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Rainwater harvesting to
overcome water scarcity

Nationally and internationally, 2023 is an important
year for the water-related goals. The United
Nations (UN) adopted a resolution in 2017,
declaring 2018-28 as the International Decade for
Action on Water for Sustainable Development.
Water is an important resource for the
development of any society and is helpful to
maintain the integrity of the ecosystems. It is a
critical resource for the growth of any economy.
Water management is very essential to get the
food security and prevent the soil erosion. It has
been observed that demand of water has been
increased almost eightfold in the last 100 years.
There is availability of about 1,400 Million Cu.
Kilomteres of water in the world but only 0.003
per cent of this can be used for the hygiene,
drinking, agriculture and industry. But all this
water is not accessible because part of it flows
through in to the rivers during the seasonal floods.
The average annual rainfall overland is 1, 10,000
Km3, but about 70,000 km3 evaporate before
reaching to the sea. The remaining 40,000 km3 is
available for human use but two-thirds of it run
off'in floods. About 60 per cent area in India is still
rain fed so the monsoon rains play a significant
role in India. Global population is increasing at an
alarming rate whereas the natural resources such
as land and water are static. The world may face
40 per cent shortfall between forecast demand
and available supply of water by 2030.1t has been
observed that the global water withdrawal grew
1.7 times faster than the population. Climate
change may worsen the situation by increasing
the frequency and intensity of floods and
droughts, making water more unpredictable by
altering hydrological cycles.

About 80 per cent of land is rain fed in the world and
this land contributes about 60 per cent of food
production. Rest 20 per cent comes under
irrigated agriculture which contributes about 40
per cent of food production. It brings the self-
sufficiency in the developing nations across the
globe. The complexity of problems in rain fed
agriculture is greater than that of irrigated
agriculture. In India about 127 million ha
cultivable land comes under rain fed condition
which is approximately 70 per cent of the total
cultivated land. Agriculture is the largest
consumer of freshwater and during the last 30
years food production has been increased by 100
per cent. Over 1 billion people across the world
are involved in agriculture. And they generate
about $ 2.4 trillion in economic every year. Thus
the importance of rainwater harvesting is
increasing over the years. In India huge amount of
budget is being invested on rainwater harvesting
to mitigate the climate risks. Cost-effective
technologies and an in depth analysis on rain
water management are needed for the sustainable
agriculture. There is need to adopt alternative
food crops and irrigation practices for sustainable
agriculture. Millets can be promoted under rain
fed agricultural system as they can be grown with
less water. Rainwater is recognized as the viable
alternative to mitigate the demand of washing,
sanitation and crop irrigation. It is also helpful to
mitigate the demand of droughts. It will give the
food security and reduce the impact on humans
and environment. During rainfall 70 per cent of

International law also regulates space operations,

Is International Law Significant for Dispute Resolution?

International law refers to the body of legislation that

governs relations between States. International
conflict resolution is the process of controlling or
settling disputes between nations so they can each
pursue their own objectives, whether they be
collective or personal. States are acknowledged as
the actors within the legal system by the framework
provided by international law. It describes what
they have to do to treat people living inside their
borders and how they should interact with one other.
These duties cover a wide range of topics, including
the use of force, behavior during hostilities,
immigration and refugee concerns, international
criminal activity, disarmament initiatives, and
prisoner care.

international commerce laws, global
communication networks, sustainable
development strategies for the oceans, and the
environment. A treaty is an international |
agreement signed between States that is subject
to international law, regardless of whether it is
included in a single document, two or more
related instruments, or known by another name. |
Treaty law, also referred to as the law of
international agreements, governs the creation, |
interpretation, modification, and termination of
treaties. The law of treaties, a pillar of
international law, is essential for fostering
mutual understanding and amicable conflict
settlement.

PEACEFULDISPUTE RESOLUTION
The foundation of Pacific dispute settlement is the

idea that, while it can certainly be used for other
objectives like status-seeking and fear-mongering,
war is essentially a tool for resolving
disagreements. Additional presumptions include
the idea that a lack of understanding among
decision-makers about the possibility of peacefully
resolving issues to the mutual benefit of both
sides—a lack of awareness stemming from pride,
ignorance, a lack of imagination, or self-centered
and cynical leadership—often leads to war. Thus,
by conceiving and institutionalizing alternative,
peaceful conflict resolution procedures and
convincing the nations to employ them,
international organizations may be able to help
prevent wars.The International Criminal Court is
one of the most significant mechanisms (ICC). The
International Criminal Court (ICC) is a permanent
court that was created to try people for the most

%

e

heinous crimes that affect the entire world, like
crimes against humanity, war crimes, and genocide.
When it comes to encouraging responsibility and
making sure victims of human rights atrocities
receive justice, the ICC has been instrumental. A
peace strategy known as “collective security”
entails an agreement amongst governments to take
joint action against any state deemed to be an
aggressor. It focuses on preventing violence by
using an overwhelming international force against
any aggressor, putting aside issues with resolving
conflicts, upholding the law, or ensuring justice.
Even though collective security was a major
component of both the League of Nations Covenant
and the United Nations Charter, albeit in slightly

different forms, it was an utter failure in both
instances.The idea behind disarmament and
weaponry limitation is that states have a natural
tendency to want to outgun any prospective
competitors and that this leads to arms races that
ultimately result in conflict. This theory’s main flaw
is that it frequently tends to mix up cause and effect.
Even though arms races gain speed on their own,
political tensions that escalate into conflict are what
cause them. To put it briefly, tensions rather than
armaments contests are what lead to conflict. To
believe differently would be to confuse a symptom
with the cause. As a result, lowering weaponry
levels does not always result in lowering tensions.

CONFLICT REDUCTION
Due to the lack of success with these key peace

initiatives outlined in its Charter, the UN has created
two new processes designed to reduce the number
of wars. First, “preventive diplomacy,” which
mostly consists of the secretary-general’s

Wayanad calamity

Landslides expose lapses on ecological front

diplomatic initiatives and the deployment of

peacekeeping troops, has helped to keep local crises

under control and avoid escalation, particularly
when the superpowers are involved. Second,
although not having any legal power behind them,

the General Assembly has grown in importance as a

key player in the process of what has been dubbed

the communal legitimization of state programs. A

state’s likelihood of receiving universal censure

increases the cost of resorting to war.However,
hostilities that the assembly may favorably see as
wars of colonial liberation are not affected by this
new constraint on war. Furthermore, states could
not be expected to refrain from going to war in order
to further an interest they believed to b truly
necessary despite the assembly’s rejection.

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND HUMAN
RIGHTS

International law also encourages the protection
of human rights. The United Nations General
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights in 1948, which is a seminal
document outlining each and every person’s
fundamental rights and freedoms.
International law has created a number of
procedures to guarantee the protection of
human rights because it understands how
important they are.

Globally, human rights advocacy and protection
are greatly aided by international law. It lays
out the rights and freedoms to which every

person is entitled and offers a framework for
holding states accountable for how they treat people
living under their control. The relationship between
human rights and international law is intricate and
multidimensional, involving numerous
organizations, treaties, and conventions aimed at
preserving human dignity. This paper explores the
complexities of this relationship by examining
important elements, historical trends, obstacles, and
the influence of international human rights law on
international justice.

Historical Development of International Human

Rights Law

The genesis of international human rights law can be

found in the wake of World War II, which saw
previously unheard-of atrocities and a worldwide
resolve to stop them from happening again. A
turning point in this process was the United Nations
General Assembly’s 1948 ratification of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).

A massive rescue operation is in progress in Kerala’s

annual ground water is contributed by the states
such as Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram,
Meghalya, Gujarat etc. There is 61 per cent
contribution of recharge rainfall both from the
monsoon and non-monsoon to the country’s to the
country’s total annual groundwater and the
remaining 39 per cent recharge comes from other
sources such as recharge from tanks, canal
seepage, ponds and water conservation
structures.

Monsoon plays a significant role in the Indian
agriculture as the major sown part of the country
is still rain fed. The summer monsoon accounts
for 70 to 80 per cent of the annual rainfall over the
major parts of the South Asia. Timely rainfall is
important for the Kharif season crops. Coastal
areas of the country such as Tamil Nadu receive
the much of the rainfall from the North-East
Monsoons, between October and December.
Average rainfall in India is 1183 mm out of which
75 per cent is received during the monsoon period

Wayanad district, which has been ravaged by a ¥ S

series of landslides triggered by heavy rain. The
death toll has crossed 150, even as the immediate
priority is to evacuate and rehabilitate as many
people as possible. Though it is being conveniently B8
described as a natural calamity, the impact of factors &
such as climate change, an eco-sensitive terrain and
the loss of forest cover cannot be discounted.As per
the landslide atlas released by the Indian Space |
Research Organisation’s National Remote Sensing &
Centre last year, 10 out of the 30 most landslide- |
prone districts in India are in Kerala, with Wayanad
ranked 13th. According to a 2021 study, all landslide
hotspots in Kerala are in the Western Ghats region,
concentrated in Idukki, Ernakulam, Kottayam,
Wayanad, Kozhikode and Malappuram districts.
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha and
former Wayanad MP Rahul Gandhi has asked the
Central Government to prepare an action plan to

i.e.July to September.

address the growing frequency of natural
disasters in the ecologically fragile region of
the Western Ghats. No less important is the
need to assess the preparedness of various
states and work out ways to make them better
equipped to handle such catastrophes. The loss
of lives and property can be minimised
through an efficient early warning system,
which doesn’t seem to have happened in
Kerala’s case.India’s approach to disaster
management has improved from reactive to
proactive as well as pre-emptive in recent
years, but there are still some gaps to be
plugged. A major stumbling block is the
unwillingness of state governments, industries
and local communities to pay heed to experts’
warnings about the ramifications of
infrastructure development and promotion of
tourism in ecologically sensitive zones. As the
nation extends support to a battered Wayanad.

