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The Right is in retreat
worldwide

A far-reaching development in the US presidential
politics since the debate between Joe Biden and
Donald Trump last month has been a defensive
line of progressive support around the embattled
Democratic nominee. Firebrand Congresswomen
Ilhan Omar, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Ayanna
Pressley and Cori Bush had all been among the
harshest critics of Biden throughout his
presidency. Omar, a Muslim woman elected from
Minnesota, went so far as to accuse the President
of facilitating the massacre of Palestinians in
Gaza. She now says that Biden is “the best
President” in her lifetime. One after another, other
Congresswomen, and several more, have lined up
behind Biden, determined to keep Trump out of
the White House. A consolidation on the left is not
confined to US politics. Nor is it a one-off
occurrence on the current global scene. Such
unity among socialists and centrists in France just
before the July 7 second round of parliamentary
elections ensured that far-right candidates were
prevented from getting a legislative majority and
putting in office their representative as Prime
Minister. In the same week, across the English
Channel, right-wing Conservatives were
comprehensively given an electoral drubbing
because of careful preparation and planning by
the UK’s now left-of-centre Labour Party.
Exactly a month before Britons voted out their
party of the Right, the BJP, viewed globally as a
nationalist and right-leaning party, lost its
standalone majority in the Lok Sabha.

Across Europe, far-right parties made big gains
when results of the European Parliament
elections were declared on June 9. But this masks
successful efforts by progressives in smaller
European states to claw back to command in their
national legislatures after several years of steady
gains by conservative, Islamophobic and anti-
immigrant political blocs. It also put the European
Left on notice. The European Parliament is a
paper tiger. What is notable and consequential is
that worldwide, the Right is in retreat. The Left
has realised that unless it unites as in France —
and subsequently in the US — it will lose political
power to conservatives, perhaps forever, as the
experience of the US Supreme Court has recently
demonstrated. Supreme Court judges in the US
are appointed for life. That means the relatively
young, majority of the judges appointed by
Trump during his presidency, have captured
America’s highest court as a branch of
government for at least a generation. The
firebrand Congresswomen — collectively known
as the ‘Squad’— are rallying around Biden in the
wake of his post-debate setbacks to prevent such
an eventuality in other branches of the US
government and in the Fourth Estate. Biden’s
long-time nemesis, ‘democratic socialist’ Senator
Bernie Sanders from Vermont, who is a year older
than Biden, has made common cause with the
youngsters who make up the ‘Squad’. Sanders
was a presidential aspirant in 2020; he suspended
his campaign only in April of that presidential
election cycle. Two years after Trump’s defeat to
Biden — a defeat which Trump never conceded,
alleging election fraud — a major country in the
Western hemisphere set the ball rolling towards
vanquishing political forces on the Right.
Socialist Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva’s victory in
Brazil’s presidential election in October 2022 was
welcomed worldwide. Lula was hailed as the
saviour of Brazil after he defeated extreme right-
wing President Jair Bolsonaro, who had been
insensitive to the high death toll during the Covid-
19 pandemic. Bolsonaro also presided over
extensive destruction of the Amazon rainforest
during his four-year rule, sparking global
concerns of a climate disaster.Like Trump,
Bolsonaro never conceded defeat. That appears to
be the tactic of the new Right in many countries.
Unless they win, they do not accept the election
results. Such history may repeat itself in the US if
Trump loses the election in November. Along
with Brazil, Chile and Colombia have seen what
is collectively described in Latin America as a

There are many other factors leading to an

How well-equipped are we to deal with this?

of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi are among
the wide range of political leaders
worldwide who have strongly condemned
the assassination attempt on former US
President Donald Trump. It’s sick, there is
no place for this kind of violence, President
Joe Biden reacted. Trump’s opponents have &
been quick to denounce the attack, calling
for national unity. The shooting incident at
an election rally takes the already
tumultuous 2024 US presidential campaign
into an even darker direction. It was a close
shave for the Republican contender, who
was shot in his right ear while he was on
stage. Trump holding his fist up high in the
immediate aftermath of the shooting could
become the defining image of his campaign.

Rely on evidence to tackle opioid dependence in Punjab

Psychoeducation about the risk of overdose after quitting and where the patient should be taken must be made available.

THE recent spate of drug overdose deaths has been

flagged as alarming. And alarming, indeed, is each
death. Each life is precious. I recall being visited by
a devastated couple seeking treatment for grief after
losing their 20-year-old son to a drug overdose. He
had been under treatment and had recently quit
heroin. Unfortunately, he possibly took the same
dose that he used to take prior to the treatment,
which turned out to be inordinately high, killing
him.The scourge of opioid dependence is gnawing
away at families. Its tentacles are enveloping entire
communities in its financial burden and health
consequences (ie HIV, Hepatitis B and C, etc).
People who use opioids and other substances
often develop tolerance to them, meaning
that they need higher doses of the same
substance to get the effect they used to
before. As a result, when they stay off the
substance for a period of time after
undergoing treatment, their tolerance to it
decreases. And if they resume the same dose,
they may suffer an overdose.

overdose death. Some people may mix one
substance with another or use a low-potency
substance and then get a higher-potency
opioid, which ma prove fatal.

Punjab, Haryana and Delhi have a high
substance dependence problem. The 2015
Punjab Opioid Dependence Survey (PODS)
found over (average estimate) 2.32 lakh
opioid dependents in the state, ie four out of 100 men
in the age group of 18-35 years. Fifty-three per cent
of them used heroin, while 33 per cent took
intravenous opioids.The Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment, Government of India, got the
‘National Survey on Extent and Pattern of
Substance Use in India’ conducted through the
National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre,
AIIMS; it was published in 2019. It found that after
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab had the highest number of
opioid dependents. In terms of the percentage of
population affected, the worst-hit states are those in
the Northeast (Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and Manipur), along with Punjab,
Haryana and Delhi.

Even though the Punjab Government has set up five

model government-run de-addiction centres and

208 Outpatient Opioid Assisted Treatment Centres,
and there are around 100 private addiction centres,
there remain many flaws and loopholes. For
instance, even though the state government is
supposed to provide a licence on an online
application for a de-addiction centre run by a
psychiatrist, it does not do so. Therefore, a few have
amonopoly over the current running of de-addiction
centres. This means that patients do not get quality
treatment nearby — a local psychiatrist is more
likely to provide psychoeducation regarding an
illness, medication, duration of treatment, etc, to a
patient and his family members than an out-of-state

psychiatrist, who is probably seeing 150 to 250
patients every day and is there for a tenure of one to
two years only.Secondly, even though standard
operating procedures have been worked out, OPD-
based de-addiction centres have still not been given
licences. If a psychiatrist running an OPD addiction
centre is given a licence, he or she can reduce the
patient load on other centres, which leads to better
quality services.Managing any illness requires
primary (for example, spreading awareness through
the media) and secondary prevention (an early
identification and access to treatment facilities). In
Punjab, as in many other states, stigma is still
associated with the use of substitute medicines
(methadone and buprenorphine), of which the
buprenorphine-naloxone combination is mainly
available as treatment. This combination is used
across the world and is on the WHO list of essential

Attack on Trump

Politics of hate and violence unacceptable

drugs. Many studies have shown that its regular use
reduces relapses, thus bringing down the number of
overdose deaths.Indispensable items, such as kits
containing naloxone and flumazenil, should be
made available in all district and civil hospitals and
at the tehsil level. Flow charts of identification and
treatment of suspected overdose can be arranged at
all government and private hospitals.

Psychoeducation about the risk of overdose after

quitting and where the patient should be taken must
be available. We have still not been able to convince
the public about the treatment value of
buprenorphine-naloxone combination, which is
used worldwide. Often in India, low doses
are used. As aresult, many patients relapse,
often putting them at risk of an overdose. If
a person receives adequate medication, he
or she is less likely to relapse.In many
countries, doctors are reluctant to reduce
substitute medicine once a patient is stable
on the medicine. However, in India, due to
political pressure and a lack of awareness,
doctors are compelled by ill-informed
families and the government to reduce the
medicine, thereby leading to frequent
relapses. Training doctors to understand
that opioid dependence is a chronic
relapsing disorder is essential. The POD
survey recommended measures such as
providing both short-term (detoxification)
and long-term treatment (such as the
Opioid Substitution Therapy).

Another recommendation was to provide treatment in

both outpatient and inpatient settings.
Consequently, it would be imperative to shift the
focus from de-addiction centres (providing
inpatient services) and to expand the basket of
services by establishing drug dependence treatment
clinics that provide long-term outpatient treatment.
It also suggested a spirit of helping the affected
people as opposed to punishing those who are guilty
of using drugs.We have come a long way in the
treatment of opioid dependence. Yet, the battle
ahead is fraught with challenges. Evidence-based
measures and spreading awareness about treatment
among the community are the key. But it will
happen only when the administration understands
the nature of opioid dependence and puts in place
measures used worldwide.

The Democratic Party is in disarray over the
President’s disastrous debate performance
and a series of gaffes. His refusal to make
way for a younger candidate has led to
dissension and ridicule. Going forward, a
re-election bid based entirely on
demonising Trump over his track record in
public office and conduct in private life is
suddenly fraught with risks. For, he has just
survived an assassination attempt. Public
sympathy cannot be discounted.Brazilian
President Lula da Silva, no admirer of
Trump, has said the attack must be
vehemently repudiated by all defenders of
democracy and dialogue in politics. So it
should be. Will it result in toned-down
Trump and Biden campaigns, minus the
vocabulary of hate and violence? Unlikely.

messaging and tenor of his bid to return as President is
imminent.
The violence complicates the Biden camp’s calculations.

It fits well with how he would like to be seen —
exemplifying fortitude and courage. A shift in the

‘pink wave’. Both countries elected leftist
presidents around the same time as Lula in Brazil.
In Chile and Colombia.

That’s the disturbing reality of the self-anointed custodian
of democracy.

India must insist on tech & rupee trade for all FTAs

In an FTA between one nation’s market of 65 million people and the other’s 1.4 billion, the latter’s currency cannot be ignored.

