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Heart attack among techies
in 30s: How overwork, 70-
hour week and stress can
damage your heart

Just the other day, a 33-year-old executive, came to
the emergency in the evening as he suffered a
heart attack. [ had to do an emergency stenting in
all three of his arteries which were blocked well
over 90 per cent. He worked from home but rarely
detached himself from his laptop, logging in at 7
am and logging out at 8 pm. Then he took a 10-
minute break and living alone, ordered food
almost every day. He would have his dinner by
9.30 pm, would enjoy a smoke or drink
occasionally, take work or personal calls and
sleep by 11 pm.I recount this story to highlight
how punishing 12-hour work days (assuming
there is one weekly off) to meet the 70-hour work
week rule being advocated by the likes of Infosys
founder Narayana Murthy and now OLA CEO
Bhavish Aggarwal can cost the body. The young
executive’s life is a perfect example of how a
decade of long sedentary work hours, with the
stress of delivery deadlines that left little time for
him to unwind, amplified moderate risks or
underlying conditions faster. Remember the
young man slept the requisite hours but being on a
wire during the most productive decade of his life,
had poor sleep quality.] admitted another young
patient with a blood pressure of 200/115 mmHg,
without him feeling it (young people generally do
not feel symptoms of elevated blood pressure).
He did sports with a friend on weekends but that
wasn’t enough to offset his high-stress 14-hour
five day week.

HOW DO LONG WORKING HOURS AFFECT
THE HEART?Most of my patients are from the
tech park in Bengaluru’s Whitefield, between 20
and 35. All of them have a similar work profile —
no less than 12-hour workdays or long night
shifts, emergency duties, two hours of commute
time through congested roads and crunching
sleep, family time and recreation in about an eight
to ten-hour window, often interrupted by work
calls. Zero physical activity.

The body is clearly in a prolonged adrenaline rush
because of too much stress and demands made on
it. Excess adrenaline constricts the arteries that
supply the heart with blood, reducing blood flow,
hastening plaque buildup and inflammation.
Stress hormones like adrenaline and cortisol
cause the heart to beat faster, elevating blood
pressure in the process. Over time that damages
the heart, and even accelerates levels of blood
sugar, cholesterol and triglycerides. No exercise
means weight gain.Chronic stress results in
irregular heart rhythms, which can cause blood to
pool in the left atrial chamber of the heart,
contributing to clot formation. The clot can then
travel from the heart to the brain and result in a
stroke.

For those with underlying conditions like diabetes,
cholesterol or with a family history, even short-
term stress can dislodge plaques from the arteries
it narrows down, resulting in a blood clot that, in
its attempt to repair the torn wall of the arteries,
could grow large enough to block blood flow
completely and cause a heart attack. During
angioplasty procedures among the young, I have
often found that the plaque may not have been big
enough but the stress-induced thickness of the

Finepoint | Israel’s Assassination Spree Forces Iran to Choose: Total War or Total Humiliation

It remains to be seen whether Iran will go all in or make a symbolic attack like it did in April. Ultimately, Iran will lose face if it doesn’t respond but it will lose much more if it does

Iran’s ‘Axis of Resistance’ is in a crisis. If Iran is the
mothership, the Houthis, Hamas and Hezbollah are
its proxies, extending far and wide into the West
Asian region. These extensions of Iran have allowed
it to project power across the Middle East, tackling
its enemy Israel and keeping Arab powers in check.
But Israel attacked all three of these heavily armed
militant offshoots within days, and it has not even
spared Iranian territory in the process.

News of the assassination of Hamas political chief
Ismail Haniyeh in the Iranian capital of Tehran has
sent shockwaves across the world and has
embarrassed Iran. After all, he was a guest of Iran to
attend the inauguration of its new President Masoud
Pezeshkian, when he was killed in a blast. Before
this, Israel struck a building in another capital city,
Beirut in Lebanon, eliminating Fuad Shukr,
Hezbollah’s most senior military commander and a
right-hand man to the Shia militant group’s leader
Hassan Nasrallah. This was apparently in response
to a rocket attack by Hezbollah which killed 12
children in the Golan Heights, a Syrian territory
controlled by Israel since the 1967 war.Israel also
declared that Mohammad Deif, the military leader of
Hamas in Gaza, was also killed in an air raid last
month. And this is not it. The Houthis also got a taste
of Israeli retaliation when a crucial Yemeni lifeline,
the Hodeida port, came under attack. The massive air
strike on this Red Sea Port was an answer to a drone
attack by the Houthis.Israel is prepared for any
further escalation, it says, and is on high alert
anticipating a response from Iran. Meanwhile, Iran is
trapped in its own web. Israel has killed one of Iran’s
dearest guests in its capital city. Haniyeh was a guest
of the Iranians. He attended the inauguration of the
new Iranian President, met Supreme Leader
Khamenei with a warm hug and posed with the
victory sign with other Iranian leaders. That was the
last the world saw of him as he was killed before
dawn in his special residence in Tehran.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
reported it as a “Zionist raid” that took his life. It was
initially theorised that it was an Israeli missile attack,
and it raised serious questions about Iran’s air
defence capabilities. But it is now being reported that
it was actually a bomb placed inside the guesthouse
where Haniyeh was staying. And it was placed
almost two months before the attack. For two

months, the security apparatus in Iran failed to track
this bomb. When Haniyeh was finally inside, the
bomb was detonated remotely.This raises serious
questions about Iran’s security and intelligence
capabilities. This was a lapse at many levels, if it was
alapse at all. After all, how could it be so easy to take
Haniyeh out?This Hamas leader had been evading
the Israelis for decades, enjoying safe haven in

Qatar. Israel had been trying to take him out for
years. Haniyeh was no small target— he was the
political chief of Hamas since 2017, representing the
group in diplomatic conversations with Arab and
Western leaders. He shuttled from Turkey to Qatar
and Iran to secure funding for Hamas. This is why
some media reports will tell you that he was seen as a
so-called “moderate” face of Hamas. This is not
because he did not subscribe to the radical extremist
ideology of Hamas but because leaders engaged with
him behind closed doors to keep tabs on the
Palestinian movement in Gaza.

The truth is that Haniyeh was responsible for the

intense militarisation of Hamas during his time in
Gaza and was even accused of diverting
humanitarian aid to the Hamas armed wing. He is
also believed to have amassed a wealth of $4 billion
while being a leading face of Hamas. Israel believes
that he was involved in the gruesome October 7
Hamas attack which killed over a thousand Israeli
civilians. But the hunt is not over yet, as Israel has
hinted that its next target could be Yahya Sinwar, the
leader of Hamas within the Gaza Strip. With Haniyeh
gone, Hamas is searching for a new leader. Some say

AP needs more from centre to keep promises

that it could be Khaled Meshaal, who had previously

lost Iran’s favour when he supported a rebel

movement against Syria’s Bashar Al Assad. Meshaal
has already survived an assassination attempt by

Israel. In 1997, he was injected with poison by Israeli

agents in the Jordanian capital of Amman. But the

mission was botched, the agents were captured and

the then-king Hussein was so furious that he
threatened to hang the agents, and scrap Jordan’s
peace deal with Israel unless it shared the
antidote.

Under Netanyahu, who was in his first term at the
time, Israel agreed to hand over the antidote and
Meshaal was saved. If he returns to the
paramount position in Hamas, he will surely
need to watch his back or perish like his
predecessor.Coming back to Haniyeh’s death
which has caused serious embarrassment for
Iran. Everyone wants to know whether Iran will
respond. After all, all its proxies and its own
sovereign territory are under attack. Israel’s
message is pretty clear. No one is safe. So, will
Iran sit back down, take the loss and lose face as
a result— or will it strike back? If you go by the
reactions of Iran’s leaders, then revenge is right
around the corner. President Pezeshkian said, “I
raised his victorious hand and today I have to bury
him on my shoulders. Iran will make the terrorist
invaders regret their cowardly action.”

Meanwhile, Ayatollah Khamenei said, “The criminal,
terrorist Zionist regime martyred our dear guest in
our territory and has caused grief, but it has also
prepared the ground for a severe punishment... It is
our duty to take revenge.” Khamenei has even
ordered a direct attack on Israel, according to
reports.But it’s not as simple as it looks. Iran’s words
are failing to match its actions. In April this year,
Israel attacked the Iranian embassy in Syria and
killed several IRGC officers. Iran retaliated but it
seemed like it did not want a war. It rained down
missiles over Israel, almost all of which were
intercepted by the Iron Dome air defence systems.
The damage was little and by no means a major
escalation. Moreover, reports said that Iran had
notified countries in the region, indirectly tipping
Israel off about the attack and letting it prepare its
defences in advance.Could it be that Iran does not
want to be dragged into an all-out war with Israel.

Chief Minister Naidu reveals alarming debt figures and outstanding liabilities, raising concerns about the state’s ability to manage new welfare schemes and major projecis.

In a departure from tradition, instead of presenting a full- ¥

fledged budget, the Chandrababu Naidu-led Andhra |
government promulgated an ordinance for vote-on-
account with an estimated expenditure of Rs 1.29 lakh
crore for a period of four months. The reason was that
the state finance department was still finalising the
liabilities and resources. It sounds reasonable as the new |
government assumed charge in the second half of June. |
The government is likely to present the full budget in
September.What is of concern is not the vote-on-
account, but the chief minister’s remarks that the state’s
finances are in a terrible shape. He released a white
paper on the issue that paints a bleak picture. The white
paper says the overall debt stands close to Rs 10 lakh
crore and outstanding bills are at over Rs 1 lakh crore.
The state’s own resources are not enough to meet
essential expenditures like salaries and pensions. The
paper has been disputed by the opposition YSR Congress.
What cannot be disputed though is that the state is on a
sticky wicket.Revenues have gone up over the last decade

blood has led to quicker clot formation.

Begin at the beginning, the king said, very gravely, and
go on till you come to the end: then stop.”

Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

For millenniums, caste has been cast in stone in the
Indian psyche. Ironically, the legacy of
discrimination was carried forward when India
became a democracy, muddying the pristine
playground of liberation. The social pyramid was
turned on its head and generous generations
scrambled up the ladder of power as a genetic journey
to pelf. It also allowed uninterrupted caste-led
parivarvaad to thrive without facing challenges.

The legacy of the bloodlines of India’s rich and
powerful in politics and bureaucracy sustains the
system. However, a Supreme Court ruling last week
could derail the gravy train. The current
katzenjammer on caste—in parliament, elections and
institutions—agitated a seven-member Constitution
bench of the top court. Four of them led by Justice BR
Gavai felt that caste-based reservations are
meritocratic, nor bureaucratic or plutocratic.

