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UK’s diplomatic reset
on the cards

THE United Kingdom’s (UK) new Foreign
Secretary, David Lammy, has had sufficient
time to think things through. As the Shadow
Foreign Secretary since 2021, he has clocked
nearly 50 visits abroad and watched the erosion
of Britain’s global standing, largely as a
consequence of a messy Brexit, a sluggish
economy and unprecedented political
instability over 14 years of Conservative rule.
He aims to turn things around, primarily
through a reset on the UK’s approach towards
Europe, climate and the Global South, while
managing what he cannot reset. Lammy’s
approach, defined as ‘progressive realism’, is
inspired by two of his Labour predecessors —
Ernest Bevin and Robin Cook, one a hard-nosed
post-War realist who helped kick-start NATO
and the other a proponent of an ‘ethical’ foreign
policy. Deploying this doctrine, Lammy would
seek to promote Britain’s national interests
while recapturing prominence in global
governance and international development.

abour is determined to stabilise the UK'’s
relationship with Europe, particularly through
better trade and security ties.

The present turbulent international landscape
provides enough challenges to test any doctrine.
Conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia are not
going away. In fact, the Israel-Hezbollah
confrontation is dangerously close to triggering
a wider escalation. A grimly determined Russia
and an aggressive China have ensured that great
power rivalry is here to stay in a world where the
‘rule-based international liberal order’ is an
obsolete shibboleth. A deeply polarising
presidential election in the US could throw its
own set of wrenches into the works, particularly
if Donald Trump returns to the White House.
Climate, trade, migration, technological divide
and an increasingly disenchanted Global South
demand agile engagement. Objective
constraints, resource crunches, domestic
compulsions and an instinctive alignment with
the US in all situations will instil realism.

Labour is determined to stabilise the UK’s
relationship with Europe, particularly through
better trade and security ties. European leaders
will have time for Keir Starmer; they had tuned
off the Tory Prime Ministers after the
shenanigans that accompanied ‘getting Brexit
done’. The 75th anniversary NATO summit this
week could see the new PM spell out the UK’s
strong support for Ukraine and the need for a
strong trans-Atlantic relationship. Ironically,
the same relationship could flounder with a
second Trump term and put Britain in a spot six
months from now. Later this month, the UK will
host the summit of the 47-member European
Political Community (which interestingly
includes Georgia and Azerbaijan). Trade,
immigration, security and defence are expected
to be in Starmer’s talking points, though any
return to the European Union (EU), a single
market or even a customs union has been ruled
out.rom South Block’s perspective, the UK’s
approach to China — marked by confused
ambivalence during the Tory period — will be
of particular interest. The decade 2010-20 saw a
lovefest between the two countries, with David
Cameron and his Chancellor, George Osborne,
being the starry-eyed poster boys of this
relationship. The highpoint came, so
characteristically for Britain, in a pub with a
half-mocking Xi Jinping drinking beer and
eating fish and chips with Cameron. Things
changed after the pandemic as widespread

JULY 4 is a significant date in the 1999

Operationally, the capture of Tiger Hill

At the political level, then Pakistan

THE revelation that seven police officers of Haryana
have sought demotion due to stress-related
ailments underscores a profound crisis in the state’s |
law enforcement setup. The applications, detailing
struggles with depression, hypertension and other
health issues, paint a grim picture of the working
conditions of the police personnel. Their plea for
relinquishing future claims to seniority and career
progression sums up their desperation. The [
Haryana Police have a sanctioned strength of
70,000 personnel, but there are only around 50,000
cops on duty. This shortfall puts an enormous strain
on the force. Cops are expected to perform their |
duties under tough conditions, conducting
investigations, maintaining law and order and

Kargil lessons have relevance for the Agnipath ferment

Kargil War, marked by major
operational and political events. It
offers important cues for the Indian
higher defence management edifice
amid the current challenges — the
Agnipath scheme being the most
visible.

(16,608 ft) by the Ghatak platoon of
the 18 Grenadiers battalion was a
turning point for India; the Pakistani
military led by Gen Pervez |
Musharraf knew that this was the
beginning of the end of a feckless
misadventure.

PM Nawaz Sharif sought an
unscheduled urgent summit meeting
with US President Bill Clinton in
Washington DC; the outcome was
clear. While Sharif sought US intervention to restrain
India, Clinton’s message was firm: Pakistani troops
had to withdraw to their old positions behind the Line
of Control. The beleaguered Pakistan PM had no
choice but to accept this ‘advice’; thus, the war came to
an inglorious end for Rawalpindi, the General
Headquarters of the Pakistan army.

While the war ended officially on July 26, a day

celebrated as Vijay Diwas by India, and which will in
all probability be packaged as a mega 25th anniversary
event this year by the BJP-led NDA government, the
deeper import of the outcome of the war and its
contemporary relevance merit recall and rumination to
contextualise India’s current national security
challenges.

The 1999 war can be triangulated in different ways — for

instance, the nuclear shadow (both India and Pakistan
had demonstrated their nuclear weapon capability in
May 1998); or being the first major conflict in the sub-
continent after the end of the Cold War in December
1991; or the fact that Atal Bihari Vajpayee was a
caretaker Prime Minister. But the most significant
outcome of the war, in my view, was the manner in
which the BJP-led NDA government encouraged an
objective external review of the fiasco by a group of
eminent experts.

The Kargil War was a triumph of the indomitable fighting

spirit and valour of the Indian soldier, and the capture of
Tiger Hill and Tololing are illustrative. This gallantry is
to be recalled and cherished, but the sacrifice of

security concerns, including in the Huawei 5G
case, emerged and the US-China relations
soured. Since then, the British government has
tried to juggle its security concerns and its
economic engagement, but this approach lacks

fulfilling numerous additional responsibilities. The
situation is aggravated by the inadequate pay and the
failure to implement the recommended reforms.

Reports from other states validate this distressing

clarity and consistency

WHILE elections in India have resulted in the formation
of a coalition government led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the US presidential election campaign
has triggered confusion. There has never been any love
lost between the top contenders — President Joe Biden
and his predecessor Donald Trump. Biden had, after all,
prevailed over Trump in the 2020 election. The world
has seen a medically unfit Biden laying bare his frailties
in a televised nationwide debate with Trump. Large
sections of the US public appear aghast at the health of
their President. Moreover, the neutrality of the US
Supreme Court in the run-up to the election appears
questionable.The current indications are that Biden may
have to withdraw from the contest or face a defeat in the
election. There appears very little prospect of him
winning against Trump. In any case, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan have good relations with their Indian
counterparts, S Jaishankar and Ajit Doval, respectively.
These relationships are crucial for smooth ties between
New Delhi and Washington. The next Foreign Secretary,
Vikram Misri, has served in the US and China and is
well positioned to deal skilfully with both nations. It is
clear that the primary focus of India’s polices will be on
building a strong and peaceful neighbourhood,
primarily extending from the Strait of Malacca to the
oil-rich Strait of Hormuz.

While Trump, quite evidently, has a good rapport with PM
Modi, the same cannot be said for Biden. It is apparent
that Biden was responsible for the recent State
Department statement that expressed concern about
human rights in India. The department asserted: “In
India, we see a concerning increase in anti-conversion
laws, hate speech, demolitions of homes and places of
worship for members of minority faith communities”.
Not surprisingly, PM Modi is headed for Moscow for a
meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin, who
has been not only friendly and helpful but has also
invariably spoken with restraint and respect for India.

precious lives has to be framed against the larger failure
ofthe higher defence leadership of the country.

To his credit, then PM Vajpayee set up a committee on

July 29, 1999, headed by defence studies expert K
Subrahmanyam, to review the “events leading up to the
Pakistani aggression in Kargil district of Ladakh in
Jammu & Kashmir; and to recommend such measures
as are considered necessary to safeguard national
security against such armed intrusions.”

In a rare and commendable manner, the Kargil Review

Committee (KRC) completed its task in mid-December
1999 — a month ahead of schedule — and the Kargil
report was tabled in Parliament on February 23, 2000.
Soon after, the report was published as a book and
released in the public domain with some parts redacted.
Kargil-1999 exuded a degree of transparency and
introspection that still eludes the ill-fated October 1962
debacle at the hands of China. Successive Prime
Ministers, from Nehru to Modi, have not mustered the
resolve to place the Henderson-Brooks report in the
public domain, though pirated versions abound in
cyberspace.Today, 25 years later, it is a matter of shame
that many of the major recommendations made by the
KRC have neither been deliberated upon in Parliament
nor in select committees in an informed and
constructive manner. Rather than transparency, it is
tenacious opacity and embroidered obfuscation that
envelop major national security policy decisions.

The Agnipath scheme to induct young soldiers for a

limited four-year period, unveiled in June 2022, is
illustrative of this trend. The scheme acquired a high

Breaking point

Address cops’ grievances on priority

scenario. In Maharashtra, cops have been working
extended hours without adequate rest. In Uttar
Pradesh, the police have faced complaints of
overwork, with officers reporting burnout and
psychological distress. The Indian Police Foundation

India-US relations growing despite rough edges

Itis clear that the primary focus of India’s polices will be on building a strong and peaceful neighbourhood.

espite these developments and ostensible differences, the
India-US relationship has grown stronger with the
passage of time. India’s relations with the UK are,
meanwhile, now marked by bipartisan support and
growing ties with both Labour and Conservative parties.
A similar view prevails in Europe, with both France and
Germany set to improve ties with India. France has
remained a reliable supplier of a range of weapons, from
Mirage 2000 fighters to frontline Rafale jets. India has
acquired 36 Rafale fighters, with orders for a further 26
currently under negotiations. This is apart from the
earlier import of submarines from France.

n the larger perspective, another important factor to be
borne in mind is how India’s relations are being
calibrated with other global power centres amid
growing India-US ties. There is an increasing focus on
how India responds to the growing power of China in its
relations with countries across the world. This is

particularly so in India’s neighbourhood, where one can
be sure that Chinese power and influence will inevitably
seek to undermine India’s national security and
economic interests.

The European Union (EU) sees China as a ‘partner’ for
cooperation. But, at the same time, it sees China as a
dangerous rival. It asserts that China has become less
open to the world, while taking a more assertive posture
abroad, by resorting to economic coercion. China’s
policies make its trade relations with the EU
imbalanced. The EU acknowledges that China does not
operate on a level playing field. There is EU concern at
the growingly close relations between Beijing and
Moscow. While the EU acts largely as a junior partner of
the US on security issues, it is highly unlikely to assist or
join any foreign power facing Chinese aggression,
unless it is backed by the US. The EU countries could,
however, join the US diplomatically in situations where

degree of relevance in the 2024
General Election and has come
into unsavoury political focus.
Much to the discomfiture of the
Modi government, a major ally —
the JD(U) — was the first to voice
its reservations about the scheme.
Leader of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi has accused the Defence
Minister of misleading Parliament
on the matter.

