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Union Budget should
focus on growth, equity
and job creation

THE Union Budget is set to be presented later this
month. It should be guided by two important
considerations: India’s aspiration to become a
developed country by 2047, and the Lok Sabha
election verdict, which seems to have been
impacted by growing inequalities, rural distress
and unemployment. Since 2014, the Union
Budget has followed a vision guided by four
pillars — fiscal prudence, building state-of-the-
art infrastructure, achieving a higher growth
trajectory and welfarism. The Finance Minister
(FM) needs to recalibrate these pillars by
according priority to high growth, equity and
employment. Fiscal prudence and world-class
infrastructure may be used as instruments to
achieve these pillars, while welfarism may be
taken care of with equity.

High growth would remain an epicentre of
economic policies to achieve the meta-
objective of making India a developed country
(Viksit Bharat). The Indian economy’s growth
rate is hovering around 7 per cent per annum.
According to an RBI study, ‘India@100’, the
country’s real GDP needs to grow at an annual
rate of growth of 9.1 per cent during 2023-24 to
2047-48 for achieving the IMF benchmark of
the GDP ($49,069 billion) of an advanced
economy. The rate of growth, as per the World
Bank benchmark of a developed country
(835,025 billion GDP), works out to be 7.6 per
cent. This Budget should lay a foundation for
achieving the average of these targets (8.35 per
cent) by adopting a multi-pronged strategy —
increasing capital expenditure, inducing private
investment, creating world-class infrastructure,
incentivising the adoption of latest technologies
for improving efficiency in the economy and
initiating outcome-oriented reforms across
sectors for making the Indian economy globally
competitive.The second priority of the Budget
should be the promotion of equity across
classes, sectors and regions. During the post-
reforms era, India has witnessed growing
inequalities. For India to become a developed
nation, it is essential to make development
inclusive. Over the past decade, the Union
Budget has adopted the welfarism approach for
improving the economic wellbeing of the poor,
women, girls, farmers, youth and tribals by
initiating financial inclusion and schemes
focusing on areas like food, housing, health,
education and skill development. Richer classes
have reaped the benefits of opening up of the
Indian economy. However, people just above
the poverty line and the lower middle class have
borne the brunt of market forces in the form of
inflation and a lack of adequate quality jobs due
to contractualisation, automation and the use of
smart technologies like artificial intelligence. In
the forthcoming Budget, it is recommended to
have better policy packages both for the poor,
people just above the poverty line and the lower
middle class. These packages would help
generate a huge demand and stimulate
economic growth.Sectoral inequalities are also
an outcome of India’s growth story. The
services sector and the industry have grown
faster than agriculture. For achieving a rate of
growth above 8§ per cent in the coming 25 years,
it is essential to develop all sectors It
simultaneously as they have forward and
backward linkages. Allocating more budgetary
resources for developing agriculture and allied

Roll out a roadmap to rebuild agriculture

The sector needs out-of-the-box thinking, however much may it upset the governing elite

FOR any discerning reader, this is a shocking revelation

— in two decades, the price of bread in Switzerland has
doubled, but the farmgate price of wheat has come
down by half. This is an arrangement that has kept
everyone happy, except the farmers.A former
chairperson of the Punjab Farmers’ and Farm Workers’
Commission, Ajay Vir Jakhar, recently tweeted:
“Twenty years ago, the price of bread in Switzerland
was 2.5 Swiss francs (CHF) and the price of wheat was
110 CHF per kg. Today, the price of
bread is 4 CHF and the price of wheat
is 50 CHF per kg.” Sometime back, I
had shared an example from Canada,
where wheat prices had tumbled over
the past 150 years but bread prices |
had zoomed in the past four decades. ¢
This disturbing trend of declining
farm output prices is not exclusive to
Switzerland and Canada — it is more
or less a global phenomenon. For i
over a century now, farm prices have §
been declining steeply, pushing |
farmers to either commit suicide,
abandon agriculture or struggle to
survive against all-pervasive distress.
This is food inequality.People who ¢
produce food end up living @
perpetually in poverty. Often, it has
been seen that the farm prices are low
and do not even cover the cost of
production. The tragedy is that those who bring food to
our tables can’t even afford to feed themselves. With
successive governments pushing for increased
productivity, the farmer’s welfare was simply
overlooked. Very cleverly, while farmers felt easily
elated when called annadata, the other stakeholders in
the agricultural supply chains rolled in profits. In the
process, farmers have been rendered bankrupt.

While farmers suffer and rural wages stagnate, the

broken food system has kept consumers happy.
Keeping food prices deliberately low and pushing them
still lower with every passing year, and at the same time
extracting excessive profits — seller’s profit, as it is
now called — has led agribusiness companies to laugh
all the way to the bank. Although corporates blame
rising wages and supply chain bottlenecks for the rising
prices, studies have shown that in the US, for instance,
in the second and third quarters of 2023, corporate
profits fuelled 53 per cent of the inflation. Further,
corporate profits jumped after the Covid pandemic,

IT was a disaster waiting to happen, with around 2.5

lakh people crammed into a venue in which only
80,000 were permitted by the authorities. The
death toll in the stampede that broke out during a
‘satsang’ in Hathras (Uttar Pradesh) has crossed §
120; the victims were part of the crowd which had |
gathered to hear a preacher. According to the FIR, §
the organisers secured permission for the |
congregation on the basis of a false undertaking
about the actual number of devotees who were
expected to attend it; they are also accused of §
refusing to cooperate with the police in traffic
control and concealing evidence after the incident.
is ironical and unfortunate that in a country where %
people throng one religious place or the other ona £
daily basis, crowd management often leaves a lot to
be desired. A decade ago, the National Disaster

reaching a record high by the last quarter o£ 2023. In the
four decades prior to the pandemic, the contribution of
corporate profits to inflation was only around 11 per
cent.For over a century and a half, the economic design
had denied rightful prices to farmers. Obviously, with
policymakers turning a blind eye to the deepening
crisis on the farm front, rural anger only gets
highlighted in the election season. ‘India’s government
claims to subsidise farmers, but actually hurts them’

Bl : 4

(The Economist, July 12, 2018) provides an interesting
insight. While the OECD (Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development) countries, the richest
trading bloc, provide an equivalent of 18 per cent of the
farm income to producers, India actually ends up taxing
them.Accordingly, 6 per cent of the farm income is
appropriated on an average in India. In another OECD
study, it became clear that while Indian farmers lost 15
per cent on an average by way of low prices between
2000 and 2016, the real benefit accrued to consumers,
who gained by 25 per cent in subsidised prices.

As the Finance Minister gets ready to present the full

Budget for 2024-25, it is time to visualise what kind of
economic policies are needed not only to assuage
farmers’ growing anger but also to lay out a roadmap
for rebuilding agriculture. Remember what economist
Jean Dreze had remarked: “Political discourse in India
normally takes place within certain boundaries set by
the privileged and powerful. If you overstep these
boundaries, expect some trouble.” Agriculture needs

Hathras stampede

Draw lessons to improve crowd management

out-of-the-box thinking, however much may it upset
the governing elite.

All these years, the predominant route to raising farm

incomes has been through more budgetary support for
technological interventions. Even with the move
towards digitalisation, artificial intelligence, robotics
and precision farming, thereby bringing agriculture
increasingly into the corporatisation lap, it has to be
acknowledged that while the industry around
agriculture has and will benefit
immensely from such budgetary
support, farmers continue to be pushed
deeper into distress.Productivity gains
haven’t translated into living income for
farmers. If farm incomes continue to be
at the bottom of the pyramid even 60
years after the Green Revolution, the
promise of technological transformation
towards Agriculture Revolution 4.0
cannot be seen as a panacea for all the
ills afflicting agriculture. As usual,
policymakers are once again skirting the
real cause of farm distress — falling
farm incomes — and trying to cover it up
with the flawed thinking that
technological interventions will boost
incomes.Amid ‘global boiling’, resilient
agriculture will come from regenerative
farming practices. More than artificial
intelligence, what is needed is to first
utilise available natural intelligence. It is important to
first invest in building the capacity and potential of
human population engaged in agriculture. The
dominant economic thinking will not be comfortable
with this, but the time has come to look beyond the pre-
designed parameters.Given that agriculture is the
biggest employer in the country, employing 45.5 per
cent of the workforce, making agriculture a profitable
enterprise is the need of the times. The conventional
thinking of helping the industry which, in turn, will
help raise farm incomes — conforming to the trickle-
down principle — is unlikely to work.To remove food
inequality, there is a growing need for fresh thinking.
First, provide a legal mechanism for guaranteeing farm
prices as per the MS Swaminathan formula; secondly,
the Finance Minister should ensure that 50 per cent of
the Budget is allocated for roughly half of the
population. To begin with, start enhancing the farm
budget every year by 10 per cent of the total. At present,

itis less than 3 per cent.

man-made tragedies such as stampedes
could be prevented with ‘proactive
planning and flawless execution by
dedicated groups with well-trained
personnel’. However, all this was
conspicuous by its absence at the Hathras
event.Giving misleading estimates about
the size of the audience or congregation is a
common ploy to get the administration’s
nod. At times, palms are greased to get the
job done. However, the organisers cannot
be solely blamed when things go horribly
wrong. The authorities should exercise due
diligence in granting permission; spot
inspections are a must to ascertain whether
adequate safety arrangements have been
made for even the worst-case scenario. The

state governments, local authorities and organisers to
adopt an integrated and structured approach to crowd
and disaster management. The NDMA had stated that

activities would help mitigate rural unrest and
act as a catalyst for growth in the form of an
expanding market.

Management Authority (NDMA) had brought out a
guide on managing crowds at events and venues of
mass gathering. This document was aimed at spurring

way forward is to take exemplary action against those
whose rank negligence or greed puts lives on the line.

