and remained sellers in
the cash market during most of the
sessions since December 2023 when the
Sensex hit the 70,000 level for the first
time.

Aided by huge inflows into equity schemes,
mutual funds bought stocks worth Rs
2,40,000 crore since January this year,
neutralising the FPI selling in the market.
On the other hand, FPIs pulled out Rs
1,21,000 crore from the Indian stock

market — excluding investments in the
initial public offerings (IPOs) — in the
last six months, according to exchange
data. Domestic funds bought stocks
worth Rs 1,55,000 crore from March to
May this year ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections. FPI sell-off was more
pronounced in May when they
withdrew Rs 42,214 crore from the
cash market before the
announcement of the election
results.After showing volatile
movements, especially in the first
week of June when the election
results were in focus, the Sensex
has gained over 10,000 points
(between December 11, 2023, and
July 3, 2024) largely by domestic |

fund buying.Net inflows into |
equity mutual funds have been
showing a good growth month after
month. Inflows grew 83 per cent month-
on-month in May. “This money is now
being deployed in the stock market,
taking the indices to new peak. Mutual
funds went on a buying spree, sending the

new premium income in FY2024 also
invested a significant portion of this
money in stocks during the last six
months.The FPI strategy during most of
recent months was to sell India which is
expensive and buy China which is very
cheap mainly through Hong Kong. “The

PE ratio in India is more than double the
PE ratio in Hong Kong. So long as this
‘Sell India, Buy China’ trade sustains, FPI

selling will weigh on the markets,” said

an investment analyst.

indices to new peaks. Some small and Market Outlook . .
mic-cap stocks witnessed froth as a result Although the participants remain cautious

of the DII buying spree,” said a market
source. Insurance companies led by LIC
which mobilised Rs 3,70,543 crore as

of'the high valuations, they do not want to
miss out on the opportunity, Deepak
Jasani, Head of Retail Research, HDFC

Securities said. The near-term triggers of
the forthcoming Union Budget and the
FY25 first quarter results have provided
the opportunity to the participants to build
positions ahead of them.India is one of the
few large markets that offer visible
growth at a good pace over the next few
years unaffected mostly by
global developments. A decent
monsoon in terms of spread and
intensity could improve the
prospects of growth even
further while bringing down
inflation, he said.Aided by
gains in manufacturing and
services sectors, business
activity in the country got
further strengthened in June
with the pace of job creation
fastest in over 18 years,
according to HSBC purchasing
managers’ index (PMI) survey released
last week.Markets are also expecting
retail inflation to ease in the coming
months which is likely to prompt the
Reserve Bank of India to consider a rate
ut. “A rate cut by the US Fed over the
next few months could make equity as an
asset class even more attractive,
benefitting Indian equities by way of
more inflows,” Jasani said.
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Supreme Court Petition Seeks Audit Of
All Bridges In Bihar After 9 Collapses

The petitioner
and advocate
Brajesh Singh,
on Wednesday,
urged the top
court to issue
directions to the

Bihar
Government to
conduct the
audit.

New Delhi: A petition has been moved in the
Supreme Court seeking to issue direction to
the Bihar Government to conduct the highest
level structural audit of all existing and
under construction bridges in the state and to
demolish or retrofit weak structure
depending of feasibility in the wake of
bridge collapses in the state.

The petitioner and advocate Brajesh Singh, on
Wednesday, urged the top court to issue
directions to the Bihar Government to
conduct the audit.

The petitioner said that the instant issue of
bridge collapses in Bihar requires an urgent
consideration of the top court as within two
years, three major under-construction
bridges and other several incidents of the
collapse of the large, medium and small
bridges happened.

He said that in the said unfortunate man-made
incidents some people succumbed and
others were injured adding that in the future
other incidents may also happen due to the

gross negligence of the government and the
corrupt nexus of the contractors and
concerned agencies."It is a matter of grave
concern that in a state like Bihar, which is the
most flood-prone state of India, the total
flood-affected area in the state is 68,800 sq.
km which is 73.06 per cent of the total
geographical area.

Hence such routine accrual of the incident of
falling bridges in Bihar is more disastrous as
the lives of people at large are at stake.
Therefore the urgent intervention of this

Hon'ble Court is required to save the lives of
people, as the under-construction bridges
before its accomplishment collapsed
routinely," the petitioner said

The petitioner has also sought appropriate
direction specifically from the State of Bihar
for making proper policy or mechanism for
real-time monitoring of the bridges
constructed, old and under construction
concerning the bridges falling exclusively
under the domain of the respondent, the state
of Bihar on the same analogy as developed

Roiled by violence, Manipur
seeks funds for 5,000 houses
under PMAY, more allocation
for security in Union Budget

New Delhi: Ahead of the presentation of the Union
Budget, the Manipur government has approached the
Centre with a wishlist that includes demand for
additional funds over and above the 10% usually
earmarked from gross budgetary support for North-East
states, financial support for 5,000 units of housing for
violence-affected victims as a special project under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), and enhanced
allocation for security-related expenditure, which has
increased significantly in the wake of the ethnic
violence.Sources told The Indian Express that these
issues were flagged to the Finance Ministry during the
pre-Budget meeting between the states and the Centre. It
is learned that the reconstruction of infrastructure,
especially houses damaged in the violence, is among the
state’s major demands, with Manipur pressing for it as a
special project under the PMAY. The state is also in
touch with the Home Ministry for this and has sought
“sufficient funds” in the Union Budget to address this
need.Other demands made by Manipur include
enhancing the upper limit of professional tax from Rs
2,500 per annum to Rs 50,000 per annum, and
continuation of the Scheme for Special.

Short-Term Exposure To Air
Pollution Kills 33,000 Indians
Annually: Report

New Delhi: Nearly 33,000 deaths in 10 cities in India
every year can be attributed to air pollution levels that
are below India's national clean air threshold. The
report has been published in Lancet Planetary Health.

India's clean air norms are presently well above the
World Health Organisation guideline of 15
micrograms in every cubic meter of air. The report
makes the point that India must drastically reduce its
clean air norms to at least match WHO guidelines to
protect citizens from the dangers of polluted air.The
authors used data on PM2.5 exposure in the 10 cities
and the daily counts of mortality between 2008 and
2019.

Even levels of air pollution below current Indian air
quality standards lead to increased daily mortality
rates in the country, the study found."Across 10 cities
in the country - Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbai, Pune, Shimla,
and Varanasi, around 33,000 deaths per year can be
attributed to air pollution levels that are above the
WHO guidelines." A significant number of deaths were
observed even in cities not considered to have high air
pollution, such as Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata, and
Chennai," it said, adding, "India's national air quality
standards should be made more stringent, an efforts to
control air pollution redoubled."Between 2008 and
2019, 7.2% of all deaths (approximately 33,000 each
year) across all 10 of these cities could be linked to
short-term PM2.5 exposure that was higher than the
WHO guideline value of 15 micrograms in every cubic
meter of air, the study found.

"Every 10 micrograms in every cubic meter of air
increase in short-term PM2.5 exposure was associated
with a 1.42% increase in daily deaths. This estimate
nearly doubled to 3.57% when we used a causal
modelling approach that isolates the impact of local
sources of air pollution," the release said.Delhi
recorded the highest number of air pollution-related
deaths in the study period - a staggering 11.5% i.e.
12,000 deaths each year. "The deaths were attributable
to short-term PM.5 exposure higher than the WHO
guideline value," the study showed."Every 10
micrograms per cubic meter of air increase in short-
term PM.s exposure was associated with a 0.31%
increase in daily deaths."

