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Despite anger & alienation,
newfound hope in J&K

THE pledge by Sheikh Abdullah at Srinagar’s Lal
Chowk on the accession to India of the then
princely state of Jammu and Kashmir had the
words of the great Indian poet Amir Khusrau:
“Mun tu shudam tu mun shudi; mun tun shudam
tujaan shudi.” (I have become you, and youme. I,
the body. You, the soul.)But today, we have to ask
ourselves the questions that Abdullah had posed
on the eve of the 1975 Indira-Sheikh Accord: “Do
you honestly feel that the foundations of
democracy and secularism are more stable than
before? Can you honestly dare say that the
shackles of distrust between Kashmiris and India
are broken? Have the people here (Kashmir) got
the clean administration which they have long
yearned for? Were they freed from the morass of
unemployment and poverty?”This was a
Kashmir-centric questionnaire, but reading down
Article 370 of the Constitution, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had promised in the Rajya
Sabha debate on the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Bill, 2019, an end to corruption in
all of J&K, including Ladakh. “In fact,” wrote
Raja Muzaffar Bhatt , a Kashmiri campaigner for
civil rights, within a year: “It often appears that
misgovernance, nepotism and corruption have
become the rule of law in government offices
during the last one year.” Now, he tells me the
situation is even worse.The Forum for Human
Rights, formed by eminent citizens from across
the country, said in its annual report that counter-
insurgency, in taking overriding priority, had
vitiated the rule of law, causing widespread post-
traumatic stress disorder even among
children.Every sector of commerce and industry,
including the fabled handicraft industry, has been
beset by massive losses. Local crafts have been
substituted with cheap imitations fabricated in
Amritsar and found to be more profitable even by
Kashmiri entrepreneurs.Tourism is, indeed,
booming. Yes, the hotel industry in Srinagar,
Gulmarg and Pahalgam has been prospering. But
is the Kashmiri benefiting? The hotels are now
staffed mostly with non-Kashmiris; even the
menus and decor are reminiscent of Gujarat and
Rajasthan. Has Kashmir got nothing to offer in
either? And every hotel in Gulmarg faces
expropriation on the lapse of a leasehold, with
entrepreneurs in Gujarat being canvassed by the
Union Government to invest in this lucrative
industry. The streets of Srinagar, including the
bundh along the Jhelum and the boulevard
skirting the Dal Lake, have seen frenetic activity
in widening pavements and cycling tracks. The
contractors are mostly from Gujarat. Who
benefits? Even the labourers are mostly migrants.
The roads are usually jammed with traffic, but
there are no strollers on the broad pavements of
the bundh or the boulevard, where I have gone
walking several times without encountering a
single tourist.Domicile rules introduced by the
Ministry of Home Affairs and the J&K
administration have killed local employment. The
Directorate of Information and Public Relations,
in coordination with security agencies, has
choked the media.And the result? An acceleration
of terrorist activity, now primarily across the Pir
Panjal in Jammu division, from Poonch in the
west to Kathua in the east, and also in north and
south Kashmir (areas where the government had
boasted of a cessation of militancy), targeting the
defence forces.But the essence of Abdullah’s
questions and the avowed objective of the
abrogation were on securing the foundations of
democracy. I recount my meeting at the
Tsawalgam Rest House in Kulgam in March 2021
with all 20 members of the then newly elected
District Development Council (DDC),
representing the CPI(M), People’s Democratic
Party, National Conference (NC) and Indian
National Congress.

NOW that Rahul Gandhi has decided to become a full-time

THE 84-year-old Nobel laureate's popularity in
Bangladesh is undeniable, yet Muhammad Yunus |
faces a formidable task in bringing stability to a
nation in turmoil. Appointed head of the interim
government following the dramatic ouster of long-
time Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the economist's
global acclaim and non-political background make
him a unique choice. He has, in recent weeks, warned
about the serious regional implications if the unrest
continues. The immediate goals before him are
crystal clear — restoration of normalcy, ensuring law
and order and protection of the vulnerable groups,
including the minorities. On test would be Yunus'
ability to assert his mortal authority and effectively
channel the respect he commands to put an end to the
anarchy.

The student movement that triggered Hasina's fall
labelled her an authoritarian whose administration
was firm in its crackdown on political dissent. New
Delhi's attention would be focused on the vision for

TRYSTS AND TURNS: Adding caste to creed deepens disunity

That feeling of being Indian, first and foremost, is sadly being eroded

politician, he can pose a challenge to Narendra Modi's
leadership. His choice of caste politics to combat the
communal politics of Modi and the Sangh Parivar is, to
my mind, a dangerous one. To add casteism to the two
main evils that the country faces — communalism and
corruption — will prevent our country from progressing,
and is certainly a dangerous move.As endemic corruption
weakens the moral fibre, communalism and casteism
militate against unity that is essential to make India stand
up as one against poverty, illiteracy and the feudal
mentality that presently pervades the national
psyche.Religious and caste identities are not going to
disappear in the foreseeable future. It is a fact of life in
India, been there for centuries. In rural India, where more
than half of our people live, caste is a factor of daily
existence. In urban India, where interaction is perforce
impersonal, caste and even religious identity was slowly
losing its relevance.I live in a building that boasts of 20
flat owners belonging to different religions (Hindu,
Muslim and Christian); different castes (brahmins, SCs
and OBCs, rajputs, khatris, kayasthas). They hail from
different states of India — Maharashtra. Punjab, UP,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Gujarat and Goa. All of us get
along famously with each other, eat together once a year
on the terrace of the building and settle quarrels among the
grandchildren by asking them to settle their quarrels
themselves. You may have guessed it right — we are all
educated, middle-income citizens. So, we have a headstart
on integration.In 1981, I was a guest of the Japanese
government, attending a seven-week workshop on the
judicial process system in Asia. The other participants
were from the US, Australia, the Philippines, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Samoa, Malaysia, Singapore and
the host country, Japan. On one Sunday in Tokyo, I went to
a church, accompanied by the Australian, who was a
judge, and the Samoan, who was a police chief. Returning
to our hostel after the Service, I noticed a couple who was
obviously Indians walking on the other side of the road. I
waved to them. They waved back. My companions asked
me if I knew them. I replied I did not. Then, why I had
greeted them, they asked. It surprised them when I said
that I identified with them at once as not many of my
countrymen could afford to be travelling in an affluent
foreign land.That feeling of being Indian, first and
foremost, is sadly being eroded. First, it was the Hindu-
Muslim divide accentuated at the time of elections and
now, this attempt by Opposition parties to further divide
the majority Hindus on the basis of caste for electoral gain.
That is going to end in disaster, like the division on
religious grounds is leading us to.

If dividing and weakening India on religious and caste lines

was not enough, the Supreme Court, in a six-to-one

decision of a seven-judge Constitution Bench, overturned
its own 2004 ruling that had pronounced that all SCs
constitute one homogenous body. By that ruling, the more
educated units of SCs, like the Mahars in Maharashtra or
the Chamars in Punjab, cornered most of the reserved
seats allotted to the Scheduled Castes, leaving the less
educated bereft of the benefits that reservation promised.

The 2024 Supreme Court majority verdict, of which the CJI

was a part, argued that the categories of SCs who had not
benefited from reservation should now be treated
separately so that the principle on which reservation was
conceived was upheld. This judgment will further divide
Indian citizens and produce demands for inclusion from
sub-castes whose existence itself was not known to most
citizens.Five years ago, just before Covid struck, I broke
the neck of my femur bone after a fall in the bath. The
result was that I needed a young man, full time, to help me
with my daily physical chores. He was a Dalit from Bihar,
but just before the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, I learnt he
was a "maha Dalit", a category that I was not aware of.
There could be such neglected elements in Maharashtra
also.Be that as it may, the presence of these dispossessed
sub-castes of SCs, obviously quite numerous in the north
of the country, has been noted by the Supreme Court. The
court has rightly deigned that they, too, should be given a
part of the reservation pie. The enforcement of the court's
order is not going to be easy. More difficult will be to
calculate the political fallout of this further divide in the
polity.Last Saturday, the KES (Kandivali Education
Society) College of Law in Mumbai invited me to interact

Yunus steps in

Restoring normalcy must be primary task

The Akali Dal crisis is more than just a political one

with their students online. I answered a volley of questions
shot at me by the students. Many of them concerned
reservations in college admissions and jobs with the
government. [ explained the rationale behind affirmative
action but was at a loss to justify the heady mix of
rectifying centuries-old injustices with the necessity of
maintaining higher standards of service, which the
common man was entitled to.

Both factors need to be kept in mind by the decision-makers
while formulating a "via media". Political parties, starting
with the Congress under Jawaharlal Nehru right up to the
BJP under Narendra Modi, have neglected education and
health, the bedrocks of a successful society. China has
stolen a 50-year march over us in ensuring 100 per cent
literacy, as now exists in the advanced countries of the
West.If we had achieved total literacy, we could have
selected the really bright boys and girls from the neglected
castes and enrolled them at the State's expense in the best
schools to ensure that they could compete with their
sisters and brothers of the advanced castes on an even
plane. The problem of admitting a candidate who
achieved rank 821 in the civil services exam into the IAS
would not have arisen, as it did in the recent case of Puja
Khedkar.Recently, Rahul Gandhi predicted an ED raid on
his premises for criticising the government for some
action it had taken. He need not lose sleep over such an
arrest. It will boomerang on the government — it will
increase his slowly rising popularity, accelerate it a bit.
But if the ED conjures up a case for a raid because of his
raking up the caste issue, I, for one, will not defend him.

Bangladesh the interim government advocates,
and the leverage Yunus is permitted to emerge as
a constructive transition leader. His leadership in
the coming days could well determine the course
Bangladeshi politics takes in the proclaimed
endeavour of a fresh start. Hopes of free and fair
elections with reforms of institutions that can
hold the leaders accountable would be pitted
against the possibility of politics of vendetta and
a throwback to a dominant role for extremist
elements, with military backing.

During Hasina's tenure, Yunus faced more than 100
lawsuits, which he termed fake. The student
leaders insisted on having him as the guiding
light. It's a daunting responsibility, with little
scope for any false move. India's grave concerns
are not limited to the security and wellbeing of'its
nationals and the minorities in Bangladesh. The
consequences of prolonged instability are far too
many.

Though one can never write off a politician, this does seem like the beginning of the end of the Badal era.

