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India, Pakistan must
work out ways to
revive trade ties

NEARLY 77 years after Independence, diplomatic,
political, and economic relations between India
and Pakistan remain marred by enmity and
hatred. They have fought two low-intensity wars
(the Kashmir conflict in 1947-48 and the 1999
Kargil War) and two full-fledged ones (in 1965
and 1971). However, the contentious issues of
Kashmir and cross-border terrorism remain
unresolved. While political leaders from both
nations have occasionally attempted to find
mutually acceptable solutions, rational efforts
have repeatedly been thwarted by irrational
barriers. This cyclical pattern resembles a game
of snakes and ladders, where progress is often
undone by setbacks.

With the installation of new governments in India
and Pakistan, there is a renewed glimmer of hope.
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
former premier Nawaz Sharif congratulated
Narendra Modi last month when he took oath as
the PM for the third time. Shehbaz emphasised
that peace in the region was unattainable unless
the Kashmir dispute was resolved. And Nawaz
called for replacing hate with hope and seizing the
opportunity to shape the destiny of two billion
people in South Asia. PM Modi reminded them
that the people of India had always stood for
peace, security and progressive ideas. However,
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar reiterated
that terrorism could not be a policy of a good
neighbour and, hence, itneeded to be curbed.
While India insists on halting cross-border
terrorism first, Pakistan demands that the
Kashmir issue be addressed on priority. Both
countries, however, understand that resolving
these vexed issues requires mature and sustained
politico-diplomatic dialogue, which, as yet, is not
coming from either side. Sharat Sabharwal, a
former High Commissioner to Pakistan, suggests
managing the relationship at the lowest possible
levels of violence and volatility, combining
dialogue with deterrence, and nudging Pakistan in
the right direction. He suggests that converting
the LoC (Line of Control) into an international
border could be a feasible non-military solution to
the Kashmir issue.The prolonged delay in
reaching a mutually acceptable and mature
solution has complicated the issues further, with
new factors — such as China’s involvement —
adding to the complexity. Both countries have
incurred significant financial and human losses
because of their acrimonious relations. It has
impacted crucial development issues — such as
education, health and poverty eradication —
especially in Pakistan, which is currently facing a
severe economic crisis. India had granted the
most favoured nation (MFN) status to Pakistan in
1996 for trade purposes under the World Trade
Organisation. But Pakistan did not reciprocate.
This needs to be reviewed. Further, India revoked
Pakistan’s MFN status following the 2019
Pulwama attack. India should restore the
neighbour’s MFN status, and Pakistan should
return the favour.Notably, there is huge potential
for India-Pakistan trade. According to a World
Bank study, it can reach $37 billion. If the
potential is fully exploited, it would also have a
positive impact on trade through the integrated
check-post (ICP) at Attari. The strained relations,
however, have blocked India’s access to Central
Asia and beyond and hindered SAARC (South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation). Of
late, India has strengthened its ties with Iran and
signed a 10-year agreement for the management
and development of the Chabahar port, which
provides access to Central Asia, including
Afghanistan, bypassing Pakistan. The proposed
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEEC) is also aimed at bypassing Pakistan and
Afghanistan. While this would benefit Indian
states near major ports, it is less advantageous for
border and landlocked states like Punjab.
Paradoxically.

WITH octogenarian Joe Biden exiting the US

presidential contest because of age-related frailties,

the tables have been turned on septuagenarian

Donald Trump, the Republican candidate in the

November election. Trump had not criticised Biden as

being too old for the presidency — not in this

campaign cycle nor in the one four years ago —
despite calling him ‘Sleepy Joe’ and implying that he
was not all there at the only debate this year between
the two men. Trump, 78, knows he is vulnerable on
the issue of his age. He is only three years junior to

Biden. Old age had dogged Biden even during the

2020 election season because he has been chronically

prone to gaffes and suffered from stutter as a child,

which he overcame. Not many people have thought
of Trump as a septuagenarian because he has talked in
videos, leaked during his 2020 campaign, of groping
women. And, strippers have given graphic accounts
of sex with the real estate mogul who became

President. The popular image of Trump is that of a

man full of libido, notwithstanding his age.

Both Trump’s approaching 80s and his convicted
felonies and sexual escapades will be the stuff of an
unfurling Democratic campaign. It will show the
prowess of Kamala Harris as a former prosecutor
when she is on the stump. Harris, who is Biden’s
presumptive replacement as the Democratic Party’s
candidate, is not yet 60 and can legitimately argue
that Trump will soon be too old to govern if he is
elected President. After all, her party replaced its
candidate entirely on that ground. A majority of the
Americans agreed with that decision, polls showed.

Growing old is an inevitable fact of life, but everyone

recognises this handicap, except the aged Heads of

State or Government themselves. Partly, this is
because these leaders tend to be in a bubble,

THERE is a sense of desperation about the action taken
by authorities following the shocking death of three
students, who drowned in the flooded basement of a .
coaching centre in Delhi’s Old Rajinder Nagar on
Saturday. The Municipal Corporation of Delhi has
terminated the services of a junior engineer and
suspended an assistant engineer, besides carrying out
an anti-encroachment drive and sealing the premises
of several illegal coaching centres in the
area.Ironically, it was just six months ago that the |
Union Ministry of Education had come up with a set
of guidelines for the regulation of coaching centres
across the country. The guidelines encompass key
aspects, including infrastructure prerequisites, such
as fire safety codes, building safety codes and other
standards. Are various states and UTs taking these
norms seriously? As per 2022 estimates, the coaching
industry in India is a huge money-spinner — it is ™
worth Rs 58,000 crore and projected to reach Rs 1.3
lakh crore by 2028. It is not uncommon for operators

Agnipath has much scope for improvement

It may be a good idea to extend the Agniveer’s tenure from four to seven years

overboard on Friday while speaking at the Kargil
Vijay Diwas event in Drass. He accused the
Opposition of politicising the Agnipath issue. The
goal of the scheme, he said, was to make the Army
young... and to keep it continuously fit for war.

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi may have gone There has been a problem with Agnipath from the

outset. Because of politics, and both sides have
played it, the main question often is: What (more)
can we do for the Agniveer? But we do not quite
have the answer to the other question: what can or
should the Agniveer be doing do for the Army?

“Unfortunately,” he added, “some people have The primary argument is that Agnipath will lower the

made such a sensitive issue related to national
security a subject of politics.”He had

some more strong words to say, and

whether the occasion was

appropriate for them is a question.

Ideally, the Opposition and the Prime

Minister should have shared a

common platform for the solemn .
observance. But that would perhaps |
be asking for too much.There is no -

doubt that in the past 10 years a great

deal has been done for reforming the

military. The appointment of the

Chief of Defence Staff and the 04
creation of the Department of

Military Affairs, the reformed i

Defence Acquisition Policy has been
another, the forced indigenisation of
the defence industry as well as the
opening up of defence industry to the
private sector and providing it 25 per
cent of the defence R&D funds.Butin
its own way, the most ambitious is
Agnipath. Under this scheme, an Agniveer is
recruited between the ages of 17 and 21, s/he serves
for four years and thereafter will leave with a
severance package; 25 per cent of these ‘retirees’
would be offered re-enlistment for a further period
of 15 years and more, and presumably be entitled to
a pension. As for the bulk of the Agniveers, 75 per
cent of them would have options of various
government jobs where they would be entitled to
preferential recruitment.

Controversy arose over the scheme when, in late

2023, former Army Chief Gen MM Naravane said
in his yet to be published memoir that the scheme
was a “bolt out of the blue for the Navy and the IAF”
and that he had proposed a four-year term only for
the Army, and that too with retaining 75 per cent
personnel and letting go 25 per cent. But the
Ministry of Defence (MoD) reversed this to
releasing 75 per cent and retaining only 25 per cent.

average age of the Army. A government affidavit
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claimed that India had the highest average age, 32,
for below officer rank personnel as against a
worldwide average of 26. But the recruitment age in
the Army has always been in the 16.5-21 age group
for decades. By releasing 75 per cent and infusing a
new lot of personnel every cycle, the scheme
expects to lower the age of the military. But as we
noted, what will it get in return?There are certain
realities of Indian recruits. When young men or
women were recruited earlier, they were often
underweight and undernourished and came from a
diversity of backgrounds. Nine months of basic
training just brought them to scratch in terms of
physique and discipline, and thereafter there was
need for professional training as an infantryman of
more technical jobs as a handler of tanks, artillery,
air defence systems. This could require anywhere
up to another year for just proficiency.

Now, the Agniveer is inducted into the Army with just

A tragedy in Delhi

to make compromises to cut down costs. In the Rajya

When aged leaders fail to see age as a handicap

These leaders tend to be in a bubble, surrounded by loyalists and sycophants who will never tell them truths about the seriousness of their cognitive decline.

surrounded by loyalists — with the usual
sprinkling of sycophants — who will never
tell their bosses uncomfortable truths about

the seriousness of their cognitive
decline.Biden’s is the most recent and widely
publicised example. But there have been
many before him. In India, then External
Affairs Minister SM Krishna read the
Portuguese Foreign Minister’s speech at the
United Nations Security Council in 2011. He
was as old as Trump when he made the faux |
pas. Indian officials did not blame the gaffe
on Krishna’s reflexes or his agility. They said
the UN staff routinely placed an English
translation of a Portuguese minister’s speech
on top of Krishna’s papers after the former
had spoken immediately before it was India’s turn.
Pakistanis at the UN made the most of this mistake.In
2013, LK Advani, then 86, had to be persuaded to not
press his claim all the way to be the BJP’s prime-
ministerial candidate and make way for the
incumbent, Narendra Modi.Dinesh Singh became
External Affairs Minister when he was only 68 in
1993. Tragically, he suffered a stroke shortly after his
appointment, but the then Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao did not relieve him of the very
demanding portfolio that involved frequent travel.
Singh could not even go to his office in South Block
and files had to be sent to his home, where he was
mostly bedridden. Delhi’s grapevine was rife with
speculation at that time about astrologers advising
Rao that Singh’s presence in the Union Cabinet was
auspicious. The last straw was Singh’s insistence in
March 1994 that he would travel to Tehran as Rao’s
Special Envoy to deliver a message from the Prime
Minister to Iran’s then President, Ali Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani. The mission was critical. India was

L]

seeking Iran’s intervention at the UN Human Rights
Commission to prevent a resolution on Kashmir
being passed at the commission’s annual session in
Geneva. Shortly after he came back from Tehran, Rao
made Pranab Mukherjee External Affairs Minister
because Singh simply could not discharge his duties.
But Rao retained Singh as minister without portfolio
until his death in November 1995.

first interviewed Mahathir Mohamad in 1988 in
Dubai. By then, he had served seven years as
Malaysia’s fourth Prime Minister and was full of
promise as an emerging leader of developing
countries and as a moderate voice in the Islamic
world. Maverick leaders like Libya’s Muammar
Gaddafi and unpredictable dictators like Iraq’s
Saddam Hussein were the flavours in the
Organisation of Islamic Conference — as it was then
known — and in the Arab League. Mahathir’s time as
Prime Minister spanned a total of 24 years,
Malaysia’s longest. When he gave up office in 2003,
he was already 78 years old. His dramatic return as

six months of training. Given the rural background,
levels of education and the age of induction, it is
unlikely that an Agniveer comes in with any
saleable skills. In better-off countries, a recruit
would come in with a skill like driving, but in India
that alone could take three months.