B Havoc on Ecology and Economy: Small Hydro-power Project Branwar and Broken Vows (L

We all know that in order to gain something, one has to
lose something. Even happiness is built on someone
else’s misfortune and for every loss there is a hidden
gain. For hidden gain there is a loss as well. In this
world, there are some occasions and times when
people lose everything and get nothing in return
except disasters and stress. A famous Urdu couplet
explains this aptly:This couplet describes the fate of
many communities and people living in remote areas
of Jammu & Kashmir especially the forest dwellers
whose resources (land , forest , water) were acquired
for so-called developmental projects. These projects,
especially hydropower generation ones, left
communities with economic losses and ecological
damage. Even small hydropower projects, otherwise
minimal in their impact on the environment, have
been harming the biodiversity, ecology and economic
conditions of people. When the 7.5 MW Branwar
Hydropower project was being constructed around
15 years back in a forest village called Branwar in
District Budgam, a lot of false promises were made to
villagers by the local politicians in power. Many
villagers whom I met in the recent past told me that
the former Finance Minister of J&K Mr A R Rather
who was also the five-times legislator from Charar-e-
Sharief had assured residents of Branwar that they
would get free electricity from the hydropower
project.“We were told by Mr A R Rather, our former
MLA and Finance Minister of J&K, that within a 5
kms radius people would get free electricity,
especially the residents of Branwar Neegu and
Jabbad villages. That remained only a promise and
the successive PDP-BJP Govt also could not make
sure we get free or at least subsidized electricity from
the power project”, said Ghulam Qadir Ganai a local
resident of Branwar After more than a decade, the
electricity crisis is still bad in Branwar. Infact, it is
just as bad in but also in adjoining areas and villages
like Neegu, Jabbad, Surasyar, Bonen, Batwodder

and Kutbal as well. During winters people get mere 4
to 5 hours of power supply and when it snows, power
supply is interrupted for weeks. No new electric
cables, transformers or iron pylons have been
erected. Lot of electricity transmission loss is taking
place and locals have to pay for these losses as well.
Even after a drizzle, power supply is cut in most of the
villages in this remote area of Budgam which comes
under the Surasyar block. Recently, when [ visited
Mechi Khanain meadow, trekking 12 kms up
Branwar, [ found the old course of Doodh Ganga dry.
This was the area I along with my friends would catch
fresh trout but that is now a history. From Meche
Khanain downstream to Branwar, the Doodh Ganga
is almost dry. A little water joins it around Yusmarg
from the Kalnag stream but that is very little. From
Meche Khanain to Frasnag and downstream 2 kms
this waterbody is completely dry now and everything
in this stream has perished.
Hundreds of Trees axed in Branwar forest

The private company which got the project on a 40-
year lease only destroyed the local forest landscape
and biodiversity with the support of the then
Government especially the Forest department. After
15 years, locals of Branwar and adjoining villages say
that it seems that hundreds and thousands of forest
trees (Kail, Fir, Deodar) were axed to help this
company. On the other hand, the local people who
actually own these forests under the Forest Rights Act
2006 got nothing in return. Not only were the trees in
Branwar forest uprooted and axed but even the course
of Doodh Ganga was changed which not only
impacted the aquatic life but also continues to impact
the forest cover even after 15 years.

Green Meadow dredged

The pristine and green meadow around Metch Khanain
12 kms up Branwar was dug with huge JCBs to create
an artificial canal for diverting Doodh Ganga waters.
A small water reservoir was created and a huge
pipeline was laid through another green meadow

called Haijan. JCB cranes,trucks and lorries went
into deep jungle which was virgin until 2008-2009.
The massive pipeline was laid over the green
meadow of Haijan which is like a massive scar on
its landscape and beauty. Trees were axed to make
the canal in deep forest and trees which are there on
the embankments of this artificial canal continue to
get impacted with water. No concrete
embankments or stone pitching was done to
prevent oozing of water from the canal towards
surrounding forest and trees.

Misleading information on UNFCCC

There is hardly any detailed information available on
Govt websites in J&K about the Branawar 7.5 MW
small hydropower project. After surfing the
internet, [ found a document related to this project
called Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) on
the website of  United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The

UNFCCC is the UN process for negotiating an
agreement to limit dangerous climate change. It is an
international treaty among countries to combat
“dangerous human interference with the climate
system. The CDM allows emission-reduction
projects in developing countries to earn certified
emission reduction (CER) credits, each equivalent to
one tonne of CO2. These CERs can be traded and
sold, and used by industrialized countries to meet a
part of their emission reduction targets under the
Kyoto Protocol. Under the Kyoto Protocol it is
required that countries limit or reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions by setting such targets. It
also helps countries meet their emission targets, and
to encourage the private sector and developing
countries to contribute to emission reduction efforts,
negotiators of the Protocol included three market-
based mechanisms — emissions trading, the clean
development mechanism (CDM) and joint
implementation.
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AEL to transfer Wilmar stake
to shareholders

NEW DELHI. Paving the way for a potential stake sale,
Adani Group flagship company - Adani Enterprises
(AEL) - will transfer its stake in Adani Wilmar (AWL)
to its shareholders.AEL, at present, holds a 43.94%
stake in Adani Wilmar through Adani Commodities
LLP. Post the restructuring, the shareholders of AEL
will directly own Adani Wilmar shares. Shareholders
will receive 251 shares of Adani Wilmar for every 500
Adani Enterprises shares they hold.”The food FMCG
business and other businesses of the demerged company
are capable of attracting a different set of investors,
strategic partners, lenders and other stakeholders,” said
AEL in a statement. Adani Wilmar is a joint venture
between the Adani Group and Singapore-based Wilmar

i

Group.

It added, “There are also differences in the manner in
which the Food FMCG Business and other businesses
of the Demerged Company are required to be handled
and managed. In order to lend greater/enhanced focus to
the operation of the said businesses, it is proposed to
reorganize and segregate the food FMCG business by
way of demerger and transfer the same to the resulting
company.”’Following the demerger, the promoter stake
in Adani Wilmar, including Wilmar International will be
reduced to 76.7% from 87.8%. “This demerger is in line
with AEL’s incubation strategy, which includes
demerging of the business once it is self-sustained and
properly established. In the past, AEL has demerged
businesses including Adani Green Energy, Adani
Energy Solutions once they became self-sustaining,”
said the company.

Bank of Baroda PAT rises
10% to Rs 4,458 cr on fall in
bad loan

NEW DELHI. Bank of Baroda (BoB) has reported a 10%
rise in standalone net profit to Rs 4,458 crore in the first
quarter of the financial year 2024-25, helped by a
decline in bad loans.The state-owned bank had
registered a net profit of Rs 4,070 crore in the year-ago
period. Total income in the quarter increased to Rs
32,116 crore from Rs 29,878 crore, BoB said in a
regulatory filing.The lender’s interest income also
increased to Rs 29,629 crore against Rs 26,556 crore in
the same quarter a year ago.Gross non performing
assets (NPAs) fell to 2.88% of gross advances by June
2024 from 3.51% in FY24. Net NPAs too fell to 0.69%
compared to 0.78% at the end of the first quarter of the
previous year.As a result, provisions and contingencies
came down to Rs 1,011 crore in the April-June period of
FY25 against Rs 1,947 crore in the year-ago period.
Capital adequacy ratio improved to 16.82% in Ql
compared to 15.84% in the year-ago period.

Gross GST collection for July
rises 10.3% to Rs 1.82 lakh
crore

NEW DELHI.After facing criticism for not officially
announcing the monthly GST collection numbers in
June, the government on Thursday announced the
revenue figures for July 2024. The gross GST
collection in July rose 10.3% to Rs 1.82 lakh crore as
against Rs 1.65 lakh crore in the corresponding period
last year. The GST revenue in June, as per
government sources, was Rs 1.74 lakh crore.

Gross revenue from domestic transactions was Rs 1.34
lakh crore, up 8.9%. GST revenue on imports rose
14.4% to Rs 48,039 crore. In the first four months of
FY25, gross revenue has seen a 10.2% growth to Rs
7.4 lakh crore.“While the gross GST revenues have
shown an rise of 10.3%, it is interesting to observe
that the growth in GST mop-up from imports is more
than that from domestic supplies. These collections
are based on supply transactions during June 2024,
which is typically a slow offtake month before the
onset of the festive season,” says MS Mani, Partner,
Deloitte India. After deducting the refunds, net GST
collection during the month rose 14.4% to Rs 1.66
lakh crore. Net collection for the fiscal has been Rs
6.6 lakh crore, up 11% over last year.Many large
states have seen a subdued growth in collection.
Revenue in UP grew only 4%, Bihar, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala saw 5% rise, Telangana saw a muted
collection of 2%, while Andhra Pradesh registered a
fall by 7%. However, Karnataka and Gujarat (13%),
MP and Maharashtra (11% each) saw double-digit
growth. Various media outlets reported that the
government didn’t want to publicise the growth in
GST collections in fear of backlash from common
people. However, GST department sources told TNIE
that the government will now release the monthly
GST numbers on a regular basis.

FY25revenue up 10.2%

The gross GST collection in July rose 10.3% to Rs 1.82
lakh crore as against Rs 1.65 lakh crore in the
corresponding period last year. The GST revenue in
June, as per government sources, was Rs 1.74 lakh
crore. Gross revenue from domestic transactions was
Rs 1.34 lakh crore, up 8.9%. GST revenue on imports
rose 14.4% to Rs 48,039 crore. In the first four
months of FY25, gross revenue has seen a 10.2%
growth to Rs 7.4 lakh crore.

New Delhi.

NEW DELHI.

Apple's quarterly profit beats forecast,
pins hopes on Al as China sales falter

NEW DELHI. Apple Inc reported a strong
financial performance for the June
quarter, with a profit of $21.4 billion on
revenue of $85.8 billion, marking a new
record for the period and a 5% increase
from the previous year. CEO Tim Cook
expressed enthusiasm for the company's
upcoming Al-powered tools, collectively
known as Apple Intelligence, which are
expected to drive user engagement and
devicesales.

In China, a critical market for Apple, sales
continued to decline, dropping 7% from
the previous year. This decline, though
concerning, was less severe than in the
previous quarter. Despite these
challenges, Apple maintains a strong
financial position, with quarterly earnings
per share at $1.40, above Wall Street
estimates. Sales in other segments,
including the Mac and iPad, showed
growth, while the wearables segment saw
aslight decline.

iPhone revenue slightly declined to $39.3
billion compared to the same quarter last

Sensex down 700 points, investors lose R

year, while the company experienced
solid growth in the iPad segment,
generating $7.2 billion in revenue. Apple
also reported a new high in active devices

across all geographic regions, although
specific figures were not provided.

