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|CJ, Knesset and the
rules-based order

Two significant developments within the space of
less than 24 hours have brought much-needed
clarity on the vexed issue of Israel’s ongoing
occupation of Palestinian territories.In response
to arequest from the UN General Assembly for an
advisory opinion on the subject, the 15-judge
Bench of the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
in The Hague began deliberations in January
2023. As many as 57 countries submitted their
opinions on the case, which is distinct from the
one on South Africa’s submission that Israel is
committing genocide in the Gaza Strip.

Treating the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the
Gaza Strip as a contiguous territory, the court
provided a stunning, unequivocal opinion on
Friday (July 19). It ruled that Israel’s presence in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories is illegal; that
Israel must end its unlawful presence as rapidly as
possible; that it must cease immediately all new
settlement activities and evacuate all settlers; that
Israel has the obligation to make reparations for
the damage caused by the occupation; and that all
states/nations, the UN and international
organisations have an obligation to recognise the
occupation as illegal.Israel, led by President Isaac
Herzog and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
has predictably lashed out at the judgment, but its
usual efforts to describe any criticism as anti-
Semitism would stand on tenuous ground. Key
elements of the opinion were passed by a majority
of 14 to 1. Uganda’s Judge Julia Sebutinde was
the solitary voice in opposition, while the
majority opinion included judges from the US,
Japan, Germany, Brazil, Australia, China,
Mexico, South Africa and Justice Dalveer
Bhandari from India.In a perverse way, the
resolution passed by the Knesset just a day earlier
(July 18) also brings an end to the ambiguity and
obfuscation that have characterised Israel’s
position on the Occupied Territories since the Six-
Day War in June 1967. Sixty-eight members
supported the resolution opposing the
establishment of a Palestinian state and
describing it as “an existential threat to the State
of Israel and its citizens”, while only the nine
Arab members of Knesset opposed it. Others,
including centre-left groups and Labour, chose to
sit out rather than stand up and be counted in
opposition to the resolution.The tenor of the
Knesset resolution, at one level, reflects the
marked hardening of public opinion in Israel
following the brutal massacre by the Hamas on
October 7, 2023, that left some 1,100 Israelis
dead. But it also comes at a time when Israel’s
horrific war on Gaza has left close to 40,000
Palestinians dead and some 90,000 wounded. In
the context of the ICJ ruling, it poses a serious
challenge to the international community and
especially to the US and others which invoke
international law and a rules-based order at the
drop of a hat.The obfuscation about the Occupied
Territories began in 1967 itself, when British
diplomats started drafting UN Security Council
Resolution 242 that was eventually adopted in
November that year. It called for the “withdrawal
of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied
in the recent conflict”. Or was it the territories?
Didn’t it mean all of the occupied territories,
barring minor reciprocal adjustments to cater to
considerations of demographics and territorial
contiguity? English and French were the only two
working languages of the Security Council and
the French version was unambiguous. “Retrait
des forces armées israéliennes des territoires
occupés lors du récent conflit,” it said in its
reference to “the occupied territories”. There was
no ambiguity in the mind of the Indian
representative at the UNSC, who said that the
UNSCR 242 would commit Israel to “total
withdrawal of Israel forces from all the territories
— I repeat, all the territories — occupied by Israel
as a result of the conflict which began on June 5,
1967”.

The Oslo Accords of 1993 and 1995, signed
between Yasser Arafat and then Israeli PM
Yitzhak Rabin, led to the establishment of the
Palestine Authority, initially with limited self-
rule over the West Bank and Gaza and the promise
of a transition to full statehood within a five-year
period. Oslo II divided the West Bank into three
zones: Zone A (18 per cent of the area) under full
Palestinian civil and security control; Zone B (22
per cent) under Palestinian civil control and joint
security control; and Zone C (60 per cent) under
full civilian and security control of Israel.

Kargil Vijay Diwas will be celebrated on July 26 to
honour the memory of the 527 bravehearts who lost
their lives in Operation Vijay. And this year is special,
since it marks the 25th anniversary of that brief but
bloody war. An audacious and stealthy operation by
the Pakistan army that was conceived by then army
chief Gen Pervez Musharraf was foiled and the
intruders pushed back — but at a heavy cost. On July
26,1999, the Kargil War came to a formal end.

An emotive national recall is on the cards, and it is
appropriate that families who lost their loved ones
and soldiers grievously injured are acknowledged
and comforted in an empathetic and appropriate
manner. [tis an unfortunate tenet of history since time
immemorial that those who pay the heaviest price on
the battlefield are soon forgotten. But deeply
embedded and glossed-over institutional omissions
of that war merit scrutiny.

This author dwelt on some aspects of the Kargil War
last fortnight (July 8), but certain developments
compel this revisit. Gen NC Vij (retd), who was the
DGMO (Director General, Military Operations)
during that war and later served as the Army Chief,
has made significant observations in his soon-to-be-
released book, Alone in the Ring, about the Kargil
intelligence fiasco. However, it is reported that the
book is now ‘on hold’, awaiting government
clearance, and this is a poor reflection on how the
narrative and history of the war is being shaped.
Another development pertains to allegations made
by a former Major about command failure.

In excerpts published in the media, Gen Vij notes that
the Pakistan army had the element of surprise in the
early stages and that India was caught unawares due
to an intelligence failure. He adds: “Not only was the
intrusion detected late, but also our intelligence
agencies were unable to assess if the intrusion was by

human rights concerns. The higher judiciary
has been grappling with an overwhelming
number of bail applications, highlighting a §
troubling trend of reluctance at lower judicial
levels to grant bail. Prolonged detention often
infringes on the personal liberties of the
accused, even as their trials progress at a
snail’s pace.Several recent cases exemplify
the shift towards upholding personal liberty
through the granting of bail in stringent cases. In 2021, the

Holistic outlook a must for successful energy transition

India plans to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2070. This is challenging, though its current annual per capita emissions are only one-third of the global average.

Energy transition has become a buzzword among

energy planners around the world. And rightly so, as
the alarm bells are ringing loud and clear about the
urgent need to reduce greenhouse gas (GHQG)
emissions from energy-related activities. Some
recent reports contain ample evidence of how GHG
emissions emanating from burning fossil fuels are
leading to devastating climate change impacts.
These include record-breaking heatwaves, extreme
rainfall events, droughts, an accelerated rise of the
sea level, ocean warming and a dramatic decline in
ice sheets. Therefore, combating these adverse
effects is now a priority for governments
worldwide.India is committed to
achieving net-zero carbon emissions by
2070. This is a challenging task, though
the country’s current annual per capita
emissions are only one-third of the
global average. This is because energy
consumption is increasing at a rapid
pace, triggered by economic growth and
the government’s commitment to
meeting the aspirations of the public.
This can lead to a rise in GHG
emissions. Energy usage varies across
different sectors. Various organisations
have been working towards sector-
specific road maps. Are we following a
holistic approach in these studies? And
how well are the different sector
blueprints coordinated? An
introspection of the approach we are
following would be desirable at this
juncture.

Let us take the example of the power sector, which is

the highest emitter of carbon dioxide. A key
component of the country’s strategy for achieving
net-zero emissions has been the use of renewable
energy (RE) in all productive activities while
cutting down on the use of fossil fuels. The road
maps have also tried to work out the type and
quantum of energy storage systems like batteries
and pumped storage hydropower plants required to
manage the variability and intermittency of RE
sources like the sun and wind. Of late, the road maps
have been looking at the use of green hydrogen
derived from renewable sources. Expanding nuclear
power generation utilising the country’s rich
thorium reserves is yet another supply-side option

IN a landmark decision, the Supreme Court has
granted bail to a person who was booked under
the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA), 1967, and was languishing in jail for
nine years due to the slow pace of the wheels of
justice. The ruling reiterates the judicial
principle that “bail, not jail, is the basic rule”.
It comes as a relief in a legal landscape where
the reluctance to grant bail has led to
prolonged incarceration and significant

being considered as a source, which can provide
reliable baseload power and help the integration of
RE into the grid. It is, however, noted that the main
objective of most studies has been to maximise the
use of RE while achieving a demand-supply balance
at a minimal cost.It is necessary to lay greater
emphasis on demand-side factors in the ongoing
studies, particularly when considering longer time
frames, such as 2050 and 2070. These factors play a
crucial role in the energy transition. As we are
aware, grid-level demand growth and patterns are
dynamic, particularly in the context of aggressive

demand-side management measures, the growth of
distributed energy resources, electric vehicle usage
in G2V and V2G modes, fuel substitution in end-use
sectors, and other initiatives that impact energy
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.
Exploiting demand-side flexibility through tariff-
linked regulatory measures and demand response
programmes would also need to be evaluated as
options for minimising the transition costs. A
scenario-based approach considering different
feasible demand-side options could be a solution in
this regard.Furthermore, the requirement for grid
infrastructure is a critical aspect that could
significantly influence energy transition action
plans. It would impact both the overall system cost
and supply reliability, necessitating a detailed power

Bail under UAPA

SC relief for undertrials languishing in jails

Delhi High Court granted bail to student activists Natasha
Narwal, Devangana Kalita and Asif Igbal Tanha, all

From Kargil to Jammu, a saga of intel lapses

Successive governments have chosen not to initiate much-needed intelligence reforms.

militants or the Pakistan army.” This
observation is not a new revelation; much the
same had been said in the preliminary reviews
and assessment of the Kargil
intrusion.However, it draws attention to an
abiding and tenacious structural inadequacy in
India’s higher defence management — that of |
intelligence-gathering and effective
assessment. This entails a continuous, multi-
layered activity of seeking and collating :
disparate information inputs, analysing them |
and then distilling that which is relevant into |
actionable operational inputs during a war or
similar challenges to national security and
integrity.

India’s track record in this domain has been below
par. From the October 1962 border war with

China to Kargil (1999), Mumbai terror attacks
(2008), Galwan clash (2020) and, most recently, the
terror attacks in the Jammu region, systemic
intelligence failures are a recurring feature. External
intel inputs are provided by R&AW (Research and
Analysis Wing), and the dominant Kargil narrative is
that actionable inputs were not provided to the Indian
military in a timely manner.In the Kargil case, Gen
Vij writes: “The assessment of R&AW was
categorically that ‘there was no possibility of a war
with Pakistan in the current year’. This inaccurate
assessment resulted in a strategic failure.”As is the
case in any post-event review, there is a different
appreciation of the Kargil fiasco by other actors and
the intelligence community has argued over the years
that specific intel inputs were provided to the Army
well in advance and that it was the inability of the fauj
to acknowledge and assess the inputs that led to the
setback.An alternative narrative that challenges the
current received wisdom (the Gen Vij version) was

~ 3

highlighted in an unhappy development. In early
July, a junior Army officer on active duty in Kargil
served a legal notice on Gen VP Malik (retd), who
was the Army Chief during the war. Major Manish
Bhatnagar, Company Commander (5 Para) during
the war, was court-martialled and dismissed from
service in 2001. While he was deemed to be guilty of
“acts prejudicial to good order and military
discipline”, the more serious charge was that he did
not obey orders to carry out an attack. This charge,
however, could not be proved during the court
martial, but he was still dismissed from service by
citing another transgression.The immediate trigger
for the legal notice against Gen Malik was a
statement given on TV, where the former Chief
asserted that a lack of intelligence inputs and
surveillance gaps led to the Kargil intrusions.
Bhatnagar challenged this assertion by claiming that
he had reported the Pakistani intrusions well before
they were discovered in May 1999 and added that his
warnings had been ignored by his superiors in the

system stability analysis. A pragmatic study is also
required on the constraints of Right of Way issues in
building the infrastructure, as this could impact the
transition target dates.

Yet another key objective of any action plan would be

to look at how the transition would influence the
lives of the people. It is widely recognised that a
people-centric approach is crucial for the smooth
implementation of net-zero pathways. Therefore,
road maps for net-zero emissions should strive to
incorporate findings from ongoing studies on ‘just
transition’.‘Net zero’ means balancing the amount
of greenhouse gases released with the
same amount stored or offset so that the
temperature has no effect at all. This
underscores the need to consider
carbon capture and storage
technologies, planting trees, restoring
forests, and other biological options
that can absorb the carbon dioxide
released into the atmosphere as part of
the overall strategy to control
temperature changes.It is also
debatable whether we are taking a
narrow view by focusing primarily on
the power sector, while the majority of
energy use occurs in industrial heating
and cooling processes. According to
the International Renewable Energy
Agency, “heating and cooling consume
approximately half of the world’s final
energy, making it the largest energy
end-use sector, surpassing both
electricity (20 per cent) and transport
(30 per cent). This sector is also responsible for over
40 per cent of global energy-related carbon dioxide
emissions.” Net-zero reports must adopt a holistic
approach, considering the decarbonisation
opportunities within the heating and cooling
demands of each sector.

A successful energy transition necessitates a

comprehensive approach encompassing supply-
side measures, demand-side management, grid
modernisation, energy security and a just transition
for the affected communities. The transition must
extend beyond the power sector to include
decarbonisation of the heating, cooling and
transportation sectors. There is an urgent need to
develop a framework for such integrated studies.

accused under UAPA in connection with the
2020 Delhi riots. The court criticised the
misuse of anti-terror laws to stifle dissent.

The SC decision clarifies that no statute,
including UAPA, inherently precludes the
granting of bail. This distinction is crucial as it
reinforces that legal principles must not be
overshadowed by rigid interpretations that
compromise individual freedoms. The matter
of bail should not be complicated or politically
charged. It is a straightforward judicial
procedure intended to balance the rights of the
accused with the interests of justice. However,
the continued denial of bail has
disproportionately affected ordinary citizens,
especially the poor, who languish in jail
awaiting trial. This decision marks a step
towards rectifying the imbalance and ensuring
that justice is not only done but seen to have

been done.

chain of command.This is a jarring intrusion in
the run-up to the 25th anniversary of Kargil
Vijay Diwas but it draws attention to the
institutional inadequacy in the Army’s intel
domain. First-person accounts by those who had
served in Kargil at that time support the
Bhatnagar contention that the Army at the
brigade level had received these inputs of
intrusions, but the enormity of the occupation of
the peaks in the Indian territory, the identity of
the intruders (Pakistan army soldiers) and the
firepower they had amassed were a huge
surprise when it was revealed. Twenty-five
years after the war, the intelligence reforms that
had been mooted by the Kargil Review
Committee remain dormant. It is instructive that
successive governments — led by Vajpayee,
Manmohan Singh and Modi — have chosen not to
touch this matter and initiate the much-needed
reforms.In a pithy comment, BB Nandy, a doyen of
the Indian intel community, warned in 2004 that an
overhaul of the ‘Intelligence Leviathan” would be
arduous and that the default position of successive
governments was to perpetuate “a tradition of
bungling”. His lament — who will bell the cat? —
still falls on deaf ears.Hopefully, the book by Gen Vij
will be in the public domain soon and other inputs
regarding glossed-over omissions of the Kargil War
will encourage the Modi government to embark on
the much-needed intelligence domain reforms and
deliberate on the matter in Parliament. Concurrently,
the Army ought to carry out its own internal review in
the light of recent disclosures and accept the onus for
command lapses, if these are established.
There should not be a repeat of Kargil in any form,
wherein the supreme sacrifice of young officers and
soldiers redeemed the failures of their superiors.
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Budget proposes interest
subsidy scheme to facilitate
loans for urban housing
segment

NEW DELHI. The government on Tuesday proposed a
central assistance of Rs 2.2 lakh crore for urban housing
over the next five years as well as an interest subsidy
scheme to facilitate loans at affordable rates for urban
housing works.The announcements were made by
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the Union
Budget 2024-25.She also said the government will put
in place measures for an efficient and transparent rental
housing market with enhanced availability.

Among others, the minister has proposed transit-oriented
development plans for large cities having a population
of over 30 lakh and a scheme to support the
development of 100 weekly haats in five years.

Also, the government will develop digital public infra
applications in seven areas, including those related to
creditand MSME service delivery.

Budget 2024: Govt announces
loans up to Rs 10 lakh for
higher education in domestic
institutions

NEW DELHI: The government will provide financial
support for loans up to Rs 10 lakh for higher education
in domestic institutions, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced on Tuesday.

Presenting the budget for 2024-25, she said e-vouchers
for this purpose will be given directly to one lakh
students every year with interest subvention of 3 per
cent of the loan amount.Upgrading 1,000 Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIs) in the hub and spoke model,
aligning course content with the skill needs of industry
and revision of model skill loan scheme, are among the
measures announced by the Finance Minister for the
Skill Development sector."For helping our youth who
have not been eligible for any benefit under govt
schemes and policies government will provide
financial support for loans up to Rs 10 lakh for higher
education in domestic institutions. E-vouchers for this
purpose will be given directly to one lakh students
every year with interest subvention of 3 per cent of the
loan amount," Sitharaman said.The Union Budget for
2024-25 will provide Rs 1.48 lakh crore for education,
employment and skilling in the country.

She said, "1,000 ITIs will be upgraded in a hub and spoke
model, course content and design will be aligned to the
skill needs of industry and new courses will be
introduced for emerging needs. I am happy to
announce a new centrally sponsored scheme for skill
development in which 20 lakh youth will be skilled
overaperiod of 5 years".

"The model skill loan scheme will be revised to facilitate
loans up to RS 7.5 lakh with a guarantee from
government promoted fund..this measure is expected
to help 25,000 students every year," she added.

Gold, silver prices fall by up
to Rs 4,000 after budget cuts
custom duty

NEW DELHI.Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced a substantial reduction in the customs duty
on gold and silver while pressenting the Budget on
Tuesday.This cut has led to a sharp decline in prices,
benefiting consumers and boosting demand in the
market. However, broader market conditions and
geopolitical tensions could influence future trends.

The Finance Minister has reduced the import duty on
gold and silver from 15% to 6%. This includes a
decrease in the Basic Customs Duty (BCD) from 10%
to 5% and the Agricultural Infrastructure Development
Cess (AIDC) from 5% to 1%. Hareesh V, Head of
Commodities at Geojit Financial Services, said, "The
reduction in customs duty from 15% to 6% may lead to
lower domestic prices and potentially increase
demand. Previously, the duty consisted of 10% BCD
and 5% AIDC."

'In their trademark style':
Jairam Ramesh accuses FM of
borrowing internship program
from Cong's Nyay Patra

NEW DELHI. The Congress on Tuesday said that
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman has drawn
inspiration from its 2024 Lok Sabha manifesto by
announcing an internship program in the Union
Budget 0f2024-25.

This program aims to offer internship opportunities to 1
crore youth in 500 top companies over five years.
However, Congress argued that the scheme is designed
to "grab headlines with arbitrary targets."Congress
general secretary in-charge of communications,
Jairam Ramesh, claimed that the internship initiative is
modeled after the Congress's proposed Apprenticeship
Program, named Pehli Naukri Pakki, which was
detailed in their 2024 Lok Sabha manifesto."The
finance minister has taken a leaf out of the INC's Nyay
Patra 2024, with its internship program clearly
modelled on the INC's proposed Apprenticeship
Program that was called Pehli Naukri Pakki," Ramesh
said.He further criticized the scheme's design, stating,
"However, in their trademark style, the scheme has
been designed to grab headlines, with arbitrary targets
(1 crore internships) rather than a programmatic
guarantee for all diploma holders and graduates, like
the Indian National Congress had
envisioned."Ramesh also highlighted the
government's shift in acknowledging unemployment
as a critical issue after years of neglect. He remarked,
"It's far too late, and as it turns out, far too little - the
Budget speech is more focused on posturing than
action."Regarding job creation, Ramesh commented,
"After ten years of denial -- where neither the non-
biological PM nor his party's Lok Sabha Elections
Manifesto would even mention jobs -- the Union
Government seems to have finally come around to
tacitly admitting that mass unemployment is a national
crisis that requires urgent attention.

What is "Angel tax’ that was
scrapped in Budget 2024

Earlier this year, in the
interim budget presented in
February, the government
proposed extending tax
incentives for startups and
investments backed hy
sovereign wealth or
pension funds until March

2025.

NEW DELHI.Finnace Minister Nirmala
Sitharman on Tuesday scrapped the angel
tax in a bid to strengthen the startup
ecosystem and to support innovation in
the country.

Budget 2024: Nuclear energy will form crucial part of
Finance Minister

Viksit Bharat's energy mix:

The R&D funding announced in

the interim budget will be

made available for this sector.

NEW DELHI. Nuclear energy is

expected to form a crucial part of the
energy mix of Viksit Bharat, the
government said on Tuesday, and
added that it will partner with private
firms to develop small and modular
nuclear reactors and conduct research
on newer technologies.

The R&D funding announced in the
interim budget will be made available
for this sector also, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
during her Budget speech.

"Government abolishes Angel tax for all
classes of investors in startups," said the
finance minister, highlighting the
government's commitment to supporting
new businesses.Earlier this year, in the
interim budget presented in February, the
government proposed extending tax
incentives for startups and investments
backed by sovereign wealth or pension
funds until March 2025. This step was
intended to give more time for these
investments to benefit from tax relief.
The angel tax, formally known as Section
56(2)(viib) of the Income Tax Act (ITA),
was introduced in 2012. It targeted
investments made by unlisted companies
through the issuance of shares. This tax
was imposed on any premium paid by
investors above the fair market value of
the shares, classifying it as "income from
other sources" and subjecting it to
taxation.The Finance Act of 2012 added
this provision to the ITA to address
concerns related to money laundering

— N

and the flow of unaccounted funds.
However, it became a point of contention
among startups and investors, who felt it
was a barrier to innovation and
fundraising.

Key issues with the angel tax included its
impact on the valuation of shares, the
treatment of estimated figures in the
discounted cash flow (DCF) method, and
scrutiny of funding sources and investor
credibility. The retrospective application
of the tax and its effect on the conversion
of convertible instruments into equity
were also points of dispute.

According to Rahul Charkha, Partner at

Charkha noted.Despite the removal of the
tax, there remains a need to fully
understand the implications of this
change. Ankur Mittal, Co-founder of
Inflection Point Ventures, remarked that
while the full details of the abolition need
to be reviewed, it is expected to bring
much-needed regulatory clarity.

"This action has the ability to bring a lot of

regulatory clarity, which is generally
appreciated by the investor communities
across the world. This should help
founders looking to raise capital both in
domestic and international markets,"
Mittal said.

Economic Laws Practice, the removal of The scrapping of the angel tax is seen as a

this tax is a significant move towards
providing clarity and avoiding
unintended negative consequences on
foreign investments.

"This decision is a welcome step towards
providing tax certainty, preventing
unintended consequences on foreign
investments, and supporting startups,"

positive development for the startup
community, which has long advocated for
a more supportive and less restrictive
environment for fundraising.

With this change, the government aims to

create a more favourable atmosphere for
innovation and investment in India.

Budget 2024: Markets

show high volatility amid
Union Budget Presentation

MUMBAL. Stock markets turned highly volatile
amid the Union Budget presentation on
Tuesday.The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped as
soon as Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
began presenting the Budget for 2024-25.
However, within minutes, it slipped into the red
and later traded flat, down 38.17 points at
80,457.02at 11:41 hrs.

The NSE Nifty also ticked higher as the Finance
Minister began the presentation of her seventh
Union Budget in the Lok Sabha. However,
volatile trends soon emerged, and the benchmark
traded 18.25 points lower at 24,491. The BSE

benchmark had climbed 264.33 points to

"Nuclear energy is expected to form a
very significant part of the energy mix
of Viksit Bharat,” she said.“Towards
that pursuit, our government will
partner with private firms for setting

up of Bharat Small Reactors, conduct
research and development on Bharat
Small Modular Reactor and newer
technologies for nuclear energy," the
Finance Minister added.

Budget 2024: Changes will be made to IBC
to strengthen tribunals: Finance Minister

The Finance Minister also
proposed an integrated
technology platform for
improving outcomes under
the Code, besides additional
debt recovery tribunals to be
set up in the country.

NEW DELHI. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Tuesday
said appropriate changes will be
made to the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) and steps
will be taken to strengthen
tribunals in the country.

She also proposed an integrated
technology platform for improving
outcomes under the Code, besides
additional debt recovery tribunals
to be set up in the country.While

N\
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presenting the Union Budget for
2024-25, she proposed the
development of digital public infra
application for productivity gains,
business opportunities and
innovation by the private sector.
She informed that the IBC has
resolved more than 1,000 cases,
which has resulted in a realisation
of Rs 3.3 lakh crore to
creditors.Defaults worth Rs 10.2
lakh crore have been settled at the

l_ stage of pre-admission
of insolvency cases
since the inception of
IBC in 2016, and more
than one-fifth of the
companies undergoing
the resolution process
are from the real estate
space, the Economic
Survey said on
Monday.Since FY18,
the IBC has enabled
over Rs 3 lakh crore
recovery for banks,
which was much more than what
lenders recovered through
previous mechanisms of Lok
Adalats, DRTs, and the SARFAESI
Act, it said.Since the
implementation of IBC in 2016, a
total of 31,394 corporate debtor
cases "involving a value of Rs 13.9
lakh crore" have been disposed of
(including pre-admission case
disposals) as of March 2024.

80,766.41 in early trade, while the Nifty went up
73.3 points to 24,582.55.

This is the first Budget during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led government's third term in
office. "India's economic growth continues to
shine while the global economy is still in the grip
of policy uncertainty," Sitharaman said. She

noted that the country's inflation continues to be
stable and is moving towards 4 percent, with
core inflation standing at 3.1 percent.

Among the Sensex pack, Power Grid, Reliance
Industries, Bajaj Finance, JSW Steel, Bharti
Airtel, and Bajaj Finserv were the major
laggards. In contrast, ITC, Hindustan Unilever,
Adani Ports, and UltraTech Cement were among
the biggest gainers.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 3,444.06 crore on Monday,
according to exchange data.In Asian markets,
Seoul and Tokyo traded higher, while Shanghai
and Hong Kong quoted lower. The US markets
ended in positive territory on Monday. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude traded marginally lower
by 0.07 percent to USD 82.34 a barrel.Falling for
the second day in a row, the BSE benchmark fell
102.57 points or 0.13 percent to settle at
80,502.08 on Monday. The NSE Nifty dipped
21.65 points or 0.09 percent to 24,509.25.

Budget 2024: Top 8 numbers from FM Nirmala

Sitharaman's speech you shouldn't miss watching out for

NEW DELHI. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will deliver her seventh
consecutive Budget on Tuesday,
outlining a plan for India's development
by 2047 and showcasing the
government's performance over the past
decade. The market anticipates potential
tax relief for the middle class, leaving
more disposable income in their hands,
given the current tax buoyancy.

Additionally, there are expectations for the
government to adhere to the fiscal
consolidation path, aiming to reduce the
fiscal deficit to 4.5% of GDP by 2025-26,
saysaPTIreport.

Here are the key numbers to watch out for
the first full Budget of Modi 3.0:

1. Nominal GDP: India's nominal GDP
growth (real GDP plus inflation) in the
current fiscal year is estimated to be
10.5% to Rs 327.7 trillion as per the
Interim Budget. In view of expected
normal monsoon, improvement in
revenue collections and pick up in rural
consumption, it is expected that there
could be upward revision in growth
estimate. Real GDP growth in current
fiscal is projected at 7.2%, as per the RBI.

Also Check | Budget 2024 Live Updates:

Record capex for rail, roads &
income tax relief likely from
FM Nirmala Sitharaman’s
Union Budget

2. Tax Revenue: The Interim
Budget had pegged gross tax
revenue at Rs 38.31 lakh crore
for 2024-25, an 11.46% growth
over the last fiscal. This
includes Rs 21.99 lakh crore
estimated to come from direct
taxes (personal income tax + |
corporate tax), and Rs 16.22
lakh crore from indirect taxes
(customs + excise duty +
GST)3. Fiscal Deficit: The
budgeted fiscal deficit, which is
the difference between the government
expenditure and income, for the current
fiscal is 5.1% as projected in the Interim
Budget in February, against 5.8% in the
last fiscal year. The full Budget is
expected to provide better-than-earlier
projections as there has been tax
buoyancy. The government has projected
a fiscal deficit at 4.5% of the GDP in
FY264.4. Capital Expenditure: The
government's planned capital
expenditure for this fiscal year is
budgeted at Rs 11.1 lakh crore, higher

than Rs 9.5 lakh crore in the last fiscal
year. The government has been pushing
infrastructure creation and also
incentivising states to step up capex.

Also Check | Income Tax Slabs 2024-25

Budget 2024 Live Updates: New income
tax regime tweaks, standard deduction
hike and income tax relief on the cards?

5. GST: Goods and Services Tax (GST)
collection in 2024-25 is estimated to rise
to Rs 10.68 lakh crore, an increase of 11.6
per cent. The tax revenue figures will
have to be watched out for in the final
Budget for the 2024-25 fiscal year.

#@|l 0 Borrowing: The government's
gross borrowing Budget was Rs
14.13 lakh crore in the current
financial year as per the Interim
Budget. The government borrows
from the market to fund its fiscal
deficit. The borrowing number
will be watched by the market,
especially on the back of more-
than-expected dividend from the
RBI and financial institutions.

' 7. Dividend: The interim Budget had
. projected Rs 1.02 lakh crore from
RBI and financial institutions.
This will be revised upwards as the
RBI has already made surplus
transfer of Rs 2.11 lakh crore
earlier in May. At the same time, Rs
43,000 crore expected to be garnered
from CPSEs.8. The Budget will also
focus on expenditure for key schemes
like NREGA and crucial sectors such as
health and education.

Sitharaman, who has been presenting the

Budget since 2019, had replaced the
traditional leather briefcase with a 'bahi-
khata' wrapped in red cloth in her first
Budget. This year's Budget will be
paperless, as it has been for the past three
years.
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The NEET Question That Supreme Court
Asked IIT To Solve, And What They Answered

The Supreme Court
had asked the

Director of the Indian

Institute of

Technoloqy, Delhi to

set up a team of

three experts to go

into the particular

question of Physics
asked in NEET-UG
2024,

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday

asked the Director of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi to set up a team of three
experts to go into the particular question of
Physics asked in the medical entrance exam,
National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test-
Undergraduate (NEET-UG 2024), the results
of which were released last month and have
been marred by leaked questions and the
award of 'grace marks', or preferntial
marking.

A bench comprisin Chief Justice DY

Chandrachud and Justice JB Pardiwala was
hearing a clutch of pleas, including those that
are seeking a re-test of the controversy-
ridden NEET-UG and asked the I1T-Delhi to
submit a report o the correct answer by
Tuesday noon.The three experts confirmed
there was only one correct answer to the
question and that the answer was the same as
provided in the answer key issued by the
National Testing Agency (NTA), the exam
body that conducts NEET.How Controversy
Over Question In NEET-UG Began The
controversy started after the claims that

question number 29 in the May 5 NEET-UG
had two possible correct answers.

The petitioner in the Supreme Court argued
that the ambiguity had significant
implications for the exam results. At least 44
students, who chose the alternative answer,
received "grace marks" and achieved a
perfect score of 720/720.However, the
petitioner chose not to answer the question
and scored 711/720.The petitioner said she

didn't answer the question because it had ;

two possible correct answers, and she didn't
want to risk losing marks due to negative

marking. She said it was logical to assume |

that only one answer could be
correct.Lawyers pointed out that the
ambiguous question affected students in
three ways. Some students answered
correctly but got minus five marks. Others
chose a different correct answer and got four
marks. The third group consisted of those
who skipped the question for fear of getting
negative marks.This situation could
significantly impact the merit list, the
Supreme Court was told, as per PT1.

The NEET-UG Question In ""Question"

Here's the NEET-UG question in "question":

Given below are two statements:Statement :
Atoms are electrically neutral as they contain
an equal number of positive and negative
charges.Statement I1: Atoms of each element

are stable and emit their characteristic
spectrum.

The Answer

Chief Justice Chandrachud reported that the
expert panel from IIT-Delhi reviewed the
question thoroughly and concluded that
"option four" was the correct answer, which

states: "Statement I is correct but Statement

II is incorrect."Naveen Gaur, an Associate

Professor from Delhi University, also

supported the IIT panel's finding, stating that

option four was the only correct answer.The

top court then asked the NTA why they gave
marks for both answers, to which the exam
body said both were "possible
answers".The petitioner disagreed, saying
te two options can't be correct. She pointed
out that the old textbook supports one
answer, while the new textbook supports
the other.

The NTA said students were expected to
follow the new textbook, which makes one
of the options the correct answer. Despite
this, over 4.2 lakh students chose the other
option and got extra marks.The NEET-UG

is conducted by the NTA for admissions to

MBBS, BDS, AYUSH and other related

courses in government and private

institutions across the country. More than

23.33 lakh students took the test this year,

which was conducted at 4,750 centres in 571

cities, including 14 overseas.

Woman uses forged documents to
travel to Pakistan, case filed

New Delhi:A 23-year-old woman in Maharashtra is in
legal trouble for allegedly travelling to Pakistan with a
fake passport and visa.The woman, identified as
Nagma Noor Maksood Ali alias Sanam Khan from
Thane, allegedly changed her name and got Aadhaar
card, PAN card and her daughter's birth certificate
from Lokmanya Nagar in Thane, as per a report by
news agency PTL.She then submitted these forged

documents with the passport application, police said,
adding that she got a fake passport based on the
documents.The woman managed to obtain a passport
on the basis of the forged document and travelled to
Pakistan.The incident took place between May 2023
and May this year.

A case has now been filed against the woman. The police
have also booked an unidentified man in connection
with the case.Both of them were booked under the
Indian Passports Act and further investigation is on,
police said.

Government Expands
Financial Support For Flood
Mitigation, Irrigation Projects

New Delhi: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday announced a comprehensive financial support
planof 11,500 crore to enhance flood control measures
and irrigation projects across several states.

Presenting the Budget in the Lok Sabha, Sitharaman
highlighted that the government, through the
Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Program and other
sources, will provide financial support for various
projects.These projects include the Kosi-Mechi intra-
state link and 20 other ongoing schemes, encompassing
barrages, river pollution abatement, and irrigation
projects. Additionally, survey and investigation of
Kosi-related flood mitigation and irrigation will be
undertaken.

Bihar has frequently suffered from floods, many of them
originating outside the country. Plans to build flood
control structures in Nepal are yet to progress,"

Sitharaman said.Assam, which grapples with annual
floods caused by the Brahmaputra and its tributaries
originating outside India, will also receive assistance
for flood management and related projects, she said.
"We will provide assistance to Assam for flood
management and related projects,” Sitharaman said.
Highlighting the extensive losses suffered by Himachal
Pradesh last year, Sitharaman said, "Our government
will provide assistance for reconstruction and
rehabilitation through multilateral development
assistance." Similar support was promised to
Uttarakhand, which faced significant losses due to
cloudbursts and massive landslides.Recently, Sikkim
witnessed devastating floods that wreaked havoc across
the state.The Finance Minister added that the
government will extend its assistance to Sikkim as well.

Budget 2024: Nirmala Sitharaman
Announces 1,000 Crore For Space Tech

New Delhi: Riding high on the success
of the Chandrayaan-3 mission,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Tuesday announced a fund of ?
1,000 crore to encourage space
technology development.

The announcement came in her
Union Budget 2024 speech in the
Parliament and is expected to assist
more than 180 government-
recognized space technology
startups in India."With our
continued emphasis on expanding
the space economy by five times in
the next 10 years, a venture capital
fund of® ? 1,000 crore will be set
up," she said.

The announcement came after the
Economic Survey 2023-24, tabled in
Parliament by Ms Sitharaman on
Monday, said the space sector, over

the last few years, had seen

remarkable progress in the buildup of

rockets, satellites and spacecraft used
for space exploration, and ground

infrastructure."Presently, India has 55
active space assets which include 18
communication satellites, nine
navigation satellites, five scientific
satellites, three Meteorological

Satellites, and 20 Earth Observation
satellites," the survey said.It also said
the New Space India Limited (NSIL)
has successfully executed its contract
to launch 72 satellites of OneWeb to
Low Earth Orbit through LVM3, M2
and M3 missions, establishing LVM3
as a reliable Launch Vehicle in the
global commercial launch services
market.The Economic Survey 2023-
24 said the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation Centre
(IN-SPACe) -- a single window
agency to promote and authorise
space activities -- has received 440
applications as on January 1, from
more than 300 Indian entities
pertaining to authorisation,
handholding, facility support and
consultancy, technology transfer, and
facility usage.

Delhi Police Implements Extensive Safety And
Security Measures In View Of Kanwar Yatra

New Delhi: With the commencement of
the Kanwar Yatra, the Delhi Police has
implemented extensive safety and
security measures to ensure a smooth
pilgrimage.Detailing the preparedness,
DCP North East Delhi Joy Tirkey said,
"We have issued Do's and Don'ts for
the Kanwar Shivirs, arranged
firefighting equipment, and set up first
aid facilities and Ganga Jal. Around
1,100 personnel have been deployed,"
he stated.All the preparations have
been made for the Kanwar
Yatra...Safety and security measures
have been taken...CCTV cameras will
be installed and several other measures
have been taken," he said while
speaking to ANI.

Earlier, Delhi Police issued a traffic
advisory regarding the arrangements
for the Kanwar Yatra.The advisory
informed that this year the expected
number of Kanwariyas is about 15-20
lakhs.

"The holy expedition called Kanwar
Yatra commences on the first day of
Sawan (Shravan), i.e., July 22, 2024. It
culminates on the Chaturdashi Tithi,
i.e., August 2, 2024, as holy Ganga
water will be offered to Lord Shiva. A
large number of Kanwariyas reach
Delhi, and some of them go to Haryana
and Rajasthan via Delhi borders. This
year, the expected number is about 15-
20 lakhs," it said.The general public
and motorists are advised to keep
patience, observe traffic rules and road
discipline and follow directions of
traffic personnel deployed at all
intersections, it stated. Devotees across
the nation began their Kanwar Yatra on
July 22, on the occasion of the first
Monday of 'Sawan'.Many devotees
thronged emples dedicated to Lord
Shiva to offer their prayers and also
took a holy dip in the Ganga to mark the
first Monday of 'Sawan'.

Devotees flock to temples, including the

Mahakaleshwar temple in Ujjain, the
Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi,
the Kali Paltan temple in Meerut, and
the Jharkhandi Mahadev Temple in
Gorakhpur, to offer their
prayers.Haridwar saw an influx of
pilgrims, prompting enhanced security
arrangements. The area has been
divided into 14 superzones, 35 zones,
and 132 sectors for better management.

This sacred month, typicallyfalling

between July and August, marks a
period of worship, fasting, and
pilgrimage dedicated to the deity of
destruction and transformation.Sawan
holds a special place in Hindu
mythology as the month when Lord
Shiva is believed to have consumed the
poison that emerged from the churning
of the ocean (Samudra Manthan),
saving the universe from its toxic
effects.Devotees undertake fasting and
offer prayers to seek the blessings of
Lord Shiva during this period.

"Budget 2024 Based On PM
Modi's Mantra Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas": Pankaj Chaudhary

New Delhi: Minister of State for Finance Pankaj

Chaudhary said that the first Union Budget of the
third Modi government will be based on his
mantra of "Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas." Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the
full budget for 2024-25 on Tuesday."This budget
is based on PM Modi's mantra of Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas," MoS Chaudhary said.haudhary
was among the first members of FM Nirmala
Sitharaman's team to reach the North Block
offices of the Finance Ministry ahead of the
budget presentation. Vivek Joshi, Secretary of
the Department of Financial Services, and Chief
Economic Advisor V. Anantha Nageswaran have
also reached the ministry ahead of FM
Sitharaman.

Minister Sitharaman is set to present the Union

Budget 2024 in Parliament today, marking her
seventh consecutive budget and eclipsing the
late Moraji Desai's record of six consecutive
budgets, which is likely to focus on changes in
the income tax structure and improving the ease
of doing business in India. Sitharaman tabled the
Economic Survey 2023-24 along with the
statistical appendix on Monday.itharaman will
lay on the table a statement (in English and
Hindi) of the estimated receipts and expenditures
of the government for the year 2024-25 in the
Rajya Sabha.She will table the budget one hour
after the conclusion of the presentation of the
Union Budget 2024-25 in the Lok Sabha.

The Finance Minister also laid on the table, under
subsection (1) of Section 3 of the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management Act,
2003, a copy each (in English and Hindi) of the
following papers: medium-term fiscal policy
strategy statement and macro-economic
framework statement. The Finance Minister will
further lay on the table statements (in English
and Hindi) of the estimated receipts and
expenditures (2024-25) of the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir (with the legislature). With
this upcoming budget presentation, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will surpass the
record set by former Prime Minister Morarji
Desai, who presented five annual budgets and
one interim budget between 1959 and 1964 as
finance minister. The budget session of
Parliament began on July 22 and, according to
schedule, will end on August 12.

Shraddha Walkar Case: Aftab Poonawal's
Plea For Trial Only Twice A Month Rejected

Special Fast Track
Court Judge Manish
Khurana Kakkar
dismissed the plea of
the accused,
Poonawala.

New Delhi:

Saket District Court has
recently rejected Shraddha Walkar's
murder case and accused Aftab Amin
Poonawala's plea seeking trial to be held
only twice every month to give suitable
time to his counsel to prepare his defence.
The court said that the accused was trying
to deliberately delay the trial. Special Fast
Track Court Judge Manish Khurana
Kakkar dismissed the plea of the accused,
Poonawala."It appears that since
substantial witnesses have been

examined and material witnesses are yet
to be examined after filing the
supplementary challan along with the
witnesses cited in the main
charge sheet, the accused is
trying to deliberately delay the
trial," the Special Court said in
an order of July 6.In fact,
learned defence counsel had
failed to appear on dates that
were fixed as per his
convenience for cross-
examination of the witnesses,
and several witnesses are yet to
be cross examined by the
accused, it added.It also said that
only 134 out of 212 prosecution
witnesses have been examined
since June 2023. Therefore,
consecutive dates are required to
conclude the trial expeditiously.There is
an application which was moved by
Vikas Walkar, father of Shraddha Walkar,
seeking release of her bones so that her
last rites may be performed."Moreover,

the right of the accused to a fair trial
cannot be allowed to completely trump
the right of the victim to a dignified

cremation as well as the right of the
surviving heir of the deceased to cremate
the body of the deceased with dignity and
respect," the court observed.The court
noted that, admittedly, the bones of the
deceased have not been released to the
father of the deceased/victim, who has

been appearing diligently physically or
through virtual mode. He has specifically
prayed that the bones of his only daughter
be released to him expeditiously as
soon as possible since he has to
cremate her body parts."Infact, the
said right cannot be allowed to be
completely thwarted by slackening
the pace of trial at the whims and
fancy of the accused, who has been
adequately accommodated on each
date of hearing so as to give him
ample opportunity to prepare his
defence as well as to cross-
examine the witnesses," the court
emphasised.The court said that the
father of the deceased has also filed
an application for release of the
bones and for expeditiously
exhibiting them.In reply to the
application filed, the accused stated that
he has no objection to release of the bones
to the father of deceased, as the alleged
bones and body parts have already been
exhibited.
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Trump shooting: Secret Service chief
refuses to resign amid calls to step
down

Washington. US Secret Service Director Kimberly
Cheatle rebuffed bipartisan calls to resign for security
failures that allowed a would-be assassin to wound
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump, and
rankled lawmakers by refusing to provide details about
the incident.The US House of Representatives
Oversight Committee's Republican chair, James Comer,
and top Democrat, Jamie Raskin -- normally bitterly
divided on most issues -- each called on Cheatle to step
down.

"This committee is not known for its model of
bipartisanship, and I think today we came together
unanimously in our disappointment,” Comer told
Cheatle. "We don't have that confidence that you can
lead."Raskin said Cheatle had "lost the confidence of
Congress at a very urgent and tender moment in the
history of the country, and we very quickly need to move
beyond this".During more than 4-1/2 hours of often
contentious proceedings, Cheatle called the July 13
shooting "the most significant operational failure at the
Secret Service in decades", comparing the breakdown to
the 1981 attempted assassination of former President
Ronald Reagan.But she repeatedly rebuffed calls to step
down, saying at one point: "I think that I am the best
person to lead the Secret Service at this time".

Monday's hearing marked the first round of congressional
oversight of the attempted assassination at an outdoor
campaign rally in Butler, Pennsylvania.Trump was
wounded in the ear, one rally attendee was killed and
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Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina blames
opposition for job quota violence

Dhaka. Bangladesh Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina blamed her political
opponents for deadly violence that swept
the country during recent student-led
protests against quotas in government
jobs, stating on Monday that a curfew
would be lifted when the situation
improved.Her comments came a day
after the South Asian country's top court
agreed to scrap most quotas in a ruling on
Sunday, following days of clashes
between protesters and security forces
that prompted the government to shut
down internet services, impose a curfew
and deploy the army.Hospital data
showed at least 147 people were killed in
one of the worst outbreaks of violence in
recent years.Hasina, 76, won a fourth-
straight term in power in January in a
national election boycotted by the main
opposition party."When arson terrorism
started, the protesting students said they
were not involved in it", Hasina said in an
address to business leaders in the capital
Dhaka, her first comments since her
government ordered a curfew late on
Friday."We were forced to impose a

curfew to protect the lives and property
of the citizens. I never wanted it", she
said. "We will lift the curfew whenever
the situation gets better".Hasina blamed
the main pposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami party and its student wing for the
violence that started last week.The
parties did not immediately respond to
requests for comment but critics,
including the BNP, have previously
accused Hasina of authoritarianism,
human rights violations and crackdowns
on free speech and dissent - charges her
government denies.The streets appeared
calm in Dhaka on Monday, a day after the
Supreme Court ruled in favour of an
appeal from the government against a
lower court order and directed that 93%
of government jobs should be open to
candidates on merit.The ruling scaled
down quotas in state jobs previously
reserved for groups including families of
freedom fighters, women and so-called
disadvantaged groups, cutting it to 7 per
cent from 56 per cent.Experts have
blamed the unrest on stagnant job growth

demonstrators.Tanks were seen
stationed at several places in Dhaka on
Monday, while armed security patrols
directed the few motorists who
ventured out. There were no reports of
violence in the country, officials
said.The new demands from protesters
included a public apology from Hasina
for the violence, restoration of internet
connections and reopening of
campuses.

in the private sector and high rates of The Anti-Discrimination Student

youth unemployment that have made
government jobs, with their regular wage
hikes and other privileges, more
attractive.

'48-HOUR ULTIMATUM'

Late on Sunday, protesters gave the
government 48 hours to meet a string of
new demands, but most appeared to be
obeying the curfew on Monday in cities
that had seen regular demonstrations
after a high court in June reinstated the
old quotas.Thousands were injured in
protests that turned violent last week, as
security forces fired tear gas, rubber
bullets and sound grenades to scatter the

Movement also called for the resignation
of some ministers and university
officials and the dismissal of police
officers deployed in the areas where
students were killed.We are giving an
ultimatum to the government to fulfil our
eight-point demand within 48 hours",
one of the Movement's leaders, Hasnat
Abdullah, told reporters.He did not say
what would happen if the government
did not meet the demands. The
government did not immediately
comment.Dhaka police said they had
arrested 516 people for involvement in
"destructive attacks.

another injured. The suspected shooter, 20-year-old
nursing home aide Thomas Crooks, was killed by law
enforcement. It is not clear what his motive was for the
shooting.On Wednesday, FBI Director Christopher
Wray will appear before the House Judiciary Committee.
House Speaker Mike Johnson is also due to unveil a
bipartisan task force to serve as a nexus point for House
investigations.In the face of Republican claims that the
Secret Service denied resources to protect Trump,
Cheatle said security for the former president had grown
ahead of the shooting."The level of security provided for
the former president increased well before the campaign
and has been steadily increasing as threats evolve",
Cheatle said.She added that the Secret Service provided
the security sought by the Trump campaign for the rally.

50 dead in Ethiopia due to
landslides triggered by heavy rain

Addis Ababa. At least 50 bodies were pulled from the
mud on Monday following two landslides in southern
Ethiopia, a local official said."There was a heavy rain
yesterday night and some people died from a
landslide," said Kassahun Abayneh, the government

: : Elon Musk says his son is
Kamala Harris wins enough delegu’res 10 “ead kiled by woke
become Democratic preS|den’r|uI nominee
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mind virus
World. US Vice President

| with President Joe Biden out World Elon Musk, during an interview, has
Kamala Harris has won the " }

oftherace, delegates are free
to vote for the candidate of
their choice, CNN
reported.On Tuesday, Harris
will campaign in the critical
battleground state of
Wisconsin for the first time
as a presidential candidate.
The Wisconsin trip offers
another opportunity for the
59-year-old former
California prosecutor to
reset the Democrats’
campaign and make the case
that she is best positioned to
beat Trump.Harris is scheduled to
deliver remarks at a political event in
Milwaukee at 1.05 pm CDT (1805
GMT).She offered a sense of how she
plans to attack Trump on Monday,
referring to her past of pursuing
"predators" and "fraudsters" as San
Francisco district attorney and
California attorney general.
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revealed one of his sons was "figuratively dead"
support of enough Democratic after the Tesla and SpaceX CEO was tricked into
delegates to win the party’s

giving consent for his child to go on puberty
nomination for president, a

blockers.
report with CNN During the conversation, Musk also said he vowed
suggested.Harris has so far been

to destroy the virus."It happened to one of my
backed by more than the 1,976 older boys, where I was essentially tricked into
pledged delegates she requires signing documents for one of my older boys,
to win the nomination on the Xavier," Musk told Jordan Peterson."This is
g;::y’];a}ﬂg;ﬁjﬁgﬁ;?&?ﬁ?jﬁgﬁ before I had any understanding of what was

' . ) going on. Covid-19 was going on, so there was a
Frrsrilli?;l ;eigfct]?olgecgn‘y lg?d;i)z lot of confusion and I was told Xavier might
Sunday, following Wl;ekgs of commit suicide if he doesn't," the billionaire
party e’lcrimony and internal said."That was a lie right from the outset,"

polls showed his support collapsing in Peterson responded."Incredibly evil, and I agree
a battle against Republican rival with you that the people that have been
Donald Trump.She secured the promoting this should go to prison," Musk said.
nomination on Monday night (US The Tesla CEO added it wasn't explained to him
local time), less than 36 hours after that puberty blockers are "actually just
Biden endorsed her. ) ) sterilisation drugs" when he gave his consent for
In an X post, Harris said, "Tonight, I am his son to undergo the treatment."T lost my son,

progd dto bhave earned the support essentially. They call it deadnaming for a
needed to become our party's nominee. reason," Musk said.

offe o o N N "The reason it's called deadnaming is because your
Phillipines orders ban on Chinese-run online gambling outfits

Manila. Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. on Monday ordered an
immediate ban on widespread and
mostly Chinese-run online gaming
operations, accusing them of venturing
into crimes, including financial scams,
human trafficking, torture,

i : o kidnappings and murder.His move to

| T S Y Wi ban the Chinese-run online gambling
e & ; . N e " outfits — estimated to number more

than 400 across the Philippines and
employing tens of thousands of

Chinese and Southeast Asian

nationals— came amid a crackdown

backed by Beijing.That has led to the
shutdown of several sprawling
complexes where authorities suspect
thousands of Chinese, Vietnamese and
other nationals mostly from Southeast

Asia have been illegally recruited and

forced to work in dismal

conditions.Marcos announced the
decision during his state-of-the-nation
address, when he also said that the

Philippines would press efforts to

strengthen its defensive capability by

forging security alliances with friendly
countries to counter threats to its
territorial interests in the South China

Sea, adding that his country would

only settle disputes through

diplomacy.The Philippines has a
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Over the next few months, I'll be
traveling across the country talking to
Americans about everything on the
line.""I fully intend to unite our party
and our nation, and defeat Donald
Trump," Harris said.A statement from
her, upon becoming the presumptive
democratic nominee for President, was
also posted on her X account.These
endorsements are not binding, and

spokesperson for Gofa district in the South Ethiopia
regional state.

"In the (Monday) morning, locals, including police,
gathered at the site to save those who were affected by
the first landslide. That is when the second landslide
happened around 10:00 a.m. (0700 GMT) today and

the massive online gambling
industry has flourished largely due to
corruption in regulatory agencies and
payoffs to local officials.“Disguising
as legitimate entities, their
operations have ventured into illicit
areas furthest from gaming such as
financial scamming, money
laundering, prostitution, human
trafficking, kidnapping, brutal
torture, even murder,” Marcos said in
his address. “The grave abuse and
disrespect to our system of laws must
stop.”Marcos ordered the gaming
agency to wind down the operations of
the gambling outfits by year’s end,
drawing loud applause in the House of
Representatives. He asked labor
officials to look for alternative jobs for
Filipino workers who would be
displaced because of the shutdown.

Setting out his vision for the year ahead,
Marcos outlined moves to address a
range of issues, including soaring costs
of food and electricity, poverty and low
wages.His administration’s “bloodless
war” on dangerous drugs never aimed
at “extermination,” Marcos said in an
obvious criticism of his predecessor’s
brutal anti-drugs crackdown that left
thousands of mostly innocent suspects
killed.

those who gathered there died."Meskir Mitku, the
district general administrator of Gofa district in the
Southern Ethiopia region, said women, children and
local police were among the dead, the Ethiopian
Broadcasting Corporation (EBC) reported.

Photographs on Facebook shared by EBC showed scores
of people on a blank hillside searching for victims.

Bosses resign at Japan firm
probing deaths linked to tablets

meant to lower cholesterol

TOKYO. The chairman and president of a major
Japanese dietary supplement maker announced their
resignation on Tuesday, as the company probes 80
deaths potentially linked to tablets meant to lower
cholesterol.Kobayashi Pharmaceutical is at the centre

complicated relationship with China,
including significant trade
engagements and cooperation against

crime. But they have also had
longstanding disputes in the South
China Sea.Relatedly, Philippine
senators ordered the arrest of a town
mayor in Tarlac province north of
Manila who has failed to appear at
public hearings where allegations
against her were being investigated,
including her alleged links to a large
online gambling complex near her
townhall and suspicions that she
fraudulently hid her Chinese
nationality to ge able to run for a public
office reserved only for Filipinos.The
mayor, Alice Guo, has denied any
wrongdoing but has been suspended
from her post with her financial assets
ordered frozen. Philippine senators say

son is dead. My son Xavier is dead, killed by the
woke mind virus."After an extended pause,
Musk added, "I vowed to destroy the woke mind
virus after that."Musk's revelation came after he
asked about his thoughts on doctors performing
sex change procedures on children, a practice
both Musk and Peterson described as
"evil."According to a report with the Daily Mail,
Xavier got his name changed to Vivian Musk,
after he came out as transgender in June 2022."]
no longer want to be related to my biological
father in any way, shape or form," Vivian said at
the time, according to the report.

of a health scare linked to its over-the-counter tablets
containing red yeast rice, which is fermented with a
mould culture.Medical studies say red yeast rice or
"beni koji" can improve cholesterol levels but also warn
of arisk of organ damage depending on the ingredient's
chemical make-up.A company statement said president
Akihiro Kobayashi and chairman Kazumasa
Kobayashi were leaving their posts. Both men belong to
the firm's founding family.The decision was made "to
clarify executive responsibility over a series of actions
by our company related to the 'beni koji' issue",
Kobayashi Pharmaceutical said.Red yeast rice has been
used in food, alcoholic drinks and folk medicine for
centuries around East Asia.The scandal erupted in
March when the company, a household name in Japan,
recalled three brands of dietary supplements after
customers complained of kidney problems.It later said
it had detected a potentially toxic acid produced by the
mould at one of its factories, and the government
inspected the firm's facilities.Last month, the company
said it was probing a total of 80 deaths possibly
connected to its pills, and investigating whether organs
other than kidneys were harmed.But at the time the
government called Kobayashi Pharmaceutical's delay
in reporting the number of cases under investigation
"extremely regrettable".On Tuesday, the company's
board of directors said in a separate statement that they
"pray for the souls of those who died... and offer
condolences to the bereaved families".The company's
new president is Satoshi Yamane, previously head of
sustainability policy, the company said.Outgoing
president Akihiro Kobayashi, who has expressed his
intention to take responsibility for any harm caused,
will remain in an executive role to manage
compensation-related matters, it added.Kobayashi's
red yeast rice supplements are regulated under a system
created in 2015 under former premier Shinzo
Abe.Some watchdogs have reportedly expressed
concerns that the regulation of these products is not
sufficiently stringent and that they do not always have
the advertised effects.

Israel sends tanks back into Gaza's Khan
Younis after evacuation order 70 dead

Gaza medics said that the
Palestinians were killed by tank
salvoes in the town of Bani Suhaila
and other towns fringing the eastern
side of Khan Younis, with the area
also bombarded from the air.

UPDATED.: Israel sent tanks back into the
greater Khan Younis area after ordering
evacuations of some districts it said had
been used for renewed attacks by
militants and at least 70 Palestinians were
killed by Israeli fire, Gaza medics said on
Monday.The Palestinians were killed by
tank salvoes in the town of Bani Suhaila
and other towns fringing the eastern side
of Khan Younis, with the area also
bombarded from the air, they
said.Residents of the densely built-up
area of southern Gaza said the tanks
advanced for more than two kilometres
(1.2 miles) into Bani Suhaila, forcing
residents to flee under fire."It is like
doomsday", one resident, who only
identified himself as Abu Khaled, told

Reuters via chat app. "People are fleeing
under fire, many are dead and wounded
on the roads". The Gaza health ministry
said the dead included several women and
children and that at least 200 other people
had been wounded. The Gaza ministry
does not distinguish between militants
and civilians in its death tallies. The Israeli
military said in a statement evacuation
orders to the population in eastern Khan
Younis resulted from intelligence
information indicating militants were
firing rockets from those areas and
Hamas was attempting to regroup."Since
this morning, the IAF and IDF artillery
forces have struck more than 30 terror
infrastructure sites in Khan Younis,
including in the area from which a
projectile was launched toward Nirim in
southern Israel earlier today", the military
said.Around 400,000 people were living
in the targeted areas and dozens of
families had begun to leave their houses,
Palestinian officials said, adding they
were not given time to get out of harm's
way before the Israeli strikes began.

Some families fled on donkey carts, others
on foot, carrying mattresses and other
belongings.The Palestinian Red Crescent
Society said two of its clinics located in

eastern Khan Younis had been knocked
out of operation because of the new

offensive.At Khan Younis' Nasser
Hospital, some people stood outside the
morgue to bid farewell to dead relatives.
"We are tired, we are tired in Gaza, every
day our children are martyred, every day,
every moment", said Ahmed Sammour,
who lost several relatives in bombings of
eastern Khan Younis."No one told us to
evacuate. They brought four floors
crashing down on civilians", Sammour
added.In nearby Deir Al-Balah, where
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians are
sheltering, an Israeli airstrike hit a tent
used by local journalists inside Al-Agsa
Hospital, killing one of them and
wounding two other people, the Hamas-
run Gaza government media office
said.The new death raised the number of

Palestinian journalists killed in the Israeli
offensive to 163, itadded.

EVACUATION ORDERS

Earlier on Monday, the Israeli military said
ithad issued new evacuation orders due to
renewed Palestinian militant attacks,
including rockets launched from the
targeted areas in eastern Khan Younis.
The orders did not include health
institutions, Palestinians said.The
military said it was adjusting the
boundaries of a designated humanitarian
zone in coastal Al-Mawasi - to the west of
Khan Younis - to keep the civilian
population away from areas of combat
with Hamas-led Palestinian militants. The
Gaza Civil Emergency Services said
Israel's new orders showed it had
downsized the humanitarian-designated
areas in southern and central areas, where
1.7 million people were sheltering, to 48
sq km (18.5 sq miles) from 65 sq km (25
sq miles) in the past.The Palestinians, the
United Nations and international relief
agencies have said there is no safe place
left in Gaza.Health officials at Nasser
Hospital in Khan Younis urged residents
on Monday to donate blood because of the
large number of casualties being rushed to
the medical centre.
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SL vs IND: Charith Asalanka named
new captain as Sri Lanka announce
1201 squad

New Delhi. Sri Lanka announced a 16-member
squad to take on Suryakumar Yadav-led India
in a three-match T20I series from July 27 to
30 in Pallekele. As expected, Sri Lanka
named middle-order batter Chairth Asalanka
as their captain for the series. Asalanka takes
over from Wanindu Hasaranga, who quit the
role after Sri Lanka's early exit from the T20
World Cup in June in the USA and the West
Indies.Much like Sri Lanka, India also
appointed a new T20I captain Suryakumar
Yadav after Rohit Sharma retired from T20I
cricket following the World Cup triumph.
While Gautam Gambhir has travelled with
the senior national team as its new head
coach, Sanath Jayasuriya has been appointed
as Sri Lanka's interim head coach for the
upcoming series.Sri Lanka have named a
power-packed unit, which has a good mix of
experience and youth.

SRi LANKA T20I SQUAD FOR INDIA
SERIESCharith Asalanka — Captain, Pathum
Nissanka, Kusal Janith Perera, Avishka
Fernando, Kusal Mendis, Dinesh
Chandimal, Kamindu Mendis, Dasun
Shanaka, Wanindu Hasaranga, Dunith
Wellalage, Maheesh Theekshana, Chamindu
Wickramasinghe, Matheesha Pathirana,
Nuwan Thushara, Dushmantha Chameera,
Binura Fernando.Former captain Wanindu
Hasaranga will still remain an integral part of
the side, which will be coached by
Jayasuriya. Hasaranga picked 15 wickets in
the recently concluded Lanka Premier
League season.

Saw him hug the cup and cry:
Ashwin on Rahul Dravid's T20
World Cup celebration

New Delhi R Ashwin recounts the heartfelt
moment when former Indian coach Rahul
Dravid hugged the ICC T20 World Cup
trophy and cried after clinching India's first
major ICC title in 11 years. This touching
scene marked the end of Dravid's coaching
stint as he led the Men in Blue to their first
major ICC trophy in 11 years with a narrow
seven-run victory over South Africa on June
29. Dravid, a legendary cricketer who never
clinched a significant ICC World Cup title as
aplayer or captain, finally found redemption
in his last assignment as head coach.Later in
July, former Indian opener Gautam Gambhir
was announced as Dravid's successor, ready
to start his era on the white-ball tour to Sri
Lanka from July 27 onwards. Ashwin paid
tribute to Dravid's success despite the
criticism and setbacks he faced in his career
as a player and a coach, such as the 2007 50-
over World Cup first-round exit. Ashwin
acknowledged Dravid's impact on the team
over the last few years, noting how he had
changed its approach."My moment was
when Virat Kohli called Rahul Dravid and
gave him the cup. I saw him hug the cup and
cry. Rahul Dravid screamed and cried. I saw
him enjoy it. I felt that a lot. I want to talk
about a person who is sacred. In 2007,
during the 50-over World Cup, India got
knocked out. Rahul Dravid was the captain
at that time. He didn't captain the one-day
side after that. He has been with the Indian
team. If something doesn't go well, if the
Indian team goes out or loses a match,
immediately, they ask what Rahul Dravid is
doing," Ashwin said on his YouTube
channel.Ashwin emphasized Dravid's
meticulous planning and unwavering
commitment, noting, "I know what he has
been doing with this team for the past 2-3
years. [ know how balanced he has been.

Top overseas athletes to watch
out for - Sun Yingsha

New Delhi Sun Yingsha, a prominent Chinese
table tennis player, is known for her
exceptional skills and achievements in the
sport. Born on November 4, 2000, in
Shijiazhuang, Hebei province, China, she
has rapidly risen through the ranks to become
one of the top table tennis players in the
world. Starting the sport at a young age, Sun
quickly showed great promise and joined the
Chinese national team, competing in
international tournaments. Her breakout
moment came in 2017 when she won the
Japan Open, defeating some of the world's
top players, marking her as a rising star in the
table tennis world.Sun Yingsha's career is
decorated with numerous accolades. Her
journey to the top has been nothing short of
meteoric. With lightning-fast reflexes,
powerful strokes, and an uncanny ability to
read her opponents, Sun Yingsha has quickly
established herselfas a formidable force. Her
aggressive playing style, coupled with her
exceptional technique, has made her a
nightmare for opponents. She has
consistently performed well in major
international competitions, including the
Olympics, World Championships, ITTF
World Tour events, and the Asian Games.
Some of her notable achievements include:

YINGSHA's DECORATED CAREER

1. World Championships: Sun has won
multiple medals at the World Table Tennis
Championships, including gold in women's
doubles and mixed doubles events.2. ITTF
World Tour: She has secured numerous titles
on the ITTF World Tour, demonstrating her
dominance in both singles and doubles
categories.3. Olympic Games: At the Tokyo
2020 Olympics, Sun Yingsha won a silver
medal in the women's singles event and
contributed to China's gold medal victory in
the women's team event.

YINGSHAEYES GOLD IN PARIS

Sun Yingsha is known for her aggressive
playing style and quick reflexes. Her
forehand and backhand strokes are powerful
and precise, allowing her to dominate rallies
and put pressure on her opponents.

New Delhi

Debutant Athletes to watch out for
in Paris Olympics 2024: HS Prannoy

HS Prannoy, a prominent Indian
badminton player, is set to make his
debut at the Paris Qlympics despite
facing significant health challenges.
His journey highlights his resilience
and determination, making him a
key player to watch.

New Delhi. Star Indian badminton player, HS

Prannoy, despite battling a chronic stomach
disorder, a persistent back injury, and a
recent viral illness, remains resolute ahead
of his much-awaited Olympic debut. At 32,
Prannoy is focused on building his stamina
for the grind that awaits him in Paris later
this month, with the support of his coach and
former player RMV Gurusaidutt. The 32-
year-old Kerala shuttler, a 2022 Thomas Cup
title winner and a world and Asian Games
bronze medallist has battled past a chronic
stomach disorder, a nagging back injury, and
most recently, a week-long bout of the
mosquito-borne viral disease.2023 was a

dream year for Prannoy in his long career,
with the Kerala shuttler winning bronze
medals at both the World Championships
and the Asian Games. Prannoy also reached
multiple finals on the BWF World Tour,
winning the Malaysia Masters and
achieving a career-high world ranking of
No. 6.

However, Prannoy's performances have
declined this year due to a health issue. The
31-year-old has suffered from constant
nausea for the last four months, caused by a

malfunctioning muscle lining the
esophagus, leading to food regurgitation and
vomiting. This condition is similar to the
acid reflux he experienced in 2018-19,
which he eventually managed to resolve.
The health issues also led to a weight loss of
five kilograms and had a psychological
impact on him. Prannoy currently holds a
win-loss record of 10-14, with eight early-
round exits in 10 individual tournaments and
no finals appearances this year.Speaking
about his upcoming Olympic debut,

Kevin De Bruyne staying at Manchester City:
Pep Guardiola dismisses Saudi rumours

Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola has dismissed rumors linking
Kevin De Bruyne with a move away from
the club amidst speculation about a potential
transfer to Saudi Arabia. De Bruyne, whose
contract extends until 2025, mentioned last
month that he is open to the idea of a move,
but Guardiola believes there will be no
major changes to the squad before the
transfer window closes on August 30.
"Kevin is not going," Guardiola stated
during a press conference at North Carolina
State University on Monday, ahead of their
opening US tour match against Celtic. There
had been considerable speculation that City
might sell De Bruyne, cashing in on the
Saudi offer due to the 33-year-old entering
the final year of his contract. Replacing De
Bruyne would be an almost impossible task,
and while it may be inevitable in the future,
Guardiola is confident it won't be an issue
this summer."I am delighted with the squad
for many years.

I don't know what will happen in the market; if

someone leaves, we will talk about that. But
85-95% of the squad will remain the same.
We've made an impact in the market over the

years, and every situation is different. I feel
comfortable because the quality we have in
the squad is difficult to replace," Guardiola
explained. City recently signed 20-year-old
Brazilian winger Savinho, and Guardiola
confirmed that Kalvin Phillips,

who was on loan to West Ham United, has
been training with the first team."Savinho
can play on the wing, and when he is one-
on-one, he is devastating," Guardiola

added. "He is young, and bringing in one or
two players to keep things fresh is necessary,
but we cannot change six or seven players. It
is impossible and unsustainable. Many
players want to come here, but we didn't get
agreements from the clubs, and when they
ask for a very high price, we don't do
it."Manchester City will begin their Premier
League title defense at Chelsea on August
18.

Paris Olympics: Satwiksairaj poses with
‘beast’ Rafael Nadal af Games Village

New Delhi India's top shuttler Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy had his fanboy moment on his
first day at the Olympic Games Village in
Paris. The 23-year-old met and greeted
tennis legend Rafael Nadal and shared the
moment on social media. Satwik was
chuffed to meet the great, who was in
Spain's training kit, on Monday, July
22.Satwiksairaj Rankireddy wrote in his
caption that he was 'with the beast' as the
two athletes were all smiles while posing
for the photograph. Satwiksairaj was
donning the official Indian kit after arriving
in Paris earlier in the day. The Indian
shuttler also shared a photo of himself with
his doubles partner Chirag Shetty and top-
ranked men's singles shuttler HS Prannoy
from the Games Village.While athletes are
focused and under pressure to deliver at the
biggest sporting spectacle, the Games
Village offers budding stars an opportunity
to brush shoulders with some of the legends
of the game. Notably, Satwiksairaj, ahead
of his maiden Olympics in Tokyo, had

shared a photo of him alongside Novak
Djokovic.Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty were relaxed on Day 1 oftheir
stint at the Games Village. The doubles duo,
ranked No. 3 in the world, is one of India's
biggest medal hope at the Paris Olympics.
Having won a historic Asian Games gold
medal in men's doubles last year in Jakarta,
Satwik and Chirag are well-placed to win a
medal for India in badminton.No Indian
man has won a medal in badminton at the
Olympics. Saina Nehwal's London
Olympics bronze and PV Sindhu's silver in

Rio and bronze in Tokyo are the only
three medals. Satwik and Chirag
have an opportunity to script history.
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, who are seeded third, will
face the World No. 6 pairing of Fajar
Alfian and Muhammad Rian
Ardianto of Indonesia. Having
drawn in Group C, the star shuttles
will also have matches against the
world No. 31 German combination
of Mark Lamsfuss and Marvin Seidel
and world No. 43 Lucas Corvee and Ronan
Labar of France in the group.Satwik and
Chiragare one of the four seeded pairs along
with top seeds Lian Wei Keng-Wang Chang
(1) of China, Kang Ming Hyuk and Seo
Seung Jae (4) of Korea and Astrup and
Rasmussen of Denmark (2).

On the other hand, Rafael Nadal will be keen

on making it count in what will be probably
his last Olympics campaign. The Spaniard
will team up with Carlos Alcaraz in men's
doubles.

New Delhi

Prannoy expressed his desire to approach
the games with a simple and normal
mindset, without succumbing to
unnecessary pressure. With his best
ranking of No. 6 in the BWF World
Rankings, Prannoy is an athlete to watch
out for in the badminton competition at the
Paris Olympics. Preparing for Paris,
Prannoy has received substantial support,
including over Rs. 1.8 crore from the
TOPS and ACTC schemes, covering
various training and recovery expenses.
This support extends to his coach Rohan
Mathews' participation in key
international events and the Olympics.

* Awarded the Arjuna Award in 2022, and his

persistence and skill have established him

as a leading figure in Indian badminton.

Prannoy has been drawn alongside Le
Duo Phat of Vietnam and Fabian Roth of
Germany in Group K. Prannoy, who has
been in good form, is favourite to reach the
Round of 16 from the group. Ranked No. 13
in the world, Prannoy's true potential far
exceeds his ranking, with the ability to
compete against the top athletes globally.
Prannoy's exceptional stamina and ability to
play long rallies sets him apart from the rest.
If he can manage his injury, Prannoy could
be areal force to deal with.

Paris Qlympics: Lebron James

inspires USA to win vs Germany in

final warm-up game

LeBron James once again
showcased his legendary prowess, leading
the US men's basketball team to a hard-fought
92-88 victory against World Cup champion
Germany before the Paris Olympics. The
game, held in London on Monday night,
served as the final warm-up before the
Olympic Games commence later this week.
James, who was announced earlier in the day
as the male flagbearer for the U.S. in Friday
night's opening ceremony along the River
Seine, delivered an electrifying performance.
He scored the final 11 points for the
Americans, securing their win in the tense
closing moments. This feat mirrored his
previous clutch play, where his decisive layup
against South Sudan secured a 101-100 win.

"It was a good test for us. And I'm glad we were

able to once again, you know, keep our
composure, persevere like we did the other
day versus South Sudan," James said. "It was
a good win for us." James finished the game
with 20 points, supported by Joel Embiid's 15
points, Stephen Curry's 13, and Anthony
Edwards' 11. For Germany, Franz Wagner led
with 18 points, while Andreas Obst, Dennis

Schroder, Daniel Theis, and Moritz Wagner
contributed significantly. The victory marked
the end of a challenging exhibition slate for
the U.S., who finished 5-0 despite several
close calls. Canada, Australia, South Sudan,
and Germany all tested the Americans, but
each time they managed to persevere, largely
thanks to James' leadership.As the Paris
Games approach, the U.S. team, buoyed by
their recent performances, is prepared to take
on the world. "We've had every experience,"
Curry said. "Now it's obviously a matter of
showing up when the lights are bright next
week. I think we're ready. I think we're
prepared. Now we have to perform." Despite
the win, the U.S. team faced challenges,
particularly from beyond the arc. Germany
outscored them 39-18 from 3-point range, a
trend that also appeared in their game against
South Sudan. Additionally, turnovers proved
costly, with the U.S. committing 14 to
Germany's seven.

Paris Olympics 2024: Athlete influencers
as well as medals

compete for likes

Paris. Athletes on the hunt for Olympic gold

will also be chasing likes and follows on
social media in Paris, as a battle for a coveted
piece of viral fame kicks off at the Games. A
social media side hustle unlike any other will
play out across a frantic 16 days beginning
on July 26 with Olympians looking to exploit
a narrow window to connect with fans from
the Games on platforms like YouTube, Tik
Tok and Instagram.American rugby player
Ilona Maher went viral at the Tokyo
Olympics and now boasts more than a
million followers on Tik Tok, despite her
sport having less traction than others in the
United States.Her teammate Ariana Ramsey
wants to follow a similar path in Paris,
hoping the four videos she will be producing
each day will build her online persona and
help with her ambition to one day start her
own athletic apparel brand."It is so much
pressure because there's only so much you
canreally plan for," she told Reuters.

Paris Olympics 2024: Full Coverage

"I can make a list of content ideas and try and
execute them there, but it's going to be
more of a matter of like what is going on in
the time? What can [ capture? What's
relevant?"Like many other Olympians who
work second or even third jobs, Ramsey

has used social media to supplement her |
income, earning one-off deals with brands |

and charging about $100 for an Instagram
Reel or $50 for an Instagram story post.

In years past, athletes like Ramsey might
have needed a manager to negotiate deals
with brands. Now, a company will reach out
directly to strike a deal."This is a whole
second job," said Ramsey, who also
competed in Tokyo.Athletes do not have to
be among the top echelons of fame to gain
traction online, Kate Johnson, Google's
global marketing director, sports,
entertainment, and content partnerships, told
Reuters."You don't have to have a big name.

You have something unique to tell and to
share that brands want access to," she
said. The Women's Sports Foundation trustee
won silver as a rower in 2004 and sees
extraordinary new opportunities for athletes
rapidly unfolding since she stepped onto the
Olympic podium in Athens.YouTube, which
is owned by Google's Alphabet Inc., counted
1 billion unique monthly visitors in 2013.
That number roughly doubled by 2022."I

feel like T have to do a public service
announcement for Olympic athletes who
have been in the zone, competing, focusing,
training and haven't necessarily been
paying attention to how to monetize this
moment in time for themselves," she said.
SEEKING BRAND PUSH
For some, a deep-pocketed sponsor can offer
a boost. Visa offered their more than 100
"Team Visa" athletes a masterclass in
digital storytelling and engagement ahead
of the Paris Games, led by social media
creators.The course, offered for the first
time, included practical instruction on how
to use platforms like Tik Tok as well as
guidance on digital storytelling."Helping in
how they are going to engage with their fans
and be better and more comfortable kind of
in this creative space was something that was
of value," said Andrea Fairchild, the senior
vice president of global sponsorship strategy
at Visa.Samsung Electronics 005930.
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Sara
Tendulkar's

Blue Lehenga Is

Perfect Wedding Wear

[

A beautiful video of Sara Tendulkar in a
powder blue and ivory floral lehenga set
has delighted her fans on social media.
Sara posted the clip with a purple heart
“emoji as the caption.Sara Tendulkar wore
the lehenga set to Anant Ambani and
Radhika Merchant’s grand wedding
festivities. The traditional
ensemble comes from the shelves
of designer Seema Gujral’s
eponymous label. It is available
on the brand’s official website
and is called Powder Blue Floral
',. Lehenga Set. The lehenga set
will cost you Rs 2.48.,000.
Sara’s lehenga set by Seema
4." Gujral comprises a bralette,
lehenga skirt and dupatta.
Embellished with powder blue
three-dimensional floral embroidery,
crystals, pearls and sequins on an ivory
base, the ensemble is an excellent choice
for bridesmaids during the wedding
season.Sara’s sleeveless blouse features a
plunging neckline, a pearl tassel
embellished drop hem, a backless design
and a fitted bust, while the lehenga features a
cinch edwaistand an A-line flared skirt. She completed the look by
draping the matching embroidered net dupatta over her arms.Sara
accessorised the ensemble with a pearl-embellished clutch, a
dainty diamond necklace, earrings and a bracelet. She wore her
hair in a centre parting and braided style adorned with delicate
baby’s breath flowers. Darkened eyebrows, pink lips, black
eyeliner, blush-tinted cheeks, mascaraed lashes and
shimmery pink eyeshadow rounded out the makeup.
Sara Tendulkar is the daughter of cricket legend Sachin
Tendulkar and his wife Anjali Tendulkar. She is rumoured to
be dating cricketer Shubman Gill. However, both of them
have never commented on the matter.Although she has
« _ yet to face the camera, Sara is already popular on
1« Instagram. Sachin’s daughter, who holds a Masters
degree, has a massive following of 6.8 million on
Instagram. She often shares videos from shoots
and has also been endorsing several brands on
‘; . social media.

rive Your Monday blues Away <
Ethnic outfits are always in fashion. From weddings to festive gatherings, ethnic fits are always in style, - /

especially sarees. If you're still not convinced, check out actress Keerthy Suresh’s latest photoshoot in a / ¥
blush pink saree, which has taken the internet by storm. Keerthy is currently busy with the promotions for 4 P
her upcoming film, Raghu Thatha. She has once again displayed her impeccable sense of style by . ?-‘
donning a gorgeous saree, which enhanced her elegance and grace. Let’s take a closer look at it. "fﬁ‘ i
Keerthy Suresh chose a blush pink saree from the wardrobe of designer Archana Rao. Her saree was E ]
no regular one; it was a two-way saree, which is a modern take on the traditional garment, and this ,‘, /
innovative feature allows the saree to be draped in different styles. Her saree gives a playful and *E‘; -
fresh touch, thanks to its L
beautiful print of small ';‘
wildflowers all over it. 5.0
The saree’s opposite )
side is vivid crimson
that is trimmed with
dainty lace, which
creates a stunning
contrast that elevates the
ensemble. She teamed her
saree with a matching strappy blou
se. As per reports, her saree comes with a
price tag of Rs 42,000.Her selection of
accessories enhanced her entire look.
Keerthy chose elegant jewellery, such as
silver earrings and a big ring. Her jewellery
accessorised the stunning saree, while
adding a hint of glitz. She kept her make-
up subtle and natural, including proper
contouring, a trace of kohl, winged
eyeliner, and a pink lip colour matching her entire ensemble. She left her hair open in soft waves, which
added to her overall elegant aspect and accentuated her beauty. ;
The pictures went viral in no time. Fans showered compliments in the comment section. One of'the users
wrote, “Damn, you look so cute and sweet.” Another one added, “Looking Gorgeous, Keerthi.”
Many showered red hearts and fire emojis in the comment box.Keerthy Suresh’s upcoming project,
Raghu Thatha, is written and directed by Suman Kumar. It also stars MS Bhaskar, Ravindra Vijay,
and Rajeev Ravindranathan in the pivotal roles.
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Auron Mein Kahan Dum Tha
‘Tuu’ Song: Ajay Devgn and
Tabu Give A Glimpse Of Their
Heartwarming Chemistry

)

o 2

As anticipation to watch Ajay Devgn and Tabu’s
chemistry in Neeraj Pandey’s Auron Mein Kahan
Dum Tha increases each day, the makers have
released a short love story through their latest music
video, Tuu. Showcasing young and growing love
with the vibrancy of festivities, the song captures
various festivals, from Janmastmi to Holi, and
illustrates the seven stages of love.

The song features a grand sequence of Matki Fod, a
colourful Holi, and scenes exploring the rarely shot
interiors of the Gateway of India, among other
beautiful and visionary moments that display the
innocent feeling of love. Tuu has been composed by
the Oscar-winning maestro M, M. Kareem, sung by
Sukhwinder Singh and Javed Ali. Auron Mein
Kahan Dum Tha marks Ajay and Tabu’s tenth film
together and fans are eager to watch them together as
lovers. Director Neeraj Panday reveals that he
wasn’t aware of their off-screen camaraderie but he
always knew that they were the perfect fit for the
film. *“Two years back, when we were figuring out
our next theatrical release, the germ of'this film came
to me. It was there in some form in my head before
that but I didn’t actually sit down and write about it
till two years ago. And Ajay and Tabu were my first
choices. Having said that, I don’t know if it’s their
friendship that translated onscreen because 1 know
nothing about its background," the filmmaker said.

*The much-awaited love saga, ‘Auron Mein Kahan

Dum Tha’, will have its theatrical release on 2nd

August 2024. The anticipation for the film has been

increasing each day as fans eagerly await the chance

to witness the chemistry between Ajay Devgn and

Tabu in this heartfelt story by Neeraj Pandey," the

makers said in a press release issued a week

back.Presented by NH Studioz, Auron Mein Kahan

Dum Tha is a Friday Filmworks Production,

produced by Narendra Hirawat, Kumar Mangat

Pathak (Panorama Studios), Sangeeta Ahir, and

Shital Bhatia. The film is set for a theatrical release

on 2nd August 2024.

Vicky Kaushal Opens Up On
Working With Rashmika

Mandanna in Chaava: ‘The

Onl Person Who an. .

Vicky Kaushal and Rashmika Mandanna will soon
be seen sharing the screen space together for a
one-of-a kind historical drama ‘Chhava’. The
movie will star Vicky as Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj, while Rashmika Mandanna will step
into the role of Yesubai Bhonsale. As the fans wait
eagerly to see their favourite stars in an intense
historical drama, the former recently opened up o
working with Rashmika in the film.In a recent
interview, Vicky praised Rashmika in the film and
added, “Rashmika is the only person who can
make hearts in 56 ways. But another sweetheart of
a person. Humne saath mein hamari agli film
Chaava hain where Rashmika and I got to act for
the first time together. And she brings in so much
positivity on the sets. She is a person like that. So
sheis beautiful at heart.”

With a smile that can light up any room, Rashmika
Mandanna has become synonymous with warmth
and positivity in the entertainment industry. Her
fans adore her not only for her talent but also for
her unwavering connection with them. Always
eager to keep her fans in the loop, she ensures they
are updated on every aspect of her life and career
journey.

Chaava is a historical drama that revolves around
the life of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the son
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. In the film, Vicky
Kaushal is set to portray the character of
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, the eldest son of
the Maratha empire’s founder. On the other hand,
Rashmika Mandanna takes on the role of Yesubai
Bhonsale in the film. The film also stars Akshaye
Khanna, Ashutosh Rana, and Divya Dutta in key
roles. According to a report by Pinkvilla, actor
Neil Bhoopalam has also been roped in to portray
the character of a Mughal prince in the
film.Chaava marks the second collaboration
between Vicky Kaushal and Laxman Utekar after
Zara Hatke Zara Bachke. The film is scheduled to
hit theatres on December 6, 2024. Apart from
Chaava, Vicky Kaushal has a stunning lineup of
projects in his kitty. He was last seen in Bad Newz
with Triptii Dimri and Ammy Virk.
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