Gavai, who could be the chief justice next year, wrote:
“The State must evolve a policy for identifying the
creamy layer even from the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes so as to exclude them from the
benefit of affirmative action. In my view, only this
and this alone can achieve the real equality as
enshrined under the Constitution... The question that
will have to be posed is whether equal treatment to
unequals in the category of Scheduled Castes would
advance the constitutional objective of equality or
would thwart it. Can a child of an IAS, IPS or Civil
Service officers be equated with a child of a
disadvantaged member belonging to the Scheduled
Castes studying in a gram panchayat or zilla parishad
schoolinavillage?”

If the Bhagavad Gita is the soul of India, caste is its
curse. What began millenniums ago as professional
identification was perverted through the ages to

barring the Covid years, but so has expenditure, with
welfare schemes accounting for a lion’s share. All avenues
to incur debt have already been explored, which leaves
Naidu with little elbow room. He has promised much

Caste reservation fabric needs new pattern

more than his predecessor Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy.
New schemes such as free bus travel for women, higher
investment for farmers, dole for the unemployed and
education subsidy for each child would cost the
exchequer more than the Rs 2.7 lakh crore spent on
welfare in the last five years. On top, the mandate to
complete the Polavaram irrigation project and develop
capital Amaravati would increase the financial burden.
Naidu is riding a tiger, in the sense that there appears to be
only one way forward. The Centre’s announcement of
Rs 15,000-crore aid for Amaravati must be re-
negotiated to make it a grant. The Polavaram project’s
terms must be amended as the Centre had set a condition
of paying at 2014 prices, whereas the AP
Reorganisation Act clearly states it is the Centre’s
responsibility to build the project. The implementation
of schemes could be staggered, which might invite a
backlash; but the government must be bold enough to
prioritise them. Without changes, the state could end up

staring ata debt trap.

create a parti pris paradigm to win elections.
Caste-based reservations began almost 125
years ago. Considering the plight of Scheduled
Castes and Tribes, the Constitution-smiths
added affirmative clauses for proportionate
representation of underprivileged castes in the \
executive and the legislature—a temporary
provision for justa decade.

Indian politics revels in status quo and subverts
change into stasis. No party has altered the
clause or dropped it. So it’s discussion over.
Instead, they’ve reserved the weltschmerz-laden
caste system for election manifestos.
Reservations were meant to raise the social and
economic status of India’s first post-
independence generation’s underclasses.
Instead, it has filtered down as a third-generation
prerogative. Reservation was meant as an
equaliser. Now it is a combo of oligopoly and
monopoly of the social elite. By their sheer
control over their part of the establishment, Dalit
and backward monarchs constructed a fortress-
like exclusive armature that denied right of entry
to those who were at the bottom of the pyramid.

While the establishment has sedulously secured

the advantages for itself, the constitutional

principle of checks and balance has come into play.
Making a powerful case for creaming the creamy
layer, Justice Gavali felt, “It is also commonly known
that disparities and social discrimination, which is
highly prevalent in the rural areas, start diminishing
when one travels to the urban and metropolitan areas.
I have no hesitation to hold that putting a child
studying in St Paul’s High School and St Stephen’s
College and a child studying in a small village in the
backward and remote area of the country in the same
bracket would obliviate the equality principle
enshrined in the Constitution.”Gavai wasn’t alone in
his views. Justice Pankaj Mithal added,

“Reservation, if any, has to be limited only for the
first generation or one generation, and if any
generation in the family has taken advantage of the
reservation and have achieved higher status, the
benefit of reservation would not be logically
available to the second generation.” If the judicial
stand is accepted by the states and the Centre, a
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe family will lose
reservation status if any member has availed it in the
past. The Supreme Court has diluted the quota
enjoyed by subjectively- and selectively-listed castes
by making it inclusive: bringing in more deserving
sub-castes that were left out.The creamy layer was
already eligible for OBC reservation. It excludes

people whose family income exceeds Rs 8 lakh
a month. The unfairness lies in agricultural
income not being included in the total income.
Hence, the landed backward-class peasantry
enjoys reservation’s benefits.Politicians are
unlikely to heed the judicial advice. Since the
categorising of reservations falls under the
legislature, it is highly improbable that the
political and bureaucratic nexus will yield to
fair play. Rural India is still an area of
darkness—a Naipaulian nightmare of
unpunished humiliation, bondage, rape and
murder. In the past three decades, politics, civil
services and business have become hereditary
institutions. Successive successors continue to
replace powerful progenitors. Caste-based
reservations are grossly misused by caste
leaders, too.

Though no official data exists about the number
of SC and ST youth entering the IAS, IPS, IFS
or IRS, a sample of current legislators in the
states and the Centre reveals every fourth
member got his or her seat from their parents.
Over the past two decades, the kin of at least 20
percent of services officers were from the same
Cosy Cub Club. Recently, a few youngsters
from poor backgrounds made the cut, but the
overwhelming majority of the marginalised classes
don’t have access to good education or skill
development that will empower them to compete
with upper-caste spawn.

V P Singh, prime minister during 1989-90, wanted to
restrict senior government jobs to one person per
family, irrespective of their caste. He felt that the
recruitment mechanism heavily favoured the
affluent. The joke doing the rounds in the power
circles then was about the unsaid convention of
children of senior officers appearing before a panel of
UPSC interviewers made up of ‘uncles and aunties’.
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Indian economy likely to
grow at 7-7.2 per cent in
FY25, says Deloitte

New Delhi. India’s economy is expected to grow at 7-7.2
per cent in the current fiscal year driven by robust
economic fundamentals and continuity in domestic
policy reforms, Deloitte India said on Monday.

The August update of Deloitte’s India Economic Outlook
said several initiatives in the Union Budget 2024-25
toward improving agriculture productivity, creating
jobs for the youth, and in manufacturing and addressing
the challenge of access to finance for micro, small, and
medium enterprises, would help improve supply-side
demand, curb inflation, and prop up consumer
spending, especially in rural areas.

Deloitte India Economist Rumki Majumdar said, India
would witness robust growth in the second half after a
period of uncertainty in the first six months of the year.

“Key contributing factors include the continuity in
domestic policy reforms, reduced uncertainties in the
US post-elections, and more synchronous global
growth within a low inflation regime.

“Additionally, improved global liquidity conditions, as
central banks in the West ease their monetary policy
stance, will enhance capital flows and drive higher
investments, particularly in the private sector,”
Majumdar said.

IndiGo launches
'IndiGoStretch’ business class

with fares starting at Rs
18,000

New Delhi. Leading airline IndiGo is all set to sell
business class tickets from mid-November on a handful
of domestic flights, its CEO Peter Elbers said on
Monday.

The airline's CEO announced while introducing the
airline's business class offering, 'IndiGoStretch', with
fares starting from Rs 18,000.“We are launching a
tailor-made business product on the busiest and
business routes of the country,” Elbers said at an event
in Delhi, organised ahead of the airline’s 18th
anniversary.The business class seats will be first offered
on the Delhi-Mumbai route, as it seeks to tap a growing

—_
—_—

number of premium flyers.The no-frills carrier’s
introduction of business class represents a strategic
shift from its previous all-economy model, reflecting an
increasing demand for premium services in the
country.The airline will debut its business class on 12
routes, including those to major cities such as
Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata, and Hyderabad.

"It's going to be a real good business class," Elbers said.

The move is expected to cater to the growing preference
for enhanced travel experiences among consumers.

Jupan's Nikkei 225 stock
index sinks 10%, registers
worst crash since 1987

The last time the Nikkei experienced such a
severe drop was on "Black Monday" in October
1987, when it plunged 3,836 points, or 14.9%.

Japan's Nikkei 225 share index plunged as much as 10%
on Monday, driven by heavy selling amid concerns that
the U.S. economy may be in worse shape than
previously expected.By midafternoon in Tokyo, the
Nikkei index was down more than 3,500 points at
32,385.01.The index had already dropped 5.8% on
Friday, and it is now headed for its worst two-day
decline ever.The last time the Nikkei experienced such
asevere drop was on "Black Monday" in October 1987,
when it plunged 3,836 points, or 14.9%.

The drop follows the Bank of Japan's decision to raise its
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benchmark interest rate on Wednesday, bringing it to
around the same level as a year ago.

Share prices have been falling in Tokyo since the
announcement.Adding to the turmoil, Asian equities
plummeted to multi-year lows on Monday as investors
rushed out of risky assets and into safe-haven bonds,
driven by fears that the Federal Reserve's prolonged
fight against inflation might have pushed the United
States into a recession.Meanwhile, the benchmark
Indian stock market indices, Sensex and Nifty, crashed
3% each.While the crash in the domestic markets
wiped out significant amount of investor wealth, the
situation was better than in other Asian stock markets.

New Delhi.

US recession fears to Middle East crisis:
Decoding global stock market crash

Stock markets around the
globe, especially those in Asia, crashed on
Monday on fears of a recession in the US
economy and rising geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East.The global stock
market meltdown was triggered by
widespread sell-offs, as investors hurried
to move their risky assets into safer
havens such as bonds and gold.Asian
stock markets took the biggest knock,
plunging to multi-year lows, with Japan
and the tech-focused markets of Taiwan
and Korea experiencing the heaviest
losses.It may be noted that Japan’s Nikkei
225 plunged the most since 1987 due to
the sell-off sparked by US recession fears
on Monday.Taiwanese stocks are down
approximately 18% since their peak in
mid-July but remain up over 11% for the
year.South Korean shares, which had
been marginally positive earlier in the
year, are now 6% below their starting
point. While the Indian benchmark stock

market indices, Sensex and Nifty,
crashed 3% each, they were still in
a better position than other Asian
markets.Factors behind global
market meltdownLast week’s
disappointing US economic data
raised doubts about the Federal
Reserve’s ability to engineer a soft

landing for the world’s largest S

economy and whether more
aggressive rate cuts might be
necessary to prevent a
slowdown.The uncertainty,
combined with rising tensions in
the Middle East and concerns over
tech earnings, intensified the global sell-

Investment Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said, “The rally in the global
stock markets has been driven mainly by
consensus expectations of a soft landing
for the US economy. This expectation is
now under threat with the fall in US job

creation in July and the sharp rise in US
unemploymentrate to 4.3%,” he said.
off.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief “Geopolitical tensions in the Middle East

also are a contributing factor,” he added.

On Japan’s stock market crash, he said the
bigger reason was “the unwinding of the
Yen carry trade which is bleeding the
Japanese market”, indicating that the
Japanese market is in crisis.