Analysts weighed in on Apple's Al strategy,

with Emarketer analyst Jacob Bourne

noting that the company has tied its Al
efforts to core business components,
particularly the iPhone. The effectiveness
of Apple's Al investments will primarily
be measured by device sales and potential
growth in subscription revenue. As the
company prepares to launch its Al-
powered features, the market eagerly
awaits the impact on iPhone demand and
overall performance.

Apple's shares experienced a minor uptick

of 0.5% in after-hours trading following
the earnings report. As the tech giant gears
up to make its mark in the Al space,
investors and industry experts will
closely monitor its progress and the
reception of its new Al-driven offerings.

Looking ahead, Apple plans to integrate

various Al features in its products,
including making its virtual assistant Siri
smarter. These features, part of a free
software update expected in the autumn,
will initially be available on premium
iPhone models equipped with a special Al
chip.

g Zomato shares hit record

4 |lakh crore. What triggered the fall

Benchmark stock market
indices opened sharply lower, leading
to significant losses for investors.The
S&P BSE Sensex plummeted 814
points to 81,026, and the NSE Nifty50
dropped 282 points to 24,728 around
9:48 am. The decline resulted in over
Rs 4 lakh crore loss in market
capitalisation for all listed companies
onthe BSE.

However, markets have pared some

losses. Ataround 11:38 am, Sensex was
down 625.7 points at 81,241.85, while
the Nifty50 traded 192.10 points lower
at24,818.80.

The sell-off affected all major sectoral

indices, with Nifty Metal and PSU
Bank suffering the most, each falling
over 2%. Meanwhile, the Nifty
Smallcap100 and Nifty Midcap100,
which focus more on domestic
markets, fell over 1% each.Here are
some of the top factors behind the
weakness on Dalal Street:

Tech sell-offin US markets
The Indian equity market followed the

downward trend in US markets. On
Thursday, US stocks tumbled due to
weak manufacturing data, raising

doubts about the US economy and
offsetting optimism about potential
Federal Reserve interest rate cuts. The
Dow Jones Industrial Average fell
1.57% to 40,200, the S&P 500 lost
1.76% to 5,424, and the Nasdaq
Composite dropped 2.76%to 17,114. In
early Asian trading hours, US stock
futures continued to decline, with
Nasdaq futures tumbling 1.5% and S&P
500 futures falling 0.9%.

Asian markets in red
Asian shares also slid following weaker-

than-expected US factory data,
sparking fears of a worsening economic
outlook. MSCI's broadest index of
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan
slumped 0.8% in early Asia trade.
Japan's Nikkei was headed for its worst

day in over four years, weighed
down by a surging yen and
uncertainty over potential rises in
domestic interest rates. It was last
down 4.89%, on track for its
steepest daily fall since March
2020.

Missing trigger in earnings

The June quarter earnings season has
been in line with expectations, but
analysts note there were no major
positive surprises to drive the market
higher. ICICI Securities reported that
QIFY25 results showed a ratio of
earnings beats to misses of 1.9:1 for the
NSE200 universe. While sectors like
banking, financial services, IT, FMCG,
and oil & gas saw higher beats and in-
line earnings, the pharma, cement, and
metal sectors experienced misses.

Risein oil prices

Oil prices rose on Friday amid concerns
over potential supply disruptions in the
Middle East. Brent crude futures gained
62 cents, or 0.75%, to $80.12 a barrel,
while US West Texas Intermediate
crude futures rose 61 cents, or 0.8%, to
$76.92. These increases add pressure to
global inflation.

Top 3 carmakers report decline in July sales

Despite partial relief
from the intense heat wave and election
fervour subsiding completely,
passenger vehicle (PV) sales remained
under pressure in July 2024 with the top
3 carmakers reporting a dip in sales.
The fall comes even as original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs) and
deal showrooms are offering hefty
discounts to lure buyers.Domestic PV
sales of Maruti Suzuki (MSIL), India’s
largest carmaker, fell 9.6% YoY to
137,463 units in July 2024 as against
152,126 units in the corresponding
month last year. Not only in the mini
and compact segment, but MSIL also
registered a dip in its utility vehicles
(UVs) sales. It sold 56,302 UVs in July
2024 as against 62,049 sold in July
2023.IPO-bound Hyundai Motor India
(MSIL) domestic sales fell 3.33% YoY
to 49,013 units in July 2024 as against
50,701 units in July 2023. Tarun Garg,

Whole-time director and chief
operating officer, HMIL said, “SUVs
continue to demonstrate a robust
contribution, accounting for 66.6% of
total HMIL domestic sales. The new
Hyundai CRETA achieved key
milestones of 1 lakh unit sales till July
2024, while also achieving highest ever
monthly domestic sales of 17,350 units
inJuly 2024.”

Tata Motors’ domestic PV sales fell
6% to 44,725 units in July 2024
from 47,628 units in July 2023.
Its electric vehicle plummeted
21% to 5,027 units last month as
demand from fleet operators
dried up. The automaker said that
although demand has remained
less than anticipated, they expect
it to pick up during festive
period.“New product launches
will augur well for the business.
Our focus is to increase
addressable market by

introducing new nameplates,

strengthen multipowertrain strategy to
leverage industry powertrain shifts and
grow the EV market in India while
maintaining market leadership,” Tata

Motors said in its result. Meanwhile,

SUV majors Mahindra & Mahindra

(M&M) and Toyota (TKM) continue to

report healthy growth in sales.

high after Q1 results. Will
it cross Rs 350 mark

New Delhi. Shares of online food delivery giant
Zomato surged by up to 19% to Rs 278.7 after the
company posted strong June quarter results,
prompting brokerages to raise their price targets.

In fact, CLSA has raised its target price for
Zomato’s stock to Rs 350, which is the highest
among all other brokerage firms tracking the
food delivery giant’s shares.The brokerage has
maintained its ‘Buy’ recommendation for the
stock.CLSA also raised its earnings estimates for
Zomato by 6% to 36% for the financial years
2025 to 2027, noting improved performance
from Blinkit despite the rapid expansion of dark
stores.Brokerage firm Motilal Oswal also upped
its price target for Zomato to Rs 300, citing
Blinkit's significant potential to disrupt retail,

grocery, and e-commerce industries.

The brokerage anticipates Zomato will achieve
margins of 4% in FY 2025 and 8.7% in FY 2026,
while acknowledging the difficulty in valuing
Blinkit accurately.Other brokerage firms such as
Equirus and ICICI Securities have also set targets
0ofRs 300 or higher for Zomato.

Out of 28 analysts covering the stock, 25 have a
"Buy" rating.

Morgan Stanley retained its "overweight" rating
and raised its target from Rs 235 to Rs 278, citing
Zomato's goals 0of 20%+ growth in food delivery,
expanding to 2,000 quick commerce stores by
2026, and launching a new app for the "going
out" segment.Nomura upgraded its price target
from Rs 225 to Rs 280, praising Zomato's growth
trajectory and improving profitability in both
food delivery and quick commerce sectors.

Citi described Zomato's results as a "stellar
quarter," maintaining its "buy" rating and
increasing its price target to Rs 280 from Rs 235.
Jefferies, while noting potential volatility from
Blinkit's expansion plans, raised its target from
Rs230toRs 275, keepinga "buy" rating.

Infosys GST notice saga: Why it led to an
outcry among IT firms, legal experts

New Delhi. The information technology
(IT) sector was recently shaken by a
substantial Goods and Services Tax
(GST) notice issued to Infosys. The
Karnataka state authorities had sent a
"pre-show cause" notice to the IT giant,
demanding Rs 32,403 crore in GST
claims.The notice has since been
withdrawn, but it sparked significant
concern within the industry, raising
questions about the GST enforcement
mechanism and its understanding of the
IT sector's operating model.

Initial GST Notice to Infosys

The controversy began when the Karnataka
government sent a notice to Infosys,
claiming the company was liable to pay
Integrated GST (IGST) under the reverse
charge mechanism for "supply of
services" by its foreign branches from
FY18 to FY22.The revenue department's
interpretation was that expenses for
overseas branches were payments for
services delivered by the offshore offices
of the Indian entity. According to experts,
this interpretation was contentious
because it implied that reimbursements

for expenses could be construed as
payments for services, and that
foreign branches were distinct legal
entities from their Indian unit.

Industry outery over Infosys GST
notice

The issuance of such a substantial
GST notice led to an outcry from the
IT industry and experts.The
National Association of Software
and Service Companies (Nasscom),
an industry lobby group, criticised
the notice. It stated that the notice

issue was even addressed during
the erstwhile service tax law,
where favorable judgments
were delivered by the Customs,
Excise, and Service Tax
Appellate Tribunal (CESTAT),"
Nasscom added.

Withdrawal of the notice

A day after the initial notice,
Infosys announced that the
Karnataka state authorities had
withdrawn the GST notice.The
company received
communication that directed it

reflected a misunderstanding of the

IT industry's operating model.Nasscom
highlighted that government circulars
based on GST Council recommendations
should be respected to avoid creating
uncertainty and negatively impacting
India's ease of doing business."Recent
media reports of a GST demand of over
Rs 320 billion (Rs 32,403 crore) reflect a
lack of understanding of the industry's
operating model. This is an industry-wide
issue, and multiple companies are facing
avoidable litigation, uncertainty, and
concerns from investors and customers,"
Nasscom said without naming

Infosys.Nasscom also that GST
enforcement authorities were issuing
notices for remittance by Indian head
offices to their foreign branches in cases
where there was no actual service
between the head office and the foreign
branch.This, according to Nasscom, was
not a case of 'import of service' by the
head office from the branch. The
organisation pointed out that courts have
previously ruled in favor of the industry
in similar cases under the erstwhile
service tax law."This is not a new
problem, and courts have been ruling in
favor of the industry in these cases. This

to submit further responses to the
Directorate General of GST Intelligence
(DGQGD).

The move has shifted the oversight of the
tax probe to the DGGI.

What do experts say?

Experts have voiced concerns about the
potential precedent set by issuing such a
large notice.Rajat Mohan, director at
accounting firm MOORE Singh,
indicated that more tax notices for similar
alleged violations could follow,
particularly targeting multinational
companies in the IT sector.
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13 children 'mysteriously' die in 20 days at Dell shelter home

The cause of the
deaths at Asha
Kiran shelter home
in Rohini is not
known yet. A report
by the SDM has
raised questions
about the quality of
drinking water.

