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A truly electrifying dancer

The gathering at Lahore was restive as the dance
show began much behind schedule. This left
young Yamini Krishnamurthy tasked with
nursing the viewers’ grievance primarily. She
took up the challenge along with a risk: opening to
a long piece. “If they liked it, they would stay
around,” the artiste would later recall the gamble.
Not only did the residents of the heritage city
cheer her, many among the enthralled even sang
with her towards the end of the
programme.Yamini was already established
when this episode unveiled in Pakistan’s Punjab
province. Yet, practical tips during tricky
Junctures would invariably come from her father.
“Suppose you start with a small item and many in
the audience leave immediately. You are defeated
easily,” suggested M Krishnamurthy, who often
travelled with Yamini, knowing her calibre. He
foresaw the victory in the Paris of the East.

In any case, Yamini had won over her family as a
little girl. At five and just into school, she told her
parents that academic studies bored her. “I want to
dance, nothing else,” she kept announcing —
louder as days passed by in the Cauvery delta
where she grew up as a child. The elders were all
art-inclined, but they sensed no career in anyone
taking up Bharatanatyam full-time in the 1940s.

The Telugu kid living in Tamil land had her reason.
A couple of minutes’ walk from her house in
Chidambaram would take Yamini to the imposing
Nataraja temple. Its exquisite architecture
featured statues that enticed her much —
especially Shiva in his cosmic dancing posture.
Spending all day for months together in its
precincts, Yamini decided that dance alone would
define her life.The determination led Prof
Krishnamurthy to eventually take the child to
Kalakshetra. In between, for seven years, Yamini
lived in hilly Madanapalle in ancestral Andhra
Pradesh. Kalakshetra was only a couple of
furlongs away from their residence in Madras. It
took one glance at the bright-eyed child for
theosophist Rugminidevi Arundale to conclude
that the aspirant was a promise. Indeed, the 12-
year-old student went on to rise as an icon — and
for not just Bharatanatyam. She redefined the
status of Kuchipudi and made meaningful inroads
into Odissi as well. As the late scholar SN
Chandrashekhar used to note, Yamini infused
freshness while presenting the three classical
forms, seldom mixing up the movements.

By the time Yamini was in her twenties, India of the
1960s had begun to acknowledge the stature of its
vintage arts At age 15, Yamini saw Tanjore
Balasaraswati perform. Stunned, she strived to
emulate the icon. Two years later, in 1957,
Yamini’s Bharatanatyam debut at Madras marked
the start of her fine assimilation of two major
schools: Pandanallur and Kanchipuram. The
lyrical movements of the first came through
Kittappa Pillai, while Ellappa Pillai’s
unhurriedness emboldened her rhythmic patterns.
Dandayudhapani Pillai’s choreographies inspired
her. Devadasi Mylapore Gowriammai honed
Yamini’s abhinaya skills. She also learned
Carnatic: vocals from the unconventional MD
Ramanathan and the veena from the purist
Kalpakam Swaminathan.Past her teens, Yamini’s
liking for Kuchipudi grew further. She decided to
learn it, ignoring voices that dubbed the Andhra
dance folksy. Vedantam Laxminarayana Sastry,
Chinta Krishnamurthy and Venugopala Sarma
guided her eminently. Around tﬁat time, she
decided to learn Odissi, too, primarily under Puri-
born Pankaj Charan Das, who had taught the
celebrated Kelucharan Mohapatra — also
Yamini’s guru later.By 35, Yamini had herself
become an established teacher, with 400 students.
A decade and a half later, in 1990, she founded a
dance institute in the national capital, which was
already her home. “Till then, I was a busy
performer within the country and abroad,” she’d
wind back. “Setting up a school implied less time
for composing. Yet, I could groom a whole lot of
disciples.”

A Padma Vibhushan awardee, Yamini moulded her
own style through eclecticism, but never insisted
her pupils must follow her — even the self-
invented leaps that made her distinct on the stage.
“Deep knowledge about Hindu mythology,
though, is essential for excellence.”

Yamini’s prime-time performances for rustic
audiences across the Hindi belt earned her the
name ‘bijli’. “She was truly electrifying,” notes
art historian Ashish Mohan Khokar. To many, her
dance was representative of the Nataraja image
that stayed inside her from the toddler days.that
had undergone grand reinventions.

THE death of Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, the last

Unchanging climate in the Literary world

As Amitav Ghosh has lamented, not enough cognisance is being taken of the reality of climate change

Just a week before the unimaginable human tragedy in
Kerala’s picturesque Wayanad region, I happened to view
an animated film that was being shared on social media. It
was a rendering of Malayalam writer Thakazhi
Shivashankara Pillai’s short story, ‘Vellappokkathil” (‘In
the Flood’). It’s the poignant tale of a dog that is left
stranded in a hut while his master and family escape in a
rescue boat during a severe flood. The story captures the
agony of the dog who endures the ravages of weather,
pangs of hunger and the insensitivity of passing humans
even as he guards his master’s hut. The backdrop to this
tale of loyalty and resilience was the Great Flood of 1924,
which had submerged much of Kerala and devastated
India’s first monorail system in the tea gardens of
Munnar. Exactly a hundred years later, a similar tragedy
recurred in Wayanad. Landslides triggered by torrential
rain and a swollen river that changed course erased three
villages off the map.

Extreme weather patterns continue to wreak havoc, from
flash floods and landslides in Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand to unprecedented rain in Delhi, Maharashtra
and Assam. All this, after we witnessed one of the worst
summers of all time. At the recent Paris Olympics, too,
climate change was a talking point as the heatwave got to
the athletes, prompting gymnast great Simone Biles to
exclaim that it felt “like 9,000 degrees”. Climate change is
a talking point when 200 mm of rain turns Dubai into a
river, when fruit orchards shrink in the Himalayan region,
or when photos of a rapidly melting Swiss glacier take the
Internet by storm. In other words, the perils of climate
change are no longer a distant possibility but an everyday
reality. But have we come to grips with it, or much less, do
we fully grasp its import?Many Indian writers have
penned cautionary tales about environmental loss,
ecological imbalance and human greed. Mahasweta Devi
addressed this in her Bengali novella ‘Pterodactyl, Puran
Sahay and Pirtha’ (1995), where the prehistoric flying
reptile warns, “We are extinct by the inevitable natural
geological evolution. You too are endangered.... Forests
extinct, animal life obliterated outside of zoos and forest
sanctuaries. What will you finally grow in the soil, having
murdered nature in the application of man-imposed
technology?” In similar vein, Arun Joshi’s 1990 novel,
‘The City and The River’, is a fable that is a critique on
autocracy as well as on environmentalism and the
destructive consequences of development. More recently,
Janice Pariat’s ‘Everything the Light Touches’ is an
exploration of the human understanding of nature and
ways in which the bond can be forged.

But perhaps the one writer who has consistently engaged
with climate change and been vocal about it is Amitav
Ghosh. In “The Hungry Tide’ (2004) and ‘Gun Island’
(2019), where the Sundarbans is both the backdrop and
life-force of the narrative, he captures the fragility of the

Marxist Chief Minister of West Bengal, on

Thursday marks the end of an era for West Bengal's

political and cultural landscape. He was known for
his intellectual rigour, literary acumen and a deep

commitment to the ideals of socialism. He joined
the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in 1966,
rising through the ranks with a quiet determination
that would come to define his political career.
Bhattacharjee took over the reins of West Bengal in
2000, succeeding the legendary Jyoti Basu, and
served as CM till 2011 when Mamata Banerjee's
Trinamool Congress won, ending the Communists'
rule spanning 34 years.Bhattacharjee's life was a
testament to the transformative power of
conviction. He was seen as a bridge between the
ideological rigidity of his party and the pragmatic
demands of governance. His dedication to the cause |-
of the Left Front was unwavering, earning him |

respect across the political spectrum.

mangrove ecosystem as well as its fury when threatened
by man-made interventions. ‘The Living Mountain’ is
another allegorical wake-up call to climate reality. A few
years ago, Ghosh had lamented that the literary world had
not taken enough cognisance of this reality. In his book
‘The Great Derangement’, Ghosh wrote that the very
mention of climate change was enough to relegate a novel
or a short story to the genre of science fiction. “It is as
though in the literary imagination, climate change were
somehow akin to extraterrestrials or interplanetary
travel... ifthe urgency of a subject were indeed a criterion
of its seriousness, then, considering what climate change
actually portends for the future of the Earth, it should

Tenacious leader

Buddhadeb dreamt of a progressive Bengal

Another August etched in memory

surely follow that this would be the principal
preoccupation of writers the world over — and this, I
think, is very far from being the case.”

While one may not agree that science fiction deals only with
interstellar explorations or apocalyptic scenarios, Ghosh
may have a point about how mainstream fiction can no
longer afford to sidestep the realities of climate change.
“The real story,” concedes acclaimed science fiction
writer Kim Stanley Robinson, “is the one facing us in the
next 30 years.” In fact, Robinson’s much-talked-about
book, ‘The Ministry for The Future’, opens with a deadly
heatwave that kills millions in India. Ifit sounds ominous,
one can only hope that fiction doesn’t meet reality.

Bhattacharjee's tenure was characterised by his
efforts to modernise West Bengal's economy, a move
that was both bold and controversial. His Singur and
Nandigram land acquisition initiatives aimed to
attract industrial investment, sparking widespread
protests that became defining moments of his regime.
Despite the controversies, his vision for a more
prosperous West Bengal was clear and his efforts laid
the groundwork for future development.

Beyond his political endeavours, Bhattacharjee was
known for his love of literature and music, reflecting a
deep appreciation for the cultural tapestry of Bengal.
His simplicity and accessibility endeared him to the
people, making him a leader who was both respected
and loved. His legacy is a reminder of the
complexities of governance and the enduring impact
of steadfast leadership. His personal beliefs and
principles are best demonstrated by his pledge that his
body be donated to a government hospital for
research.

