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The complicated
diaspora story

THE New York Times can’t seem to have enough of
Usha Chilukuri Vance. Her non-designer dresses,
her square heels, her black hair with its “visible
streaks of gray” — indeed, all her appearances
this past week at the US Republican National
Convention, where her husband JD Vance
accepted the nomination as Donald Trump’s
running mate — have persuaded the grand old
newspaper that the potential second most
powerful wife in the world, unlike the Trump
women, doesn’t spend all her time “catering to the
male gaze”.Usha’s professional credentials seem
far more interesting — she works with a ‘cool,
woke’ San Francisco law firm. She met JD Vance
at Yale and went on to get a Gates fellowship at
Cambridge. Till 2014, she was a registered
Democrat. She was already married to him for
seven years when he delivered a speech titled
“The Universities are the Enemy’in 2021.

There’s so much shifting in America these days that
the old certainties about ‘red’ and ‘blue’, the
colours of the Republican and Democrat parties,
respectively, may no longer ring as true. Trump,
himself, wants to speak for all of America, not just
the Republican ‘half’ of the country. Vance
himself has moved from describing Trump as
‘cultural heroin’ to becoming his vice-
presidential pick. And then there’s Kamala
Harris.When Joe Biden steps down from his re-
election bid, as seems more than likely this
weekend, will the eminently forgettable Ms
Harris slide into his spot — or will the Democrats
find another leader to lead them?

For all those cheering at home about ‘Indian-
Americans’ being right next to the heartbeat of
power — the fact is Kamala has always identified
herself as ‘black’ rather than ‘brown’. Usha, too,
who remains both Hindu and vegetarian, is hardly
likely to influence her husband to change US
policy in favour of India, even though her
granduncle back in Andhra Pradesh was once the
head of the state RSS unit.In the lingo of the
Chandigarh street, people like these are called
‘coconuts’— Brown on the outside, White on the
inside.

Remember Daleep Singh? Two years ago, the
former US Deputy National Security Adviser —
and grandnephew of Dalip Singh Saund, the first
Sikh as well as Indian-American to be elected to
the US Congress — told the Modi government
that there would be ‘consequences’ if India tried
to circumvent US sanctions and buy cheap
Russian oil in the wake of Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine. Daleep’s remarks seriously upset New
Delhi at the time and Indian officials had to tell the
Americans that if they wanted to speak frankly,
they would have to do it in private.Daleep would
certainly qualify as a top-quality ‘coconut’ —
incapable of sensitivity towards the people he still
looks like.

Of course, we must celebrate the achievements of
Indians abroad — that’s a given. In the last 100-
odd years since the 1917 Asiatic Barred Zone Act,
when Indians were forbidden from entering the
US, the Indian-American community has
possibly become the most successful expatriate
community, numbering about five million. When
@TheRabbitHole84 handle pointed out on X that
the median household income of Indian-
Americans at $119,858 was higher than of all

Anti-incumbency, Congress surge to test BJP’s mettle in Haryana polls

Better adherence to traffic rules reduces accidents, lowering healthcare costs and economic losses.

THE outcome of the Lok Sabha elections in Haryana,

where the ruling BJP and the Congress won five
seats each, has set the stage for a tight contest in the
Assembly elections later this year. As parties vie for
victory, key factors in the parliamentary elections,
shifting caste dynamics and the evolving political
equations in the state demand close attention.

Local issues took precedence over national ones in the

recent Lok Sabha elections in Haryana. The ‘Modi
factor’, which the BJP heavily relies upon, appeared
less potent in mobilising the electorate. The
charisma of PM Narendra Modi and the promotion
of the party’s state-level achievements did not
resonate with many voters. The party also
struggled to consolidate the vote of labharthis or
beneficiaries of Central schemes. This, coupled
with a decade of the BJP’s rule, created strong
anti-incumbency sentiments. The Congress
capitalised on issues like unemployment,
inflation, misconduct with women wrestlers and
the Agnipath scheme. The scheme significantly
impacted a section of the voters, as Haryana is a
major recruitment hub for the armed forces.
Moreover, discrepancies in the Parivar Pehchan
Patra, a family ID card meant to streamline
welfare schemes, hurt the BJP. The party also
faced a backlash from farmers, who were
ruthlessly deterred from entering Delhi to put
forth their demand for a legal guarantee of MSP
(minimum support price).The caste vote
indicated two important shifts. One, the
traditional Congress voter base is intact and has
achieved significant consolidation. Two, the Jat
voter has begun to support the Congress once again.
Eyeing the sizeable OBC vote and sensing anti-
incumbency, the BJP had replaced Manohar Lal
Khattar with Nayab Singh Saini as the CM months
before the Lok Sabha elections. While Khattar
registered an emphatic win in his constituency, the
replacement of the CM face bore no major results.
According to the Lokniti-CSDS data, one in every
two OBC voters voted for the Congress, a 29 per
cent increase from the 2019 General Election. This
indicates a shift in the BJP’s core voter base. While
the party retained its upper-caste vote, including
Brahmins, Punjabis and Rajputs, it lost its
Scheduled Caste (SC) vote to the Congress.
Traditionally, the SC vote has been split between the
BJP and the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP). But this

time, a majority of the Dalits backed the Congress.
The minority vote also favoured the Congress,
suggesting that the anti-BJP sentiment has
coalesced into a broad social coalition for the
Congress.The Jat community, accounting for about
one-fourth of Haryana’s population, has historically
dominated state politics. As a key social group, they
hold considerable leverage. The Lokniti-CSDS data
indicates that the Congtress successfully mobilised
Jat voters, with two in every three Jats voting for the
party — a 31 per cent increase from the 2019
elections. One strong indication of this

consolidation is that the grand old party won all

seats in the Jat belt, including Hisar, Sirsa, Sonepat
and Rohtak. Arguably, this shift not only highlights
the declining influence of regional parties like the
Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) and the Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) — which often rely on the Jat vote
—butitalso shows the growing dissatisfaction with
the BJP among the Jats.A shift towards a two-party
system in Haryana was evident in the Lok Sabha
elections. The BJP has minimised the space for
regional parties, which initially helped it gain a
foothold in the state. The BJP entered Haryana
politics as a lesser partner to the Lok Dal and the
Haryana Vikas Party. Over time, however, the BJP
built a consistent voter base, pushing these parties to
the brink of oblivion. For instance, in the 2024
elections, both the INLD and the JJP suffered
significant defeats, with a combined vote share
below 3 per cent. It appears that Haryana, much like

Child marriages

With 81 per cent cut, Assam’s new move pointless

other Asian communities, including Chinese,
Japanese and Pakistani, Elon Musk himself RTd
the tweet. Sundar Pichai of Alphabet and Satya
Nadella of Microsoft lead two of the 10 largest US
companies.The diaspora story is a complicated
one. Love and yearning for the mother country
remain strong, even though both the immigrant’s
nicely manicured feet are firmly planted ‘back
home’. Most people are able to juggle both
identities and emotions well — Karan Johar’s
many movies will testify to that. The problem
arises when Indians begin to identify with their
compatriots abroad and imagine that these
compatriots are still part of the extended village
they left behind — even when the village in
question may be from a different part of the
country and, perhaps, even from a different
era.It’s a bit like the village bumpkin saying he
has a right to live in the house of his ‘jaat-bhai’ in
the city. In fact, the current hysteria over Usha
Vance or earlier Kamala Harris — as journalists

WITH an 81 per cent reduction in child
marriages from 2021 to 2024, Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s
government has made commendable
progress through a clampdown on violators in
the past year. The stringent measures in place
are clearly showing positive outcomes,
putting the administration on track to
attaining its target of eradicating the social
evil by 2026. The results are particularly
significant in the light of a recent NGO report
that highlights the alarming prevalence of
child marriage in India. Quoting government  f§
figures, it reveals that nearly 4,400 child §
marriages occur daily across the country,
though only about 3,800 cases were
registered over the past five years.The CM’s
directive for a biannual crackdown, with the

hunt out grandaunts and uncles in the mother

is baffling why the CM has chosen to ruftle feathers that

Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh, is moving
towards a two-party system if the regional parties
continue to perform poorly.

All these factors have implications for the Assembly

elections. Firstly, most local issues remain
unaddressed. The party that understands and
addresses these issues will likely prevail in the
Vidhan Sabha polls. Secondly, the Jat voter in Sirsa
and Hisar — previously INLD strongholds — has
favoured the Congress. It remains to be seen what
manoeuvres the INLD and its offshoot, the JIP, will
use to reclaim their space in these constituencies at
the Assembly level. Thirdly, despite their poor
performance in the Lok Sabha
elections, the INLD and the JJP
have a significant presence at the
Assembly level. They must
engage with the electorate in
ways distinct from the Congress
and the BJP to remain relevant.
Thirdly, this election did not
witness victory margins above
one lakh votes, barring Rohtak,
Karnal, Sirsa and Faridabad. In
other constituencies, voters did
not decisively vote for a single
party, and, resultantly, the votes
were split. This makes room for
parties like the INLD and JJP to
find ways to outmanoeuvre
others. Ruling out any alliance,
the Aam Aadmi Party has
decided to go solo and contest all 90 seats in
Haryana.

The alliance between the INLD and the BSP raises

questions about its effectiveness in securing its core
voter base — the Jats and Dalits. It remains to be
seen whether this coalition will yield dividends for
the parties or if these votes will once again be
divided in the Assembly elections. In a recent
interview, newly elected Sirsa MP Selja Kumari
hinted at infighting in the state Congress. A weak
leadership at the state level could translate into
losses for the party. However, one thing is crystal
clear: the Congress, which managed to perform well
in the Lok Sabha elections, has the potential to
sustain this momentum in the Assembly polls. To do
so, the party must engage in introspection, identify
its shortcomings and address them effectively.

the state’s battle against child marriage. The
Assam Cabinet’s recent approval to repeal the
Muslim Marriage and Divorce Registration
Act of 1935 may lead to confusion in the
registration of Muslim marriages as many
Muslims in the state still follow personal laws
prescribed by the 1937 Shariat Act. Also, the
repeal is rendered redundant since the
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act of 20006,
enacted by the Centre, already addresses the
issue.This legislative move by Assam, while
commendable in its intent to protect young
girls, raises critical questions about
implementation and the balance between
reform and religious customs. As the Bill
heads to the Assembly, it is imperative that
Sarma addresses these nuances to prevent any
administrative and social turmoil. Instead, the

next scheduled for later this year, indicates not only a
relentless pursuit of this goal but also achieving it. Thus, it

state should focus on complementing the clampdown

country — is really a bit of an extension of that with educational programmes on the issue.

2 ) 1 have the potential to trigger social and religious discord
exact same feeling the said bumpkin expresses

by emphasising the necessity of additional safeguards in

towards the successful city-bhai.

