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The unfathomed
wonderland that is
Lanskar

We four childhood friends, classmates since
1972, journeyed through Ladakh and returned
via Zanskar last fortnight. Zanskar in Tibetan
means the ‘land of white copper’ and the
accounts we read or heard were indeed alluring.
So, we decided to traverse the region — my
three friends in an SUV and I on my motorcycle.
At the end of two weeks, it did turn out to be an
unfathomed wonderland, be it the landscapes,
the cultural milieu or the flora and
fauna.Zanskar falls in Kargil district of the UT
of Ladakh. It is sandwiched between the Great
Himalayan ranges to its south-west and Zanskar
range to its north-east. Since it falls in the rain
shadow region of Great Himalayas, it is a high-
altitude cold desert. The altitude of Zanskar
varies between 3500m and 6000m above the
mean sea level We entered the region from Suru
valley and realised that the roads ran between
the tree line (3000m) and the snow line
(4000m). The slopes of the towering mountains
were bare, brown and weathered or covered in
snow. As soon as we rode over Pensi La, the
gateway to Zanskar, we were welcomed by a
flock of bharal (blue sheep), which charged up
the ravine but offered us a wonderful sighting. I
walked to the road berm which abutted a glacial
outwash. It was covered with small plants
bearing bright yellow flowers. Suddenly, two
Himalayan marmots, all fat and cuddly,
lumbered up to the edge and stood up on their
hind legs in the typical rodent fashion, quite
unafraid. Perhaps, people were feeding them or
the gentle locals left them alone, thus prompting
them to lead fearless lives! I shooed them away,
because these unsuspecting souls become road-
kill victims when they start trusting people and
keep walking up to the roads.They ran into their
burrow screaming and whistling their alarm
calls. I sat down on the road berm and soon the
marmots started appearing from there burrows.
I counted 16 of them and the entire outwash
seemed to be a warren of marmot burrows. They
regaled me with their antics and all of a sudden,
there was some more whistling and shrieking
while they all vanished into their subterranean
safe houses. I had not moved, what was it that
set off the alarm? A shadow moved and when [
looked up, a golden eagle was soaring on its 2-
metre wingspan, looking for its breakfast. It was
a glorious sight. The first step into the valley
was so eventful. As we descended from the pass,
we entered the breeding grounds of the
migratory birds seen in winter in the plains.
There were Eurasian Magpies, Hill Pigeons,
White-winged Redstarts, Blue Throats, Red-
billed and Yellow-billed Choughs, Chukar
Partridges, flocks of House Sparrows,
Mountain Finches and Rose Finches near every
village or field. At the Rangdum Dak Bungalow,
where we spent the night, a pair of Hill Pigeons
was nesting on the windowsill and a flock of
Asian House Martins under the ewes of an
adjoining house. Across the road, on the sand
bars of Stod river, I saw for the first time a
nesting sight of Ruddy Shell Ducks.

At Sani lake, which is a kettle lake formed by
glacial action, there were a pair of Whiskered
Terns nesting on a dry mound in the water. [ also
saw that the lake was a breeding ground for the
indigenous Snow Trout. There were many other
birds like Citrine Wagtails, White Wagtails,
Grey Wagtails, Wood Sandpipers — that
migrate to plains in winters.

ust outside the Sani monastery, in a mustard field,
I saw large flocks of House Sparrows, Great
Rose Finches, Common Rose Finches, Fire-
fronted Serins and Brandt’s Rose Finches,
feeding peacefully.

Walking shoes and the Kasauli Club

It was a simple issue, really. The Kasauli Club, renowned
for its storied history as a sanctuary for the British Raj’s
elite, where social meetings, tea and dinner dances
were the norm, found itself in the middle of a footwear
fiasco. The debate? Whether or not walking shoes,
recommended for seniors, should be allowed inside the
hallowed halls of this venerable establishmentYou’d
think such a matter would be resolved swiftly with a
nod of agreement and, perhaps, a polite round of
applause. But no, the erudite members of the club
argued the point until the cows came home. The dress
code, it seems, is sacrosanct, especially in the bar and
dining hall.

Here, tradition holds sway like an overbearing
grandmother at a family reunion. One must don the
proper attire, lest they offend the ghosts of club
members past, who presumably wore top hats and tails
even to breakfast.Pavan K Varma, a former diplomat,
wrote that a dress code in clubs is necessary but should
not become a fetish. Yet, here we were, embroiled in a
debate that felt like choosing sides in a sartorial civil
war. On one side were the modernists, championing
comfort and commonsense. “Walking shoes are

recommended for seniors!” they cried. They spoke of |

arches and orthopaedics, of podiatry and practicality.
They envisioned a future where one could stride
confidently into the club without the fear of being
rebuked for wearing comfortable shoes. Opposing
them were the traditionalists, staunch defenders of
decorum. “What’s next?” they demanded. “Tracksuits
at teatime? Sneakers at soirées?” They painted a picture
of a slippery slope leading to the ultimate downfall of
civilisation, or at least the club’s reputation. Formal
Indian traditional dresses, they conceded, could be
allowed. After all, there’s a certain gravitas to a well-
draped saree or an elegantly tailored kurta. But walking
shoes? That was a bridge too far.

A member of the Calcutta Club recounted the memory of
MF Husain, India’s most famous artist, being denied
entry for not wearing appropriate footwear. And then
there was Ananda Shankar, the choreographer, who
was also turned away for dress code infractions.
Clearly, clubs have a history of ensuring that the spirit
of elegance was preserved, even as members shuffled
about in sensible shoes elsewhere. And so, the
arguments raged on, with each side bringing forth their
champions, armed with anecdotes and expert opinions.

One gentleman, surely resplendent in his blazer and
brogues, declared that he had once seen a man in
walking shoes and torn jeans order a cocktail, and the
horror of it still haunted him. Another member

BRITAIN’s Conservative Party had it coming. A strong

anti-incumbency sentiment brought its tumultuous 14-
year rule to an end as the Labour Party recorded a
thumping victory in the parliamentary elections.
Economic woes, political scandals, intra-party discord
and glaring lapses in delivering public services
prompted angry voters to throw out the Conservatives.
Defence minister Grant Shapps, who was among the
prominent losers, put it bluntly: ‘We’ve tried the
patience of traditional Conservative voters with a
propensity to create an endless political soap opera out
ofinternal rivalries and divisions.’

Infighting apart, the ruling party came a cropper on every

front in the past five years or so, with Boris Johnson’s
tenure as PM (2019-22) being especially disastrous.
The parties held at 10 Downing Street during Covid
lockdowns shocked the entire nation. Johnson’s
successor Liz Truss had the ignominy of being the
UK’s shortest-serving PM. And then came Indian-

countered, sharing a story of his grandmother, who had
taken up brisk walking at the age of 80 and credited her
longevity to her trusty walking shoes. “Sir, walking
shoes will be defined differently by each individual,”

someone said, “My grandparents and parents have
always walked into the club appropriately dressed for
the last 55 years. So, coming to the rules, let’s
implement them to the hilt.” Another worthy suggested
implementing a new rule: all members above 60 should
produce a medical certificate and could then wear the
approved footwear. And let’s not forget to station a
panel of podiatrists at the entrance, ready to approve or
disapprove each pair of shoes.

In the midst of this debate, the Kasauli Club itself stood as

a silent witness, trying to change with the times while
holding on to its cherished traditions. It had seen trends

Labour all the way

UK votes for change as Conservatives suffer rout

We have just completed a month since the stunning results
of the national elections were declared, yet it feels as if
the election rallies are still going on. The only difference
is that they take place now in our Parliament rather than
in the open grounds, nukkads and chai shops. I have
never been so dismayed as when I watched the new
coalition government and the new Leader of the
Opposition take each other down in full public view of
the entire nation. From the moment they took their oaths
and gave their inaugural speeches, there was little grace

or decorum displayed. Gone are the days when =-

parliamentarians rose above petty politics and rabble-
rousing to address those questions that ought to engage
the attention of our elected representatives. Insults were
freely hurled and no one listened to the other as answers
were given.f this is going to be the way that serious
matters of governance and the genuine problems we all
face are going to be addressed, then it is time we asked
some uncomfortable questions from all the
stakeholders. First, the Speaker and the Chairman of the
two Houses must be held accountable for not being firm
and fair. Surely, this is not such a difficult task. There is a
provision to adjourn the House and call the two leaders
to his chamber and sort out the mess over a cup of tea.
Come now to the behaviour of both the Treasury and
Opposition benches. Their constant heckling and loud
sloganeering even as the Prime Minister was speaking
was not at all becoming of a mature and responsible

origin technocrat Rishi Sunak, raising hopes of a
turnaround. However, it soon became evident that too
much damage had already been done and it was too late
for him to stem the rot.SSunak has graciously accepted

Yearning for basic civility

Gone are the days when MPs rose above rabble-rousing to address questions that matter
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bunch of politicians. The speeches of some of the I

Opposition MPs were heard in silence and were very
impressive, but was the same courtesy extended to the
other side? In the ensuing din, it seemed as if the
Opposition was daring the Speaker to expel them for
unruly behaviour, so that they could go out and claim
victimhood.In the Rajya Sabha, matters were fine in the
beginning when some banter was also exchanged in a
light-hearted manner, but then all hell broke loose. The
relentless shouting drowned out any sensible exchange.
Most will agree that walking out in protest when the

Prime Minster was speaking about the questions they
had raised only revealed a childish and immature
mindset. Ironically, all this while upholding the little red
book that declared their unswerving loyalty to the
Constitution. Perhaps they need to be told that holding it
aloft all the time is not as important as holding the
conventions and laws it contains in mind while in
Parliament.

Let us now turn our attention to another election and

another set of actors. I am speaking of USA and the
almost comical drama taking place there between two
equally unsuitable candidates. One who is well past his
prime and displays disquieting signs of early dementia,
and the other who is full of lies and gas. One shudders at
what we are going to witness when the results will be
announced in November. Whichever one of them wins,
the nation is going to lose. The story of knockout
verdicts doesn’t end there. Rishi Sunak has lost in

come and go, from the days of tennis whites to the era of
designer tracksuits. But this discussion about sports
shoes? It was a conundrum for the ages.Every
institution reflects its unique culture and ethos, and

members are typically drawn to it because of these
qualities, not in spite of them. Therefore, it’s perhaps
important to respect and maintain these traditions.
Also, at the very daunting interview prior to receiving
membership, hadn’t members assured they would
uphold the very traditions that made Kasauli Club the
venerable institution it is?And so, life at the Kasauli
Club went on. The debate over walking shoes had not
only brought the members together in a spirited
discussion, but also underscored that some issues are
worth every minute of debate — if only for the stories
they leave behind.

defeat and apologised to his party. While the
Conservatives lick their wounds after the rout and go
back to the drawing board, Keir Starmer and his
Labour Party have little time to celebrate their
landslide triumph. Britain is facing a slew of daunting
challenges, and the path to national renewal will be
inevitably rocky. The nation’s tax burden is set to
touch its highest since just after World War II, while
the net debt is almost equivalent to the annual
economic output.