August 1947 redefined the Indian subcontinent. This may have been a time to celebrate Independence, but at least in the North, the shadow of Partition was overwhelming. - File photo

August 1947 redefined the Indian subcontinent. This
may have been a time to celebrate Independence,
but at least in the North, the shadow of Partition
was overwhelming. My parents and those of their
generation that I met or knew never referred to this
as a moment of ‘Independence’ and a time of joy.
There is enough anecdotal evidence to suggest that
the ones who remained unaffected by Partition
celebrated the break from imperial Britain, while
some, whose lives were shattered, even bemoaned
the schism. Few, if any, looked past the obvious to
learn that much of the forces and convoluted
processes that led to Partition were the direct result
of colonial policy.In the immediate aftermath of
this cataclysm, there were two broad categories of
perspectives — those who wholeheartedly
condemned the British and their exploitative
measures and, surprisingly, another group that
quietly whispered, ‘We were better off as colonial
subjects.’ Both groups had reason to feel what they
did. But both, no matter what take they had on the
matter, had been thrown off the deep end and now,
Independence or not, Partition or not, survival was
all that mattered. This was a moment when
humanity as a collective had failed — and
miserably at that. If anything, individuals with
humanity lit small lamps of hope and kindness in
the mass of darkness.Some years later, in another
August, war broke out with Pakistan. In 1965,
General Ayub Khan launched one of our
neighbour’s periodic misadventures and attacked
India. I was a bare toddler when this war came. We
were far away from any scenes of battle. Yet, given
that my parents were of the generation that had
gone through Partition, its trauma remained
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embedded in their minds. They, not unexpectedly,

were fearful of loss and separation from their loved

ones. For me, this came in the shape of a small
silver bracelet that remained with me for several
years. Then it went wandering and has not
returned. It may be in some odd box somewhere,
but the odds are that this piece of functional
ornament, worn just once, has slipped away and
gone to the great ‘wherever-whatever’ of
missing objects.

This bracelet had my name on the obverse and the
address at the back. In essence, it said, ‘If found,
please return bracelet and wearer to owner.’ This
bracelet was my parents’ way of writing down
my home and origin, should I get separated from
them.Once the air-raid siren sounded, we would
troop down to a room in a neighbour’s house that
the Civil Defence had designated as the safest
place to be. Almost everybody carried flasks of
tea or coffee and something to eat. Our windows
had been pasted over with brown paper crosses
— “Shattering glass can be lethal”. In a canvas
satchel, my father had a first-aid kit, with the
essentials of the 1960s — gauze bandages,
cotton wool, mercurochrome and tincture. In
that half-darkened space, there must have been
around 20 adults and children. In this world that
has become increasingly hateful, and with
people who had survived hate, what I recall in
that room is an extraordinary sense of calm.
Most, if not all, religions were represented.As
older memories become sharper and sounds
heard long ago are not echoes but ring clear,
apart from the occasional cough or sneeze, or of
a flask being opened and closed, the only sounds
were of rosaries clicking and a merging hum of
the ‘Gayatri Mantra’and the ‘Japji Sahib’.




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com

Tuesday, 13 August 2024

Sensex, Nifty gain as markets
ignore Hindenburg's claims
against Sebi chief

New Delhi. Sensex and Nifty gained despite Hindenburg
Research's recent allegations against Sebi chief
Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband, with Dalal Street
investors largely ignoring the claims.By 11:38 am, the
S&P BSE Sensex had risen by 247.16 points to
79,953.07, while the NSE Nifty50 dropped 60.55 points
t024,428.05.

Both indices were down in early trade due to weak global
cues.Broader market indices also recovered, and
volatility decreased, even with the US short seller’s
accusations.JSW Steel, Infosys, Axis Bank and HDFC
Bank were among the top gainers, while railway PSU
RVNL surged nearly 9%.However, some Adani Group
stocks dipped in early trade as a knee-jerk reaction to
Hindenburg's claimsDr. V' K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit Financial Services,
noted that global and domestic factors, including US
consumer data and core CPI numbers, would play a
significantrole in influencing the market this week.

He added that stability in the yen suggests that concerns
about the yen carry trade are easing, with US economic
trends and Fed rate expectations likely having more
influence on market movements.On the domestic front,
Vijayakumar mentioned the Hindenburg report but
downplayed its potential impact on the market. He
emphasized that the “buy-on-dips” strategy, which has
been effective during this bull run, is likely to continue
working.Sebi and Madhabi Puri Buch have both issued
statements in response to Hindenburg’s allegations.

The market had advised market participants to remain
calm and conduct proper due diligence before reacting
to the claims.

Gold, silver price : Precious
me’ruls record hike on MCX

New Delhi Both gold and silver prices recorded a hike on
the Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) on Monday,
August 12, 2024.Gold futures, maturing on October 4,
2024, stood at Rs 69,930 per 10 grams on the MCX,
after recording a jump of Rs 35 or 0.05 per cent. The
previous close was recorded at Rs 69,895.Meanwhile,
silver futures, maturing on September 5, 2024,
witnessed a marginal hike of Rs 187 or 0.23 per cent and
were retailing at Rs 80,730 per kg on the MCX against
the previous close of Rs 80,543.The gold and silver
prices in India depend on several factors, including the
value of the rupee against the dollar. Global demand
also plays a key role in determining the trends observed
in the rate of precious metals.

GOLD, SILVER PRICES IN
MARKET

Gold prices struggled for momentum on Monday as
investors looked forward to a key inflation report that
could shed more light on the U.S. central bank's next
policy move, news agency Reuters reported.

According to the latest metal report, spot gold eased 0.13
per cent to $2,427.86 per ounce by 0352 GMT, while,
U.S. gold futures dipped 0.3 per cent to $2,466.40.

Wealth creation! Learn to pay
yourself first

Many of you would have heard of this before, however,
for those who have not, Pay Yourself First is a great way
of creating wealth for you in the long run. Paying
yourself first is a powerful strategy that can transform
your financial life and set you on the path to long-term
financial success.

By prioritising saving (and investing), automating SIP
contributions, and staying disciplined in your financial
habits, you can build wealth steadily over time and
achieve your financial goals. Invariably this discipline
helps you in other aspects of your life too!

What it means is that when you get your salary, PAY
YOURSELF before you pay anyone else. Step One is of
course to set your goals and when you get the salary
credited make sure that all the SIPs —for buying a house,
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a car, marriage, retirement etc., get debited before you
are tempted to spend it on something else.It is easier to
save and learn to invest when you are young, unmarried
and not supporting anyone. So if you start learning
about saving and investing, the better it is for you in the
long run.

How should you go about doing this?

First set clear goals and identify the SIP for each one of the
goals. When you are 22 years of age your goals could be
— buying a bike in 2 years, buying a house in 10 years,
marriage in 8 years, retirement in 36 years, etc. When
you automate 110,000 for each of these goals and start 4
SIPs of 110,000 each, on the due date the amount is
invested in those pre-chosen 4 mutual fund schemes.
This means you have 140,000 less available for your
immediate day to day expenses.

This automation helps — to stop or postpone an SIP is
boring and painful, so most people do not interrupt it.

Review and make alterations — If the market has suddenly
done very well you may be able to buy the bike in say 19
months instead of 24. If that happens you will have

110,000 available for other goals. If you don’t have any
immediate need, just increase the amount for
retirement. You can always redirect it for some other
goals.

DHAKA. Businesses

Yes Bank aims to ramp up growth capltal margins

MUMBAL Yes Bank, which is in talks with
investors to give an exit to the SBI-led
lenders who are its majority shareholders,
sees profitability improving and the
resultant gain in Rol (Return on
Investment) from this fiscal as the Rs
44,000 crore tied up in the Rural
Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF)
will begin to come back to the bank in
tranches from this fiscal.

This will have Rs 11,000 crore getting
released, ramping up its growth capital
and margins. “Having achieved the PSL
target last fiscal, we’ll get Rs 11,000 crore
released from the RIDF by November or
December, shoring up our growth capital
and the margins. This means we can lend
more, and improve our margins, leading
to increased Rol,” Prashant Kumar,
managing director and chief executive of
the bank, told TNIE in an interaction.

As much as Rs 44,000 crore are tied up in
the RIDF now for not achieving the
mandated PSL targets in the previous four
fiscals since the bankruptcy of the bank,
he said. The RIDF, set up in 1995-96 to
finance rural infrastructure projects, is
maintained by the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development
(Nabard).“People are comparing us with
competition, completely disregarding

“Our operating profit is growing

where we started off from. There |
are certain legacy issues as the
bank was not meeting its priority
sector lending targets, as a result
Rs 44,000 crore of our assets are |
sitting in the RIDF accounts
where return is 2% below the
reporate,” he said.

steadily and we’ve delivered
strong netincome, but the issue is !
people are judging us as °
compared to competition. I think

in another 12-18 months we

would be in line with the market on the
profitability front,” Kumar said. The bank
reported a net profit of Rs 502.43 crore
for the June quarter, a jump of 47% over
last year. He expects the bank’s return on
investment, which is the real gauge of
profitability for a lender, has fallen to a
nadir with the crisis has been steadily
improving. The Rol was a low 0.5% in
FY22, which improved to 0.78% in FY24
and it should be closer to 1% in FY25 and
cross 1% in FY26.While the main reason
for the low Rol is the RIDF fund, which
limits its growth capital, the other main
reason for this is not having any high
margin yielding business, Kumar said.
Sounding bullish about the coming years,

Kumar said going forward, the bank will
be better off as its more margin-yielding
retail loan book has crossed 60% as of the
June quarter. Earlier, the bank had a small
retail book as its focus was corporate
lending.Another reason for rising
profitability is the increasing returns from
the NPAs sold to JC Flowers ARC. So far
50% (Rs 3,400 crore of the Rs 6,800
crore) of security receipts has been
resolved. That apart, the bank has got an
upside of Rs 1,000 crore over and above
these security receipts and the net carry
value of the remaining receipts is only
0.4%, he said.In December, Yes Bank
sold NPAs worth as much as Rs 48,000
crore for cash and security receipts. The
portfolio purchase price was Rs 11,200

crore as of March 2022.Asked
about entering any new segment
like wealth management,
insurance or mutual funds, he
ruled out pursuing any such plans
saying, including gold loans, our
immediate and mid-term priority
is to improve the profitability of
the bank in general and the Rol in
particular.“The only area we
want to enter is microfinance
which we will do through an
acquisition. Last year we tried a
buyout but did not go ahead as
valuations were too high. We are
constantly evaluating a good MFI
candidate,” the ex-SBI official who was
selected by the RBI to sail the bank out of
the crisis said.

On the reason for not entering the high

margin and least risk gold loan segment,
he said “this segment 1s stronger in rural
markets, where we have minimal
presence. Plus this is a high investment
business as we need to set up store rooms
and storage vaults which given urban
focus is not worth attempting now given
our present weak balance-sheet.” After
the Reserve Bank-managed rescue act in
Mach 2020, the private sector bank is
owned by SBI and other lenders.