ALL of a sudden, the Akal Takht — the supreme temporal
seat of Sikhism — has become a refuge for top leaders
of the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), desperate to claw
back into favour with the Sikh masses after a series of
electoral defeats. They are flocking for forgiveness to
the very institution whose loss of prestige they are being
held responsible for. Can the Akal Takht free itself from
the overriding influence of the SAD and take a decision
that is seen as impartial and has the approval of the Sikh
community?Last month, a rebel group of senior Akali
politicians created a flutter when it listed some ‘anti-
Panth’ activities of SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal
and sought his ouster. The group presented the alleged
‘crimes’ in a letter to the Akal Takht Jathedar, Giani
Raghbir Singh. The group members also admitted to
religious and political lapses made by them while they
were part of the SAD governments between 2007 and
2017 and sought atonement for them. In other words,
they admitted to being party to the same wrongs.

Just a few days later, Sukhbir also went to the Akal Takht
and apologised in writing for the lapses during the
party’s 10-year rule. His letter of apology, in which he
took responsibility for his actions, was made public on
Monday. The SGPC (Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee), the apex body controlling Sikh gurdwaras,
has also submitted an apology

The apologies centre around four major issues that have
been riling the Sikh community for several years. The
first is related to the 2007 blasphemy case against Dera
Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh for
impersonating Guru Gobind Singh. The case was later
quietly withdrawn. The second pertains to the alleged
manipulation of an apology issued by the dera for
impersonating the Guru. Ram Rahim was pardoned by
the Akal Takht in September 2015. But as he continued
to face anger and protests from the community, the

pardon was revoked less than a
month later.The SGPC, controlled
by the SAD, reportedly spent

Rs 90 lakh on advertisements to
defend the decision to pardon the
dera head. Akali leaders now openly
accuse Sukhbir of pressuring the
then Akal Takht Jathedar to pardon
Ram Rahim. Worse, when three
sacrilege incidents concerning the
holy birs of the Guru Granth Sahib
occurred in 2015, the alleged
perpetrators, belonging to the dera,
were not prosecuted.

More recent revelations claim that
Sukhbir secretly met the dera chief
in Jaipur and Delhi in 2017 to
mobilise electoral support. This was
in defiance of a 2007 Akal Takht
edict forbidding Sikhs to have any
ties with Ram Rahim. More
evidence of the betrayal of ‘Sikhi’
by the leadership of a party of the
Sikhs was a body blow to Sukhbir’s
political persona.

In the midst of this, nine top rebel leaders were expelled
from the party when they launched the ‘Shiromani
Akali Dal Sudhar Lehar’ (reform movement) to
“strengthen and uplift” the party. But this is just the
political aspect of the ongoing crisis.To restore the
spiritual dominance of ‘Sikhi’ in the fabric of the SAD
is the other goal, which is more challenging. Punjabis
are watching this unprecedented churn in the Sikh
domain with a sense of hope that things will change for
the better. The sentiment calls for a return to the core
religious values that were allegedly abandoned by the

Akali Dal during the Badals’ regimes in pursuit of
electoral gains.

Since its inception in 1920, the Akali Dal has championed
the aspirations of the Sikh community, fashioning its
politics around the Sikh concept of Miri Piri, which
prioritises spiritual or religious authority over political
power. The decay set in during the Badal era, when the
spiritual authority of Sikh institutions like the SGPC
and the Akal Takht became subservient to the party.
These revered institutions began to be used as
instruments to further the political prospects of the
Akali party, and they gradually lost their importance as
robust religious institutions that were meant to guide the

Sikh Panth. The stranglehold of the Badal
family over the party and such institutions
began to be resented within the party and

| outside, though none spoke openly about
this till the time Parkash Singh Badal was
alive.

If today the Sikh Panth is rejecting Sukhbir’s
politics and, by extension, that of his father,
it is because of the setting in of a deep
revulsion over the blatant misuse of Sikh
religious institutions. Ten of the party’s 13
Lok Sabha candidates lost their security
deposits in the General Election held earlier
this year, taking the party to rock bottom. Its
vote share is down to 13.4 per cent, even
lower than that of its one-time junior
partner, the BJP, which now stands at 18.5
per cent. The situation was equally bad in
the 2022 Assembly elections, when the
party won only three seats.

But nobody wants to see the demise of the
SAD. Not even its enemies. Because
Punjab needs a strong Akali Dal to balance
its delicate politics and social harmony. For

long, the party was the voice of the Sikhs and exerted a

moderating influence on the community. Today, as it

flounders and the Sikhs find themselves rudderless in
the state’s changing polity, radical elements like

Anmritpal Singh have emerged.

The Badal camp has described the rebels’ actions as a
conspiracy hatched by its political opponents, the BJP
and AAP. But given the adverse baggage accumulated
by Sukhbir, it is hard to see him winning back the trust of
the Sikhs and Punjabis in the near future. Though one
can never write off a politician, this does seem like the
beginning of the end of the Badal era.
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Mahindra denies report of
three billion dollars
investment with Shaanxi
Auto

NEW DELHI. Home-grown auto-major Mahindra &
Mahindra denied a report that suggested the Mumbai-
based group was seeking the government approval to
invest $3 billion with China’s Shaanxi Automobile
Group.It said that the report is unfounded and there is no
truth in the matter. “As there has been some unnecessary
speculation raised by the Reuters’ article, the company
on its own considers it necessary to clarify to the stock
exchanges that the article is unfounded and there is no
truth in the matter,” M&M said in a regulatory filing.

A report by Reuters had said that Mahindra’s JV with
Shaanxi could result in setting up of an integrated car
manufacturing facility in Gujarat. At present, JSW
Group’s MG Motor, which has China’s SAIC stake, has
a manufacturing unit in Gujarat. The report stated that
the two companies were awaiting Indian government’s
approval and, if approved, a majority stake in the
proposed manufacturing venture would be owned by
Mahindra.The proposal included building an export-
oriented, integrated manufacturing hub for assembled
cars - known as completely built-up units - as well as
engines and car batteries, the report quoting sources
said. Meanwhile, Mahindra has confirmed the debut of
the Thar Roxx on August 15.

Lok Sabha passes Bhartiya
Vayuyan Vidheyak Bill 2024
to overhaul aviation laws

NEW DELHI. Replacing the 90-year-old Aircraft Act,
1934, the Lok Sabha on Friday passed the Bhartiya
Vayuyan Vidheyak Bill 2024 to remove redundancies
and boost the ease of doing business in the civil aviation
sector.According to the government, the Bill seeks to
resolve existing anomalies between various aviation
laws and ensure a coherent regulatory environment with
well-defined chapters and clauses.

“This proposed legislation will mark a significant
milestone in the Indian aviation sector, streamlining the
ease of doing business within the industry. I extend my
heartfelt thanks to all the members of the Lok Sabha for
their valuable suggestions and support during the
deliberations,” said Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu.While moving the bill, Naidu
emphasised the government’s commitment to
addressing issues related to airfares. He announced
plans to establish an efficient online grievance redressal
mechanism to manage passenger complaints and ensure
timely resolutions.

Adani gets reminder over
delay in 56 rollout

PN (L asa e

NEW DELHLI. Frustrated with the delay in rollout of 5G
services by the Adani Data Networks Ltd (ADNL), the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has shot off
another letter to the company reminding it of its
obligations towards 5G network in India. The letter has
sought an explanation for the delay in launching
commercial 5G services in the country. According to
government officials, the DoT is still awaiting a
response from ADNL.The company, which is a
subsidiary of Adani Enterprises Ltd, acquired 5G
spectrum in 2022. As per the regulatory guidelines, the
company is mandated to deploy a commercial 5G
network by 10 October 2024. If it fails to do so, the
government may revoke the allocation of spectrum.

“We have written to Adani Data Networks to inquire why
it has not yet launched 5G services in India. Initially,
the company indicated plans to launch a captive
network for its business operations. However, the
license mandates that they must roll out commercial 5G
services nationwide,” said a senior DoT official. The
DoT has sent a similar letter in January this year,
seeking an explanation for delay in launch of 5G
services. Queries sent to Adani Group for a statement
remained unanswered at the time of filing of the report.

Adani Data Networks, the telecommunications arm of
the Gautam Adani-led conglomerate, holds a unified
license for access services, allowing it to provide a full
range of telecom services across India. The company
acquired 400 MHz of spectrum in the 26 GHz
(millimeter wave) band during the July 2022 auction
for Rs 212 crore.Adani secured spectrum in six
circles—Andhra Pradesh (50 MHz), Gujarat (100
MHz), Karnataka (50 MHz), Mumbai (100 MHz),
Rajasthan (50 MHz), and Tamil Nadu (50
MHz)—focusing on areas where it has significant
business interests. According to license conditions,
ADNL was required to launch commercial 5G services
in both metro and non-metro circles within the first
year.Failure to meet these rollout deadlines may result
in the imposition of late fees, structured as follows: R1
lakh per week for the first 13 weeks, R2 lakh per week
for the following 13 week and R4 lakh per week for the
subsequent 26 weeks. “These penalties can accumulate
up to R1.40 crore for each phase of delay.

If the delay exceeds 52 weeks, the government may also
withdraw the assigned spectrum,” says the law. Reports
indicate that ADNL has previously incurred fines
totaling RS to 6 crore for similar delays. Since the
spectrum allocation, Adani Data Networks remains the
only company that has not yet launched its 5G service
in India.

MUMBAI. The Securities and

Sebi urges Pension funds to support municipal bonds

Sebi executive Pramod Rao
highlighted the disparity
between India's municipal
hond market and its US
counterpart, urging greater
involvement from pension
funds and insurers to boost
this emerging sector.

Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has
urged pension funds and insurers to
support municipal bond issuances to
help develop this nascent market.*T
urge pension funds and insurance
companies and others to look at
increasingly supporting municipal bond
issuances,” an executive director with
the markets watchdog Pramod Rao said
at an Assocham-organised corporate
bond market summit here on Friday.

Mutual fund AUM rises 6% to Rs 64.69 lakh
crore in July amid mixed equity fund flows

MUMBALI. Despite around 9% fall in
equity fund inflows, a still roaring SIP
book, which hit a fresh record high of
Rs 23,332 crore along with inflows into
other categories boosted total
assets under management (AUM)
of mutual funds by 6% to Rs 64.69
lakh crore in July as against Rs
60.89 lakh crore in June.While
inflows into equity funds declined
by 8.61% to Rs 37,113.4 crore in
the reporting month due to a fall in
investments in large-cap and mid-
cap funds, the SIP book roared to a
new record high of R23,332 crore
along, shows the monthly data
from the industry lobby Amfi
(Association of Mutual Funds of India)
on Friday. As against this in June,
inflows into equity mutual funds had
surged by 17% to Rs 40,608.19 crore, a
record high.Inflows into open-ended
equity funds have remained in the
positive zone for the 41st month in a
row. In July, the benchmark Sensex
gained 3.43% while Nifty rose 3.92%,
despite the budget day setbacks.
According to the Amfi data, inflows
into monthly gross systematic

Municipal bonds are debt instruments like
an NCD or any other debt instrument,
issued by municipal corporations with
the permission of the respective state
governments. While municipalities
have collectively raised Rs 1,940 crore
from 12 issues, the total outstanding
was only Rs 2,184 crore. As against this,

the US municipal bonds market is worth
$4 trillion.Also, the total outstanding
corporate bonds are worth Rs 47.29 lakh
crore, while that of Central government
bonds are worth Rs 100.7 lakh crore.
There is no cumulative data available on
the outstanding amount of state
government bonds.Rao said bond

investment plans (SIPs) hit a fresh
record high of Rs 23,332 crore in July
up from Rs 21,262 crore in June.