A corrosive political slugfest is
gathering momentum, and former
Service Chiefs have been brought
into the social media kerfuffle. A
former Army Chief, Gen Manoj
Naravane, in his yet-to-be-
published book, referred to a
modest pilot scheme proposal
mooted by the Army being
transformed by the PMO into a

radical mega recruitment template to trim the pension

bill. Two former naval chiefs (Admirals Arun Prakash
and KB Singh) have made public their observations
about the inadequacies of the scheme and what they
perceived as fiscal compulsions for the hastily
launched programme.Predictably, the Modi
government has fielded a former IAF Chief — Air

Chief Marshal RKS Bhadauria (who has joined the

BJP) — to support Agnipath. A sensitive national

security issue is becoming a bitterly polarised political

blame game. This is dangerous and avoidable.

The Kargil lessons that may be applied in the current

ferment would be for the government to lower the
temperatures in Parliament and end the diatribe in the
media, while assuring both the Opposition and the
aggrieved citizenry that a de novo review of the scheme
by a team of eminent apolitical experts would be
undertaken in a speedy manner.his is not the first time
that the government of the day has sought to review
recruitment policies. Previous reports prepared by Lt
Generals K Balaram and Harwant Singh can be re-
examined.In its epilogue, the KRC noted that “the
Committee has after very wide interaction sign-posted
directions along the path to peace, ensuring progress,
development and stability of the nation. How exactly
the country should proceed to refashion its Security-
Intelligence-Development shield to meet the challenge
of the 21st century is for the Government, Parliament
and public opinion to determine. There is no turning
away from that responsibility.”

has highlighted the urgent need for
comprehensive reforms to address these
systemic issues, emphasising better
staffing, improved working conditions and
mental health support for personnel.

The cops, who dedicate themselves to public
safety, deserve better support, fair
compensation and a work environment that
safeguards their wellbeing. State
governments and police authorities must
address these issues promptly.
Implementing the Supreme Court’s
directives and police commissions’
recommendations for reforms is essential.
The recruitment process must be expedited

to relieve the pressure on the staff. Ignoring the cries

for help will further demoralise the force. Those whose
job is to protect us must be protected from debilitating

stress and strain.

they face direct pressure from Washington.

Asian countries facing Chinese hostility can expect
virtually nothing from the EU without American
support, especially when they get into a conflict
situation with China. It needs to be remembered that it is
India that has provided BrahMos missiles to the
Philippines, which has been facing territorial pressures
from China. But India itself cannot lower its guard when
it comes to tensions and uncertainties on its borders with
China. More importantly, China continues to woo
India’s South Asian neighbours with a view to securing
facilities to berth its ships in South Asian/Indian Ocean
ports. Italready has unfettered access to the Gwadar port
in Pakistan’s Balochistan province. China’s attention
has for long been on Myanmar, where New Delhi is set
to take over the operation of the Sittwe port. India’s pact
with Iran to develop the Chabahar port gives it access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan.

There is a keen interest internationally in the role of the
Indian Navy following the outbreak of the Isracl-Hamas
conflict. Over the past six months, Indian naval ships
have guarded the safety of shipping lines across the Gulf
of Aden and adjoining areas in the Arabian Sea and the
East Coast of Somalia.

sThe Gaza conflict has triggered massive violence and
international outrage. India has skilfully avoided getting
involved in this conflict. In the meantime, New Delhi
has remained focused on the Gulf countries, where
around 88 lakh Indians live and work, with the largest
number residing in the UAE and Saudi Arabia. There
has been a conscious effort to widen ties with these
countries, notably Saudi Arabia and the UAE, where a
distinctly warm relationship has been developed with
their rulers. This is unquestionably the most important
region for India in its neighbourhood.

One hopes that India will continue to build on what it has
achieved, while making it clear that it will act firmly on
the China-Pakistan axis, which remains the strongest
challenge to India’s security.
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Maruti Suzuki Zooms 6%
After Uttar Pradesh Waives
Registration Fees On Hybrid
Cars

NEW DELHI: Shares of Maruti Suzuki rose 6 per cent to
reach a day’s high of Rs 12,736 on the BSE, emerging as
the top Nifty gainer on Tuesday. This comes after the
registration fee waiver by the UP (Uttar Pradesh) state
government.According to automobile industry sources,
the on-road prices of strong hybrid cars have decreased
by up to Rs 4 lakh in Uttar Pradesh after the state
government decided to waive registration fee on them in
abid to promote green technology. The move resulted in
a 100 per cent waiver of the aforementioned tax,
resulting in potential benefits for customers up to Rs 3.5
lakh and companies like Maruti Suzuki, Toyota, and
Honda Cars.Among listed players, Maruti Suzuki India
is one of the leading car makers in the Indian hybrid
market.

Maruti offers HEV technology in the Grand Vitara SUV
and the Invicto MPV. Toyota provides similar
technology in the Urban Cruiser Hyryder SUV and the
Innova Hycross MPV. Honda incorporates HEV
technology into the City e-sedan.Hybrid electric cars as
well as plug-in hybrid electric vehicles utilize an
internal combustion engine along with an electric
motor. The key distinction lies in PHEVs employing a
larger battery that requires external charging.

The UP government currently charges an 8 per cent road
tax on vehicles that cost less than Rs 10 lakh, and a 10
per cent tax on vehicles that cost more than Rs 10 lakh
(on ex-showroom).Reportedly, UP is one of the largest
markets for passenger vehicles in the country, with retail
sales of 2,36,097 units in the first half (H1) of this year
— a jump of 13.46 per cent compared with 2,08,092
units in January-June 2023.Earlier this year, the state
also implemented a zero registration cost policy for
electric vehicles (EVs).Shares of Maruti Suzuki have
increased by 28 per cent in the last one year while on a
year-to-date basis, the stock has surged 23 per cent.

Employment Rate In India
Rises To 6% From 3.2% In
2024: RBI Report

NEW DELHI:The country’s employment rate
increased by 6 per cent in the fiscal year ended March
31,2024, compared to a growth of 3.2 per cent in 2022-
23. Employment in the country increased by Rs 4.67
crore to Rs 64.33 crore (provisional) in the fiscal year
2023-24, from Rs 59.67 crore in 2022-23, the RBI’s
Measuring Productivity at the Industry Level-The
India KLEMS like Capital (K), Labour (L), Energy
(E), Material (M) and Services (S) database showed.

The database includes 27 industries covering the entire
Indian economy. The database also provides these
estimates at the level of major sectors (agriculture,
manufacturing and services) and the all-India level.

It includes measures of gross value added (GVA), gross
production value (BOP), employment (L), labour
quality (LQ), capital stock (K), capital composition
(KQ), consumption of energy (E), material (M) and
services (S), labour productivity (LP) and total factor
productivity (TFP).According to the latest quarterly
bulletin of the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)
released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), the unemployment rate
(UR) in urban areas declined to 6.7 per cent in January-
March 2024 for persons aged 15 years and above in
May 2024 from 6.8 per cent in January-March 2023.

The female unemployment rate declined from 9.2 per
cent in January-March 2023 to 8.5 per cent in January-
March 2024. The labour force participation rate
(LFPR) in urban areas showed an increasing trend
from 48.5 per cent in January-March 2023 to 50.2 per
cent in January-March 2024 for persons aged 15 years
and above, the PLFS data showed.

The working population share (WPR) among persons
aged 15 years and above increased from 45.2 per cent
in January-March 2023 to 46.9 per cent in January-
March 2024.The female worker population ratio in
urban areas increased from 20.6 per cent in January-
March 2023 to 23.4 per cent in January-March 2024,
reflecting an overall increasing trend in the WPR, the
data showed.

Masked Aadhaar Card: Check
Uses, Benefits And Steps To
Download

NEW DELHI: The Aadhar Card has become an
essential document today. It serves as an identity proof
in India. Cybercriminals often use Aadhaar cards for
scams and fraud. The victim list of cyber scams ranges
from common people to celebrities. Due to increased
cases of such scams, the Indian government warns
citizens against such frauds through advertisements
and messages. To avoid such situations, the Indian
government has also introduced the concept of the
Masked Aadhar Card.

The masked Aadhaar card is issued by the Unique
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI). It is not only
different from the normal Aadhaar but is also more
secure. The Aadhaar card has 12-digit numbers printed
while in the masked Aadhaar, only the last 4 numbers
are visible. It is one of the striking differences between
the Aadhaar and Masked Aadhaar Card.The first 8
Aadhaar numbers of the Aadhaar card are written as
XXXX-XXXXin the masked Aadhaar card ID. Due
to this, a fragment of the Aadhaar card number is visible
to strangers which helps in preventing the chnces of
scams and frauds.The masked Aadhaar card is
completely valid. Itis issued by UIDAI and can be used
in place of an Aadhaar card. UIDALI has also appealed
to people several times to give masked Aadhaar cards
instead of providing a photocopy of normal Aadhaar
cards to prevent their misuse.

The masked Aadhaar will be downloaded in PDF format.
A password will be required to open this Aadhaar card.
The password is the first four letters of your name (in
Aadhaar) in capital letters and your year of birth.
Example: If the user’s name is Dipanshu and his date of
birth is 1990, then his password will be DIPA1990.

Ordering Grocery Online: Product Quality Important For 86%
Buyers, Value For Money, Time For 73%, Says LocalCircles Survey

The survey also said
that 67 per cent
buyers want value
pricing and no
delivery fee and are
willing to wait up to
24 hours.

New Delhi. Ordering grocery online has
become a routine in metros, Tier 1 and 2
cities and is fast becoming a trend in Tier 3
and 4 cities as well, thanks to the
convenience and value for money it
offers. A LocalCircles survey has
revealed that for 86 per cent of online
grocery buyers, product quality is the
most important criteria when buying
groceries online and selecting platforms
while value for money and delivery time
are other important parameters that matter

LT Foods, KRBL, Kohinoor: Rice Stocks Surge Up
15% As India Likely To Relax Export Limits

\f@g

NEW DELHI: Shares of rice-
producing companies were in
demand on Tuesday, July 9, with
individual stocks surging up to 15 per
cent on the BSE in the intraday trade.
The upmove comes amid a report that
the Indian government is looking to
relax restrictions on exports of some
rice varieties to avoid a glut in the _
country.Rice-related stocks LT |
Foods, KRBL, GRM Overseas, and =
Kohinoor Foods surged in the range
of 9-15 per cent in trade, beating 0.1 per
cent rise in the benchmark Nifty 50
index.Among individual stocks, shares
of L&T Foods advanced 15.3 per cent
(Rs 297.95), Chaman Lal Setia rallied
14 per cent (Rs 234.8), KRBL 12.9 per
cent (Rs 348.8), Kohinoor Foods 9.7
per cent (Rs 46), and GRM Overseas
9.4 per cent (Rs 226.7). Meanwhile,
Adani Wilmar, and Sarveshwar Foods

When Steve Jobs Asked To Fire Starbucks Leadership
Team; Howard Schultz Reveals He Was Right

NEW DELHI: Starbucks founder
Howard Schultz recently recalled a
meeting with Apple co-founder Steve
Jobs, where the latter screamed in his
face to suggest firing his whole
leadership team—a decision proved
right later.