Former Admiral Arun Prakash has noted that while

Agnipath may be useful for the Army, where
infantry personnel are not too much

] ‘“‘ into technology, it would be a

_  major problem for the Air Force

and the Navy, where “at least 5-6

years are required before a new

entrant can acquire enough hands-

on experience to be entrusted with

1 the operation or maintenance of

/ lethal weapons systems and
complex machinery and
electronics”.

The government has denied that the
Agnipath scheme was motivated
by anything else other than the
need for a younger profile of the
military. In retrospect, the
government needs to be upfront on
the fact that it was indeed
motivated by the public finance
aspects of the scheme which will,
however, kick in only after a
decade. The pension bill which,

according to the latest budget consumed Rs 1.41
lakh crore or 22.7 per cent of the defence budget is a
millstone around the military’s neck.Given the calls
in the past for a younger force, we need not throw
the baby out with the bathwater. Instead of ending
the scheme, the government needs to modify it to
overcome shortcomings such as that of training and
skill development. It may be a good idea to extend
the Agniveer’s tenure from four to seven years, an
idea that has been around for some time. This will
ensure enough time for training and also providing
effective contribution to the service. The Agniveers
will be between 24 and 28 years when released,
which is ideal for the many opportunities that are
opening up, somewhat belatedly, for them.

And remember, of course, that the 550-odd who died

in the Kargil War in 1999 were trained, hardened
and dedicated soldiers, not Agniveers. That kind of
test still awaits the scheme.

Sabha, Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar said
coaching centres had become no less than gas
chambers. The AAP government in Delhi is
accusing the Centre-nominated L-G of turning a
blind eye to the city’s mess and the BJP is
returning the compliment. Perhaps, then, it’s
time to ask the “What if” question. What if these
children were your own, or those of an influential
politician? Would the inquiry have unfolded
differently and different lessons be learnt?

' The thought of how these three young people —
Shreya Yadav from UP, Tanya Soni from
Telangana and Nevin Dalvin from Kerala —
could drown in the heart of a congested city is
horrifying. But if we want to give ourselves the
chance of redeeming ourselves — and the
memories of these three people — then a political
will must be forged to ensure that the guilty are
punished. Let a national cleansing take place. Let
itbegin from Delhi.

Prime Minister 15 years later, when he was
93, is stuff of political legends.In 1988,
Mabhathir talked about his part-Indian
ancestry on the condition that I will not
publish it. He was then vigorously
implementing the electorally rewarding
‘Bumiputera’ policy which gave preference
to the Malays over the Chinese and Indians in
Malaysia’s multi-racial society. His Indian
ancestry became less of a secret after he quit
his first term as Prime Minister. The
nonagenarian’s return as Head of
Government was hard fought. He had to
resign from his political organisation and
form a new party, whose Malay name
translates as the Malaysian United
Indigenous Party. It created a coalition, which swept
to power, defeating the party which had ruled
Malaysia since the country’s formation in 1963.
Sadly, Mahathir damaged his legacy by clinging to
the PM’s chair even at the age of 95 although he had
promised to be an interim leader. The Malaysian
people defeated Mahathir in the General Election two
years ago. He lost his deposit from the Langkawi
constituency.

Habib Bourguiba was a leader lionised by the Tunisian

people for leading his country to independence.
Tunisia is a remarkable country where the Arab
Spring began in 2010. Unfortunately, Bourguiba, too,
did not know when to retire. At the age of 84, as
President, he forgot that he had signed a decree
expanding his Cabinet and appointed the head of a
state-run newspaper, only to fire him in 24 hours. He
recalled an Ambassador a few days after the envoy
presented his credentials. Bourguiba’s peaceful
ouster created the term ‘medical coup d’état’ after his
doctors declared him unfit to be President.
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ITR filing deadline ends
today. Will tax department
extend last date

New Delhi The deadline to file Income Tax Return (ITR)
for AY2024-25 ends today and there has been no formal
announcement from the Income Tax Department (I-T
Department) regarding an extension of the deadline.

Several citizens and tax professionals have pointed out
several glitches on the tax filing portal as a reason for
seeking an extension.Despite the repeated appeals, the
I-T Department has urged taxpayers to complete the
process by July 31, indicating that there won't be a
deadline extension beyond the last date.Moreover, the
tax department has also said that more than 6.5 crore
ITRs have been filed till July 30, which marks an
increase of over 7.5% more compared to the same
period last year.“The number of ITRs filed per day has
exceeded over 45 lakhs on 30 July and is expected to rise
exponentially on 31st July which is the due date for
many taxpayers. The 6.5 crore milestone, which has
been reached on 30 July this year, was achieved on 31
July last year,” said the I-T Department.

For taxpayers facing technical difficulty, the I-T
Department has said they can reach out to its toll free
helpdesk numbers (1800 103 0025 or 1800419 0025) or
Efilingwebmanager@incometax.gov.in.

Should I-T Department extend July 31 deadline?

Ritika Nayyar, Partner at Singhania & Co, believes an
extension is unlikely, citing the many ITRs already filed
and the department's frequent reminders.

Sensex, Nifty gain after
opening flat; Asian Paints
rises 2.5%

New Delhi. Benchmark stock market indices gained after
opening flat on Wednesday even as profit booking
continued on Dalal Street. The S&P BSE Sensex was up
205.79 points at 81 ,661.19 at 10:10 am, while the NSE
Nifty50 rose 69.05 points to trade at 24,926.35.All the
other broader market indices were also trading in
positive territory.High-weightage sectoral indices such
as Nifty Bank, Nifty Financial Services and Nifty IT
were among the gains in early trade, while Nifty Realty
declined.The top five gainers on the Nifty50 were Asian
Paints, NTPC, Hindalco, JSW Steel and Tech
Mahindra.On the other hand, the top losers were Tata
Consumer Products, Power Grid, Axis Bank, Tata
Motors and IndusInd Bank.Moreover, market experts
said Sebi’s proposal to curb speculation in index
derivatives will lead to a more stable rally in the
markets.Dr. V' K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial Services, said, “Sebi’s
crackdown on F&O trade is eminently desirable and can
go a long way towards making the ongoing rally healthy
and less speculative.”“The irrational exuberance of the
retail investors, particularly the newbies who entered
market after the Covid crash, will do more harm than
good to the overall market in the long run. Therefore,
these regulatory measures are to be welcomed,” he
added.Vijayakumar highlighted that global cues are
likely to be supportive on expectations of a rate cut from
the US Federal Reserve in September. “The Fed
commentary expected tonight is likely to indicate the
possibility of rate cut in September,” he said.

Lastly, he added that it is time for investors to take a
“long-term call” on the market and moderate their
expectations to realistic levels.““At this juncture in the
market safety is important. Chasing super normal
returns from the broader market would be a risky
game,” Vijayakumar said.

Nitin Gadkari seeks removal
of GST on life, medical
insurance premium: Report

New Delhi. Union Minister of Road Transport, and
Highways Nitin Gadkari has called for the elimination
of the 18% Goods and Services Tax (GST) on life and
medical insurance premiums.In a letter dated July 28 to
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Gadkari argued
that taxing these premiums equates to taxing life's
uncertainties and hinders the growth of the insurance
sector."You are requested to consider the suggestion of
withdrawal of GST on life and medical insurance
premium on priority as it becomes cumbersome for the
senior citizens," Gadkari wrote.Currently, both life and
medical insurance premiums are subject to an 18%
GST."Similarly, the 18% GST on medical insurance
premium is proving to be a deterrent for the growth of
this segment of business which is socially necessary,"
he added.Gadkari's letter was a response to a
memorandum from the Nagpur Divisional Life
Insurance Corporation Employees Union, which
highlighted the industry's challenges.

Representing Nagpur in the Lok Sabha, Gadkari
expressed the union's concerns, stating, "Levying GST
on life insurance premium amounts to levying tax on
the uncertainties of life. The Union feels that the person
who covers the risk of life’s uncertainties to give some
protection to the family should not be levied tax on the
premium to purchase cover against this risk."Gadkari
pointed out that the union also noted "differential
treatment of savings by way of life insurance,
reintroduction of income tax deduction for health
insurance premiums and consolidation of public sector
general insurance companies”.The GST Council,
which is responsible for tax-related decisions, is
scheduled to meet in August, with its last meeting held
onJune 22.

NEW DELHI. Revenue Secretary

\edanta secures 75% creditor
approval for maJor demerger plan

R W,

The demerger will create six
distinct companies, allowing
shareholders to receive one
share in each new entity per
existing Vedanta share.

NEW DELHI. Anil Agarwal-led Vedanta

Limited has received approval from 75%
of'its secured creditors to proceed with its
proposed demerger. With creditors’
approval, Vedanta can now seek
clearance from stock exchanges and file
its demerger scheme with the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).

The company, in September 2023, planned

to demerge into six independent entities:
Vedanta Aluminium, Vedanta Oil & Gas,
Vedanta Power, Vedanta Steel and
Ferrous Materials, Vedanta Base Metals,
and aresidual Vedanta Limited.
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The demerger aims to simplify Vedanta’s
corporate structure by creating
standalone businesses, offering global
investors direct access to pure-play

S

“The demerger will create six strong

companies, each a Vedanta in its own
right, unlocking massive value. While
each entity will chart its own course, they

entrepreneurlal spirit, and global
leadership,” said Agarwal during the
annual general meeting.