Further, the SIP AUM was highest ever at

R13,09,385.46 crore in July compared
to Rs 12,43,791.71 crore in June.
Venkat Chalasani, the Amfi chief
executive, told reporters that the
industry has demonstrated positive
growth with retail investors
consistently embracing mutual funds as
a reliable investment avenue, showing
that MFs have become an integral part
of retail investors’ financial strategies.

Continuous investments in sectoral or

thematic funds fuelled inflows into
equity mutual funds. In July, the
category saw net inflows of Rs

18,386.35 crore. This was also because
of new fund launches—there were nine
new fund offers in the sectoral/thematic
fund category garnering Rs 12,974
crore in the month.According to
Manish Mehta of Kotak Mahindra
AMC, net equity flows declined a
tad over June partly due to NFO
listings and SIP inflows. Most of
the lump-sum purchases seem to
be through the NFO route now. In
the equity fund category, inflows
into large-cap funds slumped 31%
to Rs 670.12 crore, while mid-cap
and small-cap funds also saw fresh
inflows slowing. In spite of this,
small-cap funds saw net inflows of Rs
2,109.20 crore and mid-cap funds saw
Rs 1,644.22 crore fresh investments in
the month.Debt mutual funds see Rs
1.19 lakh crore inflowsIn the fixed-
income category, debt mutual funds
saw net inflows of Rs 1,19,587.60
crore, as against net outflows of Rs
1,07,357.62 crore in June, while short-
term liquid funds category saw net
inflows of Rs 70,060.88 crore, and
money market funds saw fresh
investments of Rs 28,738.03 crore.

Grasim Industries reports standalone
loss despite revenue growth

MUMBALI. Aditya Birla group flagship

Grasim Industries, which straddles
textiles & textile fibres, real estate,
building materials, cement and paints,
has reported a standalone net loss of Rs
52.12 crore in the June quarter despite a
10.5% growth in revenue. It reported a
net profit of Rs 355.27 crore in the
same quarter last fiscal and net loss of
Rs 440.93 crore in the March 2024
quarter.Consolidated revenue from
operations rose 10.5%to Rs 6,893.87
crore year-on-year, the city-based
company said in a statement.
Consolidated net declined to Rs
1,207.93 crore as against Rs 1,576.47
crore.The company said its standalone

operating revenue plunged 51.7 % to
Rs 325.1 crore from Rs 673.3 crore
while operating margin more than
halved to 4.7% from 10.8%.
Consolidated operating income also
declined 4% to R4,760 crore, driven by
investments in the paints business,
higher depreciation and interest
charges on account of new growth
businesses, the company said.Grasim’s
cement business added new capacity of
8.7 million tonne, taking total grey
cement capacity, including domestic
and overseas to 154.9 million tonne per
annum. Its newly launched paints
brand, Birla Opus’ market presence
reached to over 3,300 towns. Capital

expenditure for the quarter stood at Rs
983 crore.The budgeted standalone
capex for FY25 is Rs 4,553 crore, of
which around Rs 3,000 crore is towards
new growth businesses, Grasim said.
The cellulosic staple fibre business saw
its fourth consecutive quarter of growth
due to an improving domestic demand
and global price trends. This business
achieved its highest ever quarterly
sales volume of 212 kilo tonne, which
rose 14 %. The cellulosic fashion yarn
business saw a marginal volume
growth of 2% due to subdued demand
in the downstream value chain and due
to cheaper imports from Chinese
producers.

issuances have exceeded $105
billion in FY25, while equity
raising topped $25 billion,
underlining the depth of the
domestic bond markets.Rao
further said Sebi is eager to
partner corporates on sustainable
finance, transition and net-zero
goals through the bond market
route, and is also looking forward
to discussions with asset
management companies and other
financial institutions on the issue.
In this regard, the regulator
recently introduced the norm of
once listed, always listed for
corporate bond issuers.To make it
easier, the Sebi has made the
technology side of it simpler by
making distributed ledger
technology neutral to bridge the
information asymmetry between issuers
and debenture trustees in the system
who rely on new disclosures and
information flow about the status of
compliance.Just like mutual funds, the
corporate bonds industry also should
take measures to build trust and
confidence of retail investors, Rao said.

India's start-up ecosystem

booms with over 67,500

women directors

BENGALURU. Nearly 67,500 Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT)-recognised start-ups have at least one
woman director, said the ministry of commerce
and industry. As on June 30, 2024, the country
has 1,40,803 recognised start-ups and since
2016, these recognised start-ups have created
over 15.53 lakh direct jobs, the commerce
ministry said on Friday.In the last 6 months of
this year, DPIIT has recognised 23,549 start-ups.
In 2023 alone, there were 34,842 recognised
start-ups. Maharashtra tops with 5,816
recognised start-ups, followed by Gujarat
(3,295).With an aim to encourage investments in
the start-up ecosystem, the government launched
the Startup India initiative on January 16, 2016.
To promote start-ups, various programmes have
been undertaken including Startup India Action
Plan, Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS),
Fund of Funds for Startups (FFS) Scheme and
Startup India Hub, among others.With a corpus
of R10,000 crore, the government has

established FFS to meet the funding needs of
start-ups. DPIIT is the monitoring agency and
Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) is the operating agency for FFS. Startup
India Online Hub was launched in 2017 to
discover, connect and engage with each
other.The Online Hub hosts startups, ivestors,
funds, academic institutions, incubators,
accelerators, government bodies and more.
Recently in the Budget, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced that angel tax
will be abolished for all investor classes.

Ola Electric shares sur?e 20%
on day 1 after muted |

The stock ended the session
at R91.19 apiece and its
market capitalisation
surpassed the R 40,000 crore
mark.

NEW DELHI. Ola Electric made a silent
debut on the exchanges with its shares
getting listed at par against its issue price
of R76 on the BSE. However, post-
listing, it witnessed strong buying and hit
a20% upper circuit limit on Friday.

The stock ended the session at R91.19
apiece and its market capitalisation
surpassed the R 40,000 crore mark. The
listing and surge in share prices doubled
founder Bhavish Aggarwal’s fortune.
According to the Bloomberg Billionaires
Index, the 38-year-old entrepreneur
added $1.5 billion to his wealth on Friday,
taking his net worth to $2.7 billion. The
shares defied the negative premium it was

commanding in the unofficial —'

premium market. Ahead of the
listing, Ola Electric shares on
Thursday were trading at a
discount of ?3 in the unlisted
market.

“Ola Electric had a strong market
debut, defying grey market
expectations of a 4-5% discount.
The positive performance is
attributed to its healthy long-term
outlook, 38% market share,
benefits from the PLI scheme, and
advantages of vertical
integration,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit

Financial Services. Commenting |

on the listing, Shivani Nyati, Head
of Wealth, Swastika Investmart, =
said the flat listing performance, I

e

sting

effectively.

Investors are suggested to exit and
book a minor profit, but those
who want to take risks may hold
their position by keeping a stop
loss below 70,” added Nyati. The
much anticipated IPO of Ola
Electric was subscribed about 4.5
times, receiving bids for 198.16
crore equity shares against 46.52
crore shares on offer.

Sensex, Nifty surge 1% on positive
global cues

India’s equity market ended higher
on Friday with the benchmarks-
BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty50 -
gaining over 1% each. The
Sensex closed the session 819
points higher at 79,705 and Nifty
gained 250 points to settle 24,367.

coupled with a mere 4.45 times

subscription, underscores the challenges
the company faces in gaining investor
confidence.“While Ola Electric’s vision
for the EV market is ambitious, the
company’s current financial
performance, marked by consistent

losses, and the highly competitive
landscape have tempered investor
enthusiasm.” “The flat listing highlights
the need for Ola Electric to demonstrate a
clear path to profitability and navigate the
complexities of the EV market

The surge is attributed to positive
US jobless claims data as it eases the fears
ofarecession in the biggest economy. The
market capitalisation of BSE-listed firms
rose R4.46 lakh crore to R450.21 lakh
crore on Friday against R445.75 lakh
crore on Thursday.
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Kolkata doctor murder: Autopsy reveals
sexual assault, 1 arrested amid protests

New Delhi. A preliminary post-mortem of the truth.”.
post-graduate trainee doctor found dead at
Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital has revealed that she was sexually
assaulted before being murdered. One
person has been arrested in connection with
the case amid protests by junior doctors of
the state-run hospital and criticism from the
BJP over law and order.The police stated
that the arrested individual had free access
to several departments of the hospital. He
was arrested after the police reviewed the
CCTV footage. "We have arrested one
person who is an outsider. His activities are
quite suspicious, and he seems to be directly
involved in the crime," a police official told

accused would be hanged ifneeded.

VICTIM WAS BLEEDING FROM EYES,
BODY FOUND IN SEMI-NUDE
CONDITION

Meanwhile, the four-page autopsy
report revealed that the woman
had bleeding from her private
parts and there were injury marks
on other parts of her body."There
was bleeding from both her eyes
and mouth, injuries over the face,
and a nail. The victim was also
bleeding from her private parts.
She also has injuries in her belly,
left leg, neck, in her right hand,
ring finger, and lips," the autopsy

culprits," he said.The Kolkata Police has be hanged. But they should be given the
strictest punishment," she said.

"For those who are protesting, if they feel that
they don't have faith in the state
administration, they can approach any other
law enforcement agency. I have no issue
with that. We want proper and thorough
investigation and stringent punishment for
the culprits," she added.Banerjee urged the
doctors to treat patients while continuing
their protest.Just as we have a
responsibility, the hospital’s superintendent
too has a responsibility. We will also probe
if there was negligence on any part," she
said.