Varanasi logged the second highest number of deaths
during the period - 10.2% or around 830 deaths a year,
attributable to short-term PM2.5 exposure higher than
the WHO guideline value. Every 10 micrograms per
cubic meter of air increase in short-term PM.s
exposure was associated witha 1.17% increase in daily
deaths, the study showed.

by the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways, Government of India, vide dated
March 4, 2024, for the preservation of
National Highways and Centrally
Sponsored Schemes and it was issued as a
mandatory Guidelines vide, subjected,
identification and implementation of real-
time Health Monitoring of bridges using
sensors to the states including the
respondent."The petitioner has also sought
to issue direction to respondents specifically
Bihar for making an efficient permanent
body through legislation or executive order,
comprising high-level experts from the
concerned field for continuous monitoring
of all the existing and under-construction
bridges in Bihar and also for maintaining the
comprehensive database on the health of all
existing bridges in the state.The Public
Interest Litigation has highlighted various
bridge collapses mostly river bridges in
Araria, Siwan, Madhubani, and Kishanganj
districts among others in Bihar.

Hathras video shows huge crowd, Baba's  Officials Visit Fozconn
guards ask people not to record event

New Delhi: A video has emerged of the
tragic Hathras religious gathering
(satsang) showing the private
security guards of godman Narayan
Sakaar Hari or 'Bhole Baba' asking
people and passers-by to stop
recording videos of the event on their
phones.A couple of videos have
emerged showing people travelling
in a bus recording the massive crowd
at the satsang venue near Phulhari
village in Uttar Pradesh.As the bus
passes the venue, one of the security
guards of the godman is seen asking
the passenger to switch off his phone
and stop recording videos.

Hours later, a stampede at the venue
would go on to kill over 120 people
and leave several others injured.As
per the FIR filed by the police, more

Rain likely to continue in Delhi-NCR, no
relief in flood-hit Assam, Manipur

New Delhi:Delhi and neighbouring

areas, which received rainfall on

Thursday morning, are expected to
receive more showers in the coming
24 hours, according to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).
Rain is likely to continue in many
parts of the north Indian states as
floods battered lives in northeastern
states.As per the latest forecast by the
weather department, the national
capital, along with Noida,
Ghaziabad, Faridabad and Gurgaon,
is likely to witness thunderstorms
and lightning. The sky is expected to
remain cloudy.

Delhi gauged 9 mm of rainfall in 24
hours till Thursday morning, and the
minimum temperature settled at 24.8
degrees Celsius, three notches below
the season's average. The maximum
temperature is likely to settle around

than 2.50 lakh people attended the
religious congregation even though
the administration had given
permission for 80,000 people for the
event.

The FIR further alleged that the satsang
organisers tried to hide the actual
number of people at the event by
concealing evidence and throwing
slippers and other belongings of the
followers of the godman in nearby
fields.Meanwhile, a preliminary
report by Hathras Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) Sikandra Rao said
the followers rushed to have a
glimpse of the godman as he was
leaving the venue, and they were
pushed by the security guards,
possibly leading to the stampede.The
report said as the godman was

34 degrees Celsius.

The Air Quality Index (AQI) of the
national capital has improved to the
"satisfactory" category with a
reading of 78 at 9 am, according to
the Central Pollution Control Board.

Heavy rainfall is expected in several
north Indian states.Heavy to very
heavy rainfall is likely at isolated
places over Haryana, Chandigarh and
Uttar Pradesh, and heavy downpour

! ’l\ winds of 30-40 km/hour speed

iPhone Plant, Question

Executives About Hiring

leaving the venue, his followers New Delhi: The labour officials visited a Foxconn

started running towards him for
"darshan" and to collect soil from
around his feet."To prevent the
crowd from reaching the godman, his
private security and 'Sevadar' pushed
some people and they fell down. The
crowd went out of control and
panicked," the SDM's letter tothe
district magistrate said.

"To get relief from this, people rushed
towards the open field nearby where
multiple people slipped on a slope
and the people started running over
them," the letter further
stated.'Mukhya sevadar' Dev
Prakash Madhukar and other
organisers have been named as the
accused in the FIR. However, Bhole
Baba's name is not in the list.

factory this week and questioned executives about
the company's hiring practices, an official said,
after Reuters reported that the major Apple supplier
has been rejecting married women from iPhone
assembly jobs.A five-member team of the federal
government's regional labour department visited
the Foxconn factory near Chennai, on July 1 and
spoke to company directors and human resources
officials, A. Narasaiah, the regional labour
commissioner, told Reuters by telephone on
Wednesday.Foxconn did not immediately respond
to a request for comment, while Apple did not
address questions from Reuters about the visit.

The inquiries come after the government asked state
officials and the office of the federal government's
Regional Chief Labour Commissioner last week to
provide detailed reports on the matter, following
Reuters' investigation into hiring practices at the
manufacturing facility."We are collecting
information, and have asked the company to

submit documents like company policies,

at isolated places over Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, and east
Rajasthan in the next 24 hours,
the IMD said.Heavy to very
heavy rain is expected at isolated
places over Uttarakhand as
well.In the northwestern part of
the country, thunderstorms and
lightning accompanied by gusty

are expected over west
Rajasthan, according to the IMD
forecast.
FLOODS KILL MANY IN
NORTHEAST
Several northeastern states are facing
rain fury, with Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh being the worst hit with
severe floods. As per the latest count,
at least 46 people were killed in
Assam, with more than 1.6 million
people affected by the deluge.

recruitment policies" as well as evidence of
compliance with labour laws and information on
maternity and retirement benefits, Mr Narasaiah
said. "They told us they are not discriminating."

Mr Narasaiah said Foxconn told the labour officials
the factory employs 41,281 people, including
33,360 women. Of these women, some 2,750, or
about 8%, were married, he said, citing Foxconn's
submission.

Foxconn did not break down the staffing figures into
specific areas such as iPhone assembly, where
Reuters reported the discrimination was taking
place, Mr Narasaiah said. He added that the labour
inspectors interviewed 40 married women inside
the plant, who raised no concerns about
discrimination.Mr Narasaiah said he currently has
no plan to question Foxconn's third-party hiring
agents, who scout for candidates and bring them to
the plant for interviews.

A Reuters investigation published last week found
Foxconn systematically excluded married women
from assembly jobs at its main Indian iPhone plant
on the grounds they have more family
responsibilities than their unmarried counterparts.
Foxconn HR sources and third-party hiring agents
cited family duties, pregnancy and higher
absenteeism as reasons for not hiring married
women.

The reporting also found that Taiwan-based Foxconn
relaxes the practice of not hiring married women
during high-production periods.

Court Upholds Cop's Life Term For
Killing Wife's 'Lover' At Police Station

police station more than two decades

According to the

prosecution, the victim 4

ago as he was irked over the victim's
alleged illicit relations with his wife.
bench comprising Justices Sudhanshu

was in an illicit
relationship with the
convict's wife and on
June 30, 2002, had
gone to the Mayur
Vihar police station

where the convict was

Dhulia and Rajesh Bindal trashed the
plea of convict Surender Singh that the
victim had come to kill him and the
offence was committed in self-defence
and hence, cannot be termed murder
under the Indian Penal Code (IPC)."On
every possible count, the case is nothing

but a case of murder. The nature of the :

weapon used, the number of gunshots
fired at the deceased, the part of the body
where the gunshots were fired -- all point
towards the fact that the appellant was
determined to kill the deceased.

posted.