The demerger is planned to be a simple
vertical split for every 1 share of Vedanta
Limited, the shareholders will
additionally receive 1 share of each of the
5 newly listed companies.The company
said Vedanta has a track record of giving
strong returns to its shareholders. Till
June 2024, Vedanta’s total shareholder
return over 5-years stood at 276%, while
the 5-years average accumulated
dividend yield at 65%, delivering
significant value for shareholders.

Vedanta recently announced the closure of
its QIP, through which it raised the entire
Rs 8,500 crore for which it had secured
approval from the board and the
shareholders.Creating separate entities

Demerger aims to simplify Vedanta’s
corporate structure by creating
standalone businesses, offering global
investors direct access to pure-play
companies

companies tied to India’s growth story.

Revenue secretary Sanjay Malhotra ru

will adhere to Vedanta’s core values,

€S

out LTCG Tax changes in near future

Sanjay Malhotra confirmed on
Tuesday that there will be no
changes to the long-term capital
gains (LTCG) tax rates in the
medium term, reported The
Economic Times.Speaking at a
post-budget session at the PHD
House of Commerce and Industry,
Malhotra said that the LTCG tax
rates will remain stable at their
current levels.Malhotra explained
that the government had reviewed 1.05
million tax returns for the fiscal year
2023-24, which included capital gains
from land and buildings.He said that
the effective LTCG tax rate on real
estate was 11.54% in 2022-23.
Although the recent budget removed
indexation benefits for LTCG on
properties, it reduced the tax rate from
20% to 12.5%. This reduction sparked

concerns about a potential increase in
tax burden.The budget also raised the
tax rate on LTCG from listed equity by
2.5 percentage points to 12.5%.
Malhotra described this increase as
minimal and stated that the aim of the
measure was to simplify the capital
gains tax system.

Malhotra also drew comparisons to the

introduction of the new tax regime,
which had initially faced similar

concerns."There were
apprehensions when the new tax
regime was introduced. With about
6 crore income tax returns filed last
year, and 70% of them under the
new regime, the focus has been on
simplicity and reducing the
compliance burden," he said.

The Centre has raised Rs 2.78 lakh
crore from LTCG taxes over the
past five years. For the assessment
year 2023-24, the Centre collected

Rs 98,682 crore from LTCG, compared

to Rs 86,075 crore collected for the

2022-23 assessment year. The

government has indicated that there are

no plans to reverse or eliminate the

LTCG tax.Overall, the Revenue

Secretary’s statements reflect the

government’s intention to maintain the

current LTCG tax rates and continue its
efforts to simplify the tax system.

Air India may form separate cargo
entity to expand market share:

New Delhi. Air India is reportedly
consolidating its cargo operations with
plans to eventually establish a distinct
entity featuring dedicated
freighters, reported The
Economic Times.The move is
part of the Tata-owned
airline's strategy to capitalise
on the expanding air cargo
market, driven by a strong
economy and increasing trade
activities.”We have been
consolidating and
streamlining the entire
network from all four airlines,
to bring it to one function," a
senior Air India official told
ET, requesting anonymity.The
restructuring comes as Vistara is set to
merge with Air India by the end of the
year, and AirAsia India is to integrate
into Air India Express.Air India
follows in the footsteps of Spicelet,
which has already separated its cargo

Gold price rises on US Fed

operations, while IndiGo, the country’s
leading airline, is also investing

new customers,” the senior official

stated.

heavily in this segment with dedicated The initiative is part of the Tata Group's

freighters."Internally, efforts are being
streamlined at multiple levels. We are
developing a comprehensive software
to manage all cargo requests, revenue,
and commercial aspects. Externally,
we are expanding our global
distribution network and onboarding

broader efforts to
consolidate its aviation
business following its
acquisition of the
formerly state-run Air
Indiain2022.
Discussing the airline's
cargo strategy, the official
noted plans to introduce
dedicated freighters to
handle increasing cargo
traffic."We may also spin
offthe cargo segment into
% a subsidiary to unlock its
full potential," the official
added, without providing a specific
timeline.Another company official
mentioned in the report indicated that
Air India plans to partner with more
sales agents, freight forwarders, and
last-mile delivery partners to enhance
its cargo services.

Suzlon Energy crosses
Rs 70 mark. Is there
more upside left

NEW DELHI. Suzlon Energy Ltd shares surged
4% on Wednesday, marking the stock's eighth
consecutive session of gains.The upward
momentum propelled the stock to a new 52-week
high, surpassing the 12-month targets set by
several brokerages following its impressive June
quarter results.The stock climbed nearly 4% to
reach Rs 70.90 on the Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE). The stock is up over 11% in the past 5
trading sessions and over 268% in a year.On July
24, ICICI Securities upgraded its target price for
Suzlon to Rs 70 from Rs 60, although it
downgraded the rating to 'Add' from 'Buy'. With
the recent surge, Suzlon has now surpassed this
target.Moreover, Anand Rathi Shares and Stock
Brokers and Nuvama Institutional Equities have

both recommended holding Suzlon Energy
shares, with price targets of Rs 69 and Rs 64,
respectively.

The targets that were met earlier this week.

Is there more upside left?’Nuvama Institutional
Equities remains long-term positive on Suzlon
Energy and has adjusted its earnings estimates
for FY25-27 . However, the brokerage firm noted
that the current uptick in order inflows and profits
is already reflected in the stock price, which
trades at 40 times FY27E earnings per share for
the WTG business.JM Financial maintains a
'‘Buy' rating with a target price of Rs 71.The
brokerage highlighted several factors driving
Suzlon's growth, including a gradual increase in
execution momentum, a healthy order book, a
strong bid pipeline, and an improving balance
sheet and organisational structure.Suzlon
Energy's positive net worth has enabled it to bid
for Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) tenders,
including those from NTPC. Since the beginning
of 2023, a total of 56 tenders amounting to
55.4GW for utility-scale vanilla wind projects
(including 1,110MW from NTPC Gujarat) and
various wind combinations have been issued.

These tenders represent an estimated wind
component of at least 20GW, providing a robust
pipeline of opportunities.

rate cut

expectations: Should you | invest now

The World Gold Council (WG()
predicts arise in
consumption in the latter
part of 2024, thanks to a
recent reduction in import
taxes and a favourable
monsoon.

NEW DELHI. Gold prices increased by
about 1% on Tuesday, as investors reacted
to potential signals from the US Federal
Reserve about interest rate cuts.The
Federal Reserve is expected to complete a
two-day policy meeting on Wednesday.
Although an immediate rate cut is not
expected, there is speculation that the Fed
might hint at potential reductions as early
as September.The US rate futures market
has already factored in a September cut,
which could reduce the cost of holding

\;’

non-yielding gold.In India, the second-
largest gold consumer globally, gold
demand fell by 5% in the June quarter
compared to the previous year. Despite
this, global gold prices are near record
highs, supported by increased demand in
India.The World Gold Council (WGC)
predicts a rise in consumption in the latter
part of 2024, thanks to a recent reduction
in import taxes and a favourable

monsoon. The import duty on gold was
recently cut from 15% to 6%, which is
expected to boost retail demand and
lower smuggling.“Gold and silver prices
surged later on Tuesday after news of
Israel’s assault on Lebanon. This pushed
gold prices above $2,400 and silver above
$28.20 in global markets. Earlier in the
day, gold prices had been stable around
these levels, despite strong US data

showing a tight jobs market. Market
sentiment is mixed, but a drop in US
Treasury bond yields and a weakening
dollar have supported bullion prices as
traders await the Federal Reserve’s
decision on Wednesday," said Rahul
Kalantri, VP Commodities at Mehta
Equities Ltd."Investors are also watching
for the upcoming ISM Manufacturing
PMI and Nonfarm Payrolls report for
July. Gold has support at $2,392-$2,378
and resistance at $2,420-$2,438. In INR,
gold has support at Rs 68,310-Rs 68,050
and resistance at Rs 68,830-Rs 68,980.
Silver has supportat Rs 81,850-Rs 81,180
and resistance at Rs 82,290-Rs 82,800,"
he added."The reduction in gold import
duty in India has resulted in a four-month
low in local gold prices, leading to a
significant increase in demand over the
past week. As aresult, the price premiums
in India over official domestic rates have
surged to $20/0z, the highest in 10 years.
Last week’s low of $2,350 (Rs 67,400)
will act as a short-term base, with gold
rebounding towards $2,460 (Rs 69,000).
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Delhi study centre survivor recalls last

words of victim: No need to panic
I

Recounting the horrifying moment, Rishabh Pal, one of the survivors, said the over 13-foot-high library of the coaching centre was filled with water in 3—4 minutes.

New Delhi. A civil service escape from the basement, but  brought a rope to pull the others

around 15 more were stuck there.

»[AS aspirant
recounts last
moments at flooded
coaching centre

»Says library was
filled with water in
just 3-4 minutes

»3 |AS aspirants died
due to flooding in
basement of
coaching centre

aspirant, who narrowly escaped
from the flooded basement of the
coaching centre in Old Rajinder
Nagar area in Delhi, said one of
the victims had told him not to
panic. Recalling the words of
Tanya Soni, who was among the
three students who drowned in
the basement of Rau's IAS Study
Circle institute, Rishabh Pal, 21,
said he would forever feel guilty
for not being able to save his
batchmates, PTI reported.

Shreya Yadav (25) and Nevin

Dalwin (28) were the other two
IAS aspirants who died on July
27. The coaching centre had
permission to use the basement
only as a storage, but it was
turned into a library.