Santosh Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd, said,
“The global market is reeling as
bears enter with a cocktail of bad
news. The fear of a reverse Yen
carry trade, following an interest
rate hike in Japan, was the initial
catalyst.”“This was compounded
by fears of a recession in the USA
after extremely poor job data,
which spooked market sentiment.
China and Europe are already
grappling with slowdowns, and
escalating geopolitical tensions are

adding further pressure on the markets,”

he added.“We are witnessing signs of the
first meaningful correction in global
markets after an extended bull run.

Investors and traders should be cautious

and avoid rushing in immediately, as

better entry levels may emerge,” he said,
adding that the “the outlook for our
market remains very bullish”.

Rupee hits all-time low amid global
stock sell-off and US economic worries

NEW DELHI. Rupee reached an all-

time low on Monday as fears of a sharp
slowdown in the United States led to a
sell-off in global stocks and a pullback
from local equities.The rupee (INR)
fell to arecord low of 83.82 against
the US dollar. By 11:20 AM, it was
trading at 83.8125, which was a
drop of about 0.1% from its
previous close of 83.75 on
Friday.The decline in the rupee
came as Indian stock markets also
suffered losses. Both the
benchmark indices, the BSE
Sensex and Nifty 50, were down by
about 3% each.

Asian stock markets were down

across the board following a

disappointing US jobs report from
Friday. The report showed an
unexpected rise in the unemployment
rate for July, raising concerns about the

economic outlook.

Investors moved away from risky assets
due to worries that the Federal
Reserve's decision to delay lowering
interest rates might push the US

economy into a recession. The delay is
seen as part of a broader effort to
combat inflation.On Monday, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
intervened to support the rupee.

According to traders, state-run banks
were seen selling dollars intermittently,
likely on behalf of the RBI, to help
stabilise the local currency.The US
dollar index was down 0.3% at 102.85,
while most Asian currencies
gained between 0.3% and 2.2%.
US bond yields also fell sharply. The
10-year Treasury yield dropped by
8 basis points to 3.71%, its lowest
level since July 2023. This drop in
yields came amid rising
expectations that the Federal
Reserve might soon lower rates
more aggressively.In a recent note,
DBS Bank said that markets are
increasingly worried about a
potential economic slowdown.
They mentioned that while some
analysts are predicting significant rate
cuts, they believe a 50 basis point cut
would be sufficient for now.

Sebi amends mutual fund rules to
curb front-running, insider trading

NEW DELHI. Capital markets regulator
Sebi has amended mutual fund norms
requiring Asset Management
Companies (AMCs) to put in place an
institutional mechanism to identify and
deter front-running and insider
trading in securities.Additionally, the ¢
management of AMCs will be
responsible for ensuring the
effectiveness of the institutional
mechanism.Also, the regulator has
directed AMCs to have a whistle-
blower mechanism.This came in the ||
wake of Sebi's passing two orders ||
regarding front-running cases |
involving Axis AMC and Life
Insurance Corporation of India
(LIC).

In a gazette notification dated August 1,
Sebi said, "Asset management
companies shall put in place an
institutional mechanism, as may be
specified by the Board, for the
identification and deterrence of

potential market abuse including front-
running and fraudulent transactions in
securities."Front-running refers to an
illegal practice, where an entity trades
based on advanced information from a

stock broker or analyst before the
information has been made available to
clients.As per the notification, the
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) or
Managing Director (MD)or such other
person of equivalent or analogous rank

and Chief Compliance Officer of the
asset management company will be
responsible and accountable for the
implementation of such an institutional
mechanism."The asset management
company shall establish,
implement and maintain a
documented whistle-blower
policy that shall provide for a
confidential channel for
employees, directors, trustees, and
other stakeholders to raise
concerns about suspected
fraudulent, unfair or unethical
practices, violations of regulatory
or legal requirements or
governance vulnerability, and
establish procedures to ensure
adequate protection of the
whistleblowers," Sebi said.To give
these effects, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has
amended mutual fund rules, which will
come into force from November 1.

Sensex falls over 2,500

points, Nifty crashes; Rs 18
lakh crore wiped out

New Delhi. Benchmark indices, Sensex and Nifty,
tumbled sharply for the second consecutive
session today, mirroring global market fears of a
potential recession in the US economy.

Investor wealth declined by Rs 18 lakh crore, with
the market valuation dropping to Rs Rs 443.29
lakh crore from the previous session’s Rs 457.16
lakh crore. The S&P BSE Sensex was down 2,345
points lower at 78,636.37 at around 12:09 pm,
while the NSE Nifty50 plunged 698.70 points to
trade at 24,019.The market downturn was broad-
based, with small and midcap stocks
experiencing significant declines.

Several top multibagger stocks declined sharply
during the session.Volatility surged as global
market uncertainty took its toll. All major
sectoral indices suffered substantial losses in
realty, I'T, banking, and financial services stocks.

Factors behind today's stock market crash

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist
at Geojit Financial Services, highlighted US job
data, which led to a global sell-off, was the key
factor behind today's steep fall in Sensex and
Nifty.He explained that expectations of a soft
landing for the US economy is now in jeopardy
due to adecline in job creation in July and a sharp
rise in the US unemployment rate to 4.3%.

Geopolitical tensions in the Middle East are also
exacerbating market fears, Vijayakumar noted.

Another critical factor is the unwinding of the Yen
carry trade, which has significantly impacted the
Japanese market. The Nikkei index's crash by
over 4% this morning signals a crisis in the
Japanese market.Vijayakumar also pointed out
that valuations in India remain high, particularly
in the mid and smallcap segments, driven mainly
by sustained liquidity flows. Overvalued sectors
such as Defence and Railways are expected to
face pressure. He advised investors against
rushing to buy during this correction and to wait
for market stabilisation.Amid the ongoing sell-
off, Sameet Chavan, Head of Research,
Technical and Derivatives at Angel One,
highlighted the importance of staying vigilant
and monitoring global developments.He advised
observing these trends thoroughly over the
weekend to be well-prepared to respond
effectively.Meanwhile, Tanvi Kanchan, Head -
UAE Business & Strategy, Anand Rathi Shares
and Stock Brokers, said, "The broader indices
traded at a negative zone, emulating the global
indices after the Nasdaq and the S&P lost 3.2% in
2 trading days, post the federal reserve decided to
hold interest rates.

PV sales rise 10 per cent in July on new
launches, enhanced discounts: FADA

NEW DELHI. Passenger vehicle retail
sales in India witnessed a 10 per cent on-
year jump in July driven by new model
launches and enhanced discounts,
industry body FADA said on Monday.

Total passenger vehicle retail sales rose to
3,20,129 units in July, as compared to
2,90,564 units in July 2023."Dealers
reported benefits from good product
availability, attractive schemes, and a
wider range of products," the Federation
of Automobile Dealers Associations
(FADA) Vice President C S Vigneshwar
said in a statement.Heavy rains, low
consumer sentiment, and intense
competition posed challenges but dealers
managed to sustain sales through strong
promotions and incremental discounts, he
added.Vigneshwar, however, noted that
the growth is accompanied by high
inventory levels which has surged to a
historic high of 67-72 days, equating to
Rs 73,000 crores worth of stock.

"This poses a substantial risk for dealer Commercial vehicle retail sales grew 7 per
cent year-on-year to 80,057 units last
month."Positive factors included growth
in the construction and mining sectors,

sustainability, necessitating extreme
caution. FADA urges PV original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to be

vigilant about potential dealer failures
due to these high inventory levels," he
stated.lIt is also crucial for the Reserve
Bank of India to mandate financial
institutions to implement stringent
checks before releasing inventory
funding, preferably requiring dealer
consent or collaterals to prevent the
escalation of NPAs, he added.
Two-wheeler retail sales last month
stood at 14,43,463 units, an increase
of 17 per cent over 12,31,930 units in
July 2023.The segment experienced
notable growth due to a thriving rural
economy, positive monsoon effects,

and the government's support programs
enhancing rural incomes, Vigneshwar
oted."The introduction of new products
and better stock availability also
contributed significantly, despite market
slowdowns in certain regions, excessive
rains, and increased competition," he

added.

Te——

while challenges such as continuous
rainfall, negative rural market sentiment,
poor finance availability, and high vehicle
prices were also noted," Vigneshwar said.
Tractor sales declined 12 per cent year-on-

yearto 79,970 units in July.

FADA, which collated vehicle registration
data from 1,568 out of 1,645 RTOs across
the country, noted that the near-term
outlook across the auto retail segments
shows a blend of optimism and caution.

Two-wheeler sales are expected to be
buoyed by factors such as a growing rural

economy, positive monsoon impacts
and the introduction of new products.
The festive season beginning after the
Aadi festival and favourable
agricultural conditions are also likely
to contribute to increased
sales.However, heavy rainfall,
ongoing agricultural activities and
inconsistent monsoon patterns may
dampen demand in certain areas.
FADA noted that the PV segment could
see mixed results in the near-term.
While the festive season, attractive
schemes and good monsoon are
expected to boost sales, concerns over
low consumer sentiment, heavy rainfall
and a lack of new product launches
persist, it said.High inventory levels pose
a significant risk and it is crucial for PV
OEMs to avoid further increases in stock
to prevent financial strain on dealers,
FADA said.The CV segment faces a
modest outlook, with positive factors
including improved market reach and the
festive season, tempered by challenges
such as bad freight rates and ongoing
rainfall, it added.
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J&K BJP to mark 5th anniversary of
abrogating Article 370, Opposition to protest

New Delhi: Security has been beefed up
across Jammu and Kashmir as the BJP is
set to hold an 'Ekatma Mahatsav' rally
commemorating the Sth anniversary of
the abrogation of Article 370 today. Five
years ago, on August 5, Article 370,
which gave a special status to the
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir,
was repealed. Following this, the state
was split into two Union
Territories.Slamming the BJP for
organising a rally to celebrate the
revocation of Article 370, the opposition
bloc, including Congress and the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), termed August
5 a"black day."A local PDP leader stated
that the protest would be held outside the
party headquarters in Gandhinagar.