Businesses in Bangladesh hit by cash supply drought: Report  RVNL shares jumped 9% in

in
Bangladesh are facing a liquidity |
crunch as the central bank has |
capped the withdrawal of cash
from banks at Tk 2 lakh amidst
uncertainty in the country
following the fall of the Sheikh
Hasin-led government, a media
report said on Monday.The
Bangladesh Bank set a cash |
withdrawal limit of Tk 2 lakh (Rs 7
1.42 lakh approximately) per “i§
account on Saturday, increasing it A
from the Tk 1 lakh announced
earlier.

The central bank decided this due to

security concerns as police are yet to
return to work fully, following the
clashes between police and students
during the widespread protests against
Hasina's Awami League-led
government over a controversial quota
system in jobs.Interim Finance and
Planning Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed
on Sunday also said that the limit on
cash withdrawals was required given
the current situation.Businesses,
especially those mainly dealing with
cash transactions, said they would be in
a tough situation if the cash crisis
lingers and restrictions remain next
week, The Daily Star newspaper
reported.Ahmed, a former governor of
Bangladesh Bank has said that the top
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priority of Bangladesh's interim
government is to bring the economy
back on track and restore the people's
trust in the banks.

Talking to reporters on Saturday for the

first time after assuming office, Ahmed
said the government's priority is to
restore the trust of common people in
the banks while resuming the
operations of the central bank.Business
owners said their operations have
halted since the second half of July
when the widespread protests erupted.

Abu Bakar Siddique, an oil wholesaler in

one of the largest kitchen markets in
Dhaka, Karwan Bazar, said his bank
would not allow more than Tk 1 lakh to
be withdrawn."This is a big problem.
As aresult, the normal pace of business
is being disrupted," the report quoted

him as saying. He said most
business transactions are
being conducted through
bank-to-bank transfers or
real-time gross
settlements.Taslim Shahriar,
deputy general manager of a
major commodity importer
and processor, said not all
business people accept
cheques. "We have to pay in
cash too, but now,
transactions are only taking
place through bank-to-bank
transfers and cheques. The sooner this
problem is resolved, the better for us,"
Shahriar said.A senior official of
another major commodity importer and
processor said, "As such, [ am unable to
pay the full salaries to those who are
daily wage earners. I told the workers to
wait this week as there is no way I can
manage cash now."Asserting that daily
wage earners are facing a very difficult
situation, the official said, "It's
inhumane for them. If this situation
persists for long, it will be very difficult
to conduct business."Riad Mahmud,
managing director of National Polymer
Group, said he believes the situation
will hamper business if it persists,
according to the report. However, he
said it will not substantially hinder
activities if it lasts a short time.

Voltas Q1 profit up over two-fold to Rs 335
cr; sells 1 million AC units in June quarter

NEW DELHI: Air conditioning maker

and engineering services provider
Voltas Ltd on Monday reported an over
two-fold jump in consolidated net
profit at Rs 335 crore for the first
quarter ended June 30, 2024, led by a
"significant volume growth" from its
room AC business.Besides, the Tata
Group firm also achieved the
"milestone" of one million units of AC
sales in Q1 FY25" and its total income
crossed Rs 5,000-crore mark in the
June quarter.It had posted a
consolidated net profit of Rs 129.42
crore in the April-June period a year
ago, The company said in a regulatory
filing. Voltas' revenue from operations
was up 46.46 per cent in the June
quarter. It was at Rs 3,359.86 crore in
the corresponding quarter a year
ago.Total expenses of Voltas increased
41.44 per cent to Rs 4,520.40 crore in

the June quarter of FY25.oltas' total
income in the June quarter was up
45.81 per cent to Rs 5,001.27 crore.In
the first quarter of this financial year,
Voltas' revenue from "unitary cooling
products for comfort and commercial
use", which has room AC business, was
up 51.24 per cent to Rs 3,802.17 crore.
It was at Rs 2,513.97 crore in the
corresponding period last fiscal.lts
overall volume grew by 67 per cent in
the AC segment in the April-June
period.

"The Unitary Cooling Products business

continued to outperform the market
and maintained its growth
momentum," it said, adding "Voltas
continues to be a market leader both in
Split and Window Air-conditioners
with an Exit Market Share of 21.2 per
cent as on June 2024."Revenue from
"electro-mechanical projects and

services", which comprises domestic
and international projects businesses,
rose 39.77 per cent in the June quarter
to Rs 949.13 crore.The Domestic
Projects business with a presence in
MEP (Mechanical, Electrical and
Plumbing), Water, Electrical & Solar
has grown due to a healthy carry
forward order book. Timely execution,
focus on completion certification and
other related project management
initiatives have resulted in a robust
bottom-line growth," it said.For
International Projects Business,
projects in UAE and Saudi continue to
deliver good performance and drive
revenue growth for the business.
"Strong project execution, timely
assessment of cost and profitability
have ensured a better bottom-line
performance after facing challenges for
the last few quarters," it said.

early trade. Worst over for
multlbagger PSU stock?

New Delhi Railway Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL) shares saw a sharp rise in early
trade, jumping 9% and reversing recent
losses.At 11 am, the stock was trading at Rs
562.65, up significantly from its opening
price of Rs 522.35.

The surge in RVNL shares aligns with broader
positive sentiment in the railway
sector.Other railway stocks, such as IRFC
and Ircon International, also experienced
gains of around 2-4% in early trade.The rally
follows the Cabinet Committee of Economic
Affairs' recent approval of new railway
projects worth Rs 24,657 crore.These
projects are expected to enhance logistical
efficiency, connect previously unlinked
areas, and improve transportation networks,
which could lead to streamlined supply

chains and accelerated economic growth.
The completion of these projects is slated for
FY 2030-31.Despite a recent downturn in

railway stocks, market analysts remain
optimistic about their potential, citing the
government's focus on infrastructure
development as a key driver for future
growth.This government backing has
provided a significant boost to railway
stocks, including RVNL, as they rebound
from recent losses.At the same time, the
domestic stock markets are going through a
volatile period and there are concerns related
to the overvaluation of some company
stocks.Given the situation, experts have
asked investors to buy on dips and aim for
long-term gains.

Hindenburg doubles down: Sebi chief
Madhabi Buch's response now confirms...

NEW DELHI Hindenburg Research
escalated its feud with India’s stock
market regulator Sebi and its chief,
Madhabi Puri Buch, alleging conflicts of
interest and fresh instances of financial
impropriety tied to the Adani Group.The
US short-seller's fresh salvo soon after
Sebi and Buch and her husband
vehemently denied allegations of
leniency towards business tycoon
Gautam Adani and his group of
companies. In a joint statement, the
Buchs described the claims as "baseless
allegations and insinuations" devoid of
truth.indenburg, which has been locked in
a bitter public dispute with the
conglomerate since publishing an
explosive report alleging corporate
malfeasance and stock manipulation in
January last year, cited whistleblower
documents to support its claims.Sebi
Chairperson Madhabi Buch’s response to
our report includes several important
admissions and raises numerous new
critical questions,” the firm said in a
statement on X.ushing back against the
Buchs' claims of no wrongdoing,
Hindenburg alleged that their response to
its report essentially confirms that they
invested in an obscure
Bermuda/Mauritius fund structure

Member “Buch’s statement promised a
‘commitment to complete
transparency’. Given this, will she
publicly release the full list of
consulting clients and details of the
engagements, both through the
offshore Singaporean consulting firm,
the Indian consulting firm and any
other entity she or her husband may
have an interest in? Finally, will the
Sebi Chairperson commit to a full,
transparent and public investigation
into these issues?” Hindenburg asked.
The Buchs and their associated firm, 360-
One, denied any wrongdoing, asserting
the fund in question never invested in
Adani securities. They also maintained
that the Buchs held a minor stake in the

alongside money allegedly siphoned by
Vinod Adani, the brother of Gautam
Adani.She [Madhabi Buch] also
confirmed the fund was run by a
childhood friend of her husband, who at
the time was an Adani director. Sebi was
tasked with investigating investment
funds relating to the Adani matter, which
would include funds Ms Buch was
personally invested in and funds by the
same sponsor which were specifically
highlighted in our original report. This is
obviously a massive conflict of interest,"
the firm said.The short-seller also

accused Buch of maintaining active
consulting firms while serving as Sebi
chief. Questioning the transparency of
Buch's consulting companies, which she
set up during her time in Singapore, the
firm noted that one of these companies,
Agora Advisory Limited (India), was still
99 per cent owned by Buch and was
generating revenue while she oversaw
investigations into the Adani
Group.Hindenburg also alleged that Buch
used her personal email for business
dealings under her husband's name while
serving as a Sebi Whole Time

fund and had no influence over
investment decisions.Sebi, meanwhile,
defended its handling of the Adani-
Hindenburg matter, saying 23 of 24
investigations are complete, with one
nearing closure. The market watchdog
blamed the lengthy process on
cumbersome enforcement procedures.
The regulator had also initiated its own
proceedings against Hindenburg
Research, accusing the New York-
headquartered firm of misleading
disclosures to profit from short selling.
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Statue of Pak's

New Delhi: The iconic statue at the 1971
Shaheed Memorial Complex in
Bangladesh has been vandalised amid
protests in the nation, and Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor has reacted sharply to the
incident, calling out "anti-India
vandals".The statue commemorated the
moment Pakistan surrendered in 1971,
thereby ending the Bangladesh Liberation
War and the Indo-Pakistan War.

Taking to X, he shared a picture of the broken
statue, and said he was "sad" to see such
developments."Sad to see images like this
of statues at the 1971 Shaheed Memorial
Complex, Mujibnagar, destroyed by anti-
India vandals. This follows disgraceful

—
IR

TLAEN

attacks on the Indian cultural centre,
temples and Hindu homes in several places,
even as reports came in of Muslim civilians
protecting other minority homes and places
of worship," Shashi Tharoor tweeted.The
Congress MP further wrote that the attacks
on minorities in Bangladesh clearly show

the

"Congress Involved In Creating
Economic Anarchy": BJP On
Hindenburg Report

New Delhi: The Congress "wants the stock market to
crash" the BJP's Ravi Shankar Prasad said Monday as
the ruling party continues to hit back at the opposition
over short-seller Hindenburg Research's latest
allegations of financial misconduct against the Adani
Group. The ex-Law Minister also claimed the Congress
is "involved in creating economic anarchy" and "hatred
against India".