Rishabh Pal, from Ghaziabad, said

around 15 students managed to

Recounting the horrifying
moment, Pal said the over 13-
foot-high library was filled with
water in just three to four
minutes. "Tanya, who was my
batchmate, said there was no
need to panic, and we would be

who were stuck in the water," he
told PTI. Rishabh said that he
didn't notice Nevin in the
library.Praising the quick work of
the employees, Rishabh said had
they not acted swiftly, the
number of causalities would have
been more.

saved. She also suggested However, contrary to reports, he

forming a human chain. We tried
forming a chain, but due to the
flow of water we could not hold
on," he said.He said that as the
water started filling in, he

said there were no biometric
locks in any part of the building.
He also alleged that there was a
delay in response to their distress
calls.

climbed the stairs and a staff "The NDRF officials who came at

member pulled him up. Rishabh
said Tanya and Shreya were
standing on a table in the library
the last time he saw them.
"Behind me, my friend Jaideep and
a few others came out. Then, the
staff members of our institute

about 10 pm told us that they
could not do anything as they did
not have any equipment," he told
. So far, seven people, including
the owner and the coordinator of
the centre, have been arrested in
connection with the case.
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'Attempted murder’ case
against husband of
woman tied to tree in
Maharashtra

Mumbai.The Sindhudurg police on Tuesday registered
an FIR against one Satish in connection with the
matter concerning a US national, who was found
chained to a tree in the jungle in Sindhudurg district
last week.

The woman is suspected to have been chained to a tree
in the jungle for around 40 days. Several people have
been questioned, and some teams have also left
outside the state for investigation in the case.

The FIR is registered for attempted murder, illegal
confinement, endangering personal safety under
sections of Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) as per the
Sindhudurg police.

Senior police officials from Maharashtra police
confirmed that an FIR has been registered against the
person identified as Satish whose name was provided
by the 50-year-old victim.

The victim is presently recuperating at the Institute of
Psychiatry and Human Behaviour (IPHB) at Goa
Medical College and Hospital in Bambolim. Sources
said that the victim, in initial written notes, revealed
that she had been chained to the tree using shackles by
her husband, with whom she had stayed in Tamil Nadu
since last decade and left there to die.

In one of the notes she handed over to the police, she
said "Injection for extreme psychosis which caused a
severely locked jaw and inability to drink any water.
Need intravenous food. 40 days without food and
water. Husband tied me to a tree in the forest and said I
would die there".The US national has been identified
as Lalita Kayi Kumar S and her passport, an Aadhaar
card bearing a Tamil Nadu address, a bag containing
food and supplies and a raincoat were found from the
spot.She was seen by a shepherd, who was from the
nearby village of Ronapal and saw her when he had
taken sheep to the jungle and was shocked to hear her
screams and then informed villagers who informed
the local police. The police took her to the Sindhudurg
district hospital where she couldn't talk or speak due to
starvation and weakness and dehydration, so she was
provided initial treatment to get her energy back and
then shifted to IPHB in Goa for further treatment.

IG Konkan Range Sanjay Darade said "We are yet to
record her statement as she is recuperating,
meanwhile on primary details provided by her, an FIR

320 new electric buses take Delhi's count to

1,970, overall fleet crosses 7,600

Delhi Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot, along with Lieutenant Governor (LG) Vinay Kumar

Saxena, flagged off 320 new electric buses from Baansera in Sarai Kale Khan.

New Delhi. The Delhi
government on Tuesday
inducted 320 new 12-meter
electric buses into its public
transportation fleet, bringing
the total number of buses to
7,683.

Delhi Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot, along with
Lieutenant Governor (LG)
Vinay Kumar Saxena, flagged
off these electric buses from
Baansera in Sarai Kale Khan.

With this addition, the number
of electric buses in the Delhi
government fleet has now
risen to 1,970. The fleet now
comprises 5,713 CNG buses and
1,970 electric buses.

"The induction of these new electric
buses marks a significant step
towards our commitment to creating
a cleaner, greener Delhi. These buses
are not only environmentally friendly

but also equipped with the latest
safety and convenience features for
our passengers. We are proud to have
the highest number of electric buses
in any Indian city and are dedicated
to further expanding this fleet", the
Delhi Transport Minister said.

The Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) now operates 4,536 buses,

including 2,966 CNG buses
and 1,570 electric buses, while
the Delhi Integrated Multi-
Modal Transit System
(DIMTS) operates 3,147
buses, which include 2,747
CNG and 400 electric buses.
Before Tuesday's flag-off, Delhi
had been operating 1,650
electric buses since January
2022, which have collectively
covered over 112 million
kilometers, cutting down
| more than 91,000 tonnes of
. Co2.

Currently, 25 per cent of Delhi’s
bus fleet is electric. Delhi has the
second-largest electric bus fleet in
the world. With 2,267 electric buses,
Santiago in Chile has the largest fleet.
By 2025, Delhi aims to have a total of
10,480 buses, with 80 per cent (8,280
buses) being electric, saving
4,67,000 tonnes of CO2 annually.

Delhi chief secretary blames coaching centre,
government calls out ‘delay’ in probe report submission

NEW DELHI. The Delhi chief
secretary on Tuesday submitted a
magisterial inquiry report to
Revenue Minister Atishi in the
Old Rajinder Nagar coaching
centre deaths. The report said the
coaching institute completely
blocked the drainage system and
did not take measures to meet
such eventualities.

Atishi, however, said she had asked
the chief secretary to initiate a
magisterial probe and submit a
report within 24 hours. But what
she received was an incident
report on Monday.

“The parking access to the institute
is directly exposed to the road and
in case of a heavy rain, water flows
directly into the parking area
instead of going into the
stormwater drain,” the report said.
“In the absence of vigil by security
staff, the water crossed the parking
area and entered the basement,
resulting in the death of three
bright children,” said the report.

It said the violation by the owner for
using the basement for other than
storage purposes led to the
incident. It was evident from the
local residents’ version that the

of SUV driver arrested in
coaching centre deaths

New Delhi. "My husband was only trying to reach
asafe spot," said Shima Kathuria, wife of Manuj
Kathuria, who was arrested in connection with
the deaths of three civil services aspirants inside
a flooded basement of a coaching centre in
Delhi's Old Rajinder Nagar last week. She
further said that the video clearly showed that
there was no rash driving by Manuj Kathuria.

Manuj Kathuria, a businessman, was behind the
wheels of an SUV which drove through the
flooded street, causing the water to swell and
breach the gates of the three-storey building of
Rau's IAS Study Circle and inundate the
basement. Defending her husband, Shima said
that the allegations levelled against Manuj are
"completely wrong".

"There was no rash driving, the video is in front of
everyone. My husband was not driving at a high
speed. My husband was only trying to reach a
safe spot," she said while speaking to news
agency .

Furthermore, Shima also blamed Rau's IAS Study
Circle for running a library in the basement of
the building without permission. She also
wondered why the police didn't close the roads
when there was waterlogging in the area.

"The authorities will figure out who is at fault.
Why was the coaching institute owner running a
library there when they had a NOC only for
storage? When there was severe waterlogging
on the roads, police should have cordoned off
the roads," she said.

Shima also believed that her husband was a victim
in the case and not an accused. "We are very
positive. My husband has not done anything
wrong. We have full faith in the judicial system
and I am sure that the court will take the right
decision," she said in a separate conversation
withnews agency .

Recalling her husband's dramatic arrest, Shima
said police arrived at their residence and told the
family that they had come to question Manu;.

"The police said there is no criminal liability and
they were just taking him for questioning since
his vehicle was visible in the viral video
captured around that time (when the water
gushed in). Around 30 minutes later, my father-
in-law got a call from him saying he had been
arrested. It created a state of panic among us,"
she added. Speaking about the allegations of

has been registered, and an investigation has been :
basement gate worked with a

biometric/access control lock
system and the students could not
come out quickly.

The minister was told that the
inquiry would take seven more
days. “It is unfortunate that the
bureaucracy is showing laxity in the

Death toll in Wayanad landslides
touches 158, rescue ops on war footing

Kerala Wayanad landslides: Hundreds more are feared trapped as multiple
agencies and the Army race against time to save as many lives as possible.

New Delhi. At least 158 people have been Wayanad Landslides: Latest
killed, and over 200 were injured after =~ Developments

rash driving, Shima said that video which went
viral on social media 'clearly' shows that the
brake lights of the vehicle were switched on.

investigation. It raises questions
whether the culprits are being
protected,” said the minister.

Landslide hits Manipur
village, woman and child
buried alive

Tamenglong, Manipur. A woman and her child were
buried alive after a landslide struck a village in
Manipur's Tamenglong district, officials said.On
Monday night, debris from the landslide fell on the
house of Ringsinlung Kahmei, a constable with the
Manipur Police, killing his wife and child on the spot,
while leaving him critically injured. As a result of his
critical injuries, Kahmei was airlifted to Imphal on
Tuesday for further treatment, officials
said.Expressing grief over the incident, Manipur
Chief Minister N Biren Singh tweeted, "Deeply

— saddened to
learn about

villages in the district was washed
away due to heavy rain.

AL

the tragic massive landslides struck the hilly areas Wayanad district authorities have | t An NDRF personnel was quoted by
loss of a near Meppadi in Wayanad. According to  started collecting data to determine ANI as saying that there were
mothe'r and government data, more than 180 people  the number of people missing. The § chances of another landslide as
her child due are feared to be trapped under debris as  data on those missing is being heavy rainfall continued in the
to the multiple agencies and the Army race  collected by reviewing ration card | district. Helpline numbers
landslide that against time to save as many lives as  details and other government 9656938689 and 8086010833
oc.curqued last possible. documents, PTI reported. have been issued.

nDll n%thatnlolnn Three landslides struck Wayanad within a Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi . Meanwhile, Kerala Health Minister
villag eg span of four hours on Tuesday amidheavy  Vijayan, who has declared a two-day Veena George's car met with a
Tamengloné rain, leaV1pg a trail of destruction in  state mourning, will chair a meeting minor accident while she was on
Ward No. 3." Mundakkai, Chooralmala, Attamala, and  with senior officials and ministers her way to Wayanad. George was

Noolpuzha villages. Several people were
sweptaway in the Chaliyar river.

stationed in Wayanad to review the
progress of rescue operations.

taken to Manjeri Medical College
in Malappuram for first aid.

"My heart goes out to the bereaved family. Our thoughts
are with Mr Ringsinlung Kahmei, who has been

critically injured in this incident. We are taking
immediate steps to ensure he receives the necessary
medical attention and advanced care", he added.

During the monsoon season, landslides and mudslides
are common in the hilly areas of Manipur and
Tamenglong district is known for such natural
catastrophes.

In Wayanad, 45 relief camps have been
established, accommodating 3,069
people. Visuals and videos on social
media showed uprooted trees and
damaged houses dotting the district,
known for its picturesque locales and tea
estates.

Units of the Army, NDRF, SDRF and
other emergency services personnel
resumed operations on Day 2 and are
searching under collapsed roofs and
debris of destroyed houses for victims
and possible survivors.