Speaking with news agency PTI, a
spokesperson for the Democratic
Progressive Azad Party (DPAP) stated
that the party will also hold a protest at
Maharaja Hari Singh Park to condemn
the abrogation of Article 370.0On

Monday, the ‘Ekatma Mahotsav’ rally Hitting out at the J-K BJP for its The BJP is set to celebrate five years since the abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and
“shamelessness and compulsion 10 Kaghmir. The Opposition, however, has announced plans to protest against this move.

will take place at Bana Singh Stadium in
R S Pura, commemorating the complete
integration of Jammu and Kashmir with
the rest of India on August 5, 2019, under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, stated J-K BJP General
Secretary and former MLC Vibodh
Gupta.“The day of August 5, 2019 is a
very important day in our lives. On this
vital day five years ago, a historic blunder
was corrected, and we, the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, united completely
with the rest of India. We are now able to
enjoy all the rights and liberties and are
progressing on the path of development,”
Gupta was quoted as saying by PTI in its
report.Lambasting the BJP over
celebrating the abrogation of Article 370,
J-K Congress chief spokesperson
Ravinder Sharma said, “What was
achieved in five years, the BJP should
answer to the people, especially Dogras,
instead of rubbing salt on their wounds.”

celebrate the day of J-K’s destruction,"

Sharma stated that the party is
“celebrating the downgrading” of the
historic Dogra state, taking away the
status, dignity, identity, and rights of the
people of J&K.

Amarnath Yatra Suspended For A Day

In the wake of the 5th anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370, the Jammu and
Kashmir administration has suspended
the Amarnath Yatra for a day. As a
precautionary measure, no fresh batch of
pilgrims was allowed to leave the !
Bhagwati Nagar base camp.This year,
over 4.90 lakh pilgrims have paid their
respects at the 3,880-meter-high cave
shrine till now."The yatra has been halted
for the day as a precautionary measure.
No fresh batch was allowed from Jammu
to Kashmir today," an officer told
PTI.The Amarnath Yatra began on June
29 and will conclude on August 19.

N
oy

Meanwhile, as a security measure, Amarnath Yatra has been suspended for a day.

"Strange Coincidence": Court On
Deaths In Delhi Home For
Mentally Challenged

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Monday remarked that
the recent deaths of 14 inmates in the city government-
run Asha Kiran shelter home for the mentally
challenged was a "strange coincidence" and directed the
social welfare secretary to visit the premises on August
6 and file a report.Noting that "nearly all" the dead
suffered from tuberculosis, a bench headed by Acting
Chief Justice Manmohan directed the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) to test the quality of water in the shelter home as
well as the condition of water and sewer pipelines and
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The bench, also comprising Justice Tushar Rao Gedela,
emphasised that "curative measures" were needed in the
matter and said if the shelter home was overcrowded,
the authorities would decongest it and move some
inmates to another facility.

The court, hearing a PIL seeking a probe into the deaths,
listed the matter for further hearing on August 7.Since
February, 25 inmates have died at the centre, currently
housing 980 "intellectually disabled" persons,
including men, women and children, according to
official data.

"(oaching Centres Have
Become Death Chambers":
Top Court On Delhi Tragedy

New Delhi: Coaching centres have become "death
chambers" and are playing with the lives of children,
the Supreme Court said today, issuing notice to the
Centre and the Delhi government over last month's
death of three Civil Service aspirants.They drowned
after the basement of a coaching centre in Delhi's
Rajendra Nagar - operating in violation of civic and
fire safety rules - was flooded due to heavy rainDuring
the hearing the Supreme Court, which had taken suo
moto cognisance of the tragedy, accused the coaching
centres of "playing with the lives of children".

The court also demanded to know what rules, if any, had
been laid down for coaching centres, of which there are
hundreds, potentially, in Delhi alone, many of which
charge exorbitant fees to prep students for the IAS
entrance exam and yet operate in unsafe environments.

"These places have become death chambers. Coaching
institutes can operate online unless there is full
compliance of safety and basic norms for a dignified
life. Coaching centres are playing with the lives of
aspirants..." Justice Surya Kant and Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan said.These norms should include proper
ventilation and safe entrances and exits, the court said.

The Supreme Court also imposed a fine of ? 1 lakh on a
petition - the Coaching Institute Federation - for
challenging a Delhi High Court order to shutdown all
such business that have not passed civic and fire safety
checks; nearly three dozen such centres were
closed.The students' deaths - the result of drains failing
to clear stagnant rainwater that was washed back into
the basement with sewage - have triggered a row over
infrastructure in the city. The Delhi High Court ripped
into police ad city officials last week; "Some officer
has to be liable... these people must be alive," the court
said before it transferred inquiries to the CBI.A furious
court asked serious questions of the Municipal
Corporation and its ability to plan and maintain city
infrastructure, particularly in times of crises like
floods.

Indians in Bangladesh advised to
exercise 'exireme caution' amid protests

New Delhi:India on Sunday night
strongly advised all its nationals
presently residing in
Bangladesh to |
exercise "extreme ‘
caution" and restrict
their movements in %~
the wake of fresh =
waves of violence in g
the neighbouring
country.In its latest
advisory, India also
asked its citizens not
to travel to
Bangladesh till
further notice.At least
90 people, including
14 policemen, were
killed on Sunday in fierce clashes
between security forces personnel and
anti-government protesters in different

parts of Bangladesh, according to
reports from Dhaka.

The protesters are demanding the

resignation of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina."In view of ongoing
developments, Indian nationals are

strongly advised against travelling to
Bangladesh till further notice," the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said in the advisory.
"All Indian nationals presently
in Bangladesh are advised to
exercise extreme caution,
restrict their movements and
remain in contact with the
High Commissio of India in
Dhaka," it sad.The student
protests in Bangladesh
started last month against a
controversial job quota
scheme. The protests now
have turned into an anti-
government agitation.On
July 25, the MEA said
around 6,700 Indian students returned
from Bangladesh in view of the
situation in that country.

"Won't Apologise To Any Official,

But...":

Kolkata: A day after the Trinamool
Congress leadership asked him to step
down from the ministry and apologise
to a forest department woman official
for threatening and verbally
abusing her, West Bengal
Correctional Services
minister Akhil Giri on
Monday said he had sent his
resignation to the Chief
Minister's Office.

The TMC MLA from
Ramnagar, however, said that
he would not apologise to any
official but to Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee."l have
tendered my resignation
through chief secretary to the
Chief Minister's Office. But I
will not apologise to any official. I may
apologise to the chief minister," Giril
told reporters while coming out of the
MLA hostel in the southern part of the
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"I lost my cool that day seeing people's

sufferings and how the forest
department people were torturing
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them. I am sorry for using one
particular word, but not for whatever
else I said. Whatever I have done is for
the cause of the people," Giri said.The
Ramnagar MLA further alleged that
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Bengal Minister Resigns

small-time businessmen had paid

forest department officials bribe to

start shops on department land near the

Tajpur sea beach in Purba Medinipur
district.

7 wzr Girl, who has been with the

TMC since it was founded in

g 1998, said he would write in
wa w  detailto the CM regarding the

events that led to his losing
cool.Asked about his plans on
whether he would join the
BJP, Giri said, "What would I
be doing? My term is till 2026,
I will be working as an MLA
as per the requirement of my
party.On Sunday, Giri,
flanked by locals was seen in
videos threatening forest
ranger Manisha Sahu, warning her of
reducing her tenure after she and her
team removed encroachments on forest
department land near Tajpur beach.
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Air Force approves
production of 200
Astra missiles

New Delhi:The Indian Air Force (IAF) has given
clearance to the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and the
Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) to produce 200
Astra air-to-air missiles for its Su-30 and LCA
Tejas fighter aircraft.The clearance was given to
the DRDO and public sector firm BDL, during a
recent visit by Indian Air Force Deputy Chief Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit to Hyderabad.While
DRDO is the development agency for the project,
BDL is the production agency for it, senior defence
officials told India Today TV.

The programme was cleared by the Defence
Acquisition Council for the IAF and Indian Navy,
under which 248 missiles were expected to be
produced for both services in 2022-23.These series
of air-to-air missiles are part of the Astra program,
which aims to enhance the aerial combat
capabilities of the Indian Armed Forces. The Astra

Mark 1 missile, a predecessor to the Mark 2, has
already been successfully inducted into both the
IAF and the Navy.Senior defence officials
informed India Today TV that work is currently
underway on the Astra Mark 2 missiles and the first
test of this 130 km strike range missile is scheduled
to take place in the upcoming months.

DRDO is focusing on developing a special motor to
extend the missile's range, they said.The existing
Astra Mark 1 missile has a range of up to 100
kilometres, with the potential for further extension.

The journey towards developing an indigenous air-
to-air missile system began in 2001, when the
DRDO initiated discussions with various
stakeholders. The aim was to design and develop a
missile system capable of engaging adversary
targets beyond visual range.Hyderabad’s Defence
Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL)
was subsequently identified as the nodal lab for this
project. A dedicated task force was formed to
undertake preliminary studies and drive the project

forward.

Heavy rain alert in 5 states, river
water level rises in Jharkhand, Bengal

New Delhi: The India Meteorological
Department issued a red alert for western
Madhya Pradesh, eastern Rajasthan,
Gujarat, the Konkan region, Goa, and
central Maharashtra on Sunday, saying
that the states and the region would
receive "heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall" for coming few days. On
the other hand, river water levels are
rising in Pune, Jharkhand, and West
Bengal. Authorities are monitoring
the situation closely and have
advised residents to take the
necessary precautions.Speaking
with news agency ANI, IMD
scientist Dr. Naresh Kumar said,
"The monsoon is in its active phase.
There is a deep depression in North
East MP. There is low pressure in
southwest Rajasthan. We expect
extremely heavy rainfall in western
Madhya Pradesh, eastern Rajasthan,
Gujarat, the Konkan region, Goa, and
central Maharashtra, for which we have
also issued a red alert. There will be no

(o

rain in Delhi-NCR in the next two
days."Kerala, coastal Karnataka, and
Tamil Nadu are expected to witness
heavy rain in the coming days, he stated.
"When the monsoon trough comes to its

near position, light to moderate rainfall is
expected in Delhi," he added.On
Monday, the National Defense Response
Force rescued seven people who were
stranded in Hinglaj village in Gujarat's
Valsad district in wake of the heavy rain
and high tide in the Auranga river.
According to the official, the stranded

people were fishermen.In light of the
significant water discharge from the
Khadakwasla, Mulshi, Pavana, and other
dams in the Pune region, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde has
directed authorities to remain
vigilant. He emphasised the
importance of relocating residents
from hazardous areas to safer
locations with the support of the
NDRF, SDRF, and the Army, if
necessary.According to officials from
Maharashtra's irrigation department,
35,000 cusecs of water have been
released from the Khadakwasla dam
due to heavy rainfall in the catchment
areas over the past two weeks. The
ghat section of Pune district has
experienced particularly intense rainfall
in the last two days.In response to the
heavy downpours and water discharge
from the Khadakwasla dam, army
personnel have been deployed to assist in
an inundated residential area in Pune,
Mabharashtra, officials stated.