He also underlined India's position as a "safe, stable and
promising market".Ravi Shankar Prasad's scathing
comments come a day after party colleagues Rajeev
Chandrasekhar launched a similar attack on the
Congress, declaring the party is "seeking foreign help to
discredit (and) destabilise our financial markets and to
create chaos in the country... by spreading
anarchy"."After losing for a third time (referring to the
2024 general election) and the Congress and its closest
'toolkit' allies now want to make the Indian economy
unstable. Congress today has developed hatred against
India. What Congress wants is to bring back 'control
Raj'..." Mr Prasad told reporters."This report was
released on Saturday... they raised this aggressively on
Sunday so the stock market can take a hit," he
continued, "Politics of Congress has 'toolkit' and 'chit
politics'."

"We are proud the Indian stock market is stable today. We
want to salute small investors... this basically means
they do not believe in the 'toolkit' and the Hindenburg
report,” Mr Prasad raged.Last week United States-
based Hindenburg released a new report claiming
Securities Exchange Board of India chief Madhabi Puri
Buch had a stake in obscure offshore entities used in
alleged financial wrongdoing by the Adani Group.

Kolkata rape-murder: AIIMS
Delhi doctors make 6 demands
amid uproar, strikes on

New Delhi. Thousands of doctors and post-graduate
students held strikes across the country to protest over
the rape and murder of a 31-year-old woman trainee
doctor, whose body was found in Kolkata's RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital, last week and triggered
shockwaves.

Members of the Resident Doctors' Association (RDA) of
Delhi's AIIMS put forth six demands, including the need
to hand over the case to the CBI for an inquiry, strict
action against the culprits, adequate compensation to the
victim's family, termination of principal and security in-
charge of the hospital, written assurance from Central
Government for implementation of Central Protection
Act for doctors, and the declaration of a building or
library in institute in her name.The trainee doctor was
found in a seminar hall at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital with injury marks on her body, and an autopsy
later confirmed that she was raped before being
murdered. The accused, a civic volunteer, was arrested
on August 10 (Saturday) and has been sent to 14-day
police custody.

The civic volunteer was not officially associated with RG
Kar Medical College and Hospital but was known to
frequent the premises.

MEDICAL COLLEGE PRINCIPALRESIGNS

Dr Sandip Ghosh, the principal of RG Kar Medical
College, resigned as junior doctors, interns and
postgraduate trainees of the facility continued their strike
for the fourth day on Monday, demanding a magisterial
inquiry into the rape and murder of a 31-year-old woman
trainee doctor.The doctors and medical students had
been demanding the resignation of Dr Ghosh. Speaking
to reporters, Ghosh said that he was "getting defamed on
social media" following the heinous crime, adding that
the victim was "like my daughter"."As a parent, I resign.
This should not happen to anyone in the future," he
added.

Patients faced inconvenience as the outdoor centres of RG
Kar College and Hospital remained closed due to
protests by doctors and medical students over the
incident.Over the past three days, junior doctors had
been attending to emergency duties, but as of Monday
morning, they have ceased even those responsibilities,
sources told news agency PTI.West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has vowed to seck the death
penalty for the accused. She said she would transfer the
case to the CBI if the Kolkata Police were not able to
crack the case by Sunday (August 18).

"agenda"
agitators.Shashi Tharoor urged Bangladesh
interim government head, Nobel Peace
Prize winner Muhammad Yunus to take

of some of the
the

RG Kar Hospital horror: Kolkata police on
high alert to ensure women safety

New Delhi:In the wake of the RG Kar
hospital horror killing, higher officials
in Kolkata police department have
issued an alert order for women's safety
in the city. Guidelines have been
released by the department, and they
have assured there would be zero
tolerance towards such incidents
henceforth.The police will first
identify areas prone to crimes against
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"urgent steps" to restore law and order in

country in the "interest of all

Bangladeshis of every faith"."India stands
with the people of Bangladesh at this

with the public to spread a message
about women's safety.

here is also a need for the police to
interact more with women doctors,

women and adequate measures will be

adopted to ensure their safety. This
includes frequent police patrolling
across the city.CCTV cameras will be
installed in public places wherever
possible and a CCTV cell will be set up
in order to take immediate action
against crime.

The city police would further review the
security system at government
hospitals, homes, and women's hostels.
Measures will be taken to ensure such
incidents are not repeated.Soon, the
police plan to have more interactions

Haryana BJP expels ex-Delhi Minister
within 6 hours of joining party

New Delhi. Former Delhi Cabinet
Minister Sandeep Kumar was
expelled from the Haryana BJP just six
hours after the party leaders
discovered his controversial past,
which he allegedly tried to
conceal.BJP leaders stated that
Kumar deliberately hid his
previous tenure as an AAP leader
and minister. "Sandeep Kumar has
been suspended from the primary
membership of the party for hiding
certain facts about his past life,"
announced Haryana BJP in-charge
Surendra Puniya on the |
microblogging platform X.Kumar,
who was involved in several
controversies, was removed from the
Delhi Cabinet on August 31, 2016,
after a CD emerged showing him in a
compromising position with two
women. He was subsequently arrested

school

college students (female),
students (female) to find out issues that
threaten their safety.Women police
forces may be utilised efficiently, and
they would also visit hospitals and
colleges.All officers in-charge have
been asked to brief their respective

by Delhi Police on September 3, 2016,
after a woman accused him of giving
her a spiked drink, raping her, and
filming the act. The video went viral
on social media, prompting Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal to

remove him from his ministerial post.

The victim claimed she was exploited

under the pretence of receiving a
ration card, while Kumar denied the
allegations, calling them an attempt to

Called the 'Instrument of Surrender',

turbulent time, but such anarchic excess

cannever be condoned," his tweet read.

the
statue depicted the signing of a document
on December 16, 1971, by the Pakistan
Army to the Indian forces and Bangladesh's
Mukti Bahini.

Major-General Amir Abdullah Khan Niazi,
representing the Pakistani side at the time,
surrendered with his 93,000 troops before
Lieutenant General Jagjit Singh Aurora,
who was then General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of India's Eastern
Command.

- E ., He was also the joint commander of the

Bangladesh forces. AK Khandker, then
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Bangladesh
Forces, represented the Provisional
Government of Bangladesh at the
ceremony. It was the world's largest
military surrender, in terms of number of
personnel, since World War II.

The student protests in Bangladedsh initially

subordinates on women's safety. They

must also be told how to behave in

public. And how to talk to women and
elderly people.

There is also a need to interact more
with staff of government hospitals,
including doctors, nurses and others,
to let them know that the police are
always available to help
them.Security at medical colleges/
government hospitals should be
reviewed. In case of resource
constraints, measures must be taken
to ensure security is in place at the
premises.Important helpline
numbers (100 dial), email addresses,
and other contact numbers should be
provided to the public.The order

read, "There is a need to monitor our

own people. We are part of a

disciplined force. People look to the

police for help. We cannot be seen on
the wrong side of the law. This must be
clearto one and all in the department."

defame him.Kumar also sparked
controversy by dedicating a
government school to his wife, Ritu,
and claiming he touched her feet daily.
He gained attention in 2015 after
defeating five-time MLA Jai Kishan
) and was subsequently inducted as
a minister in Kejriwal's
government, overseeing the
Women and Child Development
Department.Before joining the
BJP, Kumar formed his political
outfit, 'Kirti Kisan Shere Punjab,'
in 2021. He joined the BJP in the
presence of Haryana CM Nayab
Singh Saini but was suspended
after his controversial past came to
light. Kumar hails from Sargathal
village in Sonipat, graduated from
Delhi University in 2004, and earned a
law degree from Chaudhary Charan
Singh University in 2009.

Amid the unrest,

1971 surrender vandalised
n Bangas Shashi Tharoor reacts

started as demonstrations against quotas in
government jobs, but turned into anti-
government, leading to the deaths of more
than 400 people and the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina as the Prime Minister. On August 5,
she resigned and escaped to India, and
continues to hide in an unspecified site.
minorities, especially
Hindus, have been facing attacks, in which
mobs have vandalised and looted their
houses, and even lynched them. The attacks
have caused a massive accumulation of
Bangladeshis in the India-Bangladesh
border states, mostly Bengal. Muhammad
Yunus has termed the attacks on minorities
"heinous" and pleaded with the citizens of
the country to protect all Hindus, Buddhist
and Christian families from harm.
Reaching out to students, who are at the
forefront of the protests, the 84-year-old
cautioned them not to let their efforts be
sabotaged by those seeking to undermine
their progress.

Kolkata doctor rape-murder
accused went to sleep, washed

his clothes after crime

New Delhi:The civic volunteer arrested on charges
of raping and murdering a doctor inside Kolkata's
RG Kar Medical College and Hospital, returned to
his place and went to sleep before washing his
clothes to destroy evidence.According to police,
after committing the crime, the accused returned to
his residence, slept until late Friday morning, and
then washed his clothes to destroy evidence. The
police, however, discovered bloodstains on the
shoes of the accused during a subsequent search.

The accused was a civic volunteer not officially
associated with RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital but known to frequent the premises.'

The body of the post-graduate trainee, raped and
murdered inside a seminar hall at the hospital, was
found on Friday morning, leading to the arrest of
the civic volunteer on Saturday.Police is awaiting
the final post-mortem report to determine if others
were involved in the crime. The initial autopsy
indicated severe injuries, with the victim bleeding
from her eyes, mouth, and private parts, and
showing injuries on her left leg, neck, right hand,
ring finger, and lips. Another police officer said that
circumstantial evidence also indicated a possibility
that the doctor was first murdered and then raped.

"We are also talking to people who were on duty on
Thursday night till the next morning. CCTV
footage is also being checked," the police officer
told PTL.n Sunday, the SIT and forensic teams
collected samples from the seminar hall and
reconstructed the crime scene without the accused
present.

PROTESTS BY JUNIORDOCTORS

Protests by junior doctors demanding swift justice
continued for the third consecutive day on Sunday,
disrupting services in government hospitals across
West Bengal. City Police Commissioner Vineet
Goyal visited the hospital for the second time in
three days, meeting with representatives of the
protesting junior doctors. He assured that the
investigation is "transparent” and urged against the
spread of rumours.The junior doctors, house staff,
and post-graduate trainees across state-run
hospitals demand increased security measures.
They insist that the government must take decisive
action to secure justice for the victim, highlighting
the incident as a symptom of broader systemic and
societal issues requiring urgent attention.

In response to the protests,
department cancelled all leaves and holidays for
senior doctors to manage the ongoing crisis.
Support for the striking doctors has poured in from
across the country, with the Federation of Resident
Doctors' Association of India (FORDA) backing
the strike and calling for a nationwide suspension
of'elective services in hospitals on Monday.

the state health

Assam Police prevents 4 Bangladeshi
migrants from entering state amid unrest

New Delhi:Assam Police prevented the
unauthorised entry of four Bangladeshis
who were trying to enter India through
the Karimganj sector of the India-
Bangladesh border late on
Sunday.Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, on X, said that the
migrants, who attempted to enter India
amid unrest in Bangladesh, have been
identified as Motiur Seikh, Mushiar
Mullah, Tania Mullah, and Rita Mullah.