ON July 15, former US President and the Republican
Party’s presidential nominee Donald Trump
announced that JD Vance, a 39-year-old Senator from
Ohio, would be his running mate. Two days later, the
party formally anointed him as its nominee for the
Vice-President’s post in the presidential elections to
be held in November. Vance has been a Senator for
only a year and a half. He is, therefore, a comparative
political novice. Why has Trump chosen him?

Traditionally, a US Vice-President is always under the
shadow of the President. Beyond his constitutional
role as President of the Senate, the Upper House of
the US Congress, a Vice-President performs
whatever work the President assigns to him. His
political influence is dependent on his relationship
with the President. Vance’s supporters perhaps
convinced Trump that he would never do a Mike
Pence on him. Also, Vice-Presidents are not
Washington power-brokers and seldom attract
political attention in the US or abroad. This is all the
more so in Vance’s case as he is new to politics.

Vance is married to Usha Chilukuri, who has roots in
India. Her parents, Krish and Lakshmi Chilukuri,
migrated to the US from Andhra Pradesh in 1980.
Krish is an aerospace engineer, while Lakshmi is
marine molecular biologist and biochemist. Usha,
born in 1986, grew up in San Diego, California, and
went on to study at Yale Law School. Vance and she
were in the same class. They fell in love and got
married in 2014. They come from entirely different
backgrounds but share a very strong bond. They have
three children.sha has had a distinguished academic
career. She studied history at Cambridge University.
She was a law clerk for US Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Roberts and Judge Brett Kavanaugh.
She was a lawyer with a well-known legal firm but
gave up the job on Vances selection by Trump as his

Vance’s supporters perhaps convinced Trump that the 39-year-old would never do a Mlke Pence on him.

Vance can make a difference in the swing states

running mate.Vance’s nomination for the
Vice-President’s post has attracted
substantial media attention in India because
of his wife’s parents’ Indian origin. There is
no evidence on record to show that Usha has
an affinity for India, though she remains, by
all accounts, a Hindu. While some second-
generation Americans of Indian origin
develop an enduring interest in the country
of origin of their parents, the primary drive
of others is to fully immerse themselves into
the American life. For some, this includes
politics, where a few have distinguished
themselves in both parties. It is, therefore,
always wrong to assume that every second-
generation American with Indian roots has a
natural inclination towards India. First-
generation Indians generally take a greater
interest in India’s causes and have
developed strong lobbies to influence the
US system.

Vance came to US national attention in 2016
when, at 32, he published a largely autobiographical
book, Hillbilly Elegy, which was made into a movie
in 2020. He vividly and insightfully described the
poverty, deprivation and retrogressive culture of the
hill folk of Appalachia, which was and remains
arguably the most backward part of the US. He dwelt
on the traumas of his childhood and youth amidst
family violence, alcoholism and drug abuse. His
mother was an addict, and his early years were
chaotic but they mirrored what he noted was the life
of the hillbillies. As he puts it evocatively: “Chaos
begets chaos. Instability begets instability. Welcome
to the life of the American hillbilly”. He finally found
stability in the home of his maternal grandmother
who was a tough character and had moved with her

husband to Middletown, Ohio, in the early 1950s.
That was the era when America was a great
manufacturing country. The hillbillies had left
Appalachia but carried their traits with them which
largely prevented their upward mobility.

Vance joined the Marine Corps and spent four years in
it. He was posted to Iraq in the Corps’ Public Affairs
Unit. After leaving the Corps, he graduated from
Ohio State University in 2009. He had definitely
moved out of the hillbilly trap when he was accepted
by Yale Law School in 2010, but he had still to be
socialised in the ways of successful American
professionals. It is here that Usha stepped in. He
notes in his book that he couldn’t have fought the ‘old
demons’ without her. After Yale, he worked as a

lawyer but later joined a venture
capitalist firm in California which was
owned by the arch-conservative Peter
Thiel. It was during these years —
when Trump was President — that his
views drastically changed. From being
a strong Trump critic, he moved to the
far right in his views. It is a matter of
conjecture if he did well in his venture
capital business. He decided to run for
the Senate in Ohio on the Republican
Party ticket in 2022. Despite his past
nastiness to Trump, the former
President obviously saw potential in
him and endorsed him. He got the
Republican nomination for the Senate
and won the election.Vance has taken
far-right positions on abortion and
immigration, condemned Trump’s
prosecution, firmly supported Israel
and wants Europe to spend on its
defence. He has reportedly said that he
does not care about Ukraine. But Trump has not
chosen him for these views, which largely coincide
with his. He may really want Vance to sway, even if
marginally, impoverished voters in the swing states
who may be inspired by his life’s success. These
small margins may become crucial if the election
turns out to be a close contest.That seems currently
unlikely, with the Democrats in disarray and the
support for Trump growing after the assassination
attempt. But there is no certainty in elections and a
young Vance, with a background totally different
from Trump’s, will be useful to him. He is a carrier of
the Trump torch and may also pose no threat to the
political ambitions of the ex-President’s sons. But
thatis in the future.
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Jindal Group probe against
senior executive

NEW DELHI. A Jindal Group company has sent a senior
executive, who is facing allegations of molestation by a
female flight passenger, on administrative leave and a
third-party probe has been started to probe the matter.

“We are concerned about the recent allegations involving
a senior executive in our company. We recognize the
gravity of the situation and are committed to addressing
it with utmost seriousness, care, integrity, and urgency,”
Vulcan Green Steel said in a statement.

Oman-based Vulcan Green Steel (VGS) is the steel arm of
Vulcan Green, which is part of the Naveen Jindal-led
Group of companies. In line with the company’s policy,
and to ensure a fair and independent review, the
executive has been placed on administrative leave. To
maintain impartiality, the company said it is appointing
an independent, credible third party to lead the
investigation. On Friday, Jindal Steel and Power
Chairman Naveen Jindal promised to probe allegations
of molestation against the CEO of one of the group
companies levelled by a female passenger onboard a
flight from Kolkata to Abu Dhabi, saying his group has a
zero-tolerance policy in such matters.

India's manufacturing sector
sees more jobs: Indeed
report

New Delhi. India's manufacturing sector is apparently
showing a growth momentum, reflecting an expansion
in job opportunities. According to the latest data from
Indeed, the leading global hiring and matching
platform, there are more job opportunities in the sector
and itis looking for new skills.

“The Indian manufacturing sector is on an upswing. As
India strives to become a global manufacturing
powerhouse, the sector presents a wealth of
opportunities for both businesses and job seekers,”
says Sashi Kumar, Head of Sales, Indeed.

Between June 2022 and June 2024, the manufacturing
industry in India grew by an impressive 40%.
According to a 2024 report by IBEF, the growth is
fueled by several factors -- increased domestic
consumption, government initiatives, a surge in global
investments, and enhanced global demand for Indian-
manufactured goods, the report claimed .

The growth trajectory has not only strengthened the
industrial landscape but has also catalyzed a rise in job
creation, offering promising prospects for job seekers
nationwide, the report said.The Indeed data showed
that certain roles within the manufacturing sector are

=

experiencing explosive growth. For instance, CNC
operators have seen a staggering 160% increase in job
openings; Production supervisors are close behind
with a 155% rise, and machine operators are ata 119%
boost. These roles are rapidly gaining prominence,
reflecting the sector’s modernisation and increasing
need for specialised skills.The report highlighted that
the skills landscape is also evolving in tandem with the
manufacturing sector’s growth. Communication skills
are now at the forefront, required in 17% of jobs. CNC
skills follow at 10%, with manufacturing skills at 9%,
English proficiency at 8%, and CNC programming at
6%. For job seekers equipped with these skills, the
manufacturing sector presents a wealth of
opportunities.

Hard to implement IMF deal
as political pressure surges
in Pakistan: Experts

ISLAMABAD. The current fiscal year's tax-laden
budget and the Supreme Court's ruling on reserved
seats have shifted the focus of politics to the economy,
further posing doubts over Pakistan's ability to meet
the new International Monetary Fund (IMF)
conditions for a $7 billion loan, reported Dawn.A
senior researcher said, "This is crucial to determining
if the government can meet the conditions for a USD 7
billion IMF loan agreement. Nonetheless, I am
confident the government will sign the deal at any
cost."According to the analysts, the government is
seeking China's help to restructure its substantial $28
billion debt.However, sources have suggested that
China is unlikely to restructure these loans, fearing that
other nations, like Sri Lanka, may also seek debt
restructuring from Beijing.Bankers and analysts
agreed that the country has been facing significant
challenges, with political pressure mounting to
provide relief to the public, Dawn reported."The
government has failed to offer any relief, instead
exacerbating the situation by repeatedly increasing
fuel and electricity prices," a senior banker said, noting
that only banks and the equity market are enjoying the
"worst economy," recording historic profits.On the
contrary, sectors like textiles are calling for tax
reductions and price controls. Exporters are also
dissatisfied with the new taxes on their income.The
annual inflation rate for FY24 stood at 23.4%, leaving
the real interest rate negative by three per cent."How
can we expect any big cut in the interest rate in the
future to stimulate the economy?" the banker
questioned.The sources said that the IMF has asked the
State Bank to maintain fiscal discipline, implying no
substantial relief in interest rates soon. The high cost of
doing business has already led to economic contraction
in FY23, with a mere 2.4 per cent growth in FY24."If
the political situation remains unstable, significant
growth in FY25 is unlikely, which will increase
unemployment and deepen political uncertainties,"
noted an analyst.

NEW DELHI. Returning to its once

Budget 2024: Can Indian Railways diversify
and generate affordable revenue

New Delhi. As the Union Budget 2024
approaches, there is growing anticipation
about what the government will do for the
Indian Railways.Experts are hopeful that
the budget will focus on diversifying
revenue streams and making travel more
affordable for the public. This comes at a
time when India is aiming to compete

with the best in the world in terms of

connectivity and infrastructure.Harsh
Varshneya, Principal Architect at
STHAPATI, highlighted the broader
benefits of enhanced connectivity.

"India is on the path to competing with the
world's best in terms of connectivity,
reaping both direct and indirect benefits
for our nation. These include the
promotion of spiritual tourism, enhanced
mass transit systems, improved outreach
across our vast motherland, and a boost in

GDP through the development of

industrial corridors," said Varshneya.

"It is imperative to recognise the
importance of progressing towards net-
zero. The government's initiatives to
harness 'green energy' across various

Budget 2024: You can expect this major
relief under new income tax regime

New Delhi. The Monsoon Session of
Parliament is scheduled to begin on
Monday, with Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in all readiness to
present Budget 2024 on July 23.Tax
relief measures have always been the
most sought out aid that taxpayers seek
in each budget and Budget 2024 is no
different.There have been various
reports of the government looking to
increase consumption by leaving more
money in the hands of taxpayers and
hence expectations of tax relief have
also gone up.Experts also expect the
government to provide tax relief,
especially under the new tax regime for
the taxpayers.

