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Kya Pappu pass ho gaya

PAPPU, as Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has

UK poll verdict more a Tory defeat than a Labour victory

been pejoratively called for several years by the
ruling BJP, has cleared the people’s test, as we
know by now, with pretty good marks. Not with
a ‘first class first’, as was said in the good old
days, nor with ‘distinction’ or ‘flying colours’,
because that would have meant that the
Congress or the INDIA bloc was voted to power
in the recent elections. But certainly enough to
make a difference in the 18th Lok Sabha — as
well as in the rest of the country.Rahul’s speech
in this short, inaugural session in which he
invoked the gods and saints — from Shiva to
Guru Nanak and Jesus Christ — as he sought to
draw a distinction between the all-
encompassing spirit of Hinduism and a more
muscular Hindutva that the BJP has recently
espoused, was long needed to be made in
Parliament.eanwhile, fiery Trinamool Congress
leader Mahua Moitra quoted both Pablo Neruda
and Puneet Sharma (“tum kaun ho bey/mujhe
poochhtey ho/iss desh se mera rishta kitna gehra
hai”) to assert the new ‘freedom from fear’ that
she insisted was the new leitmotif of the land.
Significantly, neither Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP
nor Nitish Kumar’s JDU, which help keep
Prime Minister Modi in power, made much of a
noise. [t was almost as if they didn’t care. Seems
both Naidu and Nitish are keenly aware —
despite the latter’s alleged medical condition —
that this is the time to strike while the iron is hot.
Meaning, now is the time to demand cash from
the Centre to refurbish their states, with or
without ‘special category status’.Naidu
especially, who furnishes 16 key MPs to the
NDA, well understands the nature of his
newfound power. He’s been in a few political
parties, doesn’t mind the tag of a turncoat, and
as Modi’s ally intends to extract his pound of
flesh. So, on Thursday in Delhi, he met six
ministers — Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari, Piyush
Goyal, Shivraj Singh Chouhan, Manohar Lal
Khattar and Hardeep Puri — apart from the PM.
The Centre, he added, should set up a
mechanism to ‘effectively coordinate’ with his
state’s officials for ‘timely intervention’ in the
issues flagged — from building a ring road
around the new, unbuilt capital at Amravati to
demanding that Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announce the establishment of a
new oil refinery for Andhra Pradesh in her
Budget speech.It’s not clear how much money
Naidu wants. Some say Rs 1 lakh crore; others
say half of that. What is crystal clear is that he is
going to get it. According to this hyper-realist
school of thought, warm and fuzzy speeches in
Parliament, like those made by Rahul and
Mahua, are, frankly, irrelevant. That Modi 3.0
will last only as long as Naidu remains fully
satisfied, and that therefore it will be in Modi’s
interest to keep him in that state of pleasure.
Moreover, it’s not as if Delhi doesn’t have the
money — it does. It also has the smartest
bureaucrats to figure out how to pay it out. Both
Modi and Naidu know that. Nor has it escaped
them that Nitish may be the more dangerous
man today because Bihar will go to the polls
next year and that a desperate man may go to
any lengths to get his needs met — including
switching political parties. Fortunately for all
sides concerned, India is one of the few sweet
spots in the world today, because its economy is
doing fairly well — although it’s another matter
whether a substantial part of the money should
beused to dress up just two states.

Which version of Delhi, then, is more true? The
one that insists that India has changed because
the BJP is not just no longer in majority, but on
the back foot, and that people will no longer
bend towards the ruling party’s majoritarian
agenda? Or the one that believes that Parliament

The lack of enthusiasm for Labour was a

Rishi Sunak had little time to undo the damage inflicted on the economy by Liz Truss’ mismanagement.

THE overwhelming conclusion that emerges from the

UK general election results is that it is more of a defeat
of the Conservative Party and less of a victory for the
Labour Party. Though voters demonstrated their deep
disenchantment with the ruling party and the
government, they did not show much enthusiasm for
Labour.The protest vote against the Conservative
government ensured a massive Labour majority. The
electoral contest witnessed one of the lowest voter
turnouts in the UK’s electoral history. Many
Conservative supporters simply did
not turn out to vote or voted for the
more extreme right-wing party,
Reform UK. This contributed
significantly to the devastating rout of
the Tories, to the extent that former
Prime Minister Liz Truss and dozens
of ministers suffered humiliating
defeats.

result of the general perception that
party leader Keir Starmer could not be
trusted because he kept making U-
turns on policies regarding green
transition, taxing billionaires,
improving workers’ rights, child
benefits and the welfare regime. He
opted for politics of ambiguity by
focusing on promising change, based
on his assessment that voters were
unhappy with the Conservative
Party’s governance, but stopped short
of offering concrete proposals.he dissatisfaction with
the Tories also benefited the Liberal Democrats — the
third largest party, after the Conservatives and Labour
— who were the main opponents of the Conservatives
in some regions, especially South West England. Their
tally of 71 seats (in a Parliament of 650 seats) is their
best electoral performance since 1923.The Green Party
has achieved great success. For over a decade, the party
could secure just one seat. But it broke through that
barrier this time, winning all four seats it had targeted
with massive margins. The party had contested 574
seats all over England and Wales to ensure the presence
of'its vision and programme even in those places where
it did not have an adequate party structure. It emerged
in the second place in a substantial number of seats,
suggesting the possibility of further expansion. The
increasing influence of the Green Party is an indication
of the growing consciousness, especially among

IN the wake of yet another stampede in the country —
at Hathras this time, where over 120 lives were
tragically lost during a religious congregation — the
spotlight falls on the sad fact that we rarely learn
from past mistakes. Such tragedies are usually
followed by a knee-jerk reaction comprising a

patch-up job — thereafter, it’s business as usual. Till

another tragedy strikes. The urgency of bringing into
effect stringent long-term measures and proactive
planning to prevent such avoidable disasters is
missing in our policies. A case in point is the 2008
Naina Devi temple stampede, in which the lives of
146 devotees were lost due to panic triggered by the
rumour of a landslide. It led to some improvements
in crowd control, with the implementation of batch-
wise movement of pilgrims and enhanced facilities

for their comfort and safety. However, all is not hunky-

must necessarily remain an upscale debating
club, because the real exercise of power will
always take place outside.

THE hope that the acrimony of the recent elections and
political divisions would be put behind as the 18th Lok
Sabha convened has been belied. Both the ruling BJP
and the Congress-led Opposition have become more
combative, and no accommodation is being shown by
either side. In the process, established norms are being
abandoned, with both sides blaming each other for
doing so. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is attempting
to impress upon the nation that the loss of the BJP’s
majority in the Lok Sabha will not lead to a material
change in either his priorities or the manner in which he
has led the government over the past decade. The steps
he has taken in government formation and his addresses
to both Houses of Parliament make that abundantly
clear.On the other hand, the Congress and its allies are
pushing the idea that the BJP’s loss of 63 seats (from 303
in 2019 to 240 this time) has materially altered the
political situation and that Modi cannot run the
government as he did in his first two terms.

The lack of adherence to parliamentary norms and rules as
well as decency by both sides during the debate on the
President’s address is a precursor to their approach
towards each other in the coming months and years. In
this context, three points can be made straightaway.

First, Rahul Gandhi, who is the first Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha in a decade, made a
bitingly critical speech against the ruling dispensation,
including its policies and governance style as well as
methods. He was within his right to do so. Parts of his
speech were expunged, and he protested to the Speaker
against the action. It was perhaps the expunging of
portions of his speech that led the Opposition to make a
ruckus during Modi’s speech. This was wrong and
disrespectful to the office of the Prime Minister. It was
also noteworthy that the treasury benches did not really
interrupt Rahul’s speech. Hence, it would have been
appropriate if the same courtesy was extended to Modi.

Second, no real political gains were made by the Congress

dory as certain other recommendations made by the
committee set up for the purpose then have either not
been implemented, or are a work in progress even 16

younger and university-educated voters, of the urgency
of green economic policies to avert a climate
catastrophe. The party bagged nearly 8 per cent of the
votes in the country, indicating that if there were to be a
proportional representation system of election, the
party’s seats and influence in Parliament and policy-
making would achieve a substantial boost.

The shift from the flawed first-past-the-post system of

elections to the proportional representation system is
strongly supported by the Liberal Democrats and the

Green Party. The Labour Party conference has also
formally passed a resolution in favour of proportional
representation, and it remains to be seen whether the
new government will actively seek to bring about this
change in the electoral system. The UK is the only
country in Europe that does not have any proportional
representation dimension in its election system.
Unfortunately, the first-past-the-post system followed
in the UK has left its impact on its erstwhile colonies,
such as some countries in South Asia.

The mismanagement of the economy during the past five

years of Conservative rule, with an emphasis on a
market-oriented mode of governance, led to the
weakening of public services — the National Health
Service, schools, social care, sewerage and the public
transport system, especially the railways. This
mismanagement became most glaring during Truss’
brief tenure as the PM. Her drastic policy of reducing

Learn from tragedies

Like Naina Devi, ensure safer gatherings

years down the line.

Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi’s meeting with families of
some Hathras victims and his call for timely and
substantial compensation highlight two crucial aspects

Acrimony again trumps parliamentary norms

It will be good for the country’s politics if, at a time when India faces grave security challenges, all political leaders eschew the temptation of making personal remarks.

in going against convention by having a contest for the
Speaker’s post. What has been lost, though, is a good
convention. Also, the convention that the Deputy
Speaker’s position goes to the Opposition was followed
by previous governments. They did not suffer any
political damage by doing so. The Modi government
could allow the Deputy Speaker’s job to go to an
Opposition MP.Third, towards the conclusion of his
speech in the Lok Sabha, Modi said (roughly translated
from Hindi to English): “They may claim whatever they
may about numbers. When we came in 2014, our
strength was low in the Rajya Sabha and the
chairperson’s leaning was somewhat towards the other
side. But we remained firm and determined in our
commitment to serve.” It is sad that the PM cast

aspersions on the neutrality of then chairperson of the
Rajya Sabha, Hamid Ansari, while speaking in the
Lower House.Normally, no remarks are made about the
conduct of the chairperson of one House in the other.
This principle should extend to former chairpersons too.
This is because they belong (or have belonged) to
different political formations. Hence, if one party or
formation criticises the conduct of a particular ex-
chairperson, others are likely to do the same to others.
Hence, till now, ex-chairpersons’ conduct or
inclinations were not commented upon.Allegations of a
chairperson lacking neutrality are serious because the
first requirement of the chairperson of either House is to
treat all members equally. Naturally, if a chairperson
does not do so, he or she violates the basic trust reposed

taxes and depending on debt to finance governance
rattled the markets and led to a rise in inflation, which
then fuelled an increase in interest and mortgage rates.
The rise in mortgage rates, coupled with a surge in food
prices because of the Russian-Ukraine conflict, led to a
drastic increase in the cost of living for a wide section
of the population.Rishi Sunak and his Chancellor
(Finance Minister) Jeremy Hunt had little time to undo
the damage inflicted on the economy by her
mismanagement. Both did demonstrate some
economic competence, which is partly
the reason that they have won from
their respective constituencies, while
many of their colleagues have been
badly defeated. However, their social
base — richer sections of the
population — led them to pursue
economic policies like reducing
welfare expenditure, which damaged
their political support.
" The UK is composed of four regions
(called nations) — England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland — and
each of them has its own specific
political culture and complexities.
England is the biggest of the four
nations.
| In Scotland, the Scottish National Party
(SNP), whose programme centres on
. seeking independence from the UK,
N faced a huge defeat despite no decline
in the demand for independence.
Scottish voters rejected SNP candidates because of the
financial mismanagement of the party and voted
Labour after a long time to both punish the SNP and
defeat the Conservatives.In Wales, the Conservative
Party did not win a single seat. Plaid Cymru, a votary of
Welsh independence from the UK, increased its seat
count and vote share, though Labour won a majority.