"This morning at 1:30 am, Bangladeshi
citizens identified as Motiur Seikh,
Mushiar Mullah, Tania Mullah, and
Rita Mullah attempted to enter India
through the Karimganj sector of the
India-Bangladesh border. However,
police effectively intervened at the zero
point and promptly repelled them,
preventing their unauthorized entry," he
said in a post on X.The Chief Minister
had earlier said that the situation in
Bangladesh is a matter of concern for the
Northeast from two angles, with people

likely to enter through the border and the
neighbouring country might also again
become a hub of insurgents from the
region.He had maintained that the
borders are secure with the state

government maintaining a strict vigil
and, as of now, nobody has been allowed
to cross into the country from Bangladesh
except those who have valid passport,
visa and are bonafide citizens of
India.Director General of Assam Police
GP Singh had said that a high alert has

been issued along the Indo-Bangladesh
border to ensure that no person can enter
the state illegally, with BSF as the first
line of defence along the border and the
Assam Police as the second line.
he Assam Police has heightened
surveillance along the India-Bangladesh
border to prevent any unauthorized
entry from Bangladesh.Early on
Sunday, 11 Bangladeshi nationals were
arrested while trying to infiltrate into
India through the international border in
West Bengal, Tripura and Meghalaya,
the Border Security Force (BSF) said on
Sunday.The border guards have
thwarted a number of infiltration
attempts and sent back thousands of
Bangladeshi people over the last few
days with the help of the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) at many points along
the Bangladesh frontier.Last week, the
Union Home Ministry formed a
committee under the BSF Additional
Director General (ADG) (Eastern

Command) to look into the safety and
security issues being faced by minorities
in Bangladesh following the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina government.

BANGLADESH PROTESTS

Amid student protests, violence erupted on
August 5 after Sheikh Hasina resigned
and fled to neighbouring India, where she
is currently staying. The minorities,
especially Hindus, have faced attacks in
the Islamic nation after a violent uprising
led to the fall of the Sheikh Hasina
government.Over 230 people have died
since the fall of the Awami League
government on August 5.Nobel Peace
Prize winner Muhammad Yunus was
sworn in as the head of the country's
caretaker government.The noted
economist was recommended for the role
by student protesters who led the protests
against former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, which forced her to leave the
country and brought down her Awami
League government.
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Nepal's Oli extends
invitation to PM Modi
for visit

Kathmandu Nepal Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli on Sunday extended an
invitation to his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi to visit the Himalayan
nation.Oli extended the invitation to Prime
Minister Modi for the visit through visiting
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, who paid a
courtesy call on the Nepalese Prime
Minister, according to a statement issued by
the Prime Minister's secretariat here.Oli was
sworn in as Nepal's prime minister for a
fourth time last month. He assumed office
after the government led by Pushpa Kamal
Dahal 'Prachanda’ lost the vote of
confidence in the House of
Representatives.Misri also called on the
former prime minister and Nepali Congress
president Sher Bahadur Deuba at his
residence at Budhanilkantha on the outskirts
of Kathmandu.During the meeting, they
discussed various matters relating to mutual
interest, according to Deuba's office.

During the meeting, the two sides discussed
subjects related to strengthening Nepal-
India relations and further moving forward
mutually beneficial cooperation, it said.

Helicopter crashes into
roof of Australia hotel,
pilot dead, hundreds
evacuated

Sydney.A helicopter crashed into the roof of a
hotel in the popular northern Australian
tourist town of Cairns, killing the pilot and
forcing the evacuation of hundreds of guests,
authorities said on Monday.Emergency
crews were called at about 2 am on Monday
(1600 GMT on Sunday) after a twin-engine
helicopter collided with the hotel roof,
causing a fire on top of the building and
triggering evacuations, Queensland state
police said in a statement.

ADVERTISEMENT

Police said forensic investigations were
underway to formally identify the pilot. He
was declared dead at the scene. There were no
injuries sustained by people on the ground,"
the police statement said.

The crash occurred at Hilton's Double Tree
Hotel in the city of Cairns, a major gateway to
Australia's Great Barrier Reef, Australian
media reported.Two of the helicopter's rotor
blades came off and one landed in the hotel
pool, media reports said.The forensic crash
unit will work with Australia's transport
safety regulator to prepare an accident report,
police said.

US orders guided missile
submarine to Middle
East amid Israel-Iran
tensions
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Fast-moving wildfire near Athens
burns houses, cars; residents evacuate

Maore than 400 firefighters backed by 16
waterbombing planes and 13 helicopters
battled the blaze that broke out at 3 pm
(midday GMT) and quickly reached the village
of Varnavas 35 km (20 miles) north of
Athens.

Varnavas Residents fled their homes on
Sunday as a fast-moving wildfire outside
Athens fuelled by hot, windy weather burned
trees, houses and cars and sent smoke clouds
over the Greek capital. More than 400
firefighters backed by 16 waterbombing
planes and 13 helicopters battled the blaze
that broke out at 3 pm (midday GMT) and
quickly reached the village of Varnavas 35
km (20 miles) north of Athens.As night fell,
firefighting aircraft ceased operations until
morning. Flames turned the sky orange."The
situation remains dangerous as the fire is
spreading between residences," fire brigade
spokesperson Vassilis Vathrakogiannis said.

He said the blaze spread fast, "like lightning",
due to gale force winds. Flames as high as 25
metres swallowed up trees and shrubland.

Varnavas is a sparely populated area with
about 1,800 residents, according to the latest
census."The village was surrounded in no
time, in no time. It's really windy," resident
Katerina Fylaktou told Reuters. "It started

from one point and suddenly the whole
village was surrounded," she said.Hundreds
of wildfires have broken out across Greece
since May and scientists attribute their
frequency and intensity to the increasingly
hot and dry weather conditions linked to
climate change.After its warmest winter on
record and long periods of little or no rainfall,
Greece also registered its hottest June and

July and is forecast to record its hottest-ever
summer."We are expecting a very difficult
week," said Kostas Lagouvardos, research
director of the Athens Observatory. "If the
Varnavas blaze is not contained during the
night, we will have a problem tomorrow," he
said.Fires have also burned this summer
amid extreme heat elsewhere in Europe,
including in Spain and the Balkans.

'DANGEROUS CONDITIONS'

Authorities sent evacuation alerts for nine
areas near Varnavas. By early evening, thick
brown smoke hung over much of Athens and
had reached the island of Aegina to its south.

Another blaze in a forested area near the town
of Megara, west of Athens, had been
contained by Sunday afternoon, the fire
brigade said.Several other regions across
Greece were on high alert for fire risk on
Sunday and Monday.n Saturday, Climate
Crisis and Civil Protection Minister Vassilis
Kikilias said he had called for emergency
measures involving the army, police and
volunteers to deal with forest fires until Aug.
15."Extremely high temperatures and
dangerous weather conditions will prevail.

Brazil plane crash: Black box recovered,
cause of accident under probe

Rio de Janeiro.An ATR-72 turboprop plane
operated by regional carrier Voepass
crashed on Friday in aresidential area near
Sao Paulo, Brazil, killing all 62
passengers aboard.Investigators have
recovered the plane's so-called black box
containing voice recordings and flight
data, with a preliminary report expected
within 30 days, the head of Brazil's
aviation accident investigation centre,
Cenipa, said on Sunday.

HOW DID THE CRASH OCCUR?

The plane was bound for Sao Paulo from
Cascavel, in the state of Parana, and
crashed at around 1:30 pm (1630 GMT) in
Vinhedo, some 80 km (50 miles)
northwest of Sao Paulo.

The aircraft was flying normally until 1:21
pm, when it stopped responding to calls,
and radar contact was lost at 1:22 pm,
Brazil's air force said in a statement. The
plane did not report any emergency.

Videos of the event show that the sky was
apparently clear when the plane started

spiraling in an unusual circling motion.
WHAT WILL EXPERTS BE LOOKING
FOR?

US aviation safety expert Anthony
Brickhouse said investigators would look
at aspects like weather and examine to
what extent the engines and controls were
functioning properly, to help identify what
caused the loss of control.

COULD WEATHER CONDITIONS
HAVE CAUSED THE CRASH?

Videos of the crash analyzed by aviation
experts led some to speculate that ice had

built up on the plane. On Friday, Voepass
said ice was predicted at the altitudes in
which the plane was flying, but that it
should have been within an acceptable
level.Brazilian aviation engineer and
crash investigator Celso Faria de Souza
said he is almost certain ice caused the
accident, judging from the video. ATR-72
planes have experienced issues with
icing, with a crash in 1994 in the U.S.
state of Indiana killing 68, after the plane
was unable to bank due to ice buildup.
After that incident, manufacturer ATR
improved its de-icing system. In 2016 in
Norway an ATR-72 experienced issues
after ice accumulated on the plane, but the
pilot was able to regain control.
COULD THE ENGINE HAVE FAILED?
John Hansman, a professor in the
department of aeronautics and
astronautics at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, reviewed some of the
Brazil crash footage shared on social
mediaand.

Southport. The parents of one of three
girls murdered at a Taylor Swift-themed
event in northern England last month
called for an end to the nationwide rioting
that followed their deaths at an emotional
funeral for their young daughter.Alice da
Silva Aguiar, 9, and two other girls died
and eight were injured after being
stabbed at the event in the seaside town of
Southport two weeks ago.Days of riots
followed in Southport and in towns and
cities across the UK, triggered by false
online posts wrongly identifying the
suspected killer as an Islamist migrant. A
teenager, born in Britain, has since been

Family of girl killed in UK knife attack calls for end to violent riots

charged and police say the incident is not
being treated as terrorism.At Aguiar's
funeral, the area's police chief told the
congregation that her grieving
Portuguese parents, Sergio and
Alexandra, had asked her to deliver a
public appeal for calm."You have shown
great courage in asking me to be here
today ...

to give a message from you, Alice's family,
to say that you do not want there to be any
more violence on the streets of the United
Kingdom in the name of your daughter,"
Merseyside Chief Constable Serena
Kennedy said.