On Sunday, heavy rains swept across
western and central India, while a
cloudburst in Jammu and Kashmir forced
the closure of the vital Srinagar-Leh
national highway. This disruption has
severed the Kashmir Valley's connection
to Ladakh and rendered the Baltal base
camp for the Amarnath Yatra
inaccessible.The recent landslides in
Kerala's Wayanad and Himachal Pradesh
have resulted in a tragic loss of life, with
the death toll rising to 358 and 13,
respectively. In addition, over 370
individuals, including pilgrims, who
were stranded along the rain-damaged
trek route to Uttarakhand's Kedarnath,
have been successfully evacuated.

In the wake of the rising water level of the
Godavari River due to heavy rains, the
Nashik district administration has urged
people to stay alert. An official stated that
a total of 4,000 cusecs of water were
released from the Gangapur dam, leading
to a spike in the water level of the
Godavari.
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Robert F Kennedy Jr
admits to dumping dead
bear in New York's
Central Park

Wilmington Independent US presidential
candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr said in a
video posted online on Sunday that he
dumped a dead bear in New York City's
Central Park a decade ago and staged it to
look like a bike had hit it.

Kennedy suggested in the video, which was
posted on social media platform X, that he is
trying to get ahead of a not-yet-published
story from the New Yorker."Looking
forward to seeing how you spin this one,
@NewYorkera€z" Kennedy posted on his
X account with a video of himself at a
kitchen table talking to comedian Roseanne
Barr.Kennedy said in the video that he was
driving to the Hudson Valley in New York
state when a woman in a van in front of him
hit a young bear and killed it. He put the
bear's body into the back of his car because
he was going to skin the bear and store its
meat at his house, he said.But after a late
dinner in New York City at the Peter Luger
Steak House, he had to go straight to the
airport and did not want to leave the bear in
his vehicle."I had an old bike in my car that
somebody asked me to get rid of. I said,
'Let's go put the bear in Central Park and
we'll make it look like he got hit by a bike,"
he said and then laughed, saying it would be
"amusing" for whoever found it.

The Kennedy campaign did not immediately
comment further on the incident.

In October 2014, the body of a black bear cub
was found in the bushes of Central Park and
police launched a criminal investigation
into the death.Foul play was suspected in the
case, Reuters reported at the time, and state
wildlife officials later concluded it was
likely struck and killed by a vehicle.

Kennedy said in the video that the New Yorker
had asked him about the incident and was
planning on doing a "big article" about him.
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US deploying additional forces in Middle
East to de-escalate tensions: White House

Washington. The US is deploying additional
military might in the Middle East as a
defensive measure with a goal of de-
escalating tensions in the region, a White
House official said on Sunday.Regional
tensions have increased following the
assassination on Wednesday of Ismail
Haniyeh, the leader of the Palestinian
Islamist group Hamas, in Tehran a day after
an Israeli strike in Beirut killed Fuad Shukr,
a senior military commander from the
Lebanese group Hezbollah. Both groups are
backed by Iran.There are mounting fears
that Israel's war against Palestinian militants
in Gaza, which began last October after
attacks on the Jewish state, could escalate
into a wider Middle East conflict. Iran and
Hamas have blamed Israel for Haniyeh's
killing in the Iranian capital, and they,
together with Hezbollah, have vowed
revenge. Israel has not claimed or denied
responsibility.U.S. President Joe Biden will
convene his national security team in the
situation room on Monday to discuss

Tropical storm Debby strengthens into
Category 1 hurricane as it heads to Florida

UPDATED Debby strengthened into a
hurricane late Sunday as it bore down on
Florida’s Gulf Coast with potential for
history-making levels of rain and major
flooding, prompting evacuation
orders.Debby grew rapidly into a
Category One hurricane, the lowest on a
five-stage scale, thanks to unusually
warm Gulf of Mexico and is expected to
slam into Florida’s Big Bend region
around mid-day Monday.The National

developments in the Middle East, the White
House said, adding that he would speak with
Jordan's King Abdullah as well.U.S. news
service Axios reported that U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken told his counterpart
from G7 countries that Iran and Hezbollah
could start attacking Israel as early as
Monday, citing three sources briefed on the
call. But Blinken, according to Axios, said it
was unclear how Iran and Hezbollah would
attack and did not know the exact
timing. When asked about the report, the
State Department referred to a readout of the
call, where it said the ministers discussed
"the urgent need for de-escalation in the
Middle East."The Pentagon said on Friday it
would deploy additional fighter jets and
Navy warships to the region."The overall
goal is to turn the temperature down in the
region, deter and defend against those
attacks, and avoid regional conflict,"
Jonathan Finer, the White House's deputy
national security adviser, said on CBS' "Face
the Nation" program.The U.S. and Israel are

orders, local media reported.“Take the
situation seriously,” Paul Hasenmeier,
Hernando County fire chief and public
safety director, told reporters late
Saturday. “We know the water’s going to
come up as the storm passes.”Debby is
expected to dump six to 12 inches of rain
in parts of Florida, and as much as 20 to 30
inches in coastal Georgia and South
Carolina before the week is over, the NHC
said.The governors of Georgia and South

preparing for every possibility, Finer added.
There was a "very close call" of regional
conflagration in April, Finer said, when Iran
launched an attack on Israeli territory with
drones and missiles after what it called an
Israeli strike on its consulate in Damascus on
April 1 that killed seven officers of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in the
Syrian capital. The U.S. wants to be prepared
should that situation rise again, Finer added.
In a call with his Israeli counterpart, the
Pentagon said U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin reiterated the United States' support

for Israel's security and "right to self-
defense against threats from Iran,
Lebanese Hizballah (Hezbollah), Houthis,
and other Iranian-backed terrorist
groups."Blinken spoke with Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani on
Sunday and emphasized "the importance
of all parties taking steps to calm regional
tensions, avoid further escalation, and
advance stability," the State Department
said.
'PRUDENT PLANNING'

Biden on Saturday expressed hope that Iran
would stand down despite its threat to
avenge Haniyeh's killing.The U.S. on
Wednesday urged its citizens who wish to
leave Lebanon to start making plans
immediately."This is no prediction about
future events. It is prudent planning for them
and for our government," Finer said on CBS.

The British government advised its nationals
to leave Lebanon. Canada told its citizens to
avoid all travel to Israel, saying the regional
conflict endangers security.

Top Democrat wants Biden's
face on Mount Rushmore: Such

a consequential leader

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversaw the
delivery of a new tactical ballistic missile system
to troops on Sunday, state media KCNA reported
on Monday.Kim also gave a speech at the
ceremonial event in Pyongyang where 250 new
tactical ballistic missile launchers were unveiled,
according to KCNA.The launchers have been
described by state media as a powerful up-to-date
tactical attack weapon personally designed by
Kim and ready to be transferred to KPA
units. KPA refers to the Korean People's Army, the
country's military forces.North Korea said it test-

Carolina have declared a state of
emergency ahead of the storm’s
arrival.Brennan predicted “multiple days
of very, very heavy rainfall” — at possibly
record-breaking levels. He said there
likely will be severe flash flooding “in
areas that don’t normally flood.”President
Joe Biden on Sunday approved an
emergency declaration for Florida,
allowing federal aid to be
expedited.DeSantis has activated the
state’s National Guard, with 3,000 service
members on standby to help with storm
response.

Hurricane Center warned there is a danger
of life-threatening storm surges along
Florida’s Gulf Coast with six to 10 feet
(1.8 to 3.0 meters) of inundation above
ground level in some areas. The storm will
probably cause catastrophic flooding with
“potentially historic heavy rainfall” when
Debby moves northeast across Georgia
and South Carolina over the next few days,
the NHC said.“We are looking at
potentially really, really significant
flooding that will happen, particularly in
north-central Florida,” Governor Ron
DeSantis told an emergency briefing on

the storm Sunday.He and NHC deputy
director Jamie Rhome have stressed that
Floridians should be making and
completing their final emergency
preparations immediately.

As of 11:00 pm (2100 GMT), Debby was
about 100 miles (160 kilometers) west of
Tampa carrying maximum sustained
winds of 75 miles per hour and moving
north at 12 miles per hour, the advisory
said.As residents rushed to prepare,
mandatory evacuations were ordered for
part of Citrus County, Florida, with eight
other counties under voluntary evacuation

fired its new tactical ballistic missile last
month.Pyongyang will have enhanced nuclear

Missile attack by
Yemen's Houthi rebels
hits container ship in
first attack in two
weeks

DUBALI. A missile attack by Yemen's Houthi
rebels struck a Liberian-flagged container
ship traveling through the Gulf of Aden,

authorities said Sunday, the first assault by
the group since Israeli airstrikes targeted
them.The Houthis offered no explanation for
the two-week pause in their attacks on
shipping through the Red Sea corridor, which
have seen similar slowdowns since the
assaults began in November over Israel's war
on Hamas in the Gaza Strip. But the
resumption comes after the assassination of
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Iran, the
Houthis' main benefactor, amid renewed
concerns over the war breaking out into a
regional conflict.The rebels separately said
they shot down another U.S. spy drone
Sunday, later publishing imagery of the
aircraft's wreckage on the side of the
mountain.The attack on Saturday happened
some 225 kilometers (140 miles) southeast of
Aden in a stretch of the Gulf of Aden that has
seen numerous Houthi attacks previously. It
hit the container ship Groton just above its
waterline, causing minor damage, said the
Joint Maritime Information Center, a
multinational coalition overseen by the U.S.
Navy. An earlier missile attack missed the
vessel, the IMIC said.“All crew on board are
safe,” the center said. “The vessel was
reported diverting to a port nearby.”

Australian probe into
Gaza aid worker deaths
'omitted crucial details':
Israel

SYDNEY. Australia "omitted crucial details"
when presenting a report into the deaths of
seven aid workers in Gaza, Israel's embassy
in Canberra said Monday in a frank
diplomatic rebuke.Australian national
Lalzawmi "Zomi" Frankcom was among a
group of seven charity workers killed in
April when their World Central Kitchen aid
convoy was mistakenly hit by an Israeli air
strike.A declassified Australian report last
week blamed the lethal error on operational
failures such as the "mistaken identification"
of armed security staffas Hamas hijackers.