A total of 225 Army personnel have been

deployed for rescue operations. Several
companies of the Army have also been
moved from Thiruvananthapuram and
Bengaluru to Calicut.

The Army rescued over 1,000 people using
a temporary structure after a major bridge
connecting Chooralmala and Mundakkai

The weather department has
predicted more rain for Wayanad and
several other districts over the next
couple of days. A red alert for heavy rain
has been issued for Idukki, Thrissur,
Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Kannur and Kasargod districts.
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Indian-origin woman jailed in UK for 10
years after convicted of shoplifting

UK.This sentence today sends out a clear
message that West Mercia Police will
deal seriously with prolific fraudsters,”
said Steve Tristram, Fraud Investigator
from West Mercia Police’s Economic
Crime Unit."Kaur is a calculated
individual who committed offences
across the country, dishonestly claiming
refunds on items she had stolen. She
showed no remorse for her actions and
even thought she would get away with
submitting false documents to the court
with the intention of perverting the course
of justice,” he said.The police force took
ownership of the investigation into Kaur
in 2018 and worked with the UK’s
National Business Crime Solution, an
organisation representing retailers, and
other police forces as a "multi-agency
approach".”We were able to investigate
further into her criminal activity and
found fraudulent activity in her bank

North Korea houses, roads hit by
flooding, Kim Jong Un inspects
affected areas

Seoul Over 4,000 homes in North Korea's city of Sinuiju
and Uiju County near the border with China have been
flooded due to heavy rainfall, state media KCNA said on
Wednesday.Around 3,000 hectares (7,400 acres) of
farmland along with numerous public buildings,
facilities and roads were also flooded, prompting a two-
day emergency meeting by the ruling Workers' Party's
powerful politburo earlier this week, the report
said.Leader Kim Jong Un chaired the meeting and
expressed grave concern over the damage and urged
strong measures to restore the affected areas, KCNA
added.Kim inspected the floodd areas on Sunday.

The region has been affected by heavy rainfall from
Tropical Storm Gaemi in recent days, which caused a
landslide killing 12 people in southern China and flash
floods elsewhere.North Korea's state media have been
raising the alarm in recent weeks about the monsoon
season and have issued several reports on efforts to
offset damage from extreme weather.

The month of July is annually the monsoon season in the
Korean peninsula, but the region has experienced
extreme weather in the summer months in recent
years.In South Korea, heavy rain caused landslides, train
delays and heavy damage to infrastructure earlier this

equating to over halfa million pounds in
fraudulent refunds and stolen goods.
Knowing that she was under investigation
for these offences, she is then said to
have embarked upon a scheme to
defraud other businesses using the
dishonestly obtained credit card details
of members of the public.In March 2023,
she was convicted of fraud, possessing
and transferring criminal property and
perverting the course of justice at
Gloucester Crown Court.At the time,
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) West
Midlands said that working with the
police it was able to use financial data,
retail records, witness evidence and
CCTV which proved Kaur’s pattern of
offending.She was seen on CCTV
entering stores, taking items from the
shelves and taking them to the tills as if
they had been previously purchased.
Close examination of her accounts

« The woman, Narinder Kaur, was
previously found quilty of 26 counts
of fraud, money laundering and
perverting the course of justice in
March 2023.

London.An Indian-origin woman was on
Tuesday sentenced to 10 years’
imprisonment by a court in south-west
England after she was found guilty of
conning retailers and other businesses out
of thousands of pounds.Narinder Kaur
a.k.a. Nina Tiara, 54, was previously
found guilty of 26 counts of fraud, money
laundering and perverting the course of
justice in March 2023.Prosecutors said
she had shoplifted on an industrial scale
and deceived shops into refunding her for

known high street stores and then

month.

973 Native American children died
in US government boarding schools,
probe finds

Billings, Montana At least 973 Native American
children died in the US government’s abusive
boarding school system, according to the results of an
investigation released on Tuesday by Interior
Department officials who called on the government to
apologise for the schools.

The investigation commissioned by Interior Secretary
Deb Haaland found marked and unmarked graves at 65
of the more than 400 US boarding schools where
Native American children were forcibly assimilated
into white society. The findings don’t specify how each
child died, but officials said the causes of death
included disease and abuse during a 150-year period
that ended in 1969.Additional children may have died
after becoming sick at school and being sent home,
officials said.The findings follow a series of listening
sessions held by Haaland over the past two years in
which dozens of former students recounted harmful
and often degrading treatment they endured at the
hands of teachers and administrators while separated
from their families.“The federal government took
deliberate and strategic action through boarding
school policies to isolate children from their families,
deny them their identities, and steal from them the
languages, cultures, and connections that are
foundational to Native people,” Haaland, a member of
the Laguna Pueblo tribe in New Mexico and the
country’s first Native American Cabint secretary, said
ina Tuesday call with reporters.

“Make no mistake,” she added, “This was a concerted
attempt to eradicate the quote, ‘Indian problem’, to
either assimilate or destroy native peoples altogether.”

In their initial findings two years ago, officials had
estimated more than 500 American Indian, Alaska
Native and Native Hawaiian children died at the
schools. The federal government passed laws and
policies in 1819 to support the schools, which were
still operating in the 1960s.The schools gave Native
American kids English names, put them through
military drills and forced them to perform manual
labour, such as farming, brick-making and working on
railroads, officials said.Former students shared tearful
recollections of their experience during the listening
sessions in Oklahoma, South Dakota, Michigan,
Arizona, Alaska and other states. They talked about
being punished for speaking their native language,
getting locked in basements, and having their hair cut
to stamp out their identities.

Kamala Harris to hold st rally with
Veep pick on Aug 6 in Philadelphia:

Sources

USA. Vice President Kamala Harris will hold her first
rally with her new vice presidential nominee on
August 6 in Philadelphia, sources say.

The location suggests Pennsylvania Governor Josh
Shapiro has moved to the top of a short list of running
mates, and that the Harris campaign had decided the
state that Democrats won back from Republicans in
2020 is amust-win once again.

A campaign aide told Reuters on Tuesday not to read
too much into the choice of the first city of a
weeklong battleground state tour. The tour will take
four days and cover multiple states, the aide said.A
campaign aide told Reuters on Tuesday not to read
too much into the choice of the first city of a
weeklong battleground state tour. The tour will take
four days and cover multiple states, the aide said. The
high-stakes decision on who will run with Harris has
taken centre stage since she became the Democratic
frontrunner for the November 5 election when U.S.
President Joe Biden ended his White House bid just
over a week ago.Harris is expected to announce the
decision as soon as Monday, ahead of Tuesday's
event, the sources said.The short list of candidates
under consideration includes Shapiro, Kentucky
Governor Andy Beshear, US Senator Mark Kelly of
Arizona, Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and
Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg.If
Shapiro is the pick, the Harris campaign is likely
counting on the popular, 51-year-old governor to
help win the state in November.Shapiro’s stock
among Democrats rose after he swamped his
Republican opponent for governor, Doug Mastriano,
winning 56 percent of the vote in a state known for
tight elections.Shapiro would also become the
second Jewish nominee for vice president on a major
ticket in US history, following Joe Lieberman's
failed 2000 bid with Al Gore.

items that she had never actually
purchased. She was sentenced at
Gloucestershire Crown Court for stealing
from more than 1,000 shops across the

accounts which subsequently brought her
to justice,” added Tristram.Kaur was
found to have travelled extensively
across the country to steal from well-

dishonestly claimed refunds on

items.Between July 2015 and September
2019, it is estimated Kaur netted around
GBP 2,000 worth of refunds per week,

those  confirmed the pattern of purchases and

refunds and that the same process seen on
the CCTV was being repeated on
hundreds of occasions.

UK bars Indian-origin lawyer from practicing 6v!f nations ‘concerned
over conviction in 'sham

London. A 44-year-old man who
qualified as a lawyer in India has been
struck off from practicing in the UK by
the solicitors’ watchdog after a tribunal
heard of his conviction eight years ago
for organising sham marriages for
migrants to settle in Europe.

Mathew Moghan Rajamohan Chellam
faced charges of fraudulent
applications by the Solicitors
Regulation Authority (SRA) and a
disciplinary tribunal concluded in its
ruling that there was no doubt that he
knew or ought to have known that his
conduct was in material breach of the
obligations to protect the public and the
reputation of the legal profession.In a

judgment dated July 5 released recently,

the tribunal notes that Chellam has
since returned to India and that his
current address in India was
unknown."The Tribunal ordered that
the Respondent, Mathew Moghan
Rajamohan Chellam, solicitor, be
struck off the Roll of Solicitors and it
further ordered that he do pay the costs
ofand incidental to this application and
enquiry fixed in the sum of GBP

+ U

4,058.00,” reads the Solicitors
Disciplinary Tribunal order.

"In assessing culpability, the Tribunal
took account of the fact that the
Respondent’s motivation for the
misconduct was for monetary gain, the
fact that the misconduct arose from
carefully planned actions including by
using sham marriages with a view to
abusing applicable laws, and that the
circumstances giving rise to the
misconduct were under the direct
control of the Respondent and
concluded that Respondent’s level of
culpability was extremely high,” it
notesAccording to the order filed with
the UK's Law Society, Chellam was
admitted to the UK’s Roll of Solicitors

marriage’

in February 2013 through the
Qualified Lawyers Transfer Test
(QLTT) route as he was already a
Legal Advocate in India. In 2015, he
is said to have “self-reported” and
confirmed that he had been charged
with criminal offences under the
UK’s immigration legislation and
that he was contesting those
charges.In September 2016, at
Snaresbrook Crown Court in London,
he was convicted of assisting unlawful
immigration into a European Union
(EU) member state, five counts of
providing immigration advice and one
count of seeking to obtain leave to
remain in the UK by deception and was
sentenced to a total term of
imprisonment of eight years.

As a result, the tribunal concluded that

Chellam, who was not represented at
its hearing last month, had “caused
tremendous harm to the reputation of
the legal profession” and his
misconduct “constituted various
criminal offences”. He has now been
struck off from practicing as a lawyer
inthe UK.