"I am ashamed, and I'm so sorry that you
had to even consider this in the planning
of the funeral of your beautiful daughter
Alice. And I hope that anyone who has
taken part in the violent disorder on our
streets over the past 13 days, is hanging
their heads in shame at the pain that they
have caused you, a grieving
family."More than 900 people have been
arrested and 466 charged with offences
over disorder, mainly targeted at
migrants and Muslims, with dozens
already sentenced and jailed as cases are
fast-tracked through the courts.olice and
politicians believe the speedy.

Ground Report: Bangladesh cops,
facing citizens' wrath amid unrest,
want their jobs back

Dhaka As Bangladesh grapples with political
turmoil, the challenge for police officers - the first
responding agencies to control the situation - is to
explain to the citizens that they had no role to play
in the Sheikh Hasina-led government's handling
of the massive protests. One of the key reasons
behind the citizens' anger is last month's 'shoot-on-
sight' order that was issued by the former Prime
Minister's administration. With the 76-year-old
now out of the country, and Nobel Peace laureate
Muhammad Yunus trying to bring normalcy back
in Bangladesh, police officers are demanding
restoration of their jobs.A protest was staged by
several policemen outside the police headquarters
on Sunday. These men, mostly constables, were
suspended by the Sheikh Hasina-headed
government. India Today TV spoke to these
protesting policemen, who demanded restoration
of their jobs.One policeman, Karim, told India
Today TV that the order to take strict action on the
protesters was not their decision but orders by
Sheikh Hasina's government and senior police
officials.He said that because of following the
former government's orders, police officers are
now bearing the brunt as the citizens are under the
impression that they teamed up with the former
Prime Minister to crack down on the protesters.

"Our jobs were wrongfully snatched by Sheikh
Hasina's government. We are protesting because
we want the restoration of our jobs, with the
seniority we had, and with complete respect,”
another policeman told India Today TV.

The protesting policemen wore a desperate look as
they were seen urging a senior police official to
give them their jobs back in front of a deserted
police headquarters - now guarded by the
Bangladesh Army.ollowing Sheikh Hasina's
resignation and escape on August 5, at least 76
police stations in Bangladesh were set ablaze by
mobs by dawn the next day. A day earlier, as many
as 13 police officers, including an officer-in-
charge, were beaten to death at a station in
Sirajganj.

Ukraine's military ops in Russia's Kursk will put pressure on Moscow: Zelenskyy

Washington.US Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin has ordered the deployment of a
guided missile submarine to the Middle East,
the Pentagon said on Sunday, as the region
braces for possible attacks by Iran and its
allies after the killing of senior members of
Hamas and Hezbollah.

While the USS Georgia, a nuclear-powered
submarine, was already in the Mediterranean
Sea in July, according to a US military post on
social media, it was a rare move to publicly
announce the deployment of a submarine.

In a statement after Austin spoke with his
Israeli counterpart, the Pentagon said Austin
had ordered the Abraham Lincoln strike
group to accelerate its deployment to the
region."Secretary Austin reiterated the
United States’ commitment to take every
possible step to defend Israel and noted the
strengthening of US military force posture
and capabilities throughout the Middle East
in light of escalating regional tensions," the
statement added.The US military had already
said it will deploy additional fighter jets and
Navy warships to the Middle East as
Washington seeks to bolster Israeli defences.

Ismail Haniyeh, the political leader of Iran-
backed Hamas, was assassinated in the
Iranian capital Tehran on July 31, an attack
that drew threats of revenge by Iran against
Israel, which is fighting the Palestinian
Islamist group in Gaza. Iran blamed Israel for
the killing. Israel has not claimed
responsibility. The assassination and the
killing of the senior military commander of
the Iran-backed Lebanese group Hezbollah,
Fuad Shukr, by Israel in a strike on Beirut,
have fuelled concern the conflict in Gaza was
turning into a wider Middle East war.

Moscow's forces on
Sunday were in
their sixth day of
intense battle
against Kyiv's
largest incursion
into Russian
territory since the
start of the war,
which left
southwestern parts

of Russia
vulnerable hefore
reinforcements
started arriving.

Sumy Region. President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Ukraine had launched an incursion into Russian
territory to "restore justice" and pressure
Moscow's forces, in his first acknowledgement of
Kyiv's surprise offensive into the western Kursk
region.

oscow's forces on Sunday were in their sixth day of
intense battle against Kyiv's largest incursion into
Russian territory since the start of the war, which
left southwestern parts of Russia vulnerable before
reinforcements started arriving.Russian
authorities rushed to evacuate residents and
imposed a sweeping security regime in three
border regions on Saturday, after the attack which
military analysts say caught the Kremlin off-guard.
Belarus, a staunch ally of Moscow, also sent more
troops to its border with Ukraine, accusing Kyiv of
violating its air space.In his nightly video address,
Zelenskiy said he had discussed the operation with
top Ukrainian commander Oleksandr Syrskyi,
vowing to respond in kind after Russia launched its
full-scale invasion of its neighbour in February
2022."Today, I received several reports from
Commander-in-Chief Syrskyi regarding the front
lines and our actions to push the war onto the
aggressor's territory," he said late on Saturday.

"Ukraine is proving that it can indeed restore justice

and is ensuring the exact kind of pressure that is
needed - pressure on the aggressor."Russia's
defence ministry said on Sunday it had destroyed
14 Ukrainian drones and four Tochka-U tactical
ballistic missiles overnight over the Kursk region,
and 18 drones over other Russian regions that
Ukraine frequently attacks.In a statement, it called
the ground incursion "barbaric" and said it made no
military sense.Ukraine has at most occupied
several tens of square kilometres of Russian
territory without laying claim to it, while Russia
controls more than 100,000 sq km of Ukraine's
internationally recognised territory.Russia's top
general, Valery Gerasimov, said on Wednesday the
attacks had been halted, but Russia has not pushed

the Ukrainian forces back over the border.Russian
military bloggers said the situation had stabilised
after Russia's reinforcements, though they said
Ukraine was swiftly building up forces.

INJURIESAND EVACUATIONS

Zelenskiy said on Sunday Russia had launched
nearly 2,000 cross-border strikes on Ukraine's
Sumy region from the region of Kursk this
summer and that such strikes deserved a
Ukrainian response."Artillery, mortars, drones.
We also record missile strikes, and each such
strike deserves a fair response," the Ukrainian
leader said.arlier, Kursk officials said 13 people
were injured in the city after debris from a
destroyed Ukrainian missile fell onto a nine-storey
residential building.An image posted by Kursk's
mayor showed flames rising through a shattered
apartment block surrounded by charred debris.It
was not clear whether there was further damage.
Moscow and Kyiv rarely disclose the full extent of
damage inflicted by attacks on them unless there
are injuries or damage to residential
buildings.Alexei Smirnov, Kursk's acting
governor, ordered local authorities to speed up the
evacuation of civilians in areas at risk. On Saturday,
Russia's TASS state news agency reported that
more than 76,000 people had been evacuated.

[srael orders more evacuation in Gaza's Khan Younis day after school strike

Cairo. Israel expanded evacuation orders in

Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip
overnight, forcing tens of thousands of
Palestinian residents and displaced families
to leave in the dark as explosions from tank
shelling reverberated around them.The
Israeli military said it was atacking militants
from the Hamas group - which administered
Gaza before the war - who were using those
areas to stage attacks and fire rockets.On
Saturday, an Israeli airstrike on a school
where displaced Palestinians were sheltering
in Gaza City killed at least 90 people,
according to the civil defence service,
prompting an international outcry.The
Israeli military said it had struck a Hamas
and Islamic Jihad militant command post, an
allegation the two groups rejected as a
pretext, and killed 19 militants.In Khan
Younis in the south of the Gaza Strip, the
evacuation instruction covered districts in

the centre, east and west, making it one of the
largest such orders in the 10-month-old
conflict, two days after tanks returned to the
east of the city.The announcement was
posted on X and in text and audio messages
to residents' phones: "For your own safety,
you must evacuate immediately to the newly
created humanitarian zone. The area you are
inis considered a dangerous combat zone."
Philippe Lazzarini, head of the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees UNRWA, said people in
Gaza were trapped and had nowehere to go.
"Some are only able to carry their children with
them, some carry their whole lives in one
small bag. They are going to overcrowded
places where shelters are already
overflowing with families. They have lost
everything and need everything," he said.
The Israeli army said it had struck around 30
Hamas military targets in the previous 24

hours, including military structures, anti-
tank missile launch posts, and weapons
storage facilities.The Islamic Jihad armed
wing said fighters fired mortar bombs
against Israeli forces massing in the eastern
areas of Khan Younis.ter on Sunday, an
Israeli airstrike near the Khan Younis market
at the centre of the city killed four
Palestinians and wounded several others,

medics said.Lines of smoke rose from areas
where Israeli planes carried attacks in the
eastern and western parts of the city.
Residents said two multi-floor buildings
were bombed.Nearly 40,000 Palestinians
have been killed in the Israeli offensive in
Gaza since the war broke out last October
and the toll is rising by the day, the Gaza
health ministry says.Israel began its assault
on Gaza after Hamas fighters stormed into
southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing 1,200
people, mostly civilians, and capturing
more than 250 hostages, according to
[sraeli tallies.

TENS OF THOUSANDS FORCED TO

LEAVE OVERNIGHT

Most of Gaza's 2.3 million people have been

displaced from their homes, according to the
United Nations, while their narrow strip of
land has largely been reduced to a wasteland
ofrubble.
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England captain Ben
Stokes helped off field with

possible hamstring injury
ahead of Sri Lanka series

Stokes, who had bowled 15
overs in the match, retired
hurt on two runs with England
teammate Harry Brook
coming out to replace him.

MANCHESTER. England captain Ben
Stokes had to be helped off the field after
suffering an injury while playing for
Northern Superchargers in The Hundred
domestic cricket competition on Sunday,
raising concerns he could miss the
upcoming test series against Sri Lanka.The
33-year-old Stokes pulled up while running
between the wickets as the Superchargers
chased a victory target of 153 against
Manchester Originals at Old Trafford.
Stokes appeared to clutch his left hamstring
as he was completing a quick single from
the non-striker’s end.Stokes, who had

vl
"

bowled 15 overs in the match, retired hurt
on two runs with England teammate Harry
Brook coming out to replace him.Asked
about Stokes, Brook told Sky Sports: “It
doesn’t look great unfortunately but I think
he’ll be getting a scan tomorrow (Monday)
and see how he is.”Stokes led England to a
3-0 series sweep against West Indies last
month. England opens its test series against
Sri Lanka on Aug. 21 at Old Trafford, with
the third and final test at the Oval from Sept.
6.

Stokes was alongside his teammates on the
bench Sunday to watch the climax as the
Superchargers won by seven wickets. He
was on crutches as he shook hands with the
opposition.