THE world knows that India’s mega market
notwithstanding, pockets of abject poverty remain.
No government in India, irrespective of its political
ideology, can, therefore, ignore this reality and must
continue efforts towards making the economy more
equitable.A slew of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
between developed countries and India are on offer.
Hence, our policymakers must insist on two
preconditions for any FTA. First, the transfer of
critical state-of-the-art technology to India, and
second, the acceptance of the Indian rupee as legal
tender/currency of transaction between the parties
involved in the FTA, thereby reducing the chronic
pressure on the Indian currency and endless ‘de-
valuation’ thereof.Indeed, the suggested measures
are easier said than done as no country, neighbour or
superpower, however friendly, will ever give India
the latest technology in critical sectors like defence.
That’s understandable. Whether it’s the so-called
globalisation or ‘decaying globalisation’, the
transactional world believes neither in charity nor
piety. Globalisation has turned into a nightmarish
world of sanctions to punish, create bottlenecks and
impose reckless prohibitions on anyone who is
perceived as a threat to or an enemy of the West.

Hence, let India get real and ready to play ball and
make the pre-condition to any developed industrial
nation or organisation interested in having an FTA
with New Delhi to first give specify the required
technology before signing on any mutual agreement
for access to a market of 1.4 billion people. For
example, if any proposal comes from the British,
combat aircraft power-plant technology must be
insisted upon. If it’s an EU-India FTA, both fighter
and transport aircraft engines should be the
prerequisites for inclusion in the protocol agenda or
the list of items proposed.
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Enough is enough. It is time to address and curb the
import mania of some Indians who tend to act as
middlemen to get fat commissions in the name of
cheap goods and quote the redundant cliché that ‘the
consumer is the king” who must get the so-called
‘quality’ imported stuff at throwaway prices. India
should learn lessons from the American myopia and
the European dystopia — of transferring their prime
industrial production units (for cheap goods) to
China 40 years ago and now shrieking and croaking
like dying, headless chickens.Regarding currency,
the dominance of the dollar as reserve exchange is
both unquestionable and indisputable even today.
Nevertheless, what makes some countries
apprehensive of the dollar is its brazen weaponisation
by the Americans and their allies. Thus, there is an

e, g

increasing Western propensity to punish smaller,
weaker non-West nations with sanctions.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict has revived wide-ranging
sanctions, which have created severe turbulence in
international transactions. Consequently, the
sanctioned countries are in search of alternative
modes of payment to bypass the dollar. The
aggrieved parties and their business partners are
constantly trying to put their own currencies into the
bilateral transaction baskets.

Although the problem for India at this point is not acute
per se, difficulties are mounting — more so because
Russia has been a reliable, dependable, diplomatic
and transactional partner. Owing to the international
energy trade’s heavy dollar dependence, India faces
uncertainties from the web of US-sponsored

sanctions in the oil and gas sector, especially with
regard to Russia. There are too many West-imposed
dos and don’ts.Indeed, this is the prime reason that
any Western country, individually or collectively,
which is interested in having an FTA with India must
ensure the inclusion of a rupee transaction along with
the dollar, pound or euro. The EU is a developed,
prosperous and high-tech grouping. Imagine the
advantage of a consortium of 27 nations. Shouldn’t
there be a level playing field for the currency
transaction mechanism?During Britain’s rule of
India (mid-18th to mid-20th century), both the pound
and the rupee were interchangeable currencies for
business, education, travel and tourism. Hence, there
is no reason why a time-tested system should not be
reintroduced for bilateral transaction in an FTA
between New Delhi and London.The point is
fundamental. In an FTA between one country’s
market of 65 million people and the other’s 1.4
billion, the latter’s currency cannot be ignored or
rejected for a mutual transaction. Similarly, if the 27-
member EU’s market of 500 million and India’s
market finalise an FTA, both the euro and the rupee
must be tried out to be on a par for business and trade.

For rather too long now, the threat of sanctions and
monopoly of the Western currency have made
globalisation a classic one-way street, leading, at
times, to a state of Western monopoly, much to the
gross disadvantage and inconvenience of the Global
South.For more than five decades, the chronic
depreciation of the Indian rupee — owing to its
unacceptability born out of the volatility of Delhi’s
recurring unbridgeable trade deficit — has painted a
pathetic picture of the Indian currency in the world
market. From Rs 5 to a dollar in June 1966, itis Rs 83-
plus to a dollar today. That means, the Indian
currency has fallen by Rs 78 in 58 years.
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IREDA shares decline 5%
today. Good time to buy?

New Delhi. Shares of Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency (IREDA) Limited tanked nearly
5% during Tuesday’s intraday trading session.IREDA
shares were down 4.93% at Rs 275.50 at around 1:57
pm. The decline in its share price came after a "sell"
recommendation from the domestic brokerage Philip
Capital, which predicted a major correction.Market
experts attributed the weakness in IREDA's share price
to the "sell" rating from Philip Capital, which has
maintained its negative outlook on the PSU
stock.Despite this, IREDA has reported strong Q1 FY25
results and has seen a steady rise in its share price over
the last four sessions, leading to some expected profit-
booking.Despite the sell rating, IREDA shares have
shown considerable profit potential, delivering around a
55% return to shareholders in the past month.

This performance, along with the company's strong Q1
2024 results and a solid balance sheet, suggests a
promising outlook for investors, according to experts.

Additionally, the anticipated benefits from the PLI
Scheme in the upcoming Budget 2024 further bolster
investor confidence.Sumeet Bagadia, Executive
Director at Choice Broking, told livemint.com that
IREDA shares have held above their support level at Rs
270 despite the sell-off.“Shareholders should maintain
their positions with a strict stop loss at Rs 270, targeting
Rs 300 and Rs 330 in the near term,”” he added.He added
that new investors can consider buying the stock at
lower levels with a stop loss at Rs 270, aiming for short-
to-medium term targets of Rs 300, Rs 330 and Rs 350.

Booze At Your Doorstep?
Online Delivery Of Alcohol
Through Zomato, Swiggy
Soon, Says Report

New Delhi Several Indian states, including Karnataka,
Haryana, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Goa, Kerala and Delhi,
are reportedly considering pilot projects to allow home
delivery of alcohol through online platforms like
Swiggy, BigBasket, Zomato, and Blinkit.

According to a report by ET, the initial phase will likely
focus on low-alcohol beverages such as beer, wine, and
liqueurs.uthorities are evaluating the pros and cons of
the move, executives stated according to the outlet.
Currently, home delivery of alcohol is permitted in
Odisha and West Bengal.

Home Delivery of Alcohol

States considering: Several Indian states including New
Delhi, Karnataka, Haryana, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Goa,
and Kerala are looking into pilot programs.

Delivery Platforms: Swiggy, Zomato, Bigbasket, and
Blinkitcould be involved in these trials.

Type of Alcohol: Initially, the focus would likely be on
low-alcohol beverages like beer, wine, and liqueurs.

Current Situation: Presently, only Odisha and West
Bengal allow home delivery of alcohol.

“This is to cater to a growing expat population especially
in larger cities, changing profiles of consumers who
perceive moderate alcohol-content spirits as
recreational drinking along with meals, and women
and senior citizens who have flagged buying from
traditional liquor vends and shop-front experiences as
unpleasant,” ET quoted an executive as saying.

During the Covid-19 lockdowns, liquor deliveries were
temporarily permitted in Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, and Assam, albeit with restrictions.The
temporary approval for liquor deliveries during the
lockdown in these states was successful despite
restrictions, according to the ET report.

According to the report, retail industry executives noted
that online deliveries have resulted in a 20-30%
increase in sales in West Bengal and Odisha.

No Robot Tax, But Budget
2024 Likely to Address

Concerns of Job Losses Due
to Al

NEW DELHI. The General Budget 2024 to be
presented on July 23 is not likely to make any
provision for a robot tax. There is demand for this
from some quarters, specially from the Swadeshi
Jagran Manch, which, upon meeting Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, suggested such a tax.

Its head Ashwani Mahajan told News18, “While we
need new technologies and India is a leader in this,
we also need to find a way out to address the concerns
and help those who may lose their jobs because of
new technologies like AL”Sources in the Finance
Ministry have made it clear that such a tax which
suggests that it be imposed on those companies and
corporates who are opting for the new technologies
like Al and could lead to job losses or less hiring
should compensate, could be in the form of what is
called robot tax, is unlikely to be accepted. A source
told News18 this would needlessly spread panic, but,
the government is concerned about it.

But Budget 2024 will address three concerns — Al,
deeptech and machine learning. Machine learning is
a branch of AI which focuses on using data and
algorithms to enable Al to imitate the way humans
think and perform. Deeptech is a generic term for
technologies including Artificial Intelligence,
robotics, blockchain, biotech. Sources say that in
Budget 2024, the government will address and refer
to all these three matters and reassure people that the
government is looking at ways to ensure people don’t
lose jobs or that alternatives are found. One solution
which was mulled was corporates will be given
suggestion that they can go in for a mix where only a
specified percentage of jobs would be affected by Al

ITR filing: Will tax department extend
eadline amid e-filing glitches

July 31 d

Income tax return filing:
Taxpayers have reported
several issues, including
difficulty accessing Form
26AS/AIS/TIS due to glitches in
the portal, and discrepancies
hetween figures in TIS and AlS.

New Delhi. With the July 31 deadline for

filing income tax returns approaching,
many taxpayers are encountering
significant challenges with the e-filing
portal. This year, the prevalence of issues
with the portal has prompted an influx of
grievances on social media
platforms.Various chartered accountant
associations have also taken steps to
correspond with the tax department,
highlighting the difficulties taxpayers and

professionals face when using the e-
filing ITR portal.Taxpayers have
reported several issues, including
difficulty accessing Form
26AS/AIS/TIS due to glitches in the
portal, and discrepancies between
figures in TIS and AIS.Joint income is
also being reported in the statements of
both joint account holders, leading to
scrutiny notices despite timely
notifications from
taxpayers.Additionally, the AIS/TIS
portal offers a limited set of response
options, which may not always capture
specific situations accurately. Many
taxpayers report that updates to their
responses in TIS do not appear promptly,
causing frustration.Continuous buffering
and other technical issues are hindering
taxpayers' ability to complete form
submissions.There are instances where
pre-filled data in the ITR, such as salary,
interest income, and TDS figures, do not
match the data in Form 26AS.Taxpayers
with business income face difficulties

with the correct reflection of dividend
income in Schedule OS, as the current
utility requires the income to be first
reflected in business income and then
reduced, complicating the process.Error
messages frequently appear while
taxpayers attempt to file their returns,
leading to delays in successful
submission.There have also been
instances where the One Time Password
(OTP) required for authentication is not
received promptly, or at all, causing failed
attempts to verify and submit returns.

to download acknowledgments of
filed ITRs, which are essential for
validating their compliance.Will tax
department extend July 31
deadline?The Income Tax department
has not given any official statement on
whether the deadline to file ITR will
be extended.However, there is
growing speculation and concern
about whether the deadline might be
extended to accommodate those
facing difficulties due to the e-filing
glitches.Despite these significant
challenges, many taxpayers have already
initiated the filing process for ITRs.As of
July 14, 2024, over 2.7 crore ITRs have
been filed, marking a 13% increase
compared to the same period last year.
The number of ITRs filed per day
surpassed 13 lakhs on July 13 and
continues to rise as the deadline nears.The
milestone of filing 1 crore ITRs for AY
2024-25 was reached on June 23, 2024,
and the 2 crore milestone was achieved on

Additionally, some taxpayers are unable July 7,2024, both earlier than last year.