BJPDEMANDS CBI PROBE

constituted a Special Investigation Team Meanwhile, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
(SIT), including members of the homicide
department, to probe the incident.

called the parents and assured them that
appropriate actions would be taken against
the culprits.On the condition of
anonymity, a doctor at the hospital told
PTI, "She had dinner with her juniors
around 2 am She then went to the
seminar room since there is no separate
on-call room to take some rest. In the
morning, we found her body there.”
MAMATA BANERJEE SAYS
ACCUSED CAN BE HANGED
Calling the incident "unfortunate",
Mamata Banerjee said she spoke to the
family of the victim and assured them

PTLI have directed for the case to be taken
to a fast-track court. If needed, the accused
will be hanged, even though I am not pro-
capital punishment. But they should be
given the strictest punishment.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said she directed for the case to be
taken to a fast-track court and that the

Haryana schools to replace 'good
morning' with 'jai hind' greeting

New Delhi. The Haryana Directorate of School
Education has issued an advisory instructing schools to
replace the daily greeting "good morning" with "jai
hind" starting from Independence Day.The directive,
aimed at fostering patriotism and national pride among
students, was sent to all district education officers,
principals, and headmasters. The department
emphasised that "jai hind" should be used before the

national flag is hoisted on Independence Day.

The department noted that "jai hind," coined by Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose during the fight against British
rule, was later adopted by India's armed forces. The
slogan symbolises unity, transcending regional and
cultural differences.The new greeting is intended to
inspire students with a sense of national unity, respect
for India's history, and a daily reminder of their identity
and potential contributions to the nation.

World Lion Day 2024: PM Modi
Shares Stunning Pictures,
Lauds Conservationists

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday
praised the efforts of all those involved in the
conservation and protection work of Lions. The Prime
Minister also took to his X handle on the occasion of
World Lion Day celebrated on August 10, to share a few
stunning images of the big cats.

PM Modi highlighted that in February this year, the Union
Cabinet approved the setting up of the International Big
Cat Alliance, to bring together all the nations of the
world where big cats reside. It seeks to build a holistic
approach to boost sustainable development and also
support community efforts in this regard. This
endeavour, he said received an encouraging response
globally.

PM Modi also extended an invite to all the wildlife lovers
to visit Gir national park and witness the efforts
undertaken to protect the Lion while experiencing the
hospitality of the people of Gujarat.osting a tweet thread
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on X, PM Modi said, "On World Lion Day, I
compliment all those working on Lion conservation and
reiterate our commitment to protecting these majestic
big cats. India, as we all know, is home to a large Lion
population in Gir, Gujarat. Over the years, their
numbers have increased significantly, which is great
news."

In February this year, the Union Cabinet approved the
setting up of the International Big Cat Alliance, to bring
together all the nations of the world where big cats
reside. It seeks to build a holistic approach to boost
sustainable development and also support community
efforts in this regard. This endeavour is receiving an
encouraging response globally.""l also invite all
wildlife lovers to Gir to discover the majestic Asiatic
Lion. It will also give everyone the opportunity to
witness the efforts to protect the Lion and at the same
time experience the hospitality of the people of
Gujarat."

report was quoted by PTI in its
report.According to the Kolkata
Police officer, the incident took
place between 3 and 6 am."Her neck bone
was also found broken. It seems that she was
first strangled and then smothered to death.
We are waiting for the full report of the
autopsy, which will help us identify the

According to the IMD's forecast,

the

Earlier on Friday, the semi-nude body of a
woman was found inside the seminar hall of

state-run hospital.Her father has

claimed that she was raped and killed inside
the RG Kar Medical College and Hospital,
and efforts are underway to “conceal the

of proper action in the case.

Firstly, the incident is unfortunate and
despicable. It feels like a personal loss

to me. Their (doctors') anger and demand is
justified. 1 support it. Police have also
Banerjee said."l
have directed for the case to be taken to a
fast-track court. If needed, the accused will

accepted their demands,"

Serial Killer Who Murdered 9 Women Out of 'Hate'
With Horrific Modus Operandi Arrested in UP

New Delhi. It seems like a tale straight
out from the pages of a crime novel. In
Bareilly, a ‘woman-hating’ 35-year-old
man went on a killing spree to murder 9
middle-aged women before he was
arrested by police. After 14 months of
terror that gripped Bareilly, the police
have finally apprehended Kuldeep
Gangwar. The dangerous man is
responsible for a string of brutal
murders that has claimed the lives of
nine middle-aged women. The
murderer has been dubbed as a 'woman
hater with a traumatized past'.

Kuldeep Gangwar, a resident of
Nawabganj, had been preying on
women in the Shahi-Sheeshgarh area.
Gangwar had been following a
chillingly consistent modus operandi.
He would strangle his victims and
discard their bodies in sugarcane fields.
The police have confirmed his
involvement in six of the murders and
suspect him in the remaining three.

Why Kuldeep Targeted Women?

Kuldeep harbored deep-seated hatred
toward women, stemming from his
troubled past. Witnessing his mother
being abused by his father, and later
being abandoned by his wife, fueled his
rage. This anger drove him to target
women who were alone, often
attempting to assault them before
killing them in a fit of rage.Gangwar’s
hatred was specifically directed at
women in the 45-55 age group,
reflecting his resentment toward his
stepmother, who is also around 50
years old. He avoided detection by
abandoning any target if he felt noticed
and carried out his crimes with a
precision that baffled investigators for
months.

Operation Talaash

SSP Anurag Arya, who led the extensive
manhunt named ‘Operation Talaash,’
revealed the details of Gangwar’s
capture. The investigation was
launched after multiple reports of
women being strangled with their

sarees surfaced. Their bodies were
discovered in secluded fields. Locals
had noticed a lone stranger wandering
from farm to farm, which eventually
led the police to Gangwar. The police’s
operation was extensive, involving 22
teams, the installation of 600 additional
CCTV cameras, and the analysis of
footage from 1,500 cameras. The
breakthrough came when sketches of
the suspect were released, and
Gangwar was identified. To avoid
suspicion, officers dressed as villagers
and observed his routine before
making the arrest.

Now in custody, Kuldeep Gangwar faces
charges under multiple sections of the
IPC, including murder and attempted
rape. The arrest brings some relief to
the residents of Bareilly, who had been
living in fear of the unknown killer. The
investigation continues as police work
to link him to other unsolved cases and
bring closure to the families of the
victims.

IMD Issues Orange Alert, Flood Warnings
For Himachal Pradesh and Other States

New Delhi. The India Meteorological

Department (IMD) has issued an
orange alert for Himachal Pradesh and
several other states due to continued
heavy rainfall across northern India
during the first two weeks of
August. The IMD forecasts that this
heavy to extremely heavy rainfall
will persist in parts of Himachal
Pradesh until August 12.

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
and parts of Rajasthan will
experience heavy rainfall until
August 12. Meanwhile, moderate
rainfall is expected in Jammu and
Kashmir, Haryana, Punjab, and
Chandigarh on August 10. The
weather agency also predicts that
Himachal Pradesh will continue to
face heavy to extremely heavy rainfall
through Saturday, accompanied by

lightning and thunderstorms.

alert remains in effect for Himachal
Pradesh until August 12, with a yellow
warning extending until August 15.

The IMD has also alerted authorities
of a low to moderate risk of flash
floods in isolated areas of Mandi,
Bilaspur, Solan, Sirmaur, Shimla, and
Kullu districts until Saturday.

Risk of Landslides and Damage
Orange and Yellow Alerts An orange In addition to the flash flood warning,

the IMD has cautioned that some

regions could face potential

landslides. There is also a warning of

possible damage to plantations,

=  crops, vulnerable structures, and

kutcha houses due to waterlogging

and strong winds in low-lying

areas.

Earlier, on August 7, the IMD

[ reported significant rainfall across

Himachal Pradesh, with Joginder

Nagar in Mandi district recording

the highest rainfall at 110 mm in

24 hours. The relentless downpour

has disrupted daily life, posing

challenges for both residents and

visitors. The cloudburst and flash

floods that struck on August 1 severely

affected the districts of Kullu, Mandi,
and Shimla.

Calling it a "shameful incident," TMC MP
Saugata Roy stated, "We hope the culprits
will be caught. It's a shameful incident. Our
heads hang in shame. It's tragic that such an
atrocity happened to a doctor."SThe
students of the medical college held a candle
march and protested outside the hospital,
demanding action on the matter.

Joint Panel On Waqf
Bill Formed: These 31
MPs Are Its Members

New Delhi: The joint committee of Parliament to
examine the Waqf (Amendment) Bill will have 31
members -- 21 from the Lok Sabha and 10 from the
Rajya Sabha -- and will submit its report by the next
session.The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha on
Friday adopted a motion moved by Union Minority
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju, who also holds the
parliamentary affairs portfolio, naming the
members to be part of the committee.In the Lower
House, 12 members of the panel are from the ruling
National Democratic Alliance (NDA), including
eight from the BJP, and nine from the opposition. In
the Upper House, four are from the BJP, four from
the opposition and one is a nominated member.

The Lok Sabha members in the panel are Jagdambika
Pal, Nishikant Dubey, Tejasvi Surya, Aparajita
Sarangi, Sanjay Jaiswal, Dilip Saikia, Abhiit

Gangopadhyay, DK Aruna (all BJP); Gaurav
Gogoi, Imran Masood and Mohammadd Jawed (all
Congress); Mohibullah (Samajwadi Party); Kalyan
Banerjee (Trinamool Congress); A Raja (DMK);
Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu (Telugu Desam
Party); Dileshwar Kamait (JDU); Arvind Sawant
(Shiv Sena-UBT); Suresh Mhatre (NCP-Sharad
Pawar); Naresh Mhaske (Shiv Sena); Arun Bharti
(Lok Janshakti Party-Ram Vilas); and Asaduddin
Owaisi (AIMIM).Those included from the Rajya
Sabha are Brij Lal, Medha Vishram Kulkarni,
Gulam Ali, Radha Mohan Das Agrawal (all BJP);
Syed Naseer Hussain (Congress); Mohammed
Nadimul Haque (Trinamool Congress); V
Vijayasai Reddy (YSRCP); M Mohamed Abdulla
(DMK); Sanjay Singh (AAP); and nominated
member Dharmasthala Veerendra Heggade.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla is expected to name the
committee's chairperson soon. There is a view that
BJP's Mr Pal may head the panel but officials said a
final call would be taken by Mr Birla.

Video of mob ussuul’ring people, calling
them Bunglud'es_ in Delhl goes viral

Delhi Police have
initiated an
investigation after
videos showing men
assaulting people and
labelling them as
"Bangladeshi" went
viral. Authorities are

working to identify the ;_ = y
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location of the incident.
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New Delhi.The Delhi Police has launched
a probe following the videos of a group of
men assaulting some people and calling
them "Bangladeshi" that went viral on the

officials stated on

social media,

Friday.The police are trying to determine
the location where the alleged assault
took place.This comes as student protests
in Bangladesh turned into widespread
looting and rioting across the nation, with
especially

minority communities,

by Bangladesh's

targeting Hindu temples.