With so many problems at home, the new UK
government may struggle to maintain continuity in
foreign policy, such as offering unequivocal support
to Ukraine in the war against Russia. Even as 28
Indian-origin candidates won, the real point of
interest for India is the Free Trade Agreement, which

has been in the works for quite some time. Delhi hopes

that this pact will be finalised and sealed this year
without major hitches.

Britain. As in France, other European countries are also
taking a sharp turn to the right: a fact that will radically
alter the politics of decades and give a new turn to the
European Union that we know. What is behind this crazy
turnaround? For one, the days of socialist governments
seem to be over. The new generation of voters has little
time for high-minded ideologies any more. The
hypocrisy that is behind the so-called liberal values they
profess has been hollowed out by greed and populism.
The young today want money to come into their hands
rather than welfare promises. Rampant inflation, which
is often the consequence of freebies and doles, high
public debts and an open-door policy towards
immigration without factoring in the long-term results,
in Europe for instance, may have been behind the
violent swing towards right-leaning politicians.

T'am no expert on foreign affairs so [ hesitate to go further,
but many of us firmly believe that the world will heal
itself only if it follows the path shown by Gandhi,
Mandela and the Dalai Lama. These three leaders have
never let down their followers because their actions and
speeches enshrine the highest human values. We, in
India, decided to follow a different path in the first few
decades and then, as time went on, we became more
distanced from the lessons that Gandhi had wisely laid
down.

Love all men as equals, care for the last man standing,
speak the truth, live the life you want to promote and,
most importantly, never deviate from the path of non-
violence. As I heard Rahul Gandhi give his maiden
speech as Leader of the Opposition, I felt he had said all
the things one yearns to hear but soon, the speech swung
in another direction. I sincerely hope he will discover
the median between the split sides of his personality to
chart his political journey. For the ruling government, I
have only one prayer: let them become humble and
accept that they are not always right. The ability to
accept one’s faults is the hardest lesson for anyone, yet it
must be cultivated.
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Nuts and bolts in the budget-
making exercise

NEW DELHI: When Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presents her full budget for 2024-25 in the
Lok Sabha on July 23, it would mark the culmination of
weeks of consultation and brainstorming for resource
generation and allocation to fulfil the new government’s
promises and meet the aspirations of the electorate.
Earlier in February, she had presented a vote on account
—which is a grant in advance to the Central government
for short-term expenditure till the new government
presents the full budget.Budget making is an annual
ritual that usually starts in December and lasts till
February, when the budget is presented. While it is
shrouded in a lot of secrecy, here is an overview of the
backend processes that determine the direction and its
overall messaging.

Preparation

The finance ministry sets the preparation ball rolling by
seeking inputs from various sources like all ministries,
departments, industry bodies and the public. Each
ministry submits its expenditure proposals, which are
collated by the Budget Division of the Department of
Economic Affairs in the Ministry of Finance. The
department coordinates the entire process of budget
making that begins with a broad outline from the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO). The budget speech includes
allocations for different sectors, policy announcements
and tax proposals. Along with the budget speech,
detailed documents are presented to provide a
comprehensive overview of the government's financial
plans and allocations.The documents include the
Annual Financial Statement, which shows the
government's estimated receipts and expenditure for the
upcoming financial year. It includes details of revenue
and capital accounts, as well as the ways and means to
finance the deficit. The receipts and expenditures are
shown under three parts - the Consolidated Fund, the
Contingency Fund and the Public Account.The most
important document is the Finance Bill that outlines
changes in tax rates, provisions and rules. Another
document, the Memorandum Explaining the Provisions
in the Finance Bill, provides a detailed explanation of
the proposed amendments in tax laws, along with the
rationale.As for the Expenditure Budget, it describes the
spending proposals under various heads like salaries,
infrastructure and social welfare schemes. The process
of formulating the budget from a taxation perspective
involves several key steps.

Credit card becomes a
challenge if not prudent
enough to handle it

BENGALURU: As soon as youngsters join the
workforce, they fall into many traps including loans
and short-term gains. Krishan Mishra, CEO, FPSB
(Financial Planning Standards Board) India, who was
in Bengaluru recently, told TNIE that once youngsters
receive a credit card, they start spending money.“Easy
money leads to easy spending. People get tempted to
spend the money without understanding the
repercussions. If you are not prudent enough to handle
your credit card, then it can become a challenge for you
to manage,” he said.FPSB is the global leader in the
financial planning profession, and Mishra stressed on
the need to approach certified financial planners.
“Never spend more than what you earn otherwise you
will never be able to repay. In fact, 30% of your regular
income is the maximum you should spend. Do not fall
into the trap of loans immediately, start thinking about
investments in the initial years of your life. If you start
saving and investing right from the initial years, you
will be able to handle a lot of things,” he said, stressing
on the need to create an emergency/contingency fund.

He added that youngsters should never look at short-term
gains.He added that youngsters should never look at
short-term gains. Truecaller. Telecom companies first
reportedly tested it in limited cities of Mumbai and
Haryana to understand the working and feasibility of
this feature. The results of the testing were shared with
the Department of Telecommunications, so that a
practical decision could be taken about the proposed
service. As per the Hindi Business, the telecom
operators are given a deadline of July 15 to start the
CNAPservice.

Tariff hike complies with
regulatory framework:
Department of
Telecommunications

NEW DELHI: A day after the Congress party criticised
the government over the tariff hike by telecom service
providers (TSPs), the Ministry of Communication
defended the increase, mentioning that the hike
complies with the prescribed regulatory framework.In
a press statement issued in response to the Congress
party’s claims that consumers would face an additional
burden of Rs 34,824 crore due to the tariff hike, the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) clarified
that telecom service providers (TSPs) have raised
mobile service prices after more than two years.*In last
2 years, some of the TSPs have invested heavily in
rolling out the 5G services across the country. This has
resulted in a significant increase in median mobile
speed to the level of 100 Mbps and a jump in India’s
international rank from 111, in October 2022, to 15
today,” DoT said. All three major private telecom
service providers — Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, and
Vodafone Idea Limited — have announced tariff hikes
ranging from 10% to 25% last week.The last such hike
occurred in November 2021. This time, Reliance Jio
led with a tariff increase of 12-25%, followed by Airtel
with hikes ranging from 11% to 21% across its prepaid
and postpaid plans. Vodafone Idea (Vi) also increased
tariffs by 10-23%.

The DoT also highlighted that the tariff hike was
implemented in accordance with the provisions of the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) Act
1997, which empowers TRAI as an independent
regulator to set telecom service rates in the country. It
noted that for the past two decades, mobile service rates
have been determined under forbearance by TRAIL The
government further explained that with three private
sector players and one public sector player, the current
mobile services market operates under the forces of
demand and supply. It emphasised that the focus
remains on safeguarding subscriber interests,
promoting orderly growth through investments in
cutting-edge technologies, and ensuring financial
sustainability. The government also underscored the
importance of investing in advanced technologies.

NEW DELHI:

RVNL, IRFC, IRCTC Surge Up To 16% Ahead

Of The

RNVL, IRFC,
IRCON International,
BEML., RailTel and
TexRail rallied
between 4% and 15%
in intra-day trade
today; Know why

New Delhi. Shares of Rail Vikas Nigam
(RVNL) and Indian Railway Finance
Corporation (IRFC) rallied 15.5 per cent
and 9 per cent to their new all-time highs
of Rs 567 and Rs 206 respectively on BSE
in Monday’s trade ahead of the Union
Budget, where the focus is likely to be on
infrastructure investment.Meanwhile, the
shares of other railway companies also
soared high to touch their new peaks

Mercedes-Benz on Monday reported a
9 per cent growth in sales at 9,262 units
in India in the first half of 2024, its
highest ever half-yearly sales in the
country, riding on strong demand
across categories and availability of
volume models.The company had
posted sales of 8,528 units in the
January-June period of 2023, which
was its previous highest half-yearly
sales, Mercedes-Benz India said in a
statement.It plans to launch six new
products in the second half (H2) of
2024.SUV penetration was at 55 per
cent in H1 2024, while the TEV (top-
end vehicle) segment priced above Rs
1.5 crore comprised 25 per cent of total
sales, it added.The SUV segment saw a
robust performance from the GLA,
GLC, GLE and GLS models, while the
sedan portfolio comprising the A-
Class, C-Class, outgoing LWB E-Class
and S-Class topped customer
preference for luxury sedans, it
added.The BEV (battery electric

today. Shares of Texmaco Rail &
Engineering rose 8.3 per cent to its §
new 52-week high of Rs 295.65, while
those of RailTel surged 7.5 per centto P
its new peak at Rs 559.35.Ircon
International and Oriental Rail
Infrastructure shares also jumped up
to 6.64 per cent to their new highs
while RITES shares went up by 4.5
per cent on BSE to the day’s high of Rs
797.Vaishnav’s announcement of the
production of 50 new Amrit Bharat
Trains — a high-speed and luxury train
service — added to the rally in railway
stocks.Expectations of special focus
on the railway infrastructure in the
Union Budget have helped push the
stocks higher. The government is
focusing on improving the railway
infrastructure and ensuring faster
development and completion of tracks,
rail electrification, rolling stock
manufacturing and delivery of passenger
freight services.Narendra Modi

government’s focus on infrastructure
building, especially through domestic
manufacturing in sectors such as
railways, defence, and power has boosted
stocks from these spaces in last few
years.Now, with BJP-led NDA retaining
power for a third term, investors are
hopeful of policy continuity. In an earlier

nion Budget 2024; Know Why

note, Goldman Sachs had said
that it expects continued thrust
on infrastructure creation
through the development of
railways.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will be presenting
the Union Budget that will lay
the roadmap of Modi 3.0 on July
23 in Lok Sabha. The
Parliamentary session for the
Budget will commence on July
22 and continue till August
22.In the last year, railway
stocks have benefited their
investors by giving multibagger
returns. IRFC has given returns

of 505 per cent. RVNL and RailTel have

gained over 300 per cent on charts while

Ircon International, Texmaco Rail and

Oriental Rail Infrastructure have

increased by over 200 per cent.