ON June 17, the World Day to Combat Desertification and
Drought, United Nations Secretary-General (UNSG)
Antonio Guterres told the 193 member states that almost
40 per cent of the planet’s land was degraded. “The
security, prosperity and health of billions of people rely
on thriving lands supporting lives, livelihoods and
ecosystems, but we are vandalising the Earth that
sustains us,” he said. In his World Environment Day
(June 5) address, Guterres had expressed concern about
humankind’s profound insensitivity: “Our planet is
trying to tell us something. But we don’t seem to be
listening.”His words were echoed in the June 20 speech
by Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Chairperson of the Global
Environment Facility, at its council meeting held in
Washington DC: “We are at a moment of truth for the
planet. We need to rise to the challenge by assessing
what we have, where we need to go and how we will get
there.”June witnessed two major global discussions —
the Bonn climate talks and the G7 parleys in Apulia,
Italy. Later in the year, the G20 Summit (in Rio de
Janeiro on November 18-19), the 79th session of the UN
General Assembly (on September 10) and the COP29
(in Baku from November 11 to 22) will be held.

A study has found that even if greenhouse gas (GHQG)
emissions hit zero tomorrow, the climate chaos will cost
at least $38 trillion a year by 2050. This staggering cost
underscores the gravity and implications of climate
change.he warning bells concerning the planetary crisis
and the quest of conscientious thought leaders and
decision-makers to find solutions sum up the proverbial
dilemma of humankind while living in harmony with
nature. Works such as Silent Spring (1962) and The
Limits to Growth, This Endangered Planet and Only
One Earth (all three published in 1972) had set the stage
for the epochal UN Conference on Human Environment
in Stockholm in 1972. They highlighted that the “human
quest for development seriously threatens our fragile
ecosystem”. Inrecent years, works like Envisioning Our

Time running out to combat climate change

Humankind seems to have sleepwalked into a planetary crisis. Some heads of government realise that the decisions we make today are going to determine our future

-

Environmental Future and Our Earth Matters have
reflected the spirit of those early benchmarks by
reminding the decision-makers of the rapidly ‘depleting
time’ for a decisive course correction for planetary
existence. The UNSG’s warning is based on the findings
of several scientific reports. According to the World
Meteorological Organisation’s (WMO) Global Annual
to Decadal Climate Update (2024-28), “there is an 80
per cent likelihood that the annual average global
temperature will temporarily exceed 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels for at least one of the next five years.”
The WMO’s February 2023 report also stated that
during the period from 2013 to 2022, the sea level rise
was 4.5 mm/year, wherein human influence was
construed as the main driver of such an alarming surge.

The IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (April 2022) drew the
grim scenario that the “net anthropogenic GHG
emissions have increased since 2010 across all major
sectors globally... as have cumulative net CO2
emissions since 1850.” The UN Environment
Programme’s Emissions Gap Report 2023 warned that
the “global GHG emissions increased by 1.2 per cent
from 2021 to 2022 to reach a new record of 57.4
gigatons of CO2 equivalent”.

We live in the Anthropocene epoch (recognised in 2019),
with an ‘unmistakable imprint of human activities’. This
has been affirmed in the formal proposal (October 2023)
of the Anthropocene Working Group to the
Subcommission on Quaternary Stratigraphy. That, in
turn, calls for a new human prism for the care,

maintenance and ‘trusteeship of the planet’ to seek
answers for our environmental future. What lies in store
for us in the next three quarters of the 2 1st century? How
do we manage our profligate lifestyles, heavy resource
extraction-based production processes and wasteful
patterns of consumption so as not to endanger the very
survival of life on this planet in general and the future of
humankind in particular?This year is all set to become a
landmark in succession to 2023 and 2022, which
witnessed the Sustainable Development Goals Summit
(last September in New York) and the Stockholm+50
Conference (in June 2022). The outcome of both these
global conferences showed the gravity of the
smouldering environmental crisis. This year, as
mandated by a UN General Assembly resolution, the
New York Summit of the Future will take place in
September.

Humankind seems to have sleepwalked into a planetary

crisis. Some heads of government have realised that “the
decisions we make today are going to determine our
future for decades to come” (as US President Joe Biden
put it) as well as securing “a better future to the world
and a better world to the future” (so said PM Narendra
Modi). With time depleting rapidly, can we reverse this
planetary crisis?The gathering storms provide
indications of an environmental catastrophe. It is logical
to pursue an ideational quest for “exploring the future
pathways” for innovative and iconoclastic solutions.
After the Summit of the Future, it would be appropriate
for the UN General Assembly (UNGA) to hold an
emergency special session to set in motion a normative
process to nudge the 193 member states to gear up for
global environmental challenges as a planetary concern.
It posits a challenge for the global scholarly community
to pursue an ideational groundwork, including contours
of the UNGA’s normative process, to be affirmed by a
concrete plan of action as a follow-up to the Summit of
the Future.
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What are 'dal-chawal' funds?

Edelweiss CEO Radhika Gupta
explains

New Delhi. Edelweiss MD and CEO Radhika Gupta
shared tips for safely investing in mutual funds on social
media where she advised followers to ensure 80% of
their portfolios consist of 'dal-chawal' funds.Sharing an
example, Gupta mentioned she recently saw the
portfolio of an investor who had invested Rs 27,000
worth of monthly SIP across 31 funds, of which 15 were
narrow sectoral ones, cautioning it as “a danger in these
times.”A danger in these times is to fill your portfolio
with narrow ideas that ideally are satellite allocation.
Remember, 80% of the portfolio should be 'dal-chawal'
funds!” said Gupta.When a follower asked what such
funds would comprise, she added, “I mean stuff that is
not narrow themes. Hybrid funds, diversified equity
funds, active or passive, it doesn’t matter. The point is
broad-based, all-weather stuff.”

What’s a dal-chawal fund?

According to Gupta, broad-based mutual funds that are
'all-weather' and 'span a range of sectors' would be ‘dal-
chawal’ funds.As an example, she pointed to balanced
advantage and aggressive hybrid type funds, including
flexi, multi, large and mid, and broad-based 250-500
index funds, calling these “forever funds.”

“Active or passive doesn’t matter — the point is not a
narrow theme-based fund that works in one cycle and
not in the next,” she added.

Should you invest in dal-chawal funds?

As per Gupta, investing in broad-based funds ensures
you're covered through various market cycles and do
not take hits because of over-allocation in one or two
narrow sectors that may be on a downward spiral.

In short, it refers to the old adage—don't put all of your
eggs in one basket. A diversified, broad investment
portfolio ensures that you don't sink if your investment
does and that your investments would ideally balance
each other out in times of gains and losses.

In another series of posts on X, Gupta shared a few facts
about sector rotation “since sector funds are the flavour
of the season.” Sharing graphs to explain her points, she
noted that narrow sector funds saw returns in line with
the market and would "rarely" beat it.

On specific sector funds, Gupta noted that these have
cycles. Broad funds aggressively move between down
cycles and up cycles, but prediction of the down cycles
is difficult and sometimes counterintuitive.

HDFC Bank falls 4% after

weak Q1 business update.
Should you buy the dip?

NEW DELHI. Shares of HDFC Bank fell sharply on
Friday, declining 4% in early trade after a weak business
update. This not only led to a substantial erosion in its
market capitalisation but also raised doubts among
analysts about the bank’s future performance.

Historically, the June quarter has been seasonally soft for
the private lender, but the latest reported numbers are
slightly lower than the usual 1-3% sequential growth
range, said brokerage firm Nomura.HDFC Bank QI
business update

The bank reported 11% year-on-year growth or flat
sequential growth in its gross assets under management
(AUM) on a pro-forma basis.Net of loan sell-downs,
gross loans declined 0.8% sequentially, while year-on-
year growth stood at a modest 10.8%.Deposit growth
was soft during the quarter, with a 15.3% year-on-year
increase on a pro-forma basis and flat sequential
growth.The current and savings account (CASA)
deposits declined 5% sequentially, causing the CASA
ratio to drop 190 basis points to 36%.

hould you buy the dip?

Several brokerages said the latest quarterly business
update from HDFC Bank was disappointing.

nalysts at Jefferies described the flat deposit growth as
"slightly disappointing," contributing to the negative
sentiment around the bank's stock.Meanwhile, Nomura
India noted that HDFC Bank's loan and deposit growth
(on a pro-forma basis) are tracking below their FY25F
estimates of 12% year-on-year and 17% year-on-year,
respectively. The brokerage believes that while the
bank's balance sheet course correction is underway, it
will be a gradual process.At current valuations of 2.3
times one-year forward book value per share (BVPS),
Nomura does not see a case for significant
outperformance compared to other private banks and
maintains a "neutral" rating with a target price of Rs
1,660.Meanwhile, Morgan Stanley, which has an
'Overweight' recommendation and a price target of Rs
1,900 per share, stated that HDFC Bank's volume
growth was expected to be soft due to seasonality in the
June quarter.

Need mechanism to tackle
fraud, market abuse

MUMBAI. Markets watchdog Sebi has asked
stockbrokers to put in place an institutional
mechanism by August 1, to help prevent and detect
frauds or market abuse so that the system can instill
confidence in the securities market.In a new circular
amending the extant master circular, invoking the
provisions of Chapter IVA of Sebi (stock brokers)
(Amendment) Regulations, 2024, the Securities and
Exchange Board (Sebi) on Thursday said the new
mechanism should be in place by August 1 for
qualified stock brokers.

The Sebi circular states that the new provisions will
come into force in a risk-based, staggered manner to
ensure smooth adoption by stockbrokers. Brokerages
will get sufficient time, based on their size, to make
necessary changes, it added.The new circular is an
update of the circular issued on May 22, 2024, for
stockbrokers, listing a range of issues like
registration, supervision and oversight, dealings with
their clients, default-related provisions and investor
grievance redressal mechanisms.The latest circular
asks stockbrokers to establish an institutional
mechanism to prevent and detect fraud or market
abuse, and invokes the provisions of Chapter IVA of
the stock brokers amendment regulations, 2024.The
other directions in the new mechanisms include
putting in place a system for surveillance of trading
activities and internal controls; listing out obligations
ofthe brokerages and their employees.

Budget 2024: Standard deduction
may be increased to Rs 1 lakh

The budget for 2018 reinstated a
Rs 40,000 standard deduction for
salaried individuals, which was
increased to Rs 50,000 in the
interim budget of 2019.

cBudget 2024 is just around the corner, and
there are many expectations and
speculations regarding the benefits
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
may announce for taxpayers under Modi
'3.0".0ne such anticipated benefit in the
upcoming budget is an increase in the
standard deduction limit, which experts
think is long due.The standard deduction
of Rs 40,000 per year for salaried
individuals was reintroduced in Budget
2018, replacing two earlier
deductions—travel allowance (Rs
19,200) and medical deduction (Rs
15,000) per annum.In the interim budget
0f' 2019, the standard deduction limit was

increased to Rs 50,000. However, there
has been a continuous demand to
increase this limit, as the combined total
of the replaced deductions was Rs
34,200. The current limit of Rs 50,000
offers only marginal additional savings
to taxpayers.