In Northern Ireland, Sinn Féin, which advocates for a

united Ireland, emerged as the single largest party for
the first time; none o the England-based parties has any
presence there.The incoming Labour government led
by Starmer faces myriad challenges. It has to steer the
economy to improve public services, manage
immigration to minimise the dangers of the rise of the
anti-immigrant Reform UK, devolve power to meet
aspirations for independence of non-English regions,
contribute to reducing tensions in Ukraine and Gaza
and tackle the problems emerging from climate change.

of leadership in times of crisis —
empathy and accountability.
Regardless of political affiliations,
the demand for a thorough
investigation into the lapses by the
administration is a necessary step
towards ensuring justice and
preventing similar mishaps.

The authorities must adopt robust
crowd management strategies,
including adherence to venue
capacity limits, effective emergency
response plans, adequate
deployment of security and medical
personnel and real-time monitoring
through CCTV cameras and

effective communication channels. We owe it to the
victims of stampedes that their deaths are not in vain
but rather catalysts for lasting improvements in crowd
safety protocols nationwide.

in him or her by the House.here is another aspect:
Should a charge of this kind be made when the person
who held the chair is not present to mount a defence?
This is an additional reason why such charges of
partiality or impropriety should not be made.In view of
these factors, it was surprising that neither the Speaker
nor any member of the Opposition came to Ansari’s
defence. The Speaker could have gently pointed out to
the PM that the comment on Ansari was not in keeping
with the high standards of Parliament. The LoP could
have done the same. It has been seven years since
Ansari demitted vice-presidency. But that should not
make a difference to the need to omit the PM’s remarks
on him from the record. Indeed, it would be gracious of
Modi himself to ask that they be removed. This would
add to his stature, not diminish it.

During the course of his address in the Lok Sabha, Modi
— without naming Rahul — made it clear that he
thought the Congress leader had exhibited ‘balak
buddhi’ (childish behaviour/intelligence). This is
reminiscent of Rahul being referred to as ‘Pappu’. That
word is no longer used for him. The attention he gained
from his Bharat Jodo Yatra and Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
led to him being taken seriously by a large section of

the people.The additional seats won by the Congress —
though Modi is right when he says that the NDA won the
election — and Rahul becoming the LoP have also
meant that he is a pushover no more. The BJP will,
therefore, have to do a lot of work to make the term
‘balak buddhi’ stick in the public imagination for Rahul.
It will be facilitated if he makes inaccurate or
unsubstantiated comments on matters that are vital to
the national interest. Hence, it will be good for the
country’s politics if, at a time when India faces grave
security challenges, all political leaders eschew the
temptation of making personal remarks. Instead, they
should join hands to address the demands on them for
ensuring India’s progress and security.
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Union Budget: Infra Push,
Structural Reforms For
Sustainable Growth Key
Industry Wish-List

New Delhi.With the government set to present the Union
Budget 2024-25 on July 23, industry leaders and experts
have reiterated the importance of structural reforms to
drive sustainable and inclusive economic growth,
especially the critical role of infrastructure development
towards India becoming the third largest economy.

According to industry chambers, by prioritising structural
reforms, strategic infrastructure development, targeted
sectoral initiatives and a rationalised tax system, India
can navigate current challenges and emerge as a
stronger, more competitive economy in the long
run.Assocham has recommended accelerating
investments through public-private partnerships (PPPs)
with a focus on key sectors like transportation, energy,
water supply, and digital infrastructure. This will
enhance connectivity, improve productivity, and bolster
India's overall competitiveness.In order to address the
growing concern for environmental sustainability, the
leading chamber of commerce urged the government to
introduce policies and incentives that promote clean
technologies, renewable energy sources, and
sustainable practices across industries like agriculture,
manufacturing, and transportation. The government can
further streamline regulations, expedite approvals and
permits, and leverage digitalisation to attract
investments and enhance operational efficiency,
according to industry watchers.According to ICRA, the
government's revenue receipts are likely to witness an
upward revision of Rs 1.2 trillion in the 'FY2025
Revised Budget' over the 'Interim Budget Estimate'
(IBE), while pegging a relatively shallower increase in
the revenue expenditure (revex) target, largely focused
on the rural economy.The rating agency expects the
revenue receipts of the government to increase on the
back of a higher RBI dividend and a rise in tax
collections."The government is likely to set a fiscal
deficit target at 4.9-5.0 per cent for FY2025, vis-a-vis
the IBE of 5.1 per cent of GDP, without compromising
the capital expenditure target of Rs. 11.1 trillion,"
according to ICRA. The Budget Session of Parliament
will start on July 22 and extend till August 12.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the
budget at a time when the Indian economy has clocked a
robust 8.2 per cent growth in 2023-24, which is the
fastest among the world’s major economies, and
inflation coming down to below 5 per cent.

The RBI has stated that the economy is headed to an over 8
per cent growth trajectory. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has already declared that "the next five years will
be a decisive fight against poverty".

Ola exits Google Maps, to
save Rs 100 cr per year with
in-house maps

NEW DELHI. After exiting Microsoft’s Azure last
month, Ola Cabs has now fully exited Google Maps,
moving to its in-house Ola Maps, founder-CEO,
Bhavish Aggarwal has said in a post on X. He said that
the company used to spend Rs 100 crore a year on
Google maps, which they have made zero by this move
to in-house Ola maps.Aggarwal said that Ola Cabs
will see a number of features in the coming months,
which include street view, neural radiance fields
(NERFs), indoor images, 3D maps and drone maps,
among others.

In October 2021, Ola had acquired GeoSpoc, a Pune-
based company specialising in geospatial services.
Ola Maps now supports the mapping requirements of
its primary ride-hailing application. Additionally, the
company said that it will integrate Ola Maps into its
electric two-wheelers through a software update in
January.In May, Aggarwal had said that his company
has decided to move its entire workload out of
Microsoft Azure to its own cloud platform Krutrim.

The move was a reaction to Microsoft-owned LinkedIn
removing Aggarwal’s post on ‘pronoun illness’, in
which he called out the platform for imposing a
‘forced ideology’ over gender pronouns.

Festive offer

This led to a loss of over Rs 100 crore for Microsoft in
India, as Ola was its big customer. He also threw an
invitation to other developers, saying if they wanted to
move out of Azure, he will offer a full year of free
cloud usage to them.The only condition being that
they should not go back to Azure after that.

Hindenburg shared Adani
report with client two months
before publishing it: SEBI

NEW DELHI. US short-seller Hindenburg Research
had shared an advance copy of its damning report
against Adani group with New York-based hedge
fund manager Mark Kingdon about two months
before publishing it and profited from a deal to share
spoils from share price movement, according to
market regulator Sebi.The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi), in its 46-page show cause
notice to Hindenburg, detailed how the US short
seller, the New York hedge fund and a broker tied to
Kotak Mahindra Bank benefited from the over USD
150 billion routs in the market value of Adani group's
10 listed firms post-publication of the report.

ebi charged Hindenburg of making unfair profits from
collusion to use non-public and misleading
information and induce panic selling in Adani Group
stocks.Hindenburg, which made public the Sebi
notice, in its response, has described the show cause
as an attempt to "silence and intimidate those who
expose corruption and fraud perpetrated by the most
powerful individuals in India" and revealed that the
vehicle used to bet against Adani's flagship firm
Adani Enterprises Ltd belonged to Kotak Mahindra
(International) Ltd, a Mauritius-based subsidiary of
Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd. KMIL's fund placed bets
on Adani Enterprises Ltd for its client Kingdon's
Kingdon Capital Management.Sebi notice includes
extracts of time-stamped chats between an employee
ofthe hedge fund and KMIL traders for selling future
contracts in AEL.

FSSAI Cracks Down on Misleading Claims on Packaged
Food: Salt, Sugar, Fat Label In Blgger Fon’r Soon

)

FSSAl proposes mandatory

bold labeling of salt, sugar,

and fat content on packaged

foods

NEW DELHI. Food regulator Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
on Saturday approved changes in
nutritional information labelling on
packaged food items, proposing that total
salt, sugar and saturated fat should be
displayed in bold letters and in bigger font
size.he FSSAI will issue a draft
notification on this and seek stakeholder
comments.FSSAI is the national
regulatory body for food in India. It is
responsible for ensuring the safety and
quality of food items manufactured,
stored, distributed, sold and imported in
India.n an official statement, Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
said it has approved “a proposal to display
nutritional information regarding total
sugar, salt and saturated fat in bold letters

and relatively increased font size on
labels of packaged food items”.The
decision to approve the amendment in the
Food Safety and Standards (Labelling
and Display) Regulations, 2020
regarding nutritional information
labelling was taken in the 44th meeting of
the Food Authority, held under the
chairmanship of Apurva Chandra,
Chairperson, FSSAIL.The amendment
aims to empower consumers to
understand better the nutritional value of
the product they are consuming and make
healthier decisions,” the regulator
said.The draft notification for the said
amendment would now be put in the
public domain for inviting suggestions
and objections.The information
regarding per-serve percentage (%)
contribution to Recommended Dietary
Allowances (RDAs) would be given in
bold letters for total sugar, total saturated
fatand sodium content, the FSSAI said.
The regulator said that regulations 2 (v) and
5(3) of FSS (Labelling and Display)
Regulation, 2020 specify requirements to
mention serving size and nutritional
information on the food product label,

respectively.Along with empowering
consumers to make healthier choices, the
amendment would also contribute
towards efforts to combat the rise of Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs) and
promote public health and well-being,”
the statement said.The prioritisation of
the development of clear and
distinguished labelling requirements
would help in the global effort to combat
NCDs.FSSAI said it has been issuing
advisories from time to time to prevent
false and misleading claims.

These include advisories sent to e-
commerce websites for removal of the
term ‘Health Drink’ as it is not defined or
standardized anywhere under the FSS Act

2006 or rules/regulations made
thereunder.It has also recently asked
all Food Business Operators (FBOs)
to remove any claim of ‘100% fruit
juices’ from the labels and
advertisements of reconstituted fruit
juices.The regulator also directed
FBOs not to use the term wheat
. flour/refined wheat flour.