Top Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh killed in Iran, outfit blames Israel

World. Top Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh was killed after his
residence was targeted in Tehran
early on Wednesday, Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
said in a statement, Reuters reported.
Hamas, a Palestinian outfit engaged
in a war with Israel in Gaza, said an
"Israeli" raid killed Ismail Haniyeh
and one of his bodyguards in his
residence in Tehran.In a statement,
Hamas said Haniyeh was killed in "a
treacherous Zionist raid on his
residence in Tehran".

advertisement

On Tuesday, Haniyeh, who led Hamas's
political operations from exile in Qatar,
attended the inauguration ceremony of
Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian.
He also met Iran's Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.Israel said its
military was "fully prepared for any
scenario", The New York Times
reported. "We prefer to resolve
hostilities without a wider war," said

Daniel Hagari, the Israeli military
spokesperson.Amid the Israel-Gaza
war, Haniyeh acted as a negotiator in
the ceasefire talks. Hamas claimed in
April that Israeli airstrikes killed three
of Haniyeh's sons and four of his
grandchildren.The military wing of
Hamas is led by Yahya Sinwar,
believed to be the mastermind of the
October 7 attack on Israel that ignited
the war in Gaza.The development
comes a day after the Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) claimed to have killed
Fuad Shukr, a top commander of
Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.

Israel had claimed Fuad Shukr was
behind a drone strike that killed 12
children in the Israeli-occupied Golan
Heights.

WHO WAS ISMAILHANIYEH?
The 62-year-old was born in a refugee

camp near Gaza City. He joined Hamas
in the late 1980s and swiftly rose
through the ranks to become a close
associate of Hamas's founder and
spiritual leader, Sheikh Ahmed
Yassin.In the 1980s and 1990s,
Haniyeh served several sentences in
Israeli prisons. After Hamas's win in
the 2006 legislative election, he
became the Prime Minister of the
Palestinian Authority government.
However, it was short-lived as the next
year he was dismissed from his
position by President Mahmoud Abbas
in2007.Ten years later, in2017, he was
elected the head of Hamas's political
wing. The same year, Haniyeh was
named a "specially designated global
terrorist" by the United States.

over behaviour of
Pakistani expats

World A number of Gulf nations, including the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and Kuwait, have raised grave concerns
over the conduct of Pakistani expatriates and the
labour force, a report said. The matter was raised
by Secretary Overseas Pakistanis Dr Arshad at a
Senate Standing Committee on Overseas
Pakistanis, where he said that a number of Gulf
countries have voiced reservations about the
behaviour of overseas Pakistanis.He said that a
rather concerning issue has been raised by these
countries pointing at the "inappropriate"
behaviour of Pakistanis in the UAE, including
them making videos in front of women in
Dubai.Kuwait has raised an issue concerning
Pakistani nurses, who are reportedly refusing to
perform certain job-related duties and instead
put the onus on ward boys for regular day-to-day
activities. Moreover, they do not try and learn
the local language, but also want to go to Europe
after only a six-month stay in the country.

Meanwhile, Qatar, as per the officials of the
Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis, complained
about Pakistani labourers refusing to wear safety
helmets during work.Earlier in September 2023,
officials had said that Pakistani beggars travel to
countries like Iraq and Saudi Arabia on the
pretext of 'Ziarat' (pilgrimage) and then indulge
in begging-related activities.As per official data,
Pakistani nationals accounted for 90 per cent of
beggars arrested in these countries.Furthermore,
the officials added that around 2 million
Pakistanis are living in Saudi Arabia and
400,000 move to the country every
year.Meanwhile, the Saudi Arabian authorities,
the officials said, have asked Pakistanis not to
send "beggars and sick people".

The officials said that Pakistanis visit Malaysia for
a year, and are then sent to jail after they extend
their stay there.Meanwhile, Senator Nasir
Abbas also apprised the forum that in Iraq,
Pakistanis are "helpless" as they get hired as
cheap labour, adding that they are kept as
"prisoners" there.

The ministry noted that these nations are now
looking towards African nations for even
cheaper labour.To counter this adverse situation
regarding the future of the Pakistani labour force
in GCC countries, the officials said that the
ministry is compiling data regarding job
availability and opportunities in various
countries.A cabinet committee has been set up
under Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif regarding
matters related to immigration, they said.

Raging California wildfire grows

bigger than Los Ang

California. The largest wildfire in the US
swelled to over 600 square miles on
Tuesday, bigger than the city of Los
Angeles, fire officials in California said,
as thousands of firefighters battled the
blaze in a wilderness area north of

Sacramento.

More than 5,500 firefighters from across
California and other states were working
around the clock to douse the Park Fire,
burning in the state's Central Valley,
about 90 miles (145 km) north of
Sacramento, the capital. The fire grew to
385,065 acres (155,830 hectares),
becoming the fifth-largest wildfire in

Californian history, officials said.

The Park Fire on Tuesday surpassed the
size of the 2020 Creek Fire in Fresno
County, which burned almost 380,000
acres, fire officials said. But it is still
smaller than the state's largest fire on
record, the August Complex fire of 2020,
which burned more than 1 million acres

in northern

California.The Park Fire - fueled by dry

grass, brush and timber - is fast-moving,

said Fire Captain Dan Collins of the

California Department of Forestry and

in seven counties

Fire Protection or Cal Fire.

"This fire has lots of fuel that is receptive to
burning, and it's hard to get to," he said.
"Our fire line is 260 miles around, that's
the size of three Lake Tahoes. It can take
two-three hours to get personnel in there
over the terrain."The weather brings only
aslight chance of a stray thunderstorm on
Tuesday, said Ashton Robinson Cook, a

meteorologist with the National Weather
Service. After that, no rain is in sight, and
hot and extremely dry will prevail, he said.
Temperatures will reach 100 degrees
Fahrenheit (37.8°C) on Wednesday and
highs could hover at that level until next
Monday, he said, with relative humidity
dropping to as low as 7%.The Park Fire,

eles's size

which was only 14% contained on
Tuesday, has forced the evacuation of
more than 4,000 people and destroyed or
damaged more than 192 structures, fire
officials said. No injuries or deaths were
reported.Jeremy Hollingshead, a
spokesman for Cal Fire, said that
lingering clouds of smoke have
grounded the 41 helicopters used to drop
water and fire retarding chemicals on the
blaze.

Evacuations included Paradise, the town
that was devastated by the 2018 Camp
Fire, the deadliest in the state's history.

The man charged with starting the Park
Fire, allegedly by pushing a flaming car
down a Butte County gully last
Wednesday, was formally charged with
arson on Monday, but awaits additional
charges, officials said. The man, Ronnie
Dean Stout II, 42, of Chico, California,
denied wrongdoing at an arraignment on

Monday, said Butte County District
Attorney Mike Ramsey at a news
conference. It was unclear if Stout had an
attorney.Stout did not enter a plea but was
denied bail. His arraignment was
continued to Thursday, as more charges
could be added, Ramsey said.
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Suryakumar Yadav lauds team's
character after low-scoring
thriller vs Sri Lanka

New Delhi. India’s new T20I skipper
Suryakumar Yadav lauded the team’s
character after thrilling win over Sri Lanka
in the third T20I on Tuesday, July 31 at
Pallekele International Cricket Stadium,
Pallekele. India managed to win the game in
the super over despite Sri Lanka requiring
just 23 to win from four overs having eight
wickets in hand.

However, Washington Sundar (2/23), Rinku
Singh (2/3) and Suryakumar Yadav (2/5)
turned the game in India’s favour with the
ball and restricted Sri Lanka to 137/8 in their
allotted 20 overs. Later in the super over,
Washington Sundar dismissed Kusal Perera
and Pathum Nissanka in just three balls
giving away just two runs. Later captain
Suryakumar Yadav chased down the target
of three runs on the first ball itself.Reflecting
on his team’s improbable win, Suryakumar
lauded their character and their ability to
hold their nerve to turn the game in their
favour.“More than the last over, I feel when
we were around 30/4 and 48/5, how the boys
showed character in the middle and took the
game away from them ... I felt 140 was a par
score on that track. When we were going in
during fielding session I told them, 'T have
seen such kind of games. If we put our heart
in for one and a halfhours, we can pull it off.'
If you are enjoying hitting 200-220s and
winning games, you should enjoy 30/4 and
70/5 as well because that creates balance in
your life and that's how you move on and just
be humble,” Suryakumar said in the post-
match presentation.

The Indian skipper further appreciated the
skill level of the side saying that it makes his
job easy and also mentioned the camaraderie
of the team.I don't want to be the captain, I
want to be a leader: Suryakumar Yadav

“The amount of skill they have, self
confidence what they bring into the table, it
makes my job very easy. The positivity they
have on the ground and in the dressing room,
the care for each other what they show is
unbelievable. After the last game, I said few
boys are going to rest and they were the first
ones to tell me, 'Okay we would rest and you
can give opportunities to others.' That shows
the character of the team and how happy they
are for others' performance as well. They
have made my job easy. When I go into bat,
have little pressure, I just enjoy to express
myself. I said before the series, I don't want
to be the captain, [ want to be a leader,” he
added.

SLvs IND 3rd T20I Highlights

Meanwhile, having won the T20I series by 3-
0, the two teams will next lock horns in a
three-match ODI series beginning from
August 2 as senior pros Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli mark their return in the 50-over
format.

Olympics: Triathlon races
to go ahead as Seine
passes water quality tests

New Delhi. Paris 2024 Olympics organizers
have given the green light for the Olympic
women's and men's triathlons to proceed on
Wednesday, following recent water tests in
the Seine river that showed reduced bacteria
levels. This decision ends days of
uncertainty caused by heavy rains, which
had raised concerns about the viability of
swimming in central Paris. Initially
scheduled for Tuesday, the men's triathlon
was postponed to Wednesday after the river
failed to meet water quality standards. The
confirmation that the races would go ahead
was a relief for athletes, teams, and Paris
authorities, who have promised a
swimmable

advertisement

Seine as a lasting legacy of the Games, with the
triathlon serving as a prominent test. "We are
thrilled to receive this news," said Benjamin
Maze, technical director for France's
triathlon federation, in a statement to
Reuters. "Now that the event is confirmed,
we can fully focus on the competition."
Despite overnight rain, the races were
approved to proceed. Organizers based their
decision on the analysis of river samples
collected at 5 a.m. the previous day, along
with expert discussions on weather
conditions, according to Paris 2024.
Showers resumed at around 5:45 a.m. on
Wednesday, adding to the challenge of the
bike stage, which includes sharp turns and
cobbled road sections.The triathlon, a central
showcase of the Paris Olympics, starts and
ends at the Alexandre III bridge, with the
route taking athletes along part of the
Champs-Elysees and past landmarks like the
Musee d'Orsay. The women's race, featuring
55 competitors from 34 countries, will begin
at 8 am. (0600 GMT). Among the top
contenders for gold are France's Cassandre
Beaugrand and Britain's Beth Potter, who
will dive into the Seine side by side from a
floating pontoon next to the bridge. The
men's event will follow at 10:45 a.m. "The
latest water analyses, received at 3:20 a.m.,
have been deemed compliant by World
Triathlon, allowing the triathlon
competitions to proceed," stated Paris 2024
and World Triathlon.