New Delhi: Terming the offence "brazen",
the Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld
the conviction and life imprisonment of a
constable who shot dead his brother-in-

Ultimately, he achieved his task and
made sure that the deceased was dead.
By no stretch of logic is it a case of any
lesser magnitude and definitely not
culpable homicide not amounting to
murder," Justice Dhulia said in the 23-
page judgment.

law with his service weapon inside a The top court refused to interfere with the

5

judgments of the trial court and the Delhi
High Court and vacated an interim order
granting bail to the convict. "The facts of
the case would reveal that the present
case is of a brazen murder, committed
inside a police station in Delhi,"

said"Accordingly, this appeal

dismissed. The interim order dated April
2, 2012 granting bail to the appellant
hereby stands vacated and the appellant is
hereby directed to surrender before the
trial court within four weeks from today.

A copy of this judgment shall be sent to
the trial court to ensure that the appellant
surrenders and undergoes the remaining
part ofhis sentence," the judgment said.
The victim was married to the convict's
first cousin and was also his neighbour,
the prosecution told the court.According
to the prosecution, the victim was in an
illicit relationship with the convict's wife
and on June 30, 2002, had gone to the
Mayur Vihar police station where the
convict was posted.The victim and the
convict were last seen together in a
conversation with each other inside the
police station, minutes before witnesses -
- other police personnel -- saw the convict
kill the victim with his official 9-mm
carbine.
it The convict contended that he committed
the crime in self-defence and, in the
alternative, if self-defence is not accepted
by the court, then it was a case of grave
and sudden provocation at best, which led
to the victim's death at the hands of the
appellant.

is
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Former Pakistan senator, 3 others
killed in bomb blast during bypoll
campaign

Peshawar. A former Senator and three others were
assassinated in a car bomb blast triggered through a
remote-control device in restive northwest Pakistan
on Wednesday, police said.Hidayat Ullah was in the
Damadola area of Mamond Bajaur tribal district
bordering Afghanistan in connection with a by-
election campaign for his nephew Najeeb Ullah Khan
when the blast occurred.

The by-election for PK 22 Provincial Assembly
Constituency is due on July 12.Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province Ali Amin Gandapur and Chief
Secretary Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry both have
condemned the blast.“The blast is a condemnable act
which can not deter the resolve of the government and
the people against terrorism," Chaudhry said.

Chief Minister Gandapur sought a detailed report from
the provincial police chief covering all aspects of the
incident.President Asif Ali Zardari too strongly
condemned the terrorist incident and mourned for the
deaths of the ex-senator and other persons in the
Bajaur bomb blast.Ullah was elected as an
independent senator twice — from 2012 to 2018 and
2018 to 2024 — besides serving as the Upper House's
Standing Committee for Aviation's chairman and a
member of the National Counter-Terrorism Authority
(NACTA), newspaper The News International said.

Hurricane Beryl strikes Jamaica with
intense winds and heavy rainfall

world. Hurricane Beryl, a powerful Category 4 storm,
swept past Jamaica late on Wednesday, bringing
intense winds and heavy rainfall. The storm had
previously caused significant damage and claimed at
least seven lives in the southeastern Caribbean.

According to the US National Hurricane Center,
Beryl's eyewall was "brushing the south coast of
Jamaica." The island experienced hours of wind-
driven rain as residents followed the authorities'
advice to seek shelter until the storm passed. Much
of Jamaica's capital, Kingston, experienced power

outages.

Prime Minister Andrew Holness said that nearly 500
people had been moved to shelters by Wednesday
afternoon. He acknowledged that Jamaica had not
yet experienced the "worst of what could possibly
happen," stating, "We can do as much as we can do,
as humanly possible, and we leave the rest in the
hands of God."he government's information service
reported that several roadways in the country's
interior settlements were affected by fallen trees and
utility poles, while some northern co

Prior to Beryl's arrival in Kingston, residents had taken
precautions such as boarding up windows,
fishermen had pulled their boats out of the water, and
workers had dismantled roadside advertising boards
to protect them from the strong winds.

Thousands evacuate as Northern
California wildfire spreads, with
more hot weather expected

OROVILLE. Firefighters lined roads to keep flames
from reaching homes as helicopters dropped water on a
growing wildfire Wednesday in Northern California
that has forced at least 26,000 people to evacuate, as the
state sweltered under extreme heat.

The Thompson fire broke out before noon Tuesday about
70 miles (110 kilometres) north of Sacramento, near the
city of Oroville in Butte County. It sent up a huge plume
of smoke that could be seen from space as it grew to
more than 5.5 square miles (14 square kilometres).
There was no containment.But Oroville Mayor David
Pittman said by Wednesday afternoon there had been a
“significant drop in the fire activity,” and he was
hopeful that some residents could soon be allowed to
return home. The fire's progress was stopped along the
southern edge and firefighters working in steep terrain
were trying to build containment lines on the northern
side."On that north side they have some real struggles in
terms of the topography," Pittman said.Meanwhile,
another fire broke out Wednesday afternoon about 5
miles (8 kilometres) south of Oroville, prompting new
evacuations near the town of Palermo. That blaze,
dubbed the Grubbs Fire, also had no containment.More
than a dozen other blazes, most of them small, were
active across the state, according to the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, or Cal Fire.
A fire Wednesday afternoon briefly prompted
evacuations in heavily populated Simi Valley, about 40
miles (65 kilometres) northwest of downtown Los
Angeles.The state's largest blaze, the Basin Fire,
covered nearly 22 square miles (57 square kilometers)
of the Sierra National Forest in eastern Fresno County
and was 26 per cent contained.In Oroville, a state of
emergency was declared Tuesday night and evacuation
centers were set up. The evacuation zone expanded
Wednesday into foothills and rural areas beyond the city
that's home to about 20,000 people. With July Fourth in
mind, authorities also warned that fireworks are banned
in many places, including most of Butte County.There
was no immediate official report on property losses. An
Associated Press photographer saw fire burn three
adjacent suburban-style homes in Oroville.The fire
ignited sprigs of grass poking from the concrete edges
of Lake Oroville as gusty winds whipped up American
flags lining a bend of the state's second largest reservoir
and the nation's tallest damResidents stood on hillsides
in the night, watching the orange glow, as aircraft made
water drops to keep the fire from spreading. A crew of
more than a dozen firefighters saved one home as goats
and other farm animals ran to find safety.
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9 dead after Hurricane Beryl strikes
Jamaica, 500 shifted to safe places

At least 9 people have died as
Hurricane Beryl churned
menacingly over Jamaica on
Wednesday afternoon. The
hurricane, which has put under
category 4, has also led to 500
people shifting to safe places.