These advisories and directives are

issued to prevent misleading claims

by FBOs.
Senior officials from the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, Ministry of
Commerce, Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution,
Ministry of Law and Justice, Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises;
states and Union Territories attended the
meeting.Representatives from industry
associations, consumer organisations,
research institutes and farmers’
organisations were also present at the
meeting. The FSSAI was established
under the Food Safety and Standards Act,
of 2006 and has its headquarters in New
Delhi. It functions under the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, Government of
India.

How Much Do High Net-worth Individuals Invest In
Term Insurance Policybazaar Reveals Trends

More individuals are now

opting for customising their

coverage with suitable riders

to ensure an additional layer

of protection.

NEW DELHI. As the awareness and

demand for term insurance gain

momentum, Policybazaar has

observed a steadily growing preference
among High-Net-Worth Individuals
(HNIs) for high-value insurance
coverage. This shift is visible through
an increasing number of HNIs opting
for high-value policies of Rs 20 Crore
over the last few years, the insurance
marketplace said.The data pertains to
trends on the Policybazaar platform
only.According to Policybazaar, this
trend reflects an evolving sense of risk
management and financial planning in
this segment. Also, this marks a
departure from the conventional belief
that online platforms are not favoured
for high-value transactions.The shift in
insurance choices is also clear with
more people now opting for Rs 5 Crore
policies, which was seen as very high

FPls inject Rs 7,900cr in equities in the first week of
ment surpasses Rs 1 lakh cr in 2024

July; inves

NEW DELHI. Foreign investors infused
over Rs 7,900 crore in Indian equities
in the first week of the month amid a
healthy economic and earnings growth
momentum. With this, total FPI
investment in equities reached Rs 1.16
lakh crore this year, data with the
depositories showed.Going forward,
the Union Budget and Q1 FY25
earnings could determine the
sustainability of FPI flows, experts
said.According to the data, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) have made a
net inflow of Rs 7,962 crore in equities
so far this month (till July 5).This came
following an inflow of Rs 26,565 crore
in equities in June, driven by political
stability and a sharp rebound in
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coverage.Currently, these policies are
becoming as common as the Rs 1 Crore
policies, showing that Rs 5 Crore is
becoming the new norm in HNI term
insurance.

Key Locations
The trend

indicates a notable
concentration of such purchases in key
metropolitan regions. In the National
Capital Region (NCR), followed by
Pune, Hyderabad, and Visakhapatnam,
several policies worth 20 Crore have
been bought by HNIs, reflecting the
growing demand for comprehensive
financial protection.Similarly, cities
like Bengaluru, Chennai and Mumbai
have also shown a noticeable uptake,
with policies ranging between Rs 10 to

markets.Before that, FPIs withdrew Rs
25,586 crore in May on poll jitters and
over Rs 8,700 crore in April on
concerns over a tweak in India's tax
treaty with Mauritius and a sustained
rise in US bond yields.Some funds
were probably waiting on the sidelines
for the election event to be over, Milind
Muchhala, Executive Director, Julius
Baer India, said."We believe that India
remains an attractive investment
destination amid a healthy economic
and earnings growth momentum, and
the FPIs cannot afford to ignore the
markets for too long," he added.eojit
Financial Services Chief Investment
Strategist VK Vijayakumar said a
significant feature of FPI flows is that

15 Crore being bought by HNIs
here.arbvir Singh, joint group
CEO, PB Fintech, said, “We are
delighted to witness the
growing trust of HNIs in
Policybazaar for their term
insurance needs. The online
sale of high-ticket size policies
dispels the myth that digital
mediums are not preferred by
customers for such high-stake
transactions. We will continue
to provide the accessibility,
transparency and convenience that our
customers trust us with.”There have
also been several interesting trends that
have been noticed in consumer buying
behaviour;Rhishabh Garg, business
head, term insurance at Policybazaar,
added, “The increasing demand for
high-value term insurance policies
highlights the importance of growing
awareness among HNIs. We are
committed to providing solutions that
meet our customer’s needs at every step
of their journey. We will continue to
build products that help every customer
find the right coverage to protect their
loved ones.”

their selling in India has been triggered
by external factors like rising bond
yields in the US and low valuations in
other emerging markets. When that
situation changes, they again become
buyers in India.In the fortnight that
ended June 30, FPIs bought heavily in
telecom and financial services.
Additionally, they were buyers in
autos, capital goods, healthcare and IT.
On the other hand, selling was seen in
metals, mining and power, which had
run up too fast in recent months.Apart
from equities, FPIs invested Rs 6,304
crore in the debt market during the
period under review. This has pushed
the debt tally to Rs 74,928 crore this
year so far.

Wealth creators,
dharma & Bharat

NEW DELHI. World-wide, there is talk about
India’s economic growth over the past three
decades. Estimates show the country could
become the third-largest economy in the world
by 2030 with a gross domestic product (GDP) of
over 7.3 trillion USD. This is attributed to the
overall improvement of labour conditions,
innovation, research, a pro-entrepreneurial
environment, growth of capital stock and the
dedicated hard work of wealth creators in the
country who contribute significantly to the
economy.

This growth is a far cry from the economic-
ecosystem of the country in the first few decades
after its independence wherein policies were
socialistic-leaning. Nationalization and
inefficient handling of high-earning sectors
created barriers to growth. The stringent
“License Raj” regulations hindered the creation
of entrepreneurship and free market competition.
The 1990°s saw the liberalization of the Indian
economy, an influx of investments and alleviated
over 270 million people from abject poverty.

Thanks to the colonial era and the period after that,
it has been ingrained in the mind of the average
Indian that those who have created wealth have
done it illegally or at the cost of society. This
conditioning and mindset will require some
serious revisiting, especially considering the
“Viksit Bharat” vision, which plans to transform
India into a developed nation by 2047. With such
a grand scheme, it is important that society
supports the growing, aspirational, and young
middle class which is a key ingredient in India’s
2047 plan. It’s time to see beyond the capitalism
vs socialism models; a mixed economic model
with the state playing the role of an enabler and
encouraging businesses works for Bharat.The
government plays a necessary role in the
changing landscape of new-India. Policies (just
to name a few) such the Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana which aimed to support MSME
businesses through loans without collateral have
generated jobs, enabled expansion of enterprises,
promotes skill development, and removed
barriers for individuals from lower economic
backgrounds.The Stand-Up India Scheme for
entrepreneurs belonging to Scheduled Castes and
Tribes has provided loans and assistance to
dozens of innovative individuals.The Mabhila
Coir Yojana has given rural women-
entrepreneurs a subsidy of up to 75% for
machinery costs, which has also broken down
other socio-economic barriers.In the next few
decades, Bharat is primed to see huge multi-
national companies originating from the country
itself, just how the U.S. and China have seen the
growth of multiple Fortune 500 companies from
their territories. In the last decade, India has taken
some significant policy measures to encourage
entrepreneurship and innovation.

Healthcare sector witnesses major consolidation

BENGALURU. The healthcare sector is
on the verge of rapid consolidation as
collaborations, mergers and acquisitions
(M&A) have become the norm due to
market dynamics in the space. Also, this
is driven by cost factors and the need to
make use of advanced technologies to
serve patients better and faster.

The sector has been witnessing many major
deals as this year alone it saw over 8 deals
amounting to more than $1,068 million.
In 2023, PE-VC investments in India
stood at $4,506 million across 19 deals.

Dr. B S Ajaikumar, Executive Chairman,
Healthcare Global Enterprises Ltd, told
TNIE that consolidation is very helpful
particularly in a niche space like
oncology to bring about uniformity and
standardisation of cancer care, as well as
excellence in clinical innovation across
the length and breadth of India.

HCG last month announced the acquisition
of Mahatma Gandhi Cancer Hospital &
Research Institute (MGCHRI) in Vizag,
Andhra Pradesh, for an enterprise value
of Rs 414 crore. HCG will have an initial
51% stake in the hospital, with plans to
complete the acquisition of the additional
34% stake over the next 18 months.

Speaking about it, Ajaikumar said this
consolidation will ease our process of key

data collection, as also the analysis of Dr Debojyoti Dhar,

case histories and outcomes specific to
the Indian sub-continent.

He is looking forward to scaling new highs
by virtue of the hospital’s association
with a renowned surgeon like Dr. Murali

Krishna Voonna (oncology surgeon). ¥

“This acquisition is a win-win for both

partners given the financial fillip and

economies of scale through shared

services and tapping of growth

opportunities in a strategic location like

Vizag,” he said.On July 1, global

investment firm KKR announced the

acquisition of a controlling stake in

Baby Memorial Hospital, a multi-

specialty hospital network in India. This

transaction builds on KKR’s track

record in the healthcare sector in the

country and across the Asia Pacific,

which includes Max Healthcare,
Healthium, and Infinx, among
others.Early this year, New Delhi-based
private hospital chain Max Health
Institute made two big acquisitions —
Nagpur-based Alexis Multi-Speciality
Hospital for an enterprise value of Rs 412
crore and Lucknow-based Sahara
Hospital for an enterprise value of Rs 940
crore.Can consolidation help boost
healthcare?

Co-founder and

how quickly new technologies are used

Director, Leucine Rich Bio, a

microbiome company, pointed out that as
per the report by the National Conference
of State Legislatures, consolidation of the

health system may improve care
coordination, quality and efficiency.
Consolidation in the healthcare sector is a
crucial step towards simplifying the
customer experience and accelerating the
adoption of novel technologies.

“As new start-ups develop groundbreaking
technologies, combining these different
services into one place makes it easier for
patients. This approach not only makes
things run smoother but also speeds up

and expanded. It means that advanced
healthcare solutions can get to people
faster and be more accessible to everyone.
Secondly, it helps to scale up the new
technologies faster and make it
more accessible to the end user,” he
said. Kaushik De, Manager,
Growth Advisory, Aranca, pointed
out a few examples including
Apollo Hospitals, which acquired
Artemis and Sanjeevani Hospitals,
and Fortis Healthcare, which made
multiple acquisitions such as SRL
Diagnostics, Escorts Heart
Institute, and Malar Hospitals.
Manipal merged with Columbia
Asia in 2021, enhancing its
coverage to 7,300 beds across 27
hospitals.He said, “Key drivers
include regulatory changes such as
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) policies
and the National Health Policy 2017,
which encourage mergers to meet
standards and improve service delivery,
as seen with IHH Healthcare Berhad,
Malaysia, acquiring a controlling stake in
Fortis Healthcare in 2018. Financial
stability is another factor, allowing larger
organisations to better absorb economic
shocks and invest in growth.”
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Hathras Stampede Puts Spotlight
On India's Craze For Godmen

A gathering
addressed by the
former police head
constable in a
crowded field last
week drew a quarter
of a million people
and caused one of
the deadliest
stampedes in the

country.

New Delhi: Just a pat on the back by preacher

"Bhole Baba" and Ramkumari said a stone
in her kidney vanished. The 85-year-old
gave no proof but this story and countless
others of similar "miracles" led to Baba's
following rocketing in India's northern
states.

A gathering addressed by the former police &
head constable in a crowded field last week &

drew a quarter of a million people and
caused one of the deadliest stampedes in the
country.Bhole Baba was born Suraj Pal
Singh Jatav. He quit the police in 2000 to join
a series of Hindu preachers and gurus who
are sought by millions for miracle cures and
spiritual advice. They are often called
godmen, and many have been wooed by
politicians for the influence they wield.