New Delhi: An investigation by a sub divisional
magistrate has found that 13 children have died
at a Delhi government-run shelter home for the
specially abled in the past 20 days. So far, 27
deaths have been reported since January at the
Asha Kiran shelter home in Rohini, inviting

conditions from the BJP.The cause of the
deaths at Asha Kiran shelter home is not known
yet. Noting that the number of deaths was
much higher than last year, the SDM said the
real cause of the fatalities would be known
after the post-mortem reports.The report by the
SDM has raised questions about the quality of
drinking water being provided to the children.

The National Commission for Women (NCW)

has sent a fact-finding team to the shelter home
while lashing out at the AAP government for
negligence."For years, the Asha Kiran shelter
home run by the Delhi government has lost all
asha (hope). People are suffering and dying in
it and the Delhi government does nothing,
nothing at all. Taking cognisance and sending
my team to enquire into it," NCW chairperson
Rekha Sharma said.She said the NCW was also
carrying out an audit of night shelters run by
the Delhi government.

Delhi minister Atishi, however, differed on the

number of deaths and asked the additional
chief secretary (ACS) of the Revenue
department to initiate a magisterial probe and
submit a report in 48 hours. In her letter, Atishi
noted that there were 14 deaths sice January
2024 at the shelter home.The minister also

against those whose negligence had caused the
deaths. She also sought suggestive measures to
be taken to prevent the occurrence of such
incidents in the future.

BJP VS AAP OVER SHELTER HOME
DEATHS

Ateam from the Delhi BJP has also reached Asha
Kiran shelter home to take stock of the
situation."As per our information, the children
are getting dirty water, they don't get food, they
don't get treatment. An inquiry should be
conducted and all the officers who are involved
in this should be punished," Rekha Gupta, BJP
Mabhila Morcha vice president, said.

Hitting out at the BJP, Delhi minister Gopal Rai §
said the leaders of the saffron party did not visit g

the home of the mother and son who had
drowned in a drain in Mayur Vihar."The BJP is
protesting.

But, they did not protest when a woman and her = |

son died in Mayur Vihar after slipping into a
drain. They came to protest at Asha Kiran

because they know that it comes under the |

Delhi government," Rai said.He also said the

concerned minister was closely monitoring the |

case and the guilty people would not be spared.
"The Delhi government stands with the

v27 deaths since January at Asha Kiran shelter home

eOfficial says number of deaths much higher than last year
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South Delhi school evacuated after AirIndia suspends flights to

.« . ey Iel Aviv until August 8 amid
receiving bomb threat via email ™ | 1o fensions

Delhi was on Fr]day evacuated after Ail‘ |I1di(l C(Inteued i‘l‘S DE|hi-TE| AViV

the authprities thfare receiYed a bomb mghfs until August 8 due to esfuluﬁng

threat via an email. According to . in the Middle E I

the details, the email was tensions in the Middle East. In an
official statement, the airline said the

received at 12.30 am on Friday.
suspensions were effective immediately.

However, the authorities noticed
the email only after the school : : : — .
was opened this morning.The New Delhi:Air India on Friday said it suspended its
school is located in South Delhi's flights to and from Tel Aviv in Israel due to Middle
posh Greater Kailash area. East tensions, with immediate effect. The flight

The police were informed, and an operations were suspended until August 8, the
evacuation was ordered on the airline said in a statement."In view of the ongoing
school premises.As the situation in parts of the Middle East, we have
investigation into the case suspended schedu!ed Qperatign of our flights to and
progressed, the police said they _from Tel Aviv with immediate effect up to and
suspect it was a hoax call. case was 1nclud1ng 08August2Q24,." the statf:meptread."We
registered, and a probe was underway. are con.tlnuously monitoring the situation and are

extending support to our passengers with
confirmed bookings for travel to and from Tel Aviv

allegations of neglect and poor living sought recommendations on action to be taken  people," he said.

Rain fury across many north

Indian states, more showers
likely in Delhi

New Delhi: At least 14 people died and 10 more were
injured in heavy overnight rains that triggered flooding
and a house collapse as several rivers swelled in
Uttarakhand on Thursday.This came as the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) said India is
predicted to record above-normal rainfall in August and
September, with a high possibility of landslides and
floods.The Kedarnath Yatra was suspended as heavy
rain triggered landslides in many places.

The trek route remains blocked by boulders at
Ghoraparav, Lincholi, Badi Lincholi and Bhimbali,
officials told news agency PTLIn an official statement,
the Uttarakhand government said the Centre has
dispatched two Indian Air Force helicopters, a Chinook
and an MI 17, to aid rescue operations in the state after
the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) took stock of the
situation in the wake of the intense showers.So far, 425
pilgrims have been brought to safety in helicopters from
Lincholi and Bhimbali, while 1,100 pilgrims have
reached Sonprayag on foot from various places with the
help of rescue teams, according to police.Neighbouring
Himachal Pradesh also reeled under monsoon fury as
multiple cloudburst incidents killed five people and left
about 50 missing. Homes, roads and bridges were swept
away by torrents of mud and water. The state emergency
operation centre said the cloudbursts occurred in
Nirmand, Sainj and Malana areas in Kullu district,

minutes after the authorities saw the
email. She also said the school

informed the police and district

administration, and we are thankful to

the police - they supported us
magnificently as they came
immediately," she told
reporters.

"There are hardly any students
here, we are just waiting for a
few parents to come and collect
their wards.""Police and bomb
squad are here and they are
checking the premises. There
was absolutely no panic
amongst the parents," she
added.In June this year, several
museums in Delhi received a
bomb threat, which later turned out to
beahoax.

Prior to that, many schools and hospitals
in Delhi received bomb threat emails,
which also turned out to be hoaxes.

premises was being checked by the

bomb squad."We received an email
late at night which was checked early
morning today. As per the SOP, we
evacuated the students within 10
minutes of receiving the email. We

Commenting on the email, Shalini
Agarwal, the school principal said the
students were evacuated within 10

Akali Dal expels patron Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa for 'anti-party activities'

Padhar in Mandi and Rampur district in Shimla
district. The Manali-Chandigarh National Highway has
been damaged at several places due to landslides, an
official said.

FLASHFLOODS INJAMMU KASHMIR

While most parts of Jammu and Kashmir received
moderate rainfall on Thursday, torrential downpours in
some parts triggered flash floods.The Dachan area of
Kishtwar and the Khrew area of Pulwama
experienced torrential rains, leading to flash floods in
these localities.

308 dead in Wayanad
landslides, drone-based radar
to look for survivors

New Delhi: The death toll in Tuesday's massive
landslides in Kerala's Wayanad district crossed the 300
mark on Friday with rescuers racing against time to
search for survivors who are still trapped in collapsed
buildings and under the debris. So far, 308 people have
died in the landslides triggered by heavy rainfall in the
hilly areas of Wayanad.Rescue operations, which
entered the fourth day, will be further widened and also
include a drone-based radar to find the survivors.Over
200 people suffered injuries as rescue efforts were
hampered by various challenges, including treacherous
terrain due to destroyed roads and bridges, and a
shortage of equipment and a shortage of heavy
equipment, making it difficult for emergency personnel
to clear mud and uprooted trees that fell on houses and
other buildings.

WAYANAD RESCUE OPERATIONS UPDATES

A joint team comprising the Indian Army, NDRF, Coast
Guard and the Indian Navy were conducting the
searches in the affected areas. Each team will have three
locals and one forest department employee.Forty teams
of rescue personnel will divide the search areas into six
zones to carry out the rescue operations. The first zone
consists of Attamala and Aaranmala. Mundakkai is the
second zone, Punjirimattam is the third zone,
Vellarmala Village Road is the fourth zone, GVHSS
Vellarmala is the fifth zone and downstream of the river
Chaliyar is the sixth zone.

Police personnel from eight police stations surrounding
the river and locals who are experts in swimming will
also participate in the searches.Meanwhile, the Indian
Army found four people -- two men and two women --
who were stranded in Padavetti Kunnu in Wayanad.
They were evacuated by helicopter. However, one of the
rescued women is experiencing difficulties with her leg
and is receiving necessary medical attention. As many as
25 ambulances will cross the Bailey Bridge constructed
by the Indian Army in record time to Mundakkai after
the structure collapsed due to the landslides. The Indian
Air Force will deploy its C-130 aircraft from Hindon
airbase in Ghaziabad for the rescue operations and will
carry specialised drone systems along with a team of
experts to Wayanad for sub-soil evacuation monitoring
and searching for survivors.

New Delhi:The Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) disciplinary committee on
Thursday expelled party patron
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa from the
primary membership for anti-party
activities, including taking up the
leadership of expelled leaders.A
decision to this effect was taken
unanimously by a three-member
party disciplinary committee which
was presided over by chairman
Balwinder Singh Bhundur and |
included the other two members —
Maheshinder Singh Grewal and
Gulzar Singh Ranike.Briefing the
media about the decision, Grewal
said "The committee was of the
opinion that Mr Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa was not upholding the honour
of his post. He was not only issuing
unauthorised statements but was also
acting against the party’s constitution
and itsrich and glorious traditions".

He said the disciplinary committee also

took into account the various
statements issued by Dhindsa in the
recent past as well as the manner in
which he took on the leadership of the
eight expelled party leaders on
Wednesday.Disciplinary committee

"Instead of doing this, the disgruntled
leaders became part of a conspiracy
scripted in Nagpur to weaken and
divide the party. These leaders have
even given credence to the wild
allegations of the main perpetrator of

chairman Balwinder Singh Bhundur
said Dhindsa forced the party to take
this action. He said that the party, on its
part, had invited all the disgruntled
leaders to attend meetings and discuss
their misgivings in the party forum.

When due action was taken against

disciplinary committee members said
that indiscipline would not be tolerated
at any cost even as it appealed to
Punjabis to shun opportunist persons
who had entered into a conspiracy with
agencies to weaken the party.

the sacrilege of Sri Guru Granth
Sahibin2015", Bhundur said.

them, Mr Dhindsa sought to
come to the rescue of the leaders
and even tried to mislead the
party cadre by asserting he had
overruled the same. Now the
party has taken definite action
against Mr Dhindsa to set the
record straight", he
added.Meanwhile, the

during this period, with a one-time waiver on
rescheduling and cancellation charges," it read.