Meanwhile, RITES shares have increased

by 104 per cent in the same time period.

vehicle) portfolio grew by 60 per cent in
H1 24, comprising 5 per cent of total
sales volumes, Mercedes-Benz India
said."New and updated products,
elevated customer experience at retail
and ease of ownership, combined with
positive customer sentiments boosted
our best-ever HI sales performance,"
Mercedes-Benz India Managing
Director & CEO Santosh Iyer said.The

company further said the availability of
volume models also played a part in
delivering record sales in the first half
of'this year.

On the outlook for the rest of the year, Iyer
said, "We have new products coming up
for the upcoming festive season. So we
feel we should be able to close the year
with double-digit growth as projected
earlier.”

Titan Slips 4% After Weak Q1 Update Leads To
Target Price Cuts; Here's What Analysts Say

Shares of Titan
Company dipped 4 per cent to Rs
3,138.10 on the BSE in Monday’s
intra-day trade after the company
reported a disappointing growth in
jewelry business for the April-June
quarter of the financial year 2024-25
(Q1FY25).Brokerage firm JPMorgan
downgraded Titan Co. Ltd. to
“neutral” from its earlier rating of
“overweight,” after the company’s
June quarter business updated
reported last Friday.The brokerage
also cut its price target to Rs 3,450
from Rs 3,850 ecarlier. After eight
quarters of being in-line or better than
expectations, Titan’s jewellery
business revenue growth of 9 per cent
in the June quarter was below already
lowered expectations, according to
JPMorgan.Titan highlighted in its
business updated that high gold prices,
low wedding days, which resulted in
subdued consumer demand, thereby

impacting growth overall.JPMorgan
noted that while there is a short-term
demand impact from the high gold
price volatility, they remain more
concerned about the moderating
growth for studded jewellery, amidst
an increasing consumer preference for
gold and the intensifying promotional
activity, which may deter the pace of
new customer acquisition for
Titan.Both the above highlighted
factors, if sustained for long, could
also impact Titan’s margin profile
going forward, JPMorgan wrote in its
note.Therefore, JPMorgan lowered
Titan’s financial year 2025-2027
Earnings Per Share (EPS) estimate by
5 per cent to 6 per cent. Goldman Sachs
also called Titan’s quarterly update
“disappointing” but maintained its
“buy” recommendation on the stock
with a price target of ?3,700. It
mentioned that competition did better
than Titan during the quarter, which is

a cause of concern, adding that its
Jewellery margins are also likely to be
under pressure.

While Goldman does believe that Titan
can still achieve its guidance for
financial year 2025, it is likely to be at
the lower end of the range.Titan’s
jewellery margins likely to be under
pressure is a sentiment echoed by
Morgan Stanley as well. The
brokerage has an “Equalweight”
rating on the stock with a price target
0ofRs 3,526.CLSA though, maintained
its “outperform” rating on Titan with a
price target of Rs 4,045. It said that any
correction, as a result of a “rare soft
result” should be seen as an
opportunity to “accumulate” as it
expects growth to return as gold prices
normalise and wedding season arrives
again.Titan is a joint venture between
the Tata Group and Tamil Nadu
Industrial Development Corporation
Limited (TIDCO).

Mercedes-Benz India posts record half- yearly sales at 9,262 units Decoding A Landlord's

NEW DELHI: German luxury carmaker

Dilemma: Renting Out
vs Selling Your
Property In India

NEW DELHI .The rent versus buy debate has long
dominated discussions in the real estate sector,
but an equally important, yet less talked about,
topic is the dilemma landlords face: to rent out or
sell their property. In the current scenario, with
rental yields improving and property prices
appreciating, this decision has become even
more complex.Real estate can be your best
investment choice provided it is done at the right
time and the right place. This article aims to
provide valuable insights to landlords navigating
the complexities of property management and
investment in today’s dynamic real estate
landscape.

To get the best return on investment, there are quite
a few things one must consider before making
any decision.

The Current Real Estate Landscape

India’s real estate market is witnessing a significant
shift. Rental yields have seen a marked
improvement, providing landlords with a steady
income stream. Simultaneously, property values
have appreciated, presenting a lucrative
opportunity for those looking to sell. However,
the right decision ultimately hinges on individual
goals and the specific nature of the property in
question.

Prime Location and Modern Properties: The
Case for Renting Out

For landlords with properties in prime locations,
particularly newer apartments or those in gated
societies, renting out can be a highly profitable
option. These properties are in high demand due
to their modern amenities, security, and
convenient locations. By holding onto such
properties, landlords can benefit from consistent
rental income.

Real estate is a cyclical business and if the property
is anywhere between 3-5 years old or younger
than that, it would be prudent to first earn good
rental income from it for a couple of years before
selling it when there is an upcycle. Since they are
relatively new, these properties also promise
potential future appreciation in value. The
growing trend of more people opting for
apartments and villas over independent houses
further bolsters the rental market for these types
of properties.There could be multiple reasons for
you to be wanting to sell your property. Some of
them could be the fact that it is a sellers’ market,
or because you don’t want to be a landlord, or
because the home needs lots of work before it
will be rental ready and you anticipate excessive
maintenance issues due to age or condition of the
home or the fact that the neighbourhood is not
enticing for renters. In these conditions, it is wise
to dispose of the current rental property and use
the capital to buy a more upbeat one that would
fetch better returns.

Kotak Evaluating If Kingdon Deliberately Misled
The Lender; Call On Legal Action After Evaluation

NEW DELHI: Kotak Mahindra Bank is
evaluating if Kingdon Capital misled it
over its links to Hindenburg Research
which, in a scathing report in January last
year accused the Adani group of
corporate governance lapses and market
manipulation, said people privy to the
development.According to the persons
cited above, the bank which has received
a show-cause notice from the markets
regulator Securities and Exchanges board
of India (Sebi) for facilitating a Foreign
Portfolio Investor (FPI) licence for
Kingdon Capital, is also examining if the
declarations made by Kingdon were
misleading. Kingdon has claimed that all
its trades in Adani group entities were
“principal trades”. Under current
regulations, off-shore funds such as
Kingdon Capital are only permitted to
undertake proprietary trades and cannot
invest on behalf of any third party.“Based
on the evaluation, Kotak will take a call
on whether it wants to initiate legal
proceedings against Kingdon,” one of the
sources cited above said. Notably, a Sebi
probe has found that Kingdon Capital had
a profit sharing agreement with

entity to take short positions in Adani
Enterprises.“The fund was well aware if
they disclosed the relationship between
them and Hindenburg, Kotak wouldn’t
have set up the FPI account since only
principal trades are allowed and hence
there is a view that Kingdon deliberately
kept these links a secret,” said one of the
sources cited above.“In fact, Kingdon
made declarations saying these were
principal trades. These issues have to be
carefully analysed and based on the
evaluation, Kotak will explore its legal
options,” the source said.Moneycontrol
reported on July 4 that instead of taking a
fresh licence, which would have taken
Kingdon Capital at least a month, Kotak
Mabhindra Bank’s subsidiary firm offered
it a readymade structure in Mauritius,

Hindenburg Research and hence part of
the money funnelled into the trades was
on behalf of the US-based short-seller,.

Thus, Kingdon’s trades may have
been—at least partly—on behalf on
Hindenburg and thus may not have been
principal trades.Emails sent to Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Kingdon Capital

remained unanswered till the time of
filing this story.According to the
showcause notice sent by Sebi to
Hindenburg — which the US based short
seller made public — Kingdon Capital had
purchased an entity with a Foreign
Portfolio Investor (FPI) licence created
by a subsidiary of Kotak and used this

which was registered as an FPI with Sebi
since March 2022.

The development assumes significance as
Kotak Mahindra Bank has unexpectedly
found itself embroiled in the Adani-
Hindenburg saga after the Sebi show-
cause notice went public. On Tuesday, the
shares of Kotak Mahindra Bank fell as
much as 4 percent intraday.
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Rahul Gandhi visits relief camp in
Manipur, BJP calls it 'sick tragedy tourism

»Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
met flood-affected people
living in relief camps in
Assam's Cachar before
visiting a relief camp in
Manipur's Jiribam to
interact with people affected
by ethnic violence. The BJP
called Rahul Gandhi's visits
'sick tragedy tourism'.

New Delhi:Congress MP Rahul Gandhi on
Monday met flood-affected people in
Assam's Cachar district before heading to
neighbouring Manipur where he visited a
relief camp in Jiribam and interacted with

Rahul Gandhi's visit to Assam came as

the people who were affected by the
year-long ethnic violence. This was
Rahul Gandhi's first visit to the
Northeast after becoming the Leader of

Opposition in Lok Sabha.Rahul - -

Gandhi arrived at Silchar airport in
Assam where he was felicitated by
Congress leaders from Assam and
Manipur. The Gandhi scion then went
to Fulertal and interacted with the |
flood-affected people living in relief |
camps.

the state is battling severe floods due to
days of torrential rainfall, causing
landslides and overflowing rivers. About
22.70 lakh people in 28 districts were
affected by the deluge. A total of 78 people
have died in this year's floods, landslides
and storms in the state.

Meanwhile, an Assam Congress delegation

led by president Bhupen Borah submitted a
memorandum to Rahul Gandhi, urging him

.
N

to raise the issue of perennial floods in
Assam in the upcoming Monsoon session
of Parliament.Rahul Gandhi returned to
Silchar airport in Assam from Jiribam, and
will fly to Imphal for the next leg of his
Manipur tour. Since May 3 last year,
Manipur has been witnessing ethnic
violence between Meitei and Kuki
communities and over 200 people have

R

died in clashes so far.

CONGRESS VS BJP OVER RAHUL
GANDHI'S VISITS

Meanwhile, a war of words broke out
between the Congress and BJP over Rahul
Gandhi's visits to Manipur and
Assam.Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
slammed Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over his upcoming visit to Russia and not
making a trip to Manipur since the ethnic
violence broke out there."Today, the non-
biological PM goes to Moscow while the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha
heads for Assam and Manipur. Of course,
the drumbeaters of the non-biological PM

have claimed that he stopped the Russia-

Ukraine war for some time. Presumably,

this Moscow trip will lead to even more

bizarre claims," he tweeted.