According to a report by Tol, in an
episode of the podcast ‘Acquired’,
Schultz revealed that in 2008 there
was a meeting scheduled for
Starbucks and Apple around mobile
phones and a few other things.

By 2008, Starbucks had grown
massively but was facing a crisis.

Reportedly, Jobs invited Schultz to the
Apple Campus and the two were
taking a walk and
discussing.According to the report,
during the walk, Schultz opened up on
various challenges. Jobs listened and
gave unexpected advice, “You go back
to Seattle and you fire everyone on
your leadership team.”arbucks’
headquarters is located in Seattle,

to 73 per cent of them.Delivery
Time/Speed was not a criterion of
importance for online grocery buyers in
2023. This changed in 2024 with growing
competition in this sector as apps
started offering instant
delivery.However, the survey said
that buyers are willing to wait if the
delivery is free. The survey said that
67 per cent buyers want value
pricing and no delivery fee and are
willing to wait up to 24 hours while
17 per cent online grocery buyers
want their grocery delivered within
30 minutes. Of these 17 per cent, 66
per cent were from a metro/tier 1 city
and 30 per cent were from tier 2 city.
The survey showed that GenZ
buyers are willing to pay a fee for an
instant delivery as 82 per cent of the
ones willing to pay were under the
age of 27.The survey has also pointed to a
shift from planned grocery ordering
every month as more delivery apps offer
same day delivery. The percentage of
online grocery buyers who buy grocery as
and when required as opposed to on a

scheduled basis has risen from 23 per cent
in2023 to 57 per cent in 2024.Meanwhile,
6 in 10 buyers want refunds automated

without requiring physical
v
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inspections/product return with minimum
phone interactions. This indicates that
online grocery buyers value time and do
not want to spend 15 minutes with a
grocery platform’s customer service to
request a small amount of refund for poor
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were up 1 per cent and 4 per cent,
respectively.According to reports,
Centre may review restrictions placed
on exports of certain varieties of rice in
September, once the ongoing kharif
season concludes and the final
production figures are available.This
potential policy change is expected to
benefit millers and exporters and
support the minimum support price
(MSP) scheme. Currently, basmati rice

can only be exported above a set
floor price, parboiled rice exports are

quality. The survey also found that nearly

3 in 10 online grocery buyers use specific

platforms to purchase exclusive products

and end up buying other grocery items
from them as well.

In Noida, Amazon Fresh led on
quality, value and service while Big
Basket on selection and exclusivity
in terms of ratings. Quick grocery
platforms like Zepto, Blinkit and
Instamart improved their service
and selection ratings in the past 12
months while delivering groceries
within 30 minutes.The survey in
the 2024 study is based on over
70,000 responses from online
grocery buyers located in 227
districts of India. While 62 per cent
respondents were men, 38 per cent
were women. A total of 51 per cent
respondents were from tier 1

locations, 32 per cent from tier 2 locations
while 17 per cent were from tier 3 and 4
districts. The survey also included a
ratings pilot exercise done over a 6-month
period, in Noida, where all platforms
were operational.

To FHlipkart-backed
Zinka files for Rs

550 crore IPO

Zinka Logistics’ BlackBuck app is

subject to a 20 percent duty, and non-
basmati and broken rice exports are

a comprehensive platform, which

completely banned. These measures

provides solutions for payments,

were implemented to ensure

telematics, lioad management, and

sufficient domestic supplies and
stabilise prices.

vehicle financing.

The government now plans to replace
the export ban on non-basmati and
broken rice with a fixed export duty,
similar to the existing policy for

parboiled rice, and lower the minimum
export price for basmati rice. This
decision follows reports of ample rice
stocks in warehouses and optimistic
harvest forecasts due to favorble
monsoon predictions.The latest
estimates from the agricultural ministry
predict this year’s rice production at
136.7 metric tonnes (mt), up from 135
mt last year.

Washington, USA.Understandably,
Schultz was hesitant. Firing everyone
seemed extreme and potentially risky.
Jobs, however, was adamant. He even
predicted that most wouldn’t last a
year anyway.

Jobs ‘screamed’ at Schultz saying, “Fire
all those people, that’s what 1 would
do.“I promise you, in six months,

BENGALURU: Bengaluru-based Zinka Logistics
Solutions, backed by Flipkart and Accel, has
filed its draft red herring prospectus (DRHP)
with the SEBI to mop up funds through an initial
public offering (IPO).With a face value of Rs 1
per share, the IPO is a mix of fresh issuance of Rs
550 crore and an offer for sale of up to 21.61
million equity shares by promoters and Investor
Selling Shareholders.

The proceeds from its fresh issuance, about Rs 200
crore will be utilised for funding towards sales
and marketing costs, Rs 140 crore for investment
in Blackbuck Finserve for financing the

augmentation of its capital base to meet its future
capital requirements, and Rs 75 crore for funding
of expenditure in relation to product
development and other corporate purposes.
Zinka Logistics’ BlackBuck app is a
comprehensive platform, which provides
solutions for payments, telematics, load

management, and vehicle financing.
As of March 31, 2024, Zinka Logistics has
employed 1,783 permanent employees and

maybe nine, they’ll all be gone,” Jobs
added after Schultz resisted and
wondered how the company would
function without its leadership team.

Schultz acknowledges that Jobs was
right. Most of the leadership team was
replaced within a short period, and
Starbucks went through a significant
renewal process.

engaged 3,638 contract workers. By Fiscal 2024,
the company had grown its fleet to 963,345 truck
operators, up from 482,446 in Fiscal 2022,
representing 27.52% of the country’s truck
operators.The BlackBuck app in fiscal 2024 saw
robust engagement, with monthly active truck
operators using it for over 16.18 days per month
and spending an average of 39.56 minutes daily
on the platform.

India generated 46.7 million jobs in FY24, up 6%

The RBI on Monday
said this estimate is
much more than the
numbers that private
surveys such as CMIE
have been dishing out
pointing to the high
unemployment rates.

MUMBALI: The latest Reserve Bank data
showed the country has added 46.7
million new jobs in FY24 at 643.3
million, arise of 6% over 596.7 million in
FY23.The RBI on Monday said this
estimate is much more than the numbers
that private surveys such as CMIE have
been dishing out pointing to the high
unemployment rates.“Provisionally,
employment generation grew 6% or 46.7
million in FY24 as against 3.2% in
FY23,” data on ‘measuring industry level
productivity and employment’ showed.
The data-of productivity and employment
levels is an extrapolation of government’s
own National Accounts and the numbers

from Union labour ministry.

The RBI data— otherwise a routine release

has traditionally only shown historic

numbers — but on Monday the central
bank said it is attempting a provisional
estimate of productivity for the total
economy for the first time for FY24 based
on officially available information. The
data came within a week of a report by
brokerage Citigroup, which said even a
7% GDP growth can only create 8-9
million jobs a year, far short of 11-12
million needed in a country with so much
young population.Many political analysts

and economists blamed lack of jobs and
high inflation as the main reasons for the
BJP not getting a clear mandate in the just

concluded Lok Sabha polls though the
party went to polls seeking over 400 seats.

Citigroup economists in a weekend report
said India will not have enough jobs, even
with 7% GDP growth. RBI in its June
review forecast the economy will grow
7.2% this fiscal, this was 20 bps more than
the April forecast as the GDP printed in a
surprisingly high 8.2% in FY24.

The City report questioned the quality of
the jobs being created as official data

show about 46% of the workforce still

employed in agriculture, even though the

sector contributes under-20% to GDP
while manufacturing accounted for
11.4% of'total jobs in 2023, a lower share
thanin2018.

The Union labour and employment
ministry earlier in the day dismissed the
Citi report saying the brokerage report
“fails to account for comprehensive and
positive employment data available
from official sources such as the periodic
labour force survey and the RBI’s
KLEMS data(released on Monday). ”
Generating over 8 crore jobs between
FY18 and FY22 translates into an
average of over 2 crore jobs per year. The
ministry said there are consistent
improvements in the EPFO and NPS
data.

Many are of the view that official

unemployment rate of 3.2% for FY23
underestimates the scale of the problem,
with most economists relying instead on
data from the private sector research firm
CMIE, which pegged the jobless rate in
may 20224 at 9.2%, the highest in the past
eight months. For those aged 20-24, the
jobless rate is over 40%, as per CMIE,
which also said the unemployment rate
rose to 8 percent in FY24 from 7.5% and
7.7% in the previous two years.
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K Annamalai asks ‘'what's stopping’ MK

Stalin from CBI probe on

New Delhi:Tamil Nadu BJP
President K Annamalai has
demanded a CBI inquiry into the
killing of state Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief K Armstrong,
questioning as to why Chief
Minister MK Stalin was not ready
to hand over the investigation to
the federal agency.

"When the current Chief Minister
was an Opposition leader, he used
to demand a CBI inquiry for
everything. I believe he demanded
71 CBI inquiries in 10 years while
being in Opposition. This is a fit
case for a CBI inquiry, but what is
stopping him from it?" the state BJP
President asked.Annamalai's remarks
came after he met the slain BSP leader's
family on Monday. He further stated that
Tamil Nadu cannot become a police state.

"This is an incident that should not have 3 BJp Tamil Nadu is demanding a CBI

"Won't Go Unavenged":

Tamil Nadu BJP
President K
Annamalai has
demanded a CBI
inquiry into the Killing
of state BSP chief K
Armstrong, asking
what was stopping him
from handing over the
investigation to the
federal agency.

Lawyer Complains To Chief
Justice About Fellow Judge.
His Response

New Delhi: The Supreme Court today witnessed
dramatic exchanges when a Lucknow-based advocate
requested two separate benches to pardon him and
remove costs imposed on him for filing frivolous
Public Interest Litigation (PIL).

First, a bench of Justice Abhay S Oka and Justice
Augustine G Masih pulled up Lucknow-based
advocate Ashok Pandey for not paying cost of ? 50,000
imposed on him. The cost was imposed last year after
the top court dismissed the lawyer's plea challenging
the appointment of Supreme Court advocates as High
Court judges.The bench noted that the lawyer
travelled abroad soon after the court imposed the cost.
"Now you cannot say that you can't pay cost of ?
50,000," the bench said, noting that he is a "practising
lawyer". To this, Mr Pandey said he has not got a single
case since last year and that his trip was "sponsored by
my kids"."You pay the costin a week else we will issue
a contempt (notice). Are you willing to pay in 2 weeks
or not? You are the member of the bar, we request you
to answer it clearly," the bench said. The lawyer replied
that his "children are rich, but I am poor". Referring to
former Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, he claimed,
"I had initially filed several petitions for CJI Dipak
Misra when a lot of allegations were put against him.
Nobody from this court supported him but I was there.
I have requested the CJI and President of India for the
payment in those cases. CJI has referred my matter to
SCLSC (Supreme Court Legal Service Committee)
for payment. I will pay lordship."Justice Oka granted
the lawyer time till August 5 and added that the court
will issue a contempt notice if the payment is not made
by then.The lawyer was then puilled up by another
bench -- of Justice BR Gavai and Justice KV
Viswanathan -- for not paying ? 1 Lakh imposed on
him in a separate matter. This was in connection to a
PIL last year in which Mr Pandey had challenged the
reinstatement of the Lok Sabha Membership of NCP's
Mohd Faizal Padippura.