Their patrons have included international

celebrities like the Beatles, who spent days
in the ashram of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi in
the late 1960s. Some of these gurus
expanded beyond India, most famously
Osho, who lived and preached in the United

States in the early 1980s.

Almost all of them are credited by their
followers with miraculous powers."l had
gone to one of his early gatherings and told
him I had chronic pain from a kidney stone

for many months," said Ramkumari, Baba's
former neighbour in Bahadurnagar village in
India's Uttar Pradesh state, where he was
born and still has a home.The village has
only about 50 homes in all and is set amid
fields which grow corn, wheat and rice. On
the periphery is a sprawling, pearly-white
ashram run by devotees of Baba."He smiled

and blessed me with a pat on the back. The
stone vanished soon after," said Ramkumari,
who gave just one name.Another resident in
the village, 55-year-old Surajmukhi, said
Baba's blessing helped her give birth to a son
after seven daughters. Sons are sought after
in many Indian families."We desperately
wanted a by," said Surajmukhi. "Then I met
Baba with my husband. He made me chant
some mantras (verses), gave me some water
to drink and patted me on my back. After
nine months [ had a baby boy."

Lying on a cot next to her, Baba's older sister

Sonkali, thin and frail, said: "It was a
miracle".Baba, formally known as Narayan
Sakar Hari now, is estimated to be about 72
by his family and followers, who are spread
across India's heartland states of Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh.

LINE TO GOD
Two neighbours who have known him since

his childhood, including Ramkumari, said
he took the path after a dream one night

about 25 years ago that a divine spirit had
given him supernatural powers. He quit the
police in the city of Agra and started
preaching, they said.Baba would later claim
he had a direct line to God and could channel
divine blessings to people."Soon after we
saw a line of cars bringing Suraj Pal into the
village and people said he would henceforth
be called a Baba (elder)," Ramkumari said.

Reuters could not contact Baba. He told

Reuters partner ANI that he was grieving and
his aides would help the injured and the
families of those who died.The stampede at
his gathering on Tuesday killed 121 people,
mostly women, and injured scores out of
about 250,000 who had congregated in a
canopied paddy field to listen to him, many
trampling over one another as they ran after
his car when he was leaving.

Police say authorities had allowed only 80,000

to attend, and have arrested six aides to Baba
who were involved in organising the event.
The main organiser surrendered to police on
Friday.

7 Dead, Many Trapped As 6-
Storey Building Collapses In
Gujarat's Surat, Rescue Underway

New Delhi:At least seven people died and 10 others were
injured when a multi-storey building collapsed on
Saturday in Surat, Gujarat, amid heavy rains. Rescue
operations are underway in the Sachin area, where many
are feared to be trapped under the debris.Commissioner
of Police, Surat, Anupam Gehlot, informed ANI,
"Rescue operations are being conducted by the SDRF

and NDRF teams. According to the information
received, 6-7 people are trapped, and three bodies have
beenretrieved.”

The incident occurred around 3 p.m. during heavy rainfall.
Residents of the six-storey building became trapped,
prompting immediate responses from the fire
department, NDRF, and SDRF.Gehlot noted that the
building contained around 30 flats, of which 4-5 were
occupied. Many residents were at work, while those
who were sleeping after a night shift became trapped in
the collapse.

"We Bow To Mahaprabhu
Jugannath": PM Modi's Rath
Yatra Greetings

New Delhi: President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Sunday wished the people on the
occasion of Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath.The
President, in X posts in Odia and Hindi, greeted people
on the auspicious dayl extend my heartiest greetings to
all people of our country on the occasion of the world-
famous Rath Yatra of Mahaprabhu Shree Jagannath.
Countless Jagannath lovers of the country and the
world are eagerly waiting to see three deities on the
chariot today," she said.Notably, President Murmu is
in Odisha and is scheduled to witness Rath Yatra in

Puri this afternoon.

On the occasion of the mega festival, she prayed to Lord
Jagannath for everyone's happiness, peace and
prosperity.PM Modi posted on X, "Greetings on the
start of the sacred Rath Yatra. We bow to Mahaprabhu
Jagannath and pray that His blessings constantly
remainuponus.”

Similarly, in a video message, the Chief Minister
expressed his heartiest greetings to the people of
Odisha on Rath Yatra. He prayed before Lord
Jagannath for the development of Odisha in every
sphere and for building a new prosperous Odisha with
the cooperation of all. Among others, Odisha Governor
Raghubar Das, Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, and
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw have extended
their greetings to the people of India on this special
day.

Mayawati Demands CBI Probe Into
Aide's Murder In Chennai

Chennai: Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief Mayawati
on Sunday demanded a CBI
probe into the death of her
party's Tamil Nadu president
K Armstrong, who was
hacked to death in Chennai
on Friday.

She claimed those who have
been arrested so far were not
the real culprits and urged
Chief Minister MK Stalin to
refer the probe to the central
agency to ensure justice for the
victim.Mayawati, former Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh, paid
homage to Armstrong here and
placed a wreath before the body of
the 52-year-old leader at a private
school in Perambur in the city.

1

Expressing anguish over Armstrong's
death, she also said the way he was
killed, by a group of assailants late in
the evening, showed "there was
nothing called law and order" in the
state.Mr Stalin must ensure justice
for Armstrong and transfer the probe

to the Central Bureau of

Investigation, he said."The

way he was killed, shows there

is nothing called law and order

in Tamil Nadu. Those who have

killed him, the real culprits

have not been nabbed," she
said.

The real culprits have not been

nabbed. Transfer the probe to

CBI. We are not hopeful that

the state government will

ensure justice. So, refer the

matter to CBI immediately," she
demanded.

The BSP leader further said Dalits all
over the state were apprehensive
following Armstrong's killing and
urged the Chief Minister to ensure
their safety.

Soon, Food Packets Will Have Bigger,
Bolder Info On Sugar, Salt, Fat

New Delhi: In a historic move, the
Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) has approved a
proposal to make a bolder and bigger
display of nutritional information
regarding total sugar, salt and
saturated fat on packaged food items,
the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW) said on Saturday.

The proposal calls for packaged food
items to carry the amount of total
sugar, salt and saturated fat "in bold
letters and relatively increased font
size."The Ministry noted that "the
information regarding per serve
percentage contribution to
Recommended Dietary Allowances
(RDAs) would be given in bold
letters for total sugar, total saturated
fat and sodium content.”The
decision that will amend the Food

Safety and Standards (Labelling and
Display) Regulations, 2020 was
taken in the 44th meeting of the Food
Authority.

Regulation 2 (v) and 5(3) specify
requirements to mention serving size
and nutritional information on the
food product label, respectively.

"The amendment aims to empower
consumers to better understand the
nutritional value of the product they
are consuming and make healthier
decisions," the MoHFW
said.Healthcare and nutritional
experts have been calling out the
need to curb the intake of packaged
food items, rich in sugar, salt and
saturated fats -- a major reason for
the rising incidences of non-
communicable Diseases
(NCDs).The proposal will enable

"people to make healthier choices as
well as contribute towards efforts to
combat NCDs and promote public
health and well-being."

The FSSALI is also expected to share
the draft notification for the said
amendment in the public domain for
inviting suggestions and
objections.Further, FSSAI has been
issuing advisories from time to time
to prevent false and misleading
claims such as 'Health Drink’, '100%
fruit juices', the use of the term wheat
flour/ refined wheat flour, the
advertisement and marketing of ORS
along with prefix or suffix, nutrient
function claim for multi-source
edible vegetable oils etc.These
advisories and directives are issued
to prevent misleading claims by
FBOs, MoHFW said.

Lashkar's Most-Wanted
Terrorist Behind String Of
Attacks In J&K: Sources

New Delhi: A Pakistan-based operative of Lashkar-
e-Toiba arm, The Resistance Front, is behind the
latest spike in terrorist activities in Jammu and
Kashmir, according to sources in security agencies.

Saifullah Sajid Jatt is from Shangamanga village in
Kasur district of Pakistan's Punjab and is a
"hardcore terrorist", according to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA). There is a bounty of ?
10 lakh on his head.

Jatt, sources said, is operating from a base camp in
Pakistan capital Islamabad. His wife is of Indian
origin and stays with him, they added. He has
earlier worked in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir and
is currently handling Lashkar's recruitment and
helping terrorists cross over into India, the sources
said.Sajid Jatt is considered to be an operational
commander of Lashkar and also handles its terror
funding. He is on the most wanted list of the NIA.
Security agencies suspect that he has a contact
person named Qasim in Jammu and Kashmir, and a

search is on for him. Jatt, they suspect, is behind
several terror strikes in the Valley over the past few
years.The Union Territory has witnessed a string of
terror attacks over the past couple of months. Last
month, terrorists opened fire at a bus in which
pilgrims were travelling. The bus fell into a gorge
in Reasi district and nine people were killed.Days
after the Reasi incident, two armed terrorists
entered a village and opened fire. Villagers
informed authorities and security forces arrived. In
the gunfight that followed, a CRPF personnel was
killed and the terrorists shot dead.

Over the past two days, five terrorists have been
killed in separate encounters in the Kulgam district
of Jammu and Kashmir. The encounters also left
two soldiers, including a para-trooper, dead. The
attack comes at a time when the Amarnath Yatra is
on.

Heavy Rain In Early July Bridges India's
Monsoon Deficit But Causes Flooding

crops such as rice,

wheat and

India after June 25, according to IMD

India logged a
rainfall deficit of 11
percent in June, with

sugarcane, logged a rainfall deficit of
11 percent in June, with northwest
India recording a shortfall of 33 per
cent.Heavy rain in the first week of
July compensated for the shortfall but

northwest India
recording a shortfall
of 33 per cent.

New Delhi: Heavy rainfall across large
parts of India has compensated for the
June deficit, bringing the overall
monsoon precipitation into the surplus
category.According to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD), more
spells of heavy to very heavy rain are
likely over northwest India and the
western parts of the peninsular India
during the next two-three days and over
the northeast during the next five days.

ndia, the world's top producer of critical

caused flooding in many northeastern
states.

Since the four-month monsoon season
began on June 1, the country has
received 214.9 mm of rainfall against
a normal of 213.3 mm, according to
IMD data.Northwest India and the
southern peninsula have recorded 3 per
cent and 13 per cent above-normal
rainfall, respectively.The heavy rain in
the east and northeast region has reduced
the deficit from 13 per cent on June 30 to
zero on July 6.The rainfall deficit in
central India has decreased from 14 per
cent to 6 per cent during this period.The
IMD data showed that 23 per cent of the
sub-divisional area of the country
experienced excess to large excess
rainfall, 67 percent received normal
rainfall, and only 10 per cent experienced

deficient rainfall.

After making an early onset over Kerala
and the northeastern region on May 30,
and progressing normally up to
Maharashtra, themonsoon lost
momentum.This delayed the rains in
West Bengal, Jharkhand, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Madhya
Pradesh and exacerbated the impact of a
scorching heatwave in northwest India.