Read Full Budget 2024 Coverage

"The government has been favouring the
new tax regime in recent budgets, so
much so that the new regime is now the
default option for all taxpayers, unless
they make a voluntary change. The
reasons are that a simplified tax regime

One major tax relief that the government

forms, coupled with incentives, will
significantly benefit our country in the
long run. These efforts are crucial to
meeting our growing needs sustainably
and ensuring a prosperous future," he
added.

Union Budget on Railways

India is on the brink of major progress and
development in various infrastructure
sectors. The urban mobility projects are
set to meet global standards, continuing
the momentum from the last budget. Over
the next five years, there will be a push to
further improve Indian infrastructure and
services.Today's Indian passengers are
familiar with global trends in
convenience and comfort. To capitalise
on this, there is a need to improve
passenger experiences, which can boost
satisfaction and significantly increase
revenue. Modernising infrastructure and
urban projects to align with international
standards is essential. With a strong focus
on the industrial sector and more
international companies setting up bases
in India, freight and logistics are poised

is easier to follow for the taxpayers as
well as easier to enforce for the tax
authorities. We hope the government
sweetens the new tax regime so that it

becomes the default option not just in
the tax filing portal but in the tax plans
of taxpayers as well," said Pallav
Pradyumn Narang, Partner, CNK.

may introduce in Budget 2024 is
increasing the exemption limit to Rs 5
lakh in the new tax regime, with experts

& HDFC Bank logs 35% increase in net profit

famed over 30% net income for as
many as 34 quarters on the trot which
ended with the pandemic era, the
second-largest lender logged in a robust
3533% jump in net profit at Rs
16,174.75 crore for the June quarter
even though the numbers are not
comparable since the merger with its
parent took effect only from July last
year.Higher profit is in spite of the bank
seeing doubling of its standalone net
NPAs and gross NPAs shooting up by
73% in absolute basis as the balance
sheet expanded with the merger and not
in actual percentage terms as the
provisions came down massively. Loan
provisions for the quarter stood at Rs
2,602 crore, areduction compared to Rs
13,511.64 crore in the previous quarter
indicating that the asset quality has only
improved.In percentage terms GNPA
inched up to 1.33% compared to 1.24%
in the previous quarter and 1.17% in the
year ago period. Similarly, net NPAs
rose to 0.39% from 0.33% as of March
2023 and 0.30% as on June 2023. In
absolute terms, GNPA rose to Rs
33,025.69 crore as against Rs
31.173.32 crore in March 2023 and Rs
19,064.12 crore in June 2023.

Similarly, NNPA stood at Rs 9,508.44
crore in the reporting quarter, compared
to Rs 8,091.74 crore in a quarter ago
period and Rs 4,776.87 crore in a year
ago. In the year ago quarter on a
standalone basis its net income stood at
Rs 11,951.77crore. However due to
better asset quality provisioning was
down to Rs 2,602 crore from Rs 2,860
crore a year earlier. Total deposits were

also voicing the need for it.

Sources told Indiatoday.in that the
government may
exemption limit to Rs 5 lakh, providing
a major tax relief for taxpayers in the
country."The basic tax exemption limit
was increased from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 2.5
lakh by the NDA 1.0 in its first budget
2014. Since then, the exemption limit
left untouched for the past 10 years,
even though costs of household items
have increased substantially on account
of rising fuel prices, inflation, and
global economic conditions. During
these 10 years, substantial tax benefits
were provided to corporate taxpayers,
ranging from reduction of tax rates
from 30% to 22% and in some cases,
the corporate tax rates were reduced
upto 15%. Therefore, it is widely
expected that NDA 3.0 will increase
basic exemption limit to Rs 5 lakh,
much to the relief of the salaried
taxpayers.

at Rs 23.79 lakh crore, up 24.4% year-
on-year. Of this Casa deposits grew
6.2%, with saving account deposit at
Rs 5.97 trillion, and current account
deposit at Rs 2.67 trillion .
advances stood at Rs 24.87 trillion, up
52.6% year-on-year. The net interest
income rose by 50.31% to Rs
73,033.14 crore from Rs 48,586.81
crore during the same quarter of the
previous year, the management told
reporters in a concall Saturday.On a
consolidated basis net grew 33.17%
to Rs 16,474.85 crore in Q1FY25. On
the impact of merger and the resultant
transition to the revised asset
classification norms the bank made a
clean gain of Rs 482.87 crore after
transition to the revised norms for
classification,
operation of investment portfolio of
banks on April 1.Bank’s asset quality
improved
Balance sheet expanded with the merger
and not in actual percentage terms as
the provisions came down massively.
Loan provisions for the quarter stood at
Rs 2,602 crore, a reduction as against
Rs 13,511.64 crore in the last quarter
indicating that asset quality has only
improved

for transformation. The urban mobility
infrastructure and transport bases are
expected to resolve the last-mile problem,
greatly increasing revenues.

Indian Railways, as the largest landowner

in the country, has a unique opportunity to
diversify its portfolio. Utilising these
lands to generate revenue while offering
affordable rates to the public will be a key
focus area in the coming years. This
strategic diversification promises to be a
game-changer, delivering far-reaching
benefits for both the railways and the
public.

Expectations and future prospects

increase the

Gross

811

valuation and

Aryaman Tandon, Managing Partner for
Mobility, Energy, and Transportation at
Praxis Global Alliance, shared his
insights on the upcoming budget and its
implications for Indian Railways.

"As we approach the Union Budget 2024,
there is great anticipation regarding the
government's commitment to advancing
clean mobility and sustainability in
Indian Railways. In FY24, the overall
rail market stood at approximately US$
31 billion, with rail logistics and

transportation contributing US$ 22

billion and US$ 9 billion, respectively. In

FY24, e-rail accounted for 66% of the

total railway market and is expected to

reach 85% penetration by FY30, valuing
at approximately USS$ 49 billion out of an

expected total railway market of US$ 58

billion. This robust growth trajectory

underscores the critical role of green
initiatives."The budget allocations for

Indian Railways have consistently

increased, from US$ 19 billion in FY20 to

USS$ 29 billion in FY24, reflecting a

compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of

12%.

Kotak Bank profit up
81% to Rs 6,250 crore

MUMBAL. A stake sale in its general insurance
subsidiary has boosted standalone net income
of'the fourth largest private sector lender, Kotak
Mabhindra Bank, by 81% to Rs 6,250 crore, of
which as much as Rs 3,012 crore came in as the
one-time income from deal with Zurich
Insurance group that picked up 70% in the
company during June quarter. In April-June
quarter of last fiscal, it had booked only Rs
3,452 crore profit.That means keeping the
insurance stake aside, consolidating net profit
stood at Rs 4,435 crore, the bank said on
Saturday. Net interest income of the lender was
Rs 6,842 crore, 10% more than the Rs 6,234
crore it had in the same period last fiscal. In fact,
none of the numbers met the street expectations
as the bank’s business was hit by the RBI ban on
digital and mobile banking channels from the
middle of April for not meeting KYC
requirements and also for not fully securing
customer data from a technical angle.

“The RBI ban on digital and mobile banking
channels had quite an impact on financials —
saw temporary disruption on digital journeys,

business and credit cards, “ the

management told reporters at the earnings call
Saturday.

They claimed that they “have made major
progress during the quarter with respect to IT
infrastructure” but didn’t share any details.
They said in consultation with the RBI, they
have put together a plan in place with
Accenture, and Infosys for the tech
upgrade.“We have also started the the RBI
mandated external audit and have appointed
GT Bharat as external auditors in consultation
with the regulator.

Flight operations back to
normal after technical glitch

However, it added that
customers may still
experience delays and
schedule disruptions
over the weekend.

NEW DELHI. The Ministry of Civil
Aviation said on Saturday that flight
operations in the country are back to
normal a day after a global outage at
Microsoft had a severe impact on the
functioning of airlines and airports.

“Since 3 AM in the night, Airline systems
across airports have started working
normally. Flight operations are going
smoothly now. There is a backlog because
of disruptions yesterday, and it is getting
cleared gradually. By noon today, we
expect all issues to be resolved,” the
Aviation Ministry said.It added, “We are
constantly monitoring the operations at
our airports and also with the airlines
ensuring travel readjustments and refunds

are taken care of. We thank you for your
patience.”India’s largest airline IndiGo,
which had cancelled 200 flights on
Friday, said on Saturday that the global
outage that led to operational difficulties
is nearly resolved, and their teams have
made significant progress in restoring
normal operations. However, it added that
customers may still experience delays and
schedule disruptions over the
weekend. Among airports, the Delhi

Airport faced slight disruptions on
Saturday morning as the Digi Yatra
system remained non-operational. This
led to increased waiting time and
lingering queues earlier in the day. In
India, almost all the airlines and major
airports had a field day on Friday as it
became nearly impossible for them to
provide basic services such as online
booking, web check-ins and flight status
updates.Not only airports but the IT

industry, financial market and other
sectors also experienced a major
disruption in services. The National Stock
Exchange (NSE) said out of the
1400+trading members ecosystem, there
were 11 trading members who reported
disruptions to their operations, which
were either resolved during the day, or are
being resolved. Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMF]I) said the outage in
Microsoft services impacted five AMCs
which reported disruption to some
important functions but the issues were
resolved during the day.A new
Crowdstrike (cybersecurity software
firm) update was being cited as the cause
of the outage, which impacted Windows-
based desktops and laptops.

Airport faced disruptions on Saturday
morningAmong airports, Delhi Airport
faced slight disruptions on Saturday
morning as Digi Yatra system remained
non-operational. This led to increased
waiting time and lingering queues.
Almost all airlines and major airports had
a field day on Friday as it became nearly
impossible for them to provide basic
services
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Ujjain shop owners asked to display names,
phone numbers; penalty for violators
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The Ujjain
Municipal
Corporation has
mandated that shop
owners display their
names and mobile
numbers outside

their establishments,

New Delhi:

with fines of Rs
2.000 for the first

After Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand's 'mameplate' order along the
Kanwar Yatra route, the BJP-ruled Ujjain
Municipal Corporation has now directed
shop owners to display their names and
mobile numbers outside their
establishments.The order by Ujjain Mayor
Mukesh Tatwal also stated violators will
have to pay Rs 2,000 fine for the first offence
and Rs 5,000 if they defy this order for the
second time.The order is aimed at ensuring
safety and transparency and not intended to
target Muslim shop-keepers, the mayor said.

Tatwal also said the order to display names was

passed nearly a year back and was not
restricted to just Kanwar Yatra. However,
several eatery owners were found not
obeying the order and thus, the order was
passed again.According to Ujjain Collector
Neeraj Kumar Singh, hotel owners have also
been asked to mandatorily put a rate card

outside their eateries.
Offence and RS 5 OOO Ujjain, the hometown of Madhya Pradesh

for repeat violations.