11 UP Women Misuse PMAY
Funds, Flee With Lovers After
First Installment: Reports

New Delhi: 11 married women from Uttar Pradesh's
Maharajganj district are reported to have misused the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) scheme. This
scheme, which aims to assist poor and middle-class
families in constructing permanent homes, has come
under scrutiny following these incidents.

According to media reports, these women allegedly
received the first installment of Rs.40,000 from the
PMAY scheme and subsequently left their husbands,
fleeing with their lovers. The situation was brought to
light when the deserted husbands reported the matter to
the police.

The incident involves beneficiaries from several villages

happened in a state like Tamilnadu, and to a
popular leader. Somebody has taken the
whole system for a ride, and it looks like a
conspiracy. Tamilnadu Police cannot rest
on the fact that some people have
surrendered... Who are the people behind it?

said.

India's Strong

inquiry due to the root of this
murder. Like Mayawati said, law
and order in Tamil Nadu has
completely failed," Annamalai

Both Amrstrong's family and BSP
supremo Mayawati, who paid
tribute to her slain party leader in
Chennai on Sunday, have
demanded a CBI inquiry.Tamil
Nadu Police have so far arrested
eight men, who had surrendered
on the night of the murder on July
5, and detained three others. The
police said that according to
initial investigations, a previous

enmity could be the motive behind the

murder, but Armstrong's family has refused
to accept the same.When asked about the
state police's enmity narrative,

Annamalai claimed that the police are in a

"defensive mode".The Tamil Nadu BJP

Armstrong murder

chief also responded to the new Chennai
Police Commissioner A Arun's remarks
about teaching rowdies in the language
"they understand"."Tamil Nadu should not
become a police state... We are talking
about lack of policing," Annamalai
said. The BJP leader added that when the
police and the ruling government go on
defensive mode, typically for the upcoming
weeks, encounters take place - in which the
real issue gets lost."We should not get into
that culture... The Chief Minister should not
go to the extreme to say that I have changed
the police. They will do a couple of
encounters and Tamil Nadu will become a
peaceful state. That would only be a
temporary solution for a month," he
explained. K Armstrong was hacked to
death by six unidentified men near his
K  residence in Chennai's Perambur area. His
brother Veeramani also sustained injuries in
the attack.

Delhi Police bust kidney
racket being run from

Message After Kathua Ambush Kills 5 Bangladesh, arrest 7

New Delhi: The killing of five
Armymen in a terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir's Kathua yesterday will
not go unavenged, Defence Secretary
Giridhar Aramane said today, while
expressing condolences for their
families.

Sending a strong message in the
aftermath of the attack, the Defence
Secretary said, "I express profound
grief on the loss of five Bravehearts in
a terrorist attack in Badnota, Kathua,
and extend deepest condolences to the
bereaved families. Their selfless
service to the nation will always be
remembered & their sacrifice will not
go unavenged and India will defeat
the evil forces behind the attack." The
remarks were shared by the Defence

Five Army personnel,

Ministry ina post on X.

including a
Junior Commissioned Officer, were
killed, and as many were injured
yesterday when terrorists ambushed a
patrol party in Kathua's remote
Machedi area.The ten soldiers were in
an Army truck that was attacked by
grenade and gunfire yesterday
afternoon. The terrorists fled into the
forest after the ambush. A search
operation has been launched to track
them down.

Kashmir Tigers, a shadow outfit of the

banned Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM), has claimed
responsibility for the
attack.Yesterday's attack was the
second attack on the Army within two

days. The last few weeks have seen
heightened terror activities in the
Union Territory.Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh has said he is "deeply
anguised" by the solders' deaths
yesterday.

I'am deeply anguished at the loss of five
of our brave Indian Army Soldiers in a
terrorist attack in Badnota, Kathua
(J&K). My deepest condolences to
the bereaved families, the Nation
stands firm with them in this difficult
time. The Counter Terrorist
operations are underway, and our
soldiers are determined to usher in
peace and order in the region. I pray
for a speedy recovery to those who
sustained injuries in this dastardly
terror attack," he said in a poston X.

Number Of New Jobs More Than Doubles
To 46.6 Million In 2023-24: RBI Data

New Delhi: As many as
46.6 million new jobs
were created in the
Indian economy during
2023-24, according to
the latest data released
by the Reserve Bank of
India.The total number
of people employed in
the country rose from
596.7 million in 2022-
23 to 643.3 million in
the financial year ended
on March 31,
2024.While an average
of 20 million jobs was
created between 2017-
18 and 2021-22, the
number more than doubled during
2023-24, the data shows.

The RBI's KLEMS database covers five
key inputs of production -- Capital (K),
Labour (L), Energy (E), Materials (M),
and Services (S). The database is
created for 27 industries aggregated to

form six sectors that cover the entire

economy.The RBI has also for the first
time made a provisional estimate of
productivity for the total economy in
FY24 based on the available
information.

This reflects the quality of labour in the

economy based on the education level

of the workers. The data
shows an increase in
employment across
education levels and age
groups. The
unemployment ratio has
gone down to 1.4 per
cent in FY24 from 2.2
per cent in FY18.The
services sector,
excluding construction,
is now absorbing most of
the workforce that is
moving out of
agriculture. This is in
sharp contrast to the
2000-2011 period when
the construction sector
was providing the bulk of jobs to the
workforce.The data also shows that
high-skilled activities, such as
financial and business services,
education and health care, are seeing
an increase in the share of educated
workers.

New Delhi:The crime branch of the Delhi Police has
arrested seven people in connection with a kidney
racket which was being operated from
Bangladesh.According to the details, those
arrested also include a 50-year-old woman doctor,
who has so far operated on nearly 16 patients at a
hospital in Uttar Pradesh's Noida.The racket was
being run from Bangladesh to Rajasthan.

The crime branch of the Delhi Police assisted the
Rajasthan Police after the racket came to
light.Commenting on the arrests, Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Crime, Amit Goel, said
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the arrested doctor, identified as Vijaya Kumari,
was employed at a hospital in Delhi's Sarita Vihar.
However, she facilitated nearly 16 transplants at a
hospital in Noida.

Investigations had earlier suggested the doctor was
on payroll at Delhi's Apollo Hospitals.However,
later, in a press statement, the hospital clarified Dr
Kumari was not associated with them.

"The Delhi Police’s Crime Branch department had
taken custody of a doctor who had been engaged on
a fee-for-service basis and not on the hospital’s
payroll. This action is subsequent to an
investigation pertaining to procedures carried out
at another hospital and prima-facie not related to
any action or acts at Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals
(IAH). Given this action by the police, IAH had
placed the doctor under suspension,” the hospital
statement read.According to the Delhi Police, the
entire racket was operated in Bangladesh.Patients
in the country were allegedly being sent to India for
treatment once they agreed to pay lakhs of money
to the donor.

Police also said that some patients were brought to
India under the pretext of job offers, and their
kidneys were removed.On some occasions,
patients were also forced to donate their kidneys by
creating fake documents in the name of the their
relatives. The hospital had suspended the arrested
woman doctor soon after the racket had come to
light.

Hathras Stampede Report Cites Mismanagement,
6 Officials Suspended For Negllgence

New Delhi: The in Uttar Pradesh district
official - a sub divisional magistrate - who
permitted 'godman' Bhole Baba's 'prayer
meet' near Hathras, at which a stampede
killed 121 people - has been suspended.

The SDM - who neither inspected the venue
nor informed his seniors, according to a
SIT report submitted to Chief Minister

in the Maharajganj district, including Thuthibari,
Sheetlapur, Chatia, Ramnagar, Bakul Diha, Khasra,
Kishunpur, and Medhauli. According to a report by
News18, around 2,350 beneficiaries received funds
under the PMAY scheme in this district recently.

Suspension Of Further Payments

In response to these events, officials have decided to halt
the disbursement of the second installment to the
beneficiaries. This measure aims to prevent further
misuse of the funds.

Following the lack of development, officials issued
notices demanding the immediate start of construction
work. When no response was received, the District
Urban Development Agency (DUDA) issued warnings
to the husbands of the women involved.

Yogi Adityanath Tuesday morning - is one
of six district officials, including a Circle
Officer and a Tehsildar, who have been
removed from active duty.The SIT report
also said the organisers and local officials,
including the police, were negligent and
"failed to make adequate arrangements".
They did not take the event "seriously", it
declared. The fact that the organisers - who
have been held "primarily responsible" -
involved, or hired, individuals without
police verification has been held up as an
example of that negligence.And, in a lapse
of protocol, local police did not inform, as
soon as they should have, their seniors of
the stampede and the deaths, the report
said. The probe team also echoed the
Chief Minister in suggesting the

"possibility of a major conspiracy", and
recommended a more detailed
investigation.

'Overcrowding Led To Stampede'
The SIT, which includes Additional

Anupam Kulshrestha and Aligarh
Divisional Commissioner Chaitra V,
also flagged overcrowding as a cause of
the stampede.

In earlier police reports it was said the
organisers said they expected 80,000
people at the 'satsang', but the final
(estimated) headcount was over 2.5 lakh.
The cops believe the organisers
deliberately underplayed the number,
possibly to face fewer restrictions in
hosting the event and circumvent
additional crowd safety measures; in any
case, it appears even those wee not
ensured.Other reports indicate this is not
the first time a 'prayer meet' organised for
Bhole Baba, has deceived the authorities
about expected attendances; in May 2022,
during the COVID pandemic, permission
was sought for a rally for 50 in
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Singh - has not been named as an
accused or questioned.Unconfirmed
reports said Bhole Baba, who may have
political connections after it emerged
= he had received funding from some
'," parties, and his aides could have
prevented the tragedy.One Entry, One
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Farrukhabad district but it entertained
over 50,000.

SIT Report Into Hathras Stampede

The report is based on statements from 125
people - from eyewitnesses and survivors
to police and district officials. In addition,
news reports and photograph and video
footage were also examined.Six officials,
including the SDM who allowed the
'satsang' to take place, have been
suspended so far, and nine people,
including the main organiser -
Devprakash Madhukar - have been
arrested. Those suspended include police
personnel and district officials.

Bhole Baba - his real name is Suraj Pal

questions have been asked of the police
and the district officials after the
stampede.