Kingston Hurricane Beryl churned
menacingly over Jamaica on Wednesday
afternoon, after uprooting trees, ripping
offroofs and destroying farms as it forged
a destructive, water-soaked path across
smaller Caribbean islands over the past
couple of days.The death toll from the
powerful Category 4 hurricane rose to at
least nine, but it is widely expected to rise
as communications come back online
across drenched islands damaged by
flooding and deadly winds.In Jamaica,
the storm hit the island's southern coast on
Wednesday afternoon, pummeling

communities with intense wind and rain |
as emergency groups evacuated people

living in flood-prone communities."It's
terrible. Everything's gone. I'm in my
house and scared," said Amoy Wellington,
a 5l-year-old cashier who lives in Top
Hill, a rural farming community in
Jamaica's southern St. Elizabeth parish.
"It's a disaster."Almost 500 Jamaicans
were in shelters by Wednesday afternoon,
Prime Minister Andrew Holness told
reporters, urging people in high-risk areas
to move."We have not seen the worst of
what could happen," Holness said. "We
can do as much as we can do, as (is)
humanly possible, and we leave the rest in
the hands of God."The airports in the
Jamaican capital, Kingston, and tourist-
popular Montego Bay were closed
throughout the day.The loss of life and
damage wrought by Beryl underscores
the consequences of a warmer Atlantic
Ocean, which scientists cite as a telltale
sign of human-caused climate change
fueling extreme weather that differs from
past experience.Ralph Gonsalves, prime
minister of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, one of the hardest-hit areas in
the eastern Caribbean, said in a radio

interview that the country's Union Island
was "flattened" by Beryl.rybody is
homeless ... It is going to be a Herculean
effort to rebuild."Speaking to state media,
Nerissa Gittens-McMillan, permanent
secretary at St. Vincent and the
Grenadines' agriculture ministry, warned
of possible food shortages after 50% of
the country's plantain and banana crops
were lost, with significant losses also to
root crops and vegetables.In Kingston,
streets were quiet as anxious residents
hunkered down after spending the
morning stocking up on essential supplies.

Jamaicans braced for electricity cuts later

on Wednesday, according to a power
company official, with roads near the

coast already washed out as steady rain
continued to fall and winds picked up in
the capital.In St. Elizabeth, local
politician Joseph Patterson said the power
was out and the situation was "getting
gradually worse by the minute," with
aggressive winds bringing down trees.By
Wednesday afternoon, the well-defined
eye of the spiraling hurricane was located
about 65 miles (105 km) southeast of
Kingston, according to the U.S. National
Hurricane Center (NHC), though its outer
rings were already lashing much of the
island with a population of nearly 3
million.Beryl is packing maximum
sustained winds of 140 miles per hour
(225 kph).The force of the winds is
expected to weaken somewhat in next day
or two, according to the NHC, though it
cautioned that Beryl will remain at or near
major hurricane strength as it moves on to
the Cayman Islands."Life-threatening
flash flooding and mudslides from heavy
rainfall are expected over much of
Jamaica and southern Haiti through
today," the NHC said in a post, adding that
dangerous winds and storm surge are also
expected in the Cayman Islands through
early Thursday.

Democratic governors vow to stand with
Joe Biden after poor debate show

Washington. The Democratic governors
of New York, Minnesota and Maryland
on Wednesday said they would support
President Joe Biden's reelection bid
after a candid discussion with him
about his weak performance in last
week's debate."The president has
always had our backs. We're going
to have his back as well,"
Maryland Governor Wes Moore
told reporters after a meeting with
Biden and Vice President Kamala
Harris at the White House that
included 24 Democratic governors
and the mayor of Washington, DC,
some joining online.Moore said
the governors were frank in
relaying negative feedback from
constituents about Biden's poor
performance during the debate with
Republican rival Donald Trump. He
said there was clearly work to do
before the November 5 election, but
Biden had made it clear he would stay
in the race."The president ... he's our
nominee. The president is our party
leader," Moore said. There has been
growing talk among Democrats in
recent days that 81-year-old Biden

should drop out of the race.

New York Governor Kathy Hochul said
she felt confident after the meeting and
all the governors pledged their support
to Biden. The president is "in it to win

it," she said.Minnesota Governor Tim
Walz, the chair of the Democratic
Governors Association, said Biden's
debate performance on Thursday was
bad but he felt Biden was fit for
office.Obviously we, like many
Americans, are a little worried. We're
worried because the threat of a Trump
presidency is not theoretical," Walz
said, adding that the previous Trump
presidency was marked by "chaos,

destruction."Nearly a dozen of the state
leaders attended the meeting in person,
but only three spoke with reporters
afterwards.California Governor Gavin
Newsom, who participated in person,
posted his reaction on social platform
X: "I heard three words from the
President tonight -- he’s all in. And so
am ["Biden's campaign said the
president reiterated his determination
"to defeat the existential threat of
Donald Trump at the ballot box in
November" and discussed the
importance of electing Democrats up
and down the ballot.Nearly a dozen of
the state leaders attended the meeting
in person, but only three spoke with
reporters afterwards.California
Governor Gavin Newsom, who
participated in person, posted his
reaction on social platform X: "I heard
three words from the President tonight
-- he’s all in. And so am [."Biden's
campaign said the president reiterated
his determination "to defeat the
existential threat of Donald Trump at
the ballot box in November" and
discussed the importance of electing
Democrats up and down the ballot.

Grubbs fire: Northern California battles multiple wildfires, 26,000 evacuated

world. Evacuation orders for the Grubbs
fire in Palermo have been reduced to
warnings, according to the county's
evacuation map. The fire ignited off
Grubbs Road and Brollier Way in
Palermo just before 4 pm (local time)
on Wednesday, according to unofficial
sources, including the Watch Duty App.
Fire fighters lined roads and helicopters
dropped water on the growing wildfire
on Wednesday in Northern California,
which has forced at least 26,000 people
to evacuate. The state is currently
experiencing extreme heat. The
Grubbs fire is just one of many fire s
affecting the region. The Thompson
fire , which broke out before noon
Tuesday about 70 miles north of
Sacramento near Oroville, has grown
to more than 5.5 square miles and sent
up a huge plume of smoke visible from
space. Despite the challenging
conditions, Oroville Mayor David
Pittman reported a significant drop in
fire activity by Wednesday afternoon,

expressing hope that some residents
could soon return home. However, the
fire remains uncontained along its
northern edge.Meanwhile, another fire
broke out Wednesday afternoon about
5 miles south of Oroville near Palermo,
prompting new evacuations. This fire ,
named the Grubbs fire , also remains
uncontained.

Several zones in Butte County are under
evacuation warnings, including Zone
867, Zone 868, Zone 866, and Zone
869, according to the Butte County
evacuation map.More than a dozen
other wildfire s, mostly small, are
active across the state, according to the
California Department of Forestry and
fire Protection (Cal fire ). A fire in Simi
Valley briefly prompted evacuations
on Wednesday. The largest blaze, the
Basin fire in the Sierra National Forest
in eastern Fresno County, covers nearly
22 square miles and is 26%
contained.In Oroville, a state of
emergency was declared on Tuesday

night, and evacuation centers were
established. The evacuation zone
expanded into the foothills and rural
areas beyond the city. Authorities have
also warned that fire works are banned
in many areas, including most of Butte
County, due to the fire risThere have
been no immediate reports of property
losses.

However, an Associated Press
photographer saw three suburban-style
homes burn in Oroville. fire fighters
saved one home as residents watched
aircraft make water drops to contain the
fire .The cause of the Grubbs fire is
under investigation. Red flag warnings
for critical fire weather conditions,
including gusty winds and low
humidity, were in effect when the fire
erupted. The conditions have led
Pacific Gas and Electric to implement
targeted public safety power shutoffs in
parts of some Northern California
counties to prevent fire s from being
ignited by downed or damaged wires.