"This is Rahul Gandhi's third visit to Manipur

ever since the state blew up fourteen
months ago. The non-biological PM has not
found the time nor even had the inclination

to visit Manipur even for a few hours after
the grave crisis erupted on May 3, 2023. He
has not even met the Chief Minister of the
state - who happens to be from his own
party - and other political leaders of the
state, including MLAs and MPs," he
said.BJP IT cell chief Amit Malviya hit
back at Ramesh and accused Rahul Gandhi
of indulging in "sick tragedy tourism". He
alleged that the violence in Manipur was
the Congress's legacy.

"The ethnic conflict in Manipur is a legacy of

the Congress party. The state has witnessed
the killing of civilians, police and Army
personnel for decades, while Congress was
inpower," he tweeted.

"Forget Third Time Fail Rahul Gandhi, did

any Congress leader, including Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, who was a
member of Rajya Sabha from Assam, visit
the strife-torn region. 'Balak Buddhi' (a
grown man with a child's mind) is simply
indulging in sick tragedy tourism," he said.

Supreme Court Sets
Guidelines On Portrayal Of
Disabled Persons In Visual
Media

New Delhi: The Supreme Court laid down guidelines
against "disparaging" portrayal of persons with
disabilities in visual media and films on Monday,
saying that terms such as "cripple" and "spastic" have
acquired "devalued meanings" in societal perceptions.

The verdict came on a plea filed by one Nipun Malhotra,
who submitted that the Hindi film 'Aankh Micholi'
contained deprecatory references to differently abled
persons.Pronouncing the verdict, a bench headed by

Chief Justice DY Chandrachud said, "Words cultivate
institutional discrimination and terms such as cripple
and spastic have come to acquire devalued meanings
in societal perceptions about persons with
disabilities." Laying down several guidelines, the
bench said the film certification body CBFC must
invite the opinion of experts before allowing
screening.

Visual media should strive to depict diverse realities of
persons with disabilities, showcasing not only their
challenges but also successes, talents and contribution
to society. They should neither be lampooned based on
myths nor presented as super cripples," it added.

Health Ministry Tells Hospitals
and Medical Colleges to Push
Organ Donation, ldentify
Brain-Dead Patients

New Delhi: The central government has instructed all
hospitals and medical colleges across India to accelerate
the identification and declaration of brain-dead patients
to boost organ donation.As the Health Ministry plans to
organise the upcoming Indian Organ Donation Day on
August 3, Health Secretary Apurva Chandra has sought
cooperation from top officers and hospitals across states
and Union Territories to further the “noble cause” for the
sake of “humanity”. According to the letter June 24
written by Chandra: “Facilitating organ donation and
transplantation is among the top priorities of the
Government of India.” The letter recognises that “one
organ donor can save up to eight to nine lives.”
However, it confesses that a “huge gap” exists between
patients who require organ transplants and the organ
donors that are available. The letter said that the National
Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO)
celebrates the Indian Organ Donation Day (IODD)
every year to spread awareness about organ donation,
dispel myths and misconceptions associated with organ
donation and motivate and encourage the citizens to
donate organs and tissues of loved ones after death.

This year, the Health Ministry has decided to run a public
awareness campaign called Angdaan Jan Jagrukta
Abhiyaan.“As part of the campaign, August 3, 2024 will
be celebrated as the Indian Organ Donation Day to
commemorate the first deceased donor organ transplant,
which was also the first heart transplant done in the
country after the promulgation of The Transplantation
of Human Organs Act on July 8, 1994.”Presently, India
grapples with a dire shortage of organ donations,
particularly deceased donations, as evidenced by a
staggering waiting list of over 3 lakh patients and a
tragic toll of at least 20 deaths daily. According to the
Health Ministry’s data, the total number of donors,
including deceased donors, saw an increase from 6,916
in2014 to approximately 16,000 by 2022.

Heatwave And Monsoon Spur Infection Surge;
Augmentin, Liv 52, Electral Sales Rise in June

New Delhi: Antibiotics Augmentin,
Monocef, liver herbal supplement Liv
52 and oral rehydration Electral are
the top-selling drugs for June, data
shows. With the arrival of the
monsoon season, there’s an uptick in
respiratory and gut infections,
resulting in higher sales of antibiotics,
digestive aids, and oral rehydration
solutions. Also, the heat wave which
continued in the first half of June
pushed the sales of oral rehydration
solutions including
Electral.According to the report by
market research firm AIOCD-
Pharmarack, with the onset of
monsoon across the subcontinent,
there was a rise seen in sales of drugs
related to respiratory, anti-infective,

anti-malaria and gastrointestinal in
June.Data shows that the incremental
sales of Augmentin stood at Rs 22
crore, which means the sales in June
this year when compared to sales in
June, last year were Rs 22 cr more.
Similarly, sales of Liv 52 were Rs 14
crore more and Electral’s sales were
Rs 13.5 crore more than last June.The
report, Pharma Monitor, said that
drugs used in the treatment of viral
infections, fevers, and vector-borne
diseases along with drugs used for
treating general weakness and body
aches also performed well in
June.The report also said that an
increased number of pollen allergy
cases reported in June led to demand
for anti-allergic medications along

with anti-histamines, nasal
decongestants and antitussive or
cough-suppressing preparations.

Doctors diagnose UTI, Typhoid, Gut
Infections and MoreDoctors told
News18 that Augmentin and
Monocef are the two most commonly
prescribed broad-spectrum
antibiotics, and that’s the reason why
their volumes of sale are
high.According to Dr Sumit Ray,
medical director at Holy Family
Hospital, New Delhi, “Monocef,
probably prescribed predominantly
for gut infections, typhoid and urinary
tract infection (UTI), would have
high sales, during the hot months, due
to an increased possibility of these
infections.”

Poison Sprayed At Hathras Event Led To
Stampede, Claims Godman's Lawyer

New Delhi: Days after 121 people
were killed due to a stampede at a
religious gathering in Hathras,
advocate AP Singh has claimed that
the incident that took the lives of 121
people, mostly women and children
occurred because unidentified men
sprayed poison during the ®
event.Singh claimed that the group of
conspirators fled the venue after
causing the stampede"Unidentified
men were carrying poisonous
sprays...They ran while spraying the
poisonous spray and it looked as a part
of a pre-planned conspiracy...Many
people lost their consciousness...I urge
the Special Investigation Team to
investigate who all are behind this
incident," Advocate AP Singh told
ANI on Saturday.Atleast 121 devotees
lost their lives in a stampede at a
religious 'Satsang' event of self-styled
godman Suraj Pal, alias 'Bhole Baba',
in Fulari village, Uttar Pradesh's
Hathras, on July 2.Meanwhile,
Devprakash Madhukar, the main

accused in the Hathras stampede
incident, was sent to 14 days of judicial
custody after being produced before
the Chief Judicial Magistrate Court on
Saturday. The court inquired if he had
written permission for the event and
from whom it was obtained. Madhukar
replied that he received permission
from the SDM for a gathering of
80,000 people. When asked if the
event was publicised, Madhukar
denied doing so.Notably, Devprakash
Madhukar had been absconding, and a
reward of ? 1 lakh was announced for
information leading to his arrest. He
was finally apprehended on July 5 in

the national capital. Additionally, two
other accused, Ramprakash Shakya
and Sanju Yadav, were also arrested,
according to the police.

Earlier on Saturday, self-styled
godman Suraj Pal Singh or "Bhole
Baba," broke his silence in
connection with the Hathras
stampede in which 121 people,
mostly women and children, died,
stating that "those who created the

chaos will not be spared."In a video

statement, Suraj Pal, who also goes by
the name of Narayan Sakar Hari
expressed his grief and condoled the
deaths at the tragedy that took place
earlier this week during a 'Satsang' in

Fulari village in Hathras district.

I am deeply saddened by the incident of
July 2. May God give us the strength to
bear this pain. Please keep faith in the
government and the administration. I
have faith that those who created the
chaos will not be spared. Through my
lawyer AP Singh, I have requested the
members

Khalistani terror outfit
member involved in murder
of ex-terrorist arrested

New Delhi:The Punjab Police's
counterintelligence team have arrested a member
of the Khalistani terrorist group Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI), who was involved in the
fatal shooting of former terrorist Rattandeep
Singh in April.Taking to X, Punjab Director
General of Police Gaurav Yadav said that in an
intelligence-led operation by the team's
Jalandhar unit, Simranjeet Bablu was
arrested.Bablu was part of a module that was
operated by Pakistan-based terrorist Harwinder
Rinda and US-based Gopi Nawanshahria.

"In an intelligence led operation, Counter
Intelligence, #Jalandhar, has apprehended key
assailant Simranjeet Bablu, a member of the
Babbar Khalsa International (BKI) involved in
the fatal shooting of former terrorist Rattandeep

Singh on April 3, 2024 in SBS Nagar," the tweet
read.

A huge cache of ammunition, including a pistol,
was recovered during the arrest. The social media
post said that further investigations into the
matter are underway.Rattandeep Singh, 49, a
former chief of the militant outfit Bhindranwale
Tiger Force of Khalistan (BTFK) was gunned
down by two bike-borne men on April 3,2024.

Singh was reportedly accompanied by his nephew
Gurpreet in a car at the time of the attack.
Gurpreet had escaped unhurt.

Rattandeep Singh, was shot in the stomach and
chest, and he died on the spot. After police went to
the crime scene, they reportedly found a poster in
which Gopi Nawanshahria claimed
responsibility for the murder.The gangster had
also taken to social media soon after the shooting,
and reportedly claimed responsibility for the
killing of Rattandeep Singh.

India Records Warmest June

Since 1901, Says

New Delhi: With millions of people across
five continents experiencing scorching
heat last month, the European Union's
(EU) climate agency, Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S), confirmed on
Monday that June was the warmest on
record.Italso marked the 12th consecutive
month of global temperatures reaching 1.5
degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial
average.According to scientists at C3S,
every month since June last year has been
the warmest such month on record.

In January, the world completed an entire
year with the mean surface air
temperature exceeding the 1.5-degree
Celsius threshold. June was the 12th
consecutive month with monthly average
temperatures above the 1850-1900 pre-
industrial average.Atthe 2015 UN climate
talks in Paris, world leaders committed to
limiting the global average temperature
rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-
industrial period to avoid the worst
impacts of climate change. However, a
permanent breach of the 1.5-degree

Office

Celsius limit specified in the Paris
Agreement refers to long-term
warming over a 20 or 30-year
period.Earth's global surface
temperature has already increased by
around 1.2 degrees Celsius compared

to the average in 1850-1900 due to the
rapidly-increasing concentration of
greenhouse gases -- primarily carbon
dioxide and methane -- in the
atmosphere. This warming is
considered to be the reason behind
record droughts, wildfires and floods
worldwide.According to new data, June
2024 was the warmest on record, with an
average surface air temperature of 16.66
degrees Celsius, 0.67 degrees Celsius
above the 1991-2020 average for the
month and 0.14 degrees Celsius above the
previous high set in June 2023.