Israel's embassy hit back on Monday morning,
saying the Australian government
"regrettably included some
misrepresentations and omitted crucial
details", such as its military's willingness to
cooperate."The IDF (military) has taken full
responsibility for the grave mistakes that led
to the tragic incident of the night of April 1,"
the embassy said in a statement. The deaths --
of an Australian, three Britons, a North
American, a Palestinian and a Pole --
triggered global outrage and a renewed push
to ensure the safety of aid workers in Gaza.

Former Australian air force chief Mark
Binskin was tasked with monitoring Israel's
efforts to unravel what went wrong.His
declassified report, released Friday, found
three vehicles in the aid convoy were "struck
in relatively quick succession" after they
were tagged as suspicious.An Israeli
surveillance drone flagged the vehicles after
noticing some of the charity's security
personnel were carrying guns, Binskin
found.

Bangladesh government orders complete internet
shutdown as protesters plan 'Long March to Dhaka'

DHAKA. The Bangladesh government on
Monday ordered a complete internet
shutdown as protestors asked the general
public tojoina "Long March to Dhaka", a
day after nearly 100 people died in fierce
clashes between demonstrators
demanding Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's resignation and the ruling party
supporters in different parts of the
country.The clashes broke out Sunday
morning when protesters attending the
non-cooperation programme under the
banner of the Students Against

job quota system faced opposition from

Discrimination with the one-point
demand of Hasina's resignation over a

the supporters of the ruling Awami
League, Chhatra League, and Jubo
League activists.At least 98 people,
including 14 policemen, were killed in
clashes on Sunday, leading Bengali-
language newspaper Prothom Alo
reported. The violence forced authorities
to cut off mobile internet and enforce a
nationwide curfew for an indefinite
period.The Anti-Discrimination Student

Movement has rescheduled their "Long
March to Dhaka" to be held on Monday, a
day earlier than initially planned.The
decision was taken during an urgent
meeting amid growing concerns in the
country, Asif Mahmud, a coordinator of
the movement, said in a press release
issued on Sunday night."In an urgent
decision to review the situation, our
'March to Dhaka' program has been
changed from August 6 to August 5. In
other words, we are calling on students
from all over the country .

readiness in the near future to deter nuclear
threats and protect itself to respond to any
challenges, the leader was quoted as saying in the
speech to troops and military scientists.Kim
reaffirmed his stance that stockpiling and
improving the country's nuclear weapons was the
best way to counter what he said were nuclear
threats and pressure from the United States.The
leader of the reclusive state also said peace was
guaranteed by the "absolute and matchless self-
defence capability," according to KCNA.

Kamala Harris strengthens against Donald Trump in new survey

Kamala Harris has a
one percent
advantage against
Donald Trump in the
latest polls,
transforming the race
for the White House.
With the election
approaching, Harris's
choice of running
mate is eagerly

anticipated.

UPDATED. A new poll confirmed Sunday that
Kamala Harris -- set to name her vice
presidential pick imminently -- has drawn level
with Donald Trump, transforming a White
House race that the Republican had been
increasingly confident he was going to win.As
the November 5 election rapidly approaches,
Harris has erased the growing lead that Trump
was building before President Joe Biden
dropped his re-election bid.According to the
CBS News/YouGov poll released Sunday,
Harris has a one percent advantage on Trump
nationwide -- compared to Trump's previous
five-point edge on Biden.In the swing states that
decide the Electoral College contest in US
elections, Harris and Trump -- who shocked the
world with his 2016 presidential victory but was
beaten by Biden in 2020 -- are equal. These are
considered good numbers for a Democratic
candidate who parachuted into the race only last
month, when Biden bowed to mounting
concerns over his mental acuity and ability at 81
years old to serve a second term.But Harris, who
18 Biden's vice president and the first Black and
South Asian woman ever in the role, is in a sprint
to define herself to voters before Trump does.A
big moment in that process will be when Harris
announces her choice for running mate in a
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Minnesota Governor Tim Walz, Pennsylvania
Governor Josh Shapiro and Senator Mark Kelly
of Arizona -- were all visiting Harris in
Washington on Sunday, The Washington Post
reported."It's her first major decision that she's
making as an executive, so it tells you about her
thought process," Amy Walter, a polling expert
from Cook Political Report newsletter, told CBS

.

historic bid to become America's first female
president. This could happen as early as Sunday
or Monday.Expectations are that Harris will pick
a white man to balance the ticket -- and likely a
moderate Democrat who would help
counterweigh attacks on Harris from
Republicans that she is too far to the left.The

figures seen as heading the short list --

News.The CBS poll, which echoes numerous
other surveys indicating rapid gains by Harris,
shows that Trump is still favored by voters on
the key issue of the economy.Only 25 percent
said they expected to be better off financially if
Harris wins, compared to 45 percent who said
so about Trump.However, when it comes to
trust in the candidates' temperament, the poll
shows voters prefer the former California
prosecutor to Trump, a convicted felon who
has made a career out of publicly insulting
those who oppose him -- including while
president.The issue of cognitive health, which

used to bedevil Biden, is now a liability for 78-
year-old Trump, the poll found. Only 51 percent
of respondents thought Trump is mentally
capable for the presidency, compared to 64
percent for Harris. The Democrats believe that if
you "make this referendum on Trump rather than
areferendum on the current state of the economy,
then we have a real opportunity to win," Cook
said.Trump was riding high politically last
month after surviving an assassination attempt at
a rally, then using the Republican convention to
highlight his image of vigor against the
physically frail Biden.

But with Biden's dramatic exit and Harris's fast
start, he's scrambling to recalibrate.

Hurricane Debby to bring heavy rains and catastropic
flooding to Florida, Georgia and South Carolina

TAMPA.The center of Hurricane Debby is
expected to reach the Big Bend coast of
Florida early Monday bringing potential
record-setting rains, catastrophic flooding
and life-threatening storm surge as it moves
slowly across the northern part of the state
before stalling over the coastal regions of
Georgia and South Carolina.Debby was
located about 100 miles (161 kilometers)
west of Tampa, Florida, with maximum
sustained winds of 75 mph (120 kph). The
storm was moving north at 12 mph (19 kph),
the National Hurricane Center in Miami said
Sunday evening.Debby is the fourth named
storm of the 2024 Atlantic hurricane season
after Tropical Storm Alberto, Hurricane

Beryl and Tropical Storm Chris, all of which
formed in June.Forecasters warned heavy
amounts of rain from Debby could spawn
catastrophic flooding in Florida, South
Carolina and Georgia.The storm was
expected to make landfall around midday
Monday in the Big Bend area of Florida,
about 16 miles (26 kilometers) south of
Tampa, the hurricane center said. A tornado
watch also was in effect for parts of Florida
and Georgia until 6 a.m. Monday.“Right
now, we are to trying secure everything from
floating away," said Sheryl Horne, whose
family owns the Shell Island Fish Camp
along the Wakulla River in St. Marks,
Florida, where some customers moved their

boats inland.The sparsely populated Big
Bend region in the Florida Panhandle also
was hit last year by Hurricane Idalia, which
made landfall as a Category 3 hurricane.“l
am used to storms and I’m used to cleaning
up after storms,” Horne said.

Debby was expected to move eastward over
northern Florida and then stall over the
coastal regions of Gorgia and South
Carolina, thrashing the region with
potential record-setting rains totaling up to
30 inches (76 centimeters) beginning
Tuesday.Officials also warned of life-
threatening storm surge along Florida’s
Gulf Coast, with 6 to 10 feet (1.8 to 3
meters) of inundation expected Monday
between the Ochlockonee and Suwannee
rivers.

“There’s some really amazing rainfall totals
being forecast and amazing in a bad way,”
Michael Brennan, director of the hurricane
center, said at a briefing.
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Virat Kohli flaunts his dance
moves after completing

catch in SL vs IND

New Delhi. Virat Kohli continued to entertain
the fans with his on-field antics after his
return to ODI cricket for India after eight
months. Kohli, known for breaking into
impromptu dancing, was yet again the
centre of attraction at the R. Premadasa
Stadium in Colombo on August 5, Sunday.
Kohli broke into dancing when he
completed the catch of Sri Lankan batter
Sadeera Samarawickrama during the 2nd
ODI match between India and Sri Lanka.
This time, Kohli's dance moves seemed
familiar. It looked similar to Riyan Parag's
Assamese Bihu dance moves.Parag, who
hails from Assam, had performed a step
from their traditional dance when RR
completed a thrilling victory over SRH
during IPL 2020. The 18-year-old's dance
moves went viral on the internet and the
batter was spotted performing the step quite
often. Kohli was spotted performing a
similar step when he completed the catch.
Interestingly, Parag has hailed Kohli as his
idol. Kohli returned to his animated best as
many of his on-field videos have gone viral

on the internet. He was spotted having a fun
and goofy chat with Shubman Gill during
the 1st ODI match. However, the 35-year-
old is yet to step-up with the bat in the three-
match ODI series.Sri Lanka take series lead

After the first ODI match between India and
Sri Lanka ended in a tie, the hosts managed
to win the 2nd ODI match by 32 runs in
Colombo. Kohli has managed the scores of
24 and 11 so far in the first 2 ODI matches.
In the 2nd match, the hosts Sri Lanka,
managed to outplay India in every way to
take an unassailable lead in the series. The
loss also ended India's sequence of 11
consecutive bilateral series wins in the ODIs
against Sri Lanka.

Turkey's Yusuf Dikec shot
even without glasses in
2011, video goes viral

New Delhi, With one hand in his pocket and
wearing regular glasses, Turkey's Yusuf
Dikec became a fan favourite at the Paris
Olympics 2024. His casual appearance
with not much professional equipment has
been all over the internet. However, it turns
out the 51-year-old had much swagger to
himself as he did not even need glasses
back in 2011 for shooting. A video has gone
viral where Dikec did not even wear glasses
and was in his usual casual style with no ear
protection at the shooting range. Despite
that, Dikec managed to win the gold medal
in the men's 10m air pistol event. The ISSF
released where Dikec was shooting in an
international competition held by the
global shooting body.A decade later, Dikec
managed to maintain his uber-cool to win
Turkey their second medal and his first-
ever Olympic medal at the Paris Games
2024. He bagged a silver medal in the 10m

M

air pistol mixed team event. However, Paris
is far from Dikec's first rodeo. The Turkish
shooter made his Olympic debut at Beijing
2008 at the age of 35, and returned four
years later at London 2012. It was there
where he recorded his previous best result
of 13th in the men's 50m free pistol event.
Dikec also competed at Rio Olympics in
2016 and Tokyo 2020. Although always shy
of medal content or a top-10 finish.