Biden 'absolutely not'
withdrawing from presidential
race: White House

world. US President Joe Biden vowed to stay in the
2024 presidential race during a call with
campaign staff on Wednesday, amid reports that
he was reconsidering running for the top post
after his poor performance in the first presidential
debate on June 27.Biden called members of his
campaign team and told them that he wasn't
"going anywhere", according to a report in news
agency Reuters."I am running," Biden said,
adding he remained the Democratic Party leader
and wasn't being pushed out, according to the
report.Asked on Wednesday if Biden was
considering stepping down, White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre was quoted as
saying: "Absolutely not."

The President spoke to Representative Hakeem
Jeffries, the minority leader in the House of
Representatives, on Tuesday, and Senator Chuck
Schumer, the majority leader in the Senate, on
Wednesday, a White House official told Reuters.

Earlier, The New York Times had reported that
Biden had told a key ally that he knows he may
not be able to salvage his candidacy if his next few

public appearances do not go well. However, the
ally emphasised that Biden is still deeply in the
fight for re-election, the report stated.

Notably, Biden's poor performance against
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
at the debate in Atlanta on June 27 heightened
concerns that he might not be fit to serve another
four-year term.According to a Reuters/Ipsos poll,
one in three Democrats think Biden should end
his re-election bid following the debate.s
However, no prominent elected Democrat does
any better than Biden in a hypothetical matchup
against Trump, the poll suggests.

US judge blocks Joe Biden rule adding
gender identity protections to healthcare

« A federal judge has temporarily
blocked enforcement of a new

Biden administration rule
holstering health care protections
for LGBTQ people, handing a
preliminary legal victory to more
than a dozen Republican-led states

lawsuit that it would require their
Medicaid programs covering low-
income residents to pay for
treatments like hormones and
surgeries for transgender people,
including for minors. Many
Republican states have passed
laws banning such treatments,
often called gender-affirming care,
for minors.The rule applies to
recipients of federal funds,
including Medicaid programs. It
followed executive orders

not face any imminent enforcement.
Guirola, however, said in
Wednesday's ruling that the cost of
ensuring compliance with the rule
would be an immediate harm to the
states. Two other judges in Florida
and Texas later on Wednesday
issued separate, opens new tab
rulings, opens new tab siding with
other Republican state attorneys
general challenging the rule, though
those orders only prevented it from
being enforced in those two states

that challenged it in court.

Washington. A US judge on Wednesday
blocked the Biden administration from
enforcing a new rule against
discrimination on the basis of gender
identity in healthcare while he hears a
lawsuit challenging it by 15 Republican-
led states.The rule was finalized in May
by the US Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and was set to
take effect on Friday. It states that a
federal prohibition on sex discrimination,
part of the Affordable Care Act health
insurance law, extends to discrimination
against transgender people.States
opposing the new rule had said in their

President Joe Biden issued in 2021 and
2022 instructing agencies like HHS to
take measures protecting transgender
people from discrimination.Senior US
District Judge Louis Guirola in Gulfport,
Mississippi, said in his preliminary order
on Wednesday that the Republican states
were likely to succeed in their challenge.
He said that the administration had
overstepped its authority by interpreting
"sex" in the federal law to include gender
identity.Today a federal court said no to
the Biden administration's attempt to
illegally force every health care provider
in America to adopt the most extreme
version of gender ideology," Tennessee
Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti, who

led the lawsuit alongside Mississippi
Attorney General Lynn Fitch, said in a
statement. The states opposing the rule
also include Georgia, Ohio and Virginia.

HHS did not respond to a request for
comment."This ruling is not only morally
wrong, it's also bad policy," Kelley
Robinson, president of Human Rights
Campaign, an advocacy group supporting
transgender rights, said in a statement.
"Everyone deserves access to the medical
care they need to be healthy and thrive."

In a court filing, HHS said states' fears were
"speculative" and that the rule did not
override doctors' medical judgment. It
said that the states were not entitled to an
order blocking the rule because they did

plus Montana.US District Judge William
Jung, an appointee of Republican former
President Donald Trump in Tampa, wrote
that nationwide rulings by judges in a
single federal district, like Guirola's,
"ought to be the rare exception, not
routine."

The decisions came the week after the US
Supreme Court curbed federal agencies'
power by ruling that courts must no
longer defer to their interpretation of
ambiguous laws. Guirola, who was
appointed to the bench by Republican
former President George W Bush, noted
that ruling, though he ultimately
concluded that the law was not
ambiguous.
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Jannik Sinner happy to be in third
round after tough fight with Matteo
Berrettini

London, World number one Jannik Sinner
survived an all-Italian Centre Court dogfight
against Matteo Berrettini to book his place in
the third round of Wimbledon on
Wednesday.Sinner edged the opening two
sets on tiebreaks under the closed roof but
was rocked on his heels by a Berrettini
fightback before prevailing 7-6(3) 7-6(4) 2-6
7-6(4).Berrettini, who was runner-up to
Novak Djokovic in 2021 but was plagued by
injuries last year and is now ranked down at
59th, looked capable of dragging the match
into a decider with some heavy-metal
tennis. Top seed Sinner was wobbling when
some scrappy groundstroke errors meant he
went a break down early in the fourth set, but
he managed to wrestle back control in the
nick of time.Berrettini saved a match point
when serving at 5-6 in the fourth set and
belted away a forehand to set up the third
tiebreak of an absorbing tussle.

The law of averages suggested the big-serving
Berrettini would come out on top this time but
once again Sinner was as cool as a cucumber
when it mattered to get the job done shortly
before Wimbledon's 11pm curfew.It was very
tough to face Matteo: Sinner

"It was very tough to face Matteo in the second
round in such an important tournament,"
Sinner, who embraced his friend and
compatriot warmly at the net, said on
court."Today was a high-level match and we
both played well and in the three tiebreaks I
got a bit lucky. I knew I had to raise my game
alevel today, he is a grasscourt specialist.

"There were some ups and downs which is
normal but I'm happy to be in the next round."

The 22-year-old Sinner, who extended his
record against fellow Italians to 14-0, will
continue his quest to add the Wimbledon title
to this year's Australian Open against Serbia's
Miomir Kecmanovic on Friday.

Olympic-bound wrestler Anshu
declared 'fit', allowed to resume
training

CHENNAL In a big relief for Olympic-bound
wrestler Anshu Malik, who suffered neck
spasm, pain and radiculopathy and was
advised a two-week rest earlier, the attending
doctor on Wednesday declared her fit.
According to the medical fitness certificate
submitted by the 57kg wrestler to the
Wrestling Federation of India (WFI), she has
been allowed to resume graded gentle
training with effect from June 4 (Thursday)
under the guidance of a physiotherapist.

One of the medal contenders at the 2024 Paris
Games, Anshu, a former World
Championships silver medallist, got injured
while training at a wrestling academy in

Hisar, Haryana on June 19. She was admitted
to a hospital in New Delhi on June 24 and
was discharged four days later with the
discharge summary advising her to rest for
two weeks."It's a big relief for both wrestler
and federation as Anshu has been declared fit
and she can resume training from Thursday,"
a Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) source
told this daily. However, the WFT is expected
to approach the hospital concerned and seek
clarity over Anshu's fitness. "The federation
will write to the hospital to know the exact
status as the two reports are contradicting in
nature. It's important to know the status of
Anshu's fitness as she is a medal hopeful at
the Paris Games," added the source.