Byju's crisis: Law

Paytm says in compliance with regulations et sdmits plec

after administrative warning from Sebi

New Delhi In response to an
administrative warning from the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi), leading payments and
financial services distribution platform
Paytm said that it has consistently
adhered to all listing regulations from
time to time, including any
amendments and updates to these
regulations over time.The warning
pertains to the excess related party
transactions (RPTs) entered into by
Paytm and/or its subsidiaries with
Paytm Payments Bank Limited (PPBL)
during FY 2021-22, which were
allegedly conducted without the due
approval of either the audit committee
or shareholders. The company stated in
its stock exchange filing that it is
committed to upholding and
demonstrating the highest compliance
standards and will submit a detailed
response to Sebi, addressing the

Budget 2024: Wil

to initiate insolvency
proceedings

mentioned letter,” said Paytm in a New Delhi The Bengaluru bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) has admitted a
plea from the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) to initiate insolvency proceedings
against Byju's, the embattled edtech company
led by Byju Raveendran.The development
follows BCCI's move to recover alleged unpaid
dues amounting to Rs 158 crore from
Byju's.The dues are linked to a sponsorship
contract between Byju's and the BCCI for the

stock exchange filing on Monday
night.Sebi's letter highlighted
discrepancies between the
company's stated compliance and the
transactions considered as material
RPTs) by the Board and Audit
Committee. While Paytm has
mentioned in the filing that it has
adhered to all regulations and

regulator’s concerns on the matter. The
Company believes it has consistently
acted in compliance with Regulation 23
read with Regulation 4(1)(h) of the Sebi
Listing Regulations, including any
amendments and updates to these
regulations over time. The Company is
committed to upholding and
demonstrating the highest compliance
standards, and shall also submit its
response to Sebi. There is no impact on
financial, operation or other activities
of the Company pursuant to the above-

compliance.Paytm assures
stakeholders that this administrative
warning will not impact its financial,
operational, or other activities. The
Company is taking the necessary steps
to address Sebi's concerns and improve
compliance standards to prevent future
occurrences.Paytm remains dedicated
to maintaining transparency and
integrity in all its operations, ensuring
adherence to regulatory requirements
and the highest standards of corporate
governance.

defence, railway

stocks continue positive run on D-street

New Delhi. The stock market is abuzz
with speculation on potential fiscal
measures and their impacts ahead of
the Union Budget 2024 presentation
on July 23.Analysts at Reliance
Securities note that the pre-and post-
election rallies have been strong, but
anticipate time-wise corrections in
key stock indices over the next few
months.The upcoming state elections
are crucial for the BJP-led coalition
government, while US elections are
expected to be closely monitored by
export-driven sectors such as IT and
pharma.Consensus expectations
include possible tweaks to long-term
capital gains tax (LTCG), changes to
derivatives market expiries, and an
increase in the lot value of individual
stocks.

Read Full Budget 2024 Coverage

Although these changes could initially
cause a knee-jerk reaction in the
market, indices are likely to stabilize,

with predictions of Nifty reaching the
26,000-plus level by December 2024,
driven by strong earnings and
liquidity, said Reliance Securities.

Sector analysts have observed a 30%

decline in road projects awarded by
the Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways and a slowdown in NHAI
project announcements in FY24.

In contrast, the railways sector has seen

relatively better performance in new
project announcements, indicating
potential for higher capex allocation in
the upcoming Budget. Additionally,
there may be a push for the
indigenisation of defence and an
increase in defence exports.

Higher allocations towards railways and

power are expected to boost
infrastructure order conversions.

Recentrally sparks caution

these positive outlooks, there is
caution regarding the railway and
defence sectors after their recent rally.

"The key outperforming sectors such as
defence, railways, and EMS are
trading at multi-year or all-time high
valuations, driven by order inflows
and positive sentiment. We expect
some time and price correction in
these sectors from current levels, as
focus may shift to underperforming
sectors, which could catch up over the
next few months," Reliance Securities
analysts said.

Stocks to track ahead of budget

Alist of seven stocks has been identified
for their potential earnings growth and
specific qualitative and quantitative
triggers that could help them
outperform and create alpha returns in
the lead-up to the Budget 2024.

Indian cricket team's jerseys.The petition, filed
by BCCI last year against Think & Learn Pvt
Ltd, the parent company of Byju's, highlights
the firm's failure to honor its financial
commitments."The Interim Resolution
Professional shall after collation of all the
claims received against Think and Learn Pvt
Ltd the Corporate Debtor and thedetermination
of the financial position of the Corporate
Debtor constitutes a Committee of Creditors,"
the order said. The next hearing is scheduled for
November 15, during which Byju's stated it was
in discussions with BCCI to resolve the pending

BYJU'S

issues.Byju's, which previously held prominent
sponsorship deals with the BCCI, International
Cricket Council (ICC), and Federation
Internationale de Football Association (FIFA),
saw these partnerships lapse in 2023 without
renewal.In a significant blow to the edtech
giant, tech investor Prosus wrote off its 9.6%
stake in Byju's for the financial year 2024,
becoming the first major investor to completely
write off its investment.Prosus attributed this
decision to a steep decline in Byju's valuation,

in roads,
waterways, and logistics. Despite

Significant opportunities are anticipated These stocks are Larsen & Toubro Ltd,
SRF, AU Small Finance Bank Ltd,
Tata Technologies Ltd,

airports, seaports,

which had peaked at $22 billion in 2022 but has
since plummeted due to financial, legal, and
operational difficulties.

Swiggy, Zomato may start alcohol
elivery in some states: Report

Several states, including New
Delhi, Karnataka, Haryana,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Goa, and
Kerala are considering pilot
projects for this initiative.

NEW DELHI. Online delivery platforms
like Swiggy, Zomato, and BigBasket
might soon start delivering low-alcohol
drinks such as beer, wine, and liqueurs,
reported The Economic Times.Several
states, including New Delhi, Karnataka,
Haryana, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Goa, and
Kerala are considering pilot projects for
this initiative, the report mentioned,
citing industry executives.They revealed
that authorities are currently assessing the
pros and cons of allowing alcohol
deliveries.In 2020, Swiggy and Zomato
launched online alcohol delivery in non-
metro areas to diversify their services
during the COVID-19 lockdown when
their core business was significantly

At that time, both companies were

impacted.Swiggy began its
alcohol delivery service in
Ranchi after obtaining the
necessary approvals from the
Jharkhand government. Zomato
followed suit, launching in
Ranchi and planning to expand
to seven other cities in
Jharkhand.

also in talks with authorities in

major metros to extend their

services, although approvals

were expected to take a few ==
weeks to a month. Swiggy even

planned to expand to cities in Odisha but
had to pause due to cyclone
Amphan.Delivery of alcohol to homes is
permitted only in Odisha and West
Bengal, according to the report. The
temporary approval for liquor deliveries
during the COVID-19 lockdown in
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
and Assam was a success despite
restrictions, per the ET report. According
to retail industry executives, online
deliveries have resulted in a 20-30%

"ln o

increase in sales in West Bengal and
Odisha."This is to cater to a growing
expat population, especially in larger
cities, changing profiles of consumers
who perceive moderate alcohol-content
spirits as recreational drinking along with
meals, and women and senior citizens
who have flagged buying from traditional
liquor vends and shop-front experiences
as unpleasant," said an industry executive
as quoted in the report.Dinker Vashisht,
Vice-President of Corporate Affairs at

Swiggy, highlighted the benefits
of online delivery models. He
mentioned that it ensures end-to-
end transaction records, age
verification, and adherence to
limits."Further, online tech
stacks synchronize with
regulatory and excise
requirements, ensuring
adherence to timings, dry days,
and zonal delivery guardrails,"
he said.Rahul Singh, Chief
Executive of pub chain The Beer
Cafe, shared his views with The
Economic Times and said, “By
enabling online home deliveries of liquor,
states can enhance consumer
convenience, drive economic growth, and
align with global trends while ensuring
responsible and regulated alcohol
distribution.”As states like New Delhi,
Karnataka, Haryana, Punjab, Tamil
Nadu, Goa, and Kerala consider pilot
projects, the success of these initiatives
could lead to wider acceptance and
implementation across India.
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Officer Among 4 Soldiers Killed In Action
In Encounter With Terrorists In J&K

According to
officials, the
encounter broke
out in the Desa
area of the Doda
district after a
joint operation
by the Army and
the Jammu and
Kashmir Police.

New Delhi: Four Indian Army soldiers,

including an officer, have been killed in
action during an encounter with terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir's Doda district on
Monday.Captain Brijesh Thapa, Naik D
Rajesh, Sepoy Bijendra, and Sepoy Ajay laid
down their lives in the line of duty, the Army
said in an online post."General Upendra
Dwivedi, Chief of army staff, and all ranks of
the Indian Army convey their deepest
condolences to the brave hearts, Captain
Brijesh Thapa, Naik D Rajesh, Sepoy
Bijendra and Sepoy Ajay, who laid down
their lives in the line of the duty, while
undertaking a counter-terrorist operation in
Doda in order to ensure peace in the region.
Indian Army stands firm with the bereaved
families in this hour of grief," the post read.

According to officials, a joint operation by the

Indian Army and the Jammu and Kashmir
Police was launched in the Desa area of Doda
based on specific information about the
presence of terrorists."Contact with terrorists
was established at about 9 pm in which heavy
firefight ensued. Initial reports suggest

injuries to our bravehearts," the Army had
posted on X on Monday night.

At least five soldiers were critically injured in
the encounter, officials had said.According
to sources, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
has spoken to the Indian Army chief, General
Upendra Dwivedi, and taken stock of the
ground situation and ongoing operation in
Doda.Mr Singh said he was deeply saddened
by the loss of the soldiers and that his heart

goes out to the bereaved families. "The
Nation stands firmly with the families of our
soldiers who have sacrificed their lives in the
line of duty. The Counter Terrorist operations
are underway, and our soldiers remain
committed to eliminate the scourge of
terrorism and restore peace and order in the
region," he said.