This included why there were no safety
measures, such as designated entry and
exit points. The police have also said there
were no ambulances or medical stations at
the site.Emergency exits and evacuation
routes were either not made available or
not clearly marked, which added to the
chaos once the stampede broke.Police
have also accused the organisers of not
helping manage pedestrian and vehicular
traffic and, crucially, destroying or hiding
evidence after the stampede. In today's
report the probe team said organisers were
guilty of "spreading chaos" and even tried
to stop cops from inspecting the venue.
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Teens spot Bigfoot-like creature
with 'glowing eyes' at US forest, call

ops

'World What did I just see?' - A group of teenagers who
were camping in a forest in the US's Louisiana must have
asked themselves this question after an alleged sighting
of a Bigfoot-like creature with "glowing eyes" terrified
them and caused panic.

The group of high school graduates were camping in the
Kisatchie National Forest, about 100 miles northwest of
Baton Rouge, when they reported the frightening
encounter last week, a police statement said.

After the teenagers aged between 17 and 18 set up their
camps, one member called 911, scared, and requested
assistance because "they reportedly heard a growl and
saw what appeared to be an animal that had glowing eyes
and stood about 5-feet tall." the statement added."What
did I justsee?" - A group of teenagers who were camping
in a forest in the US's Louisiana must have asked
themselves this question after an alleged sighting of a
Bigfoot-like creature with "glowing eyes" terrified them
and caused panic.The group of high school graduates
were camping in the Kisatchie National Forest, about
100 miles northwest of Baton Rouge, when they
reported the frightening encounter last week, a police
statement said.

After the teenagers aged between 17 and 18 set up their
camps, one member called 911, scared, and requested
assistance because "they reportedly heard a growl and
saw what appeared to be an animal that had glowing eyes
and stood about 5-feet tall." the statement added.The
officers then congratulated the teenagers and thanked
them for visiting the national forest before wishing them
"good luck in your future".According to The New York
Post, this is not the first Bigfoot sighting in the Kisatchie
National Forest. In 2019, two self-proclaimed Bigfoot
researchers claimed they had visual and audio evidence
of the cryptid’s existence in the dense, 600,000-acre
woods.

Furthermore, in October last year, a man and his wife on a
romantic getaway recorded a video of a creature claimed
to be a Bigfoot walking around in Colorado.

Russia's heaviest hombardment of
Kyiv in 4 months hits children's
hospital

KYIV. Russian missiles blasted cities across Ukraine on
Monday, damaging the country's largest children's
hospital and other buildings in a fierce assault that
interrupted heart surgeries and forced young cancer
patients to take their treatments outdoors.

Atleast31 people were killed, officials said.

The daytime barrage targeted five Ukrainian cities with
more than 40 missiles of different types, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on social media.

Ukraine's air force said it intercepted 30 missiles.

More than 150 people were wounded.

It was Russia's heaviest bombardment of Kyiv in almost
four months, hitting seven of the city's 10 districts.

At least seven people were killed in the capital, including
two staff members at the hospital.

Strikes in Kryvyi Rih, Zelenskyy's birthplace in central
Ukraine, killed 10.The attack on the Okhmatdyt
children's hospital caused debris to fall into heart
patients' open chests in the middle of surgery.

ancer patients had their beds wheeled into parks and onto
the streets."It is very important that the world should not
be silent about it now and that everyone should see what
Russia is and what it is doing," Zelenskyy said.The
assault unfolded a day before Western leaders who have
backed Ukraine were scheduled to begin a three-day
NATO summit in Washington to consider how they can
reassure Kyiv of the alliance's unwavering support and
offer Ukrainians hope that their country can survive
Europe's biggest conflict since World War I1.

Zelenskyy said during a visit to Poland that he hopes the
summit will provide more air defense systems for
Ukraine.In a statement, US President Joe Biden called
Monday's missile strikes "a horrific reminder of
Russia's brutality"."It is critical that the world continues
to stand with Ukraine at this important moment and that
we notignore Russian aggression," the statement said.

Resolution infroduced in US House
urging India for independent probe
into Father Stan's death

WASHINGTON. Three American lawmakers have
introduced a resolution in the US House of
Representatives, encouraging India to pursue an
independent investigation into the arrest, incarceration
and death of Father Stan, a human rights activist who
died in custody on July 5, 2021.ntroduced by
Congressman Juan Vargas along with lawmakers Jim
McGovern and Andre Carson, the resolution expresses
concern at the alleged misuse of anti-terror laws to
target human rights defenders and political opponents,
applauds a recent ruling by the Supreme Court of India
to suspend a controversial colonial-era sedition law and
urges India's Parliament to make the suspension
permanent. The resolution "makes it clear to the Indian
government and all governments around the world that
freedom of expression is a fundamental human right, as
written in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly in 1948, that enshrines the rights and
freedoms of all human beings"."Father Stan dedicated
his life to giving a voice to the voiceless. He was a
tireless advocate for the rights of the indigenous
Adivasi people, trained young community leaders, and
worked for justice for many communities in India,"
Vargas said."As a former Jesuit, I am horrified that
Father Stan faced relentless abuse and was denied
medical care while in custody. I introduced this
resolution to make sure Father Stan and his lifelong
commitment to the greater good is never forgotten," he
added.Father Stanislaus Lourduswamy, known as
Father Stan, was born on April 26, 1937 in a village

called Viragalur in Tiruchirappalli district in the
southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, and inspired by the
work of Jesuit priests from an early age, studied
theology starting in 1957, the resolution said.

According to the resolution, Father Stan played a key role
in one of the most significant Adivasi movements in
contemporary India, the Pathalgadi movement, which
used Adivasi traditions of stone carving (for instance,
for gravestones) to spread information among Adivasi
communities regarding rights guaranteed to them under
the Indian Constitution.During these decades in
Jharkhand, Father Stan advocated for and raised
awareness regarding the implementation of provisions
of the Indian Constitutiosn like the Panchayat
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) or the PESA Act, which
instituted self-governance for people dwelling in
Adivasi lands," the resolution said.

Tropical storm Beryl kills 3 in Texas,
2.7 million people W|thotlectr|0|ty

Beryl, the season's earliest Category
5 hurricane on record, weakened
from a hurricane after pounding the
coastal Texas town of Matagorda
hefore moving across Houston, the
US National Hurricane Center (NHC)
said.

Houston, Tropical Storm Beryl brought

howling winds and torrential rain to
southeast Texas on Monday, killing at
least three people, flooding highways,
closing oil ports, cancelling more than
1,300 flights and knocking out power to
more than 2.7 million homes and
businesses.Beryl, the season's earliest
Category 5 hurricane on record,
weakened from a hurricane after
pounding the coastal Texas town of
Matagorda with dangerous storm surges
and heavy rain before moving across
Houston, the US National Hurricane

Indian-origin bar owner in Singupore
jailed for 13 years for raping minor

World A 42-year-old Indian-origin man

was sentenced to jail for 13 years and
four weeks in Singapore on Monday,
on charges of raping a runaway 17-
year-old girl. The accused was
identified as Raj Kumar Bala, who
worked at a bar at Dunlop Street in the
Little India district.Bala would also
receive nine strokes of the cane for
committing the crime.According to his
defense lawyer, Bala was asked to be
released on bail pending appeal.During
a hearing, the court learnt that the
survivor was 17 years old in February
2020, when she ran away from the
Singapore Girls' Home.She found out
about a job opportunity at Bala's Don
Bar and Bistro through another
runaway who was working there.The
other runaway was also sexually
assaulted by Bala in a charge that stood
down for the time being.The survivor

Center (NHC) said.The agency said
conditions could spawn tornadoes in
Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas.The storm,
which was expected to rapidly weaken as
it moved inland, swept a destructive path
through Jamaica, Grenada, and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines last week.It
killed at least 11 in Mexico and the
Caribbean before reaching Texas,
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick told
reporters.In Texas, a 53-year-old man and
a 74-year-old woman were killed in two
incidents by trees that fell on their homes
in the Houston area on Monday.A third
person, a City of Houston employee going
to work, drowned in an underpass, Patrick
said.Oil refining activity slowed, and
some production sites were evacuated in
the state that is the nation's biggest
producer of U.S. oil and natural gas.

"For those of you in northeast Texas, be
aware. You will have tropical storm winds,
maybe as late as midnight or 1 am. You
will have flooding, you will have rain, and
you need to stay off the roads," Patrick
said.State officials had yet to assess the
economic damage as officials remained
on a rescue footing while powerful winds

surrendered herself to the home in
July 2020.The survivor's lawyer told
the court there was
personal harm" inflicted on her, and
that she blamed herself for being in an
intoxicated state, thus leading to her
rape.Her testimony in court, which
was corroborated by her former
boyfriend, illustrated how the trauma
from her past would be revived in a

continued to blow. Restoring power
would take several days, said Thomas
Gleeson, chair of the Texas Public Utility
Commission.zzore than 2,500 first
responders were deployed statewide, said
Nim Kidd, chief of the Texas Division of
Emergency Management.Following
warnings that it could be a deadly storm
for communities in its path, people rushed
to board up windows and stock up on fuel
and other essential supplies.Before
daybreak, strong gusts and torrential rain
lashed cities and towns such as Galveston,
Sargent, Lake Jackson and Freeport,
television video showed.By late morning,
many fallen trees blocked roads in
Houston as the worst of the storm passed,
with persisting winds and some road

"considerable

flooding, rendering lanes on major
freeways impassable. The city barricaded
flooded areas.Crews using a life jacket
and a ladder fire truck rescued a man from
a truck on a flooded stretch of freeway,
video posted on social media by
Houston's local ABC station showed.
Patrick said there were several other
rescues.loodwaters exceeded 10 inches
(25 cm) across most of Houston, Mayor
John Whitmire said.cc"We're literally
getting calls across Houston right now
asking for first responders to come rescue
individuals in desperate life safety
conditions," Whitmire said. The storm had
strengthened to a Category 1 hurricane as
it crossed the warm waters of the Gulf of
Mexico before making landfall. But the
NHC said it was expected to weaken into
atropical depression overnight and a post-
tropical cyclone on Tuesday. That was still
enough to deliver more heavy rain as it
moved northeastward from eastern Texas
on Monday afternoon, across Arkansas on
Tuesday, into the Lower Ohio Valley on
Tuesday night, and finally into the Lower
Great Lakes on Wednesday, the US
National Weather Service said.

Joe Biden not being treated for
Parkinson's: White House

Washington. US President Joe Biden is not being
treated for Parkinson's disease, the White House
said on Monday, after the New York Times
reported that visitor logs showed a doctor
specialising in the illness visited the White House
at least eight times from August through
March.Concerns that the president might be
suffering from an undisclosed illness have risen
since Biden stumbled, appearing frail and losing
his train of thought at times, in his June 27 debate
against Republican Donald Trump."Has the
president been treated for Parkinson's? No. Is he
being treated for Parkinson's? No, he's not. Is he

offered her the role, saying she could
stay at the bar with other runaways.The
survivor worked at the bar for a few
days, but police received a tip-off about
people who absconded and worked
there.he survivor, along with another
girl, fled the bar to escape a police raid
on February 22, 2020.Later, they were
picked up by Bala, who drove them to
his condominium, telling them they
could stay there, before drinking
alcohol with the girls.

went down to the bar and met Bala for He raped the survivor while she was

an interview, who described the job
duties to her, including serving
customers and making drinks. He

Hollywood on edge

GLENDALE. In a studio near Los
Angeles, a group of filmmakers
practice framing a close-up of a rubber
gun held by an actor, when they are
suddenly interrupted."He's pointing
the gun directly at the crew -- it's
exactly what happened on 'Rust", said
Dutch Merrick, a veteran armorer who
offers training on gun safety in movies.