Hindus, coming under attack. As reported
Daily Star, several
houses and businesses established by
Hindus were targeted by mobs. The
Jammat-e-Islami has also admitted to

g The video circulating on social media
shows a disturbing scene where a group
of men is seen pursuing and assaulting
several individuals. The attackers, who
appear to be acting as a mob, can be heard
accusing their victims of being
¢ Bangladeshis.

The incident raises serious concerns about
targeted violence and the spreading of
xenophobic sentiments, particularly in
the way it is being portrayed and shared
online.Some of the men were also
carrying sticks and hitting the victims,
asking them to leave the area. They also
hurled abuse at them.One of the accused
said, "Our Hindu sisters and daughters
are being raped in Bangladesh," news
. agency PTIreported.

One of the assailants in the video is
suspected to be the same individual
involved in the assault on Kanhaiya
Kumar before the general elections in
northeast Delhi. However, law
enforcement is currently in the process of
verifying these claims.
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Over 100 dead in Israeli
strike at Gaza school
housing displaced
people

World Over 100 people were killed and
dozens of others were injured in an Israeli
strike that targeted a school housing
displaced people in eastern Gaza, Reuters
reported, citing official Palestinian news
agency WAFA on Saturday. The strike
occurred as people were performing prayers,
according to the Hamas-run Gaza
government media office.

"The Israeli strikes targeted the displaced
people while performing Fajr (dawn)
prayers, a matter that led to a rapid increase
in the number of casualties," the office said
in a statement.In a statement, the Israeli
army said its air forces "struck command
and control centre that served as a hideout
for Hamas terrorists and commanders"." The
IAF (Israeli Air Force) precisely struck
Hamas terrorists operating within a Hamas
command and control centre embedded in
the Al-Taba’een school and located adjacent
to amosque in Daraj Tuffah, which serves as
a shelter for the residents of Gaza City," it
said."Prior to the strike, numerous steps
were taken to mitigate the risk of harming
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Donald Trump's aircraft diverted due to
mechanical issue ahead of Montana rally

Bozeman, Montana. Former President

Donald Trump headed to Montana for a
Friday night rally in hopes of ousting the
state’s Democratic senator, but his plane first
had to divert to an airport on the other side of
the Rocky Mountains because of a
mechanical issue, according to airport
staff. Trump’s plane was en route to
Bozeman, Montana, when it was diverted
Friday afternoon to Billings, 228 kilometres
to the east, according to Jenny Mockel,
administrative assistant at Billings Logan
International Airport. The former president
continued to Bozeman via private jet.The
former president came to Montana hoping to
remedy some unfinished business from 2018,
when he campaigned repeatedly in Big Sky
Country in a failed bid to oust incumbent
Democratic Senator Jon Tester.Tester has
tried to convince voters he’s aligned with
Trump on many issues, mirroring his
successful strategy from six years ago.
While that worked in a non-presidential
election year, it faces a more critical test this
fall with Tester’s opponent, former Navy
SEAL Tim Sheehy, trying to link the three-
term incumbent to Democratic presidential

candidate Kamala Harris. Trump kicked off
his rally about 90 minutes behind schedule
and immediately began lacing into Tester.
“We are going to defeat radical left
Democrat Jon Tester, he’s terrible,” Trump
said. “We’re going to evict crazy Kamala,”
he continued, workshopping a nickname on
his new rival.Harris has benefitted
nationally from a burst of enthusiasm among
core Democratic constituencies, who
coalesced quickly around her after President
Joe Biden withdrew from the campaign last
month. She’s drawn big crowds in swing
states, touring this week with Minnesota Gov.
Tim Walz, her choice to be her vice
presidential nominee. Trump’s only rally this
week, meanwhile, will be in a state he won
by 16 percentage points four years ago rather
than a November battleground. Facing new
pressure in the race from a candidate with
surging enthusiasm, Trump on Thursday
called questions about his lack of swing state
stops “stupid.”“I don’t have to go there
because I’'m leading those states,” he said.
“I’m going because I want to help senators
and congressmen get elected.”He will add on
fundraising stops in Wyoming and

Colorado.Trump could be decisive in
Montana’s Senate raceFriday’s rally at
Montana State University, which is
scheduled to start at 8 pm Mountain time, is
expected to draw thousands of GOP
supporters. Yet the former president’s bigger
impact could be simply having his name
above Sheehy’s on the ballot in November,
said University of Montana political analyst
Rob Saldin.“There is a segment of the
electorate that will turn out when Trump is
on the ticket,” Saldin said. And that could
benefit Sheehy, a Trump supporter and
newcomer to politics who made a fortune off

an aerial firefighting
business.Republicans have been on aroll
in Montana for more than a decade and
now hold every statewide office except
for Tester’s.Tester won each of his
previous Senate contests by a narrow
margin, casting himself as a plainspoken
farmer who builds personal connections
with people in Montana and is willing to
break with his party on issues that matter
to them. He’s also become a prolific
fundraiser.The race has drawn national
attention with Democrats clinging to a
razor-thin majority in the Senate and
defending far more seats than the GOP this
year. Tester is considered among the most
vulnerable Democratic incumbents.For him
to win, large numbers of Trump supporters
would have to vote a split ticket and get
behind the Democratic senator.Trump’s
drive to oust Tester traces back to the
lawmaker’s work in 2018 as chairman of the
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.
Tester revealed past misconduct by Trump’s
personal physician, Ronny Jackson, that
sank Jackson’s nomination to lead the
Veterans Affairs Department

civilians, including the use of precise
munitions, aerial surveillance, and
intelligence information," it added.

The fresh strikes came after four schools
across Gaza were attacked in the previous
week.On August 4, two schools serving as
shelters for displaced people in Gaza City
were hit by an Israeli strike, killing 30 and
injuring several others. The previous day, an
Israeli strike on Hamama School in Gaza
Citykilled 17.

Gaza civil defence says
death toll from Israel
strike on school

hetween 90 to 100

World Gaza's civil defence agency said
Saturday the death toll from an Israeli strike
on a school in Gaza City has risen to between
90and 100.

"The death toll is now between 90 to 100 and
there are dozens more wounded. Three Israeli
rockets hit the school that was housing
displaced Palestinians," agency spokesman
Mahmud Bassal told AFP. Gaza's
government media office said there were
"more than 100 martyrs" in the strike.The
Israeli military said it struck a Hamas
"command and control centre" that was
"embedded" in Al-Tabi'een school in the
Daraj neighbourhood.

"Numerous steps were taken to mitigate the risk
of harming civilians, including the use of

Iraqi teen detained in
Vienna after Taylor Swift
concert attack plot foiled

Berlin More suspects will be questioned and
properties searched as investigators continue to
look into the plot, he added. The main suspect, who
had also vowed loyalty to IS, was planning a lethal
assault amongst the estimated 20,000 "Swiftie"
fans set to gather outside Vienna's Ernst Happel
Stadium, prompting the cancellation of all three
shows due to security concerns.The 19-year-old,
who quit his job less than two weeks before the

'Who are we Bengalis': Hundreds hit
Bangladesh streets over ¢ attacks on Hindus

World Hundreds of Bangladeshi Hindus
hit the streets of Dhaka to protest against
a spate of targeted attacks against them
and vandalisation of temples following
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina government
this week amid vociferous student
protests. Videos on social media showed
hundreds of people carrying posters
demanding minorities be "saved" as
slogans of "Who are we? Bengali,
Bengali" rend the air.The protesters
appealed for peace as they blocked an
intersection in the capital on Friday amid
chants of 'Hare Krishna, Hare
Krishna' Hasina's Awami League posted
videos of the protests on X, saying,
"Bangladesh Hindus have taken to the
streets in Shahbagh, Dhaka, to protest the
attacks on their person, properties, and
places of worship since August
5".Widespread looting of houses of
Hindus, who make up about 8 per cent of
the country's population, and targeting of
temples have been reported in Bangladesh
after Hasina fled to India following weeks

Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian
Unity Council has claimed that at least
52 of the country's 64 districts have
been impacted by communal violence.
The council has appealed to Nobel
Peace laureate Muhammad Yunus, who
took charge as head of an interim
government on Thursday, to ensure the
protection and well-being of
minorities."There is deep apprehension,
anxiety and uncertainty among
minorities across the country," the
council said in an open letter on Friday.In
his first address to the nation on Thursday,
Yunus warned that those spreading
anarchy would face the full force of law
enforcement agencies.
The Indian government said the situation
concerning the minorities was worrying
and asserted that it was monitoring the
situation. The MEA, in its weekly briefing
on Thursday, emphasised that various
initiatives have been taken by groups and
organisations in Bangladesh to ensure the
protection of minorities.

of protests over a controversial quota
system in government jobs.Over 230
people have died since te fall of the Awami
League government on August 5.Amid
the violence, a school teacher and two
Hindu councillors were killed and at least
45 people injured, Reuters reported. An
ISKCON temple in Meherpur, located in
Bangladesh's Khulna division, was also
vandalised and set on fire.Hundreds of
Bangladeshi Hindus have attempted to
enter India by crossing the land border.
India shares a nearly 4,096 km long land
and riverine border with Bangladesh.The

planned attack, saying he "had big plans", has
made a full confession in custody, according to
authorities. Two other Austrians aged 17 and 15
were detained on Wednesday over the alleged plot.
The 17-year-old, who had been given a job with a
company that was providing services at the
stadium, has so far refused to give evidence,
according to Karner.The boy, who also appears to

For freed Russian opposition activist Ilya Yashin, resuming work against Putin s his priority

BERLIN: All Russian opposition politician
Ilya Yashin had with him when he was

dissident, released last week in the
historic East-West prisoner exchange,

convicted of spreading false information
about the Russian military after he made
remarks on YouTube about hundreds of

precise munitions, aerial surveillance, and
intelligence information," a statement
said.The Islamic Jihad Palestinian military
group said that the strike took place "during

he was wearing.

released from his penal colony in a swap
was his toothbrush, a tube of toothpaste,
his expired passport and the prison garb

admits he doesn't quite know how to be a
politician in exile, a role that was forced
upon him against his wishes.But in an
interview Friday in Berlin with The

corpses found in the Kyiv suburb of
Bucha after Russian forces withdrew
from the area in March 2022, some bound

have been radicalised, was already known to
authorities.The 15-year-old continues to be
questioned intensively by police, Karner added.