Dikec's swagger continues

He was already a multiple national champion
and a seven-time European champion, but
an Olympic shooting silver is a first for both
him and the nation. Apart from the Olympic
Games, he has two World Championship
titles to his name, both in 2014, where he
was victorious in the men's 25m centerfire
pistol and the men's 25m standard pistol
events.

New Delhi.

New Delhi

New Delhi,

India to face Germany in Olympic
semis: H2H, all you need to know

India are all set to face Germany in

the Paris Olympics 2024 hockey
semifinal, which will be a rematch

of the bronze medal tie from
Tokyo 2020. Both teams are giants
of the game and will be aiming to

serve another thriller for the
hockey fans.

India are all set for their
semifinal clash in hockey, and they will be
facing none other than the world
champions Germany in the clash. The
Indian team had made secured a
miraculous win on August 4, Sunday as
they literally defied the odds to go past
Great Britain. In a match that was marred
by controversy, India were reduced to 10
men as Amit Rohidas was given a red card
by the referee.Forced to play more than 45

minutes with just 10 men, it seemed like the
task was going to be impossible for the
Indian side as Great Britain launched
attack after attack. However, PR Sreejesh
and the Indian defence stood their ground
and thwarted every single attack as Great
Britain were unable to take the lead as the
game ended 1-1. Then came the dreaded
penalty shootout, where Sreejesh once
again proved why he is the best in the
business.India won 4-2 as Sreejesh pulled

off a fine save as the Indian players all
converted their chances. Now, they will be
facing Germany, who went past Argentina
in the other quarterfinal. Gonzalo Peillat,
an Olympic gold medal winner with
Argentina, came back to haunt his former
side on Sunday as he was one of the
goalscorers for Germany in a thrilling
match that would end 3-2. The other
quarterfinals saw both Belgium and
Australia, finallists from Tokyo, get

How call to therapist helped Noah
Lyles claim Olympics gold in Paris

After years of rebuilding his

mental health, Noah Lyles reached the

pinnacle of his sport, clinching the Olympic

gold in the 100 meters on Sunday. A crucial

phone call with his therapist after a tense

semi-final round was instrumental in his

victory.Lyles delivered a stellar

performance, winning the 100 meters gold

by amere five-thousandths of a second with

a time of 9.79 seconds. The final was

intensely competitive, with Jamaican

sprinter Oblique Seville finishing last

despite clocking 9.91 seconds. In the semi-

final, Seville had outpaced Lyles,
necessitating a shift in mindset for Lyles
ahead of the final.Speaking after the win, as
quoted by Reuters, Lyles detailed how he
had a call with his therapist who told him to
let go, relax and be himself'in the final race.

"I wouldn't say nervous — I'd say I was

extremely curious as to what was going to
happen. That's how me and my therapist
phrase it. I’'m curious as to what ['m going to
do, how am I going to pull this off," he told

reporters.

"I came in third-fastest from the semis. I'm like

'This is going to be serious, this is not going
to be easy'. And I had said OK, my therapist
said 'Youneed to let go, youneed to relax and
youneed to be yourself'."

Did this against the best of the best
The U.S. sprinter, who has openly shared his

mental health journey, knew the importance
of being mentally prepared. Lyles'
familiarity with the highs and lows of his
sport stems from a personal journey of

overcoming depression, a struggle he
faced three years ago. The three-time
200m world champion's journey hit a
low point in 2021 when he failed to
qualify for the 100 meters at the U.S.
Olympic trials. Determined to become
the fastest man on earth, he focused on
rebuilding both his body and mind.

This victory in Paris marks the
culmination of Lyles' relentless effort
and dedication to his mental and
physical well-being, underscoring the
importance of mental health in

achieving athletic excellence.

"I did this against the best of the best, on the

biggest stage, with the biggest pressure,"
Lyles said. "And I wasn't even entered in the
100 in 2021. You know, here I am, first
Olympics in the 100, going around now the
Olympic champion."Lyles will now be in
action in the 200 m event as he bids to
complete a rare sprint double at the
Olympics. The opening rounds of the event
is set to be held on Monday, August 5.

Rohit Sharma first Indian, second overall
hatter to hit 300 sixe in 0D crickef

Rohit Sharma has achieved a significant
milestone by becoming the first Indian
and second overall batter to hit 300 sixes
in One-Day Internationals. Despite India's
32-run defeat against Sri Lanka, Rohit's
accomplishment was a standout moment.

Indian captain Rohit Sharma
etched his name into the record books again,
becoming the first Indian and second overall
batter to hit 300 sixes in One-Day
Internationals (ODIs). Rohit achieved this
remarkable feat during India's 32-run defeat
against Sri Lanka in the second ODI in
Colombo on Sunday. Rohit's blistering
knock of 64 runs from just 44 balls included
four towering sixes and five elegant fours.
Despite the team's loss, his milestone was a
standout achievement in the match. This
innings brought his career tally of sixes as an

.

opener to an impressive 302 from 177
matches, making him the second opener in
history to cross the 300-sixes mark in ODIs.
He trails only the legendary Chris Gayle,
who has smashed 328 sixes in 280
games.Sanath Jayasuriya, the current Sri
Lankan coach and a former explosive
opener, ranks third on the list with 263 sixes

from 388 ODIs. Rohit Sharma's career as
an opener has been nothing short of
phenomenal. With 8,801 runs from 177
matches, he has amassed 29 centuries
and 55 fifties, maintaining a stellar
average of 55. These statistics highlight
his consistency and dominance at the top
of the order.In the overall list of most
sixes in ODIs, Rohit stands third with
330 sixes in 264 matches. He is
surpassed only by Pakistan's Shahid
Afridi, who tops the list with 351 sixes
from 398 games, and Chris Gayle, who is
just one six ahead with 331 sixes from
301 matches. Rohit also holds the record
for the most sixes by an Indian in ODIs,
surpassing notable names like Mahendra
Singh Dhoni (229 sixes from 297 matches)
and Sachin Tendulkar (195 sixes from 463
games).Moreover, across all three formats
in international cricket—Tests, ODIs, and
T20Is—Rohit Sharma leads the charts for
the most sixes with a staggering 619 sixes
from 482 matches.

knocked out of the competition by Spain
and Netherlands respectively.The field is
now set for the semifinals and India and
Germany have some history when it comes
to such knockout games.

India vs Germany: Head to Head

India and Germany have played 18 matches
so far, with India leading the head to head
8-6. 4 matches have finished in draws.
India has scored 41 goals while Germany
has hit 37 in these matches. The most
famous encounter in recent times between
these two giants was the Bronze medal
match in Tokyo Olympics.India secured a
thrilling 5-4 win, thanks to last-gasp stop
by Sreejesh from a PC in the final moments
ofthe match.In the last 6 meetings between
these sides, India has won 5 of them. The
last game between the two was in the FIH
Pro League where Germany edged past
witha 3-2 win.

Olympics 2024, Hockey Schedule

When and where to watch India vs Germany
live?The India vs Germany Paris Olympics
2024 hockey semi-final will be played on
August 6, Tuesday at 10:30 PM IST. The
match can be viewed live on Sports 18 1
and Sports 18 2 channels and livestreamed
onJioCinema app and website.

Lakshya Sen's bronze medal
match vs Zii Jia Lee in Paris:
When and where to watch

New Delhi India's star shuttler Lakshya Sen will

be in action on day 10 at the Paris Olympics
2024. The 22-year-old will fight it out for the
bronze medal against Malaysia's Zii Jia Lee
on August 5, Monday. He will be vying to
bring India their 4th medal at the Paris Games
when he will take part in the men's singles
third-place match. History beckons Lakshya
as he has chance to become the first Indian to
win an Olympic medal in the men's badminton
category. If he wins, he will become only the
third Indian to win an Olympic medal in
badminton after Saina Nehwal and PV
Sindhu.The world No. 22 enjoyed a
sensational run in the lead-up to the semi-
finals in the men's singles event. The
unseeded player ended his group stage at top
as he also defeated world No. 4 Jonatan
Christie of Indonesia. He overcame his Indian
counterpart HS Prannoy in round of 16 and
overcame China's Chou Tien-chen in the
quarter-final. However, he lost the semi-final
battle against Victor Axelsen in straight sets.

However, Lakshya Sen holds an edge against

his Malaysian opponent in the head-to-head
battle. He has faced Lee Zii Jia five times so

far and won four of those matches.Paris
Olympics 2024: India Schedule | Full
Coverage | Medal TallyHere's all you need to
know about catching Lakshya Sen live in
action:When will Lakshya Sen's bronze
medal match take place at the Paris Olympics
20247?Lakshya Sen's bronze medal match at
the Paris Olympics 2024 will take place on
August 5, Monday.What time will Lakshya
Sen's bronze medal match at the Paris
Olympics 2024 start?

Lakshya Sen's bronze medal match at the Paris

Olympics 2024 will start at 6 PM (IST).

Where will Lakshya Sen's bronze medal match

at the Paris Olympics 2024 be broadcast?

Lakshya Sen's bronze medal match at the Paris

Olympics 2024 will be telecast on the
Sports18 1 SD and Sportsl8 1 HD TV
channels.Where to watch the live-streaming
of Lakshya Sen's bronze medal match at the
Paris Olympics?Lakshya Sen's bronze medal
match at the Paris Olympics 2024 will be
streamed live on the JioCinema app and
website.

Novak Djokovic aims to play LA 2028 Games
d medal win in Paris Olympics

after gol

«Novak Djokovic is already aiming to
play in the Los Angeles Olympics
2028 after his gold medal win at the
Paris Olympics 2024.

New Delhi. Novak Djokovic ended his 16-

year-long wait to win a gold medal at Paris
Olympics 2024 in what he called "probably
the biggest sporting success". The Serbian is
also eyeing to play the Los Angeles Olympics
in 2028, when he would turn 41. The 37-year-
old already became the oldest to win an
Olympic gold in the history of singles tennis
event. Djokovic beat Spain's Carlos Alcaraz
7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (7/2) in an enthralling final at
the Court Phillippe Chartier in Paris."This is
probably the biggest sporting success I have

ever had and the most special feeling," the
37-year-old Serb said. "I want to play in Los
Angeles, I enjoy playing for my country in
the Olympic Games, in the Davis Cup," he
added. Djokovic won a bronze medal in the
Beijing Olympics 2008 and lost three semi-
finals before clinching the gold medal at the
Paris Games.