"Who's going to raise that and speak up,
ifthey see this situation?" he demands.

Merrick is referring to the infamous
tragedy that took place in October 2021
on the New Mexico set of Alec
Baldwin's low-budget Western "Rust."

That day, Baldwin pointed a prop gun in
the direction of cinematographer
Halyna Hutchins. He believed the
revolver contained only blank bullets,
butalive round struck Hutchins.

Baldwin goes on trial for involuntary
manslaughter this Tuesday."It was a
wake up call to me," said Virginia
Brazier, one of the group attending
Merrick's training course.She works as
a production manager, responsible for
hiring film crews, including armorers

heavily intoxicated and also engaged in
sex acts with the other girl.he incident
came to light after the survivor

and prop masters.

"I want to know what questions to ask

people, to make sure that I'm vetting
and doing proper recruiting to make
sure that we're safe on set," she told
AFP.'Golden rules'During the course,
Merrick underlines that Rust was
"underbudgeted." He believes that led
to a series of failures, culminating in an
"industrial accident."He teaches
students simple ways to help identify
blank bullets, such as their
characteristic ridged tips.And he
makes attendees learn and repeat aloud
the three "golden rules" of gun
safety.Always point the gun in a safe
direction. Always keep your finger off
the trigger until ready to fire. And
always treat a firearm as if it were
loaded.These are valuable basics for an
industry set on edge by the "Rust"
tragedy, said Ryan Taylor, an assistant
director."A lot of the crew members in
general are just a bit more nervous," he
said, at the workshop.Crew members
often now want to inspect props
themselves, and want any rounds

way that negatively affects her well-

being, the judge noted.he court also
learnt that Bala knew the survivor was
on the run from the police and was
dependent on him for income and
shelter.Bala faces other pending
charges, along with 22 more charges
related to five other victims, mainly for
sex offences.According to news
agency PTI, Bala is accused of raping
and molesting a victim identified in
court documents as B1, raping and
sexually assaulting a victim identified
as B5 and raping, molesting and
threatening another victim identified
as B6.

about firearms in wake of 'Rust' tragedy

contained within prop guns to have
been "fully shown" before use, said
Taylor.While the "Rust" tragedy
prompted some calls for banning
firearms from sets altogether,
Hollywood has generally preferred less
radical measures.Industry guidelines
on firearm use were revised last winter
for the first time in 20 years. Among
other changes, they now specify that
only an armorer can hand a weapon to
an actor.On "Rust," prosecutors said
Baldwin was handed the gun by the
film's first assistant director, who later
pled guilty to negligent use of a deadly
weapon.California will also require
productions seeking state tax credits to
hire a security advisor. The trial
measure will be applied from next year,
through 2030.Overcorrection'

Nonetheless, some productions have
decided to give up on real firearms
altogether."Walker," a recent reboot of
popular 1990s TV series "Walker,
Texas Ranger," and cop show "The
Rookie" both used only "compressed
air" guns or rubber weapons.

taking medication for Parkinson's? No," White
House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told a
briefing.Biden is battling criticism from some
Democrats that he lacks the mental acuity to stand
as their nominee against Trump in the Nov. 5
presidential election.

A Reuters review of White House visitor logs
showed that Dr Kevin Cannard, a neurologist and
movement disorders specialist from Walter Reed
National Military Medical Centre, visited the
White House eight times from August through

March. Cannard has co-authored research on
treatment for early Parkinson's disease at
Vanderbilt University Medical Centre.

Cannard met with White House physician Dr Kevin
O’Connor at the White House in mid-January, the
logs showed. Cannard's visits to the White House
were first reported by The New York Post on July
6.0ne former White House official, who worked
for Biden when he was vice president under
President Barack Obama and as president, was
treated by the same doctor for migraines in 2016,
the former official told Reuters. The doctor came
to the White House once a month then as part of
his rotation, the individual said.Jean-Pierre
refused to confirm or elaborate on Cannard's
visits. At the media briefing, she was frequently
challenged by reporters and said she wanted to
respect the privacy of all involved for security
reasons.She said Biden had seen a neurologist
three times connected to his annual physical exam.
She did not explain Cannard's presence at the
White House but suggested it might be connected
to treating some of the military personnel who
work at the White House complex.

Russian attack in Ukraine kills 41, missiles
hit Kyiv's main children’s hospital

Russian attacks have killed
thousands of civilians in
Ukarigine since it launched its
invasion in February 2022,
though Moscow has repeatedly
denied targeting civilians and
civilian infrastructure.

Kyiv, Russia blasted the main children's
hospital in Kyiv with a missile in broad
daylight on Monday and rained missiles
down on other cities across Ukraine,
killing at least 41 civilians in the deadliest
wave of air strikes for months.Parents
holding babies walked in the street
outside the hospital, dazed and sobbing
after the rare daylight aerial attack.
Windows had been smashed and panels
ripped off, and hundreds of Kyiv
residents were helping to clear debris."It
was scary. [ couldn't breathe, [ was trying
to cover (my baby). I was trying to cover
him with this cloth so that he could
breathe," Svitlana Kravchenko, 33, told
Reuters.President Volodymyr Zelenskiy,

who stopped in Poland before
heading off to Washington for a
NATO summit, put the death toll at
37, including three children. More

than 170 were injured.But tallies |

of casualties from the sites of
attacks in different regions totalled
at least 41 Writing on the Telegram
messaging app, Zelenskiy said

more than 100 buildings had been

damaged, including the children's
hospital and a maternity centre in

Kyiv, children's nurseries and a £

business centre and homes."The

Dnipropetrovsk region and 68 were
wounded, regional officials said.
Three people were killed in the
eastern town of Pokrovsk where
missiles hit an industrial facility, the
governor said.Zelenskiy,
addressing a news conference in
Warsaw alongside Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk, called on
Kyiv's Western allies to give a firm
response to the attack.

"We will retaliate against these people,
we will deliver a powerful response

Russian terrorists must answer for
this," he wrote. "Being concerned does
not stop terror. Condolences are not a
weapon."The Interior Ministry said there
had also been damage in the central cities
of Kryvyi Rih and Dnipro and two eastern
cities.The governmentproclaimed a day
of mourning on Tuesday for one of the
worst air attacks of the war, which it said
demonstrated that Ukraine urgently
needed an upgrade of its air defences
from its Western allies.Air defences shot
down 30 of 38 missiles, the air force said.
An online video obtained by Reuters
showed a missile falling towards the
children's hospital followed by a large
explosion. The location of the video was

verified from visible landmarks.The
Security Service of Ukraine identified the

missile as an Kh-101 cruise
missile.Kyiv's military authorities said 27
people had died in the capital, including
three children, and 82 were wounded in

from our side to Russia, for sure.
The question to our partners is: can
they respond?" Zelenskiy saidThe attack
came a day before leaders of NATO
countries were due to begin a three-day
summit, with the war in Ukraine one of
the focuses.

the main missile volley and a strike that U.S. President Joe Biden said that

came two hours later.
DAMAGEACROSS THE CAPITAL
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said the attack

was one of the largest of the war, causing

Moscow's deadly missile strikes in
Ukraine, including on the children's
hospital in Kyiv, were "a horrific
reminder of Russia's brutality".

damage in seven city districts. The Health Inastatement released by the White House,

Minister said five units of the children's
hospital were damaged and children were
evacuated to other facilities.

Eleven were confirmed dead in the

Biden added that Washington and its
NATO allies would be announcing new
measures to strengthen Ukraine's air
defences.
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King Charles hosts West Indies
team at Buckingham Palace
before Lord's Test

New Delhi. King Charles hosted the West
Indies cricket team at the Royal
Buckingham Palace ahead of the 1st Test
match, which would be played at the Lord's
Cricket Ground. The Monarch interacted
with the team and also learnt a new way to
fist bump. King Charles III took the
opportunity to interact with every player
individually. The royal meeting came ahead
in the lead up to the Test series between
England and West Indies, which will begin
on July 10th. During the light-hearted
interaction, a player taught the King a five-
step handshake which included a high-five
and putting a right hand on the chest. The
King joked and said, "That really is
complicated."

The match comes in the wake of deadly
Hurricane Beryl which has spread
devastation across Jamaica, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines and Barbados. Even the
World Champions team India were stuck in
Barbados for three days after their World
Cup triumph. The BCCI had sent a
chartered flight to evacuate team India and
also the journalists. As per the Buckingham
Palace, Charles expressed his "care and
concerns" for the residents of the islands
affected by the hurricane.

Britain's King enquires about hurricane Beryl

West Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite
expressed his gratitude to the King for
welcoming the team to Buckingham Palace.
He also joked, "Also, I wish your horses all
the best, I've been following them."

Britain's King enquires about hurricane Beryl

West Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite
expressed his gratitude to the King for
welcoming the team to Buckingham Palace.
He also joked, "Also, I wish your horses all
the best, I've been following them."

'Big shock”: Unmukt Chand
reveals how he dealt with T20
World Cup snub in USA

New Delhi Unmukt Chand recalled a
harrowing experience of missing out on a
place in USA's T20 World Cup 2024 squad,
saying it was a tough pill to swallow for him.
The 31-year-old, who moved to the USA
with a single-minded goal of playing
international cricket at the highest level, was
left heartbroken. Unmukt was not picked for
the marquee tournament, which was co-
hosted by the USA and the West Indies in
June despite his consistent performances in
T20 leagues and Minor League Cricket
(MiLC).

Unmukt Chand's journey began with great
promise when he led India to victory in the
2012 U19 World Cup. He was touted as the
next big thing in Indian cricket, but the
potential failed to transform into results.
Despite stint with IPL teams, Unmukt was
not getting anywhere close to the senior
national Indian team. Unmukt decided to
retire from Indian cricket and moved to the
United States in 2021 to pursue
opportunities.Despite becoming eligible to
represent the USA team in March, Unmukt
was overlooked for the T20 World Cup. His
teammates Milind Kumar and Harmeet
Singh made the cut, but Unmukt was
ignored.That wasn't an ideal situation to be
in. Because personally for me, this was what
I had dreamed for the last three years.
Obviously, it was a big shock. And it took me
time to sort of come to terms with it. It's
never easy as a player, having lost all those
things back home in India, to have this one
goal, which had kept me going for the last
three years not happening," Unmukt said, as
quoted by Cricbuzz, during the ongoing
Major League Cricket second season.