Austrian authorities are reported to have received
information about the Swift concert threat from
US intelligence, as Austrian law does not allow the
monitoring of instant messaging apps, which the
suspects had used to communicate.

"Cooperation with foreign partners and services is
essential and reciprocal. This made it possible to
prevent a tragedy in Vienna," Austrian Chancellor
Karl Nehammer said.

Kamala Harris's daily campaign blitz in
battleground states, rmp takes it easy

Phoenix, United States, An 18-year-old Iraqi
national was detained in Vienna in connection with
investigations into an alleged plot to attack a
Taylor Swift concert in the Austrian capital,
Austria's interior minister said on Friday.The Iraqi
comes from the same circle as the main suspect, a
19-year-old Austrian with North Macedonian
roots, Interior Minister Gerhard Karner said.The
Iraqi suspect swore allegiance to the Islamic State
(IS) terror group on August 6, but it remains
unclear whether he had a direct link to the planned
attack, Karner said.More suspects will be
questioned and properties searched as

Associated Press, he said he wanted to
continue campaigning against Russia's
war in Ukraine, trying to free more
political prisoners and advance projects
to unite the country's fragmented
opposition."There is a lot of work," said
Yashin, visibly tired from his tight
schedule.A vocal and outspoken critic of
President Vladimir Putin, Yashin was

and shot at close He was serving 8 1/2
years in prison when on Aug. 1, Russian
authorities put him on a plane to Turkey
in the exchange.It wasn't something he
wanted or sought, Yashin stressed at a
news conference after arriving to
Germany along with other Russian
dissidents. In fact, he had said at one
point that he would.

But he has hit the ground running.

Within days of arriving in Germany, Yashin
not only bought new clothes, set up a
smartphone and reunited with his
parents, but also held a news conference,
fielded questions from his supporters live
on YouTube and held a rally in a Berlin
park — even if it meant he didn't have
time to catch up on sleep.The 41-year-old

the dawn prayer".Ismail Al-Thawabta,
director general of the Gaza government
media office, told AFP that the strike
"resulted in more than 100 martyrs and
dozens of injuries, most of which are in
severe and critical condition".Gaza
government media sources said the school
was housing about 250 women and children,
about half of them women and children.

Plane carrying 62
people crashes in fiery
wreck in Brazil's Sao
Paulo state, no
SUrvivors

World A plane carrying 58 passengers and four
crew crashed Friday in Brazil's Sao Paulo
state, killing everyone on board, local
officials said.

The aircraft, a French-made ATR 72-500
operated by the airline Voepass, was
travelling from Cascavel in southern Parana
State to Sao Paulo's Guarulhos international
airport when it crashed in the city of Vinhedo.

Brazilian television network GloboNews
showed footage of a large area on fire and
smoke coming out of an apparent plane

stadium, has so far refused to give evidence,
accordmg to Karner.The boy, who also
appears to have been radicalised, was already
known to authorities.The 15-year-old
continues to be questioned intensively by
police, Karner added. Austrian authorities are
reported to have received information about
the Swift concert threat from US intelligence,
as Austrian law does not allow the monitoring
of instant messaging apps, which the suspects
had used to communicate."Cooperation with
foreign partners and services is essential and
reciprocal. This made it possible to prevent a

Donald Trump has
held just five
rallies since the
Republican National
Convention
concluded in mid-
July, which is one

fuselage in a residential area full of houses.
Additional footage on GloboNews showed a
plane drifting downward vertically, spiralling
as it fell."There were no survivors," the city
government in Valinhos, which was involved
in the rescue and recovery operation in
nearby Vinhedo, said in an email sent to AFP.

fewer than Kamala
Harris is staging
this week alone.

investigators continue to look into the plot, he
added.The main suspect, who had also vowed
loyalty to IS, was planning a lethal assault amongst
the estimated 20,000 "Swiftie" fans set to gather
outside Vienna's Ernst Happel Stadium, prompting
the cancellation of all three shows due to security

than two weeks before the planned attack, saying
he "had big plans", has made a full confession in
custody, according to authorities.Two other
Austrians aged 17 and 15 were detained on
Wednesday over the alleged plot.

The 17-year-old, who had been given a job with a
company that was providing services at the

tragedy in Vienna," Austrian Chancellor Karl
Nehammer said.Swift, hose next scheduled
performance is in London next week, has not
commented on the concert cancellations.British
police have said there is nothing to indicate that the
Vienna plot would have any effect on the London
show.

A video The Associated Press obtained from a concerns.The 19-year-old, who quit his job less

bystander and verified shows at least two
bodies strewn about flaming pieces of
wreckage.In a statement, Voepass reported
"an accident involving flight 2283."

"There is still no confirmation of how the
accident occurred," it said.The city of
Vinhedo, with about 76,000 residents, is
located approximately 80 kilometres (50
miles) northwest of Sao Paulo.At an event in
southern Brazil, President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva asked the crowd to stand and observe
a minute of silence as he shared the news. He
said that it appeared that all passengers and
crew aboard had died, without elaborating as
to how that information had been obtained.

Sao Paulo's fire department wrote on social
network X: "Aircraft crash, 7 teams involved,
so far only this information."Nathalie Cicari,
who lives near the crash site, told CNN Brasil
the impact was "terrifying.""l was having
lunch when I heard a very loud noise very
close by," she said, describing the sound as
drone-like but "much louder.""T went out on
the balcony and saw the plane spinning.
Within seconds, I realised that it was not a
normal movement for a plane.

DEIRAL-BALAH, Gaza Strip.Israeli troops
launched a new assault Friday into the
southern Gaza city of Khan Younis,
targeting Hamas fighters who the military
claims still operate there despite repeated
offensives, as American, Qatari and
Egyptian mediators renewed their push for
Israel and Hamas to reach a cease-fire deal.

Israeli evacuation orders triggered yet another
exodus of Palestinians from the heavily
destroyed eastern districts of Khan Younis,
where many had just returned less than two
weeks ago — after the Israeli military’s last
incursion into the city in July.A wave of
Israeli airstrikes in the southern city Friday
killed at least 21 Palestinians, medics at the
city’s Nasser Hospital said. Israeli
bombardment also continued to pound
central Gaza on Friday, with the bodies of
eight Palestinians — all women and children
— arriving at Al-Agqsa Martyrs Hospital
from a barrage of airstrikes that hit the town

of Deir 1-Blah and Nuseirat refugee
camp. With tensions running high along the
Israel-Lebanon border, an Israeli drone
strike on Friday crashed into an SUV in the
Lebanese city of Sidon, killing a Hamas
official identified as Samer al-Haj on the
main road to the southern port city,
Lebanon’s state media reported.The
explosion engulfed al-Haj’s car in flames
just outside the sprawling Palestinian
refugee camp of Ein al-Hilweh, where
Lebanese media reported that he oversaw
security matters. Israel confirmed it targeted
al-Haj, describing him as a senior Hamas
commander and accusing him of recruiting
militants to attack Israel as well as directing
rocket launches.In the Gaza Strip, one of the
airstrikes in Khan Younis hit the home of the
Abu Moamar family, killing a Palestine TV
journalist, his wife and three daughters.
Another strike smashed into tents housing
displaced people in Mawasi, a costal

community just west of Khan Younis that the
Israeli military has designated as a
humanitarian zone, killing a journalist for
the Hamas-run Al Agsa TV channel and five
others. A third airstrike targeted a car in
Khan Younis.Thousands had fled the city
Thursday, carrying essentials like small gas
cylinders, mattresses, tents, backpacks and
blankets.It’s at least the third time that Israeli
forces have launched a major incursion into
Khan Younis, where Isracli and American

Israeli troops launch anew assault into Gaza’s Khan Younis as mediators push for cease-fire talks

officials have said they believe Yahya
Sinwar, Hamas’ newly named top leader
and one of the architects of the Oct. 7 attack
on Israel, could be hiding. Hamas’ military
wing, the Qassam Brigades, pledged
allegiance to Sinwar as its new leader and
promised to carry out his
decisions.Haniyeh’s swift replacement
“shows that Hamas is coherent and strong,”
said Abu Obaida, the group’s chief
spokesperson.The Israeli military said
Friday its warplanes struck 30 Hamas
targets in the city, including fighters and
weapons storage sites. It said troops were
searching for Hamas tunnels and other
infrastructure while fighting “above and
below ground.”war in Gaza, the mediators’
push aims to resume indirect negotiations
for a cease-fire that have been on hold since
Sinwar’s predecessor, Ismail Haniyeh, was
assassinated in a presumed Israeli blast in
Tehran on July 31.
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Indian hockey team gets grand
welcome, Air India gives
special gesture

New Delhi. The bronze medal winning
Indian men's hockey team were given a
grand welcome as they returned to the
country from the Paris Olympics 2024 on
August 10, Saturday. The Indian team, led
by captain Harmanpreet Singh, secured the
third spot after beating Spain in the play-
off match. This was the hockey team's
second medal in a row at the Olympics, a
feat they achieved for the first time since
1972 . Harmanpreet was leading the team
out in Delhi as they reached the city on
Saturday morning, as they were welcomed
with garlands and tri-colour stoles. There
was dhol playing in the background as the
team made it out of the airport as the fans
and media arrived in large numbers to meet
the stars. The likes of Sukhjeet and
Mandeep Singh were seen dancing to the
tunes of dhol outside the airport as the fans
cheered them on. You can see the full video
below:

A few members of the team, including PR

Sreejesh, were missing from the players
who returned after the campaign. Sreejesh
was selected as the joint-flagbearer during
the closing ceremony of the Paris
Olympics, and he will be only returning
after the close of the event.

Air India's special gesture for the hockey
team

Hockey India would also share a video
showing Air India paying a special tribute
to the bronze medal winners. While the
players and their families were seated
inside the flight from Paris, the pilot would
inform everyone they were traveling with
the hockey team and this started huge
round of applause for the players as the
cabin crew also joined in.The players will
now head to the Major Dhyanchand
stadium on Saturday for a meet and greet
session with fans and media personnel. The
campaign in Paris saw India win a record-
extending 13th medal at the games.