The month was 1.5 degrees Celsius above
the estimated June average for 1850-1900,
the designated pre-industrial reference
period, making it the 12th consecutive
month to reach or break the 1.5-degree

%

threshold," C3S said in a statement.It was
also the 13th consecutive month of
record-high temperatures, a result of the
combined effect of the 2023-24 El Nino
event and human-caused climate change.
While unusual, a similar streak of monthly
global temperature records happened
previously in2015-16.

"This is more than a statistical oddity and
highlights a large and continuing shift in
our climate. Even if this specific streak of
extremes ends at some point, we are

Weather

bound to see new records being
broken as the climate continues to
warm. This is inevitable, unless we
stop adding greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere and the oceans," said
Carlo Buontempo, the director of
C3S.The European climate agency
said the global average temperature
for the last 12 months (July 2023-
June 2024) is the highest on record, at
0.76 degrees Celsius above the 1991-
2020 average and 1.64 degrees
Celsius above the 1850-1900 pre-
industrial average.The world's sea surface
in June was also the highest ever recorded
for the month.Several countries
experienced record-breaking heat and
devastating floods and storms in
June.According to an analysis by Climate
Central, an independent group of
scientists and communicators based in the
United States, more than 60 per cent of the
world population faced extreme heat that
was made at least three times more likely
by climate change during June 16-24.
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Kim Jong Un's sister calls South

Pakistan man buries 15-day-old
daughter alive due to financial
constraints

World A father in Pakistan’s Sindh has been arrested for
burying his 15-day-old daughter alive, news agency ANI

reported, citing local media.

The suspect, identified as Tayyab, confessed to the crime,
stating that financial constraints prevented him from
affording medical treatment for his infant daughter,
according to Pakistani news channel ARY News.

Tayyab admitted to the police that he placed his newborn
inasack before burying her.A case has been filed against
Tayyab. The authorities are waiting for a court order to
open the child’s grave for forensic examination and
postmortem procedures.In a separate incident in
Lahore's Defence B area, a husband and wife allegedly
subjected a 13-year-old domestic worker to severe abuse,

Korea's live-fire drills ‘suicidal hysteria’

Kim Yo Jong, sister of North Korean

leader Kim Jong Un, called South
Korea's recent front-line live-fire
drills "suvicidal hysteria" as she
threatened unspecified military
steps if further provoked.

such war drills near the border, suicidal
hysteria, for which they will have to
sustain terrible disaster," Kim Yo Jong
said in a statement carried by state
media.She accused South Korea's
conservative government of
deliberately escalating tensions as a way
to escape a domestic political crisis. She
said the riskiness of the South Korean
drills is clear to everyone as they
happened amid “a touch-and-go
situation” established after the US,
South Korea and Japan recently held a

a provocative run of weapons tests
since 2022. But its two recent tests —
one on a missile with "a super-large
warhead" and the other on a
multiwarhead missile — drew
widespread scepticism from South
Korean officials and experts who said
North Korea likely fabricated
successful launches to cover up failed
tests.n early June, South Korea fully
suspended the 2018 inter-Korean
military pact after North Korea flew
balloons carrying manure, cigarette

Seoul, South Korea, The powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called
South Korea's recent front-line live-fire
drills "suicidal hysteria" as she threatened
unspecified military steps Monday if
further provoked.

The warning by Kim Yo Jong came after
South Korea resumed firing exercises
near its tense land and sea borders with
North Korea in the past two weeks. The
exercises were the first of their kind since
South Korea suspended a 2018 agreement
with the North aimed at easing front-line
military tensions in June.

"The question is why the enemy kicked off

including stripping and physical torture, ANI reported.

AFirst Information Report (FIR) has been filed against the
accused, Hassam, on the complaint of the victim’s
mother, and he has been detained. Efforts to arrest his
wife are ongoing.According to the FIR, the victim,
Tehreem, was subjected to continuous physical abuse,
including being stripped naked, allegedly over
suspicions of theft. The mother further asserted that her
daughter sustained fractures to her hand and nose during
the ordeal. After undergoing a medical examination,
Tehreem was released into her mother's care.

US man tries to withdraw 1 cent
from bank, arrested on robbery
charges

World A Florida man's alleged attempt to withdraw 1

new trilateral military exercise that
North Korea views as a security
threat."In case it is judged according to
our criteria that they violated the
sovereignty of (North Korea) and
committed an act tantamount to a
declaration of war, our armed forces will
immediately carry out its mission and
duty assigned by the (North Korean)
constitution," she said, without
elaborating.Later Monday, Koo
Byoungsam, a spokesperson at South
Korea's Unification Ministry, described
Kim's statement as an attempt to trigger an
internal divide in South Korea, saying that

butts and wastepaper across the border
to protest South Korean activists
scattering political leaflets in the North
via their own balloons.

The military agreement — reached
during a short-lived era of
reconciliation between the Koreas —
required the two countries to cease all

hostile acts at border areas, such as live-
firing drills, aerial surveillance and
psychological warfare. The deal had
already been in the danger of collapse,
with both Koreas taking steps in breach of
it amid animosities over North Korea’s
spy satellite launch last November.

North Korea must first look at its own
human rights violations and the
international isolation caused by its
nuclear program.South Korea's Defence
Ministry separately said it will continue
its live-fire drills as scheduled but didn’t
say when and where new exercises are
planned.North Korea has been engaged in

Hezbollah launches drone attack on Israeli Nepoleon, ex-French emperor'

cent from a bank went wrong because he is now facing
a felony robbery charge.ichael Fleming, 41, walked
into the Chase Bank in central Florida just before 2 pm
on Saturday and filed out a withdrawal slip for 1 cent,
according to an arrest affidavit from the Sumter County
Sheriff's Office. Then, he handed over the slip to a bank
teller, according to Fox 35 Orlando.However, when the
teller told Michael Fleming he couldn't withdraw a
penny, the 41-year-old's bizarre response frightened
the bank employee."So, you want me to say the other
word?" Michael Fleming told the bank teller, according
to the arrest report.Afraid of possible violence, the
bank teller called law enforcement. When deputies
arrived, Michael Fleming was still inside the bank. He
was taken into custody, the arrest affidavit said.

Though further details of the 41-year-old's conversation
with the bank teller were not revealed in the arrest
report, deputies said they had probable cause to believe
that Michael Fleming violated Florida's robbery laws,
according to Fox 35 Orlando.fter being taken into the
custody, Michael Fleming was transported to the
Sumter County Detention Center where a case was
filed against him.

2 dead, 19 injured after shooting at
block party in US's Detroit
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Detroit. A shooting early Sunday at a Detroit block party
left two people dead, and 19 others injured, according to
authorities.Michigan State Police said no one was in
custody, and they were assisting Detroit Police with the
investigation, according to a post on the social media
platform X. The agency said their preliminary
information showed two people died, and 19 others had
"various injuries".

Detroit police released few details, confirming the
shooting on a residential block on Detroit's east side left
two people dead. But a police statement Sunday
afternoon did not specify the number of people injured
or the circumstances of the shooting."At this time,
investigators and forensic personnel are analysing all
available evidence and will be continuing their work
through the weekend," police said in a Sunday
statement.Police said a Monday news conference with
Police Chief James White and Mayor Mike Duggan
would detail a "comprehensive new strategy regarding
block parties".Detroit Police Cpl. Dan Donakowski, a
department spokesperson, declined further comment.
Duggan's spokesperson, John Roach, said the mayor
would be at Monday’s news conference about "block
club party safety strategy", but declined to comment on
the shooting.The shooting comes amid a violent holiday
weekend nationwide. Violence and mass shootings
often surge in the summer months, especially around
the Fourth of July. Researchers say the reason is a
combination of factors, including more social events
and more alcohol consumption.

surveillance centre in Golan Heights

AMMAN. The Iranian-backed
Hezbollah militant group said on
Sunday it launched a drone attack on
Mount Hermon in the Israeli-occupied
Syrian Golan Heights where Israel has
a key surveillance centre.It said this
was its first such bombing since it
began trading fire with Israel on Oct. 8,
a day after its Palestinian ally Hamas
attacked southern Israel, sparking the
Gaza war. Hezbollah says it would halt
operations only when the war
ends.Although it had hit other areas in
the occupied Syrian Golan Heights
repeatedly,

Lebanon's Hezbollah said it was the first
time to hit the military target that is at
the highest elevation in the Israeli-
controlled territory.Israel has key
surveillance, espionage and air defence
installations on Mount Hermon where
it overlooks the Syrian capital and
serves to monitor Syria, Iraq, Jordan
and parts of Saudi Arabia since the
1973 Oct. Arab-Israeli war.

The conflict between the Iran-backed
Hezbollah and Israel has been

gradually intensifying for months,
raising fears of a full-scale war, which
both sides say they wish to avoid and
diplomats are working to prevent it.
Hezbollah has ratcheted up its attacks,
sending larger numbers of explosive
drones, using a new type of rocket, and
declaring that it has targeted Israeli
warplanes for the first time, according
to sources familiar with Hezbollah's
arsenal.he escalation has tested

unwritten rules that have largely
confined the conflict to areas at the
border or near it since October, keeping
Lebanese and Israeli cities out of the
firing line.Israel blames Iranian-
backed Hezbollah for the increase in
violence and has repeated its vows to
restore security to the border. The
Israel Defence Forces did not
immediately reply to a request for
comment on the latest Hezbollah strike.

Gaza truce deal must let Israel resume
fighting until war goals met: Netanyahu

Cairo/Jerusalem/Gaza. Any Gaza

ceasefire deal must allow Israel to
resume fighting until its objectives are
met, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Sunday, as talks
over a US plan aimed at ending the
nine-month-old war were expected to
restart.Five days after Hamas accepted
a key part of the plan, two officials
from the Palestinian militant group
said the group was awaiting Israel's
response to its latest proposal.