Read Full Budget 2024 Coverage

Whatis Standard Deduction?

The standard deduction is a flat deduction
available to individuals earning a salary.
Employees do not need to submit any
proof or documents to the employer or
IT Department to claim this deduction.

A standard deduction of up to Rs 50,000 per
year is allowed when computing income
chargeable under the head "salaries."
This deduction is available to all
employees, whether in the private or
government sector, regardless of the
amount of salary. Until FY 2022-23, the
standard deduction was available only
under the old regime.However, starting

deduction is allowed in thi .
from FY 2023-24, salaried taxpayers are geuctionIsarowed i s case

Rs 50,000 under the new tax regime.

The standard deduction is also available in
the case of income from a pension,
provided that the pension received is
chargeable under the head "Income from
Salaries" and not under "Income from
Other Sources."In other words, the
pension received by an individual after
retirement is chargeable under the head
"Income from Salaries," and the standard

However, if the pension is received by the

NEW DELHI.

also eligible for a standard deduction of

individual's dependents after their death,

it is considered family pension and is
chargeable under the head "Income
from Other Sources" in the hands of
the recipients. In this case, the
standard deduction is not allowed.
Will Standard Deduction be increased?
"The middle-class, especially the
salaried, are anticipating quite a few
tax reliefs in the upcoming interim
budget 2024. The Finance Act, 2018,
introduced a standard deduction from
salary of Rs 40,000. This was
increased to Rs 50,000 in 2019. It has
been almost five years since the standard
deduction was revised," said Rahul
Charkha, Partner, Economic Laws
Practice.He added that to bring parity
with businessmen and professionals, it is
expected that the salaried individuals be
provided a standard deduction for their
official expenses of an amount of at least
Rs 1,00,000 in 2024."The demand has
become louder after the standard
deduction was made a part of the new tax
regime last year," said Charkha.

Zomato suspends hyperlocal delivery Heatwaves hurt retai
service 'Xtreme' due to low demand

Zomato has
discontinued its 'Xtreme'
hyperlocal delivery service, citing
low demand, reported The
Economic Times.Launched in
October last year, the service
operated in most cities where
Zomato is active, utilising the
existing delivery fleet to transport
small packages for small and large
merchants, similar to services like
Porter. Zomato executive explained
that "Xtreme' was always intended as an
experiment."Many restaurants handle
their own deliveries and wanted the
same quality for their services. That
was why we started 'Xtreme'. But it was
always an experiment and could have
gone either way," the executive said.

The 'Xtreme' app has been removed
from the Google Play Store, and
Zomato has yet to officially comment
on the suspension.Zomato's entry into
hyperlocal delivery came at a
challenging time for competitors.
Dunzo, backed by Reliance Retail, was
facing difficulties, prompting Ola to
launch its own service, Ola Parcel, in

Bengaluru using electric two-
wheelers.In a related development,
Zomato has relaunched its
'Legends' service, which delivers
food from renowned restaurants in
one city to customers in other cities.
The revamped service now delivers
directly from the restaurants and
requires a minimum order of Rs
5,000. Customers can place orders
from different restaurants in a
single transaction.rrently available in
cities like Delhi-NCR and Bengaluru,
there are plans for further
expansion.'Legends' was first launched
in 2022 but later shifted to delivering
pre-stocked items from other cities for
faster delivery.Shares of Zomato were
trading 0.46% lower at Rs 206.35 at
12:24 pm.

ITR filing 2024: What happens if
you miss July 31 deadline

NEW DELHI. The last date for filing an

income tax return (ITR) for the
assessment year 2024-25 (FY24) is
July 31. Missing this deadline can have
serious consequences for taxpayers in
India, affecting their financial planning
and attracting legal repercussions.

Filing your ITR on time is a crucial duty,

but meeting the deadline can
sometimes be challenging. It's
important to understand the
consequences of missing the ITR filing
deadline to avoid issues such as
financial penalties and scrutiny by tax
authorities."Missing deadlines can lead
to consequences. If you fail to file your
ITR by the designated date, you might
be liable for a penalty under Section
234F of the Income Tax Act," said
Vikas Dahiya, Director at ALL India
ITR.However, the deadline for filing
ITR varies for different types of
taxpayers. Specific categories have
extended deadlines."Companies and
those who are required to get a tax audit
done: These require filing by October

31 of the AY. Transfer Pricing Cases:
The deadline for these cases is
November 30 of the AY," said Ritika
Nayyar, Partner, Singhania &
Co.Penalties for missing the ITR
deadlineFiling an income tax return
after the due date may result in
financial penalties and interest charges
as per Section 234A of the Income Tax
Act, depending on the delay and tax
liability. Additionally, Section 234F
imposes a late fee, which varies from
Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000 based on the
taxpayer's gross total
income.Moreover, filing an ITR late
restricts the ability to carry forward
specific types of losses. Business and
capital losses, except those related to
house property, cannot be carried
forward or offset against future income
if the return is submitted after the due
date."The opportunity to claim certain
deductions and exemptions may be
forfeited if the return is filed after the
original deadline. These deductions are
crucial for reducing taxable income
and optimising tax liabilities," added

Nayyar.Late filers might also face
increased scrutiny from tax authorities,
potentially leading to audits and further
enquiries. "It's best to file a belated
return to minimise potential penalties
and interest charges even if you don't
owe any tax," advised
Dahiya.Importance of filing ITR on
timeFiling your ITR on time helps in
avoiding financial penalties, interest
charges, and other complications.
Taxpayers who miss the deadline
should file their returns as soon as
possible to minimise the impact of any
penalties and interest charges.By
understanding the importance of timely
ITR filing and the consequences of
missing the deadline, taxpayers can
better manage their financial planning
and avoid legal issues. It is crucial to be
aware of the deadlines and ensure that
all necessary documents are prepared
well in advance to avoid last-minute
hassles.sing the July 31 deadline for
filing ITR can lead to several negative
consequences, including financial
penalties.

car sales in June
despite big discounts

NEW DELHI Retail sales of cars in India fell for
the second consecutive month in June as
heatwaves across the country deterred
customers from making purchases despite
substantial discounts, a dealers' body reported
on Friday.

Passenger vehicle sales dropped 6.8% year-on-
year in June, a steeper decline compared to the
1% dip in May, according to data from the
Federation of Automobile Dealers Association
(FADA), which tracks monthly retail sales
from dealers to buyers.Auto sales are
considered a key indicator of private
consumption in India. The auto industry
contributes 7% to the country's GDP, as per
government data.The intense heat in northern
India has reduced footfall at dealerships,
leading to fewer car purchases, especially
impacting small cars and electric vehicles.
Subdued retail demand also resulted in muted
wholesales for some carmakers.

Tata Motors attributed the decline to the impact
of the Indian elections and the weather.
Mahindra & Mabhindra also posted weaker-
than-expected overall June wholesale growth.

Analysts noted that concerns about how
government policies could affect people's
income might discourage consumers from
buying vehicles, thereby hurting automakers'
sales to dealerships.Despite these challenges,
the SUV portfolios of companies like Maruti
Suzuki benefitted from strong demand,
extending the record-high sales seen in the
financial year 2024."Despite improved product
availability and substantial discounts aimed at
stimulating demand, market sentiment remains
subdued due to extreme heat resulting in 15%
fewer walk-ins. Dealer feedback highlights
challenges such as low customer inquiries and
postponed purchase decisions,” said FADA
President Manish Raj Singhania in a statement.

Households face 'curry crisis’ as onion,

tomato

As of June 30, wholesale
onion prices surged hy
106% compared to the
previous year, while potato
prices rose by 96%.

NEW DELHI. Households across India
are feeling the pressure as prices of
essential kitchen staples like onions,
potatoes, and tomatoes continue to soar.

Official data revealed that the persistently
high prices are largely attributed to
reduced output last year, reported The
Hindustan Times.This has been
exacerbated by a hot and dry summer
since April, which strained supplies of
commonly consumed vegetables and
heightened demand for these
essentials.As of June 30, wholesale onion
prices surged by 106% compared to the
previous year, while potato prices rose by
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96%.Despite a 40% annual decline in
wholesale tomato prices, monthly figures
spiked by a staggering 112.39%.

Retail prices mirrored this trend, with
tomatoes reaching an average of Rs 55 per
kg by July 3, up from Rs 35 a month
earlier, as reported by the Consumer

in winter-sown onions in 2024.

Affairs ministry's price monitoring
division.Last year's irregular rainfall led
to a 20% drop in onion output,
compounded by a further 20% reduction

It may be noted that high temperatures and
depleting reservoir levels since April also

impacted seasonal vegetables like
okra, gourds, beans, cabbage, and
turnips, causing severe rotting and
driving prices higher.In its monthly
bulletin, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) highlighted that while headline
inflation softened in March-April, the
exceptionally hot summer and low
reservoir levels could stress summer
crop production.The RBI also
highlighted the need for careful
monitoring of rabi arrivals of pulses
and vegetables amid concerns that
fluctuating high food prices,
particularly in pulses and vegetables,
could hinder achieving the 4 percent
retail inflation target.

While consumer inflation in India
moderated to 4.75%, food inflation
remained elevated at 8.69%, as noted
in the RBI's Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) minutes released on

June 26.The central bank also flagged that

wholesale inflation in India surged to 2.61

percent, the highest in the past year,

primarily driven by escalating food
prices.

and potato prices skyrocket
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Pune teen, who killed 2 with Porsche,
submits 300-word essay on road safety

The minor driver

of the Pune car
crash that Kkilled
two techies
submitted a 300-

word essay on
road safety,
complying with
his bail
conditions.