Olympics: Australian
breakdancer cruely
trolled after performance
goes viral

New Delhi. Breakdancing made its
historic debut at the Paris Olympics on
August 9th, but not without controversy.
One performer, Rachael Gunn, also
known as 'Raygun,' found herself at the
centre of a social media storm following
her routine during the women's contest.
Gunn, a 36-year-old Australian with a
background in creative arts, took to the
stage in a dark green and gold tracksuit,
symbolising her Australian heritage.
However, it wasn't her outfit that caught
the most attention-it was her
unconventional moves.During her
performance, Gunn included a move
where she squirmed on the floor while
holding her chin with one hand. This
unusual element of her routine sparked
widespread criticism and trolling online,
with many questioning whether it was
appropriate to introduce such street
performance elements into the
prestigious setting of the Olympics. The
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backlash intensified when it was revealed
that Gunn scored no points for her routine
and was eliminated from the competition
during the round-robin stage.One move,
in particular, a kangaroo hop, became a
focal point of online ridicule. Social
media users were quick to mock the
move, with many sharing clips and
memes that portrayed Gunn's
performance as laughable. Despite the
negative reaction, Gunn's performance
has kept her in the public eye, with
discussions about her routine continuing
long after she exited the competition.

««Aman won the bronze medal at the

««Aman wouldn't sleep during the

Rahul Dravid On His Lowest Point As India’s

Head Coach

Dravid began his tenure as

head coach in November 2021,

and his last assignment was
the T20 World Cup 2024, which
India won by defeating South
Africa in the final on June 29.

New Delhi. Rahul Dravid ended his stint as the

head coach of the Indian men’s cricket team
on a high note. In his last assignment, India
managed to end the 11-year wait for an ICC
trophy by winning the T20 World Cup title.
In the summit clash played at Kensington
Oval in Barbados on June 29, 2024, the Rohit
Sharma-led side defeated South Africa by
seven runs to give Dravid a memorable
farewell.Dravid, who began his stint as head
coach after India’s forgetful exit from the

group stage of the 2021 T20 World Cup in
November 2021, won multiple bilateral
series during his two-and-a-half-year stint,
but there were some setbacks as well.During
his time, India suffered a humiliating defeat
by 10 wickets against England in the semi-
final of the 2022 T20 World Cup and by 209

runs against Australia in the 2023 World Test
Championship final. In addition to that,
despite winning 10 matches in a row, India
failed to win the ODI World Cup as well last
year.All these painful defeats are tough to
forget, but during a recent interview, when
Dravid was asked about his lowest point as

Shedding 4.6 kg in 10 hours, Aman Sehrawat
clears weigh-in, wins Olympic bronze

57 kg category

night

«Coach Dahiya said that they had to &3

keep checking the weight every hour

New Delhi. Ahead of his bronze medal play-

off, Aman Sehrawat faced a daunting
challenge after his semifinal defeat on
Thursday, August 8. Weighing in at 61.5kg,
4.5 over the permissible limit for the men’s
57kg category, the Indian wrestler had just
10 hours to shed the excess weight.
Alongside him were Indian coaches
Jagmander Singh and Virender Dahiya, who
took on the critical task of helping him lose
the extra weight in time for the next weigh-
in.Being within the permissible limit in
wrestling has now taken centre stage since
the Vinesh Phogat fiasco. The Indian
wrester was disqualified from the women’s
50kg final for being just 100g over the limit

| am a woman:

during the second-day weigh-in. The
wrestler is now left at the mercy of the Court
of Arbitration of Sport to decide on her plea
and possibly award her a joint-silver medal.
Jadmander and Dahiya, however, were clear
with their mission when it came to Aman as
they wanted to avoid another Vinesh
situation.The clock was ticking after Aman,
only 21 years old, lost his semifinal bout to
Japan’s Rei Higuchi around 6:30 pm. With
no time to spare, Aman and his coaches
embarked on an intense effort to meet the
weight requirement, determined to prevent
another heartbreaking disqualification.

PTI would reveal the intense session that

Aman had to go through to ensure he made
the weight in the end.

Aman's weight-loss sessions

Imane Khelif

on gender row after Olym

New Delhi. After being surrounded by the

raging gender row controversy, Imane
Khelif won the gold medal as she defeated
the world champion Yang Liu of China at the
Paris Olympics 2024. She became the gold
medallist in the women's 66kg category by a
unanimous decision. Khelif finally broke
her silence on the controversy and said that
she was born and raised like a woman. The
25-year-old is Algeria's first Olympic gold
medallist in women's boxing and their first
overall boxer to win a gold medal since
1996."As for whether 1 qualify or not,
whether I am a woman or not, I have made
many statements in the media," Khelif said
after her victory. "I am fully qualified to take
part in this competition. I'm a woman like
any other woman. I was born a woman, |
lived a woman, I competed as a woman,
there's no doubt about that. [The detractors]
are enemies of success, that is what I call
them. And that also gives my success a

special taste because of these attacks,"
Khelif told the media after her win.Imane
Khelif was subjected to intense scrutiny on
social media, with people questioning her
womanhood as well.

"My honour is intact now," Khelif said. "But

the attacks that I heard in social media were
extremely bad and they are meaningless and

Mat Session: The 'mission' kicked off with
a 1.5-hour mat session, where Aman
engaged in standing wrestling under the
guidance of his two senior coaches.Hot-
Bath Session: This was followed by a 1-
hour hot-bath session to help him start
sweating and cutting weight.Gym
Session: At 12:30 am, they headed to the
gym. Aman had a non-stop 1-hour run on
the treadmill to further promote sweating.

Short Break: After the treadmill session,
Aman took a 30-minute break.Sauna

Sessions: Post-break, Aman underwent five
S-minute sauna sessions to continue
shedding weight.Massage and Jogging:
Despite all this, Aman was still 900g over
the limit. He received a massage and then
engaged in light jogging as advised by his
coaches.Running Sessions: Aman then
completed five 15-minute running sessions.
By 4:30 am, he weighed 56.9kg—100g
below the limit.Hydration: Throughout
these intense activities, Aman was given
lukewarm water with lemon and honey,
along with a bit of coffee.No Sleep: After
completing the weight cut, Aman did not
sleep, staying alert until the weigh-in.Aman
would reveal that he wouldn't sleep and was
watching wrestling videos all night.

breaks silence
pic gold win

they impact the dignity of people and I think
that now people's thinking has changed. The
controversy stemmed when the
International Boxing Association (IBA)
disqualified Imane Khelif and Taiwan's Lin
Yu-ting from the World Boxing
Championship in 2023 due to presence of
XY chromosomes. However, the IBA was
stripped off its status as global governing
body of boxing and the International
Olympics Association took over and found
the two boxers eligible to contest.

"My honour and dignity above anything else"
Imane Khelif slammed the IBA for their

actions and remained steadfast that her
honour is above anything else."As for the
IBA, since 2018 I have been boxing under
their umbrella. They know me very well,
they know what I'm capable of, they know
how I've developed over the years but now
they are not recognised any more. They hate
me and [ don't know why.

. ‘We Were Very Close But. ..’

head coach of Team India, he ignored the big
defeats and instead picked the series loss
against South Africa in 2021-22.According
to him, India had a great chance to win the
first-ever Test series in South Africa at that
time, but despite going 1-0 up, India lost the
next two matches.“If you ask me what is the
lowest point, I would say the South Africa
Test series early on in my career. We won the
first Test match in South Africa in Centurion,
and then we were playing in the second and
third Test match. We have never won a series
in South Africa, as you know. It was a really
big opportunity for us to win that series.
Some of our senior players were not there.
Rohit Sharma was injured, and we didn’t
have some senior players in that series. But
we were very close, and in both the Test
matches—the second and the third test
matches—in the third inning, we had a big
opportunity. We could have set a decent
score and won the game, but South Africa
played well. They chased back in in the
fourth inning. So I would say that that was
probably my lowest point in my coaching of
not being able to win that series in spite of
being ahead."

When Olympics had art
contests and an Indian won a
silver medal

New Delhi. The Olympic Games is the biggest

event of sportspersons in the world and is
synonymous Wwith sporting prowess. But
imagine this: the first Indian to win an
Olympic medal — a Silver -- wasn't a
sportsperson, but an artist. Even around 76
years ago, Olympic medals weren't restricted
to just sports. And in 1948, a 33-year-old
Indian man with British citizenship snagged
a Silver for his sculpture 'Skating the
Stag'. The Indian artist was Chintamoni Kar
and his sculpture had nothing to do with the
majestic horned and hooved mammal.
Rather, it was of a young woman displaying
the 'stag', a variant of the split jump in figure
skating.The keyword for the Olympic art
competitions was 'sport' -- the piece of art
being submitted had to be sport-related, a sort
of marriage of culture and sports, as per the
ancient Greek concept behind the first
Olympic Games.It was ironic nevertheless
that one of the last medal winners in this
classical 'marriage' was for a piece of art that
featured a female sportsperson, something
unthinkable in Ancient Greece, and also
frowned upon by the father of the modern
Olympics, Baron Pierre de Coubertin. HOW
ART WAS CELEBRATED WITH SPORTS
AT OLYMPICS

It was Baron Pierre de Coubertin who had

envisioned sports and arts being celebrated
side by side, and it was upheld in the form of
art competitions running alongside the
Olympic Games from 1912 to 1948, with
juries presenting 151 Olympic medals for
original fine arts works in five categories --
architecture, literature music, painting and
sculpture.Even though KD Jadhav is hailed
as the first Indian to win an individual
Olympic medal for the country in the 1952
Helsinki Games where he bagged a Bronze in
Wrestling (Men's freestyle 57 kg),
Chintamoni Kar had walked away with a
Silver in just the previous edition. Yet, very
few know his name.In this, perhaps,
Coubertin failed in his vision of the Olympic
Games, placing sports and art on equal
pedestal.Interestingly, India's Olympic
medal tally had already gotten its first notch
all the way back in 1900 when Norman
Pritchard bagged two Silvers for India in
Athletics (Men's 200m, Men's 200 m
hurdles). While Pritchard was a Britisher
born in India, Chintamani Kar was an Indian,
born in India, but participating under a
British citizenship.Why were art
competitions started off in the Olympics, and
why were they done away within a few
decades?*“Everyone that I’ve ever spoken to
about it has been surprised,” says Richard
Stanton, author of 'The Forgotten Olympic
Art Competitions' in an interview to
Smithsonian Magazine.

Boxer Imane Khelif wins Olympic gold amid
gender row: 'Success has special taste’

New Delhi. Algerian boxer Imane Khelif won

a gold medal Friday at the Paris Olympics,
emerging a champion from a tumultuous run
at the Games where she endured intense
scrutiny in the ring and online abuse from
around the world over misconceptions about
her womanhood.Khelif beat Yang Liu of
China 5:0 in the final of the women's
welterweight division, wrapping up the best
series of fights of her boxing career with a
victory at Roland Garros, where crowds
chanted her name, waved Algerian flags and
roared every time she landed a punch.After
her unanimous win, Khelif jumped into her
coaches' arms, one of them putting her on his
shoulders and carrying her in a victory lap as
she pumped her fists and grabbed an Algerian
flag from the crowd."For eight years, this has
been my dream, and I'm now the Olympic
champion and gold medalist," Khelif said
through an interpreter. Asked about the
scrutiny, she told reporters: "That also gives

my success a special taste because of those
attacks."