Chance for Washington to make
a mark: Raju

CHENNALI. With Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli
and Ravindra Jadeja having retired from the
T20Is, the tour of Zimbabwe, where India
will play five matches, will be all about
finding replacements and building a pool of
players for the next T20 World Cup.

One among them will be Washington Sundar.
While India played three left-arm spinners
against South Africa in the final, that may not
be the case any more. With Jadeja’s
retirement, Axar Patel has moved up the
pecking order and so has Kuldeep Yadav. As
aresult, the focus turns to other spin-bowling
all-rounders in Washington.

Former National selector SL Venkatapathy
Raju believes that the off-spinning all-
rounder has an excellent opportunity to
impress in the Zimbabwe tour. “With
Jadeja’s retirement from the shortest format,
Axar with his all-round ability will
automatically be the first choice spinner.
Plus India can no longer play three left-arm
spinners as there is none (third spinner) who
can walk into the team. So Washington has a
good opportunity to impress and try to get the
second spinner’s spot,” said Venkatapathy
Raju.Washington was once a regular in the
scheme of things for India in white-ball
cricket but injuries forced him to be in and
out of the squad. “He is now back as part of
the India squad against Zimbabwe and if he
works on his fitness and stays injury-free, he
will get a lot more opportunities to play for
India as there is no doubt about his talent and
potential,” opined Raju.

New Delhi. Star India batter Virat Kohli

Later, the entire team was welcomed with

After grand welcome, team India
to meet PM Modi for breakfast

«1he Air India special charter

flight AIC24WC -- took off from
Bridgetown, Barbados around
4:50 am local time on
Wednesday. It arrived in Delhi
at 6 am on Thursday after a
16-hour non-stop journey.

NEW DELHI. The T20 World Cup-winning
Indian cricket team returned to the country
here on Thursday aboard a specially-
arranged charter flight with scores of fans
lining up outside the airport to welcome the
players despite a steady drizzle and heavy
security deployment that kept them at a
distance from their heroes.Hundreds of
supporters, holding placards
congratulating their favourites and waving
the national flag, braved the weather to
welcome the victorious side, which
defeated South Africa by seven runs in the

"We have waited for this moment for the past
13 years. The team has made us proud by
winning the World Cup," a fan, who
claimed to have been waiting since 4:30am
in the morning said, referring to India's last
World Cup triumph which came back in
2011.The side was unable to head back

home immediately after the title win dueto X

a shutdown forced by hurricane Beryl in
Barbados.They were cocooned in their
hotel before the BCCI made arrangements
for the special charter flight.The Air India
special charter flight AIC24WC -- Air
India Champions 24 World Cup -- which
left Barbados around 4:50am local time on
Wednesday arrived in Delhi at 6am (IST)
on Thursday after a 16-hour non-stop
journey.The Indian squad, its support staff,
the players' families and some BCCI
officials were aboard the flight along with
members of the travelling media
contingent.Heavy security was deployed to
keep the crowd in check at the Indira
Gandhi International airport but that did
little to dampen the spirits as fans cheered
enthusiastically holding up posters of star
batter Virat Kohli, skipper Rohit Sharma
and outgoing head coach Rahul Dravid.

final in Bridgetown on Saturday last week. ' Two buses were stationed outside the T3

Virat Kohli celebrates World Cup triumph
with family at Team Hotel in New Delhi

celebrated the T20 World Cup 2024
triumph with his family members at Hotel
ITC Maurya in Delhi after team India
landed in the country in the wee hours on
Thursday, July 4. The Men in Blue got a
rousing reception from the fans upon their
arrival who had thronged to airport to the
welcome them.

loud cheers outside the team hotel as well
with some members even dancing to the
beats Dhol after getting off from the team
bus. Local boy Kohli also celebrated the
triumph along with his family as his sister
Bhawna Kohli and brother Vikas Kohli
arrived at the hotel to meet him.Bhawna
shared the images of their meet-up on her
Instagram story where the India batter
could be seen flaunting his winner’s medal
alongside his nephews and niece.

Notably, Kohli was adjudged Player of the

France gear up

CHENNAL On Sunday, France will be on the
business end of a snap election. With the
National Rally (RN) gaining in the polls, the
far-right party has never been closer to
power. In the first round of the elections last
week, the RN bloc had 33% of the vote,
higher than the two other blocs, the New
Popular Front (27.99), and the Ensemble
(President Emmanuel Macron & Co.;
20.76%).According to CNN, projections
state that the country is heading towards a
hung parliament as RN could fall short of the
289 seats needed. "A total of 76 candidates
were elected to France's parliament in the
first round of the vote, of which 39
represented RN and its allies,” CNN had
reported on Monday.

On Friday night, in bordering Germany, 26

men can take a big step forward at the
European Championship. Against one of the
other favourites in the quarterfinals,
Portugal, the side led by Kylian Mbappe &
Co. knows they can send a strong statement
to the rest of the teams. Win and they will be

&

[T )
Match of the final for his match-winning
knock of 76 (59) in the final. Heading into
the final, the 35-year-old wasn’t in the best
of forms, opening the innings for the first
time in the tournament’s story, and scored
just 75 runs in the first seven matches.

However, once the team desperately needed
his services in the final after reeling at
34/3 in 4.3 overs, Kohli performed at his

vintage best and took them to a good score
of 176/7 in their 20 overs.

two matches away from doing the double
double of a World Cup-Euros within a six-
year period since 1998 (they did the first
double in 1998-2008 and won the World
Cup again in 2018).It will be a remarkable
legacy for a country that's replaced Brazil in
terms of the hotbed for talent. But here's the
thing. Football is one of the most political
issues in France. It's why several French
footballers — including Mbappe, Jules
Kounde and Marcus Thuram — have
spoken about the rise of the far right and the
importance of 'blocking them' from coming
to power in this election.Post France's pre-
quarterfinal 1-0 win over Belgium, Kounde,
one of the best right-backs so far in the
competition, said as much. Reacting to the
gains made by the far-right in the first round,
he said: "It isn't over yet. It is very important
so that the extreme right-wing party...
doesn't come in..."... disappointed to see the
direction our country is taking." Before the
elections, Mbappe had said: "This is a never-
seen-before event," the Madrid-bound

Terminal to ferry the players to their hotel,
from where they will head to the Prime
Minister's residence at 9am tentatively for a
reception.They trickled out in ones and
twos after completing immigration
formalities.Tired but excited, the players
acknowledged the waiting fans by waving
at them and flashing warm
smiles.Suryakumar Yadav,who took the
sensational match-winning catch of David
Miller in the final, was the most
enthusiastic in responding to the
cheering. Wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh
Pant saluted the gathered crowd, while
pacer Mohammed Siraj blew flying kisses
in their direction.ohit and Player of the
Final Virat Kohli, both of whom retired
from T20Is at the end of India's campaign,

Team India to meet PM Modi

In reply, South Africa looked cruising
towards a win needing just 30 runs off
the last five overs. However, Indian
seamers turned the game on its head
with their tight bowling and
eventually won the match by seven
runs and clinchedeir second T20
World Cup Trophy.

TEAM INDIA REACH HOME:
HEROIC RECEPTION LIVE

PDATES

Meanwhile, team India will have a meet up

with Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 10
am on Thursday. Following that, the team
will depart for Mumbai where a special
road show has been organized for the fans
to get an up close glimpse of their stars
with the World Cup Trophy in the evening.
The squad will also be felicitated at the
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.

for big fights on and off the field

attacker reflected a day before the country's
opening game of the Euros. "That is why I
want to talk to the whole of the French
people, but also the youth. We are a
generation that can make a difference.

We see the extremes are knocking on the door

of power and we have the opportunity to
shape our country's future." It was a brave
act by one of the world's most foremost
footballers to come out in this manner.
When Mbappe was asked about Thuram's
opinion of the elections, he was more
intimate. "I share the same opinion when I
spoke about diversity, tolerance and respect.
The game tomorrow (group game against
Austria) is very important. I think that I'm
well placed to say and I have said it until I'm
blue in the face, but there is a situation that is
even more important than the game.Kylian
Mbappe is against extreme views and
against ideas that divide people. [ want to be
proud to represent France, 1 don't want to
represent a country that doesn't correspond
to my values, or our values.

were among the last to come out of the
VIP exit.Rohit, who held the coveted
trophy in his hands, raised it for the fans to
catch a glimpse before boarding the bus.
Kohli gave a thumbs up to acknowledge the
support before taking his place in the bus.
In their excitement to see their heroes in
person, some fans claimed that they had
been waiting outside the airport since last
night."We have been here since last night.
It was very important for us to win this
World Cup after losing the ODI World
Cup last year," a group of fans said.The
squad won the country its second T20
world title, ending an 11-year wait for an
ICC trophy, on Saturday.India's previous
ICC title was in 2013 when it won the
Champions Trophy under Mahendra Singh
Dhoni.Its earlier World Cup titles came in
1983 (ODI), 2007 (T20) and 2011
(ODI).After meeting the Prime Minister,
the players will fly to Mumbai to
participate in an open bus victory parade
followed by a felicitation ceremony at the
Wankhede Stadium.BCCI secretary Jay
Shah and Rohit had posted on social media
on Wednesday, urging fans to turn up in
large numbers to show their support for the
side.

Ben Stokes hits back at Australian

media for misinterpreting his
comments from Ashes

New Delhi. England Test captain Ben Stokes

has hit back at Australian media for
misinterpreting his words from the
recently released Ashes documentary by
the England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB). Notably, in the documentary
Stokes can be seen lifting the mood of his
team after a rain-induced draw in the fourth
Test of the Ashes 2023 at Old Trafford,
Manchester.England were in a
commanding position to level the series as
Australia were trailing by 61 runs in the
second innings having five wickets in hand
in the fourth Test. However, after the rain
forced the game to end in a draw, Australia
retained the urn being its holders since
2017 Hence, to lift his team’s mood after a
gut-wrenching draw, Stokes called his
team ‘a sports team that will live forever in
the memory of people’. He also said that
the fans were lucky to witness them
playing and their achievements are lot
bigger than any Ashes Trophy could
signify."And what we have managed to do

is we've managed to become a sports team
that will live forever in the memory of
people who were lucky enough to witness
us play cricket. But what we have done is
something a lot bigger than any Ashes
trophy could ever signify for this team — be
the team that everybody will always
remember," said Stokes in the 'Ashes 2023 |
Our Take' produced by England and Wales
Cricket Board.

Stokes' reply to Australian media
However, his comments were misinterpreted

by Australian media who presented them
as self praise by Stokes. However, the
English skipper was quick to respond to the
entire matter with a quick reply.

T20 World Cup: Sanju Samson shares

first glimpse of special ‘cham

w120 World Cup 2024: Wicketkeeper

Sanju Samson shared a photo of the
"champion’ jersey that Team India is
likely to don during the felicitation
ceremony in New Delhi and Mumbai on
Thursday. Rohit Sharma and his
teammates arrived in New Delhi from
Barbados on Thursday.

New Delhi. Wicketkeeper Sanju Samson

shared the first glimpse of a special jersey
that Team India might don during their
feliciation ceremony and the open-top bus
parade in Mumbai. The Rajasthan Royals
captain posted the photo of the specially-
designed blue jersey from the team hotel in
New Delhi. The T20 World Cup champions
returned home in a chartered plane on
Thursday. Celebratory mood gripped the
capital city as thousands of fans turned up at
the New Delhi airport to give a hero's
welcome to Rohit Sharma and his men. After
flaunting the trophy to fans at the airport, the

MERS T30
WORLD CUP
WEST INOES & LA 2024

oot

CHAMPIONS

India team reached the ITC Maurya hotel in
New Delhi. The victorious 15-member
group and the Rahul Dravid-led support
staff will meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi before heading to
Mumbai for a grand felicitation ceremony at
the Wankede Stadtium. Rohit Sharma and
his teammates will also have an open-top
bus victory parade at the Marine Drive in the
city.The players are likely wear the special
champion jersey during the victory parade

and the felicitation ceremony. In the photo
shared by Sanju Samson, the Team India
jersey has a second star on top of the BCCI
logo, signifying their second T20 World Cup
trophy. India won the inaugural edition of
the tournament under MS Dhoni's captaincy
in 2007. The word 'champions' is also
imprinted on the front side of the
jersey.Rohit Sharma walked out of the
airport with the T20 World Cup trophy in his
hand. Virat Kohli chants rang loud as

pions' jersey

hundreds of fans gathered at the airport to
welcome the team. Rohit Sharma and
Suryakumar Yadav even danced to dhol
outside the team hotel where a special cake-
cutting ceremony was arranged.Indian
cricket team took a 16-hour journey from
Barbados in a special chartered plane
arranged by the BCCI and reached New
Delhi on Thursday. The team was stranded
at their Barbados team hotel from Sunday as
Hurricane Beryl hit the Caribbean island.
Rohit and his men spent four extra days in
Barbados before they were flown back
home in the chartered plane.India defeated
South Africa in the T20 World Cup final on
Saturday at the Kensington Oval. Virat
Kohli top-scored wth 76 in the final, finding
form at the right time. Jasprit Bumrah and
Arshdeep Singh were the stars of the show
with the ball as India successfully defended
176 runs. Vice-captain Hardik Pandya
delivered the last over under pressure,
successfully defending 16 runs.Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja
announced their T20I retirement after the
big final while head coach Rahul Dravid
signed off ona high.
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Bigg Boss OTT 3: Evicted Contestant

VMahk

Opens Up About Armaan Malik's Past

‘_ 7 ouTuber Armaan Malik has been in the headlines ever since he entered the Bigg Boss OTT 3 with both his wives,

Payal and Kritika. His first wife, Payal Malik, left the house after eviction. As soon as she left the BB house, she
made a shocking revelation about Armaan’s marriage. In a media interview, Payal said that Armaan has not been
married twice but three times. She said that he was married as a minor when his name was Sandeep. “This is not true as he
was already divorced before marrying me, as it was a child marriage, which usually happens in the Haryana side. I
married him only after his divorce. In Haryana, people get married before the age of 18, she said.She further elaborated
on the status of his first wife and said, “She has already been given financial support and now she is happily married; and
she is also a mother to kids from her second marriage.”Earlier, in a media interview, Payal opened up about being
cheated and feels her husband wronged her. She said, “Yes, I have been wronged by Armaanji, I left my house for him. I
was dependent on him for 8 years, I was living
with him, and he was my everything. And then
all of a sudden, someone else came into his
life, so yes, injustice has been done to me.
But I have said this before also, today and = ]
in the future, I am his first priority. Kritika /
comes after me, and she knows it, and so
do our family and subscribers.”When
she was asked about the rumours that
Armaan had converted to Islam, she ‘
said, “That is not true, he has not 4
converted to Islam. He belongs to
a Jatt family. He is not a
Muslim.”
“I am happy in this relationship,
the good thing is in my life, a
girl like Kritika came, who
considers me first. She loves
me more than Armaanji. My word
is the final one for her, she never
argues with me. I am the boss
inmy house, I call the shots.
I am glad that Armaanji
\ didn’t marry a girl who
would fight,” she
\ added.The third
' season of the Bigg
Boss OTT streams
on JioCinemaat 9
PM. The reality
show marks the
debut of Anil
Kapoor as a host for this season. The second season was hosted by Salman Khan, N p
while Karan Johar hosted the first season. The shows also feature contestants
including Chandrika Dixit aka Vada Pav Girl, Vishal Pandey, Sai Ketan Rao, Sana ‘\ )
Makbul, Ranvir Shorey, and many more. .

Arti Singh's

Marriage With Dipak Chauhan In Trouble In Just 2
Months? Actress FINALLY Breaks Silence

ﬁ rti Singh has lashed out at a media portal for claiming that she is facing troubles in her married life just two

months after she tied the knot with Dipak Chauhan. Recently, Arti took to her Instagram stories and asked &
everyone to “calm down”. She then dismissed reports of problems in her married life and asked everyone
to be “responsible”.“Calm down guys @e24official I think u are still known atleast u people should be more
responsible and not write anything for the sake of writing. Don’t become one of those news channel who are
no where and write rubbish. Not done. I follow my GURUIJI and keep posting his sayings. I hv so many
people following me post this tht don’t know who might need to hear this and can get message from
universe For god sake be little responsible and keep your reputation,” Arti wrote as quoted by
Sportboye.In another Instagram story, Arti the 39-year-old actress schooled publications and accused
them of writing “rubbish” in a
“desperate” attempt to get likes or views
on social media. “Get your facts right not
only for me for anyone Because it’s
doesn’t matter to us but being a
respectable platform U should be
responsible,” she concluded.Arti Singh
married Dipak Chauhan on April 25,
2024. Their wedding ceremony took
place at the ISKCON temple in
Mumbai. It was a star-studded affair
which was attended by several celebrities.
Krushna Abhishek’s The Great Indian Kapil Show co-stars Kapil Sharma, Archana Puran Singh, Sunil
Grover and Rajiv Thakur graced the wedding. Arti Singh’s Bigg Boss 13 co-contestants including
Shefali Jariwala, Vishal Aditya Singh and Hindustani Bhau also attended to bless her.The highlight
of Arti Singh’s wedding was her actor-uncle Govinda. He was not on talking terms with his nephew
Krushna Abhishek, Arti’s elder brother. The duo had a huge fallout in 2016 and have often made
statements against each other. Therefore, everyone was unsure about Govinda attending Arti’s
wedding especially after he skipped the TV star’s Haldi, Sangeet and Mehendi ceremonies.
However, Govinda graced the wedding reception and surprised all.Later, Govinda also blessed
Arti and Dipak and told Instant Bollywood, “Ishvar se praarthana hai, jo kripa Arti par hui hai
kisi prakaar ka vastu dosh na lage (I pray for her wellbeing and may god protect her from evil

eyes).”

Deepika Padukone Flaunts
Baby Bump, Mom-To-Be

Performs Yoga In New

Photo; Ranveer Singh Reacts

T

eepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh
will be soon embracing parenthood. The

actress is currently pregnant and has
been sharing a lot of updates about her journey.
Today, Deepika has once again set the internet
on fire by sharing a photo in which she is seen
doing yoga. In no time it went viral and fans
along with Ranveer Singh have reacted to
it.Taking to her Instagram handle, Deepika
shared a photo in which she is seen lying on the
floor while her leg is resting on the wardrobe’s
door. She is seen putting her hands on the baby
bump. She is also talking about self-care in the
caption. As soon as she shared the photo,
Ranveer Singh reacted and wrote, ““works like a
magic.” A fan wrote, “This is a Reason why
Deepika is Queen of Bollywood.” Another
wrote, “watching Deepika’s films is my kinda
selfcare,, The process is so Healing.”

On Tuesday night, Deepika was photographed

arriving at a PVR theatre in Mumbai. She
looked quite elated as she waved at the
paparazzi before entering the screening venue.
Deepika looked chic in a white tee and blue
distressed jeans which she teamed with an
oversized black blazer with white stripes. She
kept her makeup minimal and sported wavy
locks. Ranveer, on the other hand, opted for an
all-black ensemble.The success of Kalki 2898
AD starring Prabhas, Amitabh Bachchan and
Deepika Padukone at the box office continues
to defy expectations, with the film scoring a
record-breaking collection on Monday. Kalki
2898 AD grossed around Rs 80 crore-plus
worldwide on the fifth day of its
release.According to Sacnilk.com, Kalki 2898
AD collected over 34.6 crore net in India on
Monday for all languages. While its worldwide
collection was in the range of Rs 45-50 crore (as
per bollymoviereviewz.com), taking its total
collection to over Rs 600 crore.

Emmanuelle Trailer: Noemie

Merlant And Will Sharpe
Lead Steamy New

Adaptation

z he first trailer of Emmanuelle, a remake
; of one of cinema’s most iconic erotic

films, has just been dropped. The new
version stars Noemie Merlant as the titular
character, who goes on a journey to rediscover
her lost pleasures in the city of Hong Kong.
First released in 1974, various studios
worldwide have produced their own version
and now, Audrey Diwan is set to bring a new
perspective on Marayat Rollet-Andriane’s
popular novel. What sets this remake apart, is
that it’s made from a female viewpoint, unlike
previous versions. Other than Merlant, the film
also stars Naomi Watts, Will Sharpe, Jamie
Campbell Bower, Chacha Huang and Anthony
Wong.

The trailer opens with Merlant’s character on a

business trip to Hong Kong, where she comes
across several intriguing individuals,
including Kei, played by Sharpe, who keeps
his distance from her. Emmanuelle is heard
asking, “What goes on in a person’s mind in
front of a closed door when they’re unsure if
they truly want what’s behind it?" To which
Kei responds, “It depends who’s behind the
door." Despite interacting and having multiple
sexual experiences, Emmanuelle remains
obsessed with Kei. Her obsession escalates and
she sneaks into Kei’s room just to taste his
bathwater.

While the Emmanuelle trailer features strong

chemistry between Noemie Merlant and Will
Sharpe, the film’s dramatic background music
by Evgueni and Sacha Galperine perfectly
highlights the escalating tension and
Emmanuelle’s growing desire for Kei.
Interestingly, the upcoming movie is the eighth
instalment in the Emmanuelle series and the
15th film in total.In an interview with Deadline
after wrapping filming in Hong Kong and
Paris, director Audrey Diwan speaking about
the film noted, “This movie is based on a quest
for pleasure and a lost pleasure.
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