"Safety of our guests and crew remains our foremost
priority. For more information, please call our 24/7
Contact Centre at 011-69329333/011-69329999,"
the statement added.Air India operates four flights
from Delhi to Tel Aviv every week.In another
update on its website, Air India said it has cancelled
its flights AI139 from Delhi to Tel Aviv and AI140
from Tel Aviv to Delhi on August 1 due to
operational reasons."Passengers having confirmed
bookings for travel on these two flights, will be
provided with a one-time waiver on rescheduling
and cancellation charges. The inconvenience
caused is sincerely regretted," it said.

ED conducts first raid in Leh-Ladakh
region in fake cryptocurrency case

The raid, conducted
under the provisions of

the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act
(PMLA), targeted six

premises located in Leh,

Jammu, and Sonipat in
connection with a fake

cryptocurrency business

run by AR Mir and
others.

New Delhi: The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) of the Srinagar zone conducted its
first-ever search operation in the Leh-
Ladakh region on Friday.The raid,
conducted under the provisions of the

Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), targeted six premises located
in Leh, Jammu, and Sonipat in
connection with a fake cryptocurrency
business run by AR Mir and
others.According to the official
statement, thousands of investors had
invested their money in a cryptocurrency
named 'Emoillent Coin." However, they

have not received any returns or the
currency itself, following which multiple
FIRs were filed in the Leh region, while
numerous complaints have been lodged
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The agency launched the search operation

based on a complaint from Leh's
Additional District Magistrate. The
complaint named AR Mir and Ajay

Kumar Choudhary as the accused. A
probe held by a panel formed by the
District Magistrate revealed that AR Mir
and his agents were running a fake
cryptocurrency business under the name
“Emollient Coin Limited” from an office
at the Anjuman Moin-Ul complex in Leh.
Following the probe, the panel closed the
office.In an elaborate scheme,
individuals were enticed into buying the
fake cryptocurrency, Emollient Coin,
through cash, bank transfers, or Bitcoin
exchanges via a mobile app. The scam
promised investors returns of up to 40%
after a 10-month lock-in period.
Additionally, investors were incentivised
to recruit others, earning commissions of
up to 7% for direct referrals. This multi-
level marketing structure offered further
commissions of 3% at the second level
and 1% for subsequent levels up to the
tenth, creating a complex and deceptive
financial web.The investigation revealed
that 2,508 investors had invested a total
0fRs.7,34,36,267 in the scheme.
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Vladimir Putin receives
Russians returning to
Moscow after prisoner
swap

Moscow. Russian nationals involved in a
complex swap of prisoners with Western
countries arrived in Moscow late on
Thursday and were met at the airport by
President Vladimir Putin, Russian news
agencies reported.

The agencies quoted Putin as saying that the
eight returnees would all be presented with
state awards and that he told them that their
homeland "had not forgotten them, not for a
single minute".Also meeting the returnees,
according to the agencies, were the head of
the FSB intelligence service, Alexander
Bortnikov, the head of the SVR foreign
intelligence service, Sergei Naryshkin, and
Defence Minister Andrei Belousov.The
eight returnees included Vadim Krasikov,
convicted by a German court of killing a
Chechen dissident in Berlin, and two men
convicted of cyber crimes in the United
States, Vladislav Klyushin and Roman
Seleznev.

US recognizes
opposition candidate
Gonzdlez as the winner
of Venezuela's
presidential election

CARACAS. The stakes grew higher for
Venezuela's electoral authority to show proof
backing its decision to declare President
Nicolas Maduro the winner of the country's
presidential election after the United States
on Thursday recognized opposition
candidate Edmundo Gonzalez as the victor,
discrediting the official results of the highly
anticipated vote.

The U.S. announcement followed calls from
multiple governments, including close allies
of Maduro, for Venezuela's National
Electoral Council to release detailed vote
counts, as it has done during previous
elections.The electoral body declared
Maduro the winner Monday, but the main
opposition coalition revealed hours later that
it had evidence to the contrary in the form of
more than two-thirds of the tally sheets that
each electronic voting machine printed after
polls closed.“Given the overwhelming
evidence, it is clear to the United States and,
most importantly, to the Venezuelan people
that Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia won the
most votes in Venezuela’s July 28
presidential election,” U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said in a statement.

Maduro responded with a quick
admonishment: "The United States needs to
keep its nose out of Venezuela!”

The U.S. government announcement came
amid diplomatic efforts to persuade Maduro
to release vote tallies from the election and
increasing calls for an independent review of
the results, according to officials from Brazil
and Meéxico.Government officials from
Brazil, Colombia and Mexico have been in
constant communication with Maduro's
administration to convince him that he must
show the vote tally sheets from Sunday's
election and allow impartial verification, a
Brazilian government official told The
Associated Press Thursday.

Chinese parents install
spy camera in 20-year-
old daughter’s bedroom,
spark outcry on social
media

World. Social media in China is in an uproar
after a 20-year-old student went to the police
because her parents put a surveillance
camera in her bedroom, according to the
South China Morning Post.

The student, identified only as Li, went to a
police station in Beijing on July 26, seeking
help after fleeing from her home in another
province. Li, a second-year university
student, revealed that her parents had
installed a camera to monitor her every
move. They reportedly became violent,
hitting her and throwing her phone on the
floor whenever she made mistakes.

Li explained that this extreme parenting style
had caused her significant trauma and was
driving her to seek independence. She
planned to find part-time work in Beijing to
support herself and escape her controlling
parents.Concerned that her parents might
report her missing and cause a commotion,
Li went to the police to inform them of her
situation and ensure her safety. Police
officer Zhang Chuanbin reassured her,
stating that her parents’ approach was an
inappropriate way to show care. Zhang
contacted Li's parents and advised them to
respect their adult child's need for personal
space.Following this intervention, Li’s
parents agreed to remove the surveillance
camera, and she subsequently returned
home. However, the incident has sparked
widespread condemnation online, with
many criticising the invasion of privacy.

“So horrible. Having no private space at all
despite being 20,” commented one user on
Weibo.“Children are independent
individuals, not parents’ belongings — some
Chinese parents should keep this in mind,”
said another.

“Even a prison respects people’s privacy more
than this,” another person remarked.
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Donald Trump loses appeal of gag order in hush money criminal case

o The New York court's decision means

that Trump cannot comment publicly
about individual prosecutors and others
in the case until Justice Juan Merchan
sentences him on September 18, seven
weeks hefore the November 5 election.

New York .A New York state appeals court on
Thursday rejected Donald Trump's
challenge to a gag order in his hush money
criminal case, where the former US
president was convicted in May on charges
stemming from hush money paid to a porn
star.The decision by the Appellate Division
in Manhattan means the Republican
presidential nominee cannot comment
publicly about individual prosecutors and
others in the case until Justice Juan Merchan
sentences him on September 18, seven
weeks before the November 5 election.

Trump's lawyers have argued that the gag
order violated Trump's constitutional free
speech rights under the First
Amendment.The gag order is blatantly un-
American", Steven Cheung, a spokesperson

for Trump's campaign, said in
a statement.

AReuters/Ipsos poll released on
Tuesday showed Trump
locked in a tight race with
Vice President Kamala Harris,
who is poised to become the
Democratic nominee.Harris
led Trump 43 per cent-42 per
cent among registered voters,
within the margin of error.On
Thursday afternoon, Trump's
lawyers renewed their
demand that Merchan recuse
himself, citing his daughter's
work as a Democratic
political consultant and her "long-standing"
relationship with Harris.

They also said the "unjust and
unconstitutional" gag order restricts Trump's
ability to respond to Harris, saying she
framed her candidacy as that of "prosecutor
vs convicted felon." Harris served as
California's attorney general earlier in her
career.Merchan rejected a similar recusal
request by Trump before the trial began, and
another recusal request last year.

The judge imposed the gag order a few weeks
before the trial began on April 22, saying

Trump's history of making threatening
statements could undermine the proceedings.

Merchan's original order prevented Trump

from commenting on prosecutors, court staff,
witnesses and jurors. A separate order
against naming the anonymous jurors
remains in effect.Merchan lifted the
restrictions on witnesses and jurors
following Trump's May 30 conviction.

The Appellate Division, a mid-level appeals

court, said threats that Bragg's staff received
in the wake of the verdict continue to pose a
"significant and immediate" threat.

"Justice Merchan did not act in excess of

jurisdiction by maintaining the
narrowly tailored protections," the
five-judge panel said.The appeals
court upheld Merchan's original gag
order in May, citing the need to
protect people from "threats,
intimidation, harassment, and harm,"
and rejecting Trump's First
Amendment argument.

The order leaves Trump free to speak
about Bragg and Merchan.Jurors
found Trump guilty on 34 felony
counts of falsifying business records,
for covering up former personal
lawyer and fixer Michael Cohen's
$130,000 payment to adult film
actress Stormy Daniels.The payment was
made in exchange for Daniels' silence before
the 2016 election about a sexual encounter
she says she had with Trump a decade earlier,
which Trump denied. Trump won the
presidency by defeating Democrat Hillary
Clinton.The criminal trial was the first of any
US president. Trump faces up to four years in
prison, and can also be fined.

Time behind bars is rare for people convicted
in New York for falsifying business records,
especially those like Trump with no prior
criminal histories.

World Top Hamas leader Ismail

Haniyeh had travelled to Iran’s capital

Hamas chief Haniyeh killed by bomb snuck

into guesthouse 2 months ago: Report

Haniyeh was assassinated by an
explosive device covertly smuggled
into the Tehran guesthouse where he
was staying, the New York Times
(NYT) reported, citing officials. The
bomb had been hidden around two
months before his stay.

for the inauguration of President
Masoud Pezeshkian. He was put up in
a guesthouse run and protected by the
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps
in an upscale neighbourhood of northern
Tehran. He had often stayed at the
guesthouse during visits to
Tehran.Officials told NYT the bomb was
detonated remotely once it was confirmed
that he was inside his room at the
guesthouse, killing him and a bodyguard.
The explosion shook the building,
shattered some windows, and caused the

partial collapse of an exterior wall.In the
immediate aftermath, speculation centred
on the possibility of an Israeli missile
strike, but the operation exploited a
security lapse that allowed the bomb to be
planted and remain hidden for
weeks. While Israel has not publicly taken
responsibility for the killing, NYT
reported that Israeli intelligence officials
briefed the United States and other

Blinken.