Badminton, archery,

boxing: India's Paris

hopefuls falter, finish
without medal

New Delhi After a historic performance at the
Tokyo Olympics three years ago, where
India set new records with a contingent of
117 athletes, hopes were high for an even

Pairs Olympics 2024: In the end, India's

wIndia’s flaghearers shooter Manu
Bhaker and retired men’s hockey
team goalkeeper PR Srejeesh
during the closing ceremony of the
2024 Summer Olympics at Stade
de France, Paris on Sunday; India
finished with six medals (five
bronze and a silver)

PARIS. The lights are dimmed. The curtains
are slowly drawing close. The show is over.
Tales of valour, extraordinary human feats,
moments of joy and ecstasy, losses and
despair are slowly being stored in the leaves
of Olympic history. Just like when a theatre
gets over, the lights switch on in the hall, it’s
time for the audience to wake up to reality
and discuss the acts each athlete played.
Paris soaked in the summer sun.There was a

case

feeling of emptiness as the grandest
sporting show on the planet ended on
Sunday. USA and China are firmly perched
on the top. Somewhere in the bottom half
was India, 71 with one silver and five
bronze. For a country that won seven medals
in Tokyo 2020 in 2021 including a gold, this
seemed a case of one step backward. If one
adds the six fourth finishes and VInesh
Phogat’s heartbreaking disqualification,
then one can say it was just about alright.

-

of glass ha
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Nothing to celebrate except for the
medallists.he backdrop under which the
athletes competed too should be considered.
The Sports Authority of India said they had
spent about "470 crore for the preparation of
the athletes in the last Olympic cycle. There
was no lack of support from the SAI,
national sports federations (NSFs) and some
NGOs who have been providing necessary
assistance to almost all athletes. Perhaps that
prompted India badminton team coach

Dhoni, Kohli, KL Rahul contribute
memorabilia to Cricket for Charity Auction

——

««MS Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, KL

Rahul and other cricketing stars have
contributed historic cricket memorabilia
for the Cricket for Charity auction. KL
Rahul and Athiya Shetty are organizing
the unique auction of cricket
memorabilia.

New Delhi Inaremarkable initiative blending

the passion for cricket with philanthropy,
iconic cricket stars Rahul Dravid, MS
Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, KL Rahul
and many other renowned Team India and
international cricketers have contributed
their historic memorabilia for a charity
auction benefiting the Vipla Foundation.L
Rahul and Athiya Shetty are organising this
unique auction of cricket memorabilia,
“Cricket for a Cause: To Benefit the Vipla
Foundation,” an organization committed to
empowering underprivileged communities
across India. The auction will feature rare
and iconic cricket items, making it a must-
attend event for cricket enthusiasts and

philanthropists alike. The auction will take
place online on Pundole on 23rd August
2024 at 6:30 PM IST, offering cricket
enthusiasts a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to own exclusive pieces of cricketing history
while supporting a noble cause.Vipla
Foundation has been empowering women
and children for over 36 years, and has a
special school for the hearing impaired and
intellectually disabled. The school complex
features state-of-the-art infrastructure such
as smart classrooms, speech therapy rooms,
alibrary, a canteen, a dining area, a play area
and many other such facilities. The Cricket
for a Cause auction is an initiative to support
the school to provide quality education to
special children from disadvantaged

Trustee, Mana Shetty says,"This is not
justan auction; it’s an opportunity for all
of us to come together and make a
difference. It’s heartwarming to see the
cricketing legends come together for
such a noble cause. Every item tells a
story of passion, hard work, and
triumph. By participating in this
auction, you’re not just owning a piece
of cricket history—you’re supporting a
cause that can change lives. Every
contribution counts, and together, we
can create a brighter future for so many
children and women. Please join us in
making it a success."The auction features 27
extraordinary items, each with deep
historical significance, generously donated
by the legends of the game. Highlights
include:S Dhoni’s Signed Cricket Bat (IPL
2024): A symbol of leadership and
composure, this bat represents Dhoni's
unmatched ability to steer his team through
high-pressure moments.Virat Kohli’s
Signed Team India Jersey (ICC World Cup
2019) and Signed Batting Gloves (ICC
World Cup 2019): Worn by Kohli during his
last ODI World Cup as captain, this jersey
embodies his excellence and leadership that
propelled India to the semi-finals..

Paris 2024: Manpreet Singh pays tribute
to family after India win hockey bronze

If full

Prakash Padukone to say that the athletes
also should take some responsibility as well.

Indian Olympic Association president PT

Usha, who had finished fourth at the Los
Angeles Olympics, felt that we should think
about the future. There are quite a few
debutants (about more than half of the 117-
member contingent). She felt that the
primary objective would be to save and
protect these athletes. “They are the future of
our country and we need to preserve them,”
she said.Chef de mission Gagan Narang,
London Olympic bronze medallist, said that
it was a creditable performance. “There are
21 players who medalled,” he said alluding
to the 16-member hockey team. He also felt
that the athletes should be guided well.
“Wrap them in cotton wool,” he said.

The sports administrators right from SAI to

NSFs must go into a huddle and find where
they went wrong. They must find a solution
to India’s inability to reach the double-digit
mark. Or else the six here will count for
nothing. For a nation that wants to bid for the
2036 Olympics, six medals definitely won’t
reflect the sporting superiority on the global
stage.

New Lealand name spin-
heavy squad for Greater
Noida Test vs Afghanistan

communities. Vipla Foundation's New Delhi New Zealand picked five spin-

bowling options as they named their squad for
their Only Test against Afghanistan to be held
from September 9 at the Greater Noida Sports
Complex Ground. The Black Caps picked
Mitchell Santner, Ajaz Patel and Rachin
Ravindra, Michael Bracewell and Glenn
Phillips in their spin department.Fast bowlers
Will O’Rourke and Ben Sears are set to play
their maiden overseas Tests, having already
represented the national team in whites."It's
always great when young guys force their way
into squads through performance and I know
Will and Ben are really looking forward to the
challenges of Test cricket in the sub-
continent," Gary Stead, the head coach, was
quoted as saying."Michael's had to show
plenty of resilience to rehabilitate his injuries
and force his way back into the BLACK CAPS
across all three formats. His all-round skills,
and ability to take the ball away from the left-
hander make him a great asset, especially on
what we expect will be turning wickets in
India and Sri Lanka," Stead added.

New Delhi Manpreet Singh expressed
gratitude to his family after India won
the bronze medal in hockey at the Paris

unconditional support and sacrifices
you guys have made - this medal
belongs to you and specially for daddy

better showing at the Paris Olympics 2024.

There was anticipation that India might New Zealand are set for a hectic schedule. After

achieve a double-digit medal count for the
first time in history. However, despite some
bright moments, the campaign ended with
six medals—one silver and five bronze.

The total medal count could still change,
pending a decision on wrestler Vinesh
Phogat's appeal for a silver medal. While
India fell just one medal short of its Tokyo
tally, the Paris Olympics marked its third-
best performance at the Summer Games,
following Tokyo 2020 and London 2012.
India’s archery, badminton, and boxing
teams were considered strong medal
contenders, but none of these sports
managed a podium finish in the recently-
concluded Paris Games.

Archery

India's archery team faced another
disappointing Olympic run. Deepika
Kumari’s struggles on the Olympic stage
continued, while Tarundeep Rai and Pravin
Jadhav also failed to make a significant
impact. Only Dhiraj Bommadevara and
Ankita Bhakat, along with Bhajan Kaur to
some extent, managed to enhance their
reputations. The archery team’s closest brush
with a medal came in the mixed team event,
where they narrowly missed out on bronze,
finishing fourth against the USA. This
marked India’s first semifinal appearance in
Olympic archery history—a notable
achievement—but considering the
substantial time and resources invested in
this priority sport, the lack of a medal raises
concerns.he archers themselves may not be
entirely to blame. The federation, however,
must answer for the low performance,
especially regarding the absence of the high-
performance director and the South Korean
coach during the games.

Badminton

For the first time since 2008, India’s
badminton contingent returned from the
Olympics without a medal. Despite recent
successes in team events, such as the Thomas
Cup victory in 2022 and the Badminton Asia
Team Championships in 2023, these
achievements did not translate to individual
glory in Paris.Lakshya Sen came closest to
winning a medal but ultimately fell short in
the bronze medal match.

Olympics 2024. India, led by
Harmanpreet Singh, had a chance to
fight for gold, but they lost to Germany
in the semi-final. However, they made
amends after beating Spain 2-1 in the
bronze-medal clash. Manpreet
dropped a post where he can be seen
resting on his mother’s lap.His wife I1li
Najwa Saddique and their daughter
Jasmine also featured in the adorable
picture. Manpreet thanked them for
being by his side through thick and
thin. He also expressed gratitude to
them for making sacrifices and dedicated
the bronze medal to his father.“This is a
special thank-you note for the three angels
in my life—my mother, my wife, and the
centre of my universe, my heart Jasmine.

Feeling incredibly proud and
blessed—resting in my mother’s lap with
my 2nd Olympic medals for the country”
Manpreet wrote.“This moment truly
embodies my journey and achievements.
Thank you for always being by my side, the

as much as it belongs to me!”,
Manpreet added.
ndia found themselves under pressure
against Spain after going 0-1 down.
But then, Harmanpreet scored back-
to-back goals to put India into the lead.
Once India started dictating terms,
they did not look back.Back in 2021,
India ended their 41-year-long wait of
winning a medal in the Olympics.
Back then they won the bronze medal
under Manpreet’s leadership. This
time around, it was Harmanpreet, who
led the team from the front. Paris Olympics
2024 was also a swansong for goalkeeper
PR Sreejesh, who retired from international
hockey and also became India’s flag-bearer
inthe closing ceremony on Sunday.

the Test against Afghanistan, they will tour Sri
Lanka for a two-match series followed by
three Tests on Indian soil. Thereafter, they are
scheduled to host England for three Tests,
which also mark the beginning of their
summer.Former Pakistan spinner Saqlain
Mushtaq is also back to the New Zealand setup
as the bowling coach for the series against the
Afghans and Sri Lanka.The Kiwis are
currently placed third in the points table in the
2023-25 cycle of the World Test
Championship (WTC).New Zealand squad

Tim Southee (c), Tom Blundell (wk), Michael

Bracewell, Devon Conway, Matt Henry, Tom
Latham (vc), Daryl Mitchell, Will O'Rourke,
Ajaz Patel, Glenn Phillips, Rachin Ravindra,
Mitchell Santner, Ben Sears, Kane
Williamson, Will Young