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, is known for
its sacred Mahakal temple, attracting

devotees from around the globe, especially
during the Savaan month, which starts on
Monday.atwal told news agency PTI the
Mayor-in-Council of Ujjain had approved a
proposal for shopkeepers to display their
names on September 26, 2002, followed by
the Corporation House, and subsequently
sent it to the state government for objections

and formalities."All formalities have been
already completed. The implementation was
delayed as the nameplates were initially
required to be of the same size and colour.
Now, we have relaxed these terms.
Displaying the names and mobile numbers of
shopkeepers will suffice," he said.He
stressed that the measure is rooted in the MP

Shop Establishment Act or Gumasta License,
and it serves to enhance customer safety.

"Ujjain is a religious and holy city. People

come here with religious aastha (faith). They
have the right to know about the shopkeeper
whose services they are availing. If a
customer is dissatisfied or cheated, knowing
the shopkeeper's details allows them to seek
redress," the mayor said.

Ujjain, the hometown of Madhya Pradesh

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, is known for
its sacred Mahakal temple, attracting
devotees from around the globe, especially
during the Savaan month, which starts on
Monday.The city is set to host the Simhastha
(Kumbh) Mela in 2028, a significant
religious fair held every 12 years.

On Friday, the Uttar Pradesh government

extended this order statewide, while
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said similar instructions are already
in place in his state.The order has faced
criticism from opposition parties and some
members of the ruling alliance, who argue it
targets Muslim traders.

3 dead as boulders hit Kedarnath
hiking route amid heavy rain in
Uttarakhand

New Delhi: At least three people were dead, while two
others were injured as boulders rolled down onto the
Kedarnath hiking route in Uttarakhand.The incident
happened near Gauri Kund on Sunday.A rescue team
had reached the spot soon after receiving information
about the incident.

In an X post, Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
expressed grief over the incident and said he was in
touch with officials."The news of some pilgrims getting
injured due to debris and heavy stones falling from the
hill near the Kedarnath Yatra route is very sad. Relief
and rescue work is going on at the site of the accident. I
am constantly in touch with the officials in this regard,"
arough translation of Dhami's tweet in Hindi suggested.

"I have given instructions to provide better treatment to
the people injured in the accident immediately. May
God grant the departed souls a place in His feet and give
strength to the bereaved family to bear this immense
sorrow," the Chief Minister said.

On July 19, the Tanakpur Champawat National Highway
was blocked due to debris triggered by a landslide,
following intermittent rainfallEarlier on July 10, the
road was blocked due to a landslide on the hill near the
Patal Ganga Langsi tunnel on the Badrinath National
Highway.Traffic was partially resumed on the
Badrinath National Highway near Joshimath after it
was blocked due to a landslide.Heavy rain in parts of
Uttarakhand over the past few days has triggered
landslides in the hills, with the highway to Badrinath
blocked at several points by rubble.

RSS-backed Muslim outfit
welcomes 'nameplate’ order
for Kanwar Yatra in UP

New Delhi: As soon as Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath made it mandatory for eatery and
stall owners on Kanwar routes across UP to put
'nameplates', voices of protest were heard at many
places.Some NDA allies also objected to the move.

In an emergency meeting called by RSS-backed
Muslim Rashtriya Manch (MRM) on Saturday, it was
decided that the Muslim community would welcome
the Kanwariyas with open hearts.

The meeting also held it was time to give a befitting
reply to the Opposition's agenda, frustrated with their
consistent defeats in elections.The meeting saw
nationwide participation via an online platform,
gathering representatives from Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand, Bengal,
North East, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and
Karnataka.The MRM emphasised the importance of
resisting opposition efforts aiming to disrupt national
harmony due to political frustrations. MRM workers
were encouraged to maintain social unity and firmly
counter any attempts to disturb the nation's
peace.Prominent speakers at the meeting included
activists, officers, educationists, doctors, and social
workers, all committed to adhering to the guidelines
of Yogi Adityanath.They stressed the importance of
transparency and social harmony, with shops and
carts selling fruits, flowers, and refreshments clearly
displaying their names.The Muslim Rashtriya Manch
assured that Muslim vendors would respect Hindu
faith purity requirements, reinforcing the country's
Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb and ensuring cultural respect
continues.The forum criticised Opposition leaders
Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav for allegedly
attempting to misrepresent Yogi Adityanath's
directives. The Muslim community pledged to
uphold their Hindu brothers' faith with dignity.

National Women's Board memers, including Dr Shalini
Ali and Reshma Hussain, highlighted that love for the
country is paramount in Islam.

Drawing parallels with Hindu communities' support
during Muharram and Ramadan, they affirmed that
Muslim vendors would offer the same respect and
care for the Kanwariyas.Manch reasserted the
Muslim community's commitment to organising
annual camps and langars for Lord Shiva devotees,
demonstrating India's enduring unity and mutual
respect, regardless of opposition efforts.

UP Train Derailment Probe Blames
Negligence Of Engmeenng Section

New Delhi: An investigative report has
revealed that negligence by the
railway engineering section was the
primary cause of the derailment of the
15904 Chandigarh-Dibrugarh
Express in Uttar Pradesh's Gonda
district, sources have said.At least
four people were killed and several
injured on Thursday in the accident
that happened in Pikaura when the
train was en route to Assam's
Dibrugarh from Chandigarh.

senior railway officials, as per the
sources, has revealed that a trackman,
performing the duties of a keyman at
Jhilahi, had warned a junior engineer
(JE) about a defect on the track
between Motiganj and Jhilahi
approximately an hour before the

Day Ahead Of
Raises Key

New Delhi: The anticipation for the
upcoming Budget Session of
Parliament heightened today as leaders

accident. However, the section officer
failed to show caution, leading to the
Dibrugarh Express derailing at high
speed.

The investigation report prepared by The committee report also stated that the

rail track's fastening was not in good
condition, and the officers failed to
protect the site or put up caution signs
despite being informed prior, the
sources mentioned.After taking
statements from the train driver,
manager, station master, and other

employees and conducting a
technical inspection of the accident
site, a team of six North Eastern
Railway (NER) officers concluded
that the engineering department's
negligence was responsible for the
train accident.Due to the absence of a
caution board, the Dibrugarh Express
passed over the compromised track at
aspeed of 80 km per hour instead of the
recommended 30 km/hr, resulting in
the derailment at 2.28 p.m., after
which, at 2.30 p.m. the Motiganj
station master was given a caution
memo about the issue. The Chief Public
Relations Officer of the North Eastern
Railway Zone, Alok Shrivastav,
however, said that an investigation was
underway and a conclusion cannot be
drawnyet.

Budget Session, Opposition
Issues At All-Party Meet

strongly for special category status for
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, and Odisha
respectively.

from gathered to discuss pressing Another issue that featured prominently

issues and their expectations from the
Budget, which will be
presented on July 23. Except
for Trinamool Congress
(TMC), all Opposition parties
were present at the meeting
and urged the government to
ensure that they are allowed to
raise their issues in Parliament.
Congress leaders, including
Jairam Ramesh and K Suresh,

during the meeting was the controversy

pressed for the appointment of i St = i ',

a Deputy Speaker from the _
Opposition ranks in the Lok
Sabha. Sources indicate that
Congress also raised objections over
the NEET paper leak issue.

YSR Congress, Janata Dal (United) and
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) advocated

surrounding the Kanwar Yatra, an
annual pilgrimage by Lord Shiva
devotees.The controversy began when
the Uttar Pradesh government issued

an order requiring food establishments
along the Kanwar Yatra route to display
the names of their owners.

This move, intended to ensure
transparency and accountability, has
been perceived by many as a
veiled attempt to identify and
potentially target Muslim-
owned businesses.The session
begins on Monday and will
have 19 sittings till August 12
when the government is
expected to present six bills,
including the one to replace the
90-year-old Aircraft Act, and
also get Parliament's nod for the
budget of Jammu and Kashmir,
which isunder central rule.

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman will also table the

Economic Survey in Parliament on

Monday, and follow it up with the

Union Budget on Tuesday.

Somnath Bharti challenges
Bansuri Swaraj's Lok Sabha
election win in High Court

New Delhi:AAP leader Somnath Bharti on
Saturday approached the Delhi High Court
challenging BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj's election
in the Lok Sabha polls 2024 on the grounds of
alleged corrupt practices.Justice Manmeet PS
Arora is scheduled to hear the election petition
on July 22.The plea said while Bharti secured
3,74,815 votes, Swaraj got 4,53,185 votes as
per the returning officer. They both contested
from the New Delhi Parliamentary
Constituency and Swaraj was declared as
winner.

The present election petition is being filed by the
petitioner (Bharti) under Section 80 and 81 of
the Representation of the People Act
challenging the election of the respondent no.1
(Swaraj) as a Member of House of the people
from the New Delhi Parliamentary
Constituency on the grounds of 'corrupt
practices' indulged into by the respondentno.1,
her election agent and other persons with the
consent of the respondent during the course of
the Lok Sabha election 2024 held on May 25,
2024," the plea said.The plea alleged that
former AAP minister Raaj Kumar Anand, who
was though a candidate set up by the Bahujan
Samaj Party but in reality he was set up by
Swaraj's party to help her against the petitioner.

It said Anand was a minister in the Aam Aadmi
Party's government in Delhi and was active in
campaigning for Bharti till April 9 and suddenly
he resigned from the party on April 10.Anand
contested the election on the ticket of Bahujan
Samaj Party to help Swaraj by cutting into the
vote share and later on July 10, he joined the
BJP, the plea alleged."On the election day, that
is, May 5, 2024, the petitioner, during his visits
to different booths across New Delhi
Parliamentary Constituency, was shocked to
see that booth agents of the respondent no. 1 had
her pamphlets displaying her ballot number,
photo, election symbol and photo of PM Sri
Narendra Modi and was showing the same to
the voters who had lined up in the booth to vote
and asking them to vote for Ballotno.1 and such
an act certainly qualifies to be a corrupt
practice. This was also reported to the
respondent no. 3 (returning officer) but all in
vain," the plea claimed.

'Critical Flaws In Methodology": Centre

New Delhi: Calling it a "gross and
misleading overestimate", the centre on
Saturday refuted claims of excess
mortality during the Covid-19 pandemic
in India, as stated in a study led by Indian-
origin researchers from Oxford
University and published in the US-based
academic journal Science Advances.

The study showed that India experienced
17% higher or 1.19 million more deaths
in 2020 than the previous year -- eight
times higher than the official number of
Covid deaths in India, and 1.5 times
higher than the World Health
Organization's estimates.The findings
"are based on untenable and unacceptable
estimates. The paper published today is
methodologically flawed and shows
results that are untenable and
unacceptable,”" the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW) said.