Netanyahu was scheduled to hold

consultations late on Sunday on the
next steps in negotiating the three-
phase plan that was presented in May
by US President Joe Biden and is being
mediated by Qatar and Egypt.It aims to
end the war and free around 120 Israeli
hostages being held in Gaza.amas has
dropped a key demand that Israel first
commit to a permanent ceasefire
before it would sign an agreement.
Instead, it said it would allow

negotiations to achieve that throughout
the six-week first phase, a Hamas
source told Reuters on Saturday on
condition of anonymity.But Netanyahu
said he insisted the deal must not
prevent Israel from resuming fighting
until its war objectives are met. Those
goals were defined at the start of the
war as dismantling Hamas' military
and governing capabilities, as well as
returning the hostages."The plan that
has been agreed to by Israel and which
has been welcomed by President Biden
will allow Israel to return hostages
without infringing on the other
objectives of the war," Netanyahu
said.The deal, he said, must also
prohibit weapons smuggling to Hamas
via the Gaza-Egypt border and should
not allow for thousands of armed
militants to return to northern Gaza.US
Central Intelligence Agency Director
William Burns is to meet with the
Qatari prime minister and the Israeli

and Egyptian intelligence chiefs on
Wednesday in Doha, said a source
familiar with the issue who asked not to
be further identified.Burns is also
expected to visit Cairo this week, along
with an Israeli delegation, Egypt's Al
Qahera News TV reported on Sunday,
citing a high-ranking source. There was
no letup in fighting inside Gaza, where
late on Sunday the Israeli military
renewed orders for residents and
displaced families in several districts in
Gaza City to leave their homes. Some
residents said they were surprised by
the sounds of tank shells and gunfire
from Israeli drones, as some managed
to flee and others were trapped at
home."This is the sixth time we have
been displaced. We don't know where
we should go. To be honest, I don't
know. I have a three-storey building,
and now it was hit, [ just got the news,"
a displaced woman who asked not to be
identified told Reuters in Gaza City.

pistols sold for 1.7 million
euros; Auctioneers

UPDATED Two pistols that Napoleon Bonaparte
once intended to use to kill himself were sold in
France on Sunday for 1.69 million euros ($1.8
million), the auction house said, with the
government insisting that they stay in the country
asnational treasures.

| The identity of the buyer at the auction in

Fontainebleau south of Paris of the finely adorned
objects was not made public but the final sale
price, with fees, was above the estimates of 1.2-
1.5 million euros.Ahead of the sale of the
weapons, the national treasures commission of
the French culture ministry had classified the
objects as national treasures and placed a ban on
their export, in a decision published in the
government's official journal on Saturday.The
issuing of the export ban certificate opens a 30-
month period during which the French
government can make a purchase offer to the
unidentified new owner, who has the right to
refuse.Whatever its value and age, a cultural
property qualified as a national treasure can leave
France only temporarily, with a mandatory return.
"Being classified as a national treasure gives an
incredible value to the object," said a
representative of the Osenat auction house,
asking not to be named. The richly decorated guns
inlaid with gold and silver feature the engraved
image of Napoleon in full imperial pomp.They
are said to have almost been used to end the

French ruler's life in 1814, when he was forced to
give up power after foreign forces defeated his
army and occupied Paris."After the defeat of the
French campaign, he was totally depressed and
wanted to commit suicide with these weapons but
his grand squire removed the powder," auction
house expert Jean-Pierre Osenat told AFP ahead
of the sale.poleon instead took poison but
vomited and survived, and later gave the pistols to
his squire to thank him for his loyalty, Osenat
added.Memorabilia of the emperor is extremely
sought after among collectors.One of his famous
"bicorne" black cocked hats with its blue, white
and red trimmings sold for 1.9 million euros in
November.

Texas residents warned against power
outage, floods hefore Beryl makes landfall

Prince Harry 'bored' with wife
Meghan Markle, longs for home:
Report

yuiohu Prince Harry reportedly misses his home country
and feels isolated from his friends, who don’t visit
because they dislike his wife, Meghan Markle, royal
expert Tom Quinn told The Mirror on Saturday.Harry
lives in Montecito, California, with Meghan, 42, and
their children, Prince Archie, 5, and Princess Lilibet,
3.0ne of Harry’s longtime friends, Hugh Grosvenor,
who is Archie’s godfather, got married in England last
month. Harry and Meghan didn't attend the wedding. A
royal expert claimed the Sussexes skipped out on
celebrations to avoid “disturbing everybody” at the
soiree. Harry’s estranged brother, Prince William,
served as an usher at the wedding.Harry last visited
England in May for the 10th anniversary of the Invictus
Games. Quinn said Harry didn’t plan to see his friends
because they remind him of his pre-Meghan life, which
he prefers to avoid.Quinn also claimed Harry’s friends
feel “betrayed” by his portrayal of his military service
in his memoir “Spare.”

Moreover, Quinn said Harry’s friends “don’t like
Meghan” and blame her for changing him into “Harry
the Hippy.”Harry has reinvented himself in a way that
doesn’t work for his family or old friends,” the royal
expert added.

Matagorda Bay, an area about 161 km
south of Houston, but officials cautioned
the path could still change.Texas
officials warned the storm would cause
power outages and flooding but also
expressed worry that not enough coastal
residents and beach vacationers in
Beryl’s path were heeding warnings to
leave.“One of the things that kind of
triggers our concern a little bit, we’ve
looked at all the roads leaving the coast
and the maps are still green,” said Texas
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who is serving as
the state’s acting governor while Goveror
Greg Abbott is travelling overseas.

“Sowe don’t see many people leaving.”

long the Texas coast, many residents and
business owners took the typical storm
precautions, but also expressed
uncertainty about the storm’s intensity.

In Port Lavaca, Jimmy May fastened
plywood over the windows of his
electrical supply company and said he
wasn’t concerned about the possible
storm surge. He recalled that his business
had escaped flooding in a previous
hurricane that brought a 20-foot storm
surge.“In town, you know, if you’re in
low-lying areas, obviously, you need to
get out of there,” he said. the nearby

Atlantic, Beryl caused at least 11 deaths
as it passed through the Caribbean on its
way to Texas. The storm ripped off doors,
windows and roofs with devastating
winds and storm surge fueled by the
Atlantic’s record warmth.Three times in
its one week of life, Beryl has gained 35
mph (56 kph) in wind speed in 24 hours or
less, the official weather service
definition of rapid intensification.Beryl’s
explosive growth into an unprecedented
early whopper of a storm shows the literal
hot water of the Atlantic and Caribbean,
and what the Atlantic hurricane belt can
expect for the rest of the storm season,
experts said.Texas officials warned
people along the entire coastline to
prepare for possible flooding, heavy rain
and wind. The hurricane warning
extended from Baffin Bay, south of
Corpus Christi, to Sargent, south of
Houston.Beryl lurked as another
potential heavy rain event for Houston,
where storms in recent months have
knocked out power across the nation’s
fourth-largest city and flooded
neighbourhoods. A flash flood watch was
in effect for a wide swath of the Texas
coast, where forecasters expected Beryl
to dump as much as 10 inches (25 cm) of
rain in some areas.

« Although Beryl remained a
tropical storm on Sunday as it
churned toward Texas, it
threatened to potentially
reqain hurricane strength in
the warm waters of the Gulf of
Mexico before making landfall

on Monday.

marina, Percy Roberts showed his
neighbour Ken Waller how to properly
secure his boat as heavy winds rolled in
from the bay on Sunday evening.This is
actually going to be the first hurricane I’'m
going to be experiencing,” Waller said,
noting that he’s a little nervous but feels
safe following Roberts’ lead. “Pray for
the best but expect the worst, I
guess.”arther down the coast in Freeport,
Mark Richardson, a 64-year-old retiree,
said homeowners were busy “trying to tie
everything down” and worried that Beryl
had people unsure about where along the
Texas coast it would make landfall. He
spent Sunday morning on the beach and
said ocean swells were quickly
rising.“The ocean is getting very angry,
very fast,” he said.The earliest storm to
develop into a Category 5 hurricane in the

Matagorda, Texas Beryl began lashing
Texas with rain and intensifying winds on
Sunday as coastal residents boarded up
windows, left beach towns under
evacuation orders and prepared for the
powerful storm that has already cut a
deadly path through parts of Mexico and
the Caribbean.Ithough Beryl remained a
tropical storm Sunday as it churned
toward Texas, it threatened to potentially
regain hurricane strength in the warm
waters of the Gulf of Mexico before
making landfall early Monday.The storm
was projected to come ashore in the
middle of the Texas coast around
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Wimbledon 2024 Day 8 Schedule:
Novak Djokovic, Elena Rybakina
in 4th-round action

New Delhi. Seven-time champion Novak
Djokovic will face a tricky fourth-round test
as he faces last year's quarterfinalist Holger
Rune on the Center Court on Monday, July
8. Djokovic is bidding to reach the quarter-
final of the grass-court Grand Slam for the
15th time -- only Roger Federer has more
quarterfinal appearances in Wimbledon
(17). Meanwhile, Alexander Zverev will
take on 13th seed Taylor Fritz in what is
expected to be another entertaining fourth-
round match in London on Monday, July 08.

The action on the center court will get
underway from 1:30 pm local time when
fourth seed Elena Rybakina takes on Anna
Kalinskaya, who has looked solid so far at
the All England Club. Kalinskaya, who has
not dropped a set yet in this year's
Wimbledon, has beaten Rybakina twice in
their first three meetings. In their last match
in May 2023, Kalinskaya retired with an
injury, locking them 2-2 in head-to-head.

Alexander Zverev will then square off against
Fritz while Djokovic's game has been
scheduled for Monday evening on the
Center Court.On Court 1, 9th seed Alex de
Minaur takes on Arthur Fils of France in the
day's first match. 13th seed Jelena
Ostapenko will then be in action before
Barbora Krejcikova and Danielle Collins
meet each other in the fourth round.

Italy's Lorenzo Musetti and Ukraine's Elina
Svitolina will play their fourth-round
matches on Court 2 on Monday.

All eyes will be on Djokovic and Rybakina as
they are expected to be tested by their
spirited opponents."I'm sure that on
Monday we'll see a lot of fireworks on the
court. (Rune) is a spectacular player, no
doubt. He loves the big stage, and loves
playing on grass. I think he's very, very
tricky opponent," Djokovic spoke of Rune
on Saturday.

Pakistan should only have fit,
robust and strong players:
Juson Gillespie's mantra

Pakistan team's newly appointed red-ball head
coach Jason Gillespie emphasised the
importance of fitness for the team. He made
it clear that there would be no compromise
on the fitness of the players and that they
needed to prove what value they bring to the
national team. The former Australian fast
bowler landed in Pakistan and addressed a
press-conference ahead of the 2-match Test
series against Bangladesh which will begin
from August 21 at the Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium. The second Test will be played on
August 30 at National Stadium Karachi.