Second Major Attack In Jammu Region In
One Week

This was the second major encounter in the
Jammu region after five soldiers were killed
in action in Kathua last week.The attack, in
which five soldiers were also injured, was a
coordinated strike on two trucks carrying at
least 12 troops.The terrorists targeted the
trucks, which were around 500 metres apart,
with grenades and, in worrying signs, used
armor-piercing bullets (those tipped with
hardened steel) and an M4 assault
rifle. Terrorist attacks, which started in
Poonch and Rajouri districts, have now
spread across Jammu, the region that was
free from terrorism till a few years ago.Over
the last 32 months, 48 soldiers have been
killed in action in the Jammu region.

There are reports over 60 foreign terrorists -
trained in jungle warfare - may be operating
in the Jammu region alone, even as the
shadow of fear has spread across all 10
districts of the province.Last month, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had asked the Army
to deploy the full spectrum of its anti-terrorist
capabilities to eliminate terrorism in the
Jammu region.

Bihar Leader's Murdered Father
Lived In A Brick House Across
Son's Big Home

New Delhi: Jitan Sahani, the father of Vikassheel Insaan
Party (VIP) chief Mukesh Sahani, was allegedly
brutally murdered on Tuesday. His body was found with
several stab injuries and cut marks on his chest and
stomach inside his room at his ancestral home in Bihar's

Darbhanga district.According to reports, he mostly
used to live at their ancestral home in the Biraul area
despite his son's big house just across the road.

Jitan Sahani's mutilated body was found on the bed and
the chilling incident has sparked panic among local
residents.The police said it is possible that a theft
attempt ended in the elderly man's murder, or it could
also be a result of enmity. Senior police officer
Jagannath Redd said a three-member Special
Investigation Team has been formed to investigate the
shocking crime. Police, he said, are looking at every
angle. Mukesh Sahani, a former minister in the Bihar
government, leads the Vikassheel Insaan Party, which
has a strong support base in the OBC community.

The VIP is currently in alliance with the RJD and the
Congress in the Opposition INDIA bloc.

Haryana Shocker! Foreign Patient
Sexually Assaulted By Nurse In Gurgaon

Hospital, Police Arrests Suspect

New Delhi: The foreign national was allegedly
sexually assaulted by a nursing attendant at Artemis
Hospital in Gurgaon on Sunday, police said. The
officials also informed that the accused has been
arrested.The incident occurred in the early hours on
Sunday following the woman's surgical procedure at
Artemis Hospital.

The accused, identified as Thakur Singh, 25-year-old
from Tijara, Rajasthan. He had been employed as a
nursing attendant at the hospital for more than a year,
DCP East Mayank Gupta said, Indian Express

reported.

On the other hand, ACP East Rishikant informed that
the woman had come for treatment with her daughter
a day earlier and had undergone surgery there. Later,
she was shifted to the ward.

"When her diaper was being changed, the attendant
touched her inappropriately. She thought it was a
mistake and did not tell anyone. But when he repeated
it three-four times the same day, she informed her
daughter who called the police. The daughter lodged a
complaint on Sunday and he was arrested,” ACP
(East) Rishikant said, Indian Express reported.The
police has registered an FIR under BNS section
64(2)(e) at sector 50. he police stated that the man has
been sent to judicial custody.According to Indian
Express, the hospital stated in its statement that
Artemis Hospital always prioritises the safety of its
patients. The statement added they will not leave any
stone unturned to ensure that all parties involved are
treated with fairness and that a thorough and impartial
investigation is conducted so that truth and justice
prevail. The statement also informed that the person is
temporarily off duty till investigation.

Mumbai BMW Hit-And-Run Accused Mihir itan Sakani Murder Sparks Ugly
, ' . . Political Debate: RJD Raises 'Jungle
Shah Admits He's Habitual Drinker: Sources

Mumbai/New Delhi: Mihir Shah, the
main accused in the Mumbai's BMW
hit-and-run that claimed the life of a
45-year-old woman, has admitted that
he is a habitual drinker, police sources
have said.Mihir Shah, 24, made the
confession during the police
interrogation following his arrest, they
said.Investigation also reveals that
Mihir Shah shaved his beard and cut

his hair at a barber shop in Virar to

mislead the police.

The police have also recorded the
statement of the barber who had cut
Mihir's hair, officials said.The police
had formed multiple teams to catch the
politician's son, who was tracked down
to an apartment in Virar, which is
approximately 65 km from
MumbaiThe 24-year-old is the son of
politician Rajesh Shah, a member of

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde's Shiv
Sena faction. A dozen people are in

custody, including Mr Shah's parents
and two sisters.Mihir Shah evaded the
police for three days until he was
tracked down to an apartment in Virar,
which is around 65 km from Mumbai.
The police traced him when one of his

friends turned on his phone for 15

minutes.On July 6, Mihir Shah was
allegedly driving the BMW, after
partying at a Juhu bar with friends for
hours. He allegedly hit a couple on
their two-wheeler at 5.30 am on
Sunday.The woman killed in the
crash was Kaveri Nakhwa, a 45-
year-old mother of two. She was with
her husband Pradip Nakhwa, who
suffered injuries. The two were out
shopping for fish.

CCTV footage indicates Ms Nakhwa
was dragged for 1.5 km after the
collision before the BMW was
stopped. The police said the footage

also showed that Mr Shah then again
switched seats with Mr Bidawat,
pulled the woman's body out from
under the car, and left it on the road
before driving away.

Weather Update: Red Alert Issued In
THESE States- Check Forecast Here

New Delhi: The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has issued a red
alert for extremely heavy rainfall in
several western and southern states.
This includes isolated places in
Konkan, Goa, Coastal i
Karnataka, South Interior f
Karnataka, Saurashtra & Kutch,
and Madhya Maharashtra. |
Additionally, an orange alert for
very heavy rains has been
predicted for West Madhya
Pradesh on July 16, and for
Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Yanam, and Telangana on July -
18and 19.

The city experienced a humid morning
with a minimum temperature of 29.1
degrees Celsius, two degrees above the
normal. The humidity at 8:30 am was at
80 percent, according to the weather
department. Safdarjung, the primary
weather station, recorded 2.7 mm of

rain, while the Ridge area recorded
37.2mm.

On Monday, Delhi experienced light
rain, which brought down the

maximum temperature to 35.2 degrees
Celsius. Meanwhile, the minimum
temperature increased to 29 degrees
Celsius.

Heavy rainfall expected in
Maharashtra

In Maharashtra, heavy to very heavy

rainfall is forecasted for some areas,

with extremely heavy rainfall expected

in isolated locations in the districts of

North Konkan. Similar conditions are
anticipated in the districts of South
Konkan-Goa today. In the Ghat
areas of North Madhya
Mabharashtra, heavy to very heavy
rainfall, including extremely
heavy rainfall at isolated places, is
expected.

Weather forecast in southern

| parts

The weather department has
predicted heavy rains in
Telangana, Coastal Andhra

Pradesh and Yanam, Chhattisgarh, and

North Interior Karnataka from July

15th to 19th. Heavy rainfall is also

expected in Madhya Pradesh and

Vidarbha from July 15th to 18th, and in

Marathwada, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,

and Karaikal on July 16th.

Raaj', Deputy CM Vows Action

New Delhi: Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary has assured action in the killing of Jitan
Sahani, father of Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP)
chief Mukesh Sahani. Reacting to the incident,
Choudhary said, "Action will be taken and the
accused will be put behind bars. The government
stands with Mukesh Sahani's family."

Mukesh Sahani's father was allegedly killed at his
residence in Darbhanga on Monday night, an
official said on Tuesday. However, the killing has
intensified the political discourse in the state, with
RID spokesperson Shakti Singh Yadav criticising
the Nitish Kumar government, alleging a
breakdown in law and order. "No day goes by
without a murder..The Chief Minister is in an
unconscious state of mind," Yadav remarked,
highlighting widespread concerns over safety and
governance.

RID leader Mrityunjay Tiwari echoed similar
sentiments, condemning the incident as areflection
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of 'Jungle-Raaj' under the BJP-JDU regime. "If the
families of leaders are not safe in Bihar, it clearly
means that the common man is at the mercy of
god," Tiwari asserted, calling for accountability
from the ruling coalition.

In response, JDU leader Neeraj Kumar defended the
state's efforts, stating, "The police will find out the
accused... We have faith in the police
investigation." He urged political opponents to
cooperate with authorities to ensure justice for the
Sahani family. Union ministers Ramnath Thakur
and Giriraj Singh also pledged government action,
emphasising that the investigation was ongoing
and promising justice for the victim's family. "The
accused will not be spared. The State government
is taking the matter seriously," BJP MP Giriraj
Singh affirmed.Meanwhile, local police continue
to investigate the murder, deploying senior officers
to examine every angle of the case. Jitan Sahani, a
former Bihar government minister, was a
prominent figure within the VIP Party led by his
son, Mukesh Sahani.

Who Is Mukesh Sahami? Bihar VIP Leader
Whose Father Was Brutally Killed In Darbhanga

Mukesh Sahani is
the supremo of
Vikassheel Insaan

Party (VIP) in Bihar,

with the use of a sharp weapon.Son
Mukesh Sahani was in Mumbai at the
time of the incident, The Darbhanga

Police acted swiftly by
establishing a Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
led by IPS officer Kamya
Mishra. The Senior

aligned his party

with the INDIA bloc

Superintendent of Police
(SSP) of Darbhanga ordered
the formation of the SIT to
accelerate the investigation.

before the 2024 Lok

Sabha election.

New Delhi: The shocking incident
unfolded in Bihar's Darbhanga on
Tuesday, VIP Supremo Mukesh Sahni's
father Jitan Sahni was found murdered

Additional steps have been
taken, including dispatching
a  Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) team from
Muzaffarpur to the crime
scene. The senior officer of
ADG rank from the police
headquarters is being sent to

in his home in Biroul. The initial report WhoIs Mukesh Sahani?

suggests that the murder was committed Mukesh Sahani is the supremo of

Darbhanga to oversee the investigation.

Vikassheel Insaan Party (VIP) in Bihar,
aligned his party with the INDIA bloc
before the 2024 Lok Sabha election. The

alliance were initially made between
Mukesh Sahani and Rashtriya Janata
Dal. He is also famous as the 'Son of

Mallah' in Bihar. The population of

Mallahs in the state is approximately

seven per cent.

