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Hasina must learn
from Rajapaksa ouster

POLITICAL street violence in Bangladesh has
been a recurring event for nearly three decades.
But even by these standards, the killing of over
100 people, many of them student protesters shot
dead by the police, is a new low in the five-decade
history of the country. With this, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, who in January won a fourth
consecutive term in office in an election
boycotted by the Opposition, on a barely 40 per
cent turnout, has entered politically hazardous
territory. The Bangladesh Supreme Court’s order
slashing the quota of 30 per cent of government
jobs for descendants of freedom fighters, and
bringing down all reservation to a total of 7 per
cent from the previous 56 per cent, may not end
the Bangladesh leader’s troubles.

The protests against the quota for freedom fighters
are just one manifestation of deep anger against a
Prime Minister who was once hailed as a model of
democracy and secularism in the Islamic world,
but who has since consolidated her hold on power
in the manner of an authoritarian — describing the
Opposition as ‘terrorists’, jailing its leaders,
lashing out at critics as ‘traitors’ to the nation,
muzzling the media, and being accused by rights
activists of using enforced disappearances and
extra-judicial killings to silence them. Hasina,
who has survived more than one assassination
attempt, would like the world to see her as the last
woman standing between Islamist extremism and
her fragile country. But even her supporters are
finding it hard to justify her methods.

Writing in these columns recently on the 75th
anniversary of the Awami League, the party of
Bangladesh’s liberation that Hasina has led for
four decades, Mahfuz Anam, editor of The Daily
Star, described how it had lost its way badly. The
Awami League, he wrote, “today is its own judge
and jury. It is a typical example of a political party
living in its own bubble. And since it has
monopoly control on all the levers of power, the
bubble, as fragile as it is, can also be dangerous.
This is so because the reality presented by the
bubble can form the basis of decisions that can
fatally harm us all.”Hasina has been in office
continuously since January 2009. Her landslide
victory in the December 2008 elections came
after a tumultuous period for the country and was
hailed internationally as a win for progressive
forces in Bangladesh. But a mutiny by officers of
the Bangladesh Rifles in February 2009, a month
after she was sworn in, shook her government.

Hasina survived that crisis, with Delhi holding her
hand. In the 15 years since then, Bangladesh’s
economic turnaround and its solid progress on
human development indicators — the country is
set to graduate from the Least Developed
Category in 2026 — won her much international
admiration, at the same time as her increasingly
authoritarian political style drew criticism and
made her unpopular at home.The 2012-13 fast-
tracking of a process to punish Pakistan’s Islamist
collaborators during the 1971 Liberation War,
which led to the execution of six Jamaat-e-Islami
leaders and one of the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) after a quick trial and
conviction by a special court, fuelled polarisation
in the polity. The Jamaat-e-Islami was banned,
and the BNP has since boycotted two elections —
in 2013 and 2023 — over its unmet demand for a
caretaker government to oversee the electoral
process. The party contested the 2018 election,
but its leader, Khaleda Zia, was convicted and
jailed, and not allowed to run.The Hasina
government’s counter-terrorism response after a
wave of Islamist-linked killings of secular
activists culminating in the 2016 terrorist attack
on a cafe in Dhaka, is seen to have been effective.
But Hasina’s one-party rule and the government’s
single-minded focus on wiping out the political
opposition have led to a vacuum in the polity that
is being filled by a yearning in large sections of
the public for Islamic governance. This is
especially so as Bangladesh’s economic dream
run has now run out of gas, literally. Russia’s
Ukraine war slowed down the country’s post-
pandemic recovery, with a direct impact on the
citizens. Food inflation is high. An acute
unemployment crisis has worsened people’s
lives. And a young population is demanding
political accountability from an unresponsive

WITH a new Prime Minister at the helm, Nepal [

THE BJP-led Centre’s decision to lift the ban on

Relations between the BJP and the RSS are going

government. This is why the quota in jobs brought
students out on the streets, resulting in last week’s

bloodshed.

I had just joined the police service and was posted as
the Kapurthala SSP in 1971. I happened to visit my
village over a weekend, expecting a lazy morning and
day. However, [ was woken up well before sunrise by
an old family helper, who informed me that one Jeetu
Jatt from a neighbouring village wanted to see me. I
recalled that Jeetu was a minor-league soothsayer
who helped people locate their lost/stolen cattle.
Jeetu seemed visibly embarrassed as he told me that a
pair of his oxen had been stolen from his haveli. I
asked him to report it to the police; he very
hesitatingly told me that it would be bad for his
business as a soothsayer if he sought the help of the
police. Anyway, his cattle were found and his
reputation remained intact. Now, it is generally
believed that such activities remain confined to the
poor and uneducated — let me dispel you of any such
delusion. After many years and many experiences in
the police service, let me cut to the chase. This is a
story of our country and its various soothsayers,
shamans, babas and how, from being harmless petty
manipulators, they rise to control the very levers of
power.I was posted in Delhi as the head of a premier
force at the turn of the century. After a couple of days,
a retired senior officer came to me and virtually
ordered me to accompany him to a very well-known
baba. I told him that [ knew the gentleman and that I
would not go to him. One had observed his progress
from the tehsil level to the district and onto the state
capital, where he was known to be a small-timer,
peddling falsehoods to novices (most locals knew of
him and in Punjabi style had given him a comical
moniker). His move to Delhi was a masterstroke and
he literally struck gold by being this novel, bold
godman. My former boss was taken aback by my
refusal and further impressed on me that my presence
had been especially requested by the man himself. I

Nepal’s political churn a test for its ties with India

India could do more than any other count

has had its 30th change in the head of
government since the 1990 Jana Andolan —
which instituted constitutional monarchy —
and the 15th since the 2006 Loktantra Andolan,
which abolished the monarchy and established a
parliamentary republic. In the last nine years,
the government has changed eight times, with

KP Sharma Oli of the Communist Party of FE

Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist), Pushpa
Kamal Dahal of the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre) and Sher Bahadur Deuba of the
Nepali Congress successively becoming the
PM. Ideology has nothing to do with political
changes in Nepal.Oli has become the PM for the
fourth time, with a comfortable majority. He won
the floor test in the 275-member Pratinidhi Sabha
(House of Representatives) on Sunday with more
than two-thirds majority, with 188 votes in favour of
the Vote of Confidence motion tabled by him.

Former Ambassador to India and retired Kathmandu

University professor Lok Raj Baral recently
described Nepali politics as being “full of
absurdities” and termed the frequent changes in its
government ‘pantomime’ or ‘nautanki’. In his first
tenure, Oli was annoyed with India. He made
several anti-Indian moves. For example, he claimed
that Thori (near Birgunj) was the real Ayodhya —
the birthplace of Lord Ram, an avatar of Lord
Vishnu. Some news outlets reported that Nepal’s
archaeological department was considering
excavation in the region. He further claimed that
‘Singhadeva Jayate’, and not ‘Satyameva Jayate’,
appeared to be India’s national motto. He got
Nepal’s map and Constitution changed to extend its
boundary with India north-westward and not
northward, enlarging the disputed area manifold and
making a resolution difficult.The general
perception that Oli is pro-China is incorrect. A
nationalist politician, he would want Nepal’s
stability and development. Having close ties with
India would be a prerequisite for that. While India
has no issue with Nepal maintaining good relations
with China, what makes the India-Nepal
relationship unique are the ties of geography, history
and culture and the open border between the two
countries.This could be further transformed through
initiatives on electricity trade, climate change
cooperation and connectivity that have already been

government employees from participating in
activities of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) is an attempt by the ruling party to reach out
to the Hindutva organisation and convey the
impression that everything is hunky-dory within
the Sangh Parivar. Asserting that the move would
strengthen the country’s democratic system, the
RSS has accused erstwhile (read Congress)
governments of furthering their political interests
by imposing the ban. Attacking the Centre, the
Congress has said that the new order would test the
neutrality of public servants.

through a rough patch, particularly after the
saffron party fell short of a majority in the Lok
Sabha. The BJP’s below-par performance in the
parliamentary elections has given ample fodder to
the Sangh top brass to fire no-holds-barred salvos.

RSS leader Indresh Kumar said Lord Ram had stopped an

agreed upon. For the last two years, the Nepal
Electricity Authority has been selling surplus
electricity produced at its hydropower plants in
Kaligandaki, Trishuli and Devighat to India through
the Indian Energy Exchange at a remunerative price
of over Rs 6 per unit. The India-Nepal Joint Vision
Statement on Power Sector Cooperation adopted in
April 2022 envisages three activities: the joint
development of power sector projects in Nepal,
building cross-border transmission infrastructure
and bi-directional power trade. But some hostile
elements in Nepal are opposed to it.It is interesting
to recall that when Chandra Shekhar, arguably the
most Nepal-friendly Indian PM, visited Kathmandu
in February 1991, he spoke expansively about the
potential of India-Nepal cooperation in the
hydropower sector at a press conference, after
which he asked a young Nepali journalist, Vijay
Kumar, to stay and have tea with him. The first thing
PM Shekhar said was, “Don’t believe a word of
what I just said for public consumption.” Seeing that
Vijay was perplexed, the then Indian premier
recounted his upbringing in a hut in a Ballia village
in eastern Uttar Pradesh that had no electricity. His
father had told him then that India would soon be
free: “Tab hamara mitra desh Nepal unnati ke path
par hoga aur hamen bijli dega. Ab hamare baal safed
ho gaye par Nepal se hamare ghar bijli nahin ayi.
Nepali apne ko andhere mein rakhenge aur hamein
bhi andhere mein rahne denge!”

This anecdote illustrates how things have changed.

While India has supplied electricity to Nepal over
the past few decades, the power trade between the
two nations is beginning to reverse its course. Nepal
has started producing electricity, and India buys
only the surplus, whose export will redress Nepal’s
trade balance and improve its public finance.

Reaching out to RSS

BJP lifts ban in a bid to placate Sangh

‘arrogant’ party that claimed to be ‘Ram Bhakt’ from

attaining a majority, while Sangh mouthpiece Organiser

Education is the antidote to deras and babas

Babas demand unquestioning faith and politicians prefer to keep the masses ignorant — neither wants or encourages the spirit of enquiry.

stuck to my guns, but let me briefly
describe first-hand accounts from these
satsangs of the baba (our agencies kept
us abreast). Virtually a galaxy of VIPs,
including secretaries to the Government
of India and their wives, Union
ministers and other top-ranking persons
were in attendance. What were they
doing? Some of these otherwise snooty
memsahibs were massaging the |
master’s feet, and others were doing F
‘champi’ on his head, etc. One had to =
blink one’s eyes and pinch oneself to |
believe that this was happening in real &
time.These godmen exercised influence |
in national-level policymaking, both |
economic and political. There were
godmen who operated many rungs
higher than the Delhi master and their |
bejewelled fingers wrought many a
miracle — to name a few, Dhirendra

Brahmachari, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and
Chandraswami come to mind. Moving back again to
the present, the landscape is dotted with deras and
babas of various hues and sizes. There are ordinary
village-level babas, besides those at the city, state,
regional and national levels. Most of them are part
miracle men, part politicians, part businessmen, part
real estate holders and, above all, great influence
peddlers. The poor go to them for minor daily needs,
the rich to get richer, the politicians to get votes and
thus power. Trust me, the bigger the dera, the greater
the vote bank and bigger the number of politicians in
attendance at election time. Please do not think I'm
exaggerating. State intelligence departments have
carried out a census of these deras and their
approximate following and financial holdings. This

information is used to woo them or blackmail them.
Security details are attached to them. And depending
on the scale, the weightage of the baba goes up or
down. Today, they have started going a step further
by fighting elections themselves — the politician
himself is threatened. Remember the disco baba and
the havoc he caused in Haryana? He appeared to
alternate between the jail and his ashrams as per his
whims and fancies. Then there are the various babas
confined on charges of rape and murder, for whom
the jail is also an ashram.

Lest the reader get the mistaken belief that this is
happening only now in India, let me disabuse you of
that. There are many such cases in the history of the
world where superstition, fear and poverty have been
manipulated by godmen to pursue their goals. They
went by many names — shamans to the Mongols,

ry for transit and connectivity with Nepal.

Another way for Nepal to balance its trade
would be to stop importing petroleum products
from India and import them from elsewhere.
India is the sole supplier of oil to Nepal. PM
Narendra Modi and Oli had jointly inaugurated
South Asia’s first cross-border petroleum
products pipeline from Motihari in India to
Amlekhgunj in Nepal in September 2019. This
was built by the Indian Oil Corporation ahead
of schedule to ensure regular and affordable
petroleum supplies to Nepal.
Not only is India now importing Nepalese
electricity, but it is also on the verge of agreeing
to the wheeling of Nepalese electricity to
Bangladesh, the first such trilateral arrangement
among any three countries in South Asia.India could
do more than any other country for transit and
connectivity with Nepal. Under the Belt and Road
Initiative, China had promised the construction of a
Trans-Himalayan Multi-dimensional Connectivity
Network, but there is no evidence of it on the
ground. India has offered to effectively end Nepal’s
landlocked situation by building a rail link to
Kathmandu and providing Nepal access to the Bay
of Bengal through waterways. The Final Location
Survey report of the Raxaul-Kathmandu rail link
has been with the Government of Nepal since June
last year.

China’s 2016 Transit and Transport Agreement with

Nepal gives the latter access to several Chinese
ports. But in the past eight years, the routes have
remained unutilised because of long and
uneconomic distances. Nepal’s third-country trade
continues through the Indian ports of Kolkata and
Visakhapatnam. Should Nepal require ports on
India’s western coastline, such as Kandla, for its
exports to the Gulf, West Asia, Africa or Europe,
India would facilitate it. Under an India-Bangladesh
arrangement, the two countries have agreed to give
Nepal transit facilities through Kakarvitta-Fulbari
(Phulbari)-Banglabandha to the ports of Chittagong
and Mongla.The frequent change of leadership in
Nepal leads to endemic political instability. India is
slowly learning to shield its bilateral relationship
from the vicissitudes of Nepal’s domestic politics.
With their cultural closeness, Indians and Nepalese
are guilty of a degree of complacency towards one
another. They should, instead, invest more in each
other.

observed that the electoral outcome was a
‘reality check’ for overconfident BJP workers.
Last week, RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
apparently alluded to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi when he talked about the
human ambition to become a superman and a
god. Moreover, Sangh leaders have sent out a
message that their organisation will not play
second fiddle to the BJP.

Dependent on allies for the first time in a
decade, the BJP seems keen to make
concessions for the sake of staying in power.
With the RSS centenary coming up next year,
the ruling party is expected to go all out to
appease Bhagwat and Co. Lifting of the ban
will help in ironing out some of the
differences, even as the onus is on the
government to address concerns and allay
fears over the contentious decision’s impact

on governance.

witch doctors to the Red Indians,
Druids in England, soothsayers in
ancient Greece — but the evil they
sowed has been the same through
history. In Russia, Rasputin cast an evil
shadow on the rule of the Tzars. When
one Rasputin or godman reaches the
top, other minions mushroom across
the land.In the early part of the 20th
century, the Sikhs had to launch a full-
fledged movement to free their shrines
from the mahants, who had been
propped up by the British and had
converted the historic gurdwaras into
personal fiefdoms shorn of their
religious and historic presence. And so
the great game continues — charlatans,
godmen, politicians pitted against the
common man. The men of science and
an even temperament are in a hopeless
minority. Such is the scourge of these
babas that the poor especially are held by them in a
vice-like grip of ignorance and hope. The only
remedy for most of our problems, including this one,
is education of the highest quality made available to
all. Education removes all these cobwebs and
develops a scientific temperament. Above all, it
teaches us to question everything and everyone in
order to come to rational answers, and that is why
these babas demand unquestioning faith and
politicians prefer to keep the masses ignorant —
neither wants or encourages the spirit of enquiry. In
conclusion, I can only turn back to Rabindranath
Tagore and his timeless wisdom: “Where the mind is
without fear... where knowledge is free... into that
heaven of freedom, my father, let my country
awake.”
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Gold, silver price : Precious
metals record hike on MCX

NEW DELHI. Both gold and silver prices recorded a
hike on the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on
Wednesday, July 24, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on
August 5, 2024, stood at Rs 68,865 per 10 grams on the
MCX, after recording a jump of Rs 355 or 0.52 per cent.
The previous close was recorded at Rs
68,510.Meanwhile, silver futures, maturing on
September 5, 2024, witnessed a marginal hike of Rs 287
or 0.34 per cent and were retailing at Rs 85,206 per kg
on the MCX against the previous close 0f Rs 84,919.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES INMAJOR CITIES

The gold and silver prices in India depend on several
factors, including the value of the rupee against the
dollar. Global demand also plays a key role in
determining the trends observed in the rate of precious
metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN INTERNATIONAL
MARKET

Gold prices inched higher on Wednesday, with investors
awaiting U.S. economic data that could influence the
Federal Reserve's rate-cut timeline, news agency
Reuters reported.According to the latest metal report,
spot gold rose 0.3 per cent to $2,416.62 per ounce by
0402 GMT, while, U.S. gold futures gained 0.4 per cent
to $2,417.10.Among other precious metals, spot silver
gained 0.2 per cent to $29.28 per ounce.

Another ‘jumla’: P
Chidambaram on job creation
promises in Budget 2024

New Delhi. Congress's Rajya Sabha MP and former
Union Finance Minister P Chidambaram has
questioned the employment-linked incentives (ELIs)
announced by the government in Budget 2024, saying
the projected figures of beneficiaries are "highly
exaggerated".

Speaking to India Today TV, Chidambaram said he
doesn't believe that the government will be able to
create two crore jobs in a year as mentioned in the
Budget."I don't believe the numbers. 210 lakh, 30 lakh,
50 lakh, adding up to 290 lakh. I think this is another
jumla. Like they said that they will create two crore
jobs a year. I don't believe this," he said.In her Budget
speech, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced three employment-linked schemes. One of
the schemes is aimed at first-time employees
registered with the Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) and offers up to Rs 15,000. The
Finance Minister said the scheme would support
young professionals earning up to Rs 1 lakh per month
and would benefit 210 lakh youths.

Chidambaram said it would be important to see how
many industrial units, enterprises, and businesses are
brought under the scheme."l want to see the actual
recruitment, and only then I'll believe these numbers.
These are highly exaggerated numbers. Suddenly, how
do they hit upon 290 lakh jobs?" he asked.The former
Finance Minister further said the government, in this
Budget, finally acknowledged that unemployment and
inflation were points of concern, something he said
were mentioned prominently in the Congress's election
manifesto.

"We have been saying that for the last several years.
Unemployment is the number one challenge and
inflation is number two. [ am glad the government has
finally, although belatedly, acknowledged it after they
learnt a lesson in the (Lok Sabha) election," he said.

Electronics sector gets
biggest PLI allocation

NEW DELHI. In the Budget, the finance minister has
allocated Rs 12,493.02 crore for the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme across different

sectors for this financial year.

The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) has received the largest share,
with Rs 6,200 crore earmarked for electronics
manufacturing.For large-scale electronics
manufacturing, the government has earmarked Rs
6,125 crore, while the incentive for IT Hardware is Rs
75 crore. Over and above, for the development of
Semiconductors and Display Manufacturing
Ecosystem in India, Rs 6,903 crore has been allocated
in this Budget.Another significant chunk has gone to
the automobile sector. The scheme for the automobiles
and its components has been increased to Rs 3,500
crore, a 624% jump from Rs 484 crore in the revised
estimates of 2023-24. The reason being, as per the
economic survey released on July 22, 2024, the PLI
scheme for automobiles and auto components has
attracted investments of Rs 14,043 crore till March
2024, accounting for 20% of the total committed
amount of Rs 67,690 crore.

The PLI scheme was introduced to promote domestic
manufacturing and has achieved success in mobile
manufacturing. India’s mobile phone production has
grown from 5.8 crore units in 2014-15 to 33 crore units
in 2023-24, with exports increasing to nearly 5 crore
units.Subsequently, the government has expanded the
PLI scheme to 14 sectors, including
telecommunications, white goods, textiles, medical
devices, automobiles, specialty steel, food products,
solar PV modules, advanced chemistry cell batteries,
drones, and drug manufacturing industries.

This year, the government has allocated Rs 2,143 crore
for PLI in the pharmaceutical industry, Rs 57 crore for
drones and drone components, and Rs 298.02 crore for
ACs and LED lights. However, no allocation has been
made for PLI scheme to promote telecom
manufacturing.

Mobile manufacturing

Mobile phone exports have risen significantly, from Rs
1,556 crore in 2014-15 to Rs 1,28,982 crore in 2023-
24, while imports have decreased from Rs 48,609
crore to Rs 7,665 crore during the period

Education loans up via e-
vouchers, UGC budget cut

The Budget introduced
significant financial support
for higher education loans
while imposing a
substantial cut on the
University Grants
Commission (UGC) budget
by over 60%.

NEW DELHI. Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced an
allocation of Rs 1.20 lakh crore for
education in the Union Budget for 2024-
25. The salient point of the proposals is
that loans up to Rs 10 lakh for higher
education in domestic institutions will

Explained: How will Budget 2024 impact

be facilitated through e-vouchers,
directly benefiting one lakh students
annually with an interest subvention
of 3%.The Budget introduced
significant financial support for
higher education loans while
imposing a substantial cut on the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) budget by over 60%.
Despite significant budgetary
reductions in some areas, the overall
allocation for the Ministry of
Education has been pegged at over
Rs 1.20 lakh crore, down from the
revised estimate of Rs 1.29 lakh
crore in the previous financial year.
The UGC funding has been
dramatically reduced from the previous
year’s revised estimate of Rs 6,409
crore to Rs 2,500 crore, marking a
60.99% cut. The budget for Indian
Institutes of Management (IIMs) too has
been cut for the second consecutive
year, dropping from Rs 331 crore to Rs
212 crore. Indian Institutes of

Technology (IITs) have also
experienced a marginal budget cut from
Rs 10,384.21 crore to Rs 10,324.50
crore.

The budget for Central universities has
seen a significant increase by over 28%,
rising to Rs 15,472 crore from the
previous revised estimate of Rs

12,000.08 crore. Additionally, the
budget for school education has
increased by over Rs 535 crore,
benefiting Kendriya Vidyalayas,
Navodaya Vidyalayas, NCERT,
PM Shri schools, and state
governments.

UGC chairman M. Jagadesh Kumar
said an allocation of Rs 47,619
crore to higher education marked
an 8% increase over last year’s
budget. He said the UGC budget
includes three components: UGC,
Central universities, and deemed
universities. From 2024-25,
funding for colleges affiliated with
Central universities will shift from
UGC to Central universities
budget line.

Significant financial aid

Budget introduced significant financial
support for higher education loans while
imposing a substantial cut on the
University Grants Commission (UGC)
budget by over 60%.

Sensex, Nifty open lower
after budget day; realty

your mutual fund investments

Budget 2024: Radhika Gupta,
MD and CEO of Edelweiss
Mutual Fund discussed in detail
the changes in mutual fund
taxation following the Union

Budget 2024.

New Delhi. The Union Budget 2024
has introduced significant changes to
the taxation of mutual funds, aiming
to simplify the tax structure and
provide clarity for investors. These
changes impact various types of
mutual funds differently, altering how
they are taxed in both the short and
long term.

Radhika Gupta, MD & CEO of
Edelweiss Mutual Fund, discussed the
overall announcements in the budget
on social media platform X and also
shared a video explaining the changes
in mutual fund taxation following the
Union Budget 2024.

She explained that before the Budget,
mutual funds were subject to varying

tax categories, including long-term
and short-term capital gains, marginal
and

tax rates, indexation

benefits. With this Budget, all of this
gets simplified and the concept of
indexation goes away,” Gupta noted.

How will Budget 2024 impact your
mutual fund investments?Under the
new tax regime, there are now three
main categories for mutual fund
taxation.The first category includes
equity mutual funds with more than
65% equity holdings."They are taxed
as capital assets—20% in the short
term and 12.5% in the long term, with
long term being anything held for
more than one year,” Gupta said.

The second category consists of funds

holding more than 65% in debt

securities. These are taxed at the

marginal rate without any distinction
between short-term and long-term
investments.Gupta pointed out that
this category remains unchanged
from the previous year.

The third category encompasses funds
that do not fit into the first two
categories, such as gold index funds,
gold ETFs, funds of funds investing
in equity, international funds, and
conservative or hybrid funds.

Gupta said, “These have a taxation in
short term at marginal rate and long

term is 12.5% where long term means
more than two years.”Discussing the
impact of these changes, Gupta said
the benefits for long-term investors in
the third category.“If you are a long-
term investor, instead of attracting the
marginal rate of taxation, they now
attract 12.5% capital gains tax over a
two-year long term,” she said.Overall,
she indicated that the Budget 2024
simplifies the tax structure for mutual
funds and provides significant
benefits for long-term investors in
specific categories.

Experts welcome budget relief for cancer
patients, urge higher health spending

NEW DELHI. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced a
major relief for cancer patients in
the country in the Union Budget
2014-25.The budget proposed to
exempt three crucial cancer
treatment medicines that are
needed for patients in India from
customs duty.What are these drugs
used for specifically?Trastuzumab
Deruxtecan: This is an antibody-
drug conjugate used primarily to
treat HER2-positive breast cancer
that has spread to other parts of the
body (metastatic). It is also being
studied for use in other types of
cancer, such as gastric cancer.

NEW DELHI. The Union Budget 2024
announcements have put the spotlight on
several sectors and stocks, with most
experts calling it a balanced plan.Sujan
Hajra, Chief Economist & Executive
Director at Anand Rathi Shares and Stock
Brokers, said the budget reflects a
strategic “balancing act, meticulously
maintaining fiscal health while
vigorously pursuing economic
growth”.“Infrastructure, manufacturing
and housing—critical engines driving the
nation's long-term economic strength, are
key focus areas in this budget. Parallelly,
the government has, aiming to boost
consumption, crafted specific initiatives
especially for the weaker economic
sections and lower- and middle-income
classes, through a sharper focus on
agriculture, employment incentives,
welfare programs and tailored income-
tax relief,” Hajra said.“As such, we
believe this budget sets the stage for the
next five years of the Modi 3.0
government with structural growth in
focus and would be positive for
consumption- and infrastructure-
oriented sectors,” he added.

Anand Rathi Shares and Stock Brokers also

Osimertinib: This is a targeted
therapy used to treat non-small cell
lung cancer (NSCLC) with
specific mutations in the EGFR
gene. It is particularly effective
against cancers that have
developed resistance to earlier
generations of EGFR inhibitors.

Durvalumab: This is an
immunotherapy drug that works by
blocking the PD-LI1 protein,
helping the immune system to
attack cancer cells. It is used to
treat non-small cell lung cancer
(NSCLC) and urothelial
carcinoma (bladder cancer).

How commonly are these drugs

prescribed?

Trastuzumab Deruxtecan: This is
commonly prescribed for patients
with advanced HER2-positive
breast cancer who have not
responded to other treatments. It is
relatively new but has shown
significant promise in clinical
trials.

Osimertinib: This is widely
prescribed for patients with EGFR-
mutated non-small cell lung
cancer. [tis often used as a first-line
treatment and is also prescribed for
patients whose cancer has
progressed despite other EGFR
inhibitors.

stocks fall, ITC gains

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices
opened slightly lower a day after Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the
Union Budget 2024.

The S&P BSE Sensex was down 48.96 points at
80,380.08 at 9:24 am, while the NSE Nifty50 fell
15.90 points to trade at 24,463.15. All the other
broader market indices also opened traded flat.

While most other sectoral indices gained, Nifty
realty fell after Sitharaman proposed to remove
the indexation benefit for some asset classes like
gold and property.Experts believe that there
could be a short-term impact on realty stocks due
to the move.On the other hand, consumer-
oreinted stocks are likely to rise as a result of the
government's announcement related to income
tax. The new tax regime has been sweetened
slightly, with marginal revision in the tax slabs
and a hiked standard deduction.

The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were ITC,
Titan, HDFCLife, Tata Motors and Tech
Mahindra. On the other hand, the top losers were
Tata Consumer Products, HUL, Bajaj Finance,
Nestle India and Britannia.Dr. V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial

Services, said, "Now that the steep increase in
STCGs tax and the marginal increase in LTCGs
tax on equity is a reality, investors should focus
on investing in stocks which can deliver superior
returns. In the present context FMCG stocks
look attractive from the valuation
perspective.""Watch out for stocks like ITC and
United Spirits. It is important to understand that
the Budget strengthens the India Growth Story
with focus on growth with financial stability.
The fiscal consolidation being attempted
through the Budget is a big positive that should
not be missed amidst the concerns of increase in
capital gains tax. Another important factor is that
the removal of indexation benefits on gold and
real estate will make equity a superior asset
class, relatively," he added.

"The higher tax on F&O trading is intended to
discourage the excessive speculation in this

highlighted some stocks that are
poised to benefit from the strategic
measures announced in the budget.
The brokerage firm’s key picks include
Astral, Crompton Greaves Consumer,
Dabur, Finolex Cables, Hero
MotoCorp, HG Infra, HUL, ICICI
Bank, M&M, NCC, Neogen
Chemicals, PNC Infra, SBI, Sagar
Cements, Senco, Siemens, Shilchar
Technologies, Spandana Sphoorty,

Sumitomo Chemicals, Suzlon, and
Ultratech.“We believe equity markets
will credit this government’s
adeptness in navigating the complex
landscape of economic governance
amid fiscal prudence. We believe this
budget will benefit industries such as
agro-chemicals, automobiles, capital
goods, cement, infrastructure, FMCG,
metals, retail and renewable energy,”
Hajrasaid.

The IT sector might grapple with
implications of changes to the share-
buyback policy, whereas the financial
sector largely remains neutral. Further,
we believe the change in the indexation
norm for real estate may not impact end-
user demand,” he added.Disclaimer: The

segment and, therefore, is a welcome move."

ICICI Bank, Dabur, HUL and more:
These stocks in focus after Budget 2024

views, opinions, recommendations, and

suggestions expressed by
experts/brokerages in this article are their
own and do not reflect the views of the
India Today Group. It is advisable to
consult a qualified broker or financial
advisor before making any actual
investment or trading choices.)How will
Budget 2024 impact stock markets?In
addition, Hajra highlighted that the
budget maintains fiscal prudence by
reducing the fiscal deficit target by 20
basis points to 4.9% of FY25e GDP and

retaining a target of 4.5% for
FY26.He noted that a big focus of
the budget is on sectors like
agriculture, education, and
employment generation to drive
economic advancement and
inclusivity.

The anticipated boost in consumer
spending, especially at the
grassroots level, is expected to
catalyse a sustained recovery.
Income-tax relief measures for the
new tax regime are designed to
further stimulate consumption
demand, particularly for lower-
income groups.

“The budget prioritises sectors such
as agriculture, education and
employment generation, broadening the
base for economic advancement and
ensuring inclusivity in growth
trajectories. This strategy is anticipated to
catalyse a sustained recovery in
consumer spending, especially at the
grassroots level. Further, the income-tax
relief measures announced for the new
tax regime could boost consumption
demand, especially at the bottom of the
pyramid,” Sujan Hajra said.
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New UK Foreign Secretary arrives in

Delhi on 1st visit, free trade

New Delhi. UK Foreign Secretary David

UK Foreign Secretary

David Lammy has

arrived in Delhi for a

two-day visit to India.

His visit marks the first

high-level discussion

hetween the two

nations after Keir

Starmer's Labour

government came to

power in the UK

general elections.

Lammy has arrived in New Delhi for a two-
day visit to India in the first high-level
discussion between the two sides after Keir
Starmer's Labour government came to power
in the general elections."Warm welcome to
UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy as he
arrives in New Delhi on his first official visit
since the assumption of office. The visit will
strengthen the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership between the two countries and
will make the 'living bridge' between India
and the UK stronger," the External Affairs
Ministry tweeted.During David Lammy's
visit, he will highlight the importance of the
new partnership with India with a focus on
economic, domestic and global security.

"I am travelling to India in my first month as
Foreign Secretary because resetting our
relationship with the Global South is a key
part of how this government will reconnect
Britain for our security and prosperity at
home," David Lammy said.The long-
pending India-UK Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) will feature in the talks between David

Lammy and External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar."India is the emerging
superpower of the 21st century, the largest
country in the world with 1.4 billion people
and one of the fastest growing economies in
the world. Our Free Trade Agreement
negotiations are the floor, not the ceiling of
our ambitions to unlock our shared potential
and deliver growth, from Bengaluru to

Kanwar Yatra pilgrim dies as
speeding hike hits sleeping
devotees in UP

New Delhi. One Kanwar Yatra pilgrim was killed and
another injured in a hit-and-run accident in Uttar
Pradesh's Muzaffarnagar on Tuesday night, police
said.According to police, a speeding two-wheeler hit
the devotees while a group of pilgrims were sleeping on
the roadside.”It was found that 3 Kanwar devotees who
were carrying Kanwar were tired and lay down on the
side of the road and a Kanwar devotee was sitting there.
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A speeding bike hit the sleeping devotee and went
away," police officer Ramashish Yadav told news
agency ANIL.

In this accident, one pilgrim died and one was injured and
isundergoing treatment in a hospital, he added.

Sacred Spaces: Understanding
the 5 Roles of Indian Temples
in the Spiritual Landscape

New Delhi:For ages, temples have formed an integral part
of India's cultural and spiritual landscape. These
hallowed locations fulfill several functions in the
spiritual and social lives of millions of people, making
them more than merely sites of worship. These are the
five main functions that temples fulfill in the spiritual
life of India.

Fundamentally, temples are locations where believers
congregate to worship and ask for divine favors. They
offer a hallowed setting for rites, prayers, and
celebrations that deepen the devotee's relationship with
God. While providing comfort and hope to those who
attend, the everyday rites and festivals observed in
temples contribute to the care for.

Guardians of Customs and Culture

An essential role of temples is to preserve India's rich

cultural legacy. They conserve art, music, dancing,
architecture, and old customs that have been handed
down through the ages. India's artistic ability and
historical history are attested to by the elaborate
designs, artwork, and paintings discovered in its
temples. Temples are frequently used as locations for
cultural gatherings and performances, which preserves
old artistic forms.

Spiritual Learning Centers

In India, there are a lot of temples connected to spiritual
learning and education. They offer spiritual assistance
to seekers by hosting talks, seminars, and lectures on
religious literature, philosophy, and ethics. To mold the
moral and spiritual principles of education and mold the
next generations of educators, temples also manage
educational institutions.

Social Services and Community Hubs

Temples frequently serve as communal hubs, bringing
individuals together for events both social and altruistic.
They offer locations for social events like festivals and
celebrations, which promote a feeling of togetherness
and community. Numerous temples engage in
charitable endeavors, providing the underprivileged
with shelter, food, and medical attention to uphold the
values of compassion and service.

Birmingham. We have shared interests in the
green transition, new technologies,
economic security and global security,"
David Lammy said.The UK Foreign
Secretary will also hold high level meetings
with climate and business leaders.It has been
learnt that David Lammy will galvanise
support for accelerated action on the climate
crisis with India as an indispensable partner -

deal in focus

driving forward the clean energy transition
and creating opportunities for British and
Indian businesses.

He will discuss partnering on Indian-led global
initiatives to build clean power access,
climate resilience in the global south and
small island states.The UK Foreign
Secretary is also expected to underscore the
importance of the 'Living Bridge' between
the UK and India. It represents the 1.7
million people with Indian heritage that have
made their home in the UK and make an
exceptional contribution to British
life.David Lammy will meet business
leaders to highlight how the UK and India are
working together on shared ambitions such
as cutting-edge science to encourage
innovation, boost trade, and improve the
livelihoods of working people in both
countries.After the India trip, the UK
Foreign Secretary will travel to the ASEAN
Foreign Ministers' meeting in Laos wherehe
will advance UK economic partnerships and
unveil new cooperation on climate and
health.

What Is LBSNAA? 10 Things To Know About Heavy rain lashes Delhi-NCR,

IAS Training That Drives India's Bureaucracy

New Delhi. The Lal Bahadur Shastri

National Academy of Administration
(LBSNAA) is once again at the
center of attention, this time due to its
newly implemented social media
guidelines. These rules come in the
wake of a controversy involving
trainee IAS officer Pooja Khedkar,
who recently found herself under
scrutiny for her social media
activities. Located in the picturesque
town of Mussoorie, Uttarakhand,
LBSNAA is where the future
bureaucrats of India are groomed. As
debates rage on about privacy,
transparency, and professional
conduct, it is crucial to delve into the
significance of LBSNAA and the
extensive training it provides to
India’s top civil servants. Here are ten
essential aspects of LBSNAA and the

IAS training process that underline
its pivotal role in shaping India's
bureaucracy.

Established in 1959, LBSNAA is

named after Lal Bahadur Shastri, the
second Prime Minister of India, and
serves as the premier training
institution for Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officers. The
academy’s mission is to train civil
servants in public policy and
administration, instilling values of
integrity, commitment, and service.

Purpose and Mission
LBSNAA’s primary objective is to

equip IAS officers with the necessary
skills and knowledge to manage
public administration effectively.
The academy focuses on fostering a
deep understanding of governance,
policy implementation, and public

service ethics. It aims to produce
officers who are not only efficient
administrators but also empathetic
leaders committed to public welfare.

Training Phases

The training at LBSNAA is divided
into two rigorous phases designed to
prepare officers comprehensively for
their roles:Phase 1: This foundational
phase introduces officers to public
administration, law, economics, and
Indian polity.

Through a blend of classroom sessions,
field visits, and hands-on training,
officers are taught to navigate the
complexities of governance and
public service. This phase
emphasizes the development of core
administrative skills and a thorough
understanding of the country’s socio-
political landscape.

NEET-UG Row: BJP, Opposition Spar
After SC Verdict; NTA Faces Heat

New Delhi:The Supreme Court's verdict

about the NEET-UG paper leak has put
an end to the controversy officially but
the opposition in not ready to accept
the verdict in its current form. The
opposition said that the National
Testing Agency needs to be revamped
as it is not capable of conducting
national-level exams in the current
format. The Supreme Court, in its
verdict yesterday, concluded that the
paper leak took place at local level in
Bihar while maintaining absence of
any systemic breach. The apext court
rejected the demand for holding a re-
examination for over 24 lakhs students
who took the NEET-UG 2024 exam.

Former Congress leader and Rajya

Sabha MP Kapil Sibal said that the
National Testing Agency (NTA) needs
to be completely revamped, adding
that the government cannot hold an
All-India exam of this magnitude

under the present system. "The
Supreme Court has asked the IIT Delhi
to look into the matter as to how to deal
with these issues (paper leaks)....Why
in every examination during this
government there are leaks in every
exam? The question is who is involved
and for whose benefit are the leaks
happening? Who are the people
without merit who got jobs? The
National Testing Agency(NTA) needs
to be completely revamped. You
cannot hold an all-India exam of this
magnitude under a present NTA
system," Sibal said.He said, "The
government is for everyone and it
should think for every section of our
youth who is sitting for this
exam."Shiv Sena-UBT Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Raut said, "Supreme Court
should know what is going on in the
country. Supreme Court was one last
ray of hope. If that ray too is not

showing us any direction, then where
will we go? Is there a pressure on the
government?"VCK MP Thol.
Thirumavalavan termed the verdict
shocking. "Supreme Court direction is
not in favour of the students who are
affected by this NEET scam...The
victims have to go for appeal. That is
the only solution," he said.

What Government Said

BJP leader and Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said
that the government is committed
towards a 'zero-error' exam.
Dharmendra Pradhan said, "For us,
zero tolerance of any kind of breach is
our priority when it comes to exams for
students, be it for higher education or
jobs. So, the Modi government has
brought into effect a strict law like the
Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act....Presenting our
side before the Supreme.

more showers predicted

New Delhi. Heavy rainfall lashed Delhi-NCR areas
on Wednesday morning, bringing much-needed
relief from the humid weather.The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a
'vellow alert' for the national capital and its
adjoining areas, indicating the possibility of more
showers later in the day. A yellow alert means
heavy rainfall between 6 cm and 11 cm.The
maximum and minimum temperatures will likely
hoveraround 36 and 27 degrees Celsius.

The forecast shared by IMD in a post X (formerly
Twitter) includes regions such as Delhi University,
Civil Lines, Kashmiri Gate, Seelampur, Shahadra,
Vivek Vihar, Patel Nagar, Red Fort, Preet Vihar,
Budha Jayanti Park, and President House.The Air
Quality Index (AQI) of the national capital was
recorded in the "good" category with a reading of
40, according to the Central Pollution Control
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Board.he weather body has also predicted heavy
rainfall over parts of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, and
Maharashtra on July 24.The northwestern state of
Rajasthan is likely to experience hot, humid
weather until tomorrow.In northeastern India,
"fairly widespread light to moderate rainfall" is
predicted over the next five days, the IMD said in
its weather bulletin.

A 'yellow' warning of heavy rains at isolated places
has also been issued throughout Himachal Pradesh
for the next four days till July 27.Meanwhile, in
Chandigarh and Punjab, the IMD has predicted
"above normal" temperatures with high humidity
in the next two days.The weather bulletin predicted
light to moderate rainfall in other parts of north and
south Odisha over the next two days, with similar
conditions expected on July 25 and 26.The weather
body has also predicted heavy to very heavy
rainfall in the North Goa and South Goa districts
from July 24 to 25.

"Will March To Delhi,” Say Farmers After
Meeting Rahul Gandhi At Parliament

Sources said the
farmer leaders have
asked Rahul Gandhi
to introduce a private
member's bill to fulfill
a long-standing
demand - recalculation

of MSP.

New Delhi: Farmers pushing the

government to revamp the MSP, or
minimum support price, policy met
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi inside the
Parliament complex Wednesday
morning.Mr Gandhi, who is also Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, met a
delegation of 12 farmer leaders from
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,

Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka.
Senior Congress leaders KC Venugopal
and Deepender Singh Hooda were also
part of the meeting, as were MPs
Amarinder Singh Raja Warring and

Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa.There was |

confusion before the meeting as the
farmers were not allowed inside. "We
invited them... but they are not allowing

them inside Parliament. They are %

farmers, maybe this is why..." Mr

Gandhi said."...you will have to ask the

Prime Minister the reason for this...”
Rahul Gandhi will raise the voice of

farmers inside Parliament..." Mr |

Warring told NDTV after the meeting.
On reports the farmers are planning
another march on Delhi, he said, "They
have all rights to come to Delhi and
protest (and) if a private member's bill is
required then we will bring that too."One
of the farmers, Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
said the government had failed, so far, to
fulfill assurances. "Swaminathan report
implementation is a must. We will

continue march towards Delhi..." he told .

Earlier, sources said the farmers spoke to

Mr Gandhi about issues in their
respective states, and also asked him to
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introduce a private member's bill to fulfill
long-standing demands - to revise MSP
and ensure legal backing. These demands
have been at the core of their protests
since it began in 2020.Farmer unions
across the country want the MSP - a
purchase guarantee set by the
government to protect agriculturists from

steep fall in crop prices - to be based on
the Swaminathan Commission's C2+50
formula, which factors in cost of capital
and land rent when calculating support
prices.

\;’F The government, however, is reluctant to

drop the existing A2+FL+50 per cent
method.Apart from changing the
formula, farmers also want legal backing
for this purchase price; at present the
government is not obliged to buy, for
example, 10 per cent of a paddy crop at
the floor pricen 2020/21 lakhs of
farmers gathered to march on Delhi,
prompting the government to set up war-
zone like defence measures around the
national capital. The 'farmer army' -
complete with tractors and supplies for a
months-long siege - was held to
makeshift camps blocking key roads into
the city.The furore over the protests also
made international headlines and sparked
bitter fights between the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party and the opposition, led by
Mr Gandhi's Congress.
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Donald Trump to meet Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu in Florida on
Friday

Washington Republican presidential candidate and
former US president Donald Trump on Tuesday said he
would meet Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
athis Mar-a-Lago residence in Florida on Friday.

Netanyahu is in Washington and will on Wednesday
address a joint session of the US Congress, the only
foreign leader to do so for a fourth time. He would also
meet with President Joe Biden at the White House on
Thursday."At the request of Bibi Netanyahu, we have
switched this meeting to Friday, July 26 at Mar-a-Lago
in Palm Beach, Florida!" Trump said."Looking forward
to welcoming Bibi Netanyahu at Mar-a-Lago in Palm
Beach, Florida, on Thursday (July 25)", he had earlier
said in a post of Truth Social, a social media platform.

"During my first term, we had Peace and Stability in the
Region, even signing the historic Abraham Accords -
And we will have it again", he said.This would be his
first meeting with a foreign head of state after becoming
the Republican presidential nominee on July 18. On July
19, he had a phone call with the Ukrainian
president."Just as I have said in discussions with
President Zelensky and other World Leaders in recent
weeks, my PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH Agenda
will demonstrate to the World that these horrible, deadly

Wars, and violent Conflicts must end. Millions are dying,

and Kamala Harris is in no way capable of stopping it",
Trump said.

Kamala Harris's presidential
campaign raises $100 million in
historic haul’

Washington. Vice President Kamala Harris, who is now
the presumptive presidential nominee of the
Democratic Party, has raised an unprecedented $100
million from more than 1.1 million people for her
presidential campaign, reflecting the groundswell of
support in her favour."Team Harris raised more than
$100 million between Sunday afternoon and Monday
evening, now boasting more than 1.1 million unique
donors since Sunday, with 62 per cent of them being
first-time donors. This haul reflects money raised
across the campaign, Democratic National Committee,
and joint fundraising committees", the Harris
Campaign said on Tuesday afternoon."On top of that,
Team Harris raised $81 million in its first 24 hours,
adding to the existing near quarter-of-a-billion dollar
war chest already amassed this election cycle. With
this historic haul, Harris for President saw the highest
24-hour raise of any candidate in history with over
888,000 grassroots donors making donations", it
said."There is a groundswell behind Kamala Harris,
and convicted felon Donald Trump knows his divisive,
unpopular agenda can’t stand up to the vice president’s
record and vision for the American people", the
campaign said, according to which more than 30,000
new volunteers have signed up for the campaign.

Biden returns to White House after
testing negative for Covid

Washington US President Joe Biden returned to the
White House on Tuesday, after days of self-isolation at
his Delaware House, with his doctors saying that his
symptoms of Covid-19 have been resolved.“I am
feeling well,” Biden said when asked how he is
feeling. The President took a Binax rapid antigen test
and is negative, Dr Kevin O’Connor, Physician to the
White House said in a memorandum to the White
House Press Secretary.Biden’s “symptoms have
resolved”, he said.

He did not respond to shouted questions about why he
dropped out of the race and whether his deputy Vice
President Kamala Harris could beat the Republican
presidential nominee Donald Trump.

During his quarantine period, the 81-year-old President
sent political shockwaves around the country on
Sunday with a post on social media announcing that he
was not accepting the Democratic nomination.

He added that he would “focus all his energies on his
duties as president for the remainder of his term” and
offered his full support and endorsement to his vice
president, Kamala Harris, as his choice to replace him
on the ticket.The announcement came after mounting
pressure about Biden's age and ability to take on
Republican rival Trump.Biden tested positive for
Covid-19 while campaigning in Las Vegas on
Wednesday and had been isolated at his Delaware home
since.“The President's symptoms have been resolved.
Over the course of his infection, he never manifested a
fever, and his vital signs remained normal, including
pulse oximetry. His lungs remained clear,” said
O’Connor.sting is negative. He will continue to be
monitored for any recurrence of illness. The President
continues to perform all of his presidential duties. As
always, I will continue to keep your office updated with
any changes in his condition or treatment plan,” he
added.

US elections: Republican leaders
urge colleagues to steer clear of

racist, sexist attacks on Harris

WASHINGTON. Republican leaders are warning party
members against using overtly racist and sexist attacks
against Vice President Kamala Harris, as they and
former President Donald Trump's campaign scramble to
adjust to the reality of a new Democratic rival less than
four months before Election Day.At a closed-door
meeting of House Republicans on Tuesday, National
Republican Congressional Committee chairman
Richard Hudson, R-N.C., urged lawmakers to stick to
criticising Harris for her role in Biden-Harris
administration policies.“This election will be about
policies and not personalities,” House Speaker Mike
Johnson told reporters after the meeting.“This is not
personal with regard to Kamala Harris,” he added, "and
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US man involved in 2021 Capitol riof

charged with

UPDATED. A Wisconsin man fled to
Ireland and sought asylum to avoid a
prison sentence for joining a mob’s
attack on the US Capitol over three years
ago, federal authorities allege in a court
filing on Tuesday.The filing charges Paul
Kovacik with defying a court order to
surrender and serve three months behind
bars for participating in the January 6,
2021, riot at the Capitol.Kovacik, 56,
was arrested last month after he
voluntarily returned to the US from
Ireland. Kovacik is serving his sentence
at a federal prison in Chicago and is
scheduled to be released from prison on
September 8. But a conviction on the
new misdemeanour charge could lead to
more time behind bars.Kovacik told
authorities that he decided to withdraw
his asylum claim and return to the US
because he felt homesick, according to a
US Marshals Service deputy’s affidavit.

The FBI initially arrested Kovacik in June
2022. A year later, US District Judge
Reggie Walton sentenced Kovacik after
he pleaded guilty to a misdemeanour

charge of parading, demonstrating or
picketing in a Capitol building.

Kovacik took videos of rioters” damage as
he moved through the Capitol on January
6. He later uploaded his footage onto his
YouTube channel, with titles such as
"Treason Against the United States is

about to be committed", according to
prosecutors. They said Kovacik’s
criminal record included 24 prior
convictions.Walton initially ordered
Kovacik to report to prison on August 22,
2023, but the judge agreed to extend that
deadline to November 1, 2023, after

fleeing to Ireland to avoid jail

Kovacik requested more time for his
seasonal employment at a theme park in
Georgia.The court issued a warrant for
Kovacik’s arrest after he flew to Dublin,
Ireland, through Germany on the day
that he was supposed to report to prison
in Chicago.Kovacik called himself a
"political prisoner" when investigators
questioned him after his arrest last
month at an arrival gate at
Minneapolis—Saint Paul International
Airport, according to the deputy’s
affidavit.Inside his luggage, authorities
found documents related to his asylum
request, which cited a fear of political
persecution, the deputy wrote. The
affidavit doesn’t say whether the Irish
government acted on Kovacik’s
request.An attorney who represented
Kovacik in his Capitol riot case declined
to comment on the new charge.More
than 1,400 people have been charged
with federal crimes related to the January
6 attack. Several other Capitol riot
defendants have become fugitives at
different stages of their prosecutions.

Taiwan on alert as typhoon Gaemi
approaches; flights cuncelled offices shut

Yilan. Taiwan hunkered down on
Wednesday ahead of the arrival of
Typhoon Gaemi, with financial
markets closed, people given the day
off work, flights cancelled, and the
military put on stand-by amid
forecasts of torrential rain and strong
winds.Gaemi, the first typhoon of the
season to affect Taiwan, is expected to
make landfall on the northeast coast
early evening on Wednesday,
according to the island's Central
Weather Administration.Currently
categorised as a medium-strength
typhoon by Taiwan, it is then likely to
move across the Taiwan Strait and then
hit the southeastern Chinese province
of Fujian late afternoon Friday.In rural
Yilan county, where the typhoon will
first hit land, wind and rain gathered
strength, shutting breakfast eateries
and roads mostly emptied."This could
be the biggest typhoon in recent
years," fishing boat captain Hung
Chun told Reuters, adding Yilan's
Suao harbour was packed with boats
seeking shelter."It's charging directly
towards the east coast and if it makes
landfall here the damage would be
enormous."Work and school are

suspended across Taiwan, with the
streets of capital Taipei almost
deserted during what is normally rush
hour amid squally rain.

he transport ministry said almost all
domestic flights had been cancelled,
along with 201 international flights.

Allrail operations will stop from midday
(0400GMT), but the high speed rail
services connecting northern and
southern Taiwan will continue to
operate, it added.However, TSMC
(2330.TW), the world's largest
contract chipmaker and a major
supplier to Apple (AAPL.O), said it
expected its factories to maintain
normal production during the typhoon,
adding it had activated routine
preparation procedures.SOLDIERS

} STANDING BY

Some mountainous central and
southern Taiwan counties are
expected to see total rainfall of up to
1,800 mm (70 inches) during the
typhoon, the weather administration
said.More than 2,000 people have
been evacuated from sparsely
populated mountain areas, the
government said, which are at high
risk of landslides from the

"extremely torrential rain".Taiwan's

defence ministry said it was ready to

assist with disaster relief and had put

29,000 soldiers on stand-by.While the

typhoon has severely curtailed this

year's annual Han Kuang war games
they have not been cancelled, with live
fire drills taking place as scheduled on
the Penghu islands in the Taiwan Strait
on Wednesday morning.The typhoon
is forecast to make landfall in China's

Fujian late Thursday.Gaemi, with a

cloud system spanning the Western

Pacific, northern Philippines and parts

of the South China Sea, is expected

then to turn north, bringing rain to
provinces such as Hubei, Henan and
even Hebei.

Officers left post to go look for Trump rally
gunman before shooting, state police boss says

WASHINGTON. Two local law
enforcement officers stationed in the
complex of buildings where a gunman
opened fire at former President Donald
Trump left to go search for the man
before the shooting, the head of
Pennsylvania State Police said
Tuesday, raising questions about
whether a key post was left unattended
as the shooter climbed onto a
roof.Pennsylvania State Police Col.
Christopher Paris told a congressional
committee that two Butler County
Emergency Services Unit officers
were stationed at a second-floor
window in the complex of buildings
that form AGR International Inc. They
spotted Thomas Matthew Crooks
acting suspiciously on the ground and
left their post to look for him along
with other law enforcement officers,
he said.Paris said he didn't know

whether officers would have been able
to see Crooks climbing onto the roof of
an adjacent building had they
remained at the window. A video taken
by a lawmaker who visited the
shooting site on Monday shows a
second-story window of the building
had a clear view of the roof where
Crooks opened fire; it was unclear if
the video showed the window where
the officers had been stationed.The
Pennsylvania State Police
commissioner's testimony before the
House Homeland Security Committee
provides new insight into security
preparations for the Trump rally in
Butler, Pennsylvania, on July 13, but
raises further questions about law
enforcement's decisions before
Crooks opened fire.Butler County
District Attorney Richard Goldinger,
who oversees the emergency services

unit, didn't immediately respond to a
text message Tuesday from The
Associated Press. A Secret Service
spokesperson didn't respond to
questions from the AP, including who
gave the command for those officers to
leave their post.The revelation comes
amid growing questions about a
multitude of security failures that
allowed the 20-year-old gunman to get
onto the roof and fire eight shots with
an AR-stylerifle into the crowd shortly
after Trump began speaking. One
spectator was killed and two others
were injured. Trump suffered an ear
injury but was not seriously
hurt.Secret Service Director Kimberly
Cheatle resigned earlier Tuesday, a day
after she was berated for hours by
Democrats and Republicans over the
agency's failure to protect the
Republican presidential nominee.

Death toll from landslides jumps
t0 229 in Ethiopia: Officials

The death toll from two landslides in southern
Ethiopia has jumped to 229 and could rise further
as the search for survivors and casualties
continued into a second day, a government
official said on Tuesday.Following heavy rain a
landslide buried people in Gofa zone in Southern
Ethiopia regional state on Sunday night, then a
second one engulfed others who had gathered to
help on Monday morning."I don't know when it
will stop. We are still recovering bodies,"
Markos Melese, head of the National Disaster
Response agency in Gofa Zone, told Reuters by
phone."We are still digging."On Monday, an
official said at least 50 people had died and
children and police officers were among the
dead.Footage shared by the local administration
showed people digging up bodies with shovels
and bare hands."The death toll surged after the
people who came to rescue also got trapped,"”
said Gofa district administrator Misikir Mitiku.
"It is a very sad incident."Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed said he was deeply saddened by the
terrible loss of life, and that federal officials had
been deployed to reduce the impact of the
disaster."We stand in strong solidarity with the

people and Government of Ethiopia as rescue
efforts continue to find the missing and assist the
displaced," African Union chairperson Moussa
Faki Mahamat wrote on the social media
platform X.The head of the World Health
Organization Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
who is Ethiopian, said he was thinking of all the
families affected and that a WHO team had been
sent to support immediate health needs.

"As the region continues to face the harsh impacts
of climate change, we urge everyone to stay
vigilant and follow safety protocols to protect
lives and prevent further tragedies," said
Workneh Gebeyehu, executive secretary of the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development, a
regional bloc.

3,000 migrants travel in caravans to US
border, undeterred by cruckdown

«About 3,000 people carrying

bags, water and small

children trod through intense

heat along a highway in
southern Mexico, travelling
in two groups aiming to

told Reuters there were between 2,500
and 3,000 people in the caravan and most
were Venezuelans.Another local
government source said there had been a
significant increase in the number of
children inrecent caravans.

In June, when the Biden administration
early in the month implemented a policy
prohibiting migrants caught crossing the
US-Mexico border illegally from
applying for asylum, the daily average of
arrests ranged between 2,500 and 3,000
migrants per day for a week, a huge
decline from prior months.

But thousands of migrants continue to take

her ethnicity or her gender have nothing to do with this a shot at seeking asylum in the United

Washington. About 3,000 people carrying

whatsoever.”The warnings point to the new risks for
Republicans in running against a Democrat who would
become the first woman, first Black woman and first
person of South Asian decent to win the White
House. Trump, in particular, has a history of racist and
misogynistic attacks that could turn off key groups of
swing voters, including suburban women, as well as
voters of colour and younger people Trump's campaign
has been courting. The admonitions came after some
members and Trump allies began to cast Harris, a former
district attorney, attorney general and senator, as a
“DEI” hire—a reference to diversity, equity and
inclusion initiatives.

bags, water and small children trod
through intense heat along a highway in
southern Mexico on Tuesday, travelling
in two groups aiming to reach the US
border.

Over the past week, migrants have
launched two caravans - large groups of
people walking together - bound for the
United States. In the past such caravans
have stirred intense debate in the United
States, where immigration is likely to be a
key topic ahead of the November 5

presidential election."Whoever is (in
charge of the US government), we will

continue the fight to be there," said Leivi
Galvna, a migrant from Honduras. "We
have to fight for our dream."As they
walked, the group shouted phrases like
"yes we can," while pushing worn-out
strollers.In recent years, caravans have
been a means for tens of thousands of
migrants to cross Mexico, often as a
safety measure amid reports that
robberies, rapes and kidnappings of

migrants are common.

The caravans are often a lifeline for those
who cannot afford to pay a smuggler or
human trafficker for a "safer" journey.

"I travel more safely in a caravan, I don't
want to be killed in Mexico," said Yoisy, a
Venezuelan migrant who tired of waiting
for an appointment through the US
Customs and Border Protection CBP One
platform to apply for asylum.

The Security Ministry in Chiapas, Mexico's
southernmost state, bordering Guatemala,

States with the hope of leaving behind
insecurity, poverty and other problems in
their home countries.

Jose Maria Garcia, director of the Juventud
2000 migrant shelter in Tijuana, said he
did not know to which border town the
caravans were headed, but said the
uncertain outcome of the upcoming US
elections could be a motivating catalyst.

"The migrant community is very
confused," he said, of how migrants view
the future of US immigration policy.
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Asia Cup 2024: Smriti Mandhana gifted
'token of love' statue by Nepal captain

' . . tournament opener, India went on to
«Women's Asia Cup 2024: India beat the UAE and Nepal. .
. . Smriti Mandhana led the team against
batting star Smriti Mandhana was Nepal afier Harmanpreet Kaur was
rested for the match. India were in the
5 ) ¢ ! dia were in
gifted a special Buddha statue by e e Soaans
NeDa] Cl‘icket team after their against opening the batting.Shafali
game in Dambulla on Tuesday.
Smriti also agreed to pose for
photographs with the Nepal
players after India's 82-run

Verma made t special by hammering 81
victory.

SPORTS
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Paris Olympics 2024: India wants to
win medal for PR Sreejesh, says
Harmanpreet Singh

New Delhi. Indian men's hockey team captain
Harmanpreet Singh has said that the team
wants to dedicate their Paris Olympics 2024
campaign to retiring goalkeeper PR Sreejesh
and win a medal for him. Sreejeh, who has
been one of India's best goalkeepers of all
time, decided to bring down the curtains on
his playing career after the event in Paris. The
36-year-old had played a pivotal role in
India's bronze medal win at Tokyo.

Sreejesh had initially suggested he could play
well beyond the Paris Olympics but then
went on to announce his decision before the
games started. Harmanpreet, who is set for
his third Olympics alongside Sreejesh,
penned an emotional message for the India
goalkeeper on his Instagram account. The
India captain said that Sreejesh has been an
inspiration to the team. Harmanpreet also
remembered the 2016 Jr. men's World Cup
where Sreejesh served as a mentor to the
team and helped them lift the title.

Harmanpreet said that the team wants to 'win it
for Sreejesh' and they're more encouraged to

off just 48 balls, hitting 12 boundaries
and a six. She stitched a 122-run
opening stand in just 84 balls with
Dayalan Hemalatha, who made 47 off
42 balls.Jemimah Rodrigues, batting at
No. 4, chipped in with a 15-ball 28 as
India posted 178 for 3 on the board.

In reply, Nepal managed only 96 for 9 in
their quota of 20 overs. Only four of
their batters got to double-digit scores
as the Indian spinners spun a web

stand on the podium once again at the
Olympics."'Paris 2024 will indeed be a
special tournament. We have decided to
dedicate our campaign to the legend PR
Sreejesh. He has been an inspiration for all of
us and I still remember his mentorship in
2016 Junior World Cup when we lifted the
title. It was the beginning of many of our
careers in International hockey. We want to
“Win it for Sreejesh’ and we are all the more
encouraged to stand on the podium once
again.'

What Sreejesh said about his retirement

Sreejesh opened up about his retirement on
social media and said he looks back at his
career with immense pride and his journey
has been nothing short of extraordinary.

"As I prepare for my last dance in Paris, I look
back with immense pride and forward with
hope. This journey has been nothing short of
extraordinary, and I am forever grateful for
the love and support from my family,
teammates, coaches, and fans."

New Delhi

Dambulla. Nepal captain Indu Barma came
up with a heart-warming gesture after their
Women's Asia Cup 2024 match against
India, gifting stand-in captain Smriti
Mandhana a special Buddha statue. The
'token of love' was handed over to Smriti
Mandhana during the post-match
presentation ceremony in Dambulla, Sri
Lanka on Tuesday, July 23.

India defeated Nepal in a one-sided contest in

their final Group A match to seal a spot in the
semi-finals of the Women's Asia Cup. While
it was intense on the field, India and Nepal
players kept it light off it. Smriti Mandhana
and Indu Barma went on to pose for a
photograph with the former flaunting the
special gift from the Nepal cricket
team.Soon after the post-match formalities,

young Nepal cricket team players did not
miss an opportunity to get photos clicked
with Smriti Mandhana. The Indian batting
star took time out to pose with every player,
who requested a photograph with her.India
ended the group stage of the Women's Asia
Cup in a dominant fashion, winning all three
games. After outclassing Pakistan in the

'Don't see any problem between Virat Kohli
and Gautam Gambhir': Ashlsh Nehra

Former India pacer
Ashish Nehra has claimed that he
doesn't see any problem between
Virat Kohli and Gautam Gambhir
as they will start sharing the
dressing room once again.

the outside, people get an
impression about it. It's not just
Gambhir and Kohli, there are so
many players who have had on-field
spats in the past, but when they play
together for a team, they have done

around them. Deepti Sharma continued
her fine form in the Asia Cup, picking
another three-wicket haul while Radha
Yadav and Arundhati Reddy chipped in with
2 wickets.

India and Pakistan qualified for the semi-

finals from Group A. While Pakistan are
likely to face Sri Lanka in the semi-final,
India might face either Bangladesh or
Thailand on Friday.

'Don't think Chelsea will have any
problems when Enzo Fernandez is
back': Maresca

New Delhi Chelsea manager Enzo Maresca

isn't expecting any issues within the squad
once Enzo Fernandez links up with them
following the racism row after Argentina's
Copa America 2024 win. Fernandez was seen
on his Instagram live for singing an offensive
racist song directed at French players and
their African roots. Chelsea defender Wesley

Eoin Morgan denies reports of
becoming next England white-
ball coach

Fofana would go on to accuse his teammate of
uninhibited racism.Fernandez would go on to
apologise for his actions and all reached out to

Gambhir will be taking over as
the India coach from the Sri
Lanka tour, where Kohli would

well as a player, as a coach-captain,
as a coach and senior player," said
Nehra.Gambhir is upfront,

New Delhi Former England captain Eoin
Morgan has denied reports suggesting that
he could replace Matthew Mott as the next
white-ball coach on July 23, Tuesday.
England's defence of both their world titles
ended in poor fashion as they had a
horrendous campaign in India last year
during the ODI World Cup. This was
followed by a semi-final exit at the hands of
India in the T20 World Cup 2024, as the
pressure has started to mount on
Mott.Reports in the British media has
suggested that Mott would leave the post
and England have started to sound out to
possible candidates. Morgan has been one of
the names linked with the job, but quickly
dismissed the suggestions. Speaking to Sky
Sports, while commentating for the
Hundred, Morgan said that it was actually
news to him.

"This news is actually news to me," he said.
"[t's obviously not nice when a coach comes
under fire and there is a lot of speculation
about his future, but only time will tell what
will happen."

I'want to coach down theline

Morgan admitted that he would want to coach
the team down the line, but the timing at the
moment is correct one. The former England
captain said that he has a young family at the
moment and wants to spend time with
them.Morgan also said that he is enjoying
his commentary duty as well.

"I've been asked a lot [in the media] over the
past couple of months about the role, and if T
would take it on," Morgan said. "My answer
has simply been that the timing for
everything in my life at the moment is not
right. Yes, I want to coach down the line. But
Thave a young family, and I spend a lot more
time athome and watching cricket doing this
[commentary]. I'm absolutely loving what
I'm doing," said Morgan.

England pacer Jofra Archer sets
sights on playing in the next

Ashes series

New Delhi. England pacer Jofra Archer is
aiming to play in the next edition of the Ashes
and claimed he would use the rest of the
current year to proving people wrong. Archer
has made a slow and steady return to the field
after struggling with a lot of injury setbacks
over the past few years. The pacer has
returned to T20 cricket, but is yet to make it
to the longer formats.Recently, Ben Stokes
said that Archer won't be rushed back into the
longest format of the game. Speaking to BBC
in an interview, Archer said that he wants to
use the rest of 2024 to make sure making it to
the Ashes series will remain a possibility.
The pacer said he is tired of seeing people
make fun of him on social media with
regards to his fitness and want to prove
everyone wrong."l am going to use the rest of
this year to make sure that is at least a
possibility. I'm tired of going on Instagram
and seeing posts saying 'he's going to be on
the physio's bed in the next two weeks' and
stuff like that. I want to spend the rest of the
year proving some people wrong and
hopefully play in another Ashes," said
Archer.Archer said that he aims to manage
himself as best as poosible and get through
until the start of the Championship next year.
The pacer plans to use those games and keep
building up towards his return to Tests."I will
manage myself as best as possible and get
myself [through] until at least maybe the start
ofthe Championship next year.

New

New Delhi

be part of the ODI squad. Both
men have had on-field spats
during the IPL, but seemed to
have buried the hatchet during the
2024 season as they were seen
having warm
conversations.Gambhir had
shutdown the chatter about his
equation with Kohli during his first press
conference and Nehra feels there will be no
animosity between the two inside the
dressing room. Speaking to India Today's
sister channel Sports Tak, the former pacer
said that both men are very passionate
individuals. Nehra feels that once both of
them come into the Indian dressing room,
they will be united for the team's
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cause."Virat Kohli and Gautam Gambhir
are two very passionate individuals.
Whenever they play for a team, they can
turn up against the opposition. But, when
they are together in a dressing room, they
are together, united for the team. You're
talking about Virat Kohli, who has an
experience of over 16-17 years, Gautam
Gambhir is also experienced. The things on

transparent
\® Nechra also said that Gambhir is
| always upfront and transparent and
)Y speaks his mind all the time.
P! "Gautam Gambhir is upfront,
transparent which is great. He keeps
it clear and speaks his mind. That's
very important. Yes, I agree,
everybody has their own style (of coaching),
to operate with the coach, captain and
player. I don't see any problem with these
two and where they are in their careers," said
Nehra.India will start the tour of Sri Lanka
on July 27 with the T20I series. Kohli will be
expected to join the squad before the ODI
series begins on August 2.

Paris Olympics 2024, foothall: New Zealand
report Canada to 10C after drone incident

New Zealand has raised a complaint
about Canada to the international
Olympic Committee after the
women's foothall team's training
was disrupted by a drone. The drone
operator was found to be a member
of the Canada women's fooball team.

Delhi New Zealand's Olympic
Committee (NZOC) reported that their
women's soccer team experienced a
disruption during a training session due to a
drone operated by a staff member from the
Canadian team, whom they are set to play
against in Group A on Thursday. The NZOC
promptly reported the incident to the
International Olympic Committee's (I0C)
integrity unit.The NZOC said that a drone

was flown over the training session on July

22 and the incident was immediately

reported to the police. This was followed
by the detention of a support member of the
Canada team, who was the operator of the
drone."On July 22, a drone was flown over
the New Zealand women's football team
training session in St Etienne," the NZOC
said on Tuesday. "Team support members
immediately reported the incident to police,
leading to the drone operator, who has been
identified as a support staff member of the

wider Canadian Women's football team,
to be detained."Following this, Team
Canada issued an apology and launched
an investigation into the matter.The
Canadian Olympic Committee
acknowledged the incident, specifying
that it involved "a non-accredited
member of the Canada Soccer support
team." They stated that they are currently
"reviewing next steps with the IOC, Paris
2024, Canada Soccer, and FIFA.In a
statement they released, the Canadian
Olympic Committee said they stand for
fair-play and are shocked and
disappointed with what has
happened."The Canadian Olympic
Committee stands for fair-play and we are
shocked and disappointed. We offer our
heartfelt apologies to New Zealand
Football, to all the players affected and to
the New Zealand Olympic Committee,"
they said in a statement.Canada and New
Zealand will lock horns during the
Olympics on July 25 in their opening match.
Both teams are in Group A, which also has
France and Colombia.

his teammates to express his regrets over the
incident. The midfielder will now join the
team ahead of the pre-season and face his
teammates for the first time since the
incident. Chelsea boss Maresca is, however,
expecting the midfielder to be welcomed
back with no issues and said there will be no
issues amongst the squad.“T don’t think so to
be honest. At the end, they are all human
beings. There is no bad intention from any
one of them. I don’t think when Enzo is back,
we will have any problems. The player and
club clarified the situation.“It’s great the
player did the statement to apologise. The
club did the same. There is not something to
add to the situation. It’s clear and clarified,”

said Maresca.

Hope everyone will be on same page
Chelsea captain Reece James commented on

the matter as well and said he had spoken to
Fernandez and the people affected about the
matter and it would stay within the club. The
Blues skipper is also hoping that everyone
will be on the same page and everyone can
move on from the situation.“It’s obviously a
really difficult situation. I think Enzo
(Fernandez) quickly acknowledged he did
wrong, put his hand up and apologised to the
club, the team and the people offended."*T
have spoken to Enzo and everyone involved
but those conversations have to stay in house.
He hasn’t arrived yet so I don’t know if there
is anything to amend. I hope everyone will be
on the same page and we can move on from
the situation,” said James.Chelsea will face
Wrexham at the Levi's stadium on July 25,
Thursday in their first pre-season game in the
US.

| am not surprised: Ashish Nehra reacts
to Hardik Pandya T201 captaincy snub

Former India fast bowler and
Guyjarat Titans head coach Ashish Nehra said
he was not surprised by the Indian
management's decision not to appoint
Hardik Pandya as the new T20I captain.
Nehra said he understood the thought
process of chief selector Ajit Agarkar and
newly-appointed coach Gautam Gambhir in
picking Suryakumar Yadav as the new T20I
skipper.Hardik Pandya, who led India in
T201s in 2023, was Rohit Sharma's deputy in
the victorious World Cup campaign in June
in the USA and the West Indies. While
Hardik was expected to replace Rohit as
T20I captain after the latter retired from the
format, the BCCI announced Suryakumar as
the new T20I captain for the upcoming three-
match series in Sri Lanka.Ajit Agarkar,
speaking to the press on Monday, said that
the team management wanted Hardik
Pandya to focus on his fitness and backed
Suryakumar to shine in his new role. The
former fast bowler pointed fingers at

Hardik's recurring injury concerns that have
put him on the sidelines frequently over the
last four to five years.No, I am not surprised.
When it comes to cricket, these things keep
happening. Yes, Hardik Pandya was vice-
captain in the World Cup, but at the same
time, there is a new coach who has come in.
Every coach and every captain have
different thoughts. At this time, his
(Gambhir's) ideas are toward that direction,"
Nehra told India Today's sister channel
SportsTak."I think Ajit Agarkar and Gautam
Gambhir have made it clear, that's good. He
is playing one format, 50-over also, he is
playing less. Hardik Pandya in white-ball
cricket, will remain a very, very important
player for Indian cricket. When you have
him, you can have 4 fast bowlers, he brings
in a different balance to the side and keep in
mind, that there's no impact player in
international cricket.Not just Hardik
Pandya, but when you have so many
matches, there will be changes. Even

Rishabh Pant has captained, KL Rahul has
captained," he added.

COACH NEHRA
SHUBMAN GILL

Notably, Hardik Pandya tasted success in his
first assignment as the captain of an Indian
Premier League (IPL) franchise in 2022 at
Gujarat Titans. He formed a good working
relationship with Titans' coach Nehra. The
two oversaw GT's run to glory in IPL 2022
and the team also reached the final of IPL in
2023 .Meanwhile, Ashish Nehra also

THRILLED FOR

welcomed the decision to appoint Shubman
Gill as the vice-captain in both T20Is and
ODis, saying the Gujarat Titans captain will
only improve with experience across all
three formats. Nehra and Gill worked
together as the captain and coach for the
Titans in 2024."They have made Shubman
Gill in not just one format, but in all three
formats. That means you are looking ahead.

"Shubman Gill is a work in progress. He is 24-
25 years old now. He will get better as we go
ahead. He has the desire to play all 3
formats, he has the heart to learn. He is not
someone who thinks that whatever he is
doing is right. He is not that kind of guy. Be it
a youngster or an experienced player, he
likes to have a discussion and learn," he
said.Team India arrived in Sri Lanka on
Monday and began training for the
upcoming T20I series, starting July 27, on
Tuesday. Coach Gambhir and captain
Suryakumar oversaw their first training
session together in Pallekele.




www.thephotonnews.com
Thursday, 25 July 2024

BIOSCOPE THE PHCTON NEWS

@  Kajol Has Wrapped Up Major Stunt

Signs ‘Pati Pani Aur Woh 2' As e Makes A W
Comedy Comeback? Here's What We Know

Kartik Aaryan continues to captivate audiences with his diverse film choices, showcasing his versatility as an actor in

the industry. Following the praise for his recent hit, Chandu Champion, where his performance

impressed many, he is now set to embark on a project that holds personal significance for him. Fans

can anticipate his return to the comedy genre, as Kartik has greenlit the sequel to the 2019 smash hit

Pati Patni Aur Woh, which not only dominated the box office but also left viewers thoroughly

entertained. According to an insider familiar with the production, the screenplay for the sequel 4

has been finalized, sparking high enthusiasm from Kartik as he gears up to revisit his /

character as the endearing small-town protagonist, “Kartik loved the script of PPAW 2 and,
as soon as he gave his nod, the makers decided to get this one rolling soon. Knowing the
actor’s tight schedule and several films lined up,
the makers have secured his dates as soon as
possible. Once Kartik wraps up shooting for
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3, PPAW 2 will go on floors,”
the source told Bollywood Hungama.

The 2019 film Pati Patni Aur Woh received

immense love from audiences for its
unconventional love narrative, with Kartik’s
electrifying dance moves in the viral track
‘Dheeme Dheeme’ causing a frenzy online.
The dance craze extended beyond just social
media users, as even big names like Deepika
Padukone and Hrithik Roshan were spotted grooving to the beats, enjoying the
catchy steps.

With the sequel being produced by Bhushan Kumar and Juno Chopra, and directed by
Mudassar Aziz, the project is shaping up to be an exciting endeavor. While the “Woh’
character is yet to be confirmed for the sequel, Kartik’s successful track record in the
comedy genre is undeniable. From hits like Pyaar Ka Punchnama (1 &2), Sonu Ke Titu Ki
Sweety, Pati Patni Aur Woh, Luka Chuppi, to the upcoming Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2, Kartik
has consistently proven himself as a box office magnet.Currently immersed in the
filming of Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3, one of the most anticipated releases of the year slated for j {
a Diwali launch, Kartik’s dynamic lineup of projects promises an exciting cinematic
journey ahead for his fans, with his upcoming films poised to make a significant
impact at the box office.

anhv z
Kapoor

On Telugu Debut Devara: 'Had A

Great Time On Sets'

- Telugu actor Jr NTR and Janhvi Kapoor are all set to
showcase their magical chemistry for the first time on screen
in their upcoming film Devara: Part 1. In the latest update, the
latter has hinted that she will be shooting another song with Jr
NTR and she is very excited about the song.Bollywood star
Janhvi Kapoor, who is gearing up for her Telugu debut with star Jr
NTR, recently said that she is looking forward to shooting another
song with the actor. She was asked if she would rather act with
Amitabh Bachchan or do a dance number with Hrithik Roshan or
Vicky Kaushal.
The Dhadak actress said in an interview with Mashable India, “T
just shot a song with Jr NTR sir and I can’t wait to shoot our next
song together. I will choose that; [ want to dance with Jr NTR.”For
the unversed, the duo reportedly shot the first song of the film in
Thailand. Earlier, Janhvi had spoken at length about her role in
Koratala Siva’s Devara during the promotions of her film Mr &
Mrs Mahi.
Talking about her role, she said that it was very entertaining.
Janhvi also revealed that she had a great time on the sets and was
overwhelmed to see people doing their work with love,
conviction and passion. The actress also said that she feels lucky
to have got this opportunity.
The upcoming film Devara: Part 1, starring Jr NTR and Janhvi
Kapoor in the lead roles, is directed by Koratala Siva. It will be the
first part of a two-part film series. The action film stars Bollywood
actor Saif Ali Khan in the lead role of the antagonist. Devara: Part 1
also features brilliant actors like Prakash Raj, Srikanth, Shine Tom
Chacko, Narain and many others in pivotal roles.The song was
originally scheduled to release on May 19 but was postponed to
September 27, due to the general elections and upcoming post-

production work.

Scenes in Maharagni, Reveals
Samyuktha: 'Action Done By Us’

18 years after starting her acting career, south actor
Samyuktha is all set to make her Bollywood debut
with Maharagni: Queen Of Queens, which also
marks Kajol and Prabhu Deva’s onscreen reunion 27
years after Minsara Kanavu (also known as Sapnay
in Hindi). The teaser of Maharagni featured Kajol in
a never-seen-before-action avatar beating up bad
guys and making an entry like a quintessential and
larger-than-life south hero. The film will also see
Samyuktha pack some solid punches.Sharing an
update on Maharagni, Samyuktha exclusively tells
News18 Showsha, “We’ve been shooting part-by-
part. They’ve wrapped up a schedule that included
major portions of Kajol ma’am’s action sequences.
Another schedule that included my introduction and
some car chase sequences featuring me have also
been wrapped. We had a blast! They got an action
director from abroad and the way they planned
everything was wonderful. I feel so grateful.”

While 95 percent of the film shoot is still pending,
Samyuktha is thrilled that she already got the
opportunity to film some scenes with Kajol and
Naseeruddin Shah. So, was she nervous about the
same? “If your co-stars are cool, good to talk to and
ready to strike up conversations, it’s always nice. We
had a photoshoot with all three of us and it was really
fun!” she says.The Bheemla Nayak and Vaathi actor
lauds her senior co-actors for putting in the effort to
make her feel comfortable. Sharing an anecdote, she
remarks, “With Naseeruddin sir, I felt like I was
interacting with my own grandfather (laughs).
During the shoot, he was to hold a glass of wine and
he began explaining to me how ‘daaru’ actually
means medicine. Since he was freely talking to me, I
could be myself. It was only when I took a step back
and took a moment that [ realised where I’m and who
I'was working with.”’She further adds, “Kajol ma’am
was helping me on the side with cues when I was
shooting for my close-ups. It was really lovely of her.
I'was tense not because of them but because I wanted
to get my Hindi dialect right. They’ve a lot of
experience and I didn’t want to give them that
impression that I’m not prepared. I don’t know how
butIpulledit offeventually.”

Many Moods' 0f Vicky Kaushal,
Triptii Dimri and Ammy Virk.
Courtesy: Neha Dhupia

Starring Vicky Kaushal, Triptii Dimri and Ammy
Virk, Bad Newz continues to win the audience’s
hearts for its fresh twist to the rom-com genre.
Besides the lead trio, the film also has Neha
Dhupiaplaying a pivotal role. The actress has now
given her fans a sneak peek into some precious
moments with the star cast of the film. In an
Instagram post, she attached some pictures from
the sets, emphasising the ‘many moods’ of its cast
and crew.The heartwarming carousel opens with a
never-before-seen image of Neha Dhupia along
with Vicky Kaushal, Triptit Dimri and Ammy
Virk. Posing against a picturesque background,
the talented stars radiated joy. It is followed by a
selfie wherein all four were joined by the director
of the film, Anand Tiwari. A few pictures also
showcase the camaraderie between Neha and
Triptii as the actresses flash bright smiles for some
endearing clicks. Next, we can also see Neha
indulging in a chat with the director Anand.
Additionally, a bunch of selfies offering a glimpse
of the joyous time during the shoot have been
added to the post.

Previously, Neha Dhupia dropped a fun BTS video
on Instagram accompanied by a short note that
read, “It’s never not fun with this crazy bunch ....
#maacorona ki kasam mazaa aa gaya.”

Bad Newz is a humorous twist from regular rom-
com films, exploring an off-beat storyline around
arare medical condition. It delves into the life of a
woman who finds out that she’s expecting twins
from two different fathers, portrayed by Kaushal
and Virk, in a rare case of heteropaternal
superfecundation. Produced by Amritpal Singh
Bindra, Apoorva Mehta and Karan Johar’s
Dharma Productions, Bad Newz is a sequel to
2019 released Good Newwz. Starring Kareena
Kapoor Khan, Akshay Kumar, Kiara Advani and
Diljit Dosanjh in the lead roles, the film emerged
as a blockbuster at the box-office.Coming back to
Bad Newz and its box-office performance, the
film amassed nearly Rs 30 crore within three days
ofits release and continues to perform well.
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