New Delhi: The 17-year-old boy involved in

the fatal Pune Porsche crash that killed two
techies has submitted a 300-word essay on
road safety to the Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB), complying with his bail conditions, an
official said on Friday.He submitted the
essay to the JJB on Wednesday, the official
said news agency PTL.The teenager was
previously released from an observation
home after the Bombay High Court ruled his
detention illegal. Initially, following the
May 19 accident in Kalyani Nagar, the JJB
ordered him into the care of his parents and
assigned the essay as part of his bail.Police
allege the teen was driving a Porsche under
the influence of alcohol when he collided
with a two-wheeler, resulting in the deaths of
the two software engineers. Public outcry
erupted over his seemingly lenient bail
terms, prompting the police to request a
revision from the JJB. The board then sent
him to an observation home on May
22.However, the High Court ultimately

deemed his detainment unlawful and Meanwhile, on July 2, a Pune court granted

emphasised the proper enforcement of
juvenile justice laws, leading to his release.

bail to the father and grandfather of the
juvenile, who were accused of kidnapping

and wrongfully confining their family driver
and forcing him to take responsibility for the
crash.The boy's father, Vishal Agarwal, a
prominent builder, and his grandfather were
arrested in May and have been under judicial
custody since then. Since Agarwal was
arrested in a separate cheating case, he
remains behind bars, but the grandfather was
released.According to police, the teen's
father and grandfather allegedly kidnapped
their family driver hours after the crash,
wrongfully confined him at their bungalow,
and tried to force him to admit that he, and
not the juvenile, was behind the wheel when
the accident took place.Following the
accident, there were multiple attempts to
cover up the incident to save the minor boy,
including swapping his blood samples at the
hospital where he was brought for a sobriety
check. The accident and the subsequent
interference by his influential family led to a
massive uproar across the country, with
people calling for justice for the victims.

Delhi metro, Rail Vikas Nigam
unite for infrastructure
projects in India, overseas

New Delhi: The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
and Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to jointly serve
as a Project Service Provider for design, construction,
and consultancy services both in India and
overseas.This strategic partnership was cemented on
Thursday, with PK Garg, Director of Business

Development at DMRC, and Rajesh Prasad, Director of
Operations at RVNL, signing the MoU in the presence
of senior officials. DMRC stated that the collaboration
aims to leverage the combined expertise and resources
of both organisations to deliver complex infrastructure
projects more efficiently and effectively.

The MoU covers a wide range of projects, including metro
and railway systems, high-speed rail, highways, mega-
bridges, tunnels, institutional buildings, workshops,
depots, signal and telecommunication (S&T) works,
and railway electrification.This MoU represents a
proactive approach to meeting these needs by utilising
the strengths and capabilities of both DMRC and RVNL,
DMRC stated in the release.

How A Trip To Kashi 30 Years
Ago Convinced Sudha Murty To
Not Buy Sarees

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha MP and engineer-turned-
philanthropist Sudha Murty has revealed in an
interview that she has not bought a saree in 30 years.
The reason: a trip to Kashi (Varanasi). Sudha Murty,
wife of Infosys chairman Narayana Murthy, has often
been in the news for her simplicity despite her
immense wealth.In an interview with The Voice of
Fashion, Sudha Murty has shared: "It is said that when
you go to Kashi, you should give up something you
like very much. I used to love shopping, so my promise
to the Ganga was that I would give up shopping for this
lifetime."Ms Murty, 73, said in the interview that her
commitment to this promise is deeply rooted in her
upbringing as her parents and grandparents lived
frugal lives with minimal possessions.

When my mother passed away six years ago, it took us
just half an hour to give away the things in her
cupboard because she had just 8-10 sarees in it. When
my grandma passed away 32 years ago, she had just
four sarees. They travelled light on this earth, and since
that has been part of my upbringing, I found it easier to
adopta simpler life with fewer possessions," she said.

For over two decades, Ms Murty has been wearing sarees
gifted to her by her sisters, close friends, and
occasionally, the NGOs she works with. Among her
most cherished possessions, she said, are two hand-
embroidered sarees given to her by a group of women
whose lives she helped transform through her work
with the Infosys Foundation.While her sisters initially
gifted her a couple of sarees each year, Ms Murty
eventually found the growing collection cumbersome
to handle. "I told them enough of this gifting. I have too
much already," she said.

I've been wearing sarees for fifty years now and I always
make sure that I air them out after wearing, iron them,
and keep them away. [ don't wear my sarees so low that
they sweep the floor, so they don't get dirty and have
longer lives," she added.The Infosys Foundation
chairman, in her maiden speech in the Rajya Sabha
earlier this week, pitched for a government-sponsored
vaccination program to combat cervical cancer. Ms
Murty also called for the recognition of 57 domestic
tourist sites as World Heritage Sites.

New

Staring At Possible Defeat In State Polls, BJP-Led Kashi Vishwanath-like dome,
NDA Plans To Do A Madhya Pradesh In Maharashtra 9-star facilties: Inside Bhole

New Delhi:The BJP-led Mahayuti or
National Democratic Alliance in
Maharashtra consist of Shiv Sena-
Shinde and NCP-Ajit Pawar. The
party is probably staring at a possible
defeat in the upcoming state
assembly elections if the trends of the
Lok Sabha Elections hold for the
assembly polls as well. In the
recently concluded Lok Sabha polls,
the Mahayuti suffered a setback
against the Maha Vikas Aghadi or
INDIA bloc comprising of Congress,
Sena-UBT and NCP-Sharad Pawar.
In the 2019 polls, the NDA had
bagged 41 Lok Sabha seats out of the
total 48. However, in the recently
concluded polls, the NDA gotonly 17
seats. In the recently concluded
Mabharashtra Legislature Council
Elections for the four seats, the
Mahayuti and Maha Vikas Aghadi

bagged two seats each, thus showing
that the path ahead may not be easy
for the NDA. The Maharashtra
assembly has 288 seats and the
majority mark is 145. If the current
Lok Sabha trends are converted into
the assembly segment results, the
NDA is likely to win around 120
seats while the INDIA bloc may bag
160 seats. Thus, the BJP is very much
aware of the possible poll results and
is trying to do a Madhya Pradesh in
Maharashtra. In Madhya Pradesh, the
BJP recorded a landslide victory
riding on the popularity of the Ladali
Behan scheme under which women
get a monthly financial aid of Rs
1,250 per month. Now, the
Maharashtra government is planning
a similar scheme named ‘Ladki
Bahin' scheme for women under
which eligible women will be given

Rs 1,500 per month. Of a total 0f9.29
crore voters in Maharashtra, there are
4.46 crore women electors and a total
of 4.83 crore men. According to
official data, of the 4.46 crore women
voters, only 2.63 crore voted in the
general elections. The BJP wants to
tap this vote bank clubbed with the
Ladki Behan Yojana along with the
Central government's flagship
schemes like PM Awas and Ujjwala
Yojana.

Opposition's Reaction

NCP (SP) Lok Sabha member Supriya
Sule said that while it's a good
announcement, but this coming just
ahead of the polls shows it's another
election 'jumla' (gimmick). “As the
Maharashtra elections are hardly 2 to
3 months away, a shower of ‘jumlas'
was expected from the state
government,” the Baramati.

Enforcement Directorate raids in
four cities in Delhi Jal Board scam

Delhi:The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has carried out
search operations at multiple
locations in Delhi, Ahmedabad,
Mumbai, and Hyderabad in
connection with a money
laundering case linked to a scam
involving the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB).The central probe agency's
investigation, based on an FIR
filed by the Anti-Corruption
Branch (ACB) of the Delhi
government, alleges a scam worth Rs
1943 crore in the augmentation and
upgradation of 10 Sewage Treatment
Plants (STP) in the national
capital. The Enforcement Directorate
accuses a private company, Euroteck
Environmental Pvt. Ltd., and others
of colluding to secure tenders at
inflated rates, causing significant
losses to the exchequer.

The searches yielded cash amounting
to Rs 41 lakh, incriminating
documents, and digital evidence,
officials said.According to the case
details, four tenders, valued at Rs
1943 crore, were awarded to three
joint venture entities in October
2022. The ED has found that the
tenders were awarded at inflated
rates, and the costs adopted by DJB

were identical, despite the cost
ofupgradation being lesser than
augmentation.The
investigation has revealed that
all three joint ventures
submitted the same experience
certificate, issued from a
Taiwan project, to secure the
tenders. Further, all three joint
ventures subcontracted the
work to the Euroteck company,
based in Hyderabad.The
Enforcement Directorate has also
claimed that bribe money from the
DJB scam was channelled into AAP
as election funds. The agency had
summoned Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal for questioning in the case,
but he did not depose before it.The
central agency is probing the role of
DIJB officials, the joint ventures, and
Euroteck in the alleged scam.

Baba's Kanpur ashram

New Delhi:As the police intensify its probe into
the Hathras stampede, in which 121 people died,
the luxurious lifestyle and details of the
properties of the godman, Bhole Baba aka
Narayan Saakar Hari or Suraj Pal, at the centre of
the tragedy are coming to light. Among the
several ashrams in Uttar Pradesh of Bhole Baba,
a lavish mansion built on six bighas of land in
Kasui village in Kanpur's Bidhnu area has
grabbed attention.The ashram, located around 25
km from Kanpur city, has massive gates and three
domes modelled on Varanasi's famous Kashi
Vishwanath temple. The gates have intricate
carvings and unique designs.

India Today found that a few sevadars of Bhole
Baba reside in the Kanpur ashram and are
responsible for its maintenance.Outside the
ashram there is a big picture of Bhole Baba and
his wife Devi Maa decorated with flowers.
Religious quotes are written outside the gate to
attract people.Inside the ashram premises, there
is a huge garden where vegetables and flowers
are grown. A cow shed is also there.The facilities
inside the ashram are no less than those available
at a five-star resort. All rooms have air
conditioners, while huge coolers and fans are
placed on the balconies.At the centre of the
ashram is a luxurious 'Satsang Bhawan' where
religious gatherings are held. Big coolers and
speakers have been installed in the hall, whose
walls have unique decorations.One of the
sevadar inside the ashram said Bhole Baba was
not biological but an incarnation of God. "Many
devotees have seen Baba's miracles. The soil
over which Bhole Baba walks is very
auspicious... all diseases are cured by touching
it," he said.In fact, the stampede in Hathras
occurred as followers rushed towards Bhole
Baba to collect his "charan raj", the soil around
his feet, after the satsangAt Kasui village, people
said Bhole Baba was not an incarnation but a
fraud. "He had made the ashram by fooling
people and grabbing their land. If Baba is an
incarnation or God, then he should bring back to
life the innocent people who were killed in
Hathras," one villager said. The villagers said that
because of the ashram, they were unable to move
their animals around. "We are stopped everyday
by the ashram's guards while we take out our
animals for grazing," another villager said.