The Pakistan team has come under immense
criticism over their recent performances in
the international arena. There have been
constant chopping and changing within the
leadership of the team and there have been
questions over the fitness levels of certain
players within the team. The Babar Azam-
led outfit suffered an early ouster from the
T20 World Cup 2024 as well.

Gillespie's emphasis on fitness

Gillespie wanted the Pakistan players to amp-
up their fitness levels and called it a key
factor while playing modern-day cricket. He
wanted the team to play positive cricket, but
not subscribe to the 'bazball' approach.

"The seniors handed the responsibility to us
and it is our responsibility to take the flag
ahead, we are trying our best," Bishnoi
further said.National teams are not where
yousstill question a player's value. If there are
any perceptions about a player's place, he has
to change it with his performances and
attitude," he told reporters.

Paris Diamond League:
Pakistan's Arshad Nadeem
warms up for Olympics with
strong show

Paris Pakistan's star javelin thrower returned
to competitive action in style, finishing
fourth in Paris Diamond League on Sunday,
July 07. Arshad finished with a best effort of
84.21m in what was his first competitive
tournament in 2024 The injury-prone javelin
star began with 74.11m in his first attempt in
the prestigious Paris Diamond League which
had a 10-man men's javelin field. However,
the World Championships silver medalist
quickly found consistency, hitting three
throws in exces of 80m. Arshad's season best
of 84.21m came in his final throw in the
competition.1.74.11m

2.80.28m

3.82.71m

4.82.17m

5.8421m

Arshad Nadeem, feauturing in his first
Diamond League meeting would have been
gained in confidence after the consistent
show, especially after having comeback after
multiple injury concerns. It was Arshad's
first tournament since August 2023 when he
won silver in the World Championships final
in Budapest with a season-best effort of
87.82m.Also Read: India's Kishore Jena
finishes 8th in Paris DLArshad Nadeem was
on the sidelines last year as he was forced to
miss the Asian Games in September. Arshad
was hoping to start his season in the Olympic
year in February, but he underwent knee
surgery and needed two more months to
recover.Arshad was expected to start his

New Delhi.

Thousands of ecstatic fans filled the

season at the Paavo Nurmi Games last
month, but he opted for more recovery time
after picking up a minor calf muscle injury.

120 World

Cup Prize Money Breakdown: How

will Rs 125 crore be shared among players

= " o

120 World Cup 2024: The BCC
announced bumper prize
money of Rs 125 crore for the
Indian contingent that lifted
the World Cup. Let's have a
look at the breakdown of the
prize money among the
players as well as support
staff.

New Delhi. The BCCI had announced a
whopping prize money amount of Rs 125
crore for team India after their T20 World
Cup 2024 triumph. The entire team was
handed a cheque of the prize money during
the felicitation ceremony at the Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai on July 6th, Thursday. It
has been learnt that the 15 members of the
World Cup winning squad will get Rs 5
crore each from the prize money. This also

include Yashasvi Jaiswal, Yuzvendra
Chahal and Sanju Samson, who did not
feature in a single game during India's T20
World Cup 2024 campaign.Rahul Dravid,
who had his last assignment as team India's
head coach, alongside the rest of the core
coaching group will get Rs 2.5 crore each.
These include batting coach Vikram
Rathour, fielding coach T Dilip and

bowling coach Paras Mhambrey. The five
members of the senior selection
committee, including chairman Ajit
Agarkar will also get Rs 1 crore each. The
four reserve players will also be credited
with Rs 1 crore in their bank account.
Breakdown of Rs 125 crore prize money
Among the batters, Rinku Singh and
Shubman Gill, and Avesh Khan and

Jasprit Bumrah shares emotional T20
World Cup video with Virat Kohli voiceover

Star Indian pacer Jasprit
Bumrah shared an emotional video
capturing some of his favorite
moments from India's T20 World Cup
victory celebrations in Mumbai. The
video highlights Team India's bus
parade in Mumbai, which commenced
on Marine Drive and culminated at the
iconic Wankhede Stadium, where the
felicitation ceremony took place.

streets of Marine Drive, and the
atmosphere inside the jam-packed
Wankhede Stadium was electric as the
Men in Blue were greeted by a sea of
supporters. The video posted by Bumrah
features him proudly hoisting the coveted
trophy during a victory lap, eliciting
thunderous applause from the Wankhede
crowd. Expressing his gratitude, Bumrah
captioned the video, "I am so thankful for
the last few days. [ have been living a dream
and it has filled me with happiness and
gratitude."Adding a special touch to the
video, Virat Kohli's voiceover can be heard,
in which he endearingly refers to Bumrah as
a national treasure. During the felicitation

ceremony, Kohli was asked ifhe would sign
a petition to officially declare Bumrah a
national treasure and the eighth wonder of
the world. The former Indian captain and
player of the match in the T20 World Cup
final promptly responded, "I'll sign the
petition now."Kohli's admiration for
Bumrah was evident as he lavished praise
on India's standout performer of the
tournament. Bumrah, who claimed an
impressive 15 wickets, played a pivotal role
insecuring India's first ICC tournament win
in 11 years. "Let him decide what he wants
to do with his schedule. We want him to

play as long as possible. He's a
once-in-a-generation bowler,
and we're so glad he plays for
us," Kohli stated.

Kuldeep Yadav also shared a
heartfelt post on social media,
saying that June was particularly
memorable for him and the
entire team, as they
accomplished a long-cherished
dream.Kuldeep also said a
heartfelt thanks to his
teammates, support staff, media,
and the fans who stood by them

throughout the tournament. "To all my

fellow Indians, The month of June has been
special to me and all of us. Together, we
accomplished a dream that we were chasing
for long. I would like to thank my
teammates, the support staff, media and of
course our biggest strength, the fans who
kept supporting us throughout the
tournament. [ hope we have entertained you
all and given you moments of joy that you,
your family and friends will cherish with us
for a lifetime. The cup is home guys, we all
didit. @BCCI," Kuldeep wrote on X.

Stuart Broad pays tribute to bowling
'‘addict’ James Anderson ahead of final Test

New Delhi Former England pacer Stuart
Broad has paid tribute to James Anderson,
who will retire from international cricket
following the opening Test against West
Indies at Lord's, describing the veteran pace
spearhead as an "addict of the art of bowling.
Anderson, who has taken 700 wickets in 187
Tests, formed a formidable partnership with
Broad for over a decade, making England a
dominant force in home conditions."He
loves the rhythm of running into the bowl,
the control of the technique of his action, the
tactical side of whether he’s bowling away
swing, inswing, wobble seam," Broad wrote
in his column for The Times. "When you talk
about professionals who have had longevity,
you often talk about their dedication to
training, their discipline in the gym and their

diet. "And of course, you don’t play to 42
unless you have that, but the thing that
makes him different is his genuine love of
the art of what he does. Addict is generally
used as a negative word, but I’d say he is an
addict of the art of bowling," Broad

wrote.Broad also highlighted that
Anderson's ability to seam the ball in
diverse conditions worldwide,
particularly in the subcontinent, has
not received the recognition it
deserves. At 41, Anderson has
claimed 92 wickets in Asia, the most
by any English bowler in Test history.
"He doesn’t get enough credit for his
reverse swing, which has been crucial
to his great record in the subcontinent.
His line and length are so immaculate
and that makes him lethal," Broad
added. "Dale Steyn was phenomenal and
quicker than Jimmy, but Jimmy is certainly
the best reverse-swing bowler I’ve played
with and probably the best I’ve witnessed in
the flesh outside of Steyn."

Khaleel Amed are among the bowlers
who will also get a share in the prize
money. The other backroom staff will
also be rewarded with Rs 2 crore each,
which includes three physiotherapists,
three throwdown specialists, two
masseurs and the strength and
conditioning coach.A total of 42 people
consisted of the Indian contingent that
travelled to the USA and the Caribbean
islands for the World Cup. The team's
video analyst, BCCI staff members
travelling with the team, including
media officers and the team's logistics
manager will also be rewarded, as per
the Indian Express.

Who all will get the share from prize
money?

"Players and support staff have been
informed about the amount of prize

money they will be receiving from the

BCCI, and we have asked everyone to

submitan invoice," a BCCI source said.

A day after the Rohit Sharma-led team lifted

the T20 World Cup trophy, BCCI Secretary
Jay Shah announced the prize money. "As
far as Rs 125 crore is concerned, it will
cover the players, support staff, coaches
and selectors as well. Everyone," he said.

Uma Chetry is a hard-working

cricketer: India's fielding coach

hails Assam's talent

New Delhi. Indian women's cricket team's

fielding coach Munish Bali lauded Uma
Chetry for her brilliant fielding skills and
acknowledged that player for putting in the
hard yards. Uma Chetry, who hails from
Assam made her T20 international debut for
India during the 2nd match against South
Africa. However, the 2nd T20I at the M
Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai resulted
in a washout on July 7th, Sunday. South
Africa women, who won the first T20I
match by 12 runs, lead the 3-match T201I
series 1-0 against India.

Chetry showcased great composure behind

the wickets as he inflicted a brilliant
stumping during the 14th over. It was the
maiden stumping for the wicketkeeper who,
although, had stumped Tanzim Brits earlier
but had her gloves in the front. However, this
time there was no issue as Brits attempted a
lofted shot and ran down a long way outside
during the process.

Chetry impresses on T20I debut
Bali backed the 21-year-old wicketkeeper and

recalled how she had bravely fielded at
short-leg during the Test match against
South Africa last week."I was happy when
she was handed her debut cap. During the
Test, she fielded for around 70-80 overs she
is a brave girl," Bali said during the post-
match press conference."Standing at the
short-leg is not easy. She got hit by the ball,
but she stood there in pain. She has great
attitude and is a truly hard-working
cricketer. I was so happy for her to have
stumped Brits."

The fielding coach emphasised on improving

the fielding skills of the players amid a few
slip-ups on the field."It's difficult to grip the
ball when it's drizzling. But still, we fielded
very well. We are working on it and it's in
progress as we keep getting better slowly.

Deepti's brilliant spell vs South Africa
"No one drops catches intentionally. The

players have been practising hard during our
sessions, giving their best. At times, things
click, and sometimes, it doesn't. Errors
happen during matches. So, we keep telling
them to keep giving their best and results
will follow," he said.

Sanath Jayasuriya "happy' to coach Sri
Lanka, ex-opener to replace Chris Silverwood

wFormer opener Sanath Jayasuriya is all

set to take over as the head coach of
the Sri Lankan national team.
Jayasuriya said he was approached by
the cricket board to replace Chris
Silverwood, who quit after 720 World

Cup 2024.