Western governments on the details of
the operation.The United States,
however, denied receiving advance
knowledge of the assassination plot,
according to Secretary of State Antony

A public funeral ceremony for Haniyeh
was held in Tehran on Thursday, with
crowds of mourners paying their respects.
Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei led prayers for Haniyeh,
having earlier threatened "harsh
punishment" for his killing.Qatar is set to

hold funeral ceremonies for Haniyeh on

Friday, with Arab and Islamic leaders as

well as representatives of other

Palestinian factions and members of the
public expected to attend, reported AFP.
The assassination came just hours after
Israel conducted an airstrike in Lebanon's
Beirut, killing Fuad Shukr, a military
commander of Hezbollah, a Hamas ally.

Italy PM Meloni's pep talk to
boxer Angela Carini: 'In an
equal competition...'

World. Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni met
with boxer Angela Carini in Paris on Thursday,
offering words of encouragement after Carini
abandoned her Olympic bout against Algerian
opponent Imane Khelif. The match sparked a
heated debate on gender eligibility rules in
women's sports.

Meloni posted a picture of herself consoling Carini
and wrote in Italian on X, "I know that you won't
give up Angela, and I know that one day you will
get what you deserve through strength and sweat.
In a competition that is finally equal."

Carini described Meloni's greeting as that of a
mother meeting a daughter, urging her not to give
up on her dreams. The meeting came after the
Italian PM came out in support of her and said the
bout against Khelif was not a fight among
equals."I think that athletes who have male genetic
characteristics should not be admitted to women's
competitions," Meloni had remarked.Carini, 25,
lasted only 46 seconds in the fight after sustaining
a series of blows from Khelif, who had previously
failed a gender eligibility test at last year’s World

US continues to expect accountability from India on Pannu assassination bid

"As it relates to the news that you
mentioned out of Canada, I would
refer you to the Canadian
government to comment on issues
that are happening within their law
enforceent system," the official
said.We continue to raise our
concerns directly with the Indian
government at senior levels, he
added.In November last year, US
federal prosecutors charged Indian
national Nikhil Gupta with working
with an Indian government
employee in the foiled plot to kill

Gurpatwant Singh Pannun in New York.

WASHINGTON. The United States
continues to expect accountability from
India concerning the alleged role of an
Indian government employee in the
failed attempt to assassinate an
American citizen on US soil last
summer, an official said. We continue to
expect accountability from the
government of India in relation to the
alleged role of an Indian government
employee in the failed attempt to
assassinate a US citizen on US soil that
occurred last summer,? State
Department Deputy Spokesperson
Vedant Patel told reporters at his daily
news conference.We continue to raise
our concerns directly with the Indian
government at senior levels, he said.

Patel, however, declined to comment on a
news report alleging that Canadian
authorities claim to have arrested five Gupta, who was arrested in the Czech
Indian nationals planning to target a
Sikh separatist at a wedding ceremony.

extradited to the US on June 14.

Republic in June last year, was

Championships.The Italian pugilist fought back
tears as she ended the match, later telling the BBC,
"It could have been the match of a lifetime, but I
had to preserve my life as well in that moment."

The boxer refused to criticise Khelif's placement in
the women's competition, saying, "I wish her to
carry on until the end and that she can be happy. I
am someone who doesn’t judge anyone. [ am not
here to give judgements."Khelif's participation in
the women's boxing competition at the Paris
Olympics has been met with criticism from
prominent figures like JK Rowling and Elon Musk,
who argue that athletes with male chromosomes
should not compete in women's events.

The controversy surrounding Khelif's participation
has sparked a wider debate on gender eligibility
rules in sports.Last year, Khelif and Taiwan’s Lin
Yu-ting were disqualified from the women’s
World Championships in New Delhi for failing a
gender eligibility test. IBA President Umar
Kremlev had said.

Biden credits allies for prisoner swap with Russi

World. The US President shared an image with .
the families of Evan Gershkovich, Paul Whelan l'.l'
and Alsu Kurmashev and Vladimir Kara-Murza
standing inside the Oval Office. All four have
been released by Russia as part of the prisoner
swap deal."Today, I stood beside the families of
Paul, Evan, Alsu, and Vladimir in the Oval
Office as they spoke to their loved ones for the
first time since they regained freedom. These

Joe Biden
called the
multinational
prisoner swap
deal "a
powerful
example of why
it's vital to have
friends in this
world.

families never lost hope.

World. A plane carrying three freed Americans, including
journalist Evan Gershkovich and former US Marine Paul
Whelan, landed at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland late on
Thursday as part of a massive prisoner exchange deal
involving multiple nations, which saw 26 prisoners being
released.

Gershkovich, Whelan and Russian-American journalist Alsu
Kurmasheva were freed on Thursday by Russia as part of the
biggest prisoner swap since the end of the Cold War.

All three American detainees were warmly welcomed and
received by US President Joe Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris. They were also greeted and hugged by
families who had tears of joy and relief as they saw them
after a long time. "Welcome home," Biden told the released
detainees.According to the White House, the US had
negotiated the prisoner swap with Russia, Germany and
three other countries. The agreement, negotiated in secrecy
in Turkey's Ankara for over a year, had 26 prisoners,
including 16 of those coming to the West from Russia and

And today, they'll each be reunited with the |
missing piece of their soul," Biden
tweeted.Evan Gershkovich is a Wall Street
Journal (WSJ) reporter who was arrested by
Russia last March on espionage charges. Former
US Marine Paul Whelan was arrested in
Moscow in 2018 on espionage charges.
Russian-American journalist Alsu Kurmasheva
was accused of spreading false information
about the Russian military.Vladimir Kara-
Murza, an outspoken critic of Russia’s war in
Ukraine, was sentenced to 25 years in 2023. He
holds dual citizenship of Britain and Russia.

US national security advisor Jake Sullivan said
that no money was exchanged as part of the
biggest East-West prisoner exchange since the

- : i

eight being sent back to Russia from the West.

The families of the released detainees had an emotional
moment at the Oval Office as they spoke to their loved ones
by phone.In a brief conversation, Biden told the three
Americans that they were detained "wrongfully" and "we
were overwhelmed" that they returned home.

"We just want to say how overwhelmed we are. You've been
wrongfully detained for a long time, and we are glad you are
home," Biden told the released detainees as the families
stood around the presidential Resolute Desk.

"Every parent, child, spouse and loved one who joined me in
the Oval Office today has been praying for this day fora long
time," he said.In an emotional conversation, the mother of
Gershkovich, a Wall Street Journal reporter based in Russia,
told her son over the phone that it was her speaking.

"This is momma. Do you hear me? It's your mom,"
Gershkovich's mother told her son over the phone. The
entire moment was captured in a two-minute video posted
on the X handle of Biden's office.Gershkovich was arrested

end of the Cold War. He added that no sanctions
were loosened to facilitate the deal.
The landmark prisoner swap agreed by Russia, the
United States and several of its allies that freed

a: Why it's vital to have friends

|

16 people was more than two years in the making,
involving secret talks and complex diplomacy
involving Germany, Russia and the US, a
Reuters report mentioned.

Welcome home: Biden greets Evan Gershkovich, others freed in Russia prisoner swap

in March last year on espionage charges, which he and the
US government vehemently denied. He was subsequently
sentenced to 16 years in a high-security Russian
prison.Whelan, a former Marine who was working as a
corporate security executive from Michigan, was detained
in Moscow in 2018 and convicted on espionage charges. He
has been serving a 16-year sentence in a Russian prison.
Whelan and the US government have denied that he is a spy,
and Washington has designated him as "wrongfully
detained".Kurmasheva, an editor with Radio Free Europe-
Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), a media organisation funded by
the US government, travelled to Russia in May last year to
meet her mother. However, she was temporarily detained by
Russian authorities while waiting for her return flight and
her dual US and Russian passports were confiscated,
USAToday reported.The 47-year-old was initially fined for
failing to register her US passport with Russian authorities.
However, she was arrested and charged in October for
"failing to register herself as a foreign agent.
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From highs of T20 WCto

new dawn of Indian cricket:
Rohit's message for fans

New Delhi. A new dawn for Indian cricket has
begun with the change in the guard of T20I
captaincy and appointment of a new head
coach, Gautam Gambhir. After a clean-
sweep in the T20I series against Sri Lanka,
team India will aim to do a repeat of it in the
50-over format. The difference this time?
Two of the stalwarts of Indian cricket, Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli, are making a
comeback in ODIs after eight months. The
duo, who have dominated the 50-over
format for a decade, will aim to make a
memorable comeback.Ahead of the start of
the series, Rohit delivered a special and
rather emotional message to all the Indian
cricket fans. The video captured all the
memorable moments that the fans and the
players shared a few weeks ago. From
Rohit's captain's shoot in Barbados to the

victory parade near Marine Drive, the iconic
dance at the Wankhede Stadium, the video
haditall.

Abeginning of new era

Rohit, in the video, said that he still has the
urge to put his pads on and play for India in
the shortest format. In his usual avatar, the
captain addressed the fans and said that the
last one month has been really special, filled
with memories.

"Wow, what a month it was. Maza hee agaya.
Flooded with memories, etched in history. A
moment like this, which will stay with us
forever. So much so that I feel I can put my
pads on anytime for the shortest format.
Nahi yar, choro bhai. I had my time. I
enjoyed it, and it's time to move on," Rohit
said inthe BCCI video.

IND vs SL 1st ODI: Match Preview

Rohit also said that the series would be
marking the start of a new era with many
fresh and old talents in the side.”It's time for
us to get back on the field with the start of a
new era. A new start with a new coach. A
partnership that is going to hold Indian
cricket as paramount. It's time to hit the reset
button. It's time for us to get back on to the
field.

First ODI: Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli to start fresh
against Sri Lanka

CHENNAL India might have swept Sri Lanka
3-0 in the shortest format, but come Friday,
they will have to start fresh with the senior
pros, including captain Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli, back in the mix. For the skipper,
and the newly-appointed head coach Gautam
Gambhir, a new partnership begins as it will
be the first time they work together in their
respective roles for the Indian team.