PARIS WATER QUALITY

Paris has invested 1.4 billion euros ($1.52

billion) in wastewater infrastructure to

manage sewage and minimize spillage into
the river. Earlier this month, Mayor Anne

Hidalgo even swam in the Seine to assure the

public of its safety. The last-minute

postponement of the men's race on Tuesday
caused frustration among some athletes. "If
the priority was the health of the athletes.

New Delhi.

Suryakumar Yadav has a hig heart when it

comes to leadership: Washington

Indian all-rounder Washington
Sundar praised his skipper
Suryakumar Yadav for leading

India from the jaws of defeat

to a superb win against Sri
Lanka in the third and final

1201 in Pallekele on Tuesday.
e

New Delhi. India all-rounder Washington
Sundar reckons captain Suryakumar
Yadav's bold leadership and strategic risk-
taking helped India secure a thrilling win in
the third and final T20I against Sri Lanka.
Suryakumar's unconventional bowling
choices played a crucial role in securing a
remarkable win for India in a low-scoring
T20I on Tuesday. Sri Lanka appeared poised
for an easy win, needing just 12 runs from
the final two overs with six wickets in hand.
However, Suryakumar introduced Rinku
Singh in the penultimate over, who delivered

3

L1

an exceptional 1-0-3-2. Suryakumar then
bowled the final over himself, taking two
more wickets and leaving Sri Lanka stunned.
In the Super Over, India quickly wrapped up
the match as Sri Lanka lost two wickets in
four balls, and Suryakumar hit a boundary
off the first ball to clinch a series clean
sweep.Speaking to the media after the

match, Sundar praised Suryakumar's
leadership, stating, "It's amazing of him,
amazing of his leadership skills, to be
honest. With 12 balls to go and 12 runs
needed, he brought in Rinku, especially with
Kusal Perera batting, and Rinku got him out.
Surya then came in for the last over and won
the game for us." Sundar highlighted

Paris Olympics 2024: Simone Biles makes
triumphant return, leads US team to gold

New Delhi Simone Biles clinched her fifth

Olympic gold medal as she made a
triumphant return to the women's
gymnastics team final at the Paris Games
on Tuesday, reinforcing her status as one
of the world's greatest athletes just three
years after abruptly withdrawing from the
same event at the Tokyo Games.Biles, the
most decorated gymnast of all-time,
earned the United States their fourth
Olympic gold in the women's team event
with dazzling performances on all four
apparatus.The American has been on what
she described as a "redemption tour" at the
Paris Games after she shocked a global TV
audience by suddenly withdrawing from
the team final in Tokyo suffering from the
"twisties", a condition involving
temporary loss of spatial awareness
experienced by gymnasts while
performing high-difficulty elements."I
started off with therapy this morning and
... I was feeling calm and ready," the 27-
year-old told an overflowing press
conference at the Bercy Arena." As soon as
I landed vault, I was like 'oh yeah, we're
definitely going to do this."With the
crowd rallying behind Biles and her

teammates in the absence of the French
team that failed to qualify for the final, the
United States finished with a total of
171.296, an impressive 5.802 points ahead
of second-placed Italy.While the Italians
won their first women's Olympic team
medal since the 1928 Olympics, an
incredible, high-flying vault by Rebeca
Andrade helped Brazil to land the bronze,
their first ever medal in the discipline.
Britain finished fourth.Biles said it was too
soon to reflect on her legacy and was
surprised to hear from a reporter that she
has now won a jaw-dropping 38 world and
Olympic medals combined."I'm doing
what I love and enjoying it, that's all that
matters to me," she said."Yes, it's amazing

but I don't think I'll truly understand the
depth of it until I walk away from the
sport."Biles, who was competing with her
left calf taped after suffering a muscle
strain during Sunday's qualifying
competition, started her bid for the first of
a possible five gold medals in Paris on the
vault.She powered down the runway
before soaring high into the air while
executing the Cheng vault to earn 14.900
points.She then glided through her uneven
bars routine with ease to the delight of the
15,000 fans packed into Bercy Arena, who
serenaded her with chants of "USA, USA,
USA!". She was awarded 14.400.

BILES,'ADIFFERENT PERSON'
The star-studded crowd that included tennis

great Serena Williams and the most
successful Olympian ever, swimmer
Michael Phelps, also roared their approval
when Biles' teammates Sunisa Lee and
Jordan Chiles completed their equally
impressive displays on the bars by nailing
their dismounts.After falling flat on the
mat during the warm-up, Lee -- the
defending all-around Olympic champion -
- stuck her landing on the uneven bars,
earning 14.566 points.

Team purse spike, retentions main agenda
during IPL Governing Council meeting

New Delhi.There could be a consensus about

increasing the team purse up to Rs 120 crore
and retentions up to six, including ‘Right To
Match” ® TM) options, during the IPL’s
Governing Council’s meeting with the
owners of all 10 franchises in Mumbai on
Wednesday. With a big auction scheduled at
the end of this year, the modalities need to be
set in order and five points will be on the
agenda of the BCCI-team owners meeting
where divergent views could emerge on
some of the points. While BCCI won’t
announce the rules and regulations on team
building, the inputs from the owners will be
taken into account.The PTI spoke to
multiple franchises and there was one aspect
where everyone agreed that the current team
purse of Rs 100 crore needs to be increased
by at least 20 to 25 percent.”I think that
(increase of purse) is happening for sure.
The standard increase should be anywhere

between 20 to 25 percent and hence
anything in the range of Rs 120 crore to 125
crore will be a fair deal. Most franchises
would agree to it,” a senior official of one of
the IPL franchises told PTI on conditions of
anonymity.However, the bigger issue is the
player retention where it could be difficult to
reach a common ground as most teams have
different requirements. While one powerful
franchise seemed to have suggested as many
as eight retentions, including RTMs, it is
unlikely others will agree to it.Currently,
IPL allows four retention per year with three
being Indians and one overseas. It is
believed that most teams want retention to
be between five to six.“Obviously,
continuity and maintaining a core is very
important going forward. May be allow six
(retentions) including a couple of RTM
cards with at least one uncapped player
being kept in the mix. But there could be

some debate over the number of overseas
retentions.“There are teams like Delhi
Capitals (Jake Fraser-McGurk and Tristan
Stubbs) and Sunrisers Hyderabad (Pat
Cummins, Heinrich Klaasen and Travis
Head), who would want more than one
overseas retention,” an IPL source added.

The other bone of contention could be the

‘Impact Player’ rule and while India’s T20
World Cup winning skipper Rohit Sharma
and star batter Virat Kohli have both spoken
openly about how it can affect the
development of all-rounders, none of the
franchises would mind a contest where 12
players will be available.They are in the
business of cricket and it is possibly BCCI’s
duty to protect all-rounders, who are
becoming rare because of this rule.But then
the counter argument by a franchise like
Chennai Super Kings could be that the
‘Impact Player’ rule would .

Sundar

Suryakumar's courage and leadership,
noting, "We all know he has a big heart
when he bats, but he also shows it in his
leadership. All credit goes to him; it was
amazing."Sundar also shared that
Suryakumar consistently emphasized
the importance of taking wickets during
the middle overs to maintain pressure
on Sri Lanka, even when the hosts
seemed in control of the chase. "Surya
kept telling us that one or two wickets in
the middle overs would change the
game, especially in low-scoring
matches where even run-a-ball
situations can create pressure,”" Sundar
said. Reflecting on the thrilling
encounter, Sundar added, "I hope the
audience enjoyed the game because
you don't often see such matches. It
feels great to be a part of this kind of
game."

Sundar, who contributed 25 runs and took
two wickets, expressed surprise and delight
at being chosen to bowl the Super Over.
"Honestly, I had no idea I would bowl, but
after the batsmen walked out, Surya turned
to me and said, "Washy, you're on.' [ was very
happy; it's a great opportunity to step up and
win the game for my country. Thank God
things went well," he concluded.

Gautam Gambhir is all smiles
as Rinku Singh becomes
gamechanger with ball

New Delhi. India coach Gautam Gambhir was

a very happy man when Rinku Singh ended
up being the gamechanger for India during
their 3rd T20I win over Sri Lanka in
Pallekelle on July 30, Tuesday. Rinku picked
up 2 wickets in the 19th over as he was given
the tough job of defending 9 runs from 12
balls as Sri Lanka were chasing 138 runs to
win the game and get some consolation.
India had already won the series.The
cameras were on Gambhir during the
penultimate over as Rinku took the ball in
what was a very bold call from the Indian
team. The southpaw, who was bowling
gentle off-spin, was up against Kusal Perera.
The Sri Lankan batter was on 46 and looked
set to be the matchwinner when Rinku
flipped the script of the game. The first ball
was darted straight at Perera and the second
one saw the Sri Lankan batter sky the ball in
the air. Rinku made no mistake and

completed the catch when the camera
captured coach Gambhir having a big smile
on his face.Rinku would then go on to pick up
one more wicket as he dismissed Ramesh
Mendis to end the over on a high.

What happened after the Rinku Singh over?
Following the completion of 6 balls from

Rinku, captain Suryakumar Yadav stepped
up to deliver the final over and picked up 2
wickets to put Sri Lanka in all sorts of
trouble. The hosts were able to push the game
to a super over to add to the excitement of the
game.Sri Lanka would bat first and India
handed the ball to Washington Sundar. The
off-spinner would deliver for his side and
conceded just 2 runs and picked up 2 wickets
as India had victory in sight.Suryakumar
would then get the win with a boundary off
the first ball to seal the win and the series.
The action now shifts to ODIs as India and
Sri Lanka with the first match of the series
happening on August 2.