Monsoonal winds stalled from June 10 to
June 18 and made slow progress until
June 26-27. The annual rain-bearing
system covered a major part of northwest

data.The weather department on
Saturday said heavy rainfall will continue
innortheast India over the next five days.

The northeastern states are already
grappling with severe floods.Assam's
flood situation remains critical, with over
2.45 million people affected and 52 lives
lost in the second wave of flooding this
year.Heavy rainfall in Manipur,
Mizoram, and Arunachal Pradesh has
caused rivers to reach warning levels and
triggered landslides. The IMD earlier this
week said India could experience above-
normal rainfall in July, and heavy rain
may lead to floods in the hilly states and
river basins in the central parts of the
country.Experts from the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD), a Nepal-based
intergovernmental organisation, have
also warned about a difficult monsoon
season for the countries in the Hindukush
Himalayan region, including
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and
Pakistan.
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US elections: At Essence, Black
Democrats rally behind Biden and
talk up Kamala Harris

NEW ORLEANS.As President Joe Biden tries to revive
his embattled reelection bid, Vice President Kamala
Harris led a parade of Black Democrats who warned
Saturday that the threat of another Donald Trump
presidency remains the most important calculation
ahead of November.Yet in more than 20 minutes on
stage at the Essence Festival of Culture, Harris did not
acknowledge Biden’s dismal debate performance or
calls for the 81-year-old president to end his reelection
bid. In fact, she barely mentioned Biden at all — a stark
contrast to the Congressional Black Caucus members
who forcefully and repeatedly defended the president by
name.“This is probably the most significant election of
our lifetime,” Harris said, before riffing on Trump
musing about being a dictator, pushing the Supreme
Court rightward and promising retribution on political
enemies. “In 122 days, we each have the power to decide
whatkind of country we want to live in.”

Harris’s appearance at the nation’s largest annual
celebration of Black culture underscores what a difficult
task it is for the White House and campaign to navigate
questions about the president’s aptitude. The dynamics
are especially fraught for Harris, the first Black woman
and person of South Asian descent to be elected vice
president, and for the Black Democrats who were so
instrumental in electing Biden and her in 2020.0n one
hand, Harris fills the traditional role of loyal lieutenant, a
job she did enthusiastically — and on the fly — in
television appearances immediately after Biden’s
lacklustre debate ended. Yet should Biden ultimately
decide to step aside as presumptive nominee, she would
be among the favourites, if not the favourite, to carry the
Democratic banner against Trump.

Black leaders and voters who gathered in New Orleans,
meanwhile, walked the line Saturday between backing
Biden and insisting that, if he does end his campaign, the
party should elevate the barrier-breaking vice president
rather than consider governors like Gavin Newsom of
California or Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, both of
whom are white.The purpose of a vice presidentisto be a
No. 2, to be able to step in,” said Glynda Carr, who leads
the Higher Heights political action organization that
works to elect more Black women. “If this was an all-
white male ticket, would we be talking about other
people who have less experience, less qualifications?”

It's France's moment of truth.
Here's how its snap elections work
and what comes next

PARIS. French voters face a decisive choice Sunday in
the runoff of snap parliamentary elections that could
produce the country’s first far-right government since
the World War Il Nazi occupation — or no majority
emerging at all.Marine Le Pen’s anti-immigration,
nationalist party National Rally stands a chance of
winning a legislative majority for the first time, but the
outcome remains uncertain because of a complex
voting system and tactical maneuvers by political
parties.

What’s happening Sunday?

Voters across France and overseas territories can cast
ballots for 501 of the 577 seats in the National
Assembly, the lower and most important of France’s
two houses of parliament. The other 76 races were won
outright in the first round of voting.

The National Rally and its allies arrived ahead in Round
1 with around one-third of the votes. A coalition of
center-left, hard-left and greens parties called the New
Popular Front came in second position, well ahead of
President Emmanuel Macron’s struggling centrist
alliance.In the frantic wek between the two rounds,
more than 200 centrist and left-wing candidates pulled
out of races to boost the chances of their moderate
rivals and try to keep National Rally candidates from
winning.Final pre election polls suggest that tactic may
have diminished the far right's chances of an absolute
majority. But Le Pen’s party has wider and deeper
support than ever before, and it's up to voters to decide.

What are the possible outcomes?

Polling projections suggest the National Rally is likely to
have the most seats in the next National Assembly --
which would be a historic first.

If it wins an absolute majority of 289 seats, Macron
would be expected to appoint National Rally president
Jordan Bardella as France’s new prime minister.
Bardella could then form a government, and he and
Macron would share power in a system called
“’cohabitation.”

France is voting in key elections
that could see a historic far-right
win or a hung parliament

PARIS. France will vote Sunday in pivotal runoff
elections that could hand a historic victory to Marine Le
Pen's far-right National Rally and its inward-looking,
anti-immigrant vision - or produce a hung parliament
and years of political deadlockSunday's snap elections
in this nuclear-armed nation have potential impact on
the war in Ukraine, global diplomacy and Europe's
economic stability. And they're almost certain to
undercut President Emmanuel Macron for the
remaining three years of his presidency.Racism and
antisemitism have marred the electoral campaign, along
with Russian cybercampaigns, and more than 50
candidates reported being physically attacked - highly
unusual for France. The government is deploying
30,000 police on voting day.The heightened tensions
come while France is celebrating a very special
summer: Paris is about to host exceptionally ambitious
Olympic Games, the national soccer team reached the
semifinal of the Euro 2024 championship, and the Tour
de France is racing around the country alongside the
Olympic torch.Meanwhile, 49 million voters are in the

But after centrist and leftist parties joined

midst of the country's most important elections in
decades.France could have its first far-right government
since the Nazi occupation in World War II if the
National Rally wins an absolute majority and its 28-
year-old leader Jordan Bardella becomes prime minister.
The party came out on top in the previous week's first-
round voting, followed by a coalition of center-left,
hard-left and Green parties, and Macron's centrist
alliance.The outcome remains highly uncertain. Polls
between the two rounds suggest that the National Rally
may win the most seats in the 577-seat National
Assembly but fall short of the 289 seats needed for a
majority. That would still make history, if a party with
historic links to xenophobia and downplaying the
Holocaust, and long seen as a pariah, becomes France's
biggest political force.
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Israeli strike in Gaza school kills 16,
army says targeted Haas gunmen

An Israeli strike on a school
sheltering displaced Palestinians in
Gaza has killed at least 16 and
wounded dozens. Israel claimed it
targeted militants, while Hamas
denied their presence and described
the civilian toll as catastrophic.

Cairo/Gaz Atleast 16 people were killed in
an Israeli strike on a school sheltering
displaced Palestinian families in central
Gaza on Saturday, the Palestinian health
ministry said, in an attack Israel said had
targeted militants.The health ministry
said the attack on the school in Al-
Nuseirat killed at least 16 people and
wounded more than 50.The Israeli
military said it took precautions to
minimize risk to civilians before it
targeted the gunmen who were using the
area as a hideout to plan and carry out

attacks against soldiers. Hamas denied its
fighters were there.At the scene, Ayman

al-Atounch said he saw children among |

the dead. "We came here running to see
the targeted area, we saw bodies of
children, in pieces, this is a playground,
there was a trampoline here, there were
swing-sets, and vendors," he

said.Mahmoud Basal, spokesman of the =

Gaza Civil Emergency Service, said in a
statement that the number of dead could
rise because many of the wounded were in
critical condition.The attack meant no
place in the enclave was safe for families
who leave their houses to seek shelters, he
said.Al-Nuseirat, one of Gaza Strip's eight
historic refugee camps, was the site of
stepped-up Israeli bombardment on
Saturday. An air strike earlier on a house
in the camp killed at least 10 people and
wounded many others, according to
medics.In its daily update of people killed
in the nearly nine-month-old war, the
Gaza health ministry said Israeli military
strikes across the enclave killed at least 29
Palestinians in the past 24 hours and
wounded 100 others.Among those killed
in separate air strikes on Saturday were

five local journalists, raising the toll of
journalists killed since October 7 to 158,
according to the Hamas-led Gaza
government media office.Gaza health
uthorities say more than 38,000
Palestinians have been killed in Israel's
offensive. The health ministry does not
distinguish between combatants and non-
combatants but officials say most the dead
are civilians.Israel has lost 323 soldiers in
Gaza and says at least a third of the
Palestinian dead are fighters.Israel
launched its offensive, aimed at
eliminating the militant Islamist group
Hamas, in response to a Hamas-led
assault on Israel on Oct. 7 in which 1,200
people were killed and over 250 taken

hostage, according to Israeli tallies.

RAFAH OPERATIONS

Israeli forces, which have deepened their
incursions into Rafah, in the south of the
enclave near the border with Egypt, killed
four Palestinian policemen and wounded
eight others, in an air strike on their
vehicle on Saturday, health officials said.

A statement issued by the Hamas-run
interior ministry said the four included
Fares Abdel-Al, the head of the police
force in western Rafah neighbourhood of
Tel Al-Sultan.The Israeli military said
forces continued "intelligence-base
operations" in Rafah, destroyed several
underground structures, seized weapons
and equipment, and killed several
Palestinian gunmen.

Israel has said its operations in Rafah aim to
eradicate the last Hamas armed wing
battalions.e Israeli military said it
eliminated a Hamas rocket cell in Deir Al-
Balah in central Gaza that operated from
inside a humanitarian-designated area. It
said it carried out a precise strike after
taking measures to ensure civilians were
unharmed.

Joe Biden says only 'Lord Almighty' could ReormistPezeshkan vns s
convince him to quit White House race

World. US President Joe Biden insisted
that his goal was to defeat his
Republican rival and former President
Donald Trump, adding that only "Lord
Almighty" could persuade him to
withdraw himself from the race, The
Guardian reported.His remarks came
amid a section of Democrats calling on
the 8l-year-old president to pull
himself out of the race following a
shaky performance at the June 27
presidential debate, which saw him
slipping up, stammering, appearing
confused and perceived loss of train of
thought.Biden, who is the oldest US
President, has been under the scanner
over his mental health and age
concerns and whether he is fit to serve
another four-year term. The Democrat
leader has repeatedly insisted he was
fine.In an interview with George
Stephanopoulos of ABC News on
Friday, Biden said, "Look. I mean, if
the Lord Almighty came down and said,
'Joe, get out of the race', I'd get out of
the race," he said, adding, "The Lord
Almighty's not coming down."He also
dismissed his lacklustre performance
at the presidential debate as a "bad

episode" and took full responsibility
for what transpired. "I just had a bad
night. I don't know why," he said.Biden
also refused to get a detailed cognitive
test done and make the results public to
reassure voters he is fit to run for a
second time in office."l have a
cognitive test every single day. Every
day I have that test - everything I do (is
a test)," he said.The 81-year-old
Democrat insisted that fatigue was the
only issue and that there were “no
indications of any serious condition”.
"I was exhausted. I didn't listen to my
instincts in terms of preparing,” Biden
said.He further said it was no one else’s
fault but his own, admitting that he had
been feeling "terrible" before the
debate and mentioned undergoing a
Covid-19 test and checks for other

infections, all of which came back
negative. "l justhad areally bad cold."

