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Geeta Bali stardom, A tailor and a man on the moon

Amritsar to Bombay

Like a typical heroine of yesteryear, Geeta Bali’s
real life story, too, reads like a script of her black
and white films. She dropped out of school after
Class 6 to help her family — a blind father, a
partially deaf mother, a partially deaf elder
brother and a sister. Her family would travel to
Burma, Malaya and Sri Lanka, along with her
father Kartar Singh, who was a religious preacher.
The family lived in the vicinity of Chowk Baba
Sahib, near the Golden Temple in Amritsar.

During their trips to other countries, Geeta — born
Harkirtan Kaur — and her elder sister Hardarshan
Kaur gave stage performances. Both were
excellent dancers. Geeta had learnt classical
dance and music, horse riding and Sikh martial art
‘gatka’ at a young age.However, these
performances by the two young girls did not find
favour with conservative Sikhs. In December
1939, they were not allowed to perform at Lahore.
The nine-year-old Harkirtan vowed that she
would come back and perform at the same venue.
The resolute girl kept that promise — nine years
later, she performed at the same stage as a star,
Geeta Bali.As a child, Geeta was selected to sing
for a programme at the All India Radio, Lahore.
The vivacious girl wanted to emulate Shirley
Temple, an immensely popular American child
star of her era. She was noticed by Pt Gyan
Shankar, a leading choreographer, who selected
her for a documentary film, ‘The Cobbler’ (1942).
Her agility and sense of rhythm won her a solo
performance in RK Shorey’s Punjabi film,
‘Badnami’, in 1946. The same year, Mazhar
Khan, a renowned producer-director from
Bombay, signed her for a film. Geeta shifted to
Bombay, along with her family and Pt Gyan
Shankar.

Mazhar’s film got delayed and Pt Shankar came
across well-known film-maker Kidar Sharma,
whom he had known since his Amritsar days.
Geeta was not beautiful in the traditional sense.
She was quite thin, but Sharma was impressed by
her sense of humour and eloquent eyes. He signed
her for ‘Suhaag Raat’ (1948) at a princely sum of
Rs 26,000, against the wishes of his brother and
the studio staff. The film turned out to be a
blockbuster.

Sharma repeated her in more films, including ‘Neki
Aur Badi’ (1949), ‘Bawre Nain’ (1950) with Raj
Kapoor, and ‘Rangeen Raaten’ (1956) with
Shammi Kapoor, whom she married in a temple
on August 24, 1955, with only one other person in
attendance.Earlier, Dev Anand had cast her in
Navketan production ‘Baazi’ (1951), in which
Guru Dutt made his debut as a director. ‘Baazi’
was a super hit. People thronged theatres just to
see her song ‘Tadbir se bigdi hui tagdeer bana le’,
and her superb dancing. Anand and Geeta went on
to give five more hits — ‘Jaal’ (1952), ‘Kishti’
(1954), ‘Farar’ (1955), ‘Milap’ (1955) and
‘Pocket Maar’ (1956).

Considered inimitable, Geeta worked with top
names like Madhubala in ‘Dulari’ (1949), ‘Neki
Aur Badi’ and ‘Nishana’ (1950); with Suraiya in
‘Bari Behen’ (1949); and with Kamini Kaushal in
‘Jailor’ (1958). However, in all these films, only
her superb performances are remembered. Meena
Kumari once said, “Geeta is more accomplished
than me as an actress. She has a much wider
range.”’She became so popular that whenever she
came on screen, the crowds would chant, “Geeta
Bali, chai ki pyali”. Her ‘Anand Math’ (1952) is
remembered for its patriotic fervour and the song
‘Vande Matram’, which has been ranked as one of
the best composed songs in Hindi cinema.

Having seen hardship, Geeta would often help her
colleagues in need. She helped Guru Dutt to first
turn producer and then a hero in her production
‘Baaz’ (1953). Surinder Kapoor, actor Anil
Kapoor’s father, was Geeta’s secretary. She also
helped him become a producer. Rajesh Khanna,
who was doing theatre, would visit the building
where Geeta had her office. She wanted to cast
him as a hero in her last incomplete film ‘Rano’
(1964), based on Rajinder Singh Bedi’s novel ‘Ek
Chadar Maili Si’, but it was Dharmendra who
bagged the role.eeta would get 10 per cent of her
earnings from her mother. She kept this money in
acupboard in Kidar Sharma’s office.

COMPARED to habitats in the plains, wildlife across
the Himalayas, particularly in the western sections of
the mountain range, is known to be less in diversity
and numbers. This conforms to the ecological reality
that ‘species’ diversity decreases from the lower to
higher altitude’. That said, the Himalayan landscape
harbours some magnificent fauna, unique to the area
and vehemently sought after by wildlife enthusiasts.
The sheer hostility of the terrain and harshness of the
climate makes wildlife viewing more exciting and
adventurous.My profession has provided me
opportunities to explore the Himalayan wildlife
across the mountainous regions of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh. I am among the lucky and
privileged ones to have sighted and photographed all
but a few of the wild mammal species of the region —
from the snow leopard, the grey ghost of the trans-
Himalayas, to the largest carnivore of the entire
Himalayan range, the brown bear, to the most
critically endangered of the mountain deer, the
Kashmir red deer or Hangul. One species that eluded
me for long is the musk deer, an enigmatic creature,
which by taxonomic nuances is not even a true deer!
It is a smaller antler-less, large-eared ‘deer’, standing
40-50cm at the shoulder, having unequal hind and
forelimbs, whose males sport a distinct pair of fang-
like canines — all un-deer-like characters!

I did have my chances of sighting the animal on a
couple of occasions, first during my student days
while surveying in the hills of Ranikhet, Uttar
Pradesh (now Uttarakhand), in 1995, and then five
years later during my early professional life, in the
Overa-Aru Wildlife Sanctuary, near Pahalgam,
Kashmir. On both the occasions, it was just a
snapshot glimpse, neither long enough to be
registered in the brain, nor good enough to be
captured in a frame. All these years, [ have longed for
a more satisfying view of this magical animal.
Finally, the opportunity came when I was sent off on

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi chose a befitting
occasion — the 25th anniversary of India’s victory in
the Kargil War — to warn Pakistan that Indian soldiers
would foil all its attempts to perpetrate terror.
Addressing a ceremony at the Kargil memorial in Dras
in the presence of the military top brass, Modi said
falsehood and terror were brought down to their knees
by the truth in the 1999 war. He also lamented that
Pakistan had not learnt any lesson from the past. His
sharp remarks came amid a spate of terror attacks in
the Jammu region after he took oath last month as the
PM for the third time. The message sent out to Pakistan
is loud and clear: Sponsor terrorism and proxy wars at
your own peril. However, it seems unlikely that such
tough talk would suffice to make the neighbour see
reason and mend its ways.

The menace of infiltration — which had sparked off the
war on the icy heights — is nowhere near being wiped
out. Pakistan-trained terrorists continue to sneak in,
keeping Indian security personnel on their toes round

It took a while to mollify Chooru Ram that wanderings into space were not in search of god

Fifty-five years back, almost to the day in July 1969,

two events took place. The major event was that
Chooru Ram, the resident tailor at my school, was
steeling himself to believe in science and space
travel. The minor event was that Neil Armstrong had
landed on the moon. Both, as I learnt, were
interconnected.Like many other boarding schools,
Shimla’s Bishop Cotton School was a tiny ‘nation-
state’ in itself. Apart from its administration and
hierarchy, it was also fairly self-sufficient. There
was a very obvious requirement of a huge kitchen,
and there was an infirmary, a bakery and ‘dhobi
ghat’. It also had its own barber and tailor. The
barber’s mandate was to cut hair as close as possible,
preferably without injury to the scalp. Then, the
tailor, ah, well, he was the one and only Chooru
Ram. By his own assertion, Chooru Ram had been
prescribed a medicine which was only to be taken in
the evenings when the lights were low and the
comings and goings in the tailor room had
decreased. He would pull the bottle out of a
cupboard and place the medicine next to his
miracle-working sewing machine. With each swig
of medicine, the foot pedal of the sewing machine
would go faster. The hand wheel would accelerate to
an indeterminate speed. School uniforms would be
stitched or repaired in the twinkling of an eye by this
one-man assembly line.The fact that he was the
senior tailor in school did not deter him from having
a mind of his own. He had his own version of the
sciences and was an original ‘flat-earther’. He did
not believe that the planet was round and coaxed by
the wheels and windmills of his mind, also
dismissed the planet’s rotation on its axis or around
the sun. Those were days before television and
various people, ranging from schoolmasters to
pupils, showed him books and magazines with
graphic depictions of the solar system. Chooru Ram
was neither interested, nor impressed. He had a
simple answer to all this badgering, “If what you say
is true, and the earth goes round and round, then,
why is this door in the same place in the evening? It
should be in the opposite position.” And further,
“Has someone seen that the earth is round? You
show me pictures which have been made by people
who have not seen the earth except from earth.” The
simplicity of this logic, while fallible, could not be
explained or discussed, especially after he had had
his medicine.On July 24, 1969, the space harvest

sown by American President John F Kennedy some
years earlier was reaped by President Richard
Nixon. A manned mission landed on the moon. On
their return, the astronauts of Apollo 11 were feted
and this historic moment reverberated around the
world. This also led to a slew of brightly coloured
print coverage. In August that year, a special edition
of the iconic ‘Life’ magazine carried a grand visual
spectacle of the moon landing. This publication,
among others, was something that came home
regularly.My father, who taught physics at Bishop
Cotton, in his wisdom, decided to loan this and some
other publications with pictures of the earth taken
from the moon, to a group of students who sallied
forth to show them to Chooru Ram. These, once and
for all, were expected to prove that the earth was
round.Reports came back that when these
publications were shown to the tailor, sparks
prepared to fly from the sewing machine. Chooru
Ram was in distress and as far as he was concerned,
these scientific measures were blasphemes. “Why
did they do that?” he is said to have cried. “Why do
they want to look for god when he is in our hearts?”
For him, the moon mission was taken as man’s
temerity to look for the divine. No more, no less.

It took a while to mollify him that these wanderings

Warning to Pakistan

India must do more to curb cross-horder terror

90 minutes with a musk deer in Gurez

an official assignment to Gurez, north Kashmir, this
summer.Flanking the valley on its north-eastern side,
Gurez is a picturesque vale surrounded by dense
conifer forests of fir, spruce and blue pine, with cliffy
peaks towering overhead, supporting patches of
birch and juniper. There may not be any officially
notified national park or wildlife sanctuary in Gurez,
but its forests, home to a variety of bird and animal
life, merit its inclusion in the Protected Area map of

the country.After a disappointing rainy morning and
forenoon that upset all my plans of watching birds,
the sun finally shone in the afternoon, allowing me to
venture out with two local guides from Barnai, a
small hamlet 16 km south-east of Dawar, the
administrative headquarter of Gurez. We crossed a
log-bridge on the stream near the village and took a
trail into the Chek nullah. The trail soon became steep
and led us to a narrow gorge overlooking a road and

into space were not in search of god. As far as one
knew, the so-called ‘seekers’ believed more in
empirical science, as compared to something else.
Then came the day when matters between science,
the moon mission and Chooru Ram came to be
sorted. President Nixon decided to gift a piece of the
moon that had been brought back by the astronauts,
to various countries around the world. India also
received a small moon rock and this was then sent on
tour across the country. In Shimla, this was placed
for display in the old band stand on the Ridge, the
structure that now houses a restaurant. Some of us
went to take a look and as far as we were concerned,
this priceless object looked no different from any
other stone. The matter was dutifully reported to
Chooru Ram. His reaction is not known.

Now, for a disclaimer: there may be some

embellishments in this story, but those are only in
terms of language. A little ‘verbal decoration’. ‘Dal
pe tadka’, coriander and chilli garnish, if you will.
However, the dish remains intact. The facts in this
story remain correct to the best of my knowledge.
Neil Armstrong, despite what conspiracy theorists
may say, did walk on the moon. More importantly,
Chooru Ram started believing in a miracle called
science and even began passing the message along.

the clock. Despite its economic woes and political
mess, Pakistan has no qualms about targeting India
by plotting terror attacks and sending drones with
payloads of drugs and arms. The onus is on India to
recalibrate its counter-terror strategy in J&K or
plan something similar to the 2016 surgical strikes
and the 2019 Balakot airstrikes.

Unfortunately, the PM struck a discordant note by
raking up the frauds allegedly committed by
previous governments in defence deals. He also
tore into the Opposition for opposing the Agnipath
scheme. With the entire nation remembering the
supreme sacrifice made by 559 bravehearts,
political one-upmanship should have been
avoided. The Opposition has only added to the
acrimony by accusing the PM of spreading lies
about the contentious recruitment scheme. This
slanging match can be detrimental to national
security and may render the country vulnerable to a
Kargil-type misadventure by Pakistan.

the stream, running parallel to each other.

On the opposite side, about 90 metres from where I
stood with my camera and binoculars, I noticed a
rocky cliff that rose almost vertically from the road
below. My attention was caught by some protruding
rocks and a few crevices, ideal for vultures to perch
on and nest. I scanned the cliff with my binoculars,
hoping to see a Himalayan vulture or a lammergeier.
Suddenly, I noticed movement in one of the crevices
which supported a bit of grass. I couldn’t believe my
eyes when I saw a musk deer standing still, holding
on firmly to the little ground available under its
hooves. The animal was panting with its tongue out
as if it had escaped a predator, or was running away
on being disturbed by a human. Whatever the reason,
it had found the perfect spot to take refuge.

I watched more keenly and could see it was a female, as
it lacked the canine tusks, prominent in males. The
grey face and throat and greyish brown back with
prominent spots confirmed her to be a Kashmir musk
deer, a species endemic to the Kashmir Himalayas.

I handed over the binoculars to my companions for
them to have a look while I set my camera on one of
the rarest subjects it had ever clicked. I took as many
pictures as I could, fearing that the animal may vanish
as soon as she saw us. But, to my surprise, she
remained right there, undeterred by our presence and
unaffected by the noise of the traffic on the road
beneath. After a few minutes, she stopped panting
and made a slow but steady move up the rocky cliff.

She was now on a better perch with greener
surroundings and gave a sideways pose for my
camera, with the flowering foxtail lily in the
background. For the next hour-and-a-half, I remained
glued to my binoculars, cherishing every blink of her
eye and every flick of her ear. [ was finally able to see
the animal in a manner that satiated the appetite of the
‘wildlifer’ in me.
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|CICI Bank shares gains 3%
after Q1 results. Will it
outperform peers

NEW DELHI. ICICI Bank Ltd is being viewed as a
potential re-rating candidate by domestic brokerages,
following its consistent performance in recent quarters.

Analysts maintain their 'Buy' ratings on the stock, with
price targets suggesting up to 20% potential upside.
They believe ICICI Bank should continue to command
premium valuations over other large peers.Nuvama
Institutional Equities highlighted ICICI Bank as the
most consistent lender in delivering core earnings and
granular growth.Unlike its peers, ICICI Bank's earnings
are free from the issues that affected others in Q1FY25,
which supports the argument for a stock re-rating.

"ICICI Bank turned in strong earnings and outperformed
on three key concerns plaguing its peers in QIFY25:
asset quality, LDR, and NIM. Loans grew 15% YoY/3%
QoQ, while the 4bp QoQ dip in NIM is lower than
expected. The QoQ increase in slippage of 11% YoY is
also lower than peers and expectations," said Nuvama,
suggesting a target of Rs 1,450 for the stock.

Motilal Oswal Securities also praised ICICI Bank for
reporting a steady quarter, unlike many of its large
peers. The bank's NII growth has been consistent, the
pace of NIM compression has slowed, and operating
expenses have been well-controlled, even after
accounting for employee increments in Q1.

"The bank's substantial investment in technology offers
some cushion against opex costs. A stable mix of a high-
yielding portfolio (Retail/Business Banking) and
ongoing growth in Business Banking, SME, and
secured retail segments are driving broad-based growth,
helping the bank maintain healthy business
diversification," noted Motilal Oswal.The brokerage
expects ICICI Bank to sustain a 12% CAGR in profit
after tax over FY24-26E and reiterated their 'Buy' rating
with a revised target price of Rs 1,400, up from Rs
1,350.

Sensex opens at record high,
Nifty within touching
distance of 25,000

NEW DELHI. Benchmark stock market indices
opened Monday’s trading session on a positive note,
tracking positive developments in the US economy
and sustained Q1 results momentum.The S&P BSE
Sensex touched an all-time high of 81,720.25 at the
opening bell, while the NSE Nifty50 rose to 24,980.45.
There are strong chances that the Nifty50 may cross the
25,000 milestone during intraday trade today.

At around 9:20 am, the Sensex was up 329.42 points to
trade at 81,662.14, while the NSE Nifty50 gained
89.30 points to 24,924.15.Most of the other broader
market indices also opened the trading session on
positive note, with smallcap stocks making a strong
comeback as market investors ignored the recent
capital gains announcement in Budget 2024.

The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were NTPC, BPCL,
ICICI Bank, SBI and Shriram Finance. On the other
hand, the top losers were Dr Reddy's Laboratories,
Titan, Cipla, Tata Consumer Products and SBI Life.

Dr. V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Financial Services, said, "The undercurrent of
this bull market has turned stronger on positive cues.
The soft landing scenario for the US economy and
expectation of rate cut by the Fed in September are
intact. This will provide the global support to this bull
market. The decline in the US 10-year bond yield to
4.17% and decline in Brent crude to $ 81.2 are other
supporting factors.""In a departure from recent trends
both FIIs and DIIs turned buyers last Friday resulting
in a total buying of Rs 5320 crores pushing the market
sharply up. DIIs which were sitting on cash waiting for
clarity on tax proposals in the Budget have started
deploying funds, particularly in quality largecaps,
which explains the sharp rally in the Nifty," he
added."In the current scenario, the market will likely
ignore the valuation concerns and march ahead. ICICI
bank has posted good Q1 numbers. The market is
largely ignoring the good results of banking stocks on
fears of potential margin compression due to slow
growth in deposits."

IRFC, RVNL, Ircon: These
multibagger stocks gain up to
4%. Will rally continue

New Delhi Shares of several railway PSUs rebounded
on Monday, gaining as much as 4% during intraday
trade. Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) shares
surged 3.96% on the BSE to trade at Rs 574.60 at 12:28
pm.Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC)
shares were up 3.65% at Rs 190.15, while Ircon
International shares were up 3.80% at Rs 285.15. In
addition, shares of Titagarh Rail Systems also gained
4.46% to trade at Rs 1,682.95.It may be noted that the
rally in these railway PSUs comes after a short period
of heavy losses, triggered by a lack of announcements

of the railways sector in Budget 2024.RVNL and IRFC
shares have fallen nearly 8% in the past five trading
sessions, while Ircon International shares fell nearly
12%.However, all these stocks have given
multibagger returns to investors in the past year, and
despite being overvalued, analysts feel that these
stocks are likely to feed off the broader rally on Dalal
Street and gain.Focus on railway infrastructure to
continueRailway stocks are also likely to gain due to
the government’s continued focus on infrastructure, a
major part of which includes development of railways.
Though there was no mention of Indian Railways in
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s budget
speech, it is worth noting that the government has
allocated record capex of Rs 2,62,2000 crore.“I thank
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and
Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman for record
allocation of Rs 2,62,200 crore for Railways.

Know which tax regime is more

attractive for salaried

NEW DELHI. The Union Budget 2024 has

introduced enhanced tax relief in the new
tax regime by adjusting the income tax
slabs, making it more appealing
compared to the old tax regime. As a
result, taxpayers currently using the old
tax regime may want to consider
switching to the new tax regime for the
2024-25 financial year.According to the
Budget 2024 proposals, the new tax
regime has seen an expansion of income
slabs, leading to a reduction in tax rates.
Specifically, the tax rate for the income
slab between Rs 6,00,000 and Rs 7,00,000
has been decreased from 10 per cent to 5
per cent. Additionally, for the income
range of Rs 9,00,000 to Rs 10,00,000, the
tax rate has been lowered from 15 per cent
to 10 per cent.These adjustments result in
a total tax saving of Rs 10,000 for
individuals earning above Rs 10,00,000
under the new tax regime.Moreover, the
standard deduction has increased from Rs
50,000 to Rs 75,000, contributing to
potential overall tax savings of up to Rs

17,500 (before accounting for
surcharge and cess) under the new tax
regimeThe decision for each taxpayer
to switch from the old tax regime to the
new one hinges on the deductions they
need to claim for their tax liability
under the old regime to be lower than
that under the new regime. This
required level of deductions fluctuates
based on income levels.

It’s important to recognise that the old
tax regime allows for a variety of
deductions against different
allowances included in salaries, such
as House Rent Allowance (HRA) and
Leave Travel Allowance (LTA), as
well as specific investments and
expenses like the Public Provident Fund
(PPF), National Pension Scheme (NPS),
housing loan repayments, and tuition
fees.Conversely, the new tax regime
offers advantages such as a standard
deduction and a full rebate for individuals
with an annual income of up to Rs 7 lakh.
Therefore, individuals earning more than

Rs 7 lakh must carefully evaluate their
options between the new and old tax
regimes, particularly since the old tax
regime provides deductions under
Chapter VI-A.“With the changes in the
new tax regime, for a salaried taxpayer,
who is not a senior citizen (i.e. 60 years
and above), with a regular income of R15
lakh and above, the break-even point to

people

choose between the old tax regime and
new tax regime has increased from Rs
3,75,000 to Rs 4,33,333. This means
that a person who is having exemptions
and deductions under the old tax
regime and are not available under the
new tax regime below this break-even
point, will benefit by opting for the
new tax regime,” said Poorva Prakash,
Partner, Deloitte India.

“In addition, the limit for employer’s
contribution towards NPS has been
increased from 10 per cent to 14 per
cent under the NTR. This would allow
the salaried taxpayers to avail
additional tax benefit for employer’s
contribution to NPS, subject to overall

non-taxable threshold of Rs 7.5 lakh.
These are welcome moves as eventually it
will help in providing increased
disposable income in the hands of the
salaried taxpayers as well as easing the
overall tax admin burden for both
employers and the employees,” Prakash
added.

HDFC Bank changes credit card rules from
August 1: What you need to know

NEW DELHI. HDFC Bank is set to
introduce several changes to its credit
card policies starting August 1, 2024.
These updates will affect various types
of transactions and fees for credit card
holders.One of the significant changes
is the introduction of a 1% fee on rental
transactions made through third-party
payment apps like PayTM, CRED,
MobiKwik, and Cheq. This fee will be
capped at Rs 3,000 per transaction,
adding an extra cost for customers
using these popular apps to pay their
rent.For utility transactions, the bank
has introduced a new fee structure.
Transactions under Rs 50,000 will not
be affected, but those above this
amount will incur a 1% fee, also capped
at Rs 3,000 per transaction. This change
targets only higher-value utility
payments.Insurance-related
transactions will not be subject to these
new fees, offering some relief for
customers managing their insurance
payments.Fuel transactions will now
attract a 1% fee for amounts over Rs
15,000, with a maximum fee cap of Rs
3,000 per transaction. Smaller fuel
purchases will remain free of this
charge.Educational payments made

Ultratech Cement approves India Cements acqu

Shares of UltraTech Cement
were trading 0.72% higher on
the BSE at Rs 11,763.50, while
shares of Indian Cements rose
0.81% to Rs 377.65.

New Delhi UltraTech Cement Ltd's
board has approved the acquisition of
an additional 33% stake in India
Cements Ltd from its promoters and
associates at Rs 390 per share. The
acquisition, valued at an enterprise
value (EV) of $121 per tonne, involves
an outflow of Rs 1,900 crore and is
subject to regulatory approvals.Shares
of UltraTech Cement were trading
0.72% higher on the BSE at Rs
11,763.50, while shares of Indian
Cements rose 0.81% to Rs
377.65.Emkay Global suggests that this
strategic move will bolster UltraTech's
industry-leading volume growth,
potentially reducing its capital

Why long

As an individual taxpayer,
you are not paying any
significant tax up fo Rs 15
lakh income annually.

New Delhi Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s record seventh budget has
underscored the importance of an
efficient tax system with an all-rounded
budget. The reaction in the stock market
was initial panic when she mentioned the
word ‘capital gains’. However, equity
prices recovered quickly to end the flat
trading session on Budget Day.As an
individual taxpayer, you are not paying
any significant tax up to Rs 15 lakh
income annually. That means you have
some more money in your hands. Your
long-term financial plan will not be
affected if you are a regular investor.
There is a minor increase in the long-term
capital gains tax in listed shares.
However, if you are a day trader in
equities and derivatives and earn well,
you have to pay more taxes on capital
gains.The Budget clearly states that you
must pay taxes if you make money
through capital gains. Capital gains in
India are here to stay, and if some pundits

HDFC BANI

through third-party apps like CRED
and PayTM will also face a 1% fee,
with a Rs 3,000 cap per transaction.
However, payments made directly
through educational institutions'
websites or POS machines will not be
subject to this fee. International
educational payments will be exempt
from this new charge.For international
transactions, HDFC Bank will apply a
3.5% markup fee on all cross-currency
transactions. This will affect customers
who frequently make purchases or
payments abroad.The late payment fee
structure has been updated, with fees
now ranging from Rs 100 to Rs 300,
depending on the outstanding amount.
This change aims to encourage timely
payments and reduce overdue balances.
The cost to redeem rewards points for

expenditure and enhancing return
ratios.Previously, UltraTech Cement
acquired a 23% stake in India Cements

S—

in June, increasing its total stake to 56%
at an EV of $108 per tonne. UltraTech
has also made an open offer for an
additional 26% equity stake at Rs 390
per share.According to Emkay Global,
this acquisition significantly
strengthens UltraTech Cement's market
position, with the company's capacity
market share in the South expected to
more than double to 25% by FY27E.
"UltraTech India's grey cement capacity
is likely to cross 200 mt by FY27E (12

statement credit or cashback has
increased to Rs 50, adding a small
expense to the rewards redemption
process.Customers using revolving
credit facilities will face a finance
charge of 3.75% per month,
calculated from the transaction date
until the outstanding balance is fully
paid. This change highlights the
importance of prompt payment to
avoid accruing significant interest
charges.

For those using the Easy-EMI facility, a

processing fee of up to Rs 299 will be
charged for converting purchases into
EMIs at both online and offline stores.

HDFC Bank has also updated the rewards

structure for Tata Neu Infinity and Tata
Neu Plus credit card holders. Tata Neu
Infinity HDFC Bank Credit Card users
will earn 1.5% NeuCoins on eligible
UPI transactions made with the Tata
Neu UPI ID, while transactions with
other eligible UPI IDs will earn 0.50%
NeuCoins.Tata Neu Plus HDFC Bank
Credit Card holders will earn 1%
NeuCoins on eligible UPI transactions
with the Tata Neu UPI ID and 0.25%
NeuCoins for transactions using other
eligible UPIIds.

isition. Will shares gain

per cent CAGR). This will help the

company achieve industry-leading

volume growth, despite its large scale,
and the lower opex/capex would
boost return ratios," Emkay Global
said.

However, the brokerage also
cautioned that industry profitability
might remain capped in the short
term due to market share
competition, which could persist for
another 4-6 quarters.In the long
term, this consolidation is expected
to introduce price discipline and
generate significantly better
profitability and return ratios. Emkay
Global maintains a 'Buy' rating on

UltraTech Cement, with a target price

of Rs 12,800 per share by June 2025,

based on 20 tims EV/E.

Additionally, Emkay Global anticipates a
further re-rating of the potential
acquisition candidate. They also
highlighted that profitability might
remain capped in the near term as
companies aim to improve utilisation,
given that the acquired assets are
operating at low utilisation levels.

Narayana Murthy calls
India's dream to become
manufacturing hub
'audacious’

New Delhi. India's dream to surpass China and
establish itself as a leading global
manufacturing hub is facing major obstacles,
according to NR Narayana Murthy, co-
founder of Infosys.

Speaking at the ‘ELCIA Tech Summit 2024,
Murthy voiced doubts about India's capability
to compete with China in manufacturing,
highlighting the importance of government
involvement and improvements in public
governance for any meaningful progress in
this area.Murthy advised caution against
using lofty terms like 'hub' and 'global leader'
too early, according to a Business Today
article.He said, "China has already become
the factory of the world. Around 90% of items
in supermarkets and home depots in other
countries are manufactured in China. They
have six times the GDP of India. It is too
audacious of us to sayIndia will become the
manufacturing hub."

Murthy explained that while India's IT sector
benefits from exports, the manufacturing
sector relies more on domestic inputs and
government support.He said, "For
manufacturing, by and large, the domestic
contribution is more, and the government
plays a big role in the success of
manufacturing. Unfortunately, the response
time, transparency, accountability, speed, and
excellence in public governance in a country
like India still need to improve."He
highlighted the need to reduce the interaction
between government and industry to boost
manufacturing growth.

Additionally, Murthy discussed the importance
of entrepreneurs accurately evaluating market
conditions and using simple mathematical
models to create value."Entrepreneurs need to
learn to assess the market and estimate the
possible size they can capture. They must be
able to produce simple mathematical models
to bring higher value leverage, compared to
other ideas in the market. This knowledge and
talent are mandatory for success," he
explained.Looking forward, Murthy
expressed confidence in the enduring role of
human creativity in the face of growing
artificial intelligence (Al) capabilities.

He said, "AI will not replace designers and
individuals implementing large-scale
application systems, simply because they are
too complex.

are believed, they will eventually be
brought in line with the rate in rich
countries. At 12.5 per cent, the long-term
capital gains tax rate is still lower than that
in the United States at 20 per cent. So, you
may want to set your expectations
accordingly.

Trading V Investing profits

The tax system in India encourages you to
invest more than trade in the equity
markets.A study published last week by

the Securities and Exchange Board of

India about intra-day trading in equities
shows that 7 out of 10-day traders lose
money. As the day trading activity
intensified over the past three financial
years to 2023, losses have increased, too.
Asaresult, stock market day trading is not
for those who cannot digest losses. Even
then, more and more people are finding
their way to start trading in the stock
market from tier II and tier III cities in
India.There is an attraction towards quick
returns despite the data showing losses.
The message from the Budget in that

situation to you as a day trader is that if

you are good at it, you must pay more
taxes.At the same time, those playing in
equity and index options derivatives are
setting new records in the daily turnover.
Last year, a US firm reported trading
profits of 1 billion USD in India index
options.If institutional traders are making

that kind of money, the finance minister is
suitable to enhance the taxation on such
gains. If you observe the budget speeches
of the government over the past ten years,
the government has gradually made it
clear that India is not a tax haven country.
From your standpoint, the message from
the Budget is that derivatives are for
hedging your risks. You must understand
the tax implications of a derivatives trade
before acting on it.The mutual fund

-term investing makes sense

industry has witnessed a significant
contribution from retail investors. The
assets under management from
systematic investment plans are at a
record high of over Rs 10 lakh crore.
However, a Sebi study of SIP investors in
the past showed that barely a few
accounts had a holding period of over
three or five years. A lot of units were sold
within a year. The Budget discourages
you from doing that. You need to hold
your mutual funds for a long time for
them to give you any meaningful returns
for your financial goals like retirement or
children’s higher education.Concerns
about too much money chasing too few
assets in equity markets exist. Equity
market valuation is presently way higher
than 10-year averages for most quality
stocks. Few quality companies with a
significant free float are available for
investors who are not promoters.In such
an environment, if more money keeps
pouring from domestic and foreign
investors into equity assets, valuations
could be prohibitively expensive for entry
to new investors. It would also be hard to
generate returns that comfortably beat the
consumer price inflation rate. Sebi
chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch told
wealth managers recently that new
companies are getting listed to absorb the
increased flow of investments.
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Delhi coaching centre deaths: Building
owner arrested, bulldozer action begins

Delhi Police arrested

five more people in

connection with the

deaths of three civil

service aspirants who

drowned in the flooded

basement of a coaching

centre in Rajinder

Nagar, bringing the

total number of arrests

1o seven.

Javed Akhtar Says His X Account

New Delhi: Delhi Police have arrested five

more people in connection with the deaths of
three civil service aspirants who drowned in
the flooded basement of a coaching centre in
Rajinder Nagar, bringing the total number of
arrests to seven.Meanwhile, bulldozer action
has commenced to remove encroachments
near Rau's IAS Study Centre. Delhi Police
had already granted permission for the
operation.Among those arrested are the
owners of the basement and a person whose
vehicle was seen driving by the coaching
centre and sending a huge wave of water
crashing into the institute's gate, allegedly
damaging it during the heavyrains, police
said on Monday.The owner and coordinator
of Rau's IAS Study Circle, where the tragedy
occurred, were arrested on Sunday. Both
were charged with culpable homicide,
negligence and other charges, and sent to
judicial custody."Whoever is at fault in this
incident will not be spared," said Deputy
Commissioner of Police M Harshavardhan.
"We are taking strict action against those

responsible for the incident and maintaining
law and order in the area."Among the latest
arrests are four relatives of Amarjeet, the
building owner, including his son. The
different floors of the building were
registered under the names of dAdditionally,
the owner of a Force Gurkha car, which is
believed to have damaged the gate of . .
the building, has also been taken in
custody. A now viral video shows the
SUV driving down the waterlogged §

road in front of the coaching centre, # °
which results in a large amount of !
water hitting the institute's gate. The
gate buckles under pressure, allowing
water to gush into the
basement.Police are scrutinising the
building’s structure and the role of the local
municipality in managing the area’s drainage
system. The Delhi Fire Service is inspecting
the building and its basement, which was
illegally used as a library.Sources said police
will question municipal officials about the
area’s drainage system and issue a notice

', Minister Responds

seeking information. Those responsible for
maintaining the system have been named as
accused in the FIR.

Bulldozers are removing encroachments near
the coaching centre following prior approval
by Delhi Police to carry out the
operation.The absence of a proper drainage

system, safety violations at the coaching
centre, and illegal basement operations have
been blamed for the deaths. An MCD official
highlighted "gross criminal negligence" on
the part of the institute owner.

The Delhi government said in a statement that
a civic body team visited the central Delhi

Congress MP Says Some Coaching Centres
"Hacked", Post On Olympics "Not | Have Become "Mufius'

coaching hub to initiate action against
institutes operating from basements.
Thirteen such coaching centres were sealed
during the action.

Amid growing public anger, security has been

tightened in the Old Rajendra Nagar area.
Protests erupted outside the coaching centre,

;  with students demanding justice for the
victims. “We have deployed
paramilitary forces and police in the
area to maintain law and order,” a
senior police officer said.More than 35
individuals, including students and
staff, were trapped on Saturday evening
when water began flooding the
coaching centre's basement following
heavy rains. Three students—Shreya
Yadav from UP, Tanya Soni from Telangana,
and Navin Dalwin from Kerala—lost their
lives in the incident.Delhi Police have
registered an FIR and formed multiple teams
to probe the incident. The Delhi government
has ordered a magisterial inquiry into the
tragedy.

Student had flagged

basement coaching centre

By Me”

New Delhi: Noted lyricist-screenwriter Javed Akhtar has
said his X account was "hacked", following which a
"totally harmless" message about the Indian contingent
for the Paris Olympics 2024 was sent under his name.

The 79-year-old, who actively uses the micro-blogging
site to express his views on a range of topics, shared the
update on his page on Sunday night."My X ID is
hacked. There is a message ostensibly from my account
about our Indian team for Olympics. It is totally

3 [ I

harmless but not sent by me," Mr Akhtar wrote.

He neither revealed when he found out about the alleged
breach of security nor did he detail the contents of the
alleged post that was sent out to from his verified
handle.The industry veteran also informed his 4.6
million followers on X that "we are in the process of
complaining” to the concerned authorities at the social
media platform.His bio on the platform reads: "A poet,
lyricist, scriptwriter, atheist and a die-hard optimist".

His handle on X is "@Javedakhtarjadu".

"Main Opposition Does Not

Favour...": Rajya Sabha Defers

Delhi Horror Debate

New Delhi: The Rajya Sabha on Monday deferred a short
discussion to flag the death of four students - three
drowned in the flooded basement of an east Delhi
coaching centre on Saturday and a fourth was
electrocuted last week. Chairperson Jagdeep Dhankhar
said he had received three notices for suspension of
regular House business but this was opposed by the

Congress, the primary opposition.

"This was conveyed to me by Jairam Ramesh (the
Congress' comms chief) in categorical terms."The

New Delhi: During the discussion on the
Union Budget on Monday in the Lok
Sabha, Congress MP KC Venugopal
highlighted the tragic deaths of three
UPSC students in the basement of a
coaching centre in Delhi's Old
Rajinder Nagar and also raised
concerns about discrimination against
SC/ST students in higher educational
institutions.Highlighting the rising
suicides, he noted, "In the Upper
House, a Minister answered this
question in 2023, stating that from

2018 to 2022, around 18 students *

committed suicide in higher education
institutions, including IITs and IIMs.
One of the main reasons is caste
discrimination occurring in these
institutions. This issue should be
urgently considered."Mr Venugopal
also addressed the issue of safety and

regulation in coaching centres across
the country, pointing to the recent
tragedy in the national capital's Old

Rajinder Nagar.

The day before yesterday, a very sad
incident happened in a coaching centre
in New Delhi, where three students lost
their valuable lives. This centre, as per
media reports, was operating without

proper approval or facilities. Some

coaching centres have become

'mafias'. Will the government take any
action?" the Congress MP
questioned.

n response, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan assured that the
government is committed to the
socio-psychological and mental
protection of all students, regardless
of where they study."Honourable
member has raised a question, which
is not related to the question of the
day, but I would assure, through you,
that this government is committed to

socio-psychological and mental
protection of all kinds of students,
whether they are studying in the
coaching centre, institution, school or
high educational institutes," he said,
replying to Mr Venugopal.

"Let Students Come": Supreme Court
Refuses To Hear Plea Over UGC-NET

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to entertain a PIL
challenging the government's decision
to cancel the UGC-NET examination
following alleged question paper leak.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D'Y Chandrachud and  sgas
justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, however, said
the dismissal of the PIL does
not amount to a decision on
the merits of the PIL as it was
filed by a lawyer and not by
aggrieved students."Why are
you (lawyer) coming? Let the
students come here
themselves," the CJI told the =&
lawyer, adding "while
declining the above PIL, we
express nothing on merits".

The bench asked advocate Ujjawal Gaur,
who has filed the PIL as a petitioner, to
focus on some legal matters and leave
such issues for aggrieved persons.The

plea was filed against the decision of In the plea, Mr Gaur also sought a

the Union education ministry and the
National Testing Agency to cancel the
UGC-NET exam following inputs that
its integrity may have been

compromised.The ministry on June 19
had ordered the cancellation of the
UGC-NET exam and handed over the
matter to the CBI for an investigation.

direction to immediately stay the
proposed re-examination of the UGC-
NET exam until the CBI completes its
inquiry into the paper leak
allegations."The petitioner asserts
that the decision is not only
arbitrary but also unjust, given the
recent findings of the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).The CBI's investigation
brings the fact that the evidence
suggesting the paper leak is
doctored, thus nullifying the
grounds on which the cancellation
was based," the plea, filed through
advocate Rohit Pandey, said.The
petitioner submitted that the
"unwarranted" cancellation of the
exam has caused significant
distress, anxiety, and an unnecessary
expenditure of resources for the
aspirants who have rigorously
prepared for this crucial examination.

risk month hefore deaths

A civil service aspirant had lodged a complaint with

the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) about
the basement of coaching centres being illegally
used as libraries and study centres, around a month
before three students died due to flooding at a
coaching centre.The student, Kishor Singh
Kushwah, filed a complaint on June 26 against
several coaching centres in Old Rajinder Nagar and
South Patel Nagar areas for illegally operating
coaching classes and a library in basements. He had
stated in his complaint, filed on the Public
Grievance Portal, that there was "a possibility of
major accident".Kushwah said that Rau's IAS
Study Circle, where the incident took place, was
included in his list.

Notably, three civil service aspirants died after a

library housed in the basement of Rau's IAS Study
Circle flooded during heavy rain on Saturday
night. The coaching centre did not have permission
to run a library in the basement.“Despite not having
permission, they are running a classroom without
NOC (No Objection Certificate) in the basement.
They are running test classes, which are affecting
the lives of students and staff. There is a possibility
ofamajoraccident," he had stated in the complaint.

When they didn't respond, he filed a complaint again

on July 15 and July 22 and stated that it was an
"urgent issue" and "immediate action" was
required. However, the civic body failed to take
any action, he claimed."The responsibility for such
incidents lies entirely with the administration. The
government should take appropriate steps and take
concrete action against such establishments," he
said.In the wake of the deadly flooding incident,
the MCD on Sunday sealed 13 coaching centres in
the Old Rajinder Nagar area that were found
violating rules.

A team from the civic body conductd searches at

several coaching centres in the area and sealed
institutes that were running commercial activities
in the basement, Delhi Mayor Shelly Oberoi said.

The civic body has come under fire for not ensuring

proper enforcement of building norms in the
national capital after the flooding incident.Last
year, after a massive fire at an IAS coaching
institute in Mukherjee Nagar, a survey of coaching
centres violating building rules was initiated.
However, it is alleged that the civic ody's action
was stopped mid-way.In May this year, the Delhi
High Court directed the MCD and the Delhi
Development Authority to immediately close
down coaching centres that were operating in
violation of fire safety norms.

Congress reportedly also wanted a discussion on other
issues affected students, including the contentious
NEET-UG examination row, as well as violence and

unrest in Manipur.

Earlier Mr Dhankhar had slammed the business of

coaching centres, telling the House, "Coaching has
become virtually commerce. Every time we read a
newspaper, front one or two pages are their ads..."

"I have received notices under Rule 267...they (the MPs
who served the notice) have demanded a discussion on
the tragic death of three students in Delhi due to
negligence of authorities..." he had said. Among those
who served notice was Aam Aadmi Party MP Swati
Maliwal - a political twist given her fractious current
relationship with the party; the former Delhi
Commission for Women chief is roiled in a court case
with Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal's aide, Bibhav
Kumar, whom she has accused of assault.Ms Maliwal -
who remains a member of the AAP, for now - said she
was seeking "justice and compensation" for the families
of the students, all of whom were studying to clear the
UPSC exams."] have filed notice today for suspension
of business... for discussion on the pertinent issue -
justice and compensation for the four UPSC aspirants
who died... (the) voice of the students will not go
unheard.”Several BJP leaders, including Sudhanshu
Trivedi and Ram Chandra Jangra, and the CPIM's John
Brittas, had also served notices. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju also backed a discussion.
Meanwhile, the tragedy was also mentioned in the Lok
Sabha."It's a shocking situation... when you have a
brilliant student (whose) dreams of serving the nation...
have been shattered and the hopes of the family have
been shattered. This is a matter which obviously calls
for compensation... but no compensation can be
enough..." Congress MP Shashi Tharoor said.

Indian contingent's costume

design of the uniforms. Stre

to make a similar uniform

I wanted a cohesion between

The flotilla down the seinne 1

faced heavy criticism on soc

Indian tricolour, while t

Paris Olympics, has said he stands by the

time to focus on the medals, Tahiliani
asserted several big-wigs had asked him

stand by these uniforms," Tahiliani said,
adding, "It was not my decision to put the
ladies in sarees at the last minute, but still

uniforms, and I stand by them.”

Many industrialists who were there have
asked me to make this uniform for them.
A difference of opinion is totally fine," he
added.Olympic outfits for the athletes

many called the outfits an "eyesore" and a
"work of absolute mediocrity".The
uniforms saw male athletes dressed in a
white kurta pyjama with a jacket
featuring the saffron and green of the

backlash, Tasva, an Aditya Birla

at the 2024

ssing it was  haute couture."We at Tasva by
Tarun Tahiliani are aware of the
comments doing the rounds but
would request your consideration
and support on the
following.""We did not aim for
haute couture; our focus was on
creating functional and
comfortable uniforms for our
athletes. We are proud and
gratified by the positive feedback
we've received, especially from
the athletes themselves."

"We recognise that in a diverse

for them."I

the flag and

s long over.

1al media as

with dignity and pride on the

he women

athletes wore sarees.Following the

brand of which Tahiliani is the chief
design officer, said they did not aim for

country like India, opinions will vary, and
we welcome all perspectives. Our
ultimate goal remains to represent India

stage," a statement by Tasva read.
Tasva feel that the best way to represent
the country is the tricolor. And we feel

Group

moment for all us Indians," it read.

OLYMPIC UNIFORM

CRITICISM

global
"We at

that when the athletes wore the tricolor
designs and sailed past the Seine River, it
was a powerful imagery and a very proud

FACES

Jwala Gutta, former Indian badminton star,
in an X post, slammed those who were
responsible for the uniform and said the
garments made for the Indian contingent
have been a huge disappointment."After

Time to focus on medals: Tarun Tahiliani on
criticism over Paris Olympics uniforms

New Delhi: Fashion designer Tarun
Tahiliani, who was slammed for the

not much of thinking.. The garments
which was made for the Indian
contingent participating in Olympics this
time has been a huge disappointment!!
(Especially when the designer was
announced I had huge
expectations). First not all girls
know how to wear a saree... why
didn’t the designer use this
common sense and make pre
draped saree(which is in current
trend)," (sic), Gutta's X post read.
"The girls looked uncomfortable the
blouse was of bad fit!! And second
the colour and the print was so
opposite of beautiful Indian!!!
There was an opportunity for the
designer to display the art of our
culture through embroidery or hand
paint!! It was a work of absolute
mediocrity and looked shabby!!!" she
wrote.”] really hope the sports family
stops compromising on quality for our
sportspersons looks on court and off
court!!!!" Gutta tweeted.
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Venezuela's President
Maduro wins 3rd term in

historic election: Poll
body

Caracas Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro has won a third term with 51 per
cent of the vote, the country's electoral
authority said just after midnight on Monday,
with 80 per cent of ballot boxes counted.The
result announced by the authority came
despite multiple exit polls which pointed to
an opposition win.The authority said
opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez
won 44 per cent of the vote, though the
opposition had earlier said it had "reasons to
celebrate" and asked supporters to continue
monitoring vote counts."The results cannot
be hidden. The country has peacefully
chosen a change," Gonzalez said in a post on
X at around 11 p.m. local time, before the
results were announced.Opposition leader

Maria Corina Machado reiterated a call for
the country's military to uphold the results of
the vote.

"A message for the military. The people of
Venezuela have spoken: they don't want
Maduro," she said earlier on X."It is time to
put yourselves on the right side of history.
You have a chance and it's now." Venezuela's
military has always supported Maduro, a
61-year-old former bus driver and foreign
minister, and there have been no public
signs that leaders of the armed forces are
breaking from the government.

19 dead after boat
overturns in Ethiopia

Addis Ababa. At least 19 people are dead in
Ethiopia after a boat capsized on ariver in the
country's northwest, a state-run media outlet
said on Sunday.The tragedy occurred in the
Amhara region on Saturday as a group of
people were crossing the river Tekeze, which
partly forms the border between Ethiopia and
Eritrea, the state-run Ethiopian Press Agency
(EPA) reported.Seven people including a
child have been rescued while only two
bodies have been retrieved so far, according
to EPA.t was second major incident in
Ethiopia in recent days. On Monday, a
landslide in the south killed over 250 people.
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Venezuelan President Maduro seeks 3rd
term as nation awaits historic poll results

Caracas Venezuelans were awaiting results
late on Sunday in the most consequential
election in a quarter-century of socialist
party rule, with President Nicolas Maduro
confident of victory even as the opposition
has attracted impassioned support and
warned of possible irregularities.Opposition
leader Maria Corina Machado has been the
star of the coalition campaign, despite a ban
on her holding public office that forced her to
pass the torch to candidate Edmundo
Gonzalez, a 74-year-old ex-diplomat known
for his calm demeanor.Gonzalez has won
backing even from some former supporters
of the ruling party, but the opposition and
observers raised questions ahead of the vote
as to whether it would be fair, saying
decisions by electoral authorities and the
arrests of opposition staff were meant to
create obstacles.Maduro — whose 2018
reelection is considered fraudulent by the
United States, among others - has said
Venezuela has the world's most transparent
electoral system and has warned of a
"bloodbath" ifhe loses.

Attorney General Tarek Saab told Reuters on

TikTok collected views of US users on
abortion, gun control: Justice Department

In its report, the US Justice Department has accused TikTok of harnessing the capability to gather bulk

Sunday evening that he did not
anticipate any violence and that except
for some isolated incidents voting had
been peaceful.

He expected results on Sunday night, he
added.

ess than a block from Saab's office in
central Caracas, dozens of ruling party
supporters arrived together on
motorcycles outside Andres Bello
secondary school, the country's largest
voting center, scuffling with
opposition supporters gathered
outside.The crowd dispersed after
about 20 minutes.The Venezuelan
Observatory of Social Conflict said on X that
armed groups of the motorcycle-riding
ruling party supporters known as
'collectives' were reported in six states and
Caracas.Earlier, Marlyn Hernandez, the
head of voting at the school, told Reuters
about 50% of'the 11,493 people registered at
that polling place had voted as of
5:20pm.The figure was in line with estimates
released by the opposition campaign that just
under 55% of people had voted

nationwide.Government officials cheered
the voting in evening comments on state
television."Love won," said Jorge
Rodriguez, a ruling party lawmaker and the
head of Maduro's campaign.In their own
evening remarks, Gonzalez and Machado
repeated a call for opposition witnesses to
remain at polling places for the vote count
and not leave until they had their copy of the
results.The opposition official meant to
observe the overall national count at the
electoral authority, Delsa Solorzano, had not

information on users based on views on divisive social issues like qun control, abortion and religion.

Washington. In a fresh broadside against
one of the world’s most popular
technology companies, the Justice
Department is accusing TikTok of
harnessing the capability to gather bulk
information on users based on views on
divisive social issues like gun control,
abortion and religion.Government
lawyers wrote in documents filed late
Friday to the federal appeals court in
Washington that TikTok and its
Beijing-based parent company
ByteDance used an internal web-suite
system called Lark to enable TikTok
employees to speak directly with
ByteDance engineers in China.TikTok
employees used Lark to send sensitive
data about US users, information that has
wound up being stored on Chinese servers
and accessible to ByteDance employees

Lark’s internal search tools, the filing
states, permits ByteDance and TikTok
employees in the US and China to gather
information on users’ content or
expressions, including views on sensitive
topics, such as abortion or religion. Last

Beijing’s interests by manipulating the

doesn’t break ties with ByteDance.The
measure was passed with bipartisan
support after lawmakers and
administration officials expressed
concerns that Chinese authorities could
force ByteDance to hand over US user
data or sway public opinion towards

algorithm that populates users’ feeds.

demonstrates that ByteDance and TikTok
Global have taken action in response to
(Chinese government) demands to censor
content outside of China,” Casey
Blackburn, a senior US intelligence
official, wrote in a filing that supported

nefarious purposes.Federal officials are
asking the court to allow a classified
version of the legal brief, which would not
be
companies.Nothing in the redacted brief
“changes the fact that the Constitution is
on our side,” TikTok spokesperson Alex
Haurek said in a statement.

in China, federal OfﬁCials Said.One Of ’Inte 111 gence repo rtin g furth er “The TikTok ban would silence 170 million
Americans’ voices, violating the Ist
Amendment,” Haurek said. “As we’ve
said before, the government has never put
forth proof of its claims, including when
Congress passed this unconstitutional law.
Today, once again, the government is

been allowed to enter the facility,
though other opposition witnesses had,
the opposition said.A legal restriction
bars publication of polling from a
week before the election until official
results are announced, although
several exit polls began circulating on
social media in the late
afternoon.Reuters journalists in seven
locations around the country had
reported morning lines outside polling
stations, including some that opened
late or where voting was moving
slowly. Many voters had arrived
before dawn.

"I work cleaning houses and my four
grandchildren depend on me. I earn just $15
per week and that is enough to eat one day
but not the next," said Luisa Gonzalez, 61,
who voted in the state of Bolivar,
traditionally a ruling party bastion.

"We have spent years looking for change. [ was
a Chavista, but people have changed," she
said, using the term for ruling party
supporters, a reference to the late President
Hugo Chavez.

S Jaishankar meets Australian
counterpart Penny Wong in

Tokyo, discusses ties

Tokyo. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Monday met his Australian counterpart Penny
Wong and discussed steps to intensify bilateral ties,
including in security, trade and education, and

deepening practical cooperation across the Indo-

exacerbate social divisions,” the brief
states.The concern, the Justice
Department said, is more than
theoretical, alleging that TikTok and
ByteDance employees are known to
engage in a practice called “heating” in
which certain videos are promoted in
order to receive a certain number of
views. While this capability enables
TikTok to curate popular content and
disseminate it more widely, US
officials posit it can also be used for

accessible to the two

Pacific.Jaishankar and Wong are in Tokyo to
attend a meeting of foreign ministers of the four-
nation grouping Quad or Quadrilateral coalition.

A great start this morning meeting Australian FM
@SenatorWong in Tokyo," Jaishankar said in a
post on X."Spoke about further steps to intensify
our bilateral ties including in security, trade and
education. Also discussed deepening our practical
cooperation across the Indo-Pacific. Look forward

to continuing this at the Quad Foreign Ministers’
Meeting shortly," he said.Australia, India, Japan,
and the United States are members of the Quad.In
November 2017, the four nations gave shape to the

Ex-US Vice President Al
Gore endorses Kamala
Harris's bid for
presidency

Washington. Former US Vice President Al
Gore has endorsed Kamala Harris as the
Democratic Party's presidential candidate
for the high-stake election in November,
citing her long record of standing up against
oil and gas executives in support of the
middle-class and the climate. Vice President
Harris, 59, launched her presidential
campaign hours after incumbent President
Joe Biden withdrew from the race for a
second term on July 20.he is, however, yet
to be officially declared as the presidential
candidate by the Democrats.She will be up
against former president Donald Trump, the
Republican Party's presidential candidate
for the November 5 general elections.

“With so much at stake in this year’s election —
from strengthening democracy in the US
and abroad, to expanding opportunity for
the American people, to accelerating
climate action — I'm proud to endorse
Kamala Harris for President,” Al Gore said
in a statement on Sunday.“As a prosecutor,
Kamala Harris took on Big Oil companies —
and won. As Vice President, she cast the tie-
breaking vote to pass the most significant

long-pending proposal of setting up the Quad to
develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea
routes in the Indo-Pacific free of any influence.On
Sunday, Jaishankar held "wide-ranging" talks with
his American counterpart Antony Blinken against
the backdrop of an unease in India-US ties
following Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to
Russia three weeks back.Earlier in the day he also
unveiled a bust of Mahatma Gandhi at Freedom
Plaza in Edogawa, Tokyo.Jaishankar arrived in
Japan on Sunday from Laos for a two-day visit for
the Quad Foreign Ministers' meeting.

backing rival group in polls

oY

year, the Wall Street Journal reported
TikTok had tracked users who watched
LGBTQ content through a dashboard the
company said it had since deleted.

The new court documents represent the
government’s first major defence in a
consequential legal battle over the future
of the popular social media platform,
which is used by more than 170 million
Americans. Under a law signed by
President Joe Biden in April, the company
could face a ban in a few months if it

taking this unprecedented step while
hiding behind secret information. We
remain confident we will prevail in
court.In the redacted version of the court
documents, the Justice Department said
another tool triggered the suppression of
content based on the use of certain words.
Certain policies of the tool applied to
ByteDance users in China, where the
company operates a similar app called
Douyin that follows Beijing’s strict
censorship rules.

party for

the government’s arguments.The Justice
Department warned, in stark terms, of the
potential for what it called “covert content
manipulation” by the Chinese
government, saying the algorithm could
be designed to shape content that users
receive.“By directing ByteDance or
TikTok to covertly manipulate that
algorithm, China could for example
further its existing malign influence
operations and amplify its efforts to
undermine trust in our democracy and

South Africa's Zuma faces expulsion from

Johannesburg. The disciplinary committee
of South Africa's ruling ANC has decided to
expel former president Jacob Zuma for
leading a rival group into elections in May,
several media reported Sunday, citing a
leaked document.The decision, which has
not been formally announced, was taken
after disciplinary proceedings launched
against the still-popular ex-leader earlier
this month."The charged member is
expelled from the ANC," says the leaked
document, also seen by AFP, that is dated
July 29."The charged member has the right
to appeal to the National Disciplinary
Committee of appeal within 21 days."The
African National Congress suspended the

U‘

president in 2009, Zuma was forced
from office in 2018 under the cloud of
corruption allegations and was replaced
by long-term rival, President Cyril
Ramaphosa.The charismatic and
outspoken 82-year-old still carries
considerable political clout in South
Africa, even enjoying support within
some factions of the ANC.

Many believed his political career would
end when he was sentenced to 15
months in jail in June 2021 after
refusing to testify to a panel probing
financial corruption and cronyism
under his presidency.

His imprisonment triggered riots that

Several media
outlets, citing a
leaked
document
reported that
South Africa's
ruling ANC has
decided to

expel former

;EZ??E{;?SHI%ggl?ggtgnsglclﬁlgﬂztfgtﬁ?}g;}g president Zuma scandal-tainted ex-leader in January, a . a . sparked South Africa's worst episode of
of climate champion we need in the White for leadi month after he endorsed the newly formed = violence since the fall of apartheid,
House,” the former vice president said, or ieadaing a uMkhonto weSizwe (MK). score since it came to power three decades ago to leaving more than 350 dead.He spent
endprsing Harris.Earlier, four leading riva | qroup intO MK cut into the ANC's share of votes in the May 29 replace the apartheid government.Barring a  only two months behind bars and was released for
environmental groups also. announced their clections, taking third place with 14.5 percent.  successful appeal against the ruling, Zuma could  health reasons, after which Ramaphosa commuted
endorspment of Harris' White HO‘}SG bid. ) the May Zuma now leads the party, which has 58 lawmakers ~ have his ANC membership terminated, several his sentence. damning 2022 report concluded that

The environmental groups endorsing Harris 7 in the 400-seat National Assembly.The ANC  media reported. He joined the ANC via its youth ~ Zuma had played a central role in state corruption
include the League of Conservation Voters M managed 40 percent in the May vote -- its weakest  |eague as a teenager in 1959.Elected South African  during his nine-year tenure.

Action Fund, the Sierra Club, the NRDC
Action Fund, and Clean Energy for America
Action.“Vice President Harris has been at
the forefront of protecting our planet from
the climate crisis and creating good clean
energy jobs that will power our future and
grow our middle class. We are deeply
honoured to have the support of Vice
President Gore and these leading
environmental organisations in the fight to
protect our planet for our kids and
grandkids,” said 'Harris for President'
campaign manager Julie Chavez Rodriguez.

“Meanwhile, Donald Trump continues to sell
out our future to his friends in Big Oil in
exchange for campaign cash. Donald Trump
is trying to take us backwards and let oil and
gas executives write their own rules - Vice
President Harris won’t let that happen,”
Rodriguez said.Endorsing Harris, the four
leading environmental, clean energy, and
climate organisations said the Biden-Harris
administration has done far more to address
the climate crisis and environmental
injustice than any administration in
American history.

36 killed in armed clashes between two tribes in Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Peshawar.At least 36 people were killed and 162
others injured in armed clashes between two tribes
fighting over a piece of land in Pakistan's restive
tribal district in northwest, officials said on |
Sunday.fficials said that heavy clashes started five
days ago in Boshera village in Upper Kurram
district, which has witnessed deadly conflicts
among tribes and religious groups as well as
sectarian clashes and militant attacks in the past.he
Deputy Commissioner Kurram, Javedullah Mehsud,
said that the tribal clashes left 36 people dead and
162 others injured in the last five days in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Kurram district, bordering
Afghanistan.Officials with the help of tribal elders,
military leadership, police and district
administration have brokered a truce between Shia
and Sunni tribes in Boshera, Malikhel and Dandar
areas a short while ago, police said. However, firing
is still continuing in some other parts of the district.n official

trenches, which are now under the control of the
law enforcers.Clashes broke out between the
two tribes over a land dispute four days ago. The
clashes spread to other areas, including Peewar,
Tangi, Balishkhel, Khaar Kalay, Maqgbal, Kunj
Alizai, Para Chamkani and Karman.Locals
residents said rivals were using heavy and
sophisticated weapons, including mortar shells
and rocket launchers, against each other. They
said that mortar and rocket shells were also fired
on Parachinar and Sadda, the main cities in the
Kurram tribal district.There were at least four
waves of attacks in last night's gunbattle
resulting in more casualties," an official said.All
educational institutions and markets were closed,
while traffic on main roads remained suspended
during the day.Heavy contingents of police and
security forces have been deployed in the
affected areas, officials added.

said efforts were being made to reach a ceasefire in the
remaining areas too.The tribal fighters have vacated the
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France investigates death threats
sent to Israeli athletes

French police have opened an investigation
into death threats received by three Israeli
athletes at the Paris Olympic Games, the
Paris prosecutors' office said on Sunday.

Anti-cybercrime officers are also investigating
the release of athletes' personal data on social
networks on Friday and seeking to have it
removed, prosecutors said in a statement.

In a statement on Thursday, Israel's National
Cyber Directorate said that after an
investigation it had come to the conclusion
that Iranian hackers were creating social
media channels to publish personal
information about members of the Israeli
delegation and send them threatening
messages.On the same day, Israel's foreign
minister warned his French counterpart of a
potential Iranian-backed plot to target Israeli
athletes and tourists during the Paris
Olympic Games.

The Iranian mission to the United Nations said
in a statement on Thursday: "Terrorist acts
have no place in the principles of resistance
groups; lies and deceit cannot switch the
roles of the plaintiff and the accused."

Israeli athletes at the Games are being escorted
to and from events by elite tactical units and
given 24-hour protection throughout the
Olympics, officials say. Israel's internal
security service, Shin Bet, is helping with
security."Total support for the measures that
are being taken by the French authorities," an

Israeli diplomatic source said. "This sends an
important message to individuals and
organizations attempting to threaten
athletes," the source added.

If you want to grow the sport...":
Rahul Dravid defends US leg of
120 World Cup

NEW DELHI: In defence of the harshly
criticized US leg of last month's T20 World
Cup, former India head coach Rahul Dravid
said that "playing at odd hours" and
adjusting to "challenging" facilities were
essential "compromises” made in order to
bring cricket to a wider audience.

Dravid stated he was okay with the 10.30 a.m.
(local time) starts and the infrastructure used
for the games in New York, Florida, and
Texas given the enormous work needed in
organizing the tournament in the area,
according to PTL."Yes, in terms of facilities,
it's challenging. But if you want to grow the
sport and make it a global game, then you
have to be at events like this and make
compromises, even if it means playing at
odd hours in conditions that might not
necessarily be perfect," Dravid said in a
panel discussion on 'Cricket at the
Olympics: Dawn of a New Era', celebrating
the sport's inclusion in the 2028 Los Angeles
Games, here on Sunday.In the event that saw
the USA and the West Indies jointly host the
knockout matches, Dravid led India to their
first ICC title in eleven years. was thought
that the USA's first-ever hosting of a major
cricket tournament would serve as a
springboard for developing a following in
the area before the Olympics in Los Angeles.

However, all India matches were arranged
around 10.30am to accommodate the large
sub-continental audience. This decision was
met with some controversy, since it was
perceived that local Americans were being
overlooked.

I don't think starting at 10:30am was a problem
for me, honestly. We are in the entertainment
business, which caters to people who want to
watch the sport. [ had absolutely no problem
with it," Dravid said.

Rohit pulls off Suryakumar
Yadav-like heart-stopping catch

NEW DELHI. No one can forget Suryakumar
Yadav's heart-stopping catch in the pulsating
final against South Africa in Barbados, a
moment that turned the match in India's favor.
India went on to beat South Africa by seven
runs, clinching the coveted T20 World Cup
trophy.Following that thrilling T20 World
Cup final, several players have attempted to
emulate Suryakumar's brilliance. Recently,
Nepal's star cricketer Rohit Paudel gave a
glimpse of Suryakumar's breathtaking
catch.Rohit, currently playing for the Toronto
Nationals in the Global T20 Canada, was
standing at the boundary ropes. Junaid
Siddique bowled an outside off delivery to
Brampton Wolves' Akhil Kumar, who hit the
ball with sheer power.Rohit ran towards his
right at the boundary ropes, caught the ball,
released it just as he went over the boundary
ropes, and then came back in to complete an
astonishing catch.In fact, the social media
account of the Global T20 Canada praised
Rohit's efforts, writing: "A catch that would
make even Suryakumar proud."Suryakumar
received the Fielder Medal of the Match in the
T20 World Cup 2024 final after making a
stunning catch at long-off to remove David
Miller. Miller's dismissal helped India make a
comeback and secure the crucial win by seven
runs.Needing 16 runs from the final over,
South Africa had the big-hitting David Miller
on strike. He hit a wide full toss from Hardik
Pandya, but Suryakumar steadied himself on
the ropes, caught the ball, released it just as he
went over the boundary ropes, and then came
back in to complete an astonishing catch.

New Delhi. The Washington Freedom capped

| month to T20 World Cup triumph:
Suryakumar reflects on his last over catch

Suryakumar Yadav reflected on
his stunning and heart-stopping
catch at long-off during the last
over of the T20 World Cup 2024.
His catch of David Miller was
crucial in India lifting the T20
World Cup after 17 years.

New Delhi. Ithasbeen one month since Rohit

Sharma-led India won the T20 World Cup
2024. Many things changed within the
Indian cricket team during this period of
time. A dawn of a new era in Indian cricket
with Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli and
Ravindra Jadeja taking retirement from
T20Is. This wave of happiness would not
have spread across the country, had it not
been for Suryakumar Yadav's catch.
However, within this 30-day span, another

thing that changed was Suryakumar's
elevation from being a player to now the
captain of the T20I side.A month after his
T20 World Cup winning catch, Suryakumar
reflected on that moment. The official social
media handle of the BCCI posted a special
video, celebrating one month of India's
triumph at the T20 World Cup 2024. The

newly-appointed captain Suryakumar
revealed that he had always practised for
moments like these, but never imagined that
such kind of moment would come during the
last over ofa T20 World Cup final.

Suryakumar Yadav's long-off catch

"This will stay with me forever because I've
done those things in my practise sessions a

Steve Smith stars as Washington Freedom
beat San Francisco Unicorns to win MLC title

off a dominant season by clinching the
MLC 2024 title with a commanding
performance in the final at Grand Prairie
Stadium in Dallas with captain Steve Smith
leading from the front. Smith, who has been
in stunning form throughout the campaign,
scored 88 off just 52 balls as Freedom
posted 207 runs in 20 overs. Washington's
bowlers then overwhelmed their opponents,
securing a 96-run victory—the largest
margin by runs in the season—with Marco
Jansen and Rachin Ravindra each taking
three wickets.

The season's top two teams, Washington

Freedom and San Francisco Unicorns, had
split their previous encounters, with the
Unicorns chasing down a target of 177 in
just 14 overs in their earlier match. The stage
for the final's victory was set by Freedom's
captain, Smith, who scored a blistering 88,
bringing his season total to 336 runs at a
strike rate of 148.67. Smith had to shoulder
the burden of setting a formidable target, as
his usual opening partner, Travis Head, who
had scored five consecutive 50+ runs in
prior games, fell early. Head's innings ended
at just 10 runs when Pat Cummins delivered
a back-of-length ball that Head edged to

slip.Despite a slow start, scoring only 10
runs off his first 11 balls, Smith found his
rhythm, aided by Andries Gous, who struck
a pair of fours and a six off Cummins'
second over before being dismissed for a
quickfire 21 off 14 balls. Smith's steady
progress led to a 49-run PowerPlay. He
accelerated through the middle overs, using
the field's dimensions and the wind to his
advantage, hitting sixes off Carmi le Roux
in the ninth over.Smith reached his half-
century in 34 balls and continued to increase
the scoring rate. Glenn Maxwell's arrival
further boosted the scoring, as the two
Australians scored 28 runs in Juanoy
Drysdale's 13th over, with Smith hitting a
four and two sixes, bringing his total to five
sixes for the innings.Smith's innings ended
at 88 when Cummins bowled a short ball

that Smith mistimed, missing out on a
century. Maxwell, who scored 40 off 22
balls, was also dismissed, caught behind by
Josh Inglis. Despite Cummins' effective
death bowling, Mukhtar Ahmed and Obus
Pienaar managed to score 16 runs off a
Haris Rauf over, surpassing Washington's
previous highest score of the season, 206,
set against the Texas Super Kings 10 days
earlier.
Chasing a daunting 208, the Unicorns
stumbled early when Jake Fraser-McGurk
chopped a Marco Jansen delivery onto his
stumps. The situation worsened when
Jansen also dismissed the in-form Finn
Allen in a similar manner. Saurabh
Netravalkar then removed Sanjay
Krishnamurthi, who had been instrumental
in the Unicorns' successful chase against
Washington a week prior.

By the ninth over, the Unicorns were reeling at

56/6, and the outcome seemed inevitable.
Andrew Tye struck twice in his second over,
removing Josh Inglis and Corey Anderson,
effectively ending any hopes of a comeback.
Jansen returned to claim his third wicket,
while Ravindra finished the job by taking
three wickets, sealing a comprehensive win
for Washington Freedom.

What's in a name US tennis player Danielle
Collins getting Irish support at the Paris Olympics

PARIS. Red, white, and blue. And green.
American tennis player Danielle Collins isn’t

just getting support from her own country at
the Paris Olympics. Irish fans have adopted
her as one of their own, too.Collins started
to realize the extent of her new fanbase
when she was warming up before her first-
round victory over German opponent Laura
Siegemund at Roland Garros on Sunday.

“A group of people that were Irish, and

because of my last name, Collins, they
came out to support me even though I'm
American. Because my grandfather is Irish
they wanted to support me. How cool is
that?” Collins said.“And a couple times
when [ was in the (athletes) village, some of
the Irish came up to me and said, ’Oh my
goodness, Collins, that’s a very Irish last
name.' And we got to talking and I made
some new friends and got the Irish pin. So
that has been so cool because we don’t have
alot of Irish tennis players on tour."

The Irish also might have had a leading figure

in Ireland’s fight for independence in mind:
Michael Collins, who was portrayed in film

by Liam Neeson.Collins’ first name also
comes from her late Irish grandfather, who
was named Daniel Collins.She doesn’t quite
remember if it was her grandfather or her
great-grandfather who emigrated from
Ireland.“Maybe somebody on ancestor.com
can help me,” Collins said.The ninth-ranked
Collins, who is making her Olympic debut
in her last season on tour, advanced when

Siegemund retired because of a left ankle
injury. Collins was ahead 6-3, 2-0 at the
time of the withdrawal. She next plays
Caroline Wozniacki.The 30-year-old
Collins, an Australian Open finalist in
2022, underwent surgery in 2021 to treat
endometriosis. She has said she wants to
have a child — which is why she plans to
retire at the end of the year.She hadn’t
qualified for the Olympic team until this
year.“It’s even more special when you’re an
American getting the opportunity to do this
because you don’t get to be on the Olympic
team unless you’re like in the top 15 in the
world,” she said. “That really says a lot
about the level that we have."“It’s also
special because I’ve known these women
for so long," added Collins, who prepared
“goodie bags” for her teammates. "I’ve
known Jess (Jessica Pegula) since we were
young teenagers. I’ve known Des (her
doubles partner Desirae Krawczyk) since
we were about 10 years old, playing the
national tournaments together because
we’re the same age.

New Delhi.

lot. But I didn't think that it will come at that
moment, World Cup final and that situation.
I'm very grateful for that to be doing
something special on a special occasion. But
yeah, as you said that will remain with me
forever. It won't be a one-month challenge or
a one-year challenge. I think it will be for a
lifetime," Suryakumar said in the
video.Suryakumar took arguably the catch of
the tournament in the final of the T20 World
Cup 2024 as he dismissed David Miller in the
final over of the match on Saturday, June 29
at Kensington Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados.
Notably, Miller stood as the last hope of
South Africa as they needed 16 runs to win
off the last over.However, the southpaw
ended up hitting a full toss from Hardik
Pandya on the first ball of the over, which
went miles in the air and went straight down
to the throat of Suryakumar Yadav at long
off. The India star showed great presence of
mind as he managed to grab hold of the ball
inside the boundary and quickly got rid of it
as he stepped over. Suryakumar finally
managed to complete the catch after coming
inside the boundary and ended up turning the
gamein India's favour.

Heard dressing room
conversations: Rahul Dravid on
inclusion of cricket in Olympics

Former India head coach Rahul
Dravid strongly supported the decision to
introduce cricket in the Olympics. He also
revealed that there has been a sense of
excitement among the Indian players about
participating in the Olympic Games. Dravid
was invited as a guest panellist in the
discussion themed 'Cricket at the Olympics:
Dawn of a new era. The event was to
commemorate the groundbreaking decision
to include cricket in the 2028 Los Angeles
Games, marking a significant milestone for
the sport and its enthusiasts worldwide."I've
already heard a few conversations in the
dressing room. People are talking about the
2026 T20 World Cup, there is an ODI World
Cup in 2027, and you hear people saying
there is the Olympics in 2028," Dravid said as
quoted by PTI during the discussion.

"Excitement among players for Olympics"
Dravid revealed that there have been

discussions about Olympic participation
within the Indian team's dressing room and
that the cricketers have been looking forward
to clinch Olympic glory and interacting with
athletes worldwide."People are going to want
to win that gold medal, stand on the podium,
and be a part of the Games Village, a great
sporting event, and interact with so many
athletes."As you get closer, I have no doubt
that teams will be preparing and checking out
facilities. They will take this seriously, and
players will fight tooth and nail to be out

there," he added."You grow up watching the
Olympics, seeing Carl Lewis winning the
gold medal, watching the great athletes
perform. You always want to be part of great
events like this. The environment, the energy
it'sadream come true."

Cricketin LA Olympics 2028
Dravid hoped that India would win both the

men's and women's gold medals at the LA
Games."The dream for me to have a fantastic
cricket tournament, hopefully Indian men
and women winning the gold which would be
nice.But more than that, I wish for everyone
here... So many Indian fans would be able to
come there to LA and support cricket, and
show the rest of the world how big and great a
sport cricket is," he said."Unfortunately, I
won't be able to play, but I will make every
effortto be in LA in some capacity or another.

Paris Olympics 2024 Nadal vs Djokovic:
When and where to watch eplc battle live

Al eyes will firmly be on the

Court Philippe-Chatrier on
Monday, July 29 as Rafael Nadal
and Novak Djokovic will renew
their rivalry at the Paris Olympics
2024.

New Delhi. All eyes of the tennis world will be

firmly on the epic battle of the former World
No.1s as Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal
will lock horns in the second round of the
men's singles at the Paris Olympics 2024.

This upcoming match will be the first

two, and could be another classic.

encounter between Novak Djokovic and
Rafael Nadal since their 2022 Roland
Garros quarter-final clash on the same
court, where Nadal secured a victory in
four sets. Currently, Djokovic holds a
narrow lead in their storied rivalry, with a
30-29 head-to-head record.Previously, the
two tennis icons faced each other in the
semi-finals of the Beijing Olympics,
where Nadal won in three sets and went on
to claim the gold medal. Djokovic finished
the tournament with the bronze medal.
When it comes to clay courts, where they
will be playing on Monday, Nadal has the
upper hand over Djokovic with a margin of
20-8.

Since the draw was made, this was the match hat Nadal and Djokovic said about their

that everyone was waiting for given the
storied rivalry between Djokovic and Nadal.
This will be the 60th meeting between the

upcoming clash?

Nadal had said that Djokovic would be the

clear favourite heading into the clash on

Monday, despite holding the edge over the
Serbian at Roland Garros.Situations are
completely different for him, for me. He's
being very competitive. I was not being very Where can we watch the Nadal vs Djokovic

competitive for the last two years, so in that

“Nadal is always my biggest rival,”
Djokovic said. “As long as Nadal
is playing, as long as I’'m playing,
Nadal is always my biggest rival
regardless of the rankings or
what’s going on on the tour just
because of the history of our
rivalry.”

When will the Nadal vs Djokovic

- match take place?
-

he clash between Nadal and
Djokovic will take place second on
the Court Philippe-Chatrier not
before 1:30 PM local time. This
will be 5 pm IST and the match will follow
the tie between Iga Swiatek and Diane Perry.

match?

case, I think probably he is the clear The clash between Nadal and Djokovic can be

favourlte " said Nadal.

Djokovic claimed that Nadal has always

been his biggest rival in his career.

watched live on Sports 18 1, Sports 18 2
channels and will be live-streamed on
JioCinema app and website.
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Urvashi
Rautela

S Reacts to Her 'Leaked'
Bathroom Video That Went
Viral: ' Was Upset...

Urvashi Rautela opened up about her ‘leaked” bathroom

video. The actress confessed that the video was from her
upcoming film, Ghuspaithiye. Although it was from her
film, she admitted she was upset that the video was ‘leaked’
online.”The day the clip went out, obviously I was upset
for that period of time. Of course it’s not my personal life,
it’s not my personal clip, it’'s part of a movie,
Ghuspaithiye,” she told Instant Bollywood.

BIOSCOPE

Katrina Kaif Captures Vicky
Kaushal Lounging On The
Couch With A Soft Toy: 'Lazy
Sunday Aur Wife Ke...

L

icky Kaushal and Katrina Kaif are one of B-Town’s
most adorable couples, often sharing their love on
social media. The couple spent their Sunday
together, now that Katrina Kaif is back from
Austria, where she was rejuvenating. On Sunday
evening, Vicky shared a picture of himself
lounging on the couch, clutching a soft toy and
flashing a big smile. He wore a grey tee in the
photo. What stood out, apart from Vicky’s smile,
was his sweet caption for Katrina. It seems Katrina
channelled her inner photographer and took the
picture.Vicky captioned the photo, “Lazy Sunday
and wife ke andar ka photographer jaag gaya!”

Recently, Vicky Kaushal was asked during media
interaction if he would work with wife Katrina Kaif
and his answer is garnering everyone’s attention.
Replying to the question, Vicky said, I hope that
Katrina and I will be seen in a film soon. We are also
looking for such a story, but we do not want to do a

=

For the unversed, a few days ago, a video of Urvashi was film that is made just by taking us together. Our
widely shared online. While netizens debate whether the pairing should be according to the demand of the
leak was a breach of privacy or a PR stunt, Urvashi’s phone story, only then will it be fun. We are waiting and
call recording with her manager has also leaked online.In the we are not inany hurry for this.”
recording, Vickey will next be seen in the upcoming historical

Urvashi can be
heard asking
~ her manager,

“Have you seen
the video? I just
don’t understand
ki how are these
things going out.
Ineedtogetona
call with them
immediately.”

drama film Chhava. The film is directed by
Laxman Utekar and produced by Dinesh Vijan of
Maddock Films, with music composed by A. R.
Rahman. The film stars Vicky Kaushal as Maratha
emperor Sambhaji, son of Shivaji. Rashmika
Mandanna, Akshaye Khanna, Ashutosh Rana and
Divya Dutta play supporting roles. The film is
scheduled to release on December 6.0n the other
hand, Katrina was last seen in the mystery thriller
film Merry Christmas. It was directed by Sriram
Raghavan and starring Katrina Kaif and Vijay

Her manager

assured her that he

_ was trying to get the

.~ video taken down from

social media. He said that

while he understands that “it’s a

sad stuation”, they should talk in

person and avoid talking on

call.Meanwhile, Ghuspaithiye is set to

release on August 9. Urvashi stars in the

film with Akshay Oberoi. The film is
directed by Susi Ganeshan.

Shehnaaz Gill

Shares About Paranormal Encounter

In Miami: 'There Was A Ghost...

Actress and social media sensation Shehnaaz Gill, currently on tour in the US, recently shared an eerie
experience during her stay in Miami. Shehnaaz claimed she “felt a ghost” in her room and sensed “negative
energies’” around her. On Sunday, she shared a vlog on YouTube, capturing her adventures as she explored
the streets of Miami with her brother Shehbaz and other family members.The vlog captures Shehnaaz
Gill visiting a makeup store and stopping by a restaurant to enjoy some carrot juice. During a briefwalk,
Shehnaaz asked her cousin to recount the previous night’s events. Her cousin replied, “There was a
ghostin the room.”

Shehnaaz elaborated, “Guys, we experienced something. There were some negative energies in
our room. She will explain it better and then share what Shehbaz did.”Her cousin explained
how they all went to sleep in the early hours but were awakened by a strange sound.
Shehnaaz added that Shehbaz was
so scared he refused to enter the
room until everyone else was
there, saying, “How will I save
you if I am not safe?” The vlog
continued with Shehnaaz
spending time on the beach and
meeting some fans.Shehnaaz
began her career in the |J
glamour world as a model,
i featuring in the 2015 music |
video ‘Shiv Di Kitaab’. She
made her Punjabi cinema
debut in 2017 with *Sat Shri Akaal England’. Her life took a significant turn in 2019
when she participated in the controversial reality show ‘Bigg Boss 137, hosted by
Salman Khan, The actress gained a massive fanbase after finishing third in the show,
which was won by the late actor Sidharth Shukla. Shehnaaz has also appeared in
films such as ‘Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan’ and *Thank You for Coming’.Shehnaaz is
gearing up for her next project Sab First Class along with Varun Sharma. Helmed

by Balwinder Singh Janjua, the film will be an out-and-out family entertainer. On
January 20 this year, Shehnaaz officially announced the film by sharing an
Instagram post. “2024 begins (@fukravarun (@balwindersinghjanjua
@muradkhetani @cinelstudios (@officialjiostudios @movietunnelproductions.”

she wrote.

S e |

Urvashi was also in the news after she was hospitalised. Urvashi was hospitalised in
Hyderabad earlier this month. As reported by Free Press Journal, the actress was
recently working on Nandamuri Balakrishna’s upcoming Telugu film NBK 109 in
Hyderabad when she suffered an injury while shooting an action sequence.Urvashi’s
team confirmed the news of her hospitalisation and revealed that she suffered a
‘terrible’ fracture. It further mentioned that even though the actress is currently in
pain, she is receiving the best of all treatments.

Sethupathi as the main lead. The film was produced
jointly by Ramesh Taurani, Jaya Taurani, Sanjay
Routray and Kewal Garg under Tips Films and
Matchbox Pictures.

Sonakshi Sinha Walks The Ramp
First Time After Wedding; Exudes

Elegance In A Thih-ngh St Gown

el

Sonakshi Sinha is making heads turn and how. She

made a stunning return to the ramp as the
showstopper for designer Dolly I's collection at
India Couture Week in Delhi on Saturday. This
marks her first runway appearance since tying the
knot with actor Zaheer Igbal. A paparazzo captured
the moment on video and shared it on Instagram,
which showcased Sonakshi’s confident stride and
radiant presence on the catwalk.Sonakshi looked all
things beautiful in a sequin thigh-high slit gown. She
flashed her million-dollar smile, left her wavy locks
open and was a complete vision to behold on the
ramp. She styled her shimmery blush pink gown
with a cape and heels.

Post the event, Sonakshi also opened up about her

wedding with Zaheer. In an interview with ANI she
shared, "I genuinely feel the simpler bride is going to
be back. I honestly had the freedom to enjoy my
wedding so much because I was so comfortable. And
I was able to breathe and move around. And I didn’t
stress myself out. So I think a simpler but beautiful
bride, that’s going to be a forthcoming trend for
sure.”She further added. about how she chose her
wedding outfit, she said, “It took five minutes for
both of us to choose outfits. [ was very clear in my
head that [ wanted to wear a red saree. And I was very
clear in my head that for my actual signing and the
wedding, I wanted to wear my mother’s saree and
her jewellery, which is exactly what I did. So it was
all in my head. And we just brought it to life on that
day. We’re very not so fussy people.”Sonakshi Sinha
and Zaheer Igbal got married on June 23 in the
presence of their loved ones at their residence in
Mumbai. Their first post-wedding update featured
beautiful photos from their civil ceremony, with a
heartfelt caption revealing that they first committed
to each other seven years ago. The caption read,
“Today, that love has guided us through all the
challenges and triumphs, leading up to this moment.
With the blessings of both our families and both our
gods, we are now man and wife. Here’s to love,
hope, and all things beautiful with each other, from
now until forever,” ??

Following their intimate ceremony. the couple hosted

a grand reception in Mumbai, attended by industry
stars, including Salman Khan. Since their marriage
last month, Sonakshi and Zaheer have been enjoying
theirnewlywed life to the fullest.
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