Leander Paes set to showcase
Grand Slam trophies in Tennis
Hall of Fame

New Delhi Leander Paes, a tennis legend, will
showcase four of his treasured trophies as he
will become one of the first Indian players to
be inducted into the prestigious International
Tennis Hall of Fame later this month. The 18-
time Grand Slam champion made the
announcement at a special Wimbledon-
themed event at the Taj Hotel on Saturday.
Alongside Paes, Vijay Amritraj, another
Indian tennis great, will be inducted in the
Class of 2024. Vijay Amritraj will showcase
his Padma Shri which he received in 1983.

"I'am going to be showcasing four Grand Slam
winning trophies - Australian Open, French
Open, Wimbledon and US Open, four
runners-up trophies because my father never
lets me forget that I've lost 16 finals, and
because it means so much to me, I am also
sharing my Olympic medal (bronze in 1996)
with the Hall of Fame," Paes said.

"Along with that there will be a tennis racquet
from Wimbledon, a towel from my 2016
French Open win with Martina Hingis, my
Davis Cup blazer and my Olympic tracksuit
from 1996."The 51-year-old, who is a Padma
Bhushan awardee, was informed about the
induction a few months ago. This
recognition is a testament to his remarkable
contributions to the sport throughout his
illustrious career."It is not easy to be
inducted, there are only 274 people in the
history of the sport in the International
Tennis Hall of Fame. It is magical and
Leander Paes is one of those icons," Dan
Faber, CEO of the International Tennis Hall
of Fame said."Wimbledon is a tradition that
brings us together, fills us with excitement
and showcases the best of human grit and
determination.

Euro 2024: Spain's Marc Cucurella plays down
Puyol comparisons, ready for Mbappe test

«Euro 2024: Ahead of the
much-anticipated semifinal
hetween Spain and France,
Marc Cucurella opened up
about his breakthrough
performances in the
tournament, comparisons
to Carles Puyol and facing
Kylian Mbappe.

New Delhi. Spain's full-back Marc Cucurella
is enjoying the attention at Euro 2024 after
having made a mark with his performances.
The Chelsea star has been a surprise success
for the La Roja who are all set to face France
in the first semi-final of Euro at the Munich
Football Arena in Munich.Spain have been
solid at the back and penetrative going

forward, having won all their five
matches so far. Spain's wingers
Lamine Yamal and Nico Williams
have been on top of their games and
Cucurella has complimented the
wingers, forging a fine equation with
Williams. The full-back's ability to
transition from defence into attack
has caught the attention of the
pundits.

His hairstyle reminds fans of the
legendary Carles Puyol. Much like
the Barcelona great, Cucurella also
has shown the hunger to be in
hotspots at all times. The 25-year-old
has learned an important trait from
the legend.Carles is a legend and
something we have in common is
always giving everything for the
team. He knew his strengths and
weaknesses very well, and the team
was always most important for him.
That's one of my characteristics too. I'm glad
this comparison is made - he was a great
player who made history. Hopefully, I end
up having had a similar career," Cucurella
told UEFA ahead of the semi-final against
France.

Euro 2024 Semifinals: Prediction

avi

Cucurella has been singing a redemption song

at the Euros. The Spaniard did not have the
best of times at Chelsea after having arrived
at Stamford Bridge two years ago on a 62
million pound transfer from Brighton. His
first season was forgettable and injury struck
early in the second. However, Cucurella
earned the attention of Luis de la Fuente with

Rahul Dravid receives guard of honour
from children af Bengaluru academy

New Delhi. Rahul Dravid received a hero's

welcome and a guard of honour from
young cricketers at a local cricketing
academy in Bengaluru. The honour came
as he made his entry as a World Cup
winning coach. The young budding talents
and the coaching staff at the cricket
academy paid tribute to the former India
coach Dravid. The students raised their
bats and the coaching staff of the academy
gave a rousing applause to Dravid. The
World Cup winning coach happily shook
hands with everyone and looked all smiles
on receiving a warm reception. Dravid's
guidance and relentless zeal was crucial in
India lifting the T20 World Cup
2024.Rahul Dravid made his international
debut in 1996 and played for India till
2012, but winning a World Cup was a
dream for him. He fulfilled that dream as a
coach, which was also his last dance at the
helm of affairs for the Indian team. After
the heartbreak of the 2007 World Cup as
captain and the 2023 World Cup as a

coach, Dravid had a happy ending with a
World Cup title under his name.aDravid
has stepped down from coaching duties
for India and will look to shape the future
talents. In a video posted by the
Bengaluru's local cricket academy,
Dravid expressed his happiness to be back
at the ground and nurture the budding
talents who will be eager to make a name
for themselves in the Indian cricket
arena.The way Dravid celebrated in an

animated fashion depicted what
the victory meant to him. From
lifting the World Cup trophy
with immense passion to
waving at the crowd during
India's victory parade, Dravid
was at his animated best.

Even the World Cup winning
captain Rohit Sharma paid
tribute to Dravid while
addressing the post-match press
conference and said that the
outgoing coach deserved the

silverware more than anyone else."Rahul
Dravid, more than anyone of us, deserved
the World Cup trophy. What he has done
for Indian cricket for the past 20-25
years... I think this was the only thing that
was left in his cabinet. Very happy from all
of us, on behalf of the entire team, that we
could do this for him. You saw how proud
he was and how excited he was," Rohit
said during the post-match press
conference after India's win.

When James Anderson's reaction to retirement
chat surprised Stokes and McCullum

London Outgoing England fast bowler James
Anderson revealed England team
management's call over his future in Test
cricket did not come as a surprise. The 41-
year-old added that he knew what was
coming when captain Ben Stokes, head
coach Brendon McCullum, and Director of
Cricket Rob Key invited him to a hotel to
discuss his future before the start of the
English summer.Anderson announced that
the first Test between England and the West
Indies at Lord's would be his last Test as a
professional cricketer. It will be an
emotional farewell for the legendary pacer
when the two teams meet in the series opener
in London from Wednesday, July 10.
However, Anderson seems to have come to
terms with the decision about his Test career.

"I wouldn't say it was a surprise,” James
Anderson said, recalling the meeting he had

with the leadership group of the England
Test team.When the three big dogs invited
me to a hotel in Manchester for a chat I didn't
think it was just a normal appraisal. I had a
suspicion that that was going to be the case.l
think they were surprised at how calm I was
when I reacted. I was probably surprised at
my reaction. I wasn't overly emotional or
angry. 1 saw their point of view and
appreciated them taking the time to lay it out
for me," he added.'Focus is not to cry"
Anderson's emotional statemenAnderson's
long-time bowling partner Stuart Broad
retired from international cricket at 37 after
the Ashes series against Australia last year. It
was widely expected that Anderson would
follow suit, but the pacer extended his career
and played a 5-Test series against India in
India earlier this year. Anderson played four
out of the five Tests and picked up 10

wickets while keeping the Indian batters
quiet in their series defeat.

Ahead of the start of the 2-match Test series

against the West Indies, Anderson
confirmed he would retire at the end of the
first Test. Anderson will work as the mentor
of the English bowling group during the
summer.Anderson warmed up to his Test
swansong with a sensational show of fast
bowling in a County Championship match
for Lancashire against Nottinghamshire in
Southport. Anderson picked 8 wickets,
including a seven-wicket haul in the first
innings.Aderson will end his Test career
with 700-plus wickets after having become
the first fast bowler to go past the 700 mark.
The veteran pacer will finish his career with
188 Tests, the second most in the history of
the sport after Sachin Tendulkar's tally of
200 Tests.

strong showing both on the left
and as an inverted fullback.
Cucurella has certainly repaid the
coach's faith and his next big test
will be against the attacking
surges down the flanks from the
French trio of Kylian Mbappé,
Ousmane Dembélé or Bradley
Barcola.Cucurella faced Mbappe
when Spain met France in a U19
clash in 2016. There will be
added pressure on Spain as right-
back Dani Carvajal will be
unavailable for the semi-final
due to suspension."It's a real
coincidence that we've not faced
each other for eight years, but
now we have to. He's one of those
players who might not seem
involved in a move but ends up
making the difference. It will be
difficult, but we are a strong,
solid team. If we work together, we can
defeat France," he said.Spain have been
more fluent so far in Euro 2024, but they
come up against France, who have been
solid at the back. While they have not been
as flamboyant as before, expect Kylian
Mbappe's side to deliver when it matters the
most.

Viswanathan Anand welcomes
Ashwin to world of chess in
'Rajinikanth' style

New Delhi. Legendary Viswanathan Anand

welcomed India cricketer R Ashwin to the
world of chess after the off-spinner was
unveiled as the co-owner of a new franchise
in Global Chess League. After having
featured in multiple roles across the 22
yards, the celebrated cricketer will now don
the role of a co-owner of American Gambits,
one of the six teams in the league, which is a
joint venture between the world chess body
(FIDE) and Tech Mahindra.The second
edition of the Global Chess League,
featuring some of the top Grandmasters, will
be held in London from October 3 to 12 and
R Ashwin will be a proud co-owner of one of
the franchises. Notably, the GCL is the first
and world's largest franchise-based team
chess tournament.As someone who has
bowled out the best in cricket, I'm sure you'll
bring the same competitive spirit to the
Global Chess League with the American
Gambits. May your rooks and bishops be as
unstoppable as your off-spinners!"”
Viswanathan Anand said in a post on
X.Anand spoke a language that Ashwin
loves-- a Rajinikanth song to wish him the
best for the new venture in the world of
chess. The chess legend quoted a few lines
from 'Vetri Kodi Kattu' a motivational
number by AR Rahman for Rajinikanth's
blockbuster film 'Padaiyappa’, leaving
Ashwin thrilled.Anand spoke a language
that Ashwin loves-- a Rajinikanth song to
wish him the best for the new venture in the
world of chess. The chess legend quoted a
few lines from 'Vetri Kodi Kattu' a
motivational number by AR Rahman for
Rajinikanth's blockbuster film 'Padaiyappa’,
leaving Ashwin thrilled. GLOBAL CHESS
LEAGUE SEASON 2: FORMAT
EXPLAINED

In the tournament, each team will play a total

of 10 matches in a double round-robin
format, with the winner of each match being
decided in a best-of-six board scoring
system. Each team will play ten matches
across black and white pieces.The teams
will play five matches, with all six players in
each team initially playing with the white or
black pieces against their opponents.

Novak Djokovic tears into 'disrespectful

Wimbledon 2024: Novak Djokovic was
ruthless on and off the court on Monday
in London. The 24-time Grand Slam
champion accused a section of fans of
disrespecting him and lashed out at
them after his fourth-round win over

Holger Rune.