The President also mentioned the
ongoing assessments by his personal
doctors, who he said would not hesitate
to inform him if something were
wrong. "Can I run the 100 in 10 flat?
No. But I’'m still in good shape," Biden
remarked.Despite the debate setback,
Biden exuded confidence about having
what it takes to beat Trump, brushing
off growing concerns and polls
showing him trailing the Republican.
"I don't think anyone is more
qualified," he stated.He also noted that
Trump’s disruptions during the debate
had been distracting, admitting, "I
realised that, even when I was
answering a question and they turned
his mic off, he was still shouting and I
let it distract me. I’'m not blaming it on
that. But I realised that I just wasn’t in
control."he interview, along with
campaign stops in battleground states
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, is part of
Biden’s effort to win back voters after
his faltering debate performance. At
the Wisconsin rally, he doubled down
on staying in the race, declaring.

France to vote in presidential runoff today as far-right bids for power

Paris. France is set to vote in a

presidential runoff on Sunday that
will reconfigure the political
landscape, with opinion polls
forecasting the far-right National
Rally (RN) will win the most votes,
but likely fall short of a
majority.Such an outcome could
plunge the country into a chaotic
hung parliament, severely denting
the authority of President
Emmanuel Macron.Equally, if the
nationalist, eurosceptic RN did win a
majority, the pro-business, pro-Europe
president could find himself forced
into a difficult "cohabitation".Marine
Le Pen's RN scored historic gains to
win last Sunday's first-round vote,
raising the spectre of France's first far-
right government since World War Two.

forces over the past week in a bid to
forge an anti-RN barricade, Le Pen's
hopes of the RN winning an absolute
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majority in the 577-seat National
Assembly seem less certain.Polls
suggest the RN will become the
dominant legislative force, but fail to
reach the 289-seat majority that Le Pen
and her 28-year-old protege Jordan
Bardella believe would allow them to
claim the prime minister's job and drag
France sharply rightward.

Polls open at 8§ am and close at 6 pm in

towns and small cities and 8 pm in
larger cities, with initial projections

expected the moment voting ends,

based on partial counts from a

sample of polling stations.Much

will depend on whether voters
follow the calls of leading anti-RN
alliances to block the far right from
power, or support far-right
contenders.Raphael Glucksmann,

a member of the European

Parliament who led France's leftist

ticket in last month's European

vote, said he viewed Sunday's run-
off as a simple referendum on whether
"the Le Pen family takes over this
country".

"France is on the cliff-edge, and we don't
know if we're going to jump," he told
France Inter radio last week.A
longtime pariah for many due to its
history of racism and antisemitism, the
RN has increased its support on the
back of voter anger at Macron,
straitened household budgets and
immigration concerns.

presidential runoff election,
besting hard-liner Jalili

DUBAI.Reformist candidate Masoud Pezeshkian
won Iran’s runoff presidential election Saturday,
besting hard-liner Saeed Jalili by promising to
reach out to the West and ease enforcement on the
country’s mandatory headscarf law after years of
sanctions and protests squeezing the Islamic
Republic.ezeshkian promised no radical changes
to Iran’s Shiite theocracy in his campaign and
long has held Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as the final arbiter of all matters of state
in the country. But even Pezeshkian’s modest
aims will be challenged by an Iranian government
still largely held by hard-liners, the ongoing
Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip, and Western
fears over Tehran enriching uranium to near-
weapons-grade levels. vote count offered by
authorities put Pezeshkian as the winner with
16.3 million votes to Jalili’s 13.5 million in
Friday’s election.Supporters of Pezeshkian, a
heart surgeon and longtime lawmaker, entered the
streets of Tehran and other cities before dawn to
celebrate as his lead grew over Jalili, a hard-line
former nuclear negotiator.But Pezeshkian's win
still sees Iran at a delicate moment, with tensions
high in the Mideast over the Israel-Hamas war in
the Gaza Strip, Iran's advancing nuclear program,
and a looming U.S. election that could put any
chance of a detente between Tehran and
Washington at risk.The first round of voting on
June 28 saw the lowest turnout in the history of
the Islamic Republic since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution. Iranian officials have long pointed to
turnout as a sign of support for the country's Shiite
theocracy, which has been under strain after years
of sanctions crushing Iran's economy, mass
demonstrations and intense crackdowns on all
dissent.Government officials up to Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei predicted a
higher participation rate as voting got underway,
with state television airing images of modest lines
at some polling centres across the
country.However, online videos purported to
show some polls empty while a survey of several
dozen sites in the capital, Tehran, saw light traffic
amid a heavy security presence on the streets.The
election came amid heightened regional tensions.
In April, Iran launched its first-ever direct attack
on Israel over the war in Gaza, while militia
groups that Tehran arms in the region — such as
the Lebanese Hezbollah and Yemen’s Houthi
rebels — are engaged in the fighting and have
escalated their attacks.Iran is also enriching
uranium at near weapons-grade levels and
maintains a stockpile large enough to build
several nuclear weapons, should it choose to do so.
And while Khamenei remains the final decision-
maker on matters of state, whichever man ends up
winning the presidency could bend the country’s
foreign policy toward either confrontation or
collaboration with the West.

Trump distances himself from 'Project
2025 to overhaul US administration

«1he Project 2025 outlines a
dramatic expansion of
presidential power and a
plan to fire as many as
50,000 government
workers to replace them
with Trump loyalists.

Washington Former President Donald
Trump tried to distance himself on Friday
from a conservative group's sweeping
plans for the next Republican presidency,
days after its leader claimed a second
American Revolution was underway that
would "remain bloodless if the left allows
it to be."The Republican presidential
candidate renounced any connection with
Project 2025, a plan Democrats have been
attacking to highlight what they say is
Trump's extreme policy agenda for a
second term should he beat President Joe
Biden in the Nov. 5 election.Many people
involved in the project led by the Heritage

Foundation, America's top
conservative think tank, worked in
the Trump White House and would
likely help fill out his
administration if he wins in
November.But Trump said on his
Truth Social platform he had
nothing to do with the plan."I know
nothing about Project 2025. I have
no idea who is behind it," he
wrote."l disagree with some of the
things they're saying," he continued,
adding some of their assertions

campaign to Project 2025.“Project 2025
is the extreme policy and personnel
playbook for Trump’s second term that
should scare the hell out of the American
people," campaign spokesperson
Ammar Moussa said in a statement.The
900-page blueprint calls for drastic
reform of the federal government,
including a gutting of some federal
agencies and a vast expansion of
presidential power. Trump's statements
and policy positions suggest he is
aligned with some but not all of the

were "absolutely ridiculous and
abysmal."

Trump's post came three days after
Heritage Foundation president Kevin
Roberts' comments on Steve Bannon's
"War Room" podcast about a second
American Revolution. Democrats and
others criticised what they viewed as a
veiled threat of violence.In a statement
provided by a Project 2025 spokesperson
on Friday, Roberts repeated his claim that
Americans were carrying out arevolution
"to take power back from the elites and
despotic bureaucrats" and said it was the
political left that had a history of political
violence.The spokesperson said that

while Project 2025 provided
recommendations for the next
Republican president, it would be up to
Trump, should he win, to decide whether
to implement them.Trump's move to
create distance with Project 2025 could in
part reflect an effort to moderate his
message in the final months of the race,
especially with Biden's campaign
faltering after the Democratic candidate's
June 27 debate, said James Wallner, a
political science professor at Clemson
University."Trump is basically now
seeking to appeal to a broader audience,"
Wallner said.The Biden campaign has
stepped up its efforts to tie Trump's

project's agenda.The plans have been

drawn up by the Heritage Foundation in
coordination with a collection of other
like-minded groups.A number of people
who worked on Project 2025 have close
ties to the former president. Russ Vought,
who was Trump's director of the Office of
Management and Budget and is heading
up a key committee at the Republican
National Convention, authored one of the
project's chapters.Stephen Miller, a
former senior adviser to Trump who is
widely expected to be tapped for a top job
in a second Trump administration, heads
up a legal group on Project 2025's
advisory board.
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Wimbledon 2024, Day 7 Order of
Play: Alcaraz, Sinner set for 4th
round action

New Delhi. The Day 7 of Wimbledon 2024
will see several big names in action as
defending champion and third seed Carlos
Alcaraz will take on 16th-seeded Ugo
Humbert from France in the round of 16 of
men’s singles at the All England Lawn
Tennis and Croquet Club (AELTC),
London on Sunday, July 7.rench Open
champion Alcaraz had to fight his way back
against Frances Tiafoe in the third round as
the Spaniard sealed the fourth set in a
tiebreak before claiming a convincing
victory in the fifth. He will be given some
tough competition from Humbert who’s
coming into the fixture after beating
Brandon Nakashima over four closely
fought sets. World Number one Janik Sinner
will be up against 4th-seeded American Ben
Shelton in his fourth-round fixture while
Fifth seeded Daniil Medvedev will take on
tenth-seeded Grigor Dimitrov.Sinner faced
some difficulty in the first two rounds where
he dropped a set each but later sailed
through third round with a straight-sets win
over Miomir Kecmanovic. On the other
hand, Shelton has been pushed into a fifth
set in each round will look to gain
confidence from his ability to perform
under pressure.In women'’s singles, second
seed Coco Gauff will face-off with the 19th
seeded Emma Navarro. Gauff has reached
the Wimbledon fourth round twice, but has
never been able to progress further ahead.
However, the 20-year-old looks in good
form this year coming in from three
straight-set wins.

Young India frying their best to
carry forward Rohit, Virat's
legacy: Ravi Bishnoi

New Delhi. India spinner Ravi Bishnoi has
said that the young team is trying their best to
take forward the legacy of Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma and Ravindra Jadeja, three modern-
day greats who retired from the T20I format
after India's triumphant T20 World Cup run
in the USA and Caribbean islands. Speaking
in Harare after India's loss in the first T201
against Zimbabwe, Bishnoi said that the
Indian players were given their best.

World Champions India were shocked by
minnows Zimbabwe in the first T20I match
of the series on Saturday, 7 July. The Indian
team failed to chase down 116 runs in
Harare, and lost their first T20I match in
2024. The entire Indian batting unit, which
included the likes of Shubman Gill,
Abhishek Sharma, Riyan Parag and Ruturaj
Gaikwad failed, as Zimbabwe scripted a
memorable victory.Indian Premier League
stars Riyan Parag and Rinku Singh were
heavily trolled by fans on social media after
their loss. Both Riyan and Rinku got out to
fast bowler Tendai Chatara. While Riyan
scored 2 off 3 balls, Rinku got out trying to
pull the fast bowler in the second ball of his
innings, when he had not scored a single
run.Speaking to the media after the game
Bishnoi blamed the loss on the batting order
collapse. At one point in time, India had lost
6 wickets inside the first 50 runs, while
chasing only 116. Bishnoi felt that if India
could have gotten a 20-30-run partnership in
the middle overs, things might have looked
different."We collapsed. The lack of
partnerships, that made a difference. If we
could have had 20-30 runs partnerships, the
story could be different," Bishnoi said in
Saturday after the match.