Delhi to see wet weekend, 21 lakh affected
in Assam floods as rivers overflow

The flood situation in
Assam remains
critical, affecting
nearly 21 lakh people
across 29 districts.

Delhi and other north

Indian states are also

set to witness showers

over the weekend.

New Delhi: Moderate rain is expected to
lash the Delhi-NCR region and heavy
rain in the northeastern states, even as the
severe flood situation in Assam remains
critical.he India Meteorological
Department has predicted moderate to

heavy rainfall in most areas in Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, and
Rajasthan. Himachal Pradesh is likely to
receive heavy showers.The situation
remains grim in Assam, with nearly 21
lakh people affected in 29 districts.
Major rivers, including the
Brahmaputra and its tributaries, are
flowing above danger levels, causing
widespread inundation of agricultural
land and submerging villages in
Assam.

Other parts of Northeast India are also
reeling under the impact of heavy
rainfall, with landslides occurring in ]
Manipur, Mizoram, and Arunachal
Pradesh.According to the IMD, heavy
rainfall in northwest and northeast
India over the past few days has reduced
the overall monsoon precipitation deficit
in the country from 11% on June 30 to just
3% on Thursday.

ASSAM SITUATION
GRIM

The death toll from floods and landslides

REMAINS

has risen to 62, according to the latest
estimates by the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority (ASDMA).A
staggering 21,13,204 people have been

relief camps set up by the authorities.
Additionally, relief materials have been
distributed to over 7,24,322 people who
haven't evacuated their homes.

affected across the state. The worst-hit An alert has been issued in Kamrup

o
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districts include Dhubri, with 6,48,806
affected people, followed by Darrang
(1,90,261), Cachar (1,45,926), Barpeta
(1,31,041), and Golaghat (1,08,594),
according to the government
agency.Relief efforts are underway to
support the displaced population. Nearly
39,338 people have taken refuge in 698

Metropolitan district, where the
Brahmaputra, Digaru, and Kollong
rivers are overflowing, submerging
vast areas of land.The Brahmaputra
River and its tributaries remain a cause
for concern as they continue to flow
above danger levels at multiple points.
Additionally, the Barak River and its
tributaries pose a significant threat to
nearby communities.

The situation in Arunachal Pradesh is
expected to improve with rainfall
subsiding. Over 60,000 people were

affected across many districts, and
landslides have snapped communication
lines in seven districts. The IMD has
predicted isolated heavy rain in the state
on July 5.Heavy rain is expected to
continue in Manipur and Meghalaya as
well.
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Biden says he needs more sleep,
won't attend events after 8 pm:
Report

world. In a candid admission of fatigue, US President
Joe Biden told a gathering of Democratic governors
that he needs to get more sleep and work fewer hours,
including not scheduling events after 8 pm.According
to the New York Times, the revelation came during a
meeting aimed at reassuring over two dozen crucial
supporters of his continued commitment to his role
and readiness to engage in a vigorous campaign
against Republican rival Donald Trump.The 81-year-
old President's remarks about needing more rest
indicated that he was aware of mounting concerns
regarding his more frequent and noticeable slips in
recent months. His faltering performance at last
month’s presidential debate was roundly panned by
critics and triggered panic among DemocratsDespite
these concerns, Biden said he was determined to stay
in the presidential race during his meeting with
governors, some physically present at the White
House while others joined virtually.

Citing sources, the report stated that Biden attributed his
recent performance issues to his extensive
international travels leading up to the debate, which
the White House as well as his allies have cited as the
reason for his halting performance.lnitially, his
campaign blamed a cold, but the President
acknowledged pushing himself too hard and
disregarding advice on his schedule, and said he
needed a lighter workload and more rest, particularly
avoiding late-night events.During the meeting, Biden
made a joke about his health, saying, "I'm fine — I
don't know about my brain, though." His campaign
chair, Jen O'Malley Dillon, later clarified that he was
"clearly making a joke".espite some governors'
private concerns about Biden continuing his
campaign, none directly suggested that he should drop
out of the race, as per the report. However, on another
occasion, Biden has reportedly acknowledged to
allies that he knows he may not be able to save his
candidacy for a second term if he can't demonstrate his
abilities to voters following the debate.

39 passengers fall ill after gas leak

at Malaysia's Kuala Lumpur airport

Kuala Lumpur, Around 39 people at Malaysia's Kuala
Lumpur international airport fell ill on Thursday after a
gas leak at an aircraft engineering facility, but no
passengers were affected and there were no flight
disruptions, the fire department said.The Selangor
state fire department said it received an emergency call
regarding a chemical leak at the Southern Support
Zone Sepang Aircraft Engineering facility at 11.23 am
(local time) and dispatched its personnel along with a
hazardous materials team.The engineering facility is
separate to the passenger terminal and those affected
by the gas worked for three companies operating there,
the fire department said in a statement.Thirty nine
people complained of dizziness and nausea, with 14
sent to the air disaster unit to receive treatment while
one was hospitalised, the department said.

There was no wider risk to public safety, it added.

The chemical was later identified as methyl mercaptan,
added to liquefied petroleum gas as an odorant, coming
from an unused tank at the facility, the department said.

The leak was being patched up, and the tank would be
dismantled and disposed of, it said.

Pak to ban social media for 6 days
to control 'hate material' during
Ramadan

After successfully blocking X (formerly Twitter), for over
four months, the Pakistan government is now set to ban
all social media platforms - YouTube, WhatsApp,
Facebook, Instagram and TikTok - for six days from
July 13 to 18, citing the need to control "hate material”
during the Islamic month of Ramadan.

Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz's cabinet committee on
law and order has recommended banning of all social
media platforms - YouTube, X, WhatsApp, Facebook,
Instagram, and TikTok, among others - during 6 to 11
Muharram (July 13-18) in Punjab, a province of over
120 million people, to "control hate material,
misinformation to avoid sectarian violence", according
to a Punjab government notification issued in Lahore
late Thursday night.The Punjab government of Maryam
Nawaz has requested her uncle Shehbaz Sharif's
government at the Centre to notify the suspension of all
social media platforms on the internet for six days (July

13-18).Pakistan Army Chief Gen Asim Munir has
already declared social media a "vicious media" and
underscored the need to fight what he called "digital
terrorism".

Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, who also
holds the portfolio of foreign minister, recently called
for placing a complete ban on social media.

The Shehbaz government had shut down X last February
following allegations of change of general election
results by the Election Commission of Pakistan,
apparently on the order of the military establishment to
stop Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf's jailed founder Imran
Khan from coming to power.Both the military and the
government were receiving backlash on social media
since the ouster of former prime minister Imran Khan
through a no-confidence motion in April 2022.

The government has arrested dozens of social media
activists of Khan's party since then.
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UK’s Labour set to sweep into power
with huge majority, exit poll shows
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London Keir Starmer will be the next Prime

Minister of UK with his Labour Party set
to win a massive majority in a
parliamentary election, an exit poll on
Thursday indicated, forecasting Rishi
Sunak's Conservatives would suffer
historic losses.Centre-left Labour was on
course to capture 410 of the 650 seats in
parliament, an astonishing reversal of
fortunes from five years ago when it
suffered its worst performance since 1935.
The result would give Labour a majority
of 170 and would bring the curtain down
on 14 years of increasingly tumultuous
Conservative-led government."To
everyone who has campaigned for Labour
in this election, to everyone who voted for
us and put their trust in our changed
Labour Party - thank you," Starmer said
on X.Sunak's party were forecast to only
win 131 seats, the worst electoral
performance in its history, as voters
punished them for a cost-of-living crisis,
and years of instability and in-fighting
which has seen five different prime
ministers since the Brexit vote of
2016.The centrist Liberal Democrats
were predicted to capture 61 seats while
the right-wing populist Reform UK party,

Who is Keir Starmer, the next British Prime

headed by Brexit campaigner Nigel
Farage who had pledged to destroy the

Conservative party, was forecast to win

13.The prediction for Reform was far
better than expected, and the party
comfortably took second place behind
Labour in the first two seats to declare
their results, pushing the Conservatives
into third place.Much of the damage to #
the Conservative Party tonight is being &
done by Reform, even if it is the Labour
Party that proves to be the beneficiary,"
John Curtice, Britain's most respected
pollster told the BBC. However, the exit
poll suggests overall British voters have
shifted support to the centre-left, unlike in
France where Marine Le Pen's far-right
National Rally party made historic gains
in an election last Sunday.It was not just
the Conservatives whose vote was
predicted to have collapsed. The pro-
independence Scottish National Party
was forecast to win only 10 seats, its worst
showing since 2010, after a period of
turmoil which has seen two leaders quit in
little over a yearIn the last six UK
elections, only one exit poll has got the
outcome wrong. Official results will
follow over the next few hours. "If this

exit poll is correct, then this is a historic
defeat for the Conservative Party, one of
the most resilient forces that have we have
seen in British political history," Keiran
Pedley, research director at Ipsos, which
carried out the exit poll, told Reuters."It
looked like the Conservatives were going
to be in power for 10 years and it has all
fallen apart."

Sunak 'fall guy’
Sunak stunned Westminster and many in his

own party by calling the election earlier
than he needed to in May with the
Conservatives trailing Labour by some 20
points in opinion polls. He had hoped that
the gap would narrow as had traditionally
been the case in British elections, but the
deficit has failed to budge in a fairly

Minister as Labour wins UK elections

World Keir Starmer will become

Britain's next Prime Minister on Friday
as his Labour Party won a massive
majority in the UK's parliamentary
election. Rishi Sunak conceded defeat
in the national election on Friday.

Earlier today, centre-left Labour was on

course to capture 410 of the 650 seats
in parliament, an astonishing reversal
of fortunes from five years ago when it
suffered its worst performance since
1935.The result brought the curtain
down on 14 years of increasingly
tumultuous Conservative-led
government.