Rohit, however, isn’t worried as much as he
explained what lies ahead on the eve of the
first ODI. “I have known Gambhir for a very
long time and we have played a little bit of
cricket together. He has a very clear mind
and knows what he wants from the team,” he
said, before adding, “Basically, our chats
have centred around what the team needs,
what are our shortcomings, BENGALURU:
The National AntiDoping Agency (NADA)

conducted a session for Indian cricketers at
the National Cricket Academy to spread
awareness about doping in sports and how to
create a fair sporting environment for
athletes. Dortmund signs Gross from
Brighton where have we done well etc. It was
a discussion on how to take the team
forward. But we don’t want to plan too far
ahead. We are here for three games, and the
idea is to take something back from these
three games, and learn how we want to play
and what we want to achieve in ODI cricket.”

Rohit reiterated that maintaining the standard
of Indian cricket and everything else comes
after. “At the end of the day, the standard of
Indian cricket is more important and while
doing that if you lose a game then it is
absolutely fine. You are still trying to do
something different and you are not
compromising on the standard. We are a
sports team, a cricket team, and we should
also be allowed to lose while we are trying to
do things differently. We want to achieve
something out of every series or game we
play, but not at the cost of not showing intent
or purpose,” he said.

New

New Delhi India's ace shuttler PV

Simone Biles claims six’rh Olympic Gold in
Paris, win women's all- uround title

Simone Biles won her sixth

Olympic gold in Paris, securing the

women's all-around title for the

second time. At 27, she became

the oldest champion since 1952,
extending her record as the most
decorated qymnast with 39 career

medals.
_— =

Delhi Simone Biles added another
chapter to her legendary career by winning
her sixth Olympic gold medal and her
second of the Paris Games on Thursday. In a
closely contested final, Biles triumphed over
Brazil's Rebeca Andrade to capture the
women's all-around title for the second time.
The 27-year-old gymnast returned to the top
of the gymnastics world eight years after
winning her first Olympic all-around title in
Rio. Biles is now only the third woman to
win this prestigious title more than once,
joining Larisa Latynina of the Soviet Union

(1956 and 1960) and Vera Caslavska of
Czechoslovakla(1964 and 1968).

Biles, a once-in-a-lifetime athlete known for
making the extraordinary look effortless,
led the field of 24 gymnasts with a score of
59.131 points. Andrade finished nearly two
points behind, earning a silver medal, while
Biles's US teammate Suni Lee, the
defending Olympic all-around champion
who has battled multiple kidney diseases
over the past two years, secured the bronze
medal."I just couldn't believe that I did it,"
Biles said afterward. "I know that I did it,
but I don't think it's hit me just yet. It will
probably hit me whenever I go back to the
[Olympic Village]. I'm just ecstatic with my
performances tonight. And we still have

three finals left for me. Now it's time to have
fun and the hard part is over.”

Simone Biles creates history

Biles also became the oldest women's all-
around Olympic champion since Maria
Gorokhovskaya of the Soviet Union, who
won gold in 1952 at the age of 30. Biles
continues the American dominance in the
event, becoming the sixth straight US
woman to win the title, following Sunisa Lee
(2021), herself (2016), Gabby Douglas
(2012), Nastia Liukin (2008), and Carly
Patterson (2004).

This historic victory marks Biles's 39th career
medal between the Olympics and world
championships, extending her record as the
most decorated gymnast in history. Since
winning her first national title in 2013, she
has claimed every all-around competition
she has entered.The final in Paris featured
multiple former Olympic champions,
including Biles and Lee, but it was primarily
a showdown between Biles and Andrade.
Biles began on the vault, executing a sky-

SL vs IND: Sri Lanka needs sharpening of
cricket awareness, says coach Jayasuriya

New Delhi. Sri Lanka's interim coach

Sanath Jayasuriya doesn't see a lack
of commitment in the side and feels
the players' cricket awareness needs
to be sharpened ahead of the start of
the ODI series against India. Sri
Lanka ended up being beaten by
India 3-0 in the T20I series after
losing all three matches from
winnable positions. In the final
match, Sri Lanka lost 7 wickets for
27 runs as India took the game into a
super over and won it.

Speaking ahead of the 1st ODI against

India on August 2, Jayasuriya felt

that the players need to learn on how to
tackle pressure better. He would open up
about the 'cricket awareness' aspect by
telling that the players need to think about
taking 2s and 3s on the big grounds in Sri
Lanka, instead of just looking at big hits.

SLvsIND 1st ODI: Preview
"I don't see a lack of commitment, but they

have got to tackle pressure better. Their
cricket awareness also needs sharpening.

We are taking the responsibility; you can't
go away from that. As long as they realise
that, and make sure that, we'll have to keep
giving them the confidence and support."

"When you talk about power hitting, I don't

think you need that much," Jayasuriya
said. "If you hit enough fours and enough
twos, you get the total that you need. The
[Sri Lankan] grounds are a little bigger.
There's no reason why you can't hit
boundaries, or twos, or threes. If you can

do that, you can get by without
hitting so many sixes."'

Jayasuriya backs Asalanka

Charith Asalanka would take
over as the captain of the white-
ball team during the T20I series
and Jayasuriya backed him to
perform well as the skipper. The
interim coach said that Asalanka
should be given time to perform
as a captain.

"Charith Asalanka is one of our
best players in this format, and
we need to remember that,"
Jayasuriya said. "But when you

get the captaincy, there is some pressure.

I've been there too. You have got to give

them a little time in that position.

"There are ten more players in the side, and

16 in the squad. We all have to get together
and give him the confidence too. At any
moment, the captain could click. Charith
Asalanka is someone who works really
hard. He's very professional and
communicates well."

PV Sindhu has no regrets with Paris Olympics
preparation, rues defensive errors

Sindhu had no regrets over the way
she prepared for the Paris Olympics
2024 but felt her defence let her
down in the Round Of 16 clash
against China's He Bing Jiao on
Thursday, August 1. Sindhu had a
close contest with Jiao on Thursday
but ultimately came up short in the
contest. The Chinese shuttler won
the battle 21-19 21-14 in 56
minutes.This would end Sindhu's
quest for a hat-trick of medals at the
Olympics. The Indian ace, while
talking to PTI, said that she should
have controlled things in terms of
her errors while defending. Sindhu,
who trained with Prakash Padukone
in Germany for the games, felt everyone did
their best to get her ready for Paris and the
rest was destiny."I should have controlled in
terms of a little bit of mistakes on my
defense is what 1 felt," Sindhu said,
reflecting upon the reason for her
defeat."Everybody worked hard, so we've

done whatever we could. Rest is destiny. I
don'tregretit," she said.

"I kept fighting still because you never know

anything can happen. Both of us were
fighting for each point because until the end
you can't expect."It's not easy win or easy
points, you can't think that you have finished
the game."

LA Olympics still 4 years away
Sindhu also commented on being at
the LA Olympics and felt that it was
still 4 years away. The Indian ace
said she is currently focused on
resting up a bit and taking a break
and coming back."It's still four
years away. So for me, right now, |
just go back and rest for a bit, maybe
just take some break and then come
back and let's see what it is because
four years is a very, very long time.
Solet's see," the 29-year-old said.
"It's sad. The result, I couldn't get
what I expected, but it's a journey,
isn't it?"It's been a wonderful
journey so far. There were ups and
downs, and I came back from an injury, and
everything was going on well. You can't
expect easy wins or picking the form at the
right time. Sometimes it might not be your
day. We all really worked hard."With
Sindhu and Satwik-Chirag's exit, Lakshya
Sen is India's only hope in Badminton at the
Paris Olympics 2024.

high Yurchenko double pike and scoring
15.766 despite a few steps back on the
landing. Andrade's Cheng vault earned her
15.100, setting up a close competition.On
the uneven bars, traditionally Biles's
weakest event, Andrade scored 14.666.
Biles made a significant error but
managed a score of 13.733. After two
rotations, Biles was in second place,
trailing Andrade by 0.267 points.
However, Biles's strength on the balance
beam and floor exercise propelled her
back to the top.
Biles overcomes challenges to win gold
Biles's latest win highlights her longevity
and resilience, especially after her Tokyo
2020 withdrawal due to "twisties." Since
then, she has focused on her mental health
and returned stronger than ever.
Incorporating music from Taylor Swift and
Beyoncé into her routines, Biles continues to
inspire and break boundaries.Reflecting on
the eight-year gap between her all-around
gold medals, Biles said, "It feels amazing. I
was a little bit naive in the process. So [
appreciate my craft a little bit more."Simone
Biles's achievements in Paris further cement
her status as the greatest gymnast of all time,
and her journey continues to inspire fans
around the world.

Harbhajan Singh's sarcastic jibe

at Pak journo over security
1ssues In country

New Delhi Former India cricketer Harbhajan

Singh slammed a Pakistani journalist who
tried to target him for his stance over India's
participation in the Champion Trophy 2025.
Harbhajan took a sarcastic jibe at the
Pakistani journalist who tried to mock him.
Harbhajan had supported BCCI's stance of
not wanting to send the Indian team to
Pakistan for the upcoming Champions
Trophy 2025. The journalist posted a
scorecard of Harbhajan getting hit for four
sixes by Shahid Afridi during India's tour to
Pakistan in 2006.The Pakistani journalist
tried to mock the former India player by
saying that these are the kind of security
issues he has been pointing out. Harbhajan
retweeted the post and shared a screenshot
from a newspaper from 2009 when the Sri
Lankan team bus was attacked by Pakistani
terrorists. He used this reference to point out

i

the security concerns within the country and
suggested that this was the reason as to why
the Indian team should not travel to Pakistan.

"No not for this . Cricket Mai Jeet har lagi rehti

hai. T will tell u the real problem is this .
Check the photo . Now get the Fa€e. out of
here . F ka Matlab samaj aa gya hoga ya
samjau? F means ur name . Plz don't think
what u r thinking th meaning of F. You know
what I mean ??Peace," Harbhajan wrote in
the caption on X.

Harbhajan slams Pakistani journalist
Pakistan bagged the hosting rights for the

Champions Trophy 2025. The country will
host a mega event after more than two
decades. After the terror attack on Sri Lanka's
team bus, Pakistan was banned from hosting
any international matches for a decade. Other
countries have started touring Pakistan now,
but amid the cross-border tensions between
India and Pakistan, there is no green signal to
their travel to the neighbouring country.

During last year's Asia Cup, as well when

Pakistan were hosts, India played all their
games in Sri Lanka. The BCCI is keen on
getting neutral venues like Sri Lanka or the
UAE for the Champions Trophy matches in
2025.