"The seniors handed the responsibility to us
and it is our responsibility to take the flag
ahead, we are trying our best," Bishnoi
further said.

Euro 2024: Netherlands storm
into semi-finals with comeback

win over Turkiye

New Delhi, A spirited Turkiye were knocked
out by Netherlands in the quarter-final of
Euro 2024 on Saturday, 6 July. Playing at the
Olympiastadion in Berlin, the Dutch held on
despite Turkiye taking the lead the in first
half, to reach their first Euro semi-final in 20
years.Turkiye were fantastic throughout the
match, but were undone in two crucial
moments. The first one came from de Vrij in
the 70th minute of the game, when the
Netherlands were frustrated and were
looking out of the game. De Vrij converted
the cross from Memphis Depay inside the
box to help Netherlands draw level against
their wily opponent. The second one came
just 6 minutes later when Dezel Dumfries
put in a harmless low cross into Depay and
Cody Gakpo. Turkiye defenders, who had
done so well till that time to push the
attackers off were caught napping and it
ended resulting in an own goal when Mert
Muldur tried to slide tackle Gakpo from
behind at the far post.Turkiye tried hard in
the final 10 minutes of the game to search for
the equalizer, but it never came. Dutch
goalkeeper Bart Verbruggen made two
crucial saves - first, a low freekick from
Arda Guler that was finger-tipped into the
side bar - and then a reflex save from close
range to keep the Oranje ahead in the game.

Turkiye were the more creative of the two
teams, breaking the lines from all parts of
the pitch. Hakan Calhanoglu, Arda Guler
ran the show in the attacking mid-field,
while Baris Alper Yilmaz ran himself to the
ground, driving the ball in the final third.
Arda and Calhanoglu's street smarts, mixed
with Yilmaz's character and ability to give
hundred per cent in every single challenge
he made helped Turkiye take the lead in the
first half of the match.

New Delhi. The BCCI (Board of

Zimbabwe vs India 2nd T201, Predicted
Playing XI: Battered India eager to fighthack

Zimbabwe and India will lock
horns in the second T201 of the

five-match series on Sunday,
July 7. India will be eager to
bounce hack after humiliating
loss in the first game.

New Delhi. Ayoungteam India was handed
a surprise defeat by Zimbabwe in the first
T20I of the five-match series on Saturday,
July 6 at Harare Sports Club, Harare.
Chasing a low total of 116, the Men in Blue
were bundled out for 102 in 19.5 overs with
captain Shubman Gill being the top scorer
with31(29).

After a humiliating loss, India don’t have
much time to regroup as they will take the
field in the second T20I on Sunday, July 7
at the same venue. The young Turks will be
desperate to turn things around after
tainting the crown of world champions
handed over by the senior pros.There are a
lot of areas to improve with the bat for the

young side as they failed to stitch small
partnerships in the middle overs which
eventually cost them the game. A total of
three debutants featured for India in the
first T20I namely Riyan Parag, Dhruv Jurel
and Abhishek Sharma.

However, the trio had a game to forget with

Sharma getting dismissed for a four-ball

duck while Parag (2 off 3) and Jurel (6 off
14) got dismissed cheaply. Ravi Bishnoi
shone with the ball registering figures of
4/13 in four overs. Despite being
hammered in the first T20I, the team
management is unlikely to make any
changes in the playing XI and will look to
give more chances to the underperforming

India announce squad for women's Asia
Cup 2024 set to begin from July 19

Control for Cricket in India)
announced the squad for the
upcoming women’s Asia Cup 2024
on Friday, July 6. The selection
committee has retained 15 out of the
17 players currently playing in the
series against South Africa and left
out Amanjot Kaur and Shabnam
Shakil.

Shakil was a late addition to the team
for all three formats to reinforce the
seam attack and is yet to make her
debut for the national side. On the
other hand, all-rounder Kaur also didn’t
feature in any of the matches of the
tour. The rest of the squad contains all the
familiar names with Harmanpreet Kaur set
to lead the team with Smriti Mandhana
acting as her deputy. Apart from the 15-
member squad, the selection committee
has also named Shweta Sehrawat, Saika
Ishaque, Tanuja Kanwer and Meghna
Singh as travelling reserves. The ninth
edition of the women’s Asia Cup will
begin from July 19 in Sri Lanka with the
final of the competition to be played on

July 28\

A total of eight teams will be seen

participating in the event which have been
divided into two groups. India have been
put in Group A alongside Pakistan, UAE
and Nepal. On the other hand, Group B
contains Malaysia, Thailand, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka.

The opening game of the event will be

played between UAE and Nepal on July
19 at Rangiri Dambulla International
Stadium, Dambulla while India will begin
their campaign against arch-rivals

Pakistan at the same venue
later in the day.
India are the defending
champions
The continental event will be
held in the T20 format and
will serve as a dress rehearsal
for the women’s T20 World
Cup scheduled to be held
later this year in Bangladesh
from October 3. Notably, the
Women in Blue are the
defending champions of the
event having won the trophy
in the previous edition held in 2022. India
are also the most dominant team of the
tournament having won seven out of the
eight editions contested so far with
Bangladesh being the only other winner in
2018.Squad: Harmanpreet Kaur (c), Smriti
Mandhana (vc), Shafali Verma, Deepti
Sharma, Jemimah Rodrigues, Richa
Ghosh (wk), Uma Chetry (wk), Pooja
Vastrakar, Arundhati Reddy, Renuka
Singh Thakur, Dayalan Hemalatha, Asha
Sobhana, Radha Yadav, Shreyanka Patil,
Sajana Sajeevan

John Cena announces WWE retlrement to finish up with company in 2025

New Delhi. John Cena has announced his
shock retirement from WWE with the 16-
time World Champion set to end his time
inside the ring by 2025. Cena made the
announcement during the Money In The
Bank Premium Live Event in Toronto,

where he made a surprise appearance. gy

Cena was sporting a new t-shirt which had
the words 'the Last Time is Now' written
onit.

Cena was introduced by WWE Hall Of
Famer Trish Stratus to the crowd in Toronto,
before Cena would announce his retirement
from the company. At first, it was thought
that the 16-time World Champion would
wrestle for the last time at WrestleMania.
However, Cena stated in the post Money In
The Bank media scrum that WrestleMania
41 would be his final appearance at the Show
Of Shows and he aims to wrestle until

r\ ﬂlu‘ml "

December 2025.

“Tonight, I announce my retirement from the
WWE," said Cena inside the ring.Cena is
expected to be on WWE RAW's debut on
Netflix, Royal Rumble 2025, Elimination
Chamber 2025 and WrestleMania41.

John Cena's WWE career so far

Cena has had a Hall Of Fame career in WWE,
since making his debut in the company in
2002 when he answered an open challenge

from Kurt Angle during an episode of
SmackDown in June.enaquickly
adopted the 'Doctor of Thuganomics'
persona, that made him an instant hit
amongst the fans and he would go on
to win the WWE Championship for
the first time in his career.Cena has
then gone on to win the WWE title a
total of 13 times, World Heavyweight
championship 3 times and won the
Royal Rumble 2 times. Cena has
adopted a lesser role in WWE over the past
few years given his Hollywood
commitments.Cena has taken time off his
schedule to make appearances in WWE and
also made the trip to India for the first time in
his career last year. Cena's last appearance in
the WWE before Sunday was during the
WrestleMania 40 main event when he got
involved in the match between Roman
Reigns and Cody Rhodes.

youngsters.

ZIM vs IND Predicted Playing X1

On the other hand, Zimbabwe will be
delighted with the clinical
performances of their players which
brought the world champions down to
their knees. Captain Sikandar Raza was
the star of the show as his all round
show played a pivotal role in his team’s
win. Raza scored 17 (19) and later
picked up 3/25 dismissing his
counterpart Shubman Gill, Ravi
Bishnoi and Mukesh Kumar.

Hence, changes are unlikely to happen in
both the teams for the upcoming clash
as both sides won’t be willing to chop
and change this early in the series.

- India’s Predicted XI: Shubman Gill (c),

Abhishek Sharma, Ruturaj Gaikwad,

SO Riyan Parag, Rinku Singh, Dhruv Jurel

(wk), Washington Sundar, Ravi
Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Mukesh Kumar,
Khaleel AhmedZimbabwe’s Predicted XI:
Wessly Madhevere, Innocent Kaia, Brian
Bennett , Sikandar Raza (c), Dion Myers,
Johnathan Campbell, Clive Madande (wk),
Wellington Masakadza, Luke Jongwe,
Blessing Muzarabani, Tendai Chatara

Cop congratulates Rohit
Sharma for T20 World Cup

triumph at airport

New Delhi. Indian cricket team captain Rohit

Sharma has been spreading smiles wherever
he goes after leading India to T20 World Cup
2024 triumph in the West Indies. The Indian
skipper once again made the day of his
special fan as he posed with him for a
photograph at the airport.In a viral video, a
policeman at the airport can be seen a bit
nervous up first seeing Rohit up close as he
offers him a handshake. In a heartwarming
gesture, the Indian skipper obliged to his
request and shook hands with him while
exchanging smiles.Later ahead in the video,
the person also requests for a photograph
with the Indian captain and he happily
accepts his request by posing alongside him
with the camera.Ever since the team India’s
arrival back home from the West Indies,
Rohit has been felicitated all across the
country. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hosted the entire team India for a special
breakfast meeting at his residence. Later,
Rohit was also invited by Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde for felicitation
alongside teammates Suryakumar Yadav,
Shivam Dube and Yashasvi Jaiswal.

The India captain also gave a speech at

Maharashtra Vidhan Bhawan in Mumbai
where he made a hilarious remark about
Suryakumar’s game-changing catch of
David Miller in the final.

“After Surya caught the ball. He told me that

the ball got stuck in his hand. Otherwise, I
would have stuck it into him,” Rohit said in
the assembly.Rohit's phenomenal T20
World Cup with bat

Notably, Rohit played a pivotal role in India’s

successful campaign being the second-
highest run scorer of the tournament. The
opening batter gave explosive starts to the
team scoring 257 runs from eight innings at
an average of 36.71 and a strike rate of
156.70 with three fifties to his name.

The Indian captain started the tournament

with a brilliant knock of 52* (37) against
Ireland. His best innings came against
Australia in the Super 8 clash as smoked the
Australian bowlers all over the park scoring
a breathtaking 92 (41) with the help of seven
fours and eight sixes.

LIM vs IND, 2nd T20I: Prediction, team
news, pitch conditions and predicted XI

India cricketer Krunal Pandya
penned an emotional note for
brother Hadik after his historic
120 World Cup 2024 triumph.
Hardik was booed by fans
during IPL 2024 after replacing
Rohit Sharma as skipper.