Deaths in India "increased by 4.74 lakh in
the year 2020 compared to 2019," said the
ministry, sharing data based on the
"highly robust" Civil Registration

Slams Study On Excess Covid Deaths

5)."There are critical flaws in
methodology," as the study is based only
on 23 per cent of households from part of
14 states from the NFHS survey between
January and April 2021."It cannot be
considered representative of the
country", it said that the "nature of the
estimates is erroneous."Citing the data
from India's Sample Registration System
(SRS) which covers around 84 lakh
population in 24 lakh households in 8,842
sample units spread across 36 States/UTs
in the country, the ministry noted that
India had "very little, if any, excess
mortality in 2020 compared with 2019
data (crude death rate 6.0/1000 in 2020,

System (CRS) -- a national portal for
registering birth and death events."There
was a similar increase of 4.86 lakh and
6.90 lakh in death registration in the year
2018 and 2019 over the respective
previous years," it added.It noted that all
excess deaths are not attributable to the
pandemic and may include mortality due
to all causes.The increase is also due to

"an increasing trend of death registration
in CRS (it was 92 per cent in 2019) and a
larger population base in the succeeding
year," the MoHFW said, adding that India
recorded "about 5.3 lakh deaths due to
Covid-19."Further, the ministry slammed
the authors' claim to follow the standard
methodology of analysing the National
Family Health Survey-5 NFHS-

crude death rate 6.0/1000 in 2019) and no
reduction in life expectancy."The
MoHFW said that contrary to the study
claims of higher female mortality,
"research data from cohorts and registries
consistently shows higher mortality due
to Covid-19 in males than females (2:1)
and in older age groups (several-fold
higher in> 60 years olds.
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Man in custody after 4 found dead
in New York apartment: Police

New York The New York Police Department says it has
taken a man into custody in connection with the deaths
of a grandmother, a mother and her two children in the
family’s Brooklyn apartment.

Police said in a statement Saturday that officers responded
to a report late Friday night of an assault, and found the
oldest victim dead with multiple stab wounds. Police
identified her as Fayzieva Mavlyuda, 56, and said she
was the grandmother of the two youngest victims.

The NYPD did not specify the injuries of the other three
victims found dead in the home: Maftuna Khakimova,
27, and her two children; Kamila Shavkatova, 5, and
Timur Shavkatov, 4. Police identified the same
Bensonhurst neighbourhood home address for all four of
the victims.NYPD officials declined to detail who
reported the attack or what relation they had to the family.

The name of the man in custody, aged 24, was not
immediately released. Police said he was being
investigated and processed, but he had not been arrested
as of Saturday morning.

July's Buck Moon will become a
Supermoon in August: All you need

to know

world. A full Moon, known as the Buck Moon, will peak
in illumination early Sunday morning, offering a
stunning view in the summer night sky. The Buck Moon
is named after the antlers of bucks that grow during this
time of year, will reach its peak at 6:17 am EDT(
approximately 3 pm IST). The best time for viewing will
be in the pre-dawn hours.According to the Farmers'
Almanac, this full Moon is also referred to as the
Thunder Moon or the Hay Moon. This Moon will appear
average in size compared to the micromoons and
Supermoons seen throughout the year.

"The first moon landing was in the afternoon on (July 20,
1969), and then they did the moonwalk that night,"
Noah Petro, chief of Nasa’s Planetary Geology,
Geophysics and Geochemistry Laboratory said.
"There's no better way to celebrate that than by going
outside and looking at the full moon and toasting Neil
(Armstrong), Buzz (Aldrin), and Michael Collins, and
all the people who helped make Apollo 11 a reality 55
years ago."Clear skies will allow the Moon to become
visible in the southeast sky during the early evening,
according to astronomers. Additionally, Nasa suggests
looking out for Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, and Uranus,
although binoculars or a telescope might be necessary to
see all the planets clearly.Although the Buck Moon will
reach its fullest phase on Sunday morning, it will appear
nearly full until Tuesday morning.In August, the Moon
will appear brighter and larger due to its status as a
Supermoon. Supermoons occur a few times a year when
the Moon reaches perigee, its closest point to Earth,
which will be less than 230,000 miles away. This
increased proximity causes higher-than-normal tides,
often called King Tides, which can result in coastal
flooding. The peak of the Buck Moon coincides with the
55th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission, when
astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the
first humans to walk on the Moon on July 20.

When Xi Jinping wrote 'beautiful
note' for Trump after assassination
attempt

Washington. Former US President Donald Trump said
on Saturday that Chinese President Xi Jinping wrote
him a note after the Republican presidential nominee
suffered a gunshot wound to his ear during an
assassination attempt last week."(Xi) wrote me a
beautiful note the other day when he heard about what
happened," Trump told a crowd in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, in his first campaign rally since narrowly
escaping the July 13 assassination attempt.Trump
mentioned Xi's letter while discussing his economic
policy toward China during his presidency, adding, "I
got along very well with President Xi."The former US

President also referenced messages from other world
leaders following the shooting at a rally in
Pennsylvania.

Trump on Thursday accepted the Republican Party's
nomination to be its candidate in the November 5
presidential election.

South Korea's First Lady in trouble
over Dior bag worth Rs 1.84 lakh

Seoul. South Korea's first lady Kim Keon Hee has been
questioned over allegations of stock manipulation and
graft involving a $2,200 (approximately Rs 1,84,800)
luxury handbag, the prosecution said on Sunday.The
questioning comes as the opposition calls for a special
probe into the first lady, who has been under scrutiny
for accepting a Dior bag in violation of government
ethics rules, and for her alleged role in a stock
manipulation scheme.Prosecutors conducted "face-to-
face questioning” of Kim on Saturday, the Seoul
Central District Prosecutors' Office said in a
statement.Hidden camera footage released last year
appeared to show Kim accepting a $2,200
(approximately Rs 1,84,800) luxury designer handbag,
an act that was later dubbed the "Dior bag scandal" by
local papers.The scandal hit President Yoon Suk Yeol's
already-low approval ratings, contributing to a stinging
defeat for his party in general elections in April as it
failed to win back a parliamentary majority.Such a gift
would violate South Korean law, which bans public
officials and their spouses from accepting anything
worth more than$750 (Rs 63,000)Kim's aide told
investigators earlier this month that the first lady
told her to return the bag on the same day she had
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20 killed, several missing as flash floods batter China

At least 20 people have died _

while several others have
been missing in northern

and southwest China after a

week of deadly downpours

across the country.

Beijing. Flash floods in northern and
southwest China have killed at least 20
people and left dozens missing, state
media said Saturday, after a week of

across the

country.Several vehicles in northwestern

Shaanxi province plunged into a swollen

river late Friday after a bridge collapsed,

with at least 12 people killed and over 30

missing, state news agency Xinhua

reported.Initial investigations indicated
that 17 cars and eight trucks had fallen
into the river in the city of Shangluo,

Xinhua said.Images on state television

showed a partially submerged section of

the bridge with the river rushing over

deadly downpours

and stop the car".

Xinhua

it.One witness told local media that he
had approached the bridge but that other
drivers started "yelling at me to brake

"A truck in front of me didn't stop"
plunged into the water, the witness,
surnamed Meng, said.Chinese President
Xi Jinping has urged "all-out rescue and
relief efforts" to find those still missing,

said.Meanwhile,

southwestern Sichuan province, more

town of Ya'an,
and

injuries, it added.

in

North Korea sends more trash-filled
balloons to South as feud escalates

Seoul, North Korea launched more
balloons likely carrying rubbish
toward South Korea on Sunday, two
days after the South restarted blaring
anti-Pyongyang propaganda
broadcasts across the border in
retaliation for the North's repeated
balloon campaigns, Seoul officials
said.South Korea's Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the North Korean balloons
were flying north of Seoul, the South
Korean capital, after crossing the
border.It said the South Korean
public should be alert for falling
objects and report to police and
military authorities if they see any
balloons fallen on the ground.
North Korea's latest balloon flying is
threatening to escalate tensions on
the Korean Peninsula. South Korea
earlier warned it would conduct
loudspeaker broadcasts in a fuller
manner and take other stronger steps if
North Korea continues provocations
like balloon launches.Since late May,

North Korea has floated numerous
balloons on a series of launch events to
drop scraps of cloth, cigarette butts,
waste batteries and even manure on
South Korea, though they caused no
major damage in South Korea.North
Korea said the initial balloons were

launched in response to South Korean
activists sending political leaflets to
the North via their own balloons. North
Korea views South Korean civilian
leafleting activities as a major threat to

its leadership as the country prohibits
official access to foreign news for most
ofits 26 million people, experts say.

In a statement Tuesday, Kim Yo Jong, the
powerful sister of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un, warned that South
Korean "scum" must be ready to
pay "a gruesome and dear price"
over the leafleating activities.
She said more South Korean
leaflets had been found in North
Korea. That raised concerns
North Korea could stage
physical provocations, rather
than balloon launches.

In response to North Korea's
balloon campaigns, South Korea
responded by suspending a 2018
tension-reduction deal with
North Korea, a step required for

it to restart propaganda broadcasts and

conduct front-line live-fire military
drills at border areas. On June 9, South

Korea made propaganda broadcasts

for two hours at the border.

With Al, jets and police squadrons, Paris is
securing Olympics — and worrying critics

PARIS. A year ago, the head of the Paris
Olympics boldly declared that France's
capital would be “ the safest place in
the world " when the Games open this
Friday. Tony Estanguet’s confident
forecast looks less far-fetched now
with squadrons of police patrolling
Paris' streets, fighter jets and soldiers
primed to scramble, and imposing
metal-fence security barriers erected
like an iron curtain on both sides of the
River Seine that will star in the opening
show.France's vast police and military
operation is in large part because the
July 26-Aug 11 Games face
unprecedented security challenges.
The city has repeatedly suffered deadly
extremist attacks and international
tensions are high because of the wars in
Ukraine and Gaza.Rather than build an
Olympic park with venues grouped
outside of the city center, like Rio de
Janeiro in 2016 or London in 2012,
Paris has chosen to host many of the
events in the heart of the bustling
capital of 2 million inhabitants, with

others dotted around suburbs that
house millions more. Putting
temporary sports arenas in public
spaces and the unprecedented choice
to stage a river-borne opening
ceremony stretching for kilometers
(miles) along the Seine, makes
safeguarding them more complex.
Olympic organizers also have
cyberattack concerns, while rights
campaigners and Games critics are
worried about Paris' use of Al-
equipped surveillance technology and
the broad scope and scale of Olympic
security.Paris, in short, has a lot riding
on keeping 10,500 athletes and
millions of visitors safe. Here's how it
aims to do it.The security operation, by
the numbersA Games-time force of up
to 45,000 police and gendarmes is also
backed up by a 10,000-strong
contingent of soldiers that has set up
the largest military camp in Paris since
World War II, from which soldiers
should be able to reach any of the city's
Olympic venues within 30 minutes.

Armed military patrols aboard vehicles
and on foot have become common in
crowded places in France since
gunmen and suicide bombers acting in
the names of al-Qaida and the Islamic
State group repeatedly struck Paris in
2015. They don't have police powers of
arrest but can tackle attackers and
restrain them until police arrive. For
visitors from countries where armed
street patrols aren't the norm, the sight
of soldiers with assault rifles might be
jarring, just as it was initially for
people in France.““At the beginning, it
was very strange for them to see us and
they were always avoiding our
presence, making a detour,” said Gen.
Eric Chasboeuf, deputy commander of
the counter-terror military force, called
Sentinelle.

“Now, it's in the landscape," he
said.Rafale fighter jets, airspace-
monitoring AWACS surveillance
flights, Reaper surveillance drones,
helicopters that can carry
sharpshooters,.

than 30 people were reported missing
Saturday after a violent thunderstorm
caused flash flooding overnight in the
according to
Xinhua.Eight bodies had been recovered
as of Saturday evening, while four
people were rescued without serious

On Friday, state media had reported at least
five people dead and eight missing after
the rains sparked flooding and mudslides

in Shaanxi's Baoji city.

State television broadcast images of
neighbourhoods completely flooded by
muddy water, with excavators and
residents attempting to clear the
damage.

Extreme weatherThe semi-desert
province of Gansu, which neighbours
Shaanxi, and Henan in central China
were also hit by heavy rains this
week.In Henan's Nanyang city, the
equivalent of a year's worth of rain fell
at the start of the week, CCTV said.And
in Sichuan province, two people were
reported killed and seven others
missing Friday after heavy rain
triggered landslides, Xinhua said.

China is enduring a summer of extreme
weather, with heavy rains across the
east and south coming as much of the
north has sweltered under successive

heatwaves.Climate change, which

scientists say is exacerbated by
greenhouse gas emissions, is making
such extreme weather phenomena more

frequent and more intense.In May, a

highway in southern China collapsed

after days of rain, leaving 48 dead.This
month, a tornado passed through a town

in eastern China, killing one, injuring 79

and causing major damage.

Bangladesh court to rule on job

quotas that sparked unrest

DHAKA. Bangladesh's top court was due to rule
Sunday on the future of civil service hiring rules
that sparked nationwide clashes between police
and university students, killing 151 people.

What began as a protest against politicised
admission quotas for sought-after government
jobs snowballed this week into some of the worst
unrest of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's tenure.

Soldiers were patrolling cities across Bangladesh
after riot police failed to restore order, while a
nationwide internet blackout since Thursday has
drastically restricted the flow of information to
the outside world.The Supreme Court was in
session on Sunday ahead of an expected verdict
on whether to abolish the contentious job quotas.

Hasina, whose opponents accuse her government of
bending the judiciary to her will, hinted to the
public this week that the scheme would be
scrapped.But after the mounting crackdown and a
rising death toll, a favourable verdict is unlikely to
mollify white-hot public anger.

"It's not about the rights of the students anymore,"
business owner Hasibul Sheikh, 24, told AFP at
the scene of a Saturday street protest, held in the
capital Dhaka in defiance of a nationwide curfew.

"Our demand is one point now, and that's the
resignation of the government."The catalyst for
this month's unrest is a system that reserves more
than half of civil service posts for specific groups,
including children of veterans from the country's
1971 liberation war against Pakistan.

Critics say the scheme benefits families loyal to
Hasina, 76, who has ruled the country since 2009
and won her fourth consecutive election in
January after a vote without genuine opposition.

Hasina's government is accused by rights groups of
misusing state institutions to entrench its hold on
power and stamp out dissent, including by the
extrajudicial killing of opposition activists.

'Made the situation worse'With Bangladesh unable
to provide adequate employment opportunities
for its 170 million people, the quota scheme is a
pronounced source of resentment among young
graduates facing an acute jobs crisis.Hasina
inflamed tensions this month by likening
protesters to the Bangladeshis who had
collaborated with Pakistan during the country's
1971 independence war."Rather than try to
address the protesters' grievances, the
government's actions have made the situation
worse," Crisis Group's Asia director Pierre
Prakash told AFP.Hasina had been due to leave the
country on Sunday for a diplomatic tour to Spain
and Brazil but abandoned her plans after a week of
escalating violence.Since Tuesday at least 151
people, including several police officers, have
been killed in clashes around the country,
according to an AFP count of victims reported by
police and hospitals.Curfew extended

Police have arrested several members of the main
opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
and Students Against Discrimination, the main
protest organising group.

US asks its citizens not to travel to
Bangladesh amid violent quotc stir

"Travellers should not

travel to Bangladesh due to

ongoing civil unrest in
Dhaka," the US State
Department said in an

advisory.

Washington The US State Department said

on Saturday it has raised Bangladesh's

travel advisory to level four, which urges
people to not travel to the Asian country
due to what Washington described as
"civil unrest" amid ongoing protests.The
State Department also said it authorised
the voluntary departure of non-
emergency US government employees
and family members in Bangladesh.

Massive protests have broken out in
Bangladesh over student anger against
quotas that set aside 30 per cent of
government jobs for the families of those
who fought for independence from
Pakistan.Police have fired tear gas to
scatter protesters in some areas while the

A government has banned public gatherings,

neighbouring areas,

imposed a curfew. Dozens have been
killed in the past week."Travellers should
not travel to Bangladesh due to ongoing
civil unrest in Dhaka. Demonstrations
and violent clashes have been reported
throughout the city of Dhaka, its
and throughout
Bangladesh," the State Department said

provision of routine consular services," it
added.The State Department also said
that due to security concerns, US
Embassy personnel in Bangladesh are
subject to some movement and travel
restrictions, which could limit their
ability to provide emergency services to
US citizens in Bangladesh.The United
States and Canada have called on
Bangladesh to uphold the right to
peaceful protest and expressed concern
over violence that has occurred in the
country inrecent days.

Students have protested over public sector
job quotas, which include a 30 per cent
reservation for family members of
fighters from the 1971 War of
Independence from Pakistan. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said the
government would form a judicial
committee to investigate the killings.

The quotas have caused anger among
students who face high youth
unemployment rates, with nearly 32
million young Bangladeshis not in work

received it, but she had forgotten to, according to
Yonhap news agency.

in a statement."Due to the security
situation, there may be a delay in

imposed communications restrictions,
deployed the army in some parts and

day earlier, the department had urged
people to reconsider travel to the country.

or education out of a total population of
170 million people.
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Hasan Ali reacts to reports of India
not touring Pakistan for Champions
Trophy

New Delhi. Reacting to the reports of India
potentially not traveling to Pakistan for the
2025 Champions Trophy, star Pakistani
pacer Hasan Ali asserted that if the ICC
tournament is slated to be held in Pakistan, it
should proceed as planned, even without
India's participation. Pakistan are set to host
the 2025 edition of the ICC Champions
Trophy, an eight-team tournament scheduled
to commence on February 19 in Karachi.
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore is slated to host
the final on March 9. Three venues in
Pakistan have been shortlisted to host the
tournament matches, which last took place in
2017.

Reports suggest that the Indian cricket team
may not travel to Pakistan for the upcoming
tournament due to ongoing political tensions.
The Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) is considering requesting the
International Cricket Council (ICC) to
relocate their matches to Sri Lanka or Dubai.
Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates are
considered the leading candidates as backup
venues for the ICC Champions Trophy 2025.

India have not played a bilateral series in
Pakistan since the 2008 Asia Cup due to
strained political relations. The last series
between the two teams was hosted in India
from December 2012 to January 2013. Since
then, their encounters have been limited to
ICC tournaments and Asia Cups. Pakistan
won the ICC Champions Trophy in 2017,
while India claimed the title in 2013, in
addition to their 2002 win when they shared
the trophy with Sri Lanka.Hasan Ali
expressed his views on Samaa TV, stating, "If
we're going to India to play, then they should
come to Pakistan too. Many people have said
countless times that sports should stay away
from politics. But if you look at it from
another angle, many Indian players have said
in interviews that they want to play in
Pakistan. So, it doesn't mean that the team
doesn't want to come; they definitely do. But
obviously, they have their own policies,
country, and board to consider."

Hasan further emphasized, "As our (PCB)
chairman has already said, if the Champions
Trophy is going to be held in Pakistan, then it
will be in Pakistan. If India doesn't want to
come, we'll play without them. Cricket
should be played in Pakistan, and if India
doesn't want to participate, it doesn't mean
cricket has ended. There are many other
teams besides India."

Chris Woakes warns England
against complacency in
Nottingham Test: Have to kick on

New Delhi. Chris Woakes said that England
cannot afford to take a backseat and relax in
their second Test against the West Indies. At
Trent Bridge in Nottingham, the home team
has alead of 207 runs with seven wickets left
in their second innings. Joe Root and Harry
Brook’s unbeaten 108-run stand have put the
Three Lions in a healthy position after
England conceded a lead of 41 runs in the
first innings.

ENG vs WI Day 3 Highlights

Woakes said that West Indies have the
potential to turn the match on its head.
Woakes said that if Root and Brook carry on
and build a big partnership, England would
be in a commanding position. But Woakes is
also aware of the visitors fancying their
chances and making inroads into the English
batting lineup early on Day 4.

We have to kick on again’

“I never like to say we’re in front in a Test,
because half an hour can go against us, and
we’re behind the game again. The fourth
morning will be huge. If that partnership is
extended to 150 or 200, then we’re taking
the game away. If West Indies take quick
wickets they will feel ahead again,” Woakes
said in the post-day press conference.We
have to kick on again on Sunday to take the
game away from West Indies. Naturally, we
want as many runs as possible and there’s
still two days to play,” Woakes said.

Woakes mentioned that England would want
to have a crack at the West Indies batting on
Day 5 when the pitch shows signs of
indifferent bounce.“We want to be bowling
at them as much as possible on day five,
when the pitch could wear a little. Sunday is
a big day for us, to build the lead up to 250
and 300, then hopefully we can make it
really big,” Woakes added.

Annu Rani, Jyothi Yarraji warm
up for Paris Olympics at Warsaw
athletics meet

New Delhi. Reigning Asian Games champion
Annu Rani and Indian sprinter Rajesh
Ramesh clinched victories in their respective
events at the Warszawskie Zawody
Lekkoatletyczne 2024 athletics meet on
Saturday. The event saw a strong
performance by Indian athletes as they
prepared for the Paris 2024 Olympics. In the
women’s javelin throw, Annu Rani emerged
victorious with a throw of 58.70m in her fifth
attempt, significantly surpassing Poland's
Amelia Bielak’s best throw of 35.35m. The
31-year-old Annu, who is an eight-time
national champion and holds the Indian
national record of 63.82m, demonstrated her
consistency and prowess once again. Her
season's best of 60.68m, achieved in
Germany two months ago, remains one of
her top performances this year, though still
shy of Colombian athlete Flor Ruiz’s world-
leading mark of 66.70m.In the track events,
Jyothi Yarraji excelled in the women’s 100m
hurdles qualifiers, clocking 13.29s to secure
the top spot. However, she opted out of the
final race. Yarraji, the reigning Asian
champion, equaled her national record of
12.78s in May this year. She also participated
inthe women’s 200m event, finishing second
with a time of 23.53, behind compatriot
Kiran Pahal, who clocked 23.33.

Hardik P
public ap

«Hardik Pandya was tight-lipped
about personal and professional
upheavals

«Hardik Pandya opened up on his
commitment to fitness and training

« When our body does not get tired,
our mind gets tired: Hardik Pandya

New Delhi. India's all-rounder Hardik
Pandya remained composed and tight-
lipped about recent personal and T20I
captaincy snub while revealing his fitness
mantra Saturday. Notably, Pandya and
Natasa Stankovic officially announced their
separation after four years of marriage. This
news followed closely on the heels of
Pandya losing out to Suryakumar Yadav in
the race to become the captain of the Indian
T20 team for the upcoming tour of Sri
Lanka. Despite these setbacks, Pandya
chose to focus on fitness in his public
appearance."When our body does not get
tired, our mind gets tired. So, so many times

andya talks up fitness in first

pearance after captaincy snub

in my life, the difference between when I
was able to push my limits was always the
fact that when my mind gets tired, [ would
tell my body to just push because you will
always have extra effort in your body,"
Pandya said. "The difference between, if
youdo 20 and if I do 20, we are on the same

level. But if I push to 25 and if I challenge . _

my mindset, next time I'm going to do 25,
next time I'm going to do 30," he
added.Ironically, his chances of becoming
the captain have diminished owing to
concerns around fitness, due to which he
has not been able to play all three formats of
the game and bowl extensively in limited-
overs cricket, especially in ODIs. Earlier
this month, Pandya celebrated with the T20
World Cup-winning team during an open
bus victory parade, soaking in the adoration
of lakhs of fans. However, in the weeks since
that triumph, Pandya has faced significant
personal and professional losses.India's T20
World Cup vice-captain Pandya was seen as
a potential successor to Rohit Sharma, but
the news of his removal from the leadership
role almost coincided with his divorce
announcement. Despite these events,
Pandya maintained his composure during
the brand launch with Fancode, focusing on
his fitness journey and sharing his

experiences. Only a few months ago, Pandya
faced criticism from fans for replacing Rohit
as Mumbai Indians' captain. He remained
silent amidst the backlash until he turned
things around with a stellar performance in
India's World Cup win. Reflecting on his
journey, Pandya shared his philosophy of
pushing limits."The point that it is very, very
important to sometimes clean your mind as
well, that your body has much more than
what you can think and that video (he
watched as a 16-year-old) stayed with me for
so long that, every time in my life, when my
trainer is telling me to do 10 push-ups, I've
always ended up doing 15," the 30-year-old
shared. "And that has pushed my limits and I
think slowly, everyone who wants to start
with a fitness journey they should focus on
that," said Pandya, adding that his highest

Olympics: Tech outage was good test
for Paris Games systems, says 10C

New Delhi. A recent global tech outage,
which disrupted operations across various
sectors, has inadvertently served as a
valuable test for the systems in place for
the upcoming Paris Olympics, the
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
announced on Saturday. The incident was
triggered by a software update from
CrowdStrike, a leading global
cybersecurity firm. The update caused
widespread system issues, grounding
flights, forcing broadcasters off the air,
and leaving customers without access to
essential services such as healthcare and
banking. The Paris Games organizers were
also affected."Yes, there were some
significant problems in the morning, but it
was pretty well dealt with," said 10C
spokesperson Mark Adams. "It was quite a
good rehearsal." The Paris Games are set to
open on July 26. This is not the first time the
Olympics have faced tech failures or
cyberattacks. The Pyeongchang 2018
Winter Olympics were also targeted by
cyberattacks. "Cyberattacks are part of
everyone's daily lives. The Olympic Games
are a huge target, obviously," Adams stated.
"We have a huge amount of safeguards in

place. I would not go into detail even if I
could explain it. We have been assured by
our people and partners that we are very,
very prepared."Adams emphasized the
importance of preparedness, referencing
the close call in Pyeongchang. "You can
never be too prepared. We have every
confidence we know how to deal with it." In
addition to discussing preparations for the
Paris Games, Adams mentioned that
France's bid for the 2030 Winter Games,
which will be voted on at the IOC session
next week, was also a topic of discussion at
the IOC executive board meeting on
Saturday."Yes, there were some significant
problems in the morning, but it was pretty

well dealt with," said I0C
spokesperson Mark Adams. "It was
quite a good rehearsal." The Paris
Games are set to open on July 26.
This is not the first time the
Olympics have faced tech failures or
cyberattacks. The Pyeongchang
2018 Winter Olympics were also
targeted by cyberattacks.
"Cyberattacks are part of everyone's
daily lives. The Olympic Games are
a huge target, obviously," Adams
stated. "We have a huge amount of
safeguards in place. I would not go into
detail even if I could explain it. We have
been assured by our people and partners that
we are very, very prepared."Adams
emphasized the importance of preparedness,
referencing the close call in Pyeongchang.
"You can never be too prepared. We have
every confidence we know how to deal with
it." In addition to discussing preparations for
the Paris Games, Adams mentioned that
France's bid for the 2030 Winter Games,
which will be voted on at the IOC session
next week, was also a topic of discussion at
the IOC executive board meeting on
Saturday.

Did You Know Swimmer Emma McKeon
Australia’s most successful Olympic athlete

New Delhi, For Emma McKeon, it
started with a heartbreak and is set to
end on a high in the Paris Olympics
2024. The Australian swimmer,
agonisingly, fell short of a berth in the
London Olympics in 2012 when she
was 17 years old. The jolt was big
enough for the then youngster to take a
break from swimming. But once she
returned to the pool, she kept growing
in stature and amassing
records.McKeon was in her early 20s
when she took the part in the Rio
Olympics in 2016, but she did not let
pressure bog her down. She won the
gold medal in the 4x100-metre
freestyle relay with a timing of 3:30:65,
which also turned out to be a world record.
She won silvers in the 4x200-metre
freestyle and 4x100-metre medley with
timings of 7:44:87 and 3:55:00
respectively.Moreover, she won a bronze in
the 200-metre freestyle with a timing of

1:54:92. However, it was at the Tokyo
Olympics three years ago when McKeon
etched her name in the books ofhistory.

Emma McKeon’s record spree
She won seven medals (four gold and three

bronze) and also made a world record of
3:29:69 in the 4x100-metre freestyle relay.
McKeon became the first swimmer and only

the second female athlete after
gymnast Maria Gorokhovskaya
n 1952 to win seven medals in a
single edition of the Olympics.

McKeon made the record for most
medals won by an Australian
(11) in the Olympics, going past
the legendary Ian Thorpe (9).
She is also tied with Thorpe for
most gold medals (5) by an
Australian in the quadrennial
event.

‘Swim faster than ever’

McKeon recently confirmed the
upcoming Olympics would be
her last in the showpiece event.

The 30-year-old said that she would be

putting in her best efforts in her swansong.“I

think swimming will always be a part of my
life and has been for my whole life so far.

But this will definitely be my last Olympics,

so I'm excited for that,” McKeon told

Olympics.com.

score in the Yo-Yo test has been 21.7, just
shy of the upper limit."Start pushing your
barrier every single day because the
human body is such a lovely creation by
God that it will mould however you want
(it) to, however you want to have it, it's
just that it just needs a little hard work,"
Pandya said. Although Pandya may not be
new coach Gautam Gambhir's choice for
captaincy, he was once described by chief
selector Ajit Agarkar as the "only playerin
the country to do what he can do." Pandya
shared insights into what drives him.

"I never knew what fitness would do for me,

but it's just that I felt that, for me, I always
wanted to be No. 1 in everything which I do,
so in a habit of that,  kept training a lot when
I was young, I pushed myself a lot, ran a lot
so [ had a very good strong base," he said.
"Obviously, there was not much knowledge
about the body, not much knowledge about
how to increase my fitness, but because my
base was strong and I did the basics which
you are supposed to do while training, it
helped me when I came to the higher level."

"I used to bowl if I'm not wrong 130s; higher

130s, I was able to go 140 plus, 142 by
pushing, that's when I realized by 2017 or
not as soon as [ started getting more more
into my body, more knowledge about it and
that's when I started pushing," he concluded.

Top overseas athlete to watch out
for in Paris Olympics: Noah Lyles

New Delhi. Noah Lyles, the face of American

track and field, has boldly declared his
intention to win “all of the medals” at the Paris
2024 Olympics. At the 2023 World Athletics
Championships in Budapest, Lyles made
history by becoming the first man since Usain
Bolt to win gold in the 100m, 200m, and
4x100m relay. Now, he aims to etch his name
in Olympic history, building on his bronze
medal in the 200m in Tokyo 2020. Lyles
boasts an impressive array of accolades: an
Olympic bronze, six world titles, and four
Diamond League Final trophies. His
crowning achievement came at the 2023
World Championships in Budapest, where he
completed a remarkable sprint treble,
retaining his 200m crown from 2019 and
2022. This rare feat cemented his status as the
first man since Bolt in 2015 to win gold in the
100m, 200m, and 4x100m relay.

A longtime admirer of Bolt, Lyles has openly

expressed his desire to break the Jamaican
icon's longstanding records in the 100m and
200m events. "I've always known that I'm the
fastest man in the world,” Lyles confidently
stated after his triumph in Hungary. “Well, in
my head, I think I'm going to break it. I'm
planning to break it.”” Lyles' rise to prominence
coincided with Bolt's retirement from the
sport. He won his first Diamond League meet
in 2017, secured his first outdoor World
Championship gold in 2019, and claimed his
first Olympic medal, a bronze in the men’s
200m, at the Tokyo 2020 Games. In 2022,
Lyles further established himself as a sprinting
great by clocking 19.31 seconds in the 200m at
the World Athletics Championships in
Eugene, Oregon, placing him third on the all-
time leaderboard for the event.In the final
Diamond League meeting before the Paris
Olympics,

Lyles ran a personal best of 9.81 seconds in the

100 meters, solidifying his status as a top
contender. This performance, in front of a
sellout crowd of 60,000, marked the fastest
time of his career, clipping two-hundredths off
his previous best. Lyles emerged victorious
despite a sluggish start, showcasing his
supreme transition in the latter half of the
race."That was fun," Lyles remarked after the
race. "I could have had a better start, but the
transitions were great and coming away with a
PB, this has been what I prayed for and what I
wanted." His 9.81-second finish is the third-
fastest time globally this year, trailing only
Jamaica's Kishane Thompson and Kenya's
Ferdinand Omanyala.

Looking ahead to Paris 2024, Lyles is not shy

about his ambitions. "I'm going to win," he
declared. "That's what I always do." As the
newly crowned “fastest man in the world,” a
title he earned by winning both the 100m and
200m at the 2023 World Championships,
Lyles is poised to pursue unprecedented
success at the Olympics.

Debutant athletes to watch out for in
Paris Olympics 2024: Balraj Panwar

New Delhi. India’s Balraj Panwar is all set to
make his debut in the Paris Olympics. Hopes
of winning a medal lie on his shoulders as he
is the only Indian rower in the upcoming
showpiece event. The 24-year-old reached
Paris Olympics and started his preparations
with coach Bajrang Lal Takhar, who became
India’s first gold medallist in rowing during
the Asian Games 2010 in Guangzhou.

Panwar will represent India in the men’s single
sculls. The youngster secured a quota for the
Paris Olympics after his excellent
performance in the Asian and Oceaninan
Rowing Olympic Qualification Regatta in
Chungju, South Korea back in April. He won
the bronze medal in the men’s single sculls
(M1x) event.Last year, Panwar narrowly
missed out on winning a medal in the Asian
Games despite his best efforts. He finished
third in Hangzhou with a timing of 7:08.79.
However, the rower showed nerves of steel
to give himself a chance of winning a

prestigious Olympic medal.Balraj Panwar
shines in Olympic qualificationPanwar
started his qualification quest for the
Olympics in Chungju on a handsome note.

He clocked 7:17.87 in the heats, after which
he finished with a timing of 7:16.29 in the
semi-final. In the all-important final, he had
a timing of 7:01.27. Kazakhstan’s Vladislav

Yakovlev won the gold medal with a timing
of 6:59.46. Indonesia’s Memo took the
silver medal by clocking 6:59.74.After
doing well in the qualifications, a challenge
lies ahead of Panwar to carry his form in the
Olympics. With India yet to win a medal in
rowing in the Olympics, the Young Turk is
geared up to make history for his
country.“No Indian has made it to the
semifinal in rowing. I hope to make it to the
semifinals and achieve the best-ever feat
for the country,” Panwar said earlier in a
media interaction organized by the Rowing
Federation of India, SAI and IOA.attu
Bhokanal is India’s most successful rower
in singles in the Olympics after she finished
13th in Tokyo eight years ago. In doubles,
Arjun Lal Jat and Arvind Singh finished
11th in the men's lightweight double sculls
and it remains to be India’s best
performance, overall, in rowing at the
quadrennial event.
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- Varun Dhawan, Mrunal
Thakur Complete First

= Schedule Shooting Of David
| a ana Dhawan's Next: Report

Ram

Varun Dhawan is one of the busiest actors in the

o o industry currently. He has been shooting for multiple

m race s e 1 er_ g lr ut lt 0 r films including John Baby. There was a report saying
that he has collaborated again with his father David

Dhawan for a film. Reportedly, it is titled Hai Jawani

[ ] 5 7
Her Latest Fashion Entry SSkleTEs s oo g T

schedule of shooting.Pinkvilla quoted a source close

Aradhana Ram, known for her work in the Sandalwood superhit Kaatera, is setting the to the development saying that the first shooting
internet ablaze with her latest look. The young actress is an avid social media user, sharing schedule of the upcoming David Dhawan caper with
little glimpses of her life with her fans. Her latest entry proves why she is a talent to look Varun Dhawan and Mrunal Thakur has wrapped in
out for. Aradhana took to her official Instagram account to share the new shoot, where she Mumbai. The untitled film has been creating buzz
has opted for the biker-girl aesthetic. The first image shows her standing in the middle of for quite some time now as 1t brings VD and' David

a lone road, where she is seen in a black leather mini skirt, paired with a strapless black together for the 4th time after films like Main Tera

Hero, Judwaa 2, and Coolie No. 1. While the first
schedule of the film is done now, Varun will be
working on his other upcoming film Sunny Sanskari

crop top and a black leather jacket. For footwear, she has gone for black-heeled boots
while accessorizing them with dark shades and double necklaces. And in the second
image, Aradhana replaced the leather jacket with a maroon-hued, velvet one, posing

- ..‘ B f the sid Ki Tulsi Kumari. The source informs that he’ll be
Bl é)lrl lf Carrlllera rom : N 51he. o = N 4 "“ \ back to shooting with his dad and the rest of the team
QRS chosen ‘o kegp et . ¢ in November after he’s done with SSKTK.

hair open, her tresses
blowing in the wind. The

caption on the post reads,

\ “Wherever the road leads, that’s
) where [ want to be,” completed

Pinkvilla has reported that Ramesh Taurani’s
production had been titled Hai Jawani Toh Ishq
Hona Hai. “It’s a quirky title in sync with the world
that David Dhawan is looking to create with Varun
Dhawan, Mrunal Thakur, and Sreelela. It’s a fun

with aroad image emoticon. family entertainer with the love triangle of the trio at

ans flood the comment the centre. David Dhawan has cracked a concept

/ \ section with messages of that’s fresh and original, and is confident to recreate

f / \ love and appreciation. the magic of comedies on the big screen again,”

(( \ The first user revealed a source.Varun is shooting today with

. — ‘ expressed, “You Maniesh Paul and Kubbra Sait. The entire ensemble

will be coming together as the journey progresses.
Get ready for a typical David Dhawan comedy with
colours, music and a big star-cast,” the source
concluded. It is also mentioned in the report that the
film is gearing for release on October 2, 2025.0n the
work front, Varun Dhawan will also be seen in
Citadel with Samantha Ruth Prabhu. Directed by Raj

- look fabulous, you

! have all the
potential to
grow in the
industry.” The
second fan

shar © d, and DK, Citadel is the Indian adaptation of the
“Beaut.lful. International series of the same name which was
‘ g Whlle a created by the director duo, the Russo Brothers.
' d third user According to strong.

stated, “Nice look.” Many fans have left the section with heart .
. and fire emoticons to express their support. A. h R 1 W Th M :
A few weeks ago, the starlet grabbed headlines for her ls Warya al as e aln
breathtaking photoshoot with star photographer Dabboo

' * M |
/ Ratnani. For the shoot, she chose to sport a nude-coloured, Mllse FOl' Klm KardaShla“ S
y body-hugging gown, which shows off her fit body. She has . &
kept her look accessories-free with a simple, open Amba“l wedd“‘lg LOOks: 'Most

hairstyle.Aradhana Ram made her debut in the film industry >
with Kaatera, which was released in December, last year. E 3 l . w
She shared the screen space with Darshan along with XOtlc’ conlc oman
Jagapathi Babu, Kumar Govind, Vinod Kumar Alva and e [Gie Yt i
more. It is produced by Rockline Venkatesh under the L b
banner of Venkatesh Entertainments.

Shares Adorable Video Of Son Agastya Picking
Blackberries After Hardik Pandya Separation

H

Natasa Stankovic and Hardik Pandya have officially announced their separation. On Thursday
evening, the couple released a statement confirming that they have parted ways. They described the
decision as “tough” for both parties and emphasized their commitment to co-parenting their three- =
year-old son, Agastya. In the wake of this announcement, Natasa has returned to her hometown in
Serbia, where she has been actively sharing pictures and videos. Recently, she posted a
heartwarming video featuring Agastya, showcasing precious moments of their time together. Taking
to her Instagram stories, Natasa shared pictures and videos of Agastya helping his mother pick
blackberries from a lush garden. In another picture, Agastya can be seen inspecting a delicious
looking blackberry. The snaps went viral in no time.

Meanwhile, in a joint statement, Hardik Pandya and Natasa Stankovic announced their seperation,

- : “After 4 years of being
together, Hardik and I have
decided to mutually part
ways. We tried our best
together and gave it our all,
and we believe this is in the
best interest for the both of

Kim Kardashian’s stylist, Dani Levi recently
revealed that Aishwarya Rai was the main
inspiration behind the Hollywood diva’s looks for
Anant Ambani and Radhika Merchant’s wedding.
Dani recently shared a video on social media in
which she spoke about her process for choosing
Kim and Khloe Kardashian’s outfits for the
soiree.Dani said, “My main muse for this project
was Aishwarya Rai, one of the most elegant,
exotic, iconic women in the world.” Dani also
shared Aishwarya’s looks from movies like Hum
Dil De Chuke Sanam and Jodha Akbar. She added
that Manish Malhotra was the designer on her
mind since he had worked with Aishwarya on her
films. Dani said, “This is Manish Malhotra, the
God of Bollywood, a legendary designer who has
also worked on Aishwarya’s films.”

Kim Kardashian and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan’s
new photos from Anant Ambani and Radhika
Merchant’s wedding in Mumbai recently broke

us. This was a tough decision the internet yet again. In the now-viral photos,

for us to make, given the joy, Kim could be seen looking lovingly at Aishwarya
mutual respect and % in admiration. Kim and Aishwarya were also
companionship we enjoyed joined by the actress’ daughter, Aaradhya
together and as we grew a Bachchan. In one of the photos, Kim seemingly
family,” the statement couldn’t take her eyes off of Aishwarya Rai as
read.“We are blessed with they held each other close. They were joined by

Agastya, who will continue Aaradhya in more viral photos. Aaradhya also

to be at the centre of both our posed with Kim and Aishwarya for a selfie.The

lives and we will co-parent viral photos are from when Aishwarya and Kim

. . . . to ensure that we givg him attended the Shubh Aashirwad ceremony, as a part
everything that we can for his happiness. We sincerely request your support and understanding to ¥ ofF Avnt Aviban @il Radhiks, Metehants

give us privacy during this difficult and sensitive time,” it added.

Former Bigg Boss contestant and dancer Natasa Stankovic married cricketer Hardik Pandya on May
31, 2020. The couple renewed their wedding vows according to the Hindu and Christian rituals in
February 2023.However, speculations regarding their separation started in May this year when
netizens noticed that the model removed the ‘Pandya’ surname from her Instagram handle. Later, a
Reddit post titled “Natasa and Hardik separated?” also went viral and caught everyone’s attention.
The post claimed that the two were posting pictures with each other and questioned Natasa’s
absence from IPL 2024 matches.

wedding. After the ceremony too, Kim took to her
Instagram stories to drop a selfie with Aishwarya,
which went viral instantly. In the photo, Kim
Kardashian was seen taking a picture with
Aishwarya Rai. The Bollywood actress, dressed
in a colourful outfit, was seen sporting a smile
while Kim Kardashian was pouting.
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