UPDATED. Former opening batter Sanathan
Jayasuriya is all set to take over as the new
head coach of the Sri Lankan national team
ahead of the upcoming series against India.
Jayasuriya said on Monday he was
approached by the board to replace Chris
Silverwood, who quit after the T20 World
Cup in the USA and the West Indies. Sanath
Jayasuriya worked previously as the national
team selector. He has also been serving as the
consultant, overseeing players and coaches
progress in their High Performance Center in
Khettarama.“I have been asked to take over
coaching and I am happy to do it,” Sanath

Jayasuriya told AFP news agency. Notably, Chris Silverwood served Sri Lanka cricket as

former captain Mahela Jayawardene also
stepped down in June as consultant coach of
the team.

the men's team head coach from April 2022
until the end of the T20 World Cup. Under
his tenure, Sri Lanka won the Asia Cup in

2022, but struggled at the ODI World Cup
in 2023 in India. Sri Lanka also reached the
final of the Asia Cup last year, but were
blown away by India in the title match.Sri
Lanka failed to make it to the Super 8 stage
of the T20 World Cup, managing just one
victory in the group stage. Sri Lanka
finished third in Group C behind South
Africa and Bangladesh who qualified for
the next round. Chris Silverwood said in a
statement that he was quitting the role to
spend more time with his family after
having worked for more than 2 years with
the islanders.

Sanath Jayasuriya brings in a wealth of
international experience and his close
association with the Sri Lanka cricket set-
up will hold him in good stead. Jayasuriya
represented Sri Lanka 586 times across the
three formats of the game, hitting 42
centuries and taking 440 wickets. He
played his last international in 2011.

Jayasuriya is expected to begin his stint as
coach after the end of the ongoing Lanka

Premier League (LPL) 2024 season. He is set

to be in-charge of the side for the limited-

overs series against India in July-August and
the tour of England later in the month.
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Priyanka

Chopra

Shares Malti Marie’s Humming

Video As She Gets Ready For The
Bluff Shoot, Fans React

riyanka Chopra is currently busy with the shoot of her next film The Bluff. She has
been constantly sharing a lot of updates with fans. Her daughter Malti Marie has
also joined her at the shoot. Recently, Nick Jonas also joined them. Well, on
Saturday she posted a video of Malti Marie humming while Priyanka gets ready for the \\
shoot.Taking to her Instagram handle, Priyanka shared a video featuring moments she
spent with her family. The video began with Priyanka Chopra in a car, giving a peek of The
Bluff sets. Next, Nick’s hand was seen resting on Priyanka’s thighs, and she kept her hand on
Malti’s leg as they
travelled in the car.
Nick also played ¢
with Malti and went - !
shopping with her
too. In one of the
photos, Malti Marie is
also seen playing on the
beach. The video ended
with Malti Marie
humming while Priyanka 7
is recording it. “Bits and
pieces (hand heart emoji) \
#thebluff (pirate flag emoji),”
read the caption. *
As soon as the video was shared,
fans reacted. One of the fans
wrote, “I think she will have a
great singing voice here
maaa maaaam was so cute
and it filled my heart with
joy.” Another wrote,
“OMG she sounds so good just like her dad.”Priyanka Chopra is currently busy filming The Bluff in
Australia. When not on set, she is spending time with her family. Despite her busy schedule, the
actress is making sure to update her fans with what she has been up to. Her recent Instagram post
brings together the best of both her worlds — personal and professional.Earlier in an interview with
Quint, Priyanka was asked how she balances her work and motherhood duties. The actress shared
that even she was raised by a working woman and added that it has greatly helped her take care of
Malti.
“I was raised by a working mom and my mom’s sisters were working moms. Even the moms who
are not working (hold a job) are working all day. Working women don’t get enough credit... you
have to surround yourself with a village, you have to make sure that you find a supportive
partner. I have so many people around my daughter, but I still feel guilty when I go to the set,”
Priyanka said.Apart from the two projects, Priyanka also announced her collaboration with the
production team of Barry Avrich’s new feature documentary, Born Hungry.

LN -,/

\

1 Mira Kapoor

W -~ (Celebrates 9th Wedding Anniversary With
¢  Hubby Shahid Kapoor: 'Love Of My Life

Mira Kapoor and Shahid Kapoor are often seen painting the town red with their adorable display of affection for each

-

*A .

—
-

other. They dish out major couple goals and their social media posts for each other is proof of the same. As they
celebrate their 9th wedding anniversary, Mira took to her Instagram handle to share a heartfelt video with Shahid
expressing her love for him.Sharing th video, Mira wrote, You’re the one I... 7????? Happy 9, love of my life @shahidkapoor
Right from their wedding photos, to holidays, to spending time
~ with their kids, the video montage gave a glimpse of

 couple welcomed their first child, a baby girl in 2016 and
©  named her Misha. They then attained parenthood for the
second time in 2018 when they welcomed Zain into their
lives.Shahid has said in interviews that he was not sure if the
meeting would last 15 mins but it lasted seven hours. However,
earlier this year, the actor admitted that his married life
contributed to his evolution. “Everything that is substantial or
a priority, in which you invest your time, shapes who you are.
As an artist you express yourself, so the choices you make are
on the basis of who you are. So the choices that I make today
may seem different from what I did five years back, or I will
make them five years from now. They are always a reflection of what a person is in their head space. So in many ways, it
kind of influences everything I do,” he told Indian Express.
Meanwhile, on the film front, Shahid was last seen in Teri Baaton Mein Aisa Uljha Jiya alongside Kriti Sanon. The film
performed well at the box office and received rave reviews from the audience and critics alike. Next, he is working on
big-budget films like Deva, Ashwatthama: The Saga Continues, and Farzi 2.he actor took to Instagram to announce
* hisnew film Deva on the occasion of Dussehra last year. He also shared the first look in which Shahid appeared to be
playing the role of a police officer in the movie. In the photo, Shahid was seen flaunting his short hairdo while
holding a gun in his hand. Sharing the photo, Shahid revealed that he is locking Dussehra 2024 for Deva. “Deva in
theatres on Dussehra 11th October 2024,” he wrote. The film also stars Pooja Hegde. Deva will be directed by Rosshan
Andrrews and is produced by Zee Studios and Roy Kapur Films.

o ﬂ; % . everything.
e A J§hahid Kapoor tied the knot with Mira Rajput in 2015. The

Salman Khan 'Suddenly’

Lifted Himani Shivpuri During

A Hum Aapke Hain Koun
Scene: 'l Gave Him A Slap...

i} i

imani Shivpuri and Salman Khan first
appeared together in Sooraj Barjatya’s

film Hum Aapke Hain Koun (1994). Ina
recent interview, the veteran actress recalled
her time working with Salman, mentioning
how he surprised her by suddenly lifting her in
one scene. She also fondly remembered Salman
treating the cast and crew to biryani on set.

Speaking about her experience of shooting with

Salman, Himani told Bollywood Hungama,
“The first time I met Salman, I remember
Sooraj Barjatya explained the scene to us and
he said okay. Suddenly, while filming the scene,
Salman says, ‘Chachi jaan’ and he lifts me up.
Since, I had a background in theatre, I reacted
and I gave him a slap and all that and even
Sooraj ji was surprised but he said, ‘It’s looking
nice. We will keep it.” So the next time Salman
lifted me suddenly in another scene, I was
prepared.”

Hum Aapke Hain Koun was produced by Sooraj

Barjatya’s Rajshri Productions, which only
served vegetarian meals on set. However,
Salman brought biryani from home to treat the
cast and crew. Himani recounted, “Salman was
such a brat. It was wonderful working with him.
He would also bring food from his home —
biryani and all. On the sets of Hum Aapke Hai
Koun, they only served vegetarian food. So, he
would bring biryani on Eid and we all used to
have it. He was also a big prankster.”Recently,
Mukesh Rishi, known for his roles in popular
films like Sarfarosh and Sooryavansham,
recently talked about working with Salman
Khan in the 1990s. At that time, Salman was
becoming a major star in Bollywood. They
worked together in the movie Judwaa, directed
by David Dhawan. Mukesh described Salman
as having a “Punjabi heart.” He shared with
Bollywood Bubble, “It was my first film with
David Dhawan. Salman was a big star then.” He
recalled that he got a lot of time to talk to
Salman and said, “Salman is not the kind of guy
who chills alone. If it’s a room or lobby or
anywhere, he likes to chill with people. He is
completely like a Punjabi in that respect.
Staying together, being with friends.”

Ryan Reynolds in Awe of
Ranveer Singh, Deadpool and

Wolverine Star Says 'This Guy
Makes You Look Like...

e . e, ¥

eadpool & Wolverine actor Ryan
Reynolds was all praise for Ranveer

Singh. The actor, in an interaction with
Indian content creators, was asked which
Bollywood star he would love to team up with.
Ryan did not think twice before naming
Ranveer Singh. Coincidentally, Ranveer had
lent his voice to Deadpool in Deadpool 2.In a
video shared by Marvel India, Ryan said, “Oh,
Ranveer Singh is amazing. He has done the
voice of Deadpool. But also very funny.
(Points to Hugh Jackman), You think you are in
shape? This guy makes u look like a crypt
keeper. He is amazing.On the other side, Hugh
Jackman praised Indian cricket team skipper
Rohit Sharma. Hugh revealed he’s a cricket
lover and took Rohit’s name when asked about
his favourite cricketer from the Indian team.
“Right now, Rohit. Come on. You just took the
cup home. I'm glad,” leaving Reynolds
amazed. He also described that “Rohit was a
beast” in the World Cup T20 tournament.Ryan
and Hugh are preparing for the release of
Deadpool & Wolverine. Directed by Shawn
Levy, the film — which is also being referred
to as Deadpool 3 —isregarded as 2024°s most-
anticipated film, with its trailer becoming the
most-viewed in MCU history. The film
releases on July 26, 2024.During the event,
Levy explained why the upcoming film isn’t
Deadpool 3 but will handle the two characters
equally. “As far as crafting the Deadpool and
Wolverine story, I just felt privileged every day
because you’re talking about two massive
movie stars in their most iconic roles. It also
gave me an opportunity. It’s the third Deadpool
movie, but it’s not Deadpool 3. It’s a different
thing that’s very much Deadpool & Wolverine.
And it’s not trying to copycat anything from
the first two movies. They were awesome, but
this is a two-hander character adventure,” he
said.”
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