I I The war of words began after
£

the death of the VIP chief
father in Darbhanga. RJD
Spokesperson Shakti Singh
Yadav accused the NDA
government in Bihar and said
that the CM might not even
know what was going on.
"What is going on in Bihar? No
day goes by without a
murder... The Chief Minister
is in an unconscious state of
mind. He might not even
know by now that something
has happened in the state. No
political leader is safe in
Bihar... The system has
collapsed. Bihar is at the mercy of
gods," said Shakti Yadav the
spokesperson of the RID, ANIreported.
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North Korea warns Seoul of
'devastating consequences' over
leaflets

Seoul South Korea will face "devastating consequences"
for dropping anti-Pyongyang leaflets over North Korea,
state media KCNA said on Tuesday, citing Kim Yo Jong,
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un's powerful sister.

At least 29 large balloons carrying anti-Pyongyang
leaflets from South Korea were found around North
Korea, prompting a blockade in the areas and causing
inconvenience to residents, Kim said.

Tension flared last month after North Korea sent
thousands of balloons containing trash to the South in
protest against a campaign by North Korean defectors
and activists in the South who have for years flown aid
parcels and leaflets criticising the Kim regime across the

heavily fortified borderKim said Pyongyang might
respond differently if "petty and dirty" behaviour by
what she called "human scum" continues, without
elaborating."The situation seemed to be becoming
unacceptable. Again [ give you a stern warning," she said
in a statement carried by KCNA. "You will have to face
devastating and horrible consequences.”

35 dead, 230 injured due to heavy

rain in Afghanistan

Kabul. Atleast 35 people were killed and 230 injured on
Monday after heavy rain in eastern Afghanistan, a local
official said."On Monday evening, rain caused by
thunderstorms killed 35 people and injured 230 others
in Jalalabad and certain districts of Nangarhar"
province, Quraishi Badloon, head of the department of
information and culture, told AFP.The casualties were
caused by heavy storms and rains that collapsed trees,
walls and roofs of people's houses, Badloon
said."There is a possibility that casualties might rise,"
he went on, adding that the wounded as well as victims'
bodies were brought to Nangarhar regional hospital and
Fatima-tul-Zahra hospital.Images shared by Badloon's
department showed medical personnel wearing white
and blue uniforms giving treatment to the
wounded."We share the grief of the families of the
victims," said Zabihullah Mujahid, a spokesman for the
Taliban government."The relevant institutions of the
Islamic Emirate have been directed to go to the affected
areas as soon as possible," Mujahid wrote on X, adding
they would provide shelter, food and medicine to
displaced families.The tragedy comes after flash floods
killed hundreds of people in Afghanistan in May and
swamped agricultural lands in the country, where 80
percent of the population depends on farming to survive.

Among the poorest countries in the world, Afghanistan is
particularly exposed to the effects of climate change.

Gambia upholds its ban on
female genital cutting.
Reversing it would have heen
a global first

BANJUL, Gambia. Lawmakers in the West African
nation of Gambia on Monday rejected a bill that would
have overturned a ban on female genital cutting. The
attempt to become the first country in the world to
reverse such a ban had been closely followed by
activists abroad.The vote followed months of heated
debate in the largely Muslim nation of less than 3
million people. Lawmakers effectively killed the bill by
rejecting all its clauses and preventing a final vote.

The procedure, also called female genital mutilation,
includes the partial or full removal of girls’ external
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genitalia, often by traditional community practitioners
with tools such as razor blades or at times by health
workers. It can cause serious bleeding, death and
childbirth complications but remains a widespread
practice in parts of Africa.Activists and human rights
groups were worried that a reversal of the ban in Gambia
would overturn years of work against the centuries-old
practice that’s often performed on girls younger than 5
and rooted in the concepts of sexual purity and
control.Religious conservatives who led the campaign
to reverse the ban argued the practice was “one of the
virtues of Islam.”In March, the majority of lawmakers
voted to advance the bill, prompting fears that the ban
would be overturned. But attitudes changed as rights
activists campaigned and as doctors, religious figures
and others testified for the health committee about the
consequences of the practice.“It’s such a huge sense of
relief,” one activist and survivor, Absa Samba, said after
the vote, as she celebrated with others in front of
parliament. “But I believe this is just the beginning of
the work.”Fatou Baldeh, another activist and survivor,
said she woke up that morning crying.“Why have we
been put through this for 11 months?” she asked, her
voice shaking. “Why have we been forced to relive our
traumas? Just because men didn’t believe that female
genital cutting harmed us.”She added: “And right now,
girls are still being cut. I hope this time it is not just a law
for decoration.”In Gambia, more than half of women
and girls ages 15 to 49 have undergone the procedure,
according to United Nations estimates. Former leader
Yahya Jammeh unexpectedly banned the practice in
2015 without further explanation.

Zelenskyy calls for Russia's
participation in second Ukraine summit

« Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy has called for Russia
to be included in a second
summit aimed at achieving
lasting peace. The first summit,
held in Switzerland, saw support
from world leaders but excluded
Russia, which the Kremlin
criticised as 'absurd.”

Kyiv,UPDATED Ukrainian President

fell through in the early weeks of
Russia's invasion launched in February
2022.But dozens of world leaders |
voiced support for a just resolution to
the fighting in Ukraine after a high-
level summit convened by Zelenskyy
last month in Switzerland. Russia was
not invited.During a press conference
in Kyiv following his visit to the
United States for a NATO defence
alliance summit, Zelenskyy opened the
door to direct talks with officials from
Moscow."l believe that Russian
representatives should be at the second
summit," Zelenskyy said, describing
preparations for a follow-up gathering of
Ukraine's allies.He announced separate
meetings on key issues, including energy,
to be held in Qatar and on food security in
Turkey, ahead of a second summit.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Monday He also said there would be a separate

that Russia should be represented at a
second summit aiming to secure lasting
peace with the Kremlin, after more than
two years of war.Both sides have shunned
direct peace talks since negotiations
between Russian and Ukraine delegations

meeting on prisoner exchanges and
humanitarian issues at a meeting in
Canada.Leaders and top officials from
more than 90 states gathered at a Swiss
mountainside resort on June 15 for the
two-day summit dedicated to resolving

.

Trra¥n EE—

the largest European conflict since World
War II.The Kremlin responded to the
gathering saying that any discussions
around ending the conflict that did not
include Russia were "absurd."Zelenskyy
reiterated Monday that Ukraine was not
being pressured to enter into negotiations
with Russia and that Western military or
financial support was not being
conditioned on holding talks with the
Kremlin.He said levels of support from
abroad were allowing Ukraine to hold out
against Russian attacks but do not give ita
sufficient advantage to "win," without
elaborating.In recent months, Zelenskyy

has been appealing to Ukrainian allies
to provide more air defence systems.
He said on Monday that 25 Patriot air
defence batteries or comparable
would be enough to defend all of
Ukraine, but declined to say how
many were already deployed.

He also said he was not concerned at the
prospect of another Donald Trump
presidency in the United States,
despite indications his administration
could be more sympathetic to the
Kremlin.A Trump victory in the US

November elections would put into

question Washington's continued support

for Ukraine."I think that if Donald Trump
becomes president, we will work together.

I'm not worried about this," Zelenskyy

told Monday's press conference.The

Republican Party candidate has suggested

that he would end the conflict very

quickly if he won back the presidency,
which Kyiv fears would mean it would be

forced to negotiate with Moscow from a

weakened position.Trump on Monday

announced J.D. Vance -- a Republican
senator who has said.

North Korean diplomat defects to
South Korea from Cuba: Report

Seoul, A high-ranking North Korean
diplomat stationed in Cuba defected
to South Korea last November -- just

months before Seoul and Havana

established diplomatic ties, a report

said Tuesday.North Korean diplomat |

Ri Il Kyu had been responsible for
political affairs at Pyongyang's
embassy in Cuba since 2019, tasked
specifically "with obstructing the
establishment of diplomatic relations
between South Korea and Cuba", the
Chosun Daily reported.Ri defected to
South Korea with his wife and children
in early November, the report said,
making him the highest-ranking North
Korean diplomat known to have
defected since Thae Yong Ho,
Pyongyang's deputy ambassador to
Britain, in 2016.South Korea's
unification ministry and foreign
ministry both told AFP they were
unable to confirm the defection.
Seoul's unification ministry has
previously flagged a rising number of
defections by North Korean elites,
which they said made up around 10 of
the 196 defections in 2023, the highest
inyears.Around three months after Ri's
reported defection, Seoul and Havana -
- which is one of Pyongyang's oldest

allies, and a fellow communist state --
announced they were establishing
diplomatic ties.In an exclusive
interview with South Korea's Chosun
Daily, Ri said he decided to defect after
Pyongyang rejected his request to seek
medical treatment in Mexico after an
injury, even though he could not
receive the necessary treatment in
Cuba due to a lack of specialist
equipment.He also claimed to have
received unfair performance reviews
after rejecting a demand from a senior
foreign ministry official in the North
for bribes when he visited Pyongyang
in August 2019 to discuss a project to
open a North Korean restaurant in
Cuba."Every North Korean thinks at

least once about living in South
Korea," he told the Chosun
Daily."Disillusionment with the
North Korean regime and a
bleak future led me to consider
defection."Ri also told the
newspaper that North Korea's
former foreign minister Ri Yong
Ho and his family had been sent
to a political prisoner camp in
December 2019 on "suspicion
of corruption", over a bribery
case involving the embassy in
Beijing.South Korea's spy agency said
in May that Pyongyang was plotting
"terrorist" attacks targeting Seoul's
officials and citizens overseas, with the
foreign ministry raising the alert level
for diplomatic missions in five
countries. The agency said it appeared
to be a response by Pyongyang to a
wave of defections by elite North
Koreans who were trapped overseas
during the pandemic and were seeking
to avoid returning home after border
controls were eased.North Korean
embassy officials may be submitting
false reports blaming "external" factors
-- such as South Koreans based
overseas -- for defections by their
colleagues.