New Delhi, Shubman Gill's India were handed
a reality check by Sikandar Raza's
Zimbabwe in the opening T20I of the 5-
match series on Saturday, 6 July. India failed
to chase down 116 runs in Harare, and were
bundled out for their lowest T201 score in the
last 8 years. Star players who have already
made a name in the Indian Premier League
miserably failed in the sticky track in Harare
as India got bundled out for just 102 runs in

19.5 oversIndia captain Shubman Gill
said that the team looked rusty and asked
his batters to step up in the next game.
The India side will do well to keep their
ego and methods aside as the Harare track
is not the one where they will get to make
200+ runs every day. The team will look
to shake the defeat off and get into their
zone quickly as they face Zimbabwe once
again on Sunday, 7 July.

The batters including debutants Riyan
Parag, Abhishek Sharma and Dhruv Jurel
will hope to assess the situation quickly
as India cannot let another game slip
against a team that was not able to qualify
for the T20 World Cup 2024. Zimbabwe
were beaten by Uganda in the African
qualifiers and had to sit out this year's
competition despite being a legacy team in
the history of African cricketIndia are likely
to field an unchanged XI as interim coach
VVS Laxman would hope that it was just one
bad day at the office for the batters. There are
several players in this team who are expected
to take over the mantle from Virat Kohli,
Rohit Sharma and Ravindra Jadeja, and they
will need to prove their worth on Sunday,

when India face the wily Zimbabwean team
once again.

ZIM VS IND, 2ND T20I: PITCH AND
WEATHER REPORT

Zimbabwe captain Sikandar Raza said after the
first T20I that in the winter the pitch was
expected to remain sticky, helping the
spinners. Something similar can be expected
in the 2nd T201 match as well. The weather is
expected to be sunny without any rainfall at
all.

ZIM vs IND: WHEN AND WHERE TO

WATCH?

Harare Sports Club in Harare will host all
the T20Is in Harare. The matches will
get underway at 1 pm local time and
4:30 pm IST.

ZIM vs IND, 2ND T201: PREDICTED
PLAYINGXIS

Both teams are unlikely to change their
playing XI for the second match of the
series. Zimbabwe have won the match
and do not need to break their winning
combination. On the other hand, it is too
early for Team India to snatch away the
trust from their preferred playing XI.

India Playing XI

Shubman Gill (c), Abhishek Sharma, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Riyan Parag, Rinku Singh, Dhruv
Jurel (wk), Washington Sundar, Ravi
Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Mukesh Kumar,
Khaleel Ahmed

Zimbabwe Playing XI

Wessly Madhevere, Innocent Kaia, Brian
Bennett, Sikandar Raza (c), Dion Myers,
Johnathan Campbell, Clive Madande (wk),
Wellington Masakadza, Luke Jongwe,
Blessing Muzarabani, Tendai Chatara
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laapsee
Pannu

Reveals She Would Have Agreed . e
To Star In Animal 'On Paper':
'But The Difference Is... ..

' I \he influence of films on audiences and the moral responsibilities of actors and filmmakers have been

longstanding topics of discussion. This debate intensified following the release of director Sandeep
Reddy Vanga’s “Animal” last December, which faced criticism for allegedly glorifying misogyny

and violence. In a recent edition of Expresso, Taapsee Pannu was asked whether she would have agreed to
star in a film like ‘Animal.” Her response was direct: “On paper, yes.She elaborated, “If I would have read -
the script of Animal, I would have been equally excited as Ranbir Kapoor... But, the difference is... when L)
you read a script and when you see what you see, it is the director’s medium. When I am reading a script, [
don’t know which shot he is putting low angle and high BGM on... I can’t see that through script. Itis 4 % '
only the director who can communicate that with the shot-taking and with the post-production. You v /
conceive a certain scene and shot. Heroism, or how you celebrate (a character, depends on how the

scene is shot), it will not be on
| paper.”Using her role in the film
| “Badla’ as an example, Taapsee
. explained that she was fully
~aware of the character she )
was signing up for—a
thoroughly dark
character who would
receive no
redemption.
“Nowhere in the
entire film you will
see them
! celebrating my
8 darkness,” she ~
noted. She went
on to emphasize,
“Now, that’s
where director’s
N politics comes in.

That’s why it is a

director’s

medium which no actor can read when they are reading the script.”
Reaffirming that she would have agreed to ‘Animal’ based on the script, Taapsee

commented, “It was a little strange to hear cheers and whistles at certain

moments and points where I wouldn’t have liked the BGM to grow like that,

where the audience is forced to cheer, clap and whistle at certain moments.

That’s the issue.In a star-studded cast including Ranbir Kapoor, Rashmika

Mandanna, Anil Kapoor, and Triptii Dimri, ‘Animal,” under the direction of ;

Sandeep Reddy Vanga, raked in a staggering Rs 900 crore worldwide.

However, the film faced significant criticism for its portrayal of misogyny

and violence, sparking a heated debate amongst viewers and critics alike.
B

\ Reveals Secret Wedding With Jay Mehta Was Due
 To Fear Of Losing Her Career: "We Kept It Quiet...

During the heights of her career in the 1990s, actress Juhi Chawla clandestinely tied the knot with

businessman Jay Mehta, veiling their union from the public eye. In a previous interview, Juhi disclosed
how the absence of mobile phone cameras in that era allowed their secret nuptials to remain hidden.
Fearing for her career, Juhi opted for a covert marriage with Jay in 1995, and the couple now shares two
children, Jhanvi and Arjun.In a conversation with former journalist Rajeev Masand on his YouTube channel
a few years back, Juhi revealed, “I was just about established and just starting to do well. That’s the time
Jay was serenading me, and I was afraid of losing my career just when I kind of got there. So, I wanted
carry on and this seemed the midway, that let’s keep it quiet and it’s okay, you carry on
working.”Reflecting on that period, Juhi shared the challenging circumstances she faced with the loss

of her mother, expressing, “That year my mother passed ey e
<’ away as well so I had another tragedy and that was a very }’ 4 & ;
: difficult time for me as well because I felt I was going to
/ lose everything I had, everything I loved, my work an
my mum.”During a recent discussion at an event |~
organized by the Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & [+
Industry, Juhi shared a heartwarming anecdote about
her wedding. Juhi revealed how her mother-in-law &
intervened to simplify their grand wedding plans,
prompting the cancellation of nearly 2000 invitations
that had been dispatched worldwide. She recounted the
intimate ceremony that followed, where they exchanged
vows in a cozy setting surrounded by only their immediate
family and closest friends, “She convinced the family to not
have the big wedding and I got married at home with just the family and closest friends in attendance. So
with just 80-90 people present. Imagine your mother-in-law cancelling the invites that had already been sent
A\ out,” she stated.It was in the year 1998 when Juhi was shooting for the movie Duplicate, when she received
A the bad news about the untimely demise of her mother Mona Chawla, in an accident. Jay, who had seen his
own share of misfortune as he lost his first wife Sujata Birla in a plane crash in 1990, comforted Juhi and
helped her cope with the mammoth loss. “That was a very difficult time fome, because I felt I was going to
\ lose everything I loved,” the actress had earlier told CNN-News18.“From then on, everywhere I went, he
turned up. Everywhere I looked, he was there with flowers and notes and gifts. Every day! On my birthday, I
remember he sent me a truckload of red roses. I was like, ‘“What do you do with a truckload of flowers?’ He

really did all he could. After a year, he proposed,” Juhi had recalled.

Manisha Koirala Reveals

She Was Labeled 'Easy’' for

Dating Men; ‘I Lead My Life
On My Ow Trs’

anisha Koirala, who was one of the

most popular Hindi movie stars of the

1990s, recently opened up about the
time when she was asked to not reveal that she
drank alcohol and had a boyfriend. Manisha
shared that during the making of Saudagar,
which was her debut in Hindi films, she was
asked to hide the fact that she was having vodka
at a party because “actresses are not meant to be
drinking alcohol.Speaking to Filmfare, she
said, “At the time of Saudagar, there was a coke
mixed with vodka, and T was told by people
around me not not tell people that I am drinking
vodka because actresses are not meant to be
drinking alcohol. I was told to say that I’'m
drinking coke. I learnt that new thing. I told my
mom, ‘I am drinking coke’, and she knew I put
vodka in it and she said, ‘Listen, if you are
drinking vodka, say you are drinking vodka,
don’t say you are drinking coke, don’t lie for
such small little things’.”

Manisha said that she did not like the idea of
keeping secrets, so if she was dating somebody,
she would say it. “If I was dating somebody, |
am dating somebody. You want to judge me?
Go ahead and judge me but that’s me, this is me
and I lead my life on my own terms,” she added.
She also talked about the sexism in the movie
industry, where male actors were seen as
“macho” for having many girlfriends, but
female actors were labeled “easy” for dating
someone.Manisha said that she faced criticism
because, in those days, male actors with many
girlfriends were called macho, while actresses
were expected to be “untouched.” “I faced
some flak for it because in those days, the
heroes could have many girlfriends, and they
were called macho men, but the actress was
supposed to be this, ‘no no no, nobody is
touching me’ and ‘we are very untouched’,” she
said and added, ‘It was also misunderstood that
(she is) very easy or easy girl to you know...
But I took it on my stride.

Arjun Kapoor, Akash Ambani
Turn DJ At Anant Ambani-
Radhika Merchant's Sangeet,
Groove To Arjan Vailly

nant Ambani and Radhika Merchant are

all set to tie the knot on July 12, but their

pre-wedding festivities have been a
whirlwind since March. The Ambani family
has pulled out all the stops by organizing a
grand sangeet ceremony for the couple,
scheduled for this Friday at the prestigious
Nita Mukesh Ambani Cultural Centre
(NMACC).A video is going viral on the
internet from the sangeet night. In the short
clip, Arjun Kapoor can be seen taking over the
DJ console and was soon joined by none other
than the groom-to-be’s brother, Akash
Ambani. The duo jammed and grooved
together to Arjan Vailly from Sandeep Reddy
Vanga’s film Animal, bringing the night to life.
Judging by the video, they had an amazing
time! Check out the clip here:

Bhupinder Babbal’s powerful rendition of the
song “Arjan Vailly” from Sandeep Reddy
Vanga’s film Animal created a buzz among
movie enthusiasts. The song, featuring Ranbir
Kapoor, Anil Kapoor, Rashmika Mandanna,
and Bobby Deol, became a social media
sensation, with users incorporating it into
countless reels on Instagram. No wonder it was
on playlist of the big night.

The highlight of the sangeet, however, was a
performance by popstar Justin Bieber. The
singer, whose triumphant return to the stage in
an intimate Toronto concert at Drake’s club
earlier this year made a lot of noise, performed
his popular songs such as Baby, Never Let You
Go, Love Yourself, Peaches, Boyfriend, Sorry
and Where Are U Now at the sangeet.eliance
Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani and his
wife Nita Ambani kicked off the wedding
festivities for their son Anant Ambani and his
fiancée Radhika Merchant with the Mameru
ceremony at their residence, Antilia, in
Mumbai on Wednesday.




	PAGE 1
	PAGE 2
	PAGE 3
	PAGE 4
	PAGE 5
	PAGE 6
	PAGE 7
	PAGE 8
	PAGE 9
	PAGE 10
	PAGE 11
	PAGE 12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