London. Novak Djokovic did not hold back
his emotions after clinching his place in a
record-extending 60th Grand Slam quarter-
final. After outclassing 21-year-old Holger
Rune in the fourth round of Wimbledon
2024, Djokovic played violin for his
daughter Tara before he launched a
sensational rant against 'disrespectful fans' in
the Center Court on Monday, July 08.
Djokovic was ruthless both on and off the
court as he marched onwards in
London.Novak Djokovic was not one bit
happy with the majority of the crowd and he
went on to accuse them of disrespecting him.
When pointed out by the on-court presenter

that they might have cheered for Rune,
the Serb did not buy into the narrative. In
an explosive reaction, Djokovic said he
has played in 'more hostile'
environments and that the London
crowd is unlikely to affect himThere
were chants of 'Ruuunnnee’ whenever
Holger Rune managed to trouble Novak
Djokovic in their one-sided fourth-
round match. Djokovic did not give the
crowd a lot of moments to cheer for the
Dane as he wrapped up the game in
straight sets -- 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 in a little
over 2 hours. Thousands stayed back on
a rainy evening in London to watch the
fourth-round match, and they left home with
memories of a dominant Djokovic on the
court and an angry one off it."To all those
people that have chosen to disrespect the
player, in this case me, have a goooooood
night! Goooooood night! Goooooood
night!" Djokovic said.Nick Kyrgios, who is
part of the commentary panel in London,
joined in the fun, sharing a post on X with
Djokovic's viral wish for fans.

YOU GUYS CAN'T TOUCH
DJOKOVICTO FANS

Djokovic did not calm down even after the

ME:

fans, says 'You can't touch me’

presenter intervened and told him he may
have mistaken 'Rune' chants for booing.

"I don't accept that, no, no, no. I know there
they were cheering for Rune but that's an
excuse to also boo. Listen, I've been on the
tour for more than 20 years. So trust me, I
know all the tricks. I know how it works. It's
fine. It's fine," Djokovic said.

"I focus on respectful people that have respect
that paid the ticket to come and watch tonight
and love tennis and appreciate the players
and the effort they put in. I have played in
much more hostile environments. Trust me,
you guys, you guys can't touch me,"

7 Djokovic said.The Serb was, as usual,
fired up when he thought the majority
of the crowd was against him.
Djokovic brushed aside concerns
about his knee as he made a statement
of intent with a one-sided win in a
match that was expected to be tested.

Djokovic will next face ninth seed Alex
de Minaur in what will be his 15th
quarter-final in Wimbledon. Djokovic
later went on to explain his on-court
outburst, saying he is okay with such
reactions from fans and it is what
makes the sport a roller-coaster
ride."In those particular moments,
when the crowd paid their ticket, they have
the right to be there and cheer the way they
want to cheer. That’s you know, how they
choose to behave or support the player is
really up to them.

"Yes, you could argue that maybe a chair
umpire or whoever could step in during
certain moments and calm them down. But
there’s not much you can do. You’re not
gonna take out the section of the whole
stadium out because they’re behaving or
showing disrespect. It’s just the way it is. It’s
part ofthe sport," he added.
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Buys BMW X7 Worth Rs 1.7
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well as a few Kannada and Tamil films. Lately, Navya’s personal life

has become a topic of discussion. Fans noticed that her husband,
Santosh Menon has not been seen with her recently. He is absent from her
social media posts and events.Recently, Navya shared a video of herself
buying a new BMW X7 worth Rs 1.7 crore. In the video, Navya is
accompanied by her son and father, but her husband is notably absent.

This has sparked questions in the comments section. Navya mentioned that she is

concerned because her husband couldn’t accompany her due to a stomach ache.
Fans are questioning the absence of her husband, asking if there are any issues.

Navya Nair is an Indian actress, primarily seen in Malayalam cinema, as
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Some are wondering if Navya is now a single mother or if a separation has been . / “,' - v a . ’/ »
publicly announced.Navya Nair began her film career in 2001 with Ishtam 3 'y' »% ) W
opposite Dileep, directed by Sibi Malayil. The film was a commercial success ) B M i) / §
due to its humour and fresh subject matter. Critics describe her as the surprise of ¥ e N\ vy ;’: y >
the film. She then starred in Mazhathullikkilukkam (2002) opposite Dileep, a ﬂ Y A N V : A" t
commercially successful film. She then starred in Kunjikoonan (2002), whichwas & = 3 i L b5 0y R ‘ b
also a box-office hit. Y.\ AN A 3 } & Re, ¥ ANV
Her next release was the 2002 Malayalam film Nandanam, directed by Ranjith an A QY 10, o W
starring Prithviraj Sukumaran. Her portrayal of Balamani, an orphan who works a { ! ,4 D LT
amaid and is an ardent admirer of Lord Guruvayurappan, was critically acclaimed 1 * & & ‘&‘ o 5y Al
and she received several accolades for her role, notably her first Kerala State Fil * 17 ) . N 2 " 4 N s
Award for Best Actress. ¥ }/ < >,,f_= ; > 2 .}
She soon became a household name. Over the years, she has become best known for ! £ y PN :’\ & -
her role as Balamani. Her other releases of the year were Kalyanaraman, opposite  « .~ §HEA T AN e 3 \ 4 ¥ £\
Dileep and Kunchacko Boban, which was a commercial success, and Chathurangam .~ [X EAnd N (P ,f a5

with Mohanlal, which was a box office failure.
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Bipasha Basu
Congratulates New Parents
Alanna Panday, lvor McCray

ﬁ nanya Panday’s cousin, social media influencer Alanna Panday, has welcomed her first child, a baby boy, with husband

s
{

n}'

Ivor McCray. The couple shared the joyful news on their Instagram handles, further revealing the baby’s face to their

followers. “Our little angel is here,” they wrote. While the entire Panday family is cheering on the little one’s arrival,
many others, including celebrities like Bipasha Basu and Jibraan Khan, also congratulated the proud parents. The actress
reshared Alanna’s video on her Instagram Stories and wrote, “Congratulations to our doll @alannapanday & @ivor. And to
the entire Pandey fam.”Bipasha also commented on the original post and wrote, “Congratulations sweetheart.”In the video,
Ivor can be seen entering the scene, sitting on the bed, and calling out to Alanna. She soon appears with their baby in her arms.
The couple share gazes and a sweet kiss before the adorable

video ends. Both the parents are dressed in matching blue ™
outfits, while the newborn is also dressed in blue.Many o '
reacted to the video with heartwarming reactions. Filmmaker v
Anurag Kashyap’s daughter, Aaliyah Kashyap wrote, “Oh my g2
god!!!!" congratulations you guys,” while Jibraan Khan p
commented, “Ohhhhh my god!! Congratulations you '2 & 4
two.”Prior o this, the Liger star shared her cousin’s video and Ol
wrote, “My beautiful baby boy nephew is here.”For those »
unaware, Alanna Panday is the daughter of Chunky Panday’s

brother Chikki Panday, and fitness instructor Deanne Panday. S

She got married to US-based filmmaker Ivor McCray in
March 2023 in a picturesque ceremony in Mumbai. Earlier
this year, they announced Alanna’s pregnancy with dreamy
maternity pictures. “We love you so much already, we can’t
wait to meet you,” the post read.

Ever since the US-based couple has been sharing their journey
to embracing parenthood. Alanna and Ivor also held a ‘gender

reveal’ party, confirming that they were expecting a boy. hile

the entire family was eagerly waiting for the baby’s arrival, actress Ananya Panday was among the most excited ones.

A few months ago, a video of Ananya’s reaction to Alanna’s pregnancy went viral. Unable to contain her happiness, the actress
lovingly caressed her cousin’s baby bump and jokingly said, “Tjust want to take it out.”

.Gengali Deshmukh

2| i N “IJ) 1. !:»\“- # Y . i/~ - i '.\:
] NE . 4 WY Y 9 - N2 B QL
\ v w4\ 5 X v a i / g I W

NOTTO Expresses
Gratitude To
Riteish Deshmukh,

-

ollywood has a history of real-life
romances, with actors falling in love with

their co-stars on the sets of films and
eventually marrying. One such romance that
has blossomed in the tinsel town is between
Riteish Deshmukh and Genelia D’Souza. The
lovebirds are a match made in heaven. Not
many would know that the star couple took a
pledge in 2020 to donate their organs. Now, the
National Organ and Tissue Transplant
Organisation (NOTTO) shared a tweet on X
(formerly known as Twitter) expressing their
gratitude to Riteish and Genelia for this noble
act. NOTTO wrote, “Thanks to Riteish
Deshmukh & Genelia, the Bollywood star
couple for pledging to donate their organs
during the ongoing organ donation month of
July. Their gesture will motivate others also to
connect with the noble cause.”

Riteish Deshmukh and Genelia D’Souza had

announced it on National Doctor’s Day in 2020.
National Doctor’s Day is celebrated in honour
of'the birth and death anniversary of the second
Chief minister of West Bengal and the great
physician, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. It is
marked on July 1.Sharing the video on
Instagram, the couple can be heard talking
about their pledge of donating an organ. “There
is no greater gift to someone than ‘The Gift Of
Life’. @geneliad & me have pledged to donate
our organs. We urge you all to join this great
cause and be part of ‘The Life AfterLife’,”
Riteish wrote.

On the professional front, Riteish Deshmukh is

gearing to win over his audience with the fifth
instalment of Housefull 5 alongside actor
Akshay Kumar. Directed by Tarun
Mansukhani, the film will hit the silver screens
in2025.

Nicholai Sachdev Showers Wife

Varalaxmi Sarathkumar With
Expen

ctress Varalaxmi Sarathkumar recently
got married to a Mumbai-based gallery
owner Nicholai Sachdev. The actress got
married in a private ceremony in Thailand,
followed by a star-studded wedding reception

in Chennai. The grand reception was attended

by prominent politicians and
celebrities.Reports suggest that Nicholai has
showered her wife with gifts like a diamond-
studded saree, gold sandals and diamond and
gold jewellery, but no official information
about it has been released.ecently, Varalaxmi
shared a romantic picture with her husband
from her honeymoon diaries on her Instagram
Story. The honeymoon celebration photo is
gaining attention on the internet. In the photo,
she is seen holding her husband tight. The
picture was taken in the resort and the
newlyweds appeared to be enjoying
themselves. The honeymoon location of the
newly married couple is unknown. Sharing the
photo, she wrote, “Calm after the storm.”

Varalaxmi recently shared a video of when she

was in Delhi to meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and invite him to her wedding with
Nicholai. Taking to Instagram, she wrote,
“Delhi in a day...What a privilege it was to
meet our Honourable Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji, He Spent so much time
with us despite his very busy schedule...we
had the honour of inviting him to our
wedding..thank you, sir, for being so warm and
welcoming.” The daughter of veteran actor
Sarathkumar also thanked his father, stating,
“Thank you daddy @r sarath kumar for
making this happen.”

The couple got engaged on March 1, and

reportedly they knew each other for 14 years.
Nicholai Sachdev first married Kavitha and is
a father of a 15-year-old daughter. Sachdev
takes care of his daughter after his separation
from his first wife. Varalaxmi Sarathkumar
will be next seen in the film Raayan, written
and directed by Dhanush.
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