Israel launches fresh strikes in Gaza,
increases aerial and tank shelling

CAIRO/GAZA. Israel struck the
southern and central Gaza Strip on
Monday to put more pressure on
Hamas, following a weekend strike
targeting the militant group's
leadership, which killed scores of
Palestinians who had sought shelter in
a makeshift camp.Two days after the
Israeli strike turned a crowded swathe
of Mawasi near the Mediterranean
coast into a charred wasteland littered
with burning cars and mangled bodies,
displaced survivors said they had no
idea where they should go next.Those
moments as the ground shook
underneath my feet and the dust and
sand rose to the sky and I saw
dismembered bodies - was like
nothing I have seen in my life," said
Aya Mohammad, 30, a market seller in
Mawasi, reached by mobile text

message."Where to go is what
everybody asks, and no one has the
answer."Mawasi on the western
outskirts of Khan Younis has been
sheltering hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians who fled to the area after
Israel declared it a safe zone. Israel
said its strike there on Saturday
targeted Hamas military commander
Mohammed Deif, an architect of the
Oct. 7 assault on Israeli towns and
villages that triggered the Gaza war.
The military said it struck an open area,
with several buildings and sheds,
adding it was a compound run by
Hamas and not a tented
camp.Palestinian officials say at least
90 people were killed on Saturday and
many hundreds wounded. Reuters
journalists at the scene filmed carnage,
with residents carrying the wounded

and dead amid flames and smoke.

Further south in Rafah, the main focus of
Israel's advance since May, residents
reported renewed fighting on Monday.
Israeli forces in western and central
parts of the city blew up several homes,
they said. Medical officials said they
recovered 10 bodies of Palestinians
killed by Israeli fire in eastern areas of
the city, some of which had already
begun to decompose.The military also
stepped up aerial and tank shelling in
central Gaza in the Al-Bureij and Al-
Maghazi historic refugee camps.
Health officials said five Palestinians
were killed in an Israeli air strike on a
house in Maghazi camp.Palestinian
health officials said 11 Palestinians
were killed in an Israeli air strike on a
house in Al-Nuseirat camp in central
Gaza Strip earlier on Monday.

How wife's Hindu faith
helped JD Vance, Trump's

vice president pick

World US Senator JD Vance, tapped by
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
as his running mate, credited his wife and her
Hindu faith for helping him navigate personal and
professional challenges and come to terms with
his own Catholic faith. Vance made the revelation
in an interview to Fox News, which aired weeks
before he was selected as Trump’s Vice President
candidate. He was accompanied by his wife Usha
Chilukuri Vance during the interaction. Vance, 38,
was raised as a Protestant but began considering
converting to Catholicism around 2016. He said
his wife Usha, a Hindu, encouraged him in search
of his Christian faith.“I was never baptised. [ was
raised Christian but never baptised. I was first
baptised in 2018. Usha was actually raised non-
Christian. But I remember when I started to re-
engage with my own faith, Usha was very
supportive,” said Vance.Usha, who grew up in a
“religious household”, said one of the reasons
why she supported her husband in his journey of
self-discovery through religion was because of
her parents’ influence.“My parents are Hindu and
that’s one of the things that made them such good
parents and really good people. And I have seen
the power of that in my own life,” said Usha.“And
I knew that JD was searching for something. This

justfeltright for him," she added.

Asked about how they raise their children, coming
from two distinct faiths, Usha said there are things
that the couple “just agrees on” when it comes to
family matters.“The answer is, we just talk a lot,”
she said.The pair, who met at Yale Law School,
married in 2014 and have three children together:
sons, Ewan, 6, and Vivek, 4, and a daughter,
Mirabel, 2.

Donald Trump named Ohio Senator JD Vance as his
running mate, elevating a staunch ally and young
GOP star who, less than a decade ago, rose to
prominence as a Trump critic.

But over the last few years, he has emerged as a
Trump loyalist, becoming one of his most vocal
defenders in the Senate and has frequently called
on the party to embrace Trump’s populist agenda.

As her husband was announced as Trump's running
mate and vice presidential candidate at the
Republican National Convention, Usha Chilukuri
Vance stood right by his side, beaming with pride.

Trump's 1st public appearance with
bandaged ear, greeted with chants of 'Fight'

Milwaukee Two days after surviving an
attempted assassination, former
President Donald Trump appeared
triumphantly at the Republican National
Convention's opening night with a
bandage over his right ear, the latest
compelling scene in a presidential
campaign already defined by dramatic
turns.GOP delegates cheered wildly
when Trump appeared onscreen
backstage and then emerged in the arena,
visibly emotional, as musician Lee
Greenwood sang "God Bless the USA."
That was hours after the convention had
formally nominated the former president
to head the Republican ticket in
November against President Joe Biden.

Trump, accompanied by a wall of Secret
Service agents, did not address the hall —

the party establishment, but has
vanquished all Republican rivals,
silenced most conservative critics and
now commands loyalty up and down the
party ranks."We must unite as a party,
and we must unite as a nation," said
Republican Party Chairman Michael
Whatley, Trump's handpicked party
leader, as he opened Monday's prime-
time national convention session. "We
must show the same strength and
resilience as President Trump and lead
this nation to a greater future."But
Whatley and other Republican leaders
made clear that their calls for harmony
did not extend to Biden and Democrats,
who find themselves still riven by worries
that the 81-year-old question is not up to
the job of defeating Trump.

with his acceptance speech scheduled for "Their policies are a clear and present

Thursday — but smiled silently and
occasionally waved as Greenwood sang.
He eventually joined his newly
announced running mate, Ohio Sen. JD
Vance, to listen to the night's remaining
speeches, often with a subdued
expression and muted reactions
uncharacteristic for the unabashed
showman.The raucous welcome
underscored the depth of the crowd's
affection for the man who won the 2016
nomination as an outsider, at odds with

danger to America, to our institutions, our
values and our people," said Wisconsin
Sen. Ron Johnson, welcoming the party
to his battleground state, which Trump
won in 2016 but lost to Biden four years
ago.Saturday's shooting at a
Pennsylvania rally, where Trump was
injured and one man died, were clearly in
mind, but the proceedings were
celebratory — a stark contrast to the
anger and anxiety that had marked the
previous few days. Some delegates

chanted "fight, fight, fight" — the same
words that Trump was seen shouting to
the crowd Saturday as the Secret Service
ushered him off the stage, his fist raised
and face bloodied.

"We should all be thankful right now that
we are able to cast our votes for President
Donald J. Trump after what took place on
Saturday," said New Jersey state Sen.
Michael Testa as he announced all of his
state's 12 delegates for Trump.

When Trump cleared the necessary number
of delegates, video screens in the arena
read "OVER THE TOP" while the song
"Celebration" played and delegates
danced and waved Trump signs.
Throughout the voting, delegates flanked
by "Make America Great Again" signs
applauded as state after state voted their

support for a second Trump term.
Multiple speakers invoked
religious imagery to discuss
Trump and the assassination
attempt."The devil came to
Pennsylvania holding a rifle,"
said Sen. Tim Scott of South
Carolina. "But an American lion
got back up on his feet!"
Wyoming delegate Sheryl Foland
was among those who adopted
the "fight" chant after seeing
Trump survive Saturday in what
she called "monumental photos and
video.""We knew then we were going to
adopt that as our chant," added Foland, a
child trauma mental health counselor.
"Not just because we wanted him to fight,
and that God was fighting for him. We
thought, isn't it our job to accept that
challenge and fight for ur country?""It's
bigger than Trump," Foland said. "It's a
mantra for our country."Another well-
timed development boosted the mood on
the convention floor Monday: The
federal judge presiding over Trump's
classified documents case dismissed the
prosecution because of concerns over the
appointment of the prosecutor who
brought the case, handing the former
president a major court victory.
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Wasim Akram thrilled after video of
Pakistani boy imitating Bumrah goes
viral

New Delhi Pakistan great Wasim Akram was
thrilled after a video of a young Pakistani fan
flawlessly imitating Jasprit Bumrah's
distinctive bowling action went viral.
Bumrah, one of the world's best pacers, has
inspired many aspiring pacers worldwide.
The young Pakistani boy's imitation has
struck a particular chord with fans and
cricketing communities alike. In recognition
of this viral moment, Pakistani legend Akram
expressed his admiration on Twitter, writing,
"Wah jee wah, look at that control and action
exactly like the great @Jaspritbumrah93.
Video of the day for me.
#Crickethavenoboundaries."The video,
which has gone viral on social media, shows
the young boy replicating every detail of
Bumrah's action with astonishing accuracy.
His imitation is near-perfect from the quirky
run-up to the precise delivery stride. The
boy's dedication and hours of practice are
evident as he mirrors Bumrah's style, down to
the minutest nuances. Bumrah, aged 30,
played a pivotal role in India's triumphant
T20 World Cup campaign, where he was
awarded the prestigious Player of the
Tournament title for his exceptional
performance throughout the event. Bumrah
showcased his bowling prowess by claiming
15 wickets in just eight matches. His bowling
statistics were remarkable, maintaining an
impressive average of 8.26 runs per
wicket.Moreover, Bumrah's economy rate,
which measures the average number of runs
conceded per over, was an astounding 4.17.
This viral sensation serves as a beautiful
reminder of how sports can bridge gaps and
bring people together, regardless of
nationality. It's a testament to the inspiring
power of cricket, and how heroes like
Bumrah can influence and nurture the
dreams of young fans everywhere.

Olivier Giroud, France's leading
goal scorer, retires from
international foothall

New Delhi. France's all-time leading scorer,
Olivier Giroud, confirmed the end of his
international career on Monday as he
prepares to join LAFC in MLS. Giroud had
stated before the tournament that he would
conclude his international career at the end
of France's run in the European
Championship. "The moment I've been
dreading has arrived. The moment to say
goodbye to the French team," the 37-year-
old Giroud wrote on his Instagram page on
Monday. Giroud played 137 times for Les
Bleus and scored 57 goals, more than any
other player for France.Hopes of a final
swansong in Germany, however, were
dampened by being relegated to the bench,
with 56 minutes of game time in four
substitute appearances and two attempts on
goal. Giroud, 37, announced his retirement
from international football before the
tournament, as he secured a move to Los
Angeles FC after finishing at AC Milan last
season."He had a lot of good moments, but
also some more difficult ones," coach Didier
Deschamps. "He is an example of longevity,
seriousness and professionalism. Even
though he had less playing time at this Euro,
he was fully with the squad. He is one of the
leaders. I want to say well done and thank
you."Giroud won his first cap in 2011
against the United States, when Laurent
Blanc was coach, and was a member of
France’s World Cup-winning team in 2018.
He also played in the final in Qatar in 2022
and was also on the losing side in the Euro
2016 final. Ironically, World Cup success in
2018 came as Giroud led France’s attack but
failed to score at the tournament in Russia.
In Qatar four years later, he netted four as the
French reached the final and lost to
Argentina on penalties. When he announced
his international retirement, Giroud said he
still had two good years in his legs, but that
he was starting to feel his age.