"We are in the Olympics to perform as
athletes, and I hope that we will not see any
similar attacks in future Olympics," she
said.Fans have embraced Khelif in Paris
even as she faced an extraordinary amount
of scrutiny from world leaders, major
celebrities and others who have questioned
her eligibility or falsely claimed she was a
man. It has thrust her into a larger divide
over changing attitudes toward gender
identity and regulations in sports.It stems
from the Russian-dominated International
Boxing Association's decision to disqualify
Khelif and fellow two-time Olympian Li Yu-
ting of Taiwan from last year's world
championships, claiming both failed an
eligibility test for women's competition that
IBA officials have declined to answer basic
questions about."I'm fully qualified to take
part in this competition," Khelif said Friday.

<

"I'm a woman like any other woman. I was
born as a woman, I live as a woman, and I am
qualified."The International Olympic
Committee took the unprecedented step last
year of permanently banning the IBA from
the Olympics following years of concerns
about its governance, competitive fairness
and financial transparency. The 10C has
called the arbitrary sex tests that the sport's
governing body imposed on the two boxers
irretrievably flawed.The IOC has repeatedly

reaffirmed the two boxers' right to
compete in Paris, with President Thomas
Bach personally defending Khelif and
Lin while calling the criticism "hate
speech."Khelif noted that she has boxed
in IBA competitions since 2018 but now
"they hate me, and I don't know why.""I
sent them a single message with this gold
medal, and that is that my dignity and
honor are above all else," she said.The
IBA's reputation hasn't stopped the
international outcry tied to
misconceptions around the fighters, which
has been amplified by Russian
disinformation networks. It also hasn't
slowed two boxers who have performed at
the highest levels of their careers while under
the spotlight's glare. Khelif was dominant in
Paris at a level she had never reached before:
She won every round on every judge's
scorecard in each of her three fights that went
the distance.
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> Farhan Akhtar Recalls Hrithik

'/ Roshan's Reaction To Being Replaced
By SRK In Dm!: 'If You Feel He ...

Sharva
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I Varhan Akhtar began writing the script for
Don soon after the release of Hrithik
Roshan’s Lakshya. He told Hrithik that
wanted to cast him in the film and would soon
J } present him with a script. However, while
ets n Om t ls writing, Farhan could only think of Shah Rukh
y Khan. Farhan said that Hrithik graciously told
him to pursue Shah Rukh as it was his
/] ! project.Farhan told Raj Shamani on his podcast,
00 ea e aa e ea ‘-.{ “I reached out to Hrithik and I told him that I am
L) thinking about remaking Don. He said *Sounds
amazing” and [ said ‘Let me write it and 1 will
harvari Wagh has been currently dominating headlines with her bring it to you’. While writing it, the only person
back-to-back stellar performances. After two successful releases whose face kept popping into my head was Shah
this year, the actress is gearing up for the third film, Vedaa. Amid Rukh.” Farhan said that Shah Rukh felt like the
her busy promotion schedule, the actress was recently spotted at the right fit for the film due to his “personality, wit,
Mumbai airport. She was seen in a chic yet casual airport look. Moreover, sarcastic humour™. ] i i
a trendy interaction with the paps left the actress When I'was writing, it felt like this guy is actually
laughing her heart out.Sharvari Wagh was seen : L 4 the kbesi algn')t[il‘tl?r ﬂlllls parlttblt‘: ]t hal_? ta;lrt:.iad);
wearing a loose fitted denim trouser along with a white '?q;._m'&, _ Spﬁ En OHr?h‘lk Sod [1m]1dglm_a 0# \Tha 0130;
knotted crop top. She also wore white trainers and left . oaus uph rf'_tl ' ar:” 10:C "'T;.f ?t ave c-..g
her hair loose. The actress briefly posed for the - WHHRg e Al 20C A JUKt Toeig more'an

more that I should reach out to Shah Rukh. He
said ‘Farhan, you have to make your film, you
have to make it the way you want to make it and if
you are feeling he is the guy, please go ahead and
call him, don’t worry about me’, That is a very
gracious thing,” he recalled. Hrithik later made a
cameo appearance in the 2011 film Don 2, which
was also headlined by Shah Rukh.

paparazzi outside the airport as well as clicked
selfies with a few fans. But before she entered the
airport, Sharvari burst out laughing as a pap shouted
the viral phrase, “Chin Tapak Dum Dum.”

Sharvari will soon be sharing screen space with John
Abraham in Vedaa. The film directed by Nikkhil
Advani is scheduled to release in theatres on August

15. Her Farhan Akhtar went on to praise Shah Rukh in the
f1rst same conversation and said, “He can talk about
release any topic and he will have his point of view on
this year, that. He is a good listener. He is well read and he
Munjya, is also interested in people. He is curious and
was a adventurous. He likes to have a nice time and he
commercial doesn’t like the weight of things too much. He is

a fun guy to hang around. He added, “There is an
inherent charm he has that is magnetic and it is
both on and off the screen. He is easy, it doesn’t
feel laboured and that ease makes you feel
comfortable. He works really hard and that has
kepthim where heis.”

Naga Chaitanya Was 'Depressed'
After Divorce From Samantha, Is
'Happy' Getting Engaged To Sobhita

success and

earned over

Rs 100 crore.

Speaking

about the

success of the

film, Sharvari

stated, “It has

been an awesome

month for me

professionally. To

have a huge

blockbuster to my
credit in the second film of my career, Munjya is an absolutely
amazing feeling. Interestingly, people again thought I was the
*surprise factor’ of the film and it meant the world to me.” The film
also starred Abhay Verma and Mona Singh. It follows the story of the
eponymous mythical creature who wreaks havoc in the life of Bittu, played by Abhay.

The actress also received the IMDb *Breakout Star’ STARmeter Award for her portrayal in Munjya. The IMDb
‘Breakout Star’ STARmeter Award recognises stars who have continuously ranked high on the IMDb app’s
Popular Indian Celebrities. The list displays the page views of IMDb’s over 250 million monthly visitors
worldwide. Sharvari was last seen in the Netflix movie Maharaj opposite Junaid Khan.Meanwhile, Sharvari
Wagh has also been cast in Alpha along with Alia Bhatt. Alpha began production last month and is being
directed by Shiv Rawail. It is part of the YRF Spy Universe, which includes hit films such as Salman Khan’s
Tiger series, Shah Rukh Khan’s Pathaan, and War, starring Hrithik Roshan.

aga Chaitanya’s father, superstar
Nagarjuna has finally opened up about
his son’s engagement to Sobhita

Dhulipala. In a recent interview, Nagarjuna
revealed that Chay was “depressed” after his

[ ]
separation from Samantha Ruth Prabhu but is
now “very happy” getting engaged to
Sobhita.“It (engagement) went very very well.
Chay has found happiness again. He is very

happy. So am I! It has not been an easy time for

. Chay or the family. The separation from

Looks Ready For The Festive Season In A Ivory Lehenga | semania t rim very depressea. vy boy
doesn’t show his feelings to anyone. But 1

Klshmika Mandanna is one of the popular actors of the South film industry. Debuted with the Kannada knew he was unhappy. To see him smile

film Kirik Party, the actress spanned her wings to Hindi, Tamil and Telugu films. She has worked in again...Sobhita and Chay make a wonderful

uperhit films like Geetha Govindam, Dear Comrade, Bheeshma, Pushpa: The Rise, Varisu and couple. They love each other dearly,”
Animal. She has carved a niche for herselfin the world of fashion. She is known for her impeccable fashion Nagarjuna told Times Now.

sense. From casual attire to traditional wars, Rashmika Mandanna effortlessly dons every kind of outfit Naga Chaitanya, who got engaged to Sobhita on

to look stunning. She recently stole the limelight along with Vicky Kaushal as she turned August 8, was previously married to Samantha
showstopper at India Couture Week 2024. She showcased the stunning collection designed by Ruth Prabhu. They dated for a few years before
designer duo Falguni Shane Peacock. The photos have gone viral now.In her latest viral photos, tying the knot in 2017. However, the two
Rashmika Mandanna was seen wearing not one, but two ensembles. To open the show, she announced their separation in October 2021
wore a Chikankari lehenga in an ivory-white hue with pearls. It was embroidered with i.e. after four years of their marriage. Back
emerald stones and Swarovski crystals. She complemented her outfit with a matching then, they had issued a statement asking fans
blouse that had a deep neckline and delicate beadwork. She completed her outfit with a and followers for privacy as they ‘move
matching dupatta. She . : on’.sked if separation from Chay has affected

accessorised her outfit with
statement maang tikka and
rings. To look glam, Rashmika
Mandanna applied winged
eyeliner, shimmering eye
shadow, darkened brows and
mascara-adorned lashes to
look stunning. She reached of |
believing in oneself as an
important measure of life in
her caption section.*When
you finally find yourself,
love yourself and feel
comfortable in your own

his relationship with Samantha, Nagarjuna
shared, “That remains unaltered. What
happens between a couple is an entirely
different matter.Naga Chaitanya and Sobhita
Dhulipala’s engagement was an intimate
ceremony, attended by family members only.
Opening up about the same, the Brahmastra
actor added, “Only the immediate family was
there. Sobhita’s parents and sister. Chay’s
mother was there, of course. My wife, Amala,
was there. That’s it. We chose this day because
it is very auspicious. Both families consulted
the Nakshatras, and when we were told August
8 was a very auspicious day, we decided to go

skin.. everything changes!! ’ 3 ahead with it.”On Thursday, Nagarjuna took to
But it takes a lot to get here.. ‘ AR P his X handle to share the first official photos of
most importantly it’s your Naga Chaitanya and Sgbhita Dhulipala’s
upbringing and the influence of people around you matter most is what I"ve realised. engagement. “We are delighted to announce
Some things you learn in life when you see the beautiful changes!™ wrote Rashmika the engagement of our son, Naga Chaitanya, to
Mandanna in the caption. Sobhita Dhulipala, which took place this
Fans flooded the comment section with compliments and heart emojis. While some called morning at 9:42 a.m.!! We are overjoyed to
her the “hottest”, others labelled her as the “most gorgeous heroine of the South film welcome her into our fa_m]_ly. Congratu_ian_(ms
industry”. Rashmika Mandanna was last seen in the Sandeep Reddy Wanga-film to the happy CO'-_‘PIE! Wishing them a lifetime
Animal. She starred opposite Ranbir Kapoor in the film. oflove and happiness.
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