Jordan Chiles stripped of bronze medal in
Paris, USA Olympic officials to appeal

New Delhi USA Olympic officials are

challenging a recent court decision that has
led to American gymnast Jordan Chiles being
asked to return the bronze medal she earned
in the floor exercise at the Paris Olympics.
The decision came from the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS), which annulled
the initial on-floor appeal made by Chiles'
coach. The reasoning behind the annulment
was that the coach's appeal allegedly
occurred four seconds past the one-minute
limit allowed for scoring inquiries.In
response, USA Gymnastics has contested the
CAS ruling, arguing that it was based on
incorrect timing. According to a statement
released by the organization on Sunday, USA
Gymnastics presented video evidence
indicating that coach Cecile Landi initiated
the appeal 13 seconds before the one-minute
deadline elapsed.“The time-stamped, video
evidence submitted by USA Gymnastics

Sunday evening shows Landi first stated her
request to file an inquiry at the inquiry table
47 seconds after the score is posted, followed
by a second statement 55 seconds after the
score was originally posted.”On Saturday
night, the International Gymnastics
Federation (FIG) declared its intent to
respect a recent court decision, which
mandated the adjustment of the competition
outcome. This judicial ruling necessitated
the elevation of Romanian gymnast Ana
Barbosu to third place, following an intense
scrutiny of her performance scores.Further
cementing the impact of this decision, the
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
confirmed the ruling on Sunday. In a rare
move, the IOC announced it would
reallocate the bronze medal from Monday’s
final.We firmly believe that Jordan rightfully
earned the bronze medal, and there were
critical errors in both the initial scoring by

the International Gymnastics Federation
(FIG) and the subsequent CAS appeal
process that need to be addressed,” the U.S.
Olympic and Paralympic Committee
statement said.In a recent ruling, the CAS

concluded that Team Landi's request to
amend Chiles' score came too late. The CAS
determined that Landi's appeal, which
sought to add 0.1 points to Chiles’ score, was
submitted 1 minute and 4 seconds after the
original score was posted.The IOC clarified
its stance, stating that it would engage with
the United States Olympic & Paralympic
Committee (USOPC) concerning the return
of Chiles' bronze medal. Furthermore, the
IOC intends to coordinate with the
Romanian Olympic Committee to deliberate
a reallocation ceremony to honor Romania's
Ana Barbosu, who stands to benefit from this
development.“The initial error occurred in
the scoring by FIG, and the second error was
during the CAS appeal process, where the
USOPC was not given adequate time or
notice to effectively challenge the decision,”
said a USOPC statement, which was released
Sunday.
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. When Anushka Sharma Said She Was

'Attracted' To Ranveer Singh: 'If We
a s m ln Had To Be h& Relationship...
B h ]

Issues Clarification After
Sharing Cryptic Note, Says
‘Stop Judging And Assuming”

Jasmin Bhasin and Aly Goni have been dating each other for a

< S ., 4
F ¥ = — — Iyl

ﬁ nushka Sharma and Ranveer Singh first
shared the screen in the 2010 hit Band
Baaja Baaraat. When host Simi Garewal
asked why they weren’t dating during a 2011
appearance on Simi Selects India’s Most
Desirable, Anushka admitted she was attracted to
him but was aware that their personalities didn’t
quite match.She had also said how dating an
N\ actor would be tough for her. Opening up about
%) Ranveer, she had said, “Being in a relationship
| withan actor right now is a little difficult for me. [
| was attracted to Ranveer, but that’s it... it was
Jjust attraction, and I thought, *This guy is a nice

guy’, that'sit...Itends there.”
She also revealed that if people got to know them
better, they’d see just how different they are. “If
people get to know us really well, they will

this in public. Fans also love this adorable couple. Well, recently B realise that we are very different people, the two
Jasmin Bhasin shared a note about ‘Love Leaving’ which left all 3 G‘p\ of us. We have a very volatile relationship. We
her fans worried. Everyone started guessing that the couple had \ - can kill each other. .I m serions. I can take his
parted ways. However, later Jasmin again issued a clarification . Ecgd Oﬁ“lh(‘: canht_akc r:nnc Tgf Ewe cvf;: f];ﬂad -
asking fans to stop judging and assuming.Taking to her X handle, zlfhl-ln f Ffoi:l‘;nrsellar:i(:r;l:?ouwf saeI::t :i\g::) inI ac::m
Jasmin wrote, “’Let’s remember that not everything shared reflects & - &

A litv. P d i b d I hts different way. He is a very practical person, I'm a
someone’s reality. Posts and quotes can be random thoughts, not a completely impractical, 1 Jlike. lavs,. he, %

long time. The couple has never shied away from expressing

window into someone’s life. Let’s stop judging and ass_uming. Spread attractive.” she had said.Anushka Sharma later
kindness a n d got married to cricketer Virat Kohli on December
=2 understanding 11,2017, in a gorgeous pastel-themed ceremony
instead. in Italy. The couple have a daughter named
#StopAssuming Vamika and a son named Akaay. Ranveer is
#SpreadKindness.” As married to Deepika Padukone and the couple is
soon as she shared the expecting their first child.
post, fans also reacted. One Back in 2011, in a chat with Mid Day, Ranveer had
of the fans wrote, “Simply almost professed his feelings for Anushka. He
ignore the haters and focus on had said. “We are so close, we can complete each
the bright side”. Another wrote, other’s sentences now.” About dating Anushka,

he had said, “Even today I'd love to date
her.” Anushka Sharma and Ranveer Singh went
on to work together in Dil Dhadakne Do.

“Ignore them Jas. Some people
always find negativity in each and
everything. But we love you both.

Sending lots of | d sitivit | »

o i Anant Ambani's Wife
R tly,J i de headli followi &

o e Al O o i Radhika Merchant Blushes In

Instagram to publicly show his support for

her. Sharing an ‘adorah!e_ picture_ of the Rare aﬂd Uﬂsee“ Photos

couple, dressed in traditional attire and
beaming with happiness, Aly referred to w h F d P G v al
Jasmin s the “srongest” The heartRl ith Friends, Fics Go Yir
post garnered a lot of love from fans, who
have been following their relationship
closely since it became public during their
time on Bigg Boss 14,

Jasmin and Aly’s relationship has been the
subject of much curiosity and admiration.
The couple, who has been open about their
love for each other, continues to charm
their fans with their strong bond. In a recent

interview, Jasmin addressed the inevitable question about their marriage plans. She shared that

while they are deeply committed to each other, there are no immediate plans to tie the knot.

“Honestly, on that front, both of us don’t have any plans. We have not sat and had this

conversation ki kal kar lete hai ya parso kar lete hai (whether we will do it tomorrow or the day

after). Every time we discuss, we say that we will do it when we feel like it. But both of us are also
very ambitious and strong individuals,” she explained.

month after Anant Ambani and
Radhika Merchant got married,

1
photos have surfaced online showing
Radhika with her bridesmaids. In photos
shared on Instagram, Radhika was seen
surrounded by her girl pals and posing for

the camera. In the photos, Radhika looked
gorgeous as she dressed in a yellow outfit. In
the first photo, Radhika was seen laughing

. ! : ;
and Raveena Tandon 'Hit Each Other' | isroiemosine o
° e ° ° it seemed like her friends were _teasing her.
With Their Wigs During a Catfight | mpse o

aveena Tandon recently clarified that she and Karisma Kapoor did not have a showdown at an e _Radhlka M_crcham s _the

) 3 . . knot on July 12 in Mumbai. The wedding
airport during an outdoor shoot of their film, Aatish. However, Farah Khan once revealed that sar-studded affii ith & l
arisma and Raveena did get into a nasty catfight during the making of their film, Aatish: Feel wa]s] 2 5 ST-S udced allai, hwi) ‘hsevera

The Fire (1994). Farah was on the sets to choreograph a song when she allegedly saw Karisma and Bollywood stars present at the bash. From

Raveena “hitting each other’ with their wigs.Farah recalled the incident while speaking with Karan Shah Rukh Khan and Salman Khan to
Johar during an episode of episode of Koffee With Karan in 2007. She brought up the fight after Priyanka Chopra and Deepika Padukone,

Karan asked her, “Which is the worst fight you have seen between two actresses?” almost every big Bollywood star was
‘- _ “I was once doing a song with Karisma Kapoor and Raveena Tandon, long ago, in a film called present at the wedding celebrations. Nick
"Dy Lt o W Aatish. They were both having some kind of teenage spat. They were hitting each other with Jonas, John Cena and Kim Kardashian also
L . their wigs,” she shared. “They were flew down to India to be a part of the
: wearing these wigs with plaits and { wedding ceremony.

- ' beads in it. One was hitting, the Their honeymoon began in Costa Rica, where
g N other was stamping her foot with they stayed at a resort in the stunning
e e 4 her heel. It was quite childish. I am Guanacaste region. According to Tico
A - e ~ sure they will laugh about it now, Times, the General Directorate of Migration
Farahtold Karan. confirmed that the couple arrived in Costa
T[:"dﬁg:‘ Cm:'"“e‘i on ﬂ;]e;'ets l"f Rica on August 1. Following the wedding
BAZAPOR A PIRL AL TEICHEGTH L1 celebrations, Anant and Radhika flew down

point where Raveena and Karisma ; ; 4

. communicated to each other via toPar.|sjtoattendtheOlymplcs_ZOZ : .
7 Rajkumar Santhoshi, who was They _]O‘I‘I}Ed Mukesh Am_banl and . Nlta
/ directing the film. Fed up with their Ambani at the games. NlFa Ambani is a
, fight, the filmmaker, Aamir Khan membe_r of the lptematmnal Olympu:
and Salman Khan tied the two Committee from India. Apart from watching
actresses to the pole which forced a few games, Anant and Radhika were also
them to talk to each other. While Raveena has previously admitted that the incident on the seen stepping out on dates together. Radhika
sets of Andaz Apna Apna is indeed true, in a recent interview she dismissed claims that she was also spotted bonding with the family
and Karisma had a tiff at an airport. “That was never a catfight. [ beg to differ. There was members during their stay in Paris. Several
never a catfight. There might be a discussion, there night be a ‘why are you doing this, and videos of Radhika with Anant and the
: J ' what is the need to do this, and let’s bridge this gap’ but there was never a catfight. It was all family members went viral earlier this
A J L & . hyped and of course, mirch masala and everything. In those days, there was no social media. month.
e T 1 You couldn’treally reach out and how much do you really clarify?” she told Filmfare.

e © o EE n o e ©
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