Dirty fellow' Smriti Mandhana
trolls 'buffalo’ Jemimah
Rodriques in fun banter

New Delhi Smriti Mandhana and Jemimah
Rodrigues engaged in a fun banter, showing
the camaraderie between them. The two
batters are set to take part in India’s
campaign in the Women’s Asia Cup 2024 in
Sri Lanka, to be held from July 19 to 28. All
the matches will be held at the Rangiri
Dambulla International Stadium in
Dambulla.On Monday, the duo travelled to
Chennai and looked in a happy mood.
Jemimah uploaded a picture of Smriti with a
funny caption which read, “Yellow yellow
dirty fellow. Agla station: Chennai.”
Thereafter, it was Smriti’s turn to troll back
Jemimah.Smriti reposted Jemimah’s post
with the message, “Travelling with a
buffalo,” followed by a laughing emoji. The
two have shared a healthy relationship and
their bonding is palpable both on and off the
field.Smriti and Jemimah have their task cut
out as India will go into the Asia Cup as the
firm favourites. In the 8 editions of the
tournament, the Women in Blue have won 7
times. The only time they missed out was
back in 2018 when they lost to Bangladesh
by 3 wickets.Smriti has been a stalwart of the
India women’s team for quite some time. She
was also in stupendous form in the multi-
format series against South Africa. She won
the Player of the Series award in the ODIs
and backed it up with a hundred in the one-
off Test at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai. She also finished off with a half-
century in the third T20I.

Lucknow will look for a better captain than

KL Rahul in IPL 2025: Amit Mishra

«IPL: Veteran spinner Amit
Mishra, who played for Lucknow

Super Giants in [PL 2024, said

the franchise will look for a better

captain than KL Rahul for the
next season. Mishra said LSG

need a captain who understands
the pulse of T20 cricket better.

New Delhi Veteran India spinner Amit Mishra

said he is confident that Lucknow Super
Giants will look for a better captain than KL
Rahul, saying it's important that franchises
appoint skippers who have the right
mentality for T20 cricket. Mishra's explosive
comments come even as he played down the
heated on-field chat between Rahul and LSG
owner Sanjiv Goenka in Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2024.Amit Mishra said an [PL

captain necessarily doesn't have to
be part of the Indian T20I team, but
should be able to understand the
pulse of the shortest format of the
game and be a team player. LSG
made the playoffs of their first two
seasons (2022 and 2023). However,
Lucknow finished seventh with 14
points in seven matches despite
being tied on points with fourth-
placed Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, who qualified for the
playoffs.

“It does not matter if he is in the Indian
team or not. But a person who has
the right mentality for T20s should
be the captain. Someone who plays
for the team should be captain. [ am

sure LSG will look for a better
captain," Amit Mishra said during his
interaction with Subhankar Mishra.Mishra
said he was disappointed when Lucknow
were humbled by SunRisers Hyderabad in
Hyderabad by 10 wickets. LSG posted 165
on the board in their quota of 20 overs after
which SRH chased down the total without

losing a wicket and with 10 wickets to spare.

e

'PEOPLEHYPEDIT UP'
Following the game, LSG co-owner Sanjiv
Goenka was seen having an animated chat
with captain KL Rahul, seemingly
expressing his disappointment at the one-
sided defeat. Later, Goenka hosted Rahul at
his residence for dinner to rubbish rumours
and speculation that the on-field chat gave
way to.

R Ashwin does a Sunil Narine, slams
20-ball 45 as opener in TNPL

New Delhi. R Ashwin showed glimpses of his

attacking best, coming up with a whirlwind
knock for Dindigul Dragons against
Chepaul Super Gillies in a Tamil Nadu
Premier League (TNPL) match in
Coimbatore on Sunday, July 14. Ashwin tore
into the opposition bowling attack in a rain-
affected match in Coimbatore. Ashwin hit
45 off just 25 balls after continuing to open
the batting for Dindigul.Dindigul Dragons
got off to the worst possible start as they
were reduced to 3 for 3 in the second over of
the match which was reduced to seven overs
per side. Abhishek Tanwar got two early
wickets in the first over before Rahil Shah
got the big wicket of Baba Indrajith in the
second over. R Vimal Kumar, who walked in
at No. 5, helped ease a bit of pressure with
two boundaries in Ganeshan Periyaswamy's
first over.However, it was R Ashwin who put
the pressure back of CSG, hitting Rahil Shah
for two sixes and a boundary in the fourth
over. Ashwin kept losing partners as Vimal
Khumar was dismissed in the first delivery

of the fifth over. However, Ashwin hit two
boundaries in the over against Balu Surya.
Ashwin then smashed two sixes in the sixth
over against Abhishek Tanwar to help
Dindigul post a competitive total of 64 for 6
in 7 overs on the board.R Ashwin was
fearless as he hit huge sixes against the
spinners, reminding fans of Sunil Narine's
approach in IPL 2024 for the Knight Riders.
Ashwin finished with a total of 45, hitting
four sixes and 3 boundaries. None of the
other batters of Dindigul went past 15 runs

with Vimal Khumar the only other
with a score in double digits.R
Ashwin's Dindigul Dragons ended
up on the losing side as Chepauk
chased down the target in just 4.5
overs. Opener D Santosh Kumar got
out for 0, but Narayan Jagadeesan
(32 off 14) and Baba Aparajith (31
off 14) stitched a unbeaten
partnership to beat Dindigul.
Ashwin has been opening the
batting for Dindigul in the ongoing
season of TNPL. After managing
just 5 and 6 against Trichy and Salem,
Ashwin finally found his rhythm at the top
with a swashbuckling 45 not out.R Ashwin
has been focusing on his batting in TNPL as
he gears up for international cricket later in
the year. While the off-spinner was not
picked for the T20 World Cup, he will be key
to India's success in the home season when
the team takes on Bangladesh in a two-Test
series in September. The first Test will be
played in Chennai.

West Indies coach wants team to invoke
Gabba comeback for 2nd Test vs England

New Delhi.West Indies coach Andre Coley

has urged his team to channel the resilience
they exhibited at the Gabba against
Australia earlier this year as they prepare for
the second Test against England. Following
a heavy innings defeat in the first Test at
Lord's, Coley believes his side can draw
from their experiences to bounce back in
Nottingham. Reflecting on their
performance against Australia, where the
West Indies rebounded to defeat the
reigning World Test Championship winners
at the Gabba after a significant loss in the
opening Test, Coley sees parallels and
potential for his team."They would've taken
a lot of positives from that (Gabba Test),"
Coley said. "In terms of how we were able to
bounce back, the process that we went
through to be able to do that I believe is a lot
more powerful (than winning)." Coley
emphasized the importance of composure
and resilience in a series, noting that a poor
start does not preclude a competitive finish.
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"It reinforces the fact that in a series you
could actually not start well but then
compose yourself and come back in the
series and be quite competitive, potentially
set it up for a game-three decider," he added.
"So there are real positives to be taken away,
not only from the first Test here, but what we
would've (faced in the) last six months."

The Caribbean side struggled in the opening
Test, succumbing to a loss by an innings and
114 runs at Lord's, which also served as a
farewell for England's legendary seamer

\

James Anderson. As the three-match
series shifts to Trent Bridge, Coley
stressed the need for improved
performance, particularly in the field. "I
would love to see us with a lot more
intensity that we're known to show in the
field," he stated. "I thought in this
(Lord's) Test match, we weren't at our
best in terms of imposing ourselves on
the England batters. That is definitely
something that we need to be better at for
the next Test."Currently sixth in the
World Test Championship standings, the
West Indies require positive results in the
remaining two matches in England to remain
competitive. Despite the setback in London,
Coley maintains that team morale is high,
and he expects better adaptation to English
conditions moving forward.
"Having been here now about two weeks,
having a bit of time to acclimatise to
conditions and actually getting time in the
middlea€e yes.

"Goenka was disappointed. We lost two
back-to-back matches very badly.
Against KKR, we lost by some 90-100
runs and against SRH, the match was
finished within 10 overs. It felt like we
were bowling them during a net
practice session. If T am so angry about
it, will someone who has actually put
money into the team not feel angry?"
Mishra, who played for LSG in 2024,
said.

"It was not a huge deal. But I later came
to know that he said that the bowling
was very bad and the team should have
shown some fight. It looked like you
have completely surrendered. But I
feel people and media hyped it up a
bit," he added.

KL Rahul will be keen on making a mark

when he returns to action in the upcoming

tour of Sri Lanka. India Today reported that
the Karnataka player will lead the ODI side
in the absence of Rohit Sharma, who is
expected to be rested for the 3-match
assignment in Sri Lanka in August. Rahul
was not part of India's victorious T20 World
Cup squad.

Not even Sachin Tendulkar or

me came close to Carl
Hooper's talent: Brian Lara

New Delhi. Former West Indies captain Brian

Lara made a striking statement about the
exceptional talent of his ex-teammate Carl
Hooper. Lara, a legend in his own right,
expressed his admiration for Hooper's natural
abilities, suggesting that neither he nor Indian
cricket great Sachin Tendulkar could match
Hooper's innate talent. Both Tendulkar and
Lara are considered amongst the finest batters
in cricket history. Tendulkar holds the record
for the most runs in both Test matches
(15,921) and ODIs (18,426), while Lara owns
the record for the highest individual scores in
both Test cricket (400) and First-Class cricket
(501). Despite their remarkable achievements,
Lara believes Hooper's raw talent surpassed
them both."Carl was easily one of the best
players I've ever seen. I would say that not
even Tendulkar and I would come close to that
talent. Separate Carl's career from playing to
captaining and his numbers are very different.
As a captain, he averaged nearly 50, so he
enjoyed the responsibility. It's sad that only as
a captain did he fulfill his true potential," Lara
wrote in his new book, as quoted by
ESPNcricinfo.Lara also noted that the
legendary West Indies batter Vivian Richards
had a particular fondness for Hooper. "Viv
Richards never cried down on a person

because he didn't want them to be great like
him. His sternness was who he was, but he
never wanted you not to do well. It was just
how he was. And look, Viv loved Carl. Much
more than he loved me, that's for sure. But the
way Viv shows love didn't resonate with Carl,"
Lara mentioned.In arecent interview with The
Daily Mail, Lara identified two players each
from England and India who he believes could
break his record of 400 runs in a Test innings.
"There were players in my time who
challenged, or at least went past the 300 mark -
Virender Sehwag, Chris Gayle, Inzamam-ul-
Haq, Sanath Jayasuriya. They were pretty
much aggressive players," Lara said."How
many aggressive players do you have playing
today? Especially in the England team. Zak
Crawley and Harry Brook. Maybe in the
Indian team? Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill.
If they find the right situation, the records
could be broken - both of them," he added.