WHO ISKEIR STARMER
UK Labour leader Keir Starmer is an ex-

human rights lawyer and public
prosecutor who will have to focus his
relentless work ethic and methodical
mind on fixing the country.As Sunak
conceded his defeat, 61-year-old
Starmer will be the oldest person to
become British Prime Minister in
almost half a century -- and comes just
nine years since he was first elected to
parliament.In 2003, he began moving
towards the establishment, shocking
colleagues and friends, first with a job
ensuring police in Northern Ireland
complied with human rights legislation.

Putin: Trump ‘sincerely’ wants to end War in Ukraine

World President Vladimir Putin said

Russia takes seriously statements by
Donald Trump that he has proposals to
end the war in Ukraine quickly.

“I’'m not familiar with his possible

proposals on how he intends to do this,
and that is, of course, the key
question,” Putin told a news
conference Thursday in Astana,
Kazakhstan, where he attended a
summit of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization. “But I have no doubt that
he says this sincerely, and we will
support it.”’He spoke a day after
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy told Bloomberg TV in an
interview that Trump “should tell us
today” what his plans for ending the
war would be if he wins November’s
US presidential election. Zelenskiy
warned that any proposal must avoid

Five years later, he was appointed
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director of public prosecutions (DPP)
for England and Wales when Labour's
Gordon Brown was Prime
Minister.Between 2008 and 2013,
Starmer oversaw the prosecution of
MPs for abusing their expenses,
journalists for phone-hacking, and
young rioters involved in unrest across
England.He was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth II, but rarely uses the prefix
"Sir", and in 2015 was elected as a
member of Parliament, representing a
seat in left-leaning north London.Just
weeks before he was elected, his
mother died of a rare disease of the
joints that had left her unable to walk
for many years.In 2020, Keir Starmer
was elected to lead Britain's Labour
Party, right after the party suffered its

violating Ukraine’s sovereignty. Putin
told reporters that he saw some of last
week’s election debate between Trump
and Joe Biden but declined to comment
onit. President Biden is facing growing
pressure to drop his reelection bid
following criticism of his poor
performance in the debate.Trump
hasn’t explained how he believes he’ll
bring an end to the war that’s now in its
third year. Politico reported this week
that he’s considering a deal with Russia
under which NATO would commit not
to expand further east, including to
Ukraine and Georgia, citing two
national security experts aligned with
the former president.Putin said last
month that Ukraine had to pull out of
four eastern regions partly occupied by
Russian forces as a condition for peace
talks. Under his terms, immediately
rejected by Kyiv and its US and

said

years.tarmer and Labour have also,
indisputably, capitalised on years of
economic pain and political chaos
under the Conservative Party, who
look set to have their parliamentary
majority eviscerated.
PERSONALLIFE

Rodney Starmer was raised in a
cramped, pebble-dashed semi-
detached house on the outskirts of
London by a seriously ill mother and an
emotionally distant father.He had three
siblings, one of whom had learning
difficulties. His parents were animal
lovers who rescued donkeys.A talented
musician, Starmer had violin lessons at
school with Norman Cook, the former
Housemartins bassist who became DJ
Fatboy Slim.After legal studies at the
universities of Leeds and Oxford,
Starmer turned his attention to leftist
causes, defending trade unions, anti-
McDonald's activists and death row
inmates abroad.He is friends with
human rights lawyer Amal Clooney
from their time together at the same
legal practice and once recounted a
boozy lunch he had with her and her
Hollywood actor husband George.

European allies, Ukraine would also
have to rule out ever joining the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.Putin

declare a halt to fighting before
Ukraine agrees to take “irreversible”
steps demanded by Moscow, without
specifying what those would be.A
cease-fire without reaching such
agreements is impossible,” he said.

The Russian president also ruled out a
resumption of talks with the US on
strategic stability until after the
election. Russia must first “understand
the moods and preferences of the future
administration,” Putin said.Separately,
European Union foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell said it would be “very
difficult to continue arming Ukraine”
without US support.“Will Europeans
be able to continue supporting Ukraine
militarily even if the US doesn.

on September 2, 1962, Keir

in Astana that Russia won’t

disastrous campaign.It started badly
with him getting drenched by rain
outside Downing Street as he
announced the vote, before aides and
Conservative candidates became
caught up in a gambling scandal over
suspicious bets placed on the date of the
election.unak's early departure from D-
Day commemorative events in France
to do a TV interview angered veterans,
and even those within his own party said
it raised questions about his political
acumen.If the exit poll proves right, it
represents an incredible turnaround for
Starmer and Labour, which critics and
supporters said was facing an existential
crisis just three years ago when it
appeared to have lost its way after its 2019
drubbing. But a series of scandals - most
notably revelations of parties in Downing
Street during COVID lockdowns -
undermined then prime minister Boris
Johnson and its commanding poll leads
evaporated.Liz Truss' disastrous six-week
premiership, which followed Johnson
being forced out at the end of 2022,
cemented the decline, and Sunak was
unable to make any dent in Labour's now
commanding poll lead.

Rishi Sunak concedes to

Keir Starmer in UK

elections: | am sorry

worst general election defeat in 85 4114, UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak conceded
defeat to Labour Party leader Keir Starmer as the
Conservatives headed towards a historic defeat in
the elections. Starmer is on track to become the
next UK Prime Minister as trends showed the
Labour Party crossing the majority mark in the
House of Commons.Rishi Sunak said the British
people had delivered a "sobering verdict" and
there was a lot to learn and reflect on."The British
people have delivered a sobering verdict tonight...
and I take responsibility for the loss," Sunak, the
UK's first prime minister of colour, said."The
Labour Party has won this general election, and I
have called Keir Starmer to congratulate him on
his victory," he further said.

While eight Conservative cabinet ministers lost
their seats, Sunak held on to his constituency of
Richmond and Northallerton in northern England,
bagging 47.5% ofthe votes.

"To the many good, hard-working Conservative
candidates who lost tonight, despite their tireless
efforts, their local records and delivery, and their
dedication to their communities. I am sorry,"
Sunak said.Rishi Sunak took over as Prime
Minister in 2022 after his predecessor, Liz Truss,
stepped down after just 45 days in office.After
having ruled for 14 years, the Conservative Party
faced headwinds over a host of issues, especially
its handling of the economy following a
tumultuous exit from the European Union.

A cost of living crisis, with inflation reaching
11.1%1in 2022, is believed to have cost the Tories.

The voters were also frustrated by the government's
mismanagement of the Covid-19 pandemic and
the healthcare system, opinion polls had revealed.

Meanwhile, addressing reporters in central London,
Keir Starmer said the task of the incoming Labour
government would be "nothing less than
renewing the ideas that hold our country together".

"We have to return politics to public service... a
burden has finally been removed from the
shoulders of this great nation," Starmer said.

Pakistan to host SCO Summit in October,
India, other member states to he invited

« A federal judge has temporarily
blocked enforcement of a new
Biden administration rule
holstering health care protections
for LGBTQ people, handing a
preliminary legal victory to more
than a dozen Republican-led states
that challenged it in court.

Islamabad. Pakistan on Thursday said it
would host the SCO Heads of
Government meeting in October and
invite all heads of government of the
member states of the grouping.Foreign
Office spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said at the weekly press briefing
that Pakistan, as the rotating
Chairmanship of the SCO Council of
Heads of Government (CHG), would host
the SCO Heads of Governments Meeting
in October this year.hen asked if Pakistan
would extend an invitation to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to visit and
attend the Summit in Pakistan, Baloch

replied, "The chairmanship belongs to She said Pakistan categorically rejects the
baseless assertions made about Pakistan
in the recent report on religious freedom
released by the US Department of State
and as a matter of principle, Pakistan

Pakistan, so in our capacity as the chair,
we will be extending invitations to all
Heads of Government of SCO member
states"."This conference will take place in
person, and we hope and expect
that all members of SCO will be
represented at the Heads of
Governments Meeting being
held in October", she said.

She added the October summit
will be preceded by a
Ministerial meeting and several
rounds of Senior Officials
meetings, focusing on the
financial, economic, socio-
cultural and humanitarian
cooperation among the SCO
member states.Baloch also said
that Pakistan would not become a part of
any bloc in international politics as it
believed in having good ties with all
countries."I would first like to clarify that
Pakistan has repeatedly said that we are
not part of any bloc. We do not believe in
bloc politics. We believe in good relations
with all countries on the basis of mutual
respect, mutual confidence and non-
interference in each other's domestic
affairs", she said.

opposes such unilateral reports that make
observations on the internal affairs of
sovereign states."We believe that
International Religious Freedom cannot
be viewed from the lens of any single
country’s social and legal perspective", it
said.It said unilateral reports assessing
other countries' human rights situations
are not free from political bias and present
an incomplete and distorted picture and
the methodology adopted in preparing
these reports and the mandate and

expertise of its authors are not transparent.

"We strongly believe that each State itself
has the primary responsibility to promote
and protect the religious rights and
freedoms of its nationals", she said,

adding that Pakistani citizens are

entitled to the freedom of religion
and belief under the law and as
enshrined in Pakistan’s
constitution.She said that during the
visit of Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif to Tajikistan this week, the

two sides signed the Pakistan-

Tajikistan Strategic Partnership

Agreement, which would be based

on five pillars of bilateral

cooperation, including political,

trade and investment, energy and

connectivity, security and defence,
and people-to-people contacts.It will
include structured high-level dialogue at
the leadership and Foreign Ministers’
level.

She termed the UN group report on Imran
Khan as unwarranted and said, "I would
like to underline that a report on any
particular case is unwarranted when it
lacks objectivity and is based on an
incomplete and inaccurate understanding
of Pakistan's legal and judicial system".
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Wimbledon 2024, Day 5 Order
Of Play: Alcaraz, Sinner and
Gauff in action

New Delhi. Carlos Alcaraz, Jannik Sinner
and Coco Gauff will be some of the big
names in action on July 5, Friday as the
Wimbledon 2024 moves on to its Sth day.
Alcaraz, who is seeded No.3, will face a
stern test in the form of Frances Tiafoe
while Sinner will be facing Serbia's Miomir
Kecmanovic in the third round of the men's
singles. Emma Raducanu, who has had a
fine run so far, will be taking on the 9th seed
Maria Sakkari in the third round of the
women's singles.

The No.2 seed Coco Gauff will be looking to
end the fairytale run of Sonay Kartal on
Court 1 on Friday while Dannil Medvedev
takes on Jan-Lennard Struff in Court No.2.
Paula Badosa, Madison Keys and Ben
Shelton are some of the other stars in action
on Friday.