Djokovic wins gold in Paris
With the historic win, Djokovic joined Andre

Agassi, Rafael Nadal, Steffi Graf and Serena
Williams in an elite club. These are the only
players to win all four Grand Slam
tournaments and Olympic singles gold,
completing the career Golden Slam."I
thought carrying the flag at the opening
ceremony for my country at the 2012
Olympics was the best feeling an athlete
could have until today."Djokovic, who has
won a men's record 24 majors and swept up
every title there is in tennis, finally clinched

Olympic gold at his fifth Games. He also
managed to beat Alcaraz, who got the better
ofhim in two consecutive Wimbledon finals.

The 37-year-old said that he was not assured of

a win until the final shot and gave his
everything thinking that this could be his last
shot at the Olympic gold."Now at the age of
37 and facing a 21-year-old who is probably
the best player in the world right now,
winning Roland Garros and Wimbledon

back-to-back, I can say that this is probably
the biggest sporting success [ have ever
had."How Wimbledon loss worked in
Djokovic's favour"We almost played three
hours, the final shot was the only moment
when I was sure I could win the match," said
Djokovic."I knew that this could be my last
chance of a gold medal," added Djokovic at
his post-final press conference still draped in
his country's flag and with his medal hanging
proudly around his neck."I did everything I
possibly could to prepare myself for this
period. The injury sidetracked me a little bit.
But coming into the Olympic Games, I felt
like a different player in terms of how I
moved, how [ played.Alcaraz, 21, was also in
tears after the match, but became the
youngest to win a silver medal in the tennis
event on his Olympic debut."In a way losing
heavily to Alcaraz at Wimbledon probably
worked in my favour as I knew I couldn't
play any worse than that."
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Bigg Boss 01T 3

LCAVCHCLLL
Kapoo

Sings At Finale, Sana Makbul-

_ Armaan Malik's Reactions Go Viral

k‘, ). ﬁ nil Kapoor’s Bigg Boss OTT 3 concluded its successful run on

August 2 with Sana Makbul lifting the trophy this year. However,
the night was made more special after Shraddha Kapoor and
Rajkummar Rao joined Anil on stage to promote their upcoming film,
Stree 2. Shraddha even serenaded the audience and the contestants with a
rendition of the song, Teri Galiyaan.Shraddha Kapoor sang live on stage for the
~x ™\ contestants and the studio audience, who seemed mesmerised by her performance.
While Sana Makbul couldn’t stop smiling and swayed along as Shraddha sang, Armaan
Malik was seen praising and clapping for the actress.
\ 0 One fan commented, “You go Babudi!! .” Another added, “She is trained in classical
music and this song is also sung by her. Her mom was also a singer.” One person
commented, “She has a wonderful voice. Miss her Aashiqui times .” One fan of the
actress wrote, “Man this movie and the songs were top-notch!” Another added,
“Her voice is so soothing, like babudi sing me to sleep.” One fan even wrote, “Ok I
totally get why she’s considered the
national crush, she’s like the perfect
partner a man desires... she’s like
the girl you can bring home to
your mom and even she’d love
her.”Meanwhile, the grand
J finale showcased fierce
competition between Sana
Makbul and rapper Naved
Shaikh, also known as
y  Naezy. After a suspenseful
wait, Anil Kapoor
declared Sana Makbul as
the winner of the third
season. The actress,
who had garnered
significant support from the audience, not only won the trophy
but also a cash prize of Rs 25 lakh.The finale was a spectacular
event, marked by impressive performances and heartfelt
moments. All the contestants, including Armaan Malik, Payal
Malik, Ranvir Shorey, and others, gathered to celebrate the
occasion. When Anil Kapoor announced Sana Makbul as he
winner, the crowd erupted in cheers, honouring her triumph.
> Despite facing criticism from some contestants and iewers who
labelled her as manipulative, egotistical, and selfish, Sana
managed to reach the finals. Throughout the season, she was
\% » '+  nominated for elimination almost every week and was often considered the
g - \‘ /' westvillain’ of the house. The show featured contestants such as Chandrika Dixit,
) Sai Ketan Rao, Armaan Malik, Kritika Malik, Payal Malik, Deepak
A \ '8 Chaurasia, Sana Sultan Vishal Pandey, Lovekesh Kataria, and Shivani
Kumari.As for Stree 2, the film will be released on August 15, clashing with
Akshay Kumar’s Khel Khel Mein.

Taapsee Pannu

Drops Another Thrilling Video Ahead Of
Phir Aayi Hasseen Dillruba Release

! I \aapsee Pannu, Vikrant Massey, and Sunny Kaushal starrer Phir Aayi Hasseen Dillruba is all set to release -

onthe OTT platform on August 9, 2024. The makers have already released the trailer and it is getting an™
overwhelming response. Well, today Taapsee shared another thrilling video on her handle and left fans
excited. Taking to her Instagram handle, Taapsee shared the video in which all three characters are seen getting
into a bloodshed romance. Jimmy Shergill is also seen. “Phir aa rahi hai Hasseena, jiske kayi hai deewaane,
magar dillruba sirf ek Phir Aayi Hasseen Dillruba, coming on 9 August, only on Netflix,” read the caption
here. One of the fans wrote, “This is one of best movies, too underrated.” Another wrote, “Fantastic.”The
tumultuous journey of ill-fated lovers Rani and Rishu unfolds on August 9, taking audiences on an
exhilarating ride. Helmed by Jayprad Desai, penned and co-produced by Kanika Dhillon, the film also stars,
Sunny Kaushal and Jimmy Shergill. With Aanand L Rai’s Colour Yellow Productions and Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series Films at the helm, this sequel
promises a whirlwind of romance, suspense, and
unexpected twists in the signature style of the
fictional Indian Pulp writer Dinesh Pandit.Picking
up where the first film Haseen Dillruba left off, the
story follows Rani Kashyap and Rishabh Saxena
as they seek a fresh start in the vibrant city of
Agra. With authorities on their trail and drops of
blood marking their path, their quest takes a
dramatic turn with the arrival of Sunny
Kaushal’s character, Abhimanyu,
introducing a fresh layer of intrigue to the
drama. The lovers find new enemies with
Jimmy Shergill and many more who want
to foil their plans of ‘happily ever after.’In
December 2023, Taapsee Pannu, Sunny Kaushal and Vikrant Massey wrapped up shooting
for the sequel of Haseen Dillruba. At the announcement event, Taapsee said, “Hai toh !
sequel. Toh, continuation hota hai ek taarike se. Main yahi kahungi ke Phir Aayi Haseen !
Dillruba ki Rani mein thora zyada pyaar hai, thori zyada himmat hai aur thora zyada
pagalpan hai. Kyunki jo pagalpan ke hadh se na guzre woh pyar hee kya? Hosh mein toh /
rishte nibhaye jaatey hai (If there’s a sequel, it’s like a continuation. I’11 say this: in “Phir Aayi
Haseen Dillruba ki Rani,” there’s a bit more love, a bit more courage, and a bit more craziness.
Because what’s love without a little madness? Relationships are built in consciousness).”

Aamir Khan On The REAL Reason He
Was Removed From Shah Rukh Khan's
Darr: 'Jab Ek Se Zyada quo Ho...

ollywood director-producer Yash
Chopra’s 1993 film Darr remains a

classic in Indian cinema. With Shah Rukh
Khan in a standout role as the obsessed villain,
the romance thriller struck a perfect chord with
audiences. Starring Sunny Deol and Juhi
Chawla in the lead, Darr made it impossible to
imagine anyone else playing the iconic role of
Rahul Mehra. SRK’s intense performance and
memorable dialogue delivery stole the show,
even as he played the film’s antagonist.

Before the filmmaker decided to cast Shah Rukh

as the villain, he tried his hands at convincing
Aamir Khan. But he did not succeed in roping
in the actor. Earlier, in an interview with
Sushma Dutt in Vancouver, Aamir Khan, who
was touring Canada at that point, had opened up
onit.

Aamir said that he liked the story of Darr and was

keen on working with Yash Chopra once again.
“I really liked the story, and Yash Chopra is a
very good director. I have worked with him on
Parampara and was very keen on working with
him again. But, I have a principle, or you could
say a policy, that if I’'m working on a film with
two heroes or more on one hero, I request the
director for a joint narration. I prefer the
director to narrate the story to both heroes
together,” he said.Recalling another two-hero
film that he did, Aamir said in Hindi, “Even
during Andaz Apna Apna, Salman and I
received a joint narration. This approach
ensures that both of us are satisfied with our
roles and helps prevent any issues later on. This
is how I like to work. But in this case, it was not
possible. Yash ji did not feel that he should give
a joint narration. On that basis, I was removed
from the project.”

Vicky Kaushal Teases His

Chemistry With Rashmika

Mandanna in Chhava;
'Can't Wait For...

,

ram " il

icky Kaushal and Rashmika Mandanna
are soon going to share screen space in

an upcoming drama Chhava and fans are
excited for their new jodi. Well, recently both
walked the ramp also together which only
increased the excitement level. However,
Vicky has penned a sweet note for Rashmik
which has gone viral.Taking to his Instagram
handle, Vicky shared a series of photos and
wrote, ‘An evening spent in honouring and
celebrating our cultural heritage! Thank you
@falgunishanepeacockindia
@swadesh_online @fdciofficial for making us
a small part of such an incredible show.
@falgunipeacock & @shanepeacock ... you
geniuses!!! What stunning pieces you guys
created. Hats off to team #Swadesh for
bringing traditional handwoven fabrics to the
forefront of fashion. We thank the lovely
people who turned up for the show for their
love and warmth. @rashmika_mandanna and
me, truly can’t wait for the world to see a lot
more of us together very soon!”

Fans also reacted to this post. One of the fans

wrote, “Why this man fit with every other girl”
Another wrote, “Beautiful Togetherness.” The
movie will star Vicky as Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj, while Rashmika Mandanna will step
into the role of Yesubai Bhonsale.

Vicky Kaushal penned an emotional note about

the film wrap. Calling the shoot ‘passionate
and incredible’, he wrote, “The incredibly
passionate and dramatic journey of filming
Chhaava couldn’t have ended without some
drama. The rain Gods really put up a show
today, immediately after we rolled our final
shot.”Chhava is a historical drama that
revolves around the life of Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj, the son of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj. In the film, Vicky Kaushal is
set to portray the character of Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj, the eldest son of the
Maratha empire’s founder. On the other hand,
Rashmika Mandanna takes on the role of
Yesubai Bhonsale in the film. The film also
stars Akshaye Khanna, Ashutosh Rana, and
Divya Dutta in key roles. According to a report
by Pinkvilla, actor Neil Bhoopalam has also
been roped in to portray the character of a
Mughal prince in the film.
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