Wolves to file complaint after Hwang
Hee-chan suffers alleged racial abuse

«Wolves' pre-season match against
Como was overshadowed by
alleged racial abuse directed at
Hwang Hee-chan. Wolves secured a

1-0 victory and will file a formal
complaint to UEFA.

New Delhi Wolves will submit a formal
complaint to UEFA following their pre-
season match against Como, which was
marred by alleged racial abuse towards
Hwang Hee-chan. The South Korean
forward reported the incident midway
through the second half. Subsequently,
Daniel Podence was sent off for punching an

opponent, though the match continued.
Podence was amongst several Wolves
players who were outraged by the
alleged racist remark. Como were
promoted to Serie A last season, with
former Wales assistant manager Osian
Roberts as caretaker.Wolves manager
Gary O'Neil considered abandoning the
match, but Hwang insisted on continuing
despite the incident in the 68th minute.
"Channy heard a racist remark, which is
really disappointing," O'Neil said. "I
spoke to Channy about it, and checked

whether he wanted to take the team off or
come off himself, but he was keen for the
team to carry on and get the work they
needed. "He's really disappointed, of course,
and understandably so. I'm proud that he
wanted to continue and put his team first in
such a difficult moment. He knew it was a

pre-season trip, and he wanted the lads to get
their minutes in, even though he had

experienced something so
offensive."Channy will be OK. He'll get our
full support, and we'll check in with him in
the morning [Tuesday] to make sure he's all
right. It's a united group." The game, played

in Marbella, was Wolves' first in
preparation for the Premier League
season. Wolves won the friendly,
played behind closed doors, 1-0 thanks
to a Matt Doherty header. Mario
Lemina captained Wolves following
the £40m sale of Max Kilman to West
Ham.This incident adds to Wolves'
troubled pre-season history, two years
after their chaotic game against
Levante, which saw four first-half red
cards. Later that summer, Hwang was
also targeted by alleged racial abuse in
a match against Farense. In a statement on
Monday evening, Wolves said: "Racism or
discrimination in any form is completely
unacceptable and should never be left
unchallenged, and Wolves will be submitting
a formal complaint to UEFA regarding the
incident."
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Shares A Happy Moment
With 'Lover' Shahid Kapoor

Mira Kapoor and Shahid Kapoor are often seen painting the town red
with their adorable display of affection for each other. They are also
each other’s biggest cheerleaders. Having said that, Mira recently took
to her Instagram handle to share a cute photo with her hubby calling
him ‘lover’.
Shahid Kapoor tied the knot with Mira Rajput in 2015. The couple
welcomed their first child, a baby girl in 2016 and named her Misha.
They then attained parenthood for the second time in 2018 when
they welcomed Zain into their lives.Shahid has said in interviews
that he was not sure if the meeting would last 15 mins but it lasted
seven hours. However, earlier this year, the actor admitted that his
married life contributed to his
evolution. “Everything that is 2]
substantial or a priority, in which ~—
you invest your time, shapes who
you are. As an artist you express
| yourself, so the choices you make are on
the basis of who you are. So the choices that [
make today may seem different from what I did /'
five years back, or I will make them five years /
| from now. They are always a reflection of
what a person is in their head space. So in
many ways, it kind of influences j
everything I do,” he told Indian {
Express.
Meanwhile, on the film front,
Shahid was last seen in Teri Baaton 4
Mein Aisa Uljha Jiya alongside
Kriti Sanon. The film performed well at the box office and received
rave reviews from the audience and critics alike. Next, he is
working on big-budget films like Deva, Ashwatthama: The Saga Y
Continues, and Farzi 2.The actor took to Instagram to announce ’
y
< 4

¥
N

his new film Deva on the occasion of Dussehra last year. He
also shared the first look in which Shahid appeared to be
playing the role of a police officer in the movie. In the photo,
Shahid was seen flaunting his short hairdo while holding a
gun in his hand. Sharing the photo, Shahid revealed that he
is locking Dussehra 2024 for Deva. “Deva in theatres on
Dussehra 11th October 2024, he wrote. The film also
stars Pooja Hegde. Deva will be directed by Rosshan
Andrrews and is produced by Zee Studios and Roy
Kapur Films. J

Brother Arrested In Hyderabad For
~ Alleged Drug Possession, Consumption

. Bollywood actress Rakul Preet Singh’s brother, Aman Preet Singh, was arrested by Hyderabad Police in

connection with a drug case. His arrest followed a joint operation by the Narcotics Bureau and Rajendra

Nagar SOT Police, conducted under the jurisdiction of Cyberabad Police. The Hyderabad Police confirmed

Aman’s arrest in a press meet held on Monday, July 15. While five people were arrested in a case for drug

peddling, Aman was among the 13 people arrested for consuming the drugs and testing positive for using

cocaine. The police said that he will be produced before a court soon.

A police official said at the meet, “I will only comment on whom Aman is connected to once we investigate the

case more. We need to check when his association

began with the accused, who consist of some 3 - l\

Indians and Nigerians. Some of them are repeat 4 sk

offenders. But we believe it might be for a year and a :

half. Aman tested positive for using cocaine. It is

confirmed that he’s an actor, he did not say if it’s A% e

on Tollywood or elsewhere.”As of now 13 &

consumers from Hyderabad have been

identified who are wealthy are blatantly

promoting a sick of ecosystem of drugs in

Telangana. They are creating a network of

supply and demand for drugs in

Hyderabad. Out of the 13 consumers, 6 are

apprehended and all the 6 persons got

. positive reports for cocaine when their

A\ urine samples are tested,” the police

: mentioned in a press note. The 13

consumers are identified as Aman,

Kishan Rathi, Aniketh, Yashwanth,
Rohith, Sri Charan, Prasad, Hemanth, Nikhil, Madhu, Raghu, Krishnam Raju and Venkat.

Previously, actress Rakul Preet Singh was also summoned by the Enforcement Directorate in an alleged

money laundering case connected to a drugs case. However, the police have clarified, “She has nothing

to do with this case, we are not investigating her, her name needn’t be dragged in unnecessarily, so we

will not be commenting on it.”The police have seized 199 grams of cocaine, 2 passports, 2 bikes and

10 cell phones during the drug bust. The five accused drug peddlers are identified as Onuoha

Blessing, Azeez Nohaam Adeshola, Allam Satya Venkata Gowtham, Sanaboina Varun Kumar and

Mohd Mahaboob Shareef. Meanwhile, Divine Ebuka Suzee and Ezeonyili Franklin Uchenna

managed to escape.
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Vicky Kaushal on perfecting
'"Tauba Tauba' steps: Had 3-

4 days to learn it

Vicky Kaushal, who is in Delhi to promote 'Bad

Newz', spoke about perfecting the steps of 'Tauba
Tauba'. The actor said that he was given three-four
days to learn it. Vicky also credited choreographer
Bosco-Caesar for the song's popularity and success.

Vicky Kaushal's leg-work, swag in 'Bad Newz' song

'Tauba Tauba' is the talk of the town. Talking about
what went behind the song's success, Vicky said,
"We were very excited ki isko jama ke kuch karte
hain (let's do a great job) and the choreographers,
Bosco-Caesar, they have been choreographing such
songs for the past 20 years. And they have worked on
such nice songs with Hrithik Roshan, Katrina Kaif,
and others."

He continued, "We were very happy with the team that

came together. We got 3-4 days to learn the 'Tauba
Tauba' steps. Hats off to Bosco Sir and his team who
taught me the steps and worked hard on me. And all
of you gave me the results of my hard work and gave
me so much love. Overall, we are very happy."

Vicky also said, "There are some songs which create a

flow of their own. Nothing is bigger than a song that
we drop on the highway and the audience takes it off
from there and makes it their own. That is what
happened with ‘Tauba Tauba’. It’s there in the film as
well and whoever wants to enjoy this song on the big
screen, please do."Vicky was accompanied by
Triptii Dimri and Ammy Virk at the Delhi press
conference. Also, watch 'Tauba Tauba' here:

Bad Newz' was previously titled 'Mere Mehboob Mere

Sanam'. The film will see Vicky, Triptii and Ammy
team up for the first time. Directed by Anand Tiwari,
the film also stars Neha Dhupia.'Bad Newz' releases
onJuly 19.

Shah Rukh Khan To Face
Off With Abhishek

Bachchan In Suhana Khan

Starrer King? Know Here

-
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Abhishek Bachchan has been roped in to play the

antagonist in Shah Rukh Khan and Suhana Khan
starrer King, as per reports. After her OTT debut
with Zoya Akhtar’s The Archies, Suhana Khan is
gearing up for her first feature film. It was reported
earlier that Suhana Khan will be teaming up with her
father Shah Rukh Khan for her next film, titled King.
The film will be directed by Sujoy Ghosh and
Siddharth Anand will be overseeing the action. As
per the latest reports, Abhishek Bachchan will be
seen as the villain in the film.

“Abhishek is an actor whose full potential has yet to be

fully realized. He has the ability to astonish
audiences when given complex roles. King presents
him in an out-and-out negative role for the first time
in such a large-scale commercial movie, and he is
sure to make a significant impact with his
performance. The Jr. Bachchan was surprised when
he was offered this role but accepted it immediately,
intrigued by the depth of his character. It’s a special
role, and Siddharth Anand has grand plans to present
Abhishek in a manner audiences have never seen
before,” a source close to the development told
Peeping Moon.

As per latest reports, the film will go on floors in May

this year. “Siddharth Anand and Sujoy Ghosh have
been constantly in touch with Shah Rukh Khan and
Suhana Khan with multiple meetings from October
2023 to February 2024. Sujoy is meticulously
working on the script with Sid and SRK. Designing
world-class action sequences rests fully on
Siddharth,” a source close to the development told
Pinkvilla in February this year.“The training is
happening at Mannat and she (Suhana) is
accompanied by her father, Shah Rukh Khan too in
certain practice sessions. Trainers of international
repute are coming together to train Suhana and SRK,
as King will explore a slightly raw form of action,”
the source added. “Sujoy has started casting for the
ensemble cast as the idea is to take off from May
2024 and make it the big ticket offing from SRK in
2025,” the source mentioned.Speaking about the
film’s plot, a source had earlier told Pinkvilla, “The
flavour of action in King will be very different from
what SRK has done in Pathaan and Jawan. This one
would be sleek with a lot of chase sequences.
However, the core plot is emotional and driven by
the story. It has lots of twists and turns, which is the
reason why Sujoy has been bestowed with the
responsibility of direction.”The film will be
produced by Shah Rukh Khan’s.
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