Unfortunate for Lakshya and Prannoy to

face each other in R16:

New Delhi

The majority of the Indian
badminton contingent were wiped out of the
Paris Olympics on Thursday, August I.
While PV Sindhu was knocked out by
China's He Bing Jiao, men's doubles duo of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
fell in a gruelling 3-game battle against
Malaysian pair or Chia-Yik. However, the
most hurtful result of the day was HS
Prannoy getting knocked out by compatriot
Lakshya Sen in the Round of 16 match at the
Games.Prannoy and Lakshya, who are
playing their maiden Olympics, were
expected to be medal contenders in Paris.
However, due to the nature of the draw,
unseeded Lakshya faced 13th-seed Prannoy
in the early stages of the tournament.
Reacting to the same, legendary Prakash
Padukone said that it was unfortunate for the
duo to meet this early in the tournament.
However, the former player and a coach

added that it was the nature of the game and
one had to obey the rules.

"It happens all the time, even in the BWF
events. So in the first round itself, you meet
each other. I think one of the Chinese
doubles, they meet in the pre-quarter itself. It
happens, the rules are very clear. It's already
announced beforehand. It doesn't matter
which country you come from," Prakash
Padukone told IndiToday on Thursday,
August 1.

Paris Olympics 2024: India Schedule | Full
Coverage | Medal Tally |

"But in the men's singles, I think it was a draw
and it happens. You know, if there are two
good players, sometimes you do. It's a little
unfortunate, but I think one has to obey the
rules and follow," he further added.Asked
about Lakshya Sen's chances of winning a
medal in the Paris Olympics, Padukone said

Prakash

that Lakshya was in good form. However,
his praise came with a slight caution and
warning, where he stated that past results did
not matter in the Olympics and one had to
overcome the pressure on the day that they
were playing.

"I think he's in good form. I think a lot of the
credit goes to the team led by Vimal. I'm of
course helping them but you know, in terms
of strategy and tactics they really worked

Padukone

hard. He seems to be in good form but needs
to maintain his form for the next three or four
days. As of now he seems good, but I think
each day is different. I always keep saying
that the past result, the future results,
whether you have beaten him in the past, all
of that does not matter. Just this one week,
you have to be at your best. You have to try to
reach the peak, and that's what we are hoping
for from Lakshya," Padukone said.It was not
meant to be for Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty. The former World No. 1 and
Asian Games gold medalists were knocked
out in the quarter-finals of men's doubles
badminton at the Paris Olympics on
Thursday, August 1. One of India's biggest
medal hopes, Satwik and Chirag lost to
higher-ranked Aaron Chia and Wooi Yik Soh
of Malaysia in three games - 21-13, 14-21,
16-21, in an hour and 4 minutes on Court 3 at
the La Chappelle Arena in Paris.
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Bewitches In Brown
Bodycon Mini Dress

arathi television actress Shivali Parab recently captured attention on social

media with her chic outfit. In the photos, Shivali is seen wearing a body-

hugging dress with a tie-dye pattern in shades of brown and beige. The outfit
perfectly accentuates her figure, giving her a sophisticated yet edgy look. Paired with
trendy sunglasses and holding a glass, Shivali exuded confidence and elegance. Her
minimalistic makeup and curly hair added to the overall appeal, making her look
effortlessly glamorous. Shivali captioned the post with the hashtags #shivaliparab,
#kalyanchichulbuli, and #love, reflecting her character’s name and her love for the
stylish look. The post quickly garnered attention, receiving over 13,000 likes and
numerous comments praising her fashion sense. There was another section of
netizens who trolled her.

On Shivali’s post, one user commented, “Don’t lose the popularity you gained from
the comedy shows™. Another commented, “It seems you’re also getting attracted to
Bollywood™. “This doesn’t suit you; you look better in traditional Marathi attire™,
someone commented.Shivali Parab is an active social media user and often engages
her fans through her posts and videos. She recently shared some

pictures on Instagram that were widely shared

on social media platforms. In the
pictures that went viral, she was
seen wearing a light blue
oversized shirt, perfectly
teamed up with denim
shorts. The shirt has
text written on it
which has created
some buzz
among her

fans. The text

~ written on

~ her shirt is

Onker 71.
Netizens
mockingly
questioned
whether the
s hirt
belonged to
actor Onkar

Raut.

Onkar was also
part of the
s h o w

Maharashtrachi

Hasya Jatra.
Shivali gained her
fame through this
show itself. Onkar Raut
himself commented on the
photo as well, he asked whether
this shirt had his name on it.

.
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Samnih Ruth Prabhu @

On Working With Varun Dhawan In Citadel Honey

Bunny: 'He's The Nicest Human Being'

‘ 7 arun Dhawan is gearing up for his OTT debut with *Citadel: Honey Bunny,” co-starring Samantha Ruth

Prabhu. The series has been generating buzz since its announcement, keeping fans eagerly anticipating its
release. Now, the wait is over as the makers have unveiled the much-awaited teaser and announced the

release date. At the grand launch event, Samantha Ruth Prabhu shared her experience of working with Varun
Dhawan for the first time, adding to the excitement surrounding the seriesThe actress heaped praises at her co-star
by stating, “All he thinks about from the moment he wakes up is how to improve his craft. He's constantly focused
on how to perform each scene better. Not only is he dedicated to his work, but he’s also one of the nicest human
beings I've ever met.”

She continued, “His wonderful sense of humor and positive
attitude make sure everyone on set is happy. He’s always
smiling, ensuring that there’s never a rough day for
anyone around him. In ‘Citadel,” he has brought a
completely new vision to his role, particularly in the
action scenes, showcasing a fresh and unique
approach.”The teaser, released on Thursday, introduces
Samantha as Honey and Varun Dhawan as Bunny, both™ ¢
playing spies. It opens with the track ‘Raat Baaki Baat
Baaki’ playing in the background, setting a nostalgic
tone. The teaser combines the elements of a gritty
spy thriller with high-octane action sequences and a ¢ :
love story, all set against the vibrant backdrop of the
90s. We see glimpses of Samantha and Varun
excelling in their spy roles, as well as snippets of
their on-screen romance. The teaser culminates in a
tense moment with Samantha pointing a gun at
Varun, leaving viewers eager for more.

Citadel: Honey Bunny is an exciting new spin-off

from the original Citadel series, which featured Priyanka Chopra and Richard Madden. Amazon Prime

Video has revealed that these spin-offs will take place in various locations, including India, Spain, Italy,

and Mexico, with Privanka’s series serving as the central hub connecting all the narratives.The first of

these spin-offs to debut is set in India, titled Citadel: Honey Bunny, and boasts a stellar cast. Joining the
ensemble are Kay Kay Menon, Simran, Soham Majumdar, Shivankit Singh Parihar, Kashvi Majmundar,

Saquib Saleem, and Sikandar Kher in significant roles. The series is slated to release later this year on

November 7.

Malaika Arora Is All
Smiles As She Goes On
Lunch Date With Son
Arhaan Khan
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part from being a model, dancer and
fitness influencer, Malaika Arora is also

a doting mother to Arhaan Khan, whom
she shares with her ex-husband Arbaaz Khan.
The diva has a very healthy bond with her 21-
year-old son and they are often seen spending
quality time together on vacations or lunch
dates. On Wednesday, the mother-son duo was
papped outside a restaurant in Mumbai.Several
pictures and videos of them have now surfaced
on social media. In one such video, both
Malaika and Arhaan are seen exiting the
restaurant and making their way to the vehicle.
As soon as they headed out, paps stationed
outside requested them to pose for a picture
together.

Malaika, who is a true fashionista, for the recent
outing opted for a casual outfit. She wore a
white deep-neck sleeveless top paired with blue
denim and white sneakers. She accessorised her
look with black shades and a grey handbag. As
for the tresses, she tied her hair in a messy low
bun style.Talking about Arhaan, the young star
kid wore a green T-shirt that he paired with
black pyjamas and white sneakers.

Malaika and Arbaaz Khan got married in 1998
and welcomed their son Arhaan in 2002. The
two parted ways in 2017 and have been co-
parenting Arhaan since then.Earlier while
talking to Hello Magazine, Malaika shared that
it was initially “tricky™ but now she and Arbaaz
have struck a balance in co-parenting their son.
She said, “For what it’s worth, touch wood,
we’ve finally struck a good balance. Initially, it
was a little tricky. And rightly so, because that’s
how life is. We both realized that whatever
happens between two adults, it should never be
reflected on a child—and we have found a
really friendly style of co-parenting.”However,
Arbaaz is now married to Sshura Khan,
whereas Malaika has reportedly ended her
relationship with Arjun Kapoor after a few
years of dating.Meanwhile, talking about
Arhaan, he recently made his debut as a
podcaster and launched his venture Dumb
Biryani, in collaboration with his friends.

Tara Sutaria Finds Love Again
After Break-Up With Aadar
Jain ? Here's What We Know

ooks like Bollywood actress Tara

Sutaria has given love another chance.

Sources close to the actress have
revealed that she has been seeing actor
Arunoday Singh for quite some time now.
Buzz is that, they have been secretly dating
for over a year and a half, taking their
friendship to the next level. It seems Cupid
has struck the duo, and they are now more
than just good friends.According to a report
in ETimes, “It all started from mutual liking
for art and led to the two currently finding
solace in each other. Tara’s family is not only
aware of Arunoday but also likes him a lot.
The two often go out on dates. It is just that
they have not hired a PR to publicize their
relationship.”

The source further added, “Tara wishes to keep
the relationship private, and Arunoday has
always been very private. The two are very
similar. They have the same penchant for the
English language and culture. They are also
very much into art. Reportedly they have also
been spotted the two on a date with Tara’s
mum and dad in a restaurant in Bandra,
Mumbai.Tara was previously dating actor
Aadar Jain. The two reportedly broke up
somewhere in January 2023 or a little before
that. In an exclusive chat with Newsl8
Showsha, Tara confirmed the relationship
has indeed ended Tara and Aadar parted
amicably and have decided to remain friends.
However, they haven’t been spotted together
in recent times. Arunoday Singh, on the other
hand has been living separately from his ex-
wife Lee Elton since their divorce in
2019.Neither Tara or Arunoday have
commented on their relationship. Last seen
in the 2023 survival thriller Apurva for
Disney+Hotstar, Tara is said to be a part of
the upcoming film titled Humraaz.
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