Wimbledon 2024: 1ga Swiatek,
Alexander Zverev and Rybakina
advance to third round

London Fourth seed Alexander Zverev
stepped up his bid for an elusive Grand Slam
title by thumping American Marcos Giron 6-
2 6-1 6-4 on Thursday to reach the
Wimbledon third round, where he will face
Briton Cameron Norrie.The 2020 U.S. Open
runner-up who lost again in a major final at
the French Open last month, underlined his
credentials for grasscourt success by
breezing through the first set on the back of
two breaks and tightening his grip early in
the next.After building a 5-1 lead with some
outstanding tennis, the 27-year-old clawed
his way from 0-40 down to break Giron again
and wrapped up the second set when the
unseeded American produced a double
fault.Zverev, looking to become only the
third German to win the Wimbledon title in
the professional era and emulate Boris
Becker and Michael Stich, faced a lot more
resistance in the third but closed out the
match when Giron sent a shot long.

Ready to battle even in the first rounds: Iga
Swiatek

Meanwhile, Iga Swiatek produced a more
assured display to reach the third round
beating Petra Martic. Top seed Swiatek,
fresh from her Roland Garros success, had
no trouble as she powered past Croatian
Martic 6-4 6-3 to remain on cours for her
maiden Wimbledon triumph.I'm happy to
play in a solid way," said Swiatek, who has
now reached at least the third round in 18
consecutive Grand Slam tournaments.

"It's not like I'm going in the first rounds of
Grand Slams knowing that I should win or I
should take it for granted. I'm ready to battle
even in the first rounds.

"I'm happy that I'm consistent, for sure."

022 champion Elena Rybakina also endured a
mid-match blip to get past Laura Siegemund
6-33-66-3.

Team India's iconic 'Vande

Mataram' victory lap at
Wankhede

NEWDELHI. The entire nation welcomed
the Indian cricket team with fervour as they
returned from Barbados following a historic
T20 World Cup 2024 triumph. The
festivities continued throughout the nation
on Thursday, July 4 as the Men in Blue were
hosted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for a special breakfast meet followed by an
open bus victory parade in Mumbai.The
World Champions were also felicitated at
the Wankhede Stadium in front of 33,000
people who joined in to celebrate their
historic triumph. During the event, Rohit
Sharma’s men did a victory lap for the fans
singing the patriotic song ‘Vande Mataram’
by AR Rahman.The moment has become an
instant hit on social media as fans couldn’t
control their excitement seeing their
favourite stars over the moon and flaunting
the World Cup trophy along with the
national tricolour.In the viral video Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Hardik Pandya,
Jasprit Bumrah and the rest of the team
members can be seen passionately singing
‘Vande Mataram’ song bringing the crowd
to their feet. The video guaranteed to give
‘goosebumps’ to Indians has got over two
million views so far on the social media
platform X. The video also captures a rather
hilarious moment when a fan throws a shirt
towards Hardik Pandya in excitement
leaving Bumrah in splits.

R Ashwin expresses his emotions seeing team
India's celebrations: 'Proud of Champions’

Star India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
expressed his emotions seeing

nationwide celebrations for

the Indian team following their

120 World Cup 2024 victory.

New Delhi.
Ravichandran Ashwin let his emotions out
as team India got a hero’s welcome upon
their arrival back home following their T20
World Cup 2024 victory. The Men in Blue

landed in Delhi on Thursday, July 4 after

flying from Barbados in a special chartered
flight. The World Champions got a rousing
reception from fans both at the airport and
the team hotel. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hosted the entire team for a special
breakfast meet following which they
travelled to Mumbai for an open bus
victory parade.

Seeing team India’s rapturous reception by
the fans, Ashwin stated that the moments

Veteran India off-spinner

have filled his heart and he’s extremely
proud of the champions.“Watching all the
videos and pictures from the celebrations
yesterday in Mumbai just fills my heart.
This nation has given and continues to give

so much to the sport. Once again so proud
of the champions,” wrote Ashwin on his X
account.Notably, a huge number of fans
were gathered to witness team India’s
victory parade in Mumbai. People from all

Martinez saves Messi's blushes as Argentina
beat Ecuador on penalties to reach semis

New Delhi. Argentina secured a spot in the
Copa America semi-finals after a thrilling
4-2 penalty shootout victory against
Ecuador on Thursday, following a 1-1
draw in regulation time. Goalkeeper Emi
Martinez was the hero of the shootout,
making two crucial saves to ensure the
defending champions progressed.

The match saw Lisandro Martinez give
Argentina the lead in the 35th minute,
heading in his first international goal from
an Alexis Mac Allister flick-on. Argentina
controlled possession early, but Ecuador
created the first significant chance when
Jeremy Sarmiento forced Martinez into a
save from a tight angle. Ecuador increased
the pressure in the second half and nearly
equalized when a corner deflected onto
Rodrigo De Paul's hand, resulting in a
penalty. Enner Valencia, Ecuador's captain

and top scorer, hit the post with his
attempt, and Argentina's Cristian Romero
blocked the rebound.In stoppage time,
Ecuador found their equaliser. John
Yeboah delivered a perfect cross, and
Kevin Rodriguez headed past Martinez in
the 91st minute, leveling the score at 1-1
and sending the match to penalties, as
there is no extra time in Copa America

knockout games apart from the final.
Messi misses penalty
Lionel Messi, despite injury concerns,
started the game and set a record for
most minutes played in the
tournament's history. However, he
clipped the crossbar with Argentina's
first penalty in the shootout. Emi
Martinez then made two crucial
saves, denying Angel Mena and Alan
Minda. Nicolas Otamendi sealed the
victory with the decisive penalty,
setting up a semi-final clash against either
Venezuela or Canada.Martinez's jubilant
reaction following his saves was a
highlight, as he celebrated with the crowd,
lifting Argentina into the next
round.Argentina will now wait for the
winner of the Canada vs Venezuela match
for the semi-final clash on July 9.

Virat Kohli leaves for London after World
Cup triumph celebrations in Mumbai

NEW DELHI. Star India batter Virat Kohli
left for London late night in Mumbai after
attending team India’s T20 World Cup
victory celebrations on Thursday, July 6.
Notably, the Indian Cricket Team returned
from Barbados via a chartered flight after
being stranded in the country for three days
due to Hurrican Beryl.

After long delay, the Men in Blue finally
landed in Delhi and were given a rousing
reception on their welcome. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hosted them for a special
breakfast meet as he got involved in a light-
hearted conversations with all the team
members. Following that, the entire team
travelled to Mumbai for a special road show
where they posed with the trophy for a
swarm of fans gathered to see their favourite
stars up close.Rohit Sharma’s men were also
felicitated by the BCCI (Board of Control
for Cricket in India) at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai where they brought the
crowd to their feet with their dance moves

and by singing the patriotic song Vande
Mataram by AR Rahman.Despite enduring
tiring day being involved in the celebrations,
Kohli reportedly took the flight to London to
be with his family. His Bollywood actor wife
Anushka Sharma is reportedly in UK along
with their two children Vamika and Akaay.
Anushka was spotted at the Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium in New York
for the iconic India vs Pakistan game of the
T20 World Cup but was never seen again
attending matches in the tournament.Kohli

finds form in the big finalMeanwhile,
after struggling to score runs
throughout the tournament, Kohli was
adjudged Player of the Match in the
final of the tournament for his match-
winning knock of 76 (59). Heading into
the final, the 35-year-old wasn’t in the
best of forms, opening the innings for
the first time in the tournament’s
history scoring just 75 runs in the first
seven matches.However, once the team
desperately needed his services in the
all-important final after reeling at 34/3 in 4.3
overs, Kohli performed at his vintage best
and took them to a good score of 176/7 in
their 20 overs.In reply, South Africa looked
cruising towards a win needing just 30 runs
off the last five overs. With the game
slipping away, Indian seamers turned the
match on its head with their tight bowling
and eventually won the match by seven runs
to help the team clinch their second T20
World Cup Trophy.

over the city thronged to Marine Drive
to get an up-close look of their
favourite stars which reminded people
of Argentina’s celebrations after their
FIFA World Cup 2022 win.

A % Indianteamrejoicedin celebrations
. | The entire Indian team looked ecstatic

while posing with the World Cup
Trophy on the team bus one by one,
making the crowd go wild. In a
heartwarming moment, Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma also held the trophy
together raising it for the fans who
stood through thick and thin with the
Indian team when they failed to gift
them a major title in the past 11
years.Before the recent T20 World Cup
win, India’s last ICC Trophy victory
came in 2013 when MS Dhoni led a
young side to Champions Trophy
triumph in England. Since then, the
team qualified for the knockout stages
of all the ICC events apart from the T20
World Cup 2022 but failed to clinch the
title losing five finals in the process.
However, the drought ended finally as
India beat South Africa in the final of T20
World Cup 2024 in Barbados.

2024 win more special than
2007 as | was leading the
team: Rohit Sharma

New Delhi. India captain Rohit Sharma has

called his team’s 2024 T20 World Cup
triumph more special than his 2007 victory as
a player, as he was leading the team. Notably,
the Men in Blue finally returned home on
Thursday, July 4 after winning the World Cup
by beating South Africa in the final.

Special arrangements were made both in Delhi

and Mumbai for the team as fans gave a
rousing reception to the World Champions
upon their arrival. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hosted the players for a breakfast meet.
A special open-roof bus road show was also
organized by the BCCI (Board of Control for
Cricket in India) for the fans in Mumbeai to see

their favourite stars up close.In a video
released by the BCCI capturing the emotions
of the fans and players in during the
roadshow, captain Rohit is seen reminiscing
about his first T20 World Cup win as a player
in 2007. However, he calls the 2024 victory a
bit more special for him as he was leading the
team. The Indian skipper also expressed
delight to be able to bring a smile to the faces
of the entire nation with their win.“2007 was a
different feeling, we started off in the
afternoon and this is in the evening. I cannot
forget 2007 as it was my first World Cup. This
is little more special because I was leading the
team so it’s a very proud moment for me. This
is going to be mad. You can make out the
excitement and it shows how much it means
not just to us but also to the entire nation. It
means a lot. So, [ am very happy that we could
achieve something like this for them as well,”
said Rohitinavideo released by BCCI.

Mumbai comes out in large numbers to

salute World Champions

The Indian team was also felicitated at the

Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai where both
Rohit and star batter Virat Kohli shared their
emotions on the joyous occasion.

Lionel Messi's paneka penalty goes
horribly wrong during Copa America 2024

«Messi missed the first penalty

for Argentina in the shootout

«Martinez was the hero as

Argentina won the shootout 4-

before Kevin Rodriguez forced the game
into penalties with his goal in stoppage
time. Since there is no extra time in Copa
America this year, Messi was given the
job to take the first penalty of the night.
The Argentina skipper stepped up and
tried an audacious attempt to put the ball
into the back of the net.

However, the shot went on to clip the top of

the crossbar and went over as the
Ecuador goalkeeper had already gone the
wrong way. You can check the video
below:

Watch the video here: 2
Fans fill Marine Drive in Victory Parade -
Notably, a huge number of fans were gathered

«Argentina face Venezuela or

to witness team India’s victory parade in
Mumbai. People from all over the city
thronged to Marine Drive to get an up-close
look of their favourite stars who finally won
an ICC Trophy after 11 years.The entire
team looked ecstatic while posing with the
World Cup Trophy on the team bus one by
one, making the crowd go wild. In a
heartwarming moment, Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma also held the trophy together
raising it for the fans who stood through
thick and thin with the Indian team when
they failed to gift them a major title in the
past 11 years.

Canada in the semi-final

NEW DELHI. Argentina captain Lionel
Messi had a moment to forget during the
quarterfinal against Ecuador as his attempt
at a paneka penalty went horribly wrong on
July 4, Thursday. The match between both
teams was forced into a penalty shootout
after the game had ended 1-1 at the NRG
stadium in Texas. Messi, who has been
struggling with injuries during the

game when his corner was flicked on by
Alexis Mac Allister and onto the path of
Lisandro Martinez, who made no mistake.

tournament, setup the opening goal in the Ecuador turned on the heat on the World

Champions in the second half and had a

Emi Martinez saves the day for Messi and
Argentinaln the end, Messi's miss didn't
come back to haunt Argentina as Emi
Martinez came in to save the day.
Martinez, who was the shootout hero in
the final of the Qatar World Cup, saved
Ecuador's first penalty attempt from
Mena. He would then save the second
one from Alan Minda as Argentina took
the lead in the shootout.

chance to level things from the spot, aftera Both teams would convert their next two

Rodrigo de Paul handball. Enner Valencia's
penalty would then bounce off the post

penalties and Argentina went on to win the
shootout 4-2 to progress to the semifinals.
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And Cole Tucker
Welcome Their First Chile

anessa Hudgens and her husband and baseball player Cole
Tucker have not one but double reasons to celebrate. Cole

Tucker turned 28 on July 3. What added to the joyous " :
celebrations was the birth of his first child with his wife Hudgens. '

As the couple embraced parenthood for the first time, pictures sur

faced on social media showcasing the new mom and dad leaving the hospital. While

leaving the hospital, Vanessa Hudgens was clicked seated in a wheelchair, cradling

her little one. Cole Tucker followed her closely behind with their bags and belongings

in his hand. While the proud mother donned black sweatpants and a light blue button-
down shirt,

Tucker sported a

casual look in a

teal graphic
hoodie, black
shorts, and slides.

The actress made

sure to wear her
sunglasses as the
cute family made
their way to their
car.While details like
the baby’s sex and
birthdate are yet to be
confirmed, one thing is
for sure the couple is
taking their bundle of joy
home to make Tucker’s
birthday an occasion for
double celebration.

Despite the busy day,
Hudgens did not miss the
opportunity to shower love
on her husband on his
birthday. Posting a sweet
carousel, the High School
Musical star wrote, “Happy
birthday to my slice of heaven
@cotuck. you make the world
a brighter place just by being

you.”

Vanessa Hudgens and Cole Tucker started dating in 2020. Three years later in 2023, they decided to
take the plunge and got married in an intimate Bohemian ceremony in Tulum, Mexico. The actress
initially kept her pregnancy news under wraps only to debut her baby bump on the Oscars 2024 red
carpet in March. Previously, in an interview with E! News, she also expressed her hopes that her kids
will appreciate her work one day. She said, “I’ll show my kids all my work. That’s why I chose things
along the way in my career. I wanted to make sure that when I did have kids, there would be

something for them to watch atevery age.”

hweta Tiwari

ecalls Kasautii Zindagi Kay Lake Shoot With

Armaan Malik's 1st Wife
Payal SLAMS Devoleena
Bhattacharjee: 'Jab Aapne Ek
Musllm Se Shaadl Kan Thi...

rmaan Malik’s first wife, Payal has

lashed out at Devoleena Bhattacharjee

for questioning YouTuber’s participation
in Bigg Boss OTT 3. In a recent interview,
Payal reminded Devoleena that even she faced
online trolling when she married a “Muslim
guy”. Payal urged the actress not to interfere in
their married life.Sabse pehle aap yeh dekhiye
aap kitne criticise hue hai aapki shaadi ko leke.
Jab apne ek Muslim guy se shaadi kari thi toh
aapne bhi trolling ka saamna kiya tha. Main yhi
kehna chahti hu, jab hum aapke life ke baare
mein kuch nahi bol rahe toh aap bhi right nahi
rakhte ho hamare relation ke baare mein bolne
ke liye. (Firstly, see how much you were
criticised after you got married. You also faced
trolls when you married a Muslim man. I just
want to say, when we did not say anything about
your life, it is not right for you also to comment
on our relationship),” Payal told Instant
Bollywood.ast month, the ‘Saath Nibhana
Saathiya’ penned down a long post and
slammed the makers of Bigg Boss OTT 3 for
inviting Armaan with his wives. “Do you think
this is entertainment? This is not entertainment,
it’s filth. Don’t make the mistake of taking this
lightly because it’s not just a reel, it’s real. |
mean, I can’t even understand how anyone can
call this shamelessness entertainment. I feel
disgusted just hearing about it. Gross. [ mean,
in just 6/7 days love happened, marriage
happened, and then the same thing with the
wife’s best friend. This is beyond my
imagination,” a part of her post read.For the
unversed, Armaan married Payal in 2011 and
they welcomed a son named Chirayu Malik.
Six years later, in 2018, Armaan married
Payal’s best friend, Kritika, without legally
ending his first marriage. On December 4,
2022, Armaan took the internet by storm as he
announced the pregnancies of both Kritika and
Payal. Armaan is now a father to four children:
Chirayu, Tuba, Ayan, and Zaid.

Karan Kundrra Kisses
Tejasswi Prakash In New
Photo From London
Vacation; Check Here

aran Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash are
one of the most adorable couples and
there is no doubt about it. The two never
fail to show PDA and often set couple goals
with their adorable pictures. On Thursday,

picture, Karan was seen adoring Tejasswi in
B hweta Tiwari became a household name after she starred in Kasautii Zindagi Kay. The actress recently recalled the backdrop of the London Bridge. Another
. 4 E :

' Karan tool; to his Inst?gramhhandle and shared
o nakes, Kids' Poop: 'Stayed In Water All Night' = soiasinising
i 7 :

filming a scene during the beginning of the show which turned out to be quite gross. She recalled staying in a lake %h0§ fealllturedfthle couplle posing ifn f}rlont ?.fi?e
all night, which was filled with kids’ excreta and also had a snake crawling about.Speaking to Bollywood SCHINENAII, Jalace. M SONe Ol e [CHcks,
e . . Karan was also seen holding Tejasswi close as
Hungama, she said, “It was really gross. Cezanne Khan and I were shooting for a sequence in one of the early ;
- i h falls . 4c b : > Th o he also planted a kiss on her forehead. In the
episodes, where my character falls into a river, and Cezanne’s character jumps in to save me. The story required our caption of his post, the actor wrote, “London
characters to stay in the water the whole night and only come out in the morning when someone else comes to help us.

. We were shooting this in Film City Lake and
tayed in the water all night. In the morning, we
ealised that kids had been sitting on the edge of
e lake and pooping there. I was like, ‘Oh shit,
ve were in this water the whole night!’ T also saw
a snake crawling there, and realised it was in the
water with us at night. The show remains one of
the most popular serials on Indian television.
During the promotion of the show’s sequel,
- Ektaa Kapoor recalled how she came about to
' cast Shweta. She said, “I had seen Shweta in a
show on Doordarshan. She was not even the lead

But something just struck, and I asked my team
to reach out to the girl. As for Cezanne, he was
already doing a show for us, and I felt the two
suited the part completely.”

Shweta Tiwari last appeared in the Amazon Prime
Show, titled Indian Police Force, a Rohit Shetty
directorial. She shared the screen space with

and was standing far behind in one of the scenes.

Dump #1” and added, “All my pictures were
clicked by my laadiiii btw ??.” Check it out
here:

Soon after the pictures were shared, fans rushed
to the comments section to shower love on the

happy always 22,7 one of the fans wrote.
“Nazar na lage,” added another.It should also
be noted that Karan’s romantic photos with
Tejasswi come days after the actor dismissed
their breakup rumours. “This is imagination at
its peak,” he told the Times of India.

Karan Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash’s love
story was no secret. The two met inside the
Bigg Boss 15 house and fell in love with each
other. Previously, in an exclusive interview
with News18 Showsha, Karan shared that he
and Tejasswi were going very strong and were
unfazed by the questions about their
marriage.“To be honest, if I start taking
pressure, then [ won’t be able to outperform. I
am an artist and I am somebody who has to

Sidharth Malhotra, Shilpa Shetty Kundra and Vivek Oberoi. Her upcoming project includes Singham Again, another make some very critical deci‘s‘ions in my life,”
Rohit Shetty directorial. It stars an ensemble cast of Ajay Devgn, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Akshay Kumar, Ranveer he told us and then added, “T have to worry
Singh and Deepika Padukone. The film is set to release on November 1. about so many other things rather than the
Shweta Tiwari is one of the leading names in the Indian television industry. After expanding her work to films, Shweta prERRuiE:NOOHCRSE bilt Loanmot livey Lifoit

; ; " ; ’ : ; : I take this pressure. (I am) Wise enough to
has also amassed impressive popularity on social media and remains her fans’ favourite. know when what should happen.
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