Ashwini Ponnappa breaks down after early

exit in P

Indian badminton stalwart Ashwini
Ponnappa on Tuesday broke down in
tears, announcing she had played her
last Olympics after she and her
partner Tanisha Crasto suffered their
third straight loss in the women's
doubles competition of the Paris

Indian badminton stalwart
Ashwini Ponnappa broke down in tears after
her early exit from the Paris 2024 Games

aris: This is my last Olympics

Australia's Setyana Mapasa and Angela
Yu 15-21, 10-21. This marked the end of
their campaign, as they lost all three

group matches.This will be my last, but

Tanisha has a long way to go," said the
34-year-old Ashwini, who was
competing in her third Olympics, when
asked if she planned to play in the 2028
Los Angeles Games. "It takes a toll
emotionally and mentally; I can't go
through this again. It's not easy; you can
handle it better when you're younger.
Having played for so long, I can't take it
anymore," she added, struggling to hold
back tears.

while announcing that she had played her last Ashwini, who won her first national title in

Olympics after her and her partner Tanisha
Crasto's third consecutive loss in the
women's doubles competition. Ashwini and
Tanisha lost their final Group C game to

2001, formed a formidable and history-
making women's doubles pair with Jwala
Gutta, who played until 2017. They won
numerous international medals, including

A\
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PAR

gold at the 2010 Delhi Commonwealth
Games and bronze at the Uber Cup (2014
and 2016) and the Asian Championships
(2014). In 2011, they made history by
becoming the first Indian pair to win a
medal—a bronze—at the World
Championships, their most significant

193024

achievement. The Jwala-Ashwini
duo was consistently ranked
amongst the top 20 in the world,
reaching a peak ranking of
10th.Ashwini and Jwala competed in
two Olympics together (2012 and
2016) but were unable to progress
beyond the initial stages. "We
wanted to get a win today.

Although we hoped for a different and
better outcome, the biggest takeaway
for Tanisha and me is the journey to

the Olympics. It hasn't been easy," Ashwini
reflectedTanisha, also emotional, could not
hold back her tears. "She [Ashwini] has been
my biggest support here. We wanted a better
result and to hold our heads high. She
motivated me every time," she said.
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Jacquelin
Fernandez

Sonu Sood Starrer FatehTo
Release On THIS Date,

Posters Unveiled; See Here

Jacqueline Fernandez and Sonu Sood will be soon seen sharing screen space in 7
Fateh. Today, the makers have announced the release date and also new posters. It is

going viral on social media. The film is releasing on 10th January 2025, Fans have

reacted to itand dropped heart emojis in the comment section.Jacqueline Fernandez took

to her social media handle and shared posters featuring her and Sonu Sood. The first poster shows
both of them with surprised look. And in the second poster, we can see Sonu Sood in a formal avatar.
*Mark your calendars for January 10th! #Fateh is set to deliver Nation’s best action film ever oh and Happy
Birthday Sonu!!!!” read the caption. As soon as
the posters were shared, fans reacted. One of the
fans wrote, “so so excited.” Another wrote,
“Looking great! Best of luck™.

Earlier, the much-anticipated teaser of ‘Fateh’,
starring the hero of the masses, Sonu Sood, is out,
and it is all that his fans expect from his film. The
teaser offers a glimpse into the thrilling world of
cybercrime, promising an exciting cinematic
experience. What stands out is the film’s tagline,
‘Never Underestimate A Nobody’, which truly
encapsulates Sood’s journey as well. However, it & }

Y

will be interesting to see which ‘nobody’ is Sood
refers to in his film. Sonu shared the teaser clip
on his Instagram handle. He also added a little
note with the clip that read, “Aa Raha Hoon
#Fateh! Brace yourselves for the biggest action-
packed thriller!”

The biggest action film stars Jacqueline
Fernandez in the lead role and marks Sood’s
directorial debut. Previously, Sonu Sood had
shared the first look of the film, which received
immense love from the audience. The teaser has
surely taken fans® excitement to another
level.

Helmed by Vaibhav Misra, Fateh stars

Sonu and Jacqueline in lead roles.

The movie also features Vijay

Raaz and Shivjyoti Rajput in

prominent roles.

According to reports, the

film’s cast includes

some of Hollywood’s

biggest names, including the director of photography. the research team, and

action choreographers. The makers have kept details of the project under

wraps.Fateh is touted to be a thrilling and action-packed drama and has been

generating considerable anticipation, thanks to its captivating storyline and the

involvement of accomplished Hollywood stunt coordinators. "

' Lost Everyt

Rashami Desai

On Divorce And Struggles That Followed

Rashami Desai, born Shivani Desai, is a well-known actress who gained fame for her role in the TV series Uttaran.
She began her career in Assamese cinema before moving to Bhojpuri films and eventually becoming a prominent
Hindi TV actress. Over her two-decade-long career, Rashami has achieved significant success in the entertainment
industry and garnered further attention through her participation in Bigg Boss 13.Despite her professional
achievements, Rashami’s personal life has been marked by challenges and hardships. In an interview with
ETimes, she opened up about her turbulent relationships, including her marriage to Uttaran co-star Nandish
Sandhu. Rashami revealed that her first marriage left her deeply shaken, as she quickly realized that it was a
- mistake. She chose to leave the marriage respectfully, prioritizing her well-being.
Following her divorce, Rashami
faced financial difficulties, including
a debt of Rs 3.25 crores. She had
taken out a loan of Rs 2.5 crores to
buy a house but ended up losing
everything. During this
challenging period, she was left
with no place to stay and resorted
to living in her car. The stress of
the situation led to depression,
. further complicating her
struggles.
Rashami also spoke about her
relationship with her ex-
boyfriend Arhaan Khan, who
proposed to her during Bigg -
Boss 13. Reflecting on that &
time, she expressed gratitude §
that the truth about their 3§
relationship came to light in
the public eye. Although it
was a tough period for her, Rashami felt relieved that everything was revealed and she could move
forward. She acknowledged the support she received from Salman Khan and the new friends she made
on the show, which helped her through this difficult phase. Rashami also noted that while some people
may have judged her, she has no complaints about it.In 2013, 2014, and 2018, Rashami Desai was
among India’s highest-paid TV actresses. She was also the highest-paid contestant on Bigg Boss 13
and Bigg Boss 15. In 2020, she became the first Indian TV actor to collaborate with Google for
cameos and ranked 22nd on BizAsia’s top 30 TV Personalities list.

Bhagyashree Recreates
Maine Pyar Kiya Song Dil
Deewana's Hook-Step

;ﬂﬁmp
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Bhagyashree Patwardhan has once again captured
the attention of her fans. The actress, who rose to
fame with Maine Pyar Kiya, was recently spotted at
Mumbai airport as she jetted off to an undisclosed
location. During her brief encounter with the
paparazzi, Bhagyashree took a moment to pose for
photos and even delighted onlookers by recreating
the dance step of her popular song Dil Deewana. In
a delightful twist, the paparazzi also joined the
actress.Bhagyashree sported a stylish outfit,
featuring a jacket, white T-shirt and comfortable
tracks. She completed her look with a pair of chic
white sneakers and left her hair open.

Fans and followers of the actress flooded the
comment section with love. One user wrote,
“Awww, how generous is she,” while another user
commented, “My 90s crush.”Dil Deewana was
from the 1989’s romantic film Maine Pyar Kiya and
starred Salman Khan and Bhagyshree. The film
was directed by Sooraj Barjatya. [t marked Salman
Khan’s first film as a leading actor and
Bhagyashree’s film debut. The chemistry between
Salman and Bhagyashree as Prem and Suman
remains iconic and memorable. It also featured
Alok Nath, Rajeev Verma, Reema Lagoo, Ajit
Vachani and more in significant roles.Bhagyashree
keeps her fans engaged with regular updates on
social media. Recently, she posted a couple of
photos of herself wearing a floral sarce. She
beamed with joy as she posed with a transparent
umbrella under which flowers were falling.
Alongside the images, she captioned the post,
“Flower shower.”

On the professional front, Bhagyashree last appeared
in the crime thriller film Sajini Shinde Ka Viral
Video. The film revolves around a school teacher
who goes missing after a video of her goes viral on
the internet. Bhagyashree played the role of
Kalyani. It also featured Radhikka Madan, Nimrat
Kaur and Sumeet Vyas in the lead role. She will be
next seen in Sooraj R. Barjatya’s upcoming
romantic film Prem Ki Shaadi.

Rimi Sen Sparks Plastic
Surgery Rumours, Reddit
Compares Her to Shefali
Jariwala, Nikki Tamboli

Rimi Sen, who lit up the screen in hits like Baghban
and Dhoom, disappeared from Bollywood after her
Bigg Boss stint in 2015. Now, she’s back in the
spotlight with Instagram photos that have fans
buzzing. Some Reddit users are even been talking
about ‘wild plastic surgery’ rumours as they go
through her new photos .Recent Instagram photos
and videos of the actor have sparked plastic surgery
rumors. A Reddit user wrote, “Damn, she looks
unrecognizable.” Many also compared her Shefali
Jariwala and Nikki Tamboli. One user wrote, “She
kind of looks like Shefali Jariwalla now.” Another
wrote, “Why she’s looking like Nikki Tamboli?”
Rimi Sen, who worked in hit films like Hungama
(2003), Dhoom (2004), Deewane Huye Pagal
(2005), Phir Hera Pheri and Golmaal: Fun
Unlimited (2006), has been missing from the
spotlight for many years. The 42-year-old actress, in
an interview, finally revealed the reason behind her
sudden disappearance from Hindi films. “Main
comedy films kar kar ke thak gayi thi, there used to
be not much of a role for me there,” Rimi told
Hindustan Times. “Mera sirf furniture role hota tha.
I had a good role in only a few, like Hungama and
Johnny Gaddaar (2007)The latter didn’t work, and
that’s the kind of work I wanted to do.” she
added.Rimi made a comeback with Salman Khan-
hosted reality show Bigg Boss and her co-
production, the National Award-winning film
Budhia Singh: Born To Run. Rimi, who has worked
with A-listers such as Akshay Kumar and Ajay
Devgn, further said that she isn’t in touch with
anyone from the film industry. “I can’t ask anyone
for help. Jab tak gidgidao nahin, help nahin milti
hai. Why won’t other people look for their own
benefit? Why will someone go out of their way to
help